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ABSTRACT
THE INTERPERSONAL DIMENSIONS OF CROSS=CULTURAL RELATIONS:
INDIAN-WESTERN MARRIAGES IN INDIA
By
Ann Baker Cottrell

A significant characteristic of the modern world is the high
degree of interdependence between societies. Although this inter-
dependence is well documented, little is known regarding the complex
networks of individuals and social systems which mediate between
societies, or of the cultures in which they operate., The present
study views the cross-culturally married, Indian-Western couples
specifically, as one kind of link between societies. Some studies
have been dane of persons bridging societies in formal representa-
tional roles, e.g. diplomats, missionaries, scholars, To this
knowledge, the study of cross-cultural couples adds the dimension
of highly personalized cross-cultural role relationships,

Data for this exploratory study were collected between 1964
and 1966 in five major Indian cities as well as smaller cities and
toms, In-depth interviews were conducted with 93 Indian husbands
and Western wives and twenty Western husbands and Indian wives,
Subjects were selected according to length of marriage in India,
Indian pertner's religion, Western partner's nationality, husband's
field of occupation, and place of residence. The major areas
explored, around which the chapters are organized, include:

1) social histories and present social status, 2) patterns of
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2 Ann Baker Cottrell

linkage-~occupational, social and voluntary, and 3) the linkage
process--factors facilitating or inhibiting interaction with Indians
and Westerners in India. The final chapter compares the linkage
role of Indian-Western couples with those of Western-educated
Indiens and with Americans employed as representatives of their
society in India.

The majority of all but the Western wives were involved cross-
culturally prior to marriage., For some who married within their
om bi-national or transnational community, primarily Western husbands
and Indien wives, this international marriage is less exogamous than
an intrenational marriage might be. Indian partners are from high
status femilies with regard to class and caste; Western partners
are from average and above average status families. The couples
themselves are urban and generally high status. The husbands,
typically, are professionals, officials, or executives.

Nearly all of the couples associate with both Indians and
Westerners in India and maintain contacts in Western nations., Place
of residence and income are the most important variables affecting
association with Westerners. Most couples know other Indian-
Western couples but do not participate in groups of mixed couples.

Western husbands and Indian wives are more likely to be integrated
into Western communities in India, more likely to be in third culture
occupations, and thus generally more likely than the others to be
sustaining established cross-cultural linkages, The majority of

Indian husband couples are involved with some established linking
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3 Ann Baker Cottrell

system in at least one role, but are not as highly integrated.
All couples activate latent linkages in association with Indians
and Westerners who are modern and therefore participate in an
ecumenical culture but who have not been involved personally or have
not maintained cross-cultural bonds established earlier, This is
the predominant linkage pattern for Indian husband couples who
associate primarily with modern Indians. A smaller proportion of
the couples, mainly Indian husbands and Western wives, initiate
new links with traditional Indians, Western wives have a particularly
great potential for initiating linkages because they are most likely
to associate with traditional women. Western wives are also notable
in that they are most likely to perceive difficulties interacting
with both Indians and Westerners in India, The marriages are
generally thought to facilitate linkage in other roles,

While most respondents do not reject national heritage,
nationality and religion are not especially salient parts of the
subjects' social identities. More commonly their statements

reflect broader social identities,



INTERPERSONAL DIMENSIONS OF CROSS-CULTURAL RELATIONS:
INDIAN-WESTERN MARRIAGES IN INDIA

By
Ann Baker Cottrell

A THESIS
Submitted to
Michigan State University
in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Department of Sociology

1970




Copyright by
ANN BAKER COTTIRELL

1970



To Don

ii



N

% e chair=an of =y
3X kB Useen, I
sny fr trelr comaletc
iy, et for the tes
e Sev have gives
R far xve to the
ol 2 comittee me
9 9wis i Indiy were ¢
In el Tesearch,

s ingy

Yenefy:
Ry, Rimtisey, hox;
}«".'L'ih, h. helm L.,
Titry: :cm:

k O, Joans
BT iph Mehey
I

e,
A?t'.'aright T g,
S

‘lf& t:\e fl!ld re




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

To the chairman of my Ph,D. committee, Dr. John Useem, and
to Dr, Ruth Hill Useem, I wish to express the deepest gratitude
not only for their complete dedication to all stages and phases of
this study, but for the ten years of support, encouragement and
stimulation they have given me. Dr. Charles P. Loomis has also
contributed far more to the development of this sociologist than is
expected of a committee member. The long discussions with Dr. and
Mrs, Loomis in India were especially beneficial in the early stages
of this field research,

This study has benefitted from the comments and ideas of many
social scientists, Among these are Dr. and Mrs. Mahadev Apte,

Dr, Jay Artis, Dr, Helen Ullrich Baylis, James Bjorkman, Dr.
Margaret Cormack, Dr, Joann Delora, Dr, Irawati Karve, Dr. Robert
D, Meade, Dr. Ralph Nicholas, Dr, Baldev Sharma, and Dr, David
Winter,

A Fulbright grant from the United States Education Foundation
in India made the field research in India possible, and a summer
grant from the National Science Foundation permitted me to attend
the Midwest Universities Institute for Cross-Cultural Research

and Training in Sociology for which part of the dissertation was
Presented as a paper.

114



wpitstions 832 {ndivis
< K Bicksan, Wl=a
e ool Bit Lianey, Y2
s, Vg Van Sooten,
s, ecm College, ani

wlislaxcssitle to aceq
g, Jo, for his suppor
Lz, @ special word of

X ese cocperation th




Institutions and individuals who provided technical help
include Alve Erickson, Wilma Hahn, Shirley Kanter, Youngin Ko,
Roberta Leroi, Kit Linney, Margaret Mehta, Linda Moffet, Cathy
Trimble, Nancy Van Nooten, The American Institute of Indian
Studies, Deccan College, and the Indo~American Society of Calcutta,

It is impossible to adequately express my gratitude to my
husband, Don, for his support both moral and technical, In
addition, a special word of thanks is due the Indian~Western couples

without whose cooperation this study could not have been done.

iv



(2]
s

-
X

w3, T

Secretizal Dell:

lesearch Jesim
Final NCl€ieeen,
FIL, FIeaUus:
#o Varries Crc.
tat Beorases
e Process c¢
Zesent Social |
s"m‘.lo...'
LT STATIOAAL TA

‘xscioys ke

‘e icus Llnka'

%cial Linkage:

ae:‘:imship 3,
€2 Mixed Soer
ﬂl‘ia‘.‘.les.... .

3

Sxazy Note,,

R Llxasz o

h-ser‘ctim vi

Dere are 7
:nte:ac:i

?ac:m’l Fac

p‘r‘mge in g

TN




CHAPTRR I,

CHAPTRR 1I,

CHAPTER III,

CHAPTRR IV,

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE THEORY AND METHOD OF THE STUDYeeeececcccccccccscccncl
Theoretical Delineatim...........................ouul
Research Design and ProcessSceeccceccccscccccccscsccscscell

nnal Noteoooooooooooooooooooooo.00000000000000000000034

THE SUBJECTS: PERSONAL HISTORIES AND PRESENT STATUS.35
Who Marries Cross=Culturally?ececceccccescscccccccccseeldd
What Bncourages Cross=-Cultural Marriages?.ccecececcccece36
The Process of Meeting and Marryingecececccccccccecccese88
Present Social PositioNeseescssceccssescsosccccossccesed

m‘ry.......0........0.....0'...0............00....103

BEHAVIORAL PATTERNS OF LINKAGE.eeeececccscccsccoceesl0S
Conscious Linkage Through Occupationeeececcccoccecsceesl0b
Conscious Linkage Through Voluntary Activityeeeeoseseolll
Social LinkageSecececcoccscscecscesccccsssccocccscceeel28

Relationship Between Involvement in Indian, Western
and Mixed Social Systems and Additional Independent

variables............0.0........O....‘...............149

Sumary NOt@ecsooeoscssscvescscocccsccesscscosncccceeel?8

THE LINKAGE PROCESSececovscocsococcosescoscsccscssssl80

Interaction with IndianScecececoscocscccecceccsccccsessl80
There are Indians and Then There are Indians..ce..180
Interaction with Indians: Inhibiting Factors.e.e.185
Factors Facilitating Interaction with Indians.....204
Change in Ease of Association with IndiansS.cceee+¢206
The Process of Interaction with Indians: An

overviw........0.....0.................00...0....218

Interaction with Westerner8ecccccccsscceccscoscoccccce2l?
Communal Differences Affect Western Attitudes

in India.........................o................219



RS

.
U ng

'5-\‘ :x

Tactors Cisc
factors Faci .
Interaction h
e Partner's I
vith Westermerss

A lsactions: T

LTTASE RO

:"E -at [ ol

T WISTEEN R:
DI Seeecnne .
Tneracteristice

loparison cf W
'*Ste:?l Re?rCSQ

Litaa-destern |

e I=pcra: ce
:Jl:‘xal Lln-‘s ]

Tinal Nete, .,

uo§oo.o.......

““‘,.‘

"*-qs.'& :&-

59 8Ty




CHAPTER V,

Factors Discouraging Interaction with Westernerse.ee.228
Factors Facilitating Interaction with Westerners.....246
Interaction with Westerners: An OverviewWeecececcecsoeee250

The Partner?s Effect on Interaction with Indians and
w‘th *Stemers.ﬂ.....................O................OzSI

A Reactiont The Mixed Couples GrouPecccscecccccccecccse2dS

THE LINKAGE ROLE OF INDIAN-WESTERN COUPLES COMPARED
WITH WESTERN REPRESENTATIVES AND WESTERN=-EDUCATED

INDWS.........O......Q..............0'........0...0.0.263

Characteristics Shared by All Three GroupSeccccceccccese263

Comparison of Westerners Married to Indians and
Western Representatives In Indi@cecccecccecosscseconncee2’2

Indian-Western Couples and Western-Educated Indians
Interaction with Indiansooooooooooooooooooooooooo0000000285

The Importance of Indian-Western Couples as Cross-
Cultural Links..........................................291

Final NOteoooooooooooooooooocoooocoooooooooooooo.oooooo0296

BIBLIOW...........Q.......Q...........QQOOQQOQ......'.0‘.......299

APPENDIX A3

APPENDIX B

ADDInONAL ML“..0.....‘.00.0.......0..0.......000000303

INTRVIEW meJLE.. 000...'........0..........0...Q..Qi3m

vi



)
La

"

0

TSRTOTON 0F WEST

cecmpeniamay s m eime
WAV TN (F D20

' mcsmpeniimman: -

PES

- N

,ro
n.‘riu’- N T [ YV

B o

ve'00s00000000000

N
vat AL
SNt AT g -

e As L.

AL JISRIT

o

o
. .r Vel 1)

A I Y]

E‘

DA NIz
b 1. | PRAIRS A
omhuouuonnoo
AU ISR 34 Kby
bR

C)
'“.lou.....

"Q‘! C" v S “al
R e DG g

» VK AR A |

-«
Y] A0 :J.
calhp



TABLE

1,
2.
3.

4,

e

6.

7o

10,

11,

12,

13,

LIST OF TABLES

PAGE
DISTRIBUTION OF WESTERN PARTNERS ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY,..e45
DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN PARTNERS ACCORDING TO RELIGION,e¢eesseeb5

DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN PARTNERS ACCORDING TO REGION OF

oRIGm..O..O...Q...O...O...........O....0.0......0....00..0..47

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SUBJECTS' CROSS-CULTURAL
INVOLVEMENT AT ™HE TIME OF MEETING PARTNERS ACCORDING TO
Ym OF MEETING...Q.......Q..................................69

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF CULTURAL ORIENTATION WHEN SUBJECTS
MET THEIR PARTNERS ACCORDING TO SEX AND NATIONALITY OF SPOUSE

'o'o‘o'otoo'oioo.ooooooooooooo-ooooooooooooooooooooo0000000000000074

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COUPLES ACCORDING TO CITY OF

Rmmmcs.‘...‘..........‘.....000....O....0.....0.0........093

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COUPLES ACCORDING TO AREA OF
Rmpmcz mmm A ctn...........'........Q.........‘.......%

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS' LEVEL OF OCCUPATION
MCORDmG m sEx AND NATIONALITY OF PMmm.........'......'.gg

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENT*S OCCUPATIONAL FIELD
ACCORDING TO SEX AND NATIONALITY OF PARTNER.cecocccccccccoeelOl

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS GLVEN FOR DIFFICULTY OF
MEETING OR ASSOCIATING WITH INDIANS ACCORDING TO SEX AND
NAmNALIH OF QOUSE................‘.....00...............186

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS GIVEN FOR EASE OF
MEETING OR INTERACTING WITH INDIANS ACCORDING TO SEX AND
NAmNALITY OF smusz...........Q.................‘.........205

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF STATEMENTS REFLECTING CHANGE IN
EASE OF MEETING OR ASSOCIATING WITH INDIANS ACCORDING TO
sm AND NATIONALI“ 0? smusgoo-oooooooo00000000000000000000209

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS GIVEN FOR DIFFICULTY OF

MEETING OR ASSOCIATING WITH WESTERNERS IN INDIA ACCORDING
m sn AND NAHONALIH OF smuszoooooooo-o-00000000000000000229

vil



1."_!

