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ABSTRACT

THE INVADED SELF: SYSTEMIC ASPECTS OF FEMALE
SUBORDINATION

By
Betsy Cullum-Swan

Although they are traumatic personal events,
invasions of women are organized and patterned by
patrimonial social structure, by social institutions
(religion, state, family, medicine, law) and by
interactive conventions that frame the experience and
give it meaning. These serve to legitimate male
violence. Patrimony works through the structuring of;
1)the mode of production, 2)relations in paid work,
3)relations in the state, 4)relations in sexuality ,
S)male violence, and 5)cultural institutions.
Institutions label, legitimate, and deny invasions
selectively. Interactive rules and conventions stabilize
and conventionalize the experience.

In many respects society legitimates invasions of
women herein conceptualized as: positive, neutral, and
negative. Consensual intercourse is typical of a
positive invasion, medical procedures are considered
neutral invasions, and coerced intercourse, incest, and
rape are labeled negative invasions. The study aims to
illuminate the social construction of negative invasions,
to discover their historical antecedents in social

relations, and to investigate the sequalae of such



invasions in present alcohol use, and male/female
relations.

The study is based on a sample survey (N=341, 33%
male 67% female) of college students, and data from ten
interviews with female volunteers from the survey sample.
The study examines some basic propositions and hypotheses
concerning patrimonial order, social institutions,
interactive conventions, and the meaning of invasions.
Twenty-two hypotheses were tested. Eighteen were
supported by the data. The principal independent
variables were presence of violence in the home, father
abusive to mother, and parental use of alcohol. The
primary dependent variable was involvement in negative
invasions.

Responses to neutral medical invasions and positive
sexual invasion were explored, as was the impact of
negative experience on frame confusion and inappropriate
emotions. Guttman scaling, cross-tabulation, and
descriptive statistics were used. A semiotic framing
technique was used to derive the social constructions of
invasions, Inductive methodology was utilized to discover
themes in the interviews with particular focus on the
subjects’ experience of negative invasion. These
qualitative findings were discussed in three areas:
family dynamics, family dysfunction, the event and its
meaning. Findings were consistent with the quantitative
data.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This is a study of the generation of meaning within a
cultural context. The conceptualization, labeling, and
phenomenon, of a continuum of acts, the invasion of
womenl, and their pragmatic and philosophical
contribution to unequal distribution of power between the
sexes will be explored. I contend that female invasion is
a form of male/female interaction which supports gender
stereotyping and the exclusion of females from appropriate
participation in cultural forms (Simmel 1971, 1984).
Similarly the fear and reality of invasion delimits
women’s ability to construct and define the content of
their own daily lives. This is a complex issue which does
not simply call for examination of the male psyche.
Rather one must focus upon the elements of engenderation,
roles, socialization, and social structure to fully
explore the phenomenon. I begin with social structure.

The social construction of psychological and physical
female invasions and acceptance of certain types of
controlling invasions as "normal male behavior" will be
investigated. The specific focus will be upon physical
invasions of women, e.g. intercourse, incest, rape,
childbirth, abortion, gynecological exams, and how they
function to define and maintain appropriately gendered
behavior in American society. In what manner invasions

1



2
are legitimated and institutionalized through family, the
state, law, religion, and medicine, and the dominance and
control which accompany the male role of invader, is basic
to the research. The ramifications of controlling2 and
negative invasions3 upon individual women, and the
possible development of medically defined symptoms or
syndromes will be further explored through interviews with
appropriate subjects. The operational definitions of
invasions are contained in footnotes at the end of this
chapter. These definitions and others are also listed in
Appendix A.
STRATIFICATION AND POWER

All cultural groups have a people ordering system. A
stratification system tells the individual where s/he is
placed in the cultural and social context and to some
degree what the content of his/her given role should be.
Many means or tools are utilized, by those holding
powerful positions and authoritative roles, to maintain
social ordering both vertically and horizontally.
Stereotyping, cultural domination, and sexual
objectification (Simmel 1984, Irigaray 1985, de Lauretis
1987, Bartkey 1990, Butler 1990) are highly effective
means of labeling and oppressing particular types of
persons, e.g., Blacks, Hispanics, women. They are
simultaneously effective strategies for sustaining control

for the powerful elite. These types of psychological



3
oppression allow "those who benefit from the established
order of things to maintain their ascendency with more
appearance of legitimacy and with less recourse to overt
acts of violence than they might otherwise require"
(Bartkey 1990: 23). Thus individual placement and the
dominant/submissive, superior/inferior paradigm for social
relations is variously communicated and operationalized.

It is frequently a strategy of controllers
to create and generate conflict within and between
powerless subordinate groups to maintain their separation
and circumvent cooperation and feelings of unity. This
keeps "minority" groups and their members in constant
conflict over limited resources and disallows focus upon
the real enemy the powerful ruling minority. Conceiving
female experience as essentially different according to
race, ethnicity, and/or class, effectively obscures the
consistent fears and threats that all women face in male
dominated societies. This strategy focuses attention on
difference rather than similarity and maintains divisions
between women.

Culture purveyed through language, experience, and
socialization provides a model or code for properly
gendered persons. Language structures the way individuals
think about themselves, others, and social relations (Mead
1962, Berger and Luckmann 1966, Goffman 1981).

Androcentric language, history, and culture, serve to



4
marginalize and separate non-members from the ruling group
(Rich 1980, Spender 1980, Todd 1989, Bartkey 1990, Flax
1990, Walby 1990). Those willing and able to affiliate
and identify with white males, i.e., their wives, educated
black males, may receive a sort of second class referred
status and power. However the lack of fit between self,
identity, personal experience, and cultural forms, (Simmel
1971, 1984) remains for these individuals.

Stratification systems utilize a variety of social
variables, both ascribed and achieved, to label and
stereotype individuals, establish social and spatial
boundaries, and to facilitate socialization to appropriate
role behaviors (Black 1984). Race, sex, class, ethnicity,
gender, health status, age, education, and occupation are
primary variables used to classify and position people in
a context. Rare or unusual combinations of these
variables may result in anomalous structural and/or
interactive situations. 1Individuals may find themselves
placed outside the system because of their conflicting
position or status (Black 1984: 1-28). Their title or
label may approximate an oxymoron as in woman lawyer, or
black senator. 1In these cases lawyer and senator must be
qualified by woman and black because the social assumption
and reality has been that white men hold these positions.

Stratification systems are really about the control

of wealth and power in a social group and must incorporate
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a means of mastering the bodies, minds, and labor of the
collective "minority" populations. Frequently a member of
the subordinate class may only access power through
relationships with others. This is generally the case
with members of the group female who approach power
primarily through significant powerful males. Thus what
the general populous does, thinks, reads, feels, and
generally their experience of everyday life, must be
structured to facilitate and maintain their relationship
to powerlessness and dependency upon the ruling status
group. A "don’t bite the hand that feeds you" philosophy
is at work in extreme dependency relations where animosity
and hatred are repressed and emerge in self-destructive
and/or passive aggressive behaviors. The inability of
many "minority" groups to systematically and overtly
express negative feelings toward their "superiors" results
in "problems of everyday life" (Szaz 1960) e.g., chronic
depression and mental illness, which are statistically
more prevalent among blacks and women than white males
(Broman 1991).

American institutions, which inculcate society with
sexist, racist, and heterosexist, hegemony and language,
reflect a stratification system in which white males, a
powerful minority, have been able to divide, conquer, and
subordinate other social groups (Rich 1980, Spender 1980,

Frye 1983, Keller 1985, de Lauretis 1987, Bartkey 1990).
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The strategies are various and complex and range from
systematic exclusionary mechanisms from groups or
institutions which teach and support economic and social
success, to sympathetic behavior toward groups which act
violently to remove competition. The exclusion of Jews
from country clubs, women from civic and athletic clubs,
and blacks from baseball teams and golfing clubs are
examples of the first tactic. The Klu Klux Clan, the
brotherhood of Masons, the Shriners, and the Mafia, are
examples of the second. Thus American society has
historically generated a variety of social mechanisms,
predicated upon diverse demographic criteria, to select
against and disadvantage everyone but white middle and
upper class males.

The interaction of class, sex, and gender, have
served to maintain the generally subordinate position of
women in American culture. They are significant social
mechanism which serve to group, label, unite and /or
separate indivduals. Because a woman’s ability to
economically survive is directly linked to her affective
and relational ties with men, her class placement and
effective representation of the feminine ideal are
essential in finding and keeping a marital partner
(Weitzman 1985). Thus economic and social survival of
women and children is socially enstructured and

pragmatically a function of ties with men. Therefore the
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status of women in stratifiction studies remains
ambiguous.

Other variables such as race and education may
moderate interactive effects, but the primary relationship
between the three is multiple and extremely complex. In
the course of this study I will examine; 1) how these
variables function cooperatively to keep women in "their
place", 2) the ways in which institutions inculcate,
legitimate, and socialize individuals into roles which are
congruent with a patriarchal or male dominant social form,
and 3) the strategies and tactics (particularly invasions)
which are used to maintain an unequal distribution of
power between men and women.

INVASIONS

Throughout history invasions of an other’s community,
land or property, privacy, or bodily integrity, have
proven a successful means of control and protecting the
stratification order. Taking away, possessing or
inhabiting an other’s space or limiting their autonomy is
a highly effective means to gain access and create and
maintain a position of power. 1In an invasive context, the
use of force and violence 4 whether it is ideological,
psychological, and/or physical, facilitates the event and
the maintenance of power relations.

For centuries women have been claimed as booty by

victorious males (Veblen 1934). As groups of males
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invaded and sought control of others’ territory they
enslaved the women of the vanquished group. The men of
the conquered group were killed, the settlement was
pillaged, and the women were raped. Such women continued
to be utilized for their labor and sexual services. Their
only escape from treatment as a slave was to please a
powerful male within the new group and receive personal
protection in exchange for their loyalty and sexual
services. Women were the first slaves and only after the
successful enslavement of women who could be defined as
strangers, did men learn how to enslave men of those
groups and later subordinates from within their own group
(Lerner 1986: 213). Thus an historical precedent exists
for the status of women as subordinate to men and
primarily a function of their sexual ties and familial
relationships with particular men.
PHENOMENOLOGY OF INVASIONS

Invasions may be of a variety of types; geographical,
psychological, physical, and present in different sorts of
settings or relationships; e.g. wars, territorial
conflict, brainwashing, "mindfucking", sexual harassment,
pornography, psychoanalysis, and sexual intercourse, rape,
or a gynecological exam. Invasions have an element of
aggression which may be manifested in the use of violence,
although I do not define all invasions as violence toward

women, nor does an invasion call for entry into a body.
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Mental or psychic invasions are highly effective tools for
the control of women which do not necessarily call for
physical invasion.

Women’s subordinate status and physical construction
seems to render them more frequently vulnerable to physical
invasions than men. Women’s bodies are constructed in a
manner which provides a specific passage for invasion.
Although all humans have mouths and rectums which may be
invaded, these passages are not primarily defined as
pathways for invasion by a bodily part of the opposite sex
i.e. the penis. The mouth provides an aperture for taking
in food and the anal sphincter expels waste matter from the
body. The moral prohibition against invasive sexual
behaviors around these openings, with the exception of mouth
to mouth kissing, serves to stigmatize and criminalize oral
and anal intercourse. Thus invasions or penetrations of the
vagina are legitimated biologically and through the social
construction of sexuality.

