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Michael E. Kolivosky

THSSTS ABSTRICT

|/ This is & case study of interethnic assimilation, with primary focus
intermarriage, between Slovaks and Swedes in Grassflat, a rural non-

fﬂl community in central Pemnnsylvania, The particular value of this

< gy

;stionnaire, and tape-recorded interviews with selected groups of Slovek
Swedish residents of the first, second, and third generations. I

diaries, church records, ledgers of local organizations, corres-

with selected residents, and a survey (census) of the community ‘

additional sources of information. Only a limited number of docu-

sources were available, and they were consulted. In short, the

' of data were very largely field, rather than documentary. Almost

‘the data were gathered by the writer who worked as & participant

‘community which was studied.
the population of Grassflat was 78L. Of this total, L9% were
h, 23% Wother nationalities® (neither Slovak nor Swedish),

s, Classified according to religion, 5L% were Catholic,
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.
\ the 19th and beginning decades of the 20th Centuries. Swedes emigrated
!‘tmtha vicinity of Dalsland, Sweden, and Slovaks from in or nesr Presov,
‘Slovekia, Immigration of Swedes antedated that of Sloveks by approxi-
‘mately two decades. Immigration to Grassflat was more direct by Slovaks
“then Swedes.

What has happened in the assimilation between Sloveks and Swedes in
Grassflst can be presented in terms of four major developments: First,
living in relative isolation during the first decades, Slovaks and Swedes
demonstrated an accentuation of their respective native cultures Dy
developing perallel organizations. Second, interethnic assimilation was
1 pkangly facilitated by both the public school where they learned a
‘common language and experiences which they shared in the coal industry.

The United Mine Workers Union, of which both Slovak and Swedish miners

; 4 m problno. Third, with the mobility of residents, especially Swedes,
i to urban centers between 1925 and 1935 after the cosl mines closed, the
‘Slovak population became numerically larger, Swedes began to participate
Slovak activities, and residential segregation decreased as Slovaks

i”i Swedes moved into sections formerly occupied by exclusively one or
other ethnic groups. Fourth, as the number of interethnic contacts
ressed, not only was diffusion of native cultural patterns promoted,

t new patterns were developed. Probebly most important were clubs

3 and social organizations which admitted all residents.
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:ﬂllu, and 73 Swedish females--indicated that only seven
marriages occurred between 1922 and 1951. All Slovak-
Mhh marriages, except one in which a Swedish woman converted to
W, were mixed religious marriages. In all seven marriages the

dren were romd Catholic.

Data supported the following hypotheses regarding Slovak and Swedish

ions in Grassflat. One, the factor of religion is more important

Two ,

cluding intermarriage than other aspects of ethnic background.

m of cultural solidarity within a particular etlmic group to a

¢v nu-s determines the rate of exogamy of its members, that is, the

iy groups by both slovaks and Swedes tends to increase with

Data were insufficient to support or

Lity to urban areas.
Eided

hypothesis that the rate of intermarriage between Slovaks

is greater among the upper and lower economic classes, as
» ty, than the middle class.
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CHAPTER I

4 THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

is one of the most crucial tests of the process of
yet it is one of the most neglected areas of sociological
general, there is a lack of information about the rate of
bie: among the various ethnic groups in the United States. For
1 is known concerning the rate of assimilation of Slovaks
the extent to which they intermarry. In the case of the
the information about assimilation is very limited.
d detailed study of the two groups, the Slovaks and the
small community, and their tendency to intermarry, the
0 y may gain a clearer understanding of the process of

e factors associated with it.
I. THE PROBLEM

blem. It is the purpose of this study to show
ion bot_-un two divergent ethnic groups, Slovaks
, a rural non-farm community in central Pennsyl-
mhcgwnumnmammma
groups. In order to show the degree and

them, major emphasis will be given to:

in the settlement of Grassflat and




cultural solidarities (discussed in Chapter V);

| change within each ethnic group and (L) the degree and

of the study. First of all, some question might be

the use of intermarriage as an index of assimilation,
ﬁoint, however, there are several writers, among whom are
scientists, who indicate that intermarrisge is a

of assimilation. For example, Drachsler pointed out that:

facts of intermarriage offers a reasonably secure
h to begin excursions into the elusive problem of
 Several reasons would tend to confirm this view,
» 88 such, is perhaps the severest test of group
ividuals vho freely pass in marriage from one

e into another are not under the spell of an intense
2 1!1 consciousness. Consequently, the greater the
d llﬂ'ilgol, the weaker, broadly speaking, the
ity. Moreover, such a test as this is quantitative.
' intermarriage furnish concrete, measurable materi-
L M{ such data are as urgently needed as they 1

_assimilation cannot take place without racial ‘
laces that do not intermarry do not mingle freely ;
1t the stimulus of free social life complete

ation is impossible....a complete assimi~ E
impossible without intermarriage,2 e

d issimilation. New York: The Macmillan

‘Element in Socisl Am.uumn.- m
33, July-Hey, 190-0911.




Who made an extensive study of interethnic marriages in
el

s emphasized that:
s . ¢

) is not, of course, an absolute test of so-

Amen slnulbipn....NeVertheless it may be taken for

}d that the process of racial and ’cultural assimilstion
grant is hastened by marriage to a person whose

are native-born....The extent to which people of the

bock farm populations choose members of the native-

lp as partners in marriage should throw some light on
to which the solidarity of the foreign group is

m, and also on the degree to which its members
socially acceptable to the natives.3

in intermarriage, Davie reported that:

!lntar favorable to assimilation that may be mentioned
rriage. In fact, there is an interaction here, one

avoring the othar The greater the degree of auimi-

‘the greater the tendency to intermarriage. On the

nd, intermarriage, by increasing the number and intimacy

- produces a repid and profound change in sympathies

ties, and for this reason is greatly conducive to

S0 peculiarly intimate a relationship, inter-
3 a severly realistic index of the social distance
ive groups and peoples living within a given

to the question of intermarriage as a reliable

ive process, Groves and Moore emphasized that:

M u
culture is the key to assimilation. Indeed,
process of acquiring divergent culture traits,

; ant Farmers and Their Children. Garden City,
an & Company, Inc. 1929. Pp. 15-76.
_Imigration. New York: The Macmillen Compeny.
nality and Nativity Factors in ler.up e,
, 43792, December, 1939. - =




) made an extensive study of interethnic marriages in
, emphasized that:

) is not, of course, an sbsolute test of so-
A canization. .. .Nevertheless, it may be taken for
that the process of racial and cultural assimilation
i rant is hastened by marriage to a person whose

‘are native-born....The extent to which people of the
ock farm populations choose members of the native-
)p as partners in marriage should throw some light on
ree to which the solidarity of the foreign group is
; down, and elso on the degree to which its members
socially acceptable to the natives.

ted intermarriage as one of the factors favoring assimila-
intermarriage, Davie reported that:

o
1 factor favorable to assimilation that may be mentioned
age. In fact, there is an interaction here, one

hvoring the other. The greater the degree of assimi-
the greater the tendency to intermarriage. On the

, intermarriage, by increasing the number and intimacy
, produces a repid and profound chenge in sympathies
and for this reason is greatly conducive to

d that:
l‘ so peculiarly intimate a reladionship, inter-

a severly realistic index of the social distance
tive groups and peoples living within a given

to the question of intermarriage as a relisble
lative process, Groves and Moore emphasized that:

culture is the key to assimilation. Indeed,
‘a process of acquiring divergent culture traits,

ant_Farmers md Their ch:lldrm. 6Gnrdm 61ty,
m um.mm Compeny .

ompany ,
ration. llcw !’orkx

nality and Netivity Fectors in arriage.!
, L3792, December, 1939. - %






an be done only through participation. Hence any
h makes for fuller participstion encourages

« Any factor which limits or conditions the

f a person or group to the culture of the area
full and complete assimilation.

n referred to intermarriage as "the final test of

‘in no country is a study of interethnic assimilation more

in a country commonly referred to as the melting pot of

entations in this country and their participation in the

‘should be of value toward a better understanding of

d out that:

‘tween various ethnic groups in America is a
g importance to the student of population

ns, but it also provides the most direct and
which the present and the next generation

and Company. ok . .
ge among Nationality Groups in a Rurel Area
of Sociology, XVI, No. 2 (March,






together into a unified social and cultural
ay, in short, be truly 'Americanized!,’

in 1936, Davie emphasized that:

the importance of the subject, practically no facts
rriage in the United States are available., Little

. of the extent of the fusion, of the rate at which
‘taking place, or of the groups amalgamating quickly or

Still 1 is known of the biologic effects in the

ases of intermarriages, while the subtle interplay
marriages of different types of mind and culture has

almost oon%oto],y eluded the observation of the
c student .

&l; lld Merrill pointed out that "the national extent of mixed
is not known, and such data as we have are derived largely from
ﬁo studies and smell samples from urban population groups."u

zed that there are at least five reasons why a know-

age in the United States is important. Briefly, these

R K

arriage is an index of the assimilative process.

age being so peculiarly intimate a relationship, inter-

is a severly realistic index of the social distance
binctive groups and peoples living within a given

 is an index of cultural similarities and dis-
s in marriage.
‘of intermarriage aids us in building up an under-

; of the structure and functioning of family life as
the selective factor on which it rests customarily.
of personality problems, particularly those of
h has been lﬁd in recent years of the cultural

al approach.

rants and Their Children, Washington, D. C.:
20, p. L31.
cit., p. 289.



as a figure of speech to describe the assimi-
ﬂa disparate elements in the American population
us into complacency to the extent that very little
has been given by students to what is the final test
on--intermarriage. This is true especially with
to the various nationality groups within the whiie
rly those from Northern and Central Europe. 3

» Hollingshead wrote: .
rly support the theory of homogamy, rather than
¥, but a generalized theory of the precise influence
and individuel factors on the selection of marriage
ains to be formulated. This if an objective for
3 to work toward.:
| the United States deserve special study with regard to

their assimilation and rate of intermarriage because past
g to be concerned with Slovaks, may contain significant
of confusion as to the identity of Slovaks. Drachsler,
d the following nationalities in the former Austro-
3 Austria (Bohemians, Germans, Poles, and Jews) and
Germans, Hungarians, and Jews) .1® Yurchak called atten-
of the word "Slovak" when he pointed out that in this
"Slovak" frequently are regarded as synonymous 16
llhi', the terms are not synonymous.
’.ﬁuﬁl out that statistics concerning the number

rants in America is uncertain. They wrote that

585.
Cultural Factors in Selection of Marriage
8l w, 15:619-627, October, 1950.
n B3 2L9 . e
ting, Indiana:
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and individuel factors on the selection of marriage
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z to work toward.

the United States deserve special study with regerd to

P their assimilation and rate of intermarriage because past
ng to be concerned with Slovaks, may contain significant

of confusion as to the identity of Slovaks, Drachsler,

d the following nationalities in the former Austro-

vt Austria (Bohemisns, Germans, Poles, and Jews) and

', Germans, Hungarians, and Jews) 15 Yurchak called atten-

 of the word "SlovakM when he pointed out that in this

1o frequently are regarded as synonymous .16

'lth:;', the terms are not synonymous.

Factors in Selection of Marriage
w, 15:619-627, October, 1950.




d as Slav, Slavish, Slavic, Slavonian--the 1910
35,195 such--should have been credited to Slovaks M7
» of the study the writer has learned that many Slovaks

*ted themselves as "Austria-Hungary" upon entering the

although studies of sssimilation of different ethnic groups

, & very limited number dealt with Slovaks and Swedes as

d in this study were gathered from both field and

s, particularly the former. The major portion of data

_mw which was studied. The main sources of data

individual interviews, tape-recorded inter-

s which were consulted were: personal diaries,
and non-local marriages, ledgers of local organi-
Mlh newspapers. The writer also studied the
-ﬁm of the Lutheran Churches in Grassflat:

nd Edward A., Our Lutheran Chimes

versery Issue, Emanuel Evangelicsl Lutheran
Lng .-Dec., 1950. 19 pp.

Hm'd A., Our Lutheran Chimes
sary Number, Nebo Lutheran Church) ,




cm'o]_'led in Grades 7 through 12, particularly the earlier
is important to emphasize, however, that competent elementary

:ieh:ol principals administered the questionnaires to these

pointed out by the writer when the quotation is used.
s I fomer resident of the community which was
im-pratction of data herein presented might
objccti'ity regarding both the ethnic group of

‘Eh llwsks, and the Swedish people. On the other

e 2




terms used, With only a few exceptions, terminology
study is that usually found in sociological reseerch.
terms are defined because they are used less frequently

"fhty have been defined in various ways in sociological

Slavic people from Moravia or Slovakia who are ususlly re-

rn Slavs. The Slovaks who are one of the ethnic groups

~are immigrants from Slovakia.

ge. A marriage between a bride and groom who differ in

faith, economic class, or national origin, or any com-

1 \ﬁlll characteristics. Although other differences between

een cluliﬁs;i as mixed marriages, such as age, size,

revious marital status, and others ,18 intermarriage as

is pz-:l.-u-ily limited to religion and national origin.
Marriage. Marriege between a bride and groom one

bsequently become converted to the faith of the other. 3

Q ge. A marriage between a bride and groom one

becomes converted to the faith of the other.
to e tested in regard to the assimilstive process
d Swedish populations which were studied in the
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of intermarriage between Slovaks and Swedes is greater
end lower economic classes than the middle class.
ite of intermarriage with other religious and nationality

- Slovaks and Swedes tends to increase with their mobility

iined in Chapters VI and VII are primarily concerned with
2, Chapter VII deals with both hypotheses 3 and .
V give a detailed description of the context in which

ve process between Slovaks and Swedes took place.
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, of cultural soliderity within a particular ethnic
_' extent determines the rate of exogamy of its members.
e degree of cultural soliderity the lesser the rate of

s members will be.

of intermarriage between Slovaks and Swedes is greater

and lower economic classes than the middle class.






CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

-”non closely related to research under consideration

in terms of: (a) the general rate of intermarriage among
populations, (b) sociological factors related to the
intermarriage, and (c) a comperison of intermarriage

ng certain Slovak and Swedish populations. The results are

in the following paragraphs.

The General Rate of Intermarriage Among

oy Urban end Rural Populations

the following tsbulated summery (Table I) of studies
3 rate of intermarriage among urban populations dur-
940, Statistics for urban populations as presented

v page indicate that immerriesge, rather than

11 the predominant pattern of the populations studied.
: . are Mowlte for determining the rate of
tﬂmic groups. Where statistics indicate a



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERALURE

limn closely related to research under consideration

 in terms of: (a) the general rate of intermarriage among
populations, (b) sociological factors related to the

] Wmilge, and (c) a comparison of intermarriage

certain Slovak and Swedish populations. The results are
the following paragraphs.

>i The General Rate of Intermarriage Among

- Urban and Rural Populations

d the following tsbulated summery (Table I) of studies
rate of intermarriage among urban populations dur-

9LO, Statistics for urban populations as presented



TABLE T*

IARY OF STUDIES OF THE AMOUNT OF ETHNIC

INTERMARRIAGE IN GENERAL

Intermarriage Rate

New Haven, Conn.

New York City
~ Woonsocket, R, I.
Derby, Conn.

g in Haven, Comn.

Period Per 100 Marriages
1870 8.80
1900 2l.07
1908-1912 14.00
1926 21.20
1929-1930 30.85
1935 3L.20
1940 25.94

ew Haven, Conn, 1940 36.36
1943 31.75

et
larried at a low rate.
oy S

f ih New Haven population, Kennedy reported that the
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e within each of these two major groups was studied,
was found to be considerably higher.
iead, who studied the New Haven population in 198, concluded
iy within a religious group has been a very potent factor in
the mate selection process in both the parental and the pres-
n, but it was stronger a generation ago than it is now."3
thnic marriage rate among 271 Catholics was 151 to 120 inter-
5. The intraethnic marriage rate among 61 Protestants
" ) interethnic marriages. Among the 66 Jewish couples no inter-
took place. These data seem to support Kennedy's ®Triple
M theory that interethnic marriages teke place frequently,
marriages take place within the same religious group. As
ized, "Kennedy's and our data show that we are going
boiling merrily side by side with little fusion between
te period."l This means that Catholics, Protestants,
intermarry with different nationalities, but they
to marry within their own religious groups.

pomenon of amalgamation in the broadest way, namely,
ng persons of different generations (ref
"parentage group"), the first striking fact that
‘almost three-fourths of the intermarriages, both
ng women take place between persons of the same
s, the first generation tgnd- to intermarry
second with the second "



d in his study of the Derby population that "in-

of the people of various foreign and ‘imerican Gommuni-
ng Derby, demonstrates that generally in our time it is in
'. immarry racially, religiously, and ethnically,"® Less than
thn- Derby population intermarried during the period 1929-
little more than one-fourth of the population intermarried in
£

:‘Hu studies of rural populations, that of Brunner deserved

s on. Brunner studied Lk,6L3 marriage-license epplica-

16 states of New York, Wisconsin, and Nebraska for the period

Five ethnic groups were studied in terms of intermerriage i

was found that the Anglo-Saxons ranked first in Nebraska and i
i Sl

Scandinavians ranking first in New York. Germans were :

ca and Wisconsin and third in New York. The differences

of "Teutons" and Scandinavians were very small. "Latins"

lo-Saxons in Nebraska end New York, and the Scandinav-

intermarriage rates were less than fifty per cent.?
's study of Woonsocket, Rhode Is1and, 20 Drachsler's

cit., p. 32k,

made up overwhelmingly of Poles in New York and
the west.
grant Farmers and Their Children 1920.
Company, 1927, p. 05.
Rates of Intermarri: among Different
lugenical News, 15 (1930), pp. 105-107.
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or Gity,n Brunner found 2 tendency for intermarriages
‘with the second end third generations of foreign stock,12
} study of nationality groups in a rural area of Minnesota
y) in 1943 indicated a genersl rate of intermarriage of
0 marriages. A closer analysis of intermarriage rates
ot ;,‘ a considerably higher intermarriage incidence within certain
wn in the following data:

Percent 13
Of Intermarriage

Within Groups
t (Germans, Swedes, Finns) 71.9
largest (French I.rish Polish) 57.9
lest (English, Dutch Norweglan, and
Bohemian 50.5

e

!s study of intermarriage in New York State (exclusive of
'“i;m of the best sources of intermarriage statistics for
’l‘bhninvg'oups. He divided the foreign-born population

'ml for comparative purposes. It was found that the

’u toroi@-bom by grooms of Group A (natives of Great
, the lcmdinaﬂa.n countries, Germany, and Canada)

in a Rural
Yoy g e
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3 to 197. "Because of the decrease in the volume of
e supply of foreign-born brides and grooms was corres-
d. Therefore, the foreign-born, in increasing numbers,
to turn their eyes and hearts to native-born,"il
 the period 1927-1929 DePorte reported that:
I oreign-born men, the larger proportion of marriages was
foreign-born women, followed in numerical order by marriages
native-born of foreign parentage, native parentage, mixed
ige. fmong foreign-born women, the nativity of their
was in the following order: foreign-born, native-born of
» parentage, foreign parentage, mixed parentage. The ma-
of the native-born brides of foreign-born men were of
parentage, while the numerically largest class of nﬁive-
grooms of foreign-born women were of native perentage.

