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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

P r o b l e m

The p r e s e n t  r o l e  o f  t h e  ( school  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  i s  i n

n p r o c e s s  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  To g a i n  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c h a n g e s

w h i c h  a r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  S t a t e  P r o g r a m

f o r  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  M e n t a l l y  H a n d i c a p p e d  w h i c h  was  i n i t i a t e d  b y

t h e  M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  19^9  b y  A c t  2 l h . The

t i t l e ,  " S c h o o l  D i a g n o s t i c i a n  f o r  t h e  M e n t a l l y  H a n d i c a p p e d  P r o g r a m , "

was s e l e c t e d  i n  1 osB f o r  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g

c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d .

The f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  D i a g n o s t i c i a n  wns d e s c r i b e d  i n  a  M i c h i g a n

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  m o n o g r n p h  ( i h ' j f l )  a s  f o l l o w s :

The  Dchool  D i a g n o s t i c i a n  h a s  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  
c h i l d r e n  r e f e r r e d  a s  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  M e n t a l l y  H a n d i c a p p e d  
P r o g r a m s  . . . .  The  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  m e n t a l l y  
h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  i s  t h e  c h i e f  t u s k  o f  t h e  Mehool  D i a g n o s t i c i a n .

As, r e c e n t l y  a s  l ‘>66 t h e  M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c ­

t i o n  i n  a  m o n o g r a p h  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Dchool  D i a g n o s t i c i a n  " s e r v e s  

o n l y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  m e m b e r s h i p  who a r e  r e f e r r e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  

m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  p u p i l s .  He m u s t  s e r v e  t h e  m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  

p r o g r a m  f u l 1 t i m e . "

D u r i n g  t h e  ] o 6 o ' s  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  i n  M i c h i g a n  f a c e d  many 

p r o b l e m s .  I t  was a p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  n u mb e r  o f  s c h o o l

1



2

p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  Many s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  f e l t  f r u s t r a t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

w e r e  l i m i t e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  o n l y  i n  t h e  m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  p r o g r a m  w h i l e  

t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  h a d  p r e p a r e d  t he m f o r  b r o a d e r  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s .  

The I 9 6 0 ' s saw M i c h i g a n  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t wo  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l  g r o u p s :  The M i c h i g a n  S o c i e t y  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a f f i l i a t e d

w i t h  t h e  M i c h i g a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  o f  E d u c a t o r  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  M i c h i g a n  E d u c a t i o n  

A s s o c i a t i o n .

T h r e e  e v e n t s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  s i n c e  1 9 7 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  i n  M i c h i g a n  a n d  h a v e  h e l p e d  t o  p r e ­

c i p i t a t e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  I ' o l e .  The  f i r s t  w a s  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  

M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  1979 w h i c h  d i s s o l v e d  

t h e  two  p r e v i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s .  3ro r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  M i c h i g a n ,  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e .

T h e  s e c o n d  e v e n t  was t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  M a n d a t o r y  S p e c i a l  

E d u c a t i o n  b i l l  i n  December  o f  1 9 7 1 ,  m a k i n g  G p e c i u l  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  

m a n d a t o r y  f o r  a l l  p h y s i c a l l y ,  e m o t i o n a l l y ,  and  m e n t a l l y  h a n d i e n p p e d  

c h i l d r e n  by t h e  P a l i  o f  1973 .

The  t h i r d  e v e n t  was  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  House  b i l l .  w h i c h  become

P u b l i c  haw 393 on J a n u a r y  9 ,  1973* T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e d  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  a l 1 c h i l d r e n  and  e f f e c t i v e l y  c h a n g e d  

t h e  t i t l e  S c h o o l  D i a g n o s t i c i a n  f o r  t h e  M e n t a l l y  H a n d i e n p p e d  P r o g r a m  t o  

t h a t  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t .

The  m a n d a t o r y  b i l l  and  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  

b i l l  d i d  n o t , h o w e v e r ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o ] o g i s t . The l e g i s l a t i o n  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  e x p a n d i n g
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t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  t o  i n c l u d e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  a l l  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  a n y  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .

C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a r e  a l s o  t a k i n g  

p l a c e  on a  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  J o h n  G u i d e r b a l d i  ( 3 9 7 3 ,  p .  l )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

" s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  f u l l  b l o w n  i d e n t i t y  c r i s i s . "  Ho 

c o n t i n u e s ,  " . . .  n o  w e l l  i n t e g r a t e d  o r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t e s t e d  r o l e s  

e m e r g e  a s  c l e a r l y  r e l e v a n t  a n d  f e a s i b l e  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y . "

C a t t e r a l  and  h i n d s  ( 1 9 7 2 ,  p .  15 )  i n  s p e a k i n g  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

s t a t e ,  " A l t h o u g h  e d u c a t o r s  s t i l l  d e s i r e  t o  make u s e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  

t a l e n t s  a n d  s k i l l s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  i t  i s  b e c o m i n g  e v i d e n t  t h a t  

we n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  new p u b l i c  i mnge  o f  how we w i l l  b e s t  b e  a b l e  t o  

f i l l  a  f e l t  n e e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m . "  F a r l i n g  ( 1 9 7 J ,  p .  3 ) ,  a  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  s t a t e s ,  " W h e t h e r  o u r  s e r v i c e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  D i e  f u t u r e  i s  r e a l l y  q u e s t i o n a b l e . "

T h i s  t u r m o i l  i s  d u e  t o  many c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  w i t h i n  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  n a t i o n a l l y .  E m p h a s i s  u p o n  i n t e g r a t i n g  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  m a i n ­

s t r e a m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  s u g g e s t e d  by Dunn (19611) h a s  c r e a t e d  t h e  n e e d  t o  

p l a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  on an  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  p r e s c r i p ­

t i v e  b a s i s .  The  r e s o u r c e  room c o n c e p t  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  

i n t o  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  The  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  p r o g r a m m i n g  f o r  

l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  p e r c e p t u a l  h a n d i c a p s ,  and  e m o t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s  h a s  

o p e n e d  a  g a p  i n  s e r v i c e s  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  may f i t .

New u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  IQ a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  upon  

c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g  ( C o l e m a n ,  1 9 6 (1) h a s  c r e a t e d  new p r o b l e m s  i n  

e d u c a t i o n .



h

C h a n g e s  i n  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a l s o  h a v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  B n p h a s i s  u p o n  i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r e a t e r  

f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  p r o g r a m s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  new o p t i o n s  

f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e  room p r o g r a m s ,  t e a c h e r  a i d e s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  

i n s t r u c t i o n .  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  h a s  b e e n  

p l a c e d  u p o n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  r e g u l a r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  c a n  no  

l o n g e r  d i s m i s s  " p r o b l e m "  c h i l d r e n  a s  r e a d i l y .

The  c o u r t s  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  m a k i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  

c h a n g e s  w h i c h  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

B o s s ,  c t  a l . ( 1 9 7 1 )  h a v e  s u m m a r i z e d  some o f  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s :

1.  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  m u s t  t e n t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  l a n g u a g e .

( P i a n n  v .  C a l i f o r n i a  C t n t c  H o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 7 0 )

T.  T r a c k i n g  s y s t e m s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n G t  t h e

s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e m .  ( Hobson  v .  H a n s e n ,  1 9 67 )

8.  P a r e n t s  m u s t  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  m a j o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  w h i c h  

a f f e c t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  ( A r r e o l a  v .  C a l i f o r n i a  B o a r d  o f  

E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 6 8 )  ' "*rf>

A new e m p h a s i s  u p o n  " d u e  p r o c e s s "  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  g r o w i n g  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s .  I t  I s  c l e a r  t h a t  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  m u s t  l e a r n  how t o  u s e  t h e  l aw t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

c h i l d r e n  and  a v o i d  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  o r  

t h e i r  p a r e n t s .

Heed f o r  t h e  Ht u d y  

l l i e  p r e c e d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  p o i n t s  o u t  some o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  

p l a c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  M i c h i g a n  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y  w h i c h  h a v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s
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f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  i s  b e c o m i n g  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  

M i c h i g a n  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  r e d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  

t h e  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  s t u d y  i s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  

p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r o l e .  Tt  h a s  i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a ­

t i o n s  a s  f o l l o w s :

1.  F o r  t h e  f t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n . — I t  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  r e l e ­

v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  and  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  and s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s . I t  s h o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  o v e r a l l  G t a t e  

p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  p r o g r a m  b y  p o i n t i n g  o u t  a r e a s  i n  

w h i c h  t h e  r o l e  i s  c h a n g i n g .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  p l a n n i n g  

s t a t e - w i d e  i n s e r v i c e  m e e t i n g s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a r e a s  i n  w h i c h  G k i l l s  a n d  c o m p e t e n c i e s  n e e d  

t o  h e  i m p r o v e d .

P.  F o r  U n i v e r s i t y  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m s . — W i t h  i n c r e a s e d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

how t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h o s e  o u t  i n  t h e  

f i e l d ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w i l l  h e  e n a b l e d  t o  b e t t e r  a s s e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

t h e i r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  and  p o s s i b l y  t o  d e v e l o p  new 

t r a i n i n g  m o d e l s  and  i n s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .

i .  F o r  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s . — I t  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r ­

c e i v e d  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  W i t h  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  wha t  k i n d s  

o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o
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p e r f o r m  a s  p e r c e i v e d  "by b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  i m p r o v e  u p o n  t h e  

d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s .

•4 . F o r  r . c hoo l  P s y c h o l o g i n t n . —  Tt  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  e n a b l e  t hem t o  c r i t i c a l l y  r e v i e w  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  

t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  by p o i n t i n g  

o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  p e r ­

c e i v e d  by  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t , : ’. ,  i t  s h o u l d  h e l p  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s 1 r o l e  and  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h a t  r o l e .

A b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t ,  r u l e  p e r c e p t i o n s  h o l d  

b y  t h e  r . chool  p s y e h o l o g  i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  

h o p e f u l l y  l e a l  t . . i m p r ov e d  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  g r o u p s .  l l i i s  

s t u d y ,  by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  many 

v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  :i c h o o l  p s y c h o ] o g i s t , s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  b e t t e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  r . chool  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  f o r  

a l l  e d u c a t o r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  i m p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

cli i 1 d i*en .

P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  f t . ud y

’111 i s  s t n l y  d e a l s ,  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  a n d  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n .  I t  is. not ,  l i m i t e d  t o  

m e r e l y  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  a c t i v i t y  1 ut, r a t h e r  it.  w i l l  t a k e  a  b r o a d e r  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  p l a c e s  

e m p h a s i s  u p o n  what,  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  w i s h e s  t.o do i n  h i s  i d e a l  

r o l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  upon  w h a t  l ie i s  d o i n g  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i n  h i s  r o l e .
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I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a ]  e d u c a t i o n  be i n c l u d e d  

i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  I h e  d i r e c t o r s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  on h i s  s t a f f .  I n  many c a s e s  

t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  

i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  b o t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  f o r  h a n d i ­

c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

a s s u m e s  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  who c o o r d i n a t e s  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

ha n d  i c a p p e d  eh  i .1 d r e n  .

'1110 p u r p o s e  o f  t l i i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  new u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  and  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  t i m e  and e n e r g y  t o  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  b a s e d  upon  

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n : ;  o f  b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n .  In  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r o l e  a s  u t i l i s e d  i n  

t h i s  s t u d y ,  I t  is, i m p o r t a n t  t o  d i  f f e r e n t i u t e  b e t w e e n  wha t  H a r b i n  ( l d 6 8 ) 

c a l l s  " r o l e  e n a c t m e n t "  and  " r o l e  e x p e c t a t i o n . "  H o l e  e n a c t m e n t  f o c u s e s  

on " o v e r t  s o c i a l  c o n d u c t "  w h e r e a s  r o l e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  " c o l l e c t i o n s  

o f  c o g n i t i o n s - - b e l i e f s , s u b j e c t i v e  p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  e l e m e n t s  o f  

K n o w l e d g e — w h i c h  s p e c i f y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  r o l e s  t h e  r i g h t s  

a n d  d u t i e s ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n d u c t ,  f o r  p e r s o n s  i c c u p y i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  

p o s i t i o n "  ( H a r b i n ,  I h b B ,  p .  T h i s  s t u d y  f o c u s e s  u p o n  " r o l e

e x p e c t a t i o n , "  t h a t  i s ,  w h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  M i c h i g a n  p e r c e i v e  t h e  r o l e  t o  b e  r a t h e r  t h u n  t h e  

a c t u a l  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .
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O v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  S t u d y  

The  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

m a n n e r  :

I n  C h a p t e r  I I  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  r e v i e w e d .

In C h a p t e r  I I I  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  w i l l  b e  d i s ­

c u s s e d .  The  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  " T h e  h o l e  o f  t h e  Schoo l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  

M i c h i g a n "  a l o n g  w i t h  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s  a n d  h y p o t h e s e s  w i l l  b e  

e x p l a i  n o d .

C h a p t e r  IV c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  

t h e  o b t n i n o d  d n t n .

C h a p t e r  V p r e s e n t s  a  s u mma r y  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  

r e a c h e d ,  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  may b e  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l ­

o g y  p r o g r a m  i n  M i c h i g a n .



CHAPTER I I  

RELEVANT LITERATURE 

T n t  p o d u c t  i on

T h i s  c h a p t e r  s u m m a r i z e s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and  l i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  p e r ­

t a i n  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  . s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y .  The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  d e a l s  b r i e f l y  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t r a c e s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  r o l e .  The  s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  d i s c u s s e s  b r i e f l y  some o f  

t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  c h n n g o s  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

The  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  r e v i e w s  b r i e f l y  some o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y .  The  f o u r t h  s e c t i o n  

r e v i e w s  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n .  A b r i e f  

summary  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  c o n c l u d e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

H i s t o r y  6 r  f c [ ho o l  P s y c h o l o g y  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

I n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  a  b r i e f  d i s c i n ' s i  on o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  i s  n e c e s ­

s a r y .  H e l p i n g  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  p r i o r  t o  1000  was  g e n e r a l l y  

d i s a b i l i t y  o r i e n t e d  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  m e d i c a l  and  c l i n i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

H a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  we r e  g e n e r a l l y  t a k e n  f r om s c h o o l s  a n d  p l a c e d  I n  

s p e c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Ar o u n d  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and p l a c e m e n t  o f  p r o b l e m  c h i l d r e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  E i s e r e r  ( b k l i ) ,

9
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t h e  f i r s t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c l i n i c  w h i c h  f o c u s e d  on  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  

o f  c h i l d r e n  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 6  by  W i t m e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a .  I n  1.899* t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C h i l d  

S t u d y  a n d  P e d a g o g i c  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  C h i c a g o .  I n  1 9 0 8 ,  

t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Movement  a n d  c h i l d  g u i d a n c e  c l i n i c s  

g a v e  a n  i m p e t u s  t o  t h e  move men t  ( W h i t e  a n d  H a r r i s ,  1 9 6 1 ) .  H i e  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  o f  t h e  P i n c t - f . i m o n  T e s t s  o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  190^  ma de  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  ( C r a y ,  1 9 6 3 ) .  C r a y  ( 1 9 6 3 ) and  C u t t n  ( 1 9 5 5 )  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

f rom 1 9 0 0  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  was  c l o s e l y

t i e d  i n  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  r e t a r d e d ,

a n d  a s  s u c h  i t  was  c l i n i c a l  a n d  d i a g n o s t i c  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  

t o  f y m o n d s  ( i c l i ; 1) t h e  t e r m  " s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t "  was  f i r s t  u s e d  b y  

M u t t  i n  1 ‘>;M.

f l o w l y  t h e  C t a t e s  b e g a n  t o  p a s s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  

p r e v e n t  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r i l o u s  f r om  e n g a g i n g  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  e v a l u a t i o n s .  

Hew York  was  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e  i n  1935 t o  c e r t i f y  s u c h  a  p e r s o n  ( H o d g e s ,

I 9 6 0 ) .  I n  l ‘h>0 , t h e r e  w e r e  9 3 s t a t e s  and  W a s h i n g t o n  D.U.  wlii eh  h a d

c e r t  i f  i c a t  i on  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( H o d g e s ,  i 9 6 0 ) .  I n  19' fO,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was 

r e q u i r e d  i n  17 s t a t e s  ( P e n n e t t ,  1 9 7 0 ) .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  v a r i o u s  s u r v e y s  t h e  nu mb e r  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

l i as  i n c r e a s e d  f rom 1 in  l ‘>f)0 t o  SPO i n  1 9 5 0 ,  i n  I 9 6 0 ,  and  9000  i n

lOoY ( Mn g ar y  and  M e a e h n n ,  1 9 o 3 ;  Phi  D e l t a  K n p p n n , 1 9 6 7 ;  H e n n e t t  , 1 9 7 0 ) .  

The  m a r k e d  i n c r e a s e  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a f t e r  W o r l d  War  11 w a s  d u e  

t o  a  f e e l i n g  o f  u r g e n c y  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  

( K i s o r e r ,  1 9 6 3 ;  H o d g e s ,  I 9 6 0 ) .
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I n  1 9 *j6 5 D i v i s i o n  1 6  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

was  o r g a n i z e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  h e e d s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

who r e a l i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b e t t e r  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  among 

t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  1 9 5 ^ ,  D i v i s i o n  l 6  o f  A . P . A .  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  T h a y e r  

C o n f e r e n c e  a t  Wes t  r o i n t ,  Hew Y o r k ,  on A u g u s t  2 2 - 3 1 .  The  p u r p o s e  o f  

t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  was  t o  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  o u t l i n e  t h e  d u t i e s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  

c o m p e t e n c i e s ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .

