


ABSTRACT
AN ETHNOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF
SANLEI TS'UN, TAIWAN
WITH EMPHASIS ON WOMEN'S ROLES
OVERCOMING RESEARCH PROBLEMS

CAUSED BY THE PRESENCE OF
A GREAT TRADITION

By
William Kester Barnett

Evidence from a 1965-67 field study conducted in a
rural Taiwanese village suggested that the structural
position of women was not inferior to men to the extent
described in most previous reports or the literature of the
Great Tradition of China. A detailed statement of the
discrepancies, reasons for their occurrence, and suggestions
for reducing misinterpretations in the future are provided.

The largest portion of the four logical divisions of
this report contains a typical ethnography of a Hokkien
village in the rice-tea-orange region of northern Taiwan,
based on nineteen months of field work employing standard
anthropological techniques such as participant-observation,
mapping, census, life histories, and open-ended interview
schedules,

The second portion contrasts the canons of the Great
Tradition which contend Chinese women were expected to be
uneducated, economically useless, subordinate, submissive,
obedient, reticent, passive, and timid, with research data

from Sanlei Ts'un where many women were educated, most were
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economically important, and several were family despots.
Other Chinese ethnographies indicate that Sanlei is not
deviant for each contains considerable data which support
the latter description despite the fact the data is in
conflict with the author's summary regarding female status,
A few sources explicitly claim the case for the lowly
position of women in China has Seen overstated,

The third portion establishes how the errors in
interpretation come about, One primary cause relates to
the frequent anthropological emphasis on persisting aspects
of social structure with a corresponding, but not necessary,
focus on "ideal" rather than "real" culture; but more
important, the presence of a Great Tradition which is
expressed in a literary record generates problems for valid
anthropological research in high civilizations. 1Indigenous
scholars and foreign anthropologists alike become steeped in
the "ideal" culture described by a society's Great Tradition
before commencing field work., According to cognitive
dissonance theory, it is extremely difficult to overcome any
belief once it becomes internalized, i.e., any evidence
contrary to existing knowledge tends to be ignored or
denied. Therefore, both evidence and conclusions derived
from research in civilizations by "specialists" probably
will be unconsciously biased in favor of the Great Tradition.

The last major section is devoted to four suggestions
for preventing further misinterpretations. The first

supports added attention to concrete enumeration of rates



and cases as part of the increased attention to research
methodology and reduced reliance on impressions,

The second advocates increased employment of the
processural approach featuring extended cese studies which
place other analysts one step nearer to the social facts
than conventional approachese, i.,e., at the level of
reading observational reports rather than abstractions.

The third and fourth proposals are two sides of the
same coin. In order to maintain traditional anthropological
objectivity which was customarily partially based on
cross-cultural research, and yet, in order to obtain the
advantages accruing from specialization in a Great Tradition,
specialists should be encouraged to punctuate field activ-
ities in their special civilization by entering a third
culture for comparative purposes, and conversely, other
ethnographers should be encouraged to conduct research in
high civilizations outside their areas of expertise.
Specialization in a single society is probably dysfunctional
for anthropology as presently practiced.

Nevertheless, undue pessimism is not fully warranted
as demonstrated by several breakthroughs with new inter-
pretations of Chinese cultural materials despite their
conflicts with ideals expressed in the Great Tradition, i.e.,
in family composition, importance of affinal relations,
nature of lineage organizations, etc. Further research is
expected to support the contention that the status of women

in China is not actually as low as was commonly accepted.



AN ETHNOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF
SANLETI TS'UN, TAIWAN
WITH EMPHASIS ON WOMEN'S ROLES

OVERCOMING RESEARCH PROBLEMS
CAUSED BY THE PRESENCE OF
A GREAT TRADITION

By
William Kester Barnett

A THESIS
Submitted to
Michigan State University

in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Department of Anthropology
1970



‘2, Copyright by

WILLIAM KESTER BARNETT

1971



To Nancy,
Beth and Sidney

i1



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This study is based on field work conducted in the
Republic of China (Taiwan) between September, 1965, and
January, 1967. The generous financial support for travel,
subsistence, and research expenses was realized from the
foliowing sources: National Science Foundation Cooperative
Fellowship, Michigan State University Asian Studies Center,
National Defense Education Act Loan, and an International
Development Fellowship, Institute of Advanced Projects, Cen-
ter for Cultural and Technical Interchange Between East and
West., The latter also provided six months in residence to
organize field notes, review library materials, and consult
with visiting and resident scholars. Finally, the period
spent in writing after my return was partially supported by
a National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship. My
appreciation is considerable for it simply would not have
been possible to accomplish the research without this aid.

The field work was facilitated by the hearty coopera-
tion of many people in Taiwan., Although operating under the
constraints of the "period of rebellion," pertinent data was
provided whenever consistant with the security of the coun-
try. Officials in such Hsin Tien offices as those of <=
mayor, clerk, council, farmers' associaﬁion, police, and land

all made us welcome, Scholars at National Taiwan University
111



often provided intellectual stimulation, The late Professor
Chen Shao-hsing, a sociologist, and Professor Chen Chi-lu,
an anthropologist, graciously served as our sponsors, Pro-
fessors Shih Chien-sheng, Dean of the Law School, National
Taiwan University, and Mei Ke-wang of the Central Police
College furnished many helpful introductions. Much valuable
data derived from the Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruc-
tion and the United 8tates Information Service. Our major
agssistants, Jerry Lai, Jason Chi, and Pearl Hsieh must be
commended. However, the greatest debt is due to the people
who lived in the village I studied and in the other four
villages which comprise the administrative unit in which it
is located. They took us into their homes and into their
hearts and ,made us a meaningful part of the community.

My professional training has been in the Departments
of Anthropology and Sociology at Michigan State University.
Those who were most influential in effecting my scholarly
interests were Drs., John Donoghue, John Gullahorn, and
Ralph Nicholas. Also generous with time and valuable advice
were Drs., Moreau Maxwell and Iwao Ishino of the Department
of Anthropology and Dr. William Ross, the Director of the
Asian Studies Center,

Professor Bernard Gallin has expended a great deal of
time and intellectual energy in suggesting improvements in
this dissertation., Some of these suggestions have concerned
matters of detail and some of them have concerned fundarertal
structural and organizational problems. 1In the time avail-

able to me, I have not been able to take account of all of

iv



these suggestions although I believe that they would have
made the thesis significantly better than it is now., I
apologize to Professor Gallin and to readers for defects
that could have been remedied if I had made the improve-
ments that he suggested. I plan to make the recommended
changes as portions of the dissertation are revised for
publication,

Finally, I am greatly indebted to my family. My
wife, Nancy McMillin Barnett, provided professional assis-
tance as a fellow anthropology graduate student as well as
incredible amounts of patience, encouragement, and under-
standing. My two children, Beth and Sidney, not only en-
dured what might have been regarded as the relative hard-
ship of 1life in a rural Taiwanese village, they thoroughly
enjoyed it, made many friends of their own, and helped make
our stay & most enjoyable one. My parents, Betty and Bill,
and my mother-in-law, Mary, never deviated from a constant
faith in my ébility far beyond my own.

Please forgive the unfortunate errors of omission for
my debt to so many is too great to be recognized or repaid
other than indirectly, by a dedication to scholarship and
service to others, in order to transmit the benefits to

the next generation,

Iowa City, Iowa
May, 1970 WKB



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES . . . . . . . . .
LIST OF FIGURES . . . . . . . . .
LIST OF SYMBOLS . . . . . . . . .
PREFACE . . . . . . . . . . .

CHAPTER I: PROBLEM AND APPROACH . . . . .
Overview of the Theoretical Problem .
Discovery and Evolution of the Specific Problem
Taiwan as a Research Site . .

Constraints on the Selection of a Research Site
Selection of the Subject Village . . . .
Research Methods o . . . . . .
Approach to the Problem . . .

CHAPTER II: THE SETTING . .

Location and Phyaiography . . . . .
Weather . . . . . .
Historical Setting - Taiwan . . . .
Historical Setting - Sanlei Ts'un . . . .
The Population . . . . . . . . .
Social Organization . . . . . . .
Languages ., . . . . . . . . .
Clothing . . . . . . . .
Dwellings and Community Buildings . . . .
Personal Property . . . . . . . .
Health and Sanitation . . . . . . .
Food and Diet . . . . . . . . .

CHAPTER III: THE ECONOMIC BASE
Land and Land Tenure .
Irrigation ., o .
Rice . . . .
Tea L[] L] [ ] o L]
Oranges .
Miscellaneous Cash Crop
Subsistenance Crops
Anima: Husbandry .
Wood R
Non-Agrigultural Employment

e o WDe o o o

[ ) L] [ ] [ [ ] L L 3 [ ]
L] L [ ] [ ] [ ] L ] [ ] L] [ ] L] L ]
L ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ [} [ ] [ ]
. [ ] L ] L ] L ] L] L ] L] * L] [
L ] L ] [ [ ] [ ] L] . . [ ] L] [ ]

vi

116
123
130
134
13
13

43



A Case of Technological Obsolescence
Division of Labor . . . . .
Household Money Management ., . .
Household Budgets . . . . .

CHAPTER IV: FORMAL ORGANIZATION AND SOCIAL CONTROL

National Government . . . R
Provincial Government . . . .
County Government . . . . .
Local Government .

Divisions of Local Government and Politics

Regional Factions in the Li . .
Ideological Factions in the Li , .
Local Officers and Procedures ., .
The Farmers' Association . . .
Farmers' Association Factions . .
The Fruit Cooperative . . . .
Education . , . . . . .
Social Control . . . .
Mediation and Legal Processes . .
Interpersonal Relations and "Face" .,
CHAPTER V: KINSHIP , . . .
Family Versus Household . .
Household Registration . . .
Family Types and Distribution .
Historical Changes in Family Size
Family Surn?mes ) .
Chia Chang (Head of Family .
Processes Changing Family Size .
Regular Marriage . . . .
Selecting a Spouse , . . .
Incorporation of the Bride , .
Chao Fu (Adopted-in Husband) .
§Iaosi— (Adopted Daughter Marriage)
Tmplications of Marriage Forms . .
Reasons for Adopting Daughters . .
Distribution of Adopted Daughter Types
Adopted Sons . .
Family Division and Inheritance .

® e e & o o o e © o o o

Basis for a Diachronic Approach to the Family

]

. L [ ] [} [} L] . L[] [ L[] [} [ ] [ [

Postulates Affecting the Family Life Cycle .

Family Life Cycles ,

The Basis of Extra-Familial Kinship Organizatio

The Compound . . . . . .

CHAPTER VI: VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS .
Money Lending Clubs .

Chieh Pai Hsiung Ti (Sworn Brothers Associations)

8 ASBOC at ODB . . .

]

L] L[] L] [ L] [ Y . L ) [} L L] ) L] . L]

e o o o o .

oS.ooooo.o-

Social Effects of Men's Voluntary Assoeiations .

Neighborhood . . . . . .

vii

e e o o o o o e ® o o e o o o o

L] [ ] L] [ ] L] L] L] [ ] L] [} [ ] L] .

. . L] L] L] [

158
162

169

178
179

227



Sanlei Ts'un Temple Association .
Talei Li Temple Association

Young Women
I Ching (Voluntary Policemen)
Corvee . . . . . .

The Temple versus an Ancestral Hall
Women's Work Groups . . .
Men's Work Groups . . . .
Tea Processors . . . . .
Young Men . . . . . .

L] L] L] [} [ ] [ ] L ] L ] L) L]
L] L] L] [} * L3 - [ ] ° [}

CHAPTER VII: RELIGION .
The Main Village Temple
Temple Gods . . .
Temple Events ., . .
Earth God Temple .
Miscellaneous Holy Places

e e o (D e e o o o o o

The Home Worship Center or Kun T'in .
Hsiang Lu (Censer) versus SHen W 1 linc stor
Worsﬁ%p_ﬂnits . ] . . .
Formal Religion . . . . . .
Religious Specialists . . . . .
A Fire Purification Ceremony . . . .
Summary . . . . . . . . .
CHAPTER VIII: THE LIFE CYCLE . . . .
The Desire for Children . . . . .
Pregnancy and Birth . . . . . .
Babiea o L] [ ) [ ) L] L] L] L] L] L]
Children . . . . . . . . .
Education . . . . . . . . .
Young Adults . . . . . . . .
Marriage . . . . . . . . .
Married Life . . . . . . . .
Sex L] L] L] . . L] o L] L] LJ
Birthdays . . . . . . . . .
Death and Beyond . . . . . . .
CHAPTER IX: CYCLES IN TIME . . .
The Sixty Year Cycle (Chia Tzu)
Calandars . .

