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dutn Liusselman

Althiouss the americsn traveler i purrope nas loiy Leen
a reco.nirved phenomenon of smerican civilization, little
researcih nas been aone i the extensive historical record
oI tne s~merican traveler --- tane travel nariretive. £ lsiroe
Louy or liverature, especilally o nineteenth century
Anesricens in Lulrope, recounts tne travelers' lmplessicns
ct” the countries they visited. Jtilizins tnis material
concer: . in, the americsn treveler in Germeny, tihis investi-
Sator gttemptse to determine wny tile americen tiraveled tc
Jermeny, waat als eattitudes were toward uverman society,
culture, &ana gFovernment, and aow & ilaees were reletad
to tne adevelopment o aAunsricea thoughnt.

The earlv nineteentn centurvy americen's inteiest in
gizlmadiy Stemmoed prinarily f'rom an intellectual impulse
~cencrateu Ly the tremendous cevelopment in German thougsht
anc letters at tne enu or tne eilgnteentn ana tie begcinning
ol' the nineteenth centuries &and rrom the awakening of the
Jermaa natiocnel spirit dusring tne Napoleonic Wars. This
laea ran parallel to tne naticunalistic optimism about the
Tut sre of nis own nation thet colored the tnouwnt of the
early nineteenth century smerican. foi tnils reason, ie
treveled to Germany durine the rirst aclt or tae century
witn three imepes in nic mind: he saw aimself as & "pilorinm®

Seeking the culture ot Germasny o1 seeking enlightenment
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on tine lives and custome of otner peoplcecs; he ssw nis own
nation as tie great eXwvmple thet would teach ana leau other
naticuas o1 the worla in the estecolisnment o' democratic
~sOVelrnnentes aliw Socie=ties; ana ne visualizZeu, and likea,
gerrany ££ the pOotentiel Protesteunt leaders 1 wiiope votn
i1 cultule ana in liceral government.

T:ae experience ol tiue American tiegvelerl 1n Gelmany il
tne nineteentn centuir’ witliesseu tne grauual breakdown ot
tiese l1lmegeSe wLoclaliy, ne 1oeounu wwahy waspects ol Gerlman
civ.lizeticon tonet were for less relinec wio tntellectuslizeo

too, he aos ime ined. Cultuially, ne zrwntec yernan

m

Upoad oadty Lot cultivetion o arts enu letters, but ne
-1t taot thals cllture didd not erbrace the whole o Selmun
diw Foliuvleoeddiy, e codaw Tiat, 1.0 £pite ol the existence
21" wotnn liberelism ent netdionadisw in Serwvoany, tne traditions
CI'” miditesdsmm, peternalism, sutocrucy, & stete controlled
CilaLCa, &ile seat econcmic Luecuslity piomicsed little in

Tre <veitusl establishment cl' & demociatic neticn 1 Centrel
ZUL'Cpe.  dne Ultimate unitication of dJermany ullaesr £lisierck
G Lii. 008 il Udis,. llew Ueinal, ouiplic aasineu thne american's
G0pes 1oy the creation o a literal uelmen state at'ter the
rpettern ol tihne Jdnited States,

Cii the otie: hana, the late nineteenti century snerican

Lreveler snowed lecs optimism than tas carly treveler in
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regae:sd to the future of nis own nation and in his view of
himeelt’'e de inaiceated that, while he apprecicted the
superior politicel and economic wdvuntages o1 lite in the
Jnitea btates, he 1'elt & sense or diecsatistaction with the
social lite 1i: meterialistic post-civil Wwar smmerica. He
becane somewnut skKepticel of the purpose anu value of
travel anu of the destiny ot btoth the Unitea States and
maniind. Finelly, he still experienced Llhe magnetism of

the tradition and culture of European civilizst.ione.
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INTRODUCTION

Wwhen the end of World War II provided the world with a
chance to engage in peaceful pursuits, American travelers
flocked to Europe in record numbers. They Jjammed availgble
ships and planes &and penetrated the entire continent this
side of the Iron Curtain. So common has the American travel-
er become in the twentieth century that some categories of
American tourists in Europe have achieved the recognition
of stereotypes: the school teacher on summer vacation, the
youth hosteling students, the business man who has accum-
lated a fortune and a culture deficiency. In fact, the
American who spends a few months in Europe and returns home
to write & book cbout it has come to be regarded as & rather
tiresome Jokee.

Although the numbers of Americans traveling in Europe
has elicited a good deal of comment from the press, the
American trsaveler himself is not a social phenomenon
peculiar to the twentieth century. Actuslly, the custom
of a "trip to Europe" is deeply embedded in the American
heritage. In coloniel times, the Virginia gentleman
frequently received his foirmal education in England, as in
the cese of Wwilliam Byrd of Westover, and the eighteenth
century American of the Enlightenment was attracted by the



g&low of French thought under the 0ld Regime. In the
nineteenth century, the “grand tour" was still considered
the mark of a cultivated gentleman, and others, scientists
like Oliver Wendell Holmes who sought the hospiteals of Paris
and Vienna, scholars like Edward Everett who sought the
libraries of Germany, artists like Washington Allston who
sought the inspiration of Italy, and intellectuals like
Henry James who sought the refined society of England,
contributed to the flood of Americens in Europe. In the
twentieth century, the self-sentenced expatriate of the
twenties was, perhaps, only & peculiar expression of a basic
impulse in American culture.

This does not mean that Americans have been the only
people who tiaveled and wrote abtout their travels. The
United States has been the object of European curiosity,
and French, Britisn, and German visitors, distinctly different
from the immigrants, have traveled extensively in this
country. American sensibilities were severely wounded by
the criticism of & Charles Dickens or a Mrs. Trollope who
wrote travel narretives of their experiences, while a work
like Alexis de Tocqueville's Democreacy in Americg has achieved
an almost classic position for its insight and intelligence.
In fact, one nineteenth century American traveler in Europe

claimed that Americens should have the same right to use
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their travels as a basis for criticel comment upon Europe.l

Even in the area of this particular study, Germany, the
British and French were frequent travelers, and the British
writers on Germany, William Howitt, John Russell, John Aaiton,
and others, undoubtedly influenced American travelers in
Germeny.

Yet certain features of the American traveler in Europe
have been so distinctive that a study of the subject merits
attention apart from the other movements of peoples. In the
first place, the Americen traveler of the nineteenth century
was distinguishéable from his colonial counterpart in the
seventeenth &and eighteenth centuries, for the latter had a
dual attachment: to his home in the New World and to the
Mother Country.2 The American treveler in Europe was equally
different from the European lmmigrant who established a
perranent residence, who sent down roots, who adopted a
new nationality in the New World. For, in most cases, the
American traveler remained Just that---an American traveler---
to the end. Even though his trip extended into a residence

of seversal years, his ststus in his own mind was always

1 Henry Ruggles, "Intrcduction," Germany Seen without
Spectecles (Boston, 1883).

< Philip Rahv, ed., Discovery of FEurope: the Sto
of American Experience in the 01d Wworld (Boston, 19475,
p. xi.



that of a temporary sojourner, peculiarly detached from
the scene he witnessed. 4And, finslly, the American traveler
was thrust into a scene much farther removed in space and
time from his homeland than the British or Fiench treveler
on the continent.

The problem of the American traveler in Europe would
seem tc be worth analysis. Like any problem, it raises a
number of guestions. Why did (and do) Americans feel the
necessity of going to Europe? WVhat were they seeking?
How did the different areas and cultures of Europe affect
them? And wheat did they bring beck from the continent
beyond the souvenirs, the mementcs, the btooks, the paintings,
the Parisien fashions? What made Euirope a Mecca to Americans?
A good many Americens have speculated on the answers to
these questions. The novelist has not left untouched such
a feirtile field for exploitaetion. Nathaniel Hawthorne in
The Marble Faun, Washington Irving in Sketg¢h Book and Igles
of a Traveller, Hermen Melville in Redburn, and, of course,
Henry Jemes in The American, The Ambassadors and Dgisy Miller,
to name a few, have presented artistic interpretations of
the American in Europe. In the twentieth century, writers
like John Dos Passos, Ernest Hemingway, Ring Lardner,
Sincleir Lewis, and Thomas Wolfe have all worked over this

thene.
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But aside from these treatments on & philosophicel and
psychologicel plane, there remains a large body of material
that represents the historical record of the American
travelers. These were the travel narratives, in which
ordinary citizens, at least in relaticn to masters like
Hawthorne, Melville, and James, recorded their impressions
of Europe. These were the writers who represent the factual
basis for the truism about the man going to Europe and
writing a book about it. Many of these books were series
of letters acnd were first published in tne local papers of
Flint, Nashville, Cincinnati, or St. Louis. Many were by
individuals whose sole claim to literary achievement is
confined within the covers of one book concerning a trip
to Europe. Many closely perallel a guide-book. But, as a
whole, they represent the written record of Americans who
went to Burope and recorded their impressions.

Social and litersry historians have utilized this
material to some extent to answer the questions raised by
the problem of the Americen in Europe,l but the aresa most

neglected by &all the studies has been Germeny. To many

1 see Robert L. Scott, ic Travelers in F
1830-1860 (Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Yale University, 1940);
Robert E. Spiller, The stmerican in Engleand Q%ring the First
Helf-Century of Indgg%ndggcg_zﬁew York, 1926); R. B. Mowat,
Americens in E

¢ nzlangd oston, 1935); et_al.




individuals supremely conscious of the nation which has
involved the world in two terrible conflicts in the twentieth
century, this may appear paradoxicel. Telling the story of
modern history ana omitting the impact of Germany upon world
consciousness is like desci'ibing a boxing match with only
one contestant for the title. Yet, 1in the light of
nineteenth century history, it is not astonishing that
relatively few travelers from America went to Germany until
well into the nineteenth century and that the scihnolars have
concerned themselves far more deeply with American travelers
in England and France.

In spite of the indelible impression made by German
culture upon hAmerican philosophy &and education in the
nineteentnh century, in 181% most Americans were only dimly
aware of the great stretch of Europe between a familiar
France and an enigmatic Russia. They knew it, perhaps, as
the remnant of the Holy Roman Empire that Napoleon had
declared dead in 1806, as the eternal battlefield of
European nistory, as the home of the Hdessian mercenaries
who fought for the British in the Revolutionary War, as
the little known and little understood dominions of the
Hapsburgs and Hohenzollerns, or as the European origin of
hundreds of back country farmers in Pennsylvania, the Ohio
Valley, New York, Virginia, and the Csrolinas. Van Wyck

Brooks stated that George Ticknor and Edward Everett had



real difficulty locating a German grammar and a German
dictionary with which to study the language befose going

to the University of Gﬁttingen.l John Quincy Adams, who
had been to Prussia on a mission in 1797,2 possessed a copy

of Goethe's The Sorrows_of Wderther, and a few other New

England scholars had German books.® But Germany itself,
in cultural New England, was virtually an unknown quantity.
Aflame with curiosity and enthusiasm for Germany that
Madame de Sta¥l's D'Allemagne and a pamphlet by Charles de
Villers on the University of GBttingen had aroused,4 the
New England literary lights blazed the treil to Germany.
Everett and Ticknor were followed by Joseph Green Cogswell,
George Banciroft, denry Wadsworth Loangfellow, John Lothrop
Kotley, James Russell Lowell, Henry sadeams, and William
James. Uore significant, perhaps, they were also followed,
not necessarily to the universities but to Germany, by
dozens of lesser Americans from the middle states and the

South and the West who brought back ideas about Germany

) 1 Van Wyck Brooks, The Floweri of New k
(Y¥odern Library Edition, New York, 1926%, pp. 13=75.

2 Charles Francis Adams, ed., Memoirs of John Quingy
Adams (New York, 1913-17), I.

3 Brooks, Flowering of New England, p. 76.

4 Orie William Long, Literary Pioneers: Early American
Explorers of European Culture (Cambridge, 1935 ), p- 10.
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and Germany's culture. The trickle of American tiavelers
to Germany in the early part of the nineteenth century had
become a flood by the end of it.

A brief sketch of nineteenth century German history
in part explains the sapparent early neglect of that nation
by the American traveler in Europe.1 In one sense, the
course of Germany parallels the course of the United States
in the nineteentn century, for boti nations emerged at the
end of the century as national states of formidable power.
But at the beginning of the century, the position of the
United States was far more promising than that of Geruwmany,
f'or the latter was at that time, in fact, not a "nation"
at all.

In spite of a burst of nationalism in the German states
during the Ne&poleonic Wars, the peace settlement at the
Congress of Vienna successfully thwarted German hopes for
a united nation. Instead, the settlement left her a
heterogeneous group of thirty-nine sovereign states,
loosely organized into a weak confederation and governed
on the principle of "legitimacy."” The Bund had neither

the me&ans nor the power to enforce unity among the ruling

1 The historiczl material in the following paragraphs
is based on Sir Adolphus William “Ward, Germany 131S-1290
(Cambridge, 1916) and Veit Valentin, The German People:
Their History and Civilization from the Holy Roman Empire
to_the Third Reich,(ﬁew York, 1946 ).




nouses ol tiae independent states wna principalities.
Furthermove, the reactionasy sentiment at the Congress of
Vienna cuttressed the power oif the ruling families and
prevented the Diet at Frankfort from being anything more
than a gatiering of ambassadors from the states of inde-
pendent rulers.

The two chief forces of nineteentihh century German
nistory were a drive toward uaaification and a drive
toward liberalization o the autocratic governments. In
tihe enu, the latter was sacrificed to the former, but at
the beginning when most liberals were under the sway of
Firencin anevolutionary principles ana philosophy, it was
noped that toth a naticvuaal and a liberal state could be
achievéd simaltaneously. The situation was turther
complicated by the fact that the two most poweriul states,
austria and Prussia, were Jjealous of each other's power as
well as frightened by the democratic ideas which threatened
the control of the Hapsburgs and Hohenzollerns. They were
determined tinzt nationalism meant Prussian or Austrian
domination of Germany and that any concession to the
literals meant a loss of monarchical power and prestige.

For over thnirty yeérs, Prince Metternich of Austria
&ild the guadruple aAlliance kept these two forces of
liberalism and nationalism ficmly under control. The

promised constitutions of 1814 and 1815 were either not
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forthcoming at all in the German states or were mere pretenses
of representative government. Any eruptions of liberal
sentiment like the Burschenschaft movement of 1517 were
quashed by autocratic rulers. Yet the liberal and national
forces were by no means spent, and in spite of the reaction,
the growing middle class in the Germanies and the Prussian
Zollverein or customs union indicated the urgency of the
pressure for a unified Germzny with a constitutional govern-
ment. South Germany became a stronghold of liberal sentimeut,
and when the Revolution of 1848 broke out in France, it
touched off revolutionary uprisings all over Germany.

The center for the "pan-German® revolution was at
Frankfort, although most of the states were individually
affected and Berlin znd Vienna were temporarily under the
control of the insurgents. A Parliament of representatives
elected from all the German stetes, primarily composed of
liberals, met in Frankfort to write a constitution for a
unified Germany. This was the so-called "Professor's
Parliament" which began in hope and ended in failure. It
could not resolve the basic gquestion of how to reconcile
a Catholic Austrie and a Lutheran Prussia to a national
state without giving either power the lion's share of
control. While the Perliament debated, the traditional
bulwarks of the monarchy in Berlin and Vienna, the army,

consolidated the fosces of reaction against the tide of
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liberalism. +vhen the Parliament finally proffered the
headship of the new Germany to the King of Prussia,
Frederick William IV refused to accept and relied upon
the forces of reaction to halt abruptly the progress of
the revolution.

Although the Revolution had forced a written constituion
of sorts upon Germany, without the support of either Prussia
or Austria and at the mercy of the armies of the two powers,
it ended in dismal defeat. The movement for unification
was egually ended, for the moment, when Frederick William,
who had hoped to establish a united Germany on his own
terms, submitted to Austria at Olmitz in the face of a
strong Austrian armye.

Yet actual unification was not far off. In the course
of the next two decades, Prince Otto von Bismarck rose to
prominence in Prussian politics and became Minister-President
of Prussia. This shrewd Prussian Junker intrigued with and
manipulated foreign powers to suit his pur,oses, bewitched
and tricked &and ian roughshod over the liberals, scrapped
the old Bund, helped create an efficient and modern Prussian
army, and succeeded in unifying Germany under Prussian
domination and Austrian exclusion. The final goal of
Bismarck, the unification of Germany under Prussian
leadership, was accomplished by a series of three contrived

wars,; the Danish War of 1864, the Austrian War of 1866, and
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the Franco-German War of 1870. For the next two decsades,
he dominated German and European politics. Germany was a
power to be reckoned with, and it was a new Germany, based
upon the Prussian system of a strong, paternasl, autocratic
government supported by an invincible military arm and
using a sham constitution as & sop to recognized nineteenth
century liberalism.

On the other hand, Americs emerged from the conclusion
of her secoud struggle with Great Britain in 181% on the
crest of a greet wave of hope. The purchase of Louisiana
under the Jefferson edministration had opened up immense
new lanas foi settlement, and the beginnings of the
industrial revolution promicsed economic, as well as
geogrephiceal, expansion. For a good many years, aAmericans
were too busy with this growth and with the new ideas that
cropped up in American society to pay too much attention
to developments in cential Europe. It was not until the
middle ye&ars of the century that the majority of American
travelers in Europe beceme interested in something more
than a trip down the Rhine in Germany on a European tour.
By that time, the ideas of American scholars who had gone
to Germany had begun to seep into the Americsn mind, the
new west had begun to fill up with nineteenth century
Germans, &nd improved tiavel facilities made a trip to

Germany more feasible. Until then, the standaird European
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tour included England (and perhaps Scotland and Ireland),
France, Italy, Switzerland, and the Low Countries.”

The purpose of this thesis is to trace the attitudes
of Americen tiravelers in Germany from 1515 to 1890. This
involves an investigation of the political ideas of American
travelers in Germeny, but it alsc entails an analysis of
the Americen traveler's ideas of the whole fabric of German
culture, 1including the nature of the people, the social life
and cﬁstoms, and the intellectual and religious life. The
chapters are, therefore, organized on this basis with
discussion of the Americaen traveler's ideas sbout German
social and culturel life forming two separate chapters &nd
discussion of the imerican traveler's ideas sbout German
politicel and economic life forming two other chapters.

Furthermore, since this thesis 1s concerned with
Americen intellectual history, an attempt has been made to
determine how the attitudes of the Americean treveler in
Germany illustrated or reflected the development in American
thought over the course of the century. This involves
analyzing the Americen tiaveler's attitudes to determine
their relationship to the whole fabric of aAmerican thought.
It involves examining what the American traveler felt sbout
himself as & traveler and about the significance of his own

nation in the destiny of western civilization. The ideas
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discussed here were determined by the material in the tiavel
narratives themselves when the traveler indiceted how he
felt gbout his own natiou and his own culture viewed in
contrast with Germen culture.

It is this writer's contention that the politicel
experience of the American traveler in Germany over the
course of the century contributed to the growing suspicion
of the 4Americen intellectual thet the future was not nearly
so rosy and the world was not nearly so simple and susceptible
to improvement as the early nineteenth century American had
supposed. A good many of the notions that early nineteenth
century Americasns held as the surest and straightest roads
to the realization of the American dream for all nations
appeared at the end of the century to be only cul-de-sacs,
leading right back to tyranny, injustice, oppression, &nd
inhumanity to man. The early nineteenth century enthusiasm
for a future German natilon, resting upon the democratic
system, universal educeation, and material progress, turned
out to be one of those cul-de-sacs. Like so many other
visions of the early nineteenth century, it became, in
reglity, a bitter disappointment, one with which a wiser
and more mature American nation would have to deal.

On the other hend, it was equally apparent in the
seccnd helf of the nineteenth century, in spite of the

disappointment Americans experienced in the ultimete
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unification of Germany, that the picture was no more all
black then it had been all white at the beginning of the
century. Certain aspects of Germen life appeesled to the
travelers with such a force and intensity that they sharply
pointed up an unsuspected drabness and shallowness in
American life. If some Americans were disillusioned in the
new Germany, they were also disappointed in the concrete
realization of Ameiricen culture in the post-Civil VWar years
in the United States. According to one writer on the subject,
Europe acted as one pole of culture while the frontier
operated as the other---catching Americans in a two-wagy

1 Most of the treavelers in Germany experienced the

pull.
attraction of that culture, and their reflections upon it
seem related in motive and spirit to the social criticism
of the late nineteenth century American thought.

No investigation so interpretive and inferentiai in
nature should be attempted without some comment about the

hazards involved in arriving at any accurate and indisputable

1 Ferner Nuhn, The W/ind Plew from the East. A Stud
in the Orientestion of American Culture (New York, 1942),
P 18. Nuhn classifies Europe as part of the pull of the
"east" upon American culture as op,0sed toc the west and
the frontier. It includes, of course, the settled east
as opposed to the unsettled west, or even the easternpart
of the state as opposed to the western part. He says,
"West for work and money, back East for ease and grace.
west for profeanity, East for piety. West for action, East
for status. West for function, East for ornament. West
for democratic color, East for aristocratic form." p. l4.
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Judgments. This writer is well aware of those hazards.
In the first place, the travelers were human before they
were American. They were different from one another---
in age, disposition, health, occupation, and soclal position.
Even if all these things had been eguel, the travelers still
would probably not have felt exactly the same way about the
same thing. A particularly harsh statement might have been
as much the result of immedliate circumstances---a sleepless
night on a cramped, narrow, German bed, a iad cup of coffee
for breakfast, a rainy dasy--as the result of a considered
opinion based upon observation and reflection. The travelers
frequently recorded their impressions in letters and Jjournals,
wnich reflect the spirit of the moment, and, for this reason,
generalization about their feelings, in any permanent or
comprehensive sense, must take cognizance of the ever-
present exception. The attitudes of the travelers do not
submit easily to a hard and fast classificaestion, and although
this thesis attempts to seek out the overall pattern,
contrasting opinions, when they have occurred,have been
noted.

Secondly, this study investigates an attitude, rather
than an opinion. The trevelers did not always state an
opinion in so many words. They did not often debate or
argue a point. On the contrary, their feelings toward a

particular situation or state of affairs were usually
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enveloped in descriptions of the scenery, the buildings, or
historic points of interest. They were as inconsistent as
they were genuine and natural, and as unreasoned as they
were serious in intent and purpose. GConclusions based upon
en analysis of tne travel narratives are necessarily subject
to the error of exaggerating tie implications of the narratives
into full-blown convictions.

And, finally, the American traveler who wrote about
hic experiences did not necessarily spea< for all American
travelers or for all Americans back home. He was usually
more litereste than many of his countrymen, and his position
in the American world was usually higher, intellectually,
socially, professionelly, or financially. A chart is
furnished in the Appendix to indicate as far as possible
the background of the travelers whose works have been used
in this investigation.l Although business men are represented,
the travelers who wrote narratives tended to be from the
prof'essional classes: law, education, the ministry. A good
many writers and Journalists as well as politicians and
Americans traveling in a diplomatic capacity have been
included. The majority of the writers weie from New England
and the Middle Atlantic states, especially in the first half

of the century, but the list does include some from the

1 See Appendix.
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South and West as well. A fairly large proportion of the
narratives were by women.

In spite of these complications of the problem, this
writer believes that valid conclusions and generalizations
can be made from the material, which contribute significantly
to an understanding of the American attitude toward Germany
and to nineteenth century thought as a whole. aAlthough the
narratives do reflect the spirit of the moment, many of them
were revised for publication in book form witn the express
purpose of winnowing out sucin weaknesses. Furthermore, an
"ettitude," for all its inconsistent, unstable, unreasoned,
and elusive qualities, operates as a very real force in
life. Locked into an inflexible position, it becomes a
prejudice; slipping into mere vagueness, it becomes con-
fusion. It does not simply "arise" nor is it isolated from
other ideas. The American attitude toward Germany has a
long history, founded on ascertainable historical facts,
part of wnich were the experiences of the American travelers
in Germany. Furthermore, this attitude 1is intimately
connected with the American's attitude toward himself and
the world.

Finally, although the bibliography utilized in this
study 1is selective, both from the standpoint of the travelers
who wrote and frcom the standpoint of the materials available

to the writer, it is exhaustive as far as the resources
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have allowed.l One cannot read nearly two hundred American
travel experiences in Germany without drawing some distinct
concliasioans regarding those experiences. The writers taken
as a whole must te assumed to represent Americans in Europe
fairly, at least as far as the writers of any limited area
of time or space may be sald to represent that area. The
use of other trevel narratives, this writer feels, might
duplicate the examples, might call for revision of minor
points, but they would not substantially alter the overall
pilcture of americcn travelers in Germany in the nineteenth
century.

Because this investigation is aimed primarily at
examining Americean attitudes in Germany, it is necessary,
first of &all, to find out what the traveler felt about
himself, his country, and Germany, to discover his reasons
for goinz to Europe or Germany and his sensitivity to his
own nationality. For the most part, the travelers speak
for themselves, in tne'“prefaces" tc their books or in their
"hints to travelers" which made the trip to Europe such an
accepted phenomenon in nineteenth century hmerican civili-
zation. The fiist chapter is devoted, therefo.se, to a
discussion of the American traveler and the area of his

travels with which this study 1is concerned. The third

1 See Bibliographical Note, p. 23%.
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and fourth chapters cover the American attitude toward the
social 1life ana the culture of Germany. The next two
chapteirs analyze American reaction to German political life
and, finally, a chapter is devoted to a discussion of some

representative American travelers.



CHAPTER II
TAE siERICan ToaaVILER

The year 131% was a portentous one in the aistory of
the western world. For Europe, it meant a desperate
attempt by the ruling nhouses of Europe to return to a
stacrle, ftamiliar past in the peace settlement of the
Congress of Vienna. It signaled the conclusion of two
and & half decades of chaos with a momentary termination
of' both the glory and bloodshed of war and revolution.

For England, it opened the threshold of & century of
ascendancy; for France, it closed, but did not ber, the

door on experiments in social and political organization.

For Germany, it marked the Ueginning of a nation frustrating-
ly cont'ederatec; for the United States, it represented the
successful conclusion of a twenty-five vear infancy of the
new Republic.

Yet the mooas of the New and 0Uld .iorlds were entirely
aifferent in 1815. Reaction set in at the Congress of
Vienna. It restored the Bourbons in Firance, hamstrung tne
Frankf'ort Diet of the German Bund, recognized austrian
domination of Itely, and created the Quadruple Alliance to
halt thzs progress of Freach Revolutionary thought. On the

other hand, Americea was afflicted with no such reaction.
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To the successful completion of her struggle for independence
from Great Britain, thirty years' history had added a
vigorous growth and a marked taste for that new wine of the
French Revolutlion, nationalism. While Europe attempted to
restore an old continent, America looked fosrsward with
enthusiasm to the development of a new one.

The American traveler was conscious of nis own naticn-
ality in nis travel narrative and of the prestige of that
nationality in Europe. He carefully recorded &ll European
reaction to America and Americans. Because nationalism
conquered not only the United States but the entire western
world, American self-consciousness persisted in American
travelers in Europe until the end of the century. Even
thougn the traveler's idea of himself and his nation evolved
in expression in the course of the century, he did not forget
that he was an Americaun and, therefore, different from the
German or the Frenchman or the Englishman. He was convinced
of the unique position of the United States in western
civilization.

Yet, herein lies a paradox. Such a chauvinistic nation
might have been content to stay at home to bask in the
superiority of its advantages. This was not the case, for
the travelers, as they themselves admitted, went to Europe
in ever-increasing numbers. In the early part of the

century, Americans in Germany were primarily scholars
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stuaying at the universities, but even &s early as 1840,
descriptive tiravel narratives of LEurope were beginning to
ve a arug on the market. uaorace Lreeley told tane young
Baywerd Taylor who was about to depast for Europe: "1 am
sick o descriptive letters, and will have no wmore oI tUri€ll.
cut I sanoula like some s«£etcnes of German lif'e and society,
after you have been there and Kuow sometning about it."l

By the second halt of the century, the travelers
reported that Americazns werc & commonplace in Europe and
Jermany. One writer called Americens a "locomotive people---
t'ar more traveled than Europeans whose mobtility was limited
to the scaolars and aristocracy.2 another pointed out:
"Tireveling seems to be the rule of lit'e,-~--for americans
ecpecially,--~-and staying home the exceptim;."5 Still
anotner commented similarly: "A friend of mine declares
ne will not go, it is so vulgar. The distinction, he says,
is now in staying at home."4 In 1867, George Eancroft
reported that tnere were more amer’iccn stuaents et iLerlin

then students from lItaly, Switzeilana, Sweaen, Denmark,

1 Bayard Taylor, "A Familiar Letter to the Reader,®
Views a-Foot (New York, 185%), p. 2Z.

= Nicolas Lurray [ Kirwan, pseud.] , len and Things as
L1 Saw Them in Purope (New York, 1853%), pp. 2l1-212.

S Margaret J. Sweat, dighwaye of Trevel or & Summer
in Eusrope (boston, 182£9), p. 1l.

4 Lrastus C. bBenedict, "Prerace," A Run througn Europe
(hew York, 1360), p. 1lé6.
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Frence, Great DBritain, Ireland, Spain, and Portugal
combined--not only students, but "professors from Ann Arbor
and elsewhere" and ministers of the Gospel.l Another writer
made an estimate in 1885 “There are some hundredsof
Americans now in Berlin,-~-Jjust how many I cannot say; but
250 sat down at Thanksgiving dinner yesterday."z
For all1 their nationalism, Americans felt a magnetic
pull from Buropean culture and, &s a distinet part of that
pull, from German culture. They were consciously American
but they were also interested in Europe. DPBefore attempting
to resolve this sppareunt paradox and to aetermine what
Apericen trevelers telt sbout their own nation and sbout
Germany, it is necessary to examine what they felt egbout
themselves as travelers, what reasons they gave for going
to Europe, what they hoped to gain (or lose) by the trip,

and whether they felt traveling produced satisfactory

resultse.

The Traveler's Image of Himself as a Traveler

There is a peculiarly earnest diffidznce in the

"prefaces" and introductions" to the travel narratives.

1 M. A. Dewolfe Howe, ed., The Life and Letters of
George Bancroft (New York, 1908), II, 191.

@ William Leonard Gaze, A Leisurely Journey (Boston,
léu()), Po 960
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Not only did most of the writers seem to feel obliged to
go, but, with American utilitarianism, they felt, sapperently,
obliged to justifly the endeavor on high cultursl, intel-
lectual, or educational grounds.l Not one of the writers,
by his own admission, ever went for a good time, pure and
simple. He went for any number of reasons which fall
loosely within two classifications: a greater enrichment
of' his own culture by living in the presence of great
paintings, operas, concerts, libraries, and coming in
contact, if possible, witn great literary and philosophic
minds; or, enrichment of society by a more widely extended

knowledge of men, manners, socleties, and nationalities.

1 This seems particulerly true of some of the american
travelers in Germany. A large proportion of the travelers
went to study "peasant life" or "home life" or "“eaucation“
or "politics." Although the evidence is as yet insufficient
to support the point, this writer believes that the high-
minded purpose of the traveler in Germany was more pronounced
than that of the traveler in Englend, France, or Italy.
Compare, for instance, some of the titles of Frencn, Englisn,
and Italian narratives with those by travelers in Germany:
Old wvine in New Bottles, Iricolored Sketches of Paris,
Parisian Sichts and Frencn Princioles, About Paris, A Walk
from London to Land's End and Back, Old England: its Scenery,
Art and People, Certain Delightful Epglish Towns c¢f. tome
Lif'e in Germany, FPeasant Life in Germany, Life Among the
Germans, Germany Seen without Spectacles. It seems that
the American took travel in LEngland, France and Italy much
more for granted than travel in Germany, and the German
narrative is permeated with tnis earnestness.
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Cne of the most eloquent spokesmen for the first group
was Henry Wwadsworth Longfellow. He said he regarded Europe
as a "kind of doly Land" and "when its shores first rose
upon my signt, looming through the hazy atmosphere of the
sea, my heart swelled with the deep emotions of the pilgrim,
when he sees afar the spire whicn rises above the shrine of
his devot.ion."l Bayard Taylor, an almost professional
traveler, expressed a similar sentiment when he wrote, "I
cannot disconnect my early longings for a knowledge of the
Ola World from a still earllier passion for Art and Litera-
ture."z Many Americans shared this longing for an actual
experience with cultural masterpieces and, as one writer
noted, a "goodly number" of americans livea in Dresden for
"educational purposes in art, literature, ana music."3
In fact, one young woman cautioned her countrymen against
disillusionment: "Unless people have an enthusiasm for
art I don't sce the least use in their coming abroad. If
they cannot appreciate the culture of Europe, they are muci

better off in America."4

1 Henry Wadswortn Longfellow, Outre-Mer and Driftwood,
The works of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (Riverside Edition,
Boston, 188£), VII, 1&-19.

2 Taylor, Views A-Foot, pp. 8-9.

= Maturin Murray Ballou, Foot-Prints of Travel or
Journeyings in Many Lands (Boston, 1896), p. 221.

_4 Lrs. Fgy Pierce, ed., lMusic_Study in Germany from
the iiome Correspoandence of amy Fay (New York, 1900), p. 159.
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The seekers of culture were prominent among American
travelers throughout the century,l but for some of the
travelers tne goal was something deeper and more intangible
than mere aesthetic enrichment. They sought a sense of
alignment with the past that the newness of American society
failed to provide. It was, pernaps, that rootlessness,
that mobility, that ephemeralness, which a dynamic nation
and culture produced whicih drove some travelers forth to
sense, momentarily, that heritage of history. This sense
of the past occurred to most of the travelers when they
witnessed a particularly historic sight like the old castles
on the Rhine or the Cathedral of Cologne, but for some it
constituted a reason for making the trip. One writer said
he was glad Americans were "...visiting for themselves the
classic spots which have for so many ages inspired the soul
of the poet, and gLuilded the pencil of the painter."2
Another wrote, "I have always held a doctrine that to give
an american balance, he should have a trip through the

mother-world....The transatlantic world is to us the mother

1 Sometimes the "culture-seeking" Americeans embarrassed
their fellow-countrymen. One writer tells the story of the
Americen who offered to purchase a particular picture in
Europe provided the artist painted a bottle of his patent
medicine on & mantel in the background. Curtis Guild, Over

the Ocean or t£ights and Scenes in Foreign Lands (Boston,
187C), pp. 324-525.

S Randall MacGavock, "Preface,” A Tennessean Abroad;
or Letters from Europe, Africa, snd Asig (New York, 18545.
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world in every pnase of human life---of art and thoughte--
except as to our peculiar American freedom....'l

Aside from the "cultural" motivation, the other signifi-
cant reason stated by tne travelers for going to Europe was
to gain an increased understanding of men and affairs
througn observation of different cultures. These travelers
did not want to observe the great cultural treasures of the
western world as much as they wished to Know the people.

In fact, a number of books were written for the express
surpose of enligntening the reader on the writexr's
discoveries concerning the social life of the people.
"There is nothing we so much wish to know as the daily life

3 wrote one traveler. snother

and habits of & people...,"”
stated that ne intended to avoid the usual guide books and
objects of interest to tourists in order to study and observe
the midale class. "These [the middle classes) ---the men

of business, the farmers, the merchants, the lawyers and

1 William llemstreet, The Economical Furopesn Tourist:
A Journalist's Three Months aAbroad for $430 including
Ireland, Scot;andz England, France, Switzerland, Italy,
tria

Aus . _Prussia (New York, 18738), p. 1l

£ For example: Charles Loring Brace, Home Life in
Germany (New York, 1856); Anna C. Johnson, Peasant Life
in Germany (New York, 1858); Emma Louise Parry, Life among
the Germans (Flint, Ilichigan, 1887); et al.

3 Jonnson, Peasant Life, p. 25.
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scholars---are thne influential portion of a People, wnho
stamp especially its social chéracter,“ ne wrote.l

Many a writer eschewed the guide books and the standard
means and routes of travel. (The walking tour beceme very
popular during the century.) One traveler wrote, "The first
class tourist may see the beauties of & country's landscape
and scenery from a window of a palace-car, but his vision
goes no further---does not penetrate below the surface. To
know a country one must fraternize with its people, must
live witn them, sympathize with them, win their confidence."z
Bayard Taylor concurred in this statement when he said that
one could not feel the "pulse of foreign life® by living
in a great notel but only by living in a simple home.3
Another hoped that Americen travelers in Burope, by an
increased consciousness of the life of the ordinary people,
"would become travelers and not mere tourists."4

Most American travelers who studied the social and

political life of a nation did so not simply for the

1 Brace, "Preface," Hdome Life in Germ » pP. iv.

2 Lee lieriwether, "Preface," A Tremp Trip; How to See
Europe on Fifty Cents a Dey (New York, 1887).

3 Bayard Taylor, At Home and Abroad, a Sketchbook of
Life, Scenery, and Men, Second Series (New York, 1864), p. 204.

_ 4 Hezekiah Hartley wright, "Preface," Desultory
deminiscences of a Tour through Geruany, Switzerlana, and
France (Boston, 183&8), p. X.
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intrinsic merit of such an enterprise but because they felt
it contributed significantly to better social relationsinips
on both the domestic and internationsal level. Even as
early as 1845, one traveler remarked that Americen relaticns
with Europe were increasing constantly eand demanded of
American citizens a 1eal knowledge and understanding of
other peoples and nations.l Another felt that knowledge
of other people made current history real by translating
it into personal experience.z Another described the benefit
as an increase in American humility: '"Nothing, perhaps,
within the range of moderate expenditure, can confer so
ricn a funa of knowledge to the intelligent observer as the
conclusions deduced from personal and faithful study of the
governments, manners, customs ana institutions visited. An
American needs to leezrn that his countrymen do not monopolize
all the intelligence and enterprise of the world...."5

Some travelers limited the scope of their observations

of the sociel structure. A treaveler like Horace Mann was

1 Jonn Litchell, *Freface," Notes from over the Sea:
Consistinz oi Observations Made in Zurope in the Years
1843 and 1844 (New York, 1845), I, ix.

£ Orlando william Wight, "Preface," Peogles and Countries

Visited in a Windiang Journey around the Vor ew York,
1888), p. V.

4 S Francis Charles Sessioas, "Introduction,” On the
Wing through Europe (New York, 1881).
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primarily interested in the schools and in studying the
educsational systems of EurOpe.l One like James E. Scripps
limited his .nvestigetion to things he thought would be of
interest "...to western people of ordinery infoirmation---
to the intelligent farmers and mechenics of kiichigan and
neighboring states...."2

However, it would be a seriocus mistake to leave the

inpression thet &ll americsn travelers journeyed fosth
with a clear-cut purjpose of noble proportions. The majority,
it is true, were rathner depressingly esrnest of heart and
spirit, at least from the point of view of the reaaer. Dut
a f'ew wrote introductions to their narrstives that must have
struck the majority of travelers li-e & dash of cold water.
One particulsarly attractive writer maintained in forthright
fashion:

I do not meke any pretensions toc the character of a

serious traveler whose business 1is to enlighten the

worlc. It is my misfortune to possess an innate

repugnence to hard labor of all kinds; and &as for

valuable facts and useful information, my proclivities

in that line were thoroughly eradicated by long

experience in the government service, wheie toth

facts and information, as I very soon discovered,

were regarded as irrelevant and impertinent in
official correspondence.v

1l Horace Menn, Report of an Educaticnal Tour in Germany,
and Parts of Greet Eritein and lrelend, Being part of the
Seventh Annusl Report of idorgce Mann, Esg. (London, 1846), p. 2.

“~ James E. Scripps, "Preface," Five Months Abroad
(Detroit, 1832), p. vie.

S J. Ross Erowne, "Introduction," An ameirican Family
in Germeny (liew York, 1366), p. xiii.
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Julian iawthorne was equally skeptical concerning the
proposed aims of the travelers. "“The true end of travel
is, " he wrote, "“to reconcile us to our homes. We study
f'oreign countries and customs, not for their intrinsic
sake, but in order to compare them disadvantageously with
our own...."1

In anyv ce&se, the travelers returuned home, by and large,
happily "reconciled" to their nomeland. Overwhelmingly
they agreed that America was, after all, the best place
to live. They f'elt that the greater materizl comforts,
wider opportunity and freer movement and expressicn which
America provided for its citizens more than compensated
for the glaring newness of american cities, tne rough life
on the frontier, and the lack of gracious refinement and
cultiveted mannei's in much americen society. Such a
conclusion is hsardly astonishing. The immigrants pouring
into American ports from EBurope acted 1., accordeance with
the verdict of Americen travelers. At least the ordinary
man seemed to cast an overwhelming vote of confidence for
life in the United States in the nineteentn centurye.

liost writers took pains to express their sentiments

upon their return to America. David Ross Locke

1 Julian rnawthorne, Saxon Studies (Boston, 1876),
ppo lo-llo
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(Petroleum V. Nasby) summed up the balence sheet
incisively:

An Americen has no ide& now good smerica is, till
he sees Lurope. iie does not know how good a government
he has, till he lives fo. a time under others. It
requires a glimpse of...King-ridden Frussia, to msake
him properly appreciate & Republic. We have no palsaces,
but we have no soldiers. e have no Cathedrals, but
we have no paupers. we have no ruins, and shall never
have, for under our systew, the ephemeral structures
of today will bte replaced tomorrow with what will be
eternal. Every americen should go wbroad once at

least, that he may, with sufficient fervor, thank the
fates that cast his lines in pleassnt places.l

Another writer meintained that before her trip she was
prejudiced, if at all, in_ favor of Germany, expecting to
find elegance ena refinement in the people. But her
expectations were not realized.2 Another one asamitted

that the treveler was more appreciative of the freedom from
tyrenny and oppression in the United States when he viewed
it from the Zusyopean shore than when he was enfolded within
the tosom of his native land.3 S5till another stated firmly
in defense of the basic criticism of Ameiican society, "if
any .mericen be alarmed at the noisiness and boisterousness

of his own country, which must, of necessity, slvays show

1 pavid Ross Locke [ Petroleum V. Nasby, pseud.] ,
Nasby in Exile (Toledo, 1882), p. 672.

2 Johnson, Peassnt Lit'e, p. 25.

5 3. s. Cox, A buckeye Abroad; or, Wanderings in
Europe, and in the Orient (Vew York, 1852 ), pp. 442-443.
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the worst side to the world, Just let him rub off a little
in Burope; and he will find no cause for dissatisfaction
witin Republicanism."l One writer summed up what he felt
to be the basis for amesricazn superiority after returning
from a trip to Europe. hHe said Americans were Jjustified
in the conceit whic.i boasted of a "superior condition in
the three cardinal points of a nation's glory---tihe genersal
diffusion of the comforts and conveniences of life, the
diffusion of education among the people, and the universal
enjoyment of civil and religious liberty."z

In spite ot this overwhelming "majority vote" in
favor of the United States, not all the travelers were
convianced that travel accomplished the ordained purposes
set for it. Merk Twain took a scomewhat skeptical view
of the actual value of travel when he wrote, "...JlI perceive
that each of us, by observing and noting and ingquiring,
diligently and day-by-day, hed managed to leay in a most
varied and opulent stock of misinformation."® Another

traveler remerked that travel in Europe did not necessarily

1 W. w. wright, "Prefece,* Dord), by & Stroller in
Eurore (New York, 18%56), p. iv.

2 William Furniss, "Preface," The 0l1d world; or
Scenes and Cities in Foreign Lands (New York, 1850),
pp. iii-4iv.

5 samuel Langhorne Clemens [Mark Twain, pseudy ,
A Tiamp abroad (bew York, 1921), I, 164-16:%.
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meke the American & happier man, but it did make him wiser
by sloughing off national prejudices and individual vanity.l
Josepn Green Cogswell admitted that Europe had taught him
to admire a leisurely enjoyment of life tnat he did not
heve in the United States. He said ne had developed a taste
for sitting gquietly in & garden enjoying & new sympathy

with nature.2

Henry James, of course, was the classic nineteenth
century case of an American who was not easily persuaded
to trade the cultural tradition of Europe, & sense or the
past, and the stebility of &n ordered pattern of society
t'or the obvious advantages of a freer, more sective, and
more demandaing Americen lif'e. when still comparatively
young, he felt more at home in Englana than in the United
States, and he settled there permenently in 1875, finally
adopting it as his native land in 1915. It was not as
simple for him as this action indicates, for his Jamesian
insight was mucihh too penetreting to let the matter rest
quietly. ne channeled his internstionsl dilemma into a
series of Yinternational" novels, &nd he wrote searchingly

of the peculiar position of the fmericzn in BEurope. Although

1 4. H. wriegnt, Desultory Reminiscences, p. 342.

< Annsa Eliot Ticknor, ed., The Life of Joseph Green
Cogswell as Sketched in His Lettegg,f?rivately printed,
Cambridge, 1874), p. 99.
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European life suited his taste and temperament, his reason
plagued him with self-doubt end self-distrust for the
decision to remain abroad. He saw the ismerican as a product
of modern civilization, successtul and in harmony with it
by every criterion of it. Yet the american appeared to be
rootless. Hde lacked the serenity and sense of belonging
that & traditionsl civilizetion proauced. In one of his
travel essays, he decscribed this rootless and ill-gt-ease
wenderer of Europe and his curiosity in regard to peoples
of other nationalities:
The observations of thne *cultivcted american"
bear chiefly, I think, upon the great topic of national
idiosyncrasies. He is &apt to have a keener sense of
them than Europeans; it matters more to his imagination
that his neighbor is English, ¥French, or German...He
often seems to me to be & creature wandering zloof,
but half-naturslized hiwself. .iis neighbors are out-
lined, defined, imprisoned, if you will, by theilr
respective national moulds, pleasing or otherwise;
but his own type has not hardened yet into the old-
world bronze. Superficially, no peogle carry more
cigns and tokens of what they are than /mericans....
The signs, however, are all of the negative kind,
end seem to assure you, first of 11, that the
indiviauel belongs to a country in which the socifl
atmosphere, lixe the meterial, is extremely thin.

The foregoing brief survey of the Americen traveler's
view of himself as a tiraveler indicetes & number of things
about himr fundsmentel to an understanding of his eXpesience
in Europe. For one thing, the standard traveler from

Americz, a mythicel creature, of course, departed for EBEurope

» 1 Hdenry Jeames, Transatlantic Skeiches (Boston, 1900),
Pe 552,
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with a definite purpose in mind.l de was, on the whole,
satisfied with americcn civilization, but a vague suspicion
nibbled at his mind tnat perhaps his own nation lacked
some ornamental, if not functional, tnread in the fabric
of its culture which somehow made life richer, more signifi-
cant, more satisfying. He returned home convinced that
tne advantages of life in America adequately compensated
for this lack. This was the standard pattern for the
standard treveler, the story that is repeated over and
over agaliln in the travel nacratives.

Occasionally, however, the chilly lizht of skepticiem
was focused not only upon the American scene but upon the
traveler himself--nis purposes, uls coacLusio.is, and the
value oI travel itself’. Yet, the dates of publication of
the more critical writers reveal a significsasnt fact.

denry James and Mark Twain flourished in the post-Civil

war period. The latter's work The Innocents Abroad poked
a good deal of fun at the American mania for a trip to
Burope and the standard travel narrative. J. Ross Browne

wrote in the sixties and Julian itgwthorne in the seventiecs.

1 Usually, the traveler modestly assured the reader
that ne did not begin the trip with the intention of
writing a book. Publication of the book was in most cases,
according to the writers, at the insistence of friends or
newspaper leaders wno nad enjoyed his letters or nis
Journals and felt otners might profit from reading them.



38
Un the other hand, the writers who enthusiastically
embraced the doctrine of the educztional value of travel
did their traveling &nd writing in the pre-Civil war
period. ©Such writers as Horace ilann, Bayard Taylor,
Wwilliam Furniss, Anna Johnson, John witchell and otaers
beloug to the period befoie 1860. It would seem safe to
conciude that traveling, like other phases of awmerican
life, ceme in for its share of criticism in the growing
skepticism of the late nineteentn century. This shift
of attitude becomes even more evident in the chansing

feeling toward samericazn civilization.

The Americen Traveler's Consciousness of America

The American traveler in Europe in the nineteenth
century exnibited his consciousness of nis nationality
ana its significaence in the minds of Europeans. In the
early part of the century, he received a flattering
adulation from a war-weary European continent. The
friendly interest in america that bloomed in Europe after
1815 was gratifying to the American who pointed with pride
to the concrete embediment of principles into an actual
and forceful Constitution of 1789. It was greatifyiang to
Americen travelers because they were prepared to spread

the news of the success of the new nation like true apostles.
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They agreed witn Europeans who found life in America good.
They were self-conscious, to be sure, because the experi-
ment in a republican foim of government was new, but they
were not yet defensive. French Revolutionary liberalism,
as we.l as tne new ~omanticism, still colored early nineteenth
century thougnt. If that libersalism had failed to achieve
success in Firance, it nad not failed in America.
The early travelers to Germany from America exhibited
a noticeable consciousness of tne enthusiasm and intercst
which was felt in Zurope toward America. As early as 1797,
in rfact, John Quincy adams related a conversation he had
witn Prince Henry of Prussia on a mission to that state.
He wrote:
djis conversation discovered more knowledge of
Americe, and a mind more turned to speculation, than
any of the other Princes whom I have seen. He said
that America was & rising, wnile Europe was a declining
part of the world, and that in the course of two or
three centuries the seat of the arts and sciences and
empire would be with us, and Europe would lose them
all....But he asked whether we should have a center
of union sufficiently strong to keep us together, and
to stand the trials of the inconveniences incident to 1
republicean, and especially to federative, governments.
By 1815 the doubts of the abi. ity of the United States to
remain united nhad been dispelled tc some extent, and

Washington Irving reported a remarkably similar statement

1 Je Q. Adams, Memoirs, I, 210.
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in 1823 from Prince John of Saxony. The latter said "aAmerica

was in its increase and Europe in its dec].ine."l Another
writer, ten years later, commented on the interest in
smerice shown by the Prussian nobility.2 Still another
wrote from Germany: " 'The Future is with you.'-=---:iiow
often nave I heard it in Germany...."3

Other writers reiterated the friendly interest in the
new nation of' the western hemisphere, particularly among
the scholars snd aristocracy, throushout the early years
of the century. Josepn Cogswell reported a conversation
he had witn Goethe in 1816 in wnhich the great German
writer "...turned the conversation to America, and spoke
of its hopes zand promises, in a manner that showed it had
been the subject of his inguiries, and made Juster and more
rational observations, upon its literary pretensions and
cnaracter, than 1 ever head from any man in Europe."4

Cogswell also remarked that the Grand Duke of Weimar

"Supposed we were free from moral and political corruption...

1 Pierre k. Irving, ed., The Life and Letters of
Washington Irving (New York, 1864), I, 1l44.

2 Henry Hiestand, Iravels in Germany, Prussia and
Switzerland (vew York, 1837), pp. 100-10l.

S Brace, Home Life, p. 422.
4 Cogswell, Life, p. 57.
° Ibid., p. 1O7.