— 7z
TEIDVASE DISRIZ-

g W WESTR
WSNALITY CF §ACT.
_..gn:z L3 d e D&

e e~ -
tie - -

T IETNG CROASCC

TS AD KATIONAL
& FRIDVASE ZISTRIET
WIACECN EAST CF
KILDT T SEX AN

LORIDASE DISTE

YZRIASE N EASE

DDA 2V §EX AN
a

bl ~p ~Am -
S TAID ity <! R;S. 1
FOTIAN-ES Ty ~

N}
an
)
>
J
P
>
b

25X 07wz pns
bR N = <
.&.5..&,.2 DZS:::.

b Ywma

" “;Z\:A‘;E DY@~
- *; - e
e SJHiz

&, _:7:.“‘._
:?:;s.A:! DISE‘:--
O S
i -

LI P
."\‘\~ :2
My .\':ED‘S:RIB
I .."..
: ._:?:-.\ .
SR A
. ATP =
).Az AS - .,,:S?‘z}
< Dp ~
~ S0P v
AT ~"1 C~
R ?;_,32235-~ .
’-‘;E" v~
LN '-A'E -
BRI -
-~ P
iy o8 Doy ‘
R I U



TABLE PAGE

14,

15,

16.

17,

18,

A-1,

A-2,

A-3,

A4,

A-5,

A-6,

A-7,

A8,

A-9,

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS GIVEN FOR EASE OF ASSO-
CIATING WITH WESTERNERS IN INDIA ACCORDING TO SEX AND
MnoNALIw OF smusx............‘..OOOO..................0.....247

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMBMTS REFLECTING CHANGE IN EASE
OF MEETING OR ASSOCIATING WITH WESTERNERS IN INDIA ACCORDING
m sgx AND Mnomn OF smusg..............0..00....0........249

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMENTS REFLECTING EFFECT OF
MARRIAGE ON EASE OF ASSOCIATION WITH OWN NATIONALITY IN INDIA
ACCORDING m su MD NAnoN“Iﬂ OF smusz.......‘...‘....‘.....251

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMENTS REFLECTING EFFECT OF
MARRIAGE ON EASE OF ASSOCIATION WITH PARINER'S NATIONALITY
IN INDIA BY SEX AND NATIONALITY OF SPOUSEeeeecececccccssccccsssee2d2

PERCENTAGE OF RESPFONDENTS PARTICIPATING IN A SOCIAL NETWORK
OF INDIAN-WESTERN COUPLES AT ANY TIME SINCE MARRIAGE IN INDIA
BY sgx AND NATIONALIR OF smusz....0.'.....C.........00..00....258

LENGTH OF MARRIAGE IN INDIA BY NATIONALITY OF FOREIGN PARINER:
Pmmmcz DIsmIBUTIONooooooooooooooooooooo.ooooooooooooooooooo”3

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO FATHER'S

occupAnON...Q..0..0....0‘.00....0...00...00........0.......0...303

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO

mn.....0...00000......0....0...'...00‘..000000000000000000000304

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO LEVEL OF
EDUCATIONAL Mulwmmr...0..0.0...............00.0.0..0...0....304

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN PARTINERS ACCORDING TO FAMILY

npx......‘........0.....00....0.C.O‘.......'0000000000000000000305

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WESTERN PARTNERS ACCORDING TO

quy HPBQ....0....0.........0.......0.O..00....00...0.......0306

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESFONDENTS ACCORDING T0 EMOTIONAL
smm AT mg 0? mmz..........0..‘...0..................0..306

LEVEL OF CROSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCE BY PERIOD IN WHICH COUPLES
MBT: mcmTAGE DISmIBuTION.................‘.............‘...307

LEVEL OF INDIAN PARTNER'S CROSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCE BEFORE
MARRIAGE BY INDIAN RELIGION: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION..ceeseooses308

viii



e,

il

TIRN PART
, \7E. CF VES

~ AT ORISR ND D

3TERT VARRIAGE 3Y ":
ST weaees

TEAL RIDATICN
Mg ey

[ LR

JTALD LIST CF RES

‘\:'jis)oooooooo.-'o

BINTLPRISK .\‘.‘»:‘?-
LAY IS Tw:

Tmay EXATION

NI Oy

RESECNT D
X

AR TR vy

PRINT o RESEONT
W unon

BT op RESKNS:
A s g5t
PR op REsxag
CINN wy oy Ax;



TABLE

A= 100

A'll.

A-12,
A-13.

A= ll‘.

A'.IS.

A-16,

A'l’.

A-18,

A‘190

A-20,

A-21,

A~-22,

A-23,

A- 260

A=25,

PAGE

LEVEL OF WESTERN PARTNER'S CROSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCE
BEFORE MARRIAGE BY WESTERN NATIONALITY: PERCENTAGE
DIsmIBUﬂON.................................................308

CULTURAL ORIENTATION OF RESPONDENTS BY PERIOD IN WHICH
THEY MET THEIR PARINERS: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONecececeeeeee309

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COUPLES ACCORDING TO HOW THEY MET.310

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESFONDENTS ACCORDING TO PARENTS'®
RmTION m mE WIAGE.............‘....................C..Slo

DETAILED LIST OF RESPONDENTS' FIELDS OF OCCUPATION (IN

mns)...................00..0...O...........0..........0..311

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS IN EACH OCCUPATIONAL FIELD WHOSE
OCCUPATION IS THIRD CULTURALcceccceccccscrcssccccccsscssceceellld

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO MENTION ENGAGING IN SOME
VOLUNTARY EDUCATIONAL LINKAGE ACTIVITY BY SEX AND NATIONALITY

.......0...0......0.0.....0.....0..0..‘..00...0.....'0.....0.314

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION GIVING SPEECHES ABOUT
INDIA OR THE WEST BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.coceececccccscscccselléd

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO MENTION WRITING BOOKS BY SEX
mD annlu....‘.....O.............0.'.....0.............314

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION TEACHING INDIA ABOUT
WEST AND WEST ABOUT INDIA BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.eeeccesccece3ld

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO MENTION SOME IN TERPERSONAL
mnvrn BY sxx MD NAHONALIH........Q...............O.....315

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION HELPING WESTERNERS
ADJUST IN INDIA BY SEX AND NATIONALITYeececcscecccccccccccceelll

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO MENTION MAKING A FOINT OF
INVITING MIXED GROUPS BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.¢ ceccvccccccscee3ls

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION HELPING OTHER MIXED
coum BY sgx AND Mno"m“.............Q...O.Q.....0‘....316

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION SOME ACTIVITY DESIGNED
m an INDIA BY snx mD NAmwu..............00000000000316

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION INTRODUCING CHANGE,
SETTING EXAMPLE OF WESTERN WAYS BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.ceeee+316

ix



|
\,
\

| R

il
5 TN OF RESKNSDY.
"3 SEAND AT

. PBCENT CF RESECNCEN T

VX DOIA AD THE

5, R O ASKNCEN ]
" ZSRNES 3 STX AN

ri, IBIDT CF RISKONDDY
QTUNS BY SIX AND M4

ri, FECAUGE DIS‘JIIE'.‘TI,
IZATIVE ACNT CF 7
»'3 MZC’MLI'H.. (XX
[

3

ADAGE JISR12TT]
ILATVE ACDNT OF
B Maeauy,,, .

Fu NG QISR
ATV ANt CF -
RS MY N NAT

TN prgmuae
ILATVE AeoNt or
XPIS 3 sry axs

el TR

2y 5P
f_g}} g

Y SEx 2

. ED
ey



6'26.

A-27,

A- 280

A’290

A-30,

A'31.

A-32.

A.33.

A-34,

A-35,

A"36.

A‘37o

A-38,

A'390

A"‘o .

A"bl .

A'42.

PAGE

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO MENTION OTHER WAYS OF HELPING
INDIA BY su mD mmNALIn..........I........00000000000000316

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO THINK OF THEMSELVES AS LINKS
BETWEEN INDIA AND THE WEST BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.eecseeeeeee3l?

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO EXPLAIN/DEFEND INDIA T0
mrmms BY s!x MD NAHONALIH.........0000000000000000000317

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO EXPLAIN/DEFEND THE WEST T0
INDWS BY sxx MD NAnoNALIH.............0.0000000000000000317

PERCEN TAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO
RELATIVE AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT IN ALL INDIAN GROUPS BY SEX
MD Mnmmw‘............'....‘..........Q................318

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESFONDENTS ACCORDING TO
RELATIVE AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT IN ALL WESTERN GROUPS BY SEX
mD NATIONALI“.................Q....0.......................318

PERCEN TAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESFONDENTS ACCORDING TO
RELATIVE AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT IN GROUPS OF MIXED NATIONALI-
nm BY snx mn NATIOMITYQ..ocooooooooooouoooooooooooooo000319

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO
RELATIVE AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT IN GROUPS OF INDIAN=-WESTERN
wums BY SEx AND NAnmALIm...O..OQ..OO'....0.....0.......319

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO PARTICIPATE IN SOME ALL INDIAN
SOCIAL NETWORK (EXCLUDING FAMILY) BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.se..320

PERCENT OF RESPONDING SAMPLE IN SPECIFIC INDIAN SOCIAL

NEMRKS.. ..O..........O.....QO.............0...0..00.....00.320

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS PARTICIPATING IN SOME ALL WESTERN
wcm szx BY sxx mD NATIONALI“‘.....Q.‘............0..321

PERCENT OF TOTAL RESPONDING SAMPLE IN SPECIFIC ALL WESTERN
Nmus BY ssx MD NAnONALIn.................‘....0.0...0.321

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS PARTICIPATING IN SOME MIXED NATIONAL-
ITY SOCIAL NETWORK BY SEX AND NATIONALITY:c ecccseccecscsocsce32l

PERCENT OF TOTAL RESPONDING SAMPLE IN SPECIFIC MIXED
Mnomlﬂ mcm Nmax..0'0....00.......0..0.....0..00000322

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS PARTICIPATING IN SOME MIXED COMMUNAL
SOCIAL NETWORK (INDIAN-WESTERN COUPLES OR ANGLO INDIANS) BY
su mD NATIONALI“...O....Q‘................................322

PERCENT OF TOTAL RESPONDING SAMPLE IN SPECIFIC MIXED
cm“ mm Nnmus...‘...............C.................323

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS' CLOSE FRIENDS WHO

ARE INDIAN, WESTERN, AND INDIAN-WESTERN COUPLES ACCORDING

m cwns MOUGH mlca mn MET......0.........‘..........323
X



il

o ’\mto)
1, IS VITESuuee
f, WESTIRN EUSEANTS.
D. mm U';V?.S..- o

PRINT OF CLOSEST I
XX VIVES AND FCR

x

re, MBINTACE DISTRIZUT
MIIONALITY 3Y SZX A

w, PEINT OF RESXNCD
UTN (REGARDLESS ¢

MOTRINT (F THOSE R e

MDD AT LEAST CAE
MICKALL 7Y

440000000

NI CF THOSE B e
SATnsT ong i
UINALIY CF Resa

L

;n:m CP TCse 1;

'A: S . . -
v o LUAST CNz g s

k3,



A-42,

A'43.

A-U4,

A.“s °

A=46,

A-47,

A"ﬁs.

A‘&9.

A-50,

A-SIQ

A-52,

A‘53.

A-54,

A-=55,

PAGE

(cmt.)

