COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN
NORTHEAST THAILAND:
4 DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF RADIO
STATION 808, SAKON NAKORK,
AS AN EDUCATIONAL VERICLE

- nl (Tt
FOR CHANGE

Thests for the Deguoa of P, D,
MICHICAN STAYE UNIVERSITY
Frederick J. Baker
1973



LA \\ﬂ\\\\\“\\\\\\\\\“\\\\l L IBRARY

3 1293 10429
Michigan State
University

This is to certify that the

thesis entitled
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHEAST
THAILAND: A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF ¢
RADIO STATION 909, SAKON NAKORN, AS
AN EDUCATIONAL VEHICLE FOR CHANGE

presented by

Frederick J, Baker

has been accepted towards fulfillment
of the requirements for

PH.D  degree in _CURRICULUM

Made V. ("lﬁam

Major professor

bate 5/31/73

0-7639




CCMMUNT
A DES

Statesent of
Sta

i provide:

in agge,
in Nort)

8) Nat
b) Vi1

¢) Char
4) Inge

twy ot

This
" gy,
tech‘iQuet an
LOT) Msear,
lntom," on

tons

In



ABSTRACT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHEAST THAILAND:
A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF RADIO STATION 909,

SAKON NAKOBN, AS AN EDUCATIONAL
VEHICLE FOR CHANGE

by
Frederick J., Baker

) bl
Stated specifically, this study is an attempt
te previde:

An assessment of the extent eof community develepment
in Nertheast Thailand with particular regard te:

®#) Natienal gevermment invelvement
b) Village participatien

¢) Change facters
d) Infermatien reseurces

Natupe of the Study

This study is a prepesitienal inventery ef
the available data gathered threugh survey research
techniques and secie-anthrepelegical ebservatienms,
Field research data includes summaries ef 145 in-depth
interviews en cemmunity develepment conducted by Radie
Statien 909, Saken Nakern, Thailand.

Quegtiens
In erder te realize the purpese ef this study
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te the fellewing questiens have been seught:

Frem what seurces de Thals initially beceme inter-
ested in cemmunity develepment in Nertheast Thailand?

Is 1life changing ameng these invelved in these
prejects and if se, hew?

Have ether Thais in the Nertheast expressed
interest in the werk that is presently being
accemplished?

Hew acceptable is the transitienal life style
of these engaged in cemmunity develepment?

Whe has previded leadership fer cemmunity
develepment pregrams in Nertheast Thailand?

What influence has the natienal gevermment
had in these develepment prejects ebserved?

What develepment prejects are planned fer the
future?

Te what facters can change be attributed?

What kinds ef difficulties have arisen in cemmu-
nity develepment werk?

Hew diverse are the develepment prejects being
carried eut in Nertheast Thailand?

Te what extent are prejects cemmunicated se
that ethers might understand and pessidly
implement them?

Te what extent is infermatien given as te
reseurces available fer interested parties?

Te what extent are Nertheast villagers invelved
in the cemmunity develepment precess?

Maler Findings ef the Study
Generally, the Thail gevernment previded the seurce

for cemmunity develepment innevatiens in Nertheast
Thailand, Thai villagers, en the ether hand, are inne-

vaters in their ewn right and previded a sizeable pertien

of the innevative pregrams in the Nertheast.



in a prec
(roads, w

the large:

te areusec
dovelepue:

{eveloprer

becauge t}

vere deen

Cones nogt
but illa;
T Mhay g
levelopy,,
tile Suppe

tabinaty,
Pﬂcon s,

1y te th

", On
g te o

h “hang
Mberat,

“11‘8&1' 4



Frederick J. Baker

Respendents stated that their life styles were
in a precess of change, Overall village develepment
(reads, wells, health facilities) seemed te acceunt fer
the largest part ef this change.

Many cemmunity develepment prejects have led
te areused interest ameng ether villagers. By ebserving
develepment in actien and seeing the results ef this
develepment, many have begun their ewn prejects,

Villagers have accepted changes in 1ife style
because they view them as beneficial, Life style changes
were deemed unacceptable by very few,

Leadership fer cemmunity develepment prejects
comes mostly frem district cemmunity develepment efficials
but villagers alse lead many ef their ewn activities.