I's study, another excellent source for comparing inter-

of DePorte. Bossard also divided the foreign=born
ups A and B similar to those of DePorte. He found

ng of natives of northwestern European countries

o the old native stock much more than did the more

ries of southern and central European countries.

in New York State in 1936, 37.8% were

in the State of New York with Special
‘Humen Biology, 3:361, September, 1931.

ﬁ., p. 79k,
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"In 1941, the tendency towerd intermarriage
ereble increase, with two-thirds of all foreign-born
grooms of native birth and three-fourths of foreign-
wrying native brides. n18

t to which the incidence of ethnic intermarriage varies

ethnically. In regard to the extent of intermarrisge accord-
ion, Wessel reported that of those marrying in the United

1% of all first generation individuals have intermarried,

' all second generation individuals have intermmied
I’L'l individuals of native birth of native parentage as
as those who had one native born Earent and one
gn-born parent have intermarried.

l
4
i

d that "individuals from foreign language groups who

n the first .«ﬂ-rn’hion favor another foreign language group

h speaking group. Study of foreign-born parents

 British and Irish ranked first in outside marriages,

_cent respectively, while French Canadians intermerried
Slavs, 7.2; Italians, 7.l; and Jews, 1.85."20

study of Swedes in Kansas indicated that "in

colony intermarriage by Swedes was uncommon, but

v practiced by the newer generation of Swedes....

P 106.
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X
4 "In 1941, the tendency toward intermarriage

‘marriages.
2ble increase, with two-thirds of all foreign-born
ing grooms of native birth end three-fourths of foreign-

marrying native brides 18

ent to which the incidence of ethnic intermarriage varies

| ebthnically, In regard to the extent of intermarriage accord-

ion, Wessel reported that of those marrying in the United

all first generation individuals have intermarried,

all second generation individuals have intermarried,

all individuals of native birth of native parentage as

as those who had one native born parent and one
gn-born parent have intermarried,l?

d that "individuals from foreign language groups who
1e first piurltion favor another foreign language group
ish speaking group. Study of foreign-born parents

6 1 ‘British and Irish ranked first in outside marriages,
ent respectively, while French Canadians intermarried
Slavs, 7.2; Ttalians, 7.1; and Jews, 1.8%.42°
study of Swedes in Kensas indicated that "in

no}m intermarriage by Swedes was uncommon, but

.., p. 106,

r praéticed by the newer generation of Swedes....




18

of Sweden among these people is rapidly disappear-
has already almost disappeared. Intermarriage with

is rapidly making the third generation of mixed

s provided by Truxal and Merrill give an idea of the ex-
T arriage bhetween native-born and foreign-born which might
e in the future. They reported that:
, the foreign-born numbered 1L.5 per cent of the popu-
bg‘ 19&, this percentage has declined to 12.7; in 1940,
h to 9.7. Barring any large-scale immigration,

nal Resources Planning Board estimates the number
less than 5% in 1960 and only 1% by 1980, The virtusl
of immigration for almost two decades had obviously
this source of new population, especially those in the
1 age group. The foreign-born population is an ag-

, rapidly becoming grandparents and watching their
n become assimilated into American culture,22
terms of the research data presented for urban and
"»l., the following general conclusions were drawn:
than intermarriage, is still in the mores of popula-
In general, however, the rate of intermarriage
rriage incidence tends to increase with the second

. It also tends to vary with ethnic groups in differ-
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t - Studies Dealing with Sociological Factors

Related to Intermarriage Incidence
ogical concept of multiple causation is useful in explain-
of intermarriage incidence. No one cause consistently
rriage. Causes affecting intermarrisge always are a re-
fﬂ‘mticn of factors which are closely interrelated and
g Hence, studies of factors directly or indirectly related
, ’ age were analyzed in terms of the following: (a) sex ratio,
size, (c) ethnic background, (d) length of residence and

S ™ s
r, (e) religious background, (f) economic background, and

It is commonly believed that a disproportional sex

ethnic group inevitably leads to intermarriage. Evidence
‘of and against this theory is available, however, Support
ry was provided by Barron and Rosenquist. Barron found that

immigrent groups in Derby with a preponderance of

who revealed that women outnumbered the men in
ried more Irsquonﬂy.as

. w“ . st, hanges
of Texas," Sociology and Social
» VoI, XVI, p, 223, g
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h indicate that a disproportionszl sex ratio alone does
age were made by Drachsler, Silcox and Fisher,

r reported that:

e

the factor of sex ration alone determined intermarriage,

the group would have no occasion to intermarry at all,
first generation of Austrian Poles, Slovaks, Irish,

, Finns, French, Norwegians, and Swedes has had a pre-

- of marriageable men over women, the proportion of

by women in those groups was higher.

r have shown that despite the fact that in Canada, exclud-
ﬁ“ period 1921-1930, there were more Catholic males than
Catholic women intermarried than Catholic men.27 Barron

a sex ratio in a group predominantly male or female does

d to the excessively numerous sex intermarrying more fre-

other sex. He found this to be the case in a British
& .

Briefly stated, the theory of numerical size is
groups must of necessity intermarry. This inter-

incidence was expressed by Anderson, Nelson,

cit., pp. 111-112,
L Fisher, Catholics, Jews, and Protestants,
rs, 1934, p. 2L9. ; x:
251,
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‘s” y Nelson reported intermarriage rates were higher where
5, and Finns were ninorities.’l Adams mainteined that:

in a community of as great homogeneity as can be found,
X re divided into three alphsbetic groups, one with
ent of the population, one with thirty, and one with
per cent, one would find that the rates of in-group marriage
vary d.ix'octly with the size of the group. Assuming that
lphabetical grouping involved no preference factor and that
groups were normal in their age-sex ratios and other-
would expect that, in the 60 per cent group about sixty
of the men would marry women of their own group simply
60 per cent of all the women would be of that group, etc.

> on the other hand, reported that Jews, relatively small in

in Derby and elsewhere, would be expected to intermarry at

. He reported:

they have one of the lowest intermarriage rates of all
due to the overwhelming influence upon themselves and

of -lng other factors, mostly cultural, which inhibit

." 3

1 inverse correlation existed between intermarriage

and size of group, both ethnic and religious, and a

on with respect to breadth of selection and size.
s ranked among the groups lowest in intermarriage
iest in breadth of selection. Conversely, the
ranked among the groups highest in intermarriage
in selection,3l

WIntermarriage in Los Angeles, 192l;-33,"
ology, March, 1942, Vol. XLVII, p. 698.
age Among Nationality Groups in a Rural

E&E Journal of Sociology, March, 1943,

'EE.L p. 27k, citing Romanzo Adams.
New York: The Macmillan Company 37,
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interpretation goes beyond the mere consideration of
~l‘o claimed thats

pu on Ln the bigger city, then a fortiori, it will
the smaller place. All that is known of cmmmnity life
centers and in rural districts tends to confirm this
The more intimate contact with the much smaller native

n, the heightened ecomomic ability to marry, due to a
competition in earning a living, the lack of stimuli
‘group consciousness (such as a large massing of the foreign
, the presence of intensely nationzlistic leaders, the exis-
It'lo-nmll institutions such as the press, the theatre
wﬂ. social welfare agencies meeting the needs of the :|.m-
 apart from the general community) all these strongly
l'ggh an opinion, until evidence is presented to the

One of the major conclusions drawn from studies
‘t‘d. was that there is a great tendency toward intra-

It was found that intré—nationslity marriages

l,y elurlctcr:lltic of earlier generations.

r, 0p. cit., pp. 273-27L.
"ationality and Nativity Factors in Hax-r:l.ags,
lcv:hw, n (Doc., 1939), p. 796.
State of New York, with Special
51016 5 Vol IIT; 1931, p. 389.
ntorl in thl Selection of
Sociological Review, Oct., 1950, Vol. 15,
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 study of 70,000 New Yorkers indicated:

tendency for the native-born whites of native-born

| to marry among themselves. The percentages were 72.7

L for men and women, respectively....The native-born of
pmntlge tend to marry among themselves with percent-
50.L and 49.0....About one third of foreign-born men and
half of
ty class.

oreign-born women, married within their own

A‘pointodvout that even in cases of the ethnically inter-

and Fisher emphasized that in intermarriage a common language
- . Frequently intermarriage does not occur among ethnic

d from potential marital selections due to their inability

common language .hz

hasized that the rate of immarriage depends upon the
which promote ethnic solidarity and integration.

to strengthen immigrent community life (are):
assing of immigrant population.

intensely nationalistic leaders, aided by criaes
of either the group in Amsricn or of the

 in the home-land
qt mmerous types of oamunnl organizations minister-
economic, educational and moral needs of the im-

muﬁ.bn with communal enterprises.

n, through systematic uducation, of the cultural
ilu pwp to the growing youth.

by the thinkers o.t the grauﬁ to formulate
justment to American life.
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50.4 and 49.0....About one third of foreign-born men and
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ty class.

pointed out that even in cases of the ethnically inter-
‘nationalities of northern and western Europe on the one hand,
_and eastern European on the other, selected mates whose

x ~countries of origin or descent were located in the same area
own Lt

. Frequently intermarriage does not occur among ethnic

from potential marital selections due to their inability
g L2

n language.
hasized that the rate of immarriage depends upon the

_‘hioh promote ethnic solidsrity and integration.

to strengthen immigrent community life (are):
massing of immigrant population,

intensely nationalistic leaders, aided by criaes
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ition with communal enterprises.

, through systematic education, of the cultural

group to the growing youth.

ts by the thinkers of the pmz to formulate
tment to American life 3




As Hollingshiead pointed out, religion and ethnicity ere not easily
isolatable, and as a result, tlie reeson for tine lack of intermarriace

often accredited to the religious factors may oe due to ethnic factors,

(Religious background will be discussed on pages 25-28.)

Length and propinguity of residence, Draciuisler reportied thet the

frequency of mixed marrisres increased in direct proporiion withi the
length of the stay in the United States. The longer the pariod of one's
residence in this country, the longer the period for tlie process of
assimilation.LB

Barron claimed that:

211 other factors being equal, the longer a group's residence

and the older its nativity in the United States, the greater

is its incidence of intermarriage. Conversely, the shorter

its period of residence and the youngef its nativity, the

lesser is its intermarriasge incidence,

Pihlblaed noted that intermarriege was uncommon by Swedes in the
early deys of the colony, but tliat the new generstion practices inter-
merriase quite frequently.h7

Barron found theat:

In 1929-1930 in 26.5 per cent of the ethnic inmarriazes in DerLy,
the premaritsl residences of both groom end bride were in Derby.h

In 1940 in 25.9 per cent of the ethnic inmarrﬁages both groom
and bride had premarital residences in Derby. J

PR

LL. hugust B. Hollingshead, op. cit., p. 62l
LS. Drachsler, op. cit., pp ~130-131.
16, Barron, _2 cit., p. 279.
L7, Plhlolad op. cit., p. 3.
&. Barron, _g cit., p 265,

L9, Inid., p. 2C7.



Davie and Keeves reported that elmost two thirds of all Lew iisven

residents getting married in that city in 1931 lived within twenty

50

blocks of each other.

Other studies by BossardSl and Koller'52 of populations in Philadelplia

and Columbus, Ohio, have shown quite conclusively tliat the propinguity
factor was important in selection of marriaze mates.
Jolinson wrote thats

We are beginning to discovsr that nationslities grouped them-
selves geographically in the initial jyears of settlement to s
much greater degree than hes been commonly recognized,.,.Such
geographic concentration tends to reinforce cultural isolation
and facilitates tie preservation of culturel diversities. 1In
such rural arees it is quite likely that the essimilative
process would ove less active in en urban area, oven whsre com-
parable etimo-geograpiiic concentration occurs -3

Religious backsround. As has peen pointed out earlier, it is diffi-

cult to discﬁss how ethnicity is related to the selection of a marriage
mate apart from religion, because ethnicity and religion often are so
closely related. In studies of the New Haven population during the period
1670-1940 by Kennedy and during 1948 by lollingsuiead, both reported that
ethnicity within a religious group has been a very important factor in

~

influencing mate selection in both the parental and present generations,

50. Maurice R, Davie and Ruby Jo Heeves, "Propinquity of Residence Before
Harriage ," fmericen Journel of Sociolory, LL:S1l, January, 1939.

51, James H. S. Bossard, "hesidential Propinquity as a Factor in karriage
Selection," Emerican Journsl of Sociology, 35:219, September, 1932,

52, Marvin R. Koller, "nesidentisl Propinguit; of White Mates at Marriage
in kelation to fge and Occupation of Mates, Colwabus, Ohio, 1936 and
19L5," fmerican Sociological Revi=w, 13: #5, October 1936, p. 6lL.

53. Hildegarde Binder Johnson, "Distribution of the German Fioneer Popu-
lation in Minnesota," Rural Sociology, VI, wo. 1 (march, 19L1),
pp. 16-3L,




but stronger a8 generation agzo than it is now. Kennzdy concluued thet
"yihiile strict endogamy is loosening, religious endogamy is persisting
and the future cleavages will oe along religious lines rstlier then
along nationelity lines as in the past."Sb 4 similar conclusion was re-
ported oy Holln'_ngs‘m;ad.5’S

On the other‘hand, Thomas questioned thie "triple meltinpg-pot" theory.
From his study of the population of the State of Connecticut, he con-
cluded that intermarriage by Catholics occurr:zd much more fregquently then
reportzd by Kennedy and dollincshead. fHe reportec that tie iiew haven
population was very atypical of the population of Connecticut.56

With reference to the population of Kew York City in 1920, Dracusler
concluded that ethinic intermarriages largcly were ci.anneled by religious
barriers, This was perticularly true of marriages oy nationalities of
southern and centrel Europezn countries on the one hend, and northern end
northwestern nationzlities of EBurope on the other.sy

Barron's study of Derby, Connecticut, welson's of Wright County,
fiinnesota, and Brunner's of rural populations of New York, wmebraska, and
Wisconsin reported a high rate of ethnic endogamy wes attributed in part
of the association of nationality and relizicn in single nationslity

churches.5c

Sh. Kennedy, op. cit., p. 232.

55. dollingshead, op. cit., p. 62i.

56, John L, Thomas, "The Factor of Religion in the Selection of harriage
liates ," American Sociological keview, 16:4t8, hugust, 1951,

57. Julius Dracusler, op. cit., pp. 157-156.

58. Milton L, Barron, op. cit., pp. 302-303, citing Lowry Lelson, "Inter-
marriace among Nationality Groups in a Rural frea of kinnesota,"
American Journal of Sociolcgy, inarch, 1943, Vol, XLVIIL, p. 590,
Edmund de S, Brunner, Immigrant Farmers and Their Children, new York:
Doubledey Doran and Co., 192y, pp. 03-cl.
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A common faith was reported as a factor facilitating intermarrizge

between Spanish and Portuguese in Hewaii by /dems, between Irish and
Itelians in Boston and kew York by liarino, oetween Irish and French

Canadians in Woonsocket, Khode Island, by Wessel, and betwesen various
59

ethnic groups in Burlington by kinderson. Barron reported that:

In 31.75% of the total numoer of intermarriaces in Dercy in

1929-30 and 19L0 wiich were at the same time religious in-

marriages and in which both mates had premarital resicences

in the community, the groom and bride attenued the same

cimurch , %0
Silcox and Fisher found that in horthern cities where tie majority of
Catholics differ from Protestants in ethnic stock, decres of education,
and economic status as well as religion, there is comparatively grester

. aps . C . . . ol

difficulty involved in intermarriage between the two major groups.