Vaginal invasions may carry an instrumental and/or
affective component and have conflicting denotative and
connotative meanings. The specific meaning of invasive
events has provided much fodder for discussion between
feminists. Are intercourse, rape, and incest, sexual
behaviors, violent and aggressive acts, or some combination
of the two? The focus upon the violent and aggressive

aspects of these events has been extensively examined in
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feminist literature. Catharine MacKinnon, an important
spokespersoh for this perspective, characterizes intercourse
as an act having male and female roles of domination and
submission "in which masculinity is the enjoyment of
violatigp, and femininity the enjoyment of being violated"”
(1991: 136). Similarly Freud’s focus upon sexual and
aggressive drives as primary in both his theoretical work
and clinical findings provides an insight into the
difficulty of disengaging the two.

The use and effect of of invasive techniques
(physical, psychological, and emotional), is primary in
the research. I have chosen the word invasion to describe
a group of strategies and tactics males use to assert
their power over females. Webster (1936) defines invasion
as "the incoming, or first attack, of anything painful,"
invade as "1)to enter for conquest or plunder. 2)to
infringe; or encroach on; to invade the rights of the
people" and invasive as "aggressive, encroaching" (530).
The word and its derivatives combine the element of
aggression with intruding into someone else’s space,
taking away something belonging to another, and/or
limiting another’s autonomy. I believe this describes
many women’s feelings about a variety of "intimate
intrusions® (Stanko 1985) e.g., sexual joking and
harassment, unwanted sexual touching, gynecological exams

(Cullum-Swan 1994), C-sections, birth (Arms 1975,
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Ehrenreich & English 1979, Oakley 1980, Smith-Rosenberg
1985) abortion, rape, incest, and potentially sexual
intercourse (Dworkin 1987, MacKinnon 1991). These acts,
although different in many ways, may leave women with a
similar feeling of being encroached upon and controlled.

For this research undertaking an an invasion is
defined as entering another’s space, e.g., land, bodily
orifice, or psyche, which will be differentially labeled
according to consent, role relations, and "function" of
the event. These labels are congruent with the social
construction of invasive events. For example consensual
vaginal intercourse is labeled a positive invasion5
because both parties participate voluntarily. Rape and
incest are considered negative invasions because of the
nonconsensual nature of the act, and vaginal penetration
for medical purposes e.g., childbirth, gynecological exam,
abortion, is considered a neutral invasioné6.
DEFINING INVASIONS

For purposes of this research, the significant
definitional elements of invasions are individual consent
and role propriety. A positive invasion is characterized
both by its consensual nature and the role attributes
which allow the participants to give consent. Thus
children, the mentally ill, and certain blood relations,
are never appropriate sexual partners. "Consensual

intercourse" between a man and woman having inappropriate
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social relations, e.g., father/daughter, sister/brother,
mother/son, physician/patient, is defined as as a negative
invasion because of moral and legal codes. A minor is
considered incapable of action with responsibility and
aforethought and therefore can’t engage in consensual sex
with anyone, especially an adult family member. They are
not equals, both experientially and under the law, and the
minor needs protection, guidance, and socialization from
significant adults.

Patients are inappropriate in terms of role relations
and ability to consent. Thus sexual intercourse between
physicians and patients is considered immoral and illegal
regardless of the age, desire, and/or yea saying of the
patient. The physician is placed in a position of trust
and in a caretaking role similar to that of a parent.

This is not the only nor necessarily optimal role
relations for physicians and patients, but it is the
standard in a patriarchal culture having gender roles
generated by familial form. Professional standards and a
medical model calling for affective neutrality from the
physician (Parsons 1952) means that intimate sexual
relations within this dyad would confuse and pollute the
primary relationship.

The propriety of sexual relations between consenting
adults has always been controversial as is evidenced by

the volume of constant gossip over who is screwing whom.
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However the recent public nature of the debate and the
barrage of media information concerning alleged
inappropriate sexual couplings, e.g., nursery school
scandals, psycho therapists and their patients, has
brought the phenomenon of negative invasion to movie of
the week format and elevated it to social problem status.

Although invasions are herein conceptualized as
positive, neutral, and negative, remember these value
labels are perspectival, somewhat external, and objective
social constructions of events and that all invasive
events stimulate feelings and memories stored in the
psyche and the body. It is also clear, within a symbolic
interactionist framework and from a dramaturgical
perspective, that invasive events are laden with meanings
both personal, cultural, and historical, and that defining
a specific occasion as only sex, violence, making love, or
having a medical procedure, is not theoretically useful
(Cullum-Swan 1994). The impact or meaning of any
interactive event is frequently negotiated and
retrospectively analyzed and understood. We do recall
similar experiences and frames (Goffman 1974) which have
common elements, and the presence of these elements in a
variety of frames is precisely what I contend causes women
to confuse and conflate a variety of different invasive
experiences.

It is thus possible for the woman’s subjective
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evaluation of an event to differ from the pragmatic label.
Clearly an affective component is present in all types of
vaginal invasions and the woman’s feelings and reaction to
a particular incident may not be congruent with the labels
used in this research. For example a woman may feel
negatively about intercourse with her husband and
experience some feelings of sexual stimulation during a
gynecological exam. But a typology of positive, negative,
and neutral objectively differentiates types of vaginal
invasions and is functional for this research. I will
examine the subjective and affective component of
invasions by looking at women’s memories of negative or
difficult neutral invasions and how such reminders effect
a woman’s ability to experience vaginal penetration of any
type without a traumatic reaction.
INSTITUTIONS

I will examine the social construction or meaning of
these three types of invasions and how institutions define
a given occurance as a particular type, e.g., positive,
neutral, negative. For example vaginal penetration of the
female by a male can be defined as intercourse, rape,
incest, or attempted impregnation, if an institutional
definition becomes relevant. Direct institutional
intervention in the definition of an invasive act is not
routinely necessary. It occurs when a woman seeks help

because of physical or psychological violence and fear for
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her safety or that of her children. However women
internalize the cultural and institutional definitions of
invasive events. These definitions are important in a
woman’s decision to name or take action about an unwanted
and nonconsensual invasion.

It is clear that individual women may define a given
event differently from the involved male/s and authority
figures, e.g., police, physicians, therapists, lawyers.
Rape by a stranger is the most frequent invasive event
brought to institutional attention (Brownmiller 1975,
Russell 1975, Estrich 1987, Matoesian 1993) simply because
the institution may define the act as "real" and consider
the perpetrator at fault rather than the victim.

Thus the embodied experience of sexual molestation,
rape, and/or incest may remain locked inside the woman
because she realistically fears it will not be validated
by others. It lies dormant to disable and cripple. If
"secret stories" are disclosed, especially those involving
a male relative, they remain primarily within the family.
Their reality may be denied even as the behaviors become
normalized and routinized. "Silence about intimate
assault, including childhood sexual abuse remains the
norm...They are never discovered because women continue to
remain silent (Stanko 1985: 25).

Victims of negative invasions frequently don’‘t tell

because they fear loss of affection, support, domicile,
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and the reality of more abuse because of the disclosure
(Stanko 1985, Russell 1986, Loseke 1992). The powerful
dominant male role and submissive powerless female role
are actualized and perpetuated through the denial
conspiracy. Because the United States is historically a
patriarchal and capitalist society, the vestiges of
thinking about women and children as property of men
(Collins 1982) cannot be ignored as significant in the
social construction and disattention toward violent
invasions of women.
INSTITUTIONAL COLLUSION

I conceptualize the institutions of religion, the
state, medicine, and the patriarchal family, as primary in
the actual socialization and engenderation of males and
females. If stereotypical male/female roles are
culturally entrenched and supportive of a sex/gender
system (Rubin 1975), then the the invasion of women serves
as an effective social control mechanism. I will
specifically examine how institutions function to maintain
a sex/gendered stratification system and how these
institutions name, label, legitimate, and sometimes
sanction female invasion.

Ideal types are useful for making generalizations.
Belief typifications concerning conventional behaviors or
attributes of persons are very important tools for

socialization. Pink and blue blankets, boisterous voices
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and rough games, daintiness, red fire trucks, and baking
cookies, are easily connected to boys or girls by cultural
members. We know what the stereotypes are even if we do
not believe them nor cohere to them. But they are
institutionally and culturally prevalent and inform our
beliefs and attitudes concerning gender. Thus it is
essential to note that whether an individual 1)adheres to
particular religious beliefs or is an atheist, 2)supports
or opposes social control through legislation and
enforcement, 3)seeks conservative medical care or uses
alternative healing practices, and 4)lives in an ideal
nuclear male headed or nontraditional household, the
behavioral and ideological expectations of institutions
have manifest and latent effects upon all members of
society.

These macro structures serve to inculcate and
actually coerce individuals into their predetermined
roles. This is possible because people can’t totally
avoid dealing with institutions and their representatives,
e.g., doctors, lawyers, police, religious leaders, and
government officials, who directly effect the health,
wealth, liberty, and general well being of individuals.
Indirect institutional effects come through media
constructions of "real life experiences", and others
accounts and experiences, so that all cultural members

believe they know what it is like to be hospitalized, to
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go to court, or get divorced.

Institutions and their ideologies are overtly
structurally linked and manifest in Catholic hospitals run
by nuns, and religious fanatics "legally" harassing women
at abortion clinics (Time, April 19, 1993). We can see
how medicine, the law, family, and religion converge in
this example. Labeling abortion as murder, a religious
and potentially legal definition of abortion, is used to
preserve the family, and define for physicians the
propriety, morality, and legality of a medical procedure
regardless of the best interest of the patient. These
institutions are covertly and instrumentally conjoined
through ideological means such as legal codes congruent
with Christianity and patriarchy, and attempts to overturn
Roe. V Wade so the state and "fathers" of fetuses can
intervene in a woman’s physical autonomy.

I also consider these institutions as nested in terms
of function from the macro to micro level. Religion is
ideology which shelters and bleeds into the other
institutions and caters to individual and social
requirements for a set of sacred beliefs. Religion
provides the means to explain the inexplicable, forgive
the unforgivable, and have faith in the impossible.
Religious systems may similarly remove individual blame or
guilt for wrong doing by claiming the act is moral in the

name of god, e.g., the crusades, Salem trails and burning
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of "witches", and virulent anti-abortionists’ violence.

Medicine is practical and functional. It deals with
the physical body yet is moderated and controlled by
religious norms and values as exemplified by the uproar
over Dr. Koverkian and the topic of euthanasia. Religious
doctrine, particularly Christian beliefs, provide a
baseline for moralistic behaviors and decisions in the
medical sphere. Because physicians attend the liminal
events of birth and death, which literally open and close
the family circle, a certain flush of sacridity and belief
in "family values" is attributed to the profession. After
all science and technology have replaced religion as the
opiates of the people and usurped decisions which
previously belonged to the family. Clearly strong ties
exist between religion, family, and medicine, and a set of
pseudo sacred beliefs comes to intervene in the decision
making and operation of a practical science.

The democratic state functions to preserve order in
society by establishing and enforcing laws and protecting
the rights of the individual. However law is predicated
upon and reflects the vertical and horizontal structure of
society (Black 1984). Thus a social contract becomes
necessary. As Rousseau saw it "a social contract enables
individuals voluntarily to subject themselves to the state
of civil law; freedom becomes obedience and, in exchange

protection is provided (Pateman 1988: 7). Individual
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rights are specified in contractual agreements between
parties, e.g., husband and wife, capitalist and laborer,
and citizens may expect that agreements will be enforced
by the state if necessary. Citizens exchange obedience
for protection which results in relations of civil mastery
and obedience. However if women are excluded from the
category of citizen under the original contract, which was
certainly constructed without the direct input of women,
what is their status under the law? If law is a
patriarchal institution can the civil position of woman
differ from her place in the male headed household?

