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ABSTRACT

THE POST-ADMISSION SUPPORT POLICIES 
OF PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES OF MICHIGAN 

IN RELATION TO INDIAN STUDENTS' NEEDS

By

John  C a rp e n te r  C la g e t t

P u rpose  o f  th e  S tu d y

The p u rp o se  o f  th e  s tu d y  was t o  d e te rm in e  aw areness a t  th e  p u b l ic  

c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ichigan t o  th e  n eed s o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

th ro u g h  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  program s and p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  b e n e f i t . 

The fo u r  m ajo r a r e a s  o f  concern  w ere (1 )  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n ,  (2 ) educa­

t i o n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  (3 )  economic s u p p o r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , and  (4 ) c u l t u r a l  

l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

The In fo rm a tio n  g a th e re d  by th e  s tu d y  was In te n d e d  t o  s e rv e  th r e e  

p u rp o se s : (1 )  t o  be  a  u s e f u l  t o o l  f o r  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts  d e s i r i n g  to  make 

In fo rm ed  e d u c a tio n a l  c h o ic e s ,  (2 ) t o  b e  a  u s e f u l  t o o l  f o r  c o l le g e s  o r  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  c o n te m p la tin g  u p g rad in g  t h e i r  program s and p o l i c i e s  i n  r e l a ­

t i o n  t o  In d ia n  s t u d e n t s ' n e e d s , and (3 )  a s  a  b a s ic  s e t  o f  in fo rm a tio n  from  

w hich  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  co u ld  be  c o n d u c te d .

P ro c e d u re s

The p o p u la t io n  f o r  th e  s tu d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  

and  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  In c lu d in g  corm unity  c o l l e g e s ,  o f  M ich igan . I n v e s t ig a ­

t i o n  was co n d u cted  t o  d e te rm in e  w hich a r e a s  o f  t h e  s tu d y  sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  

m a jo r  em phasis f o r  d e te rm in in g  In d ia n  s t u d e n t s '  n e e d s . Cnee th e s e  w ere  

fo u n d , a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  wa3 d ev e lo p ed  w i th  th e  su p p o r t o f  th e  M ichigan
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Com nission on In d ia n  A f f a i r s .  T h is  q u e s t io n n a i r e  was s e n t  t o  t h e  Admis­

s io n  O ff ic e s  o f  th e  p u b l ic  c o lle g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a lo n g  w i th  a  sup­

p o r t in g  l e t t e r  from  th e  M ich igan  C om nission on  In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  a  l e t t e r  

e x p la in in g  th e  s tu d y , an d  a  r e tu r n  e n v e lo p e .

A n o rm ativ e  form o f  p r e s e n ta t io n  was d e te rm in e d  to  be  b e s t  s u i t e d  

f o r  th e  s tu d y  so  th e  in fo rm a tio n  g a th e re d  was a rra n g e d  In  t a b l e  and n o te  

form w ith  in d ic a t io n s  o f  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  program  

o r  p o l ic y .  Where c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  in d ic a te d  a d d i t i o n a l  In fo rm a­

t i o n  in  a  g iv e n  a r e a  o f  t h e  s tu d y , i t  was n o te d  a l s o .

C onc lu sio n s

A n a ly sis  o f  th e  d a t a  s u p p o r ts  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  f o r  th e  

sc h o o ls  w hich resp o n d ed  t o  th e  su rv e y , g iv in g  d e ta i l e d  in fo rm a t io n :

1 . Of th e  s c h o o ls  w h ich  conduct 3 tu d e n t  r a c i a l  c o u n t, t h e  m a jo r i ty  

d e te rm in e  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  by a  system  o f  s e l f -p r o c la m a t io n .  No s c h o o ls  

r e q u i r e  a  co m b in a tio n  o f  p ro o f  o f  I n d ia n  b lo o d  and l i s t i n g  o n  a  re c o g ­

n iz e d  t r i b a l  r o l l .

2 . A ll b u t  th r e e  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  o f f e r  e d u c a tio n a l  s u p p o r t  o p p o rtu n ­

i t i e s ;  g e n e ra l ly  t h i s  13 i n  th e  form o f  s p e c i a l  c la s s e s  f o r  low  a c h ie v e r s ,  

t u t o r s ,  and open a d m iss io n  p o l i c i e s .

3. The m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  sc h o o ls  i n d ic a t e d  th e y  do n o t  h a v e  econom ic 

su p p o r t program s s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  B tu d e n ts . The f i v e  w h ich  d id  had 

funds a v a i la b le  th ro u g h  s c h o la r s h ip s ,  w ork s tu d y  money, l o a n s ,  and  o th e r  

m eans. No sc h o o l had fu n d s  a v a i la b le  i n  a l l  o f  th e s e  a r e a s .

4 . The m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e  sch o o ls  d id  n o t  have program s s u p p o r t in g  an  

In d ia n  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e .  The seven  w hich  l i s t e d  l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t  pro­

gram s v a r ie d  i n  t h e i r  p ro g ra m s . One h ad  a n  In d ia n  C u l tu r a l  C e n te r ,  two
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had In d ian  d u b s  o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  f o u r  observed  I n d ia n  day s o r  w eeks, 

f iv e  o f f e r e d  c o u rs e s  w ith  In d ia n  c u l t u r e  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  fo c u s , and  s i x  

employed s t a f f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

S in c e  th e  Supreme C ourt d e c is io n  o f  195*1 > w hich d e c la r e d  s e p a r a te  

b u t  e q u a l s c h o o l f & d l l t l e s  f o r  r a c i a l  m in o r i ty  s tu d e n ts  w ere I n h e re n t ly  

u n e q u a l ,1 th e r e  h a s  been  a  g row ing  p u b l ic  I n t e r e s t  I n  t h e  e d u c a t io n a l  

o p p o r tu n i t i e s  a v a i la b le  t o  m in o r i ty  s tu d e n ts .  A number o f  n a t io n a l  and  

s t a t e  su rv e y s  and  s tu d ie s  have  been  conducted  w hich  d e s c r ib e d  th e  s t a t u s  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l  m in o r i t ie s  In  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  C ole­

man and A urbach, In  s e p a r a te  s t u d i e s ,  have  shown t h a t  A m erican In d ia n

s tu d e n ts  ra n k  a t  o r  n e a r  th e  bo ttom  o f  e th n ic  g ro u p s who s ta y  I n  sc h o o l
2

and r e c e iv e  a  h ig h  sc h o o l d ip lo m a , who e n t e r  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i­
's

v e r s i t l e s ,  and who s t a y  In  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  u n t i l  g ra d u a t io n
ii

once th e y  a r e  a d m itte d .

Subgroup

When c o n fro n te d  w ith  a  h ig h  d ro p  o u t r a t e  I n  an  i d e n t i f i a b l e  su b ­

g roup  o f  a  c o l le g e  o r  u n iv e r s i t y  p o p u la t io n ,  e d u c a to rs  have  a  c h o ic e  o f

1Brcwn e t  a l .  v s .  Board o f  E d u c a tio n , U. S . Supreme C ourt d e c i s io n ,
195*1.

2Jam es S . Colem an, E q u a l i ty  o f  E d u c a tio n a l O p p o rtu n ity  (U. S . Gov­
ernm ent P r in t in g  O f f ic e ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p .  H50 ,

^ H erb e rt A. Aurbach and  E s t e l l e  Fuchs, The S ta tu s  o f  Am erican I n d i ­
a n  E d u ca tio n  (P e n n sy lv a n ia  S t a t e  U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) , p . 109.

^I b l d . , p . 110.
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fo u r  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o u rse s  o f  a c t io n .  One w ould be  t o  m o tiv a te ,  i n  a  p o s i ­

t i v e  w ay, th e  subgroup  to  t r y  h a rd e r  t o  s t a y  In  s c h o o l .  A second  co u rse  

o f  a c t io n  w ould be t o  lo o k  a t  th e  p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s  o f  th e  sc h o o l 

to  s e e  I f  th e y  sh o u ld  be  changed t o  s u p p o r t  th e  subgroup  to  a  g r e a t e r  

e x te n t  th a n  p r e v io u s ly .  H ie t h i r d  a l t e r n a t i v e  w ould be t o  u se  a  combina­

t io n  o f  th e  f i r s t  two a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  h e lp  red u c e  th e  h ig h  d rop  o u t r a t e .  

H ie fo u r th  a l t e r n a t i v e  w ould be t o  ig n o re  th e  p roblem . W hichever a l t e r n a ­

t i v e  w ere chosen  f o r  ch an g e , th e  change w ould need  to  b e  b ased  upon p r i o r  

tho rough  r e s e a r c h  I n to  th e  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  subg roup .

I n d ia n s ,  a s  a  r a c i a l  s u b c u l tu r e  w i th in  th e  Am erican s o c i e t y ,  a re  

unique In  t h a t  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  In  e d u c a tio n  and th e  A m erican s o c i e t y ,  i s  

t o  some d e g re e  c o n tr o l le d  by t r e a t i e s  and s p e c i a l  governm en ta l r e g u la ­

t i o n s .  In  o th e r  w ords, governm en ta l b o d ie s ,  by l e g a l  t r e a t i e s  an d  docu­

m e n ta tio n , have e x p re sse d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  and 

s o c i e t a l  w e lfa re  o f  In d ia n  c i t i z e n s .

In  1931*» M ichigan— in  an agreem ent w ith  th e  F e d e ra l B ureau o f  In d ia n  

A f f a ir s — u n d erto o k  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  In d ia n s  an d  th e  

m ain tenance  o f  th e  s t a t e  r e s e r v a t io n s .  C o n se q u e n tly , p a r t  o f  t h e  blame 

f o r  th e  h ig h  d ro p  o u t r a t e  among M ichigan In d ia n s  can b e  l a i d  a t  th e  f e e t  

o f  S t a te  a g e n c ie s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  They have an  o b l ig a t io n  to  c r e a t e  con­

d i t i o n s  w hich would en co u rag e  In d ia n s  to  s t a y  i n  sc h o o l a n d , In  p a r t ,  con­

t r o l  th e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  to  s t a y  i n  sc h o o l w hich a r e  un ique  

f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

The l im i te d  amount o f  in fo rm a tio n  a v a i la b l e  c o n c e rn in g  In d ia n s  in  

e d u c a tio n a l  s e t t i n g s  shows t h a t  M ichigan I n d ia n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th o s e  in  

o th e r  s t a t e s ,  a r e  n o t  r e c e iv in g  an  e d u c a tio n  on a  p a r  w i th  t h e i r  w h ite



c
p e e r s.J The nuribers who g ra d u a te  from  each  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  a r e  l e s s  

th a n  com parab le  p ro p o r t io n s  o f  w h ite s  o r  o th e r  e th n ic  m in o r i t i e s  In  th e  

p o p u la t io n . In d ia n  n e w s le t te r s  and  p u b l ic a t io n s  c o n s i s t e n t ly  c ry  o u t f o r  

more a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  prob lem  and  more In d ia n  In f lu e n c e  on th e  e d u c a tio n  

o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .^  The In d ia n  c o n ce rn  i s  t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  

sc h o o ls  seem t o  demand th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  an  In d ia n  I d e n t i t y  f o r  th e  oppor­

tu n i ty  t o  su cceed  I n  p u b l ic  e d u c a tio n .

I n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  In fo rm a tio n  r e l a t i n g  t o  p o s t  ad m iss io n  p o l i ­

c ie s  and p r a c t i c e s  u sed  by  M ich igan  two and f o u r  y e a r  c o l le g e s  and u n i­

v e r s i t i e s  w i l l  be  p r e s e n te d .  The s tu d y  w i l l  em phasize and  a s s e s s  how th e s e  

s c h o o ls  r e l a t e  t o  In d ia n  s t u d e n t s ' n e e d s , b o th  c u l t u r a l l y  and e d u c a tio n ­

a l l y ,  th ro u g h  t h e i r  p o s t  a d m iss io n s  p o l i c i e s  and  p r a c t i c e s .

Need f o r  th e  S tudy

The p o s t  seco n d a ry  p u b l ic  I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  M ichigan a r e  t o  v a r io u s  

d e g re e s  aw are o f  In d ia n s  a s  a  r a c i a l  m in o r ity  I n  need  o f  s p e c i a l  p ro v i­

s io n s  I n  p o s t  a d m iss io n s  p r a c t i c e s  and p o l i c i e s .  C o l le c t i v e ly ,  th e s e  pub­

l i c  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  g u a rd ia n s  o f  a  p u b lic  t r u s t  by t h e i r  c h a r t e r s  a s  

p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n a l  e x te n s io n s  o f  t h e  p e o p le 's  w i l l .  I t  i s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i­

b i l i t y  t o  Im plem ent th e  s t a t e ' s  l e g a l  o b l ig a t io n  t o  e d u c a te  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

on a  p a r  w ith  a l l  c h i ld r e n .  I h l s  im p le m e n ta tio n  sh o u ld  b e  r e f l e c t e d  I n  

t h e i r  p o s t  a d m iss io n s  p o l i c i e s  e x h ib i t in g  aw aren ess o f  I n d ia n  s tu d e n t s '

^Edgar S . Cahn, E d .,  Our B r o th e r 's  K eeper: t h e  In d ia n  I n  W hite 
A m erica (The W orld P u b l is h in g  Company, New Y ork , 1 9 6 9 ), p .  28 .

^ "E d u ca tio n  and  C om nun ication ,"  The N lshnawbe News, V o l. Che, Num­
b e r  S ix ,  1972, p . 2 .



c u l t u r a l  and  e d u c a t io n a l  needs*

R esearch  i s  needed  w hich w i l l  p o in t  o u t t h e  v a ry in g  d e g re e s  o f  aw are­

n e s s ,  a s  e x h ib i te d  by  th e  s c h o o ls ,  o f  t h e  In d ia n  s t u d e n t s ' n e e d s . T h is  

r e s e a rc h  w i l l  h e lp  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  In  m aking a l t e r n a t i v e  e d u c a t io n a l  

c h o ic e s . At th e  same t im e , i t  w i l l  have a  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  becom ing a  f a c t o r  

w hich c o u ld  c r e a t e  In c re a s e d  aw areness w i th in  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts ' n e e d s .

P urpose

Ih e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  s tu d y  i s  t o  d e te rm in e  aw aren ess  w i th in  p u b l ic  c o l ­

le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ichigan a s  t o  th e  n e e d s  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

th ro u g h  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  p rogram s and p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  bene­

f i t .  The fo u r  m a jo r  a r e a s  o f  c o n ce rn  a r e :  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n ,  educa­

t i o n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  econom ic s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  an d  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  

s t y l e  s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

D e f in i t io n  o f  T ern s

A w are(ness)— The p re se n c e  o f  s p e c i f i c  program s o r  p o l i c i e s  s t r u c ­

tu r e d  to  m eet th e  needs o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

C u l tu r a l  L i f e  S ty le — The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  l i v i n g  h a b i t s ,  sp e e c h , 

t r a d i t i o n s  and humor w hich d i s t in g u i s h  one e th n ic  g roup  frcm  a n o th e r  In  

a  s o c i e ty .

P r e h i s t o r i c  Tim es—I h e  p e r io d  o f  In d ia n  h a b i t a t i o n  on th e  Am erican 

c o n tin e n ts  p r i o r  t o  each  t r i b e ' s  " d isc o v e ry "  b y  W estern  E uropean e x p lo r ­

e r s  a f t e r  1*192.

H is to r i c  Tim es—The p e r io d ,  b e g in n in g  In  1*192, when th e  r e p o r t in g  

o f  In d ia n  a c t i v i t i e s  I n  w r i t t e n  form  was begun by  W estern  E uropean
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c u l t u r e s .

In d ia n —P eople  h a v in g  a t  l e a s t  o n e - q u a r te r  n a t iv e  Am erican b lo o d  who 

a re  l i s t e d  on a  l e g i t im a te  t r i b a l  r o l l .

Scope and l im i t a t i o n s  o f  S tudy

T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  su rv e y  a l l  o f  th e  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  

o f  M ich igan , In c lu d in g  com nunity c o l l e g e s .  Ih e  su rv e y  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  

q u e s t io n n a ir e  which w i l l  s o l i c i t  In fo rm a tio n  r e l a t i n g  t o  e a c h  s c h o o l ’s  

p o s t  a d m iss io n  p o l i c i e s  and any s p e c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  a s  th e y  e f f e c t  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts .

I h e  s tu d y  w i l l  b e  l im i te d  t o  p o s t  a d m iss io n  p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s  

fo r  th e  academ ic y e a r  1971-1972 , s in c e  t h i s  tim e  p e r io d  i s  th e  m ost r e c ­

e n t f o r  w hich com plete  In fo rm a tio n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  The w r i t e r  re c o g n iz e s  

t h a t  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  t h e  s tu d y  i s  n o t  o f  a  s t a t i c  n a tu r e ,  b u t  i s  c o n s ta n t ­

ly  b e in g  r e v i s e d  and changed . However, I t  i s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t h e  s tu d y  

co u ld  s e rv e  a s  a  fo rm at w hich co u ld  have  th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b e in g  u p d a te d  

and expanded upon when p o s t  ad m iss io n  p o l i c i e s  a r e ,  In  f a c t ,  changed .

The s tu d y  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  l im i te d  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  I s  n o t  cormon a g re e ­

ment among r e s e a r c h e r s  a s  t o  th e  c o r r e c t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n .  T h is  p ro b ­

lem le a d s  t o  a  l e g i t im a te  q u e s t io n in g  o f  any r e s e a r c h  i n t o  th e  a f f a i r s  

o f  I n d ia n s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly , p e o p le  a r e  o f t e n  co u n ted  a s  I n d ia n  who a r e  n o t  

l e g i t im a te ly  In d ia n  and p e o p le  who a r e  l e g i t im a t e ly  In d ia n  a r e  n o t  coun­

te d  a s  su c h . Thus p r e c i s e  s ta te m e n ts  b y  r e s e a r c h e r s  o f  In d ia n  a f f a i r s  

may b e  s u b je c t  to  s c r u t in y .  However, i n  m ost c a s e s ,  r e s e a r c h  even  w ith  

t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  I s  t h e  m ost a c c u ra te  a v a i l a b l e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e .
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Overview

The s tu d y  I s  d iv id e d  i n t o  f i v e  c h a p te r s .  A fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  

t h e  s tu d y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  C h a p te r  I .  In c lu d e d  a r e  t h e  background f o r  

t h e  s tu d y ,  n eed  f o r  th e  s tu d y ,  p u rp o s e , d e f i n i t i o n  o f  te rm s , scope  and 

l im i t a t i o n s  o f  th e  s tu d y ,  and  a n  o v e rv iew .

C h a p te r I I  r e p o r t s  a  re v ie w  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  In d ia n s  

th ro u g h o u t t h e i r  e x is te n c e  i n  N o rth  A m erica. I t  c o n t r a s t s  e a r ly  educa­

t i o n  m ethods p r a c t ic e d  by th e  In d ia n s  w i th  l a t e r  a t te m p ts  by w h ite s  t o  

e d u c a te  them . A lso  in c lu d e d  i n  C h ap te r I I  a r e  s e l e c te d  r e s u l t s  o f  r e c e n t  

r e s e a r c h  p o in t in g  up  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  M ich igan  In d ia n s  i n  p u b l ic  educa­

t i o n .

C h ap te r I I I  p r e s e n ts  th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  s tu d y .

C h a p te r  IV sum m arizes th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y  i n  th e  fo u r  m ajo r 

a r e a s  o f  th e  q u e s t io n s  s u rv e y e d , and p r e s e n t s  th e  s c h o o ls ' re s p o n se s  t o  

t h e  s tu d y .

C h a p te r V i s  a  sunmary o f ,  and  c o n c lu s io n s  fro m , th e  f in d in g s ,  p lu s  

reco n m en d a tio n s r e l a t e d  t o  th e  s tu d y .



CHAPTER I I

REVIEW OP THE LITERATURE

The Im pact o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  a tte n d a n c e  upon a n  In d ia n  I d e n t i t y  can  

be  a  f o r c e f u l  I n f lu e n c e  on a  s tu d e n t* a  s e l f - e s te e m . I f  t h e  p r e v a i l in g  

a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  sc h o o l l a  p o s i t iv e  and  r e in f o r c e s  a  r a c i a l  I d e n t i t y ,  s e p ­

a r a t e  from  th e  m a jo r i ty  c u l t u r e ,  th e n  r e s e a r c h e r s  c o u ld  e x p e c t p o s i t iv e  

a t t i t u d e s  and  m o tiv a t io n  tow ard  s c h o o ls  from  members o f  t h e  r a c i a l  sub ­

c u l t u r e .  I f ,  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  a r e  nega­

t i v e  and do  n o t  r e i n f o r c e  a  s e p a r a te  r a c i a l  I d e n t i t y ,  th e n  r e s e a r c h e r s  

can  e x p e c t l e s s  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  and  m o tiv a tio n  to w ard  s c h o o l by r a c i a l  

s u b c u l tu r e s .

I n  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  a  rev ie w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  c u l t u r a l  

h e r i t a g e  and  l i f e  s t y l e s  o f  M ichigan  In d ia n s  w i l l  b e  g iv e n . A lso , a  r e ­

view  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  t r e a t i e s  made be tw een  M ichigan I n ­

d ia n s  and v a r io u s  governm ents who so u & it f o r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  la n d s  o f  

M ichigan and  th e  l lv e 3  o f  th e  p e o p le  l i v i n g  th e r e  w i l l  be  exam ined.

