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THESIS



On the shorec of Littlec Traversc Bay wealthy people from
various largc cities have estaplished a numbcr of swumer
resorts. The land in the locality has becomc so desiravle
for such purposcs trhat in a few years all of it will be occu-
pled. Vhen this taxcs place therec will be ﬁany features of
city life, from which, the inhabitants of the resortsc are
trvine to escapc. 1% 1s promoscd to estavlish several parks,
of grcater or less extent, in order that there may always e
an 2ir of freedom and roominess apbout thesc rcsorts. This
thesis emvodies a plan for onc of these parks.

Tﬂe prosvective park consists of a quarter section of
land 1lyins vetween the town of liarvor Springc and an olda and
wcaltly resort--Wequetonsing. The park land velongs to the
resort corporation, and whiie, if{ a park is laid out, it wiil
probably in a somewhat limited way be open to the public,
yet it will ve chiefly visited by the summer peoplc and will
belonc especlally to Wequetonsing. It will be used only
about four months during the season--June, July, Aurust, and
Septemver. The followine is a description of the essential
featurec of the land. On the south the quarter scction is
bounded by Little Traversc Bay, by Wequetonsing on the east,
and on the north by a range of high wooded hills extending

in nlaces into the mark. These hillls cover the rest of a
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half section, of which the park 1s a quarter, and the land
belongs to resort people. The hilis, ravines, and native
woods of this upper quarter section are very plcturesque, and
though it will not be a part of the park, vet will Le an
attractive adjunct to it, all the more so since it is a fine
quarry for small game and is the sourcc of a pcrennial strecam
which flows through the lower quarter. iiarvor Springs is on
the west. On the half of the park next to the water the
cotta~es and drives of Vicquctonsing, and the houses and
strects of Harbor Springs, come to the very vorders of the
rark. On the upper half, separated from the lower uy a vluff
desceribed nercafter, the adjacent property consists on ooth
sldes of ficlds.

On the south the shorec line 1is very rcgular pelng

broken only by one or two little bvays. The shore here 1s a

rart of a curve and as such is very graceiul; iic trend is

tdwards the southwest. The beach 1s sandy, the water which
washes 1t is challow, making an idcal vathing and voating
rlace, moreover, it is well protected oy hiarvor Point so that
these pastimes may be carried on in all kKinds of weather. The
bank of thc lake is ei~ht or ten fecet high and d;stant irom
the water from two to five rods. Thinly scattcred in clumps

upon it are ospruces, firs, and white ovirches, and it is



covered with a picturesque growth of low growing shruvs mostly
of the Ericaceae family, intermingled with which arc myriacs
of blue bells, dogbanes, kypericums, rPolygalas, and rock and
wild roses; these, flowering in thelr various secacsons, make
the vank one of the most beautiful in the region. On the top
of the vank and following it pretty closcly 1is a woulevard,
the possicilities of which are good. North of the voulcvard
the ground is dry and level and is covercd with a finc growth
of pine, firs, spruces, virches, and wild plants similiar to
those mentioned above.

ot nuitc a quarter of a mile from the shore ic a bluflfl
a hundred fcet high. Midway bpetween the shore and vluff the
Grand Rapids ahd Indiana Raillroad passes, making an unsightly
break in an otherwise beautiful woodland. The land between
the railroad and shore is ac described above; that petween
the railroad and vluff ic scmi-swarp, covered with cont?érs,
mostly cedars, tangled and mixed 1. all concievavlc forms--a
rleturesquce place, bput one nard to vring under hamnd.

The land on Lop of the bluff is what is called Indian
land, clearcd years ago and thcen allowed to grow up to wood-
land, trc trces peing mostly bpeeches, mapics, small poplars,
and rcd tirches. Along the top of the vluif is another vou-
levard, [ron thch a magnificent view of the bay, the lake,

’



4.

and the ucighvoring towns and resorts may e had. About the
middle of thc park, a lon~ drive, poorly constructed, climbs
the blurff, thus estavlishing connections between the lower
and upper parts. 1In the western part of the upper park isc an
open grassy space now uscd as a vall ground. East of this is
a somewrat open space sloping to the south, from various parts
of which fine views of the lake may be had. Near the northern
boundary is a: old quian trail called ilarquette's trail,
along this trees and shrubs have been allowed to grow in
charming negligence, and because of its plcturesqueness and
romantic associations it becomes a feature of some promincice
in the park. Running north and south almost through the
center of the park ic a orook, whicn, in flowing over the
bank makes a very fine cascade. Briefly, the principal fea-
turcs of the park have been enumerated. Let ugs now consider
the ehief requisites of such a park.