The Yearly Religious Cycle . .
The Monthly Religious Cycle .
The Weekly Cycle . .
The Function of Religioua Holidaya
The Yearly Work Cycle . . .
The Daily Cycle . . . .

e © e o & o ° o

CHAPTER X: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS . .
Traditional Accounts of the Position of wbmen

[ e o o o o e o o o

e o o e o o

The Contrasting Position of Women in Sanlei Ts'un
Conclusions and Suggestions for Further Research

viii



NOTES . .
BIBLIOGRAPHY
GLOSSARY A:
GLOSSARY B:
GLOSSARY C:

[ () . L d [ L] o .

[} [ ] o [ o L o . o

PROPER PLACE NAMES . . . .
CHINESE TERMS AND SHORT PHRASES .
CHINESE SENTENCES AND LONGER PHRASES

ix

. 535

543
558
559
56L



N o LW Fowonn e

(0 o)

10
11

LIST OF TABLES

Taipei Climatic Averages for 56 Years
Historical Demographic Rates for Taiwan
Sanlei Land Types and Distribution .
Sex of Budget Manager by Household Type
Financial Statement, Liao Mou-tu Chia

Summary of Household Types in Sanlei Village

Historical Changes in Average Family Size
in Taiwan . . . . . . .

Distribution of Surnames in Sanlei .

Adopted Daughter Types in Sanlei Ts'un

Birth Order of Adopted-in Female Residents

Percentage of Sanlei Villagers who Graduated

L7
70
108
165
170
232

234
241
271
273
b1z .



O @ ~N o VM £ w N ¥

o =
N =~ O

LIST OF FIGURES

Map of Taiwan: Locating Sanlei Village .

Map of Sanlei Ts'un (Village) . . . . .
Population Pyramid Sanlei Village, 1966 .

Typical Sanlei House Plan with Furnishings .
Kinship Diagram, Liao Mou-tu Chia . . . . .
Kinship Diagram, Chiu Yung-man Chia . . . .
Kinship Diagram, Liao Chi-cheng Chia . . . .
Kinship Diagram, Huang Wen-sheng Chia . . .
Kinship Diagram, Patrilineal Descent Group . .
Relations Between Parents and Child's Spouse by Sex
Samples of Family Life Cycle Stages in Sanlei .

Kinship and Dwelling Diagram, Liao Chin-I .

xi

41
L5
65
89
231
237
256
277
283
289
292
306



O

LIST OF SYMBOLS

Male

Deceased
Male

Marriage

Descent

Departed via
Migration or
Adoption

Adopted
Daughter
Marriage
(Siaosiv)

O Female
Deceased
Female

;zé Divorce

[ Adoption

Adopted-in
Husband
Marriage
(Chao fu)

A

xii



PREFACE

As is customary in anthropological reporting,
fictitious names have been employed in order to protect the
subjects from ready identification, Additionally, although
the names of large cities and towns are correct, the names
of all small communities including the subject village
(ts'upn) are disguised.

The subject village is one of five villages which are
united to form a single 1li, a Chinese administrative unit
for which there is no English equivalent. Roughly, it may
be defined as the smallest political unit which possesses
both an elected head and an elected representative to the
next higher administrative level. For the sake of
simplicity, Talei or Talei Li will be used to refer to this
1li although in proper Chinese, it would be Ta Lei Li (Big
Fort Li).

In accordance with a common Chinese pattern, I have
derived names of the five villages in Talei Li from the 1i
name, The five villages are numbered in ascending order
from north to south and the number is then combined with the
second character of the 1li name to yield respective villege
names of T'oulei, Erhlei, Sanlei, Szulei, and Wulei. In

proper Chinese, all five would match the pattern which is

xiii



indicated for the subject village of the study: San Lei
Ts'un (Third Fort Village). Both Sanlei and Sanlei Ts'un
are used interchangeably.

.In addition, the names of all village residents are
pseudonyms. Since each name represents a real person
rather than a composite or statistical average, an assigned
name 1is used consistently throughout the report with
reference to any real named individual. Consequently, any
material which might be considered injurious or which could
prove embarrassing is not identified with any of the named
individuals,

In accordance with several previous anthropological
reports pertaining to Taiwan, Mandarin has been employed
for all native terms romanized according to the Wade-Giles
system., This was accomplished in spite of the fact that
the normal mode of discourse in the subject village as in
the majority of Taiwanese villages is in Min-nan Hwa
(Taiwanese). Taiwanese terms for which there are no
Mandarin equivalent are romanized according to the Douglas
system. Three glossaries gre provided: Glossary A con-
sists of proper place names in Mandarin and characters.
Since the names are in common use in literature and for
postal addresses, no Taiwanese equivalent is provided.
Glossary B consists of words and short phrases in Mandarin,
Taiwanese, English, and characters arranged alphabetically
according to the romanized Mandarin. Glossary C includes

characters and English for the longer phrases and sentences.

xiv



Monetary amounts ordinarily express the local
currency system which is often identified in the literature
as N.T. (New Taiwanese). Thus, $1.00 signifies one New
Taiwanese dollar, When it 1s necessary to list an American
equivalent, "U.S." is suffixed to the figure. At the
time of the study, $ L0.00 was equal to $ 1.00 (U.S.) at
the official rate of exchange and the unofficial rate on
the black market was nearly identical,

There are two units of measure commonly employed in
rural Taiwan and which appear frequently in this account.
The measure of the land area is the chia, equal to about
2.39 acres and the measure of weight is the chin, equal to

about one and one-third pounds,
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CHAPTER I

PROBLEM AND APPROACH

Overview of the Theoretical Problem

In a field study, I found that the actual role of
women in contemporary rural Taiwanese society was signifi-
cantly different from my expectations which were based on
an analysis of the traditional literature.l In brief, the
structural position of women was not inferior to the posi-
tion of men to the degree expected. Although part of the
differences between the observed and predicted patterns
was due to socio-cultural change and regional variation, a
significant portion is due to errors in abstraction by
former reporters. The theoretical problem for this study
is the delineation of the inconsistencies and an explana-
tion of the reasons for the errors.

One of the foundations of the anthropological ap-
proach to research is involvement in a culture foreign to
that of the investigator. This requirement is based on
the belief that a minimum level of dissimilarity is neces-
sary for both objectivity and awareness. That is, it is
necessary that behavior be sufficiently different from

that normally encountered by the investigator so that



assumptions about human nature are called into question.
It will be demonstrated that this ideal approach is not
realized in some kinds of societies.

In the early history of anthropology, most re-
search focused on primitive or tribal groups. Commencing
in the nineteen-thirties, anthropologists were led by
Redfield (1930), Fei (1939), and Embree (1939) to the
study of major civilizations, particularly peasant socie-
ties. As Geertz has written, '"The peasant is an immemor-
ial figure on the world social landscape but anthropol ogy
noticed him only recently" (1962:1). The interest in
peasants gradually increased, particularly in the last
twenty years. Foster argues that problems of peasantry
now occupy the attention of more anthropologists than any
other (1967a:2).

There is a qualitative difference between peasant
societies and primitive societies which has not been suf-
ficiently considered: the possession of a '""Great Tradi-
tion" which is clearly expressed in a literary record.
There has been some research with regard to the degree
which the "Little Tradition'" of a local community expresses
the ""Great Tradition" of the society in which it is em-
bedded.2 Yet, what is often seemingly overlooked is that
the "Great Tradition" and the literary record usually con-
cern only the elite classes in a society, the bearers of

the '""Great Tradition.'" The existence of a record of this



type has important implications for anthropological re-
search.

An anthropologist prepares to study a great civili-
zation by reading as much of its record as possible in-
cluding the great novels, poetry, songs, history, philoso-
phy, and the like. This is inevitably accomplished even
though a small rural community research project is planned.
It was suggested by implication in the above paragraph
that the relationship between the '"Great Tradition' ex-
pressed in this literature and the "Little Tradition" to
be discovered in the village is problematical. It is
possible that the study of the '"Great Tradition'" may create
a bias in the observer which psychologists refer to as
creation of a "psychological set."” Kendler (1968:319-20),
for example, argues that once the subject has internalized
one set of concepts or responses, it is extremely diffi-
cult for him to learn to reverse his knowledge. 1In simple
terms, it is implied that the investigator will discover
exactly what he expects to discover. He may make good ob-
servations in the field. Nevertheless, his conclusions
are likely to be consistent with the knowledge he derived
from his preparations before going to the field. Two cases
will illustrate this problem.

For the first, both the '"Great Tradition'" of China
and tﬁe anthropological reports agree that the dominant

residence pattern in China is patrilocal. A recent
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description of a Taiwanese village concluded that its
dominant residence pattern was patrilocal (Johnson, 1966).
Dominant was employed in a statistical sense, i.e., most
common. However, in the same paper, detailed data were
provided describing each marriage. My computations which
were solely based on the listed data revealed that 31% of
the residences after marriage were patrilocal and 33%,
neolocal. Therefore, the author's abstraction that patri-
local residence is dominant is not supported by his own
data. This is not a deliberate falsification for it is
highly probable that the villagers would also agree with
the investigator's contention that most brides join their
husbands at his father's house.

The second example is similar. At a meeting in
Taipei, I heard a sociologist's description of a tzgical3
Chinese wedding on Taiwan replete with the bride's red
dress and sedan chair which closely matched traditional
accounts. The use of the term typical implies that the
described pattern was most frequent. In my own village,

a Western-style white wedding gown rather than a red chi
pao (tight-collared slit-sided Chinese dress) was usual
and at the only wedding where the bride wore a red dress,
my Chinese assistant was very excited by the fact that the
bride was not wearing what he called the '"traditional
white gown." Therefore, after the paper was concluded I

questioned the author informally. In his village, he had



observed fifteen weddings; two brides wore a red dress and
thirteen, a white gown. He concluded that there were two
typical weddings and thirteen exceptions. His summary is
a good illustration of the argument--his data were good,
furnished without hesitation in spite of the fact the data
did not support his abstraction. His abstraction was con-
sistent with the '"Great Tradition' which I argue creates a
personal bias difficult for the investigator to overcome.
He, for example, displayed no anxiety when I confronted
him with the fact that his '"typical" ﬁedding should reflect
the white gown worn in 13 cases rather than the red dress
worn in two.

The kind of preparation described above for study
in a civilization contrasts significantly with that by an
anthropologist planning a tribal study. He too reads all
that is available but most of what he reads are observa-
tional reports rather than a body of indigenous literature.
He probably still brings to his study his own biases for
after all, '"No man looks at the world with pristine eyes"
(Benedict, 1935:4). However, the biases were derived from
a cultural background distinct from the focus of the field
study.

It is probable that the anthropologist interested
in one of the great civilizations brings to the field not
only the biases derived from his own culture but biases

from the culture in which he plans to conduct research.



K

oo

. .

3




Also note that this second type of bias is derived from a
subculture of the elite classes rather than from the peas-
ant masses. It is probably significant that many anthro-
pologists who study China are known as ''Sinologists' but
there is no equivalent term for those who study the Zuni
or the Nuba.

However, once a bias derived from the ''"Great Tradi-
tion" is overcome and reported in the literature, other
investigators soon discover the fact in their own re-
search This does not imply that there is any falsifica-
tion; rather, that once the importance of some social fact
is drawn to the attention of the investigator, he looks
at its implications for his own research. This latter be-
lief is supported by the fact that when ethnographies
written before its recognition are re-examined, they of-
ten provide support for th; new discovery through concrete
details although the original author may have reached the
opposite conclusion.