The p a r t i c u l a r  t r e a t i e s  chosen  f o r  e x am in a tio n  a r e  th o s e  t r e a t i e s  

o r  p a r t s  o f  t r e a t i e s  t h a t  d e a l  w ith  e d u c a tio n  f o r  I n d ia n s .

The l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e s u l t s  o f  r e c e n t  su rv e y s  and  r e s e a r c h  

p o in t in g  t o  th e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  I n d ia n s  In  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  and some 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w hich le a d  t o  h ig h  d ro p  o u t r a t e s  a r e  a l s o  exam ined.

P r e h i s t o r i c  In d ia n s  o f  M ichigan

Knowledge d e a l in g  w ith  t h e  l i v e s  o f  In d ia n s  p r i o r  t o  th e  tim e  o f  

t h e i r  f i r s t  c o n ta c ts  w i th  W estern  E uropean e x p lo r e r s  i s  b a se d  upon I n d ia n

7
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le g e n d s  and a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  e v id e n c e  g a in e d  from  e x c a v a tio n  o f  In d ia n  cam­

p in g  and  h u n tin g  s i t e s .  The le g e n d s  and a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  e v id e n ce  v a ry  In  

t h e i r  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  m an 's f i r s t  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  i s  now known a s  

M ichigan.

The Chippewa In d ia n s  have  a  le g e n d  t h a t  s a y s  a  G re a t C rane was s e n t

from  th e  3ky t o  h e lp  th e  w an d e rin g  p e o p le  f i n d  a  p la c e  t o  s e t t l e .  As th e

C rane flew  down, h e  saw t h e  a r e a  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  S a u l t  S t e .  M a rie ,

M ich igan , w here  he  la n d e d . H is c a l l s  b ro u g h t t h e  Chippewa th e r e  t o  s e t t l e  
7

and grew r i c e . (

The a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  I n h a b i t a t io n  o f  M ichigan

i s  a  p a r t  o f  a  p a t t e r n  fo u n d  In  I n d ia n  movement th ro u g h o u t th e  N o rth  and

S ou th  American c o n t in e n ts .  These p r e h i s t o r i c  In d ia n s  w ere th e  o ld e s t  r a c e

o f  p e o p le  on  th e  e a r th ,®  an d  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a r e  h e i r s  t o  a  lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f

a d a p ta t io n  t o  n a tu r e ,  and le g e n d s  r i c h  I n  c u l t u r a l  v a lu e .

A rc h a e o lo g is ts  now b e l ie v e  t h a t  men f i r s t  came t o  M ichigan a b o u t

e le v e n  th o u san d  y e a r s  a g o , w here th e y  h u n ted  I n  an a r e a  now known a s
g

Macomb C ounty , n o r th  o f  D e t r o i t .

As p re v io u s ly  s t a t e d ,  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  M ichigan was a  s m a ll  p a r t  o f  

th e  p a t t e r n  o f  movement an d  a d a p ta t io n .  In  o r d e r  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  M ichigan 

I n d ia n s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  lo o k  a t  th e  w hole p a t t e r n  i n  N o rth  and S ou th  

Am erica.

^ O liv ia  V la h o s , New W orld B e g in n in g s  (F aw ce tt P u b l i c a t io n s ,  G reen­
w ic h , C o n n e c tic u t, 1 9 t0 ) ,  p .  12.

o
A lv in  M. Jo se p h y , J r . ,  E d i t o r ,  A m erican H e r ita g e  Book o f  In d ia n s  

(Am erican H e r ita g e  P u b lis h in g  C o ., New Y ork, 1 9 6 1 ), p .  10Q
James E . F i t t i n g ,  The A rchaeo logy  o f  M ichigan  (The N a tu ra l  H is to ry  

P r e s s ,  G arden C i ty ,  New Y ork , 1 9 7 0 ) , p .  45.
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M ichigan In d ia n s  B e fo re  C o n tac t w i th  W eBtem E uropean C u ltu re

A rc h a e o lo g is ts  a r e  In  g e n e ra l  ag reem ent t h a t  man f i r s t  came t o  N orth  

Am erica a c ro s s  th e  la n d  b r id g e  ( B e r ln g la )  betw een n o r th e a s te r n  A s ia  and  

A la sk a . T h is  la n d  b r id g e  re a p p e a re d  s e v e r a l  tim es d u r in g  th e  v a r io u s  I c e  

A ges, b u t  th e  l a s t  I c e  A ge, th e  W isco n sin  g l a c i a t i o n ,  was t h e  m ost Im por­

t a n t  one t o  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  D uring  t h i s  p e r io d ,  th e  i c e  was s o  c o n g ea le d  

t h a t  th e  la n d  b r id g e  was a lm o s t one  th o u sa n d  m ile s  w ide i n  p l a c e s . The 

m ig ra tio n  a c ro s s  t h i s  b r id g e  can b e  p la c e d  c o n s e rv a t iv e ly  a t  l e a s t  tw e lv e  

th o u san d  t o  f i f t e e n  th o u san d  y e a r s  ag o . 11 O ther a r c h a e o lo g is t s  hav e  su g ­

g e s te d ,  w ith  In c r e a s in g  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  man e n te r e d  A la sk a  from  A sia
12as  lo n g  a s  f o r t y  t o  f i f t y  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  ag o . From A laska  th e  p e o p le

moved down' th ro u g h  th e  N o rth  and e v e n tu a l ly  th e  S o u th  Am erican c o n t in e n t s ,

th ough  th e r e  i s  d isa g re e m e n t a s  t o  when t h e  m ig ra tio n  re a c h e d  s o u th e rn

p a r t s  o f  S o u th  A m erica. W ls s le r  p la c e d  t h e  d a te  n e a r  e ig h t  th o u sa n d  y e a rs  
15a g o , b u t Jo sep h y  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  fo u r te e n  th o u san d  y e a rs  ag o  i s  c lo s e r  

to  f a c t . ^

I t  i s  th o u g h t t h a t  t h e  e a r ly  In d ia n s  o f  N orth  Am erica l iv e d  p r im a r­

i l y  a  h u n tin g  l i f e  s t y l e  w i th  a g r i c u l t u r e  em erging much l a t e r .  The o b je c t  

o f  t h e i r  h u n ts  w ere th e  m astodons and o t h e r  P le is to c e n e  Age b ig  game a n i­

m a ls . With th e  end o f  th e  W isconsin  Ic e  A ge, th e s e  an im als  began  t o

10A lv in  M. Jo se p h y , J r . ,  The In d ia n  H e r ita g e  o f  A m erica (A lp h red  A. 
K nopf, New Y ork , 1 9 6 8 ), p .  38 .

X1Ibld. . p. 37.
12Ibld. . p. 43.
13C lark  W is3l e r ,  I n d ia n s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  (D oubleday and  Com­

p an y , G arden C i ty ,  New Y ork , 1966) ,  p . 1 0 .

^Josephy, oo. c l t . , p. ii6.



d is a p p e a r ,  b r in g in g  a b o u t changes I n  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  p e o p le . ^  T h is  p e r ­

iod  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  and a d a p ta t io n  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  by a r c h a e o lo g is t s  a s  th e  

E a rly  A rch aic  P e r io d . I t  l a s t e d  from  th r e e  t o  f iv e  th o u sa n d  y e a r s  i n  d i f ­

f e r e n t  a r e a s .  D uring t h i s  s t a g e ,  i n  th e  U pper G re a t Lakes a r e a ,  th e  p e r ­

io d  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  t h e  A qua-Plano s t a g e . ^  However, h i s t o r i a n s  f i n d  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e te rm in e  much s p e c i f i c  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  p e o p le  b e ca u se  

th e s e  In d ia n s  l iv e d  p r im a r i ly  n e a r  sh o re  l i n e s  and th e s e  s h o re s  have  be­

come co v ered  w ith  w a te r  b y  c o n t in u a l  m e l t in g  o f  g l a c i a l  i c e .  In  f a c t ,

3ome o f  th e  r i c h e s t  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  and  h i s t o r i c a l  e v id e n c e s  a r e  th o u g h t 

to  b e  p r e s e n t ly  under a s  much a s  f o u r  hundred  f e e t  o f  w a te r .  ̂  A no ther 

re a s o n  f o r  l a c k  o f  e v id e n c e  o f  o c c u p a tio n  may be t h a t  a t  t h a t  tim e  i n

M ichigan th e r e  was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  p o p u la t io n  due t o  th e  h a r s h  e n v i -  
1Rronment.

E v e n tu a l ly  th e  c l im a te  changed enough t o  make M ich igan  a t t r a c t i v e ,  

n o t s o  much t o  h u n te rs  o f  th e  Ic e  Age b ig  game a s  t o  p e o p le  a d a p te d  t o  

sm a ll game h u n tin g  and  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I t  was th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  c ro p s  w hich 

changed th e  way o f  l i f e  o f  th e  In d ia n s .

Though c o m ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was a p p a re n t ly  " . . . f i r s t  d o m e s tic a te d  

somewhere i n  so u th e rn  P u e b la ,  M exico, a ro u n d  5000 B .C ."  i t  d id  n o t  sp re a d  

up t o  th e  n o r th e a s te r n  U n ite d  S ta te B  and become a  su p p le m e n ta l c ro p  o f  

M ichigan In d ia n s  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  Woodland S ta g e  more th a n  f o u r  th o u sa n d ,

^ j o s e p h y ,  o£. c l t . , n .  83 .

^ I b ld . . p .  84.

^ F i t t i n g ,  2E ' c l t . » p . 57.

l 8I b id . , p .  67 .
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19f i v e  hundred  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  o r ig in  I n  M exico.

A gain , be tw een  9000 B .C . and 1000 A .D ., t h e r e  was a  t r a n s i t i o n  b e ­

tw een dependency on " b ig  game" and dependency on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  l b i s  gap  

was f i l l e d  by  r e l i a n c e  on sm a ll  game— d e e r ,  b e a r ,  m oose, and f i s h ,  a lo n g  

w ith  b e r r i e s  and  n u ts  a v a i la b le  w ith o u t  c u l t i v a t i o n .

B eg inn ing  a b o u t f iv e  th o u san d  y e a r s  a g o , r e g io n a l  c u l tu r e s  em erged. 

The B o re a l A rchaic  c u l tu r e  was dom inant I n  th e  a r e a  m a n  th e  U pper G re a t
p n

Lakes t o  th e  A t la n t ic  c o a s t .  The In d ia n s  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h i s  c u l tu r e  w ere  

c h a r a c te r iz e d  a s  f o r e s t  a d a p te d  an d  a r e  c o n s id e re d  th e  fo re ru n n e rs  o f  th e  

A lgonquian language  g ro u p . At th e  en d  o f  t h i s  p e r io d ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  was ad­

v a n c in g  i n t o  p a r t s  o f  th e  n o r th e a s t  a s  a  supplem ent t o  th e  l i f e  s t y l e .

T e r r e l l  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  ab o u t 4000 B .C . th e  "O ld Copper c u l tu r e "  

began  I n  th e  Upper G re a t Lakes a r e a  ( th e  r i c h e s t  v e in s  o f  co p p e r were 

found on th e  Keweenaw P e n in s u la  an d  I s l e  Roy a l e ) . The In d ia n s  o f  t h i s  

a r e a  became th e  f i r s t  m eta lw o rk e rs  o f  N orth  A m erica, and  p o s s ib ly  th e  

f i r s t  In  th e  w o r ld .21 The co p p er o n c e  m ined by  th e  In d ia n s  was shaped  i n ­

t o  d e c o r a t iv e  om am entB an d  u t i l i t a r i a n  o b je c t s .

W ith in  th e  B o re a l A rch a ic  p e r io d ,  p o t te r y  was In tro d u c e d  t o  th e  E as­

t e r n  W oodlands a b o u t t h r e e  th o u san d  y e a rs  a g o . T h is  was r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e

when one c o n s id e r s  t h a t  p o t te r y  was used  I n  th e  s o u th e a s te rn  U n ited  S t a t e s
22

a b o u t a  th o u san d  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  i t s  I n t r o d u c t io n  I n  t h e  n o r th e a s t .

^ I s s l e r ,  o g . c l t . , p .  27.

20Jo se p h y , The In d ia n  H e r ita g e  o f  A m erica , o p . c l t . ,  p . 84 .
21John  Upton T e r r e l l ,  American In d ia n  Almanac (W orld P u b lis h in g  Com­

p a n y , New Y ork , 1971)» P* 223.

22I b l d . . p .  168.
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In  s tm n a ry , t h i s  p e r io d  f e a tu r e d  th e  In t r o d u c t io n  o f  p o t t e r y ,  a g r i ­

c u l t u r e ,  and  m eta lw o rk , and  t h e i r  r e s u l t i n g  ch an g es In  t h e  l i f e  s t y l e s  o f  

th e  In d ia n s .

In  t h e  f i r s t  c e n tu r ie s  b e fo re  C h r i s t ,  t h e r e  emerged i n  th e  M iddle

W est, th e  H opew ell c u l t u r e ,  g e n e r a l ly  c h a r a c te r iz e d  a s  one  o f  th e  h ig h e s t

o f  th e  P r e h i s t o r i c  p e r io d s  i n  N orth  A m erica. The H opew ells w ere  lo c a te d

p r im a r i ly  In  th e  O hio R iv e r  V a lle y , w i th  a d d i t i o n a l  c e n te r s  I n  o th e r
23

s t a t e s ,  In c lu d in g  M ich igan . The H opew ell c u l t u r e  a p p a re n t ly  l a s te d  u n t i l  
2li

A.D. 500-700. The p r i n c i p a l  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c u l tu r e  was 

In c re a s e d  r e l i g i o u s  cerem on ies a s  e v id e n c e d  I n  H opew ell d e a th  mounds. Some­

tim e s  th e s e  mounds w ere  a s  l a r g e  a s  t h i r t y  f e e t  h ig h  and tw o hundred  f e e t  

In  c l r c in f e r e n c e .  The In d ia n s  r a i s e d  c o m ,  sq u a s h , beans an d  to b a c c o , an d  

l i v e d  In  c o n ic a l  wigwams, th e  f i r s t  "hem es" o f  t h e  a r e a .2^ I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

th e y  d ev e lo p ed  an  a lm o s t c o n tin e n t-w id e  netw ork  o f  t r a d e  w h ich  reach ed

c u l tu r e s  In  th e  Rocky M o un ta in s , th e  O u lf  o f  M exico , A t l a n t i c  C oast and
26

th e  Upper G rea t L ak es .

The H opew ell s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  was c o n s id e re d  h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d ; i t  

h ad  an  e l i t e  c la s s  o f  l e a d e r s ,  s p e c i a l  g u i ld s  o f  m e ta lw o rk e rs ,  c a rv e rs  

and w oodw orkers, a s  w e l l  a s  t r a d e r s .  A lthough  th e  c u l tu r e  h ad  s o c i a l  c l a s ­

s e s ,  i t  h ad  no s o c i a l  c le a v a g e s  t o  d i s r u p t  p r o g r e s s .2^

When th e  H opew ell P e r io d  d e c l in e d ,  f o r  unknown r e a s o n s ,  i t  was

23 ib ld . , p . 169 .
Oil

Jo se p h y , The In d ia n  H e r ita g e  o f  A m erica, o p . c l t . , p .  8 3 .

25 i b id . . p . 88 .

26l b l d . , p . 89 .

2^ T e r r e l l ,  o£ . c l t . , p . 170.



13

r e p la c e d  by  In c re a s in g  r e g io n a l is m . I h l s  r e g io n a l is m  l a s t e d  from  a b o u t 

1000 A.D. t o  1600 A.D. when c o n ta c t  w ith  W estern  E uropean c u l t u r e s  s t a r ­

t e d .  T h is  p e r io d  i s  c h a r a c te r i z e d  a s  f e a t u r in g  an  " . . . i n c r e a s e  In  th e  

Im p o rtan ce  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  th e  g row th  o f  p o p u la t io n ,  a  r i s e  In  th e  num ber 

o f  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  s i z e  o f  s e t t l e m e n ts ,  an d  a  g e n e r a l  

advance  o f  c u l t u r a l  d e v e lo p m e n t." 1*® However, p rim a ry  dependence on a g r i ­

c u l tu r e  n e v e r  p e n e t r a te d  th e  m ost n o r th e r n  p a r t s  o f  th e  G re a t Lakes b e ­

c au se  th e  c l im a t ic  c o n d i t io n s  made I t  I m p r a c t i c a l ,  l h e  p e o p le  I n  th e  N orth

c o n tin u e d  a s  h u n te r s ,  f ish e rm e n , g a th e r e r s  o f  n u t s ,  b e r r i e s  and r i c e  u n -
29

t i l  m odern t im e .

E a r ly  H i s t o r i c a l  In d ia n s  o f  M ichigan

" H is to r ic  tim e s"  i s  d e f in e d  a s  th e  p e r io d  from  th e  I n i t i a l  c o n ta c t  

o f  th e  In d ia n s  w ith  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  W estern  E uropean c u l t u r e s  t o  th e  

p r e s e n t .  I n  th e  p e r io d  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  and  c o n tin u in g  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

i n i t i a l  c o n ta c t s ,  d i f f e r e n t  a u th o rs  c i t e  a  v a r i e ty  o f  In d ia n  t r i b e s  r e ­

s id in g  In  M ich igan . T hese  a u th o rs  a r e  n o t  I n  c o m p le te  ag reem en t w ith  one 

a n o th e r ,  a s  shown In  T ab le  2 .1 .^ °

H ie In d ia n s  shown i n  T ab le  2 .1  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  ta k e n  a s  a  com plete  

l i s t i n g  o f  In d ia n s  In  M ichigan d u r in g  th e  tim e  J u s t  b e fo re  and  J u s t  a f t e r  

f i r s t  c o n ta c ts  w ith  W estern  E uropean c u l t u r e s  s in c e  Kubiak an d  F i t t i n g  

l i s t  o t h e r s .

I n  a d d i t io n  to  A lgonquian  S to ck  I n d ia n s ,  K ubiak l i s t e d  f o u r  I ro g u o ia n  

t r i b e s  r e s i d in g  a t  one tim e  o r  a n o th e r  I n  M ich igan : E r i e ,  H u m , N e u tra ls

pQ
coJo 3 ep h y , o£>. c l t . , p . 91 .2Q

7V la h o s , o£. c l t . ,  p .  136 .

K ub iak , T e r r e l l ,  Jo s e p h y , F i t t i n g ,  o d .  c l t .



TABLE 2.1. Algonquian Stock

THLHE KUBIAK TERHELL JOSEPHY PITTING

1. Algonkin X
2. Andkwa X
3. Chippewa-QJlbwa X X X X
4. Pox X w/Sauk w/Sauk
5. Klckapoo X X
6. Marameg X
7. Mascouten X
8. Menominee X X X
9. Miami X X X

10. Missisauga X
11. Ottawa X X X X
12. Potawatcml(e) X X X
13. Sauk X
1*1. People of the Fire: X

Includes Fotawatcmi,
Sauk, Fox, Mascouten,
Klckapoo

x Indicates citation by author as those tribes having resided In Michigan during the period Just before 
and/or Just after contact with Western European culture.
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and T l c n o n t a t i . 31 He a l s o  l i s t e d  S louan  s to c k  t r i b e s  I n  M ichigan a s  A sse-
32

gun , Dakota* T u te lo  and  W innebago.

F i t t i n g  g rouped  s e v e r a l  t r i b e s  to g e th e r  and c a l l e d  them  th e  "P eo p le  

o f  t h e  F i r e , "  b e l i e v in g  t h a t  t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  w a rra n te d  su ch  a  g ro u p ­

in g .  He a l s o  g rouped  t h e  Amikwa, Maramee and M lss isau g a  w ith  th e  Chippewa.

F u r th e r  c l a r i f y i n g ,  he  l i s t e d  th e  d a te s  o f  th e  t r ib e s *  f i r s t  c o n ta c ts  

w ith  W estern  E uropeans a s  shown I n  T ab le  2 .2 .

T a b le  2 .2 .  D ate  and L o c a tio n  o f  I n i t i a l  C o n tac t w ith  W estern  E uropeans

T r ib e Y ear L o c a tio n

Huron 1535 M o n trea l I s l a n d ;  by  C a r t i e r 33

O ttaw a 1615 3*JUpper O ttaw a R iv e r ;  by  Cham plain

Chippewa 1622 S a u l t  S te .  M arie , M ic h i g a n ^

P eo p le  o f  th e  F i r e 1640 N ear G reen Bay3**

Miami 1 6 5 0 's G reen Bay A rea^7

F i t t i n g  n o te d  t h a t  a lth o u g h  Saginaw m eans th e  p la c e  o f  th e  S a u k , and 

was b e l ie v e d  by Cham plain t o  b e  th e  s i t e  o f  t h e  Sauk and  F o x , i t  p ro b a b ly

31K ubiak , 0£ ,  c l t . ,  p p . 1 6 5 , 1 7 1 , 1 9 9 , 207 .

^ I b l d . . p p . 219 , 225 , 231 , 237.

33I b l d . , p . 200.

3**I b l d . , p .  195.

3^ F i t t l n g ,  02 ,. c l t . ,  p .  192.

36I b i d . , p .  197.

37I b l d . , p .  199.



16

OQ
was n o t ,  a s  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  e v id e n ce  d o es  n o t  s u p p o r t  th e  c la im .