The  b a s i c  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  D e f i n i t i o n :  "The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w i t h

t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  He u s e s  h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  a s s e s s m e n t ,  ] e a r n i n g ,  and i n t e r p e r n o n a l  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  t o  a s s i s t  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  t o  e n r i c h  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  

g r o w t h  o f  a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  nnd d e a l  w i t h  e x c e p ­

t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n "  ( P u t t s ,  1..D9 9 , p .  3 0 ) .

2 .  F u n c t i o n s :  ( P u t t s ,  p .  30)

A. M e a s u r i n g  and  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 

e m o t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n .

P .  I d e n t i f y i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  and  c o l  1a b o r a t i n g  i n  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  p l a c e m e n t s  

and p r o g r a m s .

P .  D e v e l o p i n g  ways  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  nnd a d j u s t m e n t  

o f  c h i l d r e n .

D. K n c o u r n g i n g  a n d  i n i t i a t i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  h e l p i n g  t o  u t i l i z e  

r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  f o r  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  p r o b l e m s .
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E.  D i a g n o s i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d

c o l l a b o r a t i n g  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  r e - e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .  

T h e r e  was  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  

t h e  r o l e  o f  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  i n  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was  a g r e e m e n t  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  c a r ­

r i e d  o u t ,  t h e r e  was  n o  a g r e e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  

p r o c e d u r e s  t o  u s e  and  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  i t  c o u l d  b e  r e g n r d e d  

a s  a  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  ( C u t t s ,  1 9 5 5 ) .

Hi  e r e  was a  d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p s y c h o t h e r a p y .  T h e r e  

was  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  b e  p r a c t i c e d  o n l y  by  d o c t o r a l  

l e v e l  p e r s o n n e l .

1 . ' Ihe T h n y o r  C o n f e r e n c e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  n e e d e d  

by s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  l e v e l s  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

t r a i n i n g ,  and  s a f e g u a r d s  a g a i n s t  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l .  Two 

l e v e l s  o f  t r a i n i n g  w e r e  a g r e e d  u p o n :  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w i t h

a  D h , D r o q u i  r e i n e n t  nnd p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e x a m i n e r  w i t h  a  M.A.  

r e q u i  r e i n e n t .

I h e  ' I h u y e r  C o n f e r e n c e  was i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h a t  i t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  and r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  m a n y -  

f a c e t e d  needs,  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n t e r p r i s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M a g a r y  

( i h b Y ) ,  i t  m a r k e d  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  r . chool  p s y c h o l o g y ,  

h o w e v e r  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  was  mor e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  m a i n ­

t a i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h a n  m e e t i n g  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

and m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  A l s o ,  t h e  c l i n i c a l - d i a g n o s t i e  

o r i e n t a t i o n  v u s  f a i r l y  p e r v a s i v e ,  T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  made i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n
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b y  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  m i x  o f  p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  and  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c ,  

c o n s u l t i n g ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h  r o l e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  The  t emphas i s  

on  d o c t o r a l  l e v e l  t r a i n i n g  may h a v e  b e e n  u n r e a l i s t i c  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r e s s ­

i n g  ma npowe r  n e e d s .

I n  1 9 5 8 ,  a  c o m m i t t e e  f r o m  A . P . A .  D i v i s i o n  16 w r o t e  a  r e p o r t  e n ­

t i t l e d ,  "The  P s y c h o l o g i s t  on t h e  S c h o o l  S t a f f . "  T h i s  r e p o r t  p u t  g r e a t e r  

e m p h a s i s  upon  t h e  l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  p s y c h o l o g y  and  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  p u t  

e m p h a s i s  on s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p o l i c y ,  

nnd c u r r i c u l u m .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  V a l e t t  ( 1 9 6 3 ) t h i s  r e p o r t  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  a r e a s  o f  f u n c t i o n i n g :  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o u n s e l i n g

and g u i d a n c e ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  and  i n d i v i d u a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n .

P a r d o n  ( l 9 b 5 )  i n  1 9 ^  a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a  

l a c k  o f  a  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  

l i e t h e s d a  C o n f e r e n c e  was s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  d i r e c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t .  ’Hie C o n f e r e n c e  r ec o m m e n d e d  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  b e  g i v e n  t o  

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

r o l e  s i n c e  t h e r e  was  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  w h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w e r e  d o i n g  a n d  w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  o f  t h e m .

Up t o  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  wa s  l i t t l e  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  a  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  

f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y .  D i v i s i o n  l b  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  h nd  n o t  b e e n  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  s i n c e  i t s  a d m i s s i o n s  s t a n d a r d s  

w e r e  h i g h  and  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w e r e  n o t  

me mb e r s .  W i t h  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  s i n c e  1 9 5 0 ,  t h e r e  

h a d  n o t  b e e n  a  c o n c o m i t a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  among s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  H e s p o n s e  t o  i n q u i r i e s  s e n t  b y  D i e  O h i o  f c h o o l  P s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n d i c a t e d  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t e t t e r  c o m mu n i c a ­

t i o n  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  a n d  g o a l s .  An i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g  

w a s  h e l d  i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 6 8 , i n  C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o .  F a r l i n g  ( 1 9 6 8 )  a t  t h i s  

m e e t i n g  made  a  p l e a  f o r  n a t i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r o l e  a n d  

f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  on March  lJ+, 

1 9 6 9 , t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  was  f o u n d e d  i n  

S t .  L o u i s .  One o f  i t s  f i r s t  p r o j e c t s  was  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  i s  r e p o r t e d  

i n t e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

I n  summary t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

H t a t e s  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  b r i e f  s i n c e  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y .  i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  was  g e n e r a l l y  n c l i n i c a l -  

d i a g n o s t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  r e a c h e d  i t s  p e a k  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  w i t h  

t h e  p r o ]  i f e r a t i 011 o f  s p e c i n ]  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s r o o m s  and g r o w t h  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i n  g e n e r a l .  L u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  p r o f o u n d  

c h a n g e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e .  'Jlie f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  a  new v e h i c l e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

f o r  s c h o o l ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p h i l o s o p h y  

f r o m s e g r e g a t e d  t o  i n t e g r a t e d  c l a s s r o o m s  f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n ,  and 

t h e  e m p h a s i s  on p r o v i d i n g  p s y c h o l o g y c n l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  h a d  

b e g u n  t o  h a v e  an  i m p a c t  upon  t h e  r o l e  u f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

H e c e n t  C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  
t h e  School .  P s y c h o l o g i s t

T h e  c h a n g e s  t a i l i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

a r e  p e r v a s i v e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u n d s  w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n
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a nd  r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  The e n t i r e  J o u r n a l  o f  

.School  P s y c h o l o g y , 10: , °  ( 1 9 7 ? ) ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  wa s  d e v o t e d  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y .

Tn g e n e r a l ,  a s  s u g g e s t e d  h y  H e r r o n ,  e t  n l . ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  

l e n s  e m p h a s i s  upon  t h e  c l i n i c a l  and  d i a g n o s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r o l e  

and an i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  and  t e a c h i n g .  

Kennedy  ( 1 9 7 1 )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c l i n i c a l  m o d e l  i s  no l o n g e r  p r a c t i c a l  

and  t h a t  t h e  r o p e d i  a l  a s p e c t s  s h o u l d  h e  s t r e s s e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

d i a g n o s t i c  a s p e c t s .  h a r d o n  (lp7<?» P* J Of l ) i n  d i s c u s s i n g  d i a g n o s t i c  IQ 

t e s t s  s t a t e s ,  " s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a l t e r n a t e  ways  

t o  a s s e s s ,  b e h a v i o r  wh i ch  a r e  l e s s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and  w h i c h  o f f e r  more  

d i r e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s . "  f eme  o f  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  c h a n g e s  i n  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o ! o g i s t 1s r o l e  i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  

w i l l  h e  b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n e d .  They may o v e r l n p  t o  some e x t e n t  h u t  a r e  

d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  f o r  t h e  i d e a s ,  t h e y  c o n v o y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u ­

s i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .

K duca t  i o n a l  ih-or . cr  i p t  i on 
and  R e m e d i a t i o n

I n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e r e  i s  an e m p h a s i s  u p o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  i n s t r u c ­

t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s .  Kennedy ( l n 7 l ) »  1’o r n o s s  ( l ' * 7 0 ) ,  S t e p h e n s  ( l lJ7 o ) ,  

A s h l o e k  and P t e p h e n  ( l l ' n n ) ,  Y n l o t t  ( r d i - j ) ,  R o g e r  ( b h d i ) ,  and W h i t e  and  

H a r r i s  ( I p o l . )  a l l  p e r c e i v e  r e m e d i a t i o n  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l i s e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  w h i c h  a r e  m u l t i -  

s e n s o r y  i n  n a t u r e  a s  t h e  k e y  f u n c t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  

h l a n e o  ( l ° 7 i )  p l a c e d  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  u p o n  r e m e d i a t i o n .  hy s u r  e y i n g  

l i t 6 s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( 10 . ( 1 ' ’.'. o f  D i v i s i o n  i n  o f  A . T . A . )  lie r e c e i v e d
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3700 p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  a i d  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  he  

c l a s s i f i e d ,  e d i t e d ,  and  c o m p i l e d  t h e m  i n t o  a  m a n u a l  f o r  t r a i n e r s  and 

e x p e r i e n c e d  p r o f e s s i o n a i s .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  s t u d y  may b e  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  

i t s  e x t r e m e l y  s m a l l ,  u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s a m p l e  a n d  f o r  i t s  " c o o k  b o o k "  

a p p r o a c h  t o  v e r y  c o m p l e x  p r o b l e m s ,  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  among 

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  r e m e d i a t i o n .

T e a c h e r  C o n s u ] t a t  i on

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  e m p h a s i z e s  h e l p i n g  t e a c h e r s  i m p l e m e n t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s  and t r a n s m i t t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s .  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  t e a m  a p p r o a c h ,  s e r v i n g  a l l  

c h i l d r e n ,  rind p n r t i e i p n t i n g  i n  i n s e r v i c e  m e e t i n g s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t .  F i n e  a n d  T y l e r  ( 1 f 1)  , p . e r k o w i t z  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  W i l l i a m s  ( 1 9 7 2 ) *  

Gray ( l ‘> M ) ,  !iagar.v ( l ° < Vf ) ,  C a r l s o n  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  and  o i l v o r m a n  ( 1 9 6 9 )  f i l l  

s t r e s s  i .hc i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i n  r o l e .  C a t t e r u l .  ( I ' l ' fO)  i n  b i n  m o d e l  

d i s c u s s e s ,  f o u r  types ,  i d ’ i n t e r v e n t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  i n  t h e i r  c o n s u l t a n t  r o l e :

1 .  T h i n g s  done  a r o u n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  -  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n t e r v e n t i o n

T i l i n g s  d one  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  -  I n s t a l l e d  I n t e r v e n t i o n

i . T i l i n g s  t h a t  c a n  bo a c c o m p l i s h e d  by  t h e  s t u d e n t  -  A s s i g n e d

] n t e r v e n t i  on

b . Ti l ings,  t h a t  e n n  be  d o n e  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t  -  T r a n s a c t i o n a l

1n t e r v e n t  i on

T h i s  a p p r o a c h  f o c u s e s  more  011 f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  and  l e s s ;  011 d i a g n o s i s .  I t  

l o o k s  n t  b o t h  t h e  l e a r n e r  and  t h e  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g .
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B e h a v i o r  Ma nagemen t  C o n s u l t a t i o n

A l t h o u g h  t h i n  a c t i v i t y  may o v e r l a p  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t y  d i s c u s s e d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  a b o v e ,  i t  i s  r e c e i v i n g  s o  much a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  m e n ­

t i o n e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  Wi t h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  

a n d  u p o n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o m  

p r o g r a m s ,  t e a c h e r s  a r e  d e s i r o u s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t e c h ­

n i q u e s  on h o v  t o  manage  c h i l d r e n .  The  i n f l u e n c e  o f  G k i n n e r  ( 1 9 3 8 )  and  

b e h a v i o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  h a s  a l s o  h a d  an  i m p a c t  on  t h e  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  B o p s  ( l 9 7 l ) f F i n e  a n d  T y l e r  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  F r a n k s ,  

B u s s k i n d ,  and  F r a n k s  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  and  Maye r  ( 1 9 7 3 )  h a v e  a l l  e m p h a s i z e d  t h i s  

a c t i v i t y  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .

P s y c h o t h e r a p y  a n d  C o u n s e l i n g

J a c k s o n  ( J 0 7 0 ) p r o p o s e s  a  new m o d e l  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  w i l l  be  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  c o u n s e l o r  who e f f e c t s  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a n g e  

an d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  s c h o o l  " c l i e n t s . "  T h i s  i s  a c l i n i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  

b u t  w i t h  a new p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  t h a t  p s y c h o m e t r i c  t e s t i n g  w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  

t o  p s y c h o m e t r i c  a s s i s t a n t s  w h i c h  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

t o  p r a c t i c e  i n d i v i d u a l . ,  g r o u p ,  o r  f a c i l i t a t i v e  t h e r a p y .  S c h i m m o l e r  

B e n r i q u e : ’ ( l d b l i ) ,  and  W h i t e  and H a r r i s  ( I d o l )  s t r e s s  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  t h e r a p y  r o l e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  r o l e  l i as  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  

by  Kennedy  ( ] ‘V l )  who s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c l i n i c a l  mode l  i s  i m p r a c t i c a l  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  ma n p o we r  t o  do t h e  J o b  w e l l .

Communi ty  K e l n t i o n s h i p s

H e i l l y  ( lOf lp )  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
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p s y c h o l o g i s t .  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  

v a r i a n c e  o f  a  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  p l a c e  

t o  s t a r t .  G r a y  ( 1 9 6 3 ) and  V a l e t t  ( 1 9 6 3 ) s t r e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

c o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t .

G i l b e r b e r g  a n d  S i l b e r b e r g  ( 1 9 7 1 )  d i s c u s s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  t o p i c  

i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  They  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  s h o u l d  s u b s i d i z e  c o m m u ni t y  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  c l i n i c s .  

B e i n g  d i r e c t l y  t i e d  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a s  

i s  p r e s e n t l y  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  l i m i t s  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  

bo a n  a g e n t  f o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h a t  s c h o o l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  f u n c t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  i n  

a  c o m m u n i t y  s e t t i n g .  H r a n t l e y  ( l ° 7 l )  a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

p s y c h o - c d u c a t  i o n a l  c e n t e r s .

H e s e a r c i i

T h i s  r o l e  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e i n g  e m p h a s i z e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  

S t e p h e n s  ( l ° Y O ) ,  G r a y  ( I ' h V l ) ,  Ames ( T l ' f l ) ,  a n d  W h i t e  and  H n r r i a  ( 1 9 6 1 ) 

a l l  e m p h a s i z e  t h i s ,  r o l e .

O t h e r  H o l e s

A u s t i n  ( 1 ■!■(;’ ) v i e w s  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  a s  a  v a l u e  s c i e n c e  a n d  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  an " a x  i o l  o g i  s t . " f i l v e n n n n  ( l l)<iO) a l s o  

s e e s  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  a s  a  v a l u e  s c i e n c e  i n  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  c a n n o t  " r e m a i n  n e u t r a l ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  e v a l u a t i v e  c o n f l i c t s  i n  a  

c u l t u r e  t h a t  i s  c h a n g i n g  r a p i d l y "  ( p .  f '() . T h i s  v i e w  i s  r e l u t e d  t o  

t h o s e  who s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  n c h i l d  a d v o c a t e  and  

m u s t  s p e a k  o u t  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o f  c h i l d r e n .
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C a t t e r a l  a n d  H i n d s  ( 1 9 7 2 )  s e e  t h e  e m e r g i n g  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  a s  a c h i l d  a d v o c a t e .

Gr ay  ( 1 9 6 3 ) p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  m u s t  m e e t  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  two a r e a s :  s c h o o l  l e a r n i n g  a n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h .  

Kennedy  ( 1 9 7 1 )  r ecommends  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  and  p r e v e n t i v e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

p r o g r a m s .

K i s e r e r  ( 1 9 ^ 3 )  t a l k s  a b o u t  f i v e  r o l e s :

1.  A s s e s s m e n t  r o l e s  -  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r o b l e m

2 .  R e m e d i a l  r o l e s  -  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e m e d i a l  p l a n G

3- C o n s u l t a n t  r o l e s  -  t o  p a r e n t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  and  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l

t .  K d u c a t o r  r o l e s  -  i n s e r v i c e  and  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g

9 .  R e s e a r c h  r o l e s .  -  r e s e a r c h

He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  ma i n  g o a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  " t h e  

c o n t i n u i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  a n d  

y o u t h "  ( p . 1 OH).

