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ABSTRACT

A CASE STUDY APPROACH TO THE RHETORICAL ANALYSIS
OF THE WASHINGTON PREACHING
OF DR, PETER MARSHALL

by Gordon Mahlon Hyde

This study exanines the Washington preaching of Peter
Marshall, the Scottish immigrant who became pastor of the New York
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. and also Chaplain
of the United States Senate.

Chapter 1 describes Marshall's life and ministry, while
Chapter II presents the stream of events which formed the background
of the three phases of his life: 1902-1927, early life in Scotland;
1927-1937, education and early ministry in the South of the
United States; 1937-1947, ministry in Washington, D.C.

Chapter III provides Marshall's speaking record as it
involves occasions and audiences, preaching trends and character-
istics. The legacy of Marshall sermons is described as a factor in
the selection of a Case Study approach to the analysis and evaluation
of Marshall's preaching.

Chapter IV correlates the materials of the first three
chapters and attempts to identify possible causal relationships
between Marshall®s life and times, and his preaching concerns and

performance.
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Chapter V presents a Case Study of each of nine recorded
sermons preached in Washington near the close of Marshall's ministry,
Together with data derived from a questionnaire on Marshall's
preaching, the Case 3tudies provide the bases for the findings of
this study:

1, That Catherine Marshall has given a generally accurate and
objective image of Marshall and his preaching in her publications;

and the Hollywood film, A Man Called Peter, reflects a similar image,

2. That the published Marshall sermons are to a degree
incomplete and inaccurate in that they fail to record his frequent
interpolations into, and modifications of, his sermon typescripts.

3. That Marshall's sermons were topical rather than
exegetical, followed a simple arrangement, were free from digressions,
and progressed steadily toward a brief and intensive climax.

4, That Marshall's arguments were generally based on
Biblical authority and Biblical analogy. He gained inventional
impetus from his concern to make the Christiam gospel applicable to
the real world in which he lived. Thus his emphasis was practical
rather than theological, In the light of his premises, his lines
of argument were consistent and sound,

5. That Marshall revealed skill in narration and description,
in the employment of worship to supplement the impact of his message,
and in identifying himself and his message with the basic needs and
aspirations of his congregation.

6. That Marshall, as a minister, fulfilled the roles of

prophet and pastor, In each he strengthened the image of himself



Gordon Mahlon Hyde

as a spokesman for God, and his congregation found him a credible
source for God's messages.

7. That Marshall'’s style was appropriate to subject,
audience, and occasion, and was marked by personal and oral emphasis
despite his use of the manuscript method of delivery. He chose words
skillfully for marration, dialogue, and description. His vocabulary
was both colorful and appropriate to his audience. He used embellish-
ments with restraint, while repetition, parallelism, rhythm, and
elision gave a poetic quality to his language,

8. That Marshall made effective use of the manuscript
method of delivery despite some inefficiencies in the mechanics of
his typescripts. He interpolated freely, smoothly, and at times
with considerable skill and effect. His visible code of communication
was marked by restraint and an impressive personal presence, He used
the variables of vocal skill to supplement the inventional effective-
ness of his sermons. Audible audience responses tended to be immediate
and spontaneous,

9. That Marshall was not guilty of the charge of plagiarism
which has been levelled against him since his death. A sense of
academic inferiority and a bewitchment with new ideas and new
expressions led him to "borrow" from the writings, sermons, and
speeches of others. In general he was careful to give credit, at
least orally, It is evident that Marshall had no need to lean on
others as he did, and that he had no intention of publishing his
sermons at the stage of his ministerial career reached by 1948-49,

10, That the effectiveness of Marshall's preaching is
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suggested by the persistent crowds that overflowed the churches of
his three pastorates, by the financial strength which those churches
gained under his ministry, and by the lasting transformations of
lives attributed to his preaching, whether directly during his life-
time or indirectly through the published and filmed sermons. That
his rhetorical artistry is suggested by the fact that the passage of
a dozen years has not erased from some minds the exact language with

which he clothed certain key ideas.
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INTROOUZTION

Few men have enjoyed meteoric success and sudden rise to
fame, VWhen a "man of the cloth" joins the acclaimed few--especially
in this materialistic mid-twentieth century--it is the more remarkable,
That Peter Marshall should have received Such acclaim in a ministry
of eighteen short years, and against heavy handicaps challenges
investigation.

A man of limited education and of equally-limited means, a
Scottish immigrant to the depression-ridden United States, Marshall
claimed to have repeated evidences of a divine "call" to the ministry
as doors of opportunity to prepare for the ministry were successively
opened before him,

He took but three short steps from Columcia Seminary at
Decatur, Georgia, to one of the prestigious pulpits of the land--that
of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington D. C,--the
"church of the Presidents.” To this honor was added another--perhaps
the greatest formal tribute that the United States can pay to a
minister ~-the Chaplaincy of the United States Senate.

" The author, as a British immigrant, as a minister with twenty
years of experience in the pulpit and tem in the Speech classroom,
became motivated to examine in depth the preaching of Dr. Peter
Marshall in an effort to discover the most likely factors which
combined to produce his phenomenal rise to ministerial prominence

and effectivenesst,
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A combination of influences and circumstances pointed favor-
ably toward the Case Study approach to the rhetorical-homiletic
examination of Marshall's preaching. When it was learned that the
final year of his Washington preaching had Heen tape-recorded
(although non-professionally) and that some of the recordings might
be made available for the purposcs of this study, it was decided to
focus attention on Marshall's Washington preaching, and particularly,
the last year of that preaching.

Negotiations were initiated with Marshall's widow, Catherine
Marshall LeSourd, for the loan of tapes which would cover the main
topical emphases of Marshall's preaching., A combination of circum-~
stances limited Mrs. Marshall's selection of tapes which she could
make available for this study. As events transpired, seven sermon
tapes with matching typescripts were made available, and two more
sermons on a Caedmon commercial recording (copied from the same
collection of tapes) made up the total of nine Case Study sermons
presented at Sunday services most probably during the last five months
of Marshall's ministry. Several covered the sermons of consecutive
Sundays, three were drawn fron the Sundays of one month, so that any
attempt by Mrs. Marshall to make available only "best" sermons would
seem to be precluded.

Barly investigation of Marshall's method of sermomn delivery
showed that his prepared sermon typescripts (from which he regularly
preached) provided an incomplete record of what he actually said.
Thus, in the sermons which were published after Marshall's death--the

sermons which made the best-selling lists and motivated Hollywood's
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production of the film, A Man Called Peter--were incomplete, This

fact led this author to adhere to the plan to use the available tape-
recorded sermons as the bases for this rhetorical study of Marshall's
preaching. The altermative was to describe, analyze, and evaluate
a selection of sermons which would have one supremely frustrating
rhetorical handicap (whatever their virtues)--they would not represent
what Marshall actually said,

Several additional values, beyond the factor of accuracy,
could be anticipated from the use of the tape-recorded sermamns. It
would be possible to present to the world a complete, word-by=-word
transcription of what Marshall actually said in the Case Study sermons.
The interpolations into, and modifications of, the typescripts which
Marshall made im his oral presentation of the sermons could be examined
for any significance which they might have for the manuscript method
of sermon delivery or for other rhetorical factors. The recordings
would also provide a prime source for direct rhetorical examination
of the many factors of Marshall's vocal delivery--a basis not otherwise
available--and some elements of speaker-audience interaction,

Although Marshall's ministry was phenomenally successful, the
image of his ministry and preaching has been created more by the
Catherine Marshall publications and the Hollywood production, A Man

Called Peter, than from Marshall's direct, personal influence,

Recognition of this fact has modified the approach of this
rhetorical study. A best-selling biography of Peter Marshall has

obviated the necessity for extensive biographical research., Rather,
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the task has become one of checking upon the accuracy and adequacy
of the published biography (and of the film based upon it) and of
the evaluations of Marshall's preaching therein provided.

Thus the first chapter of this study is not as extensive as
it might normally be, but provides an over-all survey of the life and
ministry of Peter Marshall as presented by Catherine Marshall and by
respondents to a questiomnaire on Marshall's Washington preaching
ministry.

Since no man of leadership can live in a vacuum of his own
immediate interests and concerns, and since no evaluation of a
man's leadership can justly overlook his relationship to the climate
of his times and the stream of events in the midst of which his life
is lived, it seemed appropriate to make a careful survey of the
"Lackdrop" of Marshall's life and ministry.