Landis! study of parent marriages of students enrolled at liichigen
State College revealed that among 305 mixed marriages 113 had tried to
solve conflict by accepting the other's relizion. There were 56
Protestants who changed to Catholic, and 57 Catholics who changed to

Protestant. Children followe:i the religion of tue faith adopted by the

couple in ninty-five per cent of the cases, Landis also reported thet

59. kilton L, Barron, op. cit., p. 305, citing Komenzo /dams, Interracisl
liarriage in Hawaii, New York: The macmillan Co., 1937, p. 1lo, dJdohn
H, Mariano, Tue Italian Contribution to fmerican Democracy, Boston:
The Christopler Publishing liouse, 121, p. 27, Sessie Bloom Wessel,
An Ethnic Survey of Woonsocket, R, I,, Chicazo: The University of
Ci.icego Press, 1931, p. 149, and &lin /nderson, We imericans, £ Study
of Cleavaze in sn fmerican City, Camoridge: ilarverc Lniversity rress,
1930, pp. 200-201,

&, Hilton L. Barron, op. cit., p. 302,

61. Claris £, Silcox and Galen M, Fisher, Catholics, Jews and Protestants,
l.ew York: Harper and Brothers, 193L, pp. 35-35.
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imothers assumed the major responsibility for providing religious iraining
. . . . €2

of children in mixed marriazes.

N .. 03 6l : U N .

Both Landis ~ and Schnepp = founo that cuhildren of mixed marrieges

tended to marry those outside their rszlirious group more often than did

children of in-group marriages,

Studies of attitudes toward mixea marriazcs of religion were made

o e
65 and Baber.éo Both found thet the attitudzss of Catholic ana

by Landis
Protestant young people toward mixed marriages ssemed increasingly
tolerant. Parents were reported to be more conscrvative in their atii-
tudes. Lendis found that Protestants were more tolerant of mixed re-

ligious marriages than were Catholics. Baber made no distinction ovetween

the three major religious faiths on this issue.

Economic backeround. From his study of 10,t35 intermarrieges,

Draclisler concluded that:

...more than two-thirds of the intermarriagzcs among men snd over
0% among women take place in the higher economic classes. The
largest number of intermsrriages are thosz beltween persons who
are neither on the lower nor the higher culture level, but on

the middle or mediocre culture plene. Thus, three-fourtlis of the
men who intermarry ars found in the occupstion groups correspond-
ing to the middle level, namely, in commerce and trade, in manu-
facturing and mechanicel pursuils and in personal and domestic
service, while only about 103 are professional men and avout 12%

62. Judson T, Landis and lary G, Landis, Building a Successful lkarriagc,
liew York: Prentice-lall, Inc,, 19L8, pp. 1LL=-45.

63. Ioid., p. 138.

oL, Gerald J. Schnepp, "Three liixed Merriage Questions inswered "
Catholic World, 156, (Nov., 19L2), p. 205,

65. Judson T, Lendis and Mary G. Lendis, op. cit., p. 138.

665.

Ray E. Baber, Marriave and the Family, kew York: NcGraw-i{ill Book
Company, Inc., 1939, pp. 10L5-53.
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mothers assumed the major responsivility for providing religious training
7

Vo . e . 62
of children in mixed marriazes.

63

i

_ .. o) . . . .
Both Landis = and Schnepp = founo that children of mixed marriezes
iendec to marry those outside their relicious group more often than oid

children of in=-group marriages,

Studies of attitudes toward mixea marriazcs of religion were made

i
.. 65 . 66 .
by Lanais ™~ and Baber, Both found thet the attitudcs of Catholic and
Protestant young people toward mixed marriages seemed incressingly
tolerant. Parents were reported to be more conscrvative in their atti-
tudes. Lendis found that Protestants were more tolerant of mixed re-
ligious marriages than were Catiolics. Baber made no distinction vetween

the three major religious faiths on this issue.

Economic backeround. From his study of 10,635 intermarrieges,

Draclisler concluded that:

...more than two-thirds of the intermarriages among men and over
0% eamong women take place in the higher economic classes. The
largest numoer of intermarrisges are thosz between persons wi

are neither on thie lower nor the higher culture level, but on

thie middle or mediocre culture plane. Thus, thiree-fourths of the
men who intermarry are found in the occupation groups correspond-
ing to the middle level, namely, in commerce and trede, in manu-
facturing and mechanical pursuits and in personal and domestic
service, while only about 10% sre professional men and avout 12%

—

2. Judson T. Landis and Hary G. Landis, Building a Successful iarriasce,
lew York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1948, pp. 1lLL-U5.

€3. Ioid., p. 138.

6L, Gerald J. Schinepp, "Three liixed Merriage Questions fnswered "
Catholic World, 156, (Nov., 1942), p. 205.

65, Judson T. Lendis and Mary G. Lendis, op. cit., p. 138.

6. Ray E. Baber, lkiarrizye and the Family, Liew York: lcGraw-iill Book
Company, Inc., 1939, po. 1L9-53,
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inothers assumed the major responsibility for providing religious iraining
of children in mixed marriasges.

: . 63 . 8l . . o :

Both Landis and Schnepp =~ founa thet clilldren of mixed marrizges
tendec to marry those outside their rzlirious group more often than did

children of in-group marrisges,.

Studies of attitudes toward mixea marriazes of religion were made

65 ang Baber.?® Both found that the attitudss of Catholic and
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Protestant young people toward mixed marrisges szemed incressingly
tolerant. Parents were reported to oe more conscrvative in their atti-
tudes, Lendis found that Protestants were more tolerant of mixed re-

ligious marriages than were Catiiolics. Baber made no distinction vetwecn

the three magjor religious faiths cn this issue.

Economic backeround. From his study of 10,t35 intermarrisges,

Draclisler concluded that:

...nore than two-thircds of the intermarriagcs among rien and over
60% among women take place in the higher economic classes. The
largest numoer of intermarriages sre thosz between persons who
are neither on the lower nor the higher culture level, but on

the middle or mediocre culture plane. Thus, three-fourthis of the
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—

62, Judson T. Landis and Mary G. Landis, Building a Successful inarriage,
liew York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 19LE, pp. 1LL-45.

63. Ioid., p. 138.

6h, Gerald J. Schinepp, "Three lMixed Marriage Questions fLnswered "
Catholic World, 156, (lov., 1942), p. 205.

65. Judson T, Lendis and Mary G. Lendis, op. cit., p. 138.

66. Ray E. Baber, Iiarriave end the Family, liew York: NcGraw-iill Book
Company, Inc., 1939, pp. 145-53.
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unskilleu workers. The same is true of the women wuno inter-
marry, almost 7% of them being found in the niddle occupe-
tion and culture groups.-

Barron classified each marrisgze participant according to the dets
on his or her marriage license in one of six socio=-economic groups.
athered by Barron““

Tacle II wiiich was constructed by the writer from dsta g

stowed quite conclusively that tlie econorniic factor wes decisive in the

process of mate selection.

Ti8Le IL

REL;TICHNSHIP 3ETWRIN CCCUP/TION/L CL..oo LMD [JLTE SELaCTICH
Ti: ETHNIC LJI'iJiLLuI}’GuS AMD INT e RATH GRS I DY,
1529=3C iNu 1LO

——
—

Classes  1929-30 Couples per 100 m, 1940 Couples per 100 m.
—fprert  Immarriaces Intermerriaces Inmrarriaczes Intermarriczces
Same class 38.9% 36.1% 38.2% 21.(%

One 32.6 35.7 35.3 Lo.5
Two 15.6 19.0 16.7 13.5
Three o.L 2.4 6.6 16.9
Four 3.2 L.b .98 2.1
Five 1.1 0.0 0.0 2.7

-

Silcox and Fisher who made extensive studies of rcligious inter-
"l &= rriage both in Canada and United Stetes claimed that the Cathiolic women
TF = nmore likely to clhioose the Protestant business man becsuse of his
= <=onomic status which generelly is superior vothy in Canada and United

= _ates to that of the Catholic. o9

/

Julius Drachsler, Democracy and /ssimilation, pp. 1L3-1LY.

(;;~_. Barron, op. cit., pp. 272-253.
= Clarls £, SllCOX and Gelen I, Fisher, op. cit., p. 255.

\/

,/) o
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Hollingshesd reported that:

...the anzlysis of 1,008 marrisges where husband, wife, and
their families were residents of lew Haven revealed that the
cless of residentiel ares in which a man's or a women's
ifamily honie is locsted hes a very markes influence on his or
lier merital opportunities. In 5&7 cof these 1,000 marrieages,
or 5&.2 per cent, both pertrers came from the same cless of
residential area. Wiien those thzt involved a partner from
an adjacent asres were added to the first groun the figure
was raised to £2.8 per cent of 8ll marriages,(©

Thomas &dvanced a tentetive hypothesis thet intermerriase rates
seenicd to be closely relatea to social cless of Cathiolics who intermarry.
1 . . . . .
Table III7 records percentages of mixed miarriares found in the perishes,

not the mixed marriage rate,

TisLb TIT

KEWTAL ArushS AND PunlilTAGES OF NMIXED kkhIAGLS

Percent of

rental kLrea Mixed Marriage
Lower ¢.5
Iiixed Lower and Middle 9.1
riiddle 12.0
Mixed iiddle and Upper 16.3
Upver 17.9
Suburban 19.3

These statistics indicated a rathier close relation vetween socioeconomic

Stetus and the intermsrriage rate,

——

10, hugust B. Hollingshead, "Cultursl Factors in Selection of KHarriace
Kates," fmerican Sociolozical keview, 15 (Cctober, 1950), p. 625.
71, Jorm L, Thomes, "Ihie Factor of keligion in the Selection of Harriage
Fates " imerican Sociological keview, 16. (dugust, 1951), p. Li90.
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Other factors, Dasta gathered by SchneppYé is edantec and presented

grapl:ically by the writer in Tauvle IV to show the relstionsuin vetween
xinds of education of Catholics end kinus of marria;es contracted in a

certain ezstern parish,

T48LE IV

MerwtIi GES CONTR/CTED BY CATHOLLCS EDUCATsD IN CinihOLLC SCiiCOLS
/WD PUBLIC SCHOOLS PLR 100 lu:tutI{.GES

Catholic Public School Harriaces
kEduceation Education Contracted
n 50 Catholic
29 39 Mixed %
7 11 Invalia

* lMarriages not recornized by the Catholic Cliurch.

Schnepn'!s conclusion was:

Cathiolic children educsated in public schools are more likely to
enter into mixed marriages than children educated in Catholic
schools since their relipgious educstion will not be so thorough
and they will have fewer scruples agzinst mixed marriages.
Furtler, since they are thrown more into contact with non-
Catholics, the chances are greater thet they will select a non-
Catholic mate in marriage.7§

7L

Ware!™ partly attributed Irish-Ttalian intermarrieges to parochial

School contact.

——

T2, Gerald J. Schnepp, "Three lixed guestions Andwered," Tlhe Catholic
World, CLVI (November, 19L2), pp. 205-206,

3. Toc. cit.

Tk, Hilton L. Barron, People Who Intermarry (Syracuse University Press,
1946) , p. 297, citing Ceroline F. Ware, Greenwich Village, 1920-1930,
p. 135.
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With reference to the factor of educaticn, Harvin!® investigated
500 Bryn Mawr alumnae in 1917 and found tihat nincty per cent hed married
college graduates.

Barron reported that "25 per cent of ethnically inmarried and 15.10
per cent of the ethnically intermerried in Derdby met their vrospective

. 1

mates in school,

Regarding thie recreation factor, Barron pointed out thet:

50 per cent of the ethnically immarried people in Derby and L5 .L5

per cent of the ethnicslly intermarried had met their future

mates at a recreastive event, often with the help of mutual sc-

quaintances, This was seen to be the most frequent form of meet-

ing one's future husband or wife, 7

Summary, Research dsta concerning sociological factors related to
intermarriaze incidence scemed to indicate tle following conclusionsg
10 one factor consistently leads to intermerriage. Intermarrisge is the
result of a number of factors which are interrelated and interacting.
Both sex ratio and numerical size factors are closely related to inter-
marriage incidence, but independently they do not inevitably lead to
intermarriage, Data of studies presented indicate a rather strong tendency
toward intresethnic marriages. Data seem to indicate rather conclusively
tiiat the degree of ethnic solidarity within a group is an important factor
in determining the extent of exogamy and endogamy which tzkes plece.

Ethnicity and religion, often closely related factors which cheracterize

——

5. Hilton L. Barron, loc. cit., citing Donald li, Marvin, "Occupational
Propinquity as a Factor in iierriage Selection," Publications of tie
fmerican Statistical fAssociation, 16 (Sept., 191C), p. 1L7.

16, Barron, op. cit., p. 270.

7. Ibid., p. 300.
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. . - . E . . b

With reference to the factor of educaticn, Harvin!® investigated
500 Bryn Mawr alumnae in 1917 and found that nincty per cent had married
college graduates.

Barron reported that "25 per cent of ethnically inmarried and 16.10
per cent of the ethnically intermarried in Derby met their vrospective

£

mates in school,

Regarding the recreation factor, Barron pointed out thet:

50 per cent of the ethnically irmarried people in Derby and L5.LS

per cent of the ethnically intermarried had met their future

mates at a recrestive event, often with the help of mutual sc-

quaintaences, This was seen to be the most frequent form of meet-

ing one's future husband or wife,

Summary., Research desta concerning sociological factors related to
intermarriage incicdence scemed to indicate tlie following conclusionst
Lo one factor ccnsistently leads to intermarriege. Intermarriege is the
result of a number of factors which are interrelated and interacting.
Both sex ratio and numerical size fasctors are closely related to inter-
marriage incidence, but independently they do not inevitavly lead to
intermarriage, Data of studies presented incdicate a rather strong tendency
toward intraethnic marriages. Data seem to indicste rather conclusively
tuat the degree of ethnic solidarity within a group is an important factor

g y P

in determining the extent of exogamy and endogamy which tskes place.

Ethnicity and religion, often closely related factors wiich cheracterize

———

5. Hilton L. Barron, loc. cit., citing Doneld M, liarvin, "Occupational
Propinquity as a Factor in Marrisge Selection," Publications of the
tmerican Statistical Association, 16 (Sept., 191L), p. 147.

¢, Barron, op. cit., p. 290.

7. Ibid., p. 300.
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a perticular group, were found to be importent determiner of inter-
marriage incidence. Interethnic marriage:s occurred more frequently
wiiere a common religicn was shared, The rate of intermarriaze was also
effected by other factors, A number of studies have shown that both
length and propinquity of residence were closely related to the rete of
intermarriage. The limited data concerning economic status as related

to intermarriage incidence scem to indicste a rather close correlation
between economic status and rete of intermarriace., The limited date con-
cerning parochial school training and contact within parochiel school
systems also seem to indicate that these factors are importent in promot-

ing intrereligious marriages.

Studies Dealing With Intermarriage Incidence imong
Certain Sweoish and Slovak Populations

To the knowledge of the writer no study was made of intermarriage
incicence in a community of which both Swedes and Slovaks were numerically
largest. In most stucies either one or both were numerically small.
From studies already presented78 the writer extracted data for Swedish
and Slovak populations for purposes of comparison with recard to their rates
of intermarriage.

Table V indicates a summary of studies of the rate of Swedish and

of Slovak intermarriage.

————

8. ¥ilton L. Barron, op. cit., pp. 1LE, 150,



COMP~RISON OF SLOVAK AND SWaDISH INT snlifbnIfGE KiTsS

TAsLe V

3L

hate of
Intermarriage

Luthor Locale Period Per 100 Marriaces
Drechisler (1) New York City 1906-1912 Slovzk : 21.98
Swedish:: 38.30

Barron (10)  Derby, Conn. 1929-30" Slovak : .00
2 Swedishs £E.t9

19L0 Slovak ¢ 100.00

Swedislis 0.00

kelson (8) Wright County, 19433 Swedish: 51.61

Minnesota

Wessel (1L)*  Woonsocket, 1926 Slavs® 3 .
Rhode Island Swedishs 32.77,

30.51

Kennedy (11) New Haven, 1670-19L0 Scan.® 1 57.35
Connecticut 1930 66 .27

1940 €1.54

No Slovak population was reported.

Slovaks had only two immarriages and no intermsrrisges,
Swedes had two inmarrisges and eight intermarrisges,
Slovaks had no immarriages and one intermarriage.
Swedes had neither an immarriege nor an intermsrriege.

4 Wessel's study which was not included in the originel table is

found in Wessel, op. cit., pp. 105-107.

® Only foreign-born psrents are included.

people other than just Slovak,

United States.

population was reported.

"Slavs" nere refers to

Scendinavian countries were studied as a single group.

Data refers to marrisges performed both aoroad and in the

Deta refers to merriages performed only in the United Ststes.

No Slovak
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Of all students who had made studies of porulations in widicn voth
Sweces and Slovaks were relatively lerge numerically, Drechisler and

Deforte reported most extensively concernirg their ratzss of intermerris.:

()

£ study of all marriagcs voth of Swedes ard Slovels in ilew York City in
1500-1912 indiceted that tle rete of intermarrisce per one hundred
merriages wes 30.30 for Sweces and 21.9( for Sloveks. 'len orly marriszes
by the first and second generations were consicerea the rate of inter-
marriage for Swedes wss 31.04 ana 14 .09 for Sloveks, Tie letlter stastistics
referrec to 552 marriases contracted Ly Swedes and 07 merris es con-
tracted by Slovaks. 4Among Slovaks, tiie per cent of increese in inter-
merria-e of the second generation over tie first was 324.0, imong Swedes,
tie per cent of increzse of the secona generation over the first genere-
tion wes 275.6.79
(0

Th.e following tsvle  shows the number of distinct nastionslities
with which Swedes and Sloveks intermarried. In comparison with fifty-seven
Other nationelities, Swedss were consistently eoove average in terms of
the numoer of distinct netionelities with which boti: men and women of the
first and second generctions iﬁtermarried. Wihile Slovek men of the first
erd s=cond generetions were slightl; below tle cverags in this res;2:t,
Slovak woren of both generations were well above the sversge. In brief,

Swedss exceeded Sloveks in terms of the number of distinct nationzlities

——

,Ei - Julius Drachisler, op. cit., p. 28k,
¢ Py

. Julius Drachisler, op. cit., (¥ifty-seven nationalitiss were listed
in the oririnal table. Only data regsrding Slovsaks &nd Swedes were
extracted for comparison here.)