H e r r o n ,  e t  n l  . , ( l ' f f O )  p e r c e i v e  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  a n  

e x p e r t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  v h o s e  J o b  w o u l d  h e  t o  m a i n t a i n  and  e n h a n c e  t h e  

s c h o o l  us  a  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  s y s t e m .  They  e m p h a s i s e  m o v i n g  f r o m  a  

d i a g n o s t i c  r o l e  t o  c o n s u l  t a t i o n , r e m e d i a t i o n ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  I n  t h e i r  

v i e w  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w o u l d  h e  a  p u r t  o f  u t e a m  o f  e d u c a t o r s ,  

h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  s c h o o l ,  and  w i l l  n o t  b e  i s o l a t e d  b e h i n d  

t h e  t i t l e  o f  " p s y c h o l o g i s t . "

B e n n e t t  ( id ' /d) )  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  ways  i n  w h i c h  t h e
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s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f u n c t i o n s ,  a n d  h e  c o n c l u d e s  t h e r e  i s  n o  s i n g l e

T t -i Hr o l e .

The t e s t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  m o d e r n  e c l e c t i c  v i e w  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  h y  H e r r o n ,  e t  a l . ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  T h ey  

s u g g e s t ,  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  b e g i n s  a n d  

n o t  e n d s  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e v a l u a t i o n .  They  d i s c u s s  " e d u c a t i o n a l  

m o d i f i c a t i o n "  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  on c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  r e m e d i a t i n g ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n v o l v e m e n t .  l ) se o f  

p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i s  e n c o u r a g e d .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  n e e d  t o  b e  p e r t i n e n t .  

T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a ! 1 s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  I n v o l v e ­

m e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o m mu n i t y  i s  e n c o u r a g e d .  " T h e r a p e u t i c  m o d i f i c a t i o n "  i s  

s u g g e s t e d  a s  a way t o  c h a n g e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  i n d i v i  d \ ml  r . , g r o u p s ,  a n d  

f a m i l i e s .

I n  summary,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  r o l e  w h i c h  a r e  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  i n v o l v e  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  

a  c l i n i c a l - d i a g n o s t i c  mode l  t o  a  b e h a v i o r i s t i c ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  and a p p l i e d  

m o d e l .  I t  i s  b e i n g  s u g g e s t e d  by many t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  s h o u l d  

be c ome  s c h o o l  and t e a c h e r  o r i e n t e d  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on r e m e d i ­

a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t  i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s .  

W r i t e r s  a r e  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  t o t a l  e c o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  s ch o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  , p a r e n t s ,  t e n c h e r s ,  

and  t h e  communi t y  a r e  a l l  i n v o l v e d .  T o t a l  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e i n g  e n c o u r a g e d .  The  c h a n g i n g  r o l e  

was a n t i c i p a t e d  by  M a g a r y ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

p .  d*tl.) : He i s  o n e  who " b r i n g s  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f r a m e  o f

r e f e r e n c e  t o  b e a r  u po n  a  s e t  o f  s c h o o l - r e l u t e d  o h s e r v u t i o n s  o r
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b e h a v i o r s ,  w i t h  t h e  e n d  i n  v i e w  o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  l e a r n i n g ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  

a n d  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n , f o r  a s  many s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a s  p o s s i b l e . "

S t u d i e s  o f  t h e  R o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  
i n  o t h e r  S t a t e s  and  n a t i o n a l l y

A s u r v e y  was  c o n d u c t e d  i n  195^* a t  t h e  T h a y e r  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  960 

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  f rom v a r i o u s  s i z e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( S u t t s ,  1 9 5 5 ) *  The  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n t a i n e d  a  l i s t  

o f  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  a s k e d  t h a t  e a c h  b e  r a n k e d  i n  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  a s  

n p r e s e n t  f u n c t i o n  and  t h e n  r e r a n k e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  how s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  s h o u l d  p e r f ’o m  t he m t o  b e  m a x i m a l l y  e f f e c t i v e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e

r a n k s  w e r e  t h e  same f o r  b o t h  p r e s e n t  and  d e s i r a b l e  f u n c t i o n s .  " I n d i ­

v i d u a l  t e s t i n g "  was  r a n k e d  f i r s t  and  " i n t e r v i e w s "  r a n k e d  s e c o n d  i n  b o t h  

p r e s e n t  and  d e s i r a b l e  r o l e s .  The  c h a n g e s  f ro m  p r e s e n t  t o  d e s i r a b l e  r o l e  

w e r e  t h a t  " c l e r i c a l "  was  l o w e r  a n d  " s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s "  was  

h i g h e r .  F o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  d e s i r a b l e  r o l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  f u n c t i o n s :

1.  I n d i v i d u a l  t e s t i n g
9 .  I n t e r v i e w s  -  p u p i l s ,  p a r e n t s ,  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l
3.  . S p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s
)(. O r g a n i z i n g ,  g i v i n g ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  g r o u p  t e s t s
5.  C l e r i c a l
6 . I n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g
7 .  P u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s
8 . A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  s u p e r v i s i o n
9 .  Re m e d i a l  work  i n  b a s i c  s k i l l s

111. F d u c n t l o n  p r o g r a m s  -  d e v e l o p  c u r r i c u l u m
1 1 . H e s e n r c h

- •

The s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on t e s t i n g ,  i n t e r v i e w i n g ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  e m p h a s i s  on r e m e d i a l  work  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  

d e v e l o p m e n t  s u g g e s t s  a  s t r o n g  d i a g n o s t i c - c l i n i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  an a p p l i e d  o r i e n t a t i o n .

T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  two p r e v i o u s



s t u d i e s .  I n  1 9 5 0 ,  2 05  members  o f  D i v i s i o n  l 6 o f  A . P . A .  s t a t e d  t h e i r  

m a j o r  f u n c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t e s t i n g ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  g r o u p  

t e s t i n g  {C u t t s , 1 9 5 5 ) .  A l s o  i n  1950  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  k e p t  d i a r i e s  

o f  how t h e i r  t i n e  was  a l l o t c d ;  t e s t i n g ,  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  c a s e  

h i s t o r i e s  r a n k e d  h i g h e s t  and  c o m p r i s e d  'J0% o f  t h e i r  t i m e .

Cmi t h  ( i 9 6 0 ) i n  an u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  a n a l y z e d  

t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  The  s t u d y  i n v o l v e d  

1 7 0  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 15^ p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  and  27 f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s .  F o r  

e l e v e n  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  o v e r  86% o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a g r e e d  t h u t  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a b s o l u t e l y  mu s t  o r  p r e f e r a b l y  

s h o u l d  p e r f o r m  t h a t  f u n c t i o n .  f i x  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  q u e s t i o n s  d e a l t  w i t h  

p r o v i d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y  

g r o u p s .  A p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  Hmi t h  s t u d y  was  t h a t  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  r o l e  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  f r o m  a  v e r y  n a r r o w ,  d i a g n o s t i c  

p e r s p e c t i v e  and n o t  p r o v i d i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  a c t i v ­

i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  may b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d .

H u b e r t s  ( l ‘l 6 9 )  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  r o l e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  I o w a  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (N = 1 0 0 ) a n d  

r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  f r o m  21  s c h o o  1 d i s t r i c t s  (H = 2 9 6 ) .  

T h i s  s t u d y  s o l i c i t e d  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  b o t h  t h e  a c t u a l  a n d  d e s i r e d  r o l e  

f u n c t i o n s ,  and  a  s e v e n - p o i n t  s c a l e  was  u s e d  t o  r a t e  a c t i v i t i e s .  R o l e s  

i n c l u d e d  p s y c h o m e t r i c i a n ,  d i a g n o s t i c i a n ,  c o n s u l t a n t ,  m e n t a l  l i y g i e n i s t ,  

r e s e a r c h e r ,  t h e r a p i s t ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m m e r .  C h i - s q u a r e  t e c h ­

n i q u e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  a t t a c h  mo r e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e
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p s y e h o m e t r i c i a n  r o l e  t h a n  do t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  B o t h  g r o u p s  s t a t e d  

t h a t  mo r e  e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  u p o n  t h e  m e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  and  

t h e r a p i s t  r o l e .  The  c o n s u l t a n t  r o l e  was v i e w e d  m o r e  f a v o r a b l y  b y  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h a n  b y  t e a c h e r s .

I n  an u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s e l f - r o l e  p e r c e p t i o n  and  

c r o s s - r o l e  j ^ e r c c p t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  (N = 2 5 *0 , s c h o o l  s o c i a l  

w o r k e r s  (U = 2 5 1 ) ,  a n d  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (IJ = 2 ^ 7 )  i n  G e o r g i a ,

G u n t e r  ( 1 9 6 9 ) u s e d  t h e  1^6 i t e m  P u p i l  P e r s o n n e l  S p e c i a l i s t  I n v e n t o r y .

The s u b j e c t s  r a n k e d  e a c h  i t e m  on  a  J j - p o i n t  s c a l e  r a n g i n g  f r o m  h i g h l y  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  h i g h l y  a p p r o p r i a t e .  F a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  was  u s e d  t o  a r r i v e  

a t  an  e m p i r i c a l  g r o u p i n g  o f  i t e m s .  R e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  

f u n c t i o n s  w e r e  u n i q u e l y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e  

t h r e e  r o l e s  and  a l s o  t h a t  many f u n c t i o n s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  b e  c h a r e d  b y  a l l  

t h r e e  s p e c i a l i s t s .

P a n s i n g e r  (19(10) d i d  a  5 - y e a r  f o l l o w - u p  s t u d y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  

p s y c h o !  og i  s t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  t o  r a n k  16  f u n c t i o n s .  I n d i v i d u a l  

t e s t i n g  and  c o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  d e s i r e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  b o t h  1 9 6 2  

a nd  19(>7. R e s e a r c h ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  wo rk  w i t h  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m s  d e c r e a s e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  f rom 1962  t o  1 9 6 7 . R e d u c t i o n  i n  

d i a g n o s t i c  and p a p e r  work  was  d e s i r e d .

Tan ( l 9 b B )  i n  an  u n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  s t u d i e d  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  I l l i n o i s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  He o b t a i n e d  h i s  

d a t a  b y  u s e  o f  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f o u r  s e c t i o n s :

P e r s o n a l  P a t a ,  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s ' s P e r f o r m a n c e ,  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o ­

g i s t ' s  P a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  A t t r i b u t e s .  The
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s a mp l e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  36  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  1 0 2  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  S t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s e s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  w e r e  

t h e  c h i - s q u a r e  f o r  t e s t i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  

two r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  g r o u p  m e a n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s .

The  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  T a n ' s  s t u d y  w e r e  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  

and  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  I l l i n o i s  h a d  s i m i l a r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  D i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n  w o r e  g e n e r a l l y  m o r e  

o f  d e g r e e  t h a n  o f  d i r e c t i o n .  f c h o o ]  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w e r e  mo r e  p o s i t i v e  

t h a n  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :

d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  g i f t e d ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t l i  s c h o o l  b o a r d  mem­

b e r s  a b o u t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  f o r  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s .  Do t h  g r o u p s  e m p h n s i  s c d  s t r o n g l y  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  and  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t . .  The  r a n k  o r d e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  two  

g r oup : ;  i n  t h e  lO e a t e g o r i  e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  p e r f o r m a n c e s  

was . H i  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  a  c l o s e  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo  g r o u p s '  

p e r c e p t i o n s .  b o t h  g r ou p : ;  a g r e e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o !  o g i  s t s  s h o u l d  make

d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i e s  o f  a l 1 c h i l d r e n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T a n ' s  s t u d y  t h e  r a n k i n g s ,  o f  t h e  10 c a t e g o r i e s  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  w e r e  as, f o l l o w s . :

11 i r e c t o r s  1 ~s.y ci iol  og i s t s

D i a g n o s t i c  s t u d i o s  1 1
1’o l l o w - u p  s t u d i e s  2 ‘>
C o n s u l t a t i o n  t.o t e a c h e r s  i 2
b p c c i u l  p l a c e m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  7 3
C o n s u l t a t i o n  t o  admi n i s t  r a t o r s .  l> t>
C o n f e r e n c e s  w i t h  p u p i l s  and  p a r e n t s  n It
R e s e a r c h  7 H
Communi ty  C e r v i c e s  3
C u r r i c u l u m  p l a n n i n g  '> 10
P s y c h o t h e r a p y  111 7



T a n ' s  s t u d y  h a d  a  " r e s p o n s e  s e t "  b u i l t  i n t o  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  o r g a n i z e d  b y  c a t e g o r i e s  w h i c h  may h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  

how t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a n s w e r e d  t h e  i t e m s  i n  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  A l s o ,  some 

p a r t s  o f  h i s  s t u d y  d e a l t  w i t h  t r i v i a l  m a t t e r s ;  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  was  m a r r i e d ,  

a  p a r e n t ,  a n d  w e l l  g r o o m e d  a n d  n e a t .  I n  t h e  r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

m e n t i o n e d  t e n  f u n c t i o n s  i t  was  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  r a n k i n g s  w e r e  

b a s e d  o n l y  on  p r e s e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e s i r e d  f u n c t i o n s  so  t h a t  r o l e  

t r e n d s  w e r e  n o t  i n d i c a t e d .

K i r s c h n e r  ( 3 (')7 l )  s t u d i e d  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  a s  v i e w e d  b y  s u p e r ­

v i s o r s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c e r v i c e s .  A t o t a l  o f  1 1 o p e r s o n n e l  

d i r e c t o r s  f r om t h e  l a r g e s t  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s ,  w e r e  r i sked  t o  r a n k  IP  

f u n c t i o n s  on a  f o u r - p o i n t  s c a l e  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  The  h i g h e s t  r a n k i n g  

f u n c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t e a c h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p s y c h o m e t r i c  e v a l u a t i o n ,  

s c r e e n i n g  f o r  p l a c e m e n t ,  p a r e n t  c o u n s e l i n g ,  a n d  i n s o r v i c c .  H e m e d i a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n  and p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w e r e  r a n k e d  t h e  l o w e s t .

Mos t  o f  t h e  s t u d i o s  c i t e d  up  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  h a v e  b e e n  l i m i t e d  

t o  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o p u l a t i o n .  As was  m e n t i o n e d  

p r e v i o u s l y  t h e r e  was a  n e e d  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o ] o g i s t , a n d  t h i s  t a s k  was u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  

n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f e h o o j  i s y c l i o l  o g i  s t s .  ( hA f P )  s o o n  a f t e r  i t s .  

f o u n d i n g  i n  f t .  Louis,  i n  1‘h io .  T h i s  n a t i o n a l  s u r v e y ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  

I d ’fO hy UAf'l ' ,  i n c l u d e d  r e s p o n s e s  f rom S l i d  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  I t  

was  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  

t r a i n i n g ,  e e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  b a c k g r o u n d ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a f f i l i ­

a t i o n ,  r o l e  and  f u n c t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n e e d s  a n d  p r o b l e m s ,  s a l a r y ,  and 

f u t u r e  d e v e 1o p m e n t s .
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The r o l e  and  f u n c t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  

t h i s  n a t i o n a l  s t u d y  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i n d i v i ­

d u a l  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  e v a l u a t i o n ,  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  

c o n f e r e n c e s .  T h i s  was  t r u e  f o r  b o t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  r o l e  a n d  i d e a l  r o l e  

p r o j e c t i o n .  I n d i v i d u a l  c o u n s e l i n g  was  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  b o t h  c u r r e n t  and  i d e a l  p r o j e c t i o n s .  G r e a t e r  

e m p h a s i s  was  p l a c e d  on  c o n s u l t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  p r o j e c ­

t i o n  t h a n  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  r o l e .  R e g u l a r  a n d  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m  e v a l u a t i o n ,  

b e h a v i o r a l  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  

f r e q u e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a r e a s  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  

p r o j e c t ] o n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  RASP s t u d y  t h e  s k i l l s  m o s t  i n  n e e d  o f  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  i n c l u d e d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  d i a g n o s i s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m m i n g , b e h a v i o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  p l a n n i n g ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  a n d  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l  ooinmun i c a t  i on .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

d e s i r e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  r o l e s  a s  " c h a n g e  a g e n t s "  and t o  p l a c e  l e s s  

e m p h a s i s  on d i a g n o s i s  a n d  r e p o r t  w r i t i n g .

When t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w e r e  a s k e d  i n  t h e  HASP s t u d y  a b o u t  

w h a t  i n t e r n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  s ch o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  n e e d e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n ­

t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o  1o g i s t s  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  r o l e  

and  f u n c t i o n  w e r e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d .  d u e  o f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

o f  t l i e  s t u d y  was  " T h a t  a  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  by  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s '  a s s o c i a t i o n s  b e  made t o  e x a m i n e  a n d  c l a r i f y  t h e  c u r r e n t  and  

f u t u r e  r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t e n n s  o f  a n t i c i ­

p a t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  and m e n t a l  h e a l t h  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s "  ( p .  (Hi).

This,  w a s  a v e r y  c o m p l e t e  a n d  t h o r o u g h  s t u d y  a n d  p r o v i d e d



much h e l p f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  on r o l e  and  f u n c t i o n  

was  b r i e f  a n d  g l o b a l  i n  e m p h a s i s .  I t  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  a s k  t o  w h a t  

e x t e n t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p e r f o r m  e a c h  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  e a c h  a c t i v i t y .