This historical '"essay' occupies the second chapter of this
study; and its divisions correspond to the three main eras of
Marshall's life--in Scotland, in the Southern United States, and in
Washington, D. C. The essay is presented in considerable detail, not
with the intention of providing information not available elsewhere,
but with the recognition that life in the Twentieth Century has becone
increasingly complex, and unless a comprehensive picture is presented,
vital and influential factors escape attention. It is also true that
while Marshall®’s life spanned the two World Wars, a new generation
has arisen which saw neither of those catastrophic eras, If this
generation is to evaluate Marshall fairly, it must see him against

the complex and tortured world in which he lived and for which he



felt such deep concern,

Chapter III presents the general speaking record and
experience of Peter Marshall, but places special emphasis upon the
Washington phase of his preaching. Chapter IV attempts a correlation
of the data of the first three chapters with a view to discovering the
impact which Marshall's life and times may have had upon his preaching.

Against the broad background provided by the first four
chapters, Chapter V offers a detailed rhetorical description, analysis,
and evaluation of the Washington preaching of Peter Marshall as
represented by the nine Case Study sermons. A complete text of each
of these sermons provides the basis for rhetorical examination, The
findings of the Case Studies are then used as a means of evaluating
(on a comparative basis) the presentation of the Marshall publications

and the film: A Man Called Peter,

Chapter VI provides the surmaries and conclusions growing out
of this study, and offers some suggestions for further investigation
of various aspects of Marshall's preaching. It presents the essence
of the author's rhetorical-homiletic evaluation of Marshall‘'s
Washington preaching. It attempts to account for the meteoric rise
to preaching fame of a humble immigrant from the land of Carlyle,

Scott, and Burns.



CHAPTER I

"A MAN CALLED PETER"

Parentage and Youth of Peter Marshall: 1502-1927

The Marshall Family.--Peter Marshall, now bhetter irown to

the vorld as A Man Called Veter," was bormn May 27, 19C2, at
Coatbridge, Scotland. :is first home was on ¥Yildoran Street in this
iron trade city of 45,000 population, located some nine miles from
the industrial city of Glasgow.1

Young Peter rad not long to know his fatter, Peter Marslall,
a field superintendent of the Prudential Insurance Company for the
Bellshill and Coattridge district. When the younger Peter was Lut
four years of age his father died, Mr. Marshall had belonged to the
Masonic Order and had been a leader of the choir in the local
Congre gational ‘church.2 Marshall's rother, Janet, 36 years of age
at the time of her husband's death, was a woman of deep religious con-

viction and devotion, manifesting a profound faith in God, in the

!
Bitle and in prayer.,” She had known dire straits in childhood,

lcatherine Marshall, A Man Called Peter (New York, McGrav.-
Hill Book Company, Inc., 1951, Oth printing), pp. 5-6. Cited here-
after as Marshall, A Man Called Peter,

2\arshtall, A Man Called Peter, p. 6.

3varshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 9-10, 71.




working as a weaver at a very early age, She was one of a family of
eleven children, At the time of their father's death, Marshall's
only sister, Chris, was but a few months old.4 There was one step-
brother, William, Peter's father's child by an earlier marriage.s

Childhood conflicts.--There is little that is outstanding to

record regarding the childhood and early schooling of Peter Marshall
except for the fact that it was marked with some resentment of his
step-father, Peter Findlay, whom Janet Marshall married a few years
after the death of Peter'’s father.6 It may be assumed that Peter
attended the regular day schools then available to all British chil-
dren, A cous;n of Marshall's, Jim Broadbent, described him in boyhood
as, "tall,,.shot up too quickly...shock of curly, blond hair, inclined
to be unruly, never slicked down.,.stubborn as a McDonald or McTavish
...idealistic...impetuous."7

Marshall's unhappiness in his home with his step-father may
have led to his attempt to enter the British navy at the age of 14,
He was a year and nine months too young for enlistment; and when this
fact was discovered by the authorities, his parents refused to give
their consent to his enlistment.®

Conflicts of schooling and occupation.--At the time of his

attempted enlistment in the navy, Marshall was attending high school,

4Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p, 6.

SMarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 8.

®Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 6.

TCatherine Marshall, To Live Again (New York, McGraw-Hill
Book Company, Inc., 1957, 9th printing), p. 137. Cited hereafter as
Marshall, To Live Again,

8Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 6.




Unwilling to face possible ridicule from schoolmates over his failure
to enter the navy, he declined to return to school, and looked about
for work, His first job was as an office boy with a firm of civil
engineers, In the evenings he attended the Coatbridge Technical
School, studying mechanical engineering.9 At evening school he made
close friends with Robert P, Hunter and David R, Wood, who in the
year 1926 were to emigrate to Birmingham, Alabama, and were later to
be instrumental in helping Marshall to enter the ministry.lo The
three young men, Marshall, Hunter, and Wood, spent their leisure
hours together and became members of the Garturk Cricket Club.ll
This suggests that they enjoyed some of the pleasures of the middle
class of their society,

Marshall®s early termination of his regular schooling present-
ed problems when he attempted to enter upon an advanced educational
program, The successful writing of the equivalent of the school
certificate examination with exemption from the London Matriculation
examination would have been the most direct mecans of entry into
university work, However, having robbed himself of this means,
Marshall attempted, in the winter of 1924, to enter Skerry's College
in Glasgow for courses three nights a week with the intention of
preparing himself to write the Preliminary Examination of the Scot-

tish University, preparatory to advanced work, He was, however, not

9Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 7.

10yarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 7-8.

11Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 8.




successful in achieving this objectiv:.12

A successful mechanic,--"hile Marshall was having difficulties

with his education, he was relatively successful in his daily
occupation, In 1923 he had become a machinist in the Screwing
Section of Stewarts and Lloyds Imperial Tube Works, with a salary of
38 shillings per week when on full time, Whereas this was a fair
salary for the post-war depression years, it left little room for the
expense of advanced education, Marshall had, in fact, presented his
mother with his pay envelope week by week, As he approached 21 years
of age, his early restlessness still upon him, he determined to leave
home, This he did with his mother's understanding and blessing.13
Within a few days of his leaving home he was advanced to a supervisory
position as '"charge hand" in the Poles and Derricks Section of his
firm, with an automatic doubling of his salary, This promotion was
the result of a machine improvement suggestion which he had submitted
to his superiors months earlier.14
Though Marshall®s financial situation was much improved, the
conflict between his work and his night school continued and hamper-
ed serious academic progress, It was at this time that his cousin,

James Broadbent, who had emigrated to the United States earlier and

was working on a project for the Anglo-Iranian 0il Company, visited

12Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 16-17.

13Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 9.

14Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 10-11,




Marshall in Scotland and urged him to enigrate to the United States,
but his efforts failed.15

Social and religious activities,--bDespite his educational set-

backs, Marshall had lived quite enjoyably between his work program and
his leisure-time activities, At the Buchanan Street Evangelical

Union Congregational Kirk, he was a Sunday school teacher, led the
Junior choir, and was scout-master of the local troop of Cubs, He
particularly enjoyed the weekend camping trips with these boys into
the rugged, mountainous countryside of Scotland.16 During these years
he developed a deep love of the Gaelic folk rmusic and participated
actively in various types of sports., He was goalkeeper for the soccer
team of the Dunbeth YMCA and played cricket and tennis, He enjoyed
picnics and other activities with a mixed group of some twenty youth
of his own age. Between them they had developed a dance band in which
Marshall played the drums.1? In 1925 this sane group of young people
formed themselves into a dramatic club to raise money for one of their
nunber who had accepted an appointment to a medical mission in South
Africa, Their project caught the imagination of Sir James Barrie and
other prominent Scottish citizens; and it proved eminently successful,
raising some seven thousand dollars for the mission ptoject.18

Marshall®s "Call*" to Christian Service,--Peter Marshall

received his specific "call" to serve God in an incident which

15Marshall, A Man Called Peter, op. 17-19,

1Oarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 11,

17itarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 12.

18)1arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 13.




occurred during a summer which he spent at Bamburgh, sixteen miles
south of the Scottish border on the North Sea coast.19 This was rug-
ged country of heaths and limestone quarries, One dark night Marshall,
walking back to his lodgings, tried to take a short cut although he
knew there was an abandoned quarry somewhere near, The mists were
heavy, and visibility was poor, Marshall, hearing a voice calling
his name, was arrested at the very brink of this abandonecd stone
quarry. He regarded this as a providence and a '"call" to serve God.
Similar events, which he later called "God's nugatory influences,"”
occurred when a car killed a friend walking immediately beside him;
when fire broke out in a small boat in which he was riding ten miles
at sea; and when a plane, on which he had intended to be a passenger,

20 Feeling that he owed his life to God's service, Marshall

crashed,.
was Stirred by the report of a returned missionary from China who
spoke at the Buchanan Street church, seeking recruits for the London
Missionary Society. Remembering that his own father had once volun-
teered for foreign mission service, Marshall dedicated himself saying,
"I have determined to give my life to God for Him to use me wherever
He wants me."21 It was at this time that Marshall made sericus efforts
to make up the deficits in his secondary education; but as indicated

22

earlier, he was unsuccessful in this attempt,

Anmerica beckons.--When Marshall's ccusin, James Broadbent,

Mis was possibly the summer of 1923, See Marshall, A Man
Called Peter, p. 14,

20

21
lMarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 15-16.

Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 14-15,

22)arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 19, See also p. 3 of this

study,



learned cf Pcter's '"call" to the ministry, he urged him to go to
America, where it would be easier to finance an education. Though
Marshall had no immecdiate desire to leave Scotland for America, he
agreed tc give the matter consideration anc¢ to pray about it, Some
three weeks later Marshall received the conviction that it was God's
will for him to go to America, and he made plans immediately to carry

23 Because of the small British immigration

out this conviction,
quota available at that time, it took Marshall cne-and-a-half years
to obtain an American visa; and on March 19, 1927, he left his home-
land on the steamship Cameronia.24 He carried sufficient money to
last two weeks beyond arrival in New York, and a letter of recorsen-

dation from the fir: that had empleyed him during the previcur six

years.

Beginnings of a New Life in the United States: 1927-1931

Marshall the immigrant.--Shortly before his twenty-fifth

birthday, Peter Marshall arrived off Ellis Island, April 5, 1927. To
satisfy immigration requirements he proceeded to the home of his aunt,
a Mrs. J. Twaddle in Elizabeth, New Jersey.’ Thinking that it would

be an asset when seeking a job, Marshall immediately joined the New

23Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 19. See also p. 5 of this

study.

2%iarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 20, 22.

25
liarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 22-23. For letter of
recormendation see Appendix I, p. 550,

26Harshall, A Man Called Peter, pp., 23-24,




27 He did obtain

Jersey National Guard, Company D, 114th Infantry,
successive jobs with the Public Service Essex Gas and Electrical
Company laying conduits, with a golf course construction project, and
after a two-week camp interlude with the National Guard, a third job
as 2 molder's assistant at the Patterson Foundry.28

The move to the South.--Five months after his arrival in the

United States, Marshall seemed no nearer than he had ever been to his
objective of gaining an education preparatory to entering the minis-
try. Just when discouragement threatened to set in, Marshall re-
ceived a letter from his boyhood friend, bave Wood, of Birminghar,
Alabama, urging him to come South with the prospect of a better job
that would provide the means for his education, Faced with a deci-
sion, Marshall spent a week in prayerful consideration before re-
ceiving "divine confirmation" on a Sunday evening., Again acting out
his faith in the "call" of God, he borrowed forty dollars for his trip

South and he soon obtained work as a 'galley slave" on The Birminghanm

News at a salary of seventeen dollars per week, which was later raised

2
to twenty dollars.”g

Opening doors of Providence.--Pricr to Marshall's arrival,

Dave Wood had made known to the pastor of the First Presbyterian

Church, in downtown Birmingham, the objectives and purposes which had

27I~2arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 24.
28

dMarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 24-25,

29.‘-iarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 26,
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brought Marshall to the United States; and from this VWelsh preacher,
Dr. Trevor Mordecai, Marshall received much encouragemcnt.3O On
Sunday, Cctober 2, 1927, Marshall joined Mordecai's church; and within
a few months he had become president of the Young People's Society,
scoutmaster of the church's troop and teacher of the men's '"Vanguard"
Bible class, and had assisted frequently in such services as the mid-
week prayer meeting. The Session of the church had accepted Marshall
as a candidate for the ministry; and the Presbytery of Birmingham,
after due examination, had taken him under its care and had determined
that he should attend Columbia Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.31 Since
the seminary term was then already in progress, it was decided that
Marshall should wait for the following fall to begin his educational
program, In the meantime, other encouragements came to him from
several sources., In April his Bible class nenbers made known their
determination to stand beSidc him to the extent of fifty dollars per
month during his first school term.32 His step-father, Findlay, sent
him means to care for needed dental work, An anonymous donor arranged
for him to receive a new suit of clothing at a downtown clothier's

in Bitmingham.33

And when Marshall did enter Columbia Seminary in
September of 1928, it was with a definite conviction that he had been

divinely led to this point in his preparation for his life work,

30pMarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 26.

31
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 28-29,

32\ arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 29-30.

33)arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 31.
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Marshall at Columbia Seminary.--During the seccnd of Marshall's

three years at the seminary, the faculty took an action in Cctober,
accepting his educational work in Scotland as the equivalent of an
American Bachelor of Arts degree.34 This was an unprecedented action
on the part of the faculty of Columbia, and it was not repeated until
1949, when another overseas student was concerned. On May 15, 1931,

Peter Marshall graduated magna cum laude from Columbia Seminary and

was ordained to the ministry.3s Despite this success at Columbia and
the faculty's recognition of his Scottish educaticn, Marshall,
throughout his life, gave expression to his feelings of academic
inferiority.36 This was only partially relieved when on May 20, 1933,
he was granted an honorary doctorate from Presbyterian College, Trenton,
37

South Carolina,

Student preacher.--During Peter larshall's stay at Columbia

Seminary he had opportunity to gain preaching experience, In the
summer of 1929 he was given two small churches in the Atlanta area
and was invited to be director of music at a Young People's surmer
camp, As menmbers of a male quartet, Marshall and three of his fellow
students conducted weekend preaching and singing missions, as well as

38
presenting secular programs, for many churches of the South,

3%arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 34. October 21, 1929,

faculty action, item 4, '"On motion, Mr, Peter Marshall's educational
work in Scotland was accepted as equivalent to our A.B. requirement."

35
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 35.

36Harsha11, A Man Called Peter, p. 41.

37
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 110.
38

Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 32-34.
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Peter Marshall, fTﬁl@“i§tcr: 1021-1949

First charge.--Upon his graduatiorn in the spring of 1931,

Peter Marshall was offered the pulpit of the church at Covington in
Newton County, Georgia and also the llestminster Presbyterian Church

in Atlanta, Georgia,., Modestly, Marshall chose the small town charge
at Covington, cotton mill town of 3,000 people which, in common with
the entire nation, was suffering the worst depression in United States
history.39 During the three years that Marshall served the Covington
church he conducted mission work at Gum Creek, Pine Grove, and
Hayston.40

Atlanta success.--On May 7, 1933, Marshall received his

second call to the Vlestminster Presbyvterian Church on Ponce de Leon
Avenue in Atlanta. The church's financial jeopardy proved a challenge

to Marshall; and he accepted the pastorate, preaching his first sermon

.
A

May 28, 1933.4 7ithin a matter of months Peter Marshall was drawing
capacity crowds to the Westminster church, So effective was his
preaching that it attractecd the attention of the Atlanta press, and
also necessitated the building of a balcony to increase the seating

~

capacity of the church,*®

Call to “ashington D,C.--Amid such success, in July of 1936,

Marshall served as supply preacher for the New York Avenue Presbyte-

rian Church, Washington, D. C., from which pulpit Dr. Joseph Sizoo had

39Marsha11, A Man Called Peter, pp. 34-35., Present population
of Covington in excess of 8,COC,

40Marsha11, A Man Called Peter, p. 36.

41
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 38,
42

rarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 85.
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resigned to take that of the New York Collegiate Church of Saint
Nicholas. In the early fall Marshall again preached in the New York
Avenue church, and it soon became known that the '"Committee on Pastor"
was much interested in obtaining permanently the services of this
young Scottish preacher.43 Marshall was subjected to heavy '"pressure"
by both the Washington and the Atlanta congregations, He decided to
stay with the Westminster church until the heavy expense of their new
balcony had been completely met.44 Then Ly October 1, 1937, Marshall
assumed the pastorate of the historic New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church, in downtown Washington, D, C.45 Thus opened the Washington
ninistry of more than eleven years, which was terminated by the death
of Peter Marshall in January, 1949,

46
Man greatly beloved.-- A perusal of thz2 ttbulations of

43
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 77.
44

Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 82,

45
Marshall, A jMan Called Peter, p. 85.

6This introductory chapter concerning the man, Peter }arshall,
has thus far been based entirely on the books which Catherine lMMarshall
has written about her husband, and there has been no occasion to
question the essential accuracy of her writings. Inevitably, however,
despite all efforts to the contrary, a writer has a bias, Thus, in a
modest attempt to provide a crude instrument for assessing the degree
of such bias, a questionnaire has been prepared and subnitted to sone
seventy persons who had occasion to hear Peter Marshall often in
Washington and who have been in some position to know of his inter-
personal relationships with various segments and factors in his
congregation,*

Forty-three informative responses have been received, and their
findings are tabulated in Appendix III, pp.560ff, , While these find-
ings willbe more extensively used in the chapters of analysis and
evaluation of Peter lfarshall as a preacher, they assist here in fillin_
out and checking the picture of the man as portrayed by the writings of
Catherine Marshall, Upon examination, the tabulated responses will
show that, to a large degree, they confirm the impression of Peter
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responses to the questionnaires to Le found in Appendix TII, Pp. $60ff,
will quickly show that Peter Marshall was a man greatly beloved by his
Washington congregation, at least in the opinion of the respondents.
Questions 9, 10, 12 and 13 particularly provide this evidence, Member
expectations of their pastor and subsequent image of the man range all
the way from "I was not prepared to like him, because so many people
had spoken so hizhly of him that I couldn't believe he could be so

. 4 .
excellent in so many ways." 7 to, "I saw him as a great man and often

Marshall which Catherine has given to the worid,

The list of names circularized with the above-mentioned
questionnaire was provided by the courtesy of Mrs, Edward MacConomy,
then of Alexandria, Virginia, and now resident at 313 E, Michigan
Avenue, Albion, lichigan, Mrs, MacConomy was formerly Miss Alma Deane
Fuller, who lived in the Marshall home during Catherine's prolonged
illness. Miss Fuller was also editor of the New York Ave-News for
several years and was thus acquainted with the membership, leadership,
and activities of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church,

Mrs. MacConony introduced the list of names thus: '"Persons who
heard Dr. Peter Marshall preach during the last five years of his life,
some of them longer, most of whom were members of the New York Avenue
Presbyterian Church then and still are."