These t r i b e s  v a r ie d  I n  numbers and  I n  th e  tim e  o f  t h e i r  r e s id e n c e  

in  M ich igan . A lthough  d i f f e r e n t  M ichigan t r i b e s  had  s i m i l a r  l i f e  s t y l e s ;  

t h e r e  w ere seme d i f f e r e n c e s  b ro u g h t a b o u t by d i f f e r i n g  e n v iro n m e n ta l con­

d i t i o n s  and t r i b a l  cu stom s. The m a jo r t r i b e s  w e re  th e  Chippew a, O ttaw a, 

and  Potaw atom l. L i s te d  below  a r e  some o f  th e  d i s t in g u i s h in g  f e a tu r e s  o f  

th e s e  t r i b e s  d u r in g  t h e i r  e a r l y  c o n ta c ts  w ith  W estern  E u ro p ean s .

Chippewa

I t  I s  I n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  t h e  name Chippewa I s  a  m isp ro n u n c i­

a t i o n  o f  Q Jibw a, t h e  name u se d  by n e ig h b o r in g  t r i b e s  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  

p e o p le  who c a l l e d  th e m se lv e s  A n lsh ln a b e . ^  A n ish ln ab e  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  " f i r s t  

man" o r  " o r i g in a l  m an," w h ile  OJlbwa t r a n s l a t e s  a s  " p e o p le  whose m occasin s 

have p u ck ered  s e a m s ." ^

O r ig in a l ly  th e  Chippew a, O ttaw a and  Potaw atom l w ere  a l l  p a r t  o f  th e  

same g roup  w hich h a d  w ide ra n g e  In  t h e  M idwest and  S o u th e rn  C anada. ̂  The

leg e n d s  o f  th e  t h r e e  t r i b e s  I n  M ichigan n o te  th e y  p r e v io u s ly  l iv e d  scm e-
s?

w here t o  th e  n o r th  o f  th e  U pper P e n in s u la . T h e i r  r o u te  o f  e n try  I n t o  

th e  n o r th e a s t  I s  d i f f e r e n t  from  m ost A lgonquian  s to c k  In d ia n s  who a p p e a r  

t o  have  come o u t o f  A laska  t o  th e  w e s t o f  th e  G re a t L a k e s , gone s o u th  o f  

M ichigan and th e n  came up t o  th e  N o r th e a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  U n ited  S ta te s .* * 3

38I b l d . . p . 198 .

^ K u b ia k , o p . c l t . ,  p . *47.

* °V lah o s, o p . c l t . , p . *46.

f*1I b l d . . p .  *47.

**2K ublak , o p . c l t . . p . *47.
*4?JJo se p h y , o p . c l t . ,  p .  83 .
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The Chippewa h ad  one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  t r i b a l  m em berships n o r th  o f  M exi- 

c o  I n  p r e h i s t o r i c  t im e s .  I n  h i s t o r i c  t im e s  th e y  w ere  a l s o  l a r g e ,  w ith  

m em bership num bering  a ro u n d  tw e n ty - f iv e  th o u sa n d  I n  1 7 6 ^ . ^

In  th e  Chippewa c u l t u r e ,  e v e ry  p e rso n  “ . . .b e lo n g e d  t o  h i s  f a t h e r 's  

c l a n ,  b o re  a  c la n  nam e, wore c la n  m a rk in g s , and  h o n o red  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dodam 

o r  to te m , th e  a p e c ie il  an im a l o r  p l a n t  t h a t  was i t s  emblem. The Chippewa 

w ere n o t  h ig h ly  o rg a n iz e d  w ith  l e a d e r s  and f r e q u e n t  r i t u a l s *  T h e re  w ere 

g ro u p s  o f  f a m i l ie s  who chose t o  l i v e  n e a r  one  a n o th e r  I n  th e  sunm ertlm e 

I n  wigwams o r  b ra n c h  h u t s . ̂  T hese homes w ere  c e n te r e d  a round  a  f i r e  w hich
iig

was su rro u n d e d  by  woven m a ts . V lahos n o te d  t h a t  I n  o r d e r  t o  s u rv iv e  th e

h a r s h  w i n t e r . . .

. . .Q J ib w a  women c a r e f u l l y  w rapped and  h id  away some o f  th e  
m aple s u g a r  made I n  M arch, c a r e f u l l y  d r i e d  th e  c a tc h  o f  
happy summer f i s h i n g ,  an d  d i l i g e n t l y  g a th e re d  b e r r i e s  t o  
b e  pounded I n t o  t h in  s h e e t s  and  d r i e d .  I n  A ugust th e y  
h a rv e s te d  th e  r i v e r  g r a s s  s e e d s  we c a l l  w ild  r i c e . . . t h e  
f a c t  rem ain ed  t h a t  by  b i t t e r  F e b ru a ry , QJibwa s t o r e s  w ere  
n e a r ly  a lw ays e x h a u s te d . And th e n ,  u n le s s  f a t h e r  c o u ld  
f in d  m e a t, s t a r v a t i o n  fa c e d  each  l i t t l e  fa m ily  on I t s  
I s o l a t e d  t r a p p in g  la n d . ^9

When th e  d i f f e r e n t  f a m i l ie s  o f  Chippewa came to g e th e r  i n  t h e  summer­

tim e  f o r  f i s h i n g ,  th e y  would o f te n  com pete I n  gam es, engage i n  g a m b lin g , 

and  h o ld  d a n c e s . In  a d d i t i o n ,  sunm er was th e  tim e  f o r  m ee tin g s  o f  th e

^ T e r r e l l ,  og . c l t . . p . 2 M .

^^K ubiak , o g . c l t . , p .  52 .

^^Vlahos, og. c l t . ,  p. ^7.

^ I b l d .

^ ^ lo u is e  Je a n  W alker, W oodland Wigwams ( H i l l s d a l e  S choo l S u p p ly , 
H i l l s d a l e ,  M ich ig an , 1 2 6 5 ), p p . 1 2 -1 3 .

**^Vlahos, og. c l t . . p. 51.



M edicine S o c i e t i e s .

H ie Chippew a, r a t h e r  th a n  grow ing c o m  th e m s e lv e s , o b ta in e d  c o m  in
51

t r a d e  w ith  t h e  O ttaw as. I n  th e  w in te r  th e y  c o n c e n tra te d  on c o l l e c t in g  

f u r e  f o r  t r a d e .  From th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i t  can  be  se e n  why th e  e n v iro n ­

m ent shaped  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e s  t o  su ch  a  d e g re e . T rap p in g  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  

f a m i l ie s  l i v e  f a r t h e r  a p a r t  d u r in g  w in te r  when th e  a n im a ls ' c o a ts  w ere a t  

t h e i r  b e s t .  T rad in g  r e q u i r e d  m o b il i ty  I n  th e  f l a i l  f o r  c o m  and I n  th e  

s p r in g  when th e y  t r a d e d  m aple s u g a r .  In  th e  surrm ertlm e, f a m i l i e s  c o u ld  

come to g e th e r  i n  f i s h in g  a r e a s  b e ca u se  th e  q u a n t i ty  o f  a v a i l a b l e  f i s h  d id  

n o t  p re c lu d e  g a th e r in g  i n  l a r g e  n tn rb ers .

The e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  young t r i b a l  members was c a r r i e d  on  p r im a r i ly  

by t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  E d u ca tio n  was n o t  fo rm a l ,  a s  i t  i s  known to d a y ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  a  te a c h in g  by  e x a n p le  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  s u r v iv a l  In  a  

h a rs h  e n v iro n m en t .-*2

Potaw atom l

The Potaw atom l I n d ia n s ,  whose name t r a n s l a t e s  a s  "p e o p le  o f  th e  p la c e  

o f  th e  f i r e , "  r e s id e d  a t  v a r io u s  tim e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a re a s  o f  M ichigan and 

th e  M i d w e s t . I n  h i s t o r i c  t im e s ,  how ever, th e y  l iv e d  i n  t h e  s o u th e rn  p a r t  

o f  t h e  low er p e n in s u la  w ith  l a r g e  s e t t le m e n ts  I n  th e  so u th w e s te rn  p a r t  o f

50I b l d . . p .  53 .

^ F i t t i n g ,  og . c l t . . p .  193.

52W. B. H in sd a le , The F i r s t  Peop le  o f  M ichigan  (G eorge Wahr P u b lish ­
e r ,  Ann A rb o r, M ich igan , 1 9 3 0 ), p .  64.

^^K ubiak , op. c i t . , p .  141.
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th e  s t a t e . T h e i r  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  was s im i la r  In  some r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  C hlp- 

pew as, b u t  th e y  d id  n o t  t r a v e l  as  f r e q u e n t ly  t o  t r a d e .  C orn-grow ing and th e  

k i l l i n g  o f  b u f f a lo  were t h e i r  economic b a se s  an d  a p p a re n tly  p lay e d  a  l a r ­

g e r  r o l e  w ith  them  th a n  w i th  th e  C h ippew as.-^

The Potaw atom l were a p p a re n tly  a d e p t a t  f i g h t in g  a s  th e y  pushed  e a r ­

l i e r  t r i b e s  su ch  a s  th e  K ickapoo, Sauk and Fox I n to  so u th e rn  I l l i n o i s . ^  

L a te r  th e y  w ere a c t iv e  I n  w a rfa re  in v o lv in g  F re n c h , B r i t i s h ,  A m ericans and 

o th e r  t r i b e s ;  th e  Potaw atom l were g e n e r a l ly  on th e  w inn ing  s id e  o f  th e  

b a t t l e s .

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  Chippewa, th e  Potaw atom l w in te r s  ap p ea r t o  have 

been  s p e n t  to g e th e r  i n  h u n tin g  a c t i v i t i e s  r a t h e r  th a n  I n  i s o l a t i o n  from  

one a n o th e r . The w hole v i l l a g e  would b e  moved t o  a  new lo c a t io n  f o r  w in -
5 7

t e r  h u n tin g . T h is  way o f  moving and  h u n tin g  was a ls o  c o n tr a s te d  w i th  th e  

O ttaw a o f  th e  a r e a ,  whose men would h u n t to g e th e r  I n  th e  w in te r ,  b u t  In  

a re a s  f a r  from t h e i r  v i l l a g e s ,  w here th e  women rem a in e d , n o t  s e e in g  th e  

h u n te r s  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  time."*®

Ottaw a

The O ttaw a In d ia n s  w ere  s im i la r  I n  many ways t o  th e  Chippewa and 

Potaw atom l. They o ccu p ied  many d i f f e r e n t  lo c a t io n s  due t o  h u n tin g

5^ E v e re tt  C lasp y , The Potawatoml In d ia n s  o f  S o u th w este rn  M ichigan 
(Braun B ru m fie ld , P u b l i s h e r ,  Ann A rb o r, M ich igan , 1 9 6 6 ), p .  1 .

^ I b l d . p . 3.

56I b l d .

^ F i t t i n g ,  o g . c l t . ,  p . 198.

58I b l d . , p . 196.
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p a t te r n s  and r e l a t i o n s h ip s  w ith  n e ig h b o rin g  t r i b e s .  L ik e  th e  P o taw atcm i, 

th ey  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  i n  w in te r  to  h u n t and t r a p .  A g r ic u l tu re  was more 

im p o rta n t t o  them  th a n  i t  was t o  th e  Chippew a, b u t  n o t  a s  much a s  t o  th e  

Potaw atom l. F is h in g  was more im p o rta n t t o  th e  O ttaw as th a n  among th e
CQ

Potaw atom l, b u t  l e s s  so  th a n  among th e  Chippewa. C o n seq u en tly , th e  

O ttaw a w ere fo llo w e rs  o f  a  m idd le  way betw een th e  two o th e r  t r i b e s . A 

d i f f e r e n c e  w orth  n o t in g  i s  t h a t  th ey  w ere u n l ik e  th e  Chippewa and  P o ta ­

watoml I n  t h e i r  h o u s in g ; th e y  l iv e d  I n  lo n g  h o u ses  In  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  

r a t h e r  th a n  in  wigwam ty p e  d w e llin g s .

The name O ttaw a comes from  th e  A lgonqulan word w hich means " t o  

t r a d e .  T rade was an  a c t iv e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e .  They t r a d e d  " f u r s ,  

s k in s ,  c o rn , m a ts , su n flo w e r o i l ,  to b ac co  and th e  r o o ts  and h e rb s  o f  m edi­

c in a l  v a lu e .

T hese  th r e e  t r i b e s  and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  A lgonqulan s to c k  w ere fo llo w ­

e r s  o f  an im isn : " th e  e x is te n c e  o f  s u p e rn a tu r a l  power was r e c o p i iz e d  and 

th o u g h t t o  p erv ad e  a l l  n a tu r e ."  Each in d iv id u a l  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  in ­

flu e n c e d  in  l i f e  by a  m an ito  t h a t  came t o  him i n  a  dream  a f t e r  t h e  o b s e r ­

v a tio n  o f  some r i t e s  h e ld  betw een th e  ag es o f  tw e lv e  and  fo u r te e n  f o r  b o th
gn

boys and g i r l s .

5 9 p i t t i n g ,  op . c l t . , p p . 195-197.

Vernon K ln le tz ,  In d ia n s  o f  t h e  W estern  G rea t Lakes 1615-1760 
(U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan P r e s s ,  Ann A rb o r, 1 9 6 5 ). pp . 2 4 2 , 315, 324.

^^K ubiak, Oja. c i t . ,  p . 127.

62I b i d .

^ ^ K in ie tz ,  eg . c i t . ,  p .  284.
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Chippew a, O ttaw a and Potaw atom l E d u c a tio n a l  M ethods

The Chippew a, O ttaw a and  Potaw atom l In d ia n s  o f  M ichigan In c o rp o ra ­

te d  e d u c a tio n  I n t o  e v e ry  f a c e t  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n 's  l i v e s .  The s u r v iv a l  

o f  th e  w hole t r i b e  depended on d e v e lo p in g  members who c o u ld  l e a r n  hun­

t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and w a r fa re  te c h n iq u e s .  To u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  le g e n d s  and c o n c e p ts  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  th e  e le m e n ts  

o f  t h e i r  env ironm en t was Im p o rta n t i n  th e  In d ia n  c u l t u r e .  Harmony w i th in  

e ach  t r i b e  was e s s e n t i a l  t o  s u r v iv a l .  The f i g h t  f o r  s u r v iv a l  had  c u l ­

t u r a l  p re f e re n c e  o v e r  disharm ony among t r i b a l  members.

A ll  members I n  th e  t r i b e  s h a re d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  

th e  young , a lth o u g h  th e  h e a v ie s t  b u rd en  o f  e d u c a tin g  f e l l  upon th e  Immed­

i a t e  fa m ily  o f  th e  c h i l d .  M ichigan In d ia n s  l iv e d  w i th in  th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l 

l im i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  t im e . I t  was n e c e s s a ry  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c y c le s  o f  

th e  w e a th e r  and  la n d  p ro d u c tio n  I n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v iv e .  The am ounts o f  gam e, 

p ro d u c e , and f i s h  a v a i la b l e  w ith in  on  a r e a  d e te rm in e d  how many p e o p le  

c o u ld  s u rv iv e  t h e r e  a t  any t im e . Thus a  harmony w i th  n a tu r e  was e s s e n t i a l  

t o  th e  In d ia n  c u l t u r e  and t h i s  harmony had  an  In f lu e n c e  on  e d u c a tio n  In  

e x a c t  c u l t u r a l  te rm s ; e d u c a tio n  o f  c h i ld r e n  was th e  l i f e b lo o d  o f  t h e i r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e ty .

T r e a t i e s

Between 1795 and 18*42 th e  M ichigan In d ia n s  e n te r e d  I n to  f i f t e e n  m ajo r 

t r e a t i e s  w ith  th e  B r i t i s h  and Am erican g overnm en ts . In  th e s e  t r e a t i e s ,  th e  

In d ia n s  gave up a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  l a n d ,  many o f  t h e i r  m in e r a l ,  h u n t in g ,  and 

f i s h in g  r i g h t 8 ; and  th e  r i g h t  t o  g o v e rn  th e m se lv e s  I n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

m anner was m o d if ie d . I n  r e t u r n ,  th e  In d ia n s  r e c e iv e d  p re m ise s  o f  money
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and j u s t i c e  by t h e i r  new p r o t e c to r s .

The eno rm ity  o f  th e  t r e a t i e s '  e f f e c t  on In d ia n  l i f e  s t y l e  i s  Impos­

s i b l e  t o  c a l c u l a t e .  I n  a l l ,  M ichigan c o n ta in s  84,068 sq u a re  m ile s  o f  la n d ;  

o f  t h i s  o n ly  22 ,721  a c re s  ( o r  35*5 sq u a re  m ile s )  rem ains a s  In d ia n  R e se r­

v a t io n  la n d .^ ^  T h is  rem a in in g  la n d  h a s  been  f u r t h e r  reduced  by  s a le  and 

le a s in g  ag reem en ts ; p r e s e n t ly  some r e s e r v a t io n s  a r e  In  a  ch eck erb o a rd  

a rran g em en t. The money p rom ised  i n  th e  t r e a t i e s  h a s ,  In  some c a s e s ,  n e v e r  

been  f u l l y  p a id  a n d , a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  s u i t s  p en d in g  In  c o u r t .  

T h is  prob lem  i s  compounded by d is p u te s  o v e r  who a re  th e  a c t u a l  h e i r s  o f  

any s e t t le m e n t  money t h a t  may b e  awarded*

D uring th e  p e r io d  o f  1760-1842, M ic h ig a n 's  governm ent changed r a d i ­

c a l l y .  I t  was a  B r i t i s h - c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  i n  1760 , a s  by th e n  th e y  had won 

o u t o v e r  th e  F rench  f o r  c o n tr o l  o f  th e  f u r  t r a d e  In  M ichigan* In  1787 

M ichigan became a  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  American governm ent, and i n  I 837 a  

s t a t e .

E d u ca tio n  o f  th e  In d ia n s  was a t  tim e s  a  p ro v is io n  o f  a  t r e a t y .  The 

T re a ty  o f  D e t ro i t  i n  1807 gave members o f  th e  O ttaw a, Chippew a, Wyandot 

and Potawatom l t r i b e s  o f  S o u th e a s te rn  M ichigan $10,000 in  money and goods 

a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  t r e a t y ,  p lu s  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  two b la c k sm ith s  and $2 ,400  

a n n u a lly  f o r  te n  y e a r s .  ■*' The i n t e n t  o f  g iv in g  th e  In d ia n s  two b la c k ­

sm ith s  was t o  prom ote th e  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  l e a r n  a  t r a d e  so  t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly  

th e y  co u ld  f in d  employment In  th e  t e r r i t o r y .

L i l l i s  F . D unbar, M ich igan . A H is to ry  o f  th e  W olverine S ta te  
(W illiam  B. Erdmuns P u b lish in g  Conpany, Grand R ap id s , M ich igan , Ig F B ), 
p .  44.

*^Alec R. G i lp in ,  The T e r r i to r y  o f  M ichigan 1805-1837 (M ichigan 
S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ," E a s t  L an s in g , M ichigan 1 9 70 ), p . 4 3 .
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In  1817 a  t r e a t y  was s ig n e d  t h a t  I s  known by s e v e r a l  nam es. Dunbar 

r e f e r s  t o  I t  a s  th e  T re a ty  o f  M aum ee,^ and G ilp in  r e f e r s  t o  I t  a s  th e  

T re a ty  o f  P o r t  M e ig s .^  I n  t h i s  t r e a t y ,  th e  In d ia n s  gave up a  sm a ll a r e a  

o f  la n d  n e a r  th e  In d ia n a  and Ohio s t a t e  l i n e s  In  S ou th  C e n tr a l  M ichigan 

and th r e e  a d d i t io n a l  s e c t io n s  o f  la n d  f o r  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  u n iv e r s i ty  

in  M ichigan. T h is  la n d  soon became th e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  

M ichigan—th e  f i r s t  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  ty p e  In  th e  t e r r i t o r y . 00 The I n d i ­

a n s ' o b je c t iv e  i n  g iv in g  up t h i s  la n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  a  u n iv e r s i ty  w i l l  

be  n o te d  l a t e r .

The f i r s t  t r e a t y  o f  C hicago o c c u rre d  I n  1821. In  i t  th e  In d ia n s  gave 

up a l l  S o u th w este rn  M ichigan below  th e  Grand R iv e r  e x c e p t f o r  f i v e  a re a s  

re s e rv e d  f o r  Potaw atom l In d ia n  g roups and some sm a ll a l lo tm e n ts  t o  i n d i ­

v id u a l  In d ia n s .  In  r e t u r n ,  th e  In d ia n s  w ere g iv en  $5,000 a n n u a lly  f o r  

tw en ty  y e a rs  and a  p rom ise  o f  $1,000 a  y e a r  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a rs  t o  pay f o r
gg

a  b la c k sm ith  and  a  t e a c h e r .

E d u ca tio n  o f  M ichigan In d ia n s  In  H is to r ic  Times

The In fo rm a tio n  r e l a t i n g  t o  e d u c a tio n  o f  M ichigan In d ia n s  fo l lo w s ,

In  some r e s p e c t s ,  W e3tem  European and Am erican a t t i t u d e s  a s  m a n ife s te d  

in  g e n e ra l  p o l i c i e s  tow ard  In d ia n s .  The e a r l y  c o n ta c ts  betw een In d ia n  

and F rench t r a d e r s  w ere n o t  o r ie n te d  tow ard  e d u c a tio n , r a t h e r  e x p lo i t a -  

t a t i o n  was th e  p rim ary  o b je c t iv e .  However, th e  t r a d e r s  to o k  word o f  th e

^Dunbar, 0£. c l t . , p. H i ,

^ G i l p i n ,  0£ . c l t . ,  p . 101.