S t u d i e s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  
i n  M i c h i g a n

P r i o r  t o  i 9 6 0  t h e r e  was  n o  r e s e a r c h  c o n c e r n i n g  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g y  i n  M i c h i g a n .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a  

number  o f  a t t e m p t s  t o  s t u d y  some o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  and  t r e n d s  i n  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  I n  1 9 6 2 ,  t h e  D e t r o i t  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  

s t u d i e d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and r e m u n e r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  

d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  by means,  o f  a  s u r v e y .  D a t a  f r o m  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  f r o m  *<3 

sc l  100I  d i s t r i c t s  w h i c h  hud m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  a n a l y z e d .  

Only  o n e  q u e s t i o n  on  t h e  s u r v e y  p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n :  " P l e a s e  c h o c k  t h o s e  f u n c t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  b a s i c  t o

y o u r  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s . "  The s t u d y  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  

t h e  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  w a s  d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g  o f  m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  

c h i l d r e n .  The r e s u l t s  f i re a s  f o l l o w s :  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  -  9**55 o f  t h e

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  c h e c k e d  t h i s  f u n c t i o n ;  T e a c h e r  C o u n s e l i n g  -  66/1; C a s e  

h i s t o r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  -  3’upi  1 c o u n s e l i n g  -  9 ] £ ;  C u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p ­

me n t  -  P l ^ ;  T e a c h e r  s e l e c t i o n  -  9/5; I n s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  -  P/5; C o n s u l ­

t a t i o n  -  P55; P u b l i c  D e l a t i o n s  -  PJJ; R e s e a r c h  -  P55.

b e a s k e  and A u s t i n  i n  a  1 9 b i u n p u b l i s h e d  s t u d y  r e v i e w e d  117  

r e t u r n e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  ( 9 6 . 6 ^ o f  POY) f rom s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s .

Age ,  s e x , J o b  t i t l e ,  d i s t r i c t  s i z e  by  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t y p e s  o f  m e n t a l l y  

h a n d i c a p p e d  progr iu t i s  s e r v e d ,  n u m b e r  o f  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,



a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d a t a ,  s a l a r y ,  w o r k  l o a d ,  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  t a s k s ,  

a n d  t y p e s  o f  t e s t s  u s e d .  As i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  c i t e d ,  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  was  f o c u s e d  mo r e  o n  g e n e r a l  and  d e m o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  on f u n c t i o n .  I t  d i d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  s p e n t  

t h e i r  t i m e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y s :  I n d i v i d u a l  a s s e s s m e n t ,  g r o u p  t e s t i n g ,

r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o r d s ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n , i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n s e l i n g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  

t r a v e l .  I n d i v i d u a l  a s s e s s m e n t  t o o k  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t i m e .

The J a m e s  A. Dunn s t u d y  o f  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  ( 19610  was  

b a s i c a l l y  d e m o g r a p h i c  i n  n a t u r e .  A g e ,  c o x ,  d e g r e e s ,  t i t l e ,  s i c e  o f  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  and  s a l a r y  w e r e  s t u d i e d .  T h i s  s t u d y  a l s o  s o u g h t  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a t t e n d e d  hy  t h e  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  and  t h e  

d e g r e e  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t r a i n i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  

i t s e l f  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s t u d y  was  c o m p l e t e d  hy S wa n so n  i n  1 0 6 6 .  He s e n t  

two q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t o  e a c h  o f  ‘O' i n t e r m e d i a t e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  and  

‘>fd s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s .  The  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  

t o  h e  c o m p l e t e d  hy an  e l e m e n t a r y  p r i n c i p a l .  A t o t a l  o f  169 c o m p l e t e d  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ;  t h i s  i n c l u d e d  I I P  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  and  9 -i e l e m e n t a r y  

p r i n c i p a l s . .  The* s t u d y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  n e e d  t o  e x p a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

s e r v i c e s .  It. a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  s h o u l d  asruune a  

h r o a d o r  r o l e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  and  f u n c t i o n  c o m p e t e n t l y  I n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

a l l  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,

L e s i a k ' s  s t u d y  ( l ' O l )  e n t i t l e d  " M i c h i g a n  Dehool  P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  

IO6 O - I 0 7 0 " i s  p r o h a h l y  t h e  m o s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t u d y  t o  d a t e ,  A t o t a l  

o f  DIO s c h o o l  p s y c h o ]  og i  st. s r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  DP i t e m  q u e s t  i o n n a i  r e  w h i c h  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  and



p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  

u n i v e r s i t y  t r a i n i n g ,  r o l e  and  f u n c t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l  i s s u e s .  R o l e  a n d  

f u n c t i o n  was  o n l y  one  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  b u t  i t  was  m o r e  com­

p l e t e  a n d  d e s c r i p t i v e  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  o n l y  

l i s t e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t i m e  s p e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s .  The p e r c e n t a g e  f i g u r e s  f o r  e a c h  a c t i v i t y  

b e l o w  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who s p e n t  t h e  

m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  w o r k i n g  t i m e  i n  t h a t  a c t i v i t y .

m o r e  i n - s e r v i c e  e d u c a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m  e v a l u a t i o n ,  

a n d  p l a n n i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h i l e  d o i n g  l e s s  i n  

t h e  way o f  w r i t i n g  r e p o r t s .  The  t h r e e  m o s t  d e s i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s

s e r v i c e s  t o  a l l  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  s t r o n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i ­

s a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

I n  a  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  o f  :?0 o s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( i d y p )  c o m p l e t e d

C u r r e n t  t i m e  s p e n t :

I n d i v i d u a l  a s s e s s m e n t  
P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  
d o n f o r o n e o s
P l a n n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

I d e a l  t i m e  s p e n t :

I n d i v i d u a l  a s s e s s m e n t  
P l a n n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  
C o n f e r e n c e s  
G e n e r a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n

L e s i a k  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  do_

r e m e d i a t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  d iw e r e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e

i 'he m o s t  f r e q u e n t l yand  b e h a v i o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t e e l m i q u i .ub i 1 i t  i e

c i t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  w e r e a  d e s i r e  t o  p r o v i d e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

b y  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f e h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  i n s e r v i c e  
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n e e d s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o p i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w e r e  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e m .

1 .  The u s e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  a  b e h a v i o r a l  c o n s u l t a n t

2 .  A d i a g n o s t i c - p r e s c r i p t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  p r e - s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n

3. A l t e r n a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g :  " b e h a v i o r a l

d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e a r n i n g

. L e g a l :  new r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  l i a b i l i t y ,  a n d  due  p r o c e s s

5 .  T r a i n i n g :  g o a l s ,  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  c o m p e t e n c y  b a s e d  p r o g r a m s .  I t

was  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  c o n ­

c e r n e d  w i t h  " h o l e  d e f i n i t i o n  -  What i s  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ? "

6 . A c c o u n t a b i l i t y

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  s t u d y  was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t l i  i n s e r v i c e  n e e d s  a n d  n o t  

d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  i t  p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  had  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  wl i a t  t h e i r  r o l e

w a s .  I t  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  b e h a v i o r a l

c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  d i n g n o s i s - p r e s c r i p t i o n .

lip t o  t i l l s  t i m e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  i n  M i c h i g a n  

t h e r e  w e r e  no s t u d i e s  d e v o t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  w h a t  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  and  f u n c t i o n s ,  s h o u l d  b o .  Mo s t  o f  

t h e  s t u d i e s  i n  M i c h i g a n  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o g r a p h i c  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o r  g e n e r a l  

i n  i n t e r e s t .  Of  t h e  s i x  s t u d i o s  c i t e d ,  two d i d  n o t  d e a l  a t  a l l  w i t h  

t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ;  o n e  d e a l t  

b r i e f l y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s ;  t wo  c o n t a i n e d  u q u e s t i o n  o r  t w o  c o n c e r n i n g  how s c h o o l
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p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s p e n t  t h e i r  t i m e ;  o n e  c o n t a i n e d  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  how 

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s p e n t  t h e i r  t i m e ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  " i d e a l "  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t i m e  s p e n t ,  and w h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s  w e r e  n e e d e d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  

s t u d i e s  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  much i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n .  The  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e s e  

s t u d i e s  w e r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  g e n e r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e c i f i c .  I n  m o s t  

c a s e s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  f r om t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  " t i m e  

s p e n t "  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o ! o g i s t .

fhimmnry o f  H e l e v a n t  L i t e r a t u r e  

The  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  

e x p e r i e n c e d  a  b r i e f  b u t  s t o r m y  h i s t o r y .  The  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

n um b e r  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o ! o g i s t s  s i n c e  t h e  S e c o n d  Wor ld  War h a s  f o c u s e d  

a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  w h a t  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i s  a n d  w h a t  

a c t i v i t i e s  h e  s h o u l d  e n g a g e  i n .  W i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  t h e r e  h a s  

b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  f r o m  a c l i n i c a l - d i a g n o s t i c  model  t o  a  b e h a v i o r i s t i c ,  

p r a c t i c a l ,  and  a p p l i e d  m o d e l .  A l t h o u g h  many w r i t e r s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  

v a r i o u s  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  l i t t l e  

r e s e a r c h  h a s  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  s t u d y  t h o s e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  i n  M i c h i g a n  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  d e m o g r a p h i c ,  

d e s c r i p t i v e ,  and  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  s a l a r i e s ,  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s , 

a n d  t h e  s i s e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

r a t h e r  t h a n  upon  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .
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A l s o ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t o  d a t e  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  r o l e  a s  i s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  a s  i t  s h o u l d  b e .



CHAPTER IT I

METHODOLOGY

I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i s  c h a p t e r  f o c u s e s  u p o n  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  u s e d  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  

d a t a .  I n c l u d e d  a r e  s e c t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s ,  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  s a m p l e d ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  h y p o t h e s e s  

and  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  d a t a .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  p r o v i d e  a  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  

e a c h  o f  t h e  t e r m s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .

D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Terms

I d e a l  H o l e

I d e a l  r o l e  r e f e r s  t o  a s e t  o f  m a j o r  and  s p e c i  f 1c a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  p e r c e i v e d  w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

b y  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  M i c h i g a n .  

I t  i s  a  r o l e  w h i c h  i s  p e r c e i v e d  by t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a s  t h e y  w i s h  i t  

t o  b e ,  n o t  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t  s e n s e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  t h e y  p r e f e r  i t ;  i t  i s  

a  p e r c e i v e d  p r e f e r a b l e  r o l e .

S p e c i f i c  A c t i v i t i e s

S p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  r e f e r  t o  f i f t y - f i v e  p a r t i c u l a r  f u n c t i o n s  

w h i c h  may b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  A 

l i s t  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A p p e n d i x  A. T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s

id
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a r e  s ubsume d  u n d e r  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w .

Ma j o r  A c t i v i t i e s

Ma j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e f e r  t o  e i g h t  g e n e r a l  f u n c t i o n s  w h i c h  may 

be  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  S e l e c t e d  

c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  d e f i n e  t h e s e  m a j o r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  They  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ;

1 .  D i a g n o s t i c  T e s t i n g  a n d  E v a l u a t i o n . — The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

makes  a  d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d y  o f  a  c h i l d  b y  me ans  o f  v a r i o u s  m e a s u r e m e n t  

i n s t r u m e n t s  o r  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s c h o o l .  T h e r e  a r e  t e n  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  

m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .

2 . T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t a t i o n  ami  P r . y c h o - K d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  f o r  

I n d i v i d u a l  C h i l d r e n . —  The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  c o n s u l t s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

and s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  i n  p l a n n i n g  a  c h i l d ' s  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  i s

u n i q u e  ami  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  and  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  s ound

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  T h e r e  a r e  s i x  s p e c i f i c  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .

3 . P s y c h o t h e r a p y  a n d / o r  C o u n s e l i n g  w i t h  C h i l d r e n . — The s c h o o l  p s y ­

c h o l o g i s t  g i v e s  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t i v e  h e l p  t o  t h e  c h i l d  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  

i mp r o ve  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  b e h a v i o r  s o  lie c a n  a d a p t  h i m s e l f  more

r e a d i l y  t o  a  s c h o o l  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s p e c i f i c

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .



35

I*. P a r e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n . — The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  h e l p s  t h e  p a r e n t s  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .

5.  Communi ty  H e l a t i o n s h i p s . — The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w o r k s  w i t h i n  

t h e  c o m mu n i t y  i n  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e  m a n n e r  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  

l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h o o l  and  t h e  c ommuni t y  r e g a r d i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .  T h e r e  a r e  n i n e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  

m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .

6 .  S c h o o l  C u r r i c u l u m  a n d  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n . — The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  p r o v i d e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  s p e c i a l  n e e d s ,  

c u r r i c u l u m ,  and p r o g r a m m i n g  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p r o v e  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  and b r i n g  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  

c h a n g e .  T h e r e  a r e  t w e l v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  m n j o r  

a c t i v i t y .

'{. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  K d u c a t l o n  P r o g r a m s . — The  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  c o o r d i n a t e s  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  s u p e r v i s e s  p e r s o n ­

n e l ,  and m a k e s  s p e c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  s c h e d u l ­

i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  s i x  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .

H. R e s e a r c h . — The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  by  m e a n s  o f  v a r i o u s  t e c h ­

n i q u e s  s e e k s  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o n n a t i o n , a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  

wh i ch  c o n f r o n t  e d u c a t i o n  a s  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  m e e t  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  

e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  

s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .
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P o p u l a t  i o n

The p o p u l a t i o n  f rom w h i c h  t h e  d a t a  wan d e r i v e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M i c h i g a n  who m e t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c r i  t o r i  a :

1.  D i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

T h i s  t i t l e  r e f e r s  t o  a l l  t h o s e  who a r e  e m p l o y e d  a s  d i r e c t o r s  

o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  K t a t c  o f  M i c h i g a n  and  a p p r o v e d  a s  

s u c h  hy  t h e  M i c h i g n n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  K d u c a t i o n  and  t h o s e  who p e r ­

f o r m t h e  d u t i e s  o f  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  o d u c n t i o n  h u t  who may 

n o t  h e  a p p r o v e d  hy t h e  M i c h i g n n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  K d u c a t i o n .

<?. f . chon l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s

T h i s  t i t l e  r e f e r s ,  t o  a l l  t h o s e  who h a v e  m e t  t h e  M i c h i g n n  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  K d u c n t i o n ' s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a p p r o v a l  ( c i t h e r  t e m ­

p o r a r y  o r  p e r m a n e n t )  as. a  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  and  a r e  e m p l o y e d  

i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y .  ( N o t e :  The  t e n n  s c h o o l ,  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  i s  u s e d

h e r e  b e c a u s e  M i c h i g a n  P u b l i c  Law , w h i c h  e f f e c t i v e l y  c h a n g e d  

t h e  t i t l e  t o  s c h o o l  p s . y c h o l o g i s t , h a d  n o t  y e t  g on e  i n t o  e f f e c t  

a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s t u d y  was  c o n d u c t e d . )

T h e r e  w e r e  l t d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  l(h‘> s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  i n  t h e  P t u t e  o f  M i c h i g a n  who m e t  t h e  a b o v e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a  t o t a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  ti.
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D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the? Q u e s t i o n n a i r c  

I n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  i t  was  c o n s i d e r e d  e x p e d i e n t  t o  c o m p i l e  a  l i s t  

o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  c o u l d  t h e n  b e  e v a l u a t e d  b y  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  and  

r a t e d  a n d  r a n k e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e .  T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  

d e f i n e d  p r e v i o u s l y .

Tlie i n i t i a l  s t e p  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was 

a  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  

d e t a i l e d  t h e  many v a r i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  t h e  

many i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  w h i c h  c o n f r o n t e d  h i m .  The  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  

o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  e i g h t  m e a n i n g f u l  c o m b i n a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d e f i n e d  

a s  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

s c h  o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  i t  was a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t y p e s  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h i c h  

s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e s  f r om s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

s e t t i n g s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  s h o u l d  w o r k ,  some o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n e e d s ,  

and i n  w h a t  a r e a s  t h e y  n e e d e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c i e s .

A p r e l i m i n a r y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  me mber s  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r ' s  g u i d a n c e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c o n s u l t a n t s  f rom t h e  

O f f i c e  o f  R e s e a r c h  C o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  K d u c a t i o n  a t  M i c h i g a n  

C t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e i r  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  and  a  r e v i s i o n  was  w r i t t e n ,

A p i l o t  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  r e v i s e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  c o n d u c t e d ,  

u t i l i z i n g  a  s e l e c t e d  g r o u p  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l



e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n e r s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e a g u e s  

a t  M i c h i g a n  f t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and  c o n s u l t a n t s  f rom t h e  M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  K d u c a t i o n  -  f p e c i a l  K d u c a t i o n  C e r v i c e s .  The  p u r p o s e  o f  

t h i s  p i l o t  s t u d y  was  t o  f u r t h e r  r e f i n e  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  r e v i s e  c o n ­

t e n t ,  and d i s c o v e r  i n s t a n c e s  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  p o o r  w o r d i n g ,  

i n c o n v e n i e n t  s p a c i n g ,  and  awkward  f o r m a t .  A t o t a l  o f  D9 p i l o t  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  and a  t o t a l  o f  DO w e r e  r e t u r n e d .  As 

a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p i l o t  s t u d y ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  q u e s t i n n n a i r e  was 

s h o r t e n e d ,  some c o n t e n t  was  c h a n g e d ,  and  c h a n g e s  i n  w o r d i n g  and f o r m a t  

w e r e  m a d e .