A. mDm HUSBMDSQOOOOOOOOOOOO00000..0000.00.00.000000000000.323
B' mDIm mvgs.............‘...............‘..'.............‘323
c. mrm Humms....................’......................324
De WESTERN WIVES.cceececccccccsccscocssoscssscctccccsocescsncscseeldl

PERCENT OF CLOSEST INDIAN FRIENDS WHO ARE FROM CHILDHOOD FOR
INDIAN WIVES AND FOR ALL OTHER RESPONDENTScecececccoscosssccsee325

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FIVE CLOSEST FRIENDS ACCORDING TO
NATIONALITY BY SEX AND NATIONALITY OF RESPONDENT.ece0ccecececee325

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO BELONG TO SOME CLUB OR ORGANI=-
ZATION (REGARDLESS OF MEMBERSHIP) BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.eeee0.326

PERCENT OF THOSE BELONGING TO CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS WHO
ARE IN AT LEAST ONE WITH ALL INDIAN MEMBERSHIP BY SEX AND
MHONALIR..Q.................................................326

PERCENT OF THOSE BELONGING TO CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS WHO ARE
IN AT LEAST ONE WITH ALL WESTERN MEMBERSHIP BY SEX AND
NAnONALI'H OF agsmmmm................0...'.........‘......326

PERCENT OF THOSE BELONGING T0 CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS WHO ARE
IN AT LEAST ONE WITH BI-NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
BY SEX AND NATIONALITY OF RESPONDENT.ccecsccooccsscccccocssscse32

PERCENT OF TOTAL SAMPLE WHO BELONG TO SPECIFIC KINDS OF CLUBS
AND ORGANIZATIONS AND THE NATIONALITY OF MEMBERSHIP MOST
COMMON FOR EACH TYPE OF CLUB OR ORGANIZATIONseeeecccoccoccosces327

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COUPLES ACCORDING TO SIZE OF CITY
BY commm MY...........'...........................0.....328

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COUPLES ACCORDING TO LEVEL OF
COMBINED SALARIES BY HUSBAND'S FIELD OF OCCUPATION.cceoececcces328

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COUPLES ACCORDING TO SIZE OF CITY
IN WHICH THE COUPLE LIVES BY HUSBAND'S FIELD OF OCCUPATION,....329

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO HAVE SOME OCCUPATIONAL CONTACT
Vl‘m NON‘INDWS BY SBX AND NATIONALITY........................329

INDICES OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CITY SIZE AND INVOLVEMENT IN
INDIAN, WESTERN, AND MIXED SOCIAL SYSTEMS (PERCENTAGES).ccceeee330

INDICES OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COMBINED SALARIES AND INVOLVE-
MENT IN INDIAN, WESTERN, AND MIXED SOCIAL SYSTEMS (PERCEN TAGES)

.....0...........00..0.........O.......00.........0.0.....0.0..332

xi



ﬁ
e CF REATICNS:

i) mm‘m‘l&'! X 1™
(?ltlﬂh"tS)......- .

[0

", NOICES OF THE IB.ATZ
K DRLVERT X U

4, J0UES OF THT RELAT
ILLVBENT IN INDIN

A TOTAR RESEONTE™™
3, WSTRN RESFCNTT

5, ICICES OF THE RELAT
NG DVOLUVIMERT IN U
(m!\'mm) LR I NN A
L DDA RESECNCD
3, WESTEX RESRCNT

"l TROKT CF nEsECNT)
% NATICRALITY (1.
oK., ...

k],

MIDTcp g «
Pii- mnt QF ‘Bky
T MRt

E D
Bmc A ?‘!Ixz};s?;

b, mCa

6-55. ‘u



TABLE
A"56.

A.57.

A-58,

A'59o

A-60.

A-610

A-62,

A- 63.

A-64,

A= 65.

A= 66.

A‘67o

PAGE

INDICES OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AREA OF HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
AND INVOLVEMENT IN INDIAN, WESTERN AND MIXED SOCIAL SYSTEMS
(Pmmncgs).............O...Q.....0.....0.0....0000000000000334

INDICES OF THE RELATION BETWEEN LENGTH OF MARRIAGE IN INDIA
AND INVOLVEMENT IN INDIAN, WESTERN, AND MIXED SOCIAL SYSTEMS..337

INDICES OF THE RELATION BETWEEN WESTERN NATIONALITY AND
INVOLVEMENT IN INDIAN, WESTERN, AND MIXED SOCIAL SYSTEMS.....¢339

A. mm REsmNDst..OOOQOOOOQO...0..‘.....'0.0....'0.00...339
B. "gsrm" REsmNDst....0..'....'..0.0.00..0.....000..0..0.3&1

INDICES OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIAN PARINER®*S RELIGION
AND INVOLVEMENT IN INDIAN, WESTERN, AND MIXED SOCIAL SYSTEMS
(mcmuczs).ﬁ.....................'.0.........0......'....‘.343

A. mnw stmNDst...................Q....I..Q............%3
B. mm” RBsmNDst...........0.....0......0......Q.......MS

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS WHO HAVE A HEIGHTENED AWARENESS OF
OWN NATIONALITY (IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES) BY SEX AND

Mnomzn..0......0.‘....0......00............OO......0‘0...3a7

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO DISAVOW NATIONAL IDENTITY BY SEX
mn Mnom!n......'.".C.............'.00000000000000000000“7

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO THINK OF THEMSELVES IN TERMS OF
BOTH NATIONALITIES BY SEX AND NATIONALITY..cecocc0eccccsccccse3é?

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMENTS INDICATING AWARENESS OF
BEING A MIXED MARRIAGE BY SEX AND NATIONALITY OF RESPONDENT,..348

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPFONDENTS ACCORDING TO NUMBER
OF OTHER INDIAN-WESTERN COUPLES KNOWN IN THE SAME TOWN BY
szx mo MnONALIn..‘..........................0.............3‘8

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESFONDENTS ACCORDING TO NUMBER
OF OTHER INDIAN~-WESTERN COUPLES KNOWN ANYWHERE BY SEX AND

anm“...C.O...............00...0..0..0..0...0.....O.....Mg

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO HAVE CONGENIALITY RELATIONSHIPS
WITH WESTERNERS BY SEX AND NATIONALITY.ceecccocccccccoccccceeelt9

PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WHO HAVE FRIENDSHIPS WITH WESTERNERS
m mou BY szx MD anrﬂ.............‘.................349

xii



s’

i

"

.-

s

Roceat of couples in o
aTes has a third ¢

Xaxrtim of respanic]
i2 sooe voluntary act!
15: WM.Q.OOOOQO

Ruetage dgtringe;
Y of thetr (£ive)

Rzemtage dstridyey

e {r socia] EToups
Xy, both Lidiang g
l‘,'l".t.......!!.-.
Reemtage Ustrivyey
i theyr

&cuaintance!

e
Tary o 30C1q] I
. LI .
R
t"i“als e o0na,




LIST OF FIGURES

FIGURE PAGE

1.

2.

3.

4o

Se

6.

Te

8.

%

10.

11,

Percent of couples in which one, both, or neither of the
partners has a third culture occupation.............u....u..107

Proportion of respandents who indicated consciously engaging
in some voluntary activity designed to bring India and the

*St tosether‘...‘....O........Q......Q...Q.Q.CC.000000000000.112

Percentage distribution of respondents according to national-
1q of their (five) closest frimdSQooooooooooooooo0000000000129

Percentage distribution of respondents who spend most of their
time in social groups which include Indians only, Westerners
only, both Indians and Westerners, and Indian-Western couples

mly......‘.".........O...O..O.O.........Q.O.0.00............130

Percentage distribution of respondents according to percent
of their acquaintances in India who are Westerners.c.cccceecceel3é

Percent of respondents participating in Western and mixed
nationality social systems according to size of city of

reside‘ce...0.0.0..0.0...0....C.O...O..O..O.00000000000000000.153

Percent of respondents with above average involvement in
Indian social networks according to level of combined income,,157

Percent of respondents participating in Western or mixed
nationality social networks according to level of combined

incme.........OC..'0......0..'....0.0...0.....0.000........0'157

Percent of respondents with above average involvement in
Indian social networks according to field of husband's

Occupat‘onoooooooooooooooooooo.ooooooooooooooooo00000000000000159

Percent of respondents participating in Western and mixed
nationality social networks according to field of husband's

occup‘tim.Q...........0........00...QQ.....'....0000000000000159

Percent of respondents participating in Western and mixed
nationality social networks according to length of marriage

1“ India......O.............‘.0.Q...‘..‘.‘.....OC....Q.....00.161

xiii



&}

.

b

4
«gt of respnie
B gt ol

nig .«i‘l rewor

Welessesscrsscee

Fpret of resporien
kiziing to relizia

et of respanien
seial {ntersction w
oy of residence

et of responzen
wi] nteraction w
used's fleld of o

et of respcnden

2enction with Ingd

&:i..lll.’......'..

Rt of kericans
mi:y Tupings

~
uunooooo-ooom




FIGURE PAGE

12.

13,

14,

15.

16,

17,

Percent of respondents having above average involvement in
Indian social networks according to religion of the Indian

P‘rmer..........'..Q......................00000000000000000000166

Percent of respondents participating in Western social networks
according to religicn of the Indian p‘rtnerooo00000000000000000167

Percent of respondents commenting on ease or difficulty of
social interaction with Westerners in India according to size
of city of residence...............................o..........o169

Percent of respondents commenting on ease or difficulty of
social interaction with Westerners in India according to
husbmd's field Of occup.tim.OO...........000....‘00..........170

Percent of respondents commenting on difficulty in social
interaction with Indians according to length of marriage in

md‘a......'.....0............000...00OO.......0000...0‘.......171

Percent of Americans and of Indian-Western couples in Western
commumnity groupings in India according to type of participa-

tim..0‘.....0..00.....0....0.....0...0.0..OO...OI0000000000000277

xiv



td
™
td
¥

v:l

g

)

e .
srutxs ig the Studv ¢

leutians of the we:
L ecple than ever
ey, s trend %,
Lk orossecultural rel,
e llions of wr

SRS aev words have ¢

zrey, It Is quessio

r Sersamding thig hag

g rela:ims. that |

ity mg gy culey;

R B the PeODle o
~n) ‘Clext i which
gy Vil be made |

S
ALY




CHAPTER I

THE THBORY AND METHOD OF THE STUDY

Theoretjca i t
Orienta in t! ud Cross-Cultural Relations in Sociolo
d ch ve Relev in This Pa ular Stu

The nations of the world have become increasingly interdependent,
and more people than ever are now directly involved in more than
one society, This trend has been reflected in increasing attention
paid to cross-cultural relations in popular and social science
literature; millions of written pages have been devoted to the
topic and new words have entered our vocabulary to describe the
phenomena, It is questionable, however, how much true insight
and understanding this has given us into the nature of cross-
cultural relations, that is, into the actual dynamics of relating
one society and its culture to another, In particular, little is
known about the people who mediate between cultures, and the
cultural context in which they fulfill their mediating roles.

No attempt will be made in this context to survey the literature,
but rather, selective citations are used to help delineate the
theoretical focus of this empirical study,

Much of what sociologists do know about "cross-cultural
relations" we have learned from anthropologists, It is the
anthropologists who have been concerned traditionally with the

study of culture, They also provide most of what we know about
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the non-Western societies with which Western nations are increasingly
in contact, Especially pertinent to this discussion is the way
anthropologists have ccnceptualized contact between cultures,

Some have concentrated on the diffusion of traits from one culture

to another, Some others, concentrating on whole cultures rather

than gpecific traits, have concerned themselves with acculturation,

or the adjustments of one culture in response to contact with
another,

Most of the theoretical frameworks earlier developed for
studies of diffusion and acculturation have, at best, only limited
applicability to the study of contemporary relations between complex
societies formed around nations, They assume an isolation, with
resultant coherence and homogeneity, of cultures which is rare,
indeed, in the modern world, Kroeber was one anthropologist who
considered the interdependence of cultures throughout the old world,
He saw a world civilization, a "historically interconnected totality

of cultures," which he called the "Oikoumene."l

That this encompassing
view of culture is not typical of anthropological thinking is
indicated: by the fact that Kroeber's idea was ignored for nearly
twenty years, Then Gordon Hewes extended the cancept to include

the entire civilized world, and elaborated on the channels joining

the cultures., Like Kroeber before, and many others more recently,

Hewes emphasized that the "constituent civilizations tend toward a

common and advancing technological base, and come to share various

lA. L. Kroeber, "The Ancient Oikoumene as a Historic Cultural
Aggregate," Journal of the Royal Apthropological Institute, 75

(1946) po 9-20. (Reprinted in A.L. Kroeber, The Nature of Culture,
Chicago, University of Chicago Press.)
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styles, scientific, philosophical, and religious ideas..."z

This view of a world civilization in which many societies par-
ticipate can be described as social pluralism within a single
cultural context, Similar interest in the spread of world civiliza-

3and

tion has been expressed by historians such as McNeill,
economists, as for instance, Baulding."
Anthropologists do recognize the existence of institutionalized
contacts between societies such as the silent barter, or the Kula
exchange circle. Hewes mentions that traders, soldiers, and
diplomats, to mention just a few, are culture carriers, But there
has been little interest in how such channels function, the kind
of people who are involved, what the roles are, and the cultural
milieu in which they operate., It would be difficult for anthro-
pologists, on the basis of their research heritage, to answer
questions about the nature of culturally patterned links between
large scale societies in a world-wide community and the character
of trans-societal networks which involve segments of nations, M
in depth examination of the interaction processes linking societies

is virtually impossible without considering the status-roles of

the individuals involved,

2Gordon W. Hewes, "The Ecumene as a Civilizational Multiplier

wscg.zlgmnmmmn_mmm 25 (Fall 1965),
PPe - °

3

Williem H, McNeill, R of t ts A
Humen Community, (Chicagos University of Chicago Press, 1963),
4

Kenneth E, Boulding, "The Emerging Superculture," in Values
» ed, by Kurt Baier and Nicholas Rescher (Glencoe, Ill,.:
The Free Press, 1969), pp. 336-350, Also,
Century (New York: Harper and Row Publishers, Inc., 1965).
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Many of the early Buropean and American sociologists, Durkheim
and Weber, Park and W. I, Thomas, for examples, had a very broad,
world-encompassing view of sociology. They sought explanations
for behavioral differences in different social structures and
cultures., As sociology developed in the United States, however,
in the 1930's and in the immediate years thereafter, it turned
increasingly inward., Sociologists assumed that the elements of
human organization and behavior were so basic that they could be
adequately studied in one society, thus largely ignoring the con-
cept of culture.