S
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George Bancroft similarly noted that Professor Eickhorn of
Gbttingen in 1813 said that America “"was now making gigauatic

strides in improvement...."l

The interest manifested by German lesaders in American
government seems to have been coupled with the principles
of eighteentn century liberalism still forceful in European
thought. America was associated witn that liberalism and
was, therefore, the object of admiration of the liberals.
That this was sometimes surprising to Americans, wnhose
liberal ideas were rooted as much in actusal political
experience as 1in theoretical principles, was evidenced by
George Cglvert's astonishment at the enthusiasm accorded
Tom Paine at Gottingen. He remarked that in 1824, "I, who
had never heard or seen the name of Thomas Paine uncoupled
with derision and scorn, looked up with sudden surprise
into the excited countenance of the professor, as he

pronounced Common Sense the most important pamphlet in

history.”z The liberals' aamiration of the American nation
continued through the 1848 revolutions, and smerica became
the great point of reference tror the practice of democratic
principles. Charles Loring Brace stated in 1851: "People

have become so well informed on these matters [American

1 Bancroft, Lettess, I, 43.

©

George Henry Cslvert, First Years in Europe (Boston,
1366), p. 10C.
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republicanisq] » tihat here in Germany for instance, no
discussion is ever carriea on ia tne Parliaments, or
througin Pamphlets, on any great change in zfovernment,
witnout &t once the example of the United States being
adduceu."l

The European enthusiasm for America was expressed in
another way that the American travelers recognized and
commented upon. This was the emigration to America, and
it was an expression of enthusiasm of the lower classes.
A young American woman commented: "I have been mauch amased
with the sudden mania for emigrating witn which every one
seems bitten; the tailor, the baker, down even to the little
boy in the hotel, wisih tc swell our saite; apparently
thinking us a very great people at home."z Another
mentioned that the "vast resources of our Wwestern country"
seemed to fascinate the Germans.3 Henry Philip Tappan
mentioned visiting a public beer garden called "Texas®’at

Ehrenbrietstein. ide wrote, '"Frequent conversations with

1 Brace, Home Lijife, pp. 355-3566.

£ Martha Babcock amory, The sedding Journey of Charles
and Martha Babcock Amory, Letters of mrs Amory to Her

Mother, krs. Gardner Greene 1833-34 (frivately printed,
Boston, 1922 II, 197.

S Sweat, Highways of Travel, p. 160.
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the middling and lower classes in Germany and Switzerland
made it clear to me how strong were their aspirations after
the boundless and glorious west.“l

It was not unususal, in the light of the vast migratory
movement of' the nineteenth century, that smericans who
traveled in Germany found themselves objects of curiosity
and were flattered by the admiration of the common people.
The ante-Tellum travelers commented frequently upon the
frienaly hospitality of the German people. "I find,
indeed," wrote one, "that Germans take great vleasure in
evervthing ccocmmected with Amerdcec sand that they consider
it a f'avored lano."z Anotiner salda thet he had found in
treveling in the primitive parts of Germany that "however
rude their knowledge may te of his country, the simple
name cit an 4merican is a better opener of the heart's
hospitality of the people than even the purse.”3 Another
maintained that at fiirst he was taeken for an Englishman
and treated with some discain. After his nationality was

really establishned, he gained the good will of the Germans.

1 fdenry Fhilip Tappan, A Step from the New world to
the 0ld and Back Again: WVitnh Thoughts on the Good and Evil
of Both (WNew York, 1852), II, 76.

2 Amory, The Wedding Journey, II, 239.

Lo ? James Mason Hoppin, Notes of a Theological Student
(vew York, 1854), p. 86.
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" Americsa," he said, "---the land of freedom, &na thne new
home of so many thousands of their countrvmen---is & theme
of' the liveilest interest of the Germsan people."l

Yet, as the Civil wai drew near in America end the
Revolution of 1848 ended in dismel feailure in Germany, the
honeymoon of the American traveler in Germeny was over.
His nation was no longer regarded with unqualified favor.
Even in 1833, aftel the revolutionaiy outbreasks in Fiance
and Germeny of 1830, John Lothrop lLotley noted a divergence
in ™hught and seutiment toward the United Statec between the
German s&sristocreacy and the German people. He wrote with
mild disgust:

The opinions in Germeny concerning Americs are
singulerly cuntredictory...lIt is as impossible to
persuade...the aristocracy that in the United oStates
anything exists but cemocracy and demogogues as it
is to convince the others, pearticularly those of the
lowest and emigrating class, that they will not find
the streets paved with dollars and their pockets
stuffed with banknotes as soon as they arrive in
New York, that El1 Dorado of their expectations.2

The American controversy over slavery, which recached
fever heat at mid-century, made many americen travelers,

especially those from the North, sensitive to criticism in

1 Henry Pnhnilip Tappan, Step from the New ‘Vorld to
the Old, end Back Again: With Thoughts on the Good and
Evil of Eoth (New York, 18b62), I1I, 16.

2 George William Curtis, ¢d., The Correspondence of
Jonn Lothrop llotley (New York, 1900), I, 42-43.
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Germany. No longer was the americean traveler universally
greeted with enthusiasm and accleim by European liberalse.
Americans met criticism of their politicsal system for its
limited liberties. Lven in 1836, George Ticknor wrote that
"...2l1l the leading papers throughout Germzny, who repeat
these reproaches ageinst us in perfect good faith cause us
to be set down for a good deal of humbug in our pretensions
of freedom."l Criticism was especially forthcoming after

the Europeean publication of Uncle Tom's Cabin.2 Another

traveler wrote in a similear vein in 1851 when he described
an aAustiain army of'ficer who "...was very minute in his
inquiries relative to slavery in america, and could not
undesrstand now we, professing so much sympathy for the
naticns of Europe wio were struggling for their freedom,
should yet holid millions in avsolute subjection in our own
land."3 The only defense that this American could produce
in reply to the criticism was that the existence of slavery

. . 4 .
was more "a case of necessity tinean of option.® Another

1 Anna Eliot Ticknoi, ed., Ihe Ljfe, Letters, snd
Journals of George Ticknor (London, 18765, I, 480.

2 TIpid., I1, 190.

S Henry kaney, Memories of the Water, or Stray Thoughts
on a Long 5troll (Nashville, 1854), pp. 141-14Z2.

4 Ibig.
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writer maintained tihat wnen American slavery was discussed
in Germany, she felt obliged to "blush and nide... [her)
...head."l

Some American travelers believed that Europeans really
had no understanding of the problem. lMotley claimed that
the Germans seemed to feel that slavery could simply be
eradicated by edict. They had no fundamental conception

e Another

of the federal principle of the United States.
writer felt that the Germans showed little comprehension
of it by assuming that the mere fact of its existeuce
piroved & sugport of tne institution on the part of all
Americans.3

As the fifties drew to a close and the Civil #ar seemed
imminent, the travelers felt that the c¢riticism had become
a real antagonism. In 1829, Henry Adams wrote from Germany,
“America is much disliked now in Europe and no one will
believe anytning good of it.”4 Another writer described

Austria as Leing "very touchy" toward Americans.5

1 Johnson, Peasent Life, p. 30.

2 Motley, Correspondence, I, 191l.

S Brace, Home Life, p. £72.

4 w. C. rFord, ed., The Letters of Hdenry Adams
(Boston, 1930-33), I, 39.

S

wWight, Feoples and Countries, p. 64.
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Yet ten years later, when the Jnited States had
successfully witnstood its internal upheaval and cast off
slavery, George Bancroft, the american Minister &t beirlin,
wrote a loug reassuring letter to Elihu B. Washburne. iie
said the victory of the Union in the conflict had re-
established tine faith of European liberals in the basic
vitality and endurance of the Republic. Even the con-
servatives, he felt, were finally convinced that the United
States had entered the world to stay. Politically, Europe
regarded America as once again sound.

The attempt eight years ago to dissolve tie union
encouraged once more those who regerded republicanism
with skepticism. The suppression of the rebellion
went beyond what most of the govarnments of Europe
regarded as possible, and as a result, the confidence
in the immense energv and durability of our insti-
tutions was firmly established, and by the abolitioa
of slavery our republic became more and more endeared
to the best men of Europe. Since I have been on

this continent, I have watched the continual steady
rise of this implicit trust in our ultimate success,
and while in old times anything that appeared to go
in amiss (81 in America was looked upon as ominous
of evil, it has now become the rule to take a bright
view of seemingly unfortunate occurrences in our
career and to take every unfavorable appearance with
confidence in the_ability of our people to surmount
every difficulty.l

At least in regard to its fundamental politiczl freedoms,
American travelers no longer were sensitive to criticism

af'ter the conclusion of the Civil War.

1 Bancroi't, Life and Letters, I1II, Z221-222.
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But slavery was not the only characteristic of American
life that became the focal point of European criticism.
The persistent claim that Americen soclety was vulgar,
barbarous, even savage, wounded the pride of American
travelers in Germany. It had been endurable in the sanguine,
natiocnalistic optimism of the early nineteenth century, when
the nation was small and Americans felt certaln a superior
culture would eventually be developed. DBut after the United
States had proved her strength and established herself as
a significaent nation in the world, such criticism was the
source of much discomt'ort for smericans in Europe. In spite
of the intensity of the slavery issue, it was, after &all,
a temporary object of attack. The criticism that America
had & barbarous ana vulga: civilization was less easily
destroyed in that it rested, according to the travelers,
upon a protound ignorance of actual conditions in America.
It is simply incredible,” wrote a traveler of the eighties,
"what profound ignorance exists about us."l

The nineteenth centurv travelers regarded this
ignorance with quiet amusement, mild irritation, or out-
right scorn. The last sentiment became more pronounced
in the post-Civil War travelers. It was little more than

suprising to John Yuincy Adams in 1797 tnat a German army

1 Parry, Litfe Among tine Germans, p. 1ll.
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officer did not know the existence of the United States.+
The American nation was actually less than a decade old
and an isolated corner of tine world by eighteenth century
standards of transportation and communication. But Lotley
expressed exasperation in the fifties when he maintained
that no one in Europe really wanted to know the truth about
Ammerican couditions.z Another writer of the seventies
said that the erroneous conceptions of the United States
in Germany made even an apathetic citizen fairly "bristle
with pa.triotism."5

Examples of tnis ignorance about America by Europeans
are legion in the travel literature. In the main, the
German misconceptioins of the United States were geographic,
racial, and social. In spite of the German education
system, German knowledge was sadly deficient in regard to
the size and location of the United States. Charles Sumner
stated that ne was asked if the American nation was in the

4

neighbornood of Odessa. Another traveler said that the

1 Je Q. Adems, Memoirs, I, 203%.
2 Motley, Correspondence, II, 189-190.

S Blanche Willis Teuffel, One Year 4Abroad (Boston,
i877), p. 18.

4 E. L. Pierce, ed.)Memoir and Letters of Caarles
Sumner (Boston, 1877-90), II, 124.
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librarian in Strésburg, when told of the Philadelphia
library whicn benjamin Franklin helped found, replied,

1 Another writer said the Germans

"Ah, yes; at Vashingtan.®
believed the terms "north" and "soutin" referred to Northn
Americsa and South America, one being free and the other
being slave.® And in 1867 William James wrote, "The
pleasant spinster from Hamburg...drives me frantic by her
endless teaelking sabout America, in the cousse of which she
continually leaps without any warning from New York to
Rio de Janeiro and then to Velparaiso. She has friends
in es&sch of these localities, ana it is sappairently a fixed
conviction of hers that they take tea together every
eVeningfa

Nor were the Germsasns any clearer about the racial and
linguistic characteristics of the United States. The fact
that both Negroes and Indians did actually exist in the
western hemisphere seemed especielly confusing. Although

allowence must be maae for exaggersation for narrative

eff'ect, many Americans 1ecorded the surprise the Germans

1 John Jay Smith, A Summer's Jaunt Across the Water,

Including Visits to England, Ireland, Scotland, France,

Switzerland, Germeny, Belgium, etc. zPhiladelphia. 1846),

I, 268.
2

J. BR. Prowne, American Family, p. 1%9.
S Henry James, ed., The Letters of William James
(Boston, 1920), I, 89.
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manifested on discovering that Americsns were white and
could spesak English.l One writer even meaintsained thet his

landlady was ameazed to learn thaet Americans did not eat

AV}

humen flesh. James E. Angell relasted a rather amusing
anecdote. He was invited to speak in his "native" tongue
at a dinner given in Germeny. The guests looked so curious
and expectant that he was nonplused as to what to do. Then
he arose and delivered a brief speech in what was known to
schoolboys then as "idog Latin" (now "Pig Latin" ), which

_ . . . . ‘o 3
completely bewildered, but celightec, his audience.

1 Taylor, Views A-iroot, p. 102; Clemens, A Tramp Abrosd,
I, 204-205; Mrs. C. F. Barlosius, Recollections of & Visit
to Epgland, Firgnce, end Germaeny 1862 and to Germsny 1885
zFredericksburg, Va., 1887), P- £3; et_s&sl. It woulcd be
unwise to overstress this point. In the lignt of the large
number of Americans traveling in Germany, it would seem that
people in the most fregquented areas should have been familiar
enougn witihh the American treveler. The same writer cited
aiove (Barlosius), who related the surprise of Germans at
finding Americans white, later in her narreaetive described
meeting a Negro with a traveling show, who said that he had
made &a greet deeal of money at first, but KNegroes had become
such a commonplace that he was no longer a curiosity.
(Eailosius, Recollections, p. 104). The traveling shnows
mignt heve accounted fcr some German misconceptions about
aAamericans simply for the purpose of sattracting patrons by
the grotesque &and unusueal.

There is at least one example of a travel narrative by
a Megro. (See Bibliographical Note). And writers did
occasionalily complain over the fawning manner of German
business men---which would indicate tnat they were familiar
enougn with Americans. Charles Dudley Warner, Saunterings
Boston, 1832), p. 86.

2 Edward Everett Hale and Susau dele, A Family Flight
tiroush France, Germsnv, Norwav &nd Switzerlsna (Boston,
l888), p. 1l61l.

¢ Jemes Burrill Angell, Reminiscences (New York, 1912),
Ppe 9T7=98.
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Americans listed all kKinds of inaccurate notions that
Germans had about america. Longfellow said that one of the
professor's wives at rdeidelberg belleved american ladies
"sat with theilir feet out the window."l Eeyerd Taylor met
an emigrating bauer who was worried because he had heard
one had to drink beer standing up in America.z Another
traveler stated thet Germans believed samerican children
"were 0ot required te obey their parents" but were free
to come and go as tney pleased any time of the day or
ni,{;ht.3 Lincoln Steffeiis wrote that &t Leipzig in 1891
ne was considered taue "crazv Americen'" becuuse he took a
bath everr dey.

But it was not tnese small facts zbout social customs
that annoyveu smerican travelers in Burope as muca as& the
accepted conclusion based upocn thnen that americans lacked
any sort of refinement or cultural appreciction. "Tuaey
are under the impression in Germeny," wrote one traveler,

"that there is no politeness or ceremony of any kind in

1 Samuel Lonzreliow, ed., Tne Lite o1 denry .Nadswoiti
Longtellow witn Extracts from his Journals and Coiresponaence
(zoston, 1856), I, 219.

~ Taylor, st .dome and sbroad, liist Series, p. 70.

S Johnson, Peacsant Life, p. 259.

4 Lincoln Steffens, The Autobiography of Lincoln
cteffens (New Yorx, 1931), p. 1l47.
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1 Another said, "It is not so much his [a German'é}

Amrerica."
want of correct knowledge that is amusing, 8s the entire
self-satisfacticn with which he compares the civilization

in Germany with the barbearism of America."2 They maintained
again and again taat the German picture of smerican civi-
lization was completely inaccurate. One traveler said

that Germans believed Americens weie completely material-
istic, while Germans were predominantly idealistic.3
Another complained tinat her German friends btelieved that
beceuse she was an smerican, she nad a "passicnate devotion®
to mac‘ninery.4 An American music student stated that one

of her teachers in Berlin had a violent prejudice against
Americczns because he believed that they were utterlv without
musical talent.5 Another was irritated because one of his
German friends always talked as 1f America had no theatres

and no opera.6 Another said that the Americans who were

well-known in Prussis were men of science.

Johnson, Peasaunt Life, p. 259.

1
£ J. R. Browne, american tamilv, p. 138.

3 Taylor, At Home and Abroad, First Series, p. 461.
4

5

Teuffel, One Year, p. 91.

Fay, bMusic-Study, p. 170.

& Frank Stockton, Personally Conducted (New York,
1890), p. 229.

7 Brace, Home lLife, p. 262.
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All of this implied and stated criticism of American
civilization probably would not have bothered the smerican
traveler if he nad not been conscious of an element of
trutn in it. It nas already been pointed out earlier in
the chapter thet one of the primaxry motives of American
travelers in Europe was the enrichment of their individusal
cultural development. They studied in the universities.
They visited the art galleiries. They attended the opera
ana the theetre. They toured the Cethedrals and the ublic
buiidings. sand, ir possible, they savored the leisurely,
settled lif'e irn a European city. Such activity was a frenk
admissio:n, by deed if not by word, that even they considered
american culture weeakei’ ir. the arts than its European
neighbvors. It was this basic fact tnat made the American
trezveler angry at the German exaggerations and ignorance.
He was defensive under critical attack in the materislistic
post-Civil War era. ile might conclude at the end of his
trip that America was the best pleace to live, but nhe was
aware that imerica dia not provide the culturel advantsges
of Europe. He was as certain of his devotion to nis own
naticn as the American nad been early in the century, but
he was sharply aware that political superiority did not

constitute the whole of life.
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The Germeny tinet thne carlv nineteentin centusy americall
nea loreseern as rlizin, out ol the political decay o' Euroue
i f'ellowsnii;, wit. the United tctates iiad been rcalized
instead Ly a nation thet the americen traveler of thne late
nineteentit century could ot understeand nor admire. In
order to cleaslrv this alsapygointment, it is necessarv to

alscover the imacse of Germeny in the amrericen minde.
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The Americezn Traveler's Image of Germeny

The early iantesrest of nineteentn century Amesicans in
Germeny was derived from an intellectual movement with
politicel ramifications. As indicated in the *Introducticn,®
New England literary scholars were stimulated by Madame
de Stael's D'Allemagne and reports of intensive study and
activity during the several preceding generations of German
thought and literature. The intellectual creativity of
tiie Germans became the source of many cultursal forces when
imported into the United States. It sparked the new
literary movement of romanticism througin the iafluence of
writers like Goethe, Schiller, Herder, Lessing, and
Freiligrath. The transceandentalism of Kant and Fichte and
Scnleiermacher and of the English transcendentalists
captured american thought, and the influence of German
universities upon American scnolars transported a thorough
and exhaustive scnolarsaip into the United States.

Althoug) the lnterest in Germany was intellectually
centered, the politiceal developments in Germany during the
Napoleonic period were important in opening a channel of
communication between the United States and Germany
(elthough Germany was in no sense yet a naticn) by the
fact that bothh states had shared & similar experience.

For nationalism and liberalism, the twin seeds of the
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Frencin Revolution, haa captured Germany, too. aAfter the
humiliating def=at of Prussian fouces at Jena in 1806 and
the Treaty of Tilsit in 1807 in whicih Prussia bowed to the
victorious Frencn Emperor, a new spirit arose in Prussia
and Germany. Under the leaaersnip of von Stein and
Hardenburg and stimulated by the nationalism in German
literature, Prussia began a drive toward a united German
national state to tihrow off the control of Napoleon and
to liberalize the governments of the small German states.l
Serf'dom was abolished, the army was reorganized to enforce
tne system of national conscription, and attempts were
made to provide the ordinary individusl with a stake in
national existence.

The American t'elt a sense ©of kinship with this
experience of a Protestant nation attempting to get out
from under the yoke of foreign domination and to work
toward unification of independent sovereign states. Had
not the United States had her own Revolution and her own
period of Confederation? Van wyck Brooks maintained in
discussing tnhe receptioun of the Englisihh version ot Madame
de Stakl's book in Boston tunat Eostonians were "...
predisposed to like the book, since everyone Xnew that

Napoleon did not like it. He had suppressed the book

1 Valentin, The German People, pp. 335-350.
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and driven kadame de Sta&él out of I'rence....iveryoile Kknew
tnat a tning.must te good, whether a university oir a book,
i1’ the EBonapartes disliked it."l Tnis early w~merican
interest 1 Germany manifested itself in William Ellery
Cheann.ng who begged a2 friend in Germeany to continue
cketches of the Gernan people, for whom Channing felt a
gemaine love &and kinship.z
Tne travelers themselves frequently tooir peins to
descrive the netioneglicst movement in Prussisa and Geimany
duri:g the war ot Liberstion. Ticknoir wrote in 1E16:
"...wnen tne rest of Germany l&y in abject sutjection,
tne ministrv cof Prussie conceived anu announced the
determinaticn of making up in morsal strength whet they
nad lost in ghysical.":6 Prussiun leaders tounaed the
University ot kerlin "...from which & free spirit had
cone I'ousth that hes wrrought like & fever through all
’J‘ermany."4 another tiaveleyr, in speaking of the reaction
el'ter the Congress of Vienna, wrote glowingly of the

betriotic ardor displayea Ly German youth in the war and

— o - —

1 Erooks, Flowering of hew Enclend, pp. 75-7€.

e

, Wwilliemrw ilenry Channing, eu., kemoir of ~illiam
cllery Chenning with BEXtiracts trom liis Correspondence
zna_ Menuseripts (Eoston, 1860), III, 307.

3

Ticknor, Letters, I, 1lCZ.

4 Ipbig., p. 10.



o9
sald that love of liberty weaes prevalent among them.l One
traveler described the birth of the CGerman spirit in
glowling terms in 1840: "How they rose, like a giant fiom
sleep, against r'rencn usurpestion and with Leipsic psaid
Nepoleon for Jena....The sceptered weakling, whose capitals
nad been & prey to tne congueror, became suddenly strong
vwitiy the strength of wirrath-swollen multitudes. Tnis wrath

is ever reacy to be rekindled. Its next outburst will not

o
©

be epeinst toreign oppressors.®
This background oIl americen interest in the curiosity

about Germany is essentiel for any resl understandiang of

he attitudes ol swrerican tiraveleis in Gerwmauny &s they

took airection eerly in the century. aAn ima;.e of Germauny

naa been created in tie fmericon mind that was not to be

easily eradicatea. &£lthougn the politicsl aspects or this

image are discussed at greater lengtn in the chapter dealing

witih politicel life, the intellectualized focus ot the

image must be reccgnized in deeling with the general view

of Germeny held by #mrelican travelers until after 1870.
Througznout the nineteenth century, tnis focus upomn the

Germa:. intellect &and culture, as well as the n:tional

Spisrit, was an lilumportent item in the comivent of sAwmerican

1 Henry Edwin Dwignt, TIravels iun Noith of Germany_in
1825—26. (.“.o po, n.;‘odo ), po 31.

3 George lienry Calvert, Scenes and Thoughts in Europe,
First veries, (Boston, 1840), pp. 69=-70.
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trevelers in Germeny. Jt tied in, first, with tie enthusiasn
of Americans foi the future of their own culture and, second,
witn their aiscssastisfsction with that culture leter in the
centuiv. Tickno1r wrote of the Germens in 1816 from
Gottingen, "They a1re a people who, in forty years, have
created to themeelves a litersture sucin &s no other nation
ever created in two centuries; ana they are a people who,
at tnis moment, have mol'e mental activity tnan any other
peoyvlie existing."l asnother traveler wirote, "We arle
accustomeu to regarrd tne Germans as a neavy-moulded reace,
as peculiarly 'physicual' in their character...bBut were the
Germsn classics to Le found at our public iunstitutious,
wiricin I verv mucn doubt, Cambiidge library being excepted,
and could we read the lenguege sufficiently to widerstand
them, wWe should soon discover that the term physical was
muci mole applicable to ourselves, than to them.“2 A
former americen lilnister at the Court of Frussie wrote in
1847, "It is thne peculiar charscteristic of Germen civili-
zation, in every stage of its progress, that the intellectusal
has ever surpassed the sociel development; the culture of

the mind has ever outstripped the soclilal and political

1 Ticknoxr, Letters, I, 120.

Dwight, Iravels, p. T76.
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1 One traveler exploded

conditions of' the naticn.®

enthusiasticselly when confronted with Germeny's culturel

neritage and homely charm, "Oh, I am delighted with Germany,

the lezna of poetry and sourkrout---the birthplace of

Schiller and Goethe--~-the seat o learning---the couantry

of supesrstition, romance and VWestphalia hams.“z
This same respect for the intellectualized image of

Gernmany 1is apparent in tne comment of the American travelers

on German cities, and most of the cities had their Amersrican

devotees. Seid one Americen traveler of Berlin, "...

besrlin's greatness is intellectual; and in this relation,

no city on the globe snines with & more splendid light.

It is tne northern iwecca of Scholars...."5 Joseph Green

Cogswell agreed that 1t held "first plece" for science

end literature.4 another writer emphasized the extensive

. 8 .
musical advantsses of a residence in Berlin. Nilliam Dean

dowells wrote reverently of Weimar: *Goethe and Schiller

1 flenry Wheaton, "The Frogress and Prospects of Germany,"
A Discourse before tne Phi beta Keappa fociety or Erown
University (Boston, 1847), p. 7.

2 iilatthew Flourney Wward, Letters from Taree Continents.
By M., The sarkansas Correspondent of tne touisville Journel
(Wew York, 1851), p. 36.

S Hoppin, Notes, p. 12.

4 Cogswell, Lite, p. 2<4.

S Gaze, A Leisurely Journey, pp. 25-596.
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lived there...and literature was glorified as much there
&s war is elsewhere.®l “riters extoled the beauties of
iunicn, cealling it an "Eartnly Paradise" for lovers of
art.z This list of examples citeua from the travel narratives
could be pressea much further at the risk of wearying the
reacer. iienry Adams recounted the world-wide aamiration
for German thought tnat flourished in the nineteenth century

in nis remarkable Egucetion. "I'ne literary world then

egreea," he wrote, *that trutn survived in Germeny alone,

ana Cerlyle, Mattinew sarnold, Renan, Emerson, with scores

of popular followers, taught the German ifaitin....German

thougnt, method, honesty, and even taste, became the

stanaards of scholarsnip."3
The other aspect of the German image in the American

mind, the sense of kinship through a common experience and

& similar nature, revealed itself in the similairity American

travelers saw in German cities znd the German people to

what thev knew at home. This was probably due in peart to

tiie belief that the German struggle against Napoleon was

Kilarea saowells, ed., Life in Letters ot William
Dean Howells (ivew York, 1928, 11, 79.

= C. C. PFulton, Europe Viewed thiough american Spectacles
(Philadelphia, 1874), p. 109; krs. Louise Chandler wmoulton,
Random Rambles (Boston, 1881), p. 28%.

& Henry ~adams, Tne sducsation of hnenry Adams (Boston,
181s), pp. 61l-62.
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like the American struggle zgainst Great Esritein and in part
to the t'act that a lerge number of Germens had settled in
America. (Une treaveler of 1825 wrote, "The northern Germans
resemble us mucn more than any other nation on the contineut.
l.ike us they are Protestants, and they show .in their con-
versation tiat depta of feeling, wiicn naturally arises
from a religion adadressed equally to tne intellect ana the
heart...?l another writer said, "1 like germany &nd the
Germens, and this feeling grows upon me more and more. 1
do not feel a stranger in a strange land, but am in every
respect as perf'ectly and as happily &t home as I ever have
been out or Virginia."z Villiam Jemes s&agreed thet Germany
resembled the United Stetes when he wrote, "Germany is, I
find, as & whole...very nearly related to our country,
ana the Germun nature ana ours so akin in fundamental
jqualities, that tc come here is not much of en experience....
to one ot our irace all theaet is peculisr in Germany is mental,
and thet Germany can be brought to US...."2 Berlin reminded
the travelers of en American city,4 even to the point where

Unter den Linden looked tc one traveler like Commonweelth

1 Dwight, Travels, 170.

2 Edward Southey Joynes, 0Old Letters of a Student in
Germany 1856-57 (Columbia, S.C., 1316), p. 57.

3 w. James, Letters, I, 105.

4 Dwight, Travels, p. 1l4.
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Avenue in Bostcn.l There wes nothing “romantic, picturesgue,
or even foreign" about living in Dresden.2 ana Stuttgart
and rianktort, eamoile othes cities, seemed to have american
chafacteristics.3 mven conn, e&ccording to one traveler,
was tne Germair counterpart of hew Hdaven. -

Yet, in plecing these comments against others from the
tiravel narcratives, a certain inconsicstency of opinion is
glaringly apparent. They represent stuetements of a very
general nature ana were comuwon, this writer btelieves,
beceuse they added substance to the “image" of Germany in
the americesn mind. +#hnen the traveler became more specitf'ic
in his narretive, discussing the people, the customs, the
political institutions, even tie culture, he fcund striking
difrerences between his nomeland end Germenyv. Such genereal
statements ac not exgyress in any compurehensive way the
American's attitude toward Germeny gfained through actual
contact and experience witin the people and the country in

ti1revel. Rather, sucih statements seem to represent the early

1 Fallou, Foot-Prints of Travel, p. <2l.

(o]
“ W, James, Letters, I, 86.

) denry nu.gles, Germany Seen without Spectacles.
Random Sketcnes of Various Subjects Penued fiom Different

Standpoints _in the Empire (Eoston, 1885), p. 93; Carrie
utler Thwing; an appreciation by Friends together with
cxtracts fiom her Journal of & Tour in Europe (Clevelanad,

189.:), p. 1lo6. -

fenjamin $illiman, A Visit to Furope in 1551 (iew
York, 1324), II, »o7.




directional stimulus of interest in and enthusiasm for
Germeny, of the .icture of Germuny created in the American
mind. Sucn a picture was by no meens a static thing anag,

as will later appear, the nineteenth century witnessed the
gredual breaeking down ot that plcture ana its reconstruction
on an entirely aitrerent basis thean that o' the magniflcerce
of German cultural development o1 a sense of Kinsinipy for

the German people and tne German nation. For, as the
aAamercican traveler discovered, zctual travel experience
revealea a new side of Geripany that the image did not
encompass and tie changes in the nature of the German

state in the nineteenth centusy seemea destined to destroy
the imagce.

It 1is difficult to assess the overall impression of
Germany that america: travelers received throuzh the
experience of travel. Feelings were frequently mixed and
tae different German states elicited different reactions.
But ou the whole, in spite of aAmericea., antagonism toward
some German institutions and ia spite of some travelers'
actual dislike of Germany and the Germans, until approxi-
mately 1870, the American traveler liked the country and
the pecople. It is significant in tne travel litersaturs,
nowever, that american f'eeling rarelyv got beyond wnmerely
"liking" Germany. It did not reacn any intensity of

passion, as the american sentiment for Rome or Paris or
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even bBEngland frequently aid. It was not colorea by nostalgic
enu poignant assoclietion. It was wose an opinion, in fact,
than & sentiment---too prosailc, too reasonea, too matter-
of'='act to ever bosder on tue rhapsouaice.

A good many comments on areas in Germecny appear on the
printed page to ve ratner flat statements of appreciation,
empty of sany spontaneous burst ot emotion. This seems to
be dindicative of tne rather limited affection with which
tne americuan travelers actually viewed Germany. Even
cogswell, who had loved the Germany of Goethe and Gottingen
as & student in 1816, wrote in 1837 "...l1 am verv free to
say that my secona resigence in Gersmany has gquite weuned
we Lrom that strouny attaechment to it which my ['i.st one
gave me."l  Cherles oumner went sc far as to say tnat ae
was "more thai. satisfied"” witn the "prevailing intediligence
ana civilization" of Germany.z aAnotner writer described
Dusseldort as a "model German town, solid, dull, devoted
to aurt snd music."3 Anotner described Berlin as a "sombre,
massive city, lacking tne brignt and brilliant aspect of

4 . i - . .
Paris." another wrote, after seeiing Berlin, "I saw it

1 Cogswell, Life, p. 102.

< Sumner, Memoilr and Letters, II, 571.

3 Henry WV. Bellows, The 0Old JVorld in Its Iiew ract:

Impression of Europe in 1867-68 (New York, 1869), I, 75.

4 ¥ulton, Europe Viewed, p. 15
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without emotion: I left it without regret."l kunich was

described as "clean, well-paved, and neatly laid out."a
osome writers went muc:i farther and revealed an active
dislike of Gerwmeény. denry Adams wrote of Berlin in 13£9,

"I tell you...Boston's & little place, but damn me if it

nd

isn't pretferable to this cursed nole. And Henry James,

never esttractea by Germany, wrote:

To me this hasty ana most partial glimpse of
Germany nas veein most satisfectory; it nas cleared
frecm my mind the last mists of uncertainty and assured
ne tinet I camn never hope to become an unworthiest
adoptive sreandchild of the tatherland. It is well to
listen to tine voice of the spirit, to cease hair-
splitting and treat one's self to a 00d sguare
antipetny---wien Lt is so very sympathetic! I may
"ecultivate" mine away, but it nes given me a week's
wiiolesome nourisnment.4

) . (I 2o 28 .
The ratiner weak sentlmentsAamerlch Lravelers displayed
towvard Germany becowe e€ven moie pronowced winen they ace
contrasted with the enthusiasin shown rfos the more romantic

spots of Germany---like Vienna, Nuremburyg, anu the ihine.

1 Junius denry Browne, Sights _and Cfensations in Europe.
Sketcnes of Travel and adventure in Zpglend, Fiance, Spain,
Germany, etc., WNith an Account of Places and Persons
Prominent in the Franco-German War (Hartford, 1871), p. 313.

2 James Szmuel Stone, From Frankf'ort to liunich
(Philzaelpnis, 1833), p. 45.

S denry Adams, Letters, I, 97.

4 4., Jamecs, Letters, I, 33.
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Vienna was called “the Paris of Germany,"l a "truly...
impericsl city,“2 "a beautiful city---in some respects
the wost beautiful I have ever seen.3 Another writer
wrote that Vienna was "truly magnificent, grand, and
wiigue...the connecting link between the civilization of
rurope aida tihe barbaris splendors of the Orientel world.”4
Another traveler maintained tnat siie was never in a city
"wnere laugning was £o universal' as Vienna.5 Nuremburg
appealea to the travelers for its gureat age and picturesque-
ness.6 And tne Rhine likewise received acclaim from
Americans---even tnouch most of them felt that the Hudson
equaled it in bezuty. One typiczal description of tne Rhine
states:

Even the coldest and most unimesginative traveller,

as his eye glances from the rapid cursrent to the varied
magnificence of its borders---tiie wide-spread, fertile

1 Jonn i. corson, Loiterings in muarope; or Sketches of
Travel in France, Eelgium, Switzerland, Italv, Austria
Prussia, Greast britain, end lreland (ivew York, 184c p. 224.

£ Meriwetner, Tremp Trip, p. 160.

3 Thurlow Weed, Letters from Zurope ang tne West
Inaies 1845-1652 (Alvany, 1866), p. 568.

4 Octavia walton Le Vert, fouvenirs of Trevel
(*obile, 1857), I1I, p. 2L,

® Marie J. Pitman [haz cery Deane, pseua:] European
Breezes (Boston, 1882), p. 1l22.

6 4. Jemes, Letters, I, 32.
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plains,---the vine years, here gently sloping, there
clinging to an almost precipitous rock---the a:cient
towns, witin their massive walls and wnite watch-
towers~--~and, cniefly, the ruined castles, at every
turn crowniug the picturesqgque mountains between which
the glorious river is often compressea, connected, as
they are, with tne richest romence of aistory end
legend---can heradly f'ail to sympathize with the heart-
felt love, the almost veneration, with which the
Germans regird wnat they poetically call Fsther or
King Rhine.
rlowever, such geneial and detached statements as those
gquoted above are valueless without & more detailed survey
off the Americen traveler's reaction to specific objects
ana institutions of German life. It 1is necessary, there-
fore, to examine in some detail the american reaction to
the German people, social life, and customs, German culture,

ana German politicel life znd institutionse.

1l William Combs Dana, 4 Transatlaantic Tour
(Pniladelphizs, 184%), p. 227.




CrnAPTER IIX
TdE GZRMAN PEOPLLE, CUSTUuMS, ARD oUCIsLl LIFE

Tne American traveler found the nature of the German
people and tne customs that affected their relationsnips
witn one another & curious bundle of contradictions. ie
'ound them, f'irst of all, numan, s tne aAmerican himself
was, witin quelities to be both applaudeua and despised.

The kindaess shown by the German for the Americen and

thne charming simplicity and civility of manners completely
disarmed the traveler. re was pirepalred to embrece Germaan
litr'e with at'fection---until ne pcrceived that a strain of
brutality accompaenied the politeness. The american con-
f'rontea German brutality in tne treatment accorded women
in Germany and in the custom of aueling in the Yerman
universities. Refinement in thne arts and a propensity

to intellectual endeavor went hand in hand, the tiraveler
discovered, with a national taste for coarse pnysical
pleasure like ever-present “"beer, tobacco, ana sauerxraut”
winilcin so of'ten repellea smericans. & calin Jerman nature
that at times comforted tne restless americsn, at otner
times vexed him by its stoic accepta.ice of conditions

tnat seemed unendureble to an American. A standardized

end accepted coue of manuners that tine American was inclined
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to admire because it sugplied the German witn the security
of" ki.owing ,exactly what one should and shouldn't do in
social relsationsnips, beceme, in scire _nstances, a cumber-
some and incomprenhensicle business.

Tne Americen traveler dia not try to reconcile these
inconsistencies. Indeed, he probably woula have been the
first to admit thet the German people, by virtue of their
humanity, were no more inconsistent and contradictory in
cnaracter znc behavior than any otner people. If he thought
cbout it at all, thne american treveler would probetly have
acreed with darriet Beecher Stowe i simply recognizing
tinat the inconsistencies were there. That traveler wrote:
"These Germans seem &an odd rece, a mixture of clay and
cepirit---wnat wit:. their bteer urinki..g and smokiug, &and
their slow, stolid wavs, you woculd think them perfectly
eartnhly; but an etnereal fire is all the waile working in
them, and bursting out i1 most unexpectea little jets of
poetry &and sentiment, like blossoms on a cactus."

In any case, the aAamericen retained a certain detached
objectivity as he drifted from one German experience to
anotner, noting custone and characteristics of the peoplie.

rie weas, by turns, wistful, indignant, perplexed, or

1 Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sunny Memories_ oif Foreign
Lands (Boston, 1854), I1I, 37C.
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admiring. de could pick and choose as he would, saying,
"I like Germen politeness" or "I don't like Germany
brutaiity.®

But the americen lost this detachment when he regarded
tne socicl life ot the Germsn nation. The overwhelming
impression thet the travel nearrstives reveal is that the
traveler was detacned only in relestionship to gpecific
customs oi perticulsr cnzrascteristics of the Germens.
Underlyvins nise comment upon Geriren csocigl life is a
complete bewilcerment thet the Germans, withh a socliety
Ifoundea upon inconsistencies in the German nature and
customs and inJustices and inequelities in social relat.cn-
snipe, seemed, nevertheless, to possess wl enjoyment of,
ana sgtisfacticn with, life thet the smerican felt nis own
society lackead. In no way was the inadeguacy of tihe sociel
t'abric in Americe brought nome more 1forcitly to americens
then by thelr conteacts with Germsn socisal life. It wes as
if the Americun askeu nimselt, when he witnessed their
contented convivielity and their &bility at savoring thne
passing moment, "Why do these Germans, who shouldn't, seem
to enjoy life 1ore than americaens at home, who should®"
Sucn a devastating guesticun thrust the traveler into e
see o1 coubt gbout his own societv and provided tiie basic
taeume for puch coument ol the American trsavelers recorded

ii. the tniird secticn ot tunis chapter.



Ine treveler dia noct attempt to ans.el tne question
taot nezsmea et nim. In a gcod many cases, no doubt, ne
r'orgot it wien ne sejoined nis temily and rrienas &t home
i the United Stautes. wnevertneless, 1t seewms related to the
Lrowane scnool ot social criticism in the lete nineteenth
century american lif'e i1a tne work of ilenry James, .ienry aqans,
Lzeic Twain, cmawerd ose.lany, ana idenirv Georze. It seems
sirilarly reletea to the whole corus oI socizl protest
thiot wrose i thie twentietn centuryv in the work of OGherwood
fdersazl, olnclalr Lewis, Tusodors Sreisey, Stepnen Srane,
ara Zawaiaa SLaiiugton otinson.

Alt100 1 no matesrial provides @ ric.ier gource tor

diccoeverie Lae reactior o rmoericens Lo Germsny than

—
P

Las ulscuagsions of tine pecople, T2 cuttoms, ana tae

coclar Lle O TLae nation I'ouudd i tae travel nairatives,
they are azra t. ailseutangle r'rom one &notaer. & custom
eleo aas drplicetlions in tne social lifle of the pewyle

&na 1s en expressica of tnelr neture just £s muca as it is
a custom. wevertheless, for puarposes ot clasitr and
or:enization, this wcinclvsis arbitrerily attempts to

alsentaule the: at the risc of omission or repetition.

The lcture of the Gerna. Feople

7

It ise difrficult te find, in tne trevel narrstives of

american travelers in Germany, a gcemiine, s»ontaneous,
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enthusiastic response towara tne nature ot the German people.
On the wnole, witn reservations and wodificatioiis, they
liked them-~-much &s they likedu Germany &s a whole. put
it ~&as, again, & sentiment of the heaa rather than the
heart. The German people lecked the romantic cherm that
captivatec the emotions and the imagination of the American
traveler. As Williem James put it, "The German character
1ls without mountains or velleys; its tavorite food is rosast
veal; &end in otner lines it pieters whatever may be the
enelogue thereof---a2ll which gives life here & certain
I'letness to the high-tuneu american taste.“l
Except for a certain hesartiness that betokened physicel
stebility, the American traveler did nct fina the appearance
of the German people very appeeling. They seemed to the
traveler created mucn more for tunction than for ornament.
Fxcept fo1 criticism of the visible cherms of German women,
reections to the physical attritutes of the German people
were not very pronouncec in the nerratives. A tiraveler 1o
1354-235 remarkea that genereal heelth and robustiiess of the
population were noticeable, end ne creaiteu it tc their

"f'rugal and regul: i1 habits of life."® A tinveler in 1887

1 w. James, Letters, I, 1l36.

2 Valentine hiott, Travels in Europe and the East in
the Years 138%4, '35, '36, '57, '58, '59, '40, ena '4l:
Emtracicg Obseivetions Made dusing & Tour thiouzh Great
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felt this apparent physical heartiness was a good indication
of the age-long stamina of the German people.l Yet anotiner
Liraveler of 13856 l'elt that the common people ag.pearea more
down-tirodden thain robust. Hde szia they were rather "of
unaer stature, their skin shriveled anad seared.'g The
heignt of Frussian men attrsascted some attention, although
one young anericen womean felt this quality could never
reaeem tunelir srrogance and insolence on the streets.

William James thought the Saxons were a particularly
"short ana ill-favored race."4

Some of tne travelers felt that the prevalence ot beer-
drinking in Germany did not enhance tne physicai sttractive-
ness of the Uermuan people. OUne travelel r-emarkea that the
"bloatea taces and bleared eyes of the masses" betrayed

S . . e .
thelr indulgence. Another disliked the eff'ect of the

Britain, Irelsna, France, Belgzium, idolland, Prussia, Saxony,
Eohemia, Austriz, Bavaris, Switzerlena, Lomterd, Itsly, and
the Near East (New fork, 1842), p. 82.

1 Wight, Peoples and Countries, p. 117.

% Wilbur Fisk, Iravels in Europe: viz. in England,
Irelsnc¢, Scotland, Itelv, Switzerland, Lombsaid, Italv,
a

—

nd the Necar East (vew Yoik, 1842), p. 57.

S Dwi-nt, Iravels, p. 119; F&ar, lusic Studv, p. &7.

4 w. Jamnes, wetters, I, 87.

O Ballou, Foot Frints of Travel, p. 311.
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"distended pauncn" and ruddiness upon the German persocnal
appearance.l Yet William James believed that even this
quality, tne result of gquantities of beer, produced a
certain substantial appeearance. He wrote: "“The apothegm,
'a fat man consequently a good man' nas much tiruth in it.
The Germens come out strong on their abdomens--even when
tney are vast in capacity, one feels that they are of
michty powerf'ul construction, and play a mch weightier
part in the economy of man than with us,---affording a
massive immovable background to the consciousness..."z

In regara to German women, the american traveler was

'ar more explicit ana extensive in his comuments. Universally,
the Americen traveler discussea tiie appearauce of German
womerl, &nd, &almost universally, he 1t'ound them startlingly
unattractive. He wrote: "“...either our ideas of wihat
constitutes beazuty differ from those of Germens, o1 else
tauelisr women are zenerally ill-formea, with irregular
'eatures end ‘nomely."3 The Americans complained that
German women wele too coarse of skin and too broad of beam

to measure up to the americesn standards of delicete,

Meriwether, Tiemp Trip, p. 146.

N

vw. James, Letters, I, 100.

S Smith, Swmmes's Jaunt, I, Z&4.
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feminine grace. "walking paralielogroms i petticosts,”
one writer called therm. "They looked," he continued, "“as
it they had been made by the rule, like Dutecn ships, end
then cut of't" in lengths to suit. Like their vessels, too,
tney are solid and substantial, made rather to caury than
to gg."l Julian idawthoine described them in equeally un-
flattering terms: “lMassive are their legs as the banyan-
root; their hips are as the bowes of a three-decker. Becks
nave they like derricks; roughh nands like pile-drivers..."z
Othner writers termed them veariously "plumy roly-polies™
1w

witih "irregular features ana muddy complexions or

"strong eand aunt, sun-driea and coarse."4 One traveler

claimeu thelir fuces were destitute of any expression, the

S Ancothner said he had

distinctive reature of Frenc.i women.
seen more plain-looking females in Dresden than he believed

. . . i . e ._ . .
it was possible to co.llect in one citye. £nd Henry sdams

1 4. w. wigint, Dore; p. 220.
2 tiawthorne, Saxon EStudies, pp. 23-26.

9 Fay, lMusic Study, p. &0.

4 Mary Sands Griffin, Impressions of Germeny, by an
americen Lady (Dresden, 186€), p. 131l.

[l
¥ Dwig.t, Travels, p. S.

© 1. Acams, Letters, I, 39.



73
meintained tnat Germa:n women remindeda him, unpleasantly,
or' their "uiet ana want of soap ana water."l

The freulein of the German states became even less
appealing to the American traveler when he compared her
withh ner lovelier German cousin, the Austrian, and particu-
larly the Viennese, girl. One traveler wrote that the
latter was very attrective. "They are Germans, but handsomer
than western Germuans with a remarkaicly clear complexion,"
he said.2 Aanotner noted tnat tne austisian woman was
csiighter, more delicete, and ,;‘:ayer,3 and aunotner felt she
exerted a good aeal more conteol in society. "Thaey ase
stroug-nanded," ne caia, "and cail take care of themselilves
ana of their husbanas &lso wihen necesSary.“4 In any case,

tae steactase of the austreian vioman suited americen taste

fal1r vetter, and according to one American traveler of 1280,

- P ——

1 J. 4. B. Latrobe, dints for Six mwonths in Europe:
seing the Frogramme of & Tour througli Parts of France,
Italy, Austria, Saxony, Prussia, the Tyrol, Switzerland,
Holland, Eelgium, btnglend, and scotland in 1868 (Philadelpyhia,
1869), p. 195

< Leslie A. White, ed., Extracts from the Euiopean
Journal of Lewis ii. moqg@n (Fablication of the Rochester
nistcricel Socizty, »t II), XVI, 31z-319.

3 Charles Eaward Solton, Iravels in Busope and_anecoica
(vvew Yori, 130%), p. 245.

4 Fulton, zurope Viewed, pp. 89-90.
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Prussian women envied the slienderness of the Austrian
womea:n and resented ner sense of stvlie aad fashion.l

Yet a few travelers mitigated their criticism of the
physical charnas of German women. No writer celled them
teautiful, but Bayard Taylor admired their robustness
wnicn liberated them from the numerous afflictions that
assailed the nineteentn century americsen beauty. de said
they were cometimes as "firesn as wild roses," ' nile
admitting they were too coarse anua neavy to be considered
beautiful.2 Anothey tound the vlonde Uerman peasant yguite
goodlooking,s and anothner felt city ctelles might well envy
tne rosv complexion of the German peasant girl.4 OUne
traveler admitted tnat she had found them more refined-
looiing thau eXQected.5 Even the heavy lacor that was
woman's lot in Germany did not horrify all the travelers.
One writer of 1883 felt thet ffield laborers in Germany
were healthier anada had less reason to be pitied than mill

sirls in dirty industrial centers in the Jnited States.

Pitman, Zuropean breezes, pp. 109-11C.

Taylor, At dome and abroad, First Series, p. 329.

Manev, lemories ovesr the water, p. 1ll4.

S ¢ B AV

Basrlosius, necollections, p. 53.
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Amory, wedding Journey, II, p. 192.

v © delen .mnt Jackson, ulimpses of Thiree Coasts
(Eoston, 1833), p. 378.
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hAnother argued that Too mucih emphasis haa been placeu on
the German woman carirying ner burdens on her head--tnat it
was a woman's privilege to choose tne method of carrying
ner bunules.l In ract, the sizht of membeis of her sex
doing a man's work in tne fields (dealt with more extensively
laber in tae chapter) excited a ratner romantic eloguence
in one young americen woman traveling in the midale of the
century:

esoebut for my lire I cannot fina it in my aeart to pity
you. Full cnested, vigosously limbed, strong backed,
firm footed, ye dely storm ana herdship, and rejoice

in the sternest lcbor; ye are never troubleu by fine
sStomachic sensibilities; ye Know nothing ol tne toil

ot the brain, of tane conflicts of the cpirit, of tne
tragic sorrows of tne heart, of tne exguisite agonies
o1 tne nerves. You are robust, and piump, and
bounteously blooded, bearing yourselves in your brown
bloom, witn the uiaconscious insolsence of rustic health.
You have simple haibits, few wants, and believing
hearts; o plant and reap, hoe and spade, carry burdeas,
yoxKxe yousselves witn donxkeys, if you will, reverence
the priest, serve your beer-drinking and meerschaum-
smoKing master. It is your mission, from which I
snoula think twice ere I would call you to a condition
in which every beautiful taste is insatiable longiang,
every exquisite refinement but a subtilized pain, every
high;wrought passion tne exheustless csource of suffer-
lflg. <

althioug:nr the American's reacti-.n to the German

cppearance was not tavorseble on the whole, the German

. 1l Teufrei. One Year abroad. o. 15.
Sarah Jane Lippincott [Grace Greenwood, pseud.)
daps and Mishaps of a Tour in Europe (boston, 1854), )

pp. 416-417,
Pp. 416-417.
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character received more commendetion. Americans found thne
German temperament a comfortesble one to be around, and if
it lacked the excitement of peoples of more volatile and
mercurial emotions, it coumpensated for this deficiency in
a satisrying steadiness. One traveler =zaid tiie German
chearacter was the reverse of the French---thinking more of
"the mztter than tne mamner of things," apt to be tiresoume

1

but sure tc be substantizl. aAnotner feit tne Germans

lacked the appeal of the Italiens, but tneir contentment

ana passiveness weie uogre coufortable and reassuring.z

Even tne poorer clascses impressed the travelers »ith their
nappy uatures and their contentment, and one writer described
tne German peasant as combining "the prudence of wew Englaznd"

nd Yet sometimes,

wit/i tihie Ygzenerous nosplitality of Virginia.
as in thne case of one Americsn girl, this evenness of
disposition became montonous and irritating. "Germans
cannot understand blueness," she complained. "They are
never tlue themselves, &and thevy expect you always to

prescirve your equanimity...Lioods are utterly incomprehensible

to themn. They feel just the same every day in the year."4

1 w. 4. wright, Dore, p. 276.

2 Lippincott, Haps and_ wmishays, p. 41l4.

3 Orvill :idorwitz, Brushwood Picked Up on the Continent;
or Last Summer's Trip to the Old world (Philadelphia, 1855 ),
P. 278.