Tre primary requisite of a pari is an exparse of gfeen—
sward, partly sheltered and adornecd vy trees and shrubs. The
ain of the artist bein~ to tranceriove a picturc froa nature;
in this the sctting may ve simplc country woodland and meadow,
or the picturc may be piaced on brokcen, rough, uneven ground.
The first the landscape gardener calls the beautiful; the

second, tihc plicturesque. In this par& we have voth-- the



beautiful above the opluff, the nicturesque oelow. liaving in
mind the material upon which we arc to work, and the nceds of
the peoplec for who: the park is to ve made, we should select
some quality that is to pe the kKey notc of the compositior.

In this park it should we rctirement, rclcase from conveuntion,
meador and cylvan peauty. Recognizing, thus, thc character-
igtic feature of the place, it is necessary to work in harmony
with it, carrying out the central thought in every posciblc
way.

But the park must be to some extent a place for recrea-
tion. There must be an open space for a play ground to in-
clude ball grounds, tennis courts, croquet, ete.; rustic
seats should ve provided in shaded and secludec spots and in
sufficient numver to present ample opvortunity to all to
enjoy the quiet which is so crateful to those who have tempo-
rarlily cseapcd from the city. Boat houses, a path house,
picenic grounds, an amusement hall, and a restaurant must be
furnished. Easy access to all buildings and veautiful places
must be provided, requiring roads and walks gsKillfully de-
signed. All these, however, to be incidental and subordinate
to the controlling motivce of the park, which, again, is to be
essentially an 1deal rural and sylvan retrecat, thc park get-

ting 1its greatest value as this sentiment is expresscd aand
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developed. So that not recreation, in the sense of amuscment,
but in the scrsc of refresiment arisine from seines simple
beauty, ic the oiffice of the park.

InAdoing landscapc worit there are two methods of »roced-
ure, quite diTfercnt in character and results. In accordance
with onc system, making a park is largely governed vy the
natural character andé topography of the grounds. I. sceks to
find rati:er than to make pleasing effects, and vy judiclous
acaptation of roads and paths to the existing surface to lcad
one to tnic various points of interest. This systen may not
produce results of hichest artistic eifects, bput will vest
yield those 'hich commend themsclves to a lover of the veauti-
ful in nature. Such a park is also attailnable without exces-
slve esost or tirecome delay.

By trhe other system a plan is precse:nted according to well
considerecd rules of art without much regard to the original
shape of thc surface which must Le modified to conform to the
ideal crecation. A work of surpassing and rare cexcellenée may
in thic way be produced, out its cost is great and tl.c delay
of its comnletion tedious.

In the case of this park there is but little emoarassment
in makin~ a cholice between the two systems. The diverscified

character of the grounds, and the abundance of beautiful



gpots givc us a park filled with objects which nced out littlc
transformation. Our first carc the.i must be to gilve casy
access to all points of intercst, the exitstence of which,
necessitates a careful study of the lines for drives and
walks.

At the {ilrst glance at the map it 1s sceminely wrong to
have thrce drivec almest parallel i.. so small a park, ovut in
this casc thegfgbsolutcly required. A boulevard very natur-
ally follows the shore, and thec one on the. plufl as naturally
follows the plufi. The drive betweeh the railroad and tho
bluff ic there as a matter of absolute necessity ior commu-
nication vetween the town and wequctonsing. While it need
not ve so nretentious as the others, vet 1t should wve a per-
fectly kept drive, woll shaded and well cared ior. In plan-
ning the boulevards along the bluff and shorc vut little
needs to ve done in laying out the drives as they will follow
the craceful contours of vluff énd shore, but much care must
be excreised in thinnimg out and grouping Lhe trecs co that
vistas overlooking the lake may be had. Great ingenuity must
be uced with the long drive that clirclcs around the upper
park touching the foothills. The aim will be to pass ac many
ricturesque spots in the woods that border the foothills as

poscible; as, hereln lies the chief attraction of the drive,



therc being huge rocks, clifis, ravines, a crcek, a sy»ring,
tangled wild woods, and giant forest treec to pass. Opportu-
nity should occasionally bc taken to emergec into the border
of the meadow land, where teling on higher ground a beauiiful
view may be had across the meadow,over the vay, and a glimpse
of thre land on the other side, or the blue lake more to the
westward. This drive 1is one of the creat possibilities of
the park.