The Thal gevernment is invelved in mest all the cemmunity
dﬁvolopnont werk ebserved in the Nertheast, Much ef

this suppert is alse cembined with village laber. This
cembinatien ef suppert and laber has aided the develepment
precess.

Village success in cemmunity develepment has
led te the acceptance by villagers ef ether develepment
werk, Omne successful prgject has had the tendency te
lead te anether,

There were five main facters seen te centribute
te change ameng Thai villagers. Infermatien input,
ceeperation ameng villagers, gevernment suppert, individual

villager initiative and media input played reles in the
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Frederick J. Baker

change precess.

There is tremendeus diversity in the kinds
of cemmunity development werk being experienced., The
majoerity ef werk enceuntered is affecting the tetal
cemmunity in the ferm eof wells, reads, health facilities,
scheels, temples, electricity and bridges. There is
alse censiderable activity en the individual level,

The majoerity ef respendents explained their
develepment werk in a "hew te de it" fashien. Explanatiens
in these interviews ranged frem how te build reads te
hew te erganize farm ceeperatives,

Many respendents effered themselves as reseurces
for interested parties. A majority ef these were gevernment
officials werking in cemmunity develepment areas. Villagers
were alse extremely impertant reseurces te their cemmunity,

Villagers are invelved extensively in the develepment
precess, While they receive much govermment assistance,
in the main, they are previding their ewn laber ferce,

Radlie Statien 909 has previded an impertant
vehicle fer the disseminatien ef cemmunity develepment
activities in Nertheast Thailand, This statien has
previded villagers with a means of expressing their
epiniens en a variety ef matters. Theusands ef Nertheast
villagers cemmunicated with Radie Statien 909 cencerning
their needs. This input leads ene te believe that goed
cemmunity develepment pregramming ceuld lead te village

betterment due te the pepularity ef this radie statien,
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GHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Threugheut the werld, milliens ef peeple are
changing their ways ef thinking, werking and living,
The rate of change varies frem ene area to another,
The most obvious changes are reflected im the material
elements of their world., Their tools, homes, means
of eommunication, amd organizatioms are all going through
& process of chamnge, This study is comcerned with this
proecess ia relation to community development, It will
begin by looking at the comcept of modermization through
media and community developmeat, This will be followed
by looking at the impact of radio, the need for radio,
and new perspectives in radio, Ultimately this study
will deal with data collected through the vehicle of
a waique rgdio station in Northeast Thallanmd,

Media and C on

Preseat comcepts of modermization have shown
high eorrelations between measures of ecomomic and
communications gronth.l
as the process by which individuals change from a

traditional way of l1life to a more complex, techmologically

Rogers defines moderaization

lwilbnr Schramm, Mass Media and Natiomal Developme
(Stanford: Stanford Umiversity Press, 1964), p. 27.

-1
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advanced, rapidly changing style of lifo.z

Community
development is one means of achieving this change.
Lerner defines this comcept of modernization as *... &
secular tread unilateral iam directioa from traditionmal
to partiocipant 11fowuys.'3 Black sees modermization
as the process by which historically evolved institutions
are adapted to rapidly chamnging functions, permitting
cortrol over ome's envirommeat, accompanyimg the seientific
rovolution.u For the purposes of this study modernization
will be defined as chamges that have adaptive amd
integrative functions and that inoculcate certain moderaity
ideals (such as two-crop riee production, road building,
well drilling and other such ecommunity development projects
carried out to meet peoples noodl).5 These ideals, in
effect, help to tramsform a traditionmal system to a
modera one,

Moderaization has too often been equated with
Westernization, This view is too limiting and imaccurate

because moderaization varies greatly in defferent eaviromments,
Some feel mot all moderaization is good since it may

2Everett M. BRogers, 2%;;;;10;105 Inng!gt%o;g

(New York: The Free Press of Glemcoe, 1962), pp, 60-61,
3Daniel Lermer The 2;;;1;% o{ g:!gigigga*

Soclety (New York: The froo Press of Glencoe, » P. 26,
Yc, 2. Black, The Drugniop of Moderaization

(New York: Harper and Row, 1966), p. 7.