Ti8Ls VI

MR OF SV LACT NeTIONALITIES WIV WHICH SLOV/KS Aiy Swuns

)T
INT wddintIeD DULING 1900-1912, b YOuK CITY

Numoer of Different Nunber of Different
hationslities Witn: lsationelities ¥With
Which Wlich
Netionality 1st.Gendi. 2nd.Gen i, lst.Gen.F. 2no.Gen F,
Intermarrying Intermarried Intermarried
Slovak 1 L 32 11
Swedish 19 12 30 13
kverage nunber of
netionalities with
whom 57 nationali-
ties intermerried: 12 6 . 12 o

with which they intermarried, except in tiie cese of first generetion
Slovak women who intermarried slightly more thien Swedishi women,

Ine wonien of botii ethnic groups intermarried with a greater number
of distinct nationelities than did men. The difference vetween the Slovak
Sexes was greater than that between Swedish sexes. Briefly, in proportion
to the total number of marriages contracted, it wes quite evident that,
Swedes intermarried with more distinct nationalities than ¢id Slovaks,
Swedes exceeded Slovaks particularly in the male catevory.

€1 i

Draclisler!s tabulated data = permitted a further comparison between

Swedes and Slovaks in terms of the number cf nationslities selscted in

————

‘L | Eleven nations were included in tie originel table. Only dsta re-
cerding Scandinavian countries and Huneary were extracted for purpose
of comparison.
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intermarriaze by persons of the second gensration (nstive vorn of
foreiyn parentege). In the tavle rs.aking forty-cigit differsnt nation-
alitizs in terms of their selection in intermerrisgze with different
nationalities, Swedish women renksd numier nine wiile Slovak (ilungary)
women ranked lowsr as number sixteen., Swedisli women were sclected by
men of twelve out of thirty-six different netionslities while Slovak
women were selected by men of eight out of thirt,-six nationalities.

On the other hand, a comparison of Swadish and Slovak men reveelec thst
Swedss ranked eight while Slovaks ranked eighteen. Sweadsnh men were
selected by women of thirteen out of twenty-nire nationalities wlile
Slovek men were selected oy women of six out of twenty-nine nationelities
The average selection by women of all nationalities wes ¢.4C and 0.0k by

men of all nationalities.b2

DePorte's tabulated data&3 of marrisges to foreign-born per 100
merriases to native-born permitted comperison of Swedes and Sloveks=--
altlough not as precisely as was desired by tihe writer, Denmark, iorway,
and Sweden (treated as a single group) slowed a much greater preference
for native-born than foreign-born ﬁhen compared witlh Hungary or Austria,
Wit numoer listed under "Hungerd" or "Austris" was actually Slovak was
0t given, A5 mentioned earlier (see pape ¢), what meaning should be

£iven to M"Austrien", "iungsriaz", "Slav", "Czech", and "Slovak" is not

———

{52 . Drachsler, op. cit., p. 76.

(3 7. v. DsForte, Muarriazes in the State of Mew York with Special
Zeference to Nativity," Human Biolormy, 3 (Sept., 1931) No. 3, p. 300,
(Eleven distinct nationalities were listed in the originsl table,
Only Scandinavian countries, Hungary, and kustris wers extracted for
purpose of comparison here.)







clzer beczuse immigrents from centrel turosz unon entoring this country
were not accuretely reportzd as to place of erigration, Levertielsss,
tiie writer compared Swede and Slovek in terms of "Scandinavian" enc

"Hungary-Austria" classificetions, assuming that some degree of relstion-

siiip was presznt.

TiBLs VII

M AGRS YO FUBTWN=50aN Purt 100 b iGaS 10 neTIVe=-80nu
BY COUNTKY OF BIT OF BrIbwS ALY GnCO:S:  STiTe OF
KW YOrK (EXCLUSIVE Or W YOK CIUY), 1919-1929%

Country

of Birth 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 192L 1925 1925 1927 1928 1929
Brides

Scendinavia 11h 124 1Lk 176 122 177 190 175 147 203 211

llungary 60t 25 Lol Lel 2462 L2l 218 245 139 126 16¢

iustria 550 319 L6& 222 203 250 200 222 12L 166 135
Groorms

Scendinevia 79 €5 63 79 <¢9 E&E 95 8 €3 71 98

Hungary 353 256 217 315 2L2 30L 1L 112 90 9L o

fustria 2L2 18l 250 177 1486 116 1ok 125 65 GéE 77

*See footnots €3,
During the period 1916-1718 Hungarian brides married a total of
1,12} foreign-born grooms, while fustrisn brides married 925 foreign-born
£rooms, During the same period Hunparian grooms married a total of 730
ﬁDJ?eign-born brides, and hustrian grooms marriea LEL foreign-vorn brides.
i>  dszta were available for the Scandinavian group during this period.

“qirﬁng the period 1919-1929 the total number of brides who married
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clear because Immigrents from centrel curop2 upon entering this country
wera not esccurately reportzd as to place of erigration., keverthelsss

s

the writer compared Swede and Slovsak in terms of "3Scancdinavian" anc

siiip wes present.

TrBLe VII

MARRTAGES 10 FORELGN=-3CRN Puit 100 hirnIiGhS TO niTIVe-BOaK
BY COUNTKY OF BIwld OF BrlbweS AND GnCOLS: SUiTe OF
kW YORK (EXCLUSIVZ OF NuW YORK CIFI), 1919-1929=

Country

of Birth 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 192L 1925 1925 1927 1928 1929
Scendinavia 114 124 1LkhL 176 122 177 190 175 147 203 211
Lungary 608 2¢5 LoLh Ll 282 Ll 218 2L5 139 126 1&¢
iustria 550 319 L6& 222 283 250 200 222 124 166 135

Groorms

Scendinavia 79 &5 &3 79 &9 &S 95 gE €3 71 9@
Tungary 353 25& 217 315 2L2 304 1LL 112 90 9L &b
kustria 2Lb2 184 250 177 148 116 1oL 125 66 &6 77

wSee footnotzs E3.

During the period 1916-1519Y iHungarian brides married a total of
1,12, foreign-vorn grooms, while fustrian brides married 925 foreign-born
£rooms, During the same period Hungarian grooms married a total of 730
L oreign-born brides, and Austrian grooms married Ll foreign-vorn brides.
{40 dsta were available for the Scandinavian group during this period.

IDUring the period 1919-1929 the total number of brides who married



foreign-born grooms was 1,7t3 for Scandinevian countri=s, 3,440 for
Hungary, and 2,979 for fustria. During the sare pcriod the total numver
of grooms who married foreign-ocrn brides was (9¢ for Scandinavien
countries, 2,219 for Hungary, and 1,597 for iustria, If it was assuned
that Sweces v}ere relisoly repressnted in the Scandinavian populsation and
hat Sloveks were feliably represented in the Hungery or fustria popu-
latien, it was safe to conclude that Slovaks intermerried with native
white much less frequently than did Swedes, that Slovai brides married
.foreign-born more fregquently than dia Slovak grooms, and tiiat Swedish
brides merried foreign-born more frequently than did Swedish grooms.
Barron reported that the total number of marriages in 1929-1930 by
Swedes was ten (two immarriazes and eight intermarriages) while Slovaks
lied only two marriages, both imnmerriages. In 19L0, Swedes had no
marriages while Slovaks had only one intermarriage. In Derby, Connecticut,

: &l

both Swedes and Slovaks were numerically smell.
Nelson's studygs of Swedes in Wright County, linnesota, revesled

that Swedes, one of the three largesi groups in the area, intermarrisd at

the rate of 51.61 per cent per 100 marriages. Males intermarrisd more

frequently than females, Table VIIL indicates the distribution of Swedish

marriages in Wright County in 1930, Nelson found the per cent of inter-

marriage within the group composed of Germans, Swedes, and Finns to be 71.9,

aS reported on page . No Slovaks were reported in Wright County.

———

&l Barron, op. cit., p. 1L8.
&5, Lowry Nelson, "Intermarriage among Nationality Groups in a Hural Ares
of liinnesota." American Journsl of Sociology, XLVIII (iarch, 19L3),

p. 589.




Lo

Ti5LE VIIL

DISYRIBUTION O MAR«IAGES BY SWiDisS IN WRIGHT COUNILY, 19307~

Ger, Swed, Finn Fr, Ir. Pol. Enr. Dut. ior. Boh.

Husbands 35 120 9 L 6 0 L 1 15 1

Wives 23 120 N 3 6 0 3 1 10 3

% . ‘s . . . . _ -
Ten netionalities were listed in the original taple (see footnote (5).
Only Swedish husbands and wives were extracted for purpose of com-
parison here,

L . . . )
" Total numper of marriaces was 195 and 173 for Swedish hustands and
wives, respectively.

In a comparison of five ethnic groups in rural sress of liew York,
Wisconsin, and Nebraska, Brunner found the rates of intermarriage wsre
highest for /nglo-Saxons and Scandinavians (with smell differences be-
tween them) and lowest for "Slavs", (The Slavic group was msde up over-

Whelningly of Poles in New York and of Czecho-Sloveks in the West.)

G :rmans end "Latins ranked between them, in that order.86

Brunner reported that:

The Slavic and Latin show least out-choice (intermarrizge); end
conversely, therefore, more in-choice. This is partly because
these groups belong to the new immigrstion and are not as well
edjusted to Lmerican rurel life as are the northern kuropeans
...Length of residence, then, is undoubtedly one of the factors
that explain the lowar proportion of out-choice among Slavic

and Latin groups.®

————
8\"/‘ N
&73 - Br‘unner, oD. Cit., po &50

. —x,
- Ibid., p. 8o,



L1

Wessel found the rate of intermarriaze reletivsly low for Swedes
in Woonsocket, Rkhode Island where thiey were numerically small, Their
rate of intermarriage was 30.51 per 100 marriages. £lso small in numoer,
the per cent of intermarriage among "Slavs" (foreign-born parents includ-
ed) wes 7.2, Wessel stated that Slavs prefer other Slavs when marrying
out,86 What number of Slavs were Slovak in this population was not given.
In Kennedy's study Swedes were observad as part of the larger
European culturel and geographical unit, the Scandinavians. Exceptionally
high rates of intermarriage were recorded: 57.35, 66.27, and §1.5L for
the periods 1870-19L0, 1930, and 19LO, respectively. Furthermore, the
intermarriage rate for Swedes, if trested s2parately, would have been
liigher, for undou’btedly many of them intermarried as Swedes but immarried

€9

&s Scandinavians.

Summary ., Research data concerning intermarriage incidence among
Certain Swedish and Slovak populations seemed to indicate the following
Conclusionst

The general rate of intermarriage is greater among Swedes than among
Slovaeks, The rate of intermarriage of the second generstion is grester

than that of the first generation among both Swedes and Slovaks. Swedes
inter‘marr‘y with more nationalities then do Slovaks, the difference between
Tlie men being rether great while that between the wemen wes of little or
O significance.
\

{C,Jg - Wessel, op. cit., p. 106.

- I{ennedy, op. Cit., P. 333.







Swedes marry native-born whites more frequently than do Slovaks.
Tne rate of intermarriage by Swedes is excentionally high is marriage
to other Scandinavian countries (Demmsrk and I\iorway) is counted. The
fact that Slovaks belonz to tne new immigration and thiat their period

of sssimilation in fmerica is comparatively shorter may be a factor in

explaining the difference in their rates of intermerriage.
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Reszarch dat

s Which ware already presented regarding the incidence
of intermarriage among various populations particularly urben, ware ob-

tained almost exclusively by compilation of data from secondary sources,
namely, official statistics of state and municipal goverrmznts and church

records. For the most pert, interpretations regarding tlie rstes of inter-
Irarriage were based on an analysis of documentary sources,

This study is a case study of Grassflat, a rural non-farm community
Data were gsthered by a participant ouserver

in centrzl Pennsylvania,
who employed both controlled and non-controlled research techniques.

Tiie central theme of the study involved an anslysis of the nature and ex-
tent of assimilation, especially as indicated by intermarriage incidence,
&mongz Sloveks and Swedes, who, in that order, constituted the two largest

ethnic groups in the community.
2 The

Data were gathered from both ficld and documentary sources.
For a discussion

Major portion of data was gathered from field sources,

of ti,e method of procedure and sources of data the content which follows

'S el assified into tires parts: (a) description of the participant

\
21° See Tgle IX on pege 69,
: I a discussion of field and documentary sources the reader is
€&rred to Pauline V. Young, Scientific Social Surveys and Reszarch,
19L9. Pp. 10-102,

"=

Ly . :
S York: Prentice-iall, Inc.
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observer, (b) the field sources which he utilized, and (c) the documen-

tary sources which were enalyzed,

Description of The Participant Observer

The writer's parents were Slovak emigrants from Presov, Czecho-

His father came to this country in 1891 and his mother in

slovakia.
Wot unlike many other Slovak and Swedish immiigrants who caie to

1693.

Grassflat, his father worked in the coal mines for a certain period before

it was possible to send sufficient savings for the family's transportation

The writer's father was among the first Slovaks to settle in

to America,

Grassflet,
The writer, last child in a family of five, was born in Grassflat,
Secondeary

where he received his elementery educestion in the public school.
education was obtained in e consolidated school, three miles from Grass-
flat, which slso served eight other communities within the surrounding

areas, These communities were composed of a number of distinct ethnic
Eroups; Swedes resided in four of them and Slovaks in three. From the

of six to sixteen the writer slso attended Slovak Catholic Catecliism

Schiool in Grassflat, where he was taught to read and write Slovak, and

WAS  =3ven a Cstholic educa‘r,ion.3
#fter graduation from State Teachers College, Lock haven, Pennsyl-

vani g fifty miles away he returned to Grassflat for three years. During

\
SlOVak Catholics attended Catechism School on Saturdays during the

3.
Puolie school period. During the swimer months of both elementary
=mngq secondary school years they attended Catechism School three days

P er yeex.






the first two years he was teaclhizr of social studies in junior high
scliool in a nearby community, tue students of widichi were largely Slovak
and Swedish,

Tie third year he wss teacher of social stucies in the

high school of the same community. There he taught voth Slovak and

Swedish students from Grassflat. During hLis long residzsnce in Grassflat,
thie writer became acGuainted with virtuslly all Slovzks and Swedes in
the community.

Throughout his high school and college years, the writer spent lis
summer vacations working with both Sloveks and Swedes in coal mines and

orickysrdas in and near Grassflat,

The writer married a woman of Pemnsylvania Dutch-Swedish descent who

was formerly of Lutlieran faith. She became Catholic before marriage.

The writer has thus had considereole first-hand experience with the

érea in which the study was made and with the problem involved,
Field Sources Utilized by the Writer

During the past ten year period of employment outsides the state of
Pennsylvania, the writer returned to live in the community during seven

Simniers, He had not lost contact with residents of the community for

any dlong period of time. Tue major portion of the data for the study,
however, was gathered in the summer of 1951, at which time the writer
N his family lived in the community. While in the community during

t
he S wnmers the writer and his family participated as full-fledged members

i -
% VA rtually s1l cormunity functions, both Slovsk and Swedish.
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The content of the invormation derived from field sources was
divided into seversl parts: (a) interviews witl: residents of the com-
munity, (b) tepe-recordings of group interviews with selected samples

of both Slovaks and Swedes, (c) survey of the community, (¢) correspond-
ence with selected residents in the commrunity, and (e) attitude question-

neire,
Barly in the summer when

Interviews with residents of the community.

this study was begun, the writer had 8 number of informsl interviews with

resident pastors, the justice-of-tle peace, officers of locel orgsnizations,
L

partencers of the local tavern end clubs, & brickysrd superintendent from

@ nearovy community, a former coal compary representative, the postmaster,
These interviews were especisally important for two reasons:

and friends,
first, they were instrumertsl in making it known to other residents thst

tlie Study was being made; second, they were importent sources from wiich
It should be emphesized that

initial dasta for the study were gathered.
8S a result of these key contacts a surprisingly large number of residents

took tie initiative in communicating with the writer and offering to essist

bim in whatever menner they could. £As one bartender remarked, "The old
Everyone wants to tell you &bout how

PEople won't give you any rest now.
the town got to be what it is today." During interviews with the persons

me s T o . . .
Nt3 oned above the writer had en opportunity to explain the purpose of

th . : .
< Study. Interviewees were informed trat the writer wus intercsted in

he community had orne public tevern and two semi-public clubs. Here-

.
=T ter the word "taverns" will be used to desiznate both the public

te,\rern and tle two cluts.
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writing a history of the cormunity, including weys in which the town

and the people in it have changed.
hey persons in the community were interviewed in thoir howmes, Other

interviews with residents were held in meny places under various con.i-

2 large number of subjects were interviewed st the locsl post-

tions,
office, the two general storess, the locsl motion picture theetre, and the

hpart from the churches, these are the main social

three local taverns.
The local teverns were particulerly

centers of both Slovaks and Swedes.
important to the writer as meating-places with the elderly and retired
residents of the community, both Slovaks and Swedes, who fregquently
dropped in for beer on their wsy to and from the postoffice or the general

stores, Most of the relstively few residents who did nct drink were inter-

viewed at the postoffice.
Interviews with resident pastors were especially important. ks a

result, tie keverend Michael Tutokie, pastcr of thie locel Slovek Catholic
Church, and the keverend rdward Lindgren, pastor of tiie local kebo and
mnanuel Lutheran Churclies, announcel to their parishioners on Suncay that
thie vmriter was in the process of preparing a history of the community,

that g census wes to be made, anc that the writer would be contacting
T®Sidents to assist him in making tle study possible, They expressed
thei desire that psrisliiocners cooperste in this project. Ailso &s 3
Pe€SUlt of interviews with these clergymen, tlhie writer obtained pertinent
lat s Concerning the history of local churches, religious organizations,
et m Arrisges which hed taken place in and outside the community among

+<dents and former residents. Both pastors also provided the writer
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with historical documentary sources pertsining to the churches of the
community.
A numper of interviews with the justice-of-the-peace were Lelpful

in obteining data concerning the goverrmentel structure of the community

&S well &s common problems referred to him by locel residents,
Officers of local organizations were contacted in order to learn

about the purpose, membership, and socisl functions of organizations
Particular emphasis was also given to their

which they represented,
observations of relations between Slovaks ard Swedes witnin these organi-

Key officers of all organizations in the community were inter-

zations.
(For a description of these organizations see pages 172-3,195,2¢3-L.)

viewed,
Ls was mentioned eerlier, local taverns were importent socisl centers;

th:erefore, bartenders were in a position to provide much velusble deta
concerning the patrons of the establishments in which they were employed.

