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ABSTRACT

GEORGE BOYDs INDIAN AGENT
OF THE UPPER GREAT LAKES, 1819-1842
By
John Harold Humins

George Boyd, Jr., served as a federal Indian agent at
Michilimackinac from 1819 to 1832 and at Green Bay from
1832 tq 1842. Situated at remote, wilderness outposts,
Boyd had a unique position in Indian administration: he was
a frontier diplomat for the War Department; it was his duty
to execute Indian policies and to enhance the power and
prestige of the American nation., His role was very
difficult since he served as a middle-man in the govern-
ment's dealings with the Indians within his agency; it was
his responsibility, therefore, to assure peaceful inter-
racial relations, distribute presents and annuities, and
monitor the moods and activities of his charges., He was
also expected to promote fair trade practices, oversee
civilization efforts, supervise agency personnel, and
execute many treaty provisions.

A political appointee, Boyd became an agent after

unsuccessful ventures in business and public service, As

an Easterner he was ignorant about the Indians and

inexperienced with frontier life. His assignment to the
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John Harold Humins

Mackinac agency in 1819 was thus both an opportunity and a
challenge,

Since Boyd did not act in a vacuum, it was necessary
to establish the context in which he served. I have tried
to place him in his setting by not only describing the
environment of his assignments and the condition of the
Indians under his supervision, but also by describing other
important factors that influenced his activities, His
efforts at Mackinac were affected by the strong influence
that the British retained over the Indians in American
territory; consequently, he became involved in the effort of
the United States to end British influence and gain complete
control of its own territory. Although he actively sought
to blunt British prestige, it was the presence of the
American military and the efforts of John Jacob Astor's
American Fur Company that would be decisive in this matter,
Astor's company quickly rose to monopoly status in the
Lakes region after the War of 1812 and its power was most
formidable, as Boyd's predecessor had learned when he was
dismissed from office for acting contrary to Astor's
interests., Boyd soon found that the company's dominant
position hampered his freedom of action and helped to create
his lackluster record in executing federal trade policy.

With his transfer to Green Bay in 1832, Boyd faced
new concerns, Upon arrival he was immediately involved in

the government's efforts to end the resistance of many
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John Harold Humins

Sauk-Fox to westward removal; he played a small but
significant role in the Black Hawk War, When the war drums
were silenced and the most belligerent tribal groups were
pushed westward, American settlement slowly increased in
the Green Bay area and underscored Boyd's responsibilities
as middle-man in Indian-white contacts. Since an agent had
the task of executing many treaty provisions, his role was
broadened when the Indians of the area made treaties with
the federal government., As the distributor of treaty
annuities his position was enhanced among the tribes
because the diminishing size of the tribal lands and the
increasing scarcity of food supplies made the Indians
quite dependent upon the annuities and, in turn,
increasingly attentive to the agent's wishes, Boyd's
position, however, was effectively challenged in the case
of the Menominee -- the largest tribe under his juris-
diction == by a small group of traders who controlled this
tribe; several of these traders were half-breed relatives
of the Menominee. By the mid-1830's these individuals
faced a gloomy future as the fur trade declined,
Consequently, they came into conflict with Boyd because
they desired to control the Green Bay agency to insure
their continued domination of the Menominee and that the
Menominee annuities would benefit their mercantile
interests, In the late 1830's these traders started a

controversy about an annuity payment irregularity, which
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John Harold Humins

was largely not of Boyd's making, and soon this controvery
mushroomed into an investigation of his finances, This led
to the disclosure of his mishandling of agency funds and
his resignation from office in 1842, An ill and broken
man, he died a few years later indebted to the federal
government,

Although Boyd served twenty-three years as an agent,
he did not make any notable contribution to federal policy
or government-Indian relations; nevertheless, he was worthy
of historical study because of his extended service and
because he clearly represented the average agent in his
performance of duties, His long career, it should be noted,
resulted more from his family connection with John Quincy
Adams than from his dutiful execution of federal Indian
policy.

A wide range of sources was used in this study.