A l i s t  o f  t h e  names  a n d  a d d r e s r . e s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g 5 s t s  and  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c  i n i  (’d u c a t  i o n  was  o b t a i n e d  f rom t h e  M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  K d u c a t i o n  -  f p e c i n l  K d u c a t i o n  K e r v i c o s .  T h i s  l i s t  i n c l u d e d  a l l  

t h o s e  who met  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a s  o u t l i n e d  p r e v i o u s l y .

'Hie Q u e s t i  < >nnai  r e  

'Hit? q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n  i t s .  f i n a l  f o r m  was. d i v i d e d  i n t o  n i n e  

p a r t s  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  I1) .

1 .  U e n e r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  D a g o . — The  p u r p o s e  , > f  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a ­

t i o n  p a g e  was t o  o b t a i n  d a t a  r e g a r d  i  ng a g e , s o :  , t  yj  «• d i s t r i c t  i n  

w h i c h  e m p l o y e d ,  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  o f  ex p e r  i  • -nee a s  a s o i l -  . 1  p r y c h o l  o g i  s  t  

o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a m o un t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  o b t a i n e d ,  a p p r o v a l  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  

t y p e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  t r a i n i n g .  A d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p a g e  was
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d e s i g n e d  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p .  The  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  f ro m t h i s  p a g e  was  

u s e d  a s  i d e n t i f y i n g  d a t a .  Some o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  -  t y p e  a n d  s i z e  o f  

d i s t r i c t ,  a moun t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a moun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  -  

was u s e d  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  r o l e  

p e r c e p t i o n .

2 .  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t . — T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  t h e  f i t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  may b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  A) .  To a v o i d  a  r e s p o n s e  s e t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  may s e l e c t  a n s w e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  g r o u p ­

i n g ,  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s c r a m b l e d  by  p l a c i n g  t h e m  i n  

a  h a t  nnd s e l e c t i n g  t h e m o n e  a t  a  t i m e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  r a n d om  o r d e r  i n  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The r e s p o n d e n t s  c h e c k e d  e a c h  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  s c a l e ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  

s c o r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n u mb e r  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s .

A. Must  P e r f o r m  ( U c o r o :  5)

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  MUTT p e r f o r i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  I t  

i s  a m a j o r  and  e s s e n t i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y .

H. Uhou ld  P e r f o r m  ( Moor e :  It)

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  THOlIhU p e r f o r m  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .

I t  i s  a  m e a n i n g f u l ,  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and d e s i r a b l e  f u n c t i o n  o f  

medium p r i o r i t y .

C. May P e r f o r m  ( M c o r e :  3)

The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  MAY p e r f o r m  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i f  

he  w i s h e s .  I t  i s  a  m i n o r  f u n c t i o n  o f  low p r i o r i t y  b u t  i t  

i s  p e r m i s s a b 1e and  a c c e p t a b l e .
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D. S h o u l d  N o t  P e r f o r m  ( S c o r e :  2.)

The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  SHOULD NOT p e r f o r m  t h i s ,  a c t i v ­

i t y .  I t  i s  n o t  a  d e s i r a b l e  o r  m e a n i n g f u l  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

E.  Mus t  Dot  F e r f o r m  ( S c o r e :  l )

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  MUST HOT p e r f o r m  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  

I t  i s  n o t  an  e s s e n t i a l  o r  l e g i t i m a t e  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .

A s c o r e  f rom o n e  t o  f i v e  was  g i v e n  f o r  e a c h  r e s p o n s e  w i t h  a  " M u s t "  

r e c e i v i n g  a  f i v e  and  a  "Mus t  H o t "  r e c e i v i n g  a  o n e .  T o t a l  s c o r e s  f o r  

e a c h  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .

3. R e l a t i v e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  A c t i v i t i e s . — The r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  

t o  r a n k  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  t o  t h e i r  

r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e  ( a s  

i t  i s  no w ) and  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  d e f i n e d .  T h i s  was  t h e  

o n l y  i t e m  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e .  The  

p u r p o s e  o f  i n c l u d i n g  i t  was t o  p r o v i d e  a  m e a n s  o f  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  

r o l e  w i t l i  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i m p o r t a n c e 1 o f  t h e  

e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

1). R e l a t i v e  Time A l l o t m e n t  o f  A c t i v i t i e s . — The r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  

a s k e d  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i m e  w h i c h  t h e y  p e r ­

c e i v e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  t o
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s p e n d  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

5 .  A d e q u a c y  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  A c t i v i t i e s . — The r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  

a s k e d  t o  r a n k  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  r e l a t i v e  

d e g r e e  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

6 . C h i l d r e n  P c c e i v i n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  S e r v i c e s  f rom 

t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l  o g i  s i , . — The r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  

w h a t  e x t e n t  n i n e  t y p e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n c l u d i n g  n o r m a l  c h i l d r e n  and  

c h i l d r e n  w i t h  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  h a n d i c a p s  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  f r om t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  The  f o l l o w i n g  

c o d e  was  u s e d :  1 -  Mus t  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e ;  ?. -  Nhou l d  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e ;

3 -  May r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e ;   ̂ -  N h o u l d  No t  r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e ;  5 -  Mus t  IJot  

r e c e i v e  s e r v i c e .

7 .  N e t t i n g s  f o r  Nchool  P s y c h o l  o g i  c a l  A c t i v i t i e s . . — The r e s p o n d e n t s  

w e r e  a s k e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s e t t i n g  o r  e n v i r o n ­

m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n : ' ,  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o ! o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .

A. What s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s i  so  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  s e r v i c e "  The r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  

a s k e d  t o  c h e c k  o n e  o f  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s  r a n g i n g  f r om N000 t o  

hUllO .

b .  What p r o g r . u n s  s h o u l d  be* s e r v e d "  Neven p r o g r a m s  w e r e  l i s t e d  

and  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  c h e e k  e a c h  o n e  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o d e :  1 -  Mus t  N e r v e ;  M -  N h o u l d  N e r v e ;

3 -  May N e r v e ;  h -  N h o u l d  Not  N e r v e ;  ‘> -  Mu s t  Not  N e r v e .



C. To whom s h o u l d  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h o  m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y

r e s p o n s i b l e ?  F i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  l i s t e d  a n d  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  c h e e k  o n e .

B. P r o f e s s i o n a l  N e e d s  o f  t h e  P c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t . — The  r e s p o n d e n t s  

w e r e  a s k e d  t o  a n s w e r  n i n e  q u e s t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  Y e a r s  o f  r e q u i r e d  

t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e  d e g r e e  n e c e s s a r y ,  

u s e  o f  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s , p r o f e s s i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  f r e e d o m  t o  e n g a g e  

i n  " p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e , "  a n d  how t o  i m p r o v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  w e r e  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  a s k e d .  The  q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n s  was  s t r u c t u r e d  by  l i s t i n g  e i g h t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i s a ­

t i o n s  and  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  c h e c k  e a c h  o n e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  c o d e :  1 -  Mus t  B e l o n g ;  P -  S h o u l d  B e l o n g ;  3 -  May B e l o n g ;

-  S h o u l d  Not  B e l o n g ;  5 -  Mus t  Not  B e l o n g .  The q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  was  s t r u c t u r e d  b y  l i s t i n g  f o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  and  

r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  c h e c k  e a c h  o n e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o l l o w ­

i n g  c o d e :  1 -  Must  P o ; P -  N h ou l d  P o ; 3 -  May P o ; )| -  Nhou l d  No t  P o ;

5 -  Must  No t  ])o.

9 .  I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  ( C o m p e t e n c i e s . — T h i s  war. t h e  o n l y  o p e n - e n d e d  

q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  l i s t  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r e a s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  n e e d e d  t o  i m p r o v e  o r  u p g r a d e  t h e i r  s k i l l s  and  c o m p e t e n c i e s .
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C o l l e c t i o n  o f  D a t a  

A m a i l i n g  was  s e n t  t o  t h e  558 p e o p l e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

i n t e r e s t  on F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 7 3 .  E n c l o s e d  was  a  l e t t e r  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  

o n e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  a n d  a  s t a m p e d ,  a d d r e s s e d  e n v e l o p e  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  ( s e e  A p p e n d i c e s  B and  C ) .  A f o l l o w - u p  l e t t e r  was  

m a i l e d  on F e b r u a r y  <?fl, 1 9 7 3 ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  n o n -  

r e s p o n d e n t s  and  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  r a t e  o f  r e t u r n  ( s e c  A p p e n d i x  I )) .

A t o t a l  o f  1417 q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o r  75% w e r e  r e t u r n e d  b y  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  f c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

r e t u r n e d  318  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  ( 7 0 / 0  w h i l e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

r e t u r n e d  99 ( 6 6 %).  Two o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  i n  

t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  b e c a u s e  o f  e r r o r s  i n  c o m p l e t i o n .  'Two q u e s ­

t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s e n d e r  b e c a u s e  o f  a  f a u l t y  a d d r e s s .

T h r e e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  b u t  w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a b o v e  

c o u n t :  t wo  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  t o o  l a t e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and  o n e  f a i l e d  t o

s p e c i f y  w h e t h e r  i t  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  by  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  

d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .

H y p o t h e s e s  a n d  H p c c i f i c  Q u e s t i o n s

H y p o t h e s e s

H y p o t h e s i s  I :  T h e r e  i s  an  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f
t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  ( s c h o o l  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o r  d i r e c t o r s ,  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n )  
on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  on  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

H y p o t h e s i s  I I :  T h e r e  i s  a n  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  
o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  g r o u p  me mb e r ­
s h i p  on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  011 e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  
a c t i v i t i e s .
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H y p o t h e s i s  I I I :  T h e r e  i s  an i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t y p e  a n d  s i z e
o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  
and  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  e m p l o y e d  and 
g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  
r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on e a c h  o f  t h e  
e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

f p e c i f i c  Q u e s t i o n s

1.  What  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e  a n d  i n  t h e  i d e a l  

r o l e  a s  r a n k e d  by  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n ,  and w h a t  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two 

g r o u p s .

What  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  t i m e  a l l o t m e n t  ( p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t i m e  

t o  s p e n d )  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l ,  r o l e  a s  p e r c e i v e d  by  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  w h a t  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  

a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  g r o u p s ?

3.  How p r e p a r e d  i s  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y s t  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  e i g h t

m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  a s  r a n k e d  by s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  anti  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and w h a t  i s  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two g roups . ?

It. What  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h i n  e a c h  g r o u p  b e t w e e n  t h e

r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e ,  

i d e a l  r o l e ,  a d e q u a c y  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  a n d  amount  o f  t i m e  t o  

s p e n d ?

5 . Whnt  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

«►
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services from the school psychologist in the ideal role as 

perceived by school psychologists and directors of special 

education?

6. In what settings or under what environmental conditions should 

the school psychologist perform professional services as per­
ceived by school psychologists and directors of special 

education?

7. What arc the professional needs which help school psychologists 

become approved and certified, keep informed, and meet the 

continuing demands of their role in the schools as perceived

by school psychologists and directors of special education?

8. In what professional areas do the school psychologists need to 

improve their skills and competencies as perceived by both 

school psychologists and directors of special education?

Statistical Analysis 

To test the three hypotheses the univariate analysis of variance 

was used to test each of the eight dependent variables (Finn, 1968).

Kirk (1968, p. 1 9 8) discusses the u g c  of a statistical measure 

called the Estimate of the strength of Association. It enables one to 

find out what proportion of the variance in the dependent variable is 

accounted for by a specific source of variation. It must be emphasized 

that, if the sample size is sufficiently large as is the case with this 

present study, a trivial association between an independent variable and 
a dependent variable may achieve statistical significance. The use of
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this statistic in this study was helpful in determining if there was a 

meaningful difference or not.

To test the distributional agreement of school psychologists 

and directors of special education on each of the fifty-five specific 

activities, the chi-square test of homogeneity was used (Conover,

1971, p. 150).
Kendall's Coefficient of Concordance (Conover, 1971* P* 270) 

was used to measure the extent of agreement within each group between 

present role, ideal role, adequacy of preparation, and time to spend in 

each of the eight major activities. Kendall's Coefficient of Con­
cordance was also used to look at the extent of agreement between the 

Gchool psychologists and directors of special education for the present 
role, ideal role, adequacy of preparation, and time to spend in each of 

the eight major activities.
In order to determine the internal consistency of the items 

within each of the eight major activities, Hoyt's (19^1) Internal 

Consistency Coefficient was calculated. This coefficient looks at the 

extent to which the items measure the same variable - the major activ­

ity. It is in essence a reliability index based on the analysis of 

variance theory. "The coefficient of reliability of a test gives the 

percentage of the obtained variance in the distribution of test scores 

that may be regarded as true variance, that is, as variance not due 

to the unreliability of the measuring instrument" (Hoyt, 19^1* p. 153).
For the remainder of the data, summation and percentage 

statistics were used.
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The statistical programs were run on the digital computer at 

the Michigan State University Computer Center using hoth the CDC 6500 

and the CDC 3600.



CHAPTER IV

AHALY5IS OF RESULTS 

Introduction

This chapter focuses upon the results of the questionnaire and 

the statistical analyses which were used to study the data. The first 

section of the chapter is concerned with general information which 

describes and compares the school psychologists and directors of 

special education according to age, sex, type and size of school 
district, amount of experience, and certification. The second section 

deals with the testing of the three null hypotheses in on attempt to 

discover if amount of teaching experience, amount of professional 

experience as a school psychologist or director of special education, 

and type and size of school district have any effect upon role percep­

tion as defined by the eight major activities. The testing of these 

hypotheses will also determine if there are any statistically signifi­

cant differences between school psychologists and directors of special 

education concerning their perceptions of the eight major activities 

in the ideal role of the school psychologist. The perceived relative 

importance of the fifty-five specific activities and the statistically 

significant differences between the respondent groups on these activ­

ities are detailed in the third section of this chapter. The fourth 

section deals with the rankings of the eight major activities according 
to perceived present role, ideal role, adequacy of preparation, and

*40
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time to spend in the performance of the eight major activities. An 

explanation of which children should receive psychological services 

from the school psychologist in the ideal role is given in section five 

of this chapter. The sixth section discusses the settings for school 

psychological activities as perceived hy the respondents. The seventh 

section details the perceived professional needs of school psychologists 

in Michigan. The final section describes the professional areas in 

which school psychologists need to improve skills and competencies.

General Information 

The total number of respondents to the general information items 

of the questionnaire included 317 school psychologists and 97 directors 

of special education. Because of various omissions of information by 

the respondents, the number of respondents within each table may differ.

Age

In general the school psychologists as a group were younger 

than the directors of special education (see Table l). A total of 

58.6% of the school psychologists were below the age of 39 whereas 

only h i . 9% of the directors of special education were below this age.

A total of 5 6.W  of the directors of special education were between 

1*0 and 59 years of age whereas only 39 Ji# of the psychologists were 

within this age group.

S e x

As shown in Table 2 the school psychologists as a group had a 

slightly higher percentage of males (565) to females whereas the

large majority of the directors of special education were males (83.55).
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TABLE 1.— Age of Respondents.

Less
than 30 30-39

Group % 0 0  % (N)

Psychologists 20.5 (63) 38.1(117) 28.6 (88) 10.8 (33) 2 (6)
(N = 307)

Directors 5-3 (5) 36.2 ( 3]0  36.2 (3>0 20.2 (19) 2.1 (2)
(H = 9>0

TABLE 2.— Sex of Respondents.

Male Female

Group % 0 0 % 0 0

Psychologists 56 (178) U  (136)
(N = 316)

Directors 83.5 (8 1 ) 1 6 . 5 (1 6 )
(N = 97)

Type of District in Which Employed

As shown in Table 3 the majority of school psychologists (62.7/*) 

and directors of special education (53$) were employed in local school 

districts. A total of 35.7$ of the school psychologists and h^% of 

the directors of special education were employed in intermediate school 

districts.

P u b l i c  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t  P o p u l a t i o n  
i n  t h e  E m p l o y i n g  D i s t r i c t

As shown in Table approximately a third of the school psychol­
ogists worked in each of three district sizes witli student populations

Uo-J*9 50-59 60+

% (H) % (H) % (N)
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of 0-9999 (33.15?), 10 ,000-2)* ,999 (37.3)?), and 25,000+ (29.6)?). A total 

of 1*2 .75? of the directors of special education worked in a district 

size of 0- 99 99 , 38 . 55? worked in a district size of 10 ,000-21* ,9 9 9 » and

lB.8?E worked in a district size of 2 5 ,0 0 0 or more.

TABLE 3.— Type of District in Which the Respondents were Employed.

Local Intermedi ate Other*

Group 5? (H) 5? 0 0 % 0 0

Psychologists 62.7 (197) 
(N = 31̂ ')

Directors 53 (51)
(H = 9 6 )

35.7 (112) 

1*5 (1*3)

1 . 6 (5 ) 

2 (2 )

* "Other" refers to those employed in specific schools or 
psycho-diagnostic clinics.

TABLE )*.— The Size of the Public School 
Districts of the Respondents.