They also furnished the writer with meny snecdotes concerning interethnic

Bartenders who worked during the day were generally free for

relations.
interviews during the midmorning and midafternoon hours when business was

nSlO*wv“ .
Thle brickysrd superintendent, who lived in a neerby community obub

frecill@ntly came to Grassflat, was especially helpful to the writer. He
SUPPlied the writer with informstion concerning Grassflat residents en-

PLloj-ed at the brickyard, ootained past census data for Grassflat, and
s
fCureq ; map of the community from the county seat. He continued to keep

the . . . . .
Writer informed about the changing economic conditions in Grassflat,
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Interviews with the local postimester were helpful in obtsining data
concerning membership in and functions of the local Boy Scout organiza-
tion, of which he wes scoutmaster. DBecsuse the postoffice was another
social center in the community, lhe wes sble to give tle writer important
data concerning interethnic relations &s he observed them,

The writer received historicsl aata concernine tie coel industries
in and near Grassflat from a representetive of tie Clearfield Bituminous
Coal Company.

From his many Slovek and Swedisih friends the writer obtained valu-
sble data concerning those subjects best acquainted with pasrticulesr

information and the changes which had tsken place in Grassflat during
the writer's absence. They also made many suggestions which feciliteted
the research in seversl aress of the study.

Probably two particular reasons accountad for the success which
this writer had in obtaining the cooperation of both key persons and
others who were among the first residents interviewed: first, topics of
& cComparatively intimate nature--such as one'!s personal attitude toward
Mmembers of ancther ethnic group, another religious group, or intermarriage--

Were not emphssized et the main problem of the study; second, becauvse the

“Fiter s a full-fledged member of the community rather than a stranger,
Sub jects did not feel inhibited in expressing themselves. During the

OUr'se of initisl interviews no obvious attempt was made to focus atten-~
Hon ©n the main j i i .em-
problem, but subjects frequently introduced it tlLem

se . . .
Ves . Ffor example, during the course of one informal interview at the
ple, g

los
T O FFice, one elderly Slovek Catholic said:
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Slovaks and Swedes get along much better then tney used to

back years (sic). I remember wien they used to fieght like

cats and does everytime they mct. Now some Slovaks marry

Swedes. It's okeay, just as long as they join our church,

like your wife, but not the other way around.
tnotler informent asked whether the writer intended to write &bout both
Slovaks and Swedes., When asked as to whether both srould be included,
the informant replied:

Oh, yes. because pretty soon they won't be Slovaks and

Swedes, They!ll ve Americens like everyone else. They're

both giving up their old ways and more marry one another

than before.

It is important to note thst during virtuslly 211 interviews tle
writer conversed witli notebook in hand. The subjscts expected their con-
tributions to be "jotted down"™, They seemed to be pleased when the
writer recorded their contributions in the notebook, This practice
sesmed to encourace them to spesk even more freely becsuse they felt
their opinions, attitudes, and other information was valusble. Several
of the elderly subjects spoke slowly and even psused now and then to make
Sure the writer had sufficient time to take notes. In several cases,
elderly subjects seid, "You better jot it down or you'll forget it",

Lfter meny of these exploratory interviews (referred to as "short
telks" by residents) with various residents of the community, the writer
ten probed into the problem of intermsrriasge more directly, Initial
ntervieys laid the foundation for a more thorough analysis of tle problem

of inte ; . . . . .
lntcr'marrlage in tape-recorded interviews which the writer conducted

With selecteqd samples of both Slovaks and Swedes.



Tape-recordings of group intervirws with selected persons amoncg

both Slovaks anc OSwedes, Obtsining subjects for tepe-recorded interviews

was a relatively simple task., Everyone seemed to be interested in "making
a record“.5 Recording one's voice wzs a rare opportunity anc e novelty
to those whiom the writer selectea for interviews, Lo doubt this was one
of tle strong motivating factors to severezl subjects interviewed,

k major portion of data from field sources was gethered through the
use of structured tape-recorded interviews with several samples of both

the Slovak and Swedish groups. &£ selected sample of three sonsrations

of both Slovaks and Swedes was interviewed. The first generation inter-

viewed (foreign-born immigrants) ccnsisted of four Swedes of Lutheran
feith, two maeles and two females, whose ages were 7L, €2, 75, anc 76,
respectively. The second semple of the first generation consisted of

Slovaks of thé Catholic fzith, two males end one female ,6

whose ages were
1T, 718, and 61, respectively. These Swedes and Slovaks were selected
because tley represented some of the earliest settlers in Grsssflat,

The yeers of their immigrstion ranged from 1665 to 1695. The Swedes lived
in West Clymer, the section generslly referred to by Sloveks as "the
Swedish side", The Sloveks lived in Dobrytown (Good town), the section

wilch wes almost exclusively Slovak, The same series of questions was

raised with both groups. Inajor topics of discussion were:

—

5.kt §1rst, it wes believed the writer was going to make disc recordings
of interviews,

©. Illness prevented one Slovak female from being present,
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History of the origin and development of Gressflat,

First impressions the ethnic groups hed of eacli other,

Reasons for settlement in Gressflat.

. Slovak=Swedisli reletions in the coal mines.

Eerly interetnnic conflicts,

Factors in etinic solidarity of Slovaks and of owedes,

Facters in etlinic assimilation,

Personal attitudes toward intermarriage of Slovaks and Swedes,

.
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These grours of Swedes enc Sloveaks were interviewsd on successive
days, in that order, The Swedish sample wes interviewed at the home of
the writer'!s parents-in-law who are of Pennsylvania Dutch ana Swedish
descent and of the Lutheran faith, The Slovek sample was interviewed
at the home of the writer's parents who are Slovak anc of the Catholic
faith, It is important to note that the writer was invited to thie homes
of Swedish participants several times after tie recorded interviews., Is
3 result the writer had his first experience at a Swedish home coffee
social, Such invitations are, to say tue least, rarely extended to Slovaks.

The Slovsk language was used in tlie interview with the Slovak semple.
Two of the three participants were unaple to speak English.

The seconc genersztion (native born of foreign-born perentage) con-

sisted of samples of Swedish and Slovak married men.7 The first of these
o groups consisted of six Cathiolic Slovaks whose azes were L1, L1, L2,
b3, L6, and 56. The second group interviewed consisted of five Swedes,

tWo of whom were members of the Emanuel Lutheran Church, one a member of
the hebo Lutheran Church, one who belonged to the llebo Lutheran but "rarely

a-ttends," and one non-attendant but one-time member of the Emsnuel

————

7

-hen’Were Selected beceuse both Slovak and Swedish families are pre-
dominently patriarchal in their family structure. Tuis patriarchal
pattern is even more prevalent among Slovaks than Swedes,
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Swed=s marry native-born whites more frequently than do Slovaks.
The rate of intermarriage by Swedes is exceptionally high is marriage
to other Scandinavian countries (Demmsrk and Norway) is counted. The
fact that Slovaks belonz to the new immigration and that their period
of sssimilation in fmerica is comparatively shorter may be a factor in

explaining the difference in their retes of intermerriage.
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Malt0D OF PrOCEDUws [ND SCUCaS OF DAL

Reszarch date which ware already presented regaording thie incidence
of intermarriage among various populations periiculsrly urbzn, ware ob-
tained almost exclusively by compilation of deta from sscondary sources,
nanely, official statistics of state and municipal goverrmznts and church
records., For the most part, interpretations regarding tlie rstes of inter-
rarriage were based on an analysis of documentary sources.,

This study is a case study of Grassflat, a rural non-farm community
in centrel Pennsylvania, Data were gathiered by a participant ouscrver
Wio employed both controlled and non-controlled research tecinigues.

Tie central theme of the study involved an anslysis of the nature and ex-
tent of 8ssimilation, especially as indicated by intermarriage inciadence,

&ong Slovaks and Swedes, who, in that order, constituted the two largest

s
ethnic groups in the community.l

Deta were gathered from both ficld and documentary SOL\I‘C@S-2 The
mejor portion of data was gathered from field sources. For a discussion
of tle method of procedure and sources of data the content which follows

'S clessified into three parts: (a) descrintion of the participent

—————

L. See Table IX op page €9,

r(-)r a discussion of field and documentaery sources the reader is
¢ferred to Psuline V, Young, Scientific Social Surveys snd hescarch,

lew York: Prentice-iiall, Inc.” 19LY. Pp. 10-1C2,
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observer, (o) the field sources which he utilized, aad (c) tue documen-

tary sources which were analyzed.
Description of The Participant Coszrver

Tue writer's parents were Slovak emizrants from Presov, Cz=acho-
slovakia, His father came to this country in 1891 and his mother in
1093, Lot unlike many other Slovak and Swedish iLimigrants who came to
Grassflat, his father worked in the coal mines for a certain period before
it was possible to send sufficient savings for the family's transportation
to hnerica, The writer's father was among the first Slovaks to settle in
(rassflst,

The writer, last child in a family of five, was born in Grassflat,
Wiere he received his elementery educeztion in the public school., Secondery
education was obbveined in s consolidasted schiool, three miles from (rass-
flat, which also served eight other communities within the surrounding
areas, These communities were composed of & number of distinct ethnic
groups; Swedes resided in four of them and Slovaks in three, From the age
of 8ix to sixteen the writer also attended Slovak Catholic Cateclism
Sciiool in Grassflat, where he was taught to read and write Slovak, and
W3S given a Csthiolic education.3

hfter gradustion from State Teachers College, Lock Haven, Pennsyl-

vénla, fifty miles away he returned to Grassflat for three years., During

————

3. SlOV‘flk Catrolics attended Catechism School on Saturdays during the
bublic school period. During the swmmer months of both elementary

;ﬂd Secondary school years they attended Catechism School three days
€r Weex,






the first two years he was teacliesr of social studies in junior high
school in a nearvy community, tie studentis of wnich were largely Slovak
and Swedish, The third year he was teaclier of socisl stuaies in the

high school of the same community. There he taught both Slovak end
Swedish students from Grassflat., During his long residence in Grassflat,
the writer became acquainted with virtuelly all Sloveks and Swzdes in

the conmunity.

Throughout his high school and college years, the writer spent hLis
sumer vacations working with both Sloveks and Swedes in coal mines and
brickyards in and nesr Grassflat.

The writer married a woman of Pemnnsylvania Dutch-Swedish descent who
was formerly of Lutheran faith. She became Catholic before marriage.

The writer has thus had considereole first-hand experience with the

area in which the study was made and with the problem involved.
Field Sources Utilized by the Writer

During the past ten year period of employment outsidez tlie state of
Pennsylvania, the writer returned to live in the community during seven
SIw.ers. He had not lost contact with residents of the community for
&y long period of time. The mazjor portion of the data for the study,
however , was gathered in the summer of 1951, at which time the writer
and his family lived in the community. While in the community during

the sumers the writer and his family participated as full-fledged members

0 virtually a1l cormunity functions, both Slovek and Swedish.
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The content of the invormation derivsed from fielc sources was
divided into seversal parts: (s) interviews witl: residents of tle com-
munity, (b) tape-recordings of group interviews witii selected samples
of both Slovaks and Swedes, (c) survey of the community, (<) correspond-
ence with selected residents in the comrunity, and (e) attitude gquestion-

naire.

Interviews with residents of the community. Early in the summer when

this study wes begun, the writer had 8 number of informsl interviews with
resident pastors, the justice-of-tlie pesce, officers of locel organizations,
bartencers of the locsl tavern end clubs% e brickyard superintendent from

@ nearcy community, a former coal compary representstive, the postmaster,
and friends, These interviews were especislly important for two reasons:
first, they were instrumertel in making it known to other residsnts thet
tie study was being made; second, they were important sources from which
initial cata for the study were gathered. It should be emphesized that

s g result of these key contacts 8 surprisingly large number of residents
took thie initiative in communicating with the writer and offering to sssist
Iim in whatever menner they could. As one bartender remarked, "The old
People won't give you any rest now, Everyone wents to tell you about how
thie town got to be what it is today." During interviews with the persons
Mentioned above the writer had an opportunity to explain the purpose of

the study. Interviewees were informed trat the writer wes intercsted in

——

L. The community had one public tavern and two semi-public clubs, Here-
sfter the word "taverns" will be used to designate both the public
tavern and the two clubs.




~—
~)

iting a history of the community, including weys in which tihe town
and the people in it hsve changed,

Key persons in the community were interviewed in thceir homes, Other
interviews with residents were held in many places under various con-.i-
tiorns. 4 large number of subjects were interviewed at the local rost-
office, the two general stores, the local motion picture theatre, and the
thres local teverns. JApart from the churches, these ere the main social
centers of both Slovaks and Swedes. The local teverns were particularly
irportent to the writer es mesting-places with the elderly and retired
residents of the community, both Slovaks and Swedes, who frequently
dropped in for beer on their wsy to and from the postoffice or the genersl
stores, liost of the relstively few residents who did nct drink were inter-
viewed at thlie postoffice,

Interviews with resident pastors were especially important. £Ls a
result, the keverend Michsael Tutokie, pastcr of the local Slovak Catliolic
Church, and the keverend kdward Lindgren, vestor of the local Mebo and
mnanuel Lutheran Churches, armnounce! to their pearishioners on Suncay that
the writer was in the process of prepering a history of the community,
that a census wes to be made, and that the writer would be contacting
residents to assist him in making tlie study possible. They expressed
their desire thet parishicners cooperzte in this project. Ahlso &s a
Fesylt of interviews with these clergymen, the writer cobteined pertinent

dat concerning the history of local churches, religious organizations,
! marrisges which had taken place in and outside the community among

'® S 3jdents and former residents. Both pastors also provided the writer
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with historical documentary sources pertaining to the cliurches of the
cormunity,

A numper of interviews with the justice-of-tlie-peace were Lelpful

in obtaining data concerning the govermmentesl structure of the community
es well es common problems referred to him by locel residents.

Officers of local organizations were contacted in order to learn

avout the purpose, membership, and socisl functions of orcanizations
wiich they represented, Particular emphasis was also given to their
observations of relations between Slovaks ard Swedes witunin these organi-
zations. Key officers of all organizations in the community were inter-
viewed., (For a description of tliese organizations see pages li’,2-3,195,2c3—’u.)
£s was mentioned earlier, local taverns were importent social centers;
therefore, bartenders were in a position to provide much vezlusble deta
concerning the patrons of the establistments in which they were employed.
They also furnished the writer with meny sanecdotes concerning interethnic
relations. Bartenders who worked during tiie day were generally free for
interviews during the midmorning and midefternoon hours when business was
Mslow',

The brickyard superintendent, who lived in a nearby community but
frequently came to Grassflat, wss especially helpful to the writer. He
Supplied the writer with informstion concerning Grassflat residents em-
Ployed at the brickyard, obtained past census data for Gressflst, and
Se@cured a map of the community from the county secat. He continued to keep

thie writer informed about the changing economic conditions in Grassflat,
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Interviews with the local postmaster were helpful in obtasining data
concerning membership in and functions of the local Boy Scout organiza-
tion, of which he wes scoutmester., Because the postoffice wes another
social center in the community, he was able to give tle writer important
data concerning interethnic relations &s he observed them,

The writer received historicsal data concernine tlie cosl industries
in and near Grassflat from a representative of tlie Clearfield Bituminous
Coal Company.

From his many Slovek and Swedish friends the writer obtained valu-
eble data concerning those subjects best acquainted with particuler
information and the changes which had tsken place in Grasssflat during
the writer's absence. They also made many suggestions which fecilitated
the research in several areas of the study.

Provably two particular reasons accounted for the success which
this writer had in obtaining the cooperation of both key persons and
others who were among the first residents interviewed: first, topics of
a comparatively intimete nature--such as onel's perscnal attitude toward
members of another ethnic group, anothier religious group, or intermarriage--
Were not emphéesized at the main problem of the study; second, because the
Writer wes a full-fledged member of the community rather than a stranger,
Subjects did not feel inhibited in expressing themselves, During the

Course of initial interviews no obvious attempt was made to focus atten-
tion on the main problem, but subjects frequently introduced it them-
S@1ves, For example, during the course of one informal interview at the

PO stoffice, one elderly Slovak Catholic said:
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Slovaks and Swedes get along much better then they used to
back yeers (sic). I remember wuen they used to fight like
cats and dogs everytime they met. Now some Slovaks marry
Swedes. It's okey, just as long as they join our church,
like your wife, but not the other way around,

knotlier informant asked whether the writer intended to write about both

Sloveks and Swedes. When asked as to whether both siiould be included,

the informant replied:

Oh, yes. Dbecause pretty soon tihey won't be Slovaks and
Swedes. They!'ll ve fmericens like everyone else. They're
both giving up their old ways and more marry one another

than before.