5V. M. Mishra, "Mass Media Use and Modermizatioa
in Greater Delhi Basties," Journmalism Quarterly, (Summer
1970). VO].. “’7. IO. 2. pp.331-339.
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3

include pain and conflict in its ehange prooolt;é Existing

institutions and values are not necessarily impediments

to change and modermization, O0ld traditioms are nmot

always displaced by new changes. The moderaization

Gusfield describes does not have to weaken traditionms,

He feels the quest for moderaity oftem finds support

in traditionalisa, It may be modified but a unified

society makes use of traditiom in its search for ecomomic

and political development.’ It may help to stremgthem

traditions as society searches for Foster's consensual

base to assume this same economic and political achiovo-ont;e

Noderaization cammot be measured by a simgle criterion,

There are variables such as literacy, education, and

political participation to take into comsideration,
Scholars feel that media plays a definite role

in the moderaization process, It is suggested, for

example, that media plays the role of watchman, policy-

naker and teacher im the change proco-|.9 The watchman

role comes into being when one's horizion widens and

nust be filled with greater amounts of information,

.

6Hlack, op. oit. p. 7.

7J; Gusfield, "Tradition and Modernity; Nisplaced
Polarities im the Study of Social Amoricgn

Change, *
Journal of Socliology, 1967, Vol, 72, p. 351,

8Goorgo M, Foster




4

The policy-maker role goes into play when decision making
must be spread more widely. The teacher role operates

when new skills must be learmed by all sectors of socliety.
Sehramm and Winfield feel that media ean help traditional
socleties pass through this change process into participants
in the modern world;lo In dealing with communication

in economic spheres, social spheres, and political spheres,
Bao concludes that communication plays a significant

role in national development and is constant and eu-ulativo.ll
Cooley has suggested that irrespective of the nature

of the eavironment, mass communications does expand

this enviromment and aids in prodblem solving, Media

also promote comsensus, social equality and econditions

for 1deological growth,?

interpreting socially modernizing functions of mass

Wirth even goes as far as

communications in terms of media holding *the human
race togothor."l3
In the political realm Pye suggests that communication

10yi1bur Schramm and Gerald Winfield, New Uses
W@M@.&%ﬁm
apd_Soclal Development (Paris: UNESCO, 1963), p. 3.

11y v. Lakshamana Eo, t1
(Hlnnoapo s: University
of Minnesota Press, 19 s Do

12charles H.' Cooley, Wﬁ:ﬁgﬂ&
order (New York: Charles Scritner!s Sons, 1902), p. 42,

13L. Wirth, "Consensus and Mass Communication,"
American Sociology Rgviog,(Vol. 13, 1968), pp. 1=15,

AR
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performs the fumdamental function of helping society
find its polioy;lu Media thus helps provide the nation
Wwith a political culture, Pool's studies have also
lent comsiderable support to the contemtion that media
can raise the political knowledge of the population.l’
Finally, in the psychological realm, Smith
and Inkeles: have found that media exposure is linked
with individuals overall modernity as measured through
their attltudol.16 Rees also found motivitatioa for
social change closely assoclated with the use of mass
nedia 17
Cormack has shown how attitudes, beliefs and
values are formed in the social setting (both in and
out of nohools).l8 Mass communications also function
in the social context, Thus media becomes a soclally
interacting system with this process of attitude, belief,
and value formation, By letting these variables interact
one may predioct modifications in attitude, The relat-
ionships among media, moderanization and community development

Yincian W, Pye (ed.) Communication end_Politicsl
(Princeton: Princeton versity Press,
19 3 s PP. 6"70'

15Ithiel de Sola Pool, *The Role of Commumication
in the Process of Modernization and Techmological

Change, *
Indugtrialization and Society (Paris: UNESCO, 1966), p. £93.
163uith and Inkeles, gp, oit, p. 353.
17Hat11da B, Rees, "Achievement Motivation and

Mass Media Use." (Iowa City: Association for Education in
Jouraalism Convention, Mimeograph, August, 1966).