Respondents were not asked to identify themselves, though a
number did so voluntarily, Anonymity was intended to encourage un-
inhibited responses to the questions presented and thus enhance their
critical value,

From this point forward in this study, specific quotations will
be footnoted according to the arbitrary numbering assigned to the
questionnaire returns, General observations will be drawn without
specific reference since the tabulations in AppendixIIT provide the
detailed responses in full,

*Among the seventy names twenty~three married couples were
listed. It may be presumed that in a number of instances only one
person responded or two shared in preparing the response, There werec
also at least three instances in which the available address proved
inadequate and the questionnaire was returned to the sender.

47Respondent 3, Question 9,
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o
thought that someday that belief woull be wiiespread,“4° Tha

reputation which Marshall had established in his Atlanta ministry led
to a high level of expectation in the New York Avenue church, OfF
those who responded to the questifnnaire, none seemed to be disappointed
in his expectations. Repeatedly, the responding members of Marshall's
church expressed affection, respect, and even devotion for the man,

Some exceptions to the general adulation are recorded, but
even such specific exceptions tended only to endear the preacher to
his hearers as bLeing numan (like themselves), and recognizing his own
need of the forgivenzss and grace of God (like themselves ),

Several factors doninate the image of the man as indicated in
the responses:

- that he earnestly and thoroughly believed what he himself
preached

- that he was conscious of the presence and guidance of God
in his own life

- that he had the capacity to cormunicate this sense to his
hearers

- that his greatest strength was his preaching, as opposed to
personal or organizational work

- that his most consistent and ardent followers were the young
adults of the church

Entering “The Halls of Highest Human Happiness': 1936

Marshall meets Miss Catherine Wood.-~Catherine Wood was one of

the many students from the universities and colleges of the Atlanta

area who endeavored to hear the preaching of Peter Marshall at every

48Respondent 40, Question 9,
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possible opportunity.49 Over a period of two years she attended
services at the 'cstminster Presbyterian Church.SO Though she had long
adnired Peter Marshall from a distance, her first introduction to him
came at a prohibition rally scheduled at a sriall town near Atlanta,
The arrangements for the rally had been made by a Dr. Henry Robinson,
head of the Agnes Scott mathematics department, ZIEven though the pro-
hibition rally did not favorably affect the outcome of the local ref-
erendum, it was the occasion of the beginning of friendship between
Peter Marshall and Catherine Wood, a friendship which ripened into
courtship and engagement a year later,

tiss Vood, aged twenty-two, graduated from Agnes Scott in
June, 1936, with a B.,A, degree in elementary education and expected to
teach school in VWest Virginia that fall.51 However, Peter Marshall,
who was now 34 years of age and not anxiocus to wait another year be-
fore establishing a home, pressed his case and won Catherine's consent
to an earlier marriage.

Marshall marries Miss Wood,--On November 4, 1936, they were

married in the First Presbyterian Church of Keyser, West Virginia,
. , 52
where Catherine's father, the Rev., John A, “Wood, was the pastor.

Thus it was that he who had found so much joy in ushering others into

4%iarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 39.
50

lMarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 52.

SIMarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 53-55, 62,

52Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 67-63.
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"the halls of highest human happiness' now entered them himselfl,

United States Citizenship.--In addition to marrying an

American girl, another step in Marshall's adoption of the United

States as his own country was taken when he obtained his naturalization
as a United States citizen, January 26, 1938, at Atlanta., He had al-
ready entered upon his Washington ministry but returned South for the

ceremony. In an interview with the Atlanta Journal he gave as his

motivation for changing citizenship the desire to identify himself
. . 53
more fully with the pecople he was now trying to serve.

Birth of Peter John,--One of the greatest joys in Peter

Marshall's life came with the birth of his son, Peter John Marshall,
54

January 25, 1940, This new phase of experience was to be reflected

frequently in Marshall's preaching after this time.

Catherine's illness,--By contrast, one of the most trying

experiences in the Marshall household came with the development of a
serious illness in Catherine. At the end of March, 1943, she was put
to bed with what her Baltimore doctor diagnosed as a ''closed case' of
tuberculosis, and not until the summer of 1945 was she sufficiently

recovered to begin taking short walks.55

Cbviously Catherine Marshall's
enforced bed rest necessitated some kind of domestic help in the

Marshall home. Such help was scarce in war-time Washington, but it

53jiarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 109-110,
54

Marshall, To Live Again, p. 237.

>SMarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 197.
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was provided in the person of Alma Deane Fuller, a Kansan who was a
youthful newspaper reporter on Capitol Iiill, She had attended Peter
Marshall's services for several months; and when she learned of the
need in the !larshall home, felt it her duty to offer her services,
though she felt ill-equipped for household duties, liss Fuller spent
four years in the Marshall home and became a devoted friend of the

56

family and virtually a member of it,

Summers at Cape Cod.--No insight into the Marshall family life

would be complete without an allusion to the Cape Cod cotiage which
the family built in the surmer of 1943, They had rented cottages
nearby during the previous five summers, but ownership of this small
surmer home gave them some feeling of possession and permanence which
the large manse assigned them in Washington, D, C, could never provide.
It gave Peter Marshall, particularly, an outlet for his creative and

practical abilities.s7

Chaplain of the United States Senate: 1947-1949

Contention over the Chaplaincy.--Cne outstanding office to

which Peter Marshall was appointed during his lifetime was that of
chaplain of the United States Semate. In 1947, when the Republican
Party won cantrol of the Senate for the first time in nearly twenty
years, it determined to have the pastor of Abraham Lincoln's old
church as chaplain of the Senate, This determination created no

small debate in the Senate, but the Republicans had their majority,

56 arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 183-186.

>T)arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 188-190.
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and Dr. tarshall received the appointment, The whole matter was
somewhat embarrassing to Marshall since his predecessor was a person-
al friend, Dr. Harris, pastor of Washington's Foundry }Methodist
Church.58 Later, when the Democrats regained control of the Senate,
it was a natter of considerable satisfaction to Marshall that they

59

confirmed him in the office of Senate chaplain, December 31, 1948,

A national figure,--There is little doubt that his appointment

to the Senate was a significant factor in bLringing the preaching and
spiritual leadership of Peter Marshall to the attention of the capital
city, the nation and even to the attention of church circles abroad.60
By the mass media of cormunication, the nation was soon to be made
aware of the unique. and unprecedented prayers which Peter Marshall
was offering in behalf of the war-burdened senators of the United

States.61

Contributor to the Art of Preaching

Practitioner v, theorist.--For a man of the prominence and

influence of Peter larshall, it may seem surprising that he wrote no

58\arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 224.

SOMarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 2-3.

%kor an evaluation of the effectiveness of the Senate prayers
of Peter Marshall, see Jimmie iMorton Mcrgan, A Rhetorical Analysis of
the Senatorial Prayers of Peter Marshall, (Unpublished M,A, Thesis,
University of Alabama, 1956.)

For evaluations of the senatorial prayers of Peter Marshall by
members of the Senate, see Appendix XI, p. 654.

61
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 223-236,
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books during his lifetime, Ilis lectures on preaching, given to

D

seminary students, were not published either.®® 1In fact, Marshall
was conspicuous for his consistent refusal to believe that anything
which he had preached was worthy of publication, Ilis apparently
genuine sense of modesty and his feelings of inadequacy, based on his
early educational setbacks, made him ever reticent., Not only did he
decline to publish his sermons or lectures, but he manifested a strong
sense of inferiority in the presence of other ministers of prominence.
Thus Marshall's contributions to homiletic knowledge must be derived
from an analysis of his preaching. This is to be the work of a later
63

section of this study,

Preacher of high repute.--1t is evidenl that to most who heard

him, Peter Marshall was a preacher of superior ability and effective-
ness. Many statcnments regarding this share the tone of those which
follow, "Dr, Marshall was to me personally the best, riost important
minister of my life. Ile brought me closer to the Lord th.n any

1 64 " H s 5 1 L - - "65 " -3
other," I became a disciple, I lived Peter larshall, I had
no idea , , that hc would prove to e such a stirring preacher."06

"To hear him preach, one almost thought of him as being nearer to God

"
6"LZarshall presented the Zimmerman lectures at the Gettysburg
Theological Seminary.