Boyd's personal and official papers, and the official
correspondence of the Michigan Indian superintendency were
the most important, Other manuscript collections were also
useds the papers of Lewis Cass, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft,
Morgan L. Martin, and Thomas L., Forsyth, and the Mackinac
Letter Books of the American Fur Company. Also utilized
were printed primary sources, such as reminiscences, govern-
ment reports, travel accounts, and assorted document
collections, Many secondary accounts also made important
contributions to this casé study of a relatively obscure

politically-appointed, public servant,
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CHAPTER 1
FROM MARYLAND TO MACKINAC

Little is known of the early life of George Boyd Jr.;
even the date and place of his birth are uncertain, We do
know that he was born about 1779 in eastern Maryland to a
Scottish father, who emigrated to the New World before the
War of Independence and practiced law.l

Described as a man of talent and intelligence, with

refined and gentlemanly mannera,2 Boyd must have been an

lHerbert B. Tanner, "Sketch of George and James M.
Boyd," ons Historic Collectiong, vol. XII (Madison:
18925, pP. 206. Hereafter the Wisconsin Historical Collect-
ions will be referred to as WHC. Tanner was the son-in-law
of George Boyd's son James, who was a volunteer in the Black
Hawk War and a noted Wisconsin pioneer,

A plausible explanation for the paucity of infor-
mation about Boyd's birth and early life is that the records
of St. Mary's County, Maryland's oldest county, were
practically all destroyed by fires in 1768 and 1831. Lost
were all the register of wills, and most of the land and
marriage records. (Morris L. Radoff, et al,, The Count
Courthouses and Records of Maryland, part twos The Records,
Publication No. 13, The Hall o% Records Commission, State of
Maryland (Annapolis: 1963), p. 157.)

2Elizabeth T. Baird, "Reminiscences of Life in

Territorial Wisconsin," WHC, vol. XV (Madison: 1900), p. 240;
and "Narrative of Morgan L. Martin," in an interview with
Reuben G. Thwaites, ed., WHC, vol. XI (Madison: 1888), pp.
392-93, Elizabeth T. Baird was the wife of the Green Bay
lawyer, Henry S. Baird, who settled there in 1829 and later
became the first Attorney General of Wisconsin territory.
Morgan L. Martin was the nephew of James Duane Doty, a
famous Wisconsin politician. Martin came to Green Bay in
1827, with Doty's encouragement, and began a successful
career as a lawyer, politician and land speculator,

1l
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2

educated man, Although there is no record of his receiving
a formal education, the product speaks of the process, Even
if no formal education was afforded, his father would
certainly have involved himself in George's education.

In the opening years of the 1800's Boyd was residing
in Washington City, where he had probably spent much of his
early life, It was here, while in his twenties, that he
began his career of public service, which was to extend over
thirty years. His adult years in the Capital alternated,
however, between public and private endeavors,

In 1805, he married Harriet Johnson, daughter of
Joshua Johnson, and gained entrance into two families of
political importance -- Harriet was the niece of the
influential first governor of Maryland, Thomas Johnson, and
the sister-in-law of John Quincy Adams.3 Boyd recognized
the political value of such solid family ties, as indicated
in his attempt in 1808 to use the influence of his famous
brother-in-law, the son of the second President of the
United States, to obtain a position in the Jefferson
administration,

Despite close ties to the Adams family, the attempt
failed, The proud and principled Adams informed Boyd that
he was unable to send a letter of recommendation to

Secretary of State James Madison in support of Boyd's

application for an appointment "as a messenger to bear

digpatches to France." The unwillingness to use his

3Tanner, "Sketch," p. 268,
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3

influence, Adams explained in a letter, was not because he
did not favor his brother-in-law, but because of his deep
political differences with the Jefferson admini‘stration.
Furthermore, a sense of propriety and a family rule,
originating with his father, prevented Adams from inter-
ferxring in political matters for friends and rele.t‘.ives.“L
Oddly enough, Boyd then wrote to Madison and recommended
himself for the position! On this matter, he wrote to
Adams: "I wrote Mr, Madison yesterday - recommending George
Boyd highly as a messenger - perhaps he may deem it pre-
= uumptuous in me to ask favors in a style so novell.."5
Failing to obtain the government position, Boyd
< ©ntinued as a merchant in Georgetown. Invoices indicate
T rat he sold a general line of merchandise, including such
items as coffee, tea, gunpowder, sugar, soap, French wine,
l‘-lmber and glass products. His business activities also
1h\101ved him in the sale of slavea.6

In addition to his occupation as a merchant, there is

> 3dence that he was involved in banking matters in the
\

o L‘John Quincy Adams to Boyd, May 14, 1808, The
Liqams Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston,
X = ssachusetts (microfilm edition at Central Michigan
X2 jversity, Mt., Pleasant) roll 135, pp. 65-66. (Hereafter
¥ae Massachusetts Historical Society will be referred to as

«
Mus,)

N 5Boyd to Adams, May 24, 1808, ibid,, roll 135, pp.
8 _100.

