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'he study of oversea~ Chinese goes back to the latter

half ." the nineteenth century, hut a.) a series of somewhat

, . . . aim WW .
unre;, ad works with little comparative MI ysis. aoc1al

science is necessarily and inherently comparative. Therefore,

it is my nurgose lL th Eager to analgz; the gloTicn f

£9 /

overseas Chinese comparatively.

71-30

According to the China,Yeearhook l?’7~€3, the total

pC‘}ulation of overseas Chinese, includin; tfcse with dual

nationality, is 17,991,493}. Nearly ”5 gut cent of them reside

2%‘19tab>

in Southeast Asia. Faced with geogra;tical, economic, and

social challenges which are ess'ent ally different from those

of China, overseas Chinese immigrants re5pond in a diversity

of ways in different areas. This paper attempts to apply the

theory of ecology-—the study of the interrelationships between

orgaanisn and onvircnment-—to two different areas where Chinese

immigrants have settled: Southeast Asia and Taiwan.

There are striking similarities among Chinese immigrants

in Southeast Asia. A great majority of them are engaged in

trade, commerce and industry. They constitute a sizeable

pr0portion of the total urtan gorulation and develOQ a kind of

segmentary structure in urban overseas Chinese communities.

The real locus of power lies with voluntary associations,

3

s.ec ally Chambers of Commerce and oi a L
J

.ect associations(
I
)



formed on non—kin bases. Furthermore, social status and

flprestige are “equired through wealth.

These similarities, of course, are not coincident and

obviously can not be attributed to a common historical

backgrcu ’. I seek the explanation in a common human reSponse

:1 a.
-:; ant to similar environments.3

;
:

or .._g

winese immigrants to Taiwan, on the other hand, who

rig ;;:d in the same years and from the same provinces as those

im-fgrants to Southeast Asia, develop different kinds of

Atlement and economic patterns, social and political struc—

tures. The majority of them go into agriculture and are pre-

dominantly rural. as in Southeast China, family and kin groups

are significant, while othe‘ groups tend to be relatively un~

im;"r.ant. Social control is largely effected within lineages

an” iffirmally by gentry and elders in the village environment.

is interesting to note that Chinese immigrants of the

peial cultural and historical background who moved into

C;* erent ecological environments-—Southeast Asia and T iwan--

established different economic patterns, social structures, etc.,

as adaptive mechanisms. This paper attempts to find out precisely

how differences in environment, social structure, and economic

E:*~~wn are CODUGCtefi an interaCt With eaCh Other.

The problem of Chinese immigrants includes a whole complex

of :;eial, cultural, historical, economic, and political aspects.

JThfi paper will not be ahle to embrace all of those problems.
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ll focus my attention Upon those fea ures which are closely
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tence activities.f, U
)

arCer to arsomplish thi , 5 will take into consideration

lulation density, settlem..* patterns, dialect groups, volur-

y associations, land own'_-hip, citizenship, tit. J; i-£u:-,

political situations and historica background.

(1)

(2)

(4)

0‘
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My prepostions in this paoer are the fol

An increase in population density leaos t7 an intense

le for land. Thus, demography and land ownership

should be examined if we want to know how the environment

affects the economic adaptation of immigrants.

Differences in socia- structure must be examined iL the

context of physical and socioeconomic environments. Volunt.ry

associations may we seen as an historical process of ala2tation

to new conditions. These associations should he examined in

order to “now how they play an important part in the establish-

ment of economic patterns and the deveIOpment of the commercial

success of Chinese immigrants to Southeast Asia.

Chinese communities in Southeast China, as well as in South-

east Asia and Taiwan, are by no means homogeneous. They

are divided into differenl dialect groups. Thus, dialect

difference must be examined if we want to understand how

they affect the occupational Specialization, settlement

patterns and social stratification of Chinese immigrants.

The type of society in which the immigrants settled must

be examined in order to unde‘stand ethnic segmentation and



economic iiterdepcndence, to find out whether the environ—

ment of any one ethnic group is defined by natural coneiticns,

or by the presence and activities of other ethnic groups.