Let me illustrate with the case of the Chinese
family. Almost all early descriptions of the Chinese
family emphasized its nature as a large extended family
unit. In a demographic survey of 2,866 farm families in
China, Buck revealed that most of the families were nu-
clear and smaller than previously suggested (1930). How-
ever, Buck's report did not have much effect on the liter-

ature until discovered and reported with further data by



F. L. K. Hsu in an article entitled "The Myth of Chinese
Family Size'" (1943). Subsequent to Hsu's article, almost
every anthropologist-sinologist includes a section in any
article about the Chinese family that echoes this discovery
about the frequency of its small size (Lang, 1946; Lee,
1949; M. Levy, 1949; Gallin, 1966). However, one still
finds many new articles on the Chinese family by others
more removed from the mainstream of the sub-discipline
which are either citing earlier literature or are citing
quotes of quotes which still describe the Chinese family
system as if the extended family were the norm. Before
Hsu's article (1943), Fei had written (1939:27) that ''the
basic social group in the village is the chia, an expanded
family." However, a careful examination of his data re-
veals that in his village the large family was rare. He
calls it "curious" that "in less than ten percent of the
total number of Chia [sic] do we find more than one mar-
ried couple" (1939:28). In summary, Fei does furnish data
which support the arguments for the high frequency of the
small family size although he concludes the opposite.

For another illustration, consider the only re-
cently realized importance of the role of affinal rela-
tives in the Chinese kinship system first recognized by
Gallin (1960). Gallin's report stressed their importance
at the level of the peasant sector of the society as well

as the elite. Affinal relatives in China, in spite of a



supposed overwhelming emphasis on patrilineality, have
been '""discovered' to be important in economic and politi-
cal spheres as well as in such other spheres as marriage,
funerals, education, certain birthdays, childbirth, etc.
Subsequent reports take Gallin's discovery into account.
For example, A. P. Wolf (1968) stressed the importance of
the need to establish a network of affinal relations as
one factor promoting traditional marriage forms in a Tai-
wanese peasant village.

As suggested previously, the re-examination of
earlier reports also reveals clues to the importance of
affinal relatives. The partnership which dominates Lin
Yueh-hwa's study of Chinese familism (1947) consisted of
a pair of affinal relatives. Although Fei placed great
emphasis on agnates, he does indicate some significance
for affinal extensions (1939:86-7). Finally, Freedman
concludes (1957:225-31) that the kinship system in Singa-
pore does not place an emphasis ''on the groupings of
people into agnatic groups' which is found in Fukien and
Kwangtung. The importance of affinal relatives is one of
the factors negating this expected emphasis. Because his
conclusions which were based on observation are different
than his expectations which were based on the literature,
he considers Singapore to be deviant (1957:225). 1In the
terms of the concept previously delineated, it may well
be the case that if he were to make observations in Fukien

and Kwangtung, he might also conclude that they too were



deviant from the model he furnishes for them, a model which
he derived from the traditional literature.

I wish to strongly emphasize that careful analysis
of earlier reports usually reveals support for each of
these new discoveries in spite of the fact they were con-
trary to conventional literature and the '"Great Tradition."
It is discovered that the old data lends itself to a fresh
interpretation in light of the new discovery. The original
interpretation was incorrect or perhaps, neglected certain
key aspects.

The above kinds of errors are now less likely to
eventuate. Probably to a greater degree than ever before
in the history of anthropology, there is an emphasis on
science and a scientific approach. It is my belief that
observations today include a greater amount of factual de-
tail such as enumeration of examples than previously. More-
over, extended case studies provide detailed data previously
available only to the original observer. There is corres-
pondingly less emphasis on impressions. It is felt that
this newer approach will help overcome the errors in pre-
vious ethnographies.

Attention is also being focused on research meth-
odology. In a recent introduction to a work on methods,
Epstein remarked on the "curious dearth of publications
devoted specifically to the problems of fieldwork" (1967:

vii). Malinowski has been held up as an excellent observer
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worthy of emulation by most of my generation of anthropolo-
gists and those of one generation earlier. Yet, there are
now second thoughts with regard to his reports. He was a
romantic, reporting on what the society was like in the
past and not on what he really observed. Where were the
western soldiers, traders, trading posts, etc.? Mair
(1969:135) claims that although Malinowski taught us 'to
look at society ' as a going concern,' what he described

in the Trobriand Islands was 'the going concern' as it must

have been just before a Colonial ruler began to interfere
with it." A romantic ideal and glorification of the past
has often been a part of anthropology. An indication of
this previous emphasis may be found in the frequent use of
the term the "ethnographic present’” rather than the '"past."
In this dissertation I plan to explore one of the
kinds of error previously described. Given the current
state of awareness about the small size of the Chinese fam-
ily, it is time for a detailed re-examination of consequent
differences in its internal roles and role relationships.
By means of a community case study, I focus on the role of
women in rural Chinese society and how the role differs
from that reported in the traditional accounts. In addi-
tion to the particular case study, traditional literature
will be re-examined for supporting evidence in spite of the

original author's own abstractions and conclusions.
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Finally, implications for anthropological research in

great civilizations will be considered.

Discovery and Evolution of the Specific Problem

Before going to the field, I had no plan to focus on
the role of women. I intended a standard descriptive eth-
nography with problem interests in culture change and the
computer simulation of decision-making behavior. Since
the specific concern with female roles appears to represent
a radical change, I shall briefly discuss the development
of my interest.

My preparations for field work were typical for
anthropology students of Chinese society. They included
an appropriate mastery of anthropological theory and
methods plus a good background in anthropological sources
pertaining to China. Additionally, I gained a basic
familiarity with materials on China from other disciplines
such as history, philosophy, literature, religion, and art.
Although I attempted to approach the field in an open-
minded manner, I had internalized a set of expectancies
for behavior against which my observations could be com-
pared. The observed behavior of women deviated most
strikingly from what I expected.

The status of women in China is traditionally pre-
sented as structurally inferior to the status of men. The
differences in status are not minor. In order to strength-

en the case for the lowly position of women in China,
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several sources (lLang, 1946:42; Bloodworth, 1966:71) echo
the words of the third century B.C. poet Fu Husan (Waley,
1941:72), "How sad it is to be a woman! Nothing on earth
is held so cheap.'" Parsons argues that female subordina-
tion is an adaptive structure, necessary for maintaining
continuity in Chinese society (1951:196). In one of the
most complete accounts of the position of women, based
both on interviews and a thorough review of the litera-
ture, Olga Lang concludes "man's supremacy in society and
family became complete' (1946:42). She further describes
the expected virtues of women as '""obedience, timidity,
reticence, and adaptability" (1946:43). Fairbank adds
that women were dominated by men and greatly inferior.

A behavior pattern of obedience and passivity was expected
of women. He further claims that although there were
forceful women, they controlled by indirection, not by
fiat (1948:28-42). Although greater detail is provided
in the last chapter of my account, the sources are in
overwhelming agreement with this brief description.

My early observations of female behavior were not
consistent with impressions deriving from this literature.
The first few weeks in Taiwan were devoted to locating a
research site, advanced language training, acquiring and
furnishing a house, and hiring and training assistants and
an amah. We traveled in the big cities of Taipei and
Taichung, their suburban towns, and the surrounding country-

side. We often found women to be domineering and verbally



13

abusive or authoritarian in their relations with men. It
is nearly impossible to spend more than five minutes in
a busy market without hearing a woman arguing with a man
and even berating him loudly. My wife was taught certain
curses, to be addressed only to males such as a salesman
or taxi driver. If the curses would not make a taxi
driver operate his vehicle at a slower rate, she was told
to hit him. We observed women hitting men with their um-
brellas on at least five occasions although in only two
of these cases did we collect data other than the obser-
vation. In one, a woman hit her husband because he had
spent too much money dfinking in the afternoon, apparently
a frequent occurrence. In the other, a woman hit a pedi-
cab driver whom she had not seen prior to that day in a
dispute over a fare. When asked if she feared physical
retaliation, she said that men seldom returned women's
blows.

As we establighed intimate friendships in the
cities and became intensively involved in the villages we
studied, we contimied to find that the behavior of women
was consistent with our initial observations rather than
the literature. For example, women were the most out-
spoken--men seldom raised their voices or verbally abused
women; women frequently screamed at men, relatives and
strangers alike. 1In the homes, women often controlled the

family budget. I never saw a woman locked out of her
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house overnight for misbehavior but on five occasions in
the village during our residence, men slept all night on
the ground because their wives had locked them out after
they had come home too late or had spent too much money at
a drinking party. One cold wet night I wanted to let a
locked-out man sleep on my kitchen floor. My assistant,
an educated Taiwanese, argued that it would not be best
because the wife would get very angry and make trouble
for us in the village. Our discussion was academic for
the man was too afraid not to stay out. He said that his
wife wanted him to stay out; he had done wrong, and if he
came into our house for the night, his wife would not be
satisfied and would only cause him more trouble.

Almost everyone agreed that women could bargain
better than men and obtain lower prices. For example, the
fare from town to my village was $24.00 to $26.00 on the
taxi meter. It was extremely easy to negotiate a flat
price of $20.00 and men who bargained hard could lower
this to $18.00. However, women could get the price down
to $16.00. No man could get the price this low and if a
man began to get into a cab after a woman had negotiated
a $16.00 price, the driver would refuse to transport him.
Most village men attributed their family's ability to save
to the dominance and thriftiness of women.

The longer we stayed in the village, the greater

the accumulation of data which supported the discrepancy
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between observed and expected female behavior. After my
return to Michigan State University, I carefully reviewed
the traditional literature in the light of this apparent
discovery. There were many clues suggesting that the
previous case had been overstated. There were a few exam-
ples of others who had already made the identical discov-
ery, the earliest in the report of Yosaburo Takekoshi
which was based on an extensive tour of Taiwan early in
the period of the Japanese occupation. He illustrates
this contrast between preparation and observation sug-
gested previously in a single sentence:

I had heard that the women of China were

grevously [sic] oppressed, and I expected to

find it the same in Formosa, but, after carefully

investigating the facts, I have come to the con-

clusion that Formosan women enjoy more freedom

in many respects than is allowed to their sisters

in China (1907:310).

My discussion and interpretation of female behavior
are disturbing to some educated Chinese for they too are
enculturated in terms of their own 'Great Tradition."
Chinese friends who have read some of the following chap-
ters argue that too much emphagsis has been placed on the
exceptions instead of on the actual traditional patterns.
At a party one night, nine Chinese student friends stated
that men usually controlled all the money in a Chinese
household. However, in answer to my direct question about

their own households, only two stated that their fathers

controlled the money and the other seven, their mothers.
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After a few mimutes of discussion, eight of the nine stu-
dents agreed that the fathers were proper and standard and
the seven female examples in their respective homes were
all exceptions. One student felt he needed further data.
The facts in the example support my argument; the stu-
dents' beliefs do not. The contrast between the facts

and beliefs suggests the strong influence of the ''Great
Tradition" on individual members of a society. The nine
students were actually surprised by the extent of female
influence in their collective homes. Those in homes where
mother was in control were somewhat surprised to find so
many others in like positions. A. P. Wolf reports a
similar kind of discrepancy between the ''case enumeration
summary" and the '""villager's general summary" with regard
to the frequency of marriage types in a Taiwanese village
(1968).

A mechanism for the causes of incomplete obser-
vations and conclusions has been suggested, the previous
internalization of a ""Great Tradition." Cognitive dis-
sonance theory (Festinger, 1957) helps explain the persis-
tence of the belief in the face of contrary evidence. Cog-
nitive dissonance theory states that when we obtain infor-
mation which is inconsistent with our current beliefs, we
are in a conflict situation. The conflict may be resolved
by "denying" the new information or by changing the belief
(Heiss, 1968:10). The examples previously listed
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illustrate both of these possibilities. It appears that
the normal tendency is to '"'deny" the conflicting inter-
pretation. When one individual does make a breakthrough
and changes his belief, it is easy for others to follow
suit, assuming the new belief is supported by the evi-
dence. It is much easier to join at least one partner
in oppositition to the opinion of a graup than to stand
alone (Asch, 1955:35).