It is importent to note that during virtually 211 interviews tle

writer conversed with notebook in hand. The subjects expected their con-

tributions to be "jotted down"™., They seemed to be pleased when the

writer recorded their contributions in the nctebook, This practice

seemed to encourace them to speek even more freely because they felt
their opinions, attitudes, and other information was valusble. Several

of the elcerly subjects spoke slowly and even pesused now and then to make

sure the writer had sufficient time to take notes. In several cases,

elderly subjects seid, "You better jot it down or you'll forget it",
Lfter many of these exploratory interviews (referred to as "short
telks" by residents) with various residents of the community, the writer
then probed into the problem of intermarriage more directly. Initial
Interviews laid the foundation for a more thorough analysis of the problem

°f intermarriage in tape-recorded interviews which the writer conducted

i +th selected samples of both Slovaks and Swedes.






Tape-recorcdings of group intervirws with selected persons among

both Sloval's and Swedes, Obtsining subjects for tape-recorded interviews

was a relatively simple task. Everyone seemed to be interested in "making
a record".5 Recording onel's voice wgs a rare oprortunity and 2 novelty
to those whom the writer selectea for interviews, Lo doubt this was one
of ti.e strong motivating factors to severel subjects interviewed.

L major portion of data from field sources wes getlered through the
use of structured tape-recorded interviews with severel samples of both

tue Slovak and Swedish groups. & selected sample of threz ~ensrations

of both Slovaks and Swedes was interviewed. The first generation inter-

viewed (foreign-born immigrants) ccnsisted of four Swedes of Lutheran
faith, two males and two females, whose ages were 7L, €2, 75, anc 7§,
respectively. The second sample of the first generation consisted of
Slovaks of the Catholic feith, two males end one fema.le,6 whose ages were
17, 78, and 81, respectively. These Swedes and Slovaks were selected
because tliey represented some of the earliest settlers in Grassflat.

The yeers of their immigretion ranged from 1665 to 1695. The Swedes lived
in West Clymer, the section generslly referred to by Sloveks as "the
Swedish side". The Slovaks lived in Dobrytovm (Qggg town), the section
Which wes almost exclusively Slovak, The same series of questions was

T'sised with both groups. pajor topics of discussion were:

e ———

50 it first, it wes believed the writer wss going to make disc recordings
of interviews,
© . Illness prevented one Slovak female from being present.
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History of the origin and development of Grassflat,

. First impressions the ethnic groups hsd of eacti other,

Reasons for settlement in Gressflat.

Slovek-Swedish relations in the coal mines.

Eerly interethnic conflicts.

Factors in ethnic solidarity of Slovaks and of owades,

Facters in ethnic assimilation,

Fersonel attitudes toward intermarriage of Slovaks and Swedes.

.
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These groups of Swedes anc Slovaks were interviewsd on successive
days, in that oraer. The Swedish sample wes interviewed at the home of
the writer'!s parents-in-law who are of Pennsylvania Dutch and Sw=dish
descent and of the Lutheran faith., The Slovsk sample was interviewed
at the home of thie writer's parents who are Slovsk and of the Catholic
faith, It is important to note that the writer was invited to tlie homes
of Swedish participants several times after the recorded interviews. Fts
a result the writer had his first exverience at a Swedish home coffee
social. Such invitations are, to say the least, rarely extended to Slovaks.

The Slovsk langusge was used in the interview with thie Slovak sample,
Two of the three participants were unable to spesk English.

The second generation (native born of foreign-born psrentage) con-

1

sisted of samples of Swedish and Slovak marriec men. The first of these

two groups consisted of six Cathiolic Slovaks whose agzes were L1, L1, L2,
L3, L6, and 56. The second group interviewed consisted of five Swedes,

two of whom were members of the Emanuel Lutheran Church, one a member of
the Lebo Lutheran Church, one who belonged to the Nebo Lutheran but "rarely

8T tends," and one non-attendant but one-time member of the Emsnuel

\

T . Hen were selected beceuse both Slovak and Swedish families are pre-
dominently patriarchal in their family structure. This patriarchal
pattern is even more prevalent among Slovaks than Swedes.
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Lutheren who married a Slovek Cathiolic bride, Their ages were 3¢, 37,
37, 53, and 60. The members of each group were selected because they
were fathers of children of or near marrisseable age and becauss they
lived in different sections of the community. Interviews with opoth
groups Were held in a private room of tihie Slovsk liell, a sociel center
for both Slovak and Swedish members of tiie Jednota Social Club.
Topics of discussion with each group includea thne followings:
1, Factors promoting ethnic solidsrity among Slovaks.
2, Factors promoting ethnic solidarity among Swedes,
3. Ethnic chianges among both Slovaks and Swedes,
L. Etknic differences between Slcvaks and Swedes.
5. Personal attituces towerc members of the other etlinic group,
Slovek or Swedish, as co-workers, neighbors, and friencs

6. Personel attitudss toward Slovek-Swedish intermarriace.

The third generation (native-born of native parents) consisted of

ooth boys and girls of or near marriageable age., The range in sclection
of participants from both Slovaks and Swedes wes limited.9 A number of

those within the desired age group were not aveileble at the time of tlie
study .

The first group consisted of four boys whose ages were 17, 1C, 1C,
and 19,10 Three were high school seniors; one was a college freshman,
£11 but one, who was a product of Slovek-Swedish intermarriage and
Catholic, were Swedish and Lutheran. The second group consisted of four

Zirls and one boy whose ages were 19, 19, 19, 20, end 1C, respectively.ll

€. One member who was expected to attend was not present.
S . The total number of bois and girls within this ace group was indeed
limited as shown by Teble IX on page 69, which gives a picture of
various age groups among residents of the cormunity.
. Two girls were asked to be present but reported "last minute en~a, ements M
Lil_' One boy who was expected to attenc wes not present,



Tiree girls were high school graduates, one wes a high schwol senior,

end the boy was a senicor., Jll members of this group wzre Slovek Catunolics,

Where numoers permitted a choice of suoject, thiose who lived in different

sections of the community were selected.

il
Tne first of these two groups interviewed, the Swedes, met at the

home of the writer's perents-in-law., Tlie sccond wes interviewed at the

nome of the writer's parents,

The major topics of discussion with both groups of thz third genera-
tion were:

1. Attitudes toward the community as a place in which to live.

2. Information concerning religious vackground,

3. Use of Slovak and Swecisnh lansuege among tine tliird generation
subjects.

L, Fersonzl attitudes towsrd rmembers of tlie other ethnic group.

5. Personal attitudes towerd deting of members of the other etimnic
group.

6. Personal attitudes toward intermarrispe of Slovslis and Swedes,

In addition to the series of six interviews with groups representinz
tiree generaticons of wvoth Slovaks and Swedes, two other interviews were
tare-recordec., The first interview wes with tlree Swedes, two of whom
were females aged 72 and 76, and a male agzed £3. This interview took
plsce at the home of the male psrticipant three miles outside the community
Studied., These subjects were selected because of their keen interest in
end knowledge of the history of Swedes in Grassflat. The male participant,

4 former resident of CGrassflat, wes one of its earliest settlers, The

Torizle subjects were residents of the community.

The lest tepe-recordea interview was with a Swecish male subject,

Lricigrriea, and 51 years of egse. The suvject was selected becsuse of

votil Sloveks and Swedes

L3 s unusually objective point of view concernins

=
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and his ability to recall various inci.ents from iiis own baclground of
flirst-lieand experience concerning tie naturz end extent of essimiletion
arong Slovaks and Swedes. This interview wes recorded st the hiome of

tle writer's parents-in-law, who were neigchoors of tlie subject,

Survey of the cormunity., £s was mentioned esrlicr, ths writer inter-

viewad voth local westors wi.o srnmounced to their parisiioncrs tuat e
stucy and census of the community was to ve mace., This, no coubt, was s
very importent factor which acccunteu to a great extent for the coopera-
tion residents of the community showed the writer, Upon reguest of the
Reverend inichael Tutokie apmroximately fifty Slovek Catecuism stucents
reneined in church following Sundey mess end volunteered to help the
writsr by distributing census forms (see "Census Sheet" in ippendix,

paze 371) to tueir own homes, neighbors, relatives, and friends. Each
form contained the surname of the faully undzr investigcztion. They dis-
trizuted and returned census forms of most Sloveks and a large nwiter of
The forms were filled out by adults, not by the studenis who
distriouted them, lieny forms were witliield so that the writer might have
the opportunity to contact certain feamilies with whom he wished to have
én interview, Distributing the census forms gava the writer an opportunity
to m2et many residents wiom he would not have wmet "up town,"12 particu=-
larly the oldest raesidents. 4 number of cansus forms from Slovaks ware

not returned proanptly because, ss students rcported, "the old folks can't

12, Tie commercisal center of the community wiiere are located the post-
office, the two general stores, tlie theatsr, and teverns,
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understend English.® The forms of these people were obtained after tie
writer contected them, explained the purpose of the study end the census,
and recorced the informetion remuested concerning the family.
Distribution of census forms served the additionsl function of in-
ferning non-church goers and absentee parishioners thel the stuay wes
beinzg made, It also helped the writer to contect resiaznts who were
neitner Slovsk nor Swedish, residents who were egually cooperative in the
study. £s a rssult of the contacts tlie writer made for the purposz of
ootaining census data, a swrprisingly lerge nuwiver of residents et a
1 =ter date took the initistive in visiting with Lim in oruer to give him

inforration which they recelled after tihe initial meeting and which

hey

Tliought wes "good for the study of our town."

Correspondance with selectsd residents in the commurity. Fertinont

d

&ta were obisinzd via correspondence witli a few key persons of the com-
Mmanity after the writer returned to Michigan. Corresponisnce was na2ces-
Sary to obtain certain data which werz not availeble in the summer when
the writer was in Grassflat. These data included up-to-datz records of
memoerships of all locel orgenizations, a road map.of the community,
&dditional historical informztion concerning both Slovaks and Swades in
regard Yo communities from which they emigrated, dates of certain marriages,
8nd data concerning public education, transporteation, road construction,

and coal production in and near Grassflat.

Attitude questionnaires, 4 major portion of data wes obtained

through the use of two questionnaire forms (see Appendix pages 372 to

311), one of which wss administered to Grassflat pupils enrolled in
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edes seven througn twelve and the other given to the perents of these
students. Questionnaires were aoministered to Grasstflst pupils by lir.
Burdett Larson, Principal of Cooper Towmship High School, and Mrs. Sara

London, Principal of Winvurne Elementery School., Psrant forms were

filled out by parents and returned to school by the puvils., The atti-

tude questionnaires were zdministered in ligy, approximstely eizht months
aftsr the writer's return from thc community stucied.

A closed form of gquestionnaire was used., The pupil form consisted
of seventy-one items, and the parent form consisted of forty-five. The
first forty-two items of both forms were identicsl. They wore uscd to

Zet the individual's image of his own as well as of snother ethnic group.

Items regarding attitudes toward interfaith and interethnic marriage

aprearsd on both forms. Remaining items on the student form were used to

learn about intraethnic solidarities and interethnic sssimilation,
especially attitudes towsrd interethnic dating end marrisze. 4 control

Shest of seventeen items were used to identify studants., Student and

corresponding parent forms were numberecd iwentically, facilitating a com-

barison of child and parent attitudes. DZach form wes preceded by a letter

from the writer requesting an lionest response to items, a prompt return
of questionnaires, and an expression of gratitude for the assistance given.
A large majority of items used were constructed from deta gathered

through the use of tape-recorded interviews, A number of items were sug-

2tsted by the writer's colleagues,

So

an excellent source on research technigues

————

13. Pauline Vv, Young, Scientific Sociezl Surveys end Resesrch, Lew York:
Prentice-Hell, Inc,, 19L9, pp. L63-L78.
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in the study of community and culturs groups, was also consulted.

The questionnaire forms ware given to all Grassflst students en-
rolled in Grades 7-12, inclusive, and their parents. Ninety-one student
forms and ninety-one parent forms were given, Of this number, ninety-one

pupil forms and eighty-nine parent forms wers returned, filled out., This
reinarkable percentare of returns wes probacly due to two particular
factors: first, the school administrators were exceptionally eflicient
and interssted in helping the writer; szcond, beczuse the writer had
taught in these two schools before entering higher education, he was well-

known to the parents of most of the students.
Documentary Sources Utilized by the Writer

Documentary sources related to assimilation between Sloveks and
Swedes in Grassflat were very limited. Four secondary documentary sources

were consulted. Swoope's Twentieth Century History of Clearfiz=1ld County

Was the best source on Swedish immigration and settlement in Pennsylvania
and the coal industries in and near Grassfla.t.lh Two special issues of
Lutheran Chimes, published quarterly by the Grassflat Nebo and Emanuel
Lutheran Churches, were important sources on the origin and growth of the
Swedish population and their church and religious orgsnizations .15 The
J‘?dnota, a Slovak Catholic weekly which was published by the First

—~————

4. Roland D. Swoope Jr., Twentieth Century History of Cleasrfield County.
Chicego: Richmond-frnold Publishing Company, 1911. 9:1 pp.

15. The Reverend idward A, Lindgren, Our Lutheren Chimes (The Golden
inniversary Issue, Emenuel Evangelical Lutneran Church), Vol, 7,
hug.-Dec,, 1950, 19 pp.; Our Lutheran Chimes (The Sixtieth Anniversary
liumoer , Neoo Lutheran Church), Vol. I, Sept.-Oct., 194k, 29 pp.
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Catholic Slovak Union of smerica, contained pertinent data concerning

such topics as Slovak attitudes towerd marrisge

ge, news avout Slovaks in
Pennsylvania, ovarsea reports of conditions in Slovakia, and brief

sxetches of Slovak history.le Our Sundey Visitor, a lational Cetholic

weekly, which was found in virtuslly every Slovak Catholic home in

Grassflat, was a valueble source of data on the Catliolic point of view

reg

. L . 17
arding various problems, including intermarriage.

Five primery documentery sources were consulted. Ledszers of local

or ganizations were studied to analyze memvership trends. Personsl diaries

Were useful in ascertaining dates of important events which took place in

Grassflat., One farmer's "plow record book" contained the names of all

“small lot farmers" who hired him during plowing sessons, dating from

The earliest period of settlement in Grassflat. Other diaries contained

interesting and valuable data concerning personal finsnce, birthdays of
family memoers, tonnage of coal loaded day by day, and dates of marriages
in the family, "Parish History" by the Reverend F. J. Simonik, the first

Catholic priest in Grassflat, was a velueble source of information regard-
ing the first Slovek Catholic parishioners. Its entries dating from
1900 to 1905 included dates and brief descriptions of the first mass
Which was held in Grassflet, the first bsptism, the first burial, and the

first formal meeting of Slovak Catholics wiich was held to discuss the

building of a church. MNames of earliest Slovak settlers were also listed .15

18, Jednota. Middletown, Pennsylvania: First Catholic Slovek Union,

lZ' Our Sundsy Visitor, Huntington, Indiana: Our Sundsy Visitor, Inc.

18, The Heverend F. J. Simonik, "Parish History" (St. Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, Grassflat, Pennsylvanie), 1902-1905,
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Ciurcli records of the Reverend Michael Tutokie, the Catholic priest,
were valuable sources of data regarding the number of parishioners,
religious organizations, social functions of the church, religious
education of children, end dates of marriages consummated by Slovek
Ceatholics both in end outside the community of Grassflet. Personsl com-

munication with the writer was also an important scurce of data.
Sumnary

The writer was a participant observer in the community widch was
studied; therefore, he obtained much information and insight regsrding
the community and the attitudes of its inhabitants. A large portion of
tiie deta from field sources wes gathiered vy means of informal and struc-
tured tepe-recorded interviews, a census tzken of the community, corres-
Pondence with selected residents, and attitude questionnaires given to
pupils enrolled in Grades 7 through 12 and their paraents,

Interviews with selected subjects were important in making the
Study known to residents of the community and in gaining their coopsration.
The social centers of the community were importent meeting-places in

which selected groups representing three generations of both Slovaks and
Swedes and two othe];‘ taps-recorded interviews with Swedish ‘adults were
most important sources of data, Questionnaire forms given to both young
Sibjects in Grades 7 through 12 and their parents were important in secur-
ing data concerning attitudes of the two ethnic groups towsrd each other.

The limited number of documentary sources which were available were

useful in supplementing data received from residents in the community.
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CHLPTER IV

ORIGIN kD DZSCRIPTION OF CUMMUNITY STUDI.D

To present a discussion of ths origin and description of tle com-

rmanity studied, namely, Grassflat, Pennsylvsnia, the data were classified

under the following major topics: (1) origin of community, (2) composi-

tion of population, (3) ecologicsl distribution of population,
(L) industries, (5) family and kinship system, (&) other institutions,

(7) class structure, and (&) neighboring communities.
Origin of Community

The community of Grassflat is one of severel small coal-mining towns
in Cooper Township, one of the youngest townships in Clearfield County.
The county is "situated in the western foothills of the Zllegeny kounteins,

l/ing between the main ridge and the great secondary formation known as

the 'Stony Mountains! ,"1 The comparatively rapid settlement of Cooper

Township had been due to the development of its coal and other minerel

resources, Its population in 1487 contezined only 375 taxables., This

2 .
Population was settled in Kylertown, West Clymer (a south-eastern section

of Grassflat), Winburne, and Peale.>

—

1. Roland D, Swoope, dJr., Twentieth Century History of Clearfield County.
Chicagos Richmond-Arnold Fuolishing Company, 1911, p. 19,
e,k coal-mining community two and one-half miles from Grassflat.