4 Fay, Masic Study, pe. 85
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To some Americans, this quality of steadfastness in
the German character congealed too often into 2 rather
austere sobriety. Tne German was eternelly serious. One
treveler remarred that almost no enthusiasm was disglayed
at tne horse races in Germany: "...everytning was sober,
matter of ract, as if the people had come out to witness
a disagreeable spectacle, or one that they could take no
interest in."d Another writer claimed that, in spite of
the numerocus German f'easts and celebreations, "...the people
drink, and sing, and dance, the year in and tne year out,
without so muci noise and hurrah as is to be seen on one
Fourtn of July."2 Other American travelers noticed that
Germans took even their pleasure too gravely and did not
lauzhn enough.3 As one writer put it, "...the German would
as soon think of putting aside his gravity as of putting
off nis coat in public."4 Another commented that “Ihough
tney may fly to pleasure, as & fancied medicine for thne

ills of lif'e, they selaom give way to that spontaneous

1 Ruggles, Germany without Spectacles, p. 3l.
2 Johnson, Peacsant Life, p. 28t.

3 Pitrnan, European Breezes, p. 47; ilelen Maria Fiske
dunt Jackson, Bits of Travel (Loston, 1895), p. 10l.

4 George Copway, Running Sketcines of bien and Places

i Eprland, France, and Germany by and Indian Chief
(“ew York, 18<6), p. 239.
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gaieté du_coeur, wihich requires no support from adventitious
excitement."l This gquality iu the Germans was more evident
to the American traveles wihnen ne was confronted witn tae
“contentea gayety"z and the "lightness of 1ife"2 of the
Austrians. Such restreined spirit was wearing on amrericans.

Furthermore, Americans writhed under the stolid patience
of tne German when his celm disposition accepted conditions
that the American telt were unendurable. To tihe nervous
energy ol the american, the quiet acceptance that sootned
his restless spirit beczme, freguently, a source of irri-
tation rather than a solace. One writer believed that "a
Germall in the Fatherlana is constitutionally opposed to
doing anything in a hurry."4 Another pointed out thzt an
obstacle to travel like Lhe bridge of boats across tie
hine would not have been tolerated for a year in the

S

United States, but tne Germans moved slowlye. otley

calleu tnem "tne most pnlegmatic specimens of mankind

tnat exist."6

1 de . wrignt, Desultory Reminiscences, p. 74.

Ay}

Coison, Loiterin=s in Burope, p. <25.

Brace, idome Life, pp. %92-39.,.

S O

Fulton, Zurope Viewed, pp. 34-3t.

S James Freeman Clarke, Eleven weeks in Europe; and
wnet lkav Be Seen in That Time (Eoston, 1822), p. £23Y.

o

6 Motleyr, Corresgcondence, I, 2Z.
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Sometimes the american fell into the leisurely pace
of German lif'e anu livea according to the "slow Uerman

nl But more freguently, the tiavelers expressed

I'ates.
tneir irritaticin with tne patience of the people. One
writer of 1850 saia tnat it was a "daily marvel" to him
anda tne most astonishing feature of German life.z Another
wrote: "...everything is done gquietly, no one seems in a
hurry, no one ever seems impatient, and yet I confess it,
my samerican btlood shoots up in wonder sometimes .10W people
can te so slow."3 Another said that altnough l1life was
easier at this pace, "it bLecame inturiating to the americail,
bora and bireu to hurry."4 anotner cgreed whea she wiote,
"The patience is sometning beyond tne comprehension of the
americean mind.""v

In yet aznother way, the amesican disagproveu of the
German guality of stoliaity. They If'elt it leu to a too

deeply-rooted conservatism. It made a population too

docile, too respectful of authority, too easy to governe.

Charles Dualey Warner, Ssunterings (Eoston, 1392),
pe. &6.

Georee Henry Calvelrt, cenes_u Thousiits in urope,

rd
Second Series (Wew York, 1846), . 1%,
)

Grif'fin, Impressions of Germany, pp. 37-3&.

ritman, Dulopeen Breezes, p. 54.

(O}

Parrv, Life Among the Gerrmans, p. 4&.
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ks egrly as 18205, this weakness was lrecoguized by one
treveler, ana he felt it was incompatible with a democratic
government wiiich demanced an expressicn of the feelings and
ideas or the population.l This slowness to move made the
Germans, the smericsn traveler felt, conzenitally "conservetive,
prejudicea, bound bty custom, slieves to the past, resgecters

P

of toim." aAnother writer noticed their cauticus and ccn-

cervative natule. "whatever is done is done for generations,®
ne wrote.3 One traveler felt that suthoritarian control of
thie government Hhad increesed this instinctive reluctance to
cnange. "ide is & torn free thinkker," wrote this traveler,
"tut nie institutions and tne watcnful eye cIi' tne omriscient
police foirever keep the 1id shut aown upon his genuine
sentiments; he is slow to anger cna unriveied in his
reverence for authority."4 A mucn eszrlier writer (1847)
azgrreed when he s&aid, "German enthusiaesm, thougn deep sesated,

is patient and enduring, &nd breasks out in violent acts

=
only at long intervsls end on urgent provocation."" Some

1 Dwight, Tiavels, p. 13%.

~ Parry, Lifte Arong the Germens, p. 313.

J. R. Srowne, American femily, pe. 34.
4 Ray Stannard Basker, Seen in Germany (New York, 1909),

Wheaton, "“Frogrese eanu Prospects," p. £le.
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writers felt tnat the ratiner inconsistent wild end rowdy
life of German students at the universities was a means
of releasing young enimal irebelliousness so tict the student
would settle down in after l1ife to become a "calrwr, cautious,
apathetic citizen."l

On the other hand, and in spite of the extencive
comment by the travelers on the celm temperament of the
Germens, they were rrequently embarsrassed by the utter

laclk of s elf'-restraint thet & German displayea in expressions

of sentinent. *Wnere and how dida we get tiae idees that the
Germens sre a stolid phlegmatic race?" iark Twain demanded.

"In trutn, they are widely removed from that. They are
warn-heerted, emotional, iwmpulsive, enthucsiastic, their
tears come at tiie mildest touci, ana it is not nard to
move then: to laughter. They are the very children of
impulse. we are cold and seltf'-conteined, compared to the
Germans. They hug and kiss and cry and ocance ana sing;
eand wnere we use one loving, petting expression, they
pour out & score."z Yet the emotionalism he ref'erred to
was derronstreasted principelly in intiwmate social relaticn-

ships retner tnan in the lerger contact of the German in

1 Dwight, Travels, pp. 50-£6; Taylor, Views_ a-root,
pe 159.

2

Mark Twein, A Tremp sbroag, I, 87.
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relation to his social environment. Cther wiiters agreed
that in personal relationships witnh family and friends,
the Germans exhibited & warm emoticnsalism. One wilter
said tnat although they were not easily agitated, they
were people o1 intense feeling.l Aanother said they displeyed
elmost "patriarchal hospitality" in the way they discussed
private matters.z Liotley called them "the most affectionate
end...tine most enthusiecstic pecple on earth" in these
circumstances,5 and Longfellow exleimed, "The Germans have
SO0 auch poetry in their netures ana in their lives."4 Cne
wiriter expressed ner ieacticn to tnis German characteristic
with less enthusicesm: "For us, born under otiier habits, we
cannot understand tnis public demonstlezticn of 1feelings
whicn tiae heart everywiiere holas so sacred....Put nere,
all events of litre are meae metters or public sympathy."5

wost smericean travelers were impressed with German
politeness. One trsveler remarked tinut they were the most

polite peopsle in western Europe.6 AS early as 1822,

1 Dwight, Trevels, p. l62.

AW

Brace, Home LlLife, p. 68.

Lotley, Correspondence, I, 30.

Longfellow, Life, I, 2£3.
© Grit'fin, lImpressions of Germany, p. 60C.

6 Joel Cook, 4 uoliday Tour througn Europe
(Philauelphis, 18689), p. 203.
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wasnington Irving recorded his pleasure at their great
kKindness to streangers. Throughout the century, tnis subject
elicited mucn appreciative comment from the Americen
travelers in Germany, with special ettenticn to the German

custom of tovwing to strangers.l

In fect, lLiark Twain ssaid

tnis custom fregyuently astcnisnec americens. 1The bow

startles a stranger out of his seir-possession the first

time i1t occurs,”" he wrote, "and he is likely to tall over

& chair or sometning, in his embarrassment, but it pleases
. . 2

him nevertneless."

Furthermore, Americeans detected a fundamental humenity
in thie politeness wnicn pleasec them immensely. They 1elt
it grew out of tae zZenuldne frienaliness ana innate ki:..diiess
in tne Germrans. »S8 one travelel expressed it:

There is & deep-seated humanity in the courtesy
of the Germans. They &always seem to be feeling a
gentle pressure from the cord that interlaces them
withh their species. They do not wait, as Schiller
says, till you "freely invite" to “"friendily[sicJ]

stretch you a hand," but the hand is instinctively
stretched out and the kind deed ready to follow it.

1 Irving, Life, I1I, 9£-36; wmotlev, Letters, I, 43;
Teylor, Views a-iroot, p. 120; ward, Letters from Lurope,
pe b3 DBrece, dome Life, p. 120; fobert nosea, Glimpses
o Europe; or lotes Drawn st Cignht (Cincinnati, 1859),
Pe £79; Lrs. James Anthony Eeames, The oudget Closed
(Boston, 1860), p. 201; W. James, Letters, I, 1Cl;
aAalfred E. Lee, European Dsys anu Ways (Fnilaaelpnia,
1&90), pe. 76; et_al.

2 Mark Twain, &~ Iramp Aoroad, I, p. 166.
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This suavity is not limited to any rank or

condition. It extends &ll the way down f'rom the

prince to the poorest peasant.l
One traveler 1relt that it was mucn molre human and kind than
the superficial giracicusness of the French.2 Another hoped
that by tnls American contact witn German politeness "...
in tne course of time, those savege traits of character
derived t'rom long experience of savage lif'e and want of
culture in civilized society will diseappeer, and tne
Americeans will become as polisaed a race &s the Germans."3
Anotner travelier agreed that eveun aviong the plain pecple,
the degree of refinement and sentiment that explressed
itself in German politeness was charming.é

Yet for all the I'rienaliness and goliteness mentioned
in the narratives, it would not e accurete to intimate
that the smerican found all Germans congenial and pleaseant.
There ere a number of decided statements to tne contrary
etf'fect. The students in tne universities found mingling
wits the Uermens aifficult and unattractive. Rancroft

said the people of GBttingzen were “"cold and unsocial.*

:1e claimed that they were "too rond of writing books and

+ Catnerine li. Sedgwick, Letters frowm Abroad to Kindred
&t iiore (New York, 18:<t€ ), op. 177-178.

z

warnel, Szuntering.s, p. 115.

S J. R. Browne, American Fgmily, p. 136.

4 Pitman, Zuyopean Bireezes, p. 95,
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too incapakble cf conversing, having more than enough of
courtesy, and almost notning of actual hOSpiLality.“l
William James declerea that Eerlin was a "bleasx and wi-
friendly place." e cleaimed that people shifted so "between
friendliness anu a drill sergeant's formal politeness" one
never knew wiele ne stood withn them.2 Another aAmericen
student sald that the Germans &at tne universities gept
meinly to themseives, drinking beer, swmoking pipes, and
ighting auels---activities wihicu did not attract the
nmerican.s Apperently, the code of manners existing for
Germen society could become bcectn too formal ana compliceted
as well as too rougn and rowdy toir tie casusal, restrained
smerican studernt.

The yuality that 1I'ell most frequently under tine criticel
eve o' the Americen traveler, end the one to wnich he appliec
the most verbal condemnation, was wnat e labeled & sort of
Gevrmalr conceit. It amounted to refusal to camtenance
eanother's opinion and a strenuous enthusiasi: for thne

Fetherlend to the exclusion of the possible virtue of all

other nat.onalities. Of course, the comments became much

1 Bancroft, Letters, 1, 85.

2 W, Jamres, Letters, I, p. 1lz2.

5 George w. MNagee, eu., An smerican Student sabroed;
frouw the Letters of Magee 1534-1503 (Philacelphia, 19329,
pe. 6Z.
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thicker in the travel nzrratives during and after the
unification of Germany under Frussia. But even as early
as 1lc2G, George Bancroft wrote a letter to & friend
descriving & German witn whom he had been on a walking
tous "rne is," wrote Dancroft, "as all young Germaus,
full of the glories of his country, will talk tco you of
the f'eudel times snd uays of chivelry, cen make you confess,
ir taiking you dumb is making you conf'ess, that the
Deutschen are ccove all netio:rs on eartun, that the Deutscinen
heroes, anu men, and ladies, anc ermies are the best in
the universe, ana is sreaday to cnallenge any mwan who denies
that Deutschne literature excels that ¢t all peoples ana
times."l

Other writers repeated this criticism later on. In
1889, Bbayard Taylor also discussed tiis characteristic of
the Germen. They were, he granted, remarkably courteous,
but they leckea the element of courtesy which enabled them
to listen respectfully to another person's ideas. "being
e people of akstr:ct idees," he wrote, "and much given to
that species of theorizing wnhich breeds intellectusl
egotism, they lack a proper consideration for the ideas

and opinions of cthers. Hence, & mixed c._uverssati:n very

1 bBancrouft, Letters, I, 7O.



often assumes the character of an argumentative combat.
I have frequently heard fzcts denied, becszuse they conflicted
witn some pet theory. A4S an aAmesrican and a Reputlican, I
was constantly lisable to Le assailea by those wno advocated
the monarcalial system---not in the way of courteous inguiry,
but direct attack."l Poultney bigelow reg orted that as a
scnhoolboy at Tfonn, he liked 1is Enpgslish schioolmates but
Iegarded lrussian voys as of "another species in tne human
family.“z

Af'ter the German success in the FYranco-Prussian aar
ana tne victcry of Prussia over Germany, americans comaonly
explresseq tnelir dislike of the German Ieeling ol superi-
oirity in Frussia. Cne traveler, sltnougsih ne swia he forgave
them btecaucse of the tremenuous German triamphs in art ana
literature, relt that they were less agreeable than fosmerly
end iaclined "to swagger and be insolent."3 Motley called

tne first result of a great Frussian victory "a bumptliousness

—— - — - ——

1 Taylor, &at_nome and asabroad, First Series, p. 461l.

2 Poultney rtigzelowv, Prussisn Memories 1864-1914
(lvew Yorxk, 191%), pp. £2-4. This volume should be regarded
with sKepticism. aslthough bigelow Sgent a £00d many years
porior to 1900 in Germany, this book was written and
publisined at'ter the outbreak of orld War I. It is, there-
fore, lieble to a bias under sentiments engeandered vy the
war. bigelow may have remeinbered more in this autoblogrephical
work than actually took place helf & century earlier.

© J. d. bBrowne, Scenes &snd sSensations, p. 317.
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without paraliel" awnong the Prussians.l Other writers of

tne eighties, too, commented upon the aggressive assuraice

Ay

~

of thne Prussians ana the Germans.
This, then, 1is the picture of the German character in
tne nineteenth century as American travelers drew it in
their nearratives. The German was neither all good nor all
bad, the Americans seemed to conclude. :He was good-natured,
Kind, ana frienaly, but he could also appear to be lethasrgic,
f'ormel eand self-acsured. koreover, the American revealed
many mogre of nis conceptions of the nature of the German
people in nis discussinps o' ais coantact witih the customs

and tnhe socical lif'e of Germany.

German customs

German customs presented to the American traveler a
curious mixtusre theat botih appalled and delignhted him. The
traveler might devote pagzes in his narrative to his contempt
for the treatment of German women only to burst into
rapturous pleasure ov=2r the simple celebrations and happy

nature or Germany femily life. e might agree with one

1 sotley, Corsespondence, I1I, p. £29.

£ Gaze, Leisurely Journey, p. 91; Jesse iiilton
Emerson, European Glimpses end Glances (hew York, 138%),
pPp. ll2-1l1l5.
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traveler that German t'elicity seemed to embrace “beer,
pipes, and music"l---the first two of wnien seemed too
coarsely earthy I'or American samiration, but ia the next
brestn he would applaud the joyous cultivatio. of gardens
in Germuny and the German's genuine love of nature.2 Thus,
in the ledg<er tnat american travelers wrote up on Germai
nationel customs, there Were botihh a debit and a credit side.
On the debit side, no custom steceived roie Americen
conaemnation than tne position of women in Germai societve.
It is a curious fact that Americans, who carved a civi-
lization out ol a savage and primitive wildesrness ana winose
wome:r sometimes suvmitted to the grossest physical hard-
ships, snould place the alr sSex oI & mMuCihL Nn..gner iuiag oin
the ladder of human emineace than the germans. Yet, such
indeed was tne case, if one may Judge by the reaction of
american travelers to tne neavy lcbor allotted to women in
Germanv. «as one weiter wrote in indignetion, “Females
could never nave been intended for sucih employments, and

thus to enslave them is a disgrace to any civilized nation."3

1 e e wrignt, Desultoirv Reminiscences, p. 61l.

Ibigd.

S Hiestand, Trevels in Germany, p. 128.
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Most Americans firmly Ttelieved that cermany's tailure
to produce beautitul and charming women could be credited
to the intr'erior position granted to women in German society.
zven in the upper strata of society, most Americens dis-
approved the bacizground status of women. One writer ssid
tiat women took very little part in table conversation,
znu thhat a woman's opinion on any subject was neither
sousht uoir iisteunea to attentively.l Anotner tiraveler
attested to the vulgarity and rudeness witia whica women
were treatea in the street by men ana f'elt this indicated
a fundamental lack of respect for women in German society.
nanotheir wiote, "In the United States, the commoniest boor
will step aside to let a femele pass. IHere the woman steps
aside to let tne wan Hass.“5 One women writer "thauauked the
~ood God... Lpef) es.destiny was cast in a lana where woman

vas cnerished as the 'better portion of creation,' loved

4

and cared for even in old age as well as youth.” Another

female traveler of the eigities chafed at tals treatmeat
o' ner sex in Germeny but f'elt that, in spite of woman's

weniel position in society, the Germen girl was & novice

Brace, dome Lire, p. 194.

horgan, Extracts from Joucsnal, pp. 335-356.

J. R. Browne, american Femily, p. 43.
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Le Vert, Souvenirs of Trave., I, 1l8<.




96
at taxins care of herself in the world cowmpared to an
Americean girl.l She complained that not only did women
accept tne position accorded them, but they perpetrated
this class sy:tem by refusing to "lower tnemselves" to do
some activities taet a resourceful Americen woman took for
srantede.

AS t'or tine Germen peasant woman, american tiravelers
were unstinting in their criticism of & society that
degraded women to the level of beasts of burden. It
oftftended the aAmerican sense of allantry, and pasze after
pase 111 tne travel narratives was devoted to descriptions
of tne Germean pess&ant woman unloading wagons of wood,z>
carrying btricks and buckets of mortar,4 harnessed with a
dog to a cart drawing cearden produce,5 and working in the

6

fields. No travelers of either sex applauded tnis system.

1 Parry, Life Among the Germans, pp. 142-159.
£ Ibid.

o ilorace Greeley, Glances et Eucrope in a Series of
Letters from Great Britain, France, Italy, Switzerland,
etc., Durins the Summer of 1851 Including Notices of the
Great FExnibitioin, o1~ World's Fair (New York, n.p.d.), p. 263.

4 Ballou, Foot Frints of Travel, pp. 310-311l.

© John Insiey EBleir, Foreign Letters (Blairstown,
NO Jo, 1888), p. 29.

& samuel Topliff, Letters from icrosd in the Years
1323-1829 (Boston, 1906), p. 1l5.




It remxinded some travelers of thne institution of slavery
in the south.l Mzrx Twain noted with distaste thut even
age was n» exempticn from heavy lzlor, "---the older the
woran the stronger sne is apparently."2 One &american
tiraveler wrote with vehemence: "I would not lize to be a
Germein peasent-woman. I would much prefer to be a German
ncrse, for hnrees are well treeted and well fed.....omen,
however, receive none of thesce kind attentio.s and con-
siaerations at the nanas of the male portion of the
communiity....onat the caemel 1s to the arat, woman is to
the Germen. Sne 1s made to bear the heevy loads and te
tne working slave of ner master."3

Anotner custom whici seemed indicative >f ths brutality
of _if'e in germany wes duaelings ezt tne universities. Tine
treaitional duel, fouzht by heavily padded contestants and
seldom tatal in resalts, received freygueat rebukes from
thae Americun travsler. It wjas & custom utterly beyond

nlis comrprehension. He did not ceare for the German students

v

of tlie uaiversities, and ne did nct uanderstand the csort of

life the German student led. "The Germzn studenits," wrote

1 Hervert b. Adams, Tne Life and JWritinss of Jared

Eparxs (Boston, 1&393), II, &6; Le Vert, Souvenirs of

© Twain, 4 Iramp Lbroad, I, 126.

© Ruggles, Germany witnout Spectacles, p. 1i%.
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kotley 1. mila despair, "are certainly an original and
peculiar race of kein.s, and can be comparea to notniug."l
To Geosge ELancroti't, they were anyt.auing but genteel. "I
believeda never to have seen any oi my tellow teings so
rougin, uncivilized, and without cultivation," he wrote.

"Tney are yowyg, and therefore wild and uoisy---=-live
chief'ly among themselves, without mixing in society, and
are theret'ore careless in this deportment, awkward and
slovenly."

Tne duels were fougnt tetween members of rivel societies
in tae universities. In the naticnalism of the early century,
they had nad I'aint political overtones, winen it weas pgopular
tec Le a ycung meaen tinged witin liberelicsm ana patriotism---
mild Jacobinism. But arter tne excitement of the Jena

conventio:n, of the Burschenschaft and the assassination of

Kotzebue by & student, the goverinments of Germany clamped
dowil oir them. They were, thercaf'ter, orgenized purely on
the basis oif the varicus Uerman states anad principalities
and devoted their time to dueling, arinking, carousiang,
anc wearing colored caps to indicete membersihip.

It has already teeinn noted thet Americen travelers

tiraced some ot the Germon conservatism to the licence

lotley, Correspondence, I, 24.

2 Bancrort, Letters, I, £9.
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eilowed Uerman students at the universities as a means of
letting off youthful rebellious steam. One writer believed
thct the governmeuts ol Gerrneany permitted the continuance
of the duele, altihough they wel'e tecinically illegal, as a
meeans of airecting the energetic young men into fignting
eaci other, iravner tnen letting thern bLecome Luterested in
liberalism wnich might lead to fighting witihh the govern-
ments.l A8 auother writer put it, "Ihe despctic govern-
ments ol the continent nave made thie discovery that a men's
biyein must let oft, sooner or leater, a certain guaatity of
tne gas of insuboraination; ana by enciuisaging the openliug
of' the kliuster-velves during college life, tney finu that
thne stuff fo1r patriotism works pretty well ofr wiiile the
beard is Srowilg, leaving the graausting schioleirs witih &
sustfeit of vaporing, ready to shave and become oraerly
qujects."z out one treveler £aw another reason for the
existence cf' the cluts ana the duels. ne sazaid that the
"aally and hourly presence of the militery" contrivuted
to thne dueling spirit and fostered an entiusiasm for sword

A
skill.

1 Dwignt, Irecvels, p. 20.

£ Nathaniel E. willis, Hural +fetters_ and Other Records
of" Thoughts at Leicsure (Detroit, 1859), p. 28%,
3

Walter Chunning, A& Fhysicisn's Vacation; os & Sumuer
in zurope (EBoston, 1856), p. 399.

———
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what puzzled Americans particularly was the curious
line of demarcation between the duel tftor purposes of honor
end the auel to destroy another lite. Student duels were
primarily designed tc do nothing more than inflict facial
wounds on one's opponent, & sort of vadge of nhonoi, with-
out wvoing permenent injury. This seemed guite silly to
precticel hmericens. They could see no vslue in sucn a
sport. Lkotley ascsured his mother thst there was no chance
of his returning home disfigured. If an americsn was
chullenged, ne hed the rignt of cnoosing nis weapons,
ena sirnce en samericen cnose pistols or rifles, ana tne
Germans nad an aversion to gun powder, an Amecricsn rearely
was challenged.l Another writer was impressed by the
stirange code wiiicn pronibited permanent damege but allowed
such savagery.2 Ané Nasuy assured nis reacers that the
duel was not "a remarkatly sengulnary affair.”3 Yet the
travelers felt the custom was an ugly sand brut:sl one.
OCne traveler saia that he had gained 2 new respect for
caampiocns cf the ring in the United Stetes. Eismzrck

showed the scars of his student duels end had teen made

1 wiotley, Correspondence, I, 29.

2 C. M. Kirklana, Holidays Abroad; or Europge from
the ivest (New York, 1849), pp. 227-228.

S Locke, Nasby in Exile, p. 627.
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a prince by the Emperor. DBy the same token, the United
Stztes coula meke one or its boxing hneroes a member of
t:e Cabinet.l

To meny smericen travelers imbued witih a rising
teumperance movemsnt of the nineteentis centuryv, the German
consum.tion of &lcoholic beverages was commonly puzzling
ana discoacerting. rsmericens were visibly astonished, in
their narreatives, at tne Germasn: cespacity for beer, ad a
gooa many trevelers commentea, scmetimes witih distiress,
on tne insatiable Germen sappetite for wine aud teer.
George Eancroft ccecnficed to his mother that cometimes,
even on Sunaays, tne ladies put rum in their tea.5 Another
wiiter concluded thet the only thing thet stopped the German
in nis driunking was physicel limitation.4 And of ais first
trip to Germany in 13844, PRayard Taylor wrote, "Ade had &ll
been inf'ectea by the tenperance revival, which set on foot
by the RBaltimore washingtonians had swept cver the Jnited

States. e might have tasted wine as small childaren, but

1 Ruggles, Germany withiout Spectacles, p. 24.

= Charlotte E. Bronson, The Letters of chzrlottie
Erinckerhoff bronson written during Her wedding Journey

in Burope in 13838 with der dusband, Frederick Eronson,
and .iis Niece Caroline urray, to der Mother, Mrs. Jemes

. Brinckerhoff (Cemvbridge, friveately prisnted, 1928), 11,
'97; Ruggles, Germsny without Spectacles, p. 1ll.

1

3\

I

n

S Bancrot't, Letters, I, ©£3-24.

& We w. wright, Dose, p. 249.
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its t'lavor nad veen wholly Il'orgotten, anua we lookeua upon
tne beveraege s a milaer sort ol poison. aher, taneisefore,
We sgw evel'v man witn anis bottle ot Rhenitsh, we were
inex ,resesibtly shocxkxed; still more so, when the servant
askKed us (in Enzlisn) what wine we should take."l

On the otner hand, imericcns were bewilaerea by the
l'act thét arunikenness was uncomrron in Germuny. =lthoush

one treaveler in 1814 maintainea theat soclisty had de-

. [gn
~eneratea in the wars anc drunkenness prevailea,5 and

another called it "ver, fregquent" in 1825,6 most travelers

were surprised &t the slight extent o1 it in the nineteentn
centuxly. "If in ~merica we had the pure wine and sound beer
ot Germeny," conc.uded on wiiter, "we snoula have as little

4 Anotner writer felt that

S

drunsenness here as there.
Liquor only increesed Germarn conviviality. One trav:cler
remalied tnat temperance soclieties seemed totally un-

© . . . .
inecessary, and anotner said that the promotion of

1 Tavlor, At Home and 4brosad, First Series, pp. 31-92.

senjemin Seebonn, eda., Lemoirs of the Life and Gospel
Letours of Stephen Grellet (Fhilaaelpnia, 1860), I, 297.

S Dwight, Irecvels, p. 27.

Jignt, Peoples zng Countries, p. 103.

4
S Beilows, 0ld .orla, I, 126.
6

luegee, ammerican Ltudent, p. 435.
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wine-drinking, in place of stronger beverages, seemed to
increese the temperance of a nation.l

The prevalent custom of smoking was even more distuste-
521 to American travelers than drinking, perheaps beceuse it
interfered more with the traveler's comt'ort. The German
seemed to have & terror of an open window, and many a
traveler recorded his discomfort in the compeny of a German
pipe. &4as one treaveler remarked, "The Germans do not smoke,
they s&are smokea."z Yet another felt it supplied the German
with an assured souice of contentment: "The meerscheum is
his resort in trouble, and its power in uriving away case,
ana in recealling his usual happy disposition, is wonderiul."
‘Another treaveler believecd the German pipe suppliea its
owner with a form of excitement that in the United Stetes
toox shape as a newspaper or "highly-cspiced" politics.4

Nor weire americsns any wore favoralbly impressed oy the
German dinner, which seemed to them to be an inordinately

heavy, long affair. They poked frequent fun at it and at

\ . s i 5
the German's pleasure in tiais daily ceremony. One catches

Tappan, A Step, II, 82.
Calvert, Scenes and Thoughts, Secona Series, p. 54.
dorwitz, Brushwood, pp. £278-279.

willis, Rurzl Letters, pp. 379-380.

O & O D K

dorwitz, Brushwood, pp. 379-380.
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a note of amused tolerance in the travel narratives, but

it is tolerance, nevertheless, of the German emphasis

upon beer, pipes &nd dinner.

Pernaps tie expianstion lies in the rfact that this
germany ol earthly, sensual pleasures did not tulirill the
Americeaun concept of' Germany derived from the early intel-
lectuel impulse. Americsns nad not createa an imeze of
this Germany. One traveler agreed that the reporst of the
GJerman people ana Uerman lil'e by the american tiaveler
dia not alweays duplicate tne concept of German national
lir'e that circulated at home. e telt that the repute of
their pnilosophy end the German immigrent himself did not
take into account the brutal and human side of Gerwran lit'e

1 The image of

ti.at the traveler's expecrience inaicatede.
Germany in the american mind was likely to be modif'ied in
the light of the American expeiience in Germany. Yet all
tinese customs---plus tne uncomf'ortable beds, the primitive

o

living of the peasants,” and the custow of putting dogs

1 Joynes, QOlda Letters, p. 27.

One of the things some travelers noted with con-
sicersable alstaste was the custom of munure plilles in front
of' homes. MWMark Twein was particulasly conscious of this
in the Eleck Forest and developea an ability to Jjudge a
man's eminence in the world by tne size of the pile. '"we
becamre very teamiliar with the fertilizer in the rforest,"
ne wrote. "We fell uuconsciously into the hatit or Jquiug
a men's stetion in life by this outward and eloguent signe.
Sometimes we saiu, 'dere is a poor devil, this is manifecst.
when we csaw & ctately accumulation, we sald, ‘'aere is a
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to work---represented to & greater or lesser degree the
deit =ide or tne ledger as far as anerican travelers and
German customs were collcerned.

There was much to te said on the credit side as well.
No custom delignted Americen tieavelers wmore theain the German
love of nature ana the habit c¢f incorporating that enjoy-
ment into the regular pattern of everyday living. smericans
in the Jnited States had a natural continent &t their
disposel, but nature aad become a thing to be conguered
and subdued and, if necessary, destroved. It was & novel
exgperierice f'or the American traveler to see the German
r€0ple cherishing their natural environment. In witnessing
tne Geiman tamily nappily enjoying its gaildei, thne promenade,
tne public park, or tne beer garden, the american psused
in 1is narrstive, usually, to regercd his own hebits of
life---as will appear more evident in the last section of
this chapter.

americen travelers referred freguently to this German
regard i'or nature. One traveler in 1834 rerarked, "I have
been maci: struck at the pains tiie Germuns take to cultivete

flovers---the windows &are often ritted witn pots contalinlag

banker!' J#nen we encountered a country seat surcrounded
by an Alpine pomp of menure, we sald, 'Doubtless a Duke
lives ner=.'" Mark Twain, A Tramp sabroad, I, 212-213.
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every variety and nave a beautiful effect passing thro' the
streets. Ther seem lovers of nature and simple yleasure.“l
anotner traveler noticed the decoration of reilway stations
witn flower _ardens and flelt it was a "charming featur:."2
anothner was surprised that the Germans, even the German
cnildren, seemed juite satisfied tc csee flowers growing.
Armericens, he szid, had to touch, pick, and turn everytning
Luey saw aund ia the ena destroy tne teauty of the object.
The reacer sees tne elecment of aistrust of aAmerican values
i the following comment by a traveler wno adnired the
Jarkwe s "aow ofteu we regret we do not nueve parks with

st  but there C}n americz] thsy would be useless. In the
nurey, the iusa ol our existence, we have no time to stop
to aamiie and be amused cu tne wag” upwards ana oawaras to
tne captivating 'Paradise of Money'.“4 Another wrote,
"anen will our countrymen and couatrywomen leasn true
wisdom in selation to life out or doors?"5 Stilli anotaer
traveler felt tact the constant presciace of flowers eand

gardens naa a good int'luence on the German cnaracter.

Amory, »edding Journev, 1I, 73.

AVER o

Kirkland, Holidays abroad, p. £23.

cnenning, A Fhvsician's Vacation, pp. 129-130.

Le Vert, Souveairs of Travel, 11, 265.
fames, A Budget Closed, p. 2056.
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John Fletcher .Jdurst, Life and Literature in the
Fat}lerlaxlg (lhew Yorx, 1875), p. 2.
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Ana one americean traveler expressed the common sentiments
of nis feillow countrymen in Germany:
dow desirabl:s such parks woula be in oul largelr citlies,
affording to busiuness men, toiling clerks, hard-woirkiug
laboiers, professional m=a Wno are bound to their
locel ceres by steel tands, and by the stroager
american intensity ot soul, an opportunity daily to
tehold the calm, beautiful face of nature, to be
snaueu by tiie greenlleaves, to be wet witn the down-
shaken dew, to see the greass spriaging and to hear
the birds sing. all people must yield to the Germans
in their heelthy, ardent, cultured love of natucre.
Anotner custom thaat pleased tnhne American traveler was
the charmnins Germen facility for meaiting a loving celetratiocn
out of small famlly detes aznd anniversaries. The German
Christmas was, of course, famous, and americans delizhted
in the Jovous festivity of the holiaegy in Germany.2 No
femily was too poor to have its 1little Christmas tree, the
traveler ancticed, anc its ®scenty store ot canqy, nuts,
ana fruit, and the simple toys t..at the needy people will
pincu themselves otnerwise to obtain."3 And this custon,
also, to some travelers pointed up an emptiness of smerican
existence. Americans might scoff &gt the German's cele-
bration of holidays and tamily celebrations, but one writer
thouzht they helped make life sweeter: "Uur lile, on the

otaer nana, 1is too barren; we oress continually forward,

Hoppin, hotes of a Student, p. 7l.

Gaze, Leisurelv Journey, p. 2°.

S Bruce, Home Life, p. 226; Warner, Saunterings, p. loZe.
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on & hard aot, stony road, neglecting everv tree that
invites us to rest awnile by the wayside."l

The German art oi meking lire a pleasure rather than
an effort was reflected alsc in the German enthusiasm for
music and dancing. The travelers ss8id thet it was as much
& part o tne lire ol osrsdinary people as the flowers and
the parks. "nLverything in Germanry tegins and ends with a
dcace," wrote ons, "end the church celebratiouns are not an
exception."z Lnotier stated tuet Frussian officers danced
csuperbly well for it was considered & part of their

o C 3 . . . ; . : .
military traininge. Another noted tie passionate devotion

oi" Germans to music. "It finds its way everywnere," ne
dec.ared. "There can be no joyous celebsratio.a witinout
it.”4

Tnese customs wiiicia tne americans admired in German
lif'e touch ligitly on the surtface of a whole area of
admiration for the German people eand Germai: society. There
were many customs that tne Americen edmired, but most of
them revolved around the socizl life of the German people

and mast be examined in that comiect.ione.

1 Taylor, At Home and Abroad, First Serles, p. 466.

2 Johnson, Feasant Life, p. Z226.
S Fay, Music Studv, p. 305.
4

He 1i. drignht, Desultory ineminiscences, p. 74.
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German Socigl Life

No exp:erience in Germany probed more aeeply into
amesricen self-conscicusness than American experience with
Gerwan sociul life. This is reflected througnout the
na.ratives, 1in the American traveler's frank admiration
ffor tne German's easy congeniality with f'ellow Germans,
nis envy of the German's skill at social intercourse, and
i1is open suspicion tnat neitner the conditions nor the
actuality of this characteristic ot German lite could be
cuplicuted in the Jnited States. ss one traveler noted,

1 They lived with

thne Gerwmans were essentisally gregariouse.
eacir other and enjoyed it.

The fact that most puzzled Americasns about tnis social
lir'e was that it 1rested upou a clearly defined class
structure that wes repugnant to a sepublican from the
Jnited Stetes. It did not rest on socizl equelity. This
was made perfectly obviocus to tiie most careless traveler
cy the existence of s0o manv titles in Germany, &and tne
American disapproved oi' the system. One treaveler seid
tnat ne could not persuade the Germans that titles were
not necessary to national happiness and successful social

intercourse and concluded, "This love of titles is universal

1 J. 3. Browne, americgn Femily, p. 19.
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awong the Germans."l ancther agreed that it was “difficult
for the German mina to comprehend that we can be in good
Stanalug at nome, unless we heave sone title prefixed to

2 another grenteu that there was "something

our nemes...
grand acout a long line or rulers from one femily," but,
lixe most Americans, sne felt there was "something much
grender in the rise or worth and cheracter into power."
Another traveler noticed thet the same love of titles
existea in austria.

Althougn americens f'elt thet the German royslty and
nokility were particularly plai: eand simple in charecter,
th«y alislikeu the t'ect that the Germans seemea to submit
willingly to the authority and discipline of tnis sharply-
det'ined class syste... Julian .iewthoir'ne wrote: "Eut the
necit or following sutaority and precedent irn &ll conceirns
oi" lit'e grows witn tnem. They will never teel quite saf’e
avouit klowing their noses, until they have seen the written
law concerning that ceremony, sisned end sealed by the King,

and countersignea by Bismarck."® another traveler poliuted

. — ———— — ——— - ——-— — - . ~——

Dwignt, Zizvels, p. 1l25.

Weiney, Seunterings, p. 115,
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out the pertinacity o1 uverman officials for tulfilling

1 and another believed

"Every Jjot and title" o1 regulations,
tn&at or &ll the Germeans, thne Prussians nad the greatest
weaxkness in tals srespect for authority. iHde expressed the
smerican viewpoint when he wrote in 1825: "There is some-
thing in this feeling incomprehensible to an Arnerican,
accustomed, s ne 1is, to see talent and wortih the passport
to success, o1 to fame; something wnich remiands nim ol
oriental servitude, and whicn ma<es him feel that if the
rrussiane are worstiy of freedom, the day of tiheir deliverance
i in the distaat futurity."z

But the americeai traveler was furtner contused oy the
contented mingiing otf all classes. The class structurse
was clearly defianed, but there seemed to be greater freedom
oi' intercourse between one group and another than between
groups in the wvague, ill-det'ined class systen of rnmesrice.
One travelcer commented on the extencsive mingling of the
upper classes with the common people,3 and another admired
1t tc the extent that he felt it was supesrior to an
annatusal and vague republicanicic. e wrote:

Here, no icy, impenstiabl

© parrier cepurates, @s
in =nglenu, the aristocracy f'rom the

comnon&ality; out

1 Emerson, European Gliimpses, p. 50.
2

Dwignt, Iravels, pp. 117-118.

= corson, Loiterilyie in BEurope, p. <20,
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all classes meet togethner unrestrained except by the
pervading sense of propriety, whicn Secure tne noble,
on the one hend, from impertinent intrusion, and the
artisean, on the other, from supercilious discourtesy.

This feature of German society 1s exceedingly
att.ective. Distinction ia rani 1s everywnere highly
valued anc eccusrately derinea; but it is .ot asserted
ia such a way es to give peii to those of humbler
birthe...Is not tiis system, winicn freely gives to all
thellr due, a better ana truer republicanism, thean that
winich, denying all distinctions of renk, &na boasting
an egqualltv thet never existe in nstuvre, yet places the
rore &na less revored classes in mutual repulsion and
antagonism? Genuine ccurtesy of manners, diffused
thiougn & naticn, holding together its different classes
ty tune common bond of human svmpathy and friendaliness,
exerts s rar mosre potent iufluence in smootniug tae
rugged inegyualities of life, then any neked assertation
of democireaetic principles, tenuing to no Kxinaly sresults
in the intercourse of society. The Gerrans possess not
the _ooliticsl freedow whici, we voast; but they far
surjpass us in those minor courtesies, wiiich wéede Up SO
large & peit of social enjoymeuat.

Another traveler wes egually surpsisea at the frienaly
mingiing of groups in Germeny. st home, she sela, aer
wI'ide woulu neve Leen snocked to ¢it next to & nursery

maid 01 & peasant, vut in Germeny, there was no such
reeling.2 Another stuted that at & dance, ladies and farm
nanas dancea togetiler and serveut girls and gentlemen.

e recorded that s Baron saic to him, "Look here, write
home ana tell your folss of the aristocrats of Germany; you

Geriocrats woulo rnot uo that."”

1 Dana, Iransatlantic ITour, pp. 24:--240.

2 amory, Jdeddirg Journey, II, 7c.

3 kegee, wmericen Student, p. l46.
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Furthermore, tne Arerican traveler would plead for a
reforsm in tnis situestion in vein, for he noticed thet the
underprivileged in rank did not seem to find the system
alsagreeacle. They accepted their posit’on witn egua-
nimity. One traveler scid they pocssessed a "perfect
blending ot celf-respect with deference, of freedom with
courtesy," and ne saw no instence or “eringing, servility,

1 Another agreed thet tiae common people of

or insolence."
Germany showed a '"civil ana respectful”" attitude toward
their superiors without wny eppearence ci servility.

The rmerican was perticularly stiuck with the importznce
of tne family in German social relationships. Une writer,
after observinkg Germen family lif'e, felt americean family
lit'e was muca too stift and formel. "There is not in all
my memories, pictures so waism &and glowing, as some of those
t'emilies...where the look and leaenguage of effecticn were
not blurred by thet everlasting formalism énd coldness and
selfishness which hangs over our households."5 Horace

Greeley 1'elt the relationship restea on a courtesy and a

genuine love for one another.4 Anotnelr wiiter said he was

Sedgwick, lLetters, I, 221.
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hitchell, Notes firom over the Sea, II, 65.

Brace, liome Life, p. 26E.
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"chearmed witn their simple, unpreteuti-us mernuer of liviige.."

ana, of course, tne femily played an important snd wonderful
rrole, to the american treavelers, in the numerous feasts and
holidavs of the Germen family.z

Opinion was divided csomewiiat in regerd to the position
of' chilaren in the tramily. Some wiiters commented upon the
t'ondness whicn the Germans showed foir- the children ot the
nation.3 One writer maintainec that the Germans gave
chiiaren & much more important status in tae femily circle
than did smesicean homes.4 On the other hand, idawthorne
telieved tne cnildren were Kepl unoticeably gquiet anu inert
and cald tnat they were subjected too mucia to discipline.5
Another writer declared, "Cnildren are trained to obey.
Insubordimnetion in the ramily or the school is treatea muca
tae same as insuborsdinztion in tne army."

But there was no division of opiniocn in regard to the
family teking its pleasure together. This completely

cnarmed the Americans. The sight of' a German father at

1 dale, Femily Fiignt, p. 165.

2 Teuffel, One Year Abroad, p. 245.

S Lee, Eusopean Days and_wnays, ppe. 8€-87.

4 Husrst, Lite and Ljiterasture, p. £9; J. R. Browae,
ameisicen Family, p. 47.

5 Hawthorne, Saxon Studies, p. ©1l.
6 Lee, buropean Days and Weys, p. 8L,
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2 kteer garden or in & perk, reading his paper, his wife
knitting beside him, and :is children playving at his feet
seemed to tne American travelei to be a delisntful and
beneficigl custom. David Ross Locke telieved tnis suowed
tue unselfisn cnerecter of the German in that he wanted
his f'amily to shaise his recreation wit.a him.l Anotner
traveler wrcocte, "“"Al'ter spending en evening in the garden
they will all get together, end 0 home sins«ing, ana it
sounds beautiful in the stillness of the night.“z Other
tir.velers also spoke of tais happy ramilv reletionsnip
that enabled Germans to play toget’ner.3

In rect, the wnole subject of recreation arousea the
interest &and observeticn of the American traveler. It
was 1in this aspect of his 1lif'e that the German seemed to
enjoy himself more than the american felt his countryman
did. It was nere that tne Americcn felt the greatest sense
of loss with his own civilization. One writer sesia, *OUne
cannot help marveling now they afford o mucn time for

merriment...r4 Another wrote, "In nothing dces Europe

1 Locke, Nasby in Exile, p. 635.

2 Barlosius, Recollections, p. 54.

3 Jackson, Eits of Trevel, p. 10l; Fitwen, Zuropean
treezes, p. 48.

4 Johnson, Feasant Life, p. 366.
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Suow her superiority to Americz so much as in the gayety
of" her people after the toil of the uay is passed....all
tine r'lock preserve tuut neart, and delight in the friskiness
o1 theli. early routh, while age, weariness, poverty, vainly

nd aAnotner was surprised at the joy

seeK Lo opprescs them.
o tne uermans in tinat their pleasures seemed o in-
expensive, simple, and innocent.2 Ana Bayerd Taylor
thougnt Americens mignt prcfitebly imitate the German
customs, to1r American recreation, ne telt, when it did
arrive, tookx on & gquality of excess.3 As one tiraveler
put it, "Thev have found out nere wnat is cisbelieved in
america, ---that the world will continue to turn over once
in acvout twenty-tour nours...without their aid.”4

After witnessing the German at his pleasure, the
Americen treaveler frequently reflected thzt the nervous
energy and hurry that creested smerica's superior political
and meterlal progress did not always provide a contentment.

Wotley found the "utter inanity" that formed the atmosphere

of the average German lire refreshineg af'ter the "noisy

1 Gilbert Haven, The Pilgrim's #allet; or Scraps of
Trevel Getheired in England, France, and Germany (ivew York,
1369), p. 389.

P
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Narner, Saunterings, p. 11l2.



117
spluttering politics whicih constitute our vital elements."l
another traveler noticed that everyone in Germany seemed
happy and conteanted in a leisurely life.z Wrote one American
woman in Germany in the late sixties: “Ot course it is a
well-worn tineme, but ro one can live in this German leand
without longing to borrow some of its capacity for teking
its ease ana influse it into the veins of nervous, hurrying,
restless .America."3

But, althougin some writers felt thet americe might
copy this aamisable feature of Germaen litfe, thev inaicuted
in many stetements thet they were guite certain it was not
as simple as tanat. The vermans, even the Germen peassant,
ccemed to possess o neappiness and contentment thaet bothn
cinarmea anu puzzlea the americen. Gernens leckeu the
neterial comt'osrts ci’ tne poorest citizen in nineteenth
century United States; they nad no sucn cpportunity for
adding to their riches ana their privileges &s existed in
america; they were oppressed oliticclly and prohibited
r'rom any resal degree of participation in formulating the
+O0licies atrfecting their own destinyv. «~nd vet, oune writer

cleimed in bewilderment, "...the hard-pressed Uerman peasant,

1 Miotley, cCorrespondence, I, loZ,.

2 Barlosius, Recollections, p. 1lCl.

3 Teuftel, One Yesar abroad, p. 57.
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in his pent-up villace, has a look of contentment and
cneerf'ulness that oul’ people heve not."l another ss&idg,
" he uermans enjoy life undes all circumstances, zna are
& much nappiler people tnan we, who nhave far greaster mesans
of reing s0."2 5till another wrote, "1 cennot understand
now tne Continentalists get €0 muc:a out of so little.
Contentment 1s more a tning of tempesament, than circumstance,
ena our people nave not tne secret. e mekxe a great deal
of noise, and are very extravagant and dewonstirative in
our pleasusres, but after all, we are the most melancholy
nation undes the sun."3 Another said he did not see uow
a Germen could ever be content in tne United Stetes after
livia, in Europe.4 iHnother claimed thet the German reslly
widesstooa thie pnilosophy of lifle muc:a better than Amer:icans.5

Some travelers concluded that the wezkness in the
structure of american litre leay in its meterial ism. They
feit thaet too much Americen life was more pretension thet

&

glitterea but was not zolde. As one tiraveler wrote at lengta:

There is less senscless luxury, less vulgzar ostentation,
ti.an we Know, ana simple, I'rusal domestic Lif'e is a

1 Sedgwick, Letters, I, 1l64.
2

Taylor, Views a-Foot, p. 108.

(&Y

J. . Drovne, Sights end Sensatiouns, pe. 31l6.

Hemstreet, Zconomicel Tourist, p. 20Cl.

aorwitz, Bruchwood, p. 279.

o O b
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Lee, Turopcan Jzys and daye, p. 8d.
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nationel characteristic of' Germeny. Our tendency is
to the cont.ary. kan does nct live by bread alone,
and mzteriel life ought not to subordinate higher
living. With &ll ous practical tendencies, we ought
to be able to combine the German theories of & simple,
less levorious domestic 1life witn our greacter cowfort,
and yet af'tord opposrtunity foir aigiher culture, freedom
f'rom all gktsorbing lower cares, strengtn for aigher
thougnts.l

another traveler velievea that i pleasant socicl relation-
snips and customs could be cultivited in American Lire,
they would be useful in "counterzctiinyg that tendency to a
sordid materialism, wnich is one of our great national
2

dangeirs. ™

It is perticulearl: significant that the comments
ladiceting an unt'avoraebls contrast of american social life
with Germnea: sociecl lif'e stem primarily from the second
aali’ o' the nliaeteenta century. The majceity of the
later travel narcztives revealed reflecticns of tuls sort.
Throughout the centusy the american traveler was criticel
of a great many Gerwmeil customs. but ae fireguently (and
pernaus inconsistentiy) concluded that in spite of tne
many det'ects in German social liffe anda in spite of the
coarseness and liaeyualities oi Gerwman customs, tae uverman

often seemed nappisr and more contented than tiie americean.

In citing this idea, the Americsn lost his usaal detachment

1 Parry, Lif'e amongz the Germans, p. 63.

[
&

Stowe, Suany lLlemories, II, 36l1.
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ana ocjectivity anc revealed a certain dissatisfection of
nis owun caltuse. dde still grenteda the superior advuntages
of" nls owrn country in regard to political rights, materizl
ccocut'orts, ana opportunity, but ne was besieged with aoubts
wihicnn he witnessed a cnharacteristic of Germeu social life
thet he ffelt als own nation lacked.

Yet sucih comments seem more relevant in the context
of" mmericen thouznt than ia the context of German history.
German existence wes not gquite so idyllic as many samerican
travelels supposed. &t least, Germans were preparea in
large numbers to pull up the roots of their German life
and trensport them to a new world. They seemed guite
willing to trade a loes of contentment for the obvious
advantages oif life in the United Stuates. But after all
tne welghing and the balancing of the advantages and dis-
advantages of life in america and life in Germany, the
Aamericen wondered il pernaps ne had not lost sometiuding of
the beautly of existence in nis tremenaous politiceal aud

economic Zainse.