More recently there has been a renewed interest in other
social systems and in different cultures, Given the high level
of interdependence of modern societies, sociologists cannot
ignore the fact that societies are influenced by contact with
others, Sociological interests in the broad area of cross-cultural
relations fall primarily into four general categories: the study
of social change and modernization; comparisons between societies
of behavior, attitudes, or social institutions; the study of
relations between societies as part of a larger international or

supra-national systems, and studies of individuals who move between

societies,
sSee, for example, Amitai Etzioni, The Actjve Society, (New
York: The Free Press, 1968) and J. P. Nettl and Roland Robertson,
a8 t d th d i (] ' (New

Yorks Basic Books, Inc,, 1968),
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Like most anthropologists, sociologists have limited their
conceptualization of culture contact to the effect of such contact
on established cultures associated with particular societies,

Even those who respond to the need mentioned earlier, the need to
look at the individuals who are the carriers of culture, consider
such people in terms of the two cultures being linked., For example,
they might ask how the attitudes developed in one culture are
affected by a person's experience in another, or how an engineer
vith training in a foreign country introduces ideas of change to

his own country.6

Ihe Study of Interaction between Socjeties
Charles P, Loomis, John Useem, Ruth Hill Useem and Robert C,

Angell are four sociologists who have turned their attention more
specifically to the study of people and groups which interact

across societal boundaries and provide links between societies,

6See, for example, Ralph L, Beals and Norman D, Humphrey, No

H X u t »
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1957); John W, Bennett,

Herbert Passin and Robert K. Mcl(night, In Search of Identitys The
erges v W apan, (Minneapolist

(Glencoe, Ill.. Free Press, 1968), John T. Gullahorn and Jeanne
E, Gullahorn, American Students in France (Washington, D.C.!
International Educational Exchange Service, U. S. Department of
State, 1955) mimeographed; Richard D, Lambert and Marvin Bressler,
Ca » (Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1958); and John Useem and Ruth Hill Useem, The

Hestern-educated Man in India, (New York: Dryden, 1955).
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Loomis is concerned with "systemic links" between societies,
This concept permits the analysis of social interaction between
societies in status roles which is not incorporated in the general
term used by many anthropologists of "cultural links." Systemic
linkage is "the process whereby the elements of at least two
social systems come to be articulated so that in some ways they
function as a unitary system.”7 Or, in other words, "the organiza-
tional arrangements for group int:er:clepemience."8 Two kinds of
behavioral linkages which Loomis has investigated are particularly
pertinent to the present discussion. In his study of linkages
between Mexico and the United States he is concerned directly with
international relatims.9 The study of modermization in India
explores the linkages through which traditional Indian villagers
are introduced to elements of a modern world culture such as

10

chemical fertilizers and vaccinations. Both of these cases

7Charles P, Loomis, "Systemic Linkage of El Cerrito," Rural
w’ 25’ Pe 55 (1959)0

8Charles P. Loomis, Socjal Systems (New York: D, Van Nostrand,
Co., 19&), PPe 32-3,

9Charles P, Loomis, Zona Loomis and Jeanne E, Gullahorn,
8 co and t (East Lansing, Michigan:
Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station Research Bulletin 14,
1966),

10charles P. Loomis, "Change in Rural India as Related to Social
Power and Sex," Behavioural Sciences and Comgunity Development, I
(March 1967), pp. 1-28, Also, with Lalit K, Sen "Social and Cul-
tural Change in Rural India," in Socjolo h d \
Peopleg, ed., by Carle C, Zimmerman and Richard E, DuWors,
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illustrate the complexity of linkages between social systems,
Behavioral linkages exist at many levels of complexity from
friendships between individuals to organizations with the sole
function of linkage such as the United Nations or community develop-
ment organizations, An additional dimension, brought out in the
United States-Mexico study, is "desired linkage," or attitudes
which may further or hinder behavioral linkages., Loomis makes
it clear that in any case of systemic linkage the participants
in cross-cultural interactions do constitute a social system dis-
tinct from these systems being related. He points out that these
linking groups have "dual-natured status-roles, the expectancies
of which originate in the linking social systems as well as in
those so linked."11
The Useems, likewise, note that shared expectancies are an
important part of the interaction between individuals from
different societies and cultures, In their research they have
found that individuals who bridge cultures share many elements
of a common world view, such as future orientation and recognition
of a world civilization, These are values central to Hewes'
ecumene, or world civilization,
While a rather large proportion of the world's population
shares the values of the ecumene, not all are directly involved
in roles relating two or more societies to one another. The Useems
have devoted themselves to the exploration of what they call the

"third culture." This, they explain,

11Char1es P, Loomis, Social Systems, op. cit., p. 32.
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signifies the patterns generic to a commmity of men

wvhich spans two or more societies., It consists of more than
the mere accoomodation or fusion of two separate, juxta-
posed cultures, for as groups of men belonging to differemt
societies associate together and interact with each other,
they incorporate into their common social life a mutually
acknowledged set of shared expectations. A third culture
cannot be understood fully without reference to its mediating
functions between societies nor apart from the cultures

of the several societies in which its participants learned
how to behave as human beings, Nometheless, each third
culture generates a composite of values, role-related norms,
and social structures which distinguish its patterns from
any of the societies it spans, Perhaps the most conspicuous
feature of third cultures is the sélf conscious effort on
the part of its carriers to ﬁ‘eate the common grounds for
living and working together,

The usefulness of this concept of the third culture does
not stop at its contribution to the understanding of cross-cultural
relations. It questions assumptions held by many social scientists
regarding the very basic concepts of culture and commmity, The
third culture is shared by a coommity of individuals which spans
the world, A commmity of scientists, for exsmple, is bound by
certain values and role expectations, not by geographical contiguity.
In addition, the third culture is not simply an extension of a
traditiamal culture; it is a culture created by individuals whose
status roles place them in a position of mediating between two
or more cultures. Because the third culture transcends many
societies and is not locality bound, relatively few individuals
now participating in it were socialized into the third culture

as children, Most came into it as adults and had to learn the

nJoln Useem, "The Commmity of Man: A Study in the Third
C\llhﬂ.‘e," wm’ VII' no, 4' (hll 1963)’ 484,
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values and roles from those who occupied their positions before
them or from others in similar positions,

Angell's concept of "transnational participation™ also
focuses directly on interaction which links two or more nociettes.n
ransnational participation exists when a "role is performed in
a structure that involves people from more tham one counu'y."u‘
It may be bilateral, as when a citizen of one country takes a role
in an institution which has been imported into the other country
from abroad., Transnational participation may also be multilateral
in nature, as vhen persons play roles in international organizatioms,

Mngell shares with Loomis and the Useems a concern with the
nature of interaction transcending national boundaries, although
the cancept of systemic linkage is not limited to linkage across
national boundaries, as has been pointed out, To Angell, the
heart of the matter is that an individual become involved in the
local structure of another nation-state, In this respect, as well,
the cancept of transnational participation is more limited than
that of systemic linkage, for systemic links can exist without
the personal involvement of each indifidual in another culture,
Boundary cosmissions are an example of a systemic link, A persam
could, however, serve as a member of such a conmission without

any personal experience in the neighboring country, The concept
of linkage also permits consideration of attitudinal links, or

Diobert ¢, mngell, Dacem the Harch: Imsatimal Paz-
ticipation, (New York: Van Nostrans Reinhold Co., 1969).

l6nido » Pe 22
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10

desired linkage, whereas Angell specifically exempts such categories
of behavior as learning about another country or expressing interest
in another country from his concept.

Transnational participation is, in one respect, a broader
concept than that of the third culture used by the Useems, and
in another respect it is narrower. Although both exclude an
individual who has become so completely incorporated into his new
society that he ceases to have any effective ties with his former
society, the Useems restrict their concern to individuals whose
roles in another society are representative of their own societies,
e.8. an ambassador, or segments of their societies, e.g. a missionary.
The first kind of bilateral transnational participation mentioned
by Mgell==filling a role in an institution in another society--
is not generic to the third culture, The Useems are not concermed
with the fact of cross-cultural involvement per se, but rather with
the behavioral and cultural patterns which are generic to cross-
cultural interactiom; in this respect they carry their analysis
beyond that of Angell,

All four of these sociologists stress the potential of "systemic
linkage,” "transnational participation,” and "third cultural roles"
for reduction of conflict, although none suggest that cross-

cultural interaction promises an end of world temsions,.

Jhe Role of Mixed Merrjages in Cross-Cultural Relations
A number of studies have been done, or are in progress,

exploring various cultures and social systems bridging contemporary
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societies, These include Loomis® study of linkages between Mexico

15 16

and the United States, = the Useems' of Americans in India,

Winter's of American educators in Pakuun.n Byrnes' of Americans
in technical assistance progrm,m and a group of comparative
studies on aspects of the international scientific commmity
currently being done by the Useems with Bachtiar (Indonesia),
McCarthy (Philippines), Aurora (India), and Restivo and Vanderpool
(nited States), etc. A very different segment of the third
culture population is the focus of a series of studies being de-

signed by Ruth Useem, that is, children who are socialized in

15 oomis, Loomis and Gullahorn, op. cite

16Uceem. ope Cit, See also the following articles by John
Useem and Ruth Hill Useem: "Interfaces of a Binational Third
Culture: A Study of the American Commmity in India,” The Journsl
» XXIII, (Jan., 1967), pp. 130-143; "American-
Bducated Indians and Americens in India: A Comparison of Two
Modernizing Roles," The Jowrnal of Social Issues, XXIV (1968),
ppe 143-158; and with Jom D, Domoghue, "Men in the Middle of the
Third Culture: The Role of American and Non-Western People in
Cross-Cultural Administration,"” Human Orgzanization, 22 (Fall,
1963), ppe 169-179, See also: Ruth Hill Useem,"The American
Family in India,” d Polit
Philadelphia, 368 (Nov. 1966), pp. 132-145,
and John Useem, "Work Pattems of Amexricans in India,"

Ihe Mnals
Wﬂmmm Fhiladelphia,
3“, OVey 1966)' PPe 1‘6‘156.

17Dlvid K. Winter,

(umpublished Ph,D, dissertation,
Michigan State University, 1968),
mh.'ancu C. Byrmes, 8
o (New Yorks
Praeger, 1965).
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the third culture. With the exceptions of Loomis' inclusiomn of
friendship and familial linkages between the U.S. and Mexico,
and Ruth Useem's study of children of the third culture, these
studies have been predominantly of systems and cultures established
by those entering intermational networks through political educa-
tional, and occupaticnal ::ole:'.19
Mother set vhich plays an important role in linking societies
is composed of couples who are married cross-culturally, Their
role in this process has often been overlooked because, not being
part of an institutionalized cross=cultural network as are diplomats,
unissionaries or technical aid experts, they are not highly visible.
This study is designed to extend our knowledge of the many pathways
canecting India and Western societies by exploring the contribu-
tions of Indian-Western couples in India to the overall linkage
preocess.
A link exists between two societies when information about
one is introduced into the other, This does not have to be
immediately or directly reciprocated. Thus, the Western partners
in Indian=Western marriages, because of their non-Indian back-
groumds, and the Westerm returned Indian partners, because of
their experiences abroad, serve as a link bringing knowledge of
the West to India, This link occurs even if the couples have

no contact with Westerners, themselves, to facilitate the flow
195ee, for exmmple, H. C. Kelmm, Intamstional Behavior!

A.mmmmfmmn. (New York: Holt, Relnhart
and Winston, 1965),
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of information back to the West, If there is no contact with the
West, the effectiveness of the link will diminish as Indiean
acquaintances of the Westerm partner exhaust information about
his or her backgroumd and no new knowledge is added because of
the Westerner's isolation from his om society and culture,

Vhen the exchange of information is reciprocal, we speak
of a bridge between societies, a bridge with two-way traffic,
so to speak, Participants in the third culture form a bridge
between their respective societies, A cross-cultural marriage
does not automatically include the partners in a bi-national third
culture, Participants in the third culture have representational
roles; the Franch ambassador, director of a British firm, er
American Methodist missionary, The partmers in a cross-cultural
marriage are not primarily representatives of a larger collectivity,
They are, first, individuals in a personal relationship, Many
couples are part of the third culture, however, because they have
another role which is representational, such as teaching German
at the Max Mueller Bhavan or heading an import-export firm,
Others who live in cosmopolitan residential areas may become
involved in the third culture through locality based networks.