Taiwan as a Research Site

Most sinologists are extremely frustrated by the
fact that they are not permitted to conduct research in
Mainland China, prvimrily because of their inability to
obtain the permission of the Communist government. This
problem is particularly acute for anthropologists because
of their research orientation which favors an intensive
study of a single commnity by means of participani ob-
servation. A number of approaches have been employed in
an attempt to overcome the frustration.

There have been studies of Chinese culture by means
of documents at a distance (Freedman, 1958; 1966). There
have been a few community studies in Mainland China but
these are of questionable reliability due to the lack of
the professional qualifications of the investigator (J. T.
Myrdal, 1965), the personal ideologies of the investiga-
tors (Crook and Crook, 1959; 1966), or the extremely
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short period allowed for the investigation (Geddes,
1963).

The most common approach has been to study a Chi-
nese commnity outside of mainland China. Sometimes the
commnities function as sub-cultures in very different
societies such as Indonesia (Tan, 1963) or Thailand
(Coughlin, 1960; Skinner, 1957). In other cases, the
communities are in areas of mixed political history and
domination but which appear to have significant Chinese
characteristics: Singapore (Preedman, 1957; Elliott,
1955), Hong Kong (Ward, 1954; Potter, 1968; Baker, 1968),
or especially Taiwan (Gallin, 1966; Cohen, 1969; Wolf,
1968; Pasternak, 1969; Diamond, 1969).

All of the above communities have been strongly
affected by foreign influences. This does not imply that
mainland China has not been influenced; rather, extreme
caution must be exercised in any attempt to generalize
from the research site to mainland China for the extent
of foreign influences are significantly different, both
in quantity and quality.

There are good reasons why Taiwan is the most popu-
lar of these research locations. It is inhabited by Chi-
nese people living in a Chinese cultural context under a
Chinese government. The only official language is Man-
darin Chinese. Six years of education are compulsory,
nine years since 1968, and only in officially accredited

government schools.
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However, Taiwan has serious drawbacks. Fried be-
lieves the relatively shallow period of Chinese residence
is the most serious of these (1966:285). Also, Taiwan
was occupied by the Japanese for a fifty year period, a
situation not dissimilar to the American occupation of the
Philippines. Although Japanese immigration never reached
high levels, contacts with mainland China during this
period were nearly as restricted as they have been during
the last twenty years. For the most part, there were only
minor efforts expended to Japanize the island and these
occurred primarily in the last portion of the period of
occupation, since the nineteen-thirties, as part of the
war effort. However, the degree of Japanization was quite
unevenly applied, strongest in the urban and suburban
areas of large cities. A successful individual had to
become quite Japanese for education was in the Japanese
language in a Japanese school system. During the fifty
years, officialdom was Japanese or at the very least,
Japanese-oriented.

Aside from the short period between the restoration
in 1945 and the Communist conquest of the mainland in
1949, contact with the mainstream of Chinese culture has
been almost completely curtailed. There were large num-
bers of people who migrated permanently from the mainland
to Taiwan during that short period of four years. These

migrants and their descendants are known as "Mainlanders"
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and are contrasted with the "Taiwanese,' those Chinese
who were residents or descendants of residents before
establishment of the Japanese suzerainty.

In 1945, the population of Taiwan was about
6,560,000 (Hsieh, 1964:212). During the next four years
about 400,000 Japanese returned home and 100,000 Taiwan-
ese came back from Japan (Hsieh, 1964:185). The net loss
was offset by the migrants from the mainland which in-
cluded 600,000 military personnel plus civilians conser-
vatively estimated at a half-million and perhaps twice
that (Fried, 1966:288). Most estimates today state Main-
landers constitute nearly 15 per cent of the population
but some estimates range as high as 25 per cent (Latour-
ette, 1964:42). 1Instead of a random sample of mainland
population, the Mainlanders consisted of two rather dis-
tinct groups: a military one, not wealthy, most without
dependents, and an urbanized Westernized set of business
men, government officials, and professionalg with their
families. In either case, they tended to settle in urban
areas.

Mainlanders and Taiwanese are not yet amalgamated
and relations between them are often strained. Fried
states that:

The Nationalist government actively seeks to

build an image of present-day Taiwan that feat-
ures peaceful, pleasant accommodation as the

mode of interaction between Taiwanese and Main-
landers. There is ample evidence . . . that the
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picture thus presented falls short of the

reality--although overt antigovernment activity

is subdued to the point that casual observers

may be led to believe it nonexistent (1966:296).
This is a reasonable estimate of the situation. Many
Taiwanese villagers I chatted with in several places on
the island feel that they and the Mainlanders are dif-
ferent. They would generally be pleased to maintain the
present level of social distance.u It appears that the
government program of indoctrination and education in a
common single language plus the effects of social inter-
action and intermarriage are reducing the extent of so-
cial distance.

Unlike Taiwan, mainland China is largely cut off
from the remainder of the world. Her leaders have had
little experience outside China. Few foreigners are per-
mitted to reside in China or visit as tourists and even
then, the movements of foreigners are greatly restricted.
In contrast, Taiwan has a large resident foreign popula-
tion, primarily American Military personnel, their depen-
dents, and supporting organizations. Moreover, Taiwan
is a major '"Rest and Recreation’ center for American
troops from vietnam, 40,000 per year, and is fast becom-
ing q major tourist attraction, particularly for the
Japanege Mos t foreigners live in the large cities and
their suburbs , particularly Taipei. BEnglish language
signg abound and canned and dry Western foods are to be

founq in almost every grocery store even in remote
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villages. Other Western goods may be purchased in the
cities and towns. Movie houses all over Taiwan frequently
run American movies, usually with Chinese subtitles. On
television in rural villages, a favorite show was the
American program '"Combat' with Chinese subtitles. 1In
these kinds of contacts and in the extent and depth of
their influences, there are significant differences be-
tween Taiwan and the Mainland.

Finally, economic conditions are significantly
different from those found on the Mainland. Taiwan has
a relatively high standard of living as compared with the
bulk of Asia. There is more industry, better educational
opportunities, better transportation systems and better
health care accompanied by lower mortality rates and
longer life expectancy.

In spite of these problems, as previously argued,
Taiwan remains the best site outside of the Mainland for
research into Chinese culture. As claimed by Freedman,
"Taiwan {s China--that at least is not in dispute . . ."
(1963:4)., Even 1f it is eventually realized that research
on Taiwan g not directly relevant to the processes of
the maingtream of Chinese history, it is an excellent re-
search gjto on its ©Own terms, an example of a developing
Peasant society, B former colony,'rapidly undergoing
tmnsff’rmation and entering the mainstream of world change

towardg devel opment of a modernized industrialized nation.
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Constraints on the Selection of a Research Site

My original goal was to prepare a standard ethnog-
raphy of a Taiwanese village. Ethnographic data normally
may be used in a number of ways to further achievement
of a number of goals. Some of these uses are planned and
explicit; others are generated out of the field exper-
ience; and still others are not realized until later,
after analysis by the original investigator or others.

The latter use is especially dependent on the comprehen-
siveness of the original data. Every ethnography is neces-
sarily highly selective. Out of a huge mass of behavior,
the ethnographer abstracts selected aspects which he be-
lieves to be relevant in terms of his theoretical orien-
tation or which bear on the problems under investigation.
Since I originally had three major problems under con-
sideration, they will be discussed briefly below because
they affected the quality and quantity of the data and
were important considerations in selection of the research
site.

For the first, I am cooperating with my major pro-
fessor, . Bernard Gallin, senior investigator in a study
of rura].¢o-urban migration and urban influences on rural
village life, especially as the city becomes a stimulus
for ch&nge. This research is primarily related to Taiwan

but eVentually mAY be extended to include other peasant

°°°i‘ties, The f£irst village studied for this purpose
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(Gallin, 1966) was located many miles from a large city
and required several hours travel to reach by local trans-
portation.

To contrast with the kind of location studied by
Gallin, it was desired to select a village which would be
within commting distance of a large city such that vil-
lage residents could travel daily to work. Yet, to con-
trol as many other relevant factors as possible, it was
necessary that village residents be descendants of Hokkien
families who had migrated from Fukien at least one hun-
dred years previously, whose primary occupations were in
agriculture, and who possessed a clear identity as a com-
munity. In addition to the constraints on site selec-
tion, this cooperation in a study of rural-urban factors
necessitated the collection of data comparable to that
acquired in the original study conducted in 1957-58
(Gallin, 1966) as well as his follow-up study in 1965-66.
The latter required duplication of one questionnaire ad-
ministered to a sample of the villagers and another, to
a sample of villagers who had migrated to the city of Tai-
pei.

The second Pproblem interest was due to the stimu-
lation of pr. John Gullahorn. I have a major interest
in the computer simulation of human social behavior with
a 1°“8-term goal of the eventual use of the data to build

2 compyt ¢y nodel ©f the village which would simulate human
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decision-making processes. Dr. Gullahorn's original
similation model involved a small number of people, three,
who were artificial, and with considerable detail for

each one (Gullahorn and Gullahorn, 1963; 1964). In com-
plementary fashion, my intended simulation would involve
more people, real rather than artificial constructions,

and fewer details for each individual. This second prob-
lem interest necessitated selection of a fairly small
village of manageable proportions, and the acquisition

of a considerable amount of detail regarding every individ-
ual villager. Finally, to simplify the simulation, a rela-
tively fixed structure and process would be an ideal. The
fewer the changes that had occurred over the past fifty
years, the better.

Finally, I and my wife, also a graduate student in
anthropology, were both in the field at the same time and
for the same general purpose, to conduct research on which
to base our dissertations. The process required two in-
dependent community studies. However, since we were both
interested in cultural and social change, it was possible
to select gites which would maximize possibilities for
understanding the processes of change. We decided to
select o yillages that represented relative extremes on
a modem_to_traditional continuum. However, the two com-
mnitieg would be selected so that they would be nearly

identical for as many other factors as possible: size,
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age, ecological setting, etc., in order to allow for a
"controlled comparison' (Eggan, 1954).

In order to meet the conditions imposed by the above
three projects the object village would ideally have the
following characteristics:

1. Population: 350 to 500

2. Reference Location to lLarge City: Daily
commiting distance

3. Age: 100 to 250 years
L. Primary Occupational Structure: Agricultural
5. Primary Language: Taiwanese (Min-nan hua)
6. Place of Origin of Original Settlers: Fukien
7. Orientation: Traditional
8. Neighboring Village: Paired with one which
shares a nearly identical ecological setting
and as many of the other characteristics listed
above as possible except that it should be
relatively modern rather than traditional.
Except for the terms traditional and modern, all the above
items were relatively easy to operationalize. Traditional
is employed in the sense of emphasizing notions of contin-
uity and stability (Sampson, 1964:723) and modern is its
opposite, emphasizing change although no value judgment is
intended, These terms are "ideal types” in a logical sense
which proyjde 1imiting cases at each end of a continuum
(LOCkVOOd, 1964:312). No community fits at any one loca-
tion on the continuum in every aspect, i.e., the more

m . .
odern e nity with regard to most traits may be more

tmditiona]_ with regard to others, but two locations, in
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general, may be relatively close or relatively distant to
each other on the continmuum. Traditional should also not
imply stagnation for no village we visited in Taiwan was
not extensively changed during the past twenty-five years.
Easily contrasted factors distinguishing traditional from
modern included housing types, extensiveness of material
goods such as television sets, motorcycles, and sewing
machines, changes in occupational structure, average level
of formal education, and types of health practices. The
traditional village was one which had changed relatively
little in the last twenty-five years; the modern village
was one which had changed considerably. I will illus-
trate with one concrete example. In the traditional vil-
lage, mid-wives attended at births which have usually
been in the home; in the modern village, most women went
by bus to a Western-style clinic in town which was staffed
with doctors, mid-wives and nurses.

Personal factors not directly relevant to the re-
search design also influenced éelection of the village:
we would have to be accepted and locate housing. These
two conditijons did not prove to be problems since every
site that approached reasonable congruence with the other
above requirements would have seemingly made out entry
easy,

I traveled with my family which included

Finally,
two school-age children. Since we planned on a residence
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of eighteen months, it was necessary that we locate within
reasonable commuting distance of an American school. This
requirement restricted the locations to the countryside

surrounding the large cities of Taipei and Taichung, each

of which possessed an appropriate school.