CHAPTER IV
CULTURE: EDUCATIONL, THE ARTS Ay zLIGICN

The Germany that the pilgrim from America longed to
pay nomage to was the Germany of the mind. as indicated
in an earlies chapter, many tiravelers went to Germany
seeking the personal enscsichment that the national atmospyhere
o’ Goetne, Germen scholarship, and German idealism was
supposed to engender. The castoms and character of the
people interested nim, and perhag s dispelled some of the
romantic and intellectualized glamor forming a hazy aura
aroiind the Americean's image of Germany. But it was not
primarily this side of German life that attracted nim.
Rether, it was the idea of a German glorification of the
mind that disew the scholsi's to the universities and
'amilies like the J. Ross Brownes and the Edward Everett
deles to a year's residence in Germany.l It was the

Germany that Thomas Carlyle wrote of in "The Death of Goethe"

1 0One autnority called this the "prestige of tine miud,"
de wiote: "By the prestige of the mind I mean tneét the value
attacined to tnougnt as thought, to ideas as ideas, the
estimate coif' their scope and potency, &asS elements of experi-
ence 1is extraordinarily high; and that the part wailcn they
in conseygaence have played in modern German civilization is
extiraordinacrily high.‘ C. id. Hderford, "The Intellectual and
Literary nistory," Germany in the Nineteenth Century
(hanchnester, 1912), p. 69.
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w.aen ne eyguateu tne "higher literature of Germany" with the
"hi_ ner literature of Europe."l

Tne roots for Germany's nineteenth century eminence in
intellectual and cultural achievement were part of the
ma,ificent development of Germen litercture, philosopny,
ana music in the eignteentn century. BEurope, and in
consequeince .mericz, becezme conscious of German literature
wnen the worig or Lessing, Klopstock, derder, Goethe, and
Scnillier moved across national boundasies into the proviice
o1 western civilization and when tne Komantic School of
Ricnhter, Tieck, and von Hardenburg intf'ected English poets
with the new ideacs of the natule and function of poetry,
beauty, and thne individual. The world tecame conscious

ot Gesrman tnought when Immanuel Kant's Critigque of Pure

Reason &aild ciritigque of rracticel Heason snook philosopaice

circles and when Ger.aau transcendentalism captured the
imag.inetion of severa. generations in the nineteenthn
ceutury.2 Tne music ot Bacn, Handel, i&ozart, Haydn, &and
teethoven estalblisnea Germany's reputation forever in tast

Leancn o1 the arts.

1 Thomes Cailyle, "The Death of Goethe," Criticel cudg
Miscellaneous_ Lrssays (Centenary Editiocn, London), 11, 36%.

£ The historical background nhere is based on J. G.
Robertson, "Litersature in Germany," Cambridge iodern History
(New York, 1907), X, 383-412; Hderford, "The Intellectuel
and Litersary Histoiy," Germany in the Iiineteentn Century,
Hie 25-77.




Gradually, the interest in German schnolersnip,
phiiosopny, enc literature penetrated the American
cousciousness. LThnere viere twe 1outes of dissemination
of" Germeny's bvurst or inteilectuali &na artistic activity,
one direct, the other indirect. First of «zll, the ezrly
sciolars in Germany brought beck witn then the principles
and lidesals of Germsn scholarsnip. Ticknor anu Everett,
forr a time, Jjoined tne iarveard facualty. In lc29, Cogswell
anno EBancroft set up tne RKound dili Scnool at Nortnampton
whicn simed et imitating scue aspects of the Germean
5zmnasium.l Added to this samericean importstion of Germen
ide&as in lesrniig and scholarsiip were the energies of
two German politic:.i irefugees from the ccuservetive reaction
of the early 1820's. Kail rollen and Karl Ekeck arrived
in Americe in 1&Z4, uf'ter being driving out of Germeany fcu

o
their pasticipation in the Eurschenshaften.” Beck became

an instiuctor in Latin, tfirst a Round idill School and then

1 Germany was xnown 1ln eignteenth-century america,
of course, and Germen immigrents had estesvlished German
lenguagse newspepers. These were not, nowever, motivated
by the cultursl im_ulcse associated with Germany in the
late eighteentn century. See albert Bernhardt Faust,
"Non-Engiish writinge: Germen," Combridgse :istory of
Americen Litersture (New York, 1921), IV, 57£-590.

2 smericen literary historicel background tased on
Samuel Lee wolff, "tcholars," Cambridse aistory of smericsen
Litersture, IV, 444-49]1.
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at iervard, and Follen Lecame the first instructor in the
germen languacse &t Harvard.l By the thirties and forties
the stream of immigrants i'leeins from political oppression
i Germgny increased, and they carried a familiarity with
German culture to western United States when they settled
in Ohio, Illinois, and Iuissouri.8 The indirect route of
tne spread of German inf'luence was through England.
Transcendentalism came from Germany through Coleridge znd
Carlyle and, modif'ied by indigenous american characteristics
and tempe.aments, swept thirocugih american taought like a
prairie rire.3 It is not surprising then that Wwilliam
Ellery Channing wrote enthusiastically of the Germans:

"I'he grandest principle i.: our man's nature, the sense
of' the int'inite, seems to te more developed in them, &nd
their writings express a deeper consciousness, a keener
perception of' the unity of the universe.*%

Thie intellectual eminence of Germeny was duly
Irrecognized and &edmired by the inmerican traveler. Student

af'ter student bowed in dererence to Germen profundit:r, to

1 wolff, "Lcnolars," Cambridge ristory of American
Literature, IV, p. 453.

£ Ibig., pe. 451.

S Vernon Louis Ferrington, Kain Currents in American
Tnougnt (New York, 1927), I1I, 482.

4 Channing, Lemoir, III, 307.
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Germun thorougnness of scholersuip, and to German faellity
for metasphysics. Ticknor marveled at the fifteen nour day
of grueling study at GUttingen.l Celvert wiote that
kKnowledge was nowhere valued as nighly as in Germany.
"howhere," he sziu, "are tnere so many men witih empty
pockets and 1rull heads."z Another student stated tnat
".o.1in every breanch ol leearning, speculaticn, and intel-
lectual culture, Germany is leauing tne marcn of the
mind.“5 william Jemes descrited a class of scnolers
common in Germeny, but rare, ne felt, in americs, "of men
to whom leegrning nas ptecome &s& natural as breathing."4

As might be expected, the aAmericen traveler had a
Zreet deel to s&y esbout this sspect of German life. No
palt of the subject provoked more cocmment than German
educetioii, which the travelel saw as & concrete example
o' the "prestige of the mind" that constituted an important
element of the americen imace of Germeny. DBut the traveler
¢lso geve recognition to the development of the &arts and

expressed & concern with the state of rel.igion in Germany.

1 Ticknor, Letters, I, 76.
2 Calvert, rirst Years, p. 176.
S Joynes, 01d Letters, p. 37.

4 w. Jemes, Letters, I, 110.
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Educetion

nslericans have treaualtionaily placed great feith in the
power ot universecl eaucetion to provide a solia basis for
democracy by creating zn enlightened &anda intelligent
electorate. This 1aitn, releted in pre-Civil Wer deys to
tne velief in progress and the perfectibility of the
individudl, expressed itself concretely in tne reform and
expensicn that cnaracterized educaticnul development in
tne United Stetes in the nineteentn century. The first nalf
o' tue century witnessed & tremendcus growth in colleges,
palticularly in the west. The Jniversity of Virginis &nd
tne University of kiciileen, as well &s otier state uni-
versities, were founded in the first halt ¢t thc nineteenth
century.l Experimental schools were established like
Eronson alcott's lemple Scnool of the thirties &and the
Round dill School orf Bancrof't ana Cogswell. In the three
aecades tefore the Civil WVar, colleges like Western Reserve,
Obesrlin, antioch, end alvicn sprang up in the west, anorece
Mann tecame the t'isst Superintendent or Public Instruction
in the State of hassachusetts, zund the fiist teacher-

tiain.ing schools opened their aoors.z

1 Elwood P. Cubberly, Public Educstion in the United
States: & Study and Interpretation of smerican Educationel
distory (New Yousk, 1934), p. 272.

2 Ibic., p. 269.
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Americans naileu, natura:ly, the development of
educalional institutions in Germany &and ovelieved this
development woulc ultimately liberate Germeny, folilowing
the pattern of the United States, from the despotism of
unlimitea monarcny. .hen Germany failea to achieve tnis
destiny, but meintained throushout the century &a hign level
of’ educationel development, iamericun ffaith in educetion
was cseverely tested. Thus, the Uerman educatiovonal systew
was one t'actor that contrituted neavily to s~merican
dalsappointment in the nineteenth century unification of
Germany. s4americeans learned the bitter lesson tnat a
government of f'osrce and power coulc strengthen its control
throuzsh the agency of putiic educstion just as erriciently
as could & democrautic governmente.

Thne earlvy nineteenth century reform in the German
educctional system was pairt o1l the determined ref'ormation
o1t tne stetes ol Germany in the years 1307-1814. Tae
advocates of ietrorm hoped to arouse scme sort of respectzable
opposition to kapoleon. Tnhne movement was led by Prussia,
but it arfecteu uall the german states, tor it primerily
strengthened and Lavigoratea the principles of state

educetion already widel;y accepted in Germany.l School

1. E. Sadler, "The distory or Educatioun," Germeany
in the Ilvineteenth Century, pp. 108-109.
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attenuance nhad been made compulsoiv in several of the derman
States auusing the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and
£chools zua universities aad been declarea state institutions

in 1794.%

The impact of scientific tnought nad created «
considerable spirit of wumolested investigation to a large
extent in tne Germen universities.2 The statesmen of
Frussia who assisted at the i1ebirth of the German spirit
noped to countinue thne construction of a stete svstem of
educalion on this roundation. Training scanools for teachers
welre estoullisnea t salse teaching to a professivnal status,
tile gymhasia were foundea to pirepaire capeile students 1ror
the universities, end tne University oi cerlin was opened
in 181C as &a state 1nstitution.3
The amesiicean was nstusrell disposed to 1ook with
inteiest upon thise movement. The state's acceptance of
The responsitility Ir'os the educatiocn of its citizens was
in line witih the philosopny behind the Land Crdinance of
178% whic: reserved some public lana for the support of

public education.4 It &elso concurred witn Thomas Jefferson's

1 Sadler, Germanv in the Nineteenth Century, p. 107.

< JTpbid., p. 108
3 Ibig., pp. 109-110.

4 The Land Crdinance of 1765 reaas, "inere shall be
resesved tne lot ioe 16, of every tcwnship, fosr the
maintena.ice of ,ublic schools witnin seiua townsanip..."

Samuel Eliot icorison, ed., Sources wnd Cocumentes Illustrating




notions on the necessity or public education of the
"natural aristocireacy" which advoceted the founding of

1 in

elementary and seconaary schools &t public expense.
the light of this fact, it might be anticipated that

educators composed a substantial sezament of the rimericaas
who traveled to Germany in the nineteentn century. aside

from tne ew Lngland scholars and the more obvious names

}.J

ike lorace Mann anda Calvin Ellis Stowe, there were
tr:velers like Hdenry rhilip Tappan and Jemnes Eurrill Angell,
plresidents ot the uUniversity ot Licnisan, and Andrew Dickson
A#hite, president of Cornell University. As one Awmerican
travelsr expressed tne American intz2rest in educztion,
Y"...the cry among as is =till for schools, schools es-
tablished on & f'irm basis."z This sentiment sent americans
abroau to study Geiman educatione.

The conviction tihat the German educztional system,
particularly in Prussis, would eventually overtnrow
autocracy was expressed by many american traveiers. 0Une
ffelt thet thoush it was not liiely to come soon, the future

licerty of the peopls was assured it the exXxcellent school

— - —— —

the americean evolution 1764-1788 and tne Formation of the
Federal Constitution (Second Edition, Oxford, 1929), p. 206.

L Thomas vefferson, Letter to John sauams, October Z2&,
12813, willard Thorp, bMerle Curti, ana Carlos kaker, eds.,
Lmericaen Issues: tne Social Record, I, 195.

£ Griftin, Impressions of Uermany, p. 244.
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svetem lasted for a ceutury.l Another remarkKea that Prussia
aia indeed nave & military despotism. "but," he wrote,
"anotner and more powerful army is srising in Frussie; end
its spreading tents are tne scnool houses of tuae land.
Prussia nas cstaclished perhaps the most perfect system of
populdar euucat.ion in the world."? Anotner wiiter of 1833
was convinced that people so educeted would never be content
witii a share in the economic life of the state that consisted
of" potatoes and blacik bread.® One traveler expressed
surpiise at the educational progress ot Austria. "Fernaos
the visitor from tne Lorth," he claimed, "who has expected
to r'inu & lana of despotism and darkness, is surprised to
aiscovesr tnat the common people are the most carefully
educeted oi any country in Burope, except rrussia....The
system comprehends primary and real school, gymnasia, and
normnal establisnments for teachers, anada is very similar
to thet of Prussia..."4 bven &s late as 1851, one traveler
t'elt that the eaucated people oif Uermany would eventually

liberalize their goverament by a stiruggle greater than any

1 Dpwight, Travels, p. 252.
2 Orvilie Dewey, The Cld .orld and the New: or a
ournal of Reflections and Cbeervations lade on a Tour
of Europe (New York, 1836), I, 176.

S sedgwicic, Letters from 4broad, I, 171.

1 Corson, Loiterings in curoge, pe. 2239,
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tnat preceded it.l Anotner believea tnat Germany had
succeeded in conyguecring tine French in 1871 because their
sSuperior eaucuat.on enavlea them to "act more efficiently
end intellicently.n®

Nor aid the americean traveler flinch at conceding
that the German school system and the German university
were superior to ais own nation's. He frankxly stated that
the balaunce in tnis case swung in favor of Germanv. "io
Zzovernment, " maintained EBancroft, "x<nows so well how to
cireate Universities ancd high schools as the Prussian."3
dorace lann ranked Frussia, Saxonv, anda the southwestern
German states in the t'irst three places for the superiority
of their educationel systems.4 another traveler callea the
Piussian systeir the "most pertrect in the world."5 Anotner
traveler felt that tne United States was “very mucn benind®

Germany in regard to the perfection with which instruction

is imparted."6 One writer bemoaned the fact that American

A Vieit to Rurope, II, 343.

p——2

Silliman,

Henry . Fiela, From the Lzkes of Killarney to the
Golden dorn (New York, 1888), p. l4l.

S Eancroft, Letters, I, 90.
ann, nhevort, p. 31l.

Carson, Loiterings in Europe, p. 256.

o O b

Fisx, Iravels in Europe, p. 4L7.
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scnools trailed to prouuce the intellectual enthusiasm that

1

ne ffound in German students, and anotner ftelt, af'ter talking

witn German students, that smerica was "playing with

ne

educatione. Austriea, too, came in for her share of the

Americen traveler's admiration for ner excellent school
system.'

The universities received special tributes. Tappan
believea america could create universities at once if the
Jeople had the energy anda the will. EBut ne claimed in 1852,
"awe nave not got iu our country one University."4 A
Americen student in a Gerwman university wrote wistfully,
"1 wisi we haq Jniversities like these &t nome; a man can
study here anytning tnat ne wante to in the whole range of
science."b andrew Jilckson wiite saiu that he saw nis iaeal
0" a4 university not only realized, tut extended and gloritied
in Germany "... with renowned protfessoss, witn ample lecture-
halls, with everytning possible in the way of illustrative

materials, witn lavoretories, museums, &nd & concourse of

Brace, Home Lire, pp. 176-179.

Parryv, Lite smonsgs the Germans, p. 20.

Z. Eeneaict, 4 _un thirougn Europe, p. 324.

Tappan, 4 Step, II, 67.

O » G N K

Magee, Americen Student, p. l1l4°.
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1 william James maintained

2

voutns from ail parts ot the world."

the opportunities ftor studyving were "superbd" in Germany.
Americans felt tnet the teaching in Germa. scnools and

uaniversities was o & nigher celibre than teaching in Americau

schools, and tnhne idea o1 teacher training schools appealed

to dmericans. wirote one american educeter, "...the science

and art of teaching ought to be & regulecr brancn of study

in somc or our academies and high scaools, that those who

are lookingz forward t> this prot'ession meay have an oppor-

3

tunity of stuaying its principles." Another traveler agreed

that teaciers iu Germany were pgparticularly ritted for theldr
pror'ession because they were especielly trained ftor it.4
AS one writer saw it, "leacidns is, in Germany not a mege-
snitt, btut a proifessiviie It 1s stuulied as a science, unuer
tie supesrvicsion ot the zovernmeant, representeu vy learned
ana capektle men....I'he teacner is almost invariably a person
of high =ocial station, &and deservedly so. The position ne
holds is oune winicih cannot be reached except by scholarly

.
. <
and pecrsonal merit.”

1 . . . R s . y -
Andrew Dickson wnite, autouviography (New York, 19057,
1, 251

2 . James, Letters, I, 121l1.

3 celvin Ellis Stowe, Report on Elementary Fublic
Ipsteuction in Europe; Edgar Wallace inight, ed., Heports
onn_Europeen Education (vew York, 1230), p. 309.

4 Hurst, Life and Literature, p. 79.

° Lee, Zuropean Dzys and ..ave, p. 9.
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American opinion on the Germzn student was somewhsat
dividea. Many trevelers descrited him, particularly ia
the Gzsrmen universities, as sorer, industriocus, and
ilnitellectuel. One writer claimea tanct the German student
waue tne most studlous of any sroup he had ever seen.l
Anqtner descrikbed the students as "verv atteative" during
lectures;2 still anotner cleimed they had "intellectusal
faces" ana freguently wore glasses, indicating tne.ir
scnolerly activity.3 Yet another saia taat in spite of
the idea in tne aAmerican feminine mind thoat Ucrman stuueats
were romentic creatures, he felt wanen ne saw tnem tanat tney
were guiet ana sciolarly aypeariug.4 A T'ellow student
anmclg taem clailmed they were "...all earnest, sober looking
st o1 roung men, oluer and graver, =nd vastly more learned
then one would meet in a Univeisity Iin America."5

Cn tne other hand, these descriptions do not tally
vers well with tne concept of the beer-drinking, duel
ficating, coarse-living youtis Americans found so distaste-~

f11l in other connecticns. There weXe plenty of comments

- S—

1 Dwight, Travels, p. 1l:4.

< Sillimen, A Visit to_ Euiope, II, 283.

S Sessicn, On the Wing, p. 239.

4 7. .. browue, Sights_ana_Sensativns, p. 280C.
5

Joynes, 0Olc letters, p. 335.
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throughout the narrstives to support this oicture zs well.
As one traveler put it, "It is foolishnly supposed that
taness voung men com- aere to study, btut I am heppy to
courrect such &n ersor; they are too sensible to lose the

wl Ctiler writers

heyday time ci lit'e over mustyY bLOOKS.
telieved tnet tne German student was a very rouch aend wild
inaividual.2 Yet pernhsasps Longfellow desclriled the situstion
accUiately and clesred up tnis wppalent incounsistency when
ne sald thet botn tire unwcestrained, lusty Germoa youthh and
thie nasrd=-working il.teilectual wzie typical ot tne German

stuuents. ... .u0me &l'e scaolers," he wrote, “"and otnesrs

—

nigh, wild rellows."a

In zuaition to ails comment upon the regulesr school

Syster, thne amesricell travelel expresced rreat interest in

i

WOk bellly doue in Germeny in special schools of vearliocus
corts. Tnis interest wase part of the pnilenthropic move-
ment in tine reform period in the secornd quarter of the
nineteenth centusy, when aAmericone vecome corncerned gbout
tiie cere anu training of the tiind, the deaefl zna dumk, the

rneeane, the prisoner, asnd tne slsve. Calvin Ellis Stowe

1 .

e W. wright, borg, pp. 268-2¢9.
2 Grifrin, Impressiors of Gernmeny, ppe. li-15; durst,
Lite ang Litereture, p. 11%; J. R. prowne, americen Family,
Pre 154-1t7; Fitmen, IZuropean breezes, p. 87.

= Saruel Longtellow, ed., The Lite of renry .vadswortn
Longiellow with Zxtiacts f'rom nis Journale and Correspondence
(toston, 1886), I, »p. 16€-1€7.
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devoted scme time to comment upon tine remalrkcble worx aone
in reform scnools in Germany,l alid oth:r writers desciibved
the work of scnools 1ror tne deef anéd the blind znd homes
ffor aeliaquent caildren.z another writer was impressed by
the time ena ceare spent in training young girls in "domectic
educstion" which the germans dia not seem to I'ind "“incompativl
witih high sef'ilnement and cultivation."3

But what probebly drew the most signiricant remarks

in tnis bianca of educztlon was the exj;hasis apon

precticelity and functionalism in many of the Germen special

scnools tn&at palrticulacly suilted tae nnerently pragmatic
outlooi 01 tane salnesricen tiraveler. Tiirllers describiec the
Vienna Polytecimnic Zchool and tiae Agricultursl Collesge at
Hohenhcim.4 another tieveler felt that the tiraining in
agriculture given to voung men et Darmestadt would eventuclly
nave an uplirting ef'f'ect upon the peOple.5 Even in the

regular elementary schools, one writer maintained that

1 Stowe, Report, p. Z£67.

£ Mann, Report, pp. 10, 19; willis, dural Letters,
pe 2L5; Nathaniel P. #illie, A& cummer Cruise in the
weaiterrsnean (Detroit, 18653), p. 1l24.

S Sedgwick, Letters from sabroac, pe 149.

4 Teuffel, One Year Abrogad, p. Tc; woillis, Summer
Cruise, pe. 123.

S Jonnscn, Feegsant Lijife, p. 307.




137
great attention was paid to "those studies mcest likely to
be of use to the pupil in future i1ife, as for example, the
modern lengucges, mathemetics, civil engineering, geogiraphy,
drawing, book-keeping, natural pnilosopny, geology, etc."
ne also felt that cdue regard was paid to the student's
health.l

Although Americens gZenerelly f'elt German ecucation
wes superior to Americen, they aia not accept the German
educstionel system witahout reservetions. They admired it
intensely gnd cendidly pointed out its specific superiorityr
to tne Americen system, as indicated in the foregoing
comments. Fut they were equally free and 1r'rank in their
criticisms. A good many things seemed wiong to tnem 1n
Germen educeztion, wihicn,for a few travelers, added up to

8 realization that educzticn iteelf was not enough for

tine libersticn of men from golitical oppressiciie Knowledge
2lone, they realized, did not necessarily impart wisdom,
end Knowleage coula be used as effectively by the desot
as bty the democracye.

One factor in Germainn educeticn that smericans could
not accept was cstate control. OState support they applauded,

but stazte ccntrol they could not tolerste. Even in 1847,

1 J. BR. Erovme, Americen Femilv, p. 163.
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one writer recognized the development ol zit, letters ond
sciences in Germany anaer tne educeticn system, but he
coula not 1orget tne ract tnat the scincols and universities
were "regerded &s an instrument ol goveriunent" ana werse
"moulded to produce uniformity of religicus and political
opinions accordiing to tne ruling standard."l Tappan &lso
recognizea tnis btasic incompatibiiility with the american
iceal or education.z Cne writer conciuaed tact tiie
excellent educat.ional faciiitlies oi Germany were essentisally
wasted since politiczl freedowm and activity welre denied
tc the people.3 de felt, in addition, that the "trectment
or' politice in Gesrman universities was...more mecnenicel
gnc If'ormel tnen vital...ﬂ4

Althnougn earlier writers heaed ceautiously adumised the
nat_cnel spirit or patriotism wnicih German schools sttempted
tc erouse in Germau youth,5 later writers were concerned
oveis tne ract thet Uermans werse 1ot encoureged, nor in scme
cases even allowed, to think. Some writers mainteined thet

Germans, tor ali their profound tnoroughness and scholarsaip,

Wheatoun, "Progress ana rrospects," p. 48.

Celvert, Scenes and Thoughts, Second Cferies, ppe. 40-41

.h(ﬁh)l—*'

Calvert, rfirst Years, p. 201.

= Stowe, Report, p. 25&; Toylor, Views A=-Foot,
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lacked an inherent quickness oif percepticn that might have
mede them more sensitive to tne political situetion.t
snother claimed that thie emphasis ugon tnoroughness had
not led tc any "active intelligence" ian them that would
it them for a democratic government.z

The whole concept of specialization in the German
univessities arew the criticism of the travelers, particu-
larly in the latter pwurt of the nineteenth century. Jne
claimed that a Uerman university was a "rather depressing
slace...to one who is conscious of kuowing notning in
pasticuleas, and uaaviig only a genceral snattering of a lot

—

or’ things."o denry ademe bLelieved thet the "mental ettituae
ol tne University [Eerliq) was ot of the Americsan world."4
~lid, &lthcusgh Americans had edmisred thne teaching in Germran
ecnools, protessors in Germen universities 1receivea criticism
as well as praise. sndrew Lickson «uite =aid that the
lectures of Leopola von rRanke coula not be tollowed vecause
the lecturer tvecame soO absorbed in his subject that e siw.ly

no

"mumbled thiough a rhapsodye. Another tiraveler maintained

1w, James, Letters, I, 121; Parry, Lite Among tine
germens, pp. 132-209.

2 Brace, Home Life, pp. 59-60C.

Fnillips ¥rooks, Letters cof Trzvel (llew York, 18&8294),

. hAdame, Ekducwtion, ;. TCe

Y .anite, autebio,rephy, i, S
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tnet American proressors could take no worse models fou
imitstion then protessors in German universities.l
In tact, the whole concept of specializetion and
tnorougnness as practiced in the German univelrsities was
at odds witi the inherent American pragmetic outlook. The
guslity theat aAmericens praised in the technical and vocation-
2l schools of Germany thev found wanting in tne universities.
1ne vast knowledge the Germen schnolar acguired was value-
less, according to the americen, it it had no practicel
value in the affeirs ot life. ae coula admire the German's
scnolarly ewminence ana erudition ane, indeed, ne aid; but
the emphasis upon distilleu intellectueiism in German
educction was not palatable to one nineteentn century
AmeIr'ic&ane. This treaveler ana student in a German university
wirote zt length on this subject, and his discussion seeuws
peitinent here in that it indicates tihe waning interest of
Americen thouzsht in German emphasis upon the pure "“prestige
of the mind" and the i’ise of pragmatism. ile wrote:

There cen be little doubt that the German university
svstem is & far broader theoretical plan of educsation
than any our own land as yet Lossesses, &nd may ac-
complish & rer more perfected educaticnal result; but
generally viewed it 1is the =till hive of vest erudition,
rather than the school of practicsl &nd beneficient

learnins. A feithful student comee out of the
university halil with nis docteorate in .is nend, his

1 Joynes, Cld Lettess, p. <l.
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head alimost gray, and nis eyes blurred with toil; he
1s more protoundly learned than meny oi our college
profiessors ana presidents; but he looks cbout nim
weary anu veacanut, ané what shel!l ne aof a¢ cennot
teacih tne ignorent and yowi, ne who has been for
yeers walXing 1n zapt trance with the sovereign minds
of the past; ne cannot preacihh or spesakx, for the fire
and emcition of outer acticn has died within nimm; he
has becocme & scholar, and nothing ktut a scholar, and
therel’ore he must go on, and prepare himself ror sonme
scholar's position, also struggled for by a hundred
others, 0l starv€e.. e

The German university athors superficislness and
is the 1idins-place of profound science;...but does
it not sometiwmes fail in practicalness both of a direct
an indisect netare, even vecoming in that respect
singularly inferior to the aperican aniversity system?
Does it not fail in the communicaticn of its deep
intellectueal lire with the i1iviang, true ana generouas
uses of lewrninz? Is it not tco muen lide & 1'esSql1'volir,
insteau o1t a fountain?....

«..dis [the German's) thoucht is far cireliug wud
circultous, and while aiming alweays at exhaustion of
tae subject wnd profundity, loses ia tne moment of
cspeeking or coaversaticn the clectric powes over other
minas. wevse wes thls more pleainly illustratea tnan
at tne uneventful Union Diet acla lately at Frankfort
ol the Anine, where lcarned orators c¢.ouagsuued mont.as
over practicel provtlews of leglislatiown, wWilcia a
lussacnusz=tts or connecticut member of the ..ouse of
Representatives would have clearly solved iua as many
days.’..

Germany must and will have & profound iat'iuence
o1l AMesica, fornming & resistless intellectual gravi-
tation, for Gerumany is the land of the free and fearless
use of Reason....but let america not yield her own
divine birth-right to think, reason, and pnilosopinlze
to Germany, or ailr other land. Let not America be
ashanea of herselt, of her own independent mentality,
of her own avility to arrive et the truth, and thus,
possessing the nealthier elements of practicality,
and of a fzith btoru of humility, while leerning from
Jermany, Sne ia;” teacil ner teacher, whom much learning
has sometimes made mad, or ¢t least produced a far too
absovlute and conf'ident idez of philoscphy.l

1 Joynes, 014 letters, pp. 13-C9.
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Disillusionment with German “"prestige of the miand" did
not come all at once nor did it ever destroy completely
American aumiratliou for the German university «nd the German
syestem of educetion. In fact, the late nineteentih centucy
caw the full blossonming of the University system in america,
with aormal schools and vocational and special schools an
eccepted part oi the American educatisn systeme The Gerwan
va8tem of' gracuate study leadins to a rh. D. degree was
inaugurated first at Jonn Hopkins in 18'76,l and Am-=rica
naa vet to import from Germany the kindergarten and the
derbartian methods of teaching.z

The conf'lict between tne "practical" educcztion, embraced
Ly tne strons pragmetic strain in nmerican taougnt, ana tne
*"thorough" education, dictated by &« traditional admiration
f'or the thougnt and culture of Burope, has reged, under
various terminclogy ana over various 1issues, to this aaye.
The remar:iieble f'act for the purpose of this thesis is thet
the treavel narratives of american experience in Yermany
ret'lect rotn elements in American thought: the magnetism
of Europesn intellectuel eminence and the magnetism of
Anmerican practicality. The American admired the German's

prodigious mental labor; he also likeu the fuactional

Cubberly, Public Education, p. 65&Z.

[l

~ Ibiae. s PP 449-461.
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aspect ol uUerman speciel schools. The american favored
tne exhaustive nature or German learning; he frowned upon
its isolation from tne afiairs of men.

Cne otiner aspect of samerican criticism of the Frussian
eaucetional system in the late nineteenth century must be
meutionea belf'ore turning to the caltivation of tne arts in
Germany.l Some American travelers noticed wita disgust the
discipline of tne German school room. ©One writer c&lled it
the "old ft'asnion ot cutl'f'ing ana kuocking."z rlenry saaems
described his conception of it af'ter spenalng some time in
a ferlin seconaary scinool studyins tne Germen language. .le
wrote, "The neac-master was exceilent in nis Prussian way,
ans tne otnesr instructors were not worse than in other
schodole; it was their system that stiucili tne systeudess
Americen wit.. horror. The arbitrary tiraining given to the
memory was stupefying....The German government dida not

. 3 s v s
encouzrase reasoning." Foultney Eigelow wrote of his

lOne frequent criticism of UGerman schools in American
travel nasiratives was tne lack of ventilation in the school
room. The scinool children were reported to be pele and un-
healtny frcm the Serman horror of aamission of fresn air
into & rcom auring the winter. N#illis, Rural Letters,
pe 2613 n. adams, Education, p. 72; iawthorne, Saxon
Stuaies, p. 2.

o

< Johnson, Peasant Life, p. 26l.

S 4. Adeams, Education, p. 738.
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eXperience 1in the Prussian school system: "...I learned to
applreclate the wholly impersonal brutalitv of the
consclientious Frussiza drill-master, snd in later years,

I accepted the existing order of tin.llgs as being probably
well adepted to the particular people over whom this method
is mainly applied.“l

These comments repiresent the views of american travelers
tovard the German educational systewm, as one aspect of German
calture. They were egually explicit, thougih not nearly so
detziled, in their reactions to tne cultivation of the aits

in Germany.

Literature and the Arts

while the American moditftied nis enthusiasm for German
education in the course of the century, he never ceased to
a,/ ree that the system, leaving sometuilng to be desired in
its ef'fect upon politicel lif'e, cultivated a genuine
enthusiasm ror the arts in Germany. German airtistice
development put tihe hamericans to shame, the traveler seemed
to feel. cmerson had called for a truly national litersturc,
expressiing the native culture and individualism of the

United States.z He inmnundeted tne nation with a wave of

Bigelow, Prussian kemories, p. 8.

2 Ralph wealdo Emeison, "ThevnmeriCan ocholar," Pni
Eeta Kappa Address deliverea at darvard, 1857.
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cultural nationalism whici came to grips with the belief
that tne artist in the United States must copy EBuropean
mwodelis. Nonetheless, this could not efface the notion of
tne rsmerican tiraveler in Germeny tnest people aad a greater
ana more refined appreciation of the arts than the United
oStates anda that the century long culturel neritage of Europe
gave substence and boay to nineteentn century German artistic
ecnieverent. American arts and letters seemed geuche and
uaformed by comparison.

The American traveler often expressed tnis ..otion in
hig travel narrative. "I am disposed to thnini art nsas
reacned a nigner grade of cultivetion in Gerineny now, than
in any other country,"l concluded oneAmerican. inother
traveler ezreed taet tne Germens possessed a mucn nore
intense enthusiasm for art. In addition, she felt, they
united that enthusiasm with perseverance and energy so that
they actually became learned in the arts.® "Germans are in
advance of the whole world," wrote anotner, "not only in
the universality of education, but also in the severity of
culture...."3 James Fenimore Cooper discussed the subject

atl some length in nils narrative concerning a trip to Germany.

Brace, idome Life, p. 151.

£ Eames, A Budget Closed, p. 243.

S Wignt, Peoples and Countries, p. 113.
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ne f'ound tne American people lacking in eny sincere under-
stanaing of artistic cultivetion and inelined to "idolize"
Luropean art ana artists:

We talk a great deal ot our national intelligence
in america, ana certasinly with trutn, when we compare
ourselves with these pecople in many important particulars;
but blocks are not colder, or can have less real revercence
fou letters, arts, or indeed cultivation of any kind,
than tne great bulk oif the american people. There are
a 'ew cinong us wno pretend to wori themselves uy into
enthusiasm as respects the t'iicst, more especially if
they can get z foreign name to idolize; but it is
appal'ent, at a glance, that it is not enthusiasm of
the pure water. ror this, Germany is the lana of
gensationsg, whetler masic, poetry, arms, or tne more
materials arts be their object.~

Literature, particularly, seemed to tne traveler to te
wore universedly and more activel; caerisheu in Germany than
in america. One traveler recorded her anuzement wheun her
Germas landlaay, apparently a low-boirn and uncultiveted
womeani, launchea into an animated discussioc.a of the writings
01 Zrnest Renan.2 anotner sremarked tnat 1ot only ailu ordiaary
Germans seem to be familiar witn European literature, bLut
The” also knew and expressea great interest in the wor.s of
Irviug anc of Cooper from America.? another writer reported

tarut many Germans were “"wonders of int'ormatiocn' znd a

1 James Fenimore Cooper, A4 Residence in Fraacg; with
Ll oxcursioc.a uo the Rhine and a Second Visit to Switzsrlaad
\London, 1857), p. 249.

< Jac.uson, Eits ot Travel, p. 6.
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© Erace, Home Life, p. G4.
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"deligat to listen to" when they talked of Germa:. literatuie

ailu &s. bt ana toae classics.l

Another fr'elt tnat the patrous:e

o1l tue povernments of Germanv encoureged litersture: "It

iz pleasant to see with whet asttention every government in

Germany rosters literature; and this is extended not only

to tne accommodation of the favorea few, but all classes

are made to share in the benef'its orf instructj.on."2
Farthermore, americen ti:velers looked with envy cu

gJermeny 's magnii'icent librai-ies and recognizea how far tuae

United States nad to go to accumilate any comperable

reservolirs ot thought and litersture. J1ote one treveler

in lc2é, "No one can lement mole tnen mysell the poverty

or our librearies. 1 snouala look upon the individual wiao

wouwld establish suci, & library in the United Ltates, as

thet of Gdttinzen, as the grestest veneractor to my country,

who has lived since the cays of nasning;ton."3 Wwhat especially

disturbed nim was the ract that tae United States was richer

4

thean Frussie but spent 1iittie money on such improvements.

This same point bLotherea John Lothrop lkotley. He was

1 Teufrel, One Year abrosd, p. 171.

> - .
~ Fiek, Travels in Lurope, pp. 4535-4%t4.

S Dwight, Travels, wp. 1303-184.

4 Ipig.
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impressed by the money spent Ly the Germean ¢overnments on
pilcture gallesries, statue celleries, ana libraries. ae

coulu not see any rcason wny smerica snoula not LAt SOLie

-

oI lier surplus money to woris for similesr purposes. Anotier
treveler felt it was remarxeble thet such librai-ies should

exist, btut 1t was even more remerkekble thet anyone might
2

1

dravi vools f'rom them.
On tiie other nand, & few travelers claimed that Germens

Gid not read much, in s;ite of theisr educction and the

ffacilities at hasnd. This wsas, in eff'ect, a lat contiadiction

of tirie earlier statements. Une traveler maintained thet

"not one in a hundrea ever tninks or reaaing."5 snother

noticea tunat few people could afford tc buy bocoks, end

"nobcdy purchased & book merely to pass away tne time on

the railways."4 lhat kina or reeding, he =ssid, was reare

because people could not afford tooks and tecsuse tne Germcis

were & soclilekble people anyway.5 Pernaps wnhat the traveler

was reelly tryving to say here was that the Germans took

thelir reeding as sericusly as other pleasures znd dic not

- -

'..J

lotlev, Correspondence, I, 3&8.

2 n 3 - - "~
“ Fisk, Travels in Surope, p. 471.

O

Johnson, Peasant Ljife, p. ©87.

4 J. R. Frowne, American remily, p. 12C.
Ibia.
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reau frivolously and purely for amusement. They fostered
ena encouraged literature, but they dia not take tneir
reading lizntly.

This ccnclasion cen be supported by American reaction
to Germarn: newspapers and the German press. The American
traveler usually rouna tne German press & cad ana uninspiring
at't’eir, qQuite unrelatea to tine vigorous anu aliiratea news-
paers on walch he nac been nurturec. One writer steated
tnet temilies seldom subscriteu to newspapers but pecple
reau thew in coffee-houses or club-rooms.l ~Another remasrked
tnet while there existed "very respectable scientif'ic and
literery pgerioaicels 101 tne learned...nothiig like a

. . , 2 .
newspeper exists in tue whole countrv." Travelers compla.ned

ove:s tne meagle size e1d uninteresting otf'ferings o1 tne
press6 and over the government censorsnip whicn they felt
stitrlea the intercst 1n news stories.4 Tappesr concluded

thet Germany was "the lana of btooks, but not of newspeapers,

wo

contrasting thus strongly «ith our own cowitry. aAnother

traveler decided that the German pecople simply aid not care

, . . s 6
for newspapers as hAmericans understood tnem.

Brace, dome Lire, ppe. 279-2&

1.
Johnson, reasant Life, p. 2£63.

warner, Saunterimngs, p. 149.

J. R. browne, americen Family, p. 113J.
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Fulton, Ruiope Viewea, p. l4.
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rfdere &ac-ain, the Amwericen revealed nis impatience with
tane cultusze of Germany thoat over-refineé and isoleted
thought from the lives of individuals. iHe granted the
superiority of German libreries ana the German's extensive
knowledze of literature. But the here snd the now, the
business of the day, the literature of the prassing moment,
were guite neglected in German culture. Such a sentiment
exyressed an idee compareatle to the treveler's irritetion
with the isoletion and intelilectuaiized abstraction of tne
German university. "“uermany knows now to live the life of
the mina," tne traveler seemed to ref'lect, "but tne american
pvecple will never tolerate a lite cf the mind tnat is apert
from and unexpressed in the lire of tne btody in this world."

In other branches of the &arts, in music, for example,
the sAmericans whole heartealy aeligsnted in tiae superiority
ot Germany. In no phese of cultural expression did America's
contribution seem more peltry to the traveler after an
exp.rience in Germany than in music. The German's passionate
love fcr music was comrented upon with admiration over and
over c.oain in the travel narratives. Ana this aspect of
vermen culture dia sasctually seem as mucn a part of tne
Germen's caily lif'e as breathiig. One writer said thne
Germsn passio: for music was nct even superceded by the

Italian. "It is not merely an accomplishment, out a study;"
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ne c¢leimed, "indeed, & part of their existence."l Motley
agreed tnat they were the most musicel people on earth and
telieved that almost everyv student could play at lesst one
instruament and sing & thousand sonzs.2 Another meinteined
thict it was & part of ordinarvy family life, even in families
wheire there was no other accomplishment.3 Others likewise
commented upon the rfact tnet the German's devotion to music
and fondness tror education in it was a naturel caarscteristic
cf the peoyle.4 As one writer put it, "Lvery city, town,
ena villagze in Germany, in fact is & musical centre; every
German r'amily 1is & mueicel centre, zna every German in
nimself is & living c¢ccmbinaticn of musical mechanism. "2

WVhat perticulerly impresseda the American traveler was
the erduous tiraining thet the musician in Germeny submitted
to. Americans themselves went to Germany to study music

end one sucn student commented, "in compariscon with the

. i . . 6
drill I am now receiving my Eoston teaching was mere plav."

1 pwignt, Travels, pp. 143-144.

= l.otlev, Correspondence, I, 3C.

S Sedgwick, Letters from #Abroad, I, 2Z32.
4

kacGavock, A lennessean atroad, p. 376; «~illis,
cural Letters, p. 265. Tappan, & Step, II, 27; Lee,
European Days sng Jays, p. 22; Clare Eenedict, ed., Ine
benedicts «bicad (London, 1950., p. 22.

5 Ruggles, GCermany without Spectacles, p. 94.

6 Fay, Music Study, pe. <4.



anut er stusent <1t that it wes wifricult 1T'or the america.:
to ented Tne srace ol eminence in music so lete in contiast
to tue =&Ily rigorous tiaining in Geirmeny. rsurthcirmosre, £hne
cleimea the German had bel'ore hiis continually the chance to
stuay by observine tiruly zieat mesterplieces calla periolmelrs,
wnicn the american toteaelly lacked.l hevertneless, ammerican

ti1ravelers expressed their aupreciation o1r tinis trainin.: in

[}

tne excelleuce of musical perfomna;nces.‘C One writer meain-
tainea tinat tne stetus cranted to tae sueician iua Germeny

wag considercbkl nisher thei taet oiven in the ovualtea otetes.
ade czia thet the composes in Geromiy aela "tane miivied

cct. natiown O tihne scnoler enue tihe poet.“b AN0OLA~ L Lo pEed

tact the o wWoilla cor=e whneil alielrice woild sosgess tine
rqvaentares o & orici rmugiced cultu.re.4 Hltnour . SOlne i lcals
alc not lise all Germen nusic, a& incicates 1a dwlra Jwain's

T aous comment upbn dagner,s tiey usuwddy recognizea t.ae
cerline entnusiast ena the Luntense setisruction tnat tneA

Germerl ound in masice

1 Parry, Lile among the Germens, pp. =20,
® Locke, Wasbv in Exile, pp. 632-£54.

S Willis, Rdurel Letters, p. 2635.

4 Gaze, Leisurely Journev, pnp. 107-115.
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appreciction or the cultural advantages of Germenv in
regara to tne other arts was also apparent in the trevel
narratives, althougn no writer deslt with them 2s extensive-
i1y as witn literature and music. The american tiaveler
felt that the stuaent of art, like the student of music,
nad superior opportunities for study in Germany.l e
stated thet tine existence of sealleries and museums ..as
"gratil'ying to cultivated minds" and kbelieved tnat smerica
micat well emulate this aspect of uverman cultural lite.®
alld he enjoyved and approved the popularitv and patronage
of" tne German theatre.é

Few jfunerice: tuoavelers, nowever, wese willing to
csacrif'ice the superior matesrial comfforts oif' lif'e inn the
Jultea Ltates forr the cultusral development they found and
c..7iea in Gerrtuny. This was a feamiliar cultural dilemma
cl' the alericaci in Burope, tne choice between art wnd
matericl comtort to put it in ite baldest terms. Germen
cualture, tihev telt, was an e€xXteansilon ot tne Gesines: cnasacter
ana Germal; custome, in which poetrv ana mucic liveu siue Yy

Siue, wud 1in &, palrent neimony witin, cosasrseness and

Samuel rawkine larsnall pvers, Iwenty-tive Years iu
zurope (cnica=zo, 1900), p. 157.

~ L. Eeneaiect, &» Run througsh bkBurone, pp. S7:=-358C.

Charles Eliot ivortcen, ed., Letters ol Jeames rtussell




154
brutegli ity oi ceily life. Cne writer commrented, "The
incongrulties strike us everywihere: z hishx apuvleciestion
<1t fine arts, and an utter ilasensit ility to Leauty
and comf'ort in the daily 1ife and feawnily arrangencunts.'

The aAmesican traveler looked upon the cnasm betwe=n
tue lite of tae mina ana the lire of the Loay as an un-
fortunate compartmentalization of culture. This was the
tasic tneme of tne travel narrative wihen the traveler
tried tc correlate nis favorable and uanfavoreavle experiences
in Germuny. The German nature was both refi.ned and irough;
tih: Germe. university professor weae isoleaeted from the life
of his own dayr, partly throusi the German Iacility for
gbstraction, and partly throucsh the strict control of the
sovesrnment. Likewise, tlhie nouvlest expressions of men in
Iltersture and art possessed vitality only in the realm
o’ the minda. The americen noted, furthernore, thnat the

sovernment establicshed upon the principie of torce, or

-

cismerck's blood and iron, took little cognizance of' the
rich cultural tradition of Germuny in dignifying and
Zlorit'yinz the daily life and personal integrity of tae
inaividual. One writer in Germany in tae eiginties was
rerticularly concerned about this point and finally
concinded that Germeny did not have "a true cultuse" that

tie Jdnited States could imitate in the liguts of its ideals.

1 Johnson, Peasant Life, pe. 163,
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Sae could not accept & <overnment based upon rorce and
saia:

Cui* higih 1dea of true culture will never adumit
tnis as truta. True calture means nearer, ever nearer
to trutn, a cultivation of the nignest expiression of
tie noblest feelinss of tne neart. The nearst, must be
cultured in truth, ana i:a the expression of tihils, aaa
tils «lone, ---outward forms sre but to express true
feelilings, and, as such, they eare of wvalue and tezuty.
This 1is the culture that americ. is to seek, and for
whicn she hes an open field. DBarbarism, heathendom,
corrupticn, cgZ<s ol rosrce ana ciuelty and tralse svsiczms,
do not lie behind ous aistory, are not fetters upon
ouir cociety. Outward express.ions uaie still uncouth,
untiaineda, I'rom tae necessityy to civilize a wild, new
country, znd tne need for severe labor, admitting of
no soci=ty or polish. We need sometiin now to round
the corners, mexi<e thie 1rou.:nr vlaces smootn ana the
crooked straignt; sometihilag to soften tue brusyue,
wileven awkwardness, to tone tace loud, ostentatious
self-consciousness, 1forms we Ao necd to tutor the
intercourse ol peopgle with eacin otaer, sone outer
ceremoniss may relfine our nation&sl manners,---zll
tale ccomes zlone witn time, settled society, material
comf'ort, an olaes civilizection. Then will the graces
0i cualture be unitea to wiiat exists in tne nation,—---
trutn orf neart, ana the result will ve a coclety sucn
as the 0ld worla czn never realize. Thnlie is tne great
problem for our nation to worik out,---to develop a
nigier cailture and at the same time maintain tne
integrity ot the neart.d

No nmatter now much american trevelers aamired tine
supelior cultulal acnievements of Germany, they were not
ready to borrow tnat culture wholesale without a zZreat deal
o1 selection. Thedlr appreciation of German culture might
inaicate a certain dissatisfaction with tne status of

artistic endeavor in the United States. But the igdeal

+ Parry, Liie swon. the Geruans, pp. 187-188.
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asmerican cultuse nad to rest upon a rundamental recoguition
of' indiviaual responsibility and the possioility of indi-
vidual virtue tinat the Germany of tne late nineteentin century

did not possess.

Religion

The opinion of the smericen traveler in Germany toward
thet nation's religious impulse and expression was primarily
critical. The American objscted to tha stete ol religion
in Germany on three grounds: state c.ntrol, the Cetholic
inr'luence, and the influence cf cspeculative philosophye.

Tae chier nistorical fact of rel.igious cicenization in
gJerwaeny has been tne split slong the iwain River Letween
Protestaznt North Germany, including rrussia, ana Catnolice
Soutit Germany, incluaing Austria. During the Conr'eceration
of' tae KHnine under Napoleon some movement toward religious
hegzemony haa been made. The ecclesiastical states naud been
secularized and diviced up among the new Uerman states,
with Frussia getting the lion's sha:e.l And in 1817, the
tercentenarv of Luther's liinety-r'ive Theses, King Frederick
william IIT oi Prussia had attempted a consolidztion of

- . > /S o~ . 2 3 ) _ 1 8
the Lutheran and the Geriman Reformed (Calvinistic) Churchese.

1 7. 4. Rose, "The Politiccl Historv," Germasny in the
Nineteentih Centurv, p. 4.

2 Valentin, The German People, p. 9590,
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wevertneless, the cleavage between Frotestant and Catnolic
Germany was not to be mended so easily, ana the principle
of the &ttate Chuiciy was an established fact in the Germanies.
rurthermore, in the nineteenth century, the scientific
splrit besieged Christianity by applying aistorical eriticism
ana investigation to the lif'e of Christ, or what was known
a8 "algner criticism." The eminence of speculative philoso-
Py &as tne lnheritance of Kant and Hegel toox much German
thougat out o1 tne realm of the church and accepted theology.
fnese f'acts the American traveler coufronted on ais travels
throuznh uvermany and tney were inimical Lo Lue independeut,
ealnest, rrotestant american.

It the americazn traveler was couuviuced of ainy one
prinziple or gsovernment, it was that cnurchh and state should
be separatea for the ultimate fultrillment and realization of
both ‘nstitutions. ile had expected to dislike tne control
of Catnolicism on the Austrian states and the states of
ooutaern Germeany, but he felt tinat tie subordinance of the
Iantnzran Churcn tc the state of Prussia was egually disastrous.
One writer of 1857 szid she believed Frussia "leads the rest
of Germany in religious intolerance and oppression."l
aAnotn=1 objected to tne law requirinz Confirmetion in the

Lutheran Church in Prussia, because nhe f'elt it tnrottled

1 Johnson, Peasant Lile, pp. 78-c2.
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any genulne relizious sentiment. It forced the German
"to loox upon the psroi'ession of nis fait:y muen as he 4Qoes
uporn nis drill and his tax-payving, as a tas. commanded bv
covernment, wnicn he had better go tihiroucn with guietly,
and so cave himself fr-m fine."d another writer agreed
taet the rsquired support of & state cnurch aeadened
religious expression.z But, clazaimed one traveler, the
American takes nis religious liberty co for granted thet
religious oppression was certain to be something of & shoclk
to aiim. "The political freedom of tihne unitea States is so
greut," he wrote, "and so distinctly seen &nd felt by every
individuel, that we rarely tnink of tae great saperiority
of our religious libertvy tc tnet of every otner count..ry."3

To the system of state control, tne American traced
2 zood dezal of the 1elling off of active religious raithn
among the German peorle, perticularly ian Protestant Germany.
One traveler noted that in spite of the law reyuiring
cont'irmation, few Germans went to church.4 Bancrcft claimed

thet Christienity or at least an avowal of its principles

(except tor Jews) was almost a2 necessit: to being el~cted

1 Brace, dome Litre, p. ©60.

2 Heistanu, Travels in Germany, pe 76

S Dwight, Travels, p. 307.

% lagee, Americen Student, p. &%.
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in Americe, but that even avowea atheism did not seem to
heri. the politician's chances in Germany.l Another wrote
in 1S€7 that a "painful decay" in the faita and spirituality
oI tne people had occurred in Central Europe, althoucgh
Catholicism still nela a mizghty grip on some regions.z

Tne Americen was certainly not disposea to favor

Cetholicicsm even 1if it were still forcerul, for ne regarded
it us tne bulwarx of politicel oppression anu religious
sterility. re resented esgeciually the power of tne clergy
in catholic Germany. One tiraveler in austria in 1943
declarea tnat tine only limitation upon imperisl power was
tne power of' the clergv. "Ineir rulers, nominaslly tiae most
ausolute,” he wrote, "and iu some respects rea.ly so, are
in otih:rs subject to tne mos£ humiliating dependernce &and
surveilllance. In &ll matters zr'fectinge religion---and that
extends to everything---tney are not free and dare not act."3
Anotnher traveler described the clergy as disgusting in
a,.pecrince. "I did not see one cnuine, manly, intelli,ent
f'ace," he claimea.4 Bancrof't celled themn a "band of

no

conspirators, and another tiraveler maintained they were

1 Basicrot't, Letters, II, 171.

£ Beilows, The 0ld woslda, I, 10L.