18

Margaret L, Cormack, §g§ Who Rides a Peacock
(London: Asia Publishing House, 1961),
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can become reciprocal and concomitant, Imherent in
this process is the morality of media manipulation to
gchiovo desired ends, It is hoped that developing natioms
itrive to meet the needs of their people as they are articulated,.
If ome wants to meet these needs and diffuse
innovations, mass media channels are the most rapid and
effective means, BRogers states that if one wants to
persuade people to form a favorable attitude towards
imnovations then interpersonal channels are most important
at the awareness state while personal sources are most
important at the adoption stage.l9 By combining these
variables on a local level one may see how modernization

could be implemented through a process of community
development,

~Ihe Impact of Radlo
Badio plays a speclal media role in this

modernization process, All radio programs seem to
have a certain educational purpose, if only in the
sense of conveying to isolated listeners in remote
villages a sense of participation, This feeling of
being part of a whole hopefully makes for a better
citizen, Rogers has shown the role of broadocast media
as being especially important to technological change

and the aiffusion of 1nnovations;2° Since information

19Bogora, op, cit. p. 120,

2°Everott M. Rogers, "Experiences With Cross
National Research" (Netherlsmds: Congress of Rural Sociology,
August, 1968), p. 3.
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7

contributes to and influeﬁces the opinion of people,
the selection and presentation of news ig according
to Waniewicz, more than any other type of broadcast,
a means of orienting and educating pe0p1e.21 A 1971

UNESCO survey of the use of broadcasting media lists

the uses of radio in connection with literacy work in

forty countries, It explains how broadcasting is making

a valuable and in some cases essential contribution

to literacy campalgns, It recommends that those countries
having literacy problems should explore all possible

ways of using radio, This should be part of an overall

plan to develop new techniques of communication for national
development.22 Broadcasting can serve as an important

agent of social change and action in furthering national
development., In 1964 the government of Ghana in cooperation
with UNESCO and the government of Canada carried on

a Farm Radio Forum pilot project. This involved transmitting
information and stimulating rural self-help activities

in eighty villages in Ghana, By forming listening groups

of villagers it was found that radio contributed greatly

to inter-village cooperation,the formation of cooperatives

21Ignacy Waniewicz, Broadcasting for Adult Education:
A Guidebook to World Wide Experience (UNIPUB, New York,
1972), p. 132.

22yNESCO, Badio and TV in Literacy: A Survey of
the Use of Broadcasting Media in Combatting Tlliteracy
Among Adults (Paris: Department of Mass Communications,

1971), p. 83.
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8

and the increased awareness of food nutlr'id:ion.:‘:'3 Sitram's
study on the effects of radio upon the rural Indian
audience shows that the general awareness in communities
with radio is higher than in communities without 1t.2%
This helps to establish radio as a powerful force of
transformation when applied to rural areas, Schramm

has given us an excellent evaluation and description

of the Radio Bural Forum in India.25 He feels radio is
effective because of the content of its broadcasting
which stimulates the peasant to explore new areas,
Lefrance has detailed the success of using radio clubs
in Niger to increase the knowledge base of villagers

in relation to agriculture, health education, and other
fields of interest.z6 On any given day one can see
groups of willlagers gathered around radios, listening
to programs constructed to meet their educational needs.