3. Winburne and Peale proper are three and two miles from Grassflat,
respectively.




One of the oldest diaries the writer coasulted, that of an elderly
English farmer and resident of Gressflat, contained data concerningz the
origin of the name Grassflat., A4s was commonly known by elderly residents
who were interviewed, Grassflat was named by cosl-miners from Peale,
then a thriving coal-mining town before the settlement of Grassflat,

"-wlo came across a flat grassy island in the fork of a creek near Cooper
1 I»iine."h Thie coal miners living at Peale had to walk four to six miles
to their place of work because the mines in and near Peale were becoming
exhausted of coal, and the Clearfield Bituminous Coal Company iiad started
Cooper #1 Mine at a locetion which is today known as "Upper Grassflat"

( a southern-most section of Grassflat)., These were the mein factors
Which accounted for the movement of population from Peale to Grassflat.

Ain overwhelmingly large portion of the population which moved from
Peale into Grassflat wss Swedes. Only a limited number of Scotch, Irish,
and Slovaks were among the earliest settlers of Grassflat.

A tape-recorded interview with tle first generation Swedes (mentioned
on pages 63-%5) was helpful in providing a background for the discussion
of the settlement of Grassflat. Each of the four elderly Swedes was able
to recall the early building of homes in Grassflat as residents of Peale
left their company-owned houses and moved into the new community. This
Mmovement began to take place in 1&EL when coal mines in and nesr Peele

were rapidly becoming exhausted of coal and new mines were "opened" in

L. Data from a personal diary, Data obtained from a former checkweighman
Ijor the Clearfield Bituminous Coal Company indicated the Cooper #l
Mine was opened in 1&&l.,
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and near Grassflat., The following data were extrected from the oricinal
tape-recording:5

Writer: khs I understasnd, before the settlement of Grassflat there
was a place celled Peale.

Mr. W: On, yes., Peale came first., There was quite a numoer of
people living down there at that time, I was told there
were about 300 houses at one time, but I don't know how
exact that is beceuse I did not count them.,..I know
there were a lot of people there,

Writer: Was Pezle larger than Grassflst is today?’

Mr. W: Lo, it wasn't any oigger and tliere weren't any more people,
but their houses were closer together....Bach one hed just
a little bit of a lot, but here some of them have acres,
The whole town of Peale was probably bigrer then Grassflat,
but the amount of people would be just as much people es
Grassflat,

Writer: How do you remember Peale, Mr. T?

Mr, Tt Well, I remember Peale when I came over there in 1899,
I stayed in Peale for a year. I remember when some of the
first Slovaks came to the Peale Station. There wsre only
about two or four Slovaks wiio lived in Pesle. Some came
before this but they didn't live in Pezle. They lived up
above Grassflat,

Writer: Who lived in Pesale?

Mr. W: There were Swedes, Scotch, and Irish, and a few Germans....

Writer: How large was the Swedish group?

Mr. W: lostly they were equal amounts among the Swades, Irisi,
and Scotch....

Writer: Did people from each of these groups come to settle in
Grassflat?

Hr, Ws Yes, but mostly Swedes....l'he reason they came to Grassflat
was in order to get a closer distance to the mines and they

S. Resl names of subjects are not used. Substitute names are used.
S, The current population of Grassflat is 76l.
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had the desire to want their own homes. £lmost all the
houses in Peale were owned by the company7....The Swedish
people wanted their own homes. The Irish end Scotcu
didn't care so they left snd went, a lot of them, up to
places the company had up the line--Clymer, kKossiter, and
Commodore .

Writer: Do you remember thoss days when tune people started coming
to Grassflat for the first time, Mr. T?

kr. Ts Yes. I was working in Grassflst at that time in the Grass-
flat mines., I don't remember that the Slevish pecpleY
were working in the Graessflat mines at that time. It wes
mostly Swedes, Irish, Scotch, but I don't remember any
Slavish., The Slavisi first started to work at tiie Knox
kun kine.” Then they came over more and_more snd sterted
the mines-doravinl® and Plessant iill,

Mr., Ws Grassflat roads were lined up pretty much the seme as today,
and the Swedish people and the Slovak--the Swedish people
lived on one side of the runl? znd the Slovask on the other,

Irs, T: I remember that, the Slovak people living over there
(pointing scross tie creck) and Sweces living on this side.

kirs. F: I remember when I came here, I stayed here, We built our
house right along the side of the road here., I remember
when the 11s13 (Slovaks) were first vuiluing their cellar
across the run,

Tape-recorded data from an interview with the first generation Slovaks
Concerning the same period of time also was helpful regarding the early
impressions which Sloveks entertained regarding the settlement of

GraSSflatzlh

. Clearfield Bituminous Coal Company.

. Swedes often refer to Slovaks as "Slavish people."

. Knox Run Mine was started in 1&91.

. Refers to a section of Grassflat or the mine in tihiat section.
Moravin iiine was started in 1u91,

IQL. Refers to a section of Grassflat or the mine in that section.

Pleesant Hill liine was sbtarted in 1891,

]-2. hefers to the small creek running through Grassflat.

13, One of the earliest Slovak settlers.

1, suostitute nemes are used.
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Writer: £s I understand, before the ssttlement of Grassflat tuere

wes a place called Fesle, Do you rewember that?

Mr, P+ When wels cane here there wasn't evzn one Slovak living
tiiere, We weren't there lcng. Ue yot a joo right awey
because there wes work all over then.t® £t Knox Kun,

Grassflatl, and Moravin, and Fleasant Hill they wurked
every day. After other Slovaks lhesrd that we came anc
aoout work then they came slowly, the Slovsks came over,

UWriter: Were there many Slovsks in Knox Run when you first cams

there?
Mr., Ps Not even one, just the four of us,

Writers:s Did you live at Peale?

hr. Ps Yes, I lived there about two months end we walked to the
mines in Knox Run.l7 Then one of our friends got a houss
from B, Then he had a girl, built s houss, and gave us
the old house. We moved in and little b{ little more men
(™

moved in, Once there wsre twelve of us.
no more houses then, [ lot lived in Peale.

Writer: How do you remember early Grassflat, . 0?

Mrs. O: I came Lere because my man workeua in the mines,

There were

“en I

came there were a few Sloveks, so I just mixed with my
own kind of people,...Tre Swedes lived on the other sice
of town and we on this side. The sulpliur creek between

us.

These recorded data pointed to the fact that Swedes were the first

Settlers in Grassflat end thst "opening" of new mines wlich meant employ-

Ment opportunities wes a most important facter which brought about the

Migration to Grassflat.

S, J. Sevelius reported that:

15, Two friends, my brother, and I.

¢,
17,

15,

Year 1666,
Knox Kun is one and one-it:glf miles from Gresstlat.

The twelve men were boarders, most of whom were unmarried.

lies of those married were still living abrosad.

Writing scout an earlier period, the Keverend

The fami-
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Nearly all the members of Nebol? belonged to g colony of people
emigrating from the Province of Dalslend, Sweden, to this section
of Pennsylvania during the last decsdes of tie 19th Century.
Their occupstion in this country has been coal-wmining. They
settled first at Melntyre, Lycoming County (Pennsylverie), and
nunicered over 200 adult perscns, and when the bitumincus vein wes
exiiausted there, the colony wes transflcrrcd almost in a body to
Peale, in Clearfielc County, wh:ere the Nevo Church was orgzenized
in 186L. New mines were opened up at Gressflzt, two miles away,
and the colonists, greatly increazsed in numuers, followed their
occupation thitler snd to poirts beyonc, such &s “est Clgﬁer,zo
Knox Run, Lense?l Winburne, and Lllport.22,2

Writing about & later period, the keverend Lr, Lindgren reported

thets

The membership (of Swedes in the Emsnuel Luthersan Church et Grass-
flet) grew repidly during the first yeers., Then the church wes
built in 190L the congregetion had 136 communicants?! and 213
children, In 1907 the communicant list reached its Lighest figure,
namely, 177. From 150L to 1920 the membership did not vary much.
During those years the families had meny chilcren end the Sundey
School wes crowded, In 1927 many families moved to Jamestown

(New York) and other large cities, cue to lesser mine operations.
In that yeer Emanuel lost L1 communicants, leaving 11L to carr- on
the great work of the Church, In 192C the membership dropped to
71 communicants. OSince then the number of members has rermeined
about the seme. We have in this year of jubilec (Septemoer 3,
1950) 90 communicants and 38 children.2d

The Heverend lr. Lindgren also reported concerning the Swedisli member-

Ship in the Nebo Lutheren Church at Grassflat:

At this time (1901) tle mines were busy and tle Church was growing
in membersihip. The congregetion in these parts had the largest
merbership in 1906, That year liebo had 395 communicants and 193

One of the two Lutheran Churches in Grassflat.

Name of one section of Grassflet,

k Swedish community two end one-helf miles from Grassflat,

£ smell comnunity on Route 53 which is five miles from Grassflzt.
No Swedes, but a few Slovaks lived there.

The Keverend S. J, Sebelius, "Cn thie Heights of Nebo," Our Lutheran
Chimes, Volume 1 (Sept.-Cct.), iiumber 3, 19LL, p. 6.

One became a communicant at the ace of thirteen or fourteen,

The Reverend E. A. Lindgren, "History of Emanuel Lutheran Church,"
Our Lutherean Chimes, Grassflat, Pa., 7:12, fug.-Dec., 1950.
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children, a total memvership of 5.8, Lebo wes one of the strons-
est congregations in Western Penns;lvenia. The dmenuel Church
in West Clymer numbered 176 corrunicants and 156 children, a
total membership of 332. Wevo, Emanuel, Liteznon, anc¢ Gustavus
Lcolphus Churches, all in Cooper Township, hed a memo~rship to-
gether of 1,17u. The Lutheran Church was strons here .20

From 1908 to 192l the consrecetion remsinecd ebout the seme in
numericael strength, For 192) the con-regation reported 359
communicents and 112 children in the Kevo Church, Beginning
with 1920, faerilies were leaving Grassflat for Jamestovm, N. Y.,
Cleveland, Buffalo, Fittsburgh, Philadelphie, end other cities
to seek employment, due to the fact that coal miring was on tlie
decline. During the last 15 years the ccal tonnapge taken out has
diminished gradually. Families have movecd away, decreasing tnz
membership of our Church. It now stanas at 165 communicants and
77 children, total membership 2L2., Twenty years ago tiiere were
359 communicants and 112 children.

In September, 1950, the combined membership oi the imaruel and Nebo
Lutheran Churches was 255 communicants end 115 children. Included in
these figures are members from communitics outside Grassflat: Lanse 10,
fnox kun 10, and Kylertown 186. Also incluced ere 12 Slovak Lutl.er,'ans.z6

The Heverend F, J. Simonik29 reported 250 Slovak Catliolics in Grass-
flat in November, 1904, This number consisted of 58 family heads, 126
clildren, and 66 boarders.39 This populstion was considerably smaller

then thet of the Swedish. The Slovsk Cathiolic populztion grew rapidly

after 190k, until in 1951 the total number of parishioners belonging to

26, The Reverernd E. £, Lindgren, "Sixty Years of Necbo History," Cur
Lutheren Chimes (Sixtieth Lnriversary pumber), Grassflat, Pafjhizlo,
Sept.-Oct., 13LL.

27, Ibid., p. 13.

2%, Data oobtained in an interview with the Reverend E, A. Lindgren.

<9, The Reverend F. J. Simonik, "Parish History" (St. Peter and Paul
Catholic Church, Grsssflet, Pennsylvenia). Unpublished., 1902-19CL,

30, "Boarders" will be discussed on pames 132-133.
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the St, Peter and Paul Catholic Church wes L15, Tle major portion of
this number included c}:ildren,31
Speaking of tlie period ebout 1%03, one elderly Slovek sucject
reported that:
Once the Slovak and Swedish man came in (Gressflat) and got
settled, got work, he let otlier people know &and they came, People
went anywhere for wori, especielly where he knew therc wes other
Sloveks or Swedes, Once they came tlicy ceme fest., Tiiey came when
mines opened and left when they closed. You Lave to eat, jou know.
Yes, the Swedes were here, many of tlem, then Slovaks sterted com-
ing in more .32
£s wes mentioned eerlier by both elderly Slovak and Swedish sub=-
jects, the little creek which runs through the center of the eastern half
section of the community was the dividing line ovetween the Slovak anc
Swedish sections of Grassflat. The Slovaks built their Lomes on the
norti side of the M"run," the Swedes on the scuth. This ecological pattern
existed with virtuslly no chenges for three decades. /s one informant

said, "the Slovaks had their own Slovensko (Slovakia), and the Swedes had

their own Sweden."
Composition of Population

4 census of the community indicated a total population of T7&L.
Table IX presents a distribution of the population in terms of age, sex,
Teligion, nativity, and nationsal origin. First of 211, it is important

to note that only 17, or two per cent of the total population, were

31, Data obtained in an interview with the Reverend Michael Tutokie,
32, Data obtaired in an interview with an elderly Slovak subject who wes
one of the first Slovak farmers in Grassflat.
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Slovek-Swedish, that is, products of Slovak-Swedish intermarriage.
Table X presents a distribution of this population by age anc type of
intermarriage of which they are products. These marriages will be

discussed in detzil in Chapter VI.

T;BLk X

SLOVIK~-SWEDISHE POPULLTION OF G™RLSSFLAT BY AGE
AND TYPis OF INT R/ RRIAGE

Intermerriace T:me

Slo-Luth. Slo-Luthk, Slo-Cath., Slo-Cetl.

iale Female iHale Femele
Sw-Luth. Sw-Luth, Sw-Luth, Sw-Luth, Mixed
Female Male Female Male Convert
Ferilys: A 3 Cz D E F G H
fge and Sex
Groups
15-19
Male - - - - 1 - - -
* Fem, - - - - - - - -
“ 10-14
lale - - - - - - - -
Fem. - 1 - 1 - - - -
5-9
Iale - - 1 1 - - = -
Fem, - - - - 1 -1 -
o-L
Male 1 - - - - 3 1 -
Fem. 1 - - - 1 1 - 1
lteligion of
Children:
Catholic 0] 0 0 2 3 L 2 1
Lutheran 2 1 1 0 0O 0 O 0

1 Refers to a mixed convert merriage in which ¢ Swedish Lutheren
male who married a non-local woman and wes converted to the
Catholic faith,

2 The Swedish Lutheran female was formerly a non-local resident.
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Tsple IX indicetes that Slovaks, 382 in number,33 comprised slmost
one half (L9/) of the tctal population; Swedes, 20&, or 27%5; and other
nationslities, 177, or 23%. Tle latter group also included Slovak and
Swedish admixtures. Tskble XI presents en age group distribution of

3l

"other nationalities,' It is important to note thet the current Slovak
and Swedish populations have chenged consideratly since the first decade
of settlement in Gressflat. The current Slovek population is much larger
than that of Swedes., This wes not true in the eerlier yeers of sattle-
rent. (See pages €2-6L) Lo deta were avsilsble concarning the popule-
tion of nationality groups other than Slovaks and Swedes during the

first decade of the present century.

In terms of nstivity, the population included 111 foreign-born, or
1k per cent of the totsl population. Of this porulation, 53 per cent
were Slovak; L2, Swedish; 5, Irish, English, end French. It is importent
to note that of the 56 within the age range 70-t5, only two were native
bern,

Table IX indicates that the Cetholic population comprised Sk per
cent of the total population; Lutherans, 32; other religious groups,
and non-church group, those who clezimec membership in no church 7. The
total Catholic population, L2E, was composed of 362 Slovaks, or G5 per
Cent of the total number; 25 Slovak-other sdmixtures, or 6 per cent;

9 Pennsylvania Dutch, or 2 percent; and 2 Pennsylvania-Dutch-Irish,

33. This number slso included 20 Slovak Lutherans, These were the only
Slovaks in the community who were not Catholic.

3L, Throughout this study "other nationslitics" refers to nationalities
other than Slovek znu Swedish,
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1 Swede (converted), 1 Itslien, enc 1 German or 1 per cent. These sus-
Jects attended the St. Feter and Psul Cetlhiolic Church et Gressflat.