The anly situation in which the linking function of cross-
cultural couples is eliminated is when they form an isolated
commmity of such couples., This does happen, A classic example
of the long term effect of this is the Anglo~Indian commmity in
India, Their pro-Western attitude has led them to reject India
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and Indian culture and in turn to be largely rejected by the
Indians. The Anglos are also largely rejected by their reference
group, the British, This primarily because of their lower class
position, but to some extent because of their mixed heritage as
nll;

Contemporary Indian-Western couples, the subject of this
study, are often, but errameously, equated with Anglo Indians,
Before India's Independence in 1947 some couples did interact
primarily with other Indian-Western couples, but I heard of no
case in vhich this was to the exclusion of Indian relatives.

Social networks of mixed couples have become far less frequent

now because of the change in Indian-Western relations in general,
Nowhere did I discover an exclusive grouping of Indian-Western
couples, Other couples in the same situation may be an important
reference group, but they are not the only reference group.

Prior to Independence, interaction between Indians and Westerners

in India was superordinate-subordinate, In this system there

was virtually no occupational contact between the two societies

on an equal level upon which to establish a basis for more informal
contact, Any social interaction was generally limited to formalized
occasions, Each "side" being uﬁher ¢nfined, a couple had to
"choose sides.” Those who identified with the Indian commmity
became an integral part of it, and had little, if any, interaction
with Westerners, It was those who were Westem oriented, bﬁt because
of their Indian attachments were not accepted by the majority of
British, who formed groups of mixed couples, Formal relations
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between Indians and Westerners in India are nowco-ordinate, or
equalitarian, which also permits freer and more open interactiom
between the nationalities., There is no longer, with rare exceptions,
the feeling that if you have ties with "them" you are not worthy

of association with "us," Freer interaction patterns also permit

a8 couple to continue feeling a positive sense of identity with both
Indu‘md» the West, This would have been more difficult in the
highly bifurcated system of the colonial perioad,

Because Indian-Western couples differ in several important
respects fraom others in India who are involved in cross-cultural
relationships, they provide insight into linkage patterms different
in some ways from those of other kinds of groups in the third
culture, These differences affect attitudes as well as behavioral
patterns, Undoubtedly, one of the most important differemnces
is in the feeling each has toward the other's country, his own by
marriage. This sense of personal involvement frequently extends
to relatives vho attend more closely to information about the
country into which their sons or daughters have married than they
would have otherwise. Through letters and visits to relatives,
the Indian-Western couples provide a link to individuals on both
sides vho otherwise might not have had any ties to a world outside
their om, Certainly those in the third culture provide insights
into foreign cultures for their relatives too, but this does not

carry quite the same sense of persanal involvement with it,
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The Indian partner, because he is Western-returned, except

for the differences just mentioned, fills essentially the same
role in relations between India and the West as other Western-
returned Indians, He may meet more Westerners, or see them more
frequently because of his partner’s commmal ties, but having an
Indian partner would not mean total isolation from Westerners.
It is the differences between the foreign partner, in this case
the Westerner (the Indiam for couples in the West), and others
of the same nationality which provide the most interesting con-
trasts.

A couple married cross-culturally enters the role with the
expectation of a life-long involvement, Most Westernmers in the
third culture know they will be involved for anly a year or two,
or perhaps until retirement, While some have made a lifetime
comitment, it is a commitment to the third culture, not gemnerally
to a specific foreign culture, with the exception of some missionaries.
The knowledge that this is a life-long involvement with a culture
that is one's own by marriage encourages many Western partners
to go further in seeking an understanding of it than most Westemers
do, The knowledge that they must cope with different ways of
thinking and behaving because they are unlikely to leave India gives
many additional tenacity when frustrations mount, The reslization
that one is in India for life can, however, have just the opposite
effect, Some Indian customs which may have appeared quaint or
exotic initially cease to be quaint or exotic on a permament basis,
and are simply regarded in certain instances as infuriating,
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Another important difference between the Western partmer and
other Westerners in India is that the former has familial roots
in India by marriage. The family, the Useems found, is a par-
ticularly important factor in determining whether or not Americans
in India remain in their linkage roles, Difficulty of family
adjustment was more often a cause for leaving these positions than
was job dissatisfaction, The support provided by the family may,
on the other hand, be the very factor which allows others to remain
in their third culture roles. The family and home can provide a
sanctuary, a familiar territory, when the Westermer is overwvhelmed
by the cultural differences encountered in India,

The Western partner of an Indian, at least initially, has
no family to provide the support of a familiar cultural pattern;
often he or she is without the support of anyone of his or her omn
nationality, Most Westerners abroad have their national commumity
to help solve problems which cannot be handled individually, such
as children's education, Many of the Westem partners, for a
variety of reasms, do not have access to the Western commmities,
Supportive institutions are provided by the Indian commmity,

But it may be exactly these institutions which bother the Western
80 greatly that they feel the need for support from their owm
commmity,

While the third culture has been created by its: participants,
rather than evolving from s national culture, most of those entering
it have contact with others in similar positions who socialize
them. The Western partners of Indians, on the other hand, may
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very well be without role models, and thus have to create their
roles individually, There are no institutionalized patterns for
Indian-Western couples to follow,.

In spite of the fact that many of the couples establish their
omr life styles without role models, there are discernible
patterns, This is, in part, because there are only a finite number
of solutions to any given problem because of the Western cultural
background of the partners and the socio~economic status of the
couples, A more important reason is that many of these couples
share with each other, and with those Indians and Westerners in
the third culture, the values of a world-wide civilizatian

Othexr Views of Exogamous Marriases
In this study the mixed marriage is a vehicle for the study

of cross-cultural relations The linkage role played by such
couples is of primary importance, not intra-marital roles, Because
of the subject, this study can be included with other studies of
exogamous marriages, Its approach, however, separates it from
most research about mixed marriages. Most such studies are
oriented to personal problems focusing on difficulty of adjustment,
The present study dees not deny that there are problems in a cross-
cultural marriage, There are problems in any relatiocanship as
close and encompassing as marriage, and many may be complicated

by the differemnce in cultures. The focus here is, rather, on
positive contributims cross=cultural couples make to the relations

between societies and to creating an ecumenical network which is
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transnational. There are a few other studies which do view the
mixed couple as carriers of culture, for example, Hunt and Coller's

20

study of Philippine-American Marriages,” and Smythe's of Inter-

marriage in West Af.rica.n
Mixed couples, whether cross-cultural, interfaith, or inter-

racial, are frequently cited as examples of the "marginal man,"

According to Stonequist, "the individual who through migration,

education, marriage, or some other influence leaves one social

group or culture without making a satisfactory adjustment to another

finds himself on the margin of each but a member of neither. He

is a marginal man."22 This suggests a society far more homogeneous

than is the case for modern civilizations. Highly educated, modern

Indians are marginal to traditional Indian society, but there

are so many of them they cannot be considered marginal to India

as a nation-state., In fact, in terms of the power structure these

modern Indians are more central than the traditional, It is these

modern Indians who have married Westerners., Both may be marginal

to the traditional elements within their cultures of origin, but

are integrated into a world civilization which transcends and

2°Chester Hunt and Richard W, Coller, "Intermarriage and
Cultural Change: A Study of Philippine-American Marriages,"

Social Forces, 35 (1956-57), pp. 223-30.

2lhugh H, Smythe, "Intermarriage in West Africa,” Sociology
and Social Regearch, 42 (1957-58), p. 353,

22!\vere:t V. Stonequist,
(New York: Russell and Russell,
InCQ’ 1961).
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encompasses both, Marginality should not be equated with

i{solation,

Ressarch Desisn and Process

Gensxal Desisn of Ihis Study

This study of Indian~Western couples living in India, then,
is designed to explore another facet of the widespread and varied
series of interactions which link societies in the contemporary
world, The role of the cross-cultural couple could have been
studied in any country in the world, provided some nationals in
that comtry had foreign husbands or wives, I chose Indians
and Westerners precisely because I wanted individuals from highly
divergent cultures. This provides the opportunity to study the
manner in which the two are combined in several different areas
of behavior, Family patterns--nuclear vs, extended, reugion.za
customs of social interaction and culture patterns encountered
in daily living such as food, ciothing, language, and household
facilities are only a few of the many differences in traditions
of India and the West,

Another reason for my choice of India and Indians was my

familiarity with the culture from a previous visit to the coumtry,

23“:110 there are Indian Christians, and they have been
included in my sample, it should not be assumed that their life
styles, or even religious behavioms are identical to that of
Western Christians,
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and from readings, I had ready-made contacts and was confident
of my ability to get alomg in that setting,

This research focuses on personal histories, social identity,
and behavioral linkages in occupationj., social networks, and
voluntary activities and associations, An important consideration
in the background of these individuals is how a cross-cultural
marriage fits into his life pattern, Is this a marriage of
rebellion or is it an extension of an already established cross-
cultural role? In the latter case the couples are really marrying
within their own culture, the third culture.

Writers who view the mixed couple as social isolates or as
marginal men tend to emphasize the couple's lack of identification
with one or both groups of origin., This study not only considers
the couple's orientation toward both India and the West, but
their view of themselves as possible links between societies
and the degree to which being a mixed marriage is an important
part of their social identities.

In addition to looking at the couples! attitudes, the study
investigates their actual behavioral linkage patterns, This
includes the degree to which their social networks and friemdships,
occupational roles, and voluntary activities and associations
invdre the subjects in interaction with Indians, Westerners,
members of the third culture, and other Indian-Western couples.

In order to better understand the culture oriemtation, social

identity, and linkage behavior of Indian-Western couples in India



‘.\I—-"‘—— el

w e viewed i rel
1z legth of res
xo's occupation, |
caullly, and whethe
imiime 1o India §
x4 the nature of
&3 hst, vhether v
\wcther foreigners)
t2 % posteindepent
Uizkiy, The eas
Tl aystens 4
th the Iadiang g
“uidmce 4y Indiq o
“unmt tg 14, |
‘mm‘m R ¢
"xm of “j“'h!nt'

bt ®d ply

"4l deterggy,



22

these are viewed in relation to several important variables,
including length of residence in India, place of residence,
husband®s occupation, Indian commmity (rougla\),za Western
nationality, and whether the husband is Indian or Westermn. Length
of residence in India is an important comsideration because it
indicates the nature of third cultural relations between India
and the West, vhether wvhen relations between British (including
a few other foreigners) and Indians were superordinate-subordinate,
or in the post-independence period of co-ordinate, bi-national
relationships, The ease with which the couples move between the
two social systems in India reflects the opemness of interaction
between the Indians and Westerners themselves. Looking at length
of residence in India also helps answer questions about the process
of adjustment to life in a non-Western culture, especially for the
Western partner. For example, is there a pattern similar to the
"U curve of adjustment™ noted in studies of foreign students?
Occupation and place of residence are significant factors,
especially in determining with which segments of Indian, Western,
and third culture populations the couple interacts. When the
husband®’s job is in an sll~Indian firm, or when the couple lives

in an all-Indian tom or residential area, their interaction with

z"Cuu is not used in this study as an independent variasble
because there is relatively little variation in the sample with
respect to caste status, As is pointed out in Chapter II, over
half of the Nindus and Sikhs in this sample are from families
in the k‘hm. writer, or doctor castes.
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Westerners and members of the third culture is severdly limited.
This is true regardless of the couple's cultural orientation.

On the other hand, an all-Indian milieu can provide opportunity
to bring knowledge of the West to Indians who may not even share
in the culture of the world ecumene yet,

The Indian partner's religion and Westernmer's nationality
have implications for the nature of linking patterns established
because most individuals pattern their lives, to some extent,
after those of the commmity in which they were socialized, The
Indian Christians and Parsis are more apt to have been socialized
in a Westernized céitural setting than most Hindus or Muslims.