G 6J.A. Cassen to Boyd, July 15, 1809, Papers of
veorge Boyd, Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, Wisconsin,
<1. 1, po 5. (Hereafter the Wisconsin Historical Society

“W3X 11 be referred to as WHS.)
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L
firast decade of the nineteenth century., A letter from John

P. Van Ness, a former congressman and president of the
board of the office of discount and deposit of the Branch
Bank of the United States in Washington, D.C., to Boyd in
December, 1809, shows that Eoyd was in the employ of that
office, which received and handled public monies.7
Boyd'!s fortunes took a favorable turn in the fall of
1811 when he was chosen by Secretary of War William Eustis
to be his private secretary. He performed the same duties
for Eustis'! successor, General John Armstrong, until August,
1814, when President James Madison forced Armstrong to
resign because of military failures in the War of 1812.8
Boyd's secretarial experience probably led to his
being appointed a "bearer of dispatches" for the United
States government in August, 1814, after Armstrong's
resignation and the beginning of the peace negotiations
with the British at Ghent., As bearer of dispatches, it was
his duty to carry secret correspondence between the American
capital and the peace negotiators in France. In his letter
of special authorization and introduction to those with whom
he was to come in contact, he was described as a man ",,.of

the age of thirty-five years or thereabouts, five feet eight

inches high, florid complexion, light hair, and hazel eyes."9

Tjonn P. Van Ness to Boyd, December 19, 1809, ibid.,
vol, 1, doc, 6; also see H.W. Crew, Centennial Histo of the
City of Washington, D.C. (Dayton, Ohio: 1592), PP. 351-54.,

8

Tanner, "Sketch," p. 268,

9James Monroe, Secretary of State, to Boyd, August
11, 1814, Boyd Papers, WHS, vol. 1, docs, 7 and 8.
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5

During the course of the last half of 181l and early
1815, he diligently carried diplomatic correspondence to and
from Ghent., One of the people he came in contact with was
his brother-in-law, who was a member of the peace commission
at Ghent, along with Henry Clay, Albert Gallatin, Jonathan
Russell, and James A, Bayard. On December 16, 181l, Adams
advised Boyd, who was in Paris, that permission had been
obtained from the British Office of Admiralty for the
departure and unmolested voyage to any port of the United
States of the schooner Transit so long as it had "no other
Passengers on board, than a Bearer of dispatches from the

nl0 Boyd was to be that

American Commissioners at Ghent,
courier and on Christmas Day, 181l, he received his passport
and the information that the treaty of peace had been signed
the previous day, and that he and Christopher Hughes, Jr.,
the Secretary to the Commissioners, were to carry the treaty
as speedily as possible to America.

While in France performing his official duties Boyd
managed to transact some private business, In pursuit of
this private activity, not failing to see the advantage of
his family connections, he tried once again to use his tie
to Adams to gain special favors, On December S5 he requested

Adams' permission "to put a cargo aboard" the Transit, in

the hope that it would travel free or at low rates, thus

loAdams to Boyd, December 16, 1814, Adams Papers,



xazing him @ "l
L:erica.ll Cnee
o8 earlier w
u center 16 1.
dide british ¢
i1%e schooner,
g :.E.L‘ and

ils short s
“ormercia)
'-‘;‘.:arequest f]
< acting Secre
1:icse friend,

= tonirgaty

MY aggq

h Maren o

i, At thig

I
T of gy
1
Yooy
1
135 aﬁd&
! and ‘\'ja
. (AJ‘ls.