Kahnert has also noted the utilization of these listening

23Helen Abell, Farm Radio Forum: Project Ghana,
(Ontario: Guelph University, Ontario Agriculture College,

July, 1965), p. 179

2"Konda.va,tzil Sitram, "An Experimental Study of
the Effects of Radio Upon the Rural Indian Audience,"
(Unpublished Ph.D, Dissertation, Oregon University, 1969)

26@11bur Schramm, Mass Media and National Development:
The Rple of Information in the Developing Countries,
Palo Alto: Stanford University; Press, 19 » D. 311=37,

26J Lefrance, New Educational Media in Action:
Case Study for Planners, (Paris: UNESCO, Vol, 3, 19375, p. 43,
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9

groups of villagers in Togo for basic educational purposes.27
Schramm and others, after an evaluation of programs
in India, Niger and Togo, conclude:

"On the basis of the Indian experience

and the somewhat different radilo

forums and clubs in Togo and Niger,

we need have few worries about telling

a developing country that a radio

broadcast.... is an effective way

to carry development information

into a commuﬁéty and encourage

innovation,"

These studlies also show that peasants will

adopt new methods of production only when they are
genuinely prepared to make changes in their traditional
way of life., By addressing themselves to the whole
area, and by reaching simultaneously hundreds of villagers
over a widely dispersed area, rural radio broadcasts
prove to be the most efficient form of education designed
to increase production and to improve conditions. To
reinforce this position Ohlinger examined listening
group projects in over thirty countries.29 He found
that groups can spread learning of factual material,

promote development of desired attitudes, increase interest

27L. Kahnert, New Educational Media in Action:
Case Study for Planners, (Paris: UNESCO, Vol, 2, 1967),
p. 211,

28Wilbur Schramm, The New Media: Memo to Educational
Planners, (Paris: UNESCO, 1967), p. 132,

@ John Ohlinger, The Listening Groups: Mass
Media in Adult Education, (Boston: The Center For the

Study of Liberal Education for Adults, 1967),p. 78.
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10

in public affairs, affect motivation toward group and
individual action and contribute to more direct democracy.
Burnett has tried to acquaint the general public with

the problems of literacy and the efforts being made to
deal with them, She stresses the need for effective
economic and psychological rewards to motivate literacy
students., She also stresses the need to define the

role of teachers, and to institute large scale imstructional
programs through radio., She feels that the preparation
of practiocal, adult centered literacy materials and
supportive reading matter are major aspects of problems

of the worldwide literacy novonont.3° Prosser feels

that in developing countries the need for providing
opportunities for all forms of adult learning is important
since all basic development must be associated with
learaing. Since the emphasis is now on subject matter

he feels the way knowledge is arranged and delivered

is as important as the knowledge itself, His African
studies show a relationship between adult education and
national development with radio as a vehicle of co-nun.icatian.31
While asking for cooperation between nations and betweea
cultural and broadcasting leaders earlier UNESCO studies
clearly show how a demand for knowledge can be met by

$

30
Mary Burnett, The ABC'g of Literacy :
UNBSCO, 1965), p. s9. " e » (Parts

31301 Prosser, Adult Education for Develo
Countries, (Nairobi: East Africa Publishing, 1967).
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Ihe Need For Eadlo

Although there are many successful radio projects
around the world, lack of radio is perceived as a definite
problem in developing countries, Edstroem has called
for more application of radio to correspondence study
in Afrioa:33 Brown has announced plans for an increased
adult education radio schedule in Zambia,3* Inaquai
has called for an extensive radio series for community
education in Ethiopia;35 Widstrand argues the need
for much greater use of radio for adult education in
!hnzania;36 An E/B,U, international conference on education
dealt with problems of radio broadcasting on five cox‘ntinontl.37
It is stressed that media and educational systems be
integrated and that radio be inserted into educational
and govermment planning, In Thailand, radio is gaining

32yNESCO, Cultural Badio B te: o s,
(Paris: Reports and Papers on Mass Communications, No,
23, December 1956).

33Lar:-010r Edstroem, Correspondence Ingtructiop

A Ethiop Kenya, Tapzania, Malawi, Zambia, and Uganda:
Experiences, Needs and Interests ockholm: Report to
he Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, 1966), p. 43.
3“A: Brown,
ni ra=-Mor udies,

s
December 1%, 1966), p. 47.

35Splo-on Inaquai, "Application of Radio in
Communication Education In Ethiopia,® (Unpublished Ph,D,
Digsertation, 1965).