S kitchell, Notes from Over the Jea, II, 46.
4 Erace, dome Lift'e, p. 391.

5

Zencrort, Letters, II, 2£005.
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using medieval methods to maintain tneir nuold on the peoyle.l
Tappan cteted thaet he was carried to sesthetic ecstasies
over the Catnedreal of Cologne and repelled by the priecsts
conducting mass in it.2

In addition to the American traveler's antipathy for
the Homan Catholic clergy, ne disliked what he called
superstition and tihe worship ol relics, statues, and symbols.
vne traveler wolrried auout tne heavy emigration to america

nd aAanother glranted

of peopgle wno worsnipped "odds ana ends.
t.auut the cetnecrals were gloricus in their splendor, but
sae relt thet dic not etone 101 their "rottenness." Ohe
wrote, "Irom these majestic archnes, tuet triumphant chaut,

tnerz le put &« step down to the worship of dead men's bones

)

i el uncleanness."4 Cne wiiter celievea this use cof
rellcs Ir'reqguently descended to tiie cheap and tawdry. <Che
ai g iXed tne asge of "cotton lece, chiecp gilding, wieaths
ol bouquets of tawdry artificial flowe‘:s."5
In yet czuother wgy, Cetholicism aisturived the religious

conrosrt ol thne americaen tiravelers. oe could appseciete tae

1 Narner, Sgunterings, pe 153.

2 m ~ e
Tappan, a step, 1I, LI=-L4.

5

Jonn Overton Choule, Young ameiicans_abroac; or '
Trevels in Zngland, France, felgiuwm, Prussia, and Switzerleahg

\Loston, 185%Z), p. 257

Z

d. ¥. Stowe, Sumyy_lemoiries, I1, 3.3C.
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o

Mrs. B. rucknout, aftermath: f'rom City wno socuntoey,
Eerg znd_insl (ivew York, 18i2), p. 52.
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Cethedresls end tne beguty of the ceremcny, but he could not
forget, nor forgive, Catholic persecuti.n of Frotestants.
Tne [Jmesvicen wes inciined tc omit the tract tuct nis own
f'orbears in New Englend nsd been guilty of rersecution alsoe.
So cerried away wves one tiaveler Ly his owi nation's rignteous-
ress tnet he proclaimed, "we heve 0o more such theologicel
cruclty &na hatreu. No gibtbet, ana no burnins stekes, end

nl Another traveler cbeervec thet

alsc no new Cathedssals.
durin; & Cuetholic service, he wes trouclec¢ by a rew
aisgcregancies cof aoctrirne, but he concluded ti:at if one
rei'lected et &2l 1in & Catholic Cnurcn, one woula gcet little
ccrmroit cut of tre service.?

It woulc be inaccurste, however, to give thne impgressicn
tact eil of thne amoricen travelers were the victims of suen
anti-Cctholic sentiment. Not a f'2w were impressea by the
sericusness and devotion witn whichi tne Germe:: Cetnolice
expiessed nis feitin. The simplicity of the peasznt who
cime to Churc:sa in his humble garb and kKnelt Ly the novle
in ails sumptuous &I'r'ey struck a cnord ol sympatny in the
Ar-1rlcan's heert. One writer noticed tnat no acistincticus

weire recognizea in a Cathedral but eaciy was regzrded "as

1 E. Fenedict, A _itun Through Zurope, pp. 286-387.

<z, Sweeney, Jnder Ten Flegs (Cincinnati, 138&),
iﬁ. 4;6.
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& weod and erring moirtel coming tce confess nis sias and
creve tne specieal spiritual consolatiocn needed."l ~nother
wes deeply lmpressed Ly the devotional menner of pesasant
wulmenn who ceame 1lnto tine cnurcin to pray 1os an aoul &aa then
2

went swaye. Some writers felt tne poetic beguty ot the

Catholic service aund were brouszht to a sreeter unaersteaunding

~—

; . s G . . :
siud appreciation of it. Cne writel cleimeu, "...we nave

not only ceen made dirferently in the first place, but
slrown up unaer iugd'luences sco dissimilar that Lo jud.se cne
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G..otlier is imo.ossiul & ¢greater sin
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tuwn even iadolatrous worship.™ An American rrotestent
winister granted thet the faitiy of the Catliolics might Le
as tirue, zud deep, and lastilyys as ids ow .5

The ,Lrinciple of liberty oi couscience was implicit
in tue americen's whole attitude towasrd Gelmean religious
life and ne was pleased when he sew that religious grouys
coula live togetner in narmony. A missionary bewailed

the persecution of FProtestants in Eaveria in 1E€ZC and even

1 Emelrson, Zuropean Glimpses and GUlances, p. 42.
2

3 E. K. “ashington, Echoes of Europe; or Word Fictures
of Travel (Philadelphia, 1860), p. 160C.

warner, sSaunterings, p. ll4é.

4 Jonnson, Peasant Life, p. 139.

S Stone, rranktort tc lunica, p. 43.
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sgoke tc the Crown Frince on their benalf.? But others
remzl'ked tnet & mixed group oi' students appeared to live
jquite emicebly &t aeidelberg.z Anotner noticed that
Caetholics end Frotestants in sussburg got along "without

w3 This sort or unity, the american traveler

t'igatingz.
believed, was superior to the enforced unity or Frussia
and parts o1 nortn Germaenv in the menufsactured union of
serermea and Lutheran churches. One wiriter cclled that a
feillure. "lThere is no nore real unity than there was in
the old days of bitter controversy," he wrote.?
In adaition, the persecution of the Jews tihut le-awoke
la tury in Germany in the seventies enu eighties aid not
settle weil wita smericaens. They hada looked witn fevor
upon the progress ol liberating tne Jew f'rom age-~old
rersecutions that took place in the earlier nineteentn
century. One traveler in Berlin in 1826 noted thot the

Jews seemed better treateu there and mingled more with

tae Christian society than in rost other countries of

1 Grellet, Memoirs, II, 95.

< risii, Zravels, p. 450; Sillimen, A Visit to Europe,
II, =86,

S George Palmer Putnem, A Poclizet Lermorandum Eook
aurin. a Ten week's Trip to Itely and Sermany in 1847
(lew York, 1s48), p. 120.

4 EFrauce, dome Life, p. 320
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Europe.l Anotner rejoiced in 18Z: when Frankfort testowed

2 But a

u,on therr some of the privileges of citizenship.
traveler of the eighties shrewdly remarked thszt the new
rersecutions were the result of German resentment and
Jeglousy or the economic positicn of meny Jews. "+he pocr
Jew," she wrote, "...is not so openlv disliked as the rich
anda progperous cne, and especizlly 1f ne has cultivation
and ref'inement of manner."3 Althougii one aunericen delenued
tne Germans by cleiming thot they were not fuundamentelly
anti-Semetic, e and other Americasns were inclinea to find
tne pessecution "strange ana unsavory."4

For &ll his implied fuith in liberty of conscience,
tne samerican ot Puriten ana bLvengelicol beach.ground was
shockXed at whet he rererred to as "tne desecreticn of tie
Sabrath." Oundey was regardea as a holiday in continentsl
Europe, and when tihe American sew even his rrotestant
brethren in nortn Germeny frolicking on that day, he traced

1t to the Catholic influence of south Germeny. One Amesrican

+ Dwigsnt, Travels, p. 131l.

[on)
.

“ Johnson, Peasant Life, p. 2130.

—

Fitwan, zusopeen Breezes, p. 68.

4 Poultney rigelow, bLorderland of tne Czar and the
haiccr; lotes tuow both Siges of thne nussiean Froatier
(vew Yor..,, 1u9%), oHp. 124-150; Stone, Franictort to iMunicn,
p. l1l4.
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clergyman traveling in Germany wes norrifiied in 183% when
a Yermou minister of the Reformed Churchn inviteu nim to
tne theetre on Sundey. The imerican wrote in disgust, "I
told him I mizht as well cut my ovnm throat, as go, and
repost the seame in 4mericea....Caristians do not go to the
theatre in any country.“l Another writer 1eported thet
"The ¢oou Lutheran pesstor will preach you & sermon Sundeay
worning tnet will meke "ou cry, and asi: vou to a game of
carces witn him tetf'ore the organ is done ylaying."z
anotinei maintained tnat even it & minister aanced in the
signt of his waole congregation, "they would have listened
to him on tne next Sesbbatn with no less autir'ul reverence. 49

“inile the american of tne nineteenth century in genersal
disapprovec of thnese laxities granted to trne clergy, ne
was just as shocked znd found it Jjust as unpleasant thet
tae Goermen peasant tieated the Sabbath as a car of uleasure
2. rejoicing. e cdanced, went to the beer-gardens,
picnickead, went to concerts sna the thestre. Americans
were I'amiliear witiy the custom in France and Italy, Cetholice
couauntiries, put they had not expectea to tind the custom

Trepcateu in Fiotesteant Germany. "It rrou recollect taat

1 deistana, Iravels in Germany, pp. 60-6L.
e Pitmwean, EBEuropean Ereezes, p. tt.
© Tavlor, at .dome and akbrocd, First weries, p. 405.
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"econseceratea to leisure and
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to relisiouge exercises."

now 1u Frotestant Germany,
laxity of tine Sabbatnh," wirote one traveler.l
observance of

with nim

a Farisiai Sundeay,

16¢C
vou Will te estonicshed

Tzppean

"iomish."™

Sundeay npotier

fcared that tne Germen emigiant would take his

to America.3 sltnough ocne

Sunday was not as tuoyant,

ctiil it

wasg

r'amilv enjoyment woire than

Nev: r wgs the carnest Americen heart more openly and

mcre candicly revealed thean

or t.e contineantal Sunaaye

in nis

genuine denu:aciation

Zven thoicn ae ranteua thaet a

Germen Suncaey weas pleacsanter thian en americen sSund:=y, he

et liseuw "to see a reul Suncay once a week."5 Anothner

&: i'eed wnen he wrote, "IThere mey ve nypocrisy, and formelity,
ania & necedless seriousness or renntes on tnct cagy witn us;
stili it will te long before any retiviial well-wlic.aer to

numanity wouald desire to cee

cur iNew Lnglainu Labbath

1 Seagwick, Letters f'rom sbrozd, I, 16l.

= Tappar, & _Step, 1II, £8.

9 Litchell, Notes i'rom Over the Ses, 1I, 74-7%.
4 1. B. stowe, Sunay Memoriss, I:, S7%.

5 llagee, american Student, p. 10C.
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excnanged f'or tne Gerwan holiday."l anothner seid, "It was
witn & pleusureble satisf'action, znd a =reat longing, too,

thet one tuirns <. sSwnaay towara nome when ia Germany.”z

The implicetion of the travel neausratives is cniefly
tnet smelricans preferred the custom of their ow. country,
eltnouzi theyr aila not [eel thnat the Germa.n was tasically
lescs pious or less csincere if he piofessed religion and
stiil followea the custom of ais couatry. One writer
meinteined tihict i1t weas just a different definition of thne
woud "rest."3 Alotier cleimed tihat Germans did not "dis-
re.cord thne dar," bat thev had "no sucii cencepticn of it &s
even ilrreligious people nave 1n America."4 another {elit
thact aifferent custowms aid notbt meait tiiat Lihie Germans were
less pgicus ana devout.5 To one writer, the germaa custom
of trzating Suunaay even nad merit in coutirast to the
Amaricen observaince. She wrote: "...whei 1 remember the
dozing congregeti.as I nave sezn," sne wrote, "thne domestics
stretched n&elf the necvy day ia bed, the yvoung people

sitting by thne nalf-closed btlina, stealing longing LOOKS

— ——

Erace, Home Lire, p. 106,

Pitman, European Breezes, p. <<

Twain, 4 «remp Abrosd, I, £306.

> O 0

Joynes, Qld Letters, p. Zl.
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Jonnson, Feacent Life, pp. 2Lo=-5L9.
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out o1 tne window, waile tne civle wes lying iale on thedir
laps; and tae merry suouts of the canillaien ou the going
dow.. of tae sun, as if an enemy nas disapp<srea, it aoes
not seem to me thet we ca:n say to the poor, izZnorent, toil-
worn peasant oif Europe, 'I am holi=r than thou.'"l

If the Americsan disliked the influence oI both
Catholicism and tne state upon religion, he was &lso
susiclious of tas influence of criticzl scholars:aip end
pniloso e Tae dnipact of science upon thousznt lea to a
rore critical examination of the Scrigsture aand tie Life of
snrist taan many americans were willing to tolerate.
c:necrort assucsed rresident Kiritland of aarvasd ian 138192
tinut he woila have notains to ao with German theology wna
its "infidel systems."2 an0otiels trevelelr o 10<5 aeplorved
tn= iarocaqs wneologism hau made upon tue German universities.
Another traveler admised rrederici williem's attewpis to
vut dowis neologyy, wihilchh ne cclled a sort of "undisguised
Deism."4 Another student i a German wniversity felt thot
the spiritual freedom and spiritual license allowed by the

new tne=ological thouzht would not nave been so attreactive

Seagwick, Letters from sabroeda, I, 1€l.
Bancroti't, Letters, I, 55.

Dwigat, Iravels, pe Oe.

Fisk, Trevels in Zurope, pp. 465-4170.
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to the Germans i the state had not forced relision on
him.l A retaer sumnary stetement o1 aa american in 1882
ageclarea German religion to te "“eaten up‘mmﬂlttheologicai]
controversy, &aii...namnpered evsrywiaere Ly ite connection
wita the state."8

Tne amesican traveler hailea, therefore, an =Zvunselical
woveweut that had some eff'ect on Germany in the mid-centur;.
ovne weiter called this the "Inner dission" wnic., was a
moaif'lied forw of caristian socialisw or of Finney
Pertectionism t'rom the Jnited States. e descilbed it in
tne folliowing menner: Y“To zo around ana inrluence
individaally the lower classes; to Luatroauce religious
education in the scnools; to bring torsethner more the
cihulcines, ani to re-establisn r'emily worship in tne nouses;
to rorm ragged schools anu asylums, and places of reform
for prostitutes; to estavblisn tempe.ance (not abstinence
societies ) i:: some commanities; and to found sailor's hones
in sezboerd towns."a de looized upcn it with grsat nope
end favor.4 Another traveler later in the century felt

ne saw a resurgence of religious iteith in Germeny whici

dop,in, Notes of a Stuuent, p. l4.
< Brcoks, Letters oi Travel, p. £17%.
G)

Brace, dome Life, pp. 29-30.

4 Ivig., p. 27.
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plzased nim. de noted thet chnarchnes in Lerlin were filled
wilere the’ had formerliy been empty, "...znd the more
even.eliczi the minister, the (‘reater is sure to te the
crowa."l e reported that the people with thom he tallzed
inn Germany were enthusiastic over tiie worit of the movement.2

Tne picture tnet tne Americen traveler draws of nimeself
in his experience in Germany is one orf an earnest, hizh-
minded (thouzih not &lways broza-minded) indiviaual. iie
dieliked Catholicism ana ne cislikea state control of
relig.cn. re t'elt livertry of conscience tc te an essential
portioun of tihe ~ood societyry. Eut whet strikes tne sreader
even more forcibly is tne fezct thet 1 .berty of conscience
the nineteenthh century samerican never interpreted to mean
liberty from coascience. de tooir for granted thz necessity
of relisious expression and morel regeneration as a
I'oundection ffor o« successful and enduring democratic society.
A note of cynicism or sXkepticicesm or disillusionment never
crept iunto the American‘traveler's discussions upon
religion. &lthougn the more skeptical writers of the late
nineteentn centusry did not indulge in discussicns of
religious topices to any great extent, the increasing vogue
of" shepticiswm oi tiue late niuneteenth century railed to

appear in the travel narratives.

1 Gaze, Leisurely Journev, p. 1l3l.

£ Ibid., p. 132.



CHAPTER V
POLITICAL AND ECCNCMIC LIFE

In 1837 an aAmerican traveler in Germany cast his eyes
over the political structure of the German states, found
it unf'avorable, and wrote with confidence: "It is not
possible that the millions should go on sufferin; without
gn effort, and, sooner or later, & successful effort for
relief, and if, before the struggle terminates, Cnristianity
snould nave neearly wrought her perfect work, and vice and
despotism f'2l1l together, civil liberty may be universally

1 In 1884 an American from a later generation

established."
similarly examined the political nature of ths German Empire
and reflected, "...Germany was not Englana or the United
States, and were it proven that one haa uttered a word
reflecting sharply upon King William or ktismarck, he would
be liable to be sent to prison for three years. Not a good
place ft'or liberty-of'-speech loving Americans."z In these

two comments are reflected the changing nopes of American

truvelers for political Germany, as they were concretely

1 Cogswell, Life, p. 211.

€ Leonard A. Morrison, Rambles in Europe, in Ireland,
Scetland, Ensland, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland and Frence,
witn Historical Facts Relating to Scotch American Families
Gathesed in Scotland and the North of Ireland (Boston, 1887)
De 3C2.
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expressed in connection with civil liberties. Between them
lay thirty-seven years of tumultuous German history, in which
the vision of a liberal Germen was otliterated and the dream
of &« unitea Germany realized.

Thne drive toward unificztion was the grest force of
nineteenth century Germany. It had achieved expression in
German litereture of the late eighteenth century, but it had
not received political statement until the Confederation of
tne Rhine tolled the knell of the moribund Holy Roman Empire.
Then, in the patriotic enthusiasm generated by Fichte's

addresses_to the German Netion of 1807-1808, German nation-

alism supplied real force in the war of Liberation against
Napoleon. Unification in Germany had, therefore, two
directions: one, the hope of the smaller German statecs of
blocking tne territorial encroachments of austria and Prussisa,
and two, the nope of driving out the I'rencn tyrant Napoleon
and freeing Central Europe from foreign domination.l
Although German nationalism aimed at the unification
of Germany was one powerful nineteenth century force, another
force, corirelated with it, had also been born of eighteenth

century idees and the French Revolution. This force was

liberalism, the desire of men to participate in a constitut .onal

1 Ward, Germany 1815-1890, I, 23-326.
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and representitive government, with civil liberties assured
and guaranteed. This, too, had won the favor of German
intellectuszl leaders of the lste eighteenth century, even
though Prussiea and Austria had allied against French Revolution
forces in the Declaration of Pillnitz. Kant and Fichte and
ilerder, like the young Wordsworth and Coleridge of England,
"welcomed the movement as the finzl great fulfillment of all
the most sacred hopes of the age."l Liberalism had little
effect upon tne Germanies of the eighteenth century, but it
won converts among tne intellectuals and bourgeoisie who had
the most to gain from a constitutional goverunment.

These two forces were syncnronized in the ret'orms
inauw;urated in Prussia, and ii: other parts cf Germany,
preceding the War of Liberation. Through the work of
villhelm von Humboldt, the educational system had undergone
reorgeanization. Kerl von Stein and Frince Hardenburg
renovated the Prussian state by abolishing serfdom, establish-
ing municipel self-government, and liberalizirg land tenure.
Gerhard von Scharnhorst haé undertsken the rehebilitation
of the army on the tasis of nat.ional conceription in place
of aimies supporting the arbitrary will of princes. On

Lhe one hand, German intellectuals and liberal leauers

1 Velentin, The Germen People, p. 301.
£ \ierd, Germeny 1815-1890, I, 35.
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hoped tc liberalize the existing German states in keeping
witii the humenitarien and individuel liberalism that had
captured eighteentihh century thought. On the otinei, they
wishea to use this revitalized Germany in driving out
Napoleon and esteab.ishing some sort of German Federation.

Yet to the champions of legitimacy at the Congress of
Vienna and to the Great Powers assembled tov reconstriuct
tae nep or burope, the prospect of either a united or a
liberal Germany was undesirable. The ruling houses of the
ceverel German states opposed a Federation theat sacrificed
the princigle of sovereignty, and Prirce ketternich of Austria
especieclly looked upon the principles of nationalism and
liberelism as & threat to thne ALustrisn Empire which contained
suci1 & notley collection of peoples. Neither France nor
Ruscia was anxious to see a single unified power entrenched
in Centreal Europe. The Germanies, therefore, emerged from
the Congress of Vienna not unified at all but mwrerely as
"an associction of states under soverelsn :l.ords.":L Noi did
the cause of liberalisn fare any tetterr. The delegates to
the Diet of the German Confedereasticn after 1315 were in no
sense representative of the German people btut acted only as

envoys of tune rulers of the separate states. Even the

1 Valentin, The German People, p. 361l.
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promise oI constituticns in the various states was thoroughly
smashec in the reacticn of 1819 resulting in the Carlsbad
pecrees.

Thus were set in motion in the early years of the
nineteentii century forces that were tc dominate German
history for many yesars: nationalism, libeirelism, Prussian
leeaership, militarism, anda defeatism. Af'ter the failure
to creete & united Germany at tne Congress of Vienna,
liberalism and nationals®m became inextricsbly tied together.
The German liberal could limit the power of the individual
rulers of the German states only by creating a super-steate,
resting upon tne authority of the people rathier than the
cuthority of dynestic princes. The Germuan naticnalist could
achieve naticnal unity only bty limiting the authority of the
individual rulers in their relations with the rest of Germany.
In spite ot the disappointing results of the Congress of
Vienne, meny literals took comfort in the fact thset a desire
forr natiovnsl unity and for & more representative government
had been planted in the German mind.

The s~mericen tsisaveler in Germany in the nineteenth
century was conscious of the struggle of' these forces. dde
was criticel of the results of the Congress oi Viennsa, &na
he referred frequently of the piophesied revolutionary

chance thsast would eventually teke place in Germany and
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particularly in FPrussisa. Ticknor remarked in 1836 that the
cestiny of Prussia was peramount in the development of
germeny &na in the course of events througnout «ll Europe.l
bayard Taylor discussed the spirit of tihe German libersals
ana felt thet eventually it would have the desired effect
upon Germany. "The free spirit which charsacterizes these
men, wno come f'1rom among the people," he wrote, “shows
plainly the tendency of the times; ano it i¢ only the great
strength with which tyranny here has environed itself,
combined with the proverbial apathy of tine Germans, wihich
nas grevented a change‘ere this.“z Lnother wiiter maintained
that the spirit of Germany during the War of Liberation was
ever ready to be rekindled and prophesied that its next
outburst would not te against foreign Oppressors.3

Nor did the failures of revolutionary uprisings of
1250 and 184S completely destroy the fmerican's belief in
tne ultimete realization of & united, libersl Germany. The
traveler still nad confidence in the educat:onal system
which he felt would prepare the way inevitebly for the
decired changes. One traveler claimea in 18%4: Y...if

Revolution in Europe and the cause of Democracy and

1 Ticknor, Letters, I, 502.

£ Taylor, Views A-Foot, p. 135.
3

Calvert, Scenes and Thoughts, First Series, pp. 69-70.
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Democretic Republics have any connection with the progress
of educetion and general enlightenment, as is commonly
supposed, then Prussia, of zll the countries in Europe,
ouznt to be the fiela where the Revolutionary péairty might

act with the greatest efriciency, ancd reep the most certain

wl

successes. Another writer in 1852 recognized the tremendous

persuasive power of the United States upon the oppressed

peoples of Lurope. LHe wrote:
- ...from what I nave heard and seen, I am convinced
that the grand struggle between democracy and aristocracy
is now commencing in good earnest. The United States of
america have grown to & power and importence that is
caucsing the old monarcnies of Europe, who have heretofo.e
ignored her existence even, to tremkle for the future,
not because they feer the exertion on hner part of any
physical force, but the more powertul influence of her
principles, which they know to be as universal as the
Ssalsation of' tne humean hearte. :

The tree of liberty is planted in Americe, but
its roots extend to every =olil, and their fibres
receive nourishment frcm every heart.<

Even as late as 1359, one traveler believed thet & "silent,
bloodless change for the better" was coming.3
Yet by the 1880's one writer summarized these drives

of' nineteentn century German history rather bitterly by

1 p. p. Barnard, "Political Aspects and Prospects in
Surope," A Lecture Delivered before the Young Men's

associstion in the City of aAlban January 31, 18954
zAlbany, 18545, p. 23.

2 W. %. Wright, Dore, pp. 358-359.

Washington, Echoes of Xurope, p- 145.
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claeiming that liberalism and naticunalism had never been
anything more than "mild dreams" and that the German people
haa never head the energy or the will to turn those dreams

1 In tracing the development of this change

into reality.
of' sentiment of the hmerican traveler in Germany, one must
examine the opinion of the traveler on specific aspects of

German political and economic life.

The Basis of asmerican Optimism: German Liberalism and Nationalis

That the americuen traveler was an early champion of
naticnalism is evident both in his comments upon Germany in
thie nineteenth century and in his ocwn historicsl environment
in the United States. e granted the necessity of a united
Germeny without srgument and he mentioned aspects of German
lif'e which he felt developed & nationel spirit. In 1815,
Ticknor pointed nopefully to the propagandistic work of the
secret clubs and tne "League of Patriotism" during the awar
ot Liberation as evidence of the growth of national spirit.
Cooper recognized the beneficial effect of the Prussian
incorgoration of independent teriritories upon the eventual

unif'ication or Germany.3 Another traveler felt thoat German

1 ¥ight, Peoples and Countries, p. 104.

< Ticknor, Letters, I, 83.

3 Cooper, Residence, p. 375.
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music aid more to instill patriotic sentiments i the German

1 Another

people than smerican music did for Americans.
traveler favored the use of statues and paintings in public
gardens and buildings to illustrate German nistory and to
tuiia up nationalistic sentiment. "This mode of spreading
the peatriotic history of the nation before the people,®* he
wrote, "cannot r'ail to have a powertul and excellent effect."2
and zfter the failure of the Revolution of 184&, Bayard
Teylor wrote, "The people at last understand that they must
te a PROPLE, divided by no provincial jealousies, animated
Ly no narrow aims, before Germany cen be the one powerful
concsolidated Empire, whicn is their political dream."5

A contemporary nistorian has tiaced the historical
evolution ot the concept of nationalism in modern civili-
zatlion. asaccording to his analysis tae concept of nationalism
in tne eighteenth century was correlated with the concept of
universal brotherhood and was part of the whole bouy of
humanitarian thought that characterized the age of enlighten-

ment.? The nationalist of that day wish to see the national

stete represent the people rather than the sovereign and to

1 Willis, Aursl Letters, p. 264.

= Benedict, s Run through Surope, pp. 395-396.

= Taylor, At Home and Abroesd, Second Series, p. 244.

4 Carlton J. i. Hayes, The Historiczl Evolution of
Neticnaelism (New York, 1931), ppe. 1lo=37.
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act &8 an agent in securing the natural rights and liberties
belonging to mankind. when the French Revolution nad ceen
the failure of thils nationalism to crystellize in natio..al
states on humeniterien principles, the concept of naticnalism
dispersed in three different directions. Jacobin naticnalism,
treditionel nationalism, and likeral nati::nalism.l It was
the letter expression of naticnalism that dominated two
thisas orf thne nineteenth century and theaet the American
traveler primarily repres<nted. It was a middle-cleass
netionalism that stressed counstitutionelism, civil liberties,
economic individualism ana representative government.z

The smericzn treaveler dia not favor & united Germany
I'or the intrinsic merit of tne principle or nationalism
alone or florr its supposed connection with libesalism. ide
found substantial ieasons for it in the character of modern
politicel and economic life. For one thing, the custonms
dutles imposed upon goods crossing so meny different bLordess
in Germany struck the American as unnatural and inefficient.
rie had nad experiénce with freedom of commerce within the
toundaries of his own nation and he felt that limitsastiouns
U,.on it in the forr of interneal barriers restricted progress

1n the develo.ment and expansicn cf trade. "The course

Hayes, The .istorical Evolution, pp. 43-163.

Ibid., p. 136.
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pursued by the diffcrent monarschs whose territories border
thie stream [the Rhine] ," wrote one tr:veler, "seeme almost
incomprenensiktle to one living in a country where few

1 Another traveler summed

comnerciel restrictions exist.®
up the effects of division of commerce anéd trade in Germany:
"Resources are dividced; ublic enterprises zre obstructed;
intercommunications are interrupted; o that a fertile and
popualous country, which, united under one government, would
be rrich and powertul, is comparatively feeble."2

For this 1reason, the americen traveler recognized

without :esitation the tenefits of the Zoliverein, or

custome union, ecstablisned by some of tne north German
states under the leadership of Prussia iun the thirties.

The separation of Frussia from her Rhenish provinces gained
in the peace settlement of 1815 made some sort of trade
agreements with Hesse Darmstadt and intervening statec a
necessity. Under her leadership, one Germen state after
another Jjoined the Zollverein in the next two decades,
while Austria offered neither opposition nor interference.

The fmerican traveler srecognized the significance of this

1 Dwight, Travels, pe. 8.

= Fisk, Travels in Europe, p. 45%2.

© J. Hollaend Rose, "The Foliticel ilistory," Gerwany in
the hNineteenth Century, p. 10.
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movement ana r'elt that it indicated the progressiveness of
Prucssia in contrast with Austria.l One traveler maintained,
"The formation of this separate commercial federation
within the great politicel confederatio:n of Germany, may
be concldered as the most important public eveunt which has
occurred in that country since the Congress of Vienna, and
at the same time the greatest ctepy towasds that nestional
unity to which every patriotic German aspires as the
consummation 01 national grandeur."2

Another reason that the American traveler saw for the
desirability of unification was Germany's susceptibility
to attack bty the great powers {lanking ner. One traveler
claimed that if the Germanies were united, they would
repres=nt a recl basrrier to the ambitions of both France
end Russia. Yurthermore, ne argued, this would be conducive
to seneral European peace since these powers could not
attzeck each other by land.3 It apparently did not occur
to this writeeof 1826 that Germany herself could become
powerful enougn to force France and Russia into an alliance.
denysy Adams said later that Germany at this time was far

too weak to try to compete with irence or bknglana or smeiica.

1 Channing, A Physician's Vacation, p. 125.

Wheaton, "Progress and Frospects," p. 44.

S Dwight, Travels, p. 233.
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Disunity kept her from developing power either industrizlly
or militarily.=>

Furthermore, some s~merican tiravelers succumbed to the
tempting vision of "international prestige" and felt that
vermeny 's humiliating position in the affairs of Europe
coulu be bettereu by a unified anu powerful state. They
seemea to give support in some cases to a nationalism that
restea upon national pride and power, and they aid not
criticize this longing on the part of German nationalists.
One traveler believed thet Germany natusrally was designed
for power anu int'luence in Zurope ana that she merited

ne

"rani arong the nations. He szid that only through

unif'iceticn could the Germans maxke themselves "respected

wd Another traveler agreed

0)

nd r'eared tnrougnout BEurope.
that if" Germany were united, she could and should be the
stronzest power in Zurope.

In spite of this advocacy of the nationgl state and
in spite of the american traveler's 1recognitioa of the

centripetal foirce of the Zollverein, most travelers were

not so nalve as to be wiaware of the even stronger

H. aaams, Educetion, p. 83.

Dwigat, Travels, p. 234.

Ibid.

> 6N M

Nachington, Echoes of Europe, pp. 143-144.
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centrifugal force of the German historicel tradition and
tne German Cont'ederation. Particularism was more pronounced
tnen nationalism in the Germanies and the american recognized
tnzt f'act. To put it another way, nationalism, when pushed
to its extreme undes tne German Confederatioci, demanaed
loyalty not to a nebulous, imaginary German state, but to
an Austriec, or a Frussia, or a Bavaria, or a Hdsnover, or a
Sexony. Cne traveler pointed to the divisive character of
the heterkeneous population and to religious disunity.l
Anothcer wrote, "but for the Prussian to forget he is a
Prussian, for the Austrian to sink his memory of a pioud
nistory, for the Saxon, the Eaverian, and the .lanoverian
to bury their time-embittered jealousies; for one and all,
Lenerchist and Repullican, the Jesuit of Vienna and the
Rationalist of RBerlin, the passionate Louthernor and the
cocl horth German, to unite and f'orm a new compact Federal
State, seeme as yet like a aream only of' the lovers of
Freedom."2 Ticknor believed thet Germany was split in yet
another way. e felt there was a lacik of communication
between tine man of letters and tne irest of the populatiou.
The intellectual was the true naticnaiist, owing allegiance

to a longed-for united Germany. But the rest of the

1 Dwight, Travels, pp. 152-1EC.

£ Brece, Hdome Life, p. 251.
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population were nationalists only in respect to the individusal
German states, and the intellectual could not seem to bridge
the ~&p between himself and the ordinery German man.

Many of the travelers noted the internal differences
thet existed within the Cont'eaeration and despaired of ever
eradiceating such intense feelings. They felt that the
centuxries of perticularism and war between the German states
were too great an obstacle to unification.2 "There can be
notiaiiig more intense than the heatred whicih the FPrussian bears
to tue Justriain," wrote one traveler, "which 1i1s manifested
every time they meet in the street, and that of the Eohemian
end Bavarian is scarcely less to tne haughty house of
dapsburg."3 Similar dislikes between the Saxons and
Prussians aiid among other states of tue Confederation was
recorded by tne travelers.4

The institution set up to gradually crase internal
dissension, the Frankt'ort Diet of the Cont'ederation cresated
Ly the Congress of Vienna, did not seem to warrant either

the confidence or approbation of the nationalists. The

Ticknor, Letters, I, 101.
Dwigat, Travels, pp. 346-347.

Johnson, Peasant Ljfe, p. 88.

3

4 Dwight, Travels, pp. 346-347; William P. Trent_and

e &. Hellmann, eds., The Journals of ‘ashington Irving
on, 1219), I, pp. 148-14°9.
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American hada no faitin in this body as a unifying force. Cne
treveler remarked that the German literals and nationalists
criticized the Diet freely---and with justirication.l
Another noted that the smaller German states complained of
tne overwnelming power of' Prussia and Austria in the actions
ot the Diet.© Another said that tihe Diet had little more
efficacy in controlling German af'fairs than had the Emperor
of tines o0ld Hdoly Roman Empire. Frankfort was "still but the
capitol of & vacuum."3

In spite of these discouragements, the smerican traveler
in Germany usually looked forward ian the first half of thne
centuary toward the unification of a great libersl nation.
1t was evident, nhowever, that his hopes were based primarily
uoon two notions: the spirit of naticuaiism aroused in the
var of Liberation that miscarried iun the Congress of Vienna,
and a future upheaval in Germany wihicin would rcalize all
thet had been lost in the German Confederation of 1315. Tae
actual conditions tnat the Anerican found in Germany until
well af'ter the Revolution of 1848 did not really promise
much in the way of the realization of the dream of German

unif'icwetion. Nevertheless, the American's faith was not to

1 Ticknor, Letters, I, p. 122.
Dwight, Travels, p. 35.

Celvert, First Years, p. &l.
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te shaken, & faitn in the progress of mankinada, in his
eventuel perfectibility, in the visions of glory of the
future.

The =zame characteristic is reveasled in the ifmerican's
attitude toward libesalggm in Germzany until zbout 1860.
The american did not try to reconcile the zctual facts with
hic dreams of Germany. ide daid not try to solve the problem
of" how liberalism would achieve real expression in a naticnal
group wheie the traditions and the circumstances were So
opposed to it. Even thougn he felt t.iat the Diet of the
cont'eaesrration haa b:zen = reilure in ecstablisning e foothold
for liberalism, ne bkelieved that it was only & matter of
time btefore the Germans wgeain threw off their ronds-~--this
time with success.

The only actual guarantee ot liberalism in the German
Confedesrsation had been & weak and snort-lived one. This
was the famous "Article XIII" of the Federal Act which
provided that in each of the states forming part of the
Cont'ederation, a constitution with assemblies of Estates

1 The philosophy behind tnis article

cshould be established.
was in Keepiiig with the limited constitutioconalism which
aimed at re-establishing constitutional government in rrance

in the Restoration. The article nad affiimed that the

1 werd, Germ 1815-1890, p. S5l.
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Conf'ederatiocn Diet wes to encourage and foster the develop-
ment of constitutional governments throughout Germany. Yet
even this mild zuarantee of liberalism was abrogated after
the uprising of the Burscinenshaft and the assassination of
Kotzebue.l

The American traveler was aware of this fierce reaction.
de rememrbered the promises of the Congress of Vienna and
felt that Germany nad been the viectim of fraud. "The allies
professed mucih and promised feair," commented one traveler,
"but their practice is guite another thing.“2 Even when
constitutions were established in the smaller southwestern

= the fmerican knew thet the monarchial spirit

Jerman states,
in the old states and the conservatism of the Conf'ederation
Diet did not permit any actual libesralism to prosper. Wwrote
one American traveler, "The fundamentel laws of the Con-
federation guarantee to every State, of which it is composed,

a representative constitution, but this guaranty has been

1 Velentin, The Germen People, p. 377.

-

Fisk, Travels in BEurope, p. 465.

S One historian wrote, "None of these constitutions
was aemocratic. All of them emphasized the prerogatives
o1 tine cuiown; tney accorded overwhelming int'luence to
l'eudel and ecclesiassticel torces. In spite of the olu iaea
oI estates and the new idea of liberalism these counstitutions
functioned primarily by official sanction. Put all this aid
not slter the fact that tney did exist." Valentin, Ihe
Germen People, p. 382.
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rendered illiuscr by the menner in whicn it has teen in-
terpreted. Constitutiona. governments have been established
i1, il t.ue minor States, but their cecticin has been checked
ene controlled, &and even annulled, Lty the sup.eme authority
of the federal Diet...?l It was this treachery on the part
of tne German rulers thet led some travelers to believe that
en uprising to syuare the issue was certainly forthcoming.
One tiaveler said the German Kings &nd princes woula not
fult'ill their "solemn obligeticns" contracteda before the
Eattle orf Jeterloo until compelled to do so by the foice
of the people.2

In specit'ic German stetes, the discrepgancy between the
Americszn notion of literty end free government and the Germen
noticn wes very &apparent to some travelers. The american
freguently criticized Frussia. One traveler wrote, ®"Prussia
nes not yet given the people the privilege of auy voice in
the government. The King is very neerly as much of an
sutocrat ac the Czar of Russia. The serfs were emancipated,
ena f'eel thet the soil is their own, but it is still so
loaded with taxes and their freedom of motion ig &0 curteiled,

end the freecom of speecih so forbidden...that their condition

1 wheaton, "Progress and Prospects," p. 44.

2 Tappan, 4 Step, I1I, 33.
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is very little improved."l

snother, commenting upon the
uprising ol nesse Cassel following the French July Revolution
of' 1300, cleimed tnat affeirs in tnat regicn haa reachea a
"dreaaf'ul state."2 Another noted thst Mhasssu also was
ef'f'ected by the 1830 reviveal of liberal opinion, "thougn the
government 1is alrleady whet it is the fashion to term repre-

S Othel travelers

centative, on this side of the Atlantic.”
felt that the constitutionalism and liberalism of the more
progressive German cities and states lire Franktf'ort, Baden
&na Laxony were nore appearent then real.4

One aspect of German political life that the Jfunerican
traveler felt was completely out of keeping with any poesi-
bility of liberel covernment was the restriction placed
uporn the press ziau public speecn. Ticiinor noticed that &
latitudinarianism in thinking existed in Germeny "with the
csingle excepticn of actual measures of government.“5 Other
trevelers equally disliked the cencsorship of the press6and

the "gualrd placed almost on the door of every man's lips."7

Jonnson, FPeasant Life, p. 59.

M

Amory, .-edding Journey, 11, p. 1ldl.

S Cooper, Residence, I1I, 1lZ2.

4 Dwight, ITravels, p. %6, 343%; Iisk, Travels in
Europe, p. 452.
S Ticknor, lLetters, I, 99.

6 Corson, Loiterings in Europe, p. 229.

7 Furniss, The Cld world, p. 1l&2.
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The s~merican traveler was convinced thet a free press and
free speech were essenticl to a free government.l

with all his criticism of the autocratic and despotic
governmentes oif Germany, the ilmericen traveler reveeled a
curious, and almost simple, feithh in the German monarchs.
On one page, he mignt criticize them for their feilure to
live up to the promises of 161%. Several pages lcter, he
was toucned and moved by the lovalty of the peogle to their
rulers. Abstractly, the blmericcn hated monarchiel govern-
ment, but concretely, he dia not necessearily associeate that
natred witn any specif'ic ruler of Germany. Cogswell
comizended the Grand Duke of weimai for teing a “great friend
to his subjects."z Another traveler spoke of the "visitle
emotion™ snown ty the people of Seaexony for their ruler.
Prussian royalty, too, the american traveler observed,
receiveda tne aaulation of tae peoHle.4 wrote one writer,
"It is agreeable to obseirve now popular the itoyal Feamily
is, ena epparently deservedly. Despotic the Government meay

be, it studies the goou of the people."5

Tappan, A Step, II, 25-26.

n

Cogswell, Life, p. 107.

Grit'fin, 0Old rects, pp. 57-4E.

> O

H. H. Srigat, Desultory Reminiscences, p. 28.

(8

Amory, .wedding Journev, II, 239.
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Some travelers even went so far as to believe that the
German rulers themselves would ultimately lead the German
people into constituticnal and democratic government. This
migsht be ettribtuted to the American's eventual disgust with
tne apathy and conservatism of the Germen people or the
hAmerican might have transleated love and respect t'or a
monarchy into a sort of liberalism. In any cese, even
before the Revolution of 1848 had ended in dismel failure,
the aAmericen traveler sometimes regardea the German rulers
with more hope then he felt for the German people. One
tireveler claimed that for all of Austria's discourazement
of liberzl concessions sbroaa, she was quietly reforming
et home under tne guidance of Prine Metternich.l Another
treveler found reason to apologize for Fredericit William III
of Prussia and his failure to inaugurate constitutionalism.
de f'elt the King might have hesitated to adopt this fouim
of government "not because he loves power and disregerds
the truth, but teceause he fears the conseguences until the
r€ople are eaucated."2 Frederick William 1V, who ascended
the throne of rrussia in 1840, was the source o0if much
optinism on the part of Americans for tne future of

liberglism. Tic:inor believed that he would bring change

1 Corscn, Loiterings in Euroge, p. 231.

= Fislkk, Travels in Lurope, p. 472.
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1

and progress with nim to the throne. Another American

clairea thet he seemed to be "the most libeiral or men."z
zven Charles Sumner believed that Frederick William IV would
be prudent enough to grant his people a counstitution when
ne ceme into power.B Another traveler looked with favor
upon Franz Joseph of Austria.4
sand, over a@ll indications to the contrary, the American
traveler took comffort in the fact that liberalism was growing
in Germany because of the experience the Germans were getting
in parliamentary government, limited as it was. The Germans
vere learnini; acout constitutiowus ana liberties, which would
covie tc account in the lookea-for revolution. *Partial and
unsuccesstul insurrectious may be the necessary discipline
for the great revolution," wrote onr.American.5 Anotner
claimed: "The heabit of discussing public affairs in the
nat tonal and provincial diets, and tne introduction of public

anu oral proceedings in the courts of Jjustice, must soon

f'orm a class of public men such as exist in every free

1 Ticknor, Letters, I, 503.

2 Bronson, Letters to her lLother, I, l47.
= Sumner, IKemoirs, I1II, 137-138.

4 Barnard, "Political aAaspects," pp. 42-4%C.

o

Teppen, a Stepy, II, 36.
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country, ana sucin &8 can only be formeua by a public life &at
once active and practical.“l

Tne overwnelming impression that the american traveler
in Germany sevealea in nis travel narsatives in the first
nelf of the century was tnhis optimism about the future.
The f'ects of nis experience did not really support nis views.
He recalized tnat the German tradition was not the American
tradition, and there were many forces in German politicel
life that he regarded wich downright suspicion. Nonetheless,
he did not need the support o1r feacts. e could recognize
the apatny of tne German people, the historical tradition
ot" sarticulasrism, the inhzrent respect for monarciy, the
laciz ot civil liberties, the shallowness of German experi-
ence 1ia actuzl politicel life, ana ne could stiil believe
taat ultimately Germany would become a dewmociatic consti-
tutional goveinment atter the model of tne United States.
He could do this, because his belief was based upon faith---
faitu iua the goodness of man, in the eventual triumph of
rizht, in progress, in education, in tne possibility of
perfecting human institutions.

wita suc't a faith, it was not surprising that the
Americen traveler hailed the news of the ilevolution of

1845 with enthusiasm. His owi nation regarded it favorably.

1 wWheaton, "Progress and Prospects," p. S5Z2.
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sccording Lo an authority on American opinion of' German
unif'ication as expressed in the American press, the americans
greceted the revolutionary movements that swept sll over
Zurope in 184c witin "spontaneous Jjoy and sympathy."l The
Aamericun basea nis sentiments upon his devotion to democratic
principles, as well as the special interest in Germany
fostered by the large German-American element of the
population.2 The american traveler in Germany, imbued
wit:1 the seme devotion, felt equally elated. de felt that
LSIl1aps this was the dawn of the new day that he had expected
ana noged for since 1815.

In his optimism over the tremendous upheaval occuriing
all ovesr Burope, the american forgot, momentarily, that he
nad nad strong misgivings coucerning tne anature of Geruwan
political and eccnomic lifle. Encoaraged by the existence
of netioualism and liberalism in Germany he nad been, but
also he nhaa teen skKepticeael of the beneficial efrfect upon
the ultimate realization of democracy of several aspects
of German political life. Before turning to americean
reaction to the Revolutioo of 1842 and the final unification
of Germany, it is necessary to determine what wele the

misgivings of the American traveler.

— e - e~

1 John Gerow Gazely, American Opinion of Ge?man
Unit'ication 1842-1871. Columbia University Studies
(vew Yoix, 1926), CXXI, 267, p. 22.

o
“ Ibid., pp. lo-33.
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Basis for American Sxepticism:

German lilitarism, Paternalism, and Economic Inequelity

There was mucih about life in €@entral Europe that the
american traveler could neither undesrstand nor appreciate.
A tnousand yeers oi unsettled boundaries, coantused loyalties,
anu comperatively static economic conditions created &
decidea conticast to the United States, unsettled, new,
expanding, and dynamic. The american knew only a minimum
historicsl tradition before 17389. He was mobile, and he
took for granted much that the Buropean strove for. The
industrial revolution had already begun in the United States
with the advent of the railroads in the t'orties ana fif'ties
while Germany's industrial revolution did notl arrive in
force until after the middle of tihe century. It was dift'icult,
theretore, for the American to orient himself to the new
condaitions of European life. Illen were men and Ireedom was
freedom anywhere in the western world, the American might
feel. Nevertheless, the German concept of independence and
opportunity and the Germaen habit of thought were quite
different from the Americen.

One traveler tried to describe this difference to his
countrymen dur'ing the tension that existed between Aucstria

and Prussia before the latter's humiliation et OlmGtz.
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Both states weie thoroughly geared 1t'o. war wnicn threatened
to breex out momentarily. The American wrote:
In our gquiet, comfortable condition at home, where
we vote at town-meetings, and choose a rresicent, and
come to look upon "liberty"” much as we do our breakfasts---
ee & very pleasant thing, but guite as a matter of course---
it is somewhat diff'icult to appreciate the intense feeling
which exists in Prussia at the present time, as connected
with German unity and this war with Austria. DBut i1 any
one will imagine a despotic Power, pouring its masses of
troops over our own land, not ealone about to destroy our
position among netions as an independent and self-
proteecting people, but with the Union to blot out the
ast hope of literty in our past of the world, he will
heve some idea of the feeling of the Prussiang, as they
look at t.is migaty corbination against them.

The prospect of var was ever-present to the Germean, and
ale exyorience with militarism was &as nctureael cs breathing.
The mmericen, at least inn the more settled parts of his
conti.ue.nt, had no suca trear of ais neighbor. LEven as early
as 1836, one traveler commented that France ana Pruscsia
seemeu eternslly to be on the brinkx of a military struggle.z
anotner also despaired over this situation and, although he
naa no alternztive to suggest, felt that the military
expenditure was a tiagic necessity. "Instead of this vast
outlay to maintain force against foice," he lamented, "how
muc:i more humane and philosophic it would be to lighten

the turdens of the subject, to introduce 'Works of

1l Brace, Home Life, pp. 107-108

2 Dwight, Travels, pp. 160-1l61.
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amelioration' to alleviate the labors of females, and retfine
thne people.":L

It was this continual emphasis upon militarism that
struck the American as particularly foreboaing. Tiaveler
atfter traveler commented upon the importance of the army
in Germany. One writer maintained that the army took
precedence over everything else in Germany, not only in the
eyes of the government but in the eyes of the governed.z
Cooper said that drilling troops nad become a hcbby or a
pastime with tne Germans comparatle to a lManhattan merchant's
talk of dollars.3 Another traveler merely concluded that
the omnipresence of soldiers in Germany made him very
tnenki'ul he was an American.4

The smerican traveler had many reasons for opposing
militarism. For one thing, he felt that the practice of

absorbing the young men into the armed t'orces contributed

=4
to the necessity of putting women to heavy labor in the fielus.”

1 Elias Hasket Derby, Two lgonths Abroad (Boston, 1844),
He 290

2 Dwight, Travels, p. 98.

S Cooper, Resiuence, II, 31l.

4 kitchell, Notes rrom over the Sea, II, 35-36.

S

anne T. J. Bullard, Sights and Scenes in Europe; a
Series of Letters from Epglend, France, Germany, Switzerlsaund,
and Italy, in 1850 (St. Louis, Lo., 1852), pp. 56-57.
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de felt that militerism ruined the heart and spirit of a
society.l He f'elt tnat it crushed the source of freedom.z
As oune hmmerican traveler wrote with passion, “"Whenever I
meet these mechanized men, these soul-informed machines,
tliese nmen-sheped irresponsibilities, 1 feel saddened,
humilistea, insulted. Plainer then words theyv say to me,---
cspeax not, think not, act not. In their presence I am
utterly quenched....lhey are coarse, brutalizing Force,
in contrast anda conf'lict with the subtle, humanizing,
liberating power ot tne iuntellect and the hezrt of man."5
rurtnermore, one traveler felt that militarism did not even
fulf'ill its avowed purpose---the prevention of invasion.
e mainteained that educatios and employment would be strongeus
weapons than an army egainst an enemy.

Most of the travelers conceded that Prussia took the
icead in militarism. They felt thet it was especially
powertl there in its support of the government and the

King.5 Sometimes the traveler was impressed with the skill

1 Channing, A Physicien's Vacation, p. 358; Joynes,
Vle letters, p. 717; Johnson, Peasant Life, p. 83.

O - - ] L 4
~ J. R. Browne, anrericezn bemily, pe. 232.

3 Calvert, Scenes and Thoughts, Second Series, pp. 13-20.

4 Greeley, Glances at Pburope, p. <68.

S Bernard, "Politicel aspects," pp. 22-23; Sedgwick,
Letters rrom Abroaa, I, 56.
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and the treaining which the Prussian soldier showed,l

but
moire often he agreeu with llotley, who maintained that
Piruseis was &n Tartitf'icizl patchwork, without natural
coherence, mosaiced out of Lougnt, stolen and plundered
provinces ana only kept together by compress."2 He called
it a "camp...its whole population drilled to the bayonet."3
Not ell the travelers were this sweeping in their
conuemnation. altnougn most of them opposed militarism,
more than a few were impressed by the appearance of the
troops. They indicated & r'eal susceptibility to the
glemorous aspects of the army. One traveler called the

N

Prussian soldaiers "excellent specimens of manhood.
few remarked that they seemed of a iigher calibre of men
then the usual common soldier.5 wrote cne traveler
enthusiasticallv: "A handsomer, more intellizent, more
spirited set of coldiers we have never met....Tall, well-
meae, solaier-like in bearing, they have tne manners of

- . €
eaucateda gentlemen, and look as fit foir peeace as for war."