Tle remeining 27 or 6 per cent of the Ceitholic poywlation atilendud the
34, Severin's Catliclic Ch.re:n gt Driftinz, This group consisted of 22
Fennsylvenis Dutch and 5 German subjects, The totsl Luthersn population,

2L9, was composad of the following etimnic groups:

’

1£5 Th%  Swedes

20 & Slovexs

11 L Swedish-other sdmixturzs

7 3 Pennsylvenia Dutch

7 3 Gernien

S 2 Slovak-otuer admixtures

S 2 english

2 1 hussian

2 1 English~-Pennsylvania Dutch

1 - Scotch

L 2 Slovax-3wadish:
2L9  100%

Tures othwr religious faiths ere found in Grassflst: United Brethren,
Baptist, and Piller of Fire. Thirty-four Grassflst residents were memosrs
Of the Grassflat United Brethren Churcih. This numoer consistad of 13

[
English, 10 Dutch, 7 Sloveh—l“ish,B) 2 French, 1 German, and 1 German-

Frenchi, Fourteen Gressflat residents were memoers of the Forrsst Beptist
. 35 . . i .
Chureti, This numbsr consistzd of 7 Swedish-German, L German, and 3

Swsdishi, Finally, 5 Irish are merbzers of the Pillar of Fire Church. The
comdined membersuip of the United Bretlren, Besptist, and Filler of Fire
Ciurches was 53, There were 5L who clsimea to be memoers of no church,

rerents and children included, This group consisted of 2L Swedishi, 10

35. These Slovak-Irish were recent resicents of Grassflat.
36. Forrest is a German szttlement five miles from Grsssflat.
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inglish, & Irish, 7 English-Franch, 3 Pennsylvenis Dutch, 1 French, cme
1 German,

Table IX indicates a totel msle population o 3ttt and fewale popu-
lation of 376, & closer observetion indicatas a very noticsevle sex
retio difference in the 20-24 ase group. The numbir of meles in the
armed forces sccounted for this difference. Table XII pressnts an &ge
group distribution of members ol the armed forces in terms of ethnicity

and religion, Hhepresentation by Slovax Lutherans, Swedish Lutherens,

TiBLE XIT

HaBHnS BY NiTIONALITY IN AidleD FuaCsS FROM &ehSoFLiT (JUkis, 1951)

hge " Slovak Slovak Swedish Other net'l
Group Cath, Luth, Luth, Otlier kel. Totels
35-39 - - 1 - 1
3C-34 1 - 1 - 2
25-29 1 1 - - 2
20-2l 15 - - - 15
15-19 1 1 - - 2

22

and other nationality and religious groups is considerably smaller than
that by Slovek Catholics because of their urban mobility. (See paue 277
for a compsrison of ethinic groups in terms of members in the armed forces

during World War II.)
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hillside, on the south by mountain laurel and huckleberry.

of most of the community,

in Grassflat according to ethnic origin.

Winding creek.

76

Ecological Distribution of Populsation

The major portion of Gressflat lies in a vellsy which is surrounded

on the north by oek and maple forest, on the ezst by pine reforested
J P ) Yy P

Cn the west

is another hilly range, the highest, from which one can get an overview

Much of the natural scenic beauty hss been

destroyed by surfsce coal-mining operaticrs which, as one resident said,
"left the hillsides nothing but waste with towsrins stony and cley-mud

mountains on which even huckleberries refuse to zrow."

Figure I presents an ecological distrivuticn of all household units

It also gives the locetion of

Social centers of the commurity, the churches, mines, rcads, and the

£s indiceted, Gressflat is diviced intc five rather

distinct sections. One lives "down West Clymer,* "down Dobrytown,“a'7

"up town," "up Grassflat," or "up Pleasant Hill." West Clymer and Dobry-
town were settled first,38
The current ecologicel distribution of ethnic household units in
West Clymer and Dobrytown still indicates a pattern of residential segre-
gation wiich existed with only minor clhianges since the first decade of
settlement. The "run" is still the dividing line between Dobrytown which
if predominantly Slovak and West Clymer which is predominantly Swedish.

Dobrytown remsined the most unchenged section in terms of ethnic residence.

37. The Slovak word "dobry" means "good .M
38. The community of Grassflst was first known as West Clymer.
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Slovak and Swedish subjects who were residents of different sections
of the community were interviewzi by tlie writer to gether data concerning
a description of each sectioﬁ. For example, thie writer obtained descrip-
tions of Dobrytown from residents of Pleesant Hill, West Clymer, Uptown,
end Upper Grassflat. This was done to obtain a more objective ouvserva-
tion of particular sections. In each casz2, suojects were merely asked
to describe the particular section concerned.

Slovak and Swedish subjects descrived Dobrytown as "the old Slovak
Section," houses "rather crowded together " "Yards are crowded with sheds

and barns, many unpainted," and "yards shut in with old picket fences."
"llost of the houses need repairs and painting." Doorytown has "sevaral
dirt (unpaved) roads" or "alleys." "It's dusty when the cars go by."
"kosds are really poor, even the macadem."3” MSome have hecge fencss
&long the road, now thLat nobody owns a cow."ho £ large mejority of the
Slovaks, "those who have good soil for gardening," plant their own potatoes,
Can a lot of beets, relisn, corn, beans, and pickles., It's "the levelest
part of Grassflat, with only small hills which make the roads bad in
wintertime. Lots of parts it's hard to get out with the car " "It's
pretty in summer because Slovaks like flowers, and they have lots of them
in the front yerd."

The total population of Dobrytown was 165, Of this numoer 68 per

cent were Slovak, 5 per cent Swedish, less than 1 per cent Swedish-Slovak,

33. Ihe macadam road wss constructed in 1928,
LO. Most Slovak and Swedish residents owned cows until 1938 when pine
trees were planted in Peale pasturelands.
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|
and 26 per cent of Mother nationalities."“l £11 except the Slovaks were

comparatively new residents in Doorytown, moving in after 1930,

West Clymer, south of Dobrytown, is "the Swedish part of Grsssflat."
It's "the better and nicer part of town." "Tley have their houses along
the macadam road, not crowded like Dobrytown." There are "fewer sheds

and barns which are farther from the house (than those of Dobrytown)."

The people have "nicely kept lawns, the prettiest in town." Their houses

are "glways nicely painted and some heve colorful awnings." They don't
have things "cluttered around the house." Most of the Mold Swedes live

tliere M The "macadam mekes it a clean section, and almost nobody has

to use dirt (unpaved) roads." The "road is good and people can get out

easily, even in wintertime." "The people in West Clymer like flowers,

too

The total population of West Clymer was 97. Of this number, Sh per
cent were Swedish, 2 per cent Slovak, L percent Slovak-Swedish and 22 per
cent other nationalities,

Upper Grassflat is the largest section in the community. Most of it

Most of the houses are found "elong the climb-

L3

ing macadam rosd." "The poorest soil is found there.," "It's stony,

is located on a hillside.

L1. "Other nationalities" included 1 Slovak-Swedish, 2 Swedish-Germen,
1 Pennsylvania Dutch, 1 Slovak-Irish, 1 Irish-Pennsylvania Dutclh,
1 English, and 1 Sw=dish household units.

L2. Other nationalities included 1 Pennsylvania Dutch, 1 English-Swedish,
1 Pennsylvania Dutch-Swedish, 1 Slovak-Pennsylvania Dutch, and 3
Slovak-Swedish (2 Slovaks w=re not natives of Grassflat). 5% of the
Slovek population in West Clymer is Slovak Lutheran,

L3. Subjects emphasized gardens because a majority of residents in Grass-
flft reised their own potatoes and vegetables. Many work in gardens

wiien work is slack during thie summer months ™
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)
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and 26 per cent of "other nationalities . £11 except the Slovaks were

compsratively new residents in Dobrytown, moving in after 1930,

West Clymer, south of Dobrytown, is "the Swedish part of Grassflat.”

It's "the better and nicer part of town." "[lLey have their houses along

the macadam road, not crowded like Dobrytown." There are "fewer sheds

and barns which are farther from the house (then those of Dobrytown) ."

The people have "nicely kept lawns, the prettiest in town." Their houses

arz "glways nicely painted and some heve colorful awnings." They don't

have things "cluttered around the house." Most of the "old Swedes live

there " The "macadam mekes it a clean section, and almost nobody has

to use dirt (unpaved) roads." The "road is good and people can gzt out

€asily, even in wintertime."™ "The people in West Clymer like flowers,

too

The total population of West Clymer was 97. Of this number, SL per

cent were Swedish, 2 per cent Slovak, L percent Slovak-Swedish and 22 per

cent other nationalities.

Upper Grassflat is the largest section in the community. Most of it

Most of the houses are found "along the climb-

L3

ing macadam rosd." "The poorest soil is found there."

is located on a hillside.
"It's stony,

L1. "Other nationalities" included 1 Slovak-Swedish, 2 Swedish-Germen,
1 Pennsylvenia Dutch, 1 Slovak-Irish, 1 Irish-Pennsylvania Dutch,
1 English, and 1 Swedish household units.

L2. Other nationalities included 1 Pennsylvania Dutch, 1 English-Swedish,
1 Pennsylvania Dutch-Swedish, 1 Slovak-Pennsylvania Dutch, and 3
Slovak-Swedish (2 Slovaks were not natives of Grassflat). 5% of the
Slovek population in West Clymer is Slovak Lutheran,

L3. Subjects emphasized gardens because a majority of residents in Grass-
flat raised their own potatoes end vegetsbles, Many work in gardens

", s, . 3 .
wien work is slack during the summer months."
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and so few people have good gardens."™ The part of Upper Gressflat
Mhizre the hebo Church is lccsted is the nice part, lik: parts of est
Clymer where it's level." In this particular part one also finds
"oesutiful lawns and hedged-in front yerds." The southern-most part of
Upoer Grassflat is the "least desirable place to live. " "It's stony soil
end the sulphur fumes and smoke from Cooper #l Nine are tarrible, bad
for people with asthma." The "houses are crowded and small." In general,
the homes in Upper Grassflat are "well kept, lawns are clean, property is
well-spsced, like West Clymer." The macadam makes it "nice to zet out
and in with the cer. " Only a few people "who live 'off the road! have to
use dirt roads ., Farmers live in the western-most pert of this section.
These farmers "are nct Slovak or Swedisu" (English).

The population of Upper Grassflat wes 198. Of this population,
L5 per cent were Swedish, 29 per cent Slovak (only one per.cent Slovak-
Lutheran), 23 per cent other nationalities, and 3 per cent Slovak—Swedish,bh

"Pleasant Hill is the first part of town a person sess when he drives
into Gressflat.,® It is located in the narrow western end of the valley.
tost of the M"houses are built at the foothills on both sides of the sul-
phur creck." Pleasant Hill has "lots of barren, empty waste spots because
of tne creek and tl:e mines." The soil in many parts "is too poor for
gardening because of stonc or sulphur creek.," DMany houses are "crowded

together like Dobrytown." DMeny relatives live "close together like in

LL . Other nationalities included 2 Swedish-German, 2 Swe=dish-Russian,
1 Swedish-English, 4 English, 1 German, 1 Irish, 1 German-French,
end 1 Pennsylvania Dutchi-English households,



to

Dobrytown." The hillsides of Pleasant Hill "are prettier than in Dobry-
town or West Clymer because no stripping (surfece coal mining) is up there
and thereAare farms close by." "The alleys are bad roads across the
creek (north side of Pleasent Hill) " HMost of the houses "are nice, and
ere off the road so it's not dusty like Doorytown." "ieny parts of
Pleasant Hill are bad pleces to live, but not as tercivle as Upper Grass-
flat mines part (southern-most section of Upper trassflat)."

Pleasant Hill had a total population of 165, egusl to that of Dobry-
town. This section contained the largest Slovek populstion. Of the
total population, €4 per cent were Slovak (less thean two per cent Slovak=
Lutheran) , 10 per cent Swedish, 7 per cent other nationslities, and no
Slovak-Swedish.hE

Uptown is "the busy part of Grassflat." In this section, settled
"along the main poad" (Route 17066), sre found the Slovak Catholic Church,
Slovak Jednota Club (social club end tavern), barber shop, Loyal Order
of lMoose Club, Petro's Tavern (public tavern), postoffice, Humenik's
General Store, Blue Ster Theatre, restaurant, Swedish Lutheran Church
(Emanuel Church), and Olseon's General Store, in that order from the west
to the east., "™iore life here than any place because here is wlere people
come to get their mail, groceries, and refreshments" (liguor and beer),
Some of the "nicest homes are found there " "It's hard to buy property

because it is more expensive and some landlords who live in the city won't

L5. Other nationalities included 1 Slovak-Pennsylvania Dutch, 1 Slovakx-
English, and 1 Pennsylvania Dutch households, Fifteen years aio the
Swedish population was larger, consisting mainly of elderly folks who
passed wway or moved to the city to live with their children.
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sell vecsuse they might come back to live liere when they sre old .M

"It would look nicer if someone cut the busies along the road, but no-
body sz2ems to cerz.," Only a few people heve garasns peczuse lots sre
smaller. "The people are pretty mixed (different nationalities) thare.®
People "have to walk on the road becausz there are not eny sidewalks .M
Thie "state road" (mscadam) "mzkes it pretty clean."

The total populsation of Uptown was 131, Of this population, 3L per
cent wsre Slovak, 21 per cent Swecish, 3 per cent Slovak-Sw:dish, end L1
ver cent other nationalitiss. Between 1925 and 1930 Uptown wes predomi-
nantly Swecish., £s mine operetions decrzesed after 1930 and Swedes moved
to the city, Slovaks purchased property and mcved into Uptown,

In addition, 28 residents live in two areess which are not gensrally
included as part of any of the five sections of Grassflat elresdy men-
tioned. These are the non-designated areas in Figure 1. One of these
areas was referred to &s "those houses between Dobrytown and Uptown,"
the other as "the five houses by the woods." The former is locsted "near
the creek, off the macadam rosd, and in a swWwempy place." Tle latter is
locates on the hillside, north of Dobrytown, where the soil is stony and
people can't have gardens." The five houses which are of identical
architectursl design and wzre formerly compeny-owne. houses were purchsased
from the Clearfield Bituminous Coal Compsany wiien major mine operstions
decressed in 1938.

Of the total population in these two areas, 53.35 per cent were
Swedish, 32.1L per cent Slovak, 7.15 per cent Swedish-English end Swedishi-

German, and 7.ll4 per cent Slovak-Swedish,
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Industries

Coal mining has always been tlie major industry in Grsssflat.
Generation after generation of Slovecks and Swciss workad in thie mines,
almost exclusively the only kind of employment aveilsble in the community.
Tiis Wwes true also of esrlier residents wio first lived in Pesle znd later
settled Grassflat.

Tne Tunelsidue lMines, located tirece milas south: of Peale, were opened
in the year 1¢C3. Iiine operations continued until 1691,b6 The opening
of these mines was the major evant widich caused the Swedes from McIniyre,
PFernsylvenia, and later a limited numoer of emigrants from Slovakia, to
settle in the vicintiy of Grassflet and Feale. Lbout the seame time,
anotlier mine, Cooper #l, was started in the southern-most section of
Upper Grassflat, This was the first mine within the immediaste vicinity

L7

of Grassflat. Operations at Coopzsr #1 kMine continuac until 1945.

m

In 1691, three other mines were started., The Knox Run liine, four

miles south of Grassflat, continued operations until 191L. The Pleesant

dill and HMoravin lines, located in the northern part of Gressflet, con-

Y
. . . . . - S . 1O \ . .
tinued operations until 1920 and 190¢, respectlvely.L The beginning of

overetions at tiiese mines meant unlimit=d opportunities for employment.
Beginning of operations at tlie Fleasant Hill and Morsvin Mines caused

more Slovaks and Swedes to build their homes in Grassflet., It is in these

L&, Data from a former checkweiglman for tihe Clearfield Bituminous Coal
Company.

L7. Ibid,

L&, Toia.
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mines that most Swedes and Slovsks earnsa their first weges in imerica,

first time as new imnmigrsnts.

In 1922, operetions vegan at ti.e Cooper #2 kine, the lar;est coal
mine in or near the vicinity of Grassfleb. riine operetions continued
from 1923-1938.h9 Hesidents of Grassflat and neigiiworinz communities ware
erployed there. (This wes one of tne main reesons wiy the maceaem road
was constructed in 1927.)

Coal mining also meznt limited opportunities for employment in
lumbering, anotiier incustry owned and operatec by theeClearfield Bituminous
Cosl Corpery. This industry scrved the function of supplying wood products
used in mine operations. Only a limited numter of men wes emplcyed in
o)

. . . 3
lumbering, selaom more than ten or fifteen men.”

In sadition to coal mining end lumbering

g, a very limitea numbver of
residents was employed in cléy mining. The Tunnelside Clay Mine was opened
in 1918, & maximum of eight men wes employed durirg the production years
1516-19L5, inother clsy mine, Mine #2, was sterted in Feale in 15LO.
51

Tiis mine, still in operstion, employs 17 men,” C of which are resicents
of Gressflat.

Except for a limited number who were employed in local stores,

taverns, schools, ana those employed cutside thie community, resicents

worked in the cozl mines, clay mines, and lumbering in and near Grassflat

L9, Ivid.
0. Ioia.
51. Data from the president of the locel cla, niner's union.
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until the yeer 193C. In that jear mine operztions atbt Cooper #2 ceased,
This meant that those who did nct find erplc . ment in
hed to fird work elscwiicre,

kL study of the employment sitiuetion of Grassflat houschold heads
Wss maue by the writer in the swmimer of 1551. These data were obtzired
at tl.e same time tlie census of the cormunity wes rede. i more current
study of tle employment situction wes mace throuch the use of gquestion-
neire forms given to Gressflet studernts enrolles in Grad=s 7 - 12 inclu-
sive, Each student was asked to incicete tiie occupation of his or lLer
fatlier, Tihe results of these iwo stucies are presentec in Tevle XIIL.
It is importent to note thet a largsr percerta e of Sloveiks then Swedes
listed under "Totel" and "Sample" were empleyed in coal mining. Two
reasons in particular account for this difference. ilore Swedes then
Sloveks wio were formerly erployed in tue coel mines had moved from Gress-
flat, znd more Swedes, formerly miners ard compény men, have been
pensicned, £ comparison of occupetions engéed in by Sloveks and Swedss
in otlier industries sliows no significant occupetional difference between
ti.e two ethnic groups.

The coel mines were outside the community of Greassflet, located
within a five to twenty mile rediuvs from tlie comrunity, ?hose employed
in the forest had to ccmmute slightly fefther cistences. The surface
coal operztions ("stripping" operstions) were five to ten miles from
Gressflat, The Clarance brickyasrd is loceted fourteen miles from Grass-
flet, while the Winburne brickyerd is only five miles from Grassflat,

The Peale clay mine is the neerest place of work, located only four miles
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