south of the railroad the drivciwill be much used, and
they tgrfhe irmediately adjoining land may pe trcated rore
formally. The part of the drive going up the hill should do
so very gradually, thc pank above and velow offering a splen-
did opportunity for the artistic planting oé chrubs and vines.
The old Indian trall lcading acrosc the upper part of the
crounds cannot be improved uvon, as the charm of its intri-
cate tangle and plcturesque wildwood, openiinr here and therc
into little grassy meadows is perfect. 1! may bc used either
as a bridle ypath or as a ramvle.

Below the pluff plain walks, as are shown in the plan,
will bc constructed; above, the walks will foilow the drives,
but people will be allowed the frcedom of the meadows and
noods, that bcing one of the charms of the place. The most

must be made of the g¢rcensward and woods. Encroachments upon






them oy roads and walks are not desirable, not only because
of the defacement, but because they divide and weaken the
essential featurcs of many veautiful scencs, they are to be
consléercd a necessary cvil, conveyancés oy which we sece the
beautiful--which is the scencry. The aim must be to make
thelr width and alicnment combinc to the best advantage.
gracefulness of proportion and convenience in use.

| We will now procecd to the general design of the park,

which may bpe ovest traced on phe accompany ing map, but the

special clh:aracier and distinctive features may pe thus swmar-

ized.

I. The Playeround, in the southwest corncr, occupying,
including Amusement hiall and surroundings, vath louse and
surroundings, grounds for various ~ames, swings, and thc
shore drive, aobout twenty acres. It is decigned for outdoor
sports and porular festivities; tennis courts, voall grounds,
croquet and kindred games will fully occupy the srpace allot-
ted. A row of shade trees sct in a bed of grass rour rods
wide extends around three cides of the playground; at the
west ciud there is a small grove, these, afford ample faclli-
ties for shade and a resting places. It 1s designed that
Amusement iiall ve chlefly a lecture and concert hali with a

symnasivm, cvowling alley, and pall room, as suvordinate partc.
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Around voth Amusement Hél; and the vath house some formal
gardening will ve allowed, though garish colors in bvedding
designs and fancy cxotics will pe out of place.

II. West of the Playground are the driees connecting the
various ovuildings. They 1inclosc a space of nearly two acres
which can well ve treated in thc so-callcd formal style. The
appropriatencss of formal garde:nine wiil be perceptivle now-
ever, only if the outlines of the bcd are simplc and graceful,
the colors low-keyed, and all in harmony. Around the vulld-
ings much may be done in the way of ferneries, rustic work,
wanging vaskets, and vines, though consdderablc skiil must
be exercised in order to make such work comoine well with
formal gardening. An avundance of watcr from flowing wells
may be hadi to aid in thc various effccts desircd around the
buildings. 1In the space at the junction of the drives going
to the dock a rock fernery suprlied with water vy one of thcse
flowing wells, making a sort of & fountain, wiil producec a
fine effect.

III. +vest of the park just describved petwcen the rail-
road and lake ic an arca of twenty-five acres called the
Grove. 1Itgs cnief attraction will ﬁe sylvan opcauty. The
forest trecs of pine, syruce, wi.ite birch, and the wild flor-

ers, 7ith some thinning and trimmine may be allowed to stand
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as thcy are. Through the center of this area a large creek
running horth and south formfsome peautiul picturecs in its
ramblings in and out. and in the cascades as it lows over
the uneven ground. Since the ground is wet near the creek,

a well constructed walk sinould {follow 1t pretty closely.
Rustic scats should be built here and there. Paths, not nce-
essarily costly or particularly well kept,should lcad from
the various objects of interest, such as a sy»ring, a handsone
or plcturessue trec, a voulder, a gracsy spot in the woods,or
a flowing well, and now and then a rustic house dbuilt for the
convenience of picnic going people. 1In general, those fre-
quenting this mart of the park may have the freedom of the
grounds without special rcgard to naths, though these gshould
be so built that people will care to follow them. In the
nortieast corner of this area thé forcing houses and offices
arc located.