63
Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 169, 206,

4 .
fespondent 6, Question O,

65
lespondent 18, Question 9,

66pespondent 18, Question ©.



than most men."07

And as one listener pointed out, 'one was eager to
attend sermcns even if cne had to stand up.o8

Not only were the laymen in Marshall's ccngregation aware of
his significance as a preacher, but his ministerial cclleagues in
Washington gave him high rating.69 In addition, those discriminating,
wor ldly-wise minds which constitute the institution c¢f '"Hollywood"
paid Marshall the signal tribute of including nore preaching in the
film on his life than Hollywood had ever put into a film before.7u

Initially then, there seems little doubt that Peter Marshall's
contributions to the art of preaching rust be derived from his
practice of the art rather than from any formal contributions which he

made to homiletic theory,

‘iorshali's Views on Cod and lan

Significance of Magshelil's attitudes.--Cne of the purposes of

the intensive study of available examples of Marshall's preaching will
be to note his revealed attitudes, beliefs, and philoscphies. Such a
study will form a later chapter, At this pcint, however, it will help
to fill out the initial impression of the ran, Peter Marshall, to
present some of his attitudes, philosophies, and beliefs as recognized
by persons who heard him, and as recorded in Catherine Marshall's books,

A great sense of destiny.--Those who heard Marshall preach

67Respondent 39, Question ©,

68Respondent 38, Question 12a

®Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 103, 140, 154, and 258.

70Marsha11, To Live Again, p. 240,
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were convinced that he himself seemed to know God.71 There was no
questioning !Marshall's own sense of dependence on God for guidance,
for strength, for grace to live each day in a manner helpful to his

72
fellow man,

Marshall labored under a heavy sense of responsibility
for establishing a conscious relationship between his congregation and
his God, feeling himself to be, in a sense, a ncdiator to bring thenm
to God and to make them acquainted with Him.73 His hearers felt that
there was no duplicity about Peter lMarshall, Ilis sincerity, rather,
was of the transparent variety.74 Throughout his colorful and suc-
cessful ministry, attended as it was with obvious manifestations of
popularity, liarshall seemned able to retain a genuine humility. The
sight of double-session crowds, and hundreds queuing in the rain, to
hear him preach, served only to drive him back upon the resources of

75
prayer.

Hypocrisy shunned.,--In harmony with his huwrility, Peter

Marshall had a perpetual fear that an element of unreality might creep
into his experience of religion. This fear would manifest itself in
small incidents of family life and family worship, There is the
example of his refusal to ask the blessing on a dinner in which turkey

hash was the main dish, Ile could not bring himself to give thanks for

"hiarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 40.

72)arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 106.
73,

‘arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 41-42,

T4 iarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 125.

"Sparshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 41, 82, 193, 199,
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the turkey hash which was distasteful to him, Similarly, he would
onit the family's morning prayer when he felt that it was becorning
only a matter of routine.76
Though there was a strong providential elerment in Marshall's
life which he spoke of as "nugatorial influences,'" it would not be
true to give the impression that lMarshall had a built-in spiritual
capacity, that spirituality was in a sense "natural' to him, l!larshall
often decried his ovm lack cf "growth in grace" and his inability at
times to "get through" to God.77
This emphasis con reality in religious experience showed it-
self in a number of other areas. It showed, for example, in !arshall's
refusal to regard Christianity as an insurance against calamity or
sickness for those who professed it.78 It showed in his practice of
tithing, from the bLeginning of his ministry.79 It was reflected in
his unconcealed contempt for what he considered the near-idolatry of
the American funeral,80 and in his own disdain of death tased on his

. . 81
confidence in life-after-death,

76Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 126-127,

77Marsha11, To Live Again, p. 246; See also Respondent 1,
Question 13,

78
liarshall, To Live Again, p. 132.
79

Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 37.

8oMarshall, To Live Again, p. 80,

81Harshall, A Man Called Peter, p., 240; To Live Again, p., 8¢,
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No "lukewarrmess."--Likes and dislikes tended to be of the

extreme variety with Peter Marshall. Ille was a fervent patriot, both
of his native Scotland and of his adopted America.82 He had made
three trips to his Scottish home in the ten-year period between his
immigration and his marriage.83 Perhaps this was due in part to his
undying love of the sea, which love may have rmotivated his early tut
unsuccessful attempt at enlistment in the British navy.84

No picture of Marshall as a man would be complete without
some allusion to his fervent love of music, especially the music of
his native Scotland--her sea-songs and Gaclic love-songs--and the nusic
of the church, Church-goers who were accustorned to an indifferent
participation Ly the minister in congregational singing were often
strikingly inpressed by the uninhibited fervor with which Peter
Marshall sang., In his earlier ministry he had been known to conclude
85

a sermon, then to step to the choir loft and sing an appealing solo,

Apparently he could entertain also with his singing, as the New York

Ave-News reported:

pDocter Marahall in Kilts wWews Canteen Crowd
- - AN
Sings Romie Songs of 01d Scotlandd®

This same uninhibited fervor shown in his love of music was
known to his closec friends in his devotion to games and sports of all

kinds. Anything he played, he played to win, and he became a most

82,

iarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 883.

8°Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 89.
S84

Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 161,

85varshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 135-136.

861arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 136.




Jdevoted "fan'" of the great national games of the land of his adop-

87 put if he was urinhibited in his enjoynents, he could appar-

tion,
ently be equally uninhibited in his times of disappointment and
disillusionment. In some of his earlier conflicts with the business-
men who constitutcd the Trustees of the New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church, Marshall "was inclined to crurple temporarily under . .
criticiSm.”88 His wife has recorded that cne lock at him as he care
in the door of an evening was enough to indicate whether the day had
been a difficult one, "perhaps with derogatory letters in the mail,"8?
And one who had occasion to work quite closely with the business
affairs of Marshall's church has recalled that 'le wasn't perfect as
many have thought he was, He cculd irritate and be irritated."90
This brief recital of attitudes, beliefs, and philosophies
leaves the unmistakable impression that whatever Marshall enjoyed
doing, he did with great gusto, enthusiasm, and sincerity. Those who

knew him well recognized that he could also be despondent, if not

depressed, in the face of certain types of opposition.91

The Man Called Peter

Appearance.--At the age of 21, when Peter Marshall was a

Scoutmaster in his native Scotland, he was described as being tall and

87)Marshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 137-140,
88

Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 144,

8%arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 145.
90

Respondent 39, on Question 10,

9Liarshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 142-148,




25

slender with a shock of blond, curly hair, being clad in kilts of the
Gordon Tartan and wearing a regulation khaki jacket.92 By the age of
thirty, the tall young man had becorme a well-built preacher with
broad shoulders, blond hair darkening, but still curly and scmewhat
unruly, his face ruggedly handsome.93

A boy grown.--Marshall's personality contained many conflicting
elements, The ruggedness of his manhcod was tut a veil for the boy-
ishness of his nature which persisted throughout his life's activities,
For example, friends conferred on him the honorary title of G, G, P.,
or Great Game Player. Ii'hether it was footbLall or cricket or Yacht,
Parcheesi, or Rummy, Marshall was ready to play, and that to win,
without rmuch regard for the hour or the duties that ought to derand
his at’cen‘tion.g4 So many different table games did he accurmlate that
it became necessary to house them in a special games closet at the
manse, Catherine Marshall reports, ''e had everything, from tiddly-
winks to pick-up-sticks and checkers to innwieralbile hoard games to
elaborate ivory sets of mah-jongg and chessmen, Every game was well
used."9

The elerent of boyishness was also sitvwn in Marshall's con-

tinual amazement at the evidences of success and recognition which

came his way. For cxample, when his fricnd, Senator Arthur Vandenber:,

1

92t:arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 11.

-

%3, arshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 3.

94:‘arshall, A !Man Called Peter, p. 74.

Of
'Jhmrshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 115,




first called him '"Peter," hc reported the fact with boyish glee to his
wife, Catherine.90

Incongruities multiply.--As nicht Dbe expected of such an

ebullient person, Marshall was a rugged sailor who could keep the
dining room stevards occupied aboard ship when most other passengers
were confined to their bunks.97 He was gregarious and outgecing, yet
had a typical British reserve about him which some would call shy-
ness.98 He was a rare combination of poet and businessman. Items of
finance and life insurance Marshall discussed in detail with his
prospective father-in-law upon the occasion of engagement to
Catherine Harshall.99 He could write glowingly of the engagement
ring he had bought her, and then add that he had been able to secure
it at a bargain price.ICO He could preach of marriage as 'the halls
of highest human happiness" at the same time that he insisted that
couples presenting themselves before him for rarriage should obtain
health certificates from their doctors even at a time when the State
in which he was then preaching had no such regulation.101

Marshall was a great collector. Ilis tastes were distinctive

and insatiable, Pictures throughout his house were seascapes. lle

96Marshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 4.