I contend this objectification and lack of clear
legal status has allowed male control of women
individually and as a group, and has denied women legal
protection. I argue that the original contract does not
include women and this omission and the conceptualization
of women as property (Collins 1982, Pateman 1988) has
allowed men to violently abuse and utilize negative
invasions to control women.

When women claim to be negatively invaded the legal
institution gathers information and may take action upon
the perpetrators if it is unquestionably "real" (Estrich
1987) as in a stranger-stranger, forcible, rape. This
action on behalf of the wronged citizen, the husband,
father or brother, functions to maintain men’s control

over their female kin and to protect their property rights
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(Collins 1982) and "investments". This objective
definition of women as property means that theoretically
men can’t rape their wives since there is no contention
over rights or disagreement concerning a man’s access to
his own property. Because most negative invasions are not
between strangers, the legal definition of the situation
frequently conflicts with the woman’s personal definition
of the situation.

Physicians, i.e., psychiatrists, gynecologists, may
also be prosecuted for negative invasion of a patient,
even if the woman has been seductive or consented, on the
basis they have acted inapppropriately and broken the
Hippocratic oath. Thus the state and its legal arm
intervene when actions and contracts, primarily between
men, are under contention and functions to regulate and
police familial relations and medical malpractice which
may be occurances of negative invasions.

The relationships between the three previous
institutions should be clarified before moving on the the
family. Religion is conceptualized as ideological, a
primary socializer, and having a significant affect upon
the practical medical institution. The person needs
religion to nurture the soul, and medicine to care for the
body. Regulatory functions are served by the state
through the social contract, legislation, and the

practical and intrusive element of policing.
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The family will be conceptualized as the primary
micro and interactive socializer of engendered persons and
a significant site for negative invasions. Because of the
private nature of the family and various institutional
supports, violence toward females, through acts of
unwanted sexual intercourse and incest, remains hidden and
condoned. It is also within the family that children
observe their significant others attachment and
interaction with religious and medical institutions as
well as the state. Church attendance and inculcation with
religious norms and values is frequently a function of the
parents or grandparents influence and behavior. The role
of the medical establishment in familial coping with
normal events and medical crises is a significant factor
in the individual’s future reactions to medical events and
personal version of the "sick role" (Parsons 1952). A
conceptualization of the state as intrusive and/or
supportive of the family is similarly learned by watching
and listening to parental conversations and interaction
with authority figures such as the police.

Family solidarity and longevity directly effect the
individual’s relationship with significant institutions.
The prevalence of divorce and reconstituted families
results in loyalty questions and the presence of many
biologically unrelated persons cohabiting. The potential

for anger, jealously and violence, as well as
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inappropriate sexual relationships within the "family" is
certainly a function of such changes in family form.

It is important to note that women’s roles and
"place(s)" in society are radically changing and that
men’s roles are somewhat reactive to these changes (Kimmel
1987). It is precisely these changes and the assumption
of some powerful roles by women, e.g. doctor, lawyer,
politician, priest, economic head of household, which has
facilitated questioning the meaning and function of
invasions of women. It is only during the past two
decades that rape, incest, and wife battering, have
emerged as social problems. I do not insinuate or contend
that control of women through negative invasions is a
conscious male strategy in which all men actively and
wantonly participate. The biological, psychological,
social, and interactive elements which have contributed to
the current state of affairs are extremely complex and
difficult to disentangle. Nonetheless, the situation
exists. Women are systematically raped, abused, and
molested, primarily by their male significant others, and
how these abuses of power are institutionally supported

calls for examination.
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Notes Chapter 1

1 An invasion is entering another’s space, e.g., land,

bodily orifice, or psyche.

2 A controlling invasion is nonconsensual and violent

entry into another’s psychological and/or physical space.

3 A negative invasion is involuntary, unwanted, and
violent sexual interaction having attempted or
completed orifice entry by an object, e.g., penis,
finger, bottle, dildo, banana. The individuals are
not expressing positive affect for one another and

often have inappropriate role relations.

4 Violence is use of routinized and implicit, or
explicit coercion in the form of force, fear, and/or
threats towards another’s autonomy. It may be

psychological or physical in form.

5 A positive invasion is voluntary orifice entry which
is sexual in nature, often characterized by mutual
expression of positive affect, and culturally

appropriate role relations between the individuals.
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6 A neutral invasion is orifice entry for a medical
purpose such as childbirth, abortion, or a
gynecological exam. The participants have neutral

affect for one another which is acted out through

their role relations.



CHAPTER 2
INVASIONS AS SOCIAL CONTROL

The primary thesis of this research is that women are
dominated and controlled by men through a variety of overt
and covert methods. I contend that invasions of women,
having male dominant and female submissive roles, are
endemic and extremely effective control and disciplinary
mechanisms. Invasions are operationalized in the social
structures which evolve in a patriarchal society. A
patriarchal society is characterized by consistent
male\female roles and power relations which exist in both
the public and private sectors of society. Thus social
institutions, e.g., medicine, law, family, religion, which
are organizationally structured and populated according to
a male dominant model, facilitate, and utilize invasions.

Patriarchy is defined by Walby as "a system of social
structures and practices in which men dominate, oppress
and exploit women™ (1990: 20). These male/female relations
are operationalized through six primary social structures:
1)patriarchal mode of production, 2)patriarchal relations
in paid work, 3)patriarchal relations in the state, 4)male
violence, 5)patriarchal relations in sexuality, and
6)patriarchal relations in cultural institutions (Walby
1990). Although I agree with the structural mode of
operationalization, I will focus upon patriarchy as "the
manifestation and institutionalization of male dominance

.26
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over women and children in the family and the extension of
"male dominance over women in society in general"™ (Lerner
1986: 239).

I contend that female oppression and exploitation are
only two of the strategic modalities which educate and
coerce persons concerning their social placement.
Stereotyping and objectification are other strategies to
keep individuals in their appropriate place. Thus
oppression and exploitation help to enforce and maintain
male cultural, institutional, social, and interactive
domination. To hold the subordinate position female, in
this stratification system, is to be oppressed and
exploited.

The male/dominant female/submissive paradigm is
socially pervasive and learned through observation and
intensive, coercive tutoring in proper sex/gender
appearance and behavior. Consistent representations
and enactments of male/dominant and female submissive
roles facilitate maintenance of the status quo. For
example, hairy women, hairless effeminate men,
aggressive "castrating bitches", and "faggots" are all
offenses of gender norms which consequently draw forth
angry and offensive responses and labels.

GENDER AND OPPRESSION
Gender is an oppressive social construct which

maintains women’s subordination. Examination of the
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pragmatic and systemic elements of the engenderation
system helps to expose its functional efficacy and
insidious character. For efficient

subordination, what’s wanted is that the

structure not appear to be a cultural

artifact kept in place by human decision

or custom, but that it appear natural that

it appear to be a quite direct

consequence of facts about the beast

which are beyond the scope of human

maniplation or revision. It must seem

natural that the individuals of the one

category are dominated by individuals of

the other and that as groups, the one

dominates the other.

(Frye 1983: 34)

Thus the social construction of gender which appears
to correlate with biological sex, provides a dramatic
facade of male/female difference and supports the
"natural®™ empowerment of bigger, stronger, males. Again,
focus upon the concept of male domination as the
organizing feature of patriarchy. I define oppression as
strategy or a "how to" of subordination.

A; stratification system has formal and informal
means to maintain order. Oppression, which functions in
both arenas, is an instrumental means to maintain the
unequal distribution of power in society. It is a tool
which supports the stratification system. Subordination
denotes role and placement, whereas oppression, in
cooperation with a variety of other strategies, keeps the

powerless in place. The state of being oppressed creates

a subjective and existential state of being. Thus the
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power of oppression lies in the fact that the oppressed
can be socialized to function as their own oppressors
(Frye 1983, Bartkey 1990). The victims victimize
themselves. For example mothers and grandmothers
infibulating their female offspring (Walker 1992) for fear
they will not be viable in the marriage market.

Oppression has to do with restriction of mobility-
both physical and psychological. Oppressed groups exist
in confinement. They are assaulted by barriers which
inhibit 1life choices and chances. However, because the
barriers are multifaceted, frequently unobservable, and
sometimes seem petty or "only in someone’s head", they are
subtle and dangerous. Oppression is an integral aspect of
social forms which communicate to women and other
"minority peoples" their grouping and membership in a
lesser social strata. Attempts to differentiate one’s
self from the disadvantaged group or to aggress against
the oppressor(s) are met with punishment, censure, or
deprivation (Foucault 1979, Frye 1983, Bartkey 1990).

Double bind situations typically arise in an
oppressive context and may stimulate angry and impotent
feelings in the oppressed and/or victimized. 1In a double
bind there are few options, and usually none are
acceptable. Figuratively and sometimes literally, "you’re
fucked if you do, and fucked if you don’t".

Social forms which oppress are represented
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externally and incorporated internally. The actual
barriers may be be economic, political, legal,
religious, and/or educational. However the cumulative
effect of innumerable road blocks to achievement,
status, legitimacy, etc, is psychologically
devastating, e.g., low self-esteem, self-derrogation,
self-hatred, depression, suicidal tendencies and
behaviors. Invasive tactics are a significant factor
in female oppression and yet only one of the many
strategems of oppression. Although many invasions are
bodily, the pervasive and long lasting effects of
female invasion are written on the "psychic body"
(Denzin 1984) as "the psychologically oppressed may
come to believe that they lack the capacity to be
autonomous" (Bartkey 1990: 30).
INVASIONS AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES

I will demonstrate how various types of invasions
are utilized in the six social structures (Walby 1990)
with particular focus upon: 1)patriarchal mode of
production; 4)violence; 5)sexuality; and 6)culture.
The entrenchment and maintenance of the sex/gender
system in relations of production, lack of intervention
in violence toward women, compulsory heterosexuality,
the culturally prevalent form of intercourse
(Dworkin 1987), and media objectification of the female

body and self, are examples of invasive tactics
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intrinsic to particular social structures.

Invasive encounters (Goffman 1961) are multifaceted
and variously manifested and dramatized. They are
characterized by an internal or external coercive element
and involve entry into another person’s physical or
psychological space. Invasions occur in different
interactive settings, primarily between men and women, and
are incorporated in diverse social relationships.
Although men can also be invaded, and women act as
invaders, the roles aren’t typically enacted in this
fashion. Thus total strangers, institutional
representatives, and male significant others, can use
invasive tactics to oppress and control women and just the
fear of a painful and violent invasion, e.g., spouse
abuse, rape, is an effective way to maintain female
submission (Hanmer 1978, Stanko 1985, Walby 1990).
Invasions are instrumental in the manufacture of a
controlled and docile female body and self. Invasions,
which may be used proactively or reactively as
disciplinar& practices, are formal enactments of male
dominant and female submissive roles. They are perhaps
the most potent weapon in a patriarchal society.

Engenderation, facilitated by invasive control
strategies, is a policy of coercions that act

upon the body, a calculated manipulation of

its elements, its gestures, its behavior.

The human body (enters) a machinery of power
that explores it, breaks it down and
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rearranges it. A ‘political anatomy’, which

(is) also a ’mechanics of power’, (is)...

born; it defines how one may have a hold

over others’ bodies, not only so that they

may do what one wishes, but so that they may

operate as one wishes, with the technique,

the speed and the efficiency that one

determines. Thus, discipline produces

subjected and practiced bodies, ’docile’

bodies. (Foucault 1979: 138)
The politically embued engenderation script is
written on the bodies and psyches of females. The fear
and reality of invasive discipline functions to structure
women’s daily lives and delimit individual autonomy.