^^Floyd R. Daln, Education In the Wilderness (Michigan H istorical 
Commission, Lansing, Michigan 1968), p. 83.

gq
?Kubiak, o d .  c l t . ,  pp. 45-^7.
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In d ia n s  back  t o  E uropean c a p i t o l s  w here i n t e r e s t  was a ro u se d  f o r  co n v er­

t i n g  th e  In d ia n s  t o  th e  C h r i s t ia n  r e l i g i o n .  C onsequen tly  soon  a f t e r  th e s e  

i n i t i a l  c o n ta c ts  w ith  t r a d e r s ,  m is s io n a r ie s  made an  a tte m p t t o  e d u c a te  

th e  In d ia n s  i n  con tem porary  W este rn  E uropean  v a lu e s  and  a t t i t u d e s .

I t  was p r e v io u s ly  n o ted  t h a t  e d u c a tio n  i n  th e  In d ia n  l i f e  s t y l e  p r i o r  

t o  h i s t o r i c  t im e s  was b ased  on th e  t r a n s m is s io n  o f  le g e n d s  and te a c h in g  

" s tu d e n ts "  hew t o  cope w ith  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  a  h a r s h  en v iro n m en t. A young 

In d ia n  needed  t o  become s k i l l e d  i n  th e  u se  o f  h i s  la n g u a g e , a s  i t  was im­

p o r t a n t  t o  th e  In d ia n  ccm nunity  t h a t  a  c h i ld  b e  ta u g h t  t o  sp eak  f l u e n t l y  
*

and  c o r r e c t l y  s o  he  c o u ld , i n  t u r n ,  become a  good te a c h e r  and s t o r y t e l l e r ,

and  a l s o  h e lp  w ith  co n m u n ica tio n s  t o  o th e r  t r i b e s  and  E uropean t r a d e r s . 7®

The la c k  o f  a  w r i t t e n  form  o f  lan g u ag e  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h a t  a  c h i l d  d ev e lo p

a  good memory. Such t r a i n i n g  g r e a t l y  Im p ressed  th e  E uropeans who c c n ta c -
71te d  t h e  I n d ia n s .

Samuel de  C h an p la in  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  F ren ch  o u tp o s t  on th e  S t .  Lawrence 

R iv e r  i n  Canada i n  1608 . 72 S h o r t ly  a f te r w a r d ,  R e c o l le t  and  J e s u i t  m is­

s io n a ry  p r i e s t s  made c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  Huron In d ia n s  and s t a r t e d  c o n v e r t in g

them  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  These a c t i v i t i e s  w ere  i n te r r u p te d  when th e  I ro q u o is
73In d ia n s  w ent on th e  w arp a th  an d  ch ased  th e  Huron i n t o  M ich igan . A f te r  

th e  1 6 6 0 's  th e  I ro q u o is  q u ie te d  down and  th e  J e s u i t s  a g a in  t r i e d  c o n v e r­

t i n g  th e  Huron who w ere  th e n  i n  M ich igan . B ecause o f  th e  m o b ile  l i f e  s t y l e  

o f  th e  I n d ia n s ,  th e  c o n v e rs io n  a tte m p ts  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  J e s u i t s  w ere

7°D a in , o£). c i t . . p . 2 .

71I b l d . . p . i|.

72I b l d . . p . 5 .

7 ^ I b ld . . p .  6 .
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7Um o stly  u n s u c c e s s f u l . '

A n to ine  de  l a  Mothe C a d i l la c  b e l ie v e d  th e  c o n v e rs io n  o f  In d ia n s  t o  

C h r i s t i a n i ty  th ro u g h  e d u c a tio n  co u ld  b e  b e t t e r  a cc o m p lish e d  by a  perm anent 

M ichigan v i l l a g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Frenchmen* In  t h i s  v i l l a g e ,  th e  In d ia n s  

c o u ld  come to  t r a d e  and have  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to  o b se rv e  trad esm en  an d  th e  

s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  F rench  c u l t u r e .  I b i s  know ledge w ould l e a d ,  t h e n ,  t o  th e  

I n d ia n s ' i n t e r e s t  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and e v e n tu a l  c o n v e r s io n s . T hus,  i n  J u ly  

o f  1701 , C a d il la c  was a llo w e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  D e t r o i t . 7 ® By th e  n e x t  y e a r ,  

more th a n  o n e -th o u san d  In d ia n s  w ere s e t t l e d  n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and C a d i l l a c 's  

p la n s  w ere  s t a r t i n g  to  j e l l . 7® However, t h e  J e s u i t s  opposed  h i s  p la n s  and 

h e  was f r u s t r a t e d  by  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  o b ta in  funds from  Count P a n c h a r t  r a i n  

t o  d e v e lo p  h i s  p la n  f u r t h e r . 77

C a d i l la c  l e f t  D e t r o i t  i n  1710 t o  assum e g o v e rn o rs h ip  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  

and t h i s  caused  h i s  p la n s  f o r  e d u c a tin g  and c o n v e r t in g  t h e  In d ia n s  t o  

f lo u n d e r .  The F rench  c h i ld r e n  o f  D e t r o i t  r e c e iv e d  e d u c a tio n  a t  t h i s  tim e  

from  t h e i r  p a r i s h  p r i e s t s .

U n lik e  th e  F rench  o c c u p a tio n  o f  M ich ig an , w here c o n ce rn  was shown 

f o r  th e  I n d ia n s ' e d u c a tio n  I n  b o th  C h r i s t i a n i ty  and  th e  t r a d e s  o f  t h e  

F r o n t i e r ,  th e  B r i t i s h  o c c u p a tio n  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  a s  d o in g  l i t t l e ,  p e r ­

haps n o th in g ,  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  In d ia n  population.*^®

The A m ericans view ed th e  N orthw est T e r r i to r y  a s  a  p la c e  t o  b e  d e ­

v e lo p ed  f o r  home s i t e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  b u s in e s s  o p p o r tu n i ty , f o r  t h e i r

7**I b l d . , p .  8 .

75I b l d . , p p . 9 -1 1 .

76I b l d . . p . 12 .

77I b l d .

7 8I b i d . . p p . 1 6 -1 8 .
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I n c re a s in g ly  overcrow ded e a s te r n  r e g io n . H ie o rd in a n c e  c r e a t in g  th e  

N orthw est T e r r i t o r y ,  In c lu d in g  M ich igan , was s ig n e d  J u ly  13 .

The o rd in a n c e  p reced ed  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  and r e f l e c t e d  

c o n c e p ts  w hich would become a  p a r t  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  and th e  B i l l  o f  

R ig h ts . G ilp in  d is c u s s e d  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  o rd in a n c e  in  r e f e re n c e  t o  th e  

v a lu e  p la c e d  on e d u c a tio n . The o rd in an c e  p la c e d  a  h ig h  v a lu e  on e d u c a tio n  

and su p p o rte d  i t s  encouragem ent " f o r e v e r ."  I t  h a s  a ls o  been  n o te d  t h a t  th e  

o rd in a n c e  encou raged  th e  u tm o st good f a i t h  in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  In d ia n s .® 0 

The o n ly  known c o n c e rte d  e f f o r t  f o r  e d u c a tin g  In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  i n  th e  

T e r r i to r y  o c c u rre d  d u rin g  1809 and 1810. F a th e r  G a b r ie l  R ich a rd , w ith  th e  

su p p o r t o f  P r e s id e n t  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  opened a  sc h o o l on a  two hundred  

and s i x t y  a c re  farm  so u th  o f  D e t r o i t .  B efo re  th e  sc h o o l co u ld  g e t  a  f o o t ­

h o ld  i n  th e  T e r r i t o r y ,  how ever, th e  F e d e ra l A d m in is tra tio n  changed and th e
8inew P r e s id e n t ,  Jam es M adison, was n o t  in c l in e d  tow ard  c o n tin u in g  s u p p o r t .  

The farm  was s o ld  a t  p u b lic  a u c t io n  and F a th e r  G a b r ie l  was charged  f o r  th e

r e n t  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty ,  a  d e b t t h a t  s ta y e d  w ith  him f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s
82l i f e .  F a th e r  G a b r ie l 's  p la n s  f o r  e d u c a tin g  I n d ia n s ,  a lth o u g h  u n p o p u la r 

in  W ashington a t  th e  t im e , w ere l i f t e d  o u t o f  th e  f i l e s  te n  y e a rs  l a t e r  

by th e  War D epartm ent and su b m itte d  t o  C ongress.® 8 These p la n s  w ere a l t e r e d  

and u se d , b u t  o r i g in a l  a u th o rs h ip  would be  h a rd  t o  p ro v e .

^ G i l p i n ,  oj>. c l t . ,  p p . 3 -4 .

®° I b l d . , p .  4 .

®1I b l d . , pp . 44-45 .

®gI b l d . . pp . 4 5 .4 6 .

83D ain , o p . c l t . . p . 56 .
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I t  I s  w o rth  n o t in g  t h a t  th e  In d ia n s  h ad  so u g h t a  means o f  e d u c a tin g  

th e m se lv e s  th ro u g h  th e  T re a ty  o f  1817— a s  m en tio n ed  e a r l i e r ,  w here th e y  

gave up th r e e  s e c t io n s  o f  la n d  f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  u n iv e r ­

s i t y  i n  M ich igan . D ain s u g g e s te d  t h i s  a c t i o n  may have o c c u rre d  b e c a u se  o f  

th e  I n d ia n s ' r e g a r d  f o r  F a th e r  G a b r ie l ,  knowing he  w ould b e  a s s o c ia te d  - 

w ith  th e  u n iv e r s i t y ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  how ever, he  su g g e s te d  th e  la n d  was g iven

t o  show th e  I n d i a n s ' i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a tio n  and t o  pave th e  way f o r  In d ia n s
Alt

b e in g  in c lu d e d  i n  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s  o f  th e  T e r r i t o r y .

In  193^ M ichigan to o k  o v e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  r e s e r v a t io n s  o f

In d ia n s  i n  th e  s t a t e  and t o t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  I n -  
85d la n s .  In d ia n s  now hav e  th e  r i g h t  t o  a t t e n d  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  n e a r e s t

t h e i r  home w h e th e r  th e y  l i v e  on a  r e s e r v a t io n  o r  n o t .  In  many in s t a n c e s ,

In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  a r e  s e n t  t o  p r i v a t e  o r  p a r o c h i a l ,  u s u a l ly  C a th o l ic ,

s c h o o ls  by t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  th e r e  a r e  no
86In d ia n s  on th e  sc h o o l b o a rd s  o f  M ichigan s c h o o ls .

S e le c te d  F in d in g s  o f  R ecen t R esearch

I h e  r e s e a r c h  done In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  on  In d ia n s  i n  e d u c a t io n a l  and  o th e r  

s o c i e t a l  s e t t i n g s  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  s c h o o ls  t o  p ro v id e  a  

su p p o r t  sy stem  f o r  th e  m a in ten a n ce  o f  a  p o s i t i v e  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  and t o

84 b l d . . pp .

^ 1 9 6 9  R ep o rt o f  th e  C o rm ltte e  on L ab o r and P u b lic  W e lfa re , U n ited  
S t a te s  S e n a te ,  0£ .  c l t . . p .  30 .

86R eport t o  N a tio n a l  S tudy o f  Am erican In d ia n  E d u c a tio n , o j d .  c l t . ,
p. 7«
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p ro v id e  In d ia n  c h i ld re n  w ith  an  e d u c a tio n  on a  p a r  w ith  th e  g e n e ra l  popu­

l a t i o n .

R esearch  f in d in g s  a r e  an  im p o rta n t c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  

o f  con tem porary  In d ia n s ;  l i s t e d  I n  t h i s  s e c t io n  a r e  some s e le c te d  s t a t i s ­

t i c a l  In fo rm a tio n  and s ta te m e n ts  based  on r e s e a r c h ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  

needs o f  M ichigan I n d ia n s ,  a s  o u t l in e d  I n  th e  s tu d y .

In d ia n  P o p u la tio n  In  th e  U n ited  S ta te 3  

1900 266 .70087

I960 5 5 2 ,20088

1968 680 ,00089

In d ia n  P o p u la tio n  I n  M ichigan 

1608 15,00090

I960 9 ,7 0 1 91

1968 15,00092

®7Alan L. S o rk in , American In d ia n s  and  F e d e ra l Aid (The B rookings 
I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  W ashington, D .C ., 19 7 1 ), p .

88I b l d .
8q

■'Herbert A. Aurbach and  E s t e l l e  F u ch s , The S ta tu s  o f  Am erican I n -  
d ia n  E d u ca tio n  (P e n n sy lv a n ia  S t a te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  U n iv e rs i ty  P a rk , P ennsy l­
v a n ia ,  1 9 7 0 ), p . 21.

90D ain, og . c l t . .  p .  5 .

91A urbach, og . c l t . , p .  21.

92Ibid.
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P u b lic  S choo l E n ro llm en t o f  In d ia n s  In  M ichigan E lem en tary  and Secon­
d a ry  S choo ls

1968-69 M 9 9 93

1969-70 M 5 7 914

In d ia n  E n ro llm en t In  P u b lic  C o lle g es  and U n iv e r s i t i e s  In  M ichigan 

1968-69 79495

In d ia n  P o p u la tio n  In  Community C o lleg es O pera ted  by P u b lic  Schoo l 
D i s t r i c t s  and  Conmunlty C o lle g e  D i s t r i c t s  I n  M ichigan

1968-69 36296

D is t r ib u t io n  o f  In d ia n s  I n  P u b lic  E lem entary  and Secondary  S choo ls 
I n  M ichigan 1969-70

Nuntoer o f  In d ia n  S tu d e n ts  Number o f  C o u n tie s

0 -9 17
10-19 20
20-29 10
30-39 5
1KM9 9
50-59 3
60-69 3
70-79 3
80-89 0
90-99 0

9 3 p re ilm in a ry _A n a ly s is  o f  th e  1968-69 School R a c ia l  Census (M ichi­
gan  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n , L an s in g , M ichigan 1 9 6 9 ), p . £>.

9 ^School R a c ia l-E th n ic  C ensus, 1969-70 (M ichigan D epartm ent o f  Edu­
c a t io n  , L an s in g , M ichigan 1970 ) ,  p . 9 .

^ ^M lchlgan R eport t o  N a tio n a l  S tudy  o f  Am erican In d ia n  E d u ca to rs  o f  
In d ia n  S tu d e n ts  (M ichigan D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n . L an s in g . M ichigan 1Q6QK 
annex B l.

Q6 » annex B3.

9^School R a c ia l-E th n ic  C ensus. o p . c l t . , p . 26 .
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38TWelve C o u n tie s  An M ichigan E n r o l l in g  More Than 100 In d ia n  S tu d e n ts

County N unber o f  In d ia n

Ingham 128
I s a b e l l a 135
Ehmet 137
B araga 156
Muskegon 159
D e lta 160
B e r r ie n 169
O akland 201
K ent 252
Macomb 254
Chippewa H76
Wayne 837

The 1968-69 M ichigan S choo l R a c ia l  Census showed a p p ro x im a te ly  

69 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  In d ia n  c h i ld r e n  e n r o l le d  i n  s c h o o ls  w ere e n r o l l e d  

In  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o ls  ( K - 8 ) . ^

In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  co m p rise  .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  e n ro llm e n t o f  M ichigan  

P u b lic  tw o and f o u r  y e a r  c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s . 1®® T h is  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  i s  c o n t r a s te d  w ith  t h e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  o v e r a l l  In d ia n  popu­

l a t i o n  In  M ichigan o f  1 .9  p e r  c e n t .1®1

The M edian Age o f  In d ia n  V ersu s W hites by Sex i n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s , ___
1950  102

T o ta l  Male Fem ale

In d ia n s  1 9 .2  19 .1  19.

W hites 3 0 .3  2 9 .3  31 .2

®®Ibid.
go
^ M ichigan  R ep o rt t o  N a tio n a l  S tu d y . . . .  o p . c l t . . annex  C. 

10® Ib ld . . annex B.

101A urbach , op . c l t . . p . 21 .

1Q2I b l d . . p .  28.
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The l i r e  e x p ec ta n cy  o f  I n d ia n s  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  t h a t  o f  a l l  A m ericans 

u n fa v o ra b ly — 6*1.0 y e a r s  v e rs u s  7 0 .5  y e a r s .  L ikew ise  th e  m o r ta l i ty  

r a t e  among In d ia n  b i r t h s  i s  h ig h e r ,  w ith  37.** p e r  1 ,0 0 0  f o r  In d ia n s  

v e r s u s  1 7 .8  f o r  a l l  A m erican s .10^

Only 5 .9  p e r  c e n t  o f  In d ia n s  25 y e a r s  o r  o l d e r  have co m p le ted  more 

th a n  12 y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l .  T h is  c o n t r a s t s  w i th  1 7 .*i I n  t h e  w h ite  popu­

l a t i o n . 10^

I n d ia n s  who s t a y  I n  s c h o o l a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be  e n r o l le d  below

e x p e c te d  g ra d e  l e v e l  f o r  t h e i r  ag e  th a n  w h i te s .  F o r exam ple:

P e rc e n t  o f  S tu d e n ts  a t  Age 17 In d ia n s  W hites10 5

E n ro lle d  below  g ra d e  10 *12.3% 12.7%
E n ro l le d  I n  g ra d e  10 38.9% 31.9%
E n ro lle d  I n  g ra d e  11 o r  above 18.7% 55.**%

I n  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  m ore th a n  50 p e r  c e n t o f  t h e  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  a r e  fre sh m en , a lm o s t 25 p e r  c e n t a r e  sophom ores, a p p ro x i­

m a te ly  15 p e r  c e n t  a r e  J u n i o r s ,  N ine p e r  c e n t  a re  s e n i o r s ,  and l e s s
n nfith a n  one p e r  c e n t  a r e  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts .

D uring  th e  1968-69  academ ic sc h o o l y e a r ,  28 M ichigan In d ia n s  r e c e iv e d  

f i n a n c i a l  a id  from  th e  B ureau  o f  In d ia n  A f f a i r s ; 10^  t h i s  was from  a  

t o t a l  o f  1 ,1 9 8  In d ia n s  e n r o l l e d  I n  p u b l ic  and  p r iv a t e  c o l l e g e s ,

1Q3l b l d . . p .  30 .

1Q**I b l d . . p .  33. 

1Q5I b l d . . p .  38.

106I b i d . . p . 86.

107I b l d . . p .  1*12.
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l oflu n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and  cccm unity c o l le g e s  in  M ich igan .

N a tio n a lly  o n ly  th re e  p e r  c e n t o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  who e n r o l l  i n  a

c o l le g e  g r a d u a te ;  t h i s  c o n t r a s t s  w ith  th e  n a t io n a l  a v e ra g e  f o r  a l l
109r a c e s  o f  32 p e r  c e n t .

The m edian incom e f o r  m ale I n d ia n s  In  M ichigan i n  1970 was $ 2 ,0 7 6 .110

C h e -fo u r th  o f  th e  te a c h e rs  o f  In d ia n  C h ild re n  su rv ey ed  In  th e  C ole­

man R eport a d m itte d  th e y  would p r e f e r  n o t  t o  te a c h  In d ia n  c h i l d r e n .111

T W elfth -g rad e  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  Coleman R e p o rt, had  

th e  lo w est s e l f - c o n c e p t  o f  any m in o r ity  g roup  s t u d i e d .112

The Coleman R epo rt I n d ic a te s  t h a t  sc h o o l f a c i l i t i e s ,  c u rr ic u lu m s , 

and  te a c h e r s  have  a  g r e a t e r  im p a c t on th e  ach ievem ent o f  o th e r  r a c i a l  

and  e th n ic  g ro u p s th a n  th ey  do on w h i t e s .11^

Surm ary

The In d ia n s  o f  M ichigan have a  lo n g  and r i c h  h i s t o r y .  T h e ir  ra c e  h av e  

In h a b ite d  N orth  A m erica f o r  many th o u san d s  o f  y e a r s .  They have le a rn e d  t o

10^M lchlgan R ep o rt t o  N a tio n a l S tu d y . . . .  o p . c i t . ,  annexes B l, 2 ,  3« 
109̂R epo rt t o  t h e  Commlttee on L abor and P u b lic  W e lfa re . U n ited  S ta te s  

S e n a te , op . c l t . . p .

110S o rk in , oja. c i t . ,  p .  11.

111James s. Coleman, e t .  a l . ,  E q u a l i ty  o f  E d u c a tio n a l O p p o rtu n ity  
(U.S. O f f ic e  o f  E d u c a tio n ,“W ash ing ton , D .C ., 1 9 6 6 ), p p . 167 arid 169.

112I b i d . . p p . 287-288.

