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"SINFONIA SINE NOMINE"

The '"'Sinfonia Sine Nomine' is a four-movement work in
which the complement of the full symphony orchestra is employed.
The basic intention of the work, as presented, is to show that with
the implementation of the materials of music, a work could be pro-
duced which would prove interesting to the contemporary orchestral
performer. Further, the composer intended to create music which
had initiative and purpose: seeming to want to go somewhere and
going about to do just that.

In general, there are no over-emphases on startling
musical sounds, or on extra-curricular percussive effects. There
appears to be, however, a gradual increase in intensity from the
first movement through the last, but there remains throughout the
work an attempt at balance between lyrical and percussive effects.
A clarity of texture was foremost in the composer's mind, a quality
or goal set for the entire work. A careful examination of the score
will prove that, in actuality, there is cyclical treatment employed
therein, with the main subject of the first movement acting as the
germinal theme of the entire work.

The form of the movements is intended to be quite tradi-
tional, with first-movement form serving as a framework for the
first and fourth movements, a three-part form for the second
movement, and the traditional Scherzo and Trio serving the third.

The work is scored for the following instruments: Piccolo,
two flutes, English horn, two soprano clarinets and bass clarinet,
two bassoons, four horns, three trumpets, two tenor and bass trom-
bones, tuba, tympani, xylophone, drums, and the usual strings.

Some of the harmonic features employed in the work are,
for example, many cases of polychordality, major seventh chords,
chords built on fourth and fifth intervals, simple triadic relations,
and some quartal harmonic sections.

Counterpoint, or linear interest was uppermost in the mind
of the composer. He sought to achieve a tightly-knit work based on
the integration of purely thematic materials. All of the traditional
countrapuntal devices are employed in the work.

The rather severe employment of counterpoint in the work
seems to negate the use of excessive meter changes. While there
are some changes present, which are felt necessary to the delin-
eation of the work, the composer chose to ignore the bar-line in
most cases in order to achieve a desired rhythmic effect.

The opening melodic statement in the first movement serves
as a germinal idea for the entire work., A theme used in the first
movement is actually a twelve-tone melody, but this line of pro-
cedure was not followed with any consistency. A great deal of the
melodic material throughout the work deliberately bears a similarity
to the germinal subject. Melodic lines throughout the work are highly
integrated with a great deal of thematic transformation inherent.



Woodwinds:

Brass:

Percussion:

Strings:

Mvt. #1
Mvt. #2
Mvt. #3

Mvt. #4

*Transposed Score

"SINFONIA SINE NOMINE"

by

Roger P. Dennis

Orchestration

Piccolo

1st Flute
2nd F'lute
1st Oboe

2nd Cboe (double English Horn)

1st Clarinet in Bb

2nd Clarinet in Bb (double Bass Clarinet)

1st Bassoon
2nd Bassoon

1st, 2nd Horns in F
3rd, 4th Horns in F

1st, 2nd Trumpets in Bb

3rd Trumpet in Bb
1st, 2nd Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Tympani
Xylophone
Drums

Ist Violin
2nd Violin
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

Movements

Allegro Non Troppo
Andante
Allegro Moderato

Allegro Giusto

(half note

120)

(quarter note = 70)

(dotted half note = 120)

(half note

120 - 140)
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