Selection of the Subject Village

Due to the difficult terrain and state of the roads
and transportation facilities in the main possible loca-
tions, investigation revealed that distances should be
specified in terms of travel-time rather than mileage. It
was arbitrarily decided that a minimum of one-half hour
travel-time probably separated village from city life.
Maximally, as travel-time approached or exceeded one and
one-half hours, it appeared unlikely that the village
would contain any daily commuters. With the help of the
J.C.R.R. (Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction) a pair
of irregular concentric lines were drawn on maps of the
areas surrounding Taipei and Taichung delineating the
requisite distances of one-half to one and one-half hours
travel-time. Demographic and ecological characteristics
of all villages bounded by the lines were analyzed in a
preliminary fashion with officials of the J.C.R.R. and
with Professor Chen Shao-hsing of the Sociology Depart-

ment at National Taiwan University.
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We also discussed potential sites with officials
in each township office and the local farmer's association
linked with villages within the specified areas although
at this period of first contact, our requirements were not
revealed to consultants in the detail listed above. We
then visited any villages within the area that remotely
approached the specifications. On all occasions, we were
accompanied by a minor official of the local farmers'
association. The latter individuals have comprehensive
knowledge of the local commnity and moreover, usually
have good relations with most villagers.

Some sites were discarded immediately for such ob-
vious defects as size, too large or too small, or economy,
i.e., a factory located within village limits. More prom-
ising ones received a visit with local officials, a walk-
ing tour through the village, and chats with several resi-
dents. Such investigations took from thirty minutes to
an hour and a quarter with an average of about 45 minutes
each. There was the inevitable cup of tea with the mayor
or some other important resident. 1In these investigationms,
the farmers' association official was invaluable for al-
most everyone knew the representative by name and wanted
to talk with him. These investigations took one to three
days for each township area. After examining the data
upon completing & township area, most sites were elimina-

ted. Those villages which still seemed promising were
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revisited for a period of three to five hours. Finally,
pefore going on to the next township, these latter sites
were discussed again with senior officials who were
familiar with demographic and economic details. Ten
potential pairs of villages reached this level of analy-
sis.
After completing the entire circuit surrounding
Taipei and Taichung, more thorough analysis reduced the
ten to a final three, one in the Taichung area and two in
the Taipel area. Seven of the ten sites were eliminated
solely because of the desire to minimize differences be-
tween the pairs of villages as discussed in connection
with one research goal of a controlled comparison. For
example, one village was considerably larger than the
other; or one village was next to the river and the other
was not.

We spent two full days in each of the remaining
three pairs of villages. One of these was eliminated be-
cause it was too close to two comminities in which many
Americans resided and several of its residents were either
working or had worked in American households as servants
or gardeners. It was a ''toss-up' between the final two.
The one we selected saved a move of 100 miles and was

nearest the school (1-1/2 hours) we thought best for our

children.
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All of this may falsely suggest that the community
to be described in the following chapters is atypical for
raiwan. There were dozens of sites which satisfied all
the specified requirements except the desire for a nearby
sister village which would be identical in as many fea-

tures 88 possible except the differences along a modern-

to-traditional continuum. The presence of such a nearby

village should have no effect on this current report which
primarily £ocuses on the traditional village of the pair.
Many other villages which would have served this last pur-
pose equally well were located adjacent to even larger

more sophisticated villages which contained factories and

wine houses for example.

Research Methods

The standard methods of anthropological techniques

were employed: participant-observation, mapping, census,

interviews, etc. Although four key informants were devel-

oped and cultivated, at least four interviews were conduc-

ted with each adult resident of the village. Before de-

parture, I knew and could recognize at a distance every
adult and most of the children.

During the first nine months, we lived in the city

of Taipei and commuted to the village. We came at dif-

ferent times of the day and evening and remained for

various periods of time. We often stayed overnight. I

rented a room (occasionally sharing it with single young
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men) in @ village house for a month at a time, each month
a different house. In this room I conducted some inter-
views but primarily it was used for writing, organizing
data, rest, and sleeping. I also took most of my meals
with the household in which I had a room. This tech-

nique allowed me to become an intimate part, a boarder, in
geveral different households. People could be on their
pest behavior for a few days, but it proved impossible to
act ynmnaturally for an entire month.

During the last eight months, we moved into one of
the two villages, Erhlei, in a household of our own.
Since the two villages had one common boundary, were both
located in the same li, and the village centers were sep-
arated only by the equivalent of one and a half city
blocks, the particular village location did not appear to
be important. We were quite surprised at the differences
resulting from our establishment of a residence in Talei
Li. We experienced a higher level of acceptance although
we felt we had already established excellent relations.
We were asked to serve in the Parent Teacher's Association
and were now taxed for school and temple affairs. Al-
though our children had visited the villages many times,
they quickly established their own network of friends and

associates and our son attended the local school one day

a week.



33

Full acceptance is never possible. An American of
propean descent must accept the fact he will always be

considered a rich, highly educated, kao pi tzu (big nose

or Westerner ). ‘There are various clues to evaluate your
level of acceptance. Your relative status may be asses-
sed by where you are assigned to sit at a dinner in some-
me's house £for locations at the table are ranked in order
of importance. At a big festival such as a wedding for
vhich there are many tables, relative importance is also
assigned to different tables. For example, although the
groom goes from table to table toasting the guests and
being toasted in turn, he starts with the most important
table and ends with the least. At the start of our
study, we were the most prestigious guests at every func-
tion, even ranking above the mayor of the large nearby
town of Hsin Tien. As time passed, we moved down the
tables in rank position, joining the richer villagers but
sitting below local village officials. At the last wed-
ding, my wife sat at the lowest ranking regular table in
the kitchen with the women in the immediate family since
one woman in the family was one of her closest friends in
the village and I sat at the third-ranking table with my
"sworn brothers.' Three months before I left, I had
achieved a high level of acceptance by becoming a member

of a chieh pai hsuing ti> (sworn brothers association).

A final key may be found in the term of address which
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changed from the inevitable Ba Syan Sheng (Mr. Barnett)

to a kinship term or A Wei (Intimate A plus my first name).
My wife was called A ku (FaSi) by most village children.
We employed a number of research assistants,
primarily relying on three, two male and one female. One
was well-trained and had had extensive experience with
other American scholars. The other two were young college
graduates, both with majors in agricultural economics and
rural sociology. All three were fluent in Mandarin,
Japanese, Taiwanese, and English. Additionally, each
had a warm pleasant personality and quickly became popu-
lar with villagers. The three worked interchangeably with
myself and my wife in both villages. Sometimes they worked
alone and sometimes with one or the other of us or both.
In field work with an intérpreter-assistant, there are
always problems in assuring faithful reproduction. No one
language was universal for all villagers although Taiwanese
approached it. Mandarin was a poor second. Constant re-
checking of data through repeated interviews with the same
informant and other informants with regard to the same
data is a necessary and regular part of anthropological
field research. By using different assistants for inter-
views regarding the same data with different informants,
one is also able to assess the accuracy and ability of the
assistant. We had studied Mandarin formally before leaving

the United States and continued formal study in Taipei.
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Taiwanese was studied informally in the village. Our
limited command of the two languages also provided a means
of checking data.
Additionally, two villagers were employed, one
male and one female, both excellent in Taiwanese and reas-
onably fluent in Mandarin. The female was a young primary
school graduate from Sanlei, primarily employed as house-
hold help. However, she was bright, active, sensitive,
observant , privy to village gossip, the daughter of one
of the informal village leaders, and proved most helpful.
The boy was from Erhlei, a part-time farm laborer study-
ing drafting nights and Saturdays in a Taipei technical
high school. Villagers considered him a very good boy
and he was very popular. He was first employed to make
a village map of households and fields and detailed house-
hold plans. Since he had ready access to all village
houses, he also made periodic inventories of possessions
including the farm animals. He too became an excellent
informant. Since both were bilingual in Mandarin and
Taiwanese, they often proved useful as interpreters during
our period of residence in the village for only one of
the regular assistants lived in the village. Our ability
in Taiwanese never reached a level sufficient for serious
interviews but we could use it for simple polite conversa-

tion. We both understood more than we could speak.
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Finally, mention must be made of the fact that
there were two anthropologists in the family, one male
and one female. There are some situations in which a
pale has 8 significant advantage, and others, a female.
for example, T had a distinct advantage with regard to
men's drinking parties, dirty-story telling, sex life,
etc. On the other hand, it proved exceedingly difficult
for me to interview women under 30 on many subjects and
with regard to sex, almost any female at an age under 70

was nearly impossible. Indeed, for an anthropological
study of Chinese society, I believe a Western woman has
an advantage. She is fully accepted as a woman by the
women and simultaneously is almost accepted as a man by
the men. Although we each studied separate villages, we
inevitably participated in the affairs of both. Discus-
sion of data and interpretations constantly stimulated
and encouraged both of us for each could bring a fresh
ingight into the other's problems.

In addition to the usual techniques, there were
three special approaches. Because we eventually desired
to compare the two villages, ten months after commencing
field work, we jointly prepared an open-ehded interview
schedule which was independently administered to all adults
in each of the two villages. An interview schedule pre-
pared by Dr. Gallin was administered to a sample of village

residents. Finally, a number of interviews were conducted
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with villagers who had migrated to the city of Taipei,

about half during their visits to the village and half in

their city homes.

approach to the Problem

A key term necessarily employed frequently in this
report is ''role." Since the term often has been assigned
a nuber of Aif ferent meanings, I shall employ the follow-
ing definition in an attempt to avoid confusion:

As an aspect of social structure, a role may be

defined as a named social position characterized

by a set of (a) personal qualities and (b) activ-

ities, the set being normatively evaluated to

some degree both by those in the situation and

others (Sweetser, 1964:609).

This definition does not maintain the distinction between
status and role originated by Linton (1936:113-4) and
expanded by others (Parsons, 1951:25; Radcliffe-Brown,
1952:11), i.e., status refers' to the position and role to
the behavior associated with it. Nadel's argument that

it is pointless to separate a rule of behavior from its
application is most convincing (1957:20-44) so I have com-
bined status and role.

Roles do not exist in isolation. To identify a
single role is always to identify by implication another
role with which it is engaged in interaction patterns.

For example, a teacher implies a student and a parent, a

child. Merton proposes that role-set be used where a

status entails more than one social relationship (1957:
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368-9). I include the concept of role-set in my defini-

tion of role for there would be few roles which would not
involve several social positions. A public school teacher
in American soci ety necessarily relates to such positions
as student, colleague, and principal. She also probably
relates on a secondary level to parents, board members,
union officials, etc.

Since this study is of a small rural village, most
relationships are inclusive and serial, termed by Gluckman
"mltiplex'' (1964). By this he means that when two people
interact in a multiplex relationship, it is likely that a
large mumber of role relationships are involved. Although
roles are not synonymous with people, each person may be
examined analytically as if he were a bundle of roles.

The characteristics of the bundle effect role behavior as
does the personality of the individual. Part of the con-
cept of role includes the idea of a script for acting.
Some scripts are very explicit and others, quite general.
Each individual follows his script somewhat differently.
The major role I examine in the study is that of adult fe-
male. This role can be divided analytically into narrower
roles such as wife, mother, aunt, girl-friend, customer,
etc. The major relationship studied is between the adult
female and the adult male, the latter similarly suscep-
tible to finer'dictinctims. Abstraction at the highest

level, i.e., male-female relationships, is attempted
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although detailed data at lower levels are provided.

The next eight chapters contain an ethnographic
description of Sanlei, a village in Taiwan, with particu-
lar emphasis on the role of women. The last chapter pre-
sents the general abstraction discussed in the above par-
agraph and contrasts it with an abstraction from the tra-
ditional literature. Possible reasons for the discrepancy
between the two abstractions are considered and rejected
in favor of the theoretical position advanced at the be-
ginning of this chapter, i.e., the presence of a '"Great
Tradition'" and its effects on the anthropological field
worker. Implications for future research are then consid-
ered and a series of suggestions for reducing future

errors are advanced.