113I b i d . , p p . 21-22.
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a d a p t to  t h e  harmony o f  n a tu r e  and dev elo p ed  a  c u l t u r a l  s t y l e  t h a t  b a l ­

anced  a  d i f f i c u l t  f i g h t  f o r  s u r v iv a l  w ith  a  t r i b a l  c u l tu r e  em phasiz ing  

t r a d i t i o n  and  m u tu a l dependence. H i is  c u l t u r a l  s t y l e  depended upon th e  

s u c c e s s f u l  e d u c a tio n  o f  c h i ld r e n  t o  In s u re  th e  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  th e  t r i b a l  

g ro u p . The I n d ia n s ' more r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  I n d ic a te s  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a r e  

d ro p p in g  o u t  o f  e d u c a tio n  i n  d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  la rg e  num bers. R esearch  

su g g e s ts  t h r e e  p o s s ib le  f a c to r s  c o n tr ib u t in g  t o  t h i s  d ro p  o u t r a t e .  F i r s t ,  

t h e  I n d ia n s ' c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  may c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  v a lu e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

p u b l ic  e d u c a tio n . T hus, th e  c h i ld  may e x h ib i t  a  low l e v e l  o f  s e l f - c o n c e p t  

w i th in  t h i s  sy stem . A second  c o n tr ib u t in g  f a c t o r  may b e  t h a t  th e  economic 

l e v e l  o f  th e  In d ia n  c h i l d 's  fam ily  I s  d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  lew and th e  fam i­

ly  may n o t  b e  a b le  t o  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t  th e  c h i l d 's  e d u c a tio n . The t h i r d  

c o n tr ib u t in g  f a c t o r  co u ld  b e  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  c o u rse  o f f e r in g s  o f  th e  

sc h o o ls  and  I n s t r u c to r s  who do n o t  e x h ib i t  a  p o s i t iv e  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  th e  

c h i l d 's  r a c i a l  i d e n t i t y .  A p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  co u ld  b e  n e c e s sa ry  n o t  on ly  

f o r  th e  c h i l d 's  s e l f - e s te e m  b u t a l s o  s o  t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  m ajo r­

i t y  c u l t u r e 's  c h i ld r e n  a r e  changed t o  b e  more p o s i t i v e .



CHAPTER I I I

DESIGN OP THE STUDY 

I n t r o d u c t io n

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was t o  a s c e r t a i n  th e  c u r r e n t  s u p p o r t  a c t i ­

v i t i e s  o f  M ichigan p u b l ic  h i g i e r  e d u c a tio n  l n s t i t l t i o n s  In  r e l a t i o n  t o  

Am erican In d ia n  s tu d e n t s .  The r e s e a r c h  te c h n iq u e  u se d  was n o rm a tiv e  s u r ­

vey I n  th e  form  o f  a  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w hich  c o v e red  f o u r  a r e a s  o f  s u p p o r t  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f  p o t e n t i a l  c o n ce rn  f o r  p ro s p e c t iv e  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

P o p u la tio n  U3ed

The p o p u la t io n  chosen  f o r  th e  su rv ey  c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  o f  th e  p u b l ic  

c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and com nunity c o l le g e s  i n  M ich igan .

The l i s t  o f  p u b l ic  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and c a im u n ity  c o l le g e s  

was i d e n t i f i e d  from  The R ep o rt t o  th e  N a tio n a l  S tudy  o f  A m erican I n d ia n  

E d u c a tio n .

A f te r  th e  s c h o o ls  t o  be  su rv e y ed  had b een  i d e n t i f i e d ,  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e ,  

a  l e t t e r  o f  background  and p u rp o s e , a  s u p p o r t in g  l e t t e r  o f  recom m endation 

(s e e  Appendix A, pag e  7 6 ) ,  and  a  r e t u r n  e n v e lo p e  w ere s e n t  t o  th e  o f f i c e  

o f  a d m iss io n s  a t  e a c h  o f  th e  s c h o o ls .  The s u p p o r t in g  l e t t e r  o f  re c e m e n d a ­

t i o n  was w r i t t e n  by th e  E x e c u tiv e  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  Commission on  In d ia n

^ M i c h i g a n  R e p o rt t o  th e  N a tio n a l  S tu d y . . . .  Annex B, B2, B3.

3^
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A f f a i r s  f o r  th e  S t a t e  o f  M ich igan . He, in  a d d i t io n ,  s e n t  a  copy o f  th e  

3an» l e t t e r  from  h i s  o f f i c e  p r i o r  t o  th e  m a il in g  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a i r e .

In s tru m e n t Used

The q u e s t io n n a ir e  so u g h t t o  g a in  in fo rm a tio n  i n  fo u r  a r e a s  r e l a t e d  

t o  th e  needs o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  The f i r s t  concern  was th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

In d ia n  u sed  by th e  sch o o l t o  i d e n t i f y  I n d ia n s .  The second was th e  educa­

t i o n a l  su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  In d ia n s  i n  th e  sc h o o l. The t h i r d  was 

econom ic s u p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  In d ia n s  in  th e  s c h o o l, and  th e  fo u r th  

was l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  In d ia n s  i n  th e  s c h o o l .

The in s tru m e n t was d e s ig n ed  30 each  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  th e  q u e s­

t i o n  by a  sc h o o l in d ic a te d  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  p rogram  o r  su p p o rt 

sy stem  a t  th e  s c h o o l .  No a t t e n p t  was made t o  s o l i c i t  what e a c h  sc h o o l 

th o u g h t sh o u ld  e x i s t  in  th e  f o u r  a r e a s ;  I n s te a d ,  i t  sough t w hat a c tu a l ly  

e x i s te d  i n  th e  way o f  s p e c i f i c  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  In d ia n s  a t  th e  tim e  o f  

th e  s tu d y .

The q u e s t io n s  w ith in  e ac h  a re a  w ere d e s ig n e d  so  t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  be 

answ ered e i t h e r  "y es"  o r  " n o ,"  o r  by m ark ing  an a l t e r n a t i v e  re s p o n s e . In  

seme c a s e s , th e  re sp o n d en t was asked  to  I n d ic a te  how many, w here q u e s t io n s  

in v o lv e d  q u a n t i t i e s ,  and a sk ed  to  e x p la in  o r  d e s c r ib e  h i s  answ er w here 

a p p r o p r ia te .  A b r i e f  background p a ra g ra p h  p reced ed  each  m a jo r  s e c t io n  on 

th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e .  T h is p a ra g rap h  was in te n d e d  t o  o r i e n t  t h e  q u e s t io n s  to  

s p e c i f i c  s u p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a t  th e  s c h o o ls .

T o p ics  s tu d ie d

The l i t e r a t u r e  rev iew ed i n  C h ap te r I I  and a d d i t io n a l  r e a d in g s  sug ­

g e s te d  th e  f o u r  a r e a s  o f  co n ce rn  used  i n  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  ( s e e  Appendix B
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f o r  th e  r a t i o n a l e  u sed  In  e ac h  a r e a ) .

B r ie f ly  s t a t e d ,  th e  concern  o f  th e  s tu d y  was c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  

s c h o o ls ' r e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  problem s fac ed  by In d ia n s  a s  e v id e n ce d  by how 

th e y  d e te rm in e  who i s  an  I n d ia n ,  hew th e y  e d u c a t io n a l ly  and eco n o m ica lly  

su p p o r t In d ia n s  i n  a t te n d a n c e ,  and how th e y  show su p p o rt f o r  a  s e p a ra te  

In d ia n  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e .

R ecord ing  o f  D ata

Cnly th o s e  sc h o o ls  who resp o n d ed  t o  th e  su rv e y  a re  re c o rd e d  in  th e  

t a b l e s  o f  th e  s tu d y .

The d a ta  g a th e re d  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  s c h o o ls ' d e f i n i t i o n  o f  In d ia n  was 

re c o rd e d  In  a  t a b l e  I n d ic a t in g  w hich d e f i n i t i o n  o r  c e n t) ln a tio n  o f  d e f i n i ­

t io n s  w ere u se d . I f  d i f f e r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  w ere u sed  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p u rp o se s , 

t h i s  a l s o  was in d ic a te d  on th e  t a b l e .

The d a ta  g a th e re d  r e l a t i n g  to  e d u c a t io n a l  su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  

econom ic su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  and l i f e  s t y l e  su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  was 

re c o rd e d  In  t a b l e  f o m  w ith  fo o tn o te s  w here a p p ro p r ia te .  The a p p ro p r ia te ­

n e ss  o f  fo o tn o te s  was d e te rm in ed  by th e  need  f o r  a  more com plete  ex p lan a ­

t i o n  o f  program s o r  s p e c ia l  f e a tu r e s  o f  program s a s  I n d ic a te d  by th e  

s c h o o ls . In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  t a b l e  form  o f  p r e s e n ta t io n ,  a  s im p le  a r ith m e ­

t i c  (p e rc e n ta g e )  system  was employed t o  re c o rd  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  sc h o o ls  

I n  s p e c i f i c  s u p p o r t  p rogram s.

Sunmary

The s tu d y  was d e s lg ie d  t o  p ro v id e  u s e f u l  d a ta  f o r  th e  fo u r  a r e a s

r e l a t i n g  t o  p o s t  adm ission  p o l i c i e s  and program s f o r  th e  Am erican In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  a t te n d in g  p u b l ic  M ichigan f o u r  y e a r  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and
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com nunity  c o l l e g e s .  H ie  a r e a s  o f  c o n ce rn  w ere d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n ,  edu­

c a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  econom ic s u p p o r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and  c u l ­

t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

H ie q u e s t io n n a i r e  d e s ig n e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  in f o rm a t io n ,  a  l e t t e r  o f  

b ack g ro u n d , a  l e t t e r  o f  recom m endation  from e x -D ir e c to r  Sam uel M ackety o f  

th e  M ichigan C orm ission  on In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  and  a  r e t u r n  e n v e lo p e , w ere 

s e n t  t o  th e  s c h o o ls  su rv e y e d .

H ie d a ta  w ere r e p o r te d  i n  t a b l e  form  w ith  f o o tn o te s ,  where a p p ro p r i­

a t e ,  and sunm ary n o t e s ,  In c lu d in g  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  H ie  d e s ig n  

o f  th e  s tu d y  and  th e  m ethod o f  r e p o r t in g  r e s u l t s  w ere p lan n e d  t o  a c c o rp -  

l l s h  th r e e  o b j e c t i v e s .  F i r s t ,  th e  d e s ig n  was in te n d e d  t o  g a th e r  in fo rm a­

t i o n  t h a t  h ad  a  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  r e a d a b i l i t y  and  u s e f u ln e s s  t o  A m erican 

In d ia n s  c o n te m p la tin g  e n try  i n t o  a  p u b l ic  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . 

S e c o n d ly , th e  d e s ig n  was In te n d e d  t o  p ro v id e  b a s i c  in fo rm a tio n  w h ich  w ould 

le n d  I t s e l f  r e a d i l y  t o  d u p l ic a t io n  and  e x p a n s io n s  a s  may b e  w a r ra n te d . H ie  

t h i r d  o b je c t iv e  was t o  p ro v id e  u s e f u l  in fo rm a tio n  t o  s c h o o ls  o f  h ig h e r  

e d u c a tio n  w hich may b e  c o n te m p la tin g  new o r  d i f f e r e n t  s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i­

t i e s  t o  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .



CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OP DATA 

I n t r o d u c t io n

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was t o  d e te rm in e  aw are n ess  o f  th e  n eed s o f  

In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  su p p o rt p rog ram s s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  

In d ia n s  a t  t h e  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ich ig an . The f o u r  ma­

j o r  a r e a s  o f  concern  w ere d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n ,  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  

econom ic s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  and  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i­

t i e s .

The su rv e y  r e s u l t e d  I n  a  68 p e r  c e n t  re sp o n se  from  th e  p u b l ic  c o l -
115le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ich igan . E lev en  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

and  fo u r  y e a r  c o l le g e s  re sp o n d e d , r e p r e s e n t in g  85 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  p o s s i ­

b l e  num ber. S ev en teen  o f  t h e  tw e n ty -e ig h t  conm unlty c o l l e g e s  o r  J u n io r  

c o l le g e s  re sp o n d e d , r e p r e s e n t in g  60  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  p o s s ib le  num ber.

I n  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  th e  t a b l e s  I n d i c a te  re sp o n d in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  by  num­

b e r ,  a s  shown on th e  fo llo w in g  p a g e .

^-^AUIHOR’S NOTE: In  t h e  s u rv e y , t h e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  M ich igan  i s  co u n ted  
a s  a  re sp o n d e n t a lth o u g h  th e y  p ro v id e d  n o  d e ta i l e d  I n fo rm a t io n .  T h e ir  r e ­
sp o n se  I n d ic a te d  th e y  a r e  c r e a t in g  a n  a l l - e n c o r p a s s ln g  program  f o r  In d ia n  
s tu d e n ts ,  b u t  i t  I s  n o t  p r e s e n t ly  co m p le ted  enough t o  g iv e  d e t a i l s .  They 
a r e  n o t  c o u n te d  in  th e  t a b l e s  h e r e ,  how ever. I n t e r e s t e d  p e rs o n s  sh o u ld  
c o n ta c t  Mr. L a rry  M a rtin  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ich igan  A dm issions O ff ic e  
f o r  more r e c e n t  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

38
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Nuitoer C o lleg e  o r  U n iv e rs i ty

1. D e lta  C o lle g e
2 . E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty
3 . P e r r i s  S t a t e  C o lleg e
4 . O len Oaks Conmunlty C o lleg e
5 . Grand R ap ids J u n io r  C o lleg e
6 . Grand V a lle y  S ta te  C o lleg e
7 . Henry Ford  Ccnimmlty C o lleg e
8. Jack so n  Ccnxnunlty C o lleg e
9 . Kalamazoo V a lle y  Community C o lleg e

10. K ellogg  Ccnmunity C o lleg e
11. Lake M ichigan  C o lleg e
12 . Lake S u p e r io r  S ta te  C o lleg e
13. L ansing  Comnunlty C o lleg e
1$. Maccmb County Conmunlty C o lleg e
15 . M ichigan T e c h n o lo g ic a l u n iv e r s i ty
16 . Muskegon County Conmunlty C o lleg e
17. N o rth ern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty
18 . N o rth w este rn  M ichigan C o llege
19. Oakland Conmunlty C o lleg e
20 . Oakland U n iv e rs i ty
21 . Saginaw V a lle y  S ta te  C o lleg e
2 2 . S c h o o lc ra f t  C o llege
23* S o u th w este rn  M ichigan C o llege
24 . Washtenaw Conmunlty C o lleg e
25 . Wayne S t a te  U n iv e rs i ty
26 . W estern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty
27 . West Shore Conmunlty C o lleg e

D e f in i t io n  o f  In d ia n

The T ab le  4 .1 ,  and  th e  n o te s  w hich fo llo w  i t ,  I n d ic a te  how each  sc h o o l 

su rv ey ed  d e f in e s  who i s  an In d ia n  s tu d e n t .
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T ab le  4 .1  D e f in i t io n  o f  In d ia n

C o lleg e  A B C D E P

1 X
2 X
3 X
4 X
5 X
6 X
7 X
8 X
9 X

10 X
11 X
12 X
13 X
14 X
15 X
16 X X
17 X
18 X
19 X
20 X
21 X
22 X
23 X
24 X
25 X
26 X
27 X X

P e rc e n t 33 74

RESPONSES FROM QUESTIONNAIRE:

A. We do n o t  conduct r a c i a l  c o u n ts  o f  In d ia n s .
B. By s e l f -p r o c la m a t io n  ( s tu d e n ts  d e c la r e  th em se lv es  In d ia n  and  no 

o th e r  means I s  u s e d ) .
C. By p e r  c e n t o f  In d ia n  b lo o d  needed  f o r  an  In d iv id u a l  t o  b e  reco g ­

n iz e d  a s  In d ia n .
D. By p ro o f  by l i s t i n g  on a  t r i b a l  r o l l .
E . Someone o th e r  th a n  th e  In d ia n  h im s e lf  t e l l s  you who i s  an  In d ia n . 
P . Some o th e r  system  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  u sed .

X r e p r e s e n ts  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se .
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D e f in i t io n  o f  In d ia n  N otes

N ine s c h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  c h o ic e  A (We do n o t  con­

d u c t r a c i a l  c o u n ts  o f  I n d ia n s ) ;  t h i s  r e p r e s e n ts  33 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n ­

d in g  s c h o o ls .

Twenty sc h o o ls  in d ic a te d  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  c h o ic e  B (By s e l f -  

p ro c la m a tio n — s tu d e n ts  d e c la r e  th em se lv es  In d ia n  and no o th e r  means i s  

u s e d ) , r e p r e s e n t in g  7** p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g .

Two s c h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  c h o ic e  C (By p e r  c e n t o f  

In d ia n  b lo o d  needed f o r  an  In d iv id u a l  t o  b e  re c o g n iz e d  a s  I n d ia n ) ;  t h i s  

r e p r e s e n ts  7 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  re s p o n d in g .

No sc h o o ls  In d ic a te d  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  c h o ic e  D (by  p ro o f  o f  l i s ­

t in g  on a  t r i b a l  r o l l ) .

One sc h o o l I n d ic a te d  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  c h o ic e  E (Someone o th e r  

th a n  th e  In d ia n  h im s e lf  t e U s  you  who i s  an  I n d i a n ) ; t h i s  r e p r e s e n ts  a  

i| p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n d in g  s c h o o ls .

P our s c h o o ls  in d ic a te d  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se  t o  more th a n  one c h o ic e .

TVo sc h o o ls  (Muskegon Community C o lleg e  and  West S hore  Ccrm unlty C o lle g e ) 

I n d ic a te d  th e y  do n o t  conduct r a c i a l  c o u n ts  o f  I n d ia n s ;  how ever, In d ia n s  

can c la im  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  th ro u g h  s e l f -p ro c la m a t io n .

Two s c h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  t h a t  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  In d ia n  b lo o d  i s  a  f a c t o r  

In  d e te rm in in g  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y .  (E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e r s i ty ,  I n  connec­

t i o n  w ith  a id  from  th e  B ureau o f  In d ia n  A f f a i r s , u se s  25 p e r  c e n t  and Lake 

M ichigan C o lle g e  r e q u i r e s  50 p e r  c e n t In d ia n  b lo o d  f o r  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y ,  

b u t  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c  re g a rd in g  th e  program s to  w hich t h i s  a p p l ie d .)

One sc h o o l (E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty )  I n d ic a te d  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  i s  

som etim es e s t a b l i s h e d  by someone o th e r  th a n  th e  In d iv id u a l  In d ia n .
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E d u c a tio n a l O p p o r tu n itie s

H ie  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o u t l in e d  I n  t h i s  s e c t io n  a r e  a v a i la b le  

f o r  a l l  s tu d e n ts .  T h e ir  Im portance  t o  In d ia n s  was p o in te d  o u t In  th e  r e s u l t s  

o f  r e s e a r c h  s e c t io n  o f  C h ap te r I I .  They r e f l e c t ,  I n  sa n e  w ays, th e  s c h o o ls ' 

re sp o n se s  t o  h ig h  d ro p  o u t r a t e s  f o r  academ ic r e a s o n s .

T ab le  4 .2  E d u c a tio n a l O p p o r tu n itie s

C o lleg e None R eading
S p e c ia l  C la s se s  f o r  Low A ch iev e rs  I n :  
W ritin g  E n g lish  M athem atics T ech. O th e r

1 X X
2 X X X
3 X X X X
4 X X X X X
5 X X X X
6 X X X X
7 X
8 X X X X
9 X X X X X

10 X X
11 X X X X X X
12 X
13 X X X X X
14 X X X
15 X X X X
16 X X X X
17 X
18 X X
19 X X X X
20 X X
21 X
22 X X X X X X
23 X X X X
24 X X X X
25 X X X X X
26 X X X
27 X X X X X X

P er C ent 11 74 67 70 78 33 18

X I n d ic a te s  a  p o s i t iv e  re s p o n se .
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E d u c a tio n a l O p p o r tu n itie s  N otes

T hree sc h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  th ey  p ro v id e  n o  e d u c a tio n a l  s u p p o r t p rogram s. 

T hese sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  11 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  su rv ey ed . N orthern  

M ichigan U n iv e r s i ty ,  how ever, s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  a re  In  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  s t a r ­

t i n g  c o u rse s  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se .

Twenty s c h o o ls  resp o n d ed  t h a t  th e y  p ro v id e  s p e c ia l  c o u rs e s  f o r  low 

a c h ie v e rs  In  re a d in g . These sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  74 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  

su rv ey ed .

E ig h tee n  sc h o o ls  s a id  th e y  p ro v id e  s p e c i a l  c o u rse s  f o r  low a c h ie v e rs  

In  w r i t in g ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  67 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  sc h o o ls  su rv ey ed .

N in e teen  sc h o o ls  s t a t e d  th e y  p ro v id e  s p e c i a l  c o u rse s  f o r  lew a c h ie v ­

e r s  In  E n g lis h . These sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  70 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  s u r ­

veyed.

Tw enty-one sc h o o ls  in d ic a te d  th e y  p ro v id e  s p e c ia l  c o u rs e s  f o r  low 

a c h ie v e rs  In  m a th em a tic s , r e p r e s e n t in g  78 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  s u r ­

veyed .

N ine sc h o o ls  responded  t h a t  th e y  p ro v id e  s p e c ia l  c o u rse s  f o r  low 

a c h ie v e rs  In  T e c h n ic a l C a ree r  a r e a s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  33 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  

sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  su rv e y .

F iv e  sc h o o ls  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  p ro v id e  s p e c ia l  c o u rse s  f o r  low a c h ie ­

v e rs  I n  o th e r  a r e a s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  18 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g .

P e r r i s  S t a t e  C o lleg e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  th e y  p ro v id e  a  s p e c ia l  c o u rse  In  

S tudy  S k i l l s  f o r  low a c h ie v e r s .