97
arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 86-88.
98

Marshall, To Live Again, p. 46.

9QBMrshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 62,

lOO!iarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 71,

101y arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 74, 75.
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collected thirteen different clocks and wanted :wore., Ile had a con-

siderable collection of starps, pot lids, surmiertime chira, pressed
102 .

glass of the Argus pattern, and, of course, gjanes, When he had a

hore of his owmn, he lavished upon it his zare and manifested in it

his unique tastes. TFurniture wmust bte ruzged enough to bear the

impact of his 120 pounds, yet everything in the house must be kent

193
neat, as he himself was neat ani methodical, Yet he was beset
. . s . . . 104
with a man's incvitable aptitude fer losing things. Such conmmon

and self-contradictory characteristics in one person malde liarshall

very human, unsophisticated, and likeable.,

10240, ot
tarshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 115,

103 1arshall, A Man Called Peter, pp. 116-117.

104}-farshall, A Man Called Peter, p. 118,
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CHAPTER TI

PETER MARSIALL AND HMIS TIMES

Point of Perspective

The approach,.,-=-If it “e axiomatic that '"mere of us liveth to

himself,"l then, any man who devotes himself to persuading others to
adopt a new and uanopular way of life nust inevitably make himself a
part of his tirnes, and his times must become a part of him, Such a
man must needs be cognizant of the events transpiring about him, in
order to relate his persuasion attempts to the realm of reality,
Since Peter Marshall was such a man, to study his attempts at persua--
Sion demands the study of his times -~ the stream of events and the
historical "climate" - in order that his work might be seen in
adequate and meaningful perspective.,

Three-Foll division, --The study of liarshall's times may be

broken down into three convenient pericds which mark off the rain

Fa

Se gments of his life:--
1902-1927, the pzriod of Marshall's carly life in Scotland;

1927-1937, the period cf his education and beginring ministry
in the South of the United States;

1937-1949, the period of his mature ministry in the nation's
capital, Washington, D.C,,.

lﬂomans 14:7 (Italics supplied).
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An overvicu,--Little discernment is rcquired to reccgnize
that Marshall's lile spanned the most tumultuous beried in human
history, a period dominated by the twin horrors of World Wars I and
II, Whatever other trends, movements, or actions may be considared
significant, they arc overshadowed by the cnormity of the forces {or
destruction whiclhh were unleashed in these two global conflicts.
Peter Marshall was old enough to be boyishly thrilled by the glamour
and challenge to daring in the first con{lict, but he was old enouzh
of the horror and disillusionment of the

to understand something

second,

The latter half of the nineteenth ccntury had witnessed a

~£& g

surging acceptance of the doctrine of "incvitable progress,'" as the

inplications of Darwinian evolutionism had davned upon the philos-
cphers and educators of the Victorian Age. This outlook nersisted
into the twentieth century, and even as late as December, 1913,
President ‘Jilson, in his message to the Congress of the United States,
declared: "Many happy manifestations rultiply about us of a growing
cordiality and a scnse of cormunity of interest among the nations,
foreshadowing an age of settled peace and good will.”g
When Vorld War I shattered the millenialists' dreans, they

rationalized that it was "the war to end wars," the throwing off of
the 1ast vestiges of selfishness in human nature, so that by the 193.'s
COnfidence was restored, especially as the applications of science

Prormised to roll back the spccters of hunger, ciscsase, and want., Dut

———

. 2Quoted by Kirby Page in The Christian Century, March 21, 1037
Ng(l Cited in The Advent Review and Sabbath llerald, Vol, 137, No. 47,
Ve€mber 24, 1960, p. 3. Cited hereafter as Review and Herald,
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Teter Marshall lived long enough to see these renewed hopes blasted
with the searing boribs that devastated the hapless cities of
Nagasaki and Hiroshinma.

Such arce the major events which cast their shadow upon this
brief overview of the times paralleling Peter llarshall'’s forty-six
years of life, and his eighteen years of Christian ministry. Dut
happily the record is not all gloom and doon., Those days of darkness
brought out the best in men of goodwill and integrity; and Peter
Marshall, growing up in an era of unparalleled discovery, invention,
and communication, had reason to wonder at the strange paradoxes

exhibited by his fellow men,

Period of Early lL.ife in Scotland: 1902-1927

£nd of an epoch,--The birth of Peter !arshall came during a

year of historical transition for Great Britain., Of the year 19C2,
the historian Trevelyan wrote,

The close of the 19th Century, the South African War, and
the death of the Queen (Victoria) and of Lord Salisbury,
coincided so nearly in time as to mark the cnd of an epoch.

The Victorian Aze had been a long period of ever-increasing
prosperity at home, of gradual, uninterrupticd, pacific transiticn
frorm the old t> the new society, and of peace and security for
Britain in her most important foreign relationships,"

Perhaps as a fruitage of the beneficent Victorian era, the
first generation of !Marshall's century saw the advent of inventions,

Industrializations, mechanizations, and communications which seemed

————

F 3George Macaulay Trevelyan, . History of England, Vol. III:
—~9Om Utrecht to Modern wimes: The Industrial Revolution and the
I%FE£1§ition to Democracy. (New York: Doubleday and Co. Inc.,, 1956--
- Doubleday Anchor vook, Anchor A22c), p. 253, Cited hereafter as
Treve lyan, History of England,
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to overwhelm mankind, »an's moral and nental developrient seemad to he
outstripped by his conquest »f the forces of nature. The development
of the motor car, the wireless, the airplane, and the submarine
confronted him in rapid succession, The clder forces of stean and
electricity were being made available on such a scale as to keep the
social, the economic, and the cultural state of afiairs in constant
flux, The old order was passing, and no one seemed quite adequate

to the developrent of the new, Urbanization and suburbanization were

changing the face of the British landscape, and disrupting all that

had secmed strong and permanert, At the sare tine, new and fearsorne

weapons of destruction and conquest were appearing, ready to Man's

covetous hands,

Days of hope.--It must not be thought that this generation of

crisis was bereft of the efforts of noble and int=1ligent men who

would do their best to maintain prosperity at home and security
abroad., The year 1902 witnessed the passing of the Balfour Act,
which extended the possibility of a university education to superior

British students whc would not have adequate financial resources for

an advanced educaticn, At the same time new universities were
developed at Liverpool, Leeds, She{ficld, Birmingham, Bristol and
P\eacling. Those already estatlished at London, Durham, and ianchester
Were brought to maturity,

The Dalfour Act Drought into focus the change in religious
ATt titudes and in the power of the established ciwirch, because it
Faised the question of governmental assistance to denominational

sChOOJ.s. By administrative modifications, the Bill was male acceptable

to the great majority., And Trevelyan sees in this an evidence that



)
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while the church was losinz in legal power, she was gaining in
influence by beccming more sensitive to naticnwide opinion and by
showing willingness to adapt to the sane. Taough Church, Chapel, and
Sunday School were less attended than in the 1870's, wireless was
opening a universal channel whereby religion mizht penetrate the
traditional privacy of the British home.

In the realm of economics, worthy ren were wrestling with
Dritain's perpetual problems of balance-of-traie, tarifis, protecticn
of British markels, products and territories, and with the challenge
which the products of the world's vast prairies vas bringing to the
very survival cf Dritish agriculture, With farm hands drifting into
the cities in quest of more money for less wcrk, tihe laboring man
became the subject of ruch attention,

It had been something of a paradn: that the British laborer
could orpanize efrfectively in order to nezotiate with his boss, but
could still remain ineffective in turning clections to his advantage.
But in the days of larshall's boyhood and youth, the Labor Party
became a political factor to be considered. It was the famed Taff
Vale decision of 1201 that spurred the laburer to recosnize that until
he became a political force, his economic gains could be wiped out by
the decisions of the judiciary., Labor thorcZore went to work polit-
ically, and vhen, following Balfour's resismation in Decenmber, 1905,

@ I iberal governrent was formed under Sir Ilenry Campbell-Dannerna:,

the General Clection results showed that a Labor Party of 50 members

————

4 . ez
Trevelyan, llistory of England, pp. 254-056.
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had sprung into existence.