CHAPTER II

THE SETTING

Location and Physiography

The island of Taiwan (or Formosa) lies on an arc
which is convex to the Agiatic mainland and is bisected
by the Tropic of Cancer. At its closest point, Taiwan is
90 miles from the province of Fukien on the Chinese main-
land and nearly equidistant between Shanghai and Hong
Kong, each 400 miles distant (Cressey, 1964:174). Six
hundred miles up the arc to the northeast through Okinawa
is the Japanese island of Kyushu. Down the arc in the
other direction is Luzon in the Philippines a distance of
only 200 miles (Cressey, 1955:234). Taiwan is shaped
roughly like a tobacco leaf, about 245 miles long and 90
miles wide at its widest point. Its coastline of 700
miles is exceptionally smooth and unindented (Tregear,
1965:‘309\.).. With a total area of 13,800 square miles, it
is about the size of Holland or Massachusetts (See Figure
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» island, for the most part, is very mountainous.
thirty peaks exceeding 10,000 feet in elevation
-
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Talei Li

Figure 1. Map of Taiwan; Locating Sanlei Village
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and land which is relatively flat totals only about fif-
teen per cent of the island (Cressey, 1964:177). The
soils are similar to those of south China, mature, leached,
acid, and in need of constant applications of lime and
fertilizer (Tregear, 1965:306). Because of the terrain,
scarcely more than one third of the land area is arable.
The mountains are forested with some minerals, chiefly
coal, found in the northern end of the island (Hsieh,
1964:109).

The village of Sanlei lies in the northern third of
Taiwan, about four miles south of Taipei, Taiwan's capital
and largest city with a 1965 population exceeding one and
a quarter million people. To travel to the village, one
first takes a highway bus to Hsin Tien, a town of over
10,000 people, 2-1/2 miles south of Taipei (See Figure 1).
The township office with hegemony over Sanlei is located
in Hsin Tien and the town has traditionally served as the
major market and political center for the nearby villages.
Because of the mountainous terrain, the extent of the
area is irregular but probably does not exceed a radius
of two miles at a maximum. In the direction of Taipei,
its influence extends less than half the distance between
town and city. Hsin Tien is also a famous tourist mecca,
located next to Green Lake where boats may be rented.
Prior to the construction of a modern four-lane highway

in 1959, there was also a train from Taipei to Hsin Tien.
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The Hsin Tien river runs through Hsin Tien on its way
past Taipei to its mouth at the northern end of the island.

From Hsin Tien to Sanlei, one must travel on a
small rickety local bus a distance of another 2-1/2 miles
on a road which meanders, generally in a southwest direc-
tion. About half way to the village the blacktop two-lane
road narrows to one lane. 'When two vehicles meet, there
is usually an argument about which one will back up to
one of the various widef pPlaces in the road to let the
other pass. There is a small creek which parallels the
road for most of the distance to Hsin Tien. About half-way
to the village, two lines of foothills can be seen in the
distance slowly converging on the road until they meet
rather abruptly at Wulei, two villages beyond Sanlei. In
Wulei, the road ends with a "turn around" where the bus
starts its trip back to Hsin Tien. 1In Sanlei, the foot-
hills are only about 200 yards apart but even then, the
narrow valley is terraced. At its lowest point, next to
the river, the village elevation is about forty feet with
the foothills rapidly rising to peaks with an elevation
of over 800 feet.

Settlements in the area are primarily nucleated, a
compact collection of houses surrounded by their fields
with only a few scattered individual households. The nu-
cleated settlements range in size from 8 or 10 houses to

large villages with over 200. The larger villages are all
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near the road and stream while the smallest units are up

in the mountains. The bus stops at each village and also
at several places on the road where narrow paths lead to

other villages not on the road. The village centers are

not far apart, for the most part ranging from 200 to 350

yards.

Upon reaching Sanlei the bus stops just beyond the
center of the village in front of the temple (see Figure
2). It had stopped in the previous village of Erhlei
about 250 yards back and also at a spot about half way
between the two villages where a path leads up the moun-
tain to a small village. After leaving Sanlei, it is 300
yards to Szulei and another 250 yards to Wulei, the end of
the bus line.

The bus does not keep its schedule of nine trips
per day due to frequent breakdowns. Since it takes about
twelve minutes to go from Sanlei to the end of the line
and back, villagers rarely prepare to go to town until the
bus has passed. The twelve minutes between the time the
bus passes on its way to Wulei and its return in the direc-
tion of town are often witness to much confusion and
scrambling in the village by prospective passengers for
the bus driver rarely stops unless the passenger is at
the labeled bus stop.

Sixty-six households containing 409 people comprise

Sanlei village. Talei, the 1li of which Sanlei is a part,



L5

To Hsin Tien
KEY

[0 Building
Temple
Ei Store

——— Stream and Branches

A Road amd Paths

Note: Only Approximately to scale

FAI

Figure 2. Map of Sanlei Ts'un (Village)




N
N



L6

contains 248 households, about 1550 people..‘L Sanlei vil-
lage is long and narrow. To the right is a single line of
houses following the road with the first and last two sep-
arated from the remaining houses which are very close to-
gether. On the left, the distance from the road to the
creek ranges from 50 to 125 feet. The majority of vil-
lage buildings are in this area, many fronting on the
road, others on one of the five paths from road to creek,
and the rest on the courtyérd in front of the temple.

Three buildings are located across the creek (see Figure 2).

Weather

Taiwan lies off the east coast of Asia athwart the
Tropic of Cancer and is surrounded by warm ocean currents.
The northern and summer monsoons influence the weather al-
though all weather is conspicuously modified by Taiwan's
rugged topography (Cressey, 1955:238). The north is sub-
tropical and the south, tropical. In the north, winters
are cold but rarely does the ‘temperature extend below 40° F.
Summers are long and hot, but the temperature reaches 95° F
infrequently in the village. Most nights are cool due to
the ever present winds. Humidity is nearly always high.
Taiwan is in the prime typhoon belt and about three typhoons
a year usually pass directly over some part of the island
and many others pass nearby. Typhoons dump copious quan-

tities of rain and the winds often cause extensive damages.
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Village men agree that about once every three years, one
crop is seriously reduced by typhoon d}lmge.

Temperature and rainfall in the village are not too
unlike those in Taipei although the village and Taipei
are separated by the chain of foothills (see Table 1 for
official Taipei records). Rain is fairly constant in the
northern part of Taiwan. During the last twelve months of
our stay, there was rain on 191 different days. Although
the yearly mean for rain is 72.4 inches, the year with the
least amount totaled only slightly less, 65.3 inches.

Table 1. Taipei Climatic Averages for 56 Years
(Taken from Nuttanson, 1963:128)

Temperature Inches Per Cent

Month High (Mean of Rain Humidity
Jamuary 59.3 3.1 83
February 58.9 5.2 85
March 62.8 7.0 84
April 69.2 6.8 83
May 75.9 8.7 82
June 79.9 11.2 82
July 82.6 7.5 79
August 82.4 9.3 79
September 79.8 6.4 80
October 73.9 3.1 80
November 68.5 1.9 80
December 62.4 2.3 82
Year - 71.3 72.4 82

During the heaviest year, one with three typhoons in the
northern area, rainfall reached 124.9 inches. Except
vhen typhoons are nearby, rain is usually in the form of

@ drizzle. The average number of days with precipitation
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is about 184.4 (Nuttanson, 1963:130). 1In the winter, it
rains more frequentiy, a little nearly every day and we
often experienced two or three consecutive weeks without
seeing the sun. Although the total quantity of rain is
highest during the summer months, much of the summer rain

falls during heavier rainstorms.

Historical Setting--Taiwan

The prehistory of Taiwan extends several centuries
into the past. The base of origin and the cultural back-
grounds of the various groups which migrated to Taiwan are
matters of some dispute (Farrell, 1964; K. C. Chang, 1956).
The remaining descendants of the early settlers now number
about 200,000 and. still live in the mountains where they
are classified as aborigines (Cressey, 1964:174-5). The
aborigines are usually classified into seven tribes or
three language families. The languages are related to
various Southeast Asian languages and aboriginal languages
in Okinawa and the Philippines (Farrell, 1964).

The existence of Taiwan appears and disappears in
the historical record of the Chinese empire. Meaningful
settlement did not begin until the 12th century and large
humbers emigrated only after the start of the 17th century
(Hsieh, 1964:149). During the 15th and 16th century, Tai-
van was the home base for Chinese and Japaneée pirates who
attacked shipping in the South China Sea. The Dutch,

Portugese, and Spaniards vied for control of the island
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in the 17th century but have left little long term effects.
A Ming general, Cheng Ch'eng-kung (Koxinga), fleeing the
Manchus with his army wrested control from the Dutch and
established an independent kingdom in 1661. The Chinese
population of 100,000 grew rapidly during the next 200
years for Taiwan served both as a refuge and as a frontier
area with undeveloped land attracting people from Fukien
and Kwangtung. The island was incorporated as a fu (dis-
trict) of Fukien in 1683 and as an independent province of
China in 1886 (Davidson, 1903).

Its provincial status was short-lived for Taiwan was
ceded to the Japanese at the conclusion of the Sino-
Japanese war in 1895. Japan restricted further immigra-
tion into Taiwan from the Chinese Mainland and controlled

the island until Restoration2

to the Republic of China on
October 25, 1945 (Hsieh, 1964:662-83). Under Japanese
control there were great improvements in health, agricul-
ture, transportation, and later, industrialization. 1In
spite of many promotional efforts, Japanese immigration
Never reached high levels. After the Restoration, there
was a short period of economic decline and subsequently,
rapid advances in all the areas listed above. For example,
between 1960 and 1966, the annual growth of the G.N.P. was

at a rate of 9.7% while the cost of living remained rela-

tively stable (Bmery and Lee, 1967:808).
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It is important to realize that Taiwan did not con-
sist of vacant land to be settled by Chinese immigrants.
It was occupied by the aforementioned aborigines who were
hunters, gatherers, and swidden agriculturalists. As the
Chinese settlers arrived they faced constant warfare as
the aborigines were gradually pushed back into the moun-
tains. The early history of many Chinese settlements on
Taiwan is not unlike that of the American West with forts
and raids and war parties while some bandits and renegades
made accommodations with the aborigines. Pacification was

still not complete as late as World War II.

Historical Setting--Sanlei Ts 'un

The local history of the village naturally meshes
with the brief general picture described above.3 It is
based on family history books and the memories of elders.
At points, it is confirmed by local gazetteers but much
is uncertain and the dates which are listed must be con-

sidered approximations.u

Village history begins about 135 years ago (1830)
in a village in Fukien. Three family record books give
the following address: Wu K'eng, Ch'i Pa Liu, San Chieh,
Erh Tu, Chao An Hsien, Chang Chou Fu, Fukien. Three men
were sent from this village to Taiwan to locate land for
4 large migration. There is no reason suggested for the

move other than economic opportunity. We do know that
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there had been a great deal of migration from the Chang
Chou region of Fukien to Taiwan over an extended period of
time. The three men first came to the Wan Hua region of
Taipei City and stayed with relatives while looking for
land. They felt that most of the best and convenient land
was already occupied for by the middle of the nineteenth
century, migration had been heavy for a long period of
time. How they discovered the Sanlei area is unknown.
In any case, they wrote back to the village for people to
come. Counting the three men, eighteen families settled
in Sanlei, all but one surnamed Liao. The lone Yu was a
ch'in ch'i (affinal relative) who died without progeny.
The economic condition of all eighteen was equal, quite
poor. It appears that this was the second village to be
settled in Talei Li, but all five villages were apparently
established within a five year period. Moreover, the
entire li was settled by people from the same area in
Fukien. The early years were very hard for land had to
be cleared and crops established while under the constant
threat of attack by the aborigines living in the surround-
ing mountains. Remnants of the bamboo-walled forts which
surrounded each village can still be found slightly below
ground level. The last villager was killed by aborigines
as recently as 1920.