6

bringing him a "handsome" profit when it was sold in

11 Once again Adams failed to cooperate., Although

America.,
he had earlier wished Boyd luck with his business efforts,
on December 16 he informed him that, according to the terms
of the British travel agreement, no cargo could be carried
on the schooner.12 Boyd returned to the United States on
the Transit and soon resumed his occupation as a merchant,
His short service as a courier must have strengthened
his commercial impulse, because in late summer 1815, along
with a request for an appointment as an Indian agent from
the acting Secretary of War, William H., Crawford, who was
a close friend, he asked that a portion of the War Depart-
ment contracts for supplying the military and Indians "be
regularly assigned" to him.13 He failed in these efforts.
In March of the following year, however, Boyd tried
again, At this time he sought from Crawford a contract to
buy ten thousand stands of badly needed and highly prized
French muskets for the government at ten dollars and fifty
cents apiece.lu Having done so, Boyd quickly inquired of
John Quincy Adams, who was now serving in London as U.S.

Minister, of the feasibility of making such a purchase.

1lpoyd to Adams, December 5, 181k, ibid,, roll L42l.

12, dams to Boyd, November 14, 1814, ibid,, roll 138,
Pe 189g agd Adams to Boyd, December 16, 1814, ibid,, roll 138,
ppo 21 -l o

13Boyd to Crawford, September 12, 1815, Boyd Papers,
WHS, vol. 1, doc, 18,

1“Boyd to Adams, March 16, 1816, Adams Papers, MHS,
roll 430,
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7

Wisely, he contacted Adams to make the undertaking "less
hazardous" and to insure the betterment of his personal
fortune.15 In November of that year Adams informed Boyd
that "no arms of the description mentioned in your Letter
are to be obtained. Others might be procured, but probably
not at the prices and for the qualities which would suit
your purpose."16 Before this disheartening news reached
Boyd, he had signed a contract with the Ordnance Department
to go to Europe to purchase arms and other related items,

In late 1816 and early 1817 he was in Europe making
the desired acquisitions. Besides the arms, he was also to
procure tools and other materials for federal armories, a
million and a half musket flints, a half million rifle
flints, and a quarter million pistol flints. The arms were
"to be of the best french pattern of the American calibre...,"
while the flints were to be of the "best kind and quality,"
and delivered in perfectly good order and condition.17 In
addition, the War Department wanted him to procure the
latest edition of the French Encyclopaedia, maps of France

and Europe, and a collection of the best works on assorted

military subjects, For this collection of books and maps,

15Ipid,

16Adams to Boyd, November 13, 1816, ibid,, roll

"“3)40

17Contract between Boyd and the Ordnance Depart-
ment, October 1, 1816, Boyd Papers, WHS, vol. 1, doc. 19,
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8

he was instructed to spend not more than twelve hundred
dollars.18
In addition to the contract responsibilities for the
War Department, Boyd was also an agent for the Commissioner
of Public Buildings and was commissioned to acquire various
items, such as carpets, pulleys, locks, hinges, knobs, bolts,
door plates, and screws for federal buildings in Washington.19
In late December, Boyd informed the Ordnance Depart-
ment that he found it impossible to negotiate the purchase
of the maps and charts desired because of the "enormous"
costs, He reported that he had concluded the purchase of
the tools for the armories and was now completing the
acquisition of other items. He asked for further instructions

about the muskets desiredozo

This request suggested that he
was having trouble fulfilling the contract requirements for
the arms. This was made clear in May, 1817, when the
government terminated the contract,

The termination of the contract hit him rather hard --

particularly so in view of the depressed economic condition

lawilliam H, Crawford to boyd, October 9, 1816,

jbjd,, vol. 1, doc. 21; George Graham, acting Secretary of
War for Crawford, to Boyd, October 26, 1816, ibid,, doc. 24;
for the 1list of works to be procured see ibid.,, docs. 39 and

4o.

19Invoice from the Commissioner of Public Build-
ings to Boyd, January 1, 1817, ibid,, vol. 1, doc. 28; also
see Boyd to Baring Bros., & Co., London, January 25, 1617,
ibid.,, docs. 30 and 31; and Broom, Harris & Co., London, to
Boyd, February 15, 1817, ibid,, doc. 35.