Peter llarshall was but thrce years old when this last Liberal

government in British history came into office to dominate Britain's

affairs for a decade. Not only did the government include men of

stature like Sir Edward Grey, Winston Churchill, and Lloyd George,

but for the first time in Britain's long history, a representative of

the working classes was included in the Cabinet. Peter Marshall, who

wvas to become a steel works machinist, would have been proud to
understand these events, and to know that the Prime Minister was an
even-tenpere?, but shrewd Scotsman, but larshall was only six years

of age when Carpbell-Bannerman died,

This last Liberal government made much of its time in power,
introducing measures of social reforn beyasnd all precedent., It is
true that the Liberals were becoming increasingly beholden to Labor,

but it also seems that men of intelligence and goodwill were seeking

to avert explosive crises between the privileged and the underprivileg-

ed classes in Britain., The 0ld Age Pensions were introduced in 1903,

(and this author can remember with what gratitucde some of the aged

in his neighborhood in London received their weckly allocation of

ten shillings), Budgets shifted more of the taxation burden on to the
wealthy, 'Jorkmen's Compensation, Miners' 8 llours, Medical Inspection
Of Children and the Children's Bill, The Towm Plarning Act, the Sweat-
€31 Industries Act, measures of Unemployment and Health Insurance, and
the Smal1 Holdings Act for the rural areas =--all of these benevolent
MCASures were part of the vast program of liberal laws placed on the

Statute Book by the Liberal government. In turn, the efforts of the
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central government were extended by the work of Care Committees, Play
Centers, Doy Scouts, Adult Education, and other such activities. In
his youny manhood, ilarshall came to appreciate these activities and
had a part in not a few of them in his horie comunity in Scotland,
And if critics wished to cry, "Socialism!" they would have been told
that it was a fact that the system of statec assistance to the life

of the poorer classes had become a great and undeniable fact of nodern
British life .5

There were still other issues of an explosive nature to

disturb these years. The Irish problem persistently produced strifz,
dissension, and violence. Likewisa the issue of Votes for Vomen
descanded to the level of organized outrage in the hands of the law-
violating "Suf{ragettes,”" DBut amid all the trouble, Lloyd George
pushed throuzh another benevolent bill, the Health Insurance Act of
1912, which was a contribution scheme insuring the whole working
population against sickness. Then, just when civil war between the
Six northern counties of Ulster and the southern Irish counties secmed
inevitable, a greater threat from a cormon foe reunited, for a time,

the discordant elements in the British Isles.

Call to arms,--Bechind the formidable shield of the Royal Navy,

Britain had, for over 80 years, enjoyed her "splendid isolation" fronm
Europe and its entanzlements, But the opening of the 20th century
founq Germany an increasing rival to Britain at sea and a continual

Source of harassment to the powers of Zurope, great and small, This

5I‘revelyan, History of England, pp. 264-2605,




growing German threat to the lorg-standing "balance of power" in
Burope gave the Foreign Office much concern, but there was no desire
for an increase ir Dritish involvement with the Continent, It is truc
that the neutrality of Belgium had been guaranteed by Palrerston in
the Treaty of 1839, and this had Leen supported by Gladstcene's wacu-
ing curing the Franco-Prussian War of 1370.(

Now, uner the German threat to Lritish supremacy at sea,

Lord Lands lcvme c¢ntercd upon an entente corldiale with the French in

1904, settling outstanding differences betwcen the two powers, When
Sir Edward Grey becane Foreign Secretary in December, 1905, he
supported French positions on tne Moroccan issues and thus showed
Jermany that dritisii opinicon was still to be considered, The French
and Nussians alsc perceived this fact with satisfaction, while Grey
roved to settle outstanding poirnts of difference between Russian and
British interests, DBy 1914 he had also "removed by agreement every
specific cause cf quarrel bestween England and Germany."7 But there
remained the troubled area of the DBalkans, where recurring crises
threatened the peace of Europe because of the alliances with the great
DPowers which cohld be invcked., And thus it was that Austrc-lliungary
Chose tc use the assassination of the Ausirian Archduke Francis
Ferdinand, at Sarajevo on June 28, 1914, as provocation for the
annijhilation cof Serlia by war., The Kaiser decided to stand by
Austria, while the Russians felt obligated to stand by the Serbs.

France was Russia's ally, Instead of movirg aga‘nst the Russians,

—

6Treve1yan, Ilistory cof England, pp. 231, 273,

7
Trevelvan, 'listory of Inglanl, p. 277,




Cerrany chose to attack France first, rollirg through neutral Lclgiurm,
Immediately, lritain's guarantee tc Delgium was at stake, as well as
the fate of the Netherlands, France, and the Channel Ports,

Under the German threat, all advocates of LCritish neutrality,
(and they were many, and in{luential), rallied behind the government's
declaration of war, August 4, 1914, Military action was taken just
in time to save Paris and the Channel Ports frum German might,

The lost peace.--It would serve no parlicular purpose of the

present study to delineate the ebb and flow of the tides of the war,
Indeed, after the first German thrusts had been held, trench warfare
dominated the Y“estern Front, while the British Navy imposed a stran-
glin_ “lockade upon the Central Powers, despite the successes of the
German subtnarires, Vhen Germany conmitted the folly of attacking
American shipping, she ensured her ultimate defeat with the American
entry into the var in 1917.S

Over 42 million allied forces werc cnygaged in the conflict
against some 23 million men cf the Central Powers., Slightly mcre
than half of the Allies became war casualties, while the German groupn
Suffered 07 per cent casualties.9 Various estimates have been nade of
the over-all costs of this global conflict., It is said that the

Allies expended 126 billion dollars, and the Central Powers 60 biilion,

but that the cost in property was 400 billion,

. S0scar T. Barck and N, M., Blake, Since 1900, A History of the
Uni ted States in Cur Times New York: The lacmillan Company, 1959,
(§Lr<1 edition), pp. 189-217. Cited herezfter as Darck and Blake,

of OU.S. War Department, as quoted in The World Almanac and ook
—Facts, 1059, New York: New York “World-Telegram and The Sum,
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Translated into terms of neighborhood rien and boys leaving
for the camps and the front, into rationed goods and foods in short
supply, and into emotional uncertainty, the land of Peter Marshall
would have shared intensely in the price that Britain was paying for
victory. For the Scots were ever doughty fighters, and their fanous
kilted regiments wrote their courage deep in blced in both of the
werld wars,

Pcrhaps history should record it as a tragedy that a fiery
little Vlelshman should represent .ritain at the Treaty of Versailles,
Perhaps a canny Scotsman might have exercised grcater moderaticn,

But only perhaps, for Lloyd Gecrge was but the spokesman for a
vociferous majority among the Allies who were determined to make the
Germans pay to the depths for their folly in starting the war,

The peace vas virtually dictated by the "3Big Three," - France,
Rritain, and the United States, represented by Georges Clemenceau,
David Lloyd George, and Weodrow VWilson, respectively. Clemarceau
was an outstanding diplomat, a keen student of world affairs, and
adamant on sccuring France's future against a revived Cermany,

Lloyd George was shrewd, winning, and pleasant. Dut in his election
campaign in December, 1918, he had promiscd to bring the spoils of

war home to IEngland, and he was determined to fulfill his word. Wilson
was an idealist, often a pcor diplomat, patron of the idea of a
League of Nations, but lacking the support cof an adequate majority of
his people, as evidenced by the election victcry of his Republican
OPPonents in both houses of Congress in 1913,

Strong arguments can be presented in vindication of the
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vindictive terms of the Treaty of Versailles and the treaties
associated with it; Lut history must inevitably decide, in the light
of subsequent events, that the Allies won the war and lost the peace.
It was in the crushing terms of the Treaty that Adolf Hitler found
the basis for reuniting a militant and vengeful Germany,

T1c

Viar's aftermath - Britain,--The Arnistice of Movember 11, 1910

was greeted with joy throughout the British Isles. Though sone
Allied troops were kept in strategic zones of Germany until 1930,
the great majority of the surviving veterans returned home to share
in the problem of restcring the nation to a peace-time basis,

Peter Marshall felt the impact cf the transition, He had
failed in his repeated efforts to join the Royal Navy or the Merchant
Marine, and in the midst of the war he secured his first job as an
office boy with a firm of civil engineers, [Following the war, when
there were 238,000 unemployed in Scotland, be shared the comrnon
problem of finding work, and was fortunate to get a job in 1921 as a
machinist.l0 “lhen a full werk-week was not available to the men,
Marshall was only expericncing what had tecorne a chrcnic problem to
Britain, for the year 1920 marked the beginning of her postwar
depression, Cnuses were numerous, but in the main, her best customers
had become impuverished by the war, her machincry had become sonewhat
Obsolete, her markets were being invaded Ly Japan and the United

States, tariffs were erected against her, and her national War debt

forced an increase in taxes.