INVASIVE CATEGORIZATION

The potential effect of invasive strategies and acts
is so powerful and consistent because of the casting of
the male\female roles and the consistent denegration of
the female self and body. I posit categorization of
invasive strategies, sexual and non-sexual, which
facilitate female submissiveness, into two primary types.
I now further delineate them. Controlling invasive
encounters may be sexual: 1)visual and cultural, e.g.
sexually explicit films, sexually explicit photos and
magazines; 2)physical/tactile but no body entry e.g.,
unwanted sexual advances and touching, child abuse, sexual
molestation; or 3)orifice entry (mouth, anus, vagina),
e.g., pressured into intercourse, rape, and incest.
Secondly, invasions may be nom-sexual: 1) socio-cultural

e.g., advertising, fashion magazines, media constructions

of the feminine self; 2) impersonal and interactive, e.gq.,
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verbal assaults with jokes and obscenities, spatial
invasions, standing inappropriately close; or 3)personal
and interactive, e.g., violent verbal assault and/or
psychological battering, physical battering by a
significant other. The following figure illustrates the

controlling invasion typology.

A) SEXUAL B) NON-SEXUAL
1)Visual/Cultural 1)Socio/Cultural
2)Physical/Tactile 2)Impersonal/Interactive
3)orifice Entry 3)Personal/Interactive

FIGURE 1

CONTROLLING INVASIVE ENCOUNTERS
The typology illustrated by figure 1 however, does
not address other sorts of orifice entries (A3) which are
sexual, health oriented, and/or medical, and are not
violent or overtly controlling. Thus orifice entry can
be differentially categorized as either positive,

neutral, or negative as illustrated by Figure 2.

HEALTH AND MEDICAL NON-MEDICAL AND SEXUAL

VALUATION VALUATION

o a)gynecologcial + a)vaginal intercourse
exams + b)anal intercourse

0 b)birth + c)cunillingus

o] c)abortion + d)masturbation

0 d)ear swabbing + e)fellatio

0 e)douching - f)incest

0] f )enema - g)rape

FIGURE 2
ORIFICE INVASIONS
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This figure demonstrates the differential evaluation of
orifice invasions. I do not claim that the list is
exhaustive, merely illustrative. The model assumes
voluntary participation of the person, in neutral and
positive invasions. The values reflect the affect, and
role relations between the interactants and the
"functional® consequences of the invasion.

Thus for the purposes of the research consensual
sexual invasions are labeled positive. Attempted or
completed orifice entry which is involuntary and utilizes
violence, is considered negative. Although medical
encounters are theoretically neutral, and consensual
intercourse positive, I will argue that the male created
and instituted forms of these invasive encounters
contribute to the subordination and control of women by
men ((Simmel 1984, Dworkin 1987, MacKinnon 1991,
Cullum-Swan 1994). My previous research shows that the
institutional or invader’s definition may frequently
differ from that of the invaded and the form and/or
experience of even neutral and positive invasions may be
difficult for many women.

Figures 1 and 2 are representative of analytic
categories, when in reality invasions exist upon a
continuun. Psychological and physical elements go
hand in hand. Rarely does a women experience rape in a

sort of invasive vacuum. Invasive behaviors are
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related to one another and I believe are additive and
progressive. I contend that controlling invasive
behaviors both non-sexual and sexually violent exist on
a continuum as depicted by Figure 3. Men will
frequently attempt lesser invasions to ascertain the
woman’s response to his behavior. It is assumed that

all the following behaviors are unwanted.

SEXUAL NON-SEXUAL
1)sexual talk or jokes 1)verbal harassment or abuse
2)verbal sexual advances 2)uncomfortable but non
3)physical sexual advances sexual touching
4)pressured into sex 3)pressured into sex
5)rape/incest 4)physical battering
FIGURE 3
CONTROLLING INVASIONS

I posit that a "negative invasive history" is
significant in womens’ ability to engage in sexual and or
medical events which call for vaginal penetration.
PATRIARCHAL SOCIAL STRUCTURES
THE SEX/GENDER AND CLASS/GENDER SYSTEMS
If structures characteristic of patriarchy also
employ invasive strategies to control women, then
socialization within these structures, through the
inculcation of a "sex/gender system" (Rubin 1975) will
contribute to the cultural construction and production of
the subordinate female. "A sex/gender system is the set
of arrangements by which a society transforms biological

sexuality into products of human activity, and in which
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these transformed sexual needs are satisfied" (Rubin
1975: 159). A sex gender system incorporates the
assignment of social value to the categories male and
female as well as attribution of proper characteristics
and behaviors to each category (Goffman 1977).

Thus a sex/gender system is simultaneously evaluative
and attributional. It is an integral part of the
political, economic, and sexual, relations of a group and
provides a paradigm for male/female roles and relations
within the extant social structures. However,
differentiation or establishment of a causal relationship
between sex and gender is somewhat complicated. It is
possible that this "construct called ’sex’ is as

culturally constructed as gender; indeed

perhaps it was always already gender, with

the consequence that the distinction

between sex and gender turns out to be no

distinction at all...Gender ought not to be

conceived merely as the cultural

inscription of meaning on a pregiven

sex...; gender must also designate the very

apparatus of production whereby the sexes

themselves are established.

(Butler 1990: 7)

I will argue that the particular model of a
sex/gender system which supports patriarchy (Walby 1990)
utilizes invasions of women to maintain the
stratification system. Although controlling invasions
are the most effective in keeping women subordinate, I

contend that the cultural forms of all invasions of women

emphasizes the power and dominance intrinsic to the male
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role. Controlling invasions, utilizing either physical
or psychological violence, are historically an element of
patriarchal societies (Lerner 1986). They maintain
women’s psychological and physical fears of men on both
the individual and group level. Thus symbolic and
experienced violence in all forms serves to control women
and support their proper engenderation.

I also posit the use of a class/gender system to
properly engenderate members of a group. This concept
combines the evaluative element of ones’s occupation, in
the market or household economy, with the classification
or attribution of appropriate occupational roles
according to biological sex. Again these roles are
constructed on the basis of gender assignment and powerful
controlling positions incorporate a "masculine ethic"
(Kanter 1977: 25) calling for rational, aggressive, and
assertive, male actors. Exclusion and segregation are
the strategies used to maintain women in subordinate
occupational roles (Kanter 1977, Walby 1990).

This system also legitimates the use of violence and
invasive strategies to control those attempting to rise
above their positions. Violence, both symbolic and real,
toward union organizers and sexual harassment of women
in the workplace are examples of such tactics. Thus the
sex/gender (Rubin 1975) and class/gender systems work

together ideologically and practically to support male
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dominance.

These gendered versions of class and sex are
integral parts of social interactions and provide the
ideological and practical basis for assignment of social
roles and statuses. The class/gender system operates
most effectively in the occupational arena and the
sex/gender system in the more affectively oriented
kinship and domestic economic systems. One’s gender and
occupation are primarily a social valuation having
attribution of status characteristics whereas the kinship
and economic familial system are a function of positions,
roles, and incumbents and the relationships between them.

Institutions teach and enact the ideology, and
orchestrate the practices of the sex/gender and
class/gender systems. They provide rigid and controlling
settings for the systemic indoctrination and control of
all members of a society. They produce properly
engendered males and females who replicate and repeat the
behaviors they have observed and the strategies they have
learned. Thus the pathological and violent elements of
male/female interaction are normalized and reproduced
through institutions.

However, women’s physical and psychological fears of
men must be downplayed or rationalized because of their
extreme dependency upon men and the patriarchal social

form. This dependency is operationalized through actual
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constraints upon women’s social and occupational mobility
in the form of roles, rules, and definitions they learn
in institutions. Successful socialization and
institutional engenderation renders women economically
disadvantaged and forces maintenance of ties with men in
their family. Lack of autonomy, dependency upon males
and social institutions, low self esteem, and obsessive
focus upon maintenance of a desirable feminine image, are
the practical ramifications for women.
INSTITUTIONS AND GENDER SOCIALIZATION

Institutions are central in the maintenance of a
patriarchal social system. They define certain everyday
life realities, e.g. family, religion, education, and
provide intervention or help in crisis situations, e.qg.
medicine, police, law. Institutional power lies in
their routinization and the general acceptance of their
socialization function. They are difficult to allude
because of legal and moral constraints. For example
there are laws concerning education of minors which favor
public education. It is difficult to have a baby at home
and physicians are punished for helping women by loss of
license and livlihood (Arms 1975).

Individual’s attempting to function "outside the
system™ do not fare well. Institutions are resilient and
possess legitimacy which is complimented by the power of

traditional authority, and have a history complete with
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written records. Institutions can generate and justify
self-protective norms and rules, obfiscate with special
vocabularies, and promulgate "appropriate™ modes of
thinking which expert pressure and control over internal
psychological dynamics and external behaviors of
individuals. Social institutions manufacture properly
gendered citizens who intuitively understand the function
of invasive strategies.

They also define and legitimate invasions of women
and children. For example, the legal system in concert
with the medical profession has the power to label an
invasion as role inappropriate or negative, as in "real
rape" (Estrich 1987). Legal testimony by a child
psychologist or psychiatrist is necessary to support a
mother’s or child’s contention that incest has taken
place. Physical evidence gathered from the body of the
invaded, by a physician, strengthens the case and helps in
the establishment of the definition of the act. Lack of
"proof" and consensus by professionals over the
definition results in many unprosecuted cases and the
continued victimization of women and children (Stanko
1985, Russell 1986).

In these circumstances the victim is forced to
retrospectively redefine the act to lessen her cognitive
dissonance, especially if the invader is a significant

and present male in her life. She is frequently forced
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to take on the blame, by her significant others and
institutional definitions of the event, and experiences
guilt for her "angering" and\or"seductive" behavior.

Because invasions of women in this culture are
either private or take place in institutional settings
e.g., sexual intercourse, gynecological exams, birth,
there is a practical problem with lack of witnesses
actually present at a negative invasive encounter. The
invaded is frequently the only witness to the act.
Although nurses are typically present at medical invasive
procedures, they are unlikely to testify against
physicians acting inappropriately toward patients, e.g.,
rough technique, denegrating treatment, or sexual
innuendo. Doctors are their practical and symbolic
superiors. Nurses’ loyalty must be to the institution
and their superiors to survive.

We have seen that social control defines the nature
of invasions. Thus even neutral and positive invasions
are relatively private and this covert element combined
with women’s subordination and dependency upon men, is
precisely why invasions of women are so effective. 1In the
next section I will discuss engenderation through both
the sex and class gender systems. I will focus upon their
role in the six primary patriarchal social structures
(Walby 1990) and operationalization in institutional

settings. These are important structural and interpersonal
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features of American society which support control of
women through a variety of means including psychological

and physical invasions.



CHAPTER 3
INVASIONS AND PATRIARCHAL SOCIAL STRUCTURES
PATRIARCHAL MODE OF PRODUCTION

Abstractions concerning male and female difference
are an essential cornerstone of patriarchy. They
provide a theoretical basis for disparate treatment of
men and women in a social group. Theories are then
transformed into expectations and practices congruent
with gender constructs. Because the culturally defined
gender differences are attached and attributed to
biological reproductive roles, relations of sexuality
and reproduction become confused and conflated with
those of production.

A necessary assumption of a sex/gender system is
that men and women are basically opposites and
constitute mutually exclusive categories (Rubin 1975).

To make this seem natural it will help

if it seems to all concerned that members

of the two groups are very different

from each other, and this appearance is

enhanced if it can be made to appear

that within each group, the members are

very like one another...All behavior

which encourages the appearance that

humans are biologically sharply sex-

dimorphic encourages the acquiescence of

women...in women’s subordination.