Lake M ichigan C o lleg e  in d ic a te d  i t  p ro v id e s  s p e c ia l  c o u rs e s  In  S o c ia l  

S c ie n c e s , C onm unication T ech n iq u es , and o r i e n t a t i o n  to  c o l l e g e ,  c a r e e r ,  

and l i f e  f o r  low a c h ie v e r s .
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Lake S u p e r io r  C o lleg e  I n d ic a te d  i t  p ro v id e s  t u t o r s  in  a l l  s u b je c t s  

f o r  low a c h ie v e r s .

S c h o o lc ra f t  C o lleg e  responded  t h a t  i t  p ro v id e s  s p e c i a l  c o u rse s  i n  

B io logy  and C hem istry  f o r  l o r  a c h ie v e r  s tu d e n ts .

V est Shore Ccmnunity C o lleg e  in d ic a te d  i t  p ro v id e s  any s tu d e n t  th e  

o p p o r tu n ity  t o  e n r o l l  f o r  more th a n  one q u a r t e r  In  any  c la s s  w ith o u t r e ­

c e iv in g  a  f a i l i n g  g ra d e .

P ro b a tio n a ry  A dm issions 

T ab le  4 .3  P ro b a tio n a ry  A dm issions f o r  Low A p titu d e  S tu d e n ts

C o llege None Gne Sumner
One Term o r  
S em este r

Two Terms o r  
Sem esters Che Y ear O ther

1 X
2 X
3 X
4 X
5 X X
6 X
7 X
8 X
9 X

10 X
11 X
12 X
13 X
14 X
15 X X
16 X
17 X
18 X X
19 X
20 X
21 X
22 X
23 X
24 X
25 X
26 X
27 X

P e r C ent 55 15 7 4 11 18

X I n d ic a te s  a  p o s i t iv e  re s p o n se .
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F i f t e e n  sc h o o ls  s t a t e d  th e y  r e q u i r e  no  p ro b a t io n a ry  p e r io d  f o r  lew  

a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  55 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  to  

th e  su rv e y .

F o u r sc h o o ls  r e q u i r e  one sum ner o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work b e fo re  f u l l  adm it­

ta n c e  f o r  low a p t i t u d e  s tu d e n ts .  T hese sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  

th e  s c h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  to  th e  su rv e y .

Two s c h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  th e y  r e q u i r e  one te rm  o r  se m e s te r  o f  su c c e s s ­

fu l work f o r  fu ll ad m iss io n  o f  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n tB , r e p r e s e n t in g  7 p e r  

c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g .

One sc h o o l I n d ic a te d  I t  r e q u i r e s  two te rm s o r  se m e s te rs  o f  s u c c e s s fu l  

work b e fo r e  f u l l  ad m iss io n  f o r  low a c h ie v e r s .  I t  r e p re s e n te d  M p e r  c e n t o f  

th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  su rv e y .

T h ree  sc h o o ls  s t a t e d  th e y  r e q u i r e  one sc h o o l y e a r  o f  s u c c e s s fu l  work 

b e fo re  f u l l  ad m iss io n  f o r  low a c h ie v e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  11 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  

sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g .

F iv e  sc h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  th e y  r e q u i r e  some o th e r  tim e  p e r io d  o r  s ta n ­

d a rd  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  w ork b e fo re  f u l l  ad m iss io n  I s  g iv en  t o  low a p t i tu d e  

s tu d e n ts ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  18 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  su rv e y .

M ichigan T ec h n o lo g ic a l U n iv e rs i ty  r e p l i e d  t h a t  th e y  r e q u i r e  a  c o n b i-  

n a tio n  o f  one  sumner a n d /o r  one sc h o o l y e a r  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work o f  low ap­

t i t u d e  s tu d e n ts  b e fo re  g ra n t in g  f u l l  a d n is s io n s .

Wayne S t a t e  U n iv e rs i ty  I n d ic a te s  I t s  one y e a r  p ro b a tio n a ry  ad m iss io n s 

p e r io d  I s  u n d e r a  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t ,  c a l l e d  P r o je c t  350, a t  th e  s c h o o l.

G rand Rapids J u n io r  C o lle g e  and N o rth w este rn  M ichigan C o lleg e  r e q u i r e  

e i t h e r  one summer o r  one term  o r  se m e s te r  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work f o r  f u l l  ad­

m is s io n  o f  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts .

O len  Oaks Corm unity C o lle g e  h as open a d m iss io n s  f o r  low a p t i tu d e
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s tu d e n ts ,  b u t  may l i m i t  th e  s t u d e n t 's  c la s s  lo a d .

Henry F ord  Ccmnunity C o lle g e  d id  n o t  s t a t e  any p o l ic y  r e l a t i n g  to  ad ­

m is s io n s  o f  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts .

Lake S u p e r io r  S t a t e  C o lleg e  s t a t e d  I t  may l i m i t  s tu d e n t  c l a s s  lo ad  

f o r  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts . F u l l  c la s s  lo a d s  may b e  c a r r i e d  upon su c c e s s ­

f u l  co m p le tion  o f  p a r t i a l  c l a s s  lo a d s .

Muskegon County Ccmnunity C o lleg e  s t a t e d  I t  h a s  a  s p e c ia l  p r o je c t  f o r  

low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts  c a l l e d  " P ro je c t  Make I t . "  T h is  p r o j e c t  c o u ld  l a s t  

e i t h e r  one o r  two y e a r s .

W estern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  h as p ro b a tio n a ry  a d m iss io n s , n o rm ally  

l a s t i n g  one y e a r  f o r  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts .  I h l s  m igh t p o s s ib ly  b e  e x te n ­

ded t o  two o r  more y e a r s ,  depend ing  on in d iv id u a l  c irc u m s ta n c e s .
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T u to rs  f o r  Low Achievem ent S tu d e n ts  

T ab le  *l.il T u to rs  f o r  Lew Achievem ent S tu d e n ts

C o llege No Yes F ree Nominal Charge S l id in g  S c a le

1 X
2 X X
3 X XH X5 X X
6 X
7 X
8 X X
9 X X

10 X
11 X X
12 X X
13 X Xm X X
15 X X
16 X X
17 X X
18 X
19 X X
20 X X
21 X X
22 X
23 X
2U X X
25 X X
26 X X
27 X X

P er Cent 30 70 63/89 7/11

X I n d ic a te s  a  p o s i t iv e  re s p o n se .

E ig h t sc h o o ls  in d ic a te d  th ey  p ro v id e  n o  t u to r s  f o r  low a c h ie v e r s ,  r e p ­

r e s e n t in g  30 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  su rv e y .

N in e teen  sc h o o ls  r e p l i e d  th e y  do have t u t o r s  f o r  low ach ievem ent s t u ­

d e n ts ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  70 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g . Of t h e  n in e te e n
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s c h o o ls  who do have t u t o r s ,  se v e n te e n  o r  89 p e r  c e n t  In d ic a te d  th e  t u t o r s  

a r e  f r e e  o f  c h a rg e  t o  th e  s tu d e n t s ,  and tw o s c h o o ls ,  o r  11 p e r  c e n t ,  p ro ­

v id e  t u to r s  a t  nom inal change t o  th e  s tu d e n ts .

G len Oaks Ccmnunity C o lle g e  d id  n o t  I n d ic a te  a  re sp o n se  t o  t h i s  q u e s­

t i o n ;  c o n se q u e n tly , i t  was c o u n ted  a s  n o t  p ro v id in g  t u t o r s .

O akland Ccmnunity C o lleg e  s t a t e d  I t  h a s  a  l im i te d ,  number o f  f r e e  

t u t o r s  and t h a t  t h i s  s e rv ic e  I s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a d m iss io n s  p rogram  b ased  

upon t e 3 t s  o f  c o g n it iv e  s t y l e  a s  w e ll  a s  ach iev em en t.

Saginaw V a lle y  C ollege  r e p l i e d  t h a t  f r e e  t u t o r s  a re  a  p a r t  o f  i t s  

one summer a d m iss io n s  program  f o r  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts .  I t  a l s o  I n d i­

c a te d  th a t  t h i s  s e r v ic e  i s  r e q u i r e d  o f  a l l  low a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts .

A d d it io n a l  E d u c a tio n a l S u p p o rt Program s

E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t s  c o u n s e lo r s ,  S tu d e n t 

S u p p o rt C e n te r , and A s so c ia tio n  o f  Am erican In d ia n  S tu d e n ts  o f f e r  educa­

t i o n a l  su p p o r t f o r  low ach ievem ent s tu d e n ts .

Ja ck so n  Ccmnunity C o llege  p ro v id e s  a  c o u n se lin g  and t e s t i n g  s e r v ic e .

Kalamazoo V a lle y  Comnunity C o llege  h a s  a  L ea rn in g  S k i l l  C e n te r .

Lake S u p e r io r  S ta te  C o lle g e  p ro v id e s  a n  Upward Bound Program  f o r  low 

ach ievem ent s tu d e n ts .

L ansing  Comnunity C o llege  p ro v id e s  c o u n se lin g  w ith  fo llo w -u p , p e e r  

a d v is in g  and home a r t i c u l a t i o n  program s.

Maccnto County Comnunity C o lle g e  I n d ic a te d  I t  h a s  a  L ea rn in g  Media 

C e n te r  a s  an  e d u c a tio n a l  s u p p o r t a c t i v i t y .

N o rth w este rn  M ichigan C o lle g e  has academ ic Improvement w orkshops f o r  

low ach ievem ent s tu d e n ts .

O akland Community C o llege  h a s  su p p lem en ta l m a te r ia l  a v a i la b le  from
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I n s t r u c t o r s  In  some c a s e s  f o r  lew  ach ievem ent s tu d e n ts .  They a l s o  have 

C a r re l  program s a v a i la b le  I n  seme academ ic a re a s  f o r  th e s e  s tu d e n ts .

O akland U n iv e rs i ty  h a s  an Academic S upport C e n te r  a v a i la b le  f o r  lew  

ach ievem ent s tu d e n ts  w hich In c lu d e s  academ ic a d v is in g  and t u t o r s  i n  a l l  

s u b j e c t s ,

Saginaw V a lle y  C o lleg e  In d ic a te d  i t  h as  a  L ea rn in g  C e n te r  i n  a  dorm i­

to r y  s u i t e  f o r  lew  a c h ie v e r s .  The C e n te r  p ro v id e s  t u to r i n g  and  c o u n se lin g  

s e r v i c e s .

S o u th w este rn  M ichigan C o lle g e  h as  S e lf -H e lp  C e n te rs  a v a i la b le  f o r  lew  

a c h ie v in g  s tu d e n ts .  The C e n te rs  in c lu d e  f i lm  s t r i p s ,  ta p e s  and o th e r  sup ­

p o r t  m a te r i a l s .

Washtenaw com nunity C o lle g e  h a s  I n s t r u c t o r s  a v a i la b le  o u ts id e  o f  

c l a s s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  c o u n se lo rs  f o r  lew  a p t i tu d e  s tu d e n ts .

W estern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  h as  a  s p e c i a l  f iv e - y e a r  sunnier en richm en t 

program  f o r  d isa d v a n ta g e d , m a rg in a l s tu d e n ts  who ta k e  c o u rse  work d u r in g  

th e  sum ner. T h is  i s  c a l l e d  " P r o je c t  73*" T h e ir  M artin  L u th e r  K ing J r .  P ro ­

gram  i s  a  y e a r ly  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  sum ner p rogram ; th e  program  h as  t u t ­

o r s ,  a  s tu d y  c e n te r  and s p e c i a l  c o u n se lin g  a v a i l a b l e .  T here  i s  a l s o  an 

Upward Bound program  w hich i s  F e d e ra l ly  sp o n so red  f o r  lew  a c h ie v e r s .

Economic S uppo rt O p p o r tu n itie s

The econom ic su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a v a i la b le  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  sc h o o ls  a r e  a  m easure o f  th e  s c h o o ls ' a tte m p ts  t o  keep  

In d ia n s  i n  a tte n d a n c e  th ro u g h  f i n a n c ia l  s u p p o r t .



Table 4 .5  Economic Support O pportunities S p ec ific a lly  fo r  Indian Students

fiiition,
Scholar- Tuition, Room, Work Less More
ships Room, Board, Study Loans No Than 5? Than 5% Other

School Yes No Tuition Board Expenses Yes No Yes No Interest Interest Interest Yes No

1 X X X X
2 X X X X
3 X X X X
4 X X X X
5 X X X X
6 X X X X
7 X X X X
8 X X X X
9 X X X X

10 X X X X
11 X X X X X
12 X X X X
13 X X X X
14 X X X X
15 X X X X
16 X X X X
17 X X X X X X
18 X X X X
19 X X X X
20 X X X X
21 X X X X
22 X X X X
23 X X X X
24 X X X X
25 X X X X
26 X X X X X
27 X X X X

Per Cent 11 89 11 7 93 4 96 4 7 93

X indicates a Positive Response
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Economic Support O p p o r tu n i t ie s  N otes
\

T hree sc h o o ls  have s c h o la r s h ip s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a v a i la b le  t o  In d ia n  s t u ­

d e n ts ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  11 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  rep o n d in g  to  t h e  su rv e y .

They a r e  t u i t i o n  s c h o la r s h ip s .  N o rth e rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  h a s  tw en ty  

t u i t i o n  s c h o la r s h ip s  a v a i l a b l e .  Lake M ichigan C o lleg e  and  W estern  M ichi­

gan U n iv e rs i ty  d id  n o t  I n d ic a te  t h e  number o f  such  s c h o la r s h ip s  a v a i la b l e .

T w en ty -fo u r sc h o o ls  r e p l i e d  t h a t  th ey  do n o t  have s p e c i f i c  s c h o la r ­

s h ip s  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  These s c h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  89 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  

sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  to  t h e  su rv e y .

Two sc h o o ls  have w o rk -s tu d y  program s a v a i la b le  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  I n d i ­

an s tu d e n ts ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  7 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  s u r ­

vey . Muskegon Comnunity C o llege  h a s  f iv e  w o rk -s tu d y  g r a n t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  

In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  N o rth e rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  d id  n o t  I n d ic a te  th e  number 

o f  w o rk -s tu d y  g ra n ts  a v a i la b l e .

T w en ty -fiv e  sc h o o ls  I n d ic a te d  th e y  do n o t  have w o rk -s tu d y  funds sp e ­

c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts ;  th e y  r e p re s e n t  93 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  sc h o o ls  

re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  3u rvey .

One sc h o o l in d ic a te d  i t  h as  n o - i n t e r e s t  s tu d e n t  lo a n s  a v a i la b le  sp e ­

c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  T h is  sch o o l was N o rth e rn  M ichigan U n iv e r­

s i t y ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  4 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  to  th e  su rv e y .

T w enty-3 ix  sc h o o ls  in d ic a te d  th e y  do n o t have s tu d e n t  lo a n s  a v a i la b le  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  T hese sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  96 p e r  c e n t o f  

th e  re sp o n d e n ts  to  th e  su rv e y .

Two sc h o o ls  have o t h e r  so u rc e s  o f  economic s u p p o r t s p e c i f i c a l l y  a v a i l ­

a b le  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  Lake S u p e r io r  S ta te  C o lleg e  h a s  a  sm a ll  em ergen­

cy fu n d  a v a i la b le  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts ;  th e  fund  I s  b a sed  on l o c a l  d o n a tio n s .
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Northern Michigan University has student grants available for Indian stu­

dents. These two schools represent 7 per cent o f the schools surveyed.

C u ltu ra l  L if e  S ty le  O p p o r tu n itie s

The c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  M ichigan In d ia n s  was shown In  C h ap te r I I  

t o  be one o f  th e  p o s s ib le  c o n f l i c t  a re a s  r e s u l t i n g  In  h ig h  d ro p  o u t r a t e s  

f o r  In d ia n s .  The t a b l e s  and  n o te s  I n  t h i s  s e c t io n  show how th e  sc h o o ls  

su p p o rt a  s e p a ra te  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  f o r  In d ia n s  in  a t te n d a n c e .



Table 4 .6  Cultural L ife S ty le  O pportunities

Ind ian  Indian
C u ltu ra l Club o r
Center O rganization C u ltu ra l Awareness Ind ian  Conferences Encouraged

Colleges Yes No Yes No Day Week Month None Yes How Many In  L ast Year No

1 X X X X 0
2 X X X X 6
3 X X X X
4 X X X X
5 X X X X 0
6 X X X X
7 X X X X
8 X X X X
9 X X X X 0

10 X X X X 0
11 X X X X
12 X X X X 0
13 X X X X 0
lJf X X X X 0
15 X X X X 0
16 X X X X 1
17 X X X X 4
18 X X X X 0
19 X X X X
20 X X X X 0
21 X X X X
22 X X X X
23 X X X X
24 X X X X 0
25 X X X X
26 X X X X 027 X X X X 0

Per C ait If 96 4 96 4 11 »5 59 41

X In d ica te s  a  p o s it iv e  response
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T ab le  4 .7  P ro v id e  P u ll-T erm  C la s se s  D ealing  w ith  In d ia n  C u ltu re  a s  th e  
C e n tra l  Focus

S choo l No A nthropology H isto ry S o c io lo g y E ducation O th e r

1 X
2 X
3 X
4 X
5 X
6 X
7 X
8 X
9 X

10 X
11 X
12 X
13 X
in X
15 X
16 X
17 X
18 X
19 X
20 X
21 X
22 X
23 X
24 X
25 X
26 X
27 X

P er C ent 81 11 4 4

X I n d ic a te s  a  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se

C u ltu ra l  L ife  S ty le  O p p o r tu n itie s  N otes

TWenty-two c o l le g e s  s a id  th e y  o f f e r  no te rm  o r  s e m e s te r  co u rses w ith  

In d ia n  c u l tu r e  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  fo c u s ; th e s e  sc h o o ls  r e p r e s e n t  81 p e r  c e n t  

o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d in g  t o  th e  su rvey .
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F iv e  s c h o o ls ,  o r  19 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ,  I n d ic a te d  th e y  have 

c o u rs e s  w ith  In d ia n  c u l tu r e  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  fo c u s .

Lake S u p e r io r  S ta te  C o lleg e  o f f e r s  a  c o u rse  In c o rp o ra t in g  a n th ro p o lo ­

g y , h i s t o r y ,  s o c io lo g y , and e d u c a tio n  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  In d ia n  c u l t u r e .  Nor­

th e r n  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  I n d ic a te d  I t  o f f e r s  a  c o u rse  In  h i s to r y  w hich 

h as a s  i t s  c e n t r a l  fo cu s  In d ia n  c u l t u r e .  Muskegon County Conmunity Col­

le g e ,  Wayne S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty ,  and W estern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  I n d ic a te d  

th e y  each  o f f e r  a  c o u rse  In  a n th ro p o lo g y  w ith  In d ia n  c u l tu r e  a s  i t s  cen­

t r a l  fo c u s .
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S t a f f  Employment f o r  In d ia n  S tu d e n ts  

T a b le  4*8 Employ S t a f f  S p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  I n d ia n  S tu d e n ts

S choo l No
A djustm ent
C o u n se lo rs

C a re e r
G uidance
C o u n se lo rs

In d ia n  
A c t iv i ty  

R ecru itm en t C o o rd in a to r  O th e r

1 X
2
3
4 X
5 X
6 X
7 X
8 X
9 X

10 X
11 X
12
13 X
14 X
15 X
16
17
18 X
19 X
20 X
21 X
22 X
23 X
24 X
25 X
26
27 X

P e r  C ent 78

X
X

X

11

X I n d ic a te s  a  p o s i t i v e  re s p o n se

S t a f f  Employment f o r  I n d ia n  S tu d e n ts  N otes

Tw enty-one c o l le g e s  in d ic a te d  th e y  employ no  s t a f f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  

th e  b e n e f i t  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  78 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  sc h o o ls
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re sp o n d in g  to  th e  su rv e y .

S ix  c o lle g e s  I n d ic a te d  th e y  do employ s t a f f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  th e  ben­

e f i t  o f  In d ian  s tu d e n ts ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  22 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  re sp o n d ­

in g .

E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  em ploys a  r e c r u i t e r  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  en­

courage  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  t o  a t t e n d  t h e i r  sc h o o l. F e r r i s  S ta te  C o lleg e  em­

p lo y s  f a c u l ty  and  c o u n se lo rs  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  Lake S uper­

i o r  S t a te  C ollege  employs s t a f f  In  t h e i r  Upward Bound program  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

Muskegon County Ccmnunity C o lleg e  in d ic a te d  I t  in te n d s  t o  employ an 

In d ia n  A c tiv i ty  C o o rd in a to r  b eg in n in g  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1972. N o rth ern  M ichi­

gan U n iv e rs i ty  em ploys an In d ia n  C o o rd in a to r  whose d u t ie s  in c lu d e  c o u n se l­

in g ,  re c ru itm e n t an d  c o o rd in a tio n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts .  W estern M ichigan U n iv e r s i ty '3  M in o rity  S tu d e n t S e rv ic e s  o f f i c e  

i s  in v o lv e d  in  t h e  r e c ru i tm e n t  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l.
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T ab le  4 .8 -A  S p e c ia l iz e d  T ra in in g  o f  th e  S t a f f  W orking w ith  I n d ia n s ' 
Problem s from  T ab le  *4.8

School T ra in in g

E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty No s p e c ia l  t r a i n i n g  I n d ic a te d .

F e r r i s  S t a te  C o llege The f a c u l ty  member i s  an  In d ia n .