(5) Political situations must be taken into consideration to

understand how they influence the economic pa;terns, settle-

ment patterns, and the social structure of the immigrants.

"‘ Chinese pepulations in Southeast Asia andwTaiwan are the

result of long—term migration. Therefore, the time dimension

important in resyect to economic opportunity, social

structurs, and political situation.

(7- southeat Asit and Taiwan have undergone substantially

i1ffcront l :;orical experiences during the past several

centuries. Thus, historical differences should be examined

in order to see whether or not they play a part in shaping

the are ant situation of Chinese immigrants.

fr alman, in his article,"What Social Science can Do for

China ; -tudies", says "When we examine some aSpect of Chinese

society we should make exnlicit comparisons with the corre Spending

aSperts of other societies in order to deepen our understanding

at the least and perhaps also to Spoeed the coming of general

explanatory principles" (1964:527). In the conclusion of this

paper, I will also ur_=e imiigrants from India and EurOpe as

comparative data in order to show that, given certain common

conditions or processes, the same kind of patterns can occur

’1
u t
h

in widely different cultures and area. 0 the world.



 

.. l oncrt Histrrg 0L Chinese Emicration

‘tgm T'a'w Sung, Yuan and Wing dynasty records, we Know

that chines: intercourse with Southeast Asia began quite early.

H
]
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has hagpened in the past must be viewed in the context 0

the historical background and social and political conditions.

l
*
3

here is evidence that at least three centuries before

v-o vthe Christian era, Chinese merchants had reached the coast of

South China and contacted the peogles of the Indo—Chinese

\
O

M

v

peninsula (Wane 195 Yet, it was not until the third

century A.U. that Chinese merchants and artisans began to settle

in Vietnam (Rohequaln 1944:32), and later in Cambodia and Siam

(Purcell 1965z9).

Chinese merchants and pioneers along the Salween, Irrawaddy,

and Chindwin rivers oenetratel into Burma in the beginning of the

second century 3.C., but hev began to settle there much later

(Chu 1J57:193}. From the beginning of the second century A.D.,

the Chinese stirted commercial intercourse with the Cdflytries

of the ialay Archipelago (Simoniya lOCl:9). In addition,

relationships were estahlished with Java in the figth century\.¢.5
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century was important metause various Burepeans arrived in

~ing center on the westH 3 [
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outh-ast Asia..—U
)

"
)

—- C ’"- a y . «— ,-\ -.—. ‘-, » n '. ‘ i .

ccrst rm ideal aiay “ch.nsula, was taken.rgrilma'?orihguese who

a"! ' - —- - j ' ‘—4 Una" / q;- ' 4. \. .. " u —‘ a: . .. A

'_:f"T"l 1" I." r__ Cr '3 l r: n \ J L" ( ”F 0““ LCCL‘ t "3g 4.9 l N. {LC ‘5 I twf-BILLh‘ -

century (finang 195$:xxii). from 156? to 1999, the Phiiitrines

were under Beanish control (Purcell lQCE:FG7‘

A ’1 : . - y- V ‘« “Q t 4 “ n- —' W, . P. —. .. a.” m ‘-‘ fl . 1 .

in all tic., the align estaslisheu thezselves in Java in

1679 (“at l:¢?:2). Fr the mid—seienteen+h C'ntur“ the whole

‘I ‘ N - -\ - 1 ‘ - - —— N A ; - Q . - ,

pro irelagc ”at t*-er +z~ r control, ahw Portuguese -n-luence

~~( . ’5 F‘v‘. "UF - ~‘- ' : i" “ 0 ~\ a

enoed in Inmoneria, enceot in Timer (Purcell 19n5:;01).

‘ - -- '.- A 1" ~ , ~. ~ -- - '--‘ r—
T‘e clYl/al o_ +h: auroLean- sis a tUIang—Qfilut Jtr

Goathsast Asia ani raw table traving o nortunities “or the
~A-

Chinese, Che des're to heretit econocically from the colonies

led the Eurogean 1<ninistrators to use Special oolicies with

regard to the Chinese. "Cn the one hand, they encouraged

D c
’
)

:
3
‘

p
.