In addition, without even leaving their Indian commmity. the
Christian and Parsi couples are more apt to have some contact
wvith Westerners than the othexrs have, Among the Westerners the
British are more accustomed to interacting with Indians than
Norwegians are, for example, Although the orientation inherited
by the British may be one of superiority, it does include some
femiliarity with at least superficial elements of Indian culture,
of the British-introduced institutions and patterns in India, and
may well have included comtact with Indians in Britain,

The husband’s nationality--Indian or Western--also has
relevance for interaction patterns the couples establish, It
is expected that the Western husbands and their Indian wives will
be more cosmopolitan than the Indian husbands and Western wives.
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A Vestern husband in India is very likely to have a third cultural
occupation, The couple then becomes involved in the associated
third culture social networks, In addition, the protected
position traditional of Indian women makes it more difficult

for them to meet and urry foreigners than it is for Indian men,
As a result Indian women with foreign partners are less tradition-

ally Indian and more cosmopolitan than Indian men are as a group,

Data were collected in India from 1964 to 1966, In order
to cover as broad a spectrum of couples as possible, and to avoid
making generalizations based on regional variations, the research
was conducted in large and small cities, in the North and the
South, Specifically the bases of operation were New Delhi,
Calcutta, Hyderabad, Bangalore, and Poona,

The vast majority of Indian-Western couples is urban because
they are culturally part of a modern, world civilization., That
is, they are not bound by traditional world views and traditional
occupations such as village farming, In this respect, them, the
highly urban sample of this study is quite representative of the
miverse \of this study, However, since the purpose of the research
is to explore the parameters of the cultural roles played by mixed
couples in linking societies, an effort was made to include the
videst range possible with regard to life style, cultural orienta~
tion, and interpersonal contacts, Since rural couples help to

broaden the scope of the study a special effort was made to locate
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couples living in small cities or rural areas. Because such couples
are unlikely to be actively involved in third culture circles,
through which I received names of subjects, it was difficult
to locate them, I did hear reports of couples whose life style
seemed quite different from those who were interviewed, A number
of Indian~Western couples are reported to be living an ashram
(religious retreat)-like existence in the Himalayas., And I
heard reports (unverified) of a couple living an economically
marginal existence in a fishing village, Although I heard of aome,
there may also be couples who live geographically isolated from
bi-national third cultures, but are intellectually very much a
part of a world third culture,

The population from which the sample interviewed was drawm
is defined as all Indian~Western couples who were still married
and who cansidered India as their permanent home at the time of
interviewing. An Indian is defined as one who is an Indian
national by birth, excluding Mnglo~Indians, A Westerner is defined
as one who is by birth a national of a Buropean country, Great
Britain, North America, Australia, or New Zealand,

While it was fairly easy to define the population of study,
locating the total population was quite a different matter,
No separate marriage records are kept for this kind of marriage,
and Indian-Western marriages are registered in at least as many
countries as there are nationalities involved, Therefore, I

relied entirely on the reputational and "snowball" techniques
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for developing the list of nearly five hundred couples from which
I finally drew my sample.

Given this method of defining the "population," it would
be well to mention biases in the population itself before con-
sidering biases in the sampling procedure. I feel that this
"population™ is biased in favor of urban couples of upper or
upper middle class, well educated Hindu men with American or
British wives, The predominance of urban, upper class couples
and Indian husbands with Western wives is a reflection, primarily,
of the social pesition of people involved in relations between
India and the West, Only to a very minor degree does my method
of locating couples result in an overrepresentation of these
categories.

The reason for the predominance of urban couples has already
been discussed, The high status of the couples indicates the
professienal or highly skilled level of both Indians and Westerners
who move between these societies, The Western representative
in India has additional status because he is Western. Even the
non-professional Western representatives are able to live an upper
middle class life style, at least economically, because they
are paid on a Western salary scale.

The overall pattern of cross-cultural relations between
India and the West does not include many Indian women, so it
is not surprising that the majority of husbands in Indian-Western
marriages residing in India are Indian, Purthermore, the oppor-
tunity for employment of Western husbands in India:is limited.
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A traditional society protects its women from outsiders., There~
fore, relatively few Indian women travel abroad, especially at a
marriageable age. Even most of those who remain in India are not
permitted to associate freely in situations which would bring
them into contact with single Westerm men., In addition, apart
from the "braindrain,” Indians generally go abroad for educatiom,
while Westerners come to India primarily to contribute skills
already developed, The Indian men abroad, therefore, are apt

to be younger than Western men out of their countries, and more
Indians would be single., Many of the employers of single Western
men forbid marriage to a national while in India,

The relative scarcity of Western partners who were not
British, American, or German, simply mirrors the strength of
Indian ties with particular Western nations. The difficulty of
locating Muslims in cross-cultural marriages is only partly
because they are a minority in India, Historically, the Muslim
population in India has not been as integral a part of on-going
third cultures as the Hindus and those who were migrated at the
time of Independence, They have not come near the level of
Christian or Parsi involvement in international networks, My
om interaction patterns in India did contribute to difficulty
in locating Muslims and in locating Swedes, Italians, French, etc,
I collected names of potential subjects from people I met, and I

met mainly people in the Indo-American and Indo-British bi-national
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third cultures, Neither of these included many Buropeans or
Muslims who would know of members of their own coommities fitting
wy needs,

One other bias I suspect in my "populatiom™ is toward socially
visible happy couples. Some unhappy marriages end in divorce or
separation, and I have indications that in other cases unhappy
or odd couples were “overlooked"” by my sources. I heard of cases
in which Western wives were imprisoned in tightly-knit joint
femilies, being permitted no contact with Westerners, and of couples
who ceuld not adjust to one another, but could not get specific
enough references to include them on my list,

Because my object is to explore the linking behavior of Indiem-
Western marriages, rather than trying to draw inferences about
the population of Indian-Western couples in India, I used the case
study method, 1 drew a sample of 113 couples, trying to distri-
bute the cases as equally as possible among the categories for
each of six variables: length of residence in India, place of
residence, Western nationality, Indian religion, husband's
occupation, and husband’s nationality. The reasons for the
variables used have already beem discussed, A random sample would,
of course, have been impossible with an unknomn population. The
primary readon, however, for this attempt at an even distribution
on all varisbles is to provide enough couples in categories which
are relatively rare in the population to avoid description based

on the idiosyncratic behavior of a few cases. For exsmple, 1f I



¢ zma & randos saspl

£ w or three Westerm

asyia

3¢ in-depth {ntern
th wperately unless |
rie interview was ¢
T itief session was |
2icts, Others I ha.
™ period of manths

lecause of the exp
" s designed Prime
X1 the interviey cons

x!
=4 chotce questy



29

had dram a random sample from the list of 500 I might have only

had two or three Western husbands, or only that many Muslims,

Jhe Interviaw
The in-depth interview was conducted with the husband and

wvife separately unless that was impossible to arrange, The
average interview was three hours., With some couples only a
very brief session was possible, usually because of scheduling
conflicts, Others I had an opportunity to interview and observe
over a period of months,

Because of the exploratory nature of the study, the inter-
view was designed primarily to maximize the range of responses.
Thus the interview consists mainly of open-ended questions; all
the fixed choice questions also include a related open-ended
question regarding the reasons for the respmses given. (See
Appendix 6 for copy of interview schedule,)

Many of the problems which plague Western social scientists
canducting research in non-Western countries were avoided in
this study because of the orientation of the study and because
of the rather select subjects. In the formulation of the inter-
viev schedule, for example, I was not concerned with comparability
of stimulus for several reasons. This is not a comparative study
in which I need to standardize a questionnaire for two rather
ditfernt'popuhtious. Tsue, the sample does include individuals
from many cultural backgrounds., These people, however, have a

common lingua franca, English, which for most is now their primary
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language. Thus, the problem of linguistic translations is
avoided. (I was wunable to interview three couples, however,
because of my inability to speak German and Russian,) The sample
population is well-educated, all having at least a high school
education or the equivalent, Nearly all of the Indians have been
educated in Western style schools, and have lived in the Wast
for study or work, so a Western approach, as reflected in my
questions, is familiar to them, I could not detect any nationality
bias in the schedule, that is, it was not any more difficult for
Indians, on the whole, to understand questions than the Bnglish,
French, or Americans,

In general, I felt I was able to develop very good rapport
with my respondents, My greatest difficulty was with Indian
men, With the exception of a few, who actually refused to be
interviewed, I had no opem lack of cooperation, I did feel that
some of the Indian men glossed over answers, and generally tried
to present a smooth, positive picture, This took the form of
monosyllabic answers, "fine," “good," etc,, or a phrasing of
ansvers vhich I took to be a way of softening an answer, Rather
than adait that "I think" this or "I do" that, I often got the
answer “maybe I do," or "perhaps I think...” In a few cases I
actually noted distortion of fact,

It is also possible that Indian men are not sensitive to
areas of adjustment which are difficult for their wives. The
Indian husband traditionally does not become involved in his
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wife's problems, especially relations between the women of the
household. Thus, he might respond that relations with his owm
family are fine, for he doesn't think the problem of relations
between his wife and mother are his comcern. He may consider
tnese tensions inherent in the arrival of a new wife in a house-
hold, while his wife probably views them as a conflict between
a Nestern wife and a domineering Indisp wmother-in-law,

Other explanations for the relatively less successful
establishment of rapport with Indian men may be found in the
nature of the interview and the interviewer rather than the
respondeant, Because of the men's professional obligations they
had far less time to devote to interviews, thus there was not as
much opportunity for me to probe and gemerally to work on establish-
ing rapport during the interview, Three characteristics of the
interviewer may also have influenced the nature of respomses
from Indisn men, In a culture which places great emphasis on
respect for age, my being younger than almost all of my respon-
dents may have been a factor, Being a female may have affected
the openness with which Indian men responded, but I don't think
this to be the case in India because my experience, and the
experience of others, has been that a professional woman is regarded
somevhat asexually, and thus that factor does not enter, Being
Western is probably the attribute which had the greatest influence

on responses, Many educated Indians aspire to an American or
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English life style which is often sbove their means on an Indian
salary, Some, having lived abroad and having married foreigners,
masy have felt comstrained to present their life styles in terms
of that aspired to, or wvhat I would expect from a "foreign-returned"
Indian with a Western wife, rather than in terms of the pattern
actually followed, This may have besn done more by pleading
inability to distinguish Indian from Western life styles, or
inability to rank their own style of life in terms of Western
or Indian patterns, than by actually misrepresenting the way
they lived, I think that a more relevant explanation of their
reaction to me as & Westerner, however, is that unlike the
Westerner who can say to me as another outsider, "thoge Indians,
they make life so difficult, Jhig country isn't like our countries,”
the Indian must place the blame on “gy people, gy country, my
family,".eo in a sense on myself, He may feel guilty for having
imposed a lower standard of living on his wife and a culture
which she can't understand or appreciate, and thus respond de-
fensively, I must note that not all Indian males responded in
this inhibited sense; I often found Indian husbands openly critical
of India, often more so than their wives, and ready to discuss
their life styles.

One might ask why the Indian wives did not respond to me as
a Westerner in a similar mamner, My feeling is that Indian wives

have made a more complete break with their Indian heritage and
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identity than have Indian husbands, I often completely forgot,
wvhen interviewing an Indian wife, that she was Indian. This
almost never happened with Indian men. In the first place, for

an Indian woman to be in a position to even meet a Western man,

let alone marry him, she must have broken from the traditional
patterns far more than is necessary for an Indian man to meet
Western women. Also, the traditional expectation for a woman

after marriage is to leave her omm home for her husband's; her
parents have little or no influence on her after marriage. The
Indian male, however, is expected to bring his new bride to his
parental home where she becomes part of the family, and is expected
to fit into their life style. The man'’s family expects to influemce
the couple’s lives to a great extent, In the case of neolocal
couples, the husband’s family still exerts influence, In the case
of culturally mixed marriages the concept of home might be extended
to the "cultural home"” or cultural heritage, Thus Indian women
would marry out with greater expectation of breaking with their
culture than the men who expect to bring their wives into {t,

With the exception of some lack of depth of respense on the
part of some Indian husbands, I noticed almost no specific parts
of the interview to which the respondents seemed particularly
semsitive, The only question to which an answer was ever refused
was age at marriage, immediately following one on the year of
marriage. No one refused to give caste, although in one instance

three respondents identified one another as caste brothers, yet
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gave three different castes, Lack of sensitivity in this area

is probably because nearly all Hindus in my sample were Brahmin

or Kshatriys, the top two castes. Only when two Muslims opened
up on their relations with the Hindu commmity, a questiom not
included in the interview, was I asked specifically not to include
that information in my notes for fear it might be seen., One was
particularly concerned, for it was during the conflict between
India and Pakistan, and most of his relatives were in prison

under the Defemse of India Rules,

Final Note
The remaining four chapters focus on the individuals involved

in cross-cultural linkage through marriage, and the various

ways in which they contribute to the overall process of linkage
between societies, in this case nation-states, Indian-VWestern
couples do provide systemic linkages between India and the West,
and they are transnational participants, While not all the couples
are actually participents in third culture social systems, they

do contribute the dissemination of third culture values, M
understanding of the role of such highly personalized interactiom
across national boundaries adds a new dimension to the growing
body of knowledge regarding the complex nature of interpersonal

linkages between societies,
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CHAPTER Il

THE SUBJECTS: PHERSONAL HISTORIES AND PRESENT STATUS
Mho Marries Crogs-Culturally?