1 Brace, idome Life, ppe. 257-2L8.

2 motley, Correcspondence, I, 90.

° Ibig.

4 Maney, Lkemories over the Wdater, p. 1ll4.

S Sillimen, & Visit to EBurope, II, 309: Guild, QOver
the Ccean, p. 326,

6 Bellows, The 0l4 Jorld, I, 73.




Anotner claimed: "I cen never torget it. All asbout me

were groups of Prussian coldiers, singing togetner in parts

from the notes, their beautiful national, and military airs.

oome travelers even found substentiasl excuse tor the
existence of an army in Germany. One writer bLelievea that
politicul conditions made militarism essentiel fou Buropean
states.2 As one writer put it, "Germany, owing to ner
situaetion, is forced to draw the swoiQa wnel otners diaw
it."3 another traveler felt that zn army was probsbly a
=00d place to draw off tne surplus population to relieve
economic pressure on the few possibilities for employment.4
Jdowever, & good many travelers regaided an army raised by
conscripticn &s & protection of the rights of the people.
It prevented the earmy from being entirely at thne sesvice
of the monsascn, they argued.5 irote one traveler on German
universasl military service, "It is but a toay of armed
citizens....Indeed, they are tine most indepenaent and
intelligent tiroops in Europe, ana they sympathize in

. . . 6
everything with the great mass of the people."

1 Robert Dodge, Liery Sketches and Reviews during an
Europezn Tour in the Year 1847 (New York, 185C), p. 1l26.

2

Calvert, Scenes and Thougnts, Lecond Series, p. 4.

3 N, W. wright, Dore, p. 369.

Washington, Echoes of EFurope, pp. 144-14C.

C. E. Stowe, Report, p. 2t2.

& Cosson, Loiterings in Eusope, pp. 261-262.
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Llthough militarism drew forth nore disapprovel fronm
the american treveler in Germanrthan any other single aspect
or German politicszl lif'e, some of the travelers feared the
intrluvence of paternelism upcn individualism in Germeny. The
tendency tovard statism, the traveler believed, was in-
compatitcle witih the development of a healthy democracy. In
Prussia anc austirie, paternalism and the buresucracy of the
state nad Lecome the most thoroushly accepted end developed,

1

the Lnericasn noticed. As one Americen traveler wrote, the

king of Prussis seemed to be "a good father keeping a grave
and et'fectionate wetch over the pleasures of his children."z
Anotner treaveler, tewildered by the complicated system of
off'icisls and regulaticns in Vienna, concluded, "“No sensible
american would ettempt to interfere with any one of these
reguleticns, or witn the governments, or undertake to reform
any one of them."3
The German devotion to the pomp and ceremony of officiel-
dom has already kteen noted in the chapter on the German
charecter. It was this characteristic of Prussian and

Austrian bureaucracy that proved to be the most exaspersting

to tne americsn traveler. Everywhere in Germany he was

Corson, Loiteringzs in Burope, p. 2£58.

02

il. B. Stowe, Sunny Memories, II, 358.

Nashington, Echoes of Europe, p. 296.
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besieged by officiels ol the governments ana all of them
seemed to beer elaborete titles or uniforms to inaicate
thneir assoclatlion with the government and the military.
One traveler remarked that every tiniid person in Germsny
wore a badge of office.l Even the railroads, commented
anotner, were run withn military precision.2 lie relsated
seeing a great deal of ceremony extended to one pessenger
on a trein in Germany---complete with a specisal car, plat-
forrm, and a cearpet foi the celebreatec personazge's descent.
The curious smerican fully expectea to see a frince at least,

wrote the traveler, “but on inguiring {we] were iufosmed

(in & whisper) that it was the Presicent of tne nhoad! This
is a government appointment in this country."3
The smerican weas willing to grant in many instances

thet Frussien government was good government---zt least tor
its efficient and honest administration. DBut his instinctive
individuelicsm rebel}ed at the regulatiocns aund red tape of
government and at its interference in the ordinary activities
of life---particulecrly in "tirades, marriages, and family

affairs."4 Tne German had become used to it and quite

1 Johnson, Peasent Life, p. Cl.
A

Hosea, Glimpses o¢of Europe, p. 278.

S Ipigd.
4 J. R. Browne, Americen Femily, p. 110.
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acceptea it, but to the American it was intolerable.l As
one traveler wrote, "Frussia is a well-managed ecstate, not

& viell-governed country."z

kotley called it a "homeopathic
tyrenny": “Frussia is a mild despotism, to be sure. 'Tis
the nhomeopathic tyranmny---smell doses, consteutly adminis-
tered, and strict diet and regimen. Rut what annoys you
wost is tihls constant dosing, this succession of infinitesimal
government pills which the peatient subject bolts every instant.
bverything, in fact, is regulated by the government."5

In addition to militarism and paternalism in Germeny,
the fmesican traveler objected to the economic inequalities
that conf'ronted him in Europe. ne was familiar eaough with
tile woratic Alger ty.e of success story in american life,
that seemed open to almost any enterprising and ambitious
young man, to bte shocked at the future of toil, poverty,
anda economic oppression thet seemed to be the destiny of a
mejoirity of Germans. The American could own land easily,
estekblisn his own business, worx at a trade, iise to
t'inericial sminence and material comfort without toc much
difficulty. The poverty and lack of economic opportunity

in Zurope appelled nim. Even many of the nolbles, claimed

1 Bellows, 0ld world, p. 356.

& Calvert, Scenes and Thoughts, First Series, p. 69.

S unotley, correspondence, I, 9C-91.
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one writer, had an iucome in Germeny less than many americai
tailors &and shoemakers.l Traveler after treveler commented
upon the poverty and misery of the people in Germen villages.2
"To ke condemned to live as the average Zuropean family lives
would make life & pretty heavy burden to the average imericean
I'emily," concluded one traveler.3

The poverty of the German lower class was brougnt home
even more sharply to the americen by the beggers he met on
the 1road (except in thnose arcas where ktegging nad been maae
illegal.) Thne trevelers creuited the throngs ol beggars to
all sorts of things: to overpOpulation,4 to the 1inadolence of
tne peOple,5 to the number ol tourists in Germany,6 and to
the naturel sencrosity of the Germaun heart.7 But whatever
thie reessons that the Admericen traveler, accurately or
inaccurately, gave for the custom of begging, he compared

it unfavorably with cupesrior conditions at home. It was an

1 pwight, Travels, p. 97.

= Dewey, The 0Old Jorld, p. 175; Amory, WedgingiJournex,
II, 176; aiestand, Iravels in Germeny, p. 106; Willis, ZRurel
Letteis, p. 27%; Brace, Home Life, p. 2735; gt _al.

S Twain, & Tramp Abroad, II,272.
4

Sparks, Life, II, 87.

wWeed, Letters from Europe, p. 600; Sweat, Highways
ot Travel, p. 185.

& Joynes, 0ld Letters, p. £5.

7 Griffin, Impressions of Germany, p. 20.
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expression of' poverty that the American found distasteful.
One treaveler claimed that students at Heidelberg were some-
times forced to live in this fashion beceuse they had no
otner means ol earning en income.l Suchi conditions were
stertling to the American "who has no immediate apprehension
of such a misfortune."2

The poverty of mucn of Germany was even less under-
stendekble to the smericelr when ne scaw the rich abundance
01 tne land in ot:iei areas. One writer =szid that the
traveler was almost always impressed with the "immense
variety of rich productions with whici tiie bounty of heaven
has endowed that beautiful and highly favored land."3 The
sermenr skKill and efficiency in agriculture was liliewise
noted.4 Yet even this did not seeir to alleviate the
econocmic distress of much of the population. ILEven though
tlie peasants owned their own land, they clustered, by custom
and traaition, in miserable villages anda pernaps had to walk

- . . .o O . . . .
miles toe till their soil. The Americuen traveler in Germany

1 risk, Travels in Zurope, p. 44°%.
2 J. R. Browne, American Family, p. 109.
3

wheaton, "Progress and Prospects," p. 47.

4 Joel Edson Rockwell, Scenes _and Impressicns iabrosad
(hew York, 186C), p. 254; Johnson, Peasant Life, p. 222.

= Willis, Rursl Letters, p. 288; llaney, Memories over

the_witer, py. 1l27-128; Griffin, Impressions of Germeny,
pe 74; lieriwether, A Tramp Trip, p. 138.
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did not try to solve these contradictions in Germair economic
life. He did not even know an answer. ide coula only register
nis dilspleasure &at such conditions and congratulate himself
that they dia not exist in America. He would leave it to a
Henry George later in the century to point out that america
too had become the vietim of both progress aui:d poverty.

Hdad the Americen nad the advantages of hiistoricel

alunasizgnt, he might heave reelized that since the physicel
and economic and historic conditicns of his own land were
1ot dupliceted in Germeny, ne could not reglly count on
dupliceting his government cr his society by a mnevolution
in that country. He night have realized tnat the tredition
ena nabit of militerism, peternalism, and economic inequalilty
did not augur well for the sort of democracy ne envisioned
in Germany, in spite of the flact thet liberalism and national-
ism were sbroad in the land. Other forces were at work i.
European society, in the mounting industrialization, in the
modernizeticn ot commuanication, transportation and warfere,
thet were to alter fundamentally the existing scheme of
things. New iueas were brewing in the heads of men theat
were to sweep away many of tne old concepts and ideals. but
the samericean tiriaveler in Germeny did not, indeed could unot,
know this. Karl Kerx was still almost unknown by tine

Revolution ot 1848; Charles Darwin had not yet published
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the f'ruit of his studies and researcnes; and Friedericic
Nietzcne was still a child when the [evolution broke over
zurope. The aAmerican could only cling to the taith or his
age end throw his support wholeheartedly to the liberals

in tae Germen uprisings of 1848.

The Revolutio:n of 1848

The Revolution of 184< in Germany opened in the early
cpriig ol that yeeair when the catalytic news of the Febkruary
revolt ia Paris reeacned the capitils of the German states
ana set i motion the forces of liberaiism and nationalism
thet ned been vrewlug fo1 severewcl decaces. Rel'orm movements
in tae indivicduzl states nad alreeaedy Legun, ana even rFredeiick
wvilliam IV o1r rrussia naa acygulesced in liberal dewanus by
convoking the United Diet of Frussia witn a view tc reflorming
the organization of tnhe state anu to raise money for tae
state by new taxes. & few davs previous to the outbreax in
reris, a delegate to the Dict of Baden had demanded German
unity and a politicel conflederation patterned at'ter the
United States. ile cclled for delegetes fiom tihe German
stztes to seek reforms in the Confederation Diet at
Fyankrort.l But, with the news from France, liberalism

burst into full btloom and the people were far ahead of this

1 Valentin, The German People, p. 419.
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limited action. VFor tne first time in German history, the
German people elected representatives to & nati. nal assembly
at Frenifort by universal manhood suffrage.l This tody was
to ettempt to write a constitution for a united Germany,
based upcn the nereditary dynasties of the individual states
vut inccrporating liberel principles and concessions.

The same spirit and enthusiasm int'iltreted the individual
governments, particularly in southwestern Germasny where
liberalism haa become the strongest. Censorship of the press
wes ended. Revolts occurred in Beden, surtemburg, LEavaria,
nesse Jesrmstadt, Nasssau, #welimar, and many oI the otner smalld
German states and ft'ree cities. The wetternich government
211l in Viennsg, wnile stuaents marched in the streets, and
th:e new government capituleted to the demands of tae liberals
f'or a constitutional government. Even in berlin, the early
asye of the revolution saw Frederick #illiam withdrawing
the troops from the fighting that had broken out, driving
tenind the slain revoluticnaries through the streets of the
capicel, and granting in one sweeping gesture zl1 the demands
r'os reform.g

For sll its brsve beginnings, the movements---fLotn

libesrel ana netional---ended in failure. The PFreanktort

1 Valentin, The German People, pp. 421-22.
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Parliament was unable to resolve the guesticii of waich of
the two great German gowers, Austria or Prussia, should be
siven tine headeshlp of tne proposed united Germany. In the
endi, the natioanalism wnich the revolutionists so ardently
cpoucsed, defeated its own g uroose. Pushed to its logical
extreme 1in Germany, it inevitably became particulearism.
The small German states woulu not follow the dictates or
tne Imperial administration and resented the choice of tae
riohenzollerns as tne aead coif the new nation. King Frederick
William IV or ~Prussia, encoureged Dy tne gatnering strength
of the counter-revolution and feartrul ot Aaustria, refused
tc accept the crown of the new empire, when it was presented
tc him a year af'ter the teginning of the Revolution. austric,
in the full tide of reaction and emtittered by the neglectful
treatment of tihe Franki'ort Parliament, was determined to re-
esteblish the old Confederation Diet in which it nhad control.
The nationelists were neither strong enough nor clever enougi
to transcend the power of the hereditary independence of the
Germnen stetes and to f'ace the opposition of Austrian and
Prussian arwries.
Tne cousse o1r the revolution in regard to libeialism
was even more pathetic. The austrian army put dowir the
rebellion emong the Czechs end in Vienna and, with the help

of Ruesia, in dunzery. The prouad constitution that thne
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austrien assembly nad proposea was itorgotten in the reaction
tnat brought asrchduke Franz Josepn to the talroue. Tne army
ir: rrussia similerly tacked tne monarchy and Freaesick
William gradually dispensed witin the constitutional govern-
ment inaugureated by the liberals in favor of his own travesty
of & liberal constitution oi 13£0. These two greet powers
ol' Germany succeeded 1. quelling the uprisings in the small
German c£tates by tne force of arms.

Tne last scene of tie drama was enacted when Frederick
wiliiar sought tc establisa a united Germany by nis own
methou& and under Frussisn leadership. iie proceeded in this
direction ageaeinst the wishes of w~ustria ana 1in the 1race or
Lie Oppositicn ol' the soutn German state ol caveria. Yet
rirussie was not in a posit.on to ent'orce ner stana. Her
tirrcops had not acquitted themselves very notably in support-
ing tne German nationelist movement in Scnleswig-idHolsteln,
and the vacillating Frederick #illiam lacked the confidence
to pit them cgainst a threatening Austria. e, therefore,
bowea in dereat, almost without a struggle, to amustrian
Supiemacy ana the re-esteblishment of the old Conrederatici
et Olmlitz ia 1850.T

Tie american traveler in Germany did not see the whole

canorama of the German revolution in this sumirary fashion.

SN [ ol [
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He saw only postions and chunks of it, ana his comments
related what he saw. Nevertheless, the implications of nis
statements are clear. de was naturally in support or the
revolutionasvies. In this, he tollowed the sentiments of inis
ownl nation at home, which greeted the Revolution with acclaim
and becweme giadually discouraged and disheartened with its
progress. One student of public opinion of that period in
America has claimed that "the belief Lkecame prevalent that
the German people were to blame, that they were unfit for
likerel institutions. During the years 1849 and 1350
americans were critical of the German character, ana their
f'eelings grew contemptuous."l

Nonetheless, at the outset the american traveler was
optimistic. He regardea the Frankfort Parliament with hope
anua admiration, pointing out the distinguished character
of its representatives.2 another described the early
meetings oi the boay in glowing terms: "“idere, elate with
hope, and promising themselves gieat things, with tond
expectations 92f the realizing ot long-cherished wishes, good,

and wise, ana well-intentioned men met together to talk of

plans for their country's wea.].."3 Later, when the practicel

Gazely, 4smerican Opinion of German Unitication, p. %5.

2 Kirkland, Holidays Abroad, pp. 229-230.

Copway, Running Sketches, p. 236.
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American had wealiea of the theoretical debates in the
Parliament, he concluded, "...few, if any, possessed that
plain, practical &tility which, when something is to be
done, is of more avail than great stores of learning."l

The fact that the American most resented and to which
the traveler attributed much of the failure of the Revolution,
was the use of troops, particularl - Prussian, against the
insurscents. Even in Berlin, when tne King was working back
tc the 0ld state of things in 1849, one traveler wrcote in
disgust that 1t was necessary for him to have about ten or
f'ir'teen thousand soldiers in the city "to kkeep the loyalty
o' the monarch's loving subjects in & healthy state of
activity."2 Tne use of force stiuck the americai as even
rore despicacle in otner areas of Germany. william Cullen
Bryant, traveling thisough the Rhinelands aud Eavaria during
124v, particularly compleined of t‘nis.3 And when Prussian
troops were used to tirample down the last stand of the
revolutionists in Baden, he was especially angesred at the
power of the ruling nouses. The Prussians w ere used, he

believed, "to take the part of the Grund Duke of Laden

Copway, Running Sketches, p. 256,

2 vward, Letters from Three Continents, pe. 39.

S William Cullen Eryent, Letters of a Tr&veller or
.otes of Things Seen in Burope and imerica (lew York,
8L 0 y» Po 428, :
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areinst nis peoyle."l Another traveler also complained =zbout
tuis i‘act.2 The presence of Firussian troops in the "free"
cities of namburg and Frankfort, pusned tine smericean tiaveler
into vigorous def'ense of the citi.ens of those areas.5 The
support of the smericans for the mungarian's struggle cgainst
sustiria, under the leaaership of Kossutn, is well kKnown, and
tne hAmerican traveler revealea nhis sympathy tor the wagyars.
wrrote one traveler, wnen he witnessed &1 Austrian army parade;
"Thouga we young smericans, never naving seen sSo many men
under erms, were impressed by tne trillient displey, yet our
sympathy with the iiungarians wnom the Austrian goveinment had
been enabled only bv Russien nelp to defeat, led us to look
on with an inward protest."5

The ahumerican tiraveler saw otner reasoncs for the feilure
of the revolution 1.1 the earlr years after its defeat. To
onie trevelei, 1t was the interventionr of foreizgn powers that
Kept Germany from achieving her true destiny in these years.
1ie btelievea thet no government of Europe really supposted

tne cause of freecom, anua he statea, "The dawniiug conl'ederacy

1 Bryant, Letters of e Travellel or i.otes of Tn.in:S
Seen in Durope and smerica, p. 427.

[l

Clarke, Eleven .eeks, p. 136.

3 Brace, .iome Life, p. 36; Bulleard, Sights aud Scenes,
j;). 5}6.

4 Eryant, Letters of =z Traveller, 430,

Angell, Reminiscences, p. 4%.
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o1 Germany melted into the air before the spells of diplomacy.
Haa there teen z power to back the cause of freedom, &s Russia
bacKed the cause of despotism, we should now be looking upon
regenerated nations, instead of listening to the laments snd
appeals of exiled patriotism upon our own shores....“l

Another traveler laid much of the blame at the feet of
IFrederick William IV of Prussia for nis inconsistent role in
tiae action and for nis eventuszl cepitulation to the army to
use force a;ainst the revolutionists. "On his subjects, ™
wrote this tiaveler, "being & soft-natured, weak-hearted
sovereign, who can retuse them nothing, he lavishes promises.
But, althouish he loves them well enougn to promise everytuing,
e 1s go mucih attached to his royael prerogatives as to grant
them nothniliwz; and in reply to their just murmurs, he ordei's
out his two hunared and sixty thousend muskets, with men
attached, to quell the rebels."2

To some extent the mmerican traveler, like nis lellow
countrymen &at home, lost his patience with the German people
when the second attempt to establisn a united, liberal German
nation miscarried as badly &s the earlier one of 1814-1815.
One treaveler concluded that the German was quite willing to

dream ot liberty rather than procure it becsause there was

1 Tappan, A Step, II, 37.

E WNard, Letters from Three Continents, pp. 50-51.
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"lacking some essential element o1 unity, eitier in tnemselves

as a people, or 1in the physicel construction of the couatry.*

another seemed to indicate a similar belief when ne pointed
oat tnat the Germans seemed to "submit passively to arbitrary
power" althougn he felt their souls were still free.2
Aiotner traveler described a peasant he met wno indicated to
the americen some reasons for the railure of the revolutione.
Tne German peesant was, by nature and by habit, conservative.
Wrote tne americen, "He was inevitably wedded to old fashions,
anc things ol the past, had served against the Republicans
in lc49, anda not a glimmering idea of the present national
wovement naa ever entered his mind.”5 Anothes traveler
concluaed tnat the people were still loyal to tneir rulers
ana their armies and were not reaay tor a republic or a
aemocIacy .

However, it took a good deal more thau tne failure of
tne German nevolution of 1842 to sheaxe funaamentally the
'sitin in progress toward democracy tinet characterized tne

Americaen traveler of tne first half of the century. He haad

1 Johnson, Peasant Life, p. <O.

2 Greeley, Glances at Europe, p. <6.

5 Bayard Taylor, By Wavs of Europe (Kew York, 1869),
Po. 330-331.

4 Barnard, "Political Aspects," p. 25.

1
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a momentary disappointment in the Germaun people, peihaps, but
nis belief thet everytning would ultimately come out the way
ne foresaw was as sturdy as ever. This idea was expressea by
meny of the Americen travelers in the years tfollowing soon
atter the revolution. OSome travelers tcok comfort in the
act that this was but & "partial revolution" to prepare the
way t'oir a complete one, or a step in the directiocn of demo-
cratic and liberel government. One remerkea that the Frankfort
Assembly meae a "leap" in Germen development Ly releasing
tne people Irom an instinctive and traditional respect for
royalty and authority.l Others agreed thet the next revolution
would free the Germen from his bonaage to the promises and
oaths o1 princes &and kings.z No statement better illustirates
tne feith of the American than the trollowing passage rrom &
letter written by Samuel Gridley .owe to Chearles Sumner. It
Lears strong evidence of a faith in man's nature and destiny
that is almost Emersonian in its transcendental tones:

As for political matters...my impressions, from

all I see, are strongly in favor of the notion tanat,

malgre the reaction, there has been an immense gain
to the ceuse cof litverty in Germany.

I have been surprised to find how easily some of
the ardent republicans have become discouseaged, and HOW
they have lost t'aith in the people....lt 1is tecsause
their f'eaith did not go deep enough; it was founded not

——— e e —

1 Culvert, Scenes ena Thoushts, Second Series, [p. 38-39.

2 Cox, Buckeyve abroad, p. 337; Weed, Letters from Burope,
Pe 015,
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upon the core ol humanity, which is always sound, but
upon the sgpposiplon of the people naving attained a
degree or intelligence ana virtue wihich they pioved iwn
tne nour ol trial not to have attal.;ed. I tell them
that po_doubt is to be damned; that to doubt the
capccities of humanity is to blaspheme God, and te
without 1eligion in the world.l

Furthermore, the s~mericen was convinced, liberalism and
naticnelism were not cead in Germany. One traveler recorded
talking to a Germen who assured him that ne "woula ce s
reguc.icen 11 he dared."? Anotner Americen who attended a
Pen-Germanic festival at Gotha in 1861 was impressed by the
force of nationalismr among the Germans. Hde wrote that "in
s, ite o1 differences of chaiacter, customes, dielects, idesas,
institutiocns, and creeds, thei'e i1s an earnest cesise to kKirdle

Spirit or patriotism which shall 1rise &kove &lli nairower
distinctiowns, ana lay the foundstion of one sreat &and
homogeneous E.mpire."3

Thus, most smericzn travelers recovered from their
early disappointment in the results oif the German Revolution
or 1848. The era theat the aAmericsn anticipsted had not yet
come to pasSs, but he was not disillusicned in his dream. The

Revolution ot 184¢ was but the first experience 1in the

1 L. BE. Richerds, ed Letters and Journsls of Samuel
° e 4 < ’ ° 9 P dlcd o Ui A
Grigley Howe (Eoston, 1906-09 ), 11, 325-326.

2 Kaney, liemories over the Water, p. 1l24.

S Tayloly, At Home and abroad, Second Series, p. 227.
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movement of thought from the early vouthful optimism of the
american traveler concerning the fate of democracy and the
destiny of man to an awakening pessimism. There were to be
many others---llapoleon III of Frsnce, the American's own
Civil war, the economic meladjustments of the industrial

revolution, and tne ultimate unitficetion of Germany.

The Uniticstion of Germany

In spite ot the dismal outlook t'oi German nationalism
in 1850, within two decades Germreny was well on the road to
not only her dream of unity btut zlso to her dream of becomiiig
a f'eared and recognizea power of Europe. This was primerily
the work of Otto von tEismarck, solaier, diplomat ana statesman,
who came .nto real prominence in Gesman politics in 1362
whell he became Minister-Presiaent oi Prussia. william I
nad succeeded his brotiner on the throne, t'irst as regent
in 1857 and in his own right in 1861l. with the humiliation
of Olmutz still rankling in the Prussian bosom, williem I
piroceeded, under the guicance of Albert von Roon and ielmuth
von lioltke, to tuild up and modernize the Prussiazn army. de
ren into difficulties when the Landtag refused to grent woney
'orr these measures. rfismerck, celled in to airect the

government, shrewdly and forcefully circumvented this
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obstacle and continued the army refoims without the support

ol" the Landtag.l

German politicel life, while undergoing great economic
changes with tne advance of the industrial revolution, had
not substantially zltered in the decade since the end of
tie Revolution. &sustria had been involveda in European
erfairs, ri.st, in her nervousness over 3ussian action in
the Crimean War, and second, in a war with France over her
Italian provinces.2 dowever, the dream of uanity had by no
meens uled among the Germans. In the early sixties, a Pan-
Germanic movement, described ky EBeyard Tayloir previously,
swept over Germany. Franz Joseph nimself called for a
congress to .eform the Confederation, but the King of Prussia
rerusea to pasticipgate in & veanture sponsosed by A.ustria.3

On the other hand, there was little on the surt'ace
events of Germany to indicate that unificaztion was at hand.
Certainly the Amcrican traveler in Germany did not suspect
that & German naticn was closer to reality then it had teen
for vears. Throughout these years and up through the Austro-
Uermen JSsear of 1866, he indicated his belief thet the time

r'or unit'ication of Germany had not yet come. One traveler

1 Rose, "The Political History," Geimany in the
Nineteentn Centuiy, p. 12.

2 ward, cvermany 1815-1890, II, 11-36.
3 Ivid., pp. 91-94.
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looking at tine Cologne Cathedral speculated on whether this
buiiding, wilcih had been in the process of construction for
¢ix nundred years, would be finished before the completion
ol tne German steate wiica had been in the process ot con-
stiruction for a thousand.l ;Another traveler iandiczted her
discousragement witn the German people in 1866: "The
Vaterland is a f'ine poeticel term, but I fear me, only a
Tesm. University students tone their lyres to that Kkey,
anu tnere are men who still worship liberty...but the mass
of Germuns are content to dwell in passiveness rorever..."2
another travelsr ccncluded that “Ymost Germans woula iike
unity i1t they coula be the unit."3 He wrote, "So long &s
teelr’ is cheap, and songs oif the Fatherland cre set to lilting
strains, will these excellent people 'Ho, do, my brothers,'
end 'idi, Hi, my brothers, ' and wait for fste...to drive
ther into anything more thaii the brotherhood of brown mugs
o' teer ana wvegner's mysterious music of the future.“4

Furthermore, the lack of industrial and material

piogress in Germany led some of the treavelers to feel that

Germeans lacked the drive ana initiative, which =«mericans

daven, The Pilgrim's Wallet, p. 394.
Gritfin, QOld racts, pp. l1-2.
warner, Scunterings, p. 1lo4.
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£o acmirea, to estsblish a reeslly unified stete. One treveler
Leiieved the Germans did not use enough labor-saving machinery
o1 modern methods to stey up production and to Keep costs
down.l Another relt that "Business is a matter of a life-
time” in Germany and that it was not necessary that it should
Le "bLetter one montn than enother---one yeear than the next
score or years."z Another complained thet the villages and
the peasants were too "unprogressive" and thsat no cheange toox
plece for cent.ur:i.es.'3 The hmerican traveler in the sixties
was beginning to show signs of the great materiel progress
als owil nation had made. The dream of the futuire was not
nearly as satislactory when industry and invention promised
a wosla c¢f comfort tomorrow.

Yet in the course ot two Liief wars, the Denisin war of
1665-€4 and the Austrian War of 1866, Bismarcic and Prussis
nad created a North German Confederation that possessed
suostantial unity and sutuority. By the 1irst or these wars,
bismerck fosrced sustris into a situstion that would eventually
becume untenable, the Jjoint control with Prussia ot the

Duchies of Schleswig and n’olstein.4 Ey the second, at'ter

1 Andrew Preston Peebouy, Hdeminiscences of Buropean
Travel (New York, 1864), pp. 310-31l.

(]
&~

J. R. Browne, americen Femily, p. 123.

S Wwashington, Echoes of ILurope, p. 1l4l.

4 Velentin, The German People, pp. 460-465.
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skillful diplomacv to assure the slliance of Italv and the
neutiality of France, he demonstrated the superiority of the
new rrussisn arry by decisivelv defeating Austria in little
iwore then e month.l Also, he finaelly and definitely settled
the gquesticn of control of the destirny of & united Germany
by the creation ot the North Germen Confederaticn in place
of the Conf'ederation of 18&8lt&. Tnhis gave tne King of Prussisa
complete control of &all Gesmany north of the lkain River,
althougin & two-house legislature with little power and less
liberalism nad elsc been created.z

The American tiraveler could hardly refrain from commenting
1pon this series of events wnicn seemed gbout to reelize the
vicsion of Gersnany that had enchanted him for half = century.
Iorth Germany was indeed united under & Protestant power.
ihe new Confederestion recognized the principle of nationalism
ana by the creation of a Bundesrat and a Heichstag even the
srinciple of liverelism. Was it not & time for Jjubilation?
#rote George ctancroft, "This cay has Leen one of the »sreatest
interest in the history of Germany, being markea by the
orranizaticn of the first Imperial Diet asgsencled uncer the

new Ccnstitution of North Germany."5 fle vias convinceda thut

1 Velentin, The German Pecople, pp. 465-470,

£ Ibigd.
3 Eancrof't, Letters, II, 174.
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South Germany would eventually be included and that peace
would ensue.l William James dgeclarea that he was "all in
ffevor o1 Prussia" and regarded the victory as a "great
practicsl stride towards civilization."® Another said that
ner tregsorn convincea her tnat "wealth, order and religion®

would follow in the train of Prussia's conquest.“3

liotley
believed the&t Prussien success was not due to the "needle
suns" or even to pismarck, but to the principle or demo-
cracy.4 Althougn Frussia was not a democrecy, he indicated
tnat ne thought sne might now become oune. "Prussien military
despotism, by the Greace of God,* he wrote, "is pernaps open-
ing tne way more repidly for liberty iun Europe tnan all that
tane Kossutiils, Garibaldis, end lazzinis coula ef'f'ect i half

& century. If Germany becomes one, as may be the case in
less time than &ny one now deems, she will probably become
ultimately free, whetner called Empire or Republic."5

Not &all the americans in Germany were guite so en-

thusiastic or optimistic. Some could not quite torget that

Banecrort, Letters, II, 175.

o

~¥. James, Letters, I, 95.
Grittin, QOlu Fects, p. 2.
4 lotley, corresponuence, II, 24l1.
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unity had been achieved by "blood and iron" and not by the
matuel will of the German people. Jrote one, "Prussia
cerries matters with a pretty high hanu, and has not teen
very careful to propitiate the regions she nas annex-d."l
Another believed that in spite of Prussis's free schools
ana vital Protestantism, the smaller states regarded her
as ncthing but a military despotism "whose subjects must
ve either soldiers or slaves."z Poultney EBigelow maintscined
that the American boys in school at Sonn at the time had
been on the side of Austria during the war. They were, he
szid, wnoll:y "anti-Prussian."5

In a2 few more years, DBismarck, as Chancellor of the
North German Conflederation and allied with the south
vermaln states, pressed lrance into declaring wair on Gerinany.
During the chaotic months that followed, France ounce axain
became a republic, Paris experienced revolution and siege,
and tne Germans frightened all Europe by their crusning
defeat of the French. Most significant in connection with
Germen history, the ambition of the nationalists was at long
last fulfilled. The King of Prussia became the Emperor of

a united Germany which included the south German states of

1 Bellows, 0Old worlda, II, 95.
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warner, Sgunterings, p. 135.

S Eigelow, frussian llemories, p. 18.
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Bavaria, Wurtemburg, Bacen and desse. The organization of
the North German Cont'ederation was enlarged t o suit the
conditions of the new Germany.l

The hsmerican traveler in Germany was freguently swept
along in the proud nationalism that followed ner congqueri:ng
armies. Some aAmericans were impressed by German victories
aiia found themselves on the side of Germany because of them.2
wrote one treaveler in admiration, "All Germany was now living
mwore, tninking more, doing more in one day than usually in
two. The mighty energy that pervaded her victorious army
passed into all the people it left be‘nind...."3 Others,
wasting no love upon Louis lvapoleon, were pro-German because
they were anti-French. "] amm entirely on the German side,"
wiote one after criticizing Napoleon.4 Another blamed the

war on France and claimed that that nation nad been "insolent

and arrogant beyona uerself."5 George Bancroft also felt

1 Valentin, The German People, pp. 471-473.

2 J. d. Browne, Sights and Sensations, p. 209;
B. W. King, Our Diary in Europe (London, 1871), p. 46.
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durst, Life and Ljiterature, pp. 272=-277.

4 Fay, bMusic Studv, p. 79.
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tinat the French were responsible for the war and believed
that "King WNilliam went into the war most reluctantly."l

urthermore, the American traveler often viewed the
struggle as virtually defensive upon Germany's part. The
Prussians wele not seeking revenge, he claimed, but only
thneir just due from the tyrant Napoleon. “The Prussians
don't seem to have any feelings of revenge," wrote one
traveler, "but regard the French as a set of lunatics whomn
they are going to bring to reason."2 aAnother stated nhow
favorably impressed he was with the guiet and temperate way
in wnicn the Germans celebrated their victories.5

The rosy optimism that colored the new united Germany
was too much for many americans to witnstana. It did,
indeed, nave the character of realizing a dream. “une
empire was dying---great new Germany was about at its birth,"
wrote one traveler.4 Others were equally thrillea by tnis

S

stirring event. The r'esemblance and basic fellowsnip

between Germany and the United States was once more noted

1 Bancroft, Letters, II, 235-237.

= Fay, Music Study, p. 91.

3 Hurst, Life and Literature, pp. 289-291.
4

Byers, Iwenty Years, p. 27.

S Bancroft, Letters, II, 2£49-200; lorgean, IEZXtracts
from the Zuropean Journal, p. 269.
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1

by the American traveler. George Bancroft, looking at the

matter from a diplomatic angle as American Minister to
Frussisz, discussed the essential unity of Germany and the
United States in some detail:

Our foreign political interests almost always run
parallel with those of Germeny and are often in direct
conflict with those of France. Bismarck and the King
were true to our Union during our Civil War, when France
took sides against us. Germany respected the independence
of Mexico; the Frencih supported the Austrian adventures.
The United States were the firrst power to speak for the
security of private property at sea in time of war;
Germany is the only power which as yet fully adopts
the American idea. Germany desires to follow the kast
aAsiatic policy of the United States: fFrance, whose
commerce with Cnina is but one per cent of the wnole,
intrigues for power tnrougih the monstrous demands of
its Jesuit kissionaries. Germany, like amesica 1is
adverse to ultramontane usurpation;....Germany adopts
from us the t'ederative system....Germany leaves Spain
to choose her own government and regulate ner own
affeirs....The relations of Germany and formerly of
Frussia tc¢ England are much the same as our own; and
they have been so ror a hundred years. And Ekismarck
loves to give the United States prominence in the eyes
of Europe as a balance to Great bBritain. If we need
the solid trusty good will of any government in Europe,
we can have it best witn Germany; because German
institutions and ours most nearly resemble each other;
and bLecause so many millions of Germans nave become our
countrymen. This war will leave Germany the most
powextul state in BEurope, and the most free; 1its
friendship is, therefore, most important to ug; and
has its foundations in history and in nature.

Even the rulers of Prussia and the new Germany came in

for americen acclaim during these yvears. Kaiser #illiam I

1 4urst, Lite and Literature, p. 293; tellows, Uld
-“I’Ox‘ld, I, 72.

£ Bancrott, Letters, II, 247-28.
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was admired by Americen travelers for his success, although
they reserved a few doubts about his militarism.l And
bismaick won the admiration of some aAmericans by his ability.2
One traveler compared him to John QJuinecy Adams in his attain-
ments. He wrote, "With unsurpassed couraze and competency,
ne possesses aistingsuished prudence and self-control. e
does not unaertalte the impossible nor invent & policy. e
mesely shapes and articulates a puvblic sentiment which for
a hundred years has wailted for its crystallizing moment."3

But what had nappened to liberalism? The new Germany
.0ssessed a parliamentary government, and some Ameilcans
miznt see it as a "free" government, as an assurance thsat

the new day haa aawned. But other Americans were beginning

to be skeptical of a2 Bundesrat that represented the old

princes ot the German states, of a Reichstag in which Prussia
had the controlling voice, and a Chancellor who was not
responsible to the perliament at all but only to the Emperoi.
Even Bancroft, wnho looked upon the new Germeny favoratly,

was willing to concede that the Germans were as thoroughly

1 Grirfin, 0ld I'acts, p. 278; Bellows, 0Old .orld,
I, 74. —_— ==

2 Motley, Correspondence, I, 224-225. -

3 Bellows, 0ld Jorld, I, 342-3%43.
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mon&rcinial as the Americens were republican.l Another writer
maintained that Germany "knew no sucn thing as freedom."2
Ticknor telt that William I was an agreeable persoin but that
was guite a diff'erent thing from being a great or a wise
statesman.3 Another traveler was critical of the Prussian
Diet whicn he felt was neither representative nor liberal.
Of all Germany, he felt that Prussia was the "nearest in
Llomise” to lirterelism, but taat the victory would never be
won. He concluded that it was no concern of Americans
except insof'ar as they were "well-wisners of tneir t'ellow
merl. nwd

The militaristic atmosphere of united Germany &also
disturbed Americans. One maintaineud that the people went
to war reluctantly and onlv by i‘orce.5 Another said that
he was discouraged to discover that to the Germsan a national
state meant only a means of putting her among the t'irst
Iank poweils ot Europe ana meant nothing concerning the

libexty of the individual. He concluded that most of tiae

Bazncroft, Letters, II, 202.
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Germans he met had "no taith in anything except brute
i‘Orce."l denry Adams caid that the Germany he loved was
eignteentn century Germany whicin the new Germany was ashamed
of' end was destroying as fast as possible. Military Germany,
ne caia, was his abhorrence.2
At the very time when the new Germany was in tihe process
of birth, the smerican traveler was experiencing the beginning
of a shift in attitudes. The o0ld image of Germany was dying
and & new one, composed of the brutality, the militerism,
the despotism, the paternalism, the materialism and the
arrogence, that the smerican traveler had noticed through-
out tne century, was created. The American traveler in
gesmally during these years of transition nad conflicting
sentiments. ile was botn enthusiastic and sieptical. Germany
nad beeir united---by blood and iron; Germany had a Parlia-
ment---but no liberty; Germany had free schools and I'&mous
universities---but no independence of thought; Germany nad
Protestantism---but no religion; Germany aad artistic
ecnievement---but no real culture. The facts of modern
Germeny, and the modern world, were going to have a profound
ef'fect upon the aAmerican's old ideals that had teen the

tasis for a helf a century of optimistic regard for the

futuire of mane.

L Merle Curti, ed., The Learned Blacksmith or Letters
ensd Journals of Elihu Burritt (New Yorx, 1237), pp. 61-62.
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Yet eveu in 1871 whewn the modern age vroke with a
terrirying impact upon the western world, the american
traveler's belief in tne future was not guite dead. iie
could look with nope upon the Crown rFrince of Prussia as
pQernaps bringing more libera'ism to Germany than his father

did.t

de still might say, although he did not ssay it quite
so often, "“How long the masses will bear this [tyrannj] is
the question. It seems impossible, or the next thing to
it, to change the institutions of a country....Still the
exa ple ol our country, its ra_.idlv augmenting wealth, its
emezin:g prosperity ana progress are doiling necie to teach
mankind than eny other instrumentality. It will be
im.ossible to maintuin the present order of things for
anotnelr century in the face of our example and gureat

success.“z

1 J. d. Erowne, &Lights and Sensations, p. 360.

2 lorgen, Extracts from the European Journal, p. 32ZC.




CHAPTER VI
TiHE AMERICAN TRAVZILER AND THE NEWN GEAliaNY

Tne Americen lkinister to Berlin in the late eighteen
ceventies and early eignhties fretted atout his umnpleasant
duties 1in getting Americans out of trouble for their vigorous
denunciation of the new German Empire. He cited the case
o1’ the american who thought that patriotism recguiired him
"to roundly denousnce Germany, tihe German pecple and tne
impesicel government“in a4 crowded railway coacne. This
candlid expression of the american's reelings toward the
new Germeny undoubtedly was in bad taste, and it may have
maltiplied the difticulties of tne office of tne American
iiinister to Eerlin. Nevertheless, it was convincing proof
of the American attitude toward the new Germany. It illus-
trated the change in opinion of most Americen travelers in
Germany in the nineteenth century.

Althougn the unificstion of Germaeny pleased American
travelers superificislly because it simplified the business
01" travel through thet area,2 it constituted a major dis-

appoiuntment in the american's nhopes for the future. The

1 wnite, Autobiography, I, 532.

J. H. EZrowne, Sizshts &ng Sensations, p. £78.
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american did aot usually hesitsate to express nis growing
bitterness and resentment st the way the German Empire nad
actually turned out. These cormments increased i the deluge
of' travel narratives of Americens in Europe toward the end
or' the century. The bonds of sympathy between tne americsan
ana the German people were beginning to fray. The traveler
criticized the Germen for being aggressive and irciteting

1 He was dis-

i manner after his victory over the French.
appointed in the people for once again failing to achieve
wnat they had striven for in the course of the century, and
he now laid mucin oif' the responsibility for that failure upon
a deflect i the nature of the people. "The general feeling
auoung aer people ceems toc be a sort of dull disappointment
wita the results of the last war," wrote one American. "It
nzs not brought the country either the wealth or the freedom
tiiat they hOped."2 Yet he felt it was primerily their own
fault and he could not sympathize wholeheartedly with the
pride of the Germans in their splendid army whicn represented
such a drain on their resources.3 denry James maintained

tnet the traveler coulca see the success of thne rFatnerland

reflected in all true Uerman taces, but it was not a very

1 Wight, Peoples and Countries, p. 122.

2 Brooks, Letters of Travel, p. 21Z2.
S Ibid.




cciuf'ortable success for the non-—German.l "People have
come to feel strongly within the last four years that they
must take tne German tone into account," he wrote in 1873,
"and they will find nothing here to lighten the task. If
you have not been used to it, if you don't particularly
relisn it, you doubtless deserve some sympathy....“2

For the Germany theat the American tiraveler visited after
1871 was indeed a new Germeny, and he was very conscious of
thet fect. It showed more "progress" in many ways then it
naddaring the entire century, and nowhere had the American
more evidence of' this than in the development or besli:n.
In thirty years, said one traveler in 1887, it nad been
"tiransformed from a muddy, unsanitery city of half & millioi,
Lo a dazzling capital of @ million and a guarter. New
streets, new pavements, new notels, new ..o0spitals, new
buildings o1 every kiud, new monuments, new animated faces
in place of the old Prussian faces of iron and stone, greeted
one everywnere. It nad been transfoimed from the Irepulsive
capitgl ofr a minor kingdom into the attractive cepital of
the most powerful empire of Europe."3 Another traveler,

&lso recording his second visit after a twenty yvear absence,

H. James, Foreign Parts, pp. 282-283.

Y]

Ibid., Transatlantic Siketches, p. 360.

Wicnt, Peoples and Countries, p. 1CZ.
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believea that berlin even exceeded Chicago in its develop-
ment.l The German and imperial ambition seemed to be, felt
another, to make it the finest city in the world.z It
compareda tavorebly with Eoston in the eyes of one traveler3
and with Paris in the eyes of another.?

The f'act was theat Germany had achieved nationhood
through nationalisin, but in the process she had developed
and expressed a new kind of nationalism. Even though the
Americen tiraveler lacked the historical perspective to
recognize this for what it was, he usually expressed his
aispleasure at the antagonism of the new nationalsim to the
stanaard ideals of the carly nineteenth century. The new
nationalism concentrated upon militarism and a paternalism
that bordered upon statism. Furthermore, the liberslism
and the economic equality of opportunity that the american
nad assumed would accompany the formetion of & united German
state had not meterialized. These things the American
traveler revealed in his travel narrative after 1871. ile
knew thet the new German state was out of line with his

treditional conception of it. iie knew what aspects of German

1 Gaze, A Leisurely Journey, p. 90.
© dale, Family rlight, p. £34.

° Lolton, Travels in Lurope, p. 163.
4

Barlosius, Recollections, p. 82.
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nat.on&al lire he did ..ot like. what the smmericen traveler
did ot Know was that the new German state represented & new
rhese of development of modern civilization that would in
tura af't'ect his own nation and whicn woulda temper the early
heady optimism in hmerica over the progress ot mankind with
& growing realism and pessimism.

As l1ludiczted in the previous chapter, the concept of
nat.onelism thzt dominated tne major portion or the
nineteentn century and that the americun traveler embraced
was "liberal nationalism." This midule-class pnilosopny
combined the utilitarianism of Jeremy Bentham witn the
humenitarian principles of universal dewocracy and inter-
nat.onal enligntenment ot eignteentii century nationaliSm.l
The hAmericen tiaveles's espousal of this pPilllosopily was
ceuwbroidered withh a sense of' his national mission to persuade
monarchies or Europe to cast off the bouds of the past and
foliow the example of the United States into the future.2

Yet during the last quasrter of the century, witn the
unitication of Germeny by blood and iron, with the formulsast.ion
01" the Alliance System, witi the rise of imperialism in the

eighties and nineties arnd the f'requent wair scares of tiuese

— e -

1 Hayes, Tane rnjistorical Evolution of Nationalism, pe. 155.

2 flans kohn, The Idesa of Nationgliem:
Crisins_end Eeckground (New York, 1:z44), p.

A Ltudv in Its
323




years, and witia tiae total impact of the industrial revolution
upon society, the concept of nationalism received a new
phrasing. Jltimately, it became "integral nationalism.®
For the use of tne national state as a means to a better
order of humanity, whicih the humanitarian and liberal
nationalists had reqguired, it substituted the national state
as an end in itself. It reguired ever increasing neational
power ana prestige basea upon military fosce. Personal
liberty and indiviaualism were completel: subordinated to
tne "nationsal interest.'l As stated by one exponent of
"integral nationalism," it demanded "excluasive pursuit
of national policies, the absolute maintenance of natioaal
integrity, and tne steady increace of national power---for
& nation aeclines when it loses power."z
The Americen traveler in Germany after 1871 did not,
of ccurse, Xnow all this. 1is ideas about nationalism were
stiil steeped in beliefs of the earlier nineteenth century
liberel natioualism, and the new concept nhad not yet achieved
doctrinaire articulation. Eut the smerican did recognize
certain aspects of German national lif'e in the new kmpire
tnet ne kKnew were far out or line witiy nis iaeas of botin

the netionel state and the concept or a unif'ied Germany.

1 Hayes, The .listorical Evolution of MNaticaalism, p. 166.

c:

Quotea t'irom Charles Maurras, ibid., p. 165.
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for one thing, ne noticed, Germen national pride zna gpower
dictated that tne new Empire make nher presence felt in the
western world. One traveler remarkec upon this in thne
aebates on colonialism in tae eighties.l Patriotism nad
become cheuvinism and Jjingoism. A traveler thus recorded
a uerman celebration the day of tne victory ol Sedan:
"There was a yueer l'ourth-of'-Julyisn procession in tne

at'ternoon, ana the boys sang Wacint am ahein about the

<

streets all eveniug."® Another traveler felt that patri-
otism nad replaced religion in German lil'e, ana the Germans
were developing hatred for every sort of rfoscreigner, incluaing
botii the Jews anad Americans.3

The most frightening aspect of the new natiocaalism to
tne am=rican was the bad feeling it engendered tetween the
Germans and the Frencn. Some travelers believed that the
Germans were Jjustif'iea in their antegonism toward the
French,4 but others sided witn the defeated nation after

1871.5 As one traveler saia, it was L£ismarcik and Kaiser

1 Gaze, A Leisurely Journey, pp. 107-108.

= Brooks, Letters of Trevel, p. 1l79.

-

Parry, Life Among the Germeans, pp. 1653-185.

4 korrison, Rambles in burope, pp. 509-310; barlosius,
Recollections, p. 97.

5 Jackson, Glimpses of Three Coasts, pp. 362-365.
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who t'osterea the natred in preparation for the war and that
there was i1eally no bad blood between the two peoples.l
4i1'0te another traveler, "The German youth ere being filled
wit.: natred against the Frenca; and the many injuries of the
past must yet be avengea, by an even greater humiliation....
The modern Germsai is likely to become a thorn in the flesh
of’ humanity at large,---not because he is victorious, but
because he is t'orever blowing thes btlast of hils victories oa
tue trumpet of fame."2

In addition to the antagonism between Germany and France,
the american traveler was aware that parts of the German
Empiire were 1ill reconciled to their absorption by a Prussian

-

ermany. One traveler commented thzst even after consolidaticn,
the Fathnerland was "very much divided into little sections."3
denry James felt a certain sympathy for the sovereigns wliose
territories Bismarcx and Prussia had swallowed "&s smoothly
as & gentleman following e tonic regime disposes of his
homeopathic pellet."4 Another traveler noticed tnat even

though Frankfort was more prosperous tnan ever since her

Incorporation into the Empire, a good many of the older

Locke, Nasby in Exile, pp. £94-29C.

M

Parry, Life aAmong the Germans, p. 83.

G

Teuffel, Cne Year Abroad, p. 195.

Jd. James, Transatlantic Sitetches, p. 3638.
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inhatitants still bemoaned the loss 0of ncr ancient sover-
eignty.l Another believed that Eavaria experienced a decay
under the domination oif ner powerful nortnern neighbor.z

Even more disturbing to the hAmerican was the German
anaexation atf'ter tihe France-German War of the territorcy of
salcace~-Lorraine which had become thoroughly French. The
traveler in the late nineteenth century found the discontent
o1l the people of Strasbourg out ot Keepilng witan the whole
concept of self-determinction whien nad been a part of
netionaliem. The hAmerican recognized the fact thet the
pecple welre very dissatisfied witn German rule and "did not
tukKe dinuly to their rulers.“5 Arote one traveler,
"Otiasbousg is a conyuered city. It has teeun toru if'rom

Piance ana transferred to Germeany, without tae coassnt of

its owii people....The people feel tnat they nave been

conguerea, «nd the iron has entered into their souls. One
ccii see it in a silent, sullen l1oo0k, whicn is not natural
to Frenchmen."4 Another writer believed tnet it was full
of German spies ready to take note of the disaffection of

the people towards Germany.5

Scripps, Five Months abroad, p. 60.

Nignht, Peoples and Countries, p. 10O0.

S William Stevenson, Sights and Scenes_ in Europe
\t'lint, lichigan, 18&82), p. 194.

4 pField, From the Lakes of Killarnev, p. l22.

¥ Leriwether, Tramp Trip, p. 129.
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Furthermore, some Americans believed that the German
rulers were not as popular as they had been formerly, with
either Germans or Americans. They noted that the people
were not always enthusiastic in their reception of the

1

Emperor in spite of the pressure of the government. One

traveler, who on the whole approved of Eismaick and his
policy, was quick to admit that the German Chancellor did
possess a ruthlessness that was distasteful toc an American.2
One hAmerican felt that the German military genius Moltke

Kindlea more entnusiasm than eithesr Eismerclk or the Kaiser,3

whi.le another called Bismarck "the herc of the masses."?
Still another American stated his frank dislike of the
german sulers. re sald that in Germany iroyalty and nobility
meznt cimply brute forsce and suffering,.5

It would te inaccurate to assume, however, that the
feeling of' antagonism toward the new Germany was universal
among the Americen travelers. A few were impressed by

! . . . . _ . 6
Prussian success in achieving what it had set out to do ~--

H. James, Transatlantic Sketches, p. 369.

“Jhite, autobiography, I, p. 538&.