36c.c. Widstrand, Badio and Adult Education
in Tanzania: Some Considerations, (Par es Salam, University
College, Tanzania, April, 19335, P. 9.

378;3:0: International Conferemce on Educational
Badio and TV, (Paris: Office de Radio Diffusion Television, 1967)
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support. Anatol38 and Meyer339 felt that Thailand's
educational radio offers impressive service even though
they operate with a small staff, They do stress, however,
the need for better dissemination of information, promotion
of development trends, literacy programs and the supplying
of a broader educational background, In 1960 the Economic
and Soclial Council of the United Natlions requested UNESCO
to undertake a survey on the problems of helping under-
developed countries build up their information media.

In Asia, the most populous region of the world, the
countries suffering most from poverty and illiteracy

are also the poorest in communication facilities.bo
Programs are needed to develop radio broadcasting and

to provide low cost radio receivers, Governments should

encourage investment in industries necessary to the

information media,

New Perspectives in Radio

What may be needed most is a completely new

approach to the problem of broadcasting as an instrument

38'K.arl Anatol and John Bittner, "Southeast Asia
Broadcasting: The Emergence of Thailand," (Phoenix: Paper
presented at the International Communication Association
Annual Conference, April 22-24, 1971), p.7.

3Q'R.’n.chard J. Meyer, "Educational Broadcasting
in Thalland: A Microcosm of Asia," Educational Broadcasting
Review, February 1971, No., 1, pp. 30-34,

ko UNESCO, "Developing Mass Media in Asia,"
(Bangkok: NO, 1605-B, January 1960), p. 28.
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of education, The need was stressed by the Director
General of UNESCO when he stated.,..

*The ever-changing conditions of our
present civilization, as well as the
unceasing expansion and renewal of
human knowledge, make it mandatory

for every man and woman constantly

to bring up to date whatever he or

she learned earlier in life, Education
therefore becomes less concerned

with the teaching of a static content
which would equip for life one and

all, than with teaching how to learn
and to learn continously. The barriers
between formal school education and
other kinds of education break down

in this new approach: the education
process appears as a continuum {rom
literacy to higher education,'“f

Planning authorities in developing countries
should strive to use the wide, instantaneous range and
intimate appeal of broadcasting to 1ift the low levels
of educational productivity and national involvement
of their people, In planning for informal education,
village listening clubs should be instituted, UNESCO
feels this to be such a high priority that they advise
making receivers available to village audiences.uz
Provisions should also be made for training in educational
broadcasting and international exchange programs, Deliberate,

systematic use of radio broadcasting for educational

purposes 1is relatively scarce. In order to meet these

gLIUNESCO, "Address of the Director General to

the Conference of Ministers of Education of UNESCO's

Member States in Asia," (Bangkok: November 1965), p. 13.
“ZUNESCO, "Radio and TV in the Service of Education,"

(Paris: Report No. B-2266, 1967), p. 9.
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needs Elgabr1“3 and Mishrauu propose to build localness
into the broadcasting system, Radio should rely heavily
on local news in order to bring about feedback of local
news and opinion into the media, While great importance
should be attached to the provision of facilities for
listening among rural populations much would be lost

if listeners were not given some incentive to take advantaze
of the services provided, These incentives could take
the form of village development, increased literacy,

or personal satisfaction in hearing what people are
doing to help themselves, According to Mathur this
means developing countries must have rural programming
addressed to the community.k5 This rural audience is
vast but mainly illiterate. Radio can play an important
part in bringing to these remote communities news,
information, instruction, and entertainment, Ahmed

has shown how news heard by radio is repeated by word

of mouth until the circulation defies all calculations

%3411 2. Elpabri, "Developing Countries: Progress
Through Broadcasting,® Educational/Instructional Broadcasting,
Iv, No. 4, (1971), p. 11.

h&v. M. Mishra, "The Point of Contact Model,"
(East Lansing: Mimeographed, 1969)

§5J.C, Mathur, "Radio Programmimg and Programme

Exchange in Southeast Asia," Developing-Mags Media in
Asia (Paris: UNESCO, 1960), p. 85.
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based on the percent of owners of sets.l‘6