Student Population in the School

0-9999 1 0 ,000-pl* ,999 2 5 ,0 0 0+
Group % 0 0 % 00 % 0 0

Psychologists 33.1 (103) 
(N = 311)

Directors It,?. 7 ()tl) 
(N = 96)

3 7 .3 (1 1 6) 

3 8 .5 (37)

29.6 (92) 

1 8 .8 (1 8 )

Years of Professional Experience 
as a School Psychologist or 
Director of Special Education

It is evident that school psychologists as a group had les3

experience in their positions than did the directors of special education
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in their positions (see Table 5). A total of k6,6% or almost half 

of the school psychologists had l-l* years of experience as a school 

psychologist. A total of 38.3# of the directors of special education 

had 1—i* years of experience, Ul.5# had 5-9 years of experience, and 
1 9 .2# had 10+ years of experience.

TABLE 5*— Years of Professional Experience as a School Psychologist 
or Director of Special Education.

0 l - l i  5 - 9  10+

Group % (H) % (N) % (N) % (N)

Psychologists .6 (2 ) L6.6 (lh6) 35.2 (lio) 1 7 .6 (55)
(M = 313)

Directors 1 (l) 38.3 (36) 111.5 (39) 19*2 (18)
(N = 9 J0

Highest Degree Earned

Two-thirds of the school psychologists {66%) and two-thirds 

(6 7 .5#) of the directors of special education earned their M.A. or M.S. 

degree as their highest degree (see Table 6). A total of 20# of the 

school psychologists and 18# of the directors of special education 

attained the Educational Specialist degree. A total of 13# of the 

school psychologists and 13.5# of the directors attained either the 

Ed.D or Ph.D. Approximately one-third of each group had degrees above 

the M.A. or M.S. level whereas only 1# of both groups had less than an 

M.A. or M.S. degree.
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TABLE 6 .— Highest Degree Earned hy the Respondents.

BS or BA MS or HA Ed.S Ed.D Fh.D

Group # (N) # (N) # (N) % (N) # (H)

Psychologists 1 ( M  66 (208) PO (6p) 5 (l6 ) 8 (25)
(N = 315)

Directors 1 (l) 67.5 (6 5 ) 18 (17) 6.2 (6 ) 7*3 (7)
(N = 96)

Type of Approval as a School 
Diagnostician or Director 
of Special Education

The majority of school psychologists (85$) had permanent 

approval as a school diagnostician in Michigan, and 15# had temporary 

approval (see Table 7). A majority of the directors of special educa­

tion (62#) had permanent approval in Michigan. A total of lh% had 

temporary approval, 17# received "grandfather" approval, and 7# vere 

not approved.

TABLE 7.— Type of Approval as a School Diagnostician or Director of 
Special Education.

Temporary Permanent Grandfather* Not Approved* 

Group # (N) # (H) # (II) # (N)

Psychologists 15 0'7) 85 (2 6 9 ) X X  X X
(N = 3 1 6)

Directors lL (13) 62 (60) 17 (1 6 ) 7 (7 )
(N = 96) __________

* Does not apply to School Psychologists
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Type of Teacher Certification

In order to be approved as a school psychologist in Michigan 

it is not essential to have a teacher certificate, while it is necessary 

for the directors of special education. A total of 31# of the school 

psychologists in Michigan did not have a teacher certificate (see 

Table 8 ). The majority of both school psychologists (5*J#) and direc­
tors of special education (8 9J4#) had permanent teacher certificates.

TABLE 8 .— Type of Teacher Certification of the Respondents.

Provisional Permanent Life Not Certified

Group % (N) % (N) # (IJ) % (11)

Psychologists 11 ( 3 M  5*4 (168) I4 (13) 31 (9 6 )
(N = 311)

Directors 3.2 (3) 8 9 .>4 (8L) 5.3 (5) 2.1 (2)
(« = 9]<)

Level of Teacher Certification

As shown in Table 9, 21.7# of the school psychologists had 
elementary certification, 31.7# had secondary certification, and lU% 

had both elementary and secondary certification. A total of 22# of the 

directors had elementary certification, 31# had secondary certification, 

and I45# had both elementary and secondary certification.

Professional Approval in Other 
Areas of Special Education

As shown in Table 10, 81.5# of the school psychologists did not 

have approval in any other area of special education. A total of 87# 

of the directors of special education, on the other hand, had approval
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in at least one other area of special education with 27% having approval 

in more than one special education area. It can be concluded that 

directors of special education as a group had a much stronger back­

ground in special education than did the school psychologists.

TABLE 9.— Level of Teacher Certification of the Respondents.

Both Elementary
Elementary Secondary and Secondary Hone of Above

Group % 0 0 % 0 0 % 0 0 % (N)

Psychologists 21.7 (65) 31.7 (95) lti (>*2) 32.6 (98)
(N = 300)

Directors 22 (20) 31 (2 8 ) 1*5 (fcl) 2 (2)
(M = 91)

TABLE 10.— Professional Approval of the Respondents in Other Special 
Education Areas.

Group

H;»oP
P.ft
•X

% (M)

p
o•H

<P

cd U ■p d a  p  ai at
>: k

( N)

no
•rJ

P  .c o a  o) ai P 
cj U ft or/j D

% ( H )

1
cdo0
T3 tO 
W  cd QJ
3  3

«) o <u o
P  f t -H O W P

% ( H)

cda h  4i
C P 
O *H cd 

(J Cf t  O 
X! to -H 
P  P  

P cd u u u  U & 0  
O P  'tfs o w

(N)

BPsychologists 6 1 . 5 ( 257 )
(N = 317)

Directors 13 (13) 27
(N = 97)

( 26)  3 ( 9 ) 1* (HO

( 26)  1 6 . 5  0 6 )  1 6 . 5  (16)

3.5 (11) 
27 (2 6 )
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Years of Teaching Experience

As shown in Table 11, 29*1# of the school psychologists did not 

have any teaching experience. Only lU.5% of the school psychologists 

had more than 10 or more years of teaching experience. The directors 

of special education, on the other hand, had considerably more teaching 

experience than did the school psychologists. Only 3,2# of the direc­

tors had no teaching experience, and slightly more than half or 51.1% 

had 10 or more years of teaching experience.

TABLE 11.— Years of Teaching Experience of the Respondents.

0 1-h 5 - 9 1 0 +

Group % (N) % (N) % (N) % (M)

Psychologists 
(N = 30 5 )  

Directors 
(N = 9 1*)

2 9 . 1  ( 8 9 )  

3 . 2  ( 3 )

3 3 . 1 ( 1 0 1 )  

1 0 . 6  ( 1 0 )

2 3 . 3  ( 7 1 )  

3 5 . 1  ( 3 3 )

l h . 5  (MO 

5 1 . 1  (1*8)

Employment of Directors of Special 
Education as School Diagnosticians or 
School Psychologists (Respondents: 
special education directors only)

A total of 21 out of 96 directors or 22# have had employment 

experience as school diagnosticians or school psychologists.

Levels of Certification for School 
Psychologists according to the Psychol­
ogist Registration Act (Respondents: 
school psychologists only)

A total of 10 out of 290 (3-5#) were certified at the consulting 

psychologist level. A total of 35 (12#) were certified at the



p s y c h o l o g i s t  l e v e l .  A p l u r a l i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (N = l T l  

o r  1*8. 5 / 0  w e r e  c e r t i f i e d  at,  t h e  p n y c h o l  o g i c a l  e x a m i n e r  l e v e l .  A 

t o t a l  o f  1 Oh o r  '*,(•>% w c r o  n o t  c e r t i f i e d  a t  a n y  l e v e l .  ( i t  s h o u l d  b e  

n o t e d  t h a t  i t  if; n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l ie c e r t i f i e d  a t  a n y  l e v e l  u n l e s s  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  d e c i d e s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e . )

P e r s o n n e l  t o  whom Mchool  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  
w e r e  Immcdi  a t e l y  h c s p o n s i b l  e f d e s p o n d e n t : ’ : 
s c h o o l  p s y c h o l  < g.i s t . s  o n l  y )

'I’he  m a j o r i t y  o f  D i e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( '>8(0 w e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

r e s p o n s . i I *  1 e  t o  a  I ' i r e c t o r  o f  M p c c i n l  K d u c a t i o n  ( s e e  T a b l e  I f ) .

TATLh I P . — P e r s o n n e l  t o  whom Mchoo l  P s y c h o l  ng i s  t, s, w e r e  I m m e d i a t e l y  
l i e s p o n s  i b l  e .

( I r o u p  % (II)

b i r e e t o r  o f  P u p i l  I’e r s o n n e l  10  ( 8 0 )
b i r e c t o r  o f  M p e c i a l  K d u c a t i o n  58 ( l 8 b )
U u p e r  i n t e n d e i i t  '{ (Mb)
I ' i r e c t o r  i n - i’o o r d  i i i a t u r  o f  1 ' s y c l i o l  t ,gi  cm 1 M e r v i r e s  IS (1*8)
o t h e r  .1 o (81.)

U ( Mc hoo l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s )  = -.1

Pn i  v e r s . i  t  i o s  A t t e n d e d  by Mchool
1 T y c h o  1 i p i  s tS '  ( h<' spoi l  l e n t s  : 
s c h o o l  p s y c h o l  op i s. ts.  o n l y )

As shown  i n  T a b l e  1 1 ,  M i c h i g a n  f t  a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( M 8 . V,’. ') am i 

V.'ayne M t n t e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( M T'.') h a v e  t r a i n e d  m o s t  . f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  M i c h i g a n .  V . V s t e r u  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  t r a i n e d  

I T . V;,'; U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n  t r a i n e d  I f . b e n t r a i  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  

t r a i n e d  ‘Mi; o t h e r  U. U.  c o l l e g e s ,  t r a i n e d  1 U . 8 8 ,
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TABLE 13.— Universities Which have Trained School Psychologists.

Group % 0 0

Michigan State University 23.3 (72)
Wayne State University 23 (70)
Western Michigan University 17. ** (5*0
University of Michigan 15.5 (148)
Central Michigan University 8 (2 5 )
Other U.S. college or university 12.8 Ci*o)

N (School Psychologists) = 309

University Departments Which have 
Trained School Psychologists 
(Respondents: school psychologists only)

The plurality of the school psychologists (31%) were trained in 

psychology departments at the various universities (see Table lh). 

Education departments accounted for the training of 28# of the school 
psychologists. A total of lh,6# were trained in Joint programs com­

bining both the education and the psychology departments. A total of 

I5 J 1# of the school psychologists answered this question by describing 
the department as educational psychology! since it was not Known 

whether this was a program located in an education or psychology depart­

ment, this was retained as a separate category.

Testing of Hypotheses
Before the null hypotheses were tested, Hoyt's Internal Con­

sistency Coefficient was calculated for each of the eight major 

activities to determine the extent to which each of the items which 

comprised a major activity were measuring the same thing, that is, the 

extent to which the items were unidimensional (see Table 15). These
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TABLE lU.— University Departments Which have Trained School 
Psychologists.

Group % (N)

Psychology 37 (105)
Education 28 (78)
Educational Psychology 15 - (li3)
Education and Psychology 1 U.6 (in)
Other 5 (HO

N (School Psychologists) = 281

TABLE 15.— Hoyt's Internal Consistency Measure 
Activities (II = hit).

for Eight Major

Internal
Activity Consistency

Diagnosis .71
Psycho-Educational Planning .59
Child Therapy .6h
Parent Consultation .32
Community Relationships .76
School Program Consultation .83
Administration of Special Education Programs .71
Research • 7Ji

coefficients were relatively high except for Psycho-Educational Plan­

ning (.59) and Parent Consultation ( . 3 . ? ) .  Because of these smaller 

coefficients, it became more difficult to find significant differences 

in the analysis of variance.

As shown in Table 1.6, the correlations between the eight major 

activities of the school, psychologists were generally low which indi­

cates that responses to each of the eight major activities were 

relatively independent. All of the 28 correlations fell below .50
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e x c e p t  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n ­

n i n g  ( . 5 l ) »  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  S c h o o l  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  

Comm unity  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( . 6 3 ) ,  a n d  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  S c h o o l  

C o n s u l t a t i o n  and A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  ( * 5 M *

F o r  e a c h  h y p o t h e s i s  t e s t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u b j e c t s  w h ic h  w e r e  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d e s i g n  v a r i e d  s o m ew h a t  d u e  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  

t o  m i s s i n g  d a t a .  F o r  e a c h  h y p o t h e s i s  t e s t  a  p e r c e n t a g e  s t a t i s t i c —  

t h e  E s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  S t r e n g t h  o f  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K i r k ,  I 9 6 0 ,  p .  1 9 8 ) — was 

u s e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  e a c h  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t .  T h e  

d e c i s i o n  r u l e  i n  a l l  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e s t s  was  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  

a t  t h e  .0 5  l e v e l .  ( T h e  a s t e r i s k s  i n  e a c h  t a b l e  i n d i c a t e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

a t  t h e  . 0 5  l e v e l  f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t . )

H u l l  H y p o t h e s i s  I

T h e r e  i n  n o  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  a n d  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  ( s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o r  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n )  on  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­
g i s t  on  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

The d e s i g n s  u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  w e r e  tw o -w a y  f i x e d  

e f f e c t s  A n a l y s e s  o f  V a r i a n c e ,  o n e  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b l e s .  The g r o u p  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  (N = 38**) had  tw o  l e v e l s :  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (N = .999) a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

(N = 8 9 ) .  The  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  had  f o u r  l e v e l s :  

0 y e a r s ,  1 -U y e a r s ,  9 - 9  y e a r s ,  a n d  10+ y e a r s .  T h i s  was  an u n b a l a n c e d  

d e s i g n  i n  w h ic h  t h e r e  was  an  u n e q u a l  num ber  o f  s u b j e c t s  p e r  c e l l .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  u n b a l a n c e d  d e s i g n  i t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  e a c h  

s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  T a b l e  17 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  m e a n s  and



TABLE I T - — Means o f  t h e  t i g h t  M a jo r  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  
x Group (I* = 331*).

ir-** o
*u u
C3 d E
CJ o O H
c-i EL e* O c

o 0 -H 0  to
0 EL +> tn 1 -H C

* Ll O 0 0  -u i~t
EL ?

W o O c jn d  c
3 £ > — '—\ M o  o  c
O d p ■Ll iP a >i d  d
u o d ~  o — < n  d  H
U3 >- ■H .—. \ Tj CJ a t a t

Means o f  t h e  E i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s
coc "Ho -p

to ■H d rH
c -p Li d C

p  c d pi —i o x:H ip 0 = -p 31 O Ip oEL P O C —1 1—1 d rH ■p  d -P Li
n  o d d 3 -P 0 Li 3 d el d d■—1 Li o C £ d o to d ■LUO <u-P V t  3 c <—l p O C « 3 tn
J£ JO d o O <U o L O ■o L d d
U F Cl o u c W CL CJ c o w 05

0 37 1*1*. 17 2 6 .2 5 1 1 .3 7 12.61* 3 0 .3 7 1*2 . 2 2 1 6 .5 5 1 2 .8 5
School 1 - 1* 96 1*1.89 2 6 . 1*6 1 1 . 1*1 1 5 . 0 9 3 0 .9 0 1*2.27 1 6 . 3 2 1 3 . 1 6
Psychologists 5-9 69 1*1.96 26.1*3 1 1 .0 9 1 5 . 1 6 3 0 . 6 1 1*2 . 1*2 1 6 . 9 0 13-!*6

10+ 1*3 1 1 . 2 6 26.71* 1 1 . 1*1* 1 5 . 0 0 3 0 .5 1 1*1.1*7 1 5 . 5 8 1 3 . 2 6

Directors 0 3 1*L. 67 2 6 . 0 0 1 1 .6 7 1 5 . 6 7 3 3 .6 7 1*2.33 1 6 .6 7 1 3 . 3 3
of Special 1 - 1* Q 1*1.89 21*. 1*1* 9 . 6 7 ll* .7 8 2 8 .3 3 35 .89 l l * .22 1 2 . 7 8
Education 5-9 31 1*3.16 25.1*2 1 0 . 0 0 1 5 . 9 1 29.71* 38 .1 3 1 1 . 0 6 1 2 . 6 8

10+

Pooled

1*6 1*3.00 2 5 . 6 7 1 0 . 3 9 1 5 . 0 2 29.71* 39 .3 3 I U . 5 0 1 3 . 2 0

Standard
Deviation

3 . 7 0 2 . 1*0 2 . 1 5 1.81* 3 . 6 1 5 .36 3.01* 2 . 1 0
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p o o l e d  s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  on t h e  e i g h t  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e s  and  t h e  num­

b e r  o f  s u b j e c t s  p e r  c e l l  i n  t h e  d e s i g n .

D i a g n o s i s . — As shown i n  T a b l e  1 8 ,  t h e r e  was no  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  amount o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and  g r o u p  

m e m b e r s h ip  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  o f  D i a g n o s i s .  M o o ,  t h e  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e  had  no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r ­

t a n c e  o f  D i a g n o s i s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  T h e r e  

was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  m a i n  e f f e c t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  w e i g h t e d  

means  f o r  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  D i a g n o s i s  was  p e r c e i v e d  a s  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  b y  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (mean  = 1*1* .6 ) t h a n  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  (mean = 1*3.0) .  The  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by  t h i s  g r o u p  e f f e c t  was  3 . 0 $ s u g g e s t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and  g r o u p  was 

n m o l1 .