Teuffel, One Yesr Abroad, p. 198.

Gaze, A Leisurely Journey, p. 105.

Locke, Nasby in Exile, p. 595.
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Cook, A lioliday Tour, p. 1l89.
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a convincing proof of goodness to the pragmatic hAmerican---
ana some were even absorbed by the new naticnalism. The
american nation was not to be untouched by integral nation-
alism and at the end of the century the United States would
r'iad herselt aping the European powers in imperialism,
colonialism, and even in limited militarism. At least one
wWwirlter ia his owa explanation of the new nationalism snowed
himselt” to be partly persuaded by it. a#rote tae American
in ais attempt to explein th= German natioa to nis fellow
men:

s people, & nation, has an ianner lifle, an orgwnic
existence that preseusves its ilceantity througn ali
cinanges ot territory, of government, of passing
generetions. It is an idea, a sfreat generalizing
principle, a predominant thought, an organizing
sentiment, a vitel fo.ce, a mode of evolution, cail
it what you will, that constitutes the soul, the
essence of a nation. Tnils principle, this o minant
idea, gathers men around it, animates them with a
common national lire, educctes them, gradueally forms
their speecnh, directs their efrorts in a certain
course, co-ordinctes their ensergies, produces througn
them peculiar laws, shapes literature and art, builds
pOlitical and civil institutions, determines forms

of religion, molds sociel life, crezctes manners.
Loyalty to this central sentiment, this reigning
idea, constitutes_the soul of patriotism; disloyalty
begets rebellion.

hlso, some treavelers were impressed by the devotion
of many Germans to tlheir rulers and the Americzn admired
as well as criticized thew. One traveler bellieved thet

tile German devotlon to the monerchy was gSreater than

1 Wight, Peoples cnd Countzries, pp. 109-110.
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Ensland's devotion to gueen Victoria.l Anotner anoted the
homage whicn EBismarcK received even after retirement.2 Sut
it was wiaen tne smericen agreed thet Bismarck had shown
"foresignht and anticipation" as well as great political

3 or wnen the

scyacity in uniting Germany under en empire,
americen believed that the German Chancellor deserved a
nilsn place in history4---then the Americezn revealed that
while wisillusionment with the new Germany was pronounced
among the American travelers in tihe late ninsteenth century,
it was not complete nor universal.

But taere were other aspects of the new Germany &and
the new nationalism that were far less dim in asmerican
conscicusness. The new nationalism emphasized tiae use cof
armea force to increase and maintain the power and position
of the state. It placed the existence of tne state over
thie existence of the individual citizen and it liberalism
suffered by this, it simply had to sufter. Finally, it did
not close the gap btetween the very ricih and the very poor.
fhe americin traveler may neve lacked the knowledge to under-

stand what was reazlly happening to the concept of nationalism,

Gaze, A Leisurely Journey, p. 95>.

2

Byers, Twenty Years, p. 31lc.

(§))

Field, From the Lakes of Killarney, p. l14l.

Hale, Family Flight, p. 247.
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but he did understand and disapprove of these facts of the

new germanye.

lkilitarism and Paternalism

Tarouzhout the century the American traveler in Germany
nad been suspicious of the great power granted to the military
arm o1 the government in central Europe. Yet ne found
excuses for it in geog.aphiceal necessity ana in the mainte-
nence of tyranny. Hde also flelt it would be necessary for
the people te use foice in throwing off the control orf tiae
royelty and nobility end in establisning a liberal, unified
state. But the use of an army for purposes ol territorial
agglession end for protecting tine new nationalism atr'ter
unil'icat.ion---this hac¢ not been part ot the aAmerican's
vigsion of the future. de nad not [oreseen the slliance
System or the international tension that would ensue with
the unif'ication of Germany. Liberal nationalism was designed
for peace and eventueally for universal brotherhood of man.
but, in fact, once unification had been achieved, the army
was recarded as a tulwark of the state in the new nationalism.
AS Ccune historian naes written, "In other words, liberal
nationalists themselves unwittingly fashioned a nmartical
measter wnich helped to transform liberal into integral
naticraelism. For once 'oppressed' nationalities hsad won

taelr independence by force of arms and azccorded tne



246
enthusiastic praise to their generals and soldiess, they
came more and more to feel thst only force of arms could
mainteln thelr independence and insure their rightful place
end prestige in the world."l

After 1871 thue travel narratives of Americans in Germany
were crowded with innumereable comnents on the militarism of
the new Germany. Americans spoke of the “military spirit"

o1 the governmentz end czlled Germeny a "vast military

can:p."3 "Solaiers have deposed students, and the cayonet

nas stormed out the book," wrote one traveler.4 An American
was reminded at every turn thset Germany was & “Ymilitary nat.cn”
wit.: an eternasl etmosphere like that of the United States

in 1061 and 1862.5 One American believea it was part of the
Frussiean nature to be warlike and lances and battle-azxes

had merely been repleced by rifles and the methods of Moltke.6

William James spoke longingly of the "idyllic pre-Sadowan

German days" before militarism in its moder: meaning existed.

—

1 dayes, istoricsl Evolution, p. 226.

= Thwing, An sappreciestion, pp. 91-°2.

= Mesriwether, 4 Tramp Trip, p. 13%9.

4 roppin, lotes_of & cituaent, p. 0.

S Dmerson, Luropean Glimpses, pp. 55-E26.
6

Poultney &Ligelow, Faddles and Politics down the
Danube (New York, 1892), pp. 38-39.

N. James, Letters, II, p. 1l€O.
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Another traveler at the close of the century concluued thet
tne "spirit of the German government is the military
epivit.nt

These comments were not different in spirit or in content
from tne American's earlier displeasure at tine uaniveirssality
of' the military spirit in Germany. The significance of them
ley in the 1act thet even gfter unitrication ot Germany, the
longed-for visicn oi Zulope was not achieved. The existence
of & constitutiocn, the universslity of educsaticn, the removel
of' the sovereignty ot tne independent princes of Germany, the
example of the United Stetes---none of these had succeeded
in erasing & tundemental condition of German political and
soclieli lite. The american travel=r revealed his instinctive
diclixe of suchh a concditon. Germany now appeared aggressive
ena varlike and one travelel exploded after describing the
constant prese:nce of troops, "“ilow I hate war! Lore and more
are its pomp and circumstence distasteful!"2 Anothel s&id
tnat the sight of soldiers "took away all appetite for
Cathedrals."3

To some extent, thne Americaln tiaveler fell beck oun his

tracitiocnal reasons for opposing militarism. ile objected

1 Baker, Seen in_ Germany, p. 62,

2

Ay

Thwing, An Appreciation, p. ©

Sveeney, Under Ten Flags, p. 46C.
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to the expense upon the state of maintaining armies, to
tneis unproductiveness, to the drain of manpower that foiced
women to work in the fields. One traveler t'elt tnat this
was tie lunevitable price of splendid battalions.l "The
waste ana expense of supporting such large numbers of
soluiers is enormous," wirote another American.2 snother
telieved that as long as the German took pride in his army
the Asmerican had no right to grumble zbouat it, even though
ne coulu not understanda why European nations felt the
necessity of increasing their national debt in this fashion.5

The Americuil tiraveler still saw the use of the army as
& support to royalty. ile iuadicated tihiat the new Germany was
stlll incomplete and &gai: voiced nils nope that thne future
would see thne 1t'inal change whic:ii would eradicate both the
army and royalty. One traveler maintained that Germany was
stild ruleua by forl'ce and royalty in spite of unificsetion and
tne forms of constitutionalism. "Germeny will get rid of
tne whole of it one ot these aays," he wrote, "and the
millions of men employed to support that one unmitigated
curse ot the worla, sroyalty, will be added to the productive

pbower of the country instead of living upon it."% Another

1 Stone, Frankfort to lMunich, pp. 50-51.

4y,

Bgllou, troot-Prints of Travel, p. 219.

Fulton, Europe Viewed, p. 1l6.

Locke, Nasby i Exile, p. 642.
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American spoke of the people being used by royalty to "rivet
their own chains."l

These were tradit.onel kimericun objections to militarism.
Yet, in the scientif'ic war machine orf Moltke, that haa proved
to ce so effective on the battlefield, the american found
encther basis for opposition. +here was the place cf the
individual in this immense organization of might? The new
soldier did not f'ight because his heart was full of patriotism
o1 even because he found joy in the exaltation of brute force.
In the Germeny army, seid the American, tne soluier was
notning tut a part of a machine, a good soldier becsuse he
was drilled and treined and orgenized. He was even intel-
lient insoi'ar as the art of war demanded intelligence. Cae
Linericen called tae German soldier a “"thinking machine."2
Another wrote, "As for the soldiers, they are ii. all respects
& fousced product....They are machines, working marvellously
while the driver's hand is over them; then coming to a
rusty standstill forever."3 The otservant Henry James
ceugnt the implications of the soldier in the new Germany
even more clearly. The army of the German Empire aid not

represent the people of a "nation in grms" that a liberal

Fulton, Europe Viewed, p. 67.

AV o

Bolton, Travels in FEurope, p. l1l64.
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Hawthorne, Saxon Studies, p. 53.
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netionalist coula nave countenasiced. It was ratner an armed
nation with more skill and efficiency than spirit and
patriotism. e wrote:

Compared with the shabby little unripe conscripts of
France and Itely, they are indeed a solid, brilliant
phalanx. They are generally of excellent stature,
and they have flaces in which the look of eauctetion
has not spoiled the look of good-natured simplicity.
They are all equipped with brand-new uniforms....znd
they all loox like perfect soldiers and excellent
fellows. It doesn't co, of course, for en officer
Lo seem too much like a good rellow, and the young
captains and adjutants...seldom err in this direction.
put they are business-like warriors to a man,...they
seeuw Lo suggest that war is somehow a Lbetter economy
than peace.

Some Americans still felt that the position of the
German Empire in Lburope reguirea the maintena:.ce of an army.
lhe warlike spirit ot France in the late eighties curing
tne &ascendancy or General boulznger led one american to
believe that Germeny darea not "relax ner watchf'ulness. "<
Ine possession of slsace-Lorsaine by Germany convianced
ctuer aAmericearns that a nuge &army was necessary to guiet

- -y 3 »
Lhne verngeance of' Francee. One traveler found & rether
chilly comfort in the fact that in spite of Germany's war
prepearations, he telieved that modern times were & little

more peaceful than ancient times.

1 d. James, Trancatlantic Sketches, pp. 363-564.

= Parry, Life Among the Germans, pp. 132-183.

& Fulton, Zurope Viewed, p. 12T; Buckout, aftermath,
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On the other hand, a few American travelers became
infected with the new nationalism and thrilled to military
demonstrations of power like some of the earlier travelers.
Some found an exultant joy in witnessing the spectacle of
troo;; maneuvers and in the aggression that indic:ted a robust
national life. One Americen, after watching such a display
in Strasbourg, capitulated completely to the lusty nation-
elism it called fortn. The bands, the music, the skilil of
tne troops, the spirit they engendered, he saic, "was ot a
character to almost lift a man or'f his feet. 1 have seldom
heard anything more inspiring."l Other Americans were
impressed by the care and trzining devoted to the army.

To one americen, the German soldier was a mervel for his
~nrtelli-ence, his accomplishments, and his gentlemanly
behavior.

The other characteristic of life in the new Uermany
thet the s~mesican dislixkxed and had not contemplated in his
vislon of & united Germany was the paternalism which he &lso
had noted earlier in the century. German government was

eft'icient government, but to the convinced nineteenth

1 Stevenson, Sights and Scenes, p. 198.

2 lorrison, Rambles in Eur-ope, p. 308; Ligelow,
Dorderland, pp. 131-192.

S Blair, Proreign Letters, p. 32.




252
century exponent of indiviaualism, the towering centralized
power of the impeqial government was a gtatism that he
reserded as neitiher liberal nor beneficicl. The smerican
saw this power in the size and import:cnce of the army. ile
clso caw it in the size and importence of orficialdom.
"Govelrnment is majestic;" wrote one Americen. "All authority,
militery and civil, is vigorous, dignified, and somewhsat
overbearing.“l The traveler objecteu to the enaless red
tape of regulations in political and s ocial life.z Even
though he granted its efficiency, he resenteda the encumbieance or
rules.3 As one American wrote, “rrom the moment of landing
on Germean s£o0il, the americen begins to feel a certain spircit
4

ol" Irepression which seems to pervade tne land.™

iere eggein, the majority of' american travelers in the

new German Zmpilre were in opposition to the overwhelming
power oI the national state. This was not the nsestional
state as they had conceived it. Ther agreed with the
tieveler who was disappointed in e Germen goveinment that
pcked "its clammy, rigid fingers into each man's private

coucerns, till he loses &1l spisrit to te interested i1 them

Hemstreet, Economical Tousist, p. <Cl.
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Locke, Nasby in Exile, p. 641.
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dale, Family rlignt, p. 170
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himself'. They found that they could no longer be "fervent
German eulogists" in the new German Empire, in spite of its
unit'ication and its coustitution.2 This opinion accounted
foir the bitterness ol the American toward the new germany.
But American opinion was not static, and a lew minority
attitude was arising. It appeared, 1aintly and inrrequently,
among tne American travelers in Germany after 1671l. It
r'ound no reason to be dissappointed that tne new Germany aid
not rcalize the old ideal of a national state beceuse it
nea round a new ideal. This ideal found justification in
thne use of force and in an aggressive powerful state by
applying the Darwinian theory of the survival of tine fit
Lo thne natiouns. It embraced the new natio.aalism, with its
cowrolleries of racism and militarism, as an expression of
the struggle ror survivel o an incernational level. It even
apologized for the paternalism and petty tyranny of the
governmeant oveir the lives of its citizens in this regard
alsoe.
A g00d example of the new concept of the state wes
expressed in the travel narrative of one mmerican who regarded

the new Germany with almost undilutea enthusiasm. Crlando

Williams wight was a translator from Detroit who had edited

— et et

1 Hawthorne, Saxon Studies, p. 35.

2 Ibid.
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the worx of iadame de Sta&l and liontaigne. e nad made two
previous trips to Burope bvefore ne left in 1887 for the
puirpose, as stated ia nis nairrative, of stuayving aryan
peoples and their establishment of civil government. lie
sald that one looked "in vain elsewhere for progress and
liberty."l ilis ideas of progress---education, better
standards of living, representative goverrnment, and freedom
of'" conscience-~~-were not unusual in the Americen traveler
in Europe. What was unusual in his thought was his adoption
of the philosophy of the new natianalismz ana his belief
tnat tne new Germany represented true progress and liberty.

wight looked upon the success of the unification of
Jermany as ean unmitigated btlessing, end he regarded the
German leacers with outright admiration. e wrote, "In a
Single gensration, &ll tnese minor states have been merged
into tne new German Empire, by the enlightened policy of
the Prussian King, by the genius ot von koltke and Bismarck,
by the fortunes of war. The work begun by Stein has
culminated in consolidated Germany, in the mightiest empire
of modern Europe. Anda fair German lands on the left bank
of the Rhine, seized and long held by the French, have been

re-znnexed to tne Fatherland. The old German kKingdom, not

Wight, "freface," Peoples and Countries, p. Ve

o

Wwight, Peoples and countries, pp. 109-110.




258

tne ola Zmpire, has been restorea, and Germany has agein
become a conscious, as for centuries she was &n unconscious,
or semi-~conscious, natiou.“l

Nizht argued that Germany's government was constitutional,
ot absolute.Z de did not seem disturbed by the fact thzt tne
Reichstagz, where universal suffrage operated, had no real
power beyond that of approving legislation, that the Chancelilor

was not responsible to the Reichstag, and taat it nad no means

of removing nim. iHe ignored the Kulturkampf and Bismarck's

persecution of the socialists when he wrote, “The tap-root

of the German nat.onal life is &n all-pervading sentiment of
personal liberty. This sentiment, modified in its mani-
ffestations....constitutes toaay the soul of the new German
Empire.“s He justit'ied an army by Germany's precariou
geograzhical position.4 On Comtean grounds of tne applicetion
o1 tne principles of science to the organization of socilety,
he could even Jjustif'y paternalism. "Every observant traveler
in Germany is struck witn the all-pervading officialism, the
omnipresent hand of the government. It regulates everythinge.

An enligntened people, a people better educated than any

otiier people in the world, recognizes the benzfits, and not

1 wight, Peoples and Countries, p. 1l0C.
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only azcquiesces, but feels gratitude for a paternalism
ffounded on exact scientific xnowledge and having honestly
in view the general good."l

bBut to the standard nineteenth century American traveler,
the new Germany could not be explained and justified so
easily. In addition to the militarism and psaternalism which
he did not like, he felt thet true liberty was not a part
ot tne German Empire. The conventional American in Germany
after 1871 was more likely to agree with the traveler who
spoKe of tne "dangers" of the German Empire. This writer
listed three weaknesses of the new Germeny that an American
could not tavor: the existeiice of a strong Catholic element
in the populeticn, the absence ot true liberalism in the
government and a large standing army.2 The traveler
criticized the conservatism o1 the peasant,3 and he felt
that the German cared little for knowledge of the affairs
of nhis government.4 rde probably would have agreed with
William Dean Howells who said he liked ilolland so much

better than Germany "from the sense we have of being in a

1 wWwight, Peoples and Countries, p. 115.

= Henry Day, A Lawyer abroad: What to See and dow to
See (New York, 1374), pp. 252-345.

S Hale, Femily Flight, p. 162.
4

Hawthorne, Saxon Studies, p. 1l6.
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f'ree land again."l

Furthermore, he believed that unificetion
naa nct bettered the economic position of the average German

as mucnh &s he had hoped thnat it woulde.

Economic Life in the German Empire

In the American travel narrative of the late nineteenth
century, economic matters played an increasingly important
part 1n the discussion. Economic troubles born of the
industrial revolution and a diminishing frontier had begun
to plaisue the United States so that the American was more
conscious of economic questions. Lebor troubles, inaustrial
expansion, the spread of socialist thought focused the
atteantion of the hLmerican upon the national economy. In
1873 IZenry George had proposed the single land tax as a
solution to the ever-widening gap between the haves and
the nhave-nots. Edward ZBellamy wrote a novel conceraing a
socialist Utopia. James Baird seaver helped organize the
Populist party and was its candidate for president in 1lo92.
Ana tihe american Economic Associetion was founded in 1380C.

During these years of social and economic unrest in
the United States, Germany experienced a tremendous bucsst

of economic activity foliowing unification and the conclusion

1 Howells, Letters, II, 8l.
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of the F.anco-German ﬂar.l

Althousn Germany also had ner

economic disturbances during these years, the aAmerican

treveler was more conscious of German economic expansion.

ide recognized and approved ot this aevelopment in the

constriaction of railroads and industries and in the growth

ot cities.z It followed his notion of material progress.

Cne tiaveler was particularly impressed with the construction

of the railroad througa the black Forest, which he regarded

as a glreat victory of engineering.3
Yet a good share of the German populstion still seemed

in & rcther destitute condition to the samerican tiaveler.

.y . . " 4
tie remarked upon the poverty and begging of students,

upon the hign taxation,5 ana upon the number oir emigrants
leaving Germany in the seventies and eighties for samericsa.
Tne sight of peasants digzing potatoes in the bBremen sands
promptea one traveler tc for-~see a similar future for Americec

if a oor mmerican pezsantiy ever develo,-)ed.'7 "Amidst all

Gonner, “"The Economic distory," Germany in the
hineteentn Century, p. 96.
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Fulton, Europe Viewed, p. 1l24.

Hef'fner, The Youthful ‘Jlanderer, p. 213.
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Farry, Life Among the Germans, p. 143.

i SR o) BN 02 BN > SEN )

Byers, Twenty Years, p. 63.




259
the splendor and wealth," wrote another american, "there is,
perhaps, more destitution, want, and suffering than in all
the cities of america. Still, we frequently hear some of
our cocuatrymen pralsing and preferring the governments of
Eusope. nl

Furthermore, the American complained that, in spite of
industrial progress agriculturel methods seemed far behind
those used in samerica. The agricultural utensils were
antiguated and a hundred years behind americen implements,
according to one traveler.2 Another believed thsat the
availeability of cheap lsbor, mostly women, did not encourage
the use o labvor-saving machinery. "Af'ter looking at them
hxu%ing] many days," wrote one Americaen, ®*as 1 journeyed
througn the land, I came to the conclusion that three active
men, accustomed to nayins &nd narvesting, in any or our
Northerin and western States, would, with the use of a good
mower and reaper and a good noi'se rake, gather nore nay and
grain per aay or week than one hundred oi' the class of
latorers I saw &at work."3

While the American felt that Germeny was behind the

United States in some aspects of materiel progress, he

1 Fulton, Europe Viewed, p. Z26.

2 norrison, Rambles in Europe, v. 315.
Preston, Letters, p. 15.

8]



260
revealed a growlng nervousness during these years witin the
state oif the natural resources of his own lana. Eerlier in
tne century, Bayard Taylor had stated that america nad such
extencsive supplies of forest lands that she would never have
Lo resort to the conservation methods used by the Germans.
Yet, by 1879, the american traveler was impressed with the
attention paid to torest culture in Germany and felt that
an=rricans might prof'it from observing and imitzting it
lastead of "criminally wasting their supplies of wood."l
I'ne wiaole matter of German economy pointed up smerican
wastef'ulness to the traveler.2 The frontier with its vast
potential in natureal resources was fast disappearing after
1870 aund the american became increzeingly conscious of a

vossibility of exploitation of western

Py

celding upon tiue
lenus ena torests.

Anotner economic guestion during these years revolved
upon tne problem of free trade. The end of the ceuntury
Saw huropea:: nations deserting the traditional nineteenth
century liberal idea of free trade in favor of the protective
tarift's upon agricultural and industrisgl gooas from outside

tlae Empire.3 The tariff nad long been a subject of debate

L Eolton, TIravels in Zurope, p. 170.

Elair, roreign Lettess, p. 31; Ruggies, gerwany
aithout Spectacles, p. 87.

Valentin, The Geirmen People, pp. 49C-4906.
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in amsrica with the powerful northeast industrialists
demeanding pirotection and the agricultufal intercsts of the
soutn and west favoring a free trade policy. Both points
off view were represented in the American travel narratives
of tlie late nineteenth century with standard arguments
supplied. Wrote one American advocate of free trade in
1885, "Somehow the higa tariffs do not succeed in making

nl On the othelr hand, one

wages high in Germeny or Austria.
traveler used the standard eargument of the smericeaen pro-
tectionists that Americen industry could not compete with
cneay foreign labor. iie said, "If labor could be got as
cheap in America as iu the over-populated districts of
Burope, then we might compete with themn. It was not the
manut'acturer who received the grectest aavantage ot a
tariff, it was the working man and woman."2

These comments indicated the american's growing interest
in tne economic life of the nation, tut bty 211l odds the most
irpoitant question of an econcmic nature thet the American
in the lete nineteenth century faced was the positicn of
tne industrial laborer in society. ILiineteenth century

economic literelism that became, under the impect of

Spencerien economics, a vigorous aaopticn of laissez-reire

1 Meriwether, 4 Tramp Trip, p. 1&7.

& Blair, lPoreign Letters, p. 935.




262
and natural determinism in American economic life, provided
a green light for the unlimited exploitation of laboer in
Americen industry. Such a viewpoint found its defendents
in Anarew Carnegie's deeclth and in #illiam Gizgham Sumner's
"The Concentration of wWealth: Its Economic Justification."
Cn the otner hana, trade unions were tceginning to¢ organize
ana ffound supposrt in a sociologist like Lester dard or in
a def'encer ot the Social Gospel like washington Gladdin.

The samerican traveler in Germany was aware of this
rising clash of interests in modern economic lil'e, &and ne
examined German economic life with a view to finding support
of his ideeas. To one American tieaveler intercsted in the
protlem of the leborer, the misereble ccendition of many
laborers and mechanics in Germeany Justified the existence
of' trade unions and the use of the strike. "The reader will
doubtless conclude I'rom these instsnces, as I dia from
rersonal. observaticn, theat the German mechanic and lakorer
receivea miserably insufficient wages; that they live
huddled in close, crowded guarters; that the; work too many
nours &na heve too little to eat---thzt, in short, th-ir
lire is c¢ne of anopeless, unceasing drudgery," summed up one
smericen traveler.l Another believed thnat witnessing

Zuropean conditions of lebor would persuadue umoie americeans

1 Meriwetner, A Iramp Trip, p. 1L7.
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tc epprove of tirede unions. e wrote, "It is the abucse of
povier by trade's unions and the manner ot enforcing their
decrees, thuet cen slone te cbjected to; but that they should
in americea be awarded the right to combine ffor the regulation
off prices, iz Jjustif'ied by the condition of the working man
in some portions of EurOpe."l

Some tiravelers also found support for the economic
individualism tnat had been a stanadera principle o1 nineteenth
century liberalism. One American disapproved of' charities
ana was gretified thet thie German, even in haird times, shnaped
nis expenses to his income---so tact poverty dia not appear
SO large.z "I submit," he wvrote, "that this is a condition
o1 things inf'initely sugerior to our American system, wnere
& lerrge percentage cof thne populeticn hes to be constantly
supported by the remainder. In this branch of social science
I am strongly inclined to believe our Teutonic cousins are
f'er in advance of us, and thst sconer or later we sha.lll heve
tc adopt their tneories. Our Americin system is & mere
cultivation of pauperism-"'

One smericen traveler i Germany during the early

eignties concisely illustrated the shifting americen interest

1 FMalton, curope Viewed, pp. <9-50.

Scripps, Five_lionths abirosad, p. 70.
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to tne economic lif'e of the citizen's of the new Germany.
de found living conditions pitiful among the working classes
of" Germany, with low wages and hig: costs for the necessitics
of life.l He took comfort in the fact that this had not yet
come to pass 1n the United States: "It is no exaggeration
to ctay that tihe mechanics and laboring classes in the United
States, who have their bountifully laden tables, with an
cbunaance of meat two or three times a desy througn the year,
live like kings compared to not only the working classes in
Germany, but to most cf the hignher classes.2 For this
resson, ne objected to tine European immigrants in the United
States who ne felt were resionsiktle for most ot the labor
troabkles. in spite of their greater prosperity in samerica,
he meintasined, they were "the first to become discontented
ancé disseatisfied withy their proesperity, and were foremost
in creating miscnief ty organizing 'striices, ' 'lebor unions,'
etc. t'oir the purpose cof increasing thelir weges to still
nigher amountse.

Although the comments of tie &merican treaveler in
Germany during the first twe decades of the German Empise

were, on the whole, too random and too diffused in nature

1
2

Ruggles, Germany Without Spectacles, p. 120
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tc reveal any very general organized ideas, nonetheless
tney ,.ointed up & new Adairection that tne ianterest of the
traveler was taking. In the early nineteentih century, tae
idea orf supersriority of German culture actea as a magnet
upovn tne interszsts of tne American traveler. By mia-century,
his attentio.. was focused upon the social lire---educetion,
customs, the people. Later in the absorbing materialism
of &n industrial civilization, he revealed a growing
interest in the economic life of' European nations. dis
interests followed the tendency of his times, and for the
most part he was swept along in the currents of thought

tnet t'looded his age.




CAAFTER VII

SCI.E REPRESELIATIVI TAAVELERS

No single American traveler in the nineteenta centucsy
encompassed all the ideess of Germ:ny anua Americe included
L the preceding discussicn. nor did any sini-le traveler
iive long =nougil o1 L&ve enougn percgsective to illustrate
thie uevelopment or Lnese attituues, excevnt ¢on & very small
scele, aurilny tne couarse of the century. aowever, severald
exaiwples of travel neirretives might ve cited to illustriate
mwore concretely thne deveicyment of americea. attitudes
toward uermacny sna toward tne United States.

A goou semple or the carlv treveler's interest in

Germeny ic to bte found in denry £dwin Dwizht's Iravels in

hNortn Germany 1820-26. Dwicnt is representative of the

ezrly sanericen traveler in Germzny for two reasons. lrtor
one thning, like Ticiknor and msverett and other hew bBngland
ccholers, his primery urgpose in maiiing a trip was to study
at Gottingen. As the eligntnh distinsuisiied son of the
iliustrious presiceat of Yale University, Timothy Dwiant,
vie brouw~it with nim to Germany the conventiocusl vew bhnglend
Lackground of a scnolairly &nd cultlveted amsrican f'amilye.
o gnotier thing, nie interest in Germea” was lalgely

intellectuai &na part of the wnaole carly flocus ol american

interest in Gerueny. WNENl 1€ Ieturiea rron Germoenv, cefore
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his early death, he coacentrated nis energies upon education,
teachlng scnool for a short time and then lecturing on
germany in New York ana New bnglande.

Like most of the early travel narratives, Dwignt's
Travels attempted to supply the literary american withn
inrormation about the unknown area in Central Europe. but
tne information he cnose to impart was largely or a cultural
nature ana nis srdent enthusiasm for German letters and
intellectual activity 1is markedly apparent in nis book.

Great portions of his narrative were devoted to discussions

off German universities, from detailed accounts of the student
clucs to equelly detailed accounts of tiie university libraries.
tle devoted a chapter to German literature and a discussion

of Schiller and Goethe. iie devotea another chapter to Germain
pnilosophy &anda the work of Immanuel Kant. ne comnented,

"lwore progress has been made nere in literature, during the
last seventy-five yesars, than in any country, whatever, in

the same space of time....Geirwany nas become, literally,

'la patrie de la pensee' in & manner which excites the
wl

astonishment of all wao behold it.
Typical of this enthusiasm for German intellectual
activity whicn permeatea Dwight's book was his aamiration

-

for the indefetigakle intellectual energy of German scholars.

1 Dwignt, Iravels, p. 77.
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e seld they resided chiefly in small university towns witn
almost no distractions to tempt them away from tne "society
o' folios," and they consistently passed fit'teen or sixteen
nours a day in studying and lecturing. Tney were mucn less
social in their hebits than the Frencn or the Italian
literati, he believed.l

Yet, in Dwight's estimation, this was not an ungualified
virtue. Ffor idenry Dwignt showed the signs of his background
and heritaze as muci in his ardent republicanism as in his
interest in German thought and letters. Impressed as e was
with the energy of the German professor, Dwignt believea ne
was too much a creature of seclusion and mental labor and
too little &an active political and socicl being. He claimed
tiiat tne German scinolars' lire of seclusion "removed nim so
far from the hearts of otners, that they never knew what
strings they should touch to agitete their audience."2
Although he was willing to grant that Germany.was superior
to the United States intellectually, he felt she was far
behind the American nation politically. e thrilled to
tiie accounts of the awakening of the German spirit during
the #ar of Liberatio:n, and he criticized the powers of

legitimacy for adopting rigzoirous measures of repression

1 Dwight, Travels, p. 635.
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1

of' this natiocnalistic and liberal spirit. de felt the

Prussians to te especially intense "idoletors of royalty."2
Thus, in Dwight were embodied some of the notable
t'eatures of the early Americean traveler's interest in
Germanyv. IHe experienced the magnetic pull of German culture
and uis praise of German literary achievement colored ais
entire narrative. Yet he clung vigorously to the champion-
ship of Americen politicel life and felt that in this area

the United States would teach and lead tne Zuropean nations.

de wrote:

We have mucin in which we may glory; and whea looking at
the future prospects of our great nation, my neart often
teats with pride, and I hope with gretitude, for our
civil and religious liberty, as well as our almcst
universal spirit of enterprise ana religious philantasropy.
But I trust thet this admiretion will not so dazzle my
eyes, as to prevent me from seeing elsewhere the good
whicn we do not possess, and from profiting by this view.
Thougih we are able to teach the govermnments on the
continent many political truths, we nave yet muci to
learn from them in return; and particularly on the
sukbject oi education, bef'ore we shall attain that
literary pr%-eminence wnica is the blessing and glory

o1 Germanye.

Altnoughh Dwight's book indicaeted the increasing interest
o' the aAmericen in Germeny, the writer retained a certain
detachment f'rom the scene e witnessed. Iliis purpose was to

inform his rellow countrymen of the progress in Geusman

1 pwignt, Travels, pp. 30-31l.
£ Ibig., p. 117.
S Ibid., pp. 253-284.
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thought and letters. In that capacity he wrote as a detached
observer, 1interested in the development of liberalism in
Jermany but not deeply involved in it. The broadening base
of’ Americen interest in German politicel development becomes
apparent in the work of George Henry Csalvert, who travelea
as more than a mere observer. He was virtually a self-
ordained missionary of american democracy looking for
f'ollowers in Germany.

Calvert, too, derived his early knowledge of uermany
from nis experience as wi americain student at Géttingen in
182%5. de went to Germany with a brand-new degree trom
darvard, which was typical, but he was a native of Baltimore.
In later lif'e, besides publisning three volumes of ais travels,
Celvert was at varicus times editor of the Baltimore American,
poet, essayist, Democratic mayor of Newport, Rhode Island,
and zuthor of a worlli indicating his interest in social

theories, Introduction to Social Science. tis three travel

nacrratives, First Years in Europe and Scenes and Thoughts in

Durope, rirst and Second Series, slternated between de-
scriptions otf life in Germany and Europe and extended
discussions ot nhis own ideas of democracy and the future of
western civilization.

A confirmed believer in democracy, Calvert exhiktited
mucna or the faitin of the early nineteenth century in graaual

reelization of American aspirations and hopes f'or the entire

&
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world. As early as 1824 nhe stated his faith in the "crowd
ol drudging hard workers" who "have often shown politically
a brave steadfastness and a menly appreciation of freedom
that nheve told momentously upon the history and advancement
of’ Europe."l Ais criticism of Prussian militarism and
eutocracy was unstinting and he looked forward to an eventual
free ana unitea Germany.z In 1350 he wrote: "I am happy to
bear witness that this political ignorance ana innocence is
here growing weakfer ana weaker. & manly consciousness is
awasened in the latorious masses. Tnence the multiplication
of solaiers, who are constables oI tyrants. On tnese musket-
shouldering drones, the people now scowl with feelings any-
thing ctut cnildlike."3 Even the Feace Congress oi 1820 at
Frankfort, whica Calvert attended as a delegate,he felt to
be actually more of a "freedom congress." He said tnat most
of tne delegates' "tongues warmed at the talk of a universsal
armed uprising of the Feoples against the tyrants that degrade
anc despoil them.“4 Americans were no longer merely report-
ing on conditions of culture and politics in Germany. They
were ireaay to roll up their sleeves and help the cause of

liverty &long.

Calvert, First Yeais, pe. Tle.
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This is precisely what Charles Loiring Brace did. No
anericen traveler in Germany at mid-century incorporated
mose tully the characteristice of the American attitude

at this time theaii this writer of iHdome Life in Germany.

Born in 1826 of an old, distinguished Connecticut family,
ne il ustrated mucn of the American philosophy oi the forties
that caused the aAmerican to enthusiasticelly support the
Revolution of 1l34c. de hed graduated from Yale and for a
time studied for the ministry. DBut douabts assailed him,
and following the dictates of transcendental indiviaualism,
ne turned nis ‘nterests from studying theology to active
participation in philanthropy and in lightening the burden
ol his fellow men. .als walking tour in Germany led him to
Aungary in 1350 where he was imprisoned for a time for his
supposrt ol Hossutii. :1e had immense faith in the greatness
ana notility of thne individuel, unshac:iiled from the impo-
sitions anu t'alse restrictions of society and government.
On uis return to america, he founded the Children's Aid
Society in New York and continued nis philanthropic work
amonZ the immigrants ana industrial workers ot that city.
Brace's primasy purpose in his narrative was to describe
the social life and conaitions of Germany to aumszricans. :e
stated in the "Preface" to his narrative: "There are very
many tnings we want to know about foreign countries, walcn

we never do know from books. What people eat ana waat taey
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drink, now tiey amucse themselves, wanet thneir navits are at
nome, what furniture they have, now their houses look, and
above all, wnat the usa&al talk and tone is, zmong tne great
middle classes o a couatry---these things are interesting
ana &ar'e very heard to learn, except from tsravellers them-

selves."l Brace tollowed out ais stated purpose by dinclading

cnapters cn "A .dolstein Farm," “Life in kerlin," *Christmas,"
"4 Dinner Party," "Sunday in Germany," and "wWinter Amusem-nts."

In this connection he diew attractive and intimate pictures
of Germa:n nome ana Iamily life.

This writer's faith in the future and the abiliity of
mern: Lo determine their own destiny was implicit tarougnout
nis narrative. e was "full of conf'ident hope tnat a better
Future was aawning on humanity, when Love should govern the
relations of iulers to subjects, and state to state, as well
as tnose of men to man."2 He spoke of meinr as brotners "under
tne came grand destiny”3 and he concluded nis narrative with
the riuging predication: "kay it no longer be 'The ruture is

with america!' but 'The Future is with dumanity!'"4

Brace, idome Life, p. iii.
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In spite of this taith, EBrace devoted a gcreat deal of
spece ia hies narrative to criticism of German political life.
L.ike most c¢f the trevelers, he disliked the ever-present
uniform that reminded him unpleasantly of Gesrmeaeny's militarism
and autocracy. He resented the regulation upon the movenent
and activities of men end the censorsnip of the press.l e
wrote: "but es I go abroad among the people; as 1 see soldiers
stationed at everyv corner and in every public place; as I
f'ina that & me&n cannot stir from his city and hardly from
his aouse without feeliné this strong grasp of tne central
power; as I hear the desires of noble men expressed for some-
thing f'reer and better for their nation; and as I observe
now confusec and uns:tisf'ied, and unhappy the condition of
these German monerchies is now, 1 f'eel now poor the exchangse
of tuls, with all its splendor and taste would be for our
f'1ree, uncnecihned society."2

On the other hand, Brace revealed a sensitivity to the
stanaeid German criticism of the Unitea States thnat smerica
was uncultured. fle believed tnet the stories circulating
about americsn lif'e were s£rossly exaggerated even though he

granted that because the Americen nation was young, pairts of

Brace, Home Life, p. 117.

2 Tbid.




tine country were "wild and uncultivated and even ungoverned."l

rarthermore, he recognized tnat samerican society waes not with-
cut its det'ects. The materialism of the United otates dis-
turbed aim. ne f'elt that in sociel intercousse america still
nea mucn to learn from tne European.2 As nhe steted in the
"Pref'ace” to his book, "It has seemed to me that in tnis
universal greed for money, in this clangor and whirl of
Americen lire, in the wasteful habits everywhere growing up,
and i the little heed given to quiet home enjoyment, or the
pleasures ot Art and Bcauty, a voice from these calm, genial
olc¢ German homes might be of good to us;---telling of a more
simple, economicel habit, of sunny and friendly hospitalities,
oI’ guiet cultured tastes, &end of a tlome-Life, whose affection
and caneerfulness makxe the outcide world as nothing in

G
comgalison.

This criticism of aAmericen life ecnoed more loudly in
many of tine traveleirs in Germany after tne middle of the
centuiry. A good example of the waning optimism and waxing
skepticism of smerican society is to be ffound in the work
o1l Cheailes Dudley Warner. Desides being a novelist of some

prominence in late nineteentn century American letters,

1 Brace, ilome Life, p. 421.

Y]

Ibid., p. 125.

S Ibid., p. V.
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Wwarner belongs to thet group or writers like rayerd Taylor
and N. P. WNillis who &lmost made & profession out ot writing
about their travels. In addition to nis two nasrratives on
Lusrope, Sgunteringe and A Roundabout Journey, ywarner published
nasretives dealing with nis travels on the Nile, in the Near
East, in wWestern United Etates, and in Italy. These works
are ccnsiderebly more ecteemed todey than his novels, although

ne collatorcted with iiark Tweain on The Gilaea Age.

by 1872 wnen Saunterings was 1t'irst publisned, the travel

narretive nad bLecome so prevalent in hAmerican literature tnat
Varneir f'elt compelled tc apologize for adding another to tine
mairset. ide did not state any serious or edifying motives

foir meking the trip or for writing the kook. .e said, "I
snoula not like tc ask an inaulzent and idle public to saunter
ebout with me under a misapprehension. It would ve more
sgreeacle to invite it to go nowhere than somewhese; for
almost everyone has been somewhere, and has written about

it. The only ccmpromise I can suggest is, that we shall go
somewhere, and not lezrn anything about it."l He dic not
place as much faith in the value of travel or the travel
narrative as had most of the earlier writers.

derner's skepticism was equeally epparent in his satiricel

comments on the Jlories of the Americsan republic. e regcrded

1 Warner, Ssunterin;s, p. vii.
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thie future of the nation with more doubt than expectant hope.
tle maintained that smericeans ougnt not to celebrate Columbus'
aiscovery ot Americe too jubilantly. The discovery had led
to no happy conaition for Africans, Indians or Spaniards, and
it had resulted in sucii evils as the Tweed Ring. He seid
thet Columbus was also responsible for "our whole tremenaous
experiment in democracy, open to all comers, the best three
in rfive to win. we cannot yet tell how it is coming out,
winat witn the fosreigners ana the communists znd the women.

On our great state we ere playing a piece of mingled trageuy
ana comedy, with what dénofement we cannot yet say."<

slthougn werner's work has a pleasent random gquality,
hnis interest in the culture of Europe pervaded hils narretive.
dis travels took nim cniefly to EBavaria and he devoted con-
siderable time tocomments upon the art galleries of blunich
ana upon German music. iHe noted that music constituted
palrt or the daily life of lunich in the regimental bands,
the beer-gerden orchestras, the church music, and the
orchestra of the conservatory. "We are guite satisfied in
this FProvincisl capitel; and, if there is better music

, . \ 2
anywhere, we don't know it," he wrote.

1 warner, Sszunterings, p. ix.

£ Ibid., p. 1lE4.
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But warner's reaction to the change taking place in
Germany 1in 1€63 was less enthusiastic. He sympathized with
ti:e Bavarians in their hatred for Prussie and recognized
tinet Austria was by contrast the more liLeral of the two

1

pOWers, fde looked witi some suspicion upon the Roman

Catholic clergy of Bavaria, but even that ¢id not seem as
frigntening to him as the aspect of Prussia's bismarck and

needle guns.2

Julian Hawthorne's Saxon Studies reflected this attitude

towerd the new Germany in a more pronounced fashion. uis
work was published in 1875 after a resiadence in Dresden.
althougi the work falls into the classification which uses
travel as a means to wider observation on men and manners,
dawthorne leveled the sights of nais criticel irony upon
Saxony particularly, and Germany generally, for almost five
hundared pages. He maintained thet he hoped to counteract
the tendency "to make Germans, of all people in the world,
and Saxons with thsm, objects of sentimental hero—wors‘nip.‘3
He relentlessly criticized the brutality of German life,
the treatment of women, the Empire of bismarck, the

militerism of the government, and the spineless submission

to authority in the German nature.

1 Narner, Saunterings, p. 106.

£ Ibidg., p. 137.

dawthoirne, Saxon Studies, p. iv.
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but liawthorne's skepticism waes far-reacning. ae had no
pretensions, he said, to have any ideas about improving the
situation, &and ne found the concept of niwself &s a “"reformer"
very diverting. "Providence would never have been «t pains
to create man tne only laughing animel, nad it not tilsst made
him the most legughable of &all," he wrote.l He wvoiced no hope
of a future in which the idesgl of democratic and cultivated
society woulcd be achieved. He was disappointed in Germany
ana Saxony ana saic tnat the shargest disappointment of all
was the fact thet he had so few regrets in leaving.2

Throughout nis work dawthorne pictured the inconsicstencies
o1’ German life that had bewildered the americen frequeatly.
it was botn ugly and beautiful, cultured and vulgar. The
Germen, wirote ilawthorne "is continually doing tinings false
in harmony, and incomprehensible, as all discord is. Who
tut he can sit througn & symphony of Beethoven's, applauding
its majestic movements witn the nand which has just carried
to his lips a mug of beer, and anon returns tnither with a
clice of sausage? He frowns down the laughter of a child,
the whispering ot lovers as disturbing the performance;

but the clatter of knif'e and foisk, the champing of JjawS---

1 Hawthorne, Saxon Studies, p. V.

2 Ibid., p. 4%2.
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ot'fends him no'c,.":L e concluded that Schiller, Goethe and
iieine were "eilther not Gelman, or else they aire the only
true Germans ever born."<

Yet he f'elt some of the charm of German courtecy end
gormen enjoymint of lif'e.  lle wrote z cherming description
o1 & German ball wnich was strange ané new in his experience.
It was a very happy, 11 exhausting, occasion.5 And e said
tiict the Saxons snowed the standard German cultiveticen of
courtesy---unless tney were atout to emigrete to America
and nesd adopted the wsys of tnat nation.4 But these virtues
¢id not compensate 1o the zutocrectic government anu the
trutality ot &« kEismerck. dawthoirne found little basis for
ontimism ebout the future of america and even less at.out the
I'atuie of' Germany. In a detailed fasnion, ne recorded a
common smexrican reaction to the new Germany. Thus, the
amellcan traveler in Germany during the course ot the
century retf'lected the movement of thcught from the
O timiem and enthusiasm or the early nineteenth century

to a growing realism and skepticism in the lste nineteenth

centuliy.

1 Hawthecrne, Saxon Stugies, p. 35,

& Ibid., p. 17.

lbid., pp. 281-289.

4 Itig., p. 20.
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Summary

Altnougn tne roregol...; study n&s ettempted to determine
tae overall pattern of tne ettituaes of the smericanl tiraveles
i: Jermany, tue writ<er indicated earlier tnat the neture of
the suitject and tne maeteriels used does not make possitle
n&rd ai.c r'est conclusions. Coutrasting oosinions persisted
throusnout the century and no traveler fell ints the classi-
f'ication of' the standard traveler in &ll1 respects. Therefore,
tiie necessary reservetions aada ualificaetions must yrecede
eny r'inal interpretation. Lileverthelsss, in the ligat of the
iaeas examineu ann presented, it would & peer tnat certain
conclusions might legitinmately be drawn without felsif'ying
tne evideiice.

The new Uermsany thet the smericen tr:veler visited in
thne latter part of tne nineteentn century was, indeed, a
dif'ferent Germany than his predecessor nad observed ecarlier
in the century. It was diftf'ereunt, too, from the “"new Germany"
thiat the smmericen nad expected. but, on the other hend, tne
americen of the late nineteenth century was different f'rom
Nls torbears. is own views were chansing. It ne nad
suf'fered dissa .poilntment waen his ideals of' dewmocracy and
libteiralism were not realizzd in the German Empire of 1871,

»

i’ ne ned lost some cof alie robust teitih in the future, he

wm

had flirted with n-w ideas, he nhad exXperisncea new conditions
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o' numan exlstence that were goili. to cu: 'l even nis iuecels
into questiocu. By 18v0, many americe:s had lost their bLelief
taat the miliennium was 1., the foreseeable future and thet
tiie United States would set the example for a worla order
tased upon the humenitarian idesals.

Politicelly, the American's expesience in Germany in
tiie course of the century had indicated to him that liberalism
could .aeve rorm without substance snag thst naeti-nalism in
moaerii civilization woalad 1ot necessarily be a stepping
stone to deriocrecy ana internati nel brota:rhood. Sociell:,
ne recognizea that, contrasted with some aspects ot Germean
civilization, americair social 1lif'e seemed to lacwk waimth
aiu vesuty ot mamen relationsalps and simple pleasures
thet 1t was aesizgned to aciieve. sultura.ly, n=e Sranted
tie superiority ot German cultivation of tihe arts but ne
suspected Luropean culture of' lacking tne totality waici
was necessary to true anc liberel culture. Politically
ana ecconomically, ne was aware ol the immense advantages
ot life in the United States, but he saw a steady multi-
plicetion of problems that did not promise to have any easy
solutions. Tne Germci: experience of the Americeain traveler
ref'lected the movement of americen thougnt from the
transcendental optimism of' the zarly nineteenth century
to tae naturalistic pessimism of tihe earlr twentieth

centurye.




BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

The task of unearthing adeguate bibliographical materials
constituted a major problem in the preparation of this project.
Ar'ter & brief investigation of lists of travel narratives
aveilavle and a survey ol caird catalogues in several libraries,
tane resesarcner realized thet the materials were well nigh
inexhasustible, but the dift'iculties of locating titles and
checking books ror content were egquelly extensive.

Tne proublem was complicatea by two facts. First of all,
no conmprenensive bibliographical worit nas been aone on the
nineteentn century american travel narrative, and it n&as
been made apparent to this researcner thaet almost any library
east of the liississippi could dredge up its own local example
ty & locel traveler. Secondly, most ol the narratives are
not devotea to a discussion of one perticular country bkut
recouant a general tour of Europe. They are, therefore,
limited iu their uses, and ths researcher interested in a
specific arez nas to sift througnh a tremendous number of
nar.atives betoise finding pay dirt. Out of approximately
three hundred LCooks examined in connection with this tnesis,
only about halt proved to be narratives by americans that

incluaed comment upon Germany.
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Yet the work of compiling a complete annotated bibli-
ography woald seem to have real merit, for even a brief
survey gives some iundicat.ou of the depta and breadth of
tne Zuropearn trip and the European travel narrative in
amei'icaen life. The following bibliography makes no pretense
at being any sucn exhaustive survey. The writer oi' tnis
tnesis 1is humbly certuin that the investigatory work of the
american in burope has Jjust begun and that the subject
provides & rich ana to & larase extent unexplored potential
f'orr the researcher. The Iollowing bibliography does aim to
add substantially to tne lists of travel narratives already
in existence and to bring to light the nhitherto virtually
aaentioned travel nairratives on Germany.

For purposes ot orgenization, thics bibliographical
essay inas been divided into three sections, the first dealing
witn bibliograpnical ailds, the secona with primary materials,
and tne third wita secondary works wnicii have been aelpful
in this sgtudy. The primairy sources f'all naturally into
three sucdivisions: travel narratives on Germany, travel
narsatives on Europe generally and Germany incidentelly,
and mewroirs and collected letters of amsricans wno traveled

in Germany in the nineteenth centurye.
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Bibliogrephical Aids

Althougn bibliographicel materials are inadegquate on
the american traveler in burope, a numbeir of standasd and
special works pisoved of great value in indiceting travel
narcvatives that might be useful in this study. The best
single list of titles was found in the remarkatle bibli-
ographical Volume Three of Robert E. Spiller et al., eds.,

Litervary idistory of the United States (New York, 1948),

pPpe. OC6-366. This section, "Ameirican Writers and Books
Abroad," neatlyvy broke down the list of narratives according
to the country visited, meking it a perticularly useful
bivliogreaephv. Tne travel bibliography of the other standasd

ret'=ience work, »illiam P. Trent et al., eds., The Camcridg

distory of smerican Literature (New York, 1921), IV, 681-728,

was more dirficult to use in that the listings are less
complete ana no attewpt has been made to separate travels
of tne west, Alasksa, and the South Seas from travel narratives
of' Europe.

A number of other works of & more specialized nature
must be mentiouned for thsir help in supplying bibliograpnical

leacs. Robert E. Spiller's The Americean in Engzlend during

the First Halt-Century of Independence (New York, 1l926) was

one of the earliest studies made on tne subject of the

Arerican in Burope. Although this work was muc:i too broad
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in scope and too reportorial in purpose to proviae a real
contribution to American intellectuasl history, it did bring

to light a great meny titles ot early travel narratives.