Broadcasting may be used for many selective
purposes, It may be the exclusive tool of the government
in power; it may serve political and propaganda services;
it may be a domain for private commercial enterprises;
it may only provide entertainment; it may be an arency
for information and education or it may be entirely
local in scope and organization., None of this responds
to the overall potential of broadcasting, Each might
be Jjustifiable in its own right; but overriding them
all is the right of the public to be served., Today
it 1s necessary to consider broadcasting as a part of
a country's infrastructure, The human factor is crucial
in development. Properly utilized broadcasting can
lead people to the recognition of the need for change,
can intreoduce them to new ideas and can help them to
apply those ideas, 'Broadcasting stations should be
consldered one of the countries' basic facilities like
roads and water, In this educational process radio
has a privileged importance in developing countries,.
Frequently it is the only means of reaching rural areas
and illiterate parts of the population regularly.

Keeping this clearly in mind, this study seeks

to use a unique radio station in Northeast Thailand to

“6Rash1d Ahmed, "News Services for Radio in
Southeast Asia," Developing Mass Media in Asia (Paris:
UNESCO, 1960) p. 87.
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desoribe the community development process in its broad-

casting area,

Statement of the Problem
Stated specifically, this study is an atteampt

to provide:

An assessment of the extent of community development
in Northeast Thailand with particular regard to:

a) National government involvement
b) Village participation
¢) Change factors

d) Information resources

Significance of the Problem

An assessment of this nature could go a long
way in helping evaluate the extent and implications
of the educational process regarding community development
in Northeast Thailand, It may also aid in understanding
the importance of Northeast development to both the
local Thal villager and the national Thai official.

Sueptions
In order to realize the purpose of this study,

answers to the following questions have been sought,
The purpose of these questions is to provide a general
framework upon which this study is based.

1) From what sources do Thais initially become
interested in community development in Northeast
Thailand?

2) 1Is 1life changing among those involved in these



10)

1)

12)

13;
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&)

5)

6)

7)

8)
9)

10)

11)

12)

13)
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projects and if so how?

Have other Thais in the Northeast expressed
interest in the work that 1is presently being
accomplished?

How acceptable is the transitional 1life style
of those engaged in community development?
Who has provided leadership for community
development programs in Northeast Thailand?
What influence has the national government
had in those development projects observed?
What development projects are planned for the
future?

To what factors can change be attributed?
What kinds of difficulities have arisen in
community development work?

How diverse are the development projects being
carried out in Northeast Thailand?

To what extent are projects communicated so
that others might understand and possibly
implement them?

To what extent is information given as to
resources available for interested parties?
To what extent are Northeast villagers involved

in the community development process?
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Nature of the Study
This study is a propositional inventory of

the available data gathered through survey research
techniques and socio-anthropological observations,

Field research was conducted during the years 1967-

1969, This data includes summaries of 145 in-depth
interviews on community development conducted by Radio
Station 909, Sakon Nakorn, Thailand., These were informal
interviews made with both elite and general respondents
(from governors to villagers), It was advisable in
these situations to use an open-ended interview format.
These interviews were conducted not only for content

but in a way that villagers would enjoy listening to
them, If structured interviews were to be broadcast

to village audiences on a regular basis they would have
to be made especially interesting, Villagers enjoy humor
in their radio and become bored with monotonous news
programs, These interviews were unique in that they

deal with community development through the eyes of
their originators, Villagers who buillt their own roads,
for example, were interviewed as to the process involved,
Radio Station 909 hoped that by broadcasting these interviews
reinforcement for community development projects would
be given along with the possibility of educating others

to construct their own projects,

Procedure for Obtaining Data

1) Two-to-four field trips of two-to-five days
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each were made each month over a period of
two years,

2) All fifteen proviences in Northeast Thailand
were covered by Badio Station 909 field reporting
teams., One hundred forty-five interviews were
obtained concerning community development during
this period.

3) These interviews were open-ended descriptions

of work being carried on by the interviewees.