2Oboyd to Commanding Officer, Ordnance Department,
December 22, 1816, ibid., vol. 1, doc. 25.
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9

of the nation at the time. Boyd's economic situation was
expressed in a letter which he wrote from Washington to a
mercantile source in Paris:

The times are miserable here - and the

demand, or rather outcry, on account

of the scarcity of money, unparalleled,

I have not sold 200 dollars worth of

any of the goods ordered from France

on any arms account - however I am in

hopes that the times will mend before

long.2l
The times did not mend; the long depression made matters
worse for him,

In July, 1818, he sought to reopen the matter and
obtain a just redress of what he thought was an arbitrary
decision on the part of the War and Treasury departments.
He questioned the logic and fairness of his contract which,
with its "guarded phraseology," made him fall victim to
the proviso that "the arms should be received and approved"
before his drafts for the weaponas were accepted. DBecause
of this proviso, he had experienced heavy losses which, he
declared, he would "not tamely bear,"22

The reopening of the matter led the head of the
Ordnance Department, Decious Wadasworth, to explain to the
Secretary of War, John C. Calhoun, the reason the contract
had been terminated. He wrote that Boyd's sample arm had

been stripped and critically examined, and that it appeared

21Boyd to Thomas W. Storrow, Paris, July 25, 1817,

ibid., vol. 1, doc. 36.

22p5yd to Wadsworth, July 11, 1818, ibid,, vol. 1,
doc. 47
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to be a musket "made up of detached limbs taken from old or
damaged arms." He also told Calhoun that with the American
military possessing too many arms of this type he could not
"recommend the purchasing of arms of that Description at
any Price.“23 Although there was some speculation that
politics had entered the matter,zu Wadsworth's explanation
was probably the true one,

Recognizing Boyd's dismal economic position, Wadsworth
made two attempts within a week after his letter to Calhoun
to get Boyd another arms commission., He argued that the
national supply of small arms was scanty and that unless
some were obtained the national armories and state militias
would be crippled. He recommended Boyd as the government
agent to go to France to purchase the needed firearms;
because the present contract with Boyd had worked out un-
favorably, he thought that the United States government was
obligated to "come into some arrangement with him satisfactory
to all parties."25 Wadsworth's suggestions did not find
approval and were quietly shelved as funds were short and

retrenchment in effect,

23wadsworth to Calhoun, July 16, 1618, The Papers
of John C, Calhoun, W, Edwin Hemphill, ed., vol,

(Columbia, S.C.: 1969), pp. 389-90., See also William H.

Crawfﬁrd to Boyd, May 18, 1818, Boyd Papers, WHS, vol, 1,
doc. 2o

ZhTanner, "Sketch," pp. 267-68,

25Hadsworth to Calhoun, July 20 and 23, 1818,
Papers of John C. Calhoun, vol. II, pp. 408-09, and 421,
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Meanwhile Boyd's family connections apparently worked
to his advantage and helped ease his difficulty. A letter
from Secretary Calhoun to President James Monroe clearly
reflected the situation: "I had previously directed the
settlement to be made with Mr., Boyd on the most liberal

n2b No

terms; much more so in fact, than what he merits,
matter how powerful his ties, his debts could not be
eradicated completely,

Boyd's position worsened when French merchants brought
a suit against him for about twenty thousand francs --
about four thousand dollars =-- for the unsettled accounts
of arms purchased from them and not paid for in full.27
The French debt plagued him for years. During his stay in
the Washington area in early 1820, while on official leave
of absence from his Indian agency, for the purpose of moving
his family west, he faced the humiliating experience of
being arrested by his French creditors., To break their
legal hold he had to surrender everything he owned to them.
Even then he was still indebted to them. As late as 1829

a son of one of the Paris merchants wrote him of indebtedness

4

26Galhoun to Monroe, September L, 1818, ibid.,
vol. III, p. 101.

2Twilliem Hickey to Boyd, April 8, 1819, Boyd
Papers, WHS, vol, 1, doc. 55; Hickey was Boyd's agent in
Washington.
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to his late father for over nine thousand francs,28 which

was about eighteen hundred dollars, There is no evidence
that this debt was ever settled,

Boyd's contract difficulties with the government
persisted until the mid-1820's -- by which time he had been
an Indian agent for over five years, This difficulty brought
him a great deal of concern and embarrassment, Furthermore,
it provided a strong distraction from his work as an agent.