—_—
o 10"Scotland," Encyclopaedia Britannica (Chicago: Willian
“€niton, publisher, 196Z), Cited hereafter as Zrcyclopaedia Britannica,
S€e a1s5 larshall, A Man Called Peter, p 22.
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A serious attempt was made to allev:iate the problems of
unermployment by tue Unenployment Insurance Act ¢f 1920, It increased
the "dole" to 15 shillings per weck for men and increased the number
of beneficiaries., A deliberate progras t2 encourage emigration to
the cclonies and dominions was instituted, a trade treaty was concluded
with Russia, and the protective tariffs set up by the Safeguarding of
Industries Act declared that DBritain was partially abandoning her
nolicy of free trade. All such neasures were successful in varying
degrees, but they could not alleviate permanently, nor consistently,
the economic distrcss which Britain suffered as the aftermath of the
war.

In ratters moral and religious the war produced several
results, There were many who turned toward religion in a spirit of
penitence and in self-condermmnation that such a conflict could have
taken place lLetween 'civilized' nations., There were many others who
took a cynical attitude, blaming the churches for their inability to
prevent the horrors of the war, and accusing the Established Church
especially of being a party to it. 3Zut a cynical attitude would gain
little support in Peter Marshall's Scotland., The decdication and
devotion of the early Covenanters and of the Frce Church of Scotland

would not die so easily. At the close cof the 19th Century, under the
impact of Darwinism and Modernism, the Scots had remained stanch to
their faith, As Derry and Jarman have observe:l:

Up to the last years of the reirm (cf Queen Victoria),

the Znglish--still more the Scots an® the Velsh--continued t.

be a sabbath-keepin~, God-fearin: race, who christened their
children 'Grodont (=
co davarden Tharch t

?
r Tordon o/ Yhortoun), ant flocked
<

te
bear Gladstone, 'the People's Williar,



read the lessons for the day.ll

It is, therefore, not surprising to find a fanily devotion to religisn
and a loyalty to the Kirk as integral elercntis in the early life cf
Peter Mars'.mll.l2

trorn the close of the first World %ar to the year of
Marshall's crmigration to the United States, Curope remained in a state
of almost corntinucus agitation, and conditions in various parts of
the British Zmpire were far from settled, Vhile Britain quickly
disarmed in 1919, the French and Italians did not. In the following
year the United States, and then Britain, refused to guarantee French
territory, In 1922 the Turks began a drive into Curcpe, pushed the
Greeks out of Asia Minor, but found the Dritish challenging their
crossing of the Straits.,

In the sarmc year, 1922, Benito Mussolini gzave rise to Fascisn
in Ttaly, just one year ahead of the Beer Tutsch in Munich, led Ly
General Ludenderff and one Adclf Hitler, During his imprisonment
which followed, at the lLandsberg, Mitler to.k occasion to write
Yein Kampf, Tarlier the French and Jelgian armies had bezun occupation
of the Ruhr, to enforce rcparations, The resulting tensions were
somewhat eased for a time by the Lccarno Trecaties in Cctober, 1925,
whereby Gernany agreed to the dernilitarizaticn of the Rhineland, and
pledged the sccurity of the Franco-German and Delgo-German frontiers,

In that same year, Cermnany tecame a member of the Leajue of Nations,

e vsexry . and T, I, Jarman, The !iaking of Modern
Britain, Lire and Work from George JII to tlizabeth IT  (New York:
New York University Press, 1956),pp. 203, 204

)
1“See this study, p.S




Sritain was having some of her pereornial problems, meanvhile,
with India and Ireland, 1In 1919 Mahatma Gancdhi made a significant
cntribution to disturbances in India, thoush the Montagu-Chelmsford
reforms had established the Dyarchy., The Iritish met the uprisings
with severc repression, The Irish problen revived with the 1918
Armistice in Lurope, AsS ¢n outcome, '"Ulster'" was granted a separate
Parliament in 1920, and by Treaty the Irish Frec State was set up as
a Donminicn in 1921,

The energent power of labor, in Britain, was epitonmized by the
Ceneral Strike and lMinars' Strike, which paralyzed Zritain in 1926,
(As a lad just starting to school in London, this author found sone
pleasure in the sight of crouds of sonaisticated, uniformed girls
ok

from the Lest schools resoriling to trucks as substitutes for public

transportation,) In Scotland, Deter Marshall was enduring an ol jhit:en

ronth wait Jor an American visa, under the gecatly-restricted Inuii-

gration Quota Systen., If he had needed any alditional encouragerent

.

for leaving his homnecland, he might have found it in the continuing
unsettled state of Dritaint's enmployment and commercial situation,
tarshall hinmselfl, however, had been particularly fortunate in finding
employment, and even a promotion, T[Finally, in pursuit of his gcal

of obtaining a training for the ministry, he sailed from his Dbeloved
Scotland on the Cameronia, March 19, 1927,

Lar's aftermath-United States.--While there were some similar-

ities, there vere also some great differences bLetwcen war's aftermath
in Britain and its aftermath in the United States of America, iy

-

the time Peter !farshall arrived at the Battery off Tllis Island ca
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April 5, 1927, Anzrica had bean passing through the most rapid and
extreme period of social, econenic, and moral change “n its history.
{nce the var against Sernany bad Lezcn won, Amcrica tended to
retire into her traditional attitude of isclation from furopzan
affairs and entanglements. ller cconony had only been stimulated Ly
the war as she becane supply depot to the Allied forces and nations.
vhile the Zuropean nations, including Dritain, were struggling to
arise from the debris and depression of the conf{lict, American produc-
tion and Lusiness forged ahecad into an era of unparalleled prosperity.

In the political realm, President '/ilson and his idealistic
program Jor the League of Nations went down in pathetic cdefeat unfer
strong Republican opposition in the Senate and the brutally practical

~ -

demands of the Zuropean Allies for reparations and guarantees of

A~

their own territcrial Security.l3 Thus Wilson's hope for the solution
of internaticnal coniflict by discussion, publlcity, and corpromise,

by an association of all natiors, was deprived of its most essential
support before it ever Lecane a reality,

Many strange and contradictory I-rces nanifested thenselves
within months of the Armistice. The pre-war strength of the "Dry”
forces gained the ratification of naticnal prohibition on January 10,
1019, At the sare tirme Aimee Senple lclucrsen vas Huilding a follow-
ing feor her Feour-Square Gospel in Los Angeles., In Chicago there were
race riots, while the ccuntry was racked with exploding bombs and an
hysterical fear that the nation was being undermined by Zolshevists

aided and abetted Dy the striking Roston police force.,

13, . . . -
°3arck and 3lake, Since 190C, pp. 239-263,
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credulous,
the Dritish Jirigible =34 made a double cr-ssing of the Atlantic,
hizhways were "overrun” by seven million automediles, the Sacco-
Vanzetti case initiated seven vears of clectrificd journalism, the
Yu Mlux Mlan was making ominous noises, worman sullraje was ratified,
and skirts ros: a heorrifying nine inches from the ground. OJusiness
activity had been rising steadily until a terrific bomd llast
shattered the crowded V/all Street at noon on September 16, 1920, The
bomb was "Red" of course; but whatever its coler, it killed 36
persons, injured hundreds, and did two million dollars-wertih of
iarage 14
se.

[7ith radio station XDXA conveniently on the air, the Repub-
licans were able to anncunce t.: the Castern states of the nation the
victorious zlection returns which put the relatively-unknewn arren

C. larding into the office of President of the United States, in

Novenber, 1920, 'ith ilarding's assurance of a laissez-faire policy

toward business, the nation Degan its rapid clinb to the lofty
plateaus of epublican prosperity.

Thile llarding signed a belated Peace Treaty with the Gerrna:
the Klansmen f{illed the country with their scandals, Sorieone dis-
covered that fewmale bathers could bz beautiful, and Dempsey continued
to draw the crowds to the ringsice,., The adoption of "bobbed" hair

distracted attention from the sincere efforls of the Washingzton

Conference of 1921-22 to impose a reducticn < armaments anong the
1S3

14Barck and Blake, Since 190C, p. 276.
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najor nowers in the Pacific especially, an' t> strengthen that arca
against the threat of Japanese ag;ression.
As the early 1920's passed, they wiinesscd the growth of

Klan menbership to five million, the opening of the fabulous tomt of

12

King Tut-Ankh-Auen in Egypt, the launching of lencken's irreverent

American Mercury, the introduction of mahjong, the publication of

Dabbitt, the ncltorious [lall-Mills rurder case, the opening of the
Coue Institutes and of Aimee's Angelus Teunple in Los Angeles, And
perhaps the sale of 16 million radios in 1922 vas symptoratic of the
general econemic inproverient,

iMhile the cress-word puzzle wvas sweeping the naticn, President
Harding died in August, 1923, and Calvin Coolidge uncstentatiously
became Presicdent of the United States. The next year, Coolidge was
elected in his own right, while the legal dam crected against illegal
liquor was being pierced to the value of forty i:illion dollaors.,

.

Druce Barton's The lMan Nobody Knows made the Lest-seller lists,
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