Lake S u p e r io r  S ta te  C o lleg e The A s s is ta n t  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  Up­
ward Sound p r o je c t  I s  an In d ia n . 
She h as had s p e c i a l  coursew ork  In  
Secondary E d u ca tio n  r e l a t i n g  t o  
I n d ia n s ,  and she  h as worked f o r  
te n  y e a rs  w ith  I n d ia n s ' p rob lem s.

Muskegon County Comnunity C o llege In te n d  t h a t  th e  C o o rd in a to r  o f  
In d ia n  A c t iv i t i e s  w i l l  be  an  I n ­
d ia n ,  and w i l l  have had  s p e c i a l  
coursew ork in  In d ia n  p rob lem s.

N orthern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty The In d ia n  C o o rd in a to r  i s  an  I n ­
d ia n .

W estern M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty They n o te  no s p e c ia l  t r a i n i n g  which 
i s  known to  them  f o r  th e  p e rso n n e l 
In v o lv ed  In  th e  re c ru i tm e n t  o f  In ­
d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

O ther L ife  S ty le  S uppo rt A c t iv i t i e s

N o rth ern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty  was th e  o n ly  sc h o o l w hich In d ic a te d  I t  

p ro v id e s  o th e r  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  su p p o r t a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  In d ia n s .  I t  

su p p o r ts  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  "Nishnawbe News," a  new spaper f o r  G re a t Lakes 

In d ia n s .  The new spaper I s  p u b lis h e d  m onthly  by th e  O rg a n iz a tio n  o f  N orth  

American In d ia n  S tu d e n ts  and i s  a v a i la b le  by w r i t in g  to  th e  p a p e r a t :  

N o rth ern  M ichigan U n iv e r s i ty ,  M a rq u e tte , M ichigan *49855. R a te s  a r e  $5 .00  

p e r  y e a r  o r  50$ p e r  copy.
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Sunnary

The su rv e y  o f  aw areness th ro u g h  s p e c i f i c  program s and p o l i c i e s  a t  

p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  In  M ichigan t o  th e  n e e d s  o f  In d ia n  s t u ­

d e n ts  r e s u l t e d  I n  68 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  sc h o o ls  respond ing*

The f i r s t  a r e a  o f  c o n ce rn  was how th e  s c h o o ls  d e f in e  who I s  an  I n d i ­

a n . I t  was found t h a t  7^ p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  d e te rm in e  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  

th ro u g h  a  sy s tem  o f  s e l f - p r o c la m a t io n .  Only 7 p e r  c e n t  r e q u i r e  p ro o f  o f  

In d ia n  b lo o d  and  none r e q u i r e s  p r o o f  by  l i s t i n g  on a  t r i b a l  r o l l .

The seco n d  a r e a  o f  co n ce rn  was e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .  I t  was 

found t h a t  89 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  o f f e r  e d u c a t io n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  low 

ach ievem en t s t u d e n t s ,  55 p e r  c e n t  do  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  p ro b a t io n a ry  p e r io d  o f  

e n ro llm e n t b e fo re  f u l l  a d m is s io n s , and  70 p e r  c e n t  p ro v id e  t u t o r s  f o r  s t u ­

d e n ts  who n eed  them .

The t h i r d  a r e a  o f  co n ce rn  was econom ic su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t i e s .  I t  was 

found  t h a t  11 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  had  s c h o la r s h ip  fu n d s , 7 p e r  c e n t 

had  w o rk -s tu d y  fu n d s , 4 p e r  c e n t  had  lo a n  fu n d s , and 7 per* c e n t  had o th e r  

fu n d in g  s o u rc e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

The f o u r th  a r e a  o f  co n ce rn  was c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s .

The su rv ey  found t h a t  85 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  s c h o o ls  d id  n o t  have program s 

s u p p o r t in g  an  In d ia n  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e .  E ig h ty -o n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c o l ­

le g e s  do n o t  o f f e r  c o u rs e s  w ith  In d ia n  c u l t u r e  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  fo cu 3 . 

S e v e n ty -e ig h t  p e r  c e n t  do n o t  em ploy s t a f f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  

o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

These f in d in g s  I n d ic a te  a  low l e v e l  o f  aw areness on  th e  p a r t  o f  pub­

l i c  c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  I n  M ich igan  o f  th e  needs o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  

The o n ly  a r e a  o f  h ig h  aw areness was I n  e d u c a t io n a l  s u p p o r t  w here th e  q u e s­

t i o n s  d id  n o t  s p e c i f y  program s s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n s  b u t ,  I n s t e a d ,  p ro ­

gram s f o r  any  low a c h ie v e r s .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Summary o f  t h e  S tudy

In  t h i s  s tu d y  r e s e a r c h  was c o n d u c ted  t o  d e te rm in e  aw aren ess  on th e  

p a r t  o f  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  M ichigan  to  th e  n e e d s  o f  I n d i ­

a n  s tu d e n ts .  T h is  aw areness was m easured  by th e  e x is te n c e  a t  t h e  s c h o o ls  

o f  program s and  p o l i c i e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  

P o u r m ajo r a r e a s  o f  co n ce rn  w ere  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  C h a p te r  I I .  They were d e f i ­

n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n ,  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  econom ic s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i­

t i e s ,  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

I t  was shown t h a t  th e  In d ia n s  o f  M ichigan a r e  th e  h e i r s  o f  a  lo n g  

h i s t o r y  w hich d ev e lo p ed  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  w hich em phasized  e d u c a tio n  o f  

t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  t o  su c ce ed  in  h a rm o n iz in g  w ith  t h e i r  env ironm en t and c a r r y ­

in g  on t h e i r  le g e n d s  and  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  In  con tem porary  s o c ie ty  i t  was 

shown t h a t  th ro u g h  d i s p r o p o r t io n a te ly  h ig h  d rop  o u t  r a t e s  and  low incom e 

l e v e l s  In d ia n s  a r e  e x p e r ie n c in g  a  d i s p r o p o r t io n a te ly  low l e v e l  o f  su c c e s s  

i n  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  o f  M ich igan .

T h is  s tu d y  a t te m p ts  t o  fo llo w  up on  th e  s t a t e * s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

th ro u g h  i t s  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  e d u c a te  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

w i th  p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  re d u c e  th e  h ig h  drop  o u t  r a t e s .

A q u e s t io n n a i r e  was d ev e lo p ed  w hich  e l i c i t e d  in fo rm a tio n  r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  fo u r  m a jo r  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e rn . The q u e s t io n n a i r e  was m a i le d ,  a lo n g  w ith
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s u p p o r t in g  m a t e r i a l ,  t o  th e  A dm issions o f f i c e s  o f  M ic h ig a n 's  p u b l ic  c o l­

le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .

lh e  s tu d y  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  68 p e r  c e n t  re sp o n se  from  th e  c o l le g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  In  g e n e ra l  i t  was found t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  low l e v e l  o f  aw are­

n e s s  In  th e  a r e a s  o f  econom ic su p p o r t and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t .  A 

h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  su p p o rt was found ; how ever, t h i s  e x is te d  f o r  

a l l  s tu d e n ts ,  n o t J u s t  I n d ia n s .  In  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  In d ia n  I t  was found 

t h a t  m ost sc h o o ls  w hich  conduct r a c i a l  co u n ts  u se  s e l f -p ro c la m a t io n  a s  

t h e i r  means o f  i d e n t i f y in g  In d ia n s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  s tu d y  a ls o  showed 

t h a t  m ost o f  th e  aw areness t h a t  was o c c u r r in g  was c o n c e n tra te d  a t  J u s t  a  

few o f  th e  sc h o o ls  su rv e y e d , w ith  seme o th e r  sc h o o ls  I n d ic a t in g  an I n t e r e s t  

i n  d e v e lo p in g  com prehensive program s In  th e  f u tu r e .

C onc lu sio n s frcm  th e  F in d in g s

The s tu d y  in d ic a te s  a  f a i l u r e  on th e  p a r t  o f  M ichigan p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  

and u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  re sp o n d  w ith  u n ifo rm ity  t o  th e  needs o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

a s  o u t l in e d  by th e  r e s e a r c h  o f  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  A few c o lle g e s  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

do a t te r rp t  t o  have a  com prehensive su p p o r t program  f o r  I n d ia n s ,  how ever, 

even  t h i s  co u ld  be im proved, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  wav by w hich In d ia n  s tu ­

d e n ts  a re  I d e n t i f i e d  a t  th e  sc h o o ls .

The s tu d y  co n c lu d es th e  fo llo w in g  th in g s  i n  each  o f  th e  fo u r  m ajo r 

a r e a s  o f  co n cern :

1 . D e f in i t io n  o f  I n d ia n ;  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  who conduct r a c i a l  c o u n ts ,  

on ly  two u se  a  means o th e r  th a n  s e l f -p ro c la m a t io n .  No sch o o ls  

u se  th e  F e d e ra l  g o v e rn m en t's  system  f o r  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  even 

though t h i s  i s  one t h a t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  a c c e p te d  among In d ia n s .

2 . E d u c a tio n a l S u p p o rt; a l l  b u t  th r e e  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  in d ic a te d  

e d u c a tio n a l  su p p o r t program s f o r  low a c h ie v e r s .  G e n e ra lly  th e
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su p p o r t was In  th e  form  o f  s p e c i a l  c la s s e s  in  r e a d in g , w r i t in g ,  

E n g lis h ,  m ath and te c h n ic a l  a r e a s ,  w ith  a d d i t io n a l  s u p p o r t th ro u g h  

t u t o r s  and open ad m iss io n  p o l i c i e s .

3 . Economic S u p p o rt O p p o r tu n i t ie s ;  m ost sc h o o ls  in d ic a te d  th e y  have 

no  economic s u p p o r t  funds s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  F iv e  

s c h o o ls ,  how ever, d id  have funds i n  one form  o r  a n o th e r .  Of t h e s e ,  

th r e e  had s c h o la r s h ip s ,  two had  work s tu d y  p rog ram s, one had  lo a n s  

and two had o th e r  m eans.

4 . C u l tu r a l  L if e  S ty le  O p p o r tu n i t ie s ;  o n ly  seven  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  p ro ­

v id in g  d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a tio n  in d ic a te d  th e y  have program s o r  p o l i ­

c ie s  w hich su p p o rt In d ia n  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  a t  t h e i r  s c h o o ls .

A number o f  o th e r  s c h o o ls  in d ic a te d  a  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  l e t  In d ia n  

g roups u se  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c o n fe re n c e s , b u t  o n ly  in  a  few 

In s ta n c e s  w ere th e  f a c i l i t i e s  a c t u a l l y  u se d . Che sc h o o l had an  

In d ia n  C u l tu r a l  C e n te r , two had  In d ia n  c lu b s  o r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  

and fo u r  o b se rv ed  In d ia n  days o r  w eeks. F iv e  o f  th e  seven  sc h o o ls  

In d ic a te d  th e y  o f f e r  c o u rs e s  w ith  In d ia n  c u l tu r e  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  

fo c u s , and s ix  o f  th e  sev en  employ s t a f f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  th e  ben­

e f i t  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

R ecom nendatlons

In d ia n  I d e n t i ty

1 . The p u b lic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ichigan sh o u ld  b e g in  

u s in g  a  u n ifo rm , a c c u ra te  sy s tem  f o r  i d e n t i f y in g  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  

T h is  would e l im in a te  chance f a c to r s  in  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  an  

In d ia n  i d e n t i t y .
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E d u c a tio n a l O p p o r tu n itie s

1 . The S ta te  o f  M ichigan D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  sh o u ld  e x e r c i s e  

le a d e r s h ip  t o  c r e a te  aw areness o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  a s  o u t l in e d  by 

t h i s  s tu d y .

2 . The p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ichigan sh o u ld  heed  th e  

d e s i r e s  o f  In d ia n  p eop le  f o r  more c o n tr o l  o v e r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n 's  

e d u c a tio n . In d ia n s  sh o u ld  b e  encouraged  t o  h e lp  c r e a te  a  c u r r ic u ­

lum t h a t  w ould In c lu d e  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  b o th  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and I n  i t s  

p re s e n t  c o n te x t .

3. The p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  sh o u ld  e l im in a te  th e  u se  o f  

te x tb o o k s  w hich do n o t a c c u r a te ly  p o r t r a y  th e  p o s i t iv e  c u l t u r a l  

h e r i t a g e  o f  In d ia n s .

4 . Each sc h o o l o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  I n  M ichigan sh o u ld  c r e a t e  an 

O ff ic e  o f  In d ia n  A w areness, n o t o n ly  t o  Im plem ent th e  needs o f  

In d ia n  s tu d e n ts ,  b u t a ls o  t o  c r e a te  aw areness In  th e  g e n e ra l  popu­

l a t i o n  a s  t o  th e  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  In d ia n  l i f e .

5 . The In d ia n  Awareness O ff ic e  shou ld  have th e  a u th o r i ty  t o  h e lp  

change c u rr ic u lu m  so  t h a t  c u l t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  n o t 

be  p la c e d  In  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  f e e l in g  t h a t  th e  sc h o o l c o n s id e rs  

t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  I n f e r i o r  o r  seco n d ary  to  th e  m a jo r i t y 's  c u l t u r e .

6 . The S t a te  o f  M ichigan sh o u ld  p la c e  a b le  In d ia n  p e o p le  I n  key 

p o s i t io n s  o f  power I n  e d u c a tio n .

7 . A s tu d y  sh o u ld  b e  conducted  to  m easure th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l  s u p p o r t  system  p r e s e n t ly  I n  u se  I n  th e  p u b l ic  c o l ­

le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  th o s e  sy stem s which w ere i d e n t i f i e d  a s  

b e in g  m ost e f f e c t i v e  sh o u ld  be  im plem ented a t  a l l  s c h o o ls .
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Economic S u p p o rt Hecom nendatlons

1 .  She S ta te  o f  M ichigan sh o u ld  c r e a t e  a  fund  t h a t  would h e lp  m in i­

m ize o r  e l im in a te  t h e  economic re a so n s  f o r  In d ia n s  d ro p p in g  o u t 

o f  s c h o o l. T h is  fu n d  would s e rv e  a s  p a r t i a l  com pensation  f o r  I n d i ­

an  lan d s  o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  in e q u i ta b le  t r e a t i e s .

2 . lh e  S ta te  o f  M ichigan D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  sh o u ld  b e g in  a  p ro ­

gram o f  in fo rm in g  In d ia n  and o th e r  m in o r ity  c u l tu r e  s tu d e n ts  o f  

so u rc e s  o f  economic su p p o r t p r e s e n t ly  a v a i la b l e .

C u l tu r a l  L if e  S ty le  S u p p o rt Recommendations

1 .  Ih e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  sh o u ld  b e g in  r e s e a rc h  i n t o  th e  "whys" 

o f  th e  d is c r e p a n c ie s  In  r a c i a l  d rop  o u t r a t e s ,  pay in g  p a r t i c u l a r  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls ' su p p o r t o f  d i f f e r i n g  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  

s t y l e s .

2 . The c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  In d ia n s  sh o u ld  be acconm odated by th e  

p u b lic  c o lle g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ichigan a s  i t  i s  b e g in n in g  

t o  be  f o r  o th e r  r a c i a l  m in o r i t i e s .

3 . Ih e  p u b lic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  M ichigan sh o u ld  b eg in  

a c t iv e ly  o f f e r in g  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  th e  In d ia n  p o p u la t io n  o f  

M ichigan so  t h a t  o th e r  c u l t u r a l  g roups r e p re s e n te d  on t h e i r  cam­

pus can have a  chance  t o  o b se rv e  and l e a r n  from  th e  I n d ia n s .

*Ihe p u b lic  c o l le g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  sh o u ld  a c t iv e ly  become in ­

vo lved  i n  th e  f i g h t  t o  m a in ta in  th e  c u l t u r a l  leg en d s o f  In d ia n s

by d e v e lo p in g  l i b r a r i e s  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r a l  le g e n d s  and c u l t u r e .
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G en era l R eccm nendatlons

1 . T h is  s tu d y  sh o u ld  be  r e p l i c a t e d  i n  su b seq u en t y e a rs  t o  m easure 

any In c re a s e  o r  d e c re a se  In  aw areness o f  I n d ia n s ' need3 o r  changes 

In  th e  program s o r  p o l i c i e s  e f f e c t i n g  them.

2* The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  sh o u ld  b e  p u b lish e d  and made a v a i la b le  

t o  In d ia n  p e o p le  and sc h o o ls  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n .

3. The sc h o o ls  w hich d id  n o t  resp o n d  to  th e  su rv ey  sh o u ld  be p o l le d  

f o r  t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f  aw areness a s  o u t l in e d  i n  t h i s  s tu d y , b o th  a s  

an a id  to  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  and f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  

In  g e n e ra l .

N eig h b o rin g  s t a t e s ,  such  a s  W isconsin  and M in n eso ta , sh o u ld  be  

s tu d ie d  to  d e te rm in e  t h e i r  aw areness o f  th e  needs o f  In d ia n  s t u ­

d e n ts  and o f  program s f o r  m ee tin g  th o se  n eed s .

5 . The S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  sh o u ld  im m edia te ly  b e g in  an I n v e s t i ­

g a t io n  I n to  th e  h ig h  d ro p  o u t r a t e s  o f  In d ia n s  In  e lem en ta ry  and 

secondary  s c h o o ls .  T hl3  s tu d y  sh o u ld  develop  means o f  re d u c in g  

t h i s  r a t e  w hich would be In a u g u ra te d  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  tim e p o s s ib le .

6 . The p u b lic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s t a t e  a u th o r iz in g  agen­

c ie s  in v o lv e d , sh o u ld  Im m ediately  c e a se  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  e x c a v a tio n  

o f  In d ia n  s i t e s  u n le s s  th e  e x c a v a tio n  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t In  a  m anner 

w hich w i l l  in s u r e  th e  im p o rta n t c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g io u s  o b je c ts  o f  

In d ia n s  a r e  r e tu r n e d  t o  them  when found .
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APPENDIX A

P u b lic  C o lle g e s , U n iv e r s i t i e s ,  and  Community C o lle g es  S tu d ie d  w ith  t h e i r
L o ca tio n s  by C o u n tie s .

NAME OP SCHOOL COUNTY

A lpena Comnunity C o lleg e Alpena
Bay de Hoc Comnunity C o lleg e D e lta
C e n tr a l  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty I s a b e l l a
D e lta  C o lleg e Saginaw
E a s te rn  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty Washtenaw
P e r r i s  S ta te  C o lleg e M ecosta
G enesee Community C o lleg e Genesee
Glen Oaks Comnunity C o lleg e S t .  Jo sep h
Gogebic Comnunity C o lleg e Gogebic
Grand R apids J u n io r  C o lleg e Kent
Grand V a lle y  S t a te  C o lleg e O ttaw a
Henry Ford  Comnunity C o lleg e Wayne
H ighland  P ark  C o lleg e Wayne
Jack so n  Comnunity C o lleg e Jack so n
Kalamazoo V a lle y  Comnunity C o lleg e Kalamazoo
K ellogg  Comnunity C o lle g e Calhoun
K irk la n d  Comnunity C o lleg e Rosccrmon
Lake M ichigan C o llege B e rr ie n
Lake S u p e r io r  S t a te  C o lleg e Chippewa
L ansing  Comnunity C o lleg e Ingham
Macomb County Comnunity C o llege Macomb
M ichigan S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty Ingham
M ichigan T e c h n o lo g ic a l U n iv e rs i ty Houghton
M id-M ichigan Comnunity C o lleg e C la re
Monroe County Comnunity C o lleg e Monroe
Montcalm Comnunity C o lleg e Montcalm
Muskegon County Comnunity C o lleg e Muskegon
N orth  C e n tra l  M ichigan C o lleg e Ehmet
N o rth ern  M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty M arquette
N orthw estern  M ichigan C o lleg e Grand T ra v e rse
Oakland Comnunity C o lleg e Oakland
Oakland U n iv e rs i ty Oakland
Saginaw V a lley  S ta te  C o lleg e Saginaw
S t .  C l a i r  County Comnunity C o lleg e S t .  C la i r
S c h o o lc ra f t  C o lleg e Wayne
S ou thw estern  M ichigan C o lleg e Cass
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  M ichigan Washtenaw
Washtenaw Community C o lleg e Washtenaw
Wayne S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty Wayne
W estern M ichigan U n iv e rs i ty Kalamazoo
West Shore Comnunity C o lleg e Mason
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LETIER TO ADMISSION OFFICERS

March 10 , 1972

To A dm ission O f f ic e r s  
o f  M ichigan P u b lic  
C o lleg es  an d  U n iv e r s i t i e s

D ear S i r :

I  am c o n d u c tin g  a  su rvey  t o  d e te rm in e  th e  e x te n t  to  w hich M ichigan  

p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  s u p p o r t  u n d e rg ra d u a te  American In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  program s once th e y  a r e  a d m itte d  t o  th e s e  e d u c a t io n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The su rv e y  i s  f o r  th e  sc h o o l y e a r  Septem ber 1971 -  May o r  Ju n e  1972. 