R. D. ilowat's Americans in England (New York, 1l935) was less
scnolarly in intent and therefore of slight value in terms
of bibliography. It is an attractively written series of
essavs on some of the major literary fisures in Zngland
cuaring the nineteentn century. Rokert C. L. Scott, American

Travelers in France, 1850-1860: a Studv of Some American

Ideas against a European Background (Unpublished Ph.D.

Thesis, Yale University, 1940) provided a good bibliography
of travel narratives of smeiicans in burope, many of wnicn
proved of wvalue in this thesis. Like Anna bary Babey's

americaens in RHussia 1776-1917: a Study of American Travelels

i1 Russia from the american Revolution to the "fussian

Revolution (New York, 1936), Scott's stucy tendea to be a

mere cetalozue of American comments in Europe without any
real attewpt to synthesize them with American thought.
dowever, both studies provided helpful tibliographical aids.
Babev's work relied far more upon diplomatic comments than
upori the standard travel narrative. Otto Wittmann, Jr.,

“I'ne Italian Experience: American Artists in Itely 1830-1875,%

American Quarterly, IV (19g2), 3-15, was too brief for

adequcte bipbliograpnical citation, but it did furaish a

list of artists in Italy and Zurope. Robert C. Le Claire,
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Three smericean Travelers in Engsland (Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis,

University of Pennsylvania, 194t ) was too limited in scope to

provice mucin bibliographicel help.

Primary Sources

Travel Narratives: Germany

The most valuable sources for the purposes of tinies thesis
have reen the travel narratives that deelt with Geruwany almost
exclusively. The Americzn who went to Germany in tae
nineteentn century zna wrote a stud, of nis obsersrvations
natusally suppliea the most exteinsive aiscussiocils revealing
American attitudes toward Germany and toward his own nation.

Tne earliest american tiavel narrative on Germany was

menry Edwin Dwight's Iravels in North Germaay in 1S2o-26

(n.p., n.p.d. ). This book, written by a member of the
distinguished New England Dwight family, was a series of
letters whicn revealed the author's intense republicanism
anc lNew BEngland background. Althoug. repetitious and
il..clinea to sermonize, it supg.lied a ricn source of comment
uporn Germen goveinment, eaucetion, and religion. ienry

niesteanu's Travels in Germany, Prussia, ana Switzerleand,

ete. (New York, 1837) was anotheir early narrative taat
piroved illuminating in regard tc American ideas of' Germany,

particularly in connection with Germaa religious life and
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customs. denry J#wheaton's "The Progress and Prospects of

Germany," A _Discourse before the Phi Beta Kappa Society of

Brown University (Eoston, 1847) was of a somewnat difrferent

natuwre tnan the standard travel narrative in that it repre-
sented the views of a former American linister to the Court
of Frussia. WNevertheless, it presented Wheaton's summary
o' his tnree vears in Germany and indicated an smerican
viewpoint of the German goveinment before the Revolution
of 184¢&.

Equally valuable were later studies of German social

lif'e aznd customs by american travelers. Cnarles Loring

brace's Jdome Life in Germany (New York, 1856) gave an

excellent picture of American attitudes toward Germany at
mid-century, recounting a walking tour throush the still
un-unitea naticn in 1z50-%1l. John Fletcher durst's Life

ana Literature in the Fatherland (New Yori, 1875) was based

upon the author's two trips to Germany, including a five
vear residence in 18957-62 and a trip in 1867. It contained
a2 long section on German literary production and activity
in the universities wnile durst was a student in Germany.

A more critical estimate of Germany was found in ilenry

Ruggles, Germany Seen Nithout Spectacles (Boston, 18&3%),

winicn related the events of & two-year sojourn in the

German Empire.
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The most informative sources for this thesis were not
necessarily the most readable travel nasratives. An informal
style anc a vivid imagination addea immensely to the
nacrrator's racility for describing nis travels with
attractiveness. Samuel Langinorne Clemens Eﬂbrk Twain, pseud:L

A_lramp abroad (New York, 1321) provided an oasis of delight

in a aesert of rather flat anda arid reaaing. Twain's
shrewdly obscrving eye tror iucongruities and nis tongue-in-
cheek style hignlightea his narrative witn humor. Lven on
a "peuestrian® tour, he manzgea to finda some means of
conveyance a:most every step ol the way, and ne interspersed
nis narrative witih tales ana legends anda an account of a
trip down tne Necker on a raft. "The Awful German Language"
printed in the Appendix of his nerretive, in whicn Twain
analyzed logically the inconsistencies of the German tongue,
might well bear reprinting in a more available foim.

Anotner brightly written nerrative was J. Ross Browne's

An American Femilv in Germany (New York, 1866). This western

writer and his tamily assumed the name of "“Eutterwortih" in
the narsative and lived in Frankfort tor ali.ost & year,
traveiing about Germany. The author wrote with a frontier

breeziness whicn infused freshness into rather hackneyed

meterizl. Julian Hdawthorne's Ssxon Studies (Boston, 1876)
was alco remarkeble for its readability, although it belongea

to the rising critical type of narrstive of Americans in




290
Germany, as opposed to the earnest romantic cast of the
earlier works.
A number of series of student letters provided a
fruitful source of materiasl. Gecorge ilenry Celvert, First

Years in Europe (Boston, 1866) releted the lire of a student

at Gottingen drawn from his own early letters of 1825.

George . liagee, Jr., ed., An American Student_ Abroad; from

Letters of lagee 1834-1903 (Philadelphia, 1932) represented

the collected letters of the editor's grandfether who studied

in Germany in the fifties. James liascn Hoppin's Notes_of a

Theological Student (New York, 1854) and Edward Southey

Joynes' 01d_ Letters of a Student in Germany (Columbis, S.C.,
1916) were aiso useful in this group of narratives.

A mumber of narratives written by wonen proved to be
extremely valuable in presenting iceas and attitudes of
americens in Germeny. Two excellent sources were Anna C.

Johnson, Peasant Life in Germany (New York, 1&b3) and Emne

Louise Parryv, Life Among the Germans (Flint, Liichigean, 1887).

These contained extensive comment upon dcmestic and social
life in Germeny with a great dezl of frank opinion. A
particulerly charming narrstive appeared in birs. Fay Pierce,

ed., Music Studv_in Germeny, from the Home Corresponaence

of _imy Fav (New York, 1900). The writer was, apparently,
an attractive American girl in Germany in 1870, and her

letters home were wearmn, vivacious, and enthusiastic. 4another
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interesting end rich source was Mrs. lary Seands Griffin,

Impressiong of Germanv, By an Americen Lady (Dresden, 1866)

anu 0l1d racts and s.caern Incicents, Supplementary to Impress.ons

o1 Germany (Dresaen, 1868). The second volume was written
et'ter tine Frussiesn inveasion of Saxony in the war witih Austiia
in 1866. It acded & goou ceal ol valuable comment upon the
politicel situetion in Germany from a temporary American
resicent's point or view. rs. karie J. Pitman [hargery

Dean, pseud£L Iuropean Breezes (Boston, 1882) actuaily

concerned the writer's year's residence in Germany traveling

witn an Austrian woman. Elancne #willis Teuffel (elso

pukiished under Elaenche doward willis), One Year Abroad
(Boston, 1877) concerned tne euthor's residence in Germeany
but hau little vaiue for the purposes of this thnesis and
was too gushy to supply very stimulatilig reading.

Several later narrstives should te mentioned in
indicating the attitudes of Americeans at the ena of the

century. Poultney cigelow's Prussian lL.emoiies 1864-1914

(New York, 1915) had a frankly anti-German bias. Although

it revealed some interesting iunformation concerning Eigelow's
boyhood and schooling in Germany and his frienaship with
Keiser #ilhelm Il in his youth, it bore the imprint of the
beginning of viorla war I. This was apparent waen this

volume o1 Ekigelow's was contrested with an earlier publicetiou,
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The_ Germen Emperor and dis Eastern Neighbors (New York, 1892).

£S5 &a personaiized account of' the Kaiser based upon Bigelow's
memories o nhim &s & boy, it represented a more favoratle
gicture of Gesmany than the former volume.

Altnougn ralling siigntly outside o1f the period under

discussion, Reverend James Seamuel Stone's From Franikfort to

Munich (Philadelihia, 18593) recouated an iuformestive trip
in Germany in 1892 and contained a good deel of nistoricsal
connent. The book was re.rinted from a series of letters

f'iirst publisnea in the aAmerican Church Sundeay Scinool hisgazine.

day Stannard Baker's Seen in Germany (New York, 1902) was

bacseda upon a trip in 1900 and siaowed a much more decided
antegonism towala the Germen state than any of the earlier

NOLKS .

Suropcen ITravel lharratives: Gernany Incidentally

As a form of literary expressicn, tihe nineteenth century
Americun travel narrative offers an immense variety both in
structuie ana content. It cun rranze anywhere tfrom a series
of speculative essays in whicn the writer uses his tiravels
as a springboard to his own flights of imagination or quiet
reflection to a monotonous aaily log of a tourist's movements
and activities reminiscent of & schoolboy's composition
entitled "ky Sumrer Vacation." Selected at random, the

narrstive might very well prove to be infoirmetive, provocetive,
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amusing, enterteining, or simply and unequivocalily dull. In
spite of the immense variety in the narratives, a few exaumples
Stand out with the saarp delineation of recognizsable types.
Tie following list is far too long to allow for easy classi-
f'ication or for extenaea comment upon the singular features
of every book. Therefore, the most significant features and
varieties ot the travel narrative nave been selected for
special comment and illustration.

A number of the narretives bear local lmprints and
inuicate tne extent and importance of the travel narsstive
in Amcricen life in the nineteenth century. Some of tnese
were “ublished privately, but the ract tnat they circulated
evein locally, in addition tc the lerger publicetions of the
better known narratives, proves the interest of a large
segment of' the Americen puklic in Europeean travels---a sort
o1 "culture consciousness.®* Soie examples of these local

imprints were lrs. C. F. Barlosius, Recollections of a Visit

to kngland, France and Germany 1862 eand to Germsny 1585

(Fredericksburg, Virginie, 1837); John Insley blair, Foreign
Letters (Blairstown, New Jersey, 1888); Aanne T. J. Bullard,

Sights and Scenes in Burope; a Series of Letters from Eiuglend,

France, Germany, Switzerland, and Itsly in 1850 (St. Louis,

Lissouri, 1<52); Robert Clark, Chicegzo to Naples. Our

Iwelve ionths Tour thrcough the Britisn Isles, France, Italy,

Switzerlanu, Germenv, etc. (Chicago, 1855); George :il. .eftnes,




The Youthful #Nanderer; or an Account of & Tour thiough

England, France, belgium, Hdolland, Germeny ana the Rhine,

Switzerlanu, Itely, and Egypt (Oretield, Pennsylvenia, 1876 );

Robert nosea, Glimpses of Europe or Notes Drawn at Sight

(Cincinnati, 189%59); denry leney, Memories over the #dater or

Strey Thoughts on a Long Stroll (Nasnville, Tennessee, 1354);

Liademe Cctavia Walton Le Vert, Souvenirs oif Travel (liobile,

Alzbama, 1857); krs. D. liller, Letters to_the Young from

the 01d wwoild (kount lorris, Illinoise, 18%6); Davia rreston,

Letters Giritten by lr. Preston during his Two Visits in

Europe 1581 and 18&6 (Detroit, 1838); William Stevenson,

Sights ana _Scenes in Europe (rlint, Michnigan, 1882); Carrie

r. butler Thwing; san appreciation by Friends together with

Extracts From Journal o & Tour in Burope (Cleveland, 1893);

ana Tnurlow Weed, Letters from Europe and the Jdest Indies

(alcany, New York, 1866).
Some of the narratives f'irst appeared in serial form

in newspapers. Joel Cook's A4 idoliuay Tour through Burope

(Philadelphia, 1839) was first published as letters in the

Faniladelphia Public Ledger. Saral Jane Lippincott's WGrace

Greenwood, pseudﬂ] Haps and wishavs ot & Tour in susope

(f'osgton, 1854) appeared originally as a Jjournal in the

New 7ork lirror. Lee lieriwether's A Iframp Trip; :Qw to bee

Europe on rifty Cents a Day (iew York, 1887) was a revised

versio.. of letters published in the new Zork yorld,
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fhilauelpnla Press, and the St. Louis Republican. James E.

Scripps' Five konths sbroad (Detroit, 1882) was the book

pucliceation of .iis letters to the Detroit Evening News.

Francis Charles Sessions' On the Wing throusn Europe

(hew York, 1889) was first published in the Daily Ohio
State Journal at Columbus and liatthew Fourney Ward's

Letters from Three Continents by k., the Arkansas Correspondent

of the Louisville Journal (New Yorx, 1851) ran first in the

Louisville Jcournal.

Equelly iuadicative of' the popularity of European travel
in nineteentn century America, in addition to local imprints
ana newspaper publicetion of naisratives, was the preaecessor

of the mocern doliday. Magazine of Travels was publisaed in

Detroit in 18tl-£2 &nd ran for eleven issues. It incluaded
narretives of thie west as well as George bDuirield's "Travels
in Two Hemispheres or Gleanings of &« BEuropean Tour," wnich
was later published in book form under this title (Detroit,
185&). The publicetion of this magazine in Detroit in the
middle of the nineteenth century also supplies evidence of
t:ie interest in travel and in Eurcope in the less settled
arcas of the United Stetes.

There are severel somewhat specialized classifiicat.ions
o1’ nariatives that merit attentio:n. Most of the early
nariratives concentrated upon description and inf'ormztion,

but in the latter peart of the century traveling had become
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common enoui:l to varrant the writer giving information about
tne expenses and conveniences of traveling itself. Such a

poox 1s #illiam Hemstreet's The IEconomical European Tourist:

a Journalist's Three lMonths Abroad for $4%0, including

Ireland, Scotland, IEngland, France, Switzerland, Italv,

Austria, ana Frussia (ivew Yori, 1873). Other writers

trecated thelr trevels &s subtjective experiences end material
for personal, speculative essays. C. A. Basrtol's Pictures

of burope, iamea in Iueas (boston, 18ti) was actually mose

o' &« transcendentalist's philosophy of tiravel than a personal
narretive of wis journey. In some cases, tne wuthor made
tihie work unigque. A travel narrative by an Ojibway Indian

was George Copviey's Running Sketcnes oI wen ana Places in

Zngland, i'rance, and Germany, by an Incien Chief (hew York,

1lstl). a4Another purported to be written by a runaway slave,
altaougn tine grammatical errors and the comments in it seemed

a 1ittle contrived:s David F. Dorr, A4 _Colored lian Round the

world (n.p., 18%8). The narretive of two young girls in

Europe, lLary Louis Jzmewell Ninde, Jde Two aAlone in HEurope

(Chicago, 1886), was a nineteenth century version of Zmily

Kimbrough's ana Cornelia Otis Skinner's Qul deacts ere
Youny: and Gaye.
Other specializea travel narratives wesre those writtea

by americwil educators w.ao went to Europe to stuay scihool
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svetems and teaching metnods: Calvin Ellis Stowe's Repoust on

Eilementary Public Instruction in Europe, in Edgar wellace

kniznt, eua., geports on Furopean Ecducation (hNew York, 133C)

ana ..orace lann, Report of en Educcticial Tour in Germany

anq rarts of Great Britain ana Irelasnd (London, 1846 ).
nlso r'elling outsiue the province of the regular travel
nasrative cut containing material coucerning the waericean
traveler's experience in Germany were Lerle Cusrti, ed.,

The Learnea Blacksmith, the Letters and Journels of =lihu

Burritt (New York, 1937), Clare Benedict, ead., The Benedicts

abrozad (London, 193%0), ana Leslie A. white, ea., Extracts

from the Buropean Journal of Lewis d. lorgan (Publications

o’ the ocnester distoricel Society, Part II), Vol. XVI.
Particulearly signiricant from the poiut or view of tne
development of am=rican literature were the literary tfigures
wic wrote ena publishea specif'ic travel narsatives in addition
tc tneisr better Xnown workx. A good rrany nineteenth century
writers fell into this group: William Cullen Eryant, Letters

of a Traveller o1 Notes oif Things Seen ian Europe and America

(vew York, 1850k dorace Greeley, Glances at Europe in g

Series o1r Letters from Great Eritain, Frence, Switzerle.id,

etc., during the Sumnser of lotl, dincluding hotices cf the

Greet Exnibition or .orld's Fair (New York, 18%51); Julisa

Nard nowe, From the Cak to the Olive (Eoston, 1895); Helen

karia Fiske sdunt Jaciison, Glimpses cof Three Coasts (kozton, 1883
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and Bits of Travel (Boston, 1895); David Ross Locke

[Petroleum V. Nasby, pseud.) , Nasby in Exile or Six lcnths

o1 Travel in Englana, Irelana, Scotland, France (Toleao,

1322 ); Donala G. witchell @k Mervel, pseud} , fresn

Gleanings; or a New Sneaf from tne Ola rieldas of Coutinental

turove (hew York, 1847); Herman welville, Journsl of a Visit

to London and _the Contineuat 1849-1820 (Cambridge, 19248);

anu .zarriet Beecher Stowe, Sunny liemories of Foreizn Lands
\boston, 159%54).

washington Irving's Tales of a Traveller (New York, 13432)

ana aenry Jadswortih Longt'ellow's Cutre-ler ang Driftwood,

tae works of denry ~adsworti Longfellow (diverside Editicn,

Loston, 138:5), Vol. VII, were more imaginatively written

than the usuel travel nerrative. Henry Janmes' Transatlantic

Sketches (boston, 1876), later published under tae title

roreizn Parts (Leipzig, 188%), was that writer's contributicu

tc tnis genre of literature. More nelptul in reveaiing his
anzlysis ol tine a~merican in Busope were his novels aealing

witn the sutject: The smerican anu Dagisy Killer in Artihur

Zeiger, ea., Selected hovels of Henry James (Caxton Libiary

Zdition, New York, 1946) and Tne Ambassadors (iiew York, 1903).
James Fenimoie Cooper likewise provided both autobiograpnical

an. iictionalized material: A nesidence in France; with an

Excursicn up the Rhine and a Secona Visit to Switzerland
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(London, 13%7) and lhe .ieidenmauer or the benedictines, a

Legend of the Rnine (New York, 1832). The latter work

containea & valuable introduction concerning Cooper's
travels in Eaveria and the novel illustreted his antsgonism
toward Catholicism.

Tne worlk or the traveler who almost made a professicn
o1 traveiing eaaa putlicsiidng the fruits of ais Jjourney is
elso well xnown in nineteentn century literesture. Four such
writer's works have been included in this titliography for
their discussions of Germany: Poultney Eigelow, Paddles

and Politics down the Danube (New York, 1892) and Eorderland

- the Czar and the Kaiser; Notes from Both Sices of the

M e

Russian Frontier (New York, 139%L); Bayerd Teylor, Views

A-Foot (New York, 185%), At iHome and sabroad, Second leries

(New York, 18€2), and By Ways ot Europe (New York, 1869);

Charles budley wainer, Saunterings (boston, 1892) and

s sounasbout Journey (Boston, 1884); and kethaniel Parker

villis, Summer Cruise in the lkegiterranean (Detroit, 1c83),

Loiterings ot Travel (Lonaon, 1840), and Rural Lettess and

Other Records of Thoughts at Leisure (Detroit, 1853).

Other narratives of & more conventional nature used

in the writing of thies thesis are given bvelow in list form:

- Martha Babcock Amory, The Wedding Joursnery of chailes
and Martha Babcock Amory. Letters of lirs. Amory to der
l.other, Muos. Gardner Greene, 1833-34 (Boston, 1922).
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Maturin Murrey Ballou, Foot-Prints or Travel or
Journeyings in kany Lands (Boston, 1&96).

D. D. Barnard, "Political Aspects and Prospects in
burope," A Lecture Delivered befose the Youngman's
Associction in the City of Baltimore, January 31, 1854
(Albeny, 1854).

Henry W. bellows, The 0ld Wworld in Its New Feace:
Impressions of Zurope in 1867-68 (New York, 1862).

Erastus C. Benedict, a4 Run througn Europe (New York, 1860).

Charles Edward Bolton, Travels in Eulope and samerica
(vew York, 1303).

Robert J. Creckenridge, lemoranda of Foreign Travel:
couataininzg Notices of France, Germany, Switzerland, and Italy
(Pnilacdelpnia, 1839).

Phillips Brools, Letters of Travel (New York, 1394).

Cnerlotte bB. Eronson, The Letters of Charlotte
2rinckernoff EBronson written during der vwedading Journey in
Burope in 18358 with der Jdusband, Frederick Bronson, and ais
iniece Caroline wurrayv, to der liother wrs. Jsmes L. Brlncaernoff
(Cembriuge, 19£8).

cunius .lenri Erowne, Sights ang Sensctions in Europe;
oketches of Travel and Adventure in England, France, oSpain,
Germany, etc., with zn Accouat of Flaces and Pcrsons
Frominent in the frranco-german Jdar (dartfora, 13871 ).

Edward Goula Buffum, Sights and Sensatiocus in Yriance,
Germany, ana Switzeiland or Experiences of an american
Journalist ia Europe (New York, 1869 ).

krs. B. kbuckhout, aftermath: from City sna Country,
Eerg ana Tnal (New ork, 1882).

George Henry Celvert, Scenes and Thoughts in EBurope,
First Series (hew Yorix, 1346).

, Scenes and Thougnts in suiope
Second Series (ivew York, 18¢3).

Jalter Cnenning, a Payveician's Veacaticn; or a Summer
in Europe (voston, 1356).




501

John Overtcn Choube, Veacatioun in furope or Young americaus
Abroad; Travels in Englend, France, :dollana, Selgium, Prussia,
and_Switzerland (Boston, 1352).

~James rreeman Clarke, Eleven Weeks in furope; ana what
Lay ke Geen in That Time (Soston, 1852 ).

#. derlan Cord, A Knight Templar Abroad or Reminiscences
ceyona the Sea (St. Louis, 18s85).

Jonn k. Cosson, M.D., Loiterings in Europe; or Sketches
or Travel in Freance, Belgium, Switzerland, Itely, Austria,
Frussiz, Great Britain, anu lreland (llew Yori, 1848).

S. 5. Cox, A cucsgeye Abroad; or wanderings in Europe
and in_the Orient (unew Yoriz, 1252).

ilenry Clay Crockett, ‘he amcsican in Europe; tfeing
guesses _anu Calculations on ken anc lanners lade during a
~ous tarough the lost Impostznt Portions of Europe (London,
1520).

William Combs Dena, A Transatlantic Tour; Conrpiising
Travels in Great Eritain, France, solland, Belgium, Gerlmeny,
Svitzerland, ana Italy (Philadelphie, 184EF).

Felix Octavius Carr verley, Sketcihies abroad witn ren
anyg Fencil (koston, 1878).

Henry Day, A Lawyer sacroad: #dhat to See and aow _to See
(New York, 1874).

J. .. De Forest, European sacquecintance; keing Sketecnes
ol Peoyple in ITurope (iew York, 185&).

Elias iiasket Derby, TIwo Ilontihs Abroau, or a Trip to
England, Frence, Baden, Prussisa, and Belgium (Boston, 1844).

Orville Dewey, The Olg Jiorld and the New: or a Journal
ot Reflections and Observations llade oii a Tour of Europe
(ikew York, 1336).

Robert Dodre, Diary, Sketches, «nd Reviews, dusing an
European Tour, in the Year 1347 (New York, 1320).

kirs. James «nthony Etmes, The EPulzct Closed (Eostoen, 1&£6CJ.




302

John L. Edwards, Random Sketches and MNotes or European
Travel_ in 1856 (New York, 1857).

Jesse Kkilton Emerson, Euiropeen Glimpses and Glances
(hew York, 1833).

Aenry . Field, From the Lakes of Killarney to the
olden :iorn (New York, 18:23).

~

L‘\

=

Wwilbur Misk, Iravels in Furope, viz., in Englend,
Irelena, Scotlend, France, Italv, Switzerlend, Germanv,
and the_Netherlands (New York, 1335).

0y

o,

C. C. lmalton, luvope Viewed through s~mesicen Spectacles
(Pnilecelphis, 1874 ,.

wilidiam rurniss, The Cld wolrld; o1 Scenes and Cities in
roreign Lands (New York, 1850).

william Leonard Geze, & Leisurelv Joulnev (boston, 1Zc6 .

Llargeret Gasdiner, Leaves from a Young Girl's Diary;
the Journai cof Largaret Gerdiner 1.4C-41 ihew iiaven,

con..ecticut, 1927).

) Edwara Everett .iele, Minety Days vwortin of Europe
(bostoun, 1861 ) and A Femily #light througi Freance, Germeny,
horway, and Switzerland (boston, 1831).

Gilvert Haven, The Pilgrim's dallet; or Scraps of Travel
Gathered in_ Englenc, France, and Germany (iew Yorkx, 186€9).

7 Curtis Guild, Over the Ocean or Sights and Scenes in
Foreign Lanus (Eoston, 1875).

Orville idorwitz, Erushwood Picked Up on the Continent;
1 Last _Sumrer's _Trip to the 0ld .orld (Pniladelphia, 18%55).

—— . Gvm———

James Jackson Jarves, Art Thoughts; tne Experiences
and Cbservaticns of an_hmesican Amateur in Eusope (New
York, 1869).

2. W. King, Cur Diary_in Europe (London, 1271).

C. .. Kirxland, iiolidays abroaa; oi burope from the
Jest (new York, 1849).
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J. d. B. Latrobe, Hints for Six lonths in Europe;
Being tne Progr amme of a Tour through FParts of France,
Italy, Austria, SaxonnyPruSSLaJ tne Tvrol, Swit zerland,
ﬂgll3nu, selsium, Englend and Scotlienc in 1868 (Philacelphis,
18€9).

Alfrea =. Lee, zuropean Jays and_ w~ays (Pniladelphie, 139C).

Rendeall &. lkacGavock, A Tennessean Abroad; or Letters
from_Europe, Africe, esnd Asia (New York, 1854 ).

Henry blake LcLe;lan, Jousnal oi a hesidence in Scotlend
ana o Tour throu 1 fngland, France, Germeny, Switzerlend, and
Itely (roston, 1834).

John Litchell, kotes from Ovel the Sea: Consisting of
Observetions iwade In Eulope in the Years 1843 and 1844
(vew York, 184%).

Lecnsi'¢ A. roOrrison, Rambles in Europe in Irelesnd,
Lcotlena, Engliend, Belgium, Germeny, Switzeriana, and rrence,
witin nistoricel Fcets Releting to Scotch-americen rMamilies
Getnerea in Scotland and the hNorth of Ireianu (Eoston, 1887).

Valentine lLott, Travels in BEurope anu the East_in the
Years 1854, '3:, '%$6, '37, '38, '3y, '40 ana_ '4l, Embracing
Observations kade during a Tour thiough Grest Eritein,
lreland, Firance, Pelgium, Holland, Prussis, Sexony, bohemia,
Austris, Eavaria, Switzerland, Lombardy, Tuscany, Itely and
the hear Last (mrew York, 1342 ).

krs. Louise Chandler koulton, Random Rambles (Eoston,
1831 ).

Nicolas iurray LKlIWun, yseud] uen end Thinzgs &es I Seaw
Them in BEurope (hew York, 1853).

Aseneth Nicholson, Loose Papers, or Fects Gethered
duaring Eight-years iesidence in Ireleand, Scotland, Englend,
France eand Germeany (New Yoirhk, L8853 ).

Andrew FPreston Peakody, Leminiscences of Europeen Tiavel
(vew York, 1863).

Samuel Irsenaeus Frime, The Alhambra and the Kremling;
tne South and the Mortn of Europe (liew York, 1870).
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~ George Falmer Putnam, A Pocket wemoszndum Book during
g»:e% fieeks' Trip to Italy and Germeny in 1847 (New York,
1848).

~ F. de bourg fichards, dandom Sketches o1 .~hat I Saw
iu Europe (Pniladelpnie, 1857).

Samuel Green Ricketts, Notes of Travel in FEurope,
E-ypt,_and the :loly Land including a Visit to the City
of Constantinople in 1841 and 1342 (Pailadelpnia, 1844).

Joel kdson Rockwell, Scenes and Impressions Abrosad
(New York, 1860C).

Cutherine . Sedgwick, Letters from sbrosg to Kindred
gt ome (ew York, 185t).

krs. wary m. «#ilson, dese and Tinere ana Everywaere
(Shicago, 1398).

Benjamin Sillimen, a Visit to_ Europe in 1851 (New York,
1854).

Jonn Jay Smith, & Summer's Jaunt across the water
including Visits to England, Ireland, Scotland, France,
Switzerlanu, Germany, Belgium, etc. (Pniladelpnia, 1846).

Frenk Stockton, ~Personally Conducteg (liew York, 1830).

Earl Shinn [Edward Stiahan, pseudn , Ine iew dyperion.
From Paris to lLarly bty Way of the Rinine (Philadelphia, 1875).

kargaret J. S.ect, Hdighways of Traveli or a Summei in
Earope (Eoston, 1u£9).

~—

Z. Sweeney, Unuer Ten Flags (Cincinnzti, 13:38).

denry Fanilip Tappen, A Step from the hew world to the
Olc, ana ceck Apgain: with Thouzhte on the Good and Evil
ol coth (iNew Yorg, 1EEZ ).

Samuel Toplifi, Letters fiom at.osa in the Years 1828-29
(boston, 1906).

dorace binney wallace, Art, Scenery, and Philosopiy in
curope (Pniladelphie, 1855).
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E. K. Washington, Zchoes of FEurope; or liorld Pictures
of Travel (Philadelpnis, 1860).

Orlando wWilliams wight, Peoples and Countries Visited
in a wWinaing Journev around the world (Boston, 188%).

~ Hezekiah dartley w»right, Desultory Reminiscences of
& ;osr thicugn Gerneny, oSwitzerlenc, and rrance (Boston,
1lo353). B

N. &. Wright, Dore, by a Stroller in Europe (iew York,

kemoire end Collected Letters

To £ill in the gaps in stuuying the american traveler
in Germany, it has been necessary to use collected letters
and memoirs of eminent Americans who stuaiea or traveled
in Germeny in the nineteentih century, but who did not leave
any cpecific travel narratives among their printed worgs.
These ncve teen perticularly valuablie in the case of the
New England scinolars wao spent time in tne German universitics.

Jseful in tnis éroup were some of the well known and
trilliantly written autotiocgraphies. denry Aaams, Tae
Lauceation ot .denrv 4dams (poston, 1918) contalaed a chapter
oa Eerlin and the German uaiversities. Lincoln Steffens,

Iae _aAutobiographv of Linceln Sterfens (iew Zork, 190l) also

nad core infecrmetion on German uaniversities in tae early
nineties. James Efurrill angell, Reminiscences (lew rork,
1912 ) recountea the educator's trip to Europe in 1851.

Andrew Dicxkeson white, autobiogsrapny (New York, 1908) and
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Samuel :awkins karshall svers, iswentv Years in Europe

(Chicezo, 190C) helpea fill out the picture with discussions
of LuwOpe &uad Germ&any by men wno for a time occupliled the
positions o1 diplomuts.

I'ne New Znglana scholars' best comment upon Germany
and Burope was founu in tneir collectea letters or gapers
aia ey properly be listea since tney are framiliar works:
w. C. lord, ed., Letters of denry aAdems, 1l855-1913 (Bosten,
1950~-38); bie 4. De Wolfe uowe, ed., Lil'e ana Letters of

Georpe Eencroft (New Yor«, 190¢); anna Eliot Iickuor, ed.,

Lite of" Joseph Green Cozswell as Sketchned in njis Letters

(Cembriage, 1874); Edward Everett, The ..cuat Vernon Papers

(hew Yourir, 186C); denry James, ea., The Letters of William
Jemes (zSoston, 1920); Szmuel Longzf'ellow, editor, Tae Lite

of denry .4zdsworti Longfellow (Eoston, 1886); Charles khliot

nerton, ed., Letters ot James Russell Lowell (New York, 1334);

zeouse williem Cartis, ea., The Corrcspondence cf John Lotarogp

otley (New York, 1900); Herbert :. Adauns, eu., Lne Lif'e and

wedtinses or Jared Sparks (Eocton, 1893); Anna Eliot Ticxknor,

ed., Life, Letters and Journcls of George Ticiunor (London, 137¢)

Other letters that yprovea o1 value 1ua connection witn

Ttals study are Cunairles Fruncls auams, eu., wseinoiss ol Joiui

guinecy Acams, 1795-184¢& (Fnilsuelpnia, 1874-7); .arold wvean

Cater, compiler, genry adems end .ais Friendes; & collection

of vnpublisaea Letters (Boston, 1947); «willianm .iensy Cnanniiig,




507

ed., Lenmoire of silliam Ellesyv Channing with EXtracts rrom

dis Corsespondence and Manuscripts (Eoston, 1860); J. ['.

Cooper, ed., Correspondence ol James renimore Cooper (hew

Haven, 1922); penjamin Seebohn, eu., kemoirs enu Sospel

Lacousrs or Stephen Grellet (Philadelphia, 1&60); Edwaird

Evecicett iale, Jr., ed., The Life and Letteis of Edward

Everett Hale (Eoston, 1917); L. E. Richards, ea., Letters

ana Jouluiels of Samuel Gridley ‘iowe (Eoston, 1906-09);

milarea .lowells, ed., Life in Letters of william Dean .iowells

(Garden City, N. Y., 1:28); william P. Trent &and George S.

dellmen, eds., Tne Journals or washington Irving (Boston, 1919);

Percy Lubbock, ed., The Letters of idenry James (hew York, 1920);

a. A. De Joltfe :dowe, ed., New Letters of James Russell Lowell

~r

(wvew Yorik, 1832); Edwerd Lind L.orse, ed., Samuel F. E. worse;

4is Letters and Journals (Doston, 1914); E. L. Pierce, ed.,

Memoir aund Letters of Charles Sumner (Bostou, 1877-93).

Seconaary materials

Since bibliogrupnical materials ere iunadeyguate on the
Aunerican tiravelers in Durope, it is not remarkawvle that no
scuolar has attempted tne nerculean tack of assimilating
anc synthesizing the travel neairraetives in a compreanensive
ana aefinitive work on the American in BEurope. Nevertneless,
in & limited way a number of efforts nave reen madae 1in that

direction. The most useiul guide for a brief general
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trcetment of' the subject wes tne chapter “"The Filgrim's
Return" aevoted to the mmerican treveler in Zurope in

flotert BE. Spiller et al., eds., Literary distory of the

Unitea States (New York, 1luv4as), II, 827-843. The chapter

cuiveyed concisely tne movement ot thg Americen bacit to

murope in tie nineteenth century and related that movenent

to the nistory of american thoucht and letters, both ia its
'ict tonal expiession and 1n the standard travel nerrsative.
sUCcn & survey necesseriiy omitted all but the mejor nineteenth
ceunturyvy writers, but it did supply some helpful comment ugon
e Twailn, Hdenry James, Janss Jaclison Jarves, Nathaniel .
+illis, &anc Bayzrd Taylor. Frederic.i S. Ze.lenbaugsh's

"Travellers eac Explorers," Cembridge History of american

Literzture, III, 131-170, was almost worthnless in connection

wit this study in that it concentrated entirely upon wectern
travel ana exploretions in africa, the Arctic, ana the Far
mest. Some nelpful suggestions were obtained ian tne
discussions of individual azutnors and in Albert Eernhard

Faust, "Non-Znglisa writings: German,® Ceaemibridge distory

or smericsn Literature, IV, 572-590, and in Samuel Lee

Jolf'f, "sScholers," Cembridge History of aumerican Litesature,

IV, 444-491. Another intellectusl history, Vernon Louis

Parrington's Main Currents in american Thought (llew York,

1227-50), Volume II, set fortn some stimulating and provocetive

ideas concerning the wmovement oI American thought in the
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nineteentn century, although it supplied slmost nothiig
bearing directly upon this thesis.

In aadition te these standard reference works, two
otiier books should be mentioned for their usefulness in
illuminating the probtlem of the American in Europe. Pnhilip

Rahv, ed., Discoverv of zurope: tie Story of American

Expesrience in the 014 .iorld (Zoston, 1947) had limitea

value in that the worik is an anthology or comnaents by
travelers .in surope from Benjamin Franklin to Walter iiines
Page. ©fut tae eaitor's "Introduction" proved to be a
thougntful statement of the phenomenon of tae traveler in

americean culture. Ferner hMuhn's Tne o#ind blew from the

East: a Studyv in the Orientation of american Cultuse

(New Yorx, 1942) presented actually a series of cpeculative
essays on the subject with no attempt at scnolarly docu-
mentation. .il1s thesis tinat Europe provided a "pull" on
american culture antitheticel to the idea of the frontier
thurew illuminetion on & great many othnerwise uanintelligible
travel narratives.

A debt oif gratitude must be peid to the literary
scholars who nhave dene macin of the groundwork in investi-
gating sfmericans in Germans by theilr studies of literary
I'iguires wao studied in German universities. The chepter
"George Ticunor's wWanderjanre" in Van W¥yck Brooks' Ihe

Flowering ot New Engzland (liodern Libraiy Edition, New rork,
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19%6) was valusabie for an introduction to the early New
Znglana interest in Germany. Orie W. Long, Literary

fioneers: harly American Explorers of European Culture

(Ccembridge, 124L) presented a lucid survey of the influence
of the German experience on the worii of six prominent
Americen students in Germany: George Ticknor, Edward Everett,
Josepn Green Cogswell, George Bancrot't, :denry Wadsworth
Longfellow, anac Jonn Lothrop liotley. The difriculty in
these works seemed to be an inclination to over emphasize
tne ;urely literary and intellectuzl side of interest in
Germeny, with inadequate representetion of interest in
German society, politics, and rpeople.

John Gerow Gazley, sdmerican Opinion ot German Unif'ication

1843-1871 (New York, Columbia University Studies, 1926),

CXXI, 267, furnished a helptrul guide in connection with
Germen political life from the Revolution of 18486 to the
close of tne Franco-German Wwar. Gazley's work was based
on American newspapers primarily, but the writer did use
a few accounts of travelers in Germany. Esther Singleton,

ed., Germwany as Described by Great «riters (New York, 1907)

was an asnthology thit revealed some interesting comments on
Germany by smerican, as well as bknglish and frenci, writers,
but was too seneral ana descriptive in nature for real

assictance in this paper.
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For anistorical background of Germany in the nineteenth
century, this thesis f'ollowed the material set fortn in the
cnapters dealing witn Germany in A. W. Ward et_al., eds.,

The Cambridge iwodern History, Vol. X and Vol. XI, and Sir

Adolpinus ward, Germany 1815-1890 (Camtiidge, bLngland, 1916),

2

$ vols. J. 1. Rose, C. d. Herefora, E. C. K. Gonner and

. E. Sadler, Germany in the Nineteentin Century (lianchester,

1v1l2) was &a series of five lectures on the political,
intellectual and economic history of Germany in the nineteenth
century and the nistory ot Germsa:1 eaucetion. 4. S. Peake,

c. Eosanguet and !'. bonaria, Germany in the Nineteentn Century

(kanchester, 1915) was the second volume of the series
coversing thne tneologicel ana philosophical histcery. =oth
tuese woruas ware useful in rurnishing a Leckgrouad in Gersman
nistory. &4snotner readable anca va.uatvle account was Veit

V:1lentin, The Germsn Feople: Tneiys :istory and civilization

frem the zoly Romen Empire tc _the Third Reich (New York,

1246). Particularly valuatle i.. connectio:n witn the develop-

ment of nationealism weie Cearlton J. 4. rayes, Tne .istorical

gvolution of ihationalism (hvew Youik, 1931) &and :dans Konn,

fine lgea cf hationelism: A Study in Its Origins ana

cackground (ivew Yourk, 1944).

delptful treatments concerning the nistorical devedo.ment
0i sallericaln thougnt were elso found in william w. Sweet,

The Storv of Religion in america (oew Zork, 1939),
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Elwood P. Cucberly, Public tducetion in tne United States:

A Study and Interpreteaetion of americzn Educational .distory

(Loston, 1254), Herbert Scuneider, & Historyv of American

Pnilosopny (hew York, 1946), Ralph Hdenry Gabriel, The

coarse of americin Vemocratic Thought: An Intellectual

History Siuce 1815 (New York, 194C), Frederick liayer, 4

distorv o1 smericen Thought (Dubugue, Iowa, 1951 ), and

doward Lumford Jones, lIdeas in amcrica (Cembriadge, 1944 ).




APPELDIX

Traveler

Year of Travels
in Germeany

Home
in the United States

Occupation

John guincy Adams

Stephen Grellet

George Ticknor
Edward Everett

Joseph Green Cogswell

Washington Irving

George pvancrof't

George denry calvert

Henry E. Dwight
denry w#. Longfellow
Jared Sparks

Samuel Toplifft

John Lothrop Lotley

1997

1807, 1813, 1820,
1831

Massachusetts

New York, Pennsylvania

1815-12, 18%5, 1836 liassachusetts

1315-19

llassachusetts

1818-19, 1847, 1840, liassachusetts

1848, 1850
1818, 1822, 1823
1818-22, 1867-74

1825, 1340, 1850

1825-26

1826-29, 1840-41
1828-29, 1835
1828-29

New York

lMassachusetts

Zaltimore, larylena

Connecticut
liassachusetts
Massuchusetts

llassachusetts

1831-34, 1341, 1855 lassachusetts

Statesman

JuiKer minister

Scnolar
ocholar, politician

Scholar, teacner

writer

Historian, sciholar,
diplomat

Editor, poet, essay-
ist, politician

Scnolar, teuacher

Poet

Biogrepher

Proprietor of the
kercnants' hews

Room, Boston

distorian



Year of Travels dome
Traveler in Gelmeny in the United States Occupation

Samuel GCridley .owe 1831 liassaciusetts Abolitionist,
reformer

James Fenimore Cooper 1833 New York ariter

Henry EBlake licLellan 18335 (?) New York Divinity student,
minister

Kartha Bebeock aAmory 1854 Boston

Valentin Lott 1034-41 New Zork Physician, surgeon

ailliem Cullen sSryant 1854-49 New York Poet

Nilliam risk 18%5-36 Connecticut Methodist minister,
College President

denry aiestand 18%5 Ohio, Virginia Unitea orethren
minister

Calvin Ellis btowe 1336 Ohio Educgtor

nezekiah dartley awrignt 1836 (%)

Robert J. Ereckinridge 1836 Kentucky Presbyterian
clergyman

Orville Dewey 1336 lkassachusetts Unitarian minister

Nathaniel P. Willis 1836-45 New England, New York Poet, journalist,

Ciharles Sumner

1837, '38, '39
1858-59

massachusetts

writer

Congressman



Year oi° Travels

riome

lraveler in Germany in the United Stetes Cecupation
Cnarlotte E. Etronson 18%¢ New Englend
Catinerine Sedgwick 1849, '40 liessachusetts wreiter
haigaret Gerainer 1340-41 New York
Donala 2. kitchell 1341 Connecticut satnor, J.S5. consul
vamuel Green nicketts 13841, 1842 Pennsylvania
#illiam Combs Dana 1843
Elia Haskel Derby 16435 llassachusetts Raillroau director
Jonn iitchell 1845-44 Connecticut Clergyman, writer
#illiam Furuiss 1343 (%) Massachusetts Autnor
Thurlow Weed 1843%-45, 18L1-%22 New Yorx Journalist
dorace lLann 1344 Liassachusetts Educator
bpayurd Taylor 1844-1365 Pennsylvania, New York Writer
denry wneaton 1845-47 Rhode Island Lawyer, diplomat
John Jay Smith 184% Pniladelphia minister, librarian
Robert Dodge 1847 Ilew York Lawyer
krs., James anthony Eames 1847, 1250 New England aweiter

J. h. B. Latrobe

George Palmer Putnem

1847, 1827, 1568

1847

bBaltimore

New York

Lawyer, inveutor

Publ isher
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Traveler

Year of Treavels
in Germany

dome
in the Jnited otates

Uccupatlionu

Jonn k. Corson

Catnerine M. Kirkland
derman ikelville

James Freeman Clurk
denry Clav Crockett
Horace Einney wallace
Mathew Flourney Jara
g . Y
Charles Losing Erace

anne T. J. Eullard

Elinu Burritt

George Copway

D. D. Barnerd
AeSenatn ivicnolson
s. S. Cox

George Durtield

John Overton Choule

1848

1848

1od9

1849-L0
1349

1849, 1352
1849

1850

1850

150
1850

1850
13830
12850
1350

1851

Iowa

Lichigan, New Youk
New York

New dampshire
western Fennsvlvania
Pennsvlvenia
Arkansas

Connecticut

ot. Louls, Lissouwdl

vonnecticut

kichigan, kinnesota

New Yoik

Chio

vetroit

New York

Pays.cian, poli-
tician

yriter
Writer

Clergyman

Artist
Journalist
Philentnropist

#il'e ot Presiyterian
minister

tlecksmith

Indian, ketnodist
ninister

Politician, aiplomat

Congressman, editor

aritel, editor,
Presbyterian
minister

ﬁa€t1Ct minister,
eacher



fraveler

Year of Travels
in Germasnvy

riome
in the United Stetes

Oceupation

penjamin oillimen

denr Pnilip Tappan

dorace ureeley

David F. Dorr

Ranasll W. iacGavocg
Nicolas Murray

Saran Jane Lippincott

Jaumes Burrill angell

dalter Channing
Jo #. De rorest
Hdarriett Beecher Stowe

Orlando william Jignt

Octavia wWalton Le Vert
Orville dorwitz

James kasoi iioppin

18tl

1201-52

1851

1851 (1)
1851

1351

1852

1852, 1386-91

1852
1852
1853
1553-56, 1837

1355-54
1854
1854

vonnecticut

kicni. an

wew York

missouri

Tennessee

New BEngland

New Yorx, Pennsylveania

wicihizen

Rhode Islaad
Connecticut
New England, Chio

Detroit

Georgia
Baltimore

New Zngland

Yale protessor of
cclence anu medicine

Presiuent, University
or Licai.en

Editor, Jjournalist
Runaway slave

Lawyer

Presbyterian minister
writer

Fresident, University
of Hichizan

Physician
Novelist
Jriter, abolitionist

Trauslator,
sociologzist

Writer

Theological studeut,
minister, educator



___Traveler

Year of Travels
in Germany

ione
in the United States

- — e -—

Jdecupation

C. n. Lartol

bergeret Sweat

andrew Dickson ahite

Jernes Frencis lLagee

Samuel F. E. Lorse
James Russell Leowell
V. W, Aright

John E. Edwzids

Anna C. Johnson
F. de Bourg dichards
Fletcher furst

E. K. wasnington

denry Adams
dotert ilosea
Edwerd Gould cuffum

Joel Edeoun Rockwell

1854

1855-56, 1&60
1855

1855-56, 1867

1857
1857
1857-64

1ob6-C9

™

1856~

\Q
o

¢

1853
185¢-1868

1853

kascechusetts

Maine

Nichigan, New York

Pennsyvlveuiiis

New England

l.assachusetts

Virginia, North
Carolina

Philadelphia
~ew York

Lower lilssissippi
Valley

Massachusetts

Cincinneti

Pecific Coast, New York

Vermont

Unitarien minister

4if'e of Congress-
marn, writer

Zducator, diplomat

Chemict, business
man

Scientist, inventor

lethodist clergy-
mar

Artist

Scnolar, teacher

oScholelr, historian
lierchant
Journajist, eaitor

Clergvman



Treveler

Tear or Trevels
in Gernany

nome
i1 the United States

—— — ——— —— s {— .

QOccupation

Erastus C. Eenedict

BEdward Everett Hele

al Mg

8. C. F. Farlosius
Edweard Southey Joynes
Poultney Bigelow
Gilbert naven

J. Roes crowne
Phillips Erooks

kery Sands Griffin

F. 0. C. Darley

James Jackson Jarves

Samuel I. Prire

andrew Preston Peabody

Julia #Hara :owe
aillian James

henry .. rellows

ocnerles Dudlev aazrner

1859

1359, 1880

1862, 1385
1863-6¢

1864-72

1864

1865

1865, 1872, 18&2
1865-€7

1865

1865

1866

1866-€7

1367
1867-68, 1882
1867-68

1863, 1831-82

ew York

massecnusetts

Virginia

Virginie

New York, iew England
kassachusetts
Celifornia

llassachusetts

Philadelphis
wassachusetts

New Yorxk

New York

New York
New York, New Zngland

flew England

Lawyer

Unitaiien clergy-
men, writer

Scholear, tegcher
Journalist
lietihiodist cisnop
Government employee

Episcopal bishop

artist
awriter, art collector

Prestyterien
clergyman

Uniterien clergy-
man

driter, abolitionist
Pnilosopher

Unitarian clergy-
ran

new Yorik, lessacnusetts Jriter



__Traveler

Junius denri crowne
Ay Fay

delen dunt Jackeon
Curtis Guild

Lewis dorgen

E. . King

denry Janes

Earl Shinn

C. C. tulton
Julian dawtiorne
william demstreet
George reffner
denry Dey

denry fiela

Elancne nowara Teuf't'el

Cnarles Edward Lolton

Year or ITravels
in Germanv

i1ome
in the Jnited uvtates

Uccupetion

1869-70
1869-75
1869, 1885
1870
1870-71

1871
1872
1872
1873
1873
1874
1874
1374

1875

1876-77
1878, 1890

Cincinneti, wew York
lassacnusetts
Californie

boston

New York
liassachusetts

New York, New England

Laryland

New England
Pennsylvauia

hew York

New Englana

Massachusetts, Ohio

Journalist
lusician, teacner
writer

Editor

Soclologist,
lawyeyr, autnor

Episcopal clergyman

driter

kditor, journalist
ariter

Journalist

Student

Lawyer

Fresuvyterien
clergyman

Writer

Educator, business
man, inventor



Traveler

Yeel o1 Travels
in Germeny

(ome

in the Jnited vtates

Occupation

denry Ruggles

Samuel Langhorne Clemens
Louise Chandler koulton
Francis Churles Sessioiis
williem Stevenson

David Ross Locke

Devid Preston

kre. B. Buckhout

Marie J. Pitmean

Emma Louise rarry

John Insley Eleair

Kobert Clerk

¥illiam L. Gaze

Leonard a. korrison
Carrie Zutler Thwing

#. darlan Corc

Lee Leriwether

4. Leeney

1880-82
1880
1880
1880
18&1
1881
1881, 1486
1881
1882
1885-34
1885
1884
1884-85
1884
1885
1885
1385

1826

wvew fork

kissouri

New England

Ohio

Flint, Liechigen
Ohio

Detroit, Michigen
Saginaw, Liichigan

Rhode Island

New Jersey

Cnicago

dartford, Connecticut

New Hampshire
Ohio, kinnesote
Chicego
missouri

Indiana

Je 5. consul
ariter
Authoress, poet

ilistorian

tflumorist, writer
fethodalst minister

Jif'e of lumbermen

Student, teacher

vongressman

kinister
Amateur geneologist

#il'e of minister

Journaslist

Liinister, Church
ot Christ



_Traveler

—

Yesr or Irevels
in Germany

ilome
in the vnited States

Cccupation

Alfred b. Lee

Lary Louise Gamewell
Jesse L. Emerson

Joel Cook

Maturin burrsy ballow
Esry E. wilson Sherwood
Frank ttockton

Lincoln Steffens

¥rs. D. miller

Samuel Stone

Szmuel Haskins Marshall
Byers

ailliam Dean .iowells

Ray Stannercd Bezker

1867
1387
188¢-89
18s8-89
1838c
1890
1890
1890-21
1591

1892

1892
1297
1900

Cnicago

Philadelphisa

Boston

New England, New York
Philadelpaia
California

Illinois

Pnilauelphia

Iowa
New York

kichigan

United States consul

Journalist
Journalist, editor
author

writer

Journalist
Children's writer

Episcopal minister

Solcier, diplomat
ariter

Jriter, politician