Before discussing how Indian~Western couples function as
links between societies, it is important to know something about
the poeple we are studying, This chapter, then, is a portrait of
the couples-~their persanal histories and their present social
status,

Section one of this chapter answers the questiom "who marries
cross-culturally?” with respect to nationality, religion, class,
and family background., It points out the ways in which Indians
and VWesterners who intermarry mirror the larger population linking
India and the West, Section two probes reasams why an Indian
marries a Westerner and vice-versa; both situational and attitudinal
factors are presented., In section three the manner of entering
8 mixed marriage is described, This includes how and where couples
met, and reactions to their decision to marry, The last section
presents the couples as they are now, including characteristics
such as ecological position, mobility, social status, occupational

sectév, religion and natiomality,

Nationality of Husband and Size of Fopulatiom

Indians and Westerners involved in cross-cultural marriages
are a microcosm of the population which links India to the West
with respect to trends in size of the population, This is also
true with respect to religion for the Indians and nationality for

Westerners.
35
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The most immediately apparent characteristic of Indian-
Western couples in India is that the husbands are primarily Indian,
This was the case in 451 of the 514 couples located living in

India at the time of the study.zs

Two basic reasons for this,
the protected position of women in a traditional society, and
the fact that Indian men abroad are more apt to be single than
Western men abroad, were discussed in Chapter I,

Japan, Korea, and Viet Nam are traditional societies in which
women, theoretically, should be protected as they are in India,
Yet in marriages between nationals of these countries and Americans,
the husbands are predominantly Western., The distribution of single
men in the relatiomship between the United States and the former
comtries has bemm just the opposite of that in the Indian-Western
relationship. The majority of marriages between Americans and
Japanese, Koreans, and Viet Namese occurred during and immediately
after wars when there were far more Americans in Asia than Asians
in the U,S, War, in addition, is a period of extreme crisis during
which the normal fabric of society breaks dom., The defenses of
a society weaken, even around its women,

There were Western troops in India during World War II, but
there were also many Indian troops in Southern Europe during the
War, This period, 1940-45, was, indeed, a crisis period for
India, but with a different emphasis than that in Japan, Korea
and Viet Nam, The War did not so directly involve the total
Indian population., A crisis in India at the time of World War

II, which did involve the population directly, was the fight for

”hcauu husbands generally determine where a couple lives, the
proportion of ceuples in which the husband is Westernm would undoubtedly
be higher if all Indian-Western couples in the world were being considered,
It is unlikely that the number of Western husbands would exceed the
number of Indian husbands, however, for the reasmms discussed in the text.



,-,
[

smwadeace against €
salism eod antieW

wast Nesterners exi
¥:m troops Temaine
1:uined 8 large pog
= smevhat reduced,
crdthdrom after |

M s true of th
w, the sample sel
beds vith Negtern
Mategary, and t
*4 10teworthy, vit
*aly vy bridegn

A second ROt{ceq




37

independence against the British, This was a period of intense
nationalism and anti=Western feelings., Certainly, similar feelings
against Westerners existed elsewvhere in the Far East, but occupying
Western troops remained in those nations after the War, This
maintained a large population of single Western males after temsions
were somevhat reduced, In India, by contrast, the occupying forces
were withdrawn after the fight for independence was over,

As is true of the population of Indian-Western couples in
India, the sample selected for the study is predominantly Indian
hugbands with Western wives, Ninety-three of the couples are in
this category, and twenty are Western husbands with Indian wives,
It is noteworthy, with respect to the preceding discussion, that
the only "war brides" in the sample are Western,

A second noticeable fact about Indian-Western couples, oftem
remarked upon by the couples themselves, is their increasing
number, Several mentioned that in the "old days" they noticed
other couples, and that there were informal clubs for mixed couples.
Now there are so many Indians married to Westerners they no longer
notice one another, and there are far too many to be incorporated
into a socially cohesive group, The need to band together in
clubs is not felt as strangly now.

The increased number of nationally mixed couples directly
reflects the change in the larger pattern of relations between
Indians and Westerners in India from a superordinate-subordinate

relation to an egalitarisn, co-ordinate relation. This lowerimg
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of social barriers between the nationalities since Independence
permits increasingly informal contact between the nationalities
making it easier for people to meet, socialize, and marry cross-
culturally.

That Indian-Western marriages are more common nov than ever
is more than a reflection of relaxed interaction between nationali-
ties. There simply are many more people, representing more natioms,
involved in international relations now than there were prior to
the War and Indian Independence., When the foreign population is
small, personal and informalssocial control can be exercised
over both its members and those foreigners who are peripheral to
the foreign commmity, When a larger number of foreigners is
involved, the social control over members is more formal and those
outside the commmity can deviate from mp norms, interacting
with the "natives,” for example, without being brought under the
formal or informal social catrols of the community, More directly
yet, the greater the number of people moving between countries,
the greater the availability of potential partners for inter-

national nt'z'iagu.z6

2611: is generally accepted that the actual number of marriages
has increased., But, because there are no official records of
international marriages, it is not possible to say whether this
is an increased proportion of the population linking India and
the West or not. The increased ease of mixing between the nationali-
ties suggests, however, that it is,
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In the post-independence period the chamnels between India
and the West diversified in terms of function and nationalities
involved, To the more established paths of linkage--foreign ser-
vice, business, and missions-~have been added more student exchange
and volumtary aid programs such as the Peace Corps or International
Voluntary Service., These attract younger people, people who are
apt to be single, The voluntary organizations, in particular,

draw more VWesterners into linkage roles.

Sultural Heritese: Western Nationality
India's relations with the West have diversified considerably

vith respect to the number of nations involved. Prior to inde-
pendence, Britain and the West were synonomous to most Indians;
links betwesn India and other Western nations were minimal, The
training Indians received in their homeland oriented them toward
Britain, and the rewards for foreign training weat mainly to those
returned from the U.,K, The British still account for 75 percent
of the foreigners in India., But Americans, the second largest
group in India, are increasing in number faster than the English,
The importance of America in India’s relations with the West
can be seem in the fact that now more Indians study in the U,S.
than in England, and Germany is increasingly popular as a place
for advanced education,

The historical and contemporary importance of Britain to

India is evidenced in the "population™ of couples from which this
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sample wvas taken, One third of the Western wives, and over half
the Western husbands are British, There is a higher proportion
of British among the Western husbands than Western wives because
couples are more apt to meet in the wife's country than the hus-
band’s, and the British dominate Indian-Western relations in India
to a greater extent than they do out of India, Indians not omly
are going in greater numbers to countries other than the U,K.,
but those in the U.K, are far from limited to contact with British
while there. Students, in particular, often gravitate to inter-
national student organizations wvhere others from around the world
congregate, Indian ties with America and Germany are important,
but newer, so they are not as well represented in these inter-
national marriages, One fifth of the couples in the "populatien”
include an American partner, and nearly that many a German,
Information available about couples in the sample permits
an examination of the changing relationship between India and

Western utim.”

The historical prominence of the British in
these relations is particularly well demonstrated, One third of
the couples with a British partner have been married more than

25 years, Only an insignificant number of the others have been

270:1::3 the sample for trends in cross-cultural marriages is
only a rough estimate since it is not a random sample of a total
population. Couples were selected for the sample according to
both length of marriage and nationality of the Westerner. The
factors were considered independently of one another, so this is
a fairly random distribution of couples with regard to the rela-
tionship between length of marriage and nationality of the Western
partner,
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married that long. (See Tmble A=l in appendix,) The average
length of marriage for Indians and British, 17 years, is almost
twice the average duration of marriage for couples with American

or German partners, nine years, Somewhat surprising at first
glance is the average length of marriage for Indians and “other
Buropeans" (non~German), which is 14 years, almost as long as for
the British, This is not because the other Buropeans have been
marrying steadily for as long as the British., Rather, it is because
of the war brides, One third of this group were married during,

or immediately following the war, mainly to Indian soldiers stationed
in Southern Burope.

Cultyral Heritsge: Indian Relizion

Indis is 85 percent Hindu, Therefore, in absolute numbers,
most contacts between India and the West involve Hindus. The
Muslims, comprising ten percent of the population, are the largest
minority group in India, They are, however, very underrepresented
in the third culture in India, largely because during British rule
they did not participate as widely in the process of modernization
and industrialization as did the Hindus, Nor did they take as
great an advantage of Western education as the Hindus, And those
that did, tended to go into the administrative services in Pakistan,
With the exodus of Muslims, especially the highly educated, to
Pakistan at the time of partition, the smaller community remaining

in India is traditiomal and closed.
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The Christians and Parsis, smaller minority groups in Indias,
have participated in the third culture to a far greater extent
than the Muslims, If proportion of cammunity interacting with
Westerners or living a Westernized style of life is considered,
the Christians and Parsis are probably even more highly involved
internationally than Hindus, The Parsis, although a close commmity,
are prosperocus, urban, and modern, Thus, they have much in common
with Westerners, A large proportion of this commmity, in additiom,
is highly Westernized and British-oriented. As a community,
they mixed more freely with the British than Hindus because they
do not consider foreigners untouchable as do traditiomal Hindus,

The Christians, as a whole, do not share the characteristics
of wealth and urbanism with Westerners to the same degree the
Parsis do. The Protestant and Roman Catholic Christians stem from
conversions among uvntouchables, while the Kerala Christians are
not as concentrated in the lower classes, All have the bamd of
a common religion to bring them closer to the Westerm commmity,
Christians, because of widespread missionary work in India, have
had a rather high degree of contact with Westerners, but with a
very diffexent group of Westerners than those the Parsis and
Hindus met. In fact, the Nestern missionaries and Indian Chris-
tians together form a commmnity based on religious involvement
which sets them apart from both other Indians and other Westerners.

Although the philosophy of the Sikhs places them between

Hindus and Muslims, with roots in both, they have, since Independence,
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identified more closely with the dominant Hindus, The resurgence

of Sikh commmalism is relatively recent, For the purposes of

this study the Sikhs (and the one Jain) have been grouped with

Hindus because their overall life style and world view bears more

resemblance to the Hindu tham to the Mulin.za
Both the "population" and the sample drawm from it mirror

this pattern of involvement of the various Indian commmities

in international relations. The Muslims were the only Indians

it was difficult to locate as part of a mixed marriage. Muslims

do go abroad for higher studies, but they do not become very

involved in cross-cultural relations in India, Possibly a larger

percent of Indian Muslims remain in the West than other Indians,

in addition to the earlier ones who migrated to, or remained in

Pakistan, Many fear that their skills will not be adequately

utilized because of their minority status in India, and especially

because of the history of eamity between them and the dominant

Hindus, The lack of Muslim cross-cultural involvement in India

is further substantiated by the fact that I heard of no Muslim

women married to Westerners at all, and by the fact that all Muslim

men met their wives outside of India, This also points up the

extreme caution traditiomal Muslims practice imn protecting their

wvonen from eutsiders, There were, on the other hand, both men

281: must be kept in mind that the Hindus in this study are
modern, and most of those in the sample, though not their paremts,
eat meat and do not observe caste restrictions on imteractiom.
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and wvomen from all the other communities mentioned married to
westerners, and they had met their partmners both in India aad
abroad,

The number of women in any commnity married to foreigners
is a useful indicator of the community's cross-cultursl involve-
ment, Nome of the Indian wives are Muslim, and as was pointed
out, the Indian Muslim commmmity is far from intermationally
oriented, The Hindus are khe most numerous in international
circles because they are such a large majority of the population,
but as a whole they are not everly active in the third culture,
It is predominantly the Hindu men who have specific role relation-
ships with Westerners bringing them into third culture groupings.
Hindus are able to compartmentalize their lives in such a way that
a husband’s involvement with other nationalities may have no
effect at all on his family. Not many of the Hindu women, there-
fore, are actually involved in cross-cultural networks, This is
seen in the ssmple of couples used in this study, for omly temn
percent of the Hindus are women, By comparison, the more modern
and Westernized orientation of the entire Parsi and Christian
commumi ties which includes women, is reflected in the fact that
nearly 30 percent of the Parsis in the sample and 55 percemt of
the Chrisci-.u are women,

The discussion thus far has been in general terms, The
following Tables, 1 and 2, indicate the specific distribution of
couples included in the study with regard to nationality of the
Western partner and religion of the Indian,
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TABLE 1. DISTRIBUTION OF WESTERN PARINERS ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY

Natiepality Mivea Husbandg JOIAL
British 27 9 36
Mmerican 17 6 23
Commonwealth (Canada,

Australia, New Zealand) 6 1 7
German 14 2 16
Other Buropean 29 2 ) |

Switzerland, Belgium,

Luxembourg, Netherlands (12) (1) (13)