(Frye 1983: 34)

Thus a set of norms and formal rules are constructed
concerning who (man or woman) should or should not do;

what, when, where, and how, which are congruent with

43
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the gender ideology.

A patriarchal mode of production, in the home and
on the market, is based upon the division of labor
according to biological sex. Sex then functions as a
definer and organizer for the distribution of gender
characteristics which are congruent with ideal
constructs of masculinity and femininity. In this system
personal and professional roles are sex/gender assigned
and segregated, and the labor of women is expropriated
by males in both sectors. On the market economy, where
patriarchal relations in paid work dominate, the
capitalist profits from female labor. Women may be
conceptualized as part of a reserve labor force or
excluded and segregated in a manner congruent with the
class/gender ideology. In the home, the expropriator
is the husband and the sex/gender system functions
through kinship role relations or the domestic economic
system to legitimate male exploitation of female
others.

PRODUCTION AND GENDER

The social constructions of gender (Horney 1937,
Lerner 1968, Chodorow 1978 1989, Gilligan 1982, de
Lauretis 1987), kinship (Levi-Strauss 1969, Rubin
1975), and property (Collins 1982, Pateman 1988), are
useful in understanding how marital relationships

support and maintain male dominant and female
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submissive roles and relations in production. Marriage
is concerned with the regulation and ownership of
property and the exchange of women’s sexuality,
reproductive abilities, and labor power, by men.
Various mechanisms, both internal and external, are
utilized to maintain patriarchal social constructions
and actual control of women and children in the family.

The sex/gender system incorporates stereotypical
role expectations which limit individual choices and
autonomy. The market economy and familial versions of
the feminine role are oppressive and disallow
autonomous development of self and identity. The
feminine gender role is politically and psychologically
oppressive. It’s inherent limitations generate
feelings of negativity and self loathing (de Beauvior
1953, Dworkin 1974, Bartkey 1990, Butler 1990) which
render women immobile and impotent. Internalization of
the feminine role means that the "oppressed become
their own oppressors; they come to exercise harsh
domination over their own self esteem" (deLauretis
1987: 22).

Children are the raw material of the sex/gender
system, simultaneously malleable and eager for positive
attention from significant others. Like their mothers,
offspring are conceptualized as male property or things

over which men have control. Female children are
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particularly vulnerable to this objectification and may
become nubile, frightened, and complacent sexual
objects for their male significant others’, e.g.,
father, brother, grandfather, uncle, gratification.
Incest, the negative invasion of biological children,
communicates male power and female marginality and lack
of autonomy in a very graphic way. Sexual molestation
or abuse of non-related children is similarly
traumatic. Typically the mother is powerless to stop
the abuse or incest, may refuse to acknowledge it is
happening, or is unclear about the meaning of the act
since it may well have happened to her.

Engenderation into familial roles is an overt and
covert mode of social control. Women are socialized in
a manner which emphasizes relationships and closeness
with others (Horney 1937, Chodorow 1978 1989, Gilligan
1982). This is necessary for the maintenance of the
sex/gender system and is hardly a surprising finding
since women’s welfare is significantly dependent upon
pleasing their male others e.g., father, brother,
husband, male employer. The ability to clearly read
others and act to solicit attention and positive affect
is essential for a dependent woman having little or no
independent means of support. 1In this way the
class/gender system supports the sex/gender system and

vise versa.
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Refusal to conform to stereotypical gender
expectations demands constant internal struggle with
the socialized feminine self. Engaging in battle with
the psychic feminine self to become the actualized
autonomous self is a time and energy consuming task.
Similarly the external struggle, manifested in conflict
with family members expecting, wanting, and needing,
the wife/mother to cook, clean, nurture, and organize
the domestic unit, is draining. The role expectations
for the wife/mother remain consistent dispite her
probable employment on the market economy (Hartmann
1981, Hotchschild 1990).

Dependency, subordination, and oppression, which
are elements of the wife/mother role, faciliate the
objectification of women and their conceptualization as
things rather than persons (de Laurentis 1987, Frye
1983, Irigary 1985). I refer here to a social
construction of a role rather than the interpersonal
relationships extant within a family, which may
actually empower women. It is true that a woman may
weld power in the household because of the mutual
dependency of family members. However women’s
entrenchment in a patriarchal familial form, isolation
in the domestic sphere, and lack of independent market
employment, have further added to their social

degredation and marginal status. The specific and
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significant contribution of individual women to
families frequently conflicts with the social
definition of the feminine role.
PRODUCTION AND PROPERTY

With the development of agrarian society and
private ownership, norms and their dictated behaviors
arise which define and delineate one person’s property
rights from another’s. Property, in this context, is
defined as "a social relationship, a way people act
toward things...(rather than) some inviolable
relationship between one individual and the soil"
(Collins 1982: 122). Thus property is a social
consensus over what belongs to whom and the willingness
of other group members to legitimate and support one’s
claims.

Typically those who deal with property issues and
have knowledge about its transfer and distribution are
males engaged in a high level "paper game". The
"consensus" over property rights must be legitimated by
the correct pieces of paper which continually move
around and change hands. Thus when women come to "own"
land, a business, or substantial sums of money, male
bankers and lawyers engage in the control and
distribution of of the property.

Male control of property, including female family

members, is an integral aspect of a class/gender



49
system. Under a class/gender system status and its
attribution is frequently a function of property
holding and the power which accompanies it. Because
ownership is valued and constantly under contention,
forms of property legitimization (concerning people and
things) must develop. Special codes and laws arise
over time to deal with conflicts between parties over
the control of "real property".

Historically ownership and control of property has
been conceptualized as a basic right of men. Because
women have systematically been denied equal rights to
own property, women’s inheritance and property has come
to their significant male others through brideprice and
dowry (Hufton 1975, Scott and Tilly 1975). Similarly
women have been conceptualized as property to be traded
and passed between men. Lack of property rights in
things or themselves has denied women social and
economic autonomy and has functioned to objectify
women. They become part of a package deal potentially
including household goods, land, and linage.

Conflict inevitably arises over "property rights"
or sexual access, and frequently results in violence.
Violence is the use of routinized and implicit, or
explicit coercion in the form of force, fear, and or
threats towards another’s autonomy. Autonomy in this

context is conceptualized as the individual’s right to
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hold property. This is theoretically the desired end
of a democracy in which an individual’s freedom or
autonomy only extends until it impinges upon another’s.
However, these limits are theoretically predicated upon
the individual having property rights in themselves.

Consensus over rights to women also functions to
limit female access to other men and thus female
heterosexual behavior. Men engaging in sexual
relations with other men’s wives face legal, moral, and
social sanctions from other men in the group.

Similarly voluntary female adultry functions to shame
the husband and simultaneously provides a means for
other males to aggress against him.

Disagreements between men concerning property
control or legitimate sexual access are acted out in a
variety of fashions. Violence may be directed toward a
male other and manifested as a dual or fist fight over
honor. When an "owned" woman is raped, it has been
conceptualized, historically and legally, as an
invasion of the owner’s property rights and an affront
to him. Thus the focus is frequently upon the
husband’s or father’s loss rather than the trauma
experienced by the invaded woman (Black 1984).

Sometimes the violence is focused toward the
object one fears may be lost, e.g., the woman under

contention and rights to her access and offspring. She
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may be accused of acting seductively or wanting other
men’s attention and causing her husband to "lose face"
(Goffman 1968). In this case the violence may come to
the woman in a psychological or physically invasive
form. Thus violence towards another’s property, in
this case a man’s wife, may be manifested in a variety
of ways and acted out in both public and private
settings. Violence may become a theme or normalized in
a family or household when real or imagined threats of
loss are present (Denzin 1984).
PRODUCTION AND KINSHIP

Kinship relations create ties between men through
women. Men could not become linked horizontially
through affinity nor vertically through blood
relations, without the generative abilities of women.
In this way, women become "the most precious gift,"
(Levi-Strauss 1969) create and preserve male ties, and
facilitate alliances between male groups through
exogamy .

Mothers, wives, sisters and daughters have been
objectively valued for their ability to reproduce, form
ties with other groups through marriage, and for the
performance of domestic chores which contribute to the
surplus labor value generated by the household and
owned by the male head. The ownership of women’s

offspring, labor value, and sexuality by their fathers,
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brothers, and husbands functionally creates a system
for the "exchange of women" (Rubin 1975).

The control of women’s reproductive capacities
becomes essential for maintenance of the group. Rules
concerning virginity and incest support the material
integrity of a group through established patterns of
heredity. Invasions of who by whom, and the offspring
generated are of central importance in this systemn.
Dowry, bride price, and titles are passed on to men’s
biological children, through the control of access to
women’s bodies. Thus women are exchanged and become
only a party to a relationship between men, rather than
a partner in an egalitarian, freely chosen alliance
(Rubin 1975).

It is important to note that a rigid form of the
kinship system and the stereotypical male and female
roles I characterize herein are not clearly prevalent
in American culture today. The composition of "the
family" has changed drastically in the past fifty years
and many sorts of living groups exist which are not
overtly based upon this model. It is also the case
that many or possibly the majority of women work
outside the home for their own paycheck and have dual
class membership as housewives and remunerated workers
on the market. However, it is my contention that the

beliefs and norms which drive the kinship and sex-
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gender systems (Rubin 1975) are precisely what
maintain the subordination and control of women today.
I contend that vestiges of the patriarchal family form
and paradigmatic male and female roles are rudimentary in
the extant social construction of male/feﬁéle relations
in production. Invasive strategies are consistently
utilized to maintain male dominant and female
submissive roles.

PATRIARCHAL RELATIONS IN PAID WORK

Women have been conceptualized and legally
transformed into property in patriarchal social groups.
Children have historically been treated similarly
having questionable status and negligible human, civil,
and legal rights. Male ownership of women and children
is aptly illustrated by the custom of a family wage
paid to the father on behalf of all working members of
the family (Hufton 1975, Scott and Tilly 1975). This
payment policy was typical in European and American
mining and factory settings. It was only disrupted
early in the 20th century by legislation limiting child
labor and calling for mandatory public education for
minors. Because the father received the pay envelope,
its distribution and use was primarily determined by
him. This maintains economic and emotional dependency
within the family even when the father is not the only

member participating in the wage economy. Thus the
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nature of women’s participation and remuneration in
paid work has been a collaborative effort between male
heads of household and male capitalists.

Throughout his/story powerful roles on the market
economy and in various industrial institutional
settings, have been constructed by and for men, e.g.:
corporate owners, directors, and board members (Crozier
1964, Kantor 1977); politicians, judges, lawyers, and
police (Foucault 1979, Black 1984); priests, rabbis,
monks, and shamen; psychiatrists, surgeons,
gynecologists and physicians (Foucault 1975, Ehrenreich
and English 1979, Starr 1982). This direct involvement
in creating and organizing institutions renders men
more powerful than women in the definition and
orchestration of social life in the public sphere.

The market distribution and assignment of leadership
roles to men, delimits female power potential to the
private sphere. When men have both public
institutional and private familial power, dependency
relationships between men and women, and fathers and
children, are exacerbated. Male dominance becomes
institutionalized through the colluding social
structures (Walby 1990).

Thus males maintain their power over women through
institutional and interactive dependency relations

whereby men control economic and psychological assets
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which women obtain through enslavement, contract, or a
legal exchange relationship called marriage. It also
means that men have direct input and positions of
authority in public centers of power which socialize
and constrain all citizens.