Himmigration in order that the .‘ese might provile coolie

H

lahor and entroyreneurial services, relaxed restrictions, anr

permitted Opportunities ror nrefit. On the other hand, they

maintained control bx limiting occuPations open to the Chinese

and restricting areas of settlement" (Louis 1967:25).

Fence, Chinese immioration raeiilv increased in the seven—~v:

teenth century. Es a result, Eganish anl Dutch fears that the

Chinese woull challenge their authority anfl camyete with their

T‘
,

H
1

‘ioh trade, led to a series of massacres o the Chinese peeplefor r



in t'e region. The ma sacrss of 1603 and 1639 in the Philippines.‘V

resulted in the death of about 46,000-47,COC Chinese (Chen 1963:

143—145) 5 (Felix 1356:7“J. The same method was used by Dutch

authorities id feva a” well as ianaiwan. In Tativia’alone

ahout -TC Chi.ess “wees wrre ylundered and Burned, and thousands

of Ch was, inoigrants were killed in 1743 (Kwa~Chiao—chih ldFC:

ll"). ' T “ .ui, alcut.l,’“‘3 "h ,";2“ z.}<illcd tartflue up C

a ‘” T ’ ‘ L 1762:1“.

-iter the Lownfall of the king dynasty in 1644, the Manchu

rt fh'ing dynasty came to power. Unwillingness to submit to

tle rrlv of the Eoreign conqueror caused a wave of emigration

fren the southeastern '.=gicn of China to Southeast Asia and

After 1739 the Zritish began to make settlements in the

Yalay Peninsula (Purcell 1965: 25), and later in Buma (after

1852l (ihidz53). Toward the end of the nineteenth century,

France became establishe‘ in Indochina (ibidzlEB).

ks first Grimm War (1839-13”2), Chinese emigration\! til.) t O t A , v *

’l

was due mainly to politi cal factors. -Ctnom*c factors pla'td

or role. he situation hegan to change after the failureJa l~(
I
)

U
)

D
)

of the Ch'ing dynasty to defeat the Br i-ti;‘h in 1812. Economic

factors then :ecame the ruling causes of Chinese emigration.

Caaritalisn and im;eria lism develoged in the nineteenth

century demandsed a large numter of coolie laborers. The

seleomed newsonrrss and troviIZed attractive incentives to settlers.



This stirulated a mass igrati n cf Chin3se in the mi -n1rete~nth

certury. fatv Chin3se qLIickly settled in Singapore, the Talay

Peninsula, and later Sarawak and North Borneo (Lee 1963:209-

At the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of

the twentieth century, an increase in the number of women

immigrants brought a vital change to the demographic pattern

of Chinese settlements in Southeast Asia. Finally, in 1949,

the Chinese Comm nist :arty stablished a PeoDle's Republic inC
)

the mainlanfl of China and so closed the door to Chinese em‘gra—

 

tion to 27:2?»ast i in anfl other parts of the wcrld

A H, Causes of Cl‘inese Emigration

is i'“ ;t:ting that the majority of the Chinese emigraatyi

free t‘: two ' ntheastern of six coastal Chinese provinces:

Fu“?*x atf frangtungo In addition, they are not o.rawn fron

all garts 3? these two, but are recruited from a few districts

or village; ntar the cities of Amoy in Fukien and Canton in

Kwangtung. kly did garticular villages in Southeastern China

Specialize in sending their members abroad? Partial answers to

this q1> -7 ray Ou ath' from historical maerial, and

.“

field stwfig would certainly h01U us to understand more (Freedman
.1:

v~ ~— \

We werk of Freeflman (1:57), nuang (1954), Lee (1:66;,



Skinner (1962), Counhlin (1»60), Uillmctt (19:7) T'ien (1935),

H"- 11 I (”f'\ «'5 . :
~W-';¢ \lZLJ), QLMOQ;f

”

3 l (

if.:.r:1-"3‘;:iao—Chih etc., the factors wl‘ich cau 3-;d or encoura

w

tL: Chinese exigrat ion ri3ht 0e summarized as follows:

I \ T\. _ ° ._‘ - , ... 5' .. fl .. __._ _ 3 _g _, x _ - . ’ _ H

g1; uuilug the fun oyno ii, the Stincat pe”gle in the Yanat e

v ’u 1.“.wv . fl '- w -‘ ~ ~- ~ -‘ . ( 4'- . s- 1- A V- -

lei3: and lui‘her north Migra-ed into the stu‘nw‘stern anl

vw' ~ -~ - —‘ -~ .--s ”w. \ - . -- A H V "V —‘ u. c ..‘-' vyu. -. ‘\ ‘ q ”A r ‘ . f‘l

Smnihuuctulu rrowlnces. Jecahou Li LLB «Lhfltalnn EUJ Hllls

of Sauth China, contact with forth China was easv by sea and

- ‘TKC' HL 1 1 a mu', __m :

iicu- C" iani. “.15 -t cerl the ceveliW‘mr‘t of

A

F
)

coastal [inning in the southsrstern pr vintes of China. The

'5 1.. L. ~- ‘ 'L‘M- :‘-. ‘r -5 . 3R. ‘ -'-‘ r, 3" , a -

jun... L- . {Allen uC‘lcfltEdbt null-’3 YII’LLCL". lc.vll.o:--Ier1..a.5 0.0 F’Xtel’1810n

A ~ 1 " ‘ '1 r" ‘ ': «L. 1 \

SL’lAt’L. - « Cl. Cilia CO» 5:, .L pulprint . .

”ider these conditions, the earliest contacts with the

a '_, —.< V 1a" ‘ I? - x r (w '- “”1 ‘3. M“. . 1 4- -\ .,..‘.- .A. -:

ou{_; Merle were -_3alml 5neu malnl" through gerts in

e

at? in Kwangtung (e.g. Ahoy, Swatew, Canton).

.1

-grten ha» been a port of international traee since tie late

-~ I q . - ‘ ‘ o '1 I I ._‘ V ‘ - L- I .-‘_

"ing dynasty. Thus, the Chinese in this area mer' the Llrot

u." ‘ a a m . a “ r o ' q

t o .usiness mi*n ttr3ign traders.

I a h I" . “ - — ,."Q ‘ "I'm ‘ '\ ~“' , w " ~" " Vs 'w .4 w _ Q’- - .-

34 .OyUlathQ Pm‘gsul: pron the ianl aite rs to be greatest

,outheasttrn China. In Fukien, overpoCLulation was mentioned
.L

H :
3

I

an - -~ W H -A p- v -‘ N .— ‘- -I~- 4-“) -1 ‘ . r- 'i '7 Q

as early as the sun; dynastv. Furehci ‘ re, Lne Chinese Contact

with EurCEeans it} to the intwrotuCtion 3; sweet potatoes and

r- 5‘ - - ~ 7- - / ---\/ 1 v

centinuol fly to the elllv MlneLthtn century.
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(C) 'gtural calamities also stimulated emigration. For exasple,

Frv' 1:90 to 1626, famine raged 18 times (ab ut once in every

1” 3ears) in Southern China. It was even worse in Fukien.

33 1369-1615, there were 29 droughts, and the pepulation

”7ered from famine 20 times from 1416-1635 (Chen 1940:9—10).

\ «

"
E J

ifipire in lfl33, it became necessary for the various colonial

Llantations to obtain labour from India and China (Gangulee

3947:213. A large scale labour force was necessary in South-

east Asian countries, esgecially in Malaya, Indonesia, British

Torneo and partially in Vietnam and Thailand.