IV. 7Tice land bordering the railroad can ve treated very
simply. Since it is a passenger road almost entirely, 1t will
be best not to scrcen it from view, but rather loct those that
are riding have a plcasant outlook from the car windows. A
well kept stretch of grass and a row of shade trces on opoth
sldes of the track will produce thie pest effect. On the nogth

slde of the track a walk formin~ direct communication petween
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Harbor Springs and Wequetonsing is a nccessary rather than a
beautiiful part of the park. Though, if the grass is well
kent and the trees riechtly planted in the pordering grounds,
thug forming a sort of a mall, cormon to many parks, the
walk and environs wili not be at all unsightly.

V. In the area, comprising aovout thirty acres,vetween
the railroad and bluff, the ovject will be to show the wild
beauty of the place. The ground is thickly covered with an
excccdingly plcturesque growmth of cedar and hemlock, at the
base of which cround pine, ferns, orchids, pitcher plants,
and other wild llowers thrive. Iliere and there is an island
of dryver land vhere the flora and sylva change}; there are
r;vines,an&.rocks, trout crecks, and cascades, wliich make the
possibilities of this place as a picturesquc spot good. The

costiof the drives and walks in this part of the park will be

considerapble becausc of the rough ground, and since the nature
of the ground does not aliow of one's ~etting off the roadway.
Thelr number and position can bpest be traced oir the map.

The speclal lfeatures of this part of the »nark, are, tne bluff,

eighty to a hundred feet high and well covered with trees,
the large creck forming a cascadc over the bluff, and by the
slde of which, in ordcr that none ol its peauty may oe lost,
a flighit of steps climos the hill; and a picturescue ravinc

which the 4rives and walks cross and reerocs.
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VIi. The park above the bluff can pve descrived with a few
words. Onc of the primary efforts in a park characterized vy
the beautiful, rather than the picturesque, is to have opon
spaces as large as possible without their veing monotonous or
bare in apnearance. Such spaces are the esse.itial features
of a naturalistic garden design. Though gay with flowers and
fresh with verdure of trees, a park without one or two largc
stretches of lawn loses its character as a park and vecomes
simply a plantation. Grass 1is not only valuablc for its
beauty vut its assoclations express much. It tells of fertile
soilc and refreshing showers. Abundance and prosperity are
typified by luxuriant growths of grass. “There is an infi-
nite veauty in the poetry of the meadow."

Two consideravle expanses of grcensward are to ve ovtain-
ed in the upper park. One in the castcrn part contains about
thirty acres, the other, farther west, avout fifteen acres.
The ground slopes to the south in both spaces and has uneven-
ness enough to give mobiiity and variety to the landscape.
The undulating and swelling ground suggests more life, but at
the same timc the sense of repose is as great. A prairie
would simply be stagnation. Below the Dbvluff the lawn should
be close mown and velvety, but here tlie grass may grow tall

and frce. There should be about thesc spaces a sense of
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freedomn and roominess, a look of ieisure and amplitude, there
s8hould be clrcles of shade, long grassy vistas, aisles and
retrecats, and inviting depths of sunshine a.id shadow. The
drives should be so arranged that these spaces will be brought
in view several times from different points with varying
effect. Though secemingly simple, vet the groves which divide
and surround these expanses of turf must be arranged with con-
siderable artistic skiil irf best recults are to ve ovtaincd.

The ground in trhe northern part of the upper park is
roust and plcturesque, espccially that near the foothills.

The flora and sylva ié entircly different from that below the
bluff, since thre ground is hich and dry. The besct practice
here will be to allow nature to hold sway. The landscape
gardcner's work belng to encourage her oy planting ferns in
the crevices, vines on the rocks, aliowing the wild flowcers
to grow around and among them. Unhospitablo thickets should
be broucht under subjection, ruvbish rcmoved, and foot paths
constructed to the points of greatost interest.

In conclucion, throughout the whole work, it nmst be
remembered that landscape gardening embraces princinles which
must be Tollowed as closely ags those of other arts. Unity,
harmony, fitness, and utility, arce rcrulated v as closely de-

fined laws as those which govern the production of beautiful






10.

creations and other artistic activities. The object of the
rark and its dcsired qualities--simple beauty and qulotnesc
as the antithesis to convontionality and ostentation--must
constantly e kept in view. It rmust be rcmembered that a
composition of organized beauty is to ve produced, and not
one with beautiful but unreclated details. The resourgf%fgggi
many and varled, and its scattered excellcuncies should ve

collected into one beautiful composition as far as a place of

so diversified a character will allow.
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