Since World War II more women have attempted to
enter the public sphere in professional roles, rather
than service oriented, male supportive positions. The
second wave of feminism has resulted in increased
educational opportunities, and legislation which
should facilitate women’s entry into new roles.
Concurrently economic factors and the capitalistically
generated "need" for a more affluent lifestyle, have
created a situation where most women must work in both
the domestic and market spheres. This infusion of
women of all classes into the market economy, the
ability to regulate childbearing, and the entrance of
women into a few powerful institutional roles, has
generated conflict and competition between the sexes in
the workplace and potentially in the home. This means
that roles not mimicking the family paradigm, or the
typical dependency relations between husband and wife,
must be negotiated between men and women at home and on
the market.

Because more women are seeking market employment

and the demand for labor is shrinking, men and women
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must directly compete for a limited number of manual
low paying jobs. Younger, highly trained, and well
educated women are entering the competition for
managerial and professional roles. Men and women find
themselves engaged in new types of conflict relations.

Controlling and negative invasions are a frequent
strategy on the employment front line. Invasive
strategies are frequently utilized to "keep women in
their place" or at least out of men’s. Sexual
harassment operationalized though the telling of
sexist jokes, prominently displayed nude "girlie"
posters and calenders, uncomfortable touching, and
unwanted sexual advances, is a regular occurance in the
workplace (MacKinnon 1979, Faludi 1991). Thus
relations with male colleagues become sexualized and
the norms of the sex/gender systems are used to
maintain the arbitrary division male/female. This
criteria is used to keep women out of jobs which are
incongruent with a feminine role. Surprisingly the
"unfeminine®™ jobs typically pay better.

Controlling and negative invasions function
as veiled threats, keep women out of particular
physical locations, limit sociai&zation opportunities,
and maintain women’s general marginal status (MacKinnon
1979). The fear, threat, and reality of invasion is

particularly effective with women in poorly paid manual
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labor positions. They have no credentials or status
which may empower them in the occupational
stratification system. Here again the sex/gender and
class/gender systems collude to maintain women’s
subordinate status.

Invasive tactics limit occupational mobility and
freedom of movement and psychological autonomy.
Because women are frequently in helper/subordinate
positions, if sexual harassment is a tactic of the
superior, women are relatively powerless to report
and/or stop the behavior for fear of job loss and the
detrimental effect of being called a liar. The Anita
Hill case is certainly evidence of the treatment of
women coming forth after a period of time to instigate
sexual harassment complaints. However this situation
is improving legally and an increased number of these
suits are being found for the plaintiff.

PATRIARCHAL RELATIONS IN THE STATE

The state supports male access, legitimate
control, and certain invasions of women’s bodies.
Because the state is male-dominated, its political and
legal norms still primarily serve the population who
create and employ these values and rules. Because
institutions are predominantly male-created and are
organized, regulated, and sanctioned, through codes and

legal contracts, this body of rules has been generated
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and legislated to protect its originators and maintain
their rights. Keep in mind that women have not been
able to vote or own property for much of recorded
history and their only means to power has been
secondary or referred and a function of one’s familial
position and male relations.

Thus historically men have been able to employ and
use their wives’ person, property, and offspring in
whatever manner they felt was appropriate even if this
included coercion and violence. Child beating, spouse
abuse and battering, rape and incest have been very
difficult behaviors to successfully label as crimes and
to prosecute within the legal structure. Only in the
last decade has the legal system been challenged to
provide protection for women and children. If the
state now intends to foster policy supporting human and
individual rights of women and children, it will call
for re-examination of the state’s investment in the
"family".

The law an integral part of the state machinery and
provides important conceptual and contractual bases for
appropriate role behavior and interaction within other
institutions. For example, one could say that
gynecologists are negatively invading and sodomizing
women daily and at an incredibly high frequency. It is

a function of the legal institution to clarify and name
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these acts to protect the institution, its actors, and
the individual involved.

The social construction of violence toward women
and the denial of the involvement and investment of the
state in the protection of this system, creates a
situation where women must turn for help to other
members of the group whom they fear and commit violence
against them. Police, the men women must call upon
for help, are certainly members of one the most violent
organizational cultures in America in which violence is
normalized (Hunt 1985). I would also argue that
policing is an occupational role which selects for and
facilitates the development of psyches which manifest
anti-social, racist, sexist, and extremely violent
tendencies. As a group, police may not be protective
of women and aggressive in the removal of abusive males
from a violent scene. Dispite the fact there are laws
requiring arrest.

Many police are extremely ambivalent about their
role in domestic violence situations. They do identify
with "real"™ victims. It is their job to serve and
protect. However 90% of police are males, they belong
to the dominant class, are "father" figures, and
members of the larger culture which supports the
control of women. They are also deeply involved in an

occupational culture which necessitates some
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insensitivity to violence if not a positive evaluation
of violent and fear invoking behavior. The individual
male officer may experience some cognitive and emotive
dissonance about the proper tactic when faced with
male/female violence. This is particularly true when
the individuals are married or partnered.

The state is economically invested in the
maintenance of male/female marital relations. Stable
and viable families do not draw social security,
Medicaid, or foodstamps and they pay income tax. The
income or status requirements for entitlement programs
are too high for most working families to qualify.

Thus working intact family units contribute to the
viability of the state.

However, as soon as a family disintegrates the
state must become economically, legally, and morally
involved in the welfare of the woman and children. For
instance in Michigan the children of separated and
divorced couples become wards of the state and involved
with the Friend of the Court unit. The mother may need
assistance and food stamps. The state may have to
coerce the man to pay child support regularly if at
all. Thus the state is invested in keeping families
together. What must be done to keep the woman and
children alive is costly in services, time, and money.

The government is responsible for these costs.
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The primacy of a policy which keeps the family
together and the children with the biological parents
has ramified upon the definition and treatment of child
abuse, spousal battery, and incest. 1In cases of male
abusive behavior toward women and children, the victims
are literally forced to live with their purpetrators.
Women are rarely economically independent and able to
simply leave an abusive relationship. They also have
an emotional investment in the situation which is
difficult to disentangle (Loseke 1992). However, the
states’s focus upon maintaining the family unit,
frequently forces women and children into continued
dependency relations with a man who has invaded,
degraded, and destroyed all assumptions about familial
bonding, and role appropriate behavior.

PATRIARCHY AND MALE VIOLENCE

A central and necessary feature of patriarchy is
the ability to control the female population. When
women are noncompliant control can be regained through
the use of violence. Sexual violence and invasive
tactics are frequently employed. Violence and sexual
coercion have been an historical feature of male/female
relations on a structural and interpersonal level.

It is the relationship between cultural values,
beliefs and constructions or explanations of the

manifestations of this violence toward women, combined
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with the real threat of violent behavior e.g. battery,
incest, rape, murder, to individual women by individual
men, which creates a unified and culturally pervasive
mode of male domination and control. Threats,
generalized fears, and exposure to violence inflected
upon other women, are a powerful mode of social
control. All women needn’t be uniformly abused and
victimized to instill an active and rational fear of
men into women. Random and explicit acts of violence,
a form of terrorism, towards individual women are a
very effective mode of social control for the entire
female population. Experiencing a sense of loss and
the need to intervene aggressively is certainly an
important element in family violence (Denzin 1984).
Because the violence pervades patriarchal relations in
sexuality and in the production of culture the
discussion of violence will be integrated with the last
two sections.
PATRIARCHAL RELATIONS IN SEXUALITY
A set of norms and values is necessary for
individuals within a social system to know what is
appropriate behavior and what is not. Thus patriarchy
has an ideology which dictates forms of social
organization and the interaction of its members. The
control of women, particularly their sexuality, is a

necessary element of patriarchal ideology. Under this
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system men have asymmetrical property interests and
sexual rights in women. Women neither own themselves
nor their male partner.

Sexual and reproductive services are a central
part of a woman’s role and are part of being "owned".
Failure to render these gender appropriate services may
have severe ramifications upon any woman’s life
situation. Thus a conceptualization of women as
property, economic dependency, the institution of
monogamy, and privitization of the nuclear family, have
rendered women, as a group and individually,
structurally and interactively dependent upon men.

Thus sexual roles are predicated upon gendered
relations and men are typified as providers, females
as domestics, and children as dependents (Denzin 1984,
Lerner 1986).

If women are dependent upon men for economic
viability they must create solidarity in their
male\female relationships and keep the affection and
interest of the significant men in their lives. Thus
women are forced to exchange sexuality and service for
emotional and financial security, or incur a very high
price, e.g., Virginia Woolf, Simone de Bouvior, George
Sand, Charlotte Gilman Perkins, for their independence.

Access to one man and his resources is a function

of a woman’s ability to keep him satisfied and provide
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what he deems necessary in their exchange relationship
(Weitzman 1985). If she does not provide sustenance
and services to his liking, be may be battered and
abused. Divorce may also occur resulting in a
considerable change in lifestyle for mother and
children. This contingency element in women’s
situation is universal in male dominated societies, and
exists across cultural groups and class lines (Rosaldo
1974). The fact that women continue to provide these
services for men even when employed full time in the
public sphere (Hotchschild 1989), is illustrative of
their essential role in private male/female
relationships.

This exchange system gives men certain privledges
and facilitates their physical and psychological
autonomy. Although men are similarly dependent upon
women for services, if displeased with the current
model it is possible for men to "buy" another with
little difficulty, particularly if they have many
financial assets. Divorced women without feminine
assets, i.e., youthful body, vivacious manner, have
little to exchange in the marital market, although
moneyed older women are able to purchase a young
attractive male in an analogous fashion to divorced
middle aged men. Thus women low on financial or sexual

assets can’t afford to displease or show significant
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anger towards male others without real fear of loss of
lifestyle and support. Such male/female socialization
patterns create women who are unable to stand up for
their rights, express justifiable anger, or to protect
themselves from controlling invasions of males.

Limiting sexual access to women allows for known
paternity of children. The identity of one’s biological
mother is visible and clear whereas paternity, either
legal or biological, is questionable without
constraints on females’ sexual behavior. In societies
where monogamy and control of women’s sexuality is not
emphasized, a woman’s brother frequently performs the
father role, and loss of this uncle or male sponsor is
fairly serious. Horticultural societies do utilize
lineage, dowry and forms of exchange but emphasize
the use value of goods and persons rather than
ownership or the extraction of surplus value.
Paternity rights become significant in a patriarchal
social group which values accumulation.

Women refusing to participate in marital or
heterosexual relations and/or not complying with the
extreme constraints on women’s mobility, experience
psychological and economic stress, and increased
probability of negative invasion (Scully 1990). The
gender inappropriate behavior of lesbians, spinsters,

single, and independent liberated women places them
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constantly at risk. They do not have the economic
and social benefits which accrue to women tied to men
and thus experience harassment and constant threats to
their autonomy and peace of mind because of their
deviant behavior and status.

The concept of compulsory heterosexuality (Rich
1980) can be traced to societies structured upon the
rudimentary norms and values of the kinship system
(Levi-Strauss 1969). These groups have high infant
mortality rates and frequent battles over property which
result in a small constantly at risk population. 1In
this situation all available women must actively
participate in reproducing the social group (Rich 1980,
Rubin, 1975).

PATRIARCHAL RELATIONS IN CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS:
THE OBJECTIFIED BODY

The sexual objectification of women through
advertising, media, cinema, and sexually explicit
material, is an extremely effective means of control
and psychological invasion. These versions or social
constructions of women focus upon how a woman looks,
rather than upon her experiences, knowledge, and
intellectual and physical competence. As a matter of
fact the social construction calls for virginal, rather
silly, unexperienced women, who are not too smart and

preferably unable to engage in competition of any sort
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with men. Attempting to fulfill "feminine" standards
requires much time and energy and results in failure,
self blaming, and recriminations for the majority of
the female population. These unrealistic standards
are extremely aggressive assaults on the personhood of
women and color and potentially distort the
accomplishments and subjective experience of the woman.