During the early twenties there existed a running
argument between him and the federal government over the
arms contract., As of February, 1821, the government
claimed that he still owed over six thousand dollars for
drafts he had made for the purchases, which had been re-
deemed by the government, and for which it demanded re-
payment. Boyd, on the other hand, had a counterclaim
against the government for over twelve and a half thousand
dollars for his expenses and unredeemed drafts.29 During

these first few years the situation lingered in an

28Boyd, King George County, Va., "Private" letter
to Calhoun, March 20, 1820, Papers of John C, Calhoun, vol.
IV, pp. 722=3; and E, Chauvin %o Boyd, March 26, 1829, Boyd
Papers, WHS, vol, 3, doc., 76. The estimation of Boyd's
debts in dollars was made from figures obtained from Albert
Gallatin to John Q. Adams, Paris, July 31, 1820, The Writings
of Albert Gallatin, ed, by Henry Adams, vol, II (New York:
1960 reprint), p. 159. 1In this letter Gallatin states that
107 francs were worth a little more than $20; the franc was

worth approximately 19 cents, but I have taken the liberty
to round off its value at 20 cents,

29Peter Hagner, Third Auditor, Treasury Department,
to Boyd, October 13, 1819, Boyd Papers, WHS, vol., 1, doc. 75;
and Boyd's Statement of Accounts between the U.S. Government
and himself, February 24, 1821, ibid,, vol. 2, doc. 5.
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investigation stage as there was a search for some of the
original arms and the accompanying original invoices., This
was a confusing and frustrating period for Boyd, who,
hundreds of miles from the seat of the federal government
and the investigation, had to plead his case through the
mails with little concrete evidence to substantiate it., 1In
the summer of 1823 the case began to move from the inquiry
stage to that of a threatened court suit against him. But
Boyd effectively thwarted the court action by demanding a
delay in order to gather more information., At this time
the government'!s claim against him was for about twenty-
three hundred dollars, while he doggedly claimed eleven and
a half thousand dollars.30 The case continued until the
spring of 1825 when his contract account was finally
settled, but in the meantime other developments arose out
of the difficulty.

When the government sought in 1821-1822 to settle the
accounts of the disputed arms contract through the sale of
the arms and putting the sales returns to his credit, Boyd
came up with an alternative course of action, Disturbed
that the government had condemned his contracted items and
was selling them too cheaply, he suggested that the arms be
sent at his expense to Mackinac, where he could obtain a

better price for them from the Indians., In turn, he could

30Boyd to Cass, August 15, 1823, ibid,, vol. 2,
doc, 48; and Boyd's claims against the U,S, Government,
October 8, 1822, ibid,, doc. 37.
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1l

more easily pay the claims against him.31

Boyd did not stop there, In a letter written in July,
1822, he requested Lewis Cass, the Governor of Michigan
Territory and the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the
upper Great Lakes region, to use his influence to obtain
permission to purchase two hundred and seventy stands of
rifles from him, provided they were not in poor or rusted
condition, to be used as presents to the Indians from the

32

government, This proposal never came to fruition,

In the meantime, Boyd used his friendship with Ramsey
Crooks, who was the head representative of the American Fur
Company for the upper Great Lakes area, to get the company
to ship arms and other goods to him in the spring and
summer of 1823, Not only did the American Fur Company send
his goods to him along with their own goods, and at the same
freight rates, but it also helped him sell some of the
merchandise when it came into their hands in New York City.33

The company, owned by John Jacob Astor, went one step
further once the remaining goods arrived in the West, In
the summer of 1823 it bought the guns from Boyd and sent
them to its agent at Prairie du Chien, who disposed of them

to the Indians, Furthermore, two agents of the Astor company,

31Boyd to William Lee, Second Auditor, Treasury

Department, May 11, 1822, ibid,, vol. 2, doc, 26,
3%Boyd to Cass, July 8, 1822, ibid,, vol. 2, doc. 27.
33crooks to Boyd, April 10 and 21, 1823, ibid,, vol.