The migrants brought with them a statue of the god

Shih Fu Yang from their village in Fukien and he was
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installed in a small temple. They also brought an earth
god statue (T'u Ti Kung) which was established in another
very small temple. Both temples have remained important
in the village through to the present. About 30 years
after the settlement was established, a large temple was
built. It was destroyed in a 1943 typhoon and rebuilt
after World War II.

The original settlers constituted a corporate
group who cleared and cultivated the land in shares.
Some years passed before the jointly-owned land was divided
among the 18 share holders. In essence, the community
constituted a single surname village, not unlike the de-
scription furnished for many communities in Southeast
China where it may be considered to have originated
(Freedman, 1958). No other village in the li was a single
surname village. Moreover, it appears that the settlers
in other Talei villages came from a variety of villages
in Mainland China rather than one. .Sanlei has always
maintained a higher level of integration and cooperation
than surrounding villages. Although almost all early
settlers were surnamed Liao, they were not all able to
specify their degree or details of relationship. The
story of the eighteen shareholders and the problems they
encountered are widely known to villagers although there
is some dispute over minor details. Anyone who has lived

in the village a year or two will be able to repeat the
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general story.

Other families continued to migrate to Sanlei and
to the other villages in the area. By no later than 1880,
the village reached a population of slightly over forty
families and it seemed to remain about that size until
after the Restoration. In the nearby mountains, some 1i
families took up banditry which continued into the twen-
tieth century. A favorite crime was kidnapping for ran-
som. The bandits were able to make temporary liaisons
with the aborigines. Some current villagers are descen-
dants of bandits and still possess the consequent stigma.
Several people told me that one of the reasons for pre-
ferring to bring in brides from the south was they were
less likely to have descended from bandits. One powerful
and influential man in the 1li is the son of the last ban-
dit chief.

The arrival of the Japanese at first had little
effect on the village for the area was remote and there
was only one narrow foot path from the village in the
direction of Hsin Tien. The continuing activities of the
bandits were not tolerated by the Japanese. In 1905, a
punitive expedition was sent into the mountains. This
force greatly frightened villagers and many fled and hid
in the mountains. Unfortunately, it was difficult to
distinguish between bandit and farmer and about 15 or 16
Sanlei villagers were killed and about one third of the
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village homes were destroyed. Similar results obtained
in the other villages in Talei Li. This event was within
the memory of older informants who were quite incensed
about the destruction of innocents. On other occasions,
there were no doubts that the villagers had cooperated
with the bandits, supplied recruits, and benefited finan-

cially from their activities.

Soon after the above punitive expedition, a police
station was established in the village temple and it was
periodically staffed for irregular periods until the late
thirties with a detachment of two or three men. It was
a branch of a more important and permanent station in
Pouti which, in turn, was a branch of that in Hsin Tien
(see Figure 1 for relative locations).

The destruction of village homes did not mark an
auspicious beginning for the occupation. The Japanese
employed other oppressive measures as well. As part of
a Japanization process, they destroyed ancestral tablets
and forced villagers to worship Japanese Shinto gods. It
became necessary to learn Japanese in order to conduct
business with the government. The policemen carried long
sticks and beat transgressors on the spot. They also
impressed village men into labor battalions for road and
sanitation work. There was great resentment over corvee
work at locations not in the immediate village area.

Nevertheless, these activities did not destroy positive
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sentiment towards the Japanese. Most villagers now claim
a man was beaten only when it was deserved and labor work
was shared equally except during the war when some men
were conscripted into labor battalions and sent to other
countries.

The Japanese ruled Taiwan somewhat after the pat-
tern of the British in India, i.e., they worked through
the local system and local officials.5 Talei was divided
into two parts, two separate pao as part of the pao chia
syotem.6 T'oulei and Erhlei were combined in one pao and
the remaining three villages into another. All five were
not reunited into a single administrative unit until
after the Restoration. The two pao represented a cleavage
along traditional factional lines. (Details of this fac-
tionalism are discussed more fully in Chapter IV.) The
factions seemingly are based on a regional factor, one
end of the 1li against the other, but there are also dif-
ferences in ecological conditions and the respective value
systems, T'oulei and Erhlei have less land and are more
progressive. Although the five villages have always coop-
erated in maintenance of the li temple located in Erhlei
and the 1i has but one school, the two factions are an
uneasy combination. At present, each faction is represen-
ted in all administrative bodies, i.e., if the li chang
(mayor) is from one faction, then the representative is
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from the other; or if the farmers' association small unit
head is from one faction, the vice head is from the other.

Many of the men but only a few women learned some
Japanese and several became quite fluent. A Japanese
school was established in Pouti near the police station
and a small percentage of the villagers, primarily male,
were permitted to attend. It appears that although there
were increases as time passed, total attendance never
exceeded fifty per cent of those in the requisite age
groups. Secretly and illegally, a Chinese school was
operated in the village but seldom did more than 15 stu-
dents attend regularly.

Economically, there were many improvements. The
narrow path to Hsin Tien soon became a one lane dirt road.
Coal mines were started in the immediate area and a very
narrow gauge railroad was built from the mines into Hsin
Tien just before World War I. Both road and railroad
improved communication with Hsin Tien. Tea plantations,
common in Northern Taiwan, were introduced to Talei about
the time the railroad was built. Citrus orchards started
to replace tea during World War II. Improved seed varie-
ties, fertilizer, insecticide, and farming techniques in-
creased agricultural income a great deal. The Japanese
introduced farming cooperatives in the nineteen twenties

which increased the flow of information to the village.
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Efforts towards Japanization were maximized during
World War II. Men were conscripted into labor battalions,
some for short periods nearby and others were sent to con-

quered territories such as the Philippines. A small acid

factory was built near the village during the war and just
before the war ended, American planes strafed the factory
and killed three water buffalo and two people. (It is
interesting that the story of the attack was always re-
peated with the deaths of water buffalo listed first and
the two children, a girl from Erhlei and a boy from San-
lei, listed last.)

When control was returned to the Chinese (referred
to as the Restoration), villagers were excited and pleased.
Unfortunately, a particularly harsh Governor, General Chen
Yi, was appointed and his measures were extremely abusive.
He was executed on June 16, 1950 for his 'abuse of the
Formosan people in 1946 and 1947'" among a list of other
reasons according to the government announcement (Kerr,
1965:396). The initial good will was soon dissipated. In
spite of the arguments of the official government, the
Taiwanese, those who were residents before the establish-
ment of Japanese suzerainty, carefully distinguish them-
selves from those who came later, the '"Mainlanders,' as
the latter distinguish themselves from the Taiwanese. The
identification is permanent, i.e., the children of Main-
landers are Mainlanders even when born on Taiwan.

i




»7

~t



58

The Taiwanese seemingly equate some Mainlanders
with villagers in Fukien, although as previously suggested,
the Mainlanders were not representative of rural Fukien.

This mistaken identity helps support the villagers' belief

that the Taiwanese are now significantly different from
the Fukienese still in China. It would seem that the
real differences are probably not great. That is, the
differences in cultural behavior of the people of Taiwan
as compared with those from Fukien was probably no greater
than the differences between the latter and the people
from Kansu or Hunan. The differences between urban and
rural types are probably considerable in any location.
However, for predicting behavior, particularly motivated
behavior, subjective reality may be more important than
objective reality. Taiwanese and Mainlander are self-
identified as different groups. Each is an "in group"
and treats the other as an "out group." The Taiwanese gen-
erally feel that the present government is controlled by
"outsiders."

Sanlei village as well as the entire li has pros-
pered during the last twenty years subsequent to the re-
turn of control to the Chinese. Agricultural techniques
have continued to progress, and production is at its
highest levels in history. The farmers' association has
been most active in introducing improved techniques and
providing supplies such as insecticides, new seeds, and
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fertilizer. The expansion of production in the coal mines
and industrial growth have meant more non-agricultural
economic opportunities for villagers. The extent of demo-
cratic participation in decision-making processes has in-
creased. The li now has its own school with attendance
reaching nearly 100%.

As part of a war dispersal process, the government
established a branch of the Communication Bureau in Wulei,
the last village in Talei Li (see Figure 2). Most of the
Bureau's employees live in company housing. Since they
are nearly all Mainlanders, the former Taiwanese residents
had to move out. Although Wulei is still officially part
of Talei Li, its Mainlander residents do not participate
in 1i politics or 1li religious affairs. The children do
not even attend the li school. Instead, they travel daily
to a school in Hsin Tien which has a much higher academic
reputation. The attitudes of the Mainlanders in Wulei

towards the Taiwanese are characterized by a high level

of ethnocentrism. They frequently curse the Taiwanese
and berate them.

To facilitate transportation to the Communication
Bureau, the government blacktopped the road all the way
from Hsin Tien to Wulei. A small bus company maintains a
route from Hsin Tien to Wulei and back nine times each
day. Mainlanders seldom travel on the bus however, pos-
sessing a private bus on which only Bureau employees and

e
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their families are permitted to ride. The narrow-gauge
railroad was eliminated and coal is now hauled by trucks.
The government Wine and Tobacco Monopoly was establishing
a branch tobacco processing factory half way between Talei
Li and Hsin Tien just as we were leaving Taiwan. This was
expected to open additional employment opportunities in
the immediate area.

Sanlei village is now enjoying its greatest eco-
nomic prosperity according to all objective indicators.
Moreover, health care is better than ever before in his-
tory and the death rate is at its lowest point (see next
section). Educational opportunities too have reached a
peak. Nevertheless, the period of the Japanese occupation
has been greatly romanticized. Men over 35 are proud of
their ability to speak Japanese and a few long for the
return of the Japanese. Middle-aged villagers argue that
they have been ruled by '"outsiders" for a long period of
time, first the Japanese and then the Mainlanders. More-
over, many agree that the Japanese did a better job for
they claim under Japanese control, prices were more stable,
officials were more honest, and one did not fear robbers.
One fifty-year old man in a group once said that when the
Japanese were here, one day's labor paid for three day's
basic living but that now it took two day's labor to pay
for three day's basic living. The group all nodded in
agreement. Since this statement failed to accord with the
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other kinds of physical evidence, we contrasted the average
day's wage and the average cost of rice and pork under the
Japanese and under the current conditions and by computa-
tion proved that a day's labor now bought more pork or
more rice than it had under the Japanese. The men felt
that there was either something wrong with their memory

of rates or prices or that our figuring now was incorrect.
They knew they earned more under the Japanese in real in-
come. It is plain that the facts and beliefs are not in
accord. Probably adding to the romanticization of the
period is the fact that the Japanese were few in number
when compared with the Mainlanders. In a typical week for
instance, only about a dozen or so Japanese appeared in
Talei Li. Today, with the Communication Bureau, the
school, the police, and various salesmen, several hundred
Mainlanders may be observed in a single week.

Government propagandists, the schools, and the army
are all engaged in an attempt to overcome the antagonisms
on both sides. The incidence of inter-marriages between
groups is increasing. The eventual goal of the government
is a united Taiwan but success is not certain. Chinese
history provides many examples of two culturally different
groups, racially near identical, living side by side in
t!n l!lc area for hundreds of years while preserving dis-
tinet .i.d“u\:t-itiel. For example, a minority group of Hakka

and minor r
have maintained and still maintain a separate ethnic and
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linguistic identity after a residence of several hundred
years in Fukien from whence the majority of Taiwanese mi-
grated. This separate identity has extended into Taiwan-
ese and Hakka settlements on Taiwan. Currently, the en-
forced use of a single language, Mandarin, in the schools
and the army (both of which are compulsory for males
while schools are compulsory for females) should aid in
breaking down the communication barriers and help lead to

amalgamation between Mainlanders and Taiwanese.

The Population

The total population of Taiwan in 1966 was 13,383,357
(United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 1968:808). There has
been a tremendous expansion in recent years. The 1940
Japanese census listed 6,077,478 which grew to 6,560,000
by 1946 at the time of the Restoration (Hsieh, 1964:206).
There was a great influx of Mainlanders following the loss
of mainland China to the communists, undoubtedly exceeding
amillion people.