Orgenization of the Thesis
Chapter I, INTRODUCTION
The introduction includes: modernization through
media and community development; the impact of radio;
the need for radio; new perspectives in radio; statement
of the problem; significance of the problem; question
to be answered by the study; nature of the study; procedure
for obtaining data; and organization of the thesis,

Chapter II., OVERVIEW OF THE THAI PERSONALITY AND CULTURE

The overview provides a background of the people
of Thailand and their culture, This is done in order
to facilitate a better understanding of their setting
ia relation to educational Radio Station 909, in Sakon
Nakorn,
Chapter III. A HISTORICAL PROFILE OF BRADIO STATION

909, SAKON NAKOEN, THAILAND
The historical profile of Radio Station 909
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is given with special emphasis on the field reporting
program that provided the vehicle for collecting the
data used in this study.

Chapter IV. PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE DATA
Proceﬂtation and interpretation of the interviews

in relation to questions asked in the_purpono of this

study is given, Int;rvienc are categorized according

to each question and are presented in some detail in

order to clarify and to give the reader an opportuniti

to make interpretations of his owm,

Chapter V. SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION

This chapter includes a summary of the findings,
recommendations, and reflections by the author as to
Radio Station 909's possible role in community development,
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CHAPTER II
OVERVIEW OF THE THAI PERSONALITY AND CULTURE

Setting

Northeastern Thailand has for years contained
many of the country's most underdeveloped provinces.
Agricultural land is the principal resource and ninety
percent of the economically productive population derives
its livelihood from agriculture, For these fifteen
provinces which comprise the area. (out of a total of
seventy-one) per-capita production in agriculture is
relatively low.""7 Paucity of natural resources is the
principal reason why the region has not reached the
same degree of development as have other regions of
Thailand, The soils are poor in general, rainfall is
sporadic, and possibilities for irrigation are few.!"'8

Vhile industrial development in Thailand is

making satisfactory progress, the rural population shares

little in the benefits. During recent years attention

h7Hans Platenius, The Northeast of Thailand;
Its Problems and Potentialities, (Bangkok: National
Economic Development Board, 1963), p. 12.

yaRobert L. Pendleton and Sarot Montrakum,
The Soil of Thailand: Proceedings of the Ninth Pacific

Sclence Congress (Bangkok: Chapter 18, 1960), p. 15.

21
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has been focused on Northeastern Thailand not only for
economic but also for political reasons., Events beyond
the border have convinced the government that every
effort must be made to assure the political loyalty
of the people, to raise the standard of living and to
improve public services and facilities.49

The 66,000 square miles of the Northeast region
have a long dry season and relatively scarce rainfall,
Natural vegetation is limited to scrub forests, weeds
and grasses, Poor communications, mixed farming and
stock raising pose a serious challenge to the national
authorities in their economic planning, The provinces
of the Northeast region occupy about one-third of the
total land area of Thailand, The number of people
enumerated in the 1960 census was nine million, Today
the region has approximately twelve million people out
of the country's total population of thirty-six million,
The population growth rate for the people of the region
has risen to 3.3 percent.so This region is essentially
a large basin tilted toward the Mekong River, It is

bordered on the south by the Phanom Dongrak Mountain

99Dona1d E, Nuechterlien, Thailand and the

Struggle for Southeast Asia (New York: Cornell University
Press, 1965), p. 113.

J0Central Statistical Office, Thailand Population

Census, 1960: Northeast Region (Bangkok: National Economic
Development Board, 1962), p. 5.
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Range on the Cambodian boundary, and on the west by
the Phetchabun Mountains. The principal river is the
Mun, which flows eastward to join the Mekong at the
Lao border east of Ubon Ratchathani, The marshy flats
extending along the Mun are the only areas that are
well watered throughout the year. Elsewhere, the level
ground is swampy during the rains and forms dried up
wastes of grass in the dry season,

The people of Northeast Thailand are primarily
rice farmers., Thal government figures show that only
about 19 percent of the land is cultivated.51 Betw<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>