The social construction of the female body as
primarily symbolic and eternally young is another type
of violence toward women. Signs of actual function
such as facial lines from laughing or concentrating,
stretch marks from pregnancy, scars from a C-section
birth, sagging ripe breasts from nursing, are
negatively evaluated in American society. The same
signs on a male body, with the exception of those
associated with childbirth, are read very differently.
A man’s deeply lined face represents character,
possibly worldliness and experience, or a good sense of
humor. Bodily scaring, even of the face, is considered
dashing or a sign of a "real man". Thus the female
body should be impossibly maintained as virginal,
unlined, and sexually desirable, while the male body is
positively valued for service and function. Thus the
body as a symbolic system or sign vehicle (Manning
1987) is embued with a variety of meanings which are

directly related to gender, structure, and function.
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In preindustrial society, function was the primary

focus and little time, attention, or capital was spent
on shaping, enhancing, or creating an individual
"image"™. Structural concerns were relevant only
insofar as the body worked efficiently, and was capable
of reproducing itself. The various systems of the body
e.g. musculo-skeletal,reproductive, gastrointestinal,
were important in terms of their integration and
functional capacities. Physical appearance or
attractiveness was not a primary criteria for judging
one’s self or others. However, conceptualization of
the body as a functional unit did not obviate a
stratification and mating system based upon physical
attributes, but the salience of such features was
fairly limited when compared to the current American
obsession with bodies, their enhancement and the status
and power attached to a young, fit, and sexually
desirable body.
MEDIA AND OBJECTIFICATION

Television commercials objectify women by focusing
the camera upon body parts, e.g. legs, asses, breasts,
newly moistened lips, fluttering slightly closed
eyelids, and genitalia which can be discerned through
bras, frothy nightdresses, or skintight jeans. These
women are depicted as sexually ready and continually

wearing a "please fuck me" look . This typification of
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women as primarily sexual objects who are eternally
receptive and waiting to be invaded is a symbolic
invasion of the private elements of male\female
interaction. Surely the promiscuous media use and
elevation of these sexual signifiers and their
irrelevance to the product advertised, e.g. Taco Bell,
Pepsi, cars, toilet cleaner, is an invasion of
everyone’s sexual self. I would add that men are
gaining equal opportunity to be objectified, violated,
and invaded, by the media as is evident in Gitano
jeans, Coors, and Bud light commercials. These are not
healthy and wholistic representations of sentient
beings with complex and multiple needs and desires. It
is a media attempt to establish a connection between
sexual attraction or gratification and a product which
is frequently totally unconnected. Perfume, lingerie,
or champagne, are somewhat accepted as sexual enhancers
or stimulants. The relationship between these items
and sexy looking representatives may be offensive but
somewhat understandable.

The otherwise weak link or total disconnection
between many products and sexy people, now intimately
established, represents a strategy to SEXUALIZE
EVERYTHING. This is a tactic used to sell more
products, generate dissatisfaction and create higher

"need" levels in the consumer, while maintaining the
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commodity fetishism which is necessary for capitalism.
We are lead to believe that everyone wants more or
different sorts of sex with several, different, or
better looking objects than s/he currently has. It is
a classic example of the generation of desire through
media seduction (Baudrillard 1979, 1990) and
undercoding (one part is seen as representing an entire
meaningful complex such as "romance"), or creating a
relationship between sexuality, an attractively
embodied representative of the product, and the
product. It is implicit that all of the above will
come to the buyer merely by purchasing the item. Such
marketing ploys which generate mythical believes and
dissatisfaction, are damaging to interpersonal
relationships and distort individual self-construction.
THE STARVING SELF

Anorexic models represent a physical type which is
more like an adolescent male or prepubescent female than
a woman (Bartkey 1990). It is interesting to note
that "a generation ago, the average model weighed 8
percent less than the average American woman, whereas
today she weighs 23 percent less" (Wolf 1991). This
means the average woman must lose almost one quarter of
her body weight to emulate the garment and modeling
industries’ construction of a beautiful woman. I would

also add that this body type is strongly suggestive of
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an adolescent male and that many fashion
designers are gay men who valorize this youthful
androgenous appearance.

Frequent or constant dieting is necessary to
achieve and maintain the waifish look and very few can
accomplish the goal. The adult female body calls for a
certain amount of fat and will only burn calories more
efficiently if placed in a starvation mode.
Menstruation and childbearing can’t occur in a body
having virtually no fat. Hormones which determine and
regulate these functions need fat for production. Thus
women who are intermittently starving themselves have
negative physiological and psychological side effects
from the lack of hormones e.g., estrogen, progesterone,
adrenalin, which are necessary for a sense of well
being and good bodily function.

Many women working for this image lose and gain the
same five to seven pounds constantly. The war with the
self to fit into a size four and the body’s attempt to
keep functioning normally, means women need clothes in
more than one size. Creating a desirable female image
which is virtually unobtainable is a genius marketing
tactic. Regular weight fluctuation calls for
maintaining a wardrobe in several sizes and since one
is likely to shop when feeling in "control and thin"

tiny clothes are continually added to the collection.
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Literal self starvation, made desirable and imposed by
external forces, limits energy expenditures and focus
as the obsession with food, dieting, and appearance
consumes a significant amount of economic, emotional,
and intellectual resources. Starvation is an effective
control mechanism. Starving women have little impetus
to wage battle with external forces when the battle
with self is so consuming.
SEXUALLY EXPLICIT MATERIALS

Sexually explicit material could be characterized
as a gross and extreme invasion of the female self
(Dworkin 1989). Women and their constituent body
parts are photographed in a manner which may be boring,
erotic, offensive, and/or inflaming of the individual’s
morality and libido. Images and behaviors which are
private in this culture become a commodity to be
bought, sold, and displayed in public places. It is
interesting to note that even movies which do display
male\female sexual interaction focus differentially
upon the sexes. An erect male penis may not be shown
in sexually explicit magazines, whereas all external
genitalia of females may be exposed. For this study I
will conceptualize these explicit images of women,
which literally feed off and produce profit from the
visual and physical invasion of women, as material

having two characteristics which lead to its inclusion
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in this discussion of invasions.

First, the films are primarily made and produced
by men, for men. As such they objectify women, rather
than reflecting what the subjective experience of a
woman’s sexuality might be. This version of sexuality
is frequently a function of male exposure to Playboy,
Penthouse, Hustler, sexually explicit movies, and more
violent and pathological genres such as the snuff film.
Thus female porno characters are male-constructed
versions of women’s needs, wants, and desires and
frequently manifest self-derogating and masochistic
tendencies and behaviors. If a woman is exposed to
these movies by her partner, it is a viable conclusion
that he is aroused by these images and desires a
partner who embodies or enacts them. If a woman
internalizes a female sexual construction she believes
her partner desires and which is incongruent with her
self, she may develop a duality in feminine
consciousness. A woman so internalizes this dual image
and the "gaze of the other... that she becomes at once
seer and seen, appraiser and the thing appraised"
(Bartkey 1990: 38). Thus women objectify themselves
and loose the ability to determine their own sexual
needs and incorporate a male constructed version of who
they are and what they want. Surely seeing or

conceiving of one’s sexual self primarily as a
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reflexive function of the other represents the extreme
in objectification.

Second, there is evidence that violence and
coercion is frequently an element in women’s
participation in these films (Dworkin 1989) and that
actual themes and experiences of these women’s lives
are reified and replicated in the films. These movies
are not about fantasy and as if situations, they depict
actual instances of rape, incest, pedophelia, or sado-
masochistic scenes, which are enacted in the "leading
ladies™ 1lives.

These images of women’s sexuality have
differential effect upon the individual. Human
sexuality and its expression is highly variable and
evades definition or categorization. However, there can
be no doubt that pornographic or sexually explicit and
invasive images of women and men, have the potential to
negatively affect the individual construction and
experience of sexuality, and to instill pathological
definitions of sexuality particularly in those having a
family history and or predisposition to involvement in
negative invasive acts. Therefore I am interested in
the role of sexually explicit materials in the
individual social construction of invasions and its use

before or at the scene of negative invasions.



75
SUMMARY

I have attempted to illustrate the pervasive and
intertwined structural and ideological social elements
which maintain the extant stratification system
empowering males. Class structure and individual
placement, engenderation through social institutions,
and general rules for the constructed female self and
body, are effective modes of maintaining women’s
dependency relationships with men and the state. The
overpowering economic and social need to maintain a
functional relationship with a man is time consuming
and disallows realistic perception of physical,
emotional, and psychic constraints which keep women
from gaining autonomy.

The veracity of this analysis can be anecdotally
supported by observing that women who are not stuck in
this dependency mode are privileged in terms of
educational attainment, social class, or material
wealth, and have potential for social mobility.
However, if these women have less reason to depend upon
men and a greater degree of autonomy and independence,
why is incest, rape, and wife battering, a phenomenon
which exists regardless of class, power, or status of
the individuals involved? I contend that the pervasive
element of the control of women through individual men

and male dominated institutions, and the use of
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violence, both psychological and physical, maintain
the stratification system and the power relations

between males and females.



CHAPTER 4
THE DRAMA OF INVASION

Herein I make the transition from the broad view of
social structure to interactional events that effect
individuals. I address the experiential and operational
elements of the invasion of women. Remember, invasion is
a general concept and refers to various types of entry
into women’s physical and psychic spaces ranging from
desired and voluntary to forced and involuntary. I now
focus upon how individuals learn about, socially
construct, are exposed to, and actually experience the
phenomena. I provide statistical information which
supports both the pragmatic and theoretic aspects of the
research. Specifically I: 1)explain the analytic
perspective, 2)further define concepts and explore their
relationships, 3)discuss methodology and, 4)present
hypotheses and analytic technique. I utilize a life as
theater or dramaturgical perspective throughout. I begin
with a discussion of the phenomenon which focuses upon the
embodied and sensate aspects of invasive experiences. The
effect of cultural objectification of invasions and the
propriety of a dramaturgical analytic for this research is

also discussed.
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PHENOMENOLOGY

This is a dramaturgical frame analysis (Cullum-Swan
1994) of the invasion of women. It is particular way of
perceiving and explaining behavior that is somewhat
nbiologically predetermined and occurs across cultures.
Coercive female invasion and its gendering and
objectification of women has political, economic,
sociocultural, and historic elements (Lerner 1986, de
Lauretis 1987), although the specific manifestation and
meaning of female invasion may differ according to social
group. Pillaging and raping the "goods" e.g., land,
property, material possessions, and women, of a vanquished
foe symbolizes the power and authority of the victor.
Women already considered objects by their husbands,
similarly become booty or things for appropriation by
invading men. Raping the women of the invaded community
is merely another soiling or derogation of the conquered
males’ power and autonomy. Thus a practical function of
negative invasions is social control of both men and the
women they "own" (Collins 1975, Hanmer 1978 1987, Lerner
1986, Walby 1990).

Ownership connotes power. When men feel threatened
by external or internal forces, and fear a shift in their
economic, social, or political status they seek to
demonstrate their power and actively ward off real or

imagined losses. Such fears are a classic example of
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"castration anxiety" (Freud 1966) which is central to
Freud’s explanation of male personality. Certainly
violent female invasion is an overt demonstration of power
and simultaneously a pragmatic response to fear of loss of
potency. Thus on the personal and individual level, women
attempting to change and redefine their gender roles may
be perceived as a threat or a potential loss to their
significant male (Scully 1990).