Taiwan's population can be divided into a number
of categories as is done regularly in the official records.
With approximate official percentages listed for 1963,
the categories are foreigners (negligible), aborigines (1),
Taivanese (86), and Mainlanders (13) (Hsieh, 1964:206).
'l'he Tnivmue may be further divided into Hakka, Hokkien,
lhd l:l.nor numbers of others.

talsanese by
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Sanlei's population in 1966 was 409 which could be
divided into 66 households. Talei Li's population was
approximately 1550, divided into 248 households. Except
for Szulei which is somewhat smaller, the five villages in
Talei Li are nearly the same size. The distribution of
the population in Sanlei village does not appear similar
to the distribution presented above for all of Taiwan for
Sanlei is essentially a Hokkien village. There are three
Mainlanders, all retired soldiers, living in Sanlei; one
is merely renting a village hut and the other two are
adopted-in husbands. There is an aborigine woman (per-
haps part aborigine), 45, married to a village man. None
of these four have gained full acceptance.

During our study, a village boy brought back a Hakka
wife when he completed military service. She does not
speak Taiwanese and is 'sure to have a difficult time if
they remain in the village. The general appraisal of
Hakka women is that they are domineering, hard workers,
and sexually demanding.

Another man who is an adopted-in husband has a mixed
identity. He migrated from Fukien to Taiwan as a miner
during the war between Japan and China. (The Japanese
brought many Chinese miners to Taiwan to work in the mines
as part of the war effort.) Although he was classified as
& Mainlander by the Japanese, he is nearly accepted as a

Taivanese by the villagers. At least, in answer to the

o
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question about how many Mainlanders are living in the area,
he is rarely cited.

The ethnic identity of the Taiwanese is very strong.
The villagers uniformly claim that the ethnic or sub-
cultural distinctions cited above are very important.
Marriage between such groups is considered very bad and
undoubtedly a cause of problems. The barber in my village
who was seeking a wife once asked if I knew of any eligible
girls. Since I suggested an attractive conductress on the
local bus, my quality rating as a matchmaker immediately
dropped very low for the girl was a Hakka. Not only would
marriage to a Hakka be against the dictates of common
sense, it might be very bad for his business as he could
easily lose many customers. The story of my suggestion
was repeated several times, always causing amusement. It
was interesting that it never proved necessary to specify
the girl's ethnic identity. As soon as she was identified

as the young bus conductress, everyone knew she was Hakka.

I was often amazed at the ability of people to distinguish
at a distance Mainlanders, Taiwanese, and Hakka.

The distribution of the village population by age
and sex is indicated in Figure 3. This pyramid is a fairly
normal example of a population with a high birth rate and
a rapidly falling death rate with only one serious deviancy
from what might be expected: the age bracket from 20 to 29

the lwmed;
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Figure 3. Population Pyramid, Sanlei Village, 1966

is seriously under-represented. In comparison with figures
for all of Taiwan at the end of 1966 (United Nations Demo-
graphic Yearbook, 1967:172-3), the percentage distribution
is nearly identical for most categories although there is

2 slightly higher percentage of people under 10 and also

of people over 60 in the village as compared with the na-
tion. However, in the 20 to 29 age bracket, the village
Percentage is 7.1% as opposed to Taiwan's 13.2%. Since
mm{itely preceding category, ages 10-19, is nearly
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identical (23.8% to 23.5%) as is the immediately succeed-
ing one, ages 30-39 (12.6% to 12.3), the deviancy is sig-
nificant and must be explained.

People in the 20 to 29 age bracket are the most
mobile. They are the oldest group who have received their
entire education in the Chinese schools. Due to indus-
trial development, opportunities for employment increased
rapidly. For Taiwan as a whole, non-agricultural employ-
ment increased from 38% of the labor force in 1952 to 49%
in 1966 (United National Statistical Yearbook, 1969:109).
Young people, particularly girls, are living near the
factories or in factory dormitories. At any given moment
in time, a half dozen boys are away in the army and two
or three are away serving apprenticeships. It does appear
that many boys are likely to return and the girls will
probably marry out while their replacements in a kind of
equivalence exchange will marry in from other villages.
This hope for the return of the young people to the vil-
lage is based on many examples of urban dwellers who have
returned. The village barber served an apprenticeship
and worked in town for seven years, returning to the vil-
lage at the age of 25. Both of the sons of Liao Tu, the
temple caretaker, worked at a factory in town where they
Were registered. The oldest got married and returned to
the village at age 27 when his first child was due. The

younger son is now back and plans to get married soon and
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live with his bride in the village. Another young couple,
working and living in Peitou, returned to Sanlei when
their child was eighteen months old because the boy's
father became ill and required help with farming. Since
it is felt best not to marry until after satisfying the
military obligation, many boys marry soon after returning
home, often drawing brides from the pool of factory girls.
Because few married girls continue working in the factory
after marriage or after the first child is born at the
latest, the age when they return to the village helps ex-
plain why the 30-39 age bracket is fairly standard while
the 20-29 bracket is under-represented.

The sex ratio of 110.8 is higher in the village
than the 105.7 over-all ratio for Taiwan (United Nations
Demographic Yearbook, 1967:172-3). This difference is
partially due to the influx of Mainlanders since the four
residents were males only and also to the greater shortage
of girls than boys in the 20-29 age bracket discussed
above. For example, eleven girls and only three boys were
living in factory dormitories. This surplus of males is
significantly different than the sex ratio of 94.2 found
by Gallin for his village on the west central plain
€1966:33). Women are more mobile than men for factory
work in Sanlei and moreover, it is possible for men to
contimue living in the village while working in the city.

Factories often provide supervised dormitory accommodations
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(room and board) for girls but seldom for boys. An
identical pattern of high sex ratios in the rural area

is found in the United States in spite of the country's
overall sex ratio of less than one hundred. This differ-
ence in the two areas of Taiwan might be a key to assess-
ing the levels of modernization. It appears that Sanlei
is more like rural America than for example, Gallin's
Hsin Hsing, for it has the same high sex ratio and the
identical practice of a higher percentage of girls than
boys migrating to the city to work.

The average age of the Taiwanese population is
seventeen years and four months (United Nations Demographic
Yearbook, 1967:718). The average age of the Sanlei vil-
lager was just under 15. This difference too is partly
due to the missing group in the 20 to 29 bracket explained
above. It is also due to the fact that rural farmers are
more fertile than urban dwellers and therefore, more
young children are included in overall figures, lowering
the average age.

An examination of the population within prime work-
ing ages, those between 15 and 64 as conventionally de-
fined (Barclay, 1954:98), exposes a major village problem.
Only U44.2% of the Sanlei villagers are in this primary
work-force category and 55.8% are dependent. For Taiwan
as a whole, 52.9% are in the prime work force (United

Nations Demographic Yearbook, 1967:172-3) while in the

[N



..,

.

s .
XSl
-
S

<>
KRS




69

United States, as in other highly industrialized coun-
tries, the percentage of the population in the prime work
categories often exceeds 65% (Barclay, 1954:99). One of
the problems of underdeveloped countries is the fact that
such a large percentage of the population is dependent on
others for sustenance. One could argue that individuals
outside the conventional age range (15 to 64) are economic
contributors and this is true for Sanlei village. Of
course, it is also true for industrialized countries as
well. Partially reducing the problem is the fact that
entrance into the permanent labor force is at a younger
age in Taiwan than in major industrialized nations
(Barclay, 1954:98-100), and that the lack of a well-
developed retirement system requires meaningful employ-
ment during the later ages beyond 65. Since education
for villagers rarely extends beyond primary school, most
villagers enter the regular work force permanently by age
fourteen.

Taiwan has been undergoing a rapid population ex-
Plosion. This is primarily due to a rapidly falling
death rate which has reached an extremely low figure com-
bined with a high birth rate which has more recently
begun to fall. The figures in Table 2 indicate changes
in demographic rates in Taiwan during the past sixty
years. The death rates started to fall after 1920 and

have reached a figure currently much lower than those
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Table 2. Historical Demographic Rates for Taiwan
(Prior to 1950 from United Nations Demo-
graphic Yearbook, 1955; remaining from
Unitc;d Nations Statistical Yearbook,
1969

Years Birth Rate Death Rate Natural Increase

1906-10 L41.7 33.4 8.3
1916-20 LOo.4 31.0 9.4
1926-30 45.0 22.1 22.9
1936-40 Ls.4 20.6 24.8
1948-50 L41.5 12.9 28.6
1955 39.5 6.9 32.6
1960 34.5 5.7 28.8
1965 28.5 5.5 23.0

recorded for Western industrialized nations.7 No corres-
ponding change occurred in the birth rate until the most
recent period. Surveys now indicate a growing desire for
smaller families (M. Yang, 1962:69<471) and modern birth
control practices are gaining in popularity, particularly
the use of "Intra-uterine Devices' (I.U.D.).

The natural increase is still very high but the
situation seems to be coming under control. An annual
growth rate of 30.0 (3%) means a doubling of a population
in just over 25 years. W. Thompson extended current growth
rates in 1958 to suggest that the population of Taiwan in
1980 would likely number about 18 million (1959:363) pro-
vided the necessities of life could be supplied in about
the existing amounts per capita. He further added that
as an isolated economic unit, even with a modest popula-
tion increase of one per cent per year, it was unlikely

that Taiwan would be able to maintain her present per
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capita income which has been higher than the average for
Asia (1959:367). At an increase near three per cent, it
would be highly probable that the positive checks envis-
ioned by Malthus (war, famine, disease) would assume domi-
nance and result in a spiraling death rate simply because
of the shortage of sufficient food to support healthy
life. There are strong indications however, that the
negative checks Malthus envisioned (birth control and de-
layed marriage) are becoming operative. The birth rate
has begun to decline rapidly (see Table 2) and the average
age at marriage is higher than ever before.

Even as late as the early nineteen-sixties, the
government had approached birth control with mixed emo-
tions. On the one hand, there was recognition of the man-
land relationship and the necessity for enforcing a bal-
ance; on the other hand, there was a felt need for a
sizeable birth rate to produce soldiers to eventually
retake the mainland. Official birth control programs
started slowly but currently, clinics are widely avail-
able. A government-subsidized clinic in Hsin Tien will
ingert an Intrauterine Device for Sanlei residents at a
cost of $30.00, about one-fourth the charge of a private
doctor.

Thompson's other assumption of Taiwan as an iso-
lated unit is also not supported. Foreign trade is in-

creasing and the rate of increase in Per Capita Income is
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greater than the increase in population (K. T. Chen, 1967:
98).

Sanlei demographic records for 1966 during our
study indicate that the village does not deviate much from
the total island figures indicated in Table 2. Thirteen
births yield a rate of 31.8 and seven deaths, a rate of
11.9, for a combined natural increase of 19.9. This in-
crease, lower than the total island figure of 23.0, is
partly due to the larger numbers of old people in the vil-
lage and also due to the missing people in prime child-
bearing ages. However, the mid-year population of 409, a
very small '"n,' does not really allow for meaningful con-
trasts, i.e., one more birth would have meant nearly
identical increase rates. Many village women are now prac-
ticing birth control and the average age at marriage is
also creeping upwards, both factors contributing to the

trend to a smaller rate of natural increase.

Social Organization

Chapters IV through VI are devoted to selected as-
Pects of social organization: formal organization and
social control, kinship, and voluntary organization. A
brief summary of the three chapters is presented below in
order to set the stage in a general way both for this

overview and to make each chapter fit into the context
of the whole.

e e — T






73

Individual villagers are combined into chia
(families) and hu (households). Although the two terms
are not necessarily synonymous, in Sanlei they are effec-
tively identical for each hu consists of a single chia.
Although there is a range from one to nineteen, the aver-
age size of the chia is 6.2 members in Sanlei, and 6.25
members for all of Talei Li including Sanlei. These
household averages are significantly larger than the 5.8
listed for Taiwan as a whole (United Nations Statistical
Yearbook, 1969:712-3).

Although not listed in the official government
records, a number of chia in the village are combined into
several distinct agnatic corporate groups (see Chapter V).
Histarically, Sanlei was a single surname village but not
all the agnatic groups in the village could specify the
kinds of relationships they had to each other in detail.
However, '"all people bearing one surname were by tha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>