I t  co v ers  f o u r  a r e a s :  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n ,  e d u c a t io n a l  s u p p o r t ,  econom ic 

s u p p o r t ,  and  l i f e - s t y l e  su p p o r t .  Cnee t h i s  In fo rm a tio n  i s  c o l l e c t e d ,  i t  

w i l l  be assem bled  i n t o  d i s s e r t a t i o n  fo rm , and upon a c c e p ta n c e , i t  w i l l  

be  made a v a i la b le  t o  American In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

My re a so n s  f o r  th e  s tu d y  a re  two f o l d .  F i r s t , t o  g a th e r  to g e th e r  in  

one p la c e  in fo rm a tio n  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  who may w ish  to  a t t e n d  c o l le g e s  

and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  H o p e fu lly , b r in g in g  t h i s  in fo rm a tio n  to g e th e r  w i l l  make 

i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  them t o  a p p ra is e  th e  k in d s  o f  su p p o r t a v a i la b le  t o  them 

f r a n  d i f f e r e n t  M ichigan c o lle g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  w hich a r e  p u b l ic  and 

s t a t e  su p p o r te d . My second  re a so n  i s  t h a t  in fo rm a tio n  g a th e re d  sh o u ld  

h e lp  th e  p u b l ic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  become aw are o f  American In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  and  means o f  su p p o r tin g  t h e i r  a t te n d a n c e .

C b v io u s ly , th e  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  t h i s  in fo rm a tio n  i s  g o in g  

to  be  l im i te d  u n le s s  a l l  p u b lic  c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  In c lu d e d .

I  would a p p re c ia te  i t  i f  you would f i l l  o u t ,  a s  c o m p le te ly  a s  p o s s ib l e ,
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th e s e  q u e s t io n s  and prom ptly  r e tu r n  them  t o  me, u s in g  th e  e n c lo se d  r e tu r n  

e n v e lo p e .

I  have chosen  t h i s  to p ic  w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  my d o c to r a l  c o m n itte e , 

b ecau se  I  f e e l  i t  i s  r e le v a n t  t o  th e  n e ed s  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  and i n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l  aw areness o f  seme o f  th e  problem s su rro u n d in g  them i n  t h e i r  a tte m p ts  

to  f u r t h e r  th em se lv e s . H o p e fu lly , you have  re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  F ebru­

a ry  1 7 , from  In d ia n  C crnn issioner Mackety e n d o rs in g  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .

Thank you ,

Jo h n  C la g e t t
110 N. P o s te r  S t r e e t
L an s in g , M ichigan 48912
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QUESTIONNAIRE

T here  a r e  many d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  Am erican In d ia n  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  
p r e s e n t ly .  T hese v a ry  from  s e l f -p ro c la m a t io n  ( I  am an  In d ia n )  t o  f u l l -  
b lo o d ed  m em bership and r e g i s t r a t i o n  on a  re c o g n iz e d  t r i b a l  r o l l .  Prom 
th e  fo llo w in g  q u e s t io n s ,  I  w ish  t o  d e te rm in e  how y o u r I n s t i t u t i o n  de­
f in e s  who I s  and  who I s  n o t  an  Am erican In d ia n .

DEFINITION OF INDIAN

1 . P le a s e  i n d ic a t e  how y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  d e f in e s  who i s  an  A m erican In ­
d ia n  f o r  r a c i a l  c o u n t p u rp o se s . (C i r c le  a p p r o p r ia te  r e s p o n s e s . )  I f  
y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  u s e s  a  v a r i e ty  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  c o u n t­
in g  I n d ia n s ,  p le a s e  i n d ic a t e  w hich  means a r e  u sed  f o r  w hich  p u rp o se .

P urpose

. A. We do n o t  co n d u c t r a c i a l  c o u n ts  
o f  I n d ia n s .

B. By s e l f - p r o c la m a t io n  ( s tu d e n ts  
d e c la r e  th e m se lv e s  In d ia n  and no 
o t h e r  means i s  u s e d ) .

C. By th e  p e r  c e n t  o f  In d ia n  b lo o d  
n eed ed  f o r  an  I n d iv id u a l  t o  be 
r e c o g n iz e d  a s  In d ia n :

100 75 50 25 12 1/2

D. By p ro o f  by l i s t i n g  on a  t r i b a l  
r o l l .

Ye3 No

E . Someone o th e r  th a n  th e  in d iv id u a l  
h im s e l f  t e l l s  you  who i s  an  I n d ia n .

Yes No

P . Seme o th e r  sy stem  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  
i s  u se d . P le a s e  d e s c r ib e :

N a tio n a l  and  s t a t e  s t u d i e s  o f  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  have  shown t h a t  th e y  a r e  
on th e  a v e rag e  two t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e h in d  n a t i o n a l  norms on d i f f e r e n t  ap­
t i t u d e  t e s t  m easurem ents. T h is  may in d ic a t e  t h a t  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  may, on 
th e  a v e ra g e , e x p e c t d i f f i c u l t y  i n  com peting  i n  c o l le g e  l e v e l  c l a s s e s .  In
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t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s tio n s *  I  w ish  t o  l e a r n  w hat su p p o rt sy s te m  y o u r  
s c h o o l u se s  t o  a id  t h e  u n d e ra c h ie v in g  s t u d e n t ,  in c lu d in g  I n d ia n s .

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

1 . Does y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  h av e :

A. S p e c ia l  c l a s s e s  f o r  u n d e ra c h ie v e rs  I n :

(1) None (5) Mathematics
(2 ) R eading  (6 ) T e c h n ic a l  c a r e e r  c o u rses
(3 )  W ritin g  (7) O th er— p le a s e  d e s c r ib e :
(5 ) E n g lish

B. P ro b a tio n a ry  a d m iss io n s  f o r  low a p t i t u d e  s tu d e n ts  l a s t i n g :

(1 )  None
(2 ) One Busmer o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work
(3 ) Che te rm  o r  s e m e s te r  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work 
(5 ) Two te rm s  o r  s e m e s te rs  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work
(5 ) Che s c h o o l  y e a r  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  work
(6 ) O ther— p le a s e  d e s c r ib e :

C. T u to rs  f o r  low  ach ievem en t s tu d e n ts :  YeB No
I f  y e s :

(1 ) F re e  o f  ch arg e
(2 )  Nominal c h a rg es
(3 )  S l id in g  s c a le  a c c o rd in g  t o  a b i l i t y  t o  pay

D. O th e r  e d u c a t io n a l  s u p p o r t  system s f o r  low ach ievem en t s tu d e n ts :

Yes No I f  y e s ,  p l e a s e  d e s c r ib e :

F o r  many s t u d e n t s ,  th e  c o s t  o f  g o ing  t o  c o l l e g e  p la y s  a  b ig g e r  r o l e  i n  
d e te rm in in g  t h e i r  e n tr y  i n t o  and su b se q u e n t a b i l i t y  t o  s t a y  i n  th a n  does 
any  academ ic f a c t o r .  In d ia n s  a s  a  r a c i a l  m in o r i ty  n a t i o n a l l y  e a rn  l e s s  
th a n  o n e -h a l f  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p o v e r ty .  T h is  s e r i e s  o f  q u e s ­
t i o n s  s e e k s  t o  d e f in e  th e  econom ic s u p p o r t  sy s tem s u sed  t o  r e l i e v e  e co ­
nom ic p roblem s b a r r i n g  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts  from  g ra d u a tio n .

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

1 . Are s c h o la r s h ip s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  I n d ia n  s tu d e n ts  a v a i l a b l e  a t  y o u r  
sc h o o l?

Yes No How many?
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Do th e y  pay f o r :

a .  T u it io n
b .  T u i t io n ,  ro a n  and  b o a rd
c .  T u i t io n ,  ro a n , b o a rd  and expenses

2 . Are th e r e  W ork-Study program s s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n s  a v a i la b le  a t  
y o u r  sc h o o l?

Yes No How many?

3. Are s tu d e n t  lo a n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n s  a v a i la b le  a t  y o u r sch o o l?

No Yes—  a .  a t  no I n t e r e s t
b .  a t  3e s s  th a n  5% I n t e r e s t
c .  a t  more th a n  5% I n t e r e s t

4 . P le a s e  I n d ic a te  o th e r  so u rc e s  o f  econom ic su p p o r t s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  
In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  a t  y o u r sc h o o l:

Many I n s t i t u t i o n s  I n  o u r  s o c ie ty  re c o g n iz e  r a c i a l  g roups a s  e x h ib i t in g  
c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e s  w o rth  s u p p o r tin g  o f f i c i a l l y .  The s e r i e s  o f  ques­
t io n s  below  se e k  t o  d e f in e  how yo u r i n s t i t u t i o n  s u p p o r ts  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  
In  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  f o r  American In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .

CULTURAL LIFE STYLE OPPORTUNITIES

1 . Does y o u r c o l le g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  have an  In d ia n  C u l tu r a l  C e n te r  o r  
g a th e r in g  p la c e ?

Yes No

2 . Does y o u r c o l le g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  re c o g n iz e  a  c lu b  o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  
In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  on campus?

Ye3 No

3 . Does your c o l le g e  o r  u n iv e r s i ty  p ro v id e  c u l t u r a l  aw areness o f  In d ia n s  
th ro u g h  program s on a  s p e c i a l  d ay , w eek, o r  month?

No Yes Which o n e (s )?

4 . Are In d ia n  c o n fe re n c e s  and m ee tin g s encouraged  t o  u se  y o u r f a c i l i t i e s ?  

Yes No

I f  Y es, how many tim e s  have th e  f a c i l i t i e s  been  used  t h i s  y e a r  so  f a r  
f o r  In d ia n  c o n fe re n c e s  and  m ee tings?
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5 . Are f u l l - t e m  c la s s e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  y o u r  sc h o o l d e a l in g  w ith  In d ia n  
c u l tu r e  a s  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  fo cu s?

No Y es, I n :  a .  A nthropology
b .  H is to ry
c .  S o c io lo g y
d .  E d u c a tio n
e .  O th e r—p le a s e  s p e c i f y :

6 .  Do you  employ s t a f f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts ?

No Y es, I n :  a .  C o u n se lo rs  f o r  a d ju s tm e n t
b .  C o u n se lo rs  f o r  c a r e e r  g u id an c e
c .  R ecru itm en t
d .  In d ia n  a c t i v i t y  c o o rd in a to r s
e .  O th e r—p le a s e  s p e c i f y :

7 . P le a s e  I n d ic a te  any s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  t h e  p e rs o n n e l i n  Q u e s tio n  6 may 
have had  f o r  t h e i r  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n s .

S t a f f  P o s i t io n  T ra in in g

(1 )  She o r  he  I s  an  In d ia n
( 2 )
(3 )  S p e c ia l  c o u rse  w ork a b o u t In d ia n s
(*0
(5 )  Y ears o f  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  In d ia n s

8 . O th e r  l i f e  s t y l e  s u p p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  y o u r  c o l le g e  o r  u n i­
v e r s i t y :
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STATE OP MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OP SOCIAL SERVICES

MEMORANDUM

D ate : F eb ru ary  17* 1972

To: S t a t e  T ax-S upported  C o lleg es  and U n iv e r s i t i e s

Prom: Samuel T . M ackety, E x ecu tiv e  D ir e c to r
C onm lsslon on In d ia n  A f f a ir s  
1020 Cormerce C en te r B u ild in g  
L an s in g , M ichigan *18933

I  have looked  a t  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  form and q u e s t io n n a ir e  Mr. John 

C la g e t t  i s  u s in g  to  g a th e r  p a s t  In fo rm a tio n  from  th e  M ichigan p u b lic  

c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .

Mr. C la g e tt  i s  a  3 tu d e n t a t  M ichigan S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  I  f e e l  t h a t  

th e  d a ta  g a th e re d  c o u ld  be  v e ry  u s e f u l  t o  th e  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  who may 

l a t e r  a t te n d  one o f  th e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

T h e re fo re , i t  i s  my s in c e r e  d e s i r e  t h a t  Mr. C la g e t t  r e c e iv e  an u l t i ­

m ate d eg ree  o f  c o o p e ra tio n  from  o u r c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  a s  he seeks 

t h i s  In fo rm a tio n .

STM/ms



APPENDIX B

RATIONALE OP THE TOPICS STUDIED 

D e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  T op ics S tu d ie d

P our m a jo r to p ic s  w ere su rv ey ed  w ith  t h e  I n t e n t  o f  sam pling  th e  

I n s t i t u t i o n s '  su p p o r t o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts .  No a tte m p t was 

made to  in c lu d e  a l l  th e  ways a  sc h o o l c o u ld  accom plish  t h i s  s u p p o r t ;  e ach  

s e c t io n  d id  p ro v id e  an  o p tio n  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  comments o r  In fo rm a tio n  In  

c a se  th e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t io n  d id  n o t  f i t  th e  su p p o r t a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  I n s t i tu t i o n *

D e f in i t io n  o f  In d ia n

I t  i s  Im p o rta n t t o  some I n d iv id u a ls  who a t t e n d  p u b lic  I n s t i t u t i o n s  

t o  m a in ta in  an  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  f o r  re a so n s  o f  p r id e  and s e l f - e s te e m ;  th e n  

i t  becomes Im p o rta n t t h a t  th e  p u b l ic  I n s t i t u t i o n s  d e te rm in e  r a c i a l  id e n ­

t i t y  a c c u ra te ly .  T here I s  a  g e n e ra l  b e l i e f  among M ichigan In d ia n s  t h a t  

th e  sc h o o ls  do n o t h e lp  w ith  a c c u ra te  c o u n ts  o f  In d ia n s  b ecau se  th e  te c h ­

n iq u e s  used  t o  d e te rm in e  who i s  and who i s  n o t  an In d ia n  a re  a r b i t r a r y .

I t  i s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  a t  many sc h o o ls  anyone, r e g a r d le s s  o f  r a c i a l  h e r i ­

t a g e ,  can c la im  th em se lv es t o  b e  an In d ia n  s im p ly  by p u t t in g  a  check  In  

th e  a p p ro p r ia te  box on r e g i s t r a t i o n  form s s u p p l ie d  by th e  s c h o o ls .  T h is  

m ethod o f  d e te rm in in g  who i s  an  In d ia n  som etim es r e s u l t s  I n  p e o p le  who 

canno t l e g i t im a te ly  c la im  an  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  check ing  th e  box f o r  v a r i ­

ous m o tiv a tio n s .

A nother means t h a t  s c h o o ls  u se  t o  d e te rm in e  who i s  an In d ia n  i s  t o  

have some o f f i c i a l  o f  th e  sc h o o l I n d ic a te  from  h i s  own knowledge w hich

77
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s tu d e n ts  a r e  I n d ia n s .  T h is  m ethod i s  th o u g h t t o  b e  in a c c u r a te  b e ca u se  o f  

t h e  l im i t a t i o n s  on th e  a s s e s s o r 's  know ledge o f  each  in d iv id u a l  In d ia n .

Many gov ern m en ta l u n i t s  u se  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  b e in g  a t  l e a s t  o n e -  

q u a r t e r  In d ia n  b lo o d  and b e in g  l i s t e d  on a  re c o g n iz e d  t r i b a l  r o l l  a s  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  I n d ia n .  At p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  seems t o  b e  th e  m ost a c c e p ta b le  

d e f i n i t i o n  among M ichigan I n d ia n s .  Some i n s t i t u t i o n s  u se  o n e -e ig h th  

b lo o d  a s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  c la im in g  o n e s e l f  an  I n d ia n ;  how ever, t h i s  d e f i n i ­

t i o n  i s  n o t  a s  w id e ly  a c c e p te d  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  tim e  a s  i s  o n e -q u a r te r  

b lo o d .

The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  In d ia n  u se d  by p u b l ic  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and  

com nunity  c o l le g e s  i s  an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  b e c a u se  i f  some­

one w ish e s  t o  g a in  o r  m a in ta in  an  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  t o  

hav e  a  u n i f o m  s ta n d a rd  by w hich  to  m easure  o n e s e l f .  C o n se q u e n tly , i f  a  

p e rso n  ta k e s  p r id e  i n  th e  r i g h t  t o  c a l l  h im s e lf  a n  I n d ia n ,  and  t h a t  i n d i ­

v id u a l  i s  p la c e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  w here i n s t i t u t i o n s  u se  a r b i t r a r y  means o f  

d e te rm in in g  who i s  I n d ia n ,  h i s  p r id e  i n  h i s  i d e n t i t y  i s  p la c e d  i n  J e o p a r ­

dy .

The q u e s t io n s  r e l a t i n g  to  w hat m eans p u b l ic  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e ­

g e s  u se  t o  d e te rm in e  w hich o f  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  a r e  In d ia n s  a r e  l in k e d  t o  

th e  s u p p o r t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  g iv e  t o  an  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y .  The i d e n t i t y ,  i f  

d e te rm in e d  a c c u r a t e ly ,  becomes a  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t o  w hich  a  h e r i ­

ta g e  o f  p r id e  and  h o n o r can  be  a t t a c h e d .  I f  a r b i t r a r y  d e te rm in a tio n s  

r a t h e r  th a n  a c c u r a te  a s se s sm e n ts  a r e  u se d , th e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p e rs o n a l  

p r id e  i s  d im in ish e d .

E d u c a tio n a l O p p o r tu n it ie s

The second  s e c t io n  o f  q u e s t io n s  i n  th e  su rv e y  i s  co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  

means t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u se  t o  e d u c a t io n a l ly  s u p p o r t  In d ia n s  a t te n d in g
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t h e i r  s c h o o ls .  An a tte m p t I s  made t o  d e te rm in e  hew each  i n s t i t u t i o n  un­

d e r ta k e s  e d u c a tio n a l  s u p p o r t  program s f o r  a  r a c i a l l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g roup  

o f  s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h  s p e c i f i c  c o u rs e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  n e e d s . The r e a l i t y  

o f  b e in g  an  In d ia n  and p ro b a b le  co n seq u en t h e r i t a g e  o f  th e  n e g a t iv e  i n ­

f lu e n c e  o f  p o v e rty  can  p la c e  s tu d e n ts  a t  a  d is a d v a n ta g e  e d u c a t io n a l ly  in  

s c h o o ls  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . T h is  f a c t  does n o t  Im ply  a. r a c i a l  la c k  o f  

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  com petent perfo rm ance  i n  sc h o o l;  r a t h e r  i t  im p lie s  a  h i s ­

to r y  o f  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n ity  a s  p o in te d  o u t  p re v io u s ly  

i n  th e  f in d in g s  o f  e m p ir ic a l  r e s e a r c h .

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  m ost f r e q u e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  

and seco n d a ry  sc h o o l r e c o rd s  o f  I n d ia n s ,  a s  w e ll  a s  o th e r  Im p o v erish ed  

s t u d e n t s ,  i s  t o  c h a r a c te r i z e  them  a s  low  a c h ie v e r s .  T h is  l a b e l  im p l ie s ,  

t o  many s c h o o l o f f i c i a l s ,  a  la c k  o f  c a p a c i ty  i n  t h e  s tu d e n ts ;  r a r e l y  i s  

i t  I n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  e le m e n ta ry  and  seco n d ary  

s c h o o l p e rs o n n e l  a s  h a v in g  f a i l e d  by n o t  p ro v id in g  c u r r i c u l a r  o p p o r tu n i­

t i e s  f o r  B uccess r e l a t e d  t o  th e  needs o f  c u l t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s tu d e n ts .  

C o n se q u e n tly , th e  s tu d e n ts —r a t h e r  th a n  s c h o o ls—a r e  h e ld  a t  f a u l t  f o r  

la c k  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  " s u c c e s s ."

The q u e s t io n s  on e d u c a t io n a l  s u p p o r t  r e f l e c t  and  s o l i c i t  in fo rm a tio n  

a b o u t s p e c i f i c  e d u c a t io n a l  su p p o rt program s in  th e  c o l le g e s  and  u n iv e r ­

s i t i e s .

Economic O p p o r tu n it ie s

The t h i r d  m ajo r s e c t i o n  o f  th e  su rv e y  co v e rs  econom ic o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

p ro v id e d  by  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  an  In d ia n  i d e n t i t y  

an d  th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p o v e r ty  was p o in te d  o u t i n  C h ap te r I I .  Many a u th ­

o r i t i e s  s tu d y in g  In d ia n  n e ed s  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  b e l i e v e
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t h a t  g ra d u a tio n  i s  o f te n  p re v e n te d  by  economic prob lem s r a t h e r  th a n  by 

e d u c a tio n a l  i n a b i l i t y .  The q u e s t io n s  i n  t h i s  s e c t io n  se e k  t o  d e te rm in e  

th e  economic s u p p o r t  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a v a i la b le  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  In d ia n  

s tu d e n ts  i n  p u b l ic  o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .

C u l tu r a l  L if e  S ty le  O p p o r tu n itie s

The fo u r th  m a jo r  s e c t io n  in  t h i s  su rv ey  d e a ls  w ith  s u p p o r t oppo r­

t u n i t i e s  f o r  an  I n d ia n ’s  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e .  I n c r e a s in g ly ,  i n  r e c e n t  

y e a r s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  have re c o g n iz e d  th e  im p o rtan ce  

o f  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  f o r  s tu d e n ts  o f  r a c i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  h e r i t a g e .  The 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u p p o r t  t h i s  i d e n t i t y  by  p ro v id in g  aw areness d a y s , m ee tin g  

sp a c e , c u r r i c u l a r  p ro g ram s, and th e  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  u se  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  n o n -s tu d e n t a c t i v i t i e s  prom oting  c u l t u r a l  a w are n ess .

Many s c h o o ls  new r e c o g i iz e  a  B lack  s tu d e n t  o r g a n iz a t io n  o r  B lack  

s tu d ie s  program . T h is  su rv e y  a tte m p ts  t o  d ev e lo p  In fo rm a tio n  t h a t  shows 

how th e  I n s t i t u t i o n  e x te n d s  t h i s  aw areness o f  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  s t y l e  t o  I n ­

d ia n s  i n  a tte n d a n c e  a t  t h e i r  s c h o o ls .