The symbolic and practical value of negative invasion
is functional even when the group is not externally
threatened. Rape happens regularly under "peacetime
conditions". Women still experience invasive risk, not
at the hands of the invading enemy, but from their male
significant others (Russel 1984, Stanko 1985, Browne 1987,
Bartkey 1990, Scully 1990, U.S. Department of Justice
1994). Thus negative invasion functions on a group level
as a mode of social control and interactively and
relationally to control non-compliant women.

I contend that the male dominant and female
submissive role casting is consistent for all types of
invasions. The existence of concrete gender types means
that opposite sex relations, obligations, and exchanges,
assume the form of cultural norms and assumptions.
Dworkin’s (1987) radical perspective on intercourse posits
that the same dynamic is intrinsic to all male/female

invasions, including consensual intercourse
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The normal fuck by a normal man

is taken to be an act of invasion and

ownership undertaken in a mode of predation:

colonializing, forceful (manly) or nearly

violent: the sexual act that by its nature

makes her his. (64)

Controlling oppressive invasions are multifaceted,
variously operationalized, and imnipresent
Furthermore they are seen as "normal," socially condoned,
and frequently interpreted as merely expressions of
"maleness"™ (Stanko 1985, Bartkey 1990, Scully 1990). A
negative invasion having violent and coercive elements
clearly functions to empower the man and obviate the
woman’s right to consent or refusal. Thus on both levels
the threat and/or reality of negative invasion functions
quite effectively to control women and limit their
autonomy.

Domestic violence, psychological abuse, and rape are
facts of life and potent sources of fear for American
women. Controlling and negative female invasions are
culturally and interactively routinized and reminiscent of
a scratched record-skipping monotonously- repeating the
same phrase. All senses receive the penetrating message
"be careful you are at risk". Seemingly insignificant
signs such as a raised eyebrow, menacing glance, or loud
agitated male voice, are sufficient to provoke fear and
serve as reminder.

One may receive verbal assault via telephone, see

sexually explicit advertising when walking the street or
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driving a car, and have simultaneous verbal and visual
assault through film in the theater or living room.
Tactily and in public, a woman may be assaulted by male
entry into her physical space e.g., walking down the
street, on an elevator, in a bar. Her orifices may be
negatively invaded in the privacy of her own bed.

Woman of all styles, classes, educational attainment,
sexual attractiveness, and longevity, are at risk for a
traumatic negative invasion. Invasive risk is potentially
present with any person and in any setting, although some
persons (lower class non-white males) and places (dark
streets or bars) are assumed to be more risky than others.
A controlling invasion may be verbal or physical and have
a trivial, or devastating effect. A negative invasion may
become the woman’s worst nightmare. According to Koss
(1987), 27.5 % of women experience an attempted or
completed rape, an additional 11.9% experience sexual
coercion, and 14.4 % are subject to some form of unwanted
sexual contact. Thus 53.8 % of women have stored in the
"psychic body" (Denzin 1984) an event located upon the
coercive and/or negative end of the sexual invasion
continuum. These statistics do not include routinized
verbal and psychological assaults and/or battering which
is not sexually oriented.

The Justice Department has recently released an

extensive piece of research on violence toward women. The



82
data was gathered over a five year period (1987-1991) and
draws upon more than 400,000 interviews. Their findings
indicate that 28% of attackers are boyfriends or husbands
and 39% are relatives or acquaintances (U.S. Department of
Justice 1994). This data supports previous research
which found that 70% of domestic violence is committed by
the woman’s spouse, ex-spouse, boyfriend, or ex-boyfriend
(Browne 1987). In a comparison of violent assaults
committed by intimates and strangers, 60% of violence by
relatives occurred at night when these women were "safely
at home"™ (Browne 1984). One in four assaults against
women involve a gun or a knife. Twenty seven percent of
women attacked by a husband or boyfriend require medical
treatment whereas 14% require medical intervention after
assault by a stranger (Department of Justice 1994). Many
women are literally "Sleeping with the Enemy" and their
fears, anchored in previous negative experience,
frequently render them unable to fight back 1, leave,
and/or prosecute the batterer.

Rape statistics paint a similar picture. The male
invader may be stranger, friend, spouse, father, brother,
uncle, or grandfather. Available statistics objectively
belie the idea of "real rape™ (Estrich 1987) which is
further supported by Russell (1984: 61) who found that only
17% of rape incidents involve strangers. However this 17%

represents 55% of all rapes reported to police (Russell
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1984: 96-7). Such low reporting figures and the fact that
the majority of reported rapes fall into a morally and
legally constructed category predicated upon "legitimacy"
and prosecution viability (Estrich 1987, Matoesian 1993), is
an important statement about the disagreement over
institutional and personal definitions of invasive
events.
MEDIA AND INVASIONS

I believe that Americans are bombarded and assaulted
through the media with information about negative
invasions. I personally heard a radio news broadcast from
Los Angeles (11-21-93) in which every item referred to
acts or actors in rape, incest, or sexual assault
scenarios. Flipantly discussed were; 1l)James Porter, a
former priest, subsequently found guilty of sexually
molesting at least 28 parishioners, 2)the Bobbitt alleged
marital rape/castration case, 3)Kate Roiphe’s book The
Morning After: Sex, Fear, and Feminism on Campus, 4)Michael
Jacksons’s alleged child molestation, and 5)Charles
Manson’s new song which was composed for Guns and Roses.
The short newscast was presented as merely a summary of
the day’s events. It was delivered concisely and without
affect, except for the pseudo enthusiastic style of all
successful radio readers. The reader carried on with a
car commercial and the weather report in the same manner

and tone. The form was maintained regardless of the
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disturbing content. I found the whole performance
shocking. Perhaps this was the intent, or even more
distressing, it wasn’t. Thus I must address the question;
how do media reality and reports of this type effect
social and individual definition and experience of
invasive events?

As sensate receptors humans routinely observe, hear
and read reports, and view video encapsulated versions of
invasive events. Sexual intercourse is regularly depicted
in movies and television shows. Birth and abortion are
frequent topics on talk and informational shows and
prominent organizing events of video dramas. Negative
invasions are the fodder of violent, fear producing
movies, and garner terrific ratings on the talk show
circuit e.g., Oprah, Maury Povich, Phil Donahue. The more
sensational and bizarre the event and the relations
between the individuals, the more promptly it will hit the
tabloids and the nightly news. As soon as the principals
can sell the story, your television will feature the
latest "invasive"™ movie of the week.

The advent of television in the home and the rise of
video technology (Denzin 1991, Cullum-Swan 1993) has
rendered the interactive drama of person and film
virtually an everyday occurance. The relationship between
self and other (viewer and character or actor-as-person

and character) has been investigated in a film genre
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particularly represented by the work of Woody Allen.
However the omnipresence of t.v., video, huge billboards,
radio, and portable music systems, has extended the sound,
vision, and direct effect of media generated truth, into
our framing of "virtual reality" (Chayko 1993).

Invaded women and their stories have become part of
this virtual reality. We observe the invasion of women:
1)through blatant sexualized advertising; 2)generally
"helpless and victimized" character of female roles;
3)"soft porn" movies making public, explicit, and
objective, acts which are culturally defined as private
and subjective; 4)movies of the week dealing with rape and
incest; 5)televised legal proceedings of alleged sexual
harassment and rape cases e.g., Hill vs Thomas, Desiree
Washington vs Mike Tyson, Bobbitt vs Bobbitt, now
constantly enter the domestic setting. Americans are
media saturated and I contend highly affected by these
video versions of reality.

Thus the somewhat natural choice of a life as theater
metaphor and the use of a dramaturgical framework is
sensible in an analysis of invasions of women. Dramaturgy
is a viewing of life as a series of performances. Media
performances are dramatic snippets or snapshots of life.
Media functions as a purveyor of culture and generates
versions of reality which are frequently accepted without

question.
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I contend that media representations of invasions are
a significant factor in the generation of definitions and
beliefs about the phenomenon. Because most invasive acts
are private, media scenarios of invasions provide the only
models, paradigms, or "primary frames"™ (Goffman 1974) for
a large segment of society. Rape, incest, and sexual
intercourse are usually private acts. Typically, only
those having primary roles in the scene have direct
observational knowledge. Similarly with the exception of
those employed in the medical field, most people have not
observed a birth, abortion, or gynecological exam. Of
course women with a sexual and reproductive history have
intimate details of their own experiences in "invasive
frames."

Movies and television offer scripted dramatic versions
of events and are generally accessible. Television
enculturates the masses. Media conceptualization and
enactments of invasive events effects the cultural drama
played out in every day life. The effects of a routinized,
formulaic, and pragmatic representation of a social
pathology call for examination.

ANALYTIC PERSPECTIVE DRAMATURGY

Dramaturgy (Goffman 1956) provides a scheme (1974)
for making sense of the everyday world and human
interactions (Brissett and Edgeley 1991). 1Its popularity

as a conceptual scheme is not a random event nor a
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function of the death of Goffman in 1982. Society is a
drama. Settings, roles, costumes, routines, and rituals
are intrinsic to social doings. A dramaturgical analytic
is well illustrated in Goffman’s "Face-work" (1955). 1It’s
foci is the social act and the importance of individual
roles and performances. He enumerates interactive bases
which sustain self and other performances and presents
modes by which individuals may ruin the scene and/or
cooperate to pull off a successful performance.

Dramas are variously "high" or "low", as is certainly
reflected in media e.g., cinema, television, news reports,
magazines, and the daily paper. Individuals can be drawn
in and incorporated or alienated and separated. Knowledge
of dramaturgical elements and the ability to manipulate
them, allows individuals to define situations and
selectively participate in social enactments. While
certain aspects of sociation (Simmel 1971) are purposively
accessible and overtly understood by the masses e.g., the
grocery store, a Baptist church, K-Mart. Others e.g., a
drug deal, Tiffanys jewelry store, Jimmy Schmidt’s
restaurant Tres Vite, and a fine art auction, are limited,
physically closed, subject to interactive negotiation, and
potentially confusing even to those in the "know".

Knowledge of the script and interactive cache serve
to divide groups or classes into performers and viewers,

perpetrators and victims. Role socialization to support
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this casting is perpetuated in daily life. Others
responses to self are significant in self definition and
kudos for a role well played are an integral aspect of
self concept and esteem (Mead 1956). Understanding the
concept of "presentation of self" (Goffman 1956) and
ability to purport oneself accordingly can be empowering.
The more powerful individuals in an interaction can define
the situation and manipulate others to draw forth the
desired response.

The ability to manipulate or attempt to define the
situation may work for or against a woman in terms of her
personal invasive risk quotient. For example looking
glamorous may indicate a woman’s desire for male attention
and possibly intercourse. Wearing short tight skirts and
too much make-up, may communicate that you are "asking for
it" or deserve to be raped, i.e. New Bedford rape case.
The message women should give and the ability to get the
attention they want, is certainly complicated by human
desire and social constructions of male and female
sexuality.

I contend that the invasion of women is difficult to
analyze because it is a phenomenon which has complex and
intrinsically conflicting features such as pleasure and
pain, desire and force, tenderness and violence, love and
hate. These features may be part of any female invasion,

they are not mutually exclusive and definitive of one
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particular type. This is precisely why the event is
simultaneously interactively and dramaturgically
vulnerable to definition and redefinition. However,
ultimate definition of an invasive event is frequently
rendered by institutions on the basis of their norms,
values, and social functions rather than by the individual
woman.

Yet it is a routinized occurance particularly in
patriarchal societies. It is cast with male/female -
dominant/submissive roles, and takes on a particular form.
Although a particular rape or incest incident may be
unique and individual, knowledge of the scene’s elements
(persons and places), and its symbolic meaning
(frightening and controlling) is part of Ameri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>