TABLE l f l . — Two-way E i x e d  E f f e c t s  AUOVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  and  Group  
M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  D i a g n o s i s .

Bounces  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d l ’

Mean
f q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 1 7 5 . 0 3 1 8 . 7 7 , 0 0 0 b*
T e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e 3 8 . 5 7 .l« i
I n t e r n e t i  on 3 1 0 . YM .7 8 .501*7
E r r o r 376 1 3 . 7 0
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Psycho-Educational Planning.— As shown in Table 19» there was 

no significant interaction effect between amount of teaching experience 

and group membership on the variable of Psycho-Educational Planning.

A l s o , t h e  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t . T h e r e  was  a s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  

e f f e c t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  w e i g h t e d  means  f o r  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y G t ,  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  

P l a n n i n g  was p e r c e i v e d  a s  s l i g h t l y  more  i m p o r t a n t  by t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  (mean = ? 6 J i )  t h a n  by  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  (mean = 

P 5 . 5 ) .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by t h i s  g r o u p  e f f e c t  was 2 . 6 % s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and g r o u p  was  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .

TABLE 1 9 . — Two-way P i x c d  E f f e c t s  AUOVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  and  Group 
Membership*— D e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e :  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g .

E o u r c c a  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  f jq u a re  E r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 6 3 . 9 7  1 0 . 0 7  . 0 0 1 1 *
T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  3 3 J i 5 .00 .6169
I n t e r a c t i o n  3 3,00  .93 ,66B7
E r r o r  376 9*77

P h i l d  T h e r a p y . — As shown i n  T a b l e  3 0 ,  t h e r e  was n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  am ount o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and g r o u p  

m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  o f  (’h i  I d  T h e r a p y .  A l s o ,  t h e  am o u n t  o f  t e a c h ­

in g  e x p e r i e n c e  had  no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  C h i l d  T h e r a p y  i n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e .
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T h e r e  was  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  e f f e c t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  w e i g h t e d  

m eans  f o r  t h e  two g r o u p s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  C h i l d  T h e r a p y  was  p e r c e i v e d  a s  s l i g h t l y  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  b y  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (mean = 1 1 . 3 ) t h a n  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l

e d u c a t i o n  (mean = 1 0 . ? ) .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h i s  g r o u p  e f f e c t  was U . 3%t s u g g e s t ­

i n g  a  s m a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and  g r o u p .

TABLE 2 0 . — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AEOVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  and  G roup  
M e m b e r s h ip — D ep e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  C h i l d  T h e r a p y .

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e 1’ r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 6 2 , 8 3 1 7 . 9 9 .0 0 0 1 #
T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e 3 2 . 6 9 • 58 .6255
I n t e r a c t ! o n 3 3 . 0 3 . 66 .5 7 8 0
E r r o r 376 . 60

P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g . — As shown i n  T a b l e  2 1 ,  t h e r e  was no  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  p r e s e n t  b e t w e e n  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

and  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .  

A l s o , t h e  amount o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  had  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  i n  t h e  i d e a l  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e .  T h e r e  w as  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  o f  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .
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TABLE 2 1 . — Two-way F ixed  E f f e c t s  AIIOVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  G roup  
M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .

S o u r c e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  S q u a r e  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group  1 7 .1(2 2 . 2 0  . 1 3 0 0
T e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  3 6 . 2 h  1 . 0 5  .1 3 7 5
I n t e r a c t i o n  3 2 . 9 6  . 0 0  .**525
E r r o r  376 3 . 3 7

Community  B e l a t i o n s h i p s . - - A s  shown i n  T a b l e  2 2 ,  t h e r e  was no  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and  

g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  o f  Community  E c l a t i o n s h i p s . Amount o f  

t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  had  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  Communi ty R c l a t i o n c h i p s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  r o l e .  T h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  e f f e c t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  

w e i g h t e d  m eans  f o r  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  Community  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  was  p e r c e i v e d  a s  

s l i g h t l y  more  i m p o r t a n t  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  p r . y c l i o I o g i r . t n  (mean -  3 0 . 6 )  t h a n  

by  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  (mean = 2 0 . 7 ) .  The  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by  t h i s  g r o u p

TABLE 2 2 . — 'IVo-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AH OVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  and G roup  
M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  Community R e l a t i o n s h i p s .

G o u r e e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  G q u a r e  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 5 3 . 7 1’ h . 1 :l . 0 *t3 2 #
T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  3 1 . 0 7  . 0 8  . 9 6 9 6
I n t e r a c t i o n  3 2 * i . 7 i  1 PH) . 1 3 0 0
E r r o r  376 1 3 . 0 5
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e f f e c t  was . 8% w h i c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  "between t h e  d e p e n d ­

e n t  v a r i a b l e  a n d  g r o u p  was v e r y  s m a l l .

P ro g ra m  C o n s u l t a t i o n . — As shown i n  T a b l e  2 3 ,  t h e r e  was no  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  

and g r o u p  m e m b e r s h ip  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  o f  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n .  A l s o , t h e  

amount o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon  t h e  p e r c e p ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  t h e  i d e a l  gcj o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e .  T h e r e  was  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  e f f e c t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  

o f  t h e  w e i g h t e d  means  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o ! o g i s t , P r o g r a m  Consul  t a t i o n  was  p e r c e i v e d  an  s l i g h t l y  more  

i m p o r t a n t  by  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (mean = )j2 . 2 ) t h a n  by  t h e  d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  (mean = 3 8 . 7 )  • The  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

v n r i u n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h i s  g r o u p  e f f e c t  

was s u g g e s t i n g  a  s m a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e

and g r o u p .

TAHLK : M . — Two-way  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AIIOVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  G r o u p  
Membersl i i  p — I m p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e  : P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n .

P o u n c e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  1 ' q u n r e  V  r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Gr o u p
T e a c h i n g  e x p e r i c n e e
I n t e r a e t i  on
E r r o r

1 8) iC . 3 ) i

3 1 .  6 o
i 8 3 . 6 0

376 c H.78

f’d . 3 0  . 0 0 0 1 *
. 0 6  . 0 8 : ’7

1 . 8 6  .1 3 8 1
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A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n . — As shown i n  T a b l e  2 k ,  

t h e r e  w as  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  a m oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e  and  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  v a r i a b l e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n .  A l s o , t h e  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  n o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e .  T h e r e  

was a s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p  e f f e c t .  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  w e i g h t e d  m e a n s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  A d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n  o f  G p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  was  p e r c e i v e d  a s  s l i g h t l y  more i m p o r t a n t  b y  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (mean  = l 6 . l t )  t h a n  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  (mean = .11*. M  . The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by  t h i s  g r o u p  e f f e c t  was 7*1 /5 ,  s u g g e s t ­

i n g  o n l y  a  s m a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  a n d  g r o u p .

TABLE f i t . — Two-way E i x c d  E f f e c t s  AIJOVA on  T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  Group 
M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  G p e c i a l
E d u c a t  i o n .

f i o u r c e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  f q u a r e  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

G r o u p  1 f 8 n . n i  -jO.15 .0 0 0 1 *
' f e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  1 7 * 6 1  . 8 1  .1(866
i n t e r a c t i o n  1 1S . 1 8  1 . 6 ‘j  . 170^
E r r o r  176  O . f l

B e s e u r c h . — As shown i n  T a b l e  f h  , t h e r e  was  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  p r e s e n t  b e t w e e n  a m o u n t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and  

g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  i l e s e a r c h .  A l s o ,  t h e  

a m oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e
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perception of the importance of Research in the ideal school psycholo­

gist role. There was no significant difference between the percep­

tions of school psychologists and directors of special education on the 

variable of Research.

TABLE 25*— Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  ANOVA on T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  and  G ro u p  
M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  R e s e a r c h .

.Sources  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

G roup 1 2 . 0 9 .>48 . 1+906
T e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e 3 1* . 2 8 .97 J4051
I n t e r a c t i o n 3 2 . 6 5 . 6 0 . 6 1 3 7
E r r o r 376 >4.1*0

In  s u m m a ry ,n o n e o f  t h e e i g h t  s u b - n u l l h y p o t h e s e s w e r e  r e j e c t e d

f o r  t h e r e  were  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s .  In  a d d i t i o n , t e a c h i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e  had n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon  how s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  on t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  A l s o ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t u e e n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  on  s i x  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e r e  was  a t e n d e n c y  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  t o  p e r c e i v e  D i a g n o s i s ,  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g ,  P h i l d  T h e r a p y ,  

Communi ty  R e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  and  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P ro g ra m s  a s  s l i g h t l y  m ore  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  

o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s i x  

d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  and  g r o u p  was  s m a l l ,  and  i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  t h e  means w e r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l .
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Null Hypothesis II

There is no interaction between amount of professional experi­
ence as either a school psychologist or director of special education 
and group membership on the perception of the ideal role of the 
school psychologist on each of the eight major activities.

The d e s i g n s  u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  w e r e  tw o -w a y  f i x e d  

e f f e c t s  A n a l y s e s  o f  V a r i a n c e ,  one f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b l e s ,  The  g r o u p  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  (N = h a d  tw o  l e v e l s :

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  (N = 2 5 5 )  and d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

(N = 8 5 ) .  The p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  h a d  t h r e e  

l e v e l s :  1-1* y e a r s ,  5 - 9  y e a r s ,  10+ y e a r s ,  To t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  i t

was  p o s s i b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  a  p r o p o r t i o n a l  d e s i g n  by  d r o p p i n g  Mj s u b j e c t s  

u t i l i z i n g  a t a b l e  o f  r a n d o m  n u m b e r s .  The u s e  o f  a  p r o p o r t i o n a l  d e s i g n  

a l l o w e d  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  t e s t i n g  o f  e a c h  s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n .  T a b l e  26 

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  means  anti p o o l e d  s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  on t h e  e i g h t  d e p e n d ­

e n t  m e a s u r e s  and  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u b j e c t s  p e r  c e l l  i n  t h e  d e s i g n .  I n  

t h i s  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  t h e  g r o u p  m a in  e f f e c t  w i l l  n o t  b e  t e s t e d  s i n c e  i t  

was  a l r e a d y  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  N u l l  H y p o t h e s i s  T. The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  

h e r o  i n  t h e  g r o u p  main  e f f e c t  ( w e i g h t e d  m e a n s )  wou ld  b e  due  t o  t h e  

ran d o m  re m o v a l  o f  s u b j e c t s  t o  make t h i s  d e s i g n  p r o p o r t i o n a l .  G roup  

m e m b e r s h i p  was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  d e s i g n  i n  o r d e r  t o  r em ove  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  

d u e  t o  t h e  g r o u p  e f f e c t  a n d  t h e r e b y  make  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  

m o r e  p r e c i s e .

P i a g n o s i  s . — As shown i n  T a b l e  27 , t h e r e  was no  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  am o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  

e i t h e r  a s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  g r o u p  

m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  D i a g n o s i s .  A l s o , t h e  am oun t  o f



TAELZ 26 . — Means o f  t h e  n i g h t  M a jo r  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
E x p e r i e n c e  x Orcup (D = 3 l 0 ) .

Means o f  t h e  E i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s
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S c h o o l
P s y c h o l o g i s t s

D i r e c t o r s  
o f  S p e c i a l  
E d u c a t i o n

1 - 1  102 1 1 .5 2 2 6 . 6 6 1 0 .9 9 1 1 .6 7 3 0 . 0 2 1 1 .6 1 1 5 . 8 9 1 3 . 0 1
5-9  102 1 1 .7 5 2 6 .3 5 1 1 .3 1 1 5 .0 3 3 0 . 2 6 H . 6 9 1 6 . 1 2 1 3 . 0 7
10+ 51 1 5 .3 7 2 6 . 2 2 1 2 .2 7 1 5 .2 1 32 .5 3 1 1 .1 7 1 8 . 0 8 1 3 . 7 8

1 - 1  31 1 3 . 26 2 5 . 8 2 1 0 . 3 8 1 5 . 5 3 2 9 .3 2 39-29 1 5 . 2 6 1 2 . 5 0
5-9  31 1 3 .1 2 2 6 . 0 0 1 0 . 1 8 15 .  l l 3 1 .0 9 39 .11 1 1 . 6 8 1 3 . 1 1
1 0 + 17 1 2 .3 3 2 1 . 2 1 9 . 9 1 H . 5 9 2 7 . 8 2 3 5 .5 3 1 1 . 9 l 1 2 . 8 2

P o o le d
S t a n d a r d
D e v i a t i o n

3 . 6 6 2 . 3 2 2 . 0 9 1 . 3 1 3 .1 9 5 . 2 2 2 . 8 6 2 . 1 1
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p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  D i a g n o s i s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e .

TABLE 2 7 . — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AHOVA on P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  
Group  M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  D i a g n o s i s .

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 1 7 3 . 7 7 1 2 . 9 5 . 0001)*
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e 2 6 . 8 l . 5 1 .6 0 2 5
I n t e r a c t i o n n 6 . 5 0 . 1)8 . 6 1 6 6
E r r o r 33>< 13  J )2

P s y c h o - E d u c n t , i o n a l  P l a n n i n g . — As shown i n  T a b l e  2 8 ,  t h e r e  was 

no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  am oun t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  and  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P s y c h o -  

E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g .  A l s o , t h e  am oun t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  

e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  n o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  P s y c h o -  

E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e ,

TABLE 2 8 , — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  ANOVA on P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  
Group M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l
PI mini  n g .

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
G quare F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  2 
I n t e r a c t i o n  2
E r r o r  33*i

1)8. 38 
1 8 . 1 5  
11 . 2 9  

5 . 3 6

9 . 0 1
o  '~>-r1-  .  1.  | 
2.10

. 0 0 2 9 *

. 1 0 5 3

.1 8 3 5
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Child Therapy.— As shown in Table 29» there was no significant 

interaction effect between amount of professional experience as either 

a school psychologist or director of special education and group 

membership on the dependent variable of Child Therapy. There was a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  experience m ain  effect. The weighted means 

indicated that as the amount of professional experience increased, the 

importance o f  C h i l d  Therapy increased sb  perceived by both groups.

(Means f o r  a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e :  1 - ^  y e a r s  = 1 0 . 8 ;

5 - 9  y e a r s  = 1 1 . 1 ;  10+ y e a r s  = 1 1 . 7 * )  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  e f f e c t  was 1 . 5 % ,  s u g g e s t i n g  a  s m a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .

TABLE 2 9 . — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AUOVA on P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  and  
C r o u p  M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e  : C h i l d  T h e r a p y .

I’o u r e c s  o f  Mean
Variation df Oquare F ratio p. less than

C ro u p  1 80.2^1 20 .21  . 0 0 0 1 *
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  2 1 6 . 7 0  3 . 8 2  .0228*
I n t e r a c t i o n  2 1 2 . 6 6  2 . 9 0  . 0 5 6 5
E r r o r  33)j 1*. 3T

P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g . — As shown i n  T a b l e  3 0 , t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  

f o r  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  c o u l d  n o t  b e  r e j e c t e d  

f o r  t h e r e  was  no  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t .  The a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  1' o r  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  

P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .
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TABLE 3 0 . — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AUOVA on  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  and 
G roup  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e : P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 T.T7 2 . 2 9 .1311*
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e O£_ 2 . 7 3 . 8 0 .1*1*89
I n t e r a c t i o n n 9 - 6 9 2 . 8 5 .0590
E r r o r 33>« 3.1*0

Community  R e l a t i o n s h i p s . — As shown i n  T a b l e  31» t h e r e  w as  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  amount o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  a n d  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  Community  R e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s .  The m eans  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  10 o r  

more  y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  an  com pared  t o  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  w i t h  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  Community R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a s  more 

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  10 o r  more y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  d i r e c t o r s  w i t h  l e n s  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  i t  

t o  be  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  ( s e e  F i g u r e  l ) .  T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  a c c o u n t e d  

f o r  5 . 0 8 % o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  and  i n d i c a t e d  

o n l y  a s m a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  a n d  t h e  

s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n .

T h e r e  was  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  m a in  e f f e c t .

The means  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  Community  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  p e r ­

c e i v e d  b y  b o t h  g r o u p s .  (Means f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e :  1 - !t

y e a r s  -  2 0 . 0 ;  5 - 9  y e a r s  = 3 0 . 5 ;  10+ y e a r s  = 3 1 . )  . The p r o p o r t i o n  o f
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t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  e f f e c t  was 1 . 8 # s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w as  s m a l l .

TABLE 3 1 . — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  ANOVA on P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  and  
G roup  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  Communi ty
B e l a t i o n s h i p s .