France, Italy, Spain (8) (1) (9)

Scandinavia 3) - (63

Eastern BEurope %) - *)

Other--3, Africa, Greece _(2) —_— £2)
TOTAL 93 20 113

TABLE II, DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN PARINERS ACCORDING 70 RELIGION

Religion lusbands Mives IOTAL
Hindu 63 7 70
Muslim 11 - 11
Christian 8 9 17
Parsi 5 2 7
Sikh 5 1 6
Jain 1 - 1
Coorg —_ ~1 —1
TOTAL 93 20 113
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Another kind of commmal identity important to Indians is
that based on affiliation with regional cultures, e.g., Bamgali,
Madrasi, or Gujarati, North Indians predominate in the "popula-

tiom® of 500.2°

This is partly because far more time was spent
in the North collecting names of couples than in the South, It
is expected that a complete list of Indian-Western couples would
still iadicate a greater involvement of North Indians in cross-
cultural relations compared to those from the South, Indians

in the third culture are largely urban, and India‘*s three largest
urban centers, Delhi, Bombay, and Calcutta, are in the North,

In addition, historically as now, the Westerm population in India
concentrated in Northern cemnters, giviang Indians there more
opportunity to observe other cultures, and providing chamnels of
acutal contact with Westerners for some, The importance of Cal-
cutta as the major center of the British Colonial population amd
the city presently claiming the largest British populatiem in
India, combined with the modern orientation of many Bengalis
makes Bangal the state contributing the largest number of Indians

to cross-cultural marriages,

29Nm:th India refers to thosex regioms in which the language
is Sanskrit based, and South India includes areas with Dravidian
based lamguages.
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TABLE 3, DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN PARINERS ACCORDING TO REGION OF ORIGIN

Reglon Husbands Mives IDIAL
NORTH - Pmjab, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh,

Jammu and Kashmir 17 3 20
EAST - Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Assam 23 5 28
WEST -~ Gujarat, Maharashtra 18 3 21
CENTRAL ~ Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh 8 1 9
SOUTH = Andhra Pradesh, Mysore, Kerala,

Madras, Goa 26 7 33
No response _ i -2
TOTAL 93 20 113
Social Status

One common finding regarding the social background of mixed
couples brought out frequently in the literature on mixed marriages
is that their economic position before marriage was precarlm.ao
In spite of the prevaleat stereotype of Indians marrying land-
ladies' daughters, this generalization about the marginal economic
position of individuals who marry cross-culturally prior to marriage
is not supported by the couples interviewed for this study, The

Indians, in particular, are from very well-placed families; all

’ohrry D. Barnett, "Research on International and Interracial
Marriage," jmerican Jociological Review, 25 (1960). Similar
findings were brought out with regard to specific examples of
mixed marriages in: Chester Hunt and Richard W, Coller, "Inter-
marriage and Cultural Change: A Study of Philippine-American
Marriages,” Socisl Forces, 35 (1956-7), p. 223; John Biesanz and
Luke M, Smith, "Adjustment of Interethnic Marriages on the Isthmus
of Panama," American Sociological Review, 16 (1951), p. 819; amd
Joseph Golden, "Negro-White Marriages in Philadelphia,” (wmpudblished
Ph,D, dissertatien, University of Pemnsylvania, 1951),



w: 1l percamt of
mi-prefessiomal,
dicers, The woo
retige occupatio
2 fathers of Ind
c:fessiomal, (Se

Ia India ome*
3 by class, esp
mect, as well,
®l placed, for c
4 the Brabmin, yr
thadix,)



48

but 11 percent of their fathers were executives, professiomal,
semi-professional, proprietors, or government officials and military
officers, The wemen's fathers were more concentrated in high
prestige occupations than those of the Indian men; 85 percent of
the fathers of Indian wives were either professional or semi-
professional, (See Table A-2 in appendix,)

In India one's position is determined by caste even more
than by class, especially when marriage is considered., In this
respect, as well, the Indians who married foreigners were extremely
well placed, for over half the Hindus and Sikhs were of families
in the Bralmin, writer or doctor castes. (See Table A~3 in
appendix,)

Before Independence lower class and caste Indians had little
if any opportunity to meet Westermers, Lower class Christians
did meet missionaries, but this was primarily a functional rela-
tionship, one in which the Westerner was definitely superior,
The only Indians with whom the British interacted on enything
like an equalitarian basis were the non-traditional elite of
Hindu society. It was the sons of that same elite who had the
opportunity to study abroad, Before Independence financidl
status determined who went abroad for studies more than intellectusl
merit,

Nesterners in the sample are of a slightly lower class posi-
tion as a whole than the Indians because most of them did not leave

their om comtry to meet their Indiam partners, Therefore, the
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expense of travel and living abroad did not select an elite group,
The growth of higher education in the U.S., and to some extent in
Rurope, permits more middle class and lower middle class young
people to attend college, bringing them into contact with Indian
students, In addition, Indian students in the West can, and do
meet young people who are not in college,

The fathers of most of the Western partners were semi-professional,
proprietors or officials, A larger proportion of the remaining
were in lower skilled occupations than in the professions or at
the executive level in business, (See Table A-2 in appendix,)

The substantial background of the couples is reflected in their
high educational attainment, In line with their higher than
average Cclass position, the Indians are more highly educated than
the Westerners, (See Table A~4 in appendix,) More than dine out
of ten Indian husbands and nearly eight out of ten Indian wives
hold at least a B,A, degree, and an unusually large number have
completed M.A.'s, professional degrees, or Ph.,D.'s. Western
husbands are between Indian husbands and Indian wives with respect
to educational achievemant., Omnly among the VNestern wives do we
find the majority with at least a B,A, Three fourths have com=
pleted omly 12th grade or. that plus some technical training,

Although the Western wives deviate from the others in the
sample with respect to average level of education, they deviate
less from others of their sex and nationality than do the Indian

wives, In marrying men with more education than themselves, the
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Western wives are conforming to expectatioms in India and the
Nest, If the social status of an Indian husband is very much
higher than that of his Western wife, the fact that the wife is
VWestern, which generally carries high status in India, serves to
reduce the status gap. The Western men who have married cross-
culturally are well educated, and have high status in India.
Marrying an Indian woman is generally regarded as bemeath their
position, This perticular status gap is narrowed by the high
educational attaimment of the Indian wives. A long~time foreign
resident in India commented that to the British status is more
important than nationality, and that if a girl had the proper
background and behavior, the fact that she was Indian became
irrelevant,

In traditional cultures those with very high status meet
outsiders and often those in very low positions also meet out-
siders, although in a very different kind of relationship, It
is those in the middle who are most concerned about protecting
their position, and their cultural heritage. The Anglo-Indian
commmity has its roots in marriages of low-caste, low-class
Indian women to the lower ramking British with the British East
India Company, or British "Tommies"=~the enlisted men, The com~
temporary Indian-Western marriages draw Indian women from the upper
echelons of their respective groups within India, The less
traditional and closed a society, the deeper contact with out-

siders cen permeate, Westerm societies are far less traditional
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than is India; therefore, there is a higher probability that middle
class Westerners will meet and marry foreigners.

The generational difference between the Indian and Western
wives in this sample is also related to their educational differ-
ences. On the average, the Western women are older than the
Indian, Only in the last generation has it become at all common
for women to pursue higher education, especially graduate training.
A large proportion of the Western women reached the marriageable
age at a time vhen a wvoman's place was in the home and pursuing

intellectual interests was definitely not feminine,

Family Types

Already pointed out several times because it is so basic,
is the fact that fewer Indian women than men marry foreigners
because of their protected position in a traditional society.
Those women who do marry out of their commmity, therefore, come
from less traditional families than do the men, That is, their
families have already provided the beginnings of a move away
from the established patterns for women,

While about three-fourths of the Indian husbands were raised
in families considered traditional or transitiomnal, only a little
over cme-fourth of the women had this kind of familial background,
(See Table A-5 in appendix.) A transitional family is one in which
traditional familial patterns are beginning to change, Usually
the men in such families have taken jobs which are modemm or

Western in nature, Often because of these occupations such families
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are urban and exposed to ideas and behavior patterns quite differemt
from their traditional ones, In addition, the men in the family
may have even traveled outside India, The tramsition, then,

begins ocutside the actual family and only eventually permeates
within the home, Heads of transitional families prefer to maintain
a traditional home life; thus, the women in a transitional family
can be considered traditiomal., Consequently, they are umlikely

to have much contact with, or interest in, the outside world,

The great majority of the Indian wives came from families
outside this traditional pattern, and already modern or Western
oriented to some degree, Over half the women's families fit this
category by virtue of religious identity, Christian or Parsi,
alome. Bven a girl in a relatively traditional Chrut‘lm fanily
will feel some affinity with Westerners because their life styles
reflect a coomon heritage., A fairly traditional Christian girl
protected from outsiders may very well have contact with Westerners
as part of her om commmity,

More significantly, over one-fourth of the Indian wives'®
families can be classified as modern, Westernized, or third

culture t-uiu.n

The modern family appears traditional in
patterns such as dress, food, and housing, but is not bound to

traditional ways of thinking about goal attainment and interpersonal

nhlly types are not classified according to religion,
The Christian and Parsi femilies just discussed are included in
the modern, Westernized or third culture categortes,
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relations, Generally highly educated, the members of such families
use their training to change, or modermize their world, One im-
portant characteristic of the modern orientation is that it
includes the wvomen on a more equalitarian basis, The Westernized
family has adopted Western cultural patterns almost entirely,

and is oriented toward the West as much, if not more then, toward
India, These generally upper class families associate widely

with the British, as they did before Independence, and oftem spend
a great deal of time in the U.K. Several children of such families
in the sample had all of their education in Britain, following the
pattern established by British colonial officials in India, The
modern third culture type of family is the newest of these patterms,
Consequently, only two Indian wives and one husband were raised

in this type of family., These are more internationally oriented
families, with less attention focused on the West (especially
Britain) per se, Such families are in a bi-national, or inter-
national milieu because of the father's occupation--a diplomat,
representative of a foreign firm, or some other third cultural

job,

Families of the Indian wives were more apt to have been non-
traditional in two other respects as well, Almost half the women,
half again as many as the men, had some other mixed marriage in
the nuclear family, For these individuals,marrying out of their

community,was not a complete break with tradition; indeed, for
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some it may have been a continuing pattern of breaking commmal
bonds. One Indian, after naming six different religions, regions,
or naticnalities, from which his brothers and sisters had chosen
their six partners, said, "I suppose it was an unwrittean law that
we marry out of our own subcaste of Brahmin Bengali Christian.,"
It is also particularly significant that nearly one-third of the
vomen had non-traditional role models in their mothers who had
moved out of the home, at least part time, for employmemt,

The sharp distinction between traditional and modern families
is not found in the West as it is in India, Traditional families
in India are conserving an ancient culture, usually Hindu, a
culture not affected by the world ecumene. The modern Indian
families, and even more so the VWestermized and third culture
families have either introduced elements of the ecumene and the
West into their lives, or essentially adopted the Western culture
in toto. There is, then, a decided qualitative difference between
the traditional and the modern and Western in India.

In the West, traditional families differ from the very
modern mainly in the degree to which they preserve their ethaic
heritage, Although their world view may be narrow, and behavior
traditional, they are preserving a culture which has its roots
in the ecumene., The modern Westerners sre not as tied to a
specific, limited interpretation of the ecumene as is the French
villager, for example, The lives of modern Europeans are simply
more closely integrated with other parts of the world, With this
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in mind, Western families have been categorized according to the
amount of experience with other cultures, rather than as tradi-
tional or modern, Considering the proximity of other nations for
Europeans, the families of the Westerners in this sample are not
noteworthy for cross-cultural activity, although approximately
four-fifths did have some cross-cultural experience., (See Table A-6
in appendix,) Those who could be considered highly involved in

more than one culture account for a larger proportion of Western
husbands? families than Western wives',

The extent to which Westerners might be following an established
pattern of exogamous marriages is quite similar to the Indian
pattern, Western wives are more apt to have some other kind of
mixed marriage in the family than the Western husbands, Although
most other mixed marriages in the families were to other Westerners,
there were a few relatives who had married non-Westerners, including

two sisters who had Indian husbands as well,
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Rt B croas-Cultursl Marcisseal’?

Some Are Marginal in One Role
It is not uncommon to hear that people who marry out of their

owmn group, especially when the marriage involves very dissimilar
cultures or races, are marginal, The preceding discussion makes
it clear that this is not the case for most of the individuals

in this study with regard to social status at the time of marriage,
Often discussions of marginality suggest that an element of choice
is involved, that the commmity chooses to "outcaste" an individual
or the individual chooses to leave his commmity, It also implies

that the whole person is marginal to his society or culture.
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