£4
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Prohakly half of the 3.4 million Chincse in Thailand live in

Far ntv / "* r"ar“r iri +lw~ ~l so tn,ra4;1 QJJ7QY‘ 701tx4 c:' tV'A— v 4 -,. -‘ -..-- ~ uh A - - v

rr, “'7 rec

- 9.3(‘o4l)0 \l

‘ "' h“ . ' " " '\ "‘ ” fl ‘. 3“ . .1. 1:!" ~ ' f' . ' ",I ~

tne total t inese EerUlatiUn in inoonesia, at least half

reside in Java. In addition, it was estifiated that a

cent cf '1; Java Chinese live in Cities and towns of 8,000

“n Burma, nearly half of Chinese immigrants are found

vitl5w a hundred miles cf the cagital city. About 59 war cent1
.L

=7 the Chinese settles in urban area of Cambodia (Rillmott 1967:

if). Falaven Chinese are urban, almost 54 per cent Of them beirg

o.assifié‘ in 1947 census as tcwn dwellers and over 40 per cent

of thc“ -~ iiving in towns cf 40,000 or more inhahitants.

Finali“, :zvarding to Simcniya, 81.1 per cent of the Chinese

immi rag“: reSide in the urban {art of Singagore (1961:3-).

c “ 11 halls; and partly to the mercantile origins of their

\ l‘e :t thefh.

 

It ”a? ”grtioned that the majority of Chinese immigrants
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Conaercial relations

c'

we '

l 1
1

centurie. ore tU

engaged in commerce, indu
r~-¥—

5"“.

‘1‘? “'f‘.’

.1. 4’ Q3

q‘pflch, in her book, ‘inrrity >rohl€fin in Southeast

A i9, :tat E that "tn? economic grip o: the Chinese Upon South-

ca?“ Hoia'o aconrny is grotahly the nasic cause of the infigtnou;

4 (:1e3' tésehtzent and f?ar of the ehjnese minority. Their

Jo itiou is the more remarkahle when one reaiizes that the

Ci-r;:o “arm only G rercant of the region's total oooulaticn.

Tfiinese are to he fsund throughcut the entire economic gamut.

‘hrir ilp”I;1QC; in the different occupations varies from

o'untrg tt country but everywhere they dominate commercial

iiFu, es;ecially ,he rltail trefie" (l:55:4)?

' It is well—kiewn that the Chinese have long glayed a

k:; tact in gout: Kit Asian economy. During the Zurofcan

occu;ation, Thailcnd was the only infiependont country in South-

:agt :-ia. -hus western colon'alism and the Industrial Revolu—

tion grivioofl a uaSLS which enecuraved the role that the Chinese

c“-ivefl in Southeast lsian economies.

D I

It is necespary to examine the economic role of the

Ckirise in Southeaet Asia. The question which I want to deal

with in this section is to what extent the Chinese in Southeast

riculture and labour.

the Philippines
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Thev alnost no epolizeé the trafie and commerce of the islanor,

esoecially in Hanila (:chell lum5z522).
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All over the rice—-rov‘nw urea, no rind ohihee: brokera

A n‘ \ -'- _ ,. 'fi‘l'! ' .I" _ . ‘ . - ‘.\ Iv~ ") - N

and hvyeru {Purcell I»FW.P;,. in auui,»en, tney are “ultra

' -'~« - ~ ”1. 'I. . m. '*-4.»1.1'_‘oanfl ex 1- r~9 e; flab, anv nanuin recal oalea (1»-u.ir. .

. 1- .: -‘ .- 1 ‘-x I '« A A...-_ r" -: x“

‘ rt rvcmnzvl“ 11; ;:»flfli T.:arlanu, fflpe Clfl.3::p :LLl

. ’. ‘ ‘ ~ . ' 1‘ - "‘ ‘. r~r ‘ ' 1 v‘ "_'- ‘ ‘ v‘ ."'\ ’. V.-

nefi ‘ “ rice, hut were largely lh ine eyewin: and Tulmvtinb
A.

. _~ 7‘ 1’ ,.. , '_‘ _. - ,1“ I ‘ _‘ 2.”) 1.. ,_ f1..-

wF fl ‘eootah1=V. ultund\J tney al:o countee a on; the _atu

" ' .' . ,A _ ' - . ‘ - -‘ “9“!" _‘ f.- k—.‘, 1 ‘ C‘ q —

cv‘»: w int_al Ttailanl, the; old r‘ot in“. inonoelvc , hut

~ . I 0 u 0 3 an
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