2, docs, 4)} and 45; and John J, Astor & Son, New York, to
Boyd, August 20, 1823, ibid,, doc. 71.
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Robert Stuart and Joseph Rolette, certified that the guns
were of "good quality," at least as good "as guns imported
for the Indians in 1815 and 1816."3u Such actions greatly
aided Boyd financially, and perhaps would help dispose him
to treat the Astor company more favorably. And the sworn
statements of Stuart and Rolette must have satisfied him
immeasureably, because they served to vindicate his
contract role and discredit the government at the same time,
When the contract dispute began in 1817 Boyd's
personal situation was quite tense, Soon after the contract
was terminated, however, he became chief of the Pension
Office in the War Department in charge of three clerks,
His job, for which he earned eight hundred dollars a year,
was not difficult, although the number of applications for

military pensions made it demanding.35

He ran into trouble,
however, when he imposed a rule requiring applicants to
submit two sworn affidavits verifying their military
service, if their names did not appear on the official
muster rolls. In this zealous attempt to guard against
fraud and pension abuse, Boyd created, in the opinion of

Secretary Calhoun, a troublesome and time-consuming

3bp111 of Sale, August L, 1826, ibid,, vol. 2,
doc. 94, and sworn statement by Joseph Rolette, August i,
1826, ibid,, doc. 95. The bill of sale and sworn state-
ments were made before Judge James D, Doty certifying the
purchase of the guns by the American Fur Company from Boyd
in the summer of 1823,

35papers of John C. Calhoun, vol. II, p. 113. See
also Boyd to Henry Clay, August 30, lél?, The Papers of
Henr§ Clay, James F., Hopkins, ed., vol, II (Lexington, Ky.:
1959 s Po 3750
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procedure which slowed the administrative machinery. This
angered the ambitious Calhoun, who had not been properly
informed of the initiation of the rule,36 The friction
developing between the two men, combined with Boyd's fail-
ure to terminate successfully the contract matter,
triggered Boyd's quick temper, and he suddenly quit his
position on July 2L, 1818.37 He formally submitted his
resignation on the twelfth of August.38
Despite his rash actions, Boyd was soon to resume his
service with the federal govermnment. On August 13, he was
sent official notification that he had been, "with the
aﬁﬁrobation of the President of the United States,"
appointed Indian agent at Michilimackinac with an annual
compensation of fourteen hundred dollars. Meanwhile,
awaiting Senate confirmation, he was to post bond with two
sureties.39
The speed with which Boyd acquired another government
position on the heels of his departure from the Pension

Office suggests that political influences were at work for
him, During his service with the federal government he had

36Calhoun to Thomas R, Peters, August 3, 1818, and
Calhoun to Samuel Smith, September 23, 1818, Papers of John
C, Calhoun, vol, III, pp. 7, and 154=-55,

3TBoyd to Calhoun, August 12, 1818, ibid,, vol.
III, p. 25.
381pid,

39calhoun to Boyd, August 13, 1818, ibid,, vol.
III, pp. 27-8.
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17
gained many notable and influential friends, who in an hour
of need gave him a new lease on life, even if his appoint-
ment carried him a thousand miles from what he knew and
cherished, The role of his brother-in-law, however, must
not be stressed since Adams consistently followed the rule
of not doing any political favors for any friends or
relatives regardless of the circumstances, The circumstances
became quite complicated for the Adams' rule in 1818 when
Boyd, after losing the arms contract, resigned "in a moment
of anguish" his position as head of the Pension Office;uo and
while Adams adhered to the family rule, his wife, Louisa,
thinking of her sister and the Boyd children, risked the ire
of her husband by penning a compassionate letter to President
Monroe imploring his assistance.ul The letter, however, was
written a few days after Boyd had received notification of
his appointment, Unaware of the appointment, Monroe quickly
wrote to Calhoun asking him to do what he could for Boyd,
Calhoun replied that Boyd had already received an appointment
as an agent in spite of his contract problems and irrational
resignation., In this letter Calhoun also indicated why Boyd
had received the appointment, He wrote that he treated Boyd
"with more kindness than he deserved," because of "his

nls2

connexions,

uoLguisa Adams to President Monroe, August 17, 1818,
Dorothie Bobbe, Mr, & Mrs, John Quincy Adams: An Adventure in
Patriotism (New Yorks 1930), p. 210,
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