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o

»■■■< m .1 « I«|

p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 5 5 . 0 7 )<.52 .03li3*
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e ?. 5 3 . 0 7 ) i . 35 . 0 1 3 6 *
I n t e r a c t i o n 2 1 2 6 . 5 3 1 0 . 3 8 . 0 0 0 1 *
E r r o r 33)i 1 2 . 1 9

in
P.•H
.cin
ao

Cl ■ H  P 4->o a) o
(O 4)

n;c
a) :(U 4J

[1oo

33

30

31 

30 

29 

28  

27

n4
1

Fsychologi st: D i r e c t o r s

1 - h  y e a r s  
5 - 9  y e a r s  
1 0 + y e a r s

F i g u r e  3 . — G roup  x Amount o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  I n t e r a c t i o n  
f o r  t h e  V a r i a b l e — Community  H e l a t i o n s h i p s .
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P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n . — As shown i n  T a b l e  3 2 ,  t h e r e  was  a  s i g n i f ­

i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  am oun t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and  

g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n .  The 

m eans  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  10 o r  m o re  y e a r s  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  c o m p a re d  t o  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  l e s s  

e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n  a s  m ore  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  10 o r  m ore  y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  c o m p a re d  

t o  d i r e c t o r s  w i t h  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  i t  t o  b e  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  

( s e e  F i g u r e  2 ) .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  

e f f e c t  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  3 .'{6 % o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  

m e a s u r e  s u g g e s t i n g  o n l y  a  v e r y  s m a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b l e  and  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n .  Amount o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  had  no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a ­

t i o n  I n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  r o l e .

TABLE 3 2 , — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  ANOVA on  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  and  
G roup  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n .

G o u r c e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  G qiia re  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

G roup  1 30. B7 . 0 0 0 1 *
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  2 3 6 . 1 7  1 . 3 3  . 2 6 7 2
I n t e r a c t i o n  2 22 ) i . 37 B .2 2  .OOOh*
E r r o r  33^ 2 7 . 2 9
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1
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1

P s y c h o l o g i  s t s D i r e c t o r s

1 - 1| y e a r s  
5 - 9  y e a r s  

3:  1 0 + y e a r s

1 :

F i g u r e  C ro u p  x Amount o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  H x p e r i e n c c  I n t e r a c t i o n  
f o r  t h e  V u r i a b i e — P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n .
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A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n . — As shown i n  T a b l e  3 3 ,  

t h e r e  was  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  am o u n t  o f  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n .  The means  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  10  o r  more y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  com­

p a r e d  t o  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  A d m i n i s ­

t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  a s  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  

10  o r  m o re  y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  d i r e c t o r s  

w i t h  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  i t  t o  b e  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  ( s e e  F i g u r e  3 ) .  

T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  8 .0& o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  

t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a n d  i n d i c a t e d  o n l y  a  s m a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  a n d  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n .  Amount o f  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  G p e c ia l .  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  i d e a l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

r o l e .

TABLE 3 3 . — Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  A130VA on P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  
Group  M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f
S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n ,

G o u r e e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  G quure  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 P bO . lO  33.0.? . 0 0 0 1 *
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  P 1 7 . 3 3  P . 13  . 1P10
I n t e r a c t i o n  P 1 .37 .03  l f ' . f l l  . 0 0 0 1 *
E r r o r  331* 8 . IE
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R e s e a r c h . — As shovn  i n  T a b l e  3^* t h e r e  w as  no s i g n i f i c a n t

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  am oun t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and  g r o u p

m e m b e r s h i p  on  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  R e s e a r c h .  A l s o ,  t h e  am oun t  o f

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on  t h e

p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  t h e  d e p e n d ­

e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  R e s e a r c h .

TABLE 3*1.— Two-way F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AKOVA on P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e  and  
Group M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  R e s e a r c h .

E o u r c o s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 3 . 0 9 .07 .3 5 0 7
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e o 1 0 . 0 7 2 . 2 6 . 1 0 5 9
I n t e r a c t i o n <- 9 . 0 2 2 . 0 3 .1 3 3 5
E r r o r 33*4

I n  summary,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  s u b - n u l l  h y p o t h e s e s  w e r e  r e j e c t e d  

a s  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s .  T h e r e  was a  s l i g h t  

t e n d e n c y  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  10 o r  m o re  y e a r s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  co m pared  t o  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w i t h  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  

p e r c e i v e  Community R e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  P ro g ra m  a n d  C u r r i c u l u m  C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  

and A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  a s  more  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t l i  10  o r  m ore  y e a r s ,  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  co m p ared  t o  d i r e c t o r s  w i t h  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r c e i v e d  

t h e s e  same t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s  a s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  am ount  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  e i t h e r  a s  a s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n



81

i n  g e n e r a l  h a d  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  upon t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  T h e r e  was a  

s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  a s  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n c r e a s e d ,  t o  p e r c e i v e  C h i l d  T h e r a p y  a n d  Community  R e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  m ore  i m p o r t a n t .

N u l l  H y p o t h e s i s  I I I

T h e r e  i s  no  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t y p e  a n d  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
i n  w h ich  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  and  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  
e m p lo y e d  and  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

The d e s i g n s  u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  w e r e  a  t h r e e - w a y  f i x e d  

e f f e c t s  A n a l y s e s  o f  V a r i a n c e ,  one f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b l e s .  The g r o u p  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  (N = 3 8 ? )  had  t w o  l e v e l s :  

Gchool p s y c h o l o g i s t s  (N = ? 9 3 )  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

(H = B o) .  The t y p e  o f  d i s t r i c t  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  had  tw o  l e v e l s :  

l o c a l  and  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  The s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  had  t h r e e  l e v e l s  b a s e d  upon  t o t a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t :  s m a l l  ( 0 - 9 9 9 9 ) ,  medium ( 1 0 , 0 0 0 -plt , 9 9 9  ) , and

l a r g e  ( 0 9 , 0 0 0 + ) . T h i s  was  a n  u n b a l a n c e d  d e s i g n  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  an 

u n e q u a l  number  o f  s u b j e c t s  p e r  c e l l .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  u n b a l a n c e d  

d e s i g n  i t  was  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  e a c h  s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n  i n d e p e n d ­

e n t l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  A n a l y s e s  o f  V a r i a n c e ,  when a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n  was i d e n t i f i e d ,  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  v a r i a ­

t i o n  w e re  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e re  n o t  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  

s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T a b l e  35 

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  m e an s  and p o o l e d  s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  on t h e  e i g h t  d e p e n d ­

e n t  m e a s u r e s  and  t h e  num ber  o f  s u b j e c t s  p e r  c e l l  i n  t h e  d e s i g n .  The



TABLE 3 5 - — Leans  c f  t h e  n i g h t  L a j o r  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  S i z e  x D i s t r i c t  
x Group (L = 35 2 ) .

Leans  o f  t h e  E i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s

tor“" c
o 12 O to

'J -U V) r —j >>
O O 0 0 JJ -H a. 4-> ■u

a L* 0 0 CJ c -3 3 c "3 3 c nwJ -u> Cl .O “~3 Kj o o c i—< 3 a> C
0 11 tJ E cs >1 3 3 •H CJ 3 3
Li ■■ i 3 Cl P  P —j 3 0
o ¥J~1 C_l

► —, r>
w J — U4 MU

>"i•-M CJ ™| CJ

>. n -u C 
■H O 
C —I 
3 J-> 
6 <3

O
CJ

0 H
O to 
X o
O Mcn a,

3
O

c -r-l
o -t-j
-u 3 r—1
4J 3 3  3
3 4J M O S i
-U 3 Cl iH CJ
H ■H D J 3
3 3  P. 3 3
3 ■h  if) y V
C E 3 m
O 3  3  3 <U
CJ c o w (3

I  ̂iQU LL.9L 26.33 1 1. L7 15-00 29-1*1 L2 .ll 1 6 , 6 L 1 3 . 0 9
Local 2 66 - 5 - 2 3 26.71 11.27 lL.71 30. L5 1*1.92 1 6 .L8 1 3 . 2 0

School j 55 1*5-35 26.82 1 1 .7 5 15.20 31.  !*0 L3.82 1 6 . 61* 1 3 . 8 2
Psychol­
ogists Inter- 1

c.
35
1 r*^5

1*3-67
L3 .56

26.12
26.33

11.03
10 .76

1^.33
15.22

30.L2 
30.96

1*1.27 
1*1 .60

16.55
16.20

1 2. L8 
12 .98iu* wt .X L* ̂  C

Z 31 uL.1T 25-8? 1 1 . 7 7 15.33 3 1 .9 7 1*1 .90 15 .67 13.10
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g r o u p  main  e f f e c t  was  n o t  t e s t e d  s i n c e  i t  was  a l r e a d y  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  

N u l l  H y p o t h e s i s  I .

D i a g n o s i s . — As shown i n  T a b l e  3 6 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  b e t w e e n  "type and s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  g r o u p  

m e m b e r s h ip  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  D i a g n o s i s .  T h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t  d i s t r i c t  e f f e c t .  The w e i g h t e d  m e an s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  from l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  p e r c e i v e d  D i a g n o s i s  

a s  m ore  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t s  (Mean o f  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t :  M i . 9 ;  Mean o f  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s ­

t r i c t :  )i 3. 3 ) .  The  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  

m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by t h i s  d i s t r i c t  e f f e c t  was 2.8% w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  

o n l y  a  s m a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and G ourcc  o f  

v a r i a t i o n .

TADLK 3 6 . — T h r e e - w a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  ANOVA o n  T y p e  o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
and  S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and  G ro u p  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  
M e a s u r e :  D i a g n o s i s .

G ourccs  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  G q u a r e  F r a t i o  p .  l e e s  t h a n

G roup 1 lO i t .y h 1 9 . 0 0 .0003
Gi z e s.o)* t .7992
Di s t r i c t 1 1 7 3 . 9 7 1 3 . 2 1 .000)i*
G ro u p  x S i z e O 7 . 0 9 .5)4 . 58)19
S i z e  x D i s t r i c t * 1 i—1 O *—1 O . 7 7 . 1*639
G ro u p  x D i s t r i c t 1 1 . 0 0 . 1)4 . 70)10
G ro u p  x S i z e  x D i s t r i c t 01 . 1 7 . 9 9 1 .3 7 .9591
l - ' r ro r 370 1 3 . 1 2
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P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g . — As shown i n  T a b l e  37 » t h e r e  w e re  

no  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  b e t w e e n  t y p e  and  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t  and  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P s y c h o -  

E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g .  T h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t r i c t  e f f e c t .  The  

w e i g h t e d  means  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f rom 

lo c a l ,  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  p e r c e i v e d  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  a s  m ore  

i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f ro m  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s  (mean o f  

l o c a l  d i s t r i c t :  Pt>,5; mean o f  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t :  P 5 * 9 ) .  The

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  

by t h i s  d i s t r i c t  e f f e c t  was 1. .0% w h i c h  s u g g e s t e d  o n l y  a  s l i g h t  a s s o c i a ­

t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  and  s o u r c e  o f  v a r i a t i o n .

TADEE 3 7 - — T h r e e - w a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AIJOVA on Type o f  Dchon] D i s t r i c t  and  
D iz e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and G ro u p  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  
P s y e h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P I n n n i  n g .

r. t --=. — i f . ”  .

D o u r c e s  o f  
Van i at. i : >n d f

Mean
P q u a r e E r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

G r o u p 1 1*5. 17 1 1 .OP .00011
;' i ze - i 1 . 75 .<■7 . 51 It S
i' i s t r  i c t 1 DO. 05 5 . 11> . 0 p  17*
G r o u p  x D i z e ' 1 i 1 D . 05 D. 1 It .11(18
D i z e  x D i s t r i c t . Dl .olt .Ol'dll
G r o u p  x D i s t r i c t 1 .01 . 00 . o t , l  1
G r o u p  x D i z e  x D i s t r i c t O M'.. 11 P . u o . 05ti  1
E r r o r Ti'O 5 . (>D

Ph i  I d  T h e r a p y . — As shown i n  T a b l e  18 , t h e r e  w e r e  no s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  b e t w e e n  t y p e  a n d  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a n d  g r o u p  

m e m b e r s h i p  on  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  C h i l d  T h e r a p y .  N e i t h e r  t h e  t y p e  

o f  d i s t r i c t  n o r  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a d  a s i g n i f i c a n t ,  e f f e c t  u p o n
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t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  C h i l d  

T h e r a p y .

TABLE 3 8 . — T h r e e - v a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AHOVA on Type o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
and S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and  C r o u p  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  
C h i l d  T h e r a p y .

f o u r c c s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e 1’ r a t i o

■ 1 ■ ■ 1 - 1  .

p .  l e s s  t h a n

Croup 1 8 6 . 1 5 1 9 . 0 8 .0001*
f.i ze nt _ 6 . 9)4 1.5)4 .2165
Di s t r i c t 1 1 6 . 0 5 3 .5 5 . 0 6 0 2
G roup  x G ize ot 5 . 6 7 1 . 26 .2859
D iz e  x D i s t r i c t i  . P .  >47 • 55 .5 795
Group  x D i s t r i c t 1 J 40 . 0 9 . 7 6 6 5
Group  x D ize  x D i s t r i c t O . 2 9 . 0 6 .9373
E r r o r 37 0 14.52

P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g . — As shown i n  T a b l e  3 9 ,  t h e r e  was a  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  and  g r o u p  

m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  ( s e e  F i g u r e  

l i ) .  T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

i n c r e a s e d ,  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t e n d e d  t o  p e r c e i v e  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  u s  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  w h e r e a s  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f rom 

l a r g e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  ( P I , 000+)  p e r c e i v e d  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  u s  l e s s  

i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  d i d  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  i n  s m a l l e r  d i s t r i c t s .  The  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h i s  

i n t e r a c t i o n  was. 1 . 1 ?  and  i n d i c a t e d  o n l y  a  s m a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

i n t e r a c t i o n  and mean s c o r e s ,  on P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .
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TABLE 3 9 - — T h r e e - w a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  ANOVA on Type o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
a n d  S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and  G ro u p  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  
M e a s u r e : P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g .

S o u r c e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d f  S q u a r e  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 7 . 2 7 2 . 1 5 .1143^
S i  ze n

c - 1 . 7 7 . 5 2 -5935
D i s t r i c t 1 .05 .01 .9 0 7 5
G roup x S i z e 0a 1 0 . 3 2 3 . 0 5 . ol*8)**
S i z e  x D i s t r i c t ni . 7 . 2 9 2 . 1G .1172
Group x D i s t r i c t 1 .0 2 .01 . 9 1*!1*
Group x S i z e  x D i r . t r i c t / 2 Jili .72 .1*870
E r r o r 370 3.  38

(int:
rH 

<1> C J  U
O 13 
to of Jaat 4 * O'
: :  c j

CT.1

1 9 . 8  

1 5 . 0  

1 ‘3 J* 

1 5 .  2

.15

Mi . 8  

1 l i . 6 

Mi.l*

■nan Med i uin L a rg o

Gmal 1 : 
Med i 11m : 
L a r g o :

0 - 0 0 0 0

1 0 , 1100- 21* , 0 0 0  
p l  , 0 0 0 +

F i g u r e  1*.— Croup  x Mize o f  D i s t r i c t  I n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
V a r i a b l e — P a r e n t  C o n n z o l i n g .
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Community R e l a t i o n s h i p s . — As shown i n  T a b l e  t o ,  t h e r e  was a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  b e t w e e n  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  and  

g r o u p  m e m b e r s h ip  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  Communi ty R e l a t i o n s h i p s  

( s e e  F i g u r e  5 ) -  T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  i n c r e a s e d ,  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p e r c e i v e d  Community R e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  more  i m p o r t a n t ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  f ro m  e m a i l  

d i s t r i c t s  ( 0 - ^ 9 ° ° )  had a  t e n d e n c y  t o  p e r c e i v e  Community  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  

a s  more  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  f rom  l a r g e r  s i z e  d i s t r i c t s .  The 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  

by  t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  was  1.$% and  i n d i c a t e d  o n l y  a  s m a l l  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  and  mean  s c o r e s  on  Communi ty  R e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  .

TABLE t o . — T h r e e - w a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  A1J0VA on Type  o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  and  
S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and  G roup  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  
Community R e l a t i o n s h i p s .

S o u r c e s  o f  Mean
V a r i a t i o n  d l '  S q u a r e  F r a t i o  p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 t . i t .0380
Si ze «*> lif t.71 1.01 .0930
Di s t r i c t 1 9 9 . 9 5 1 . 6  It .9019
Group x S i z e ' 1 5 0 . 6 0 3 .9  6 ,0199*
S i z e  x D i s t r i c t ■ i . 9 7 .09 .9709
Group x D i s t r i c t 1 1 . 7 ° . I t .7001
Group x S i z e  x D i s t r i c t •9 1 0 . 7 1 . 8 t . t 3 3 3
E r r o r 370 1 9 . 7 7



o x; 
u  h> tn ’n 4’ ti

jy V, d
r-: il '■ tO (U r) ru

<L)UO

■H O

f . m a l  1 Medium L a r g e

Mma1 1 :  0 - 9 9 9 ?
Medium:  10 , 0 0 0 -M)j , ? 9 ?
L a r g e  : 0 5 , 0 0 0 +

F i g u r e  '3 .— Mroup x Mir.c o f  D i s t r i c t  I n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  V a r i -  
b l e — Communi ty Hc.l a t i o n s h i p s .

P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t 1 on .--A:;  shown i n  T a b l e  111, t h e r e  w e r e  no 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t s  b e t w e e n  t y p e  a n d  s i c e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  

a n d  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  P rogram  C o n s u l t a t i o n .  

N e i t h e r  t h e  t y p e  o f  d i s t r i c t  n o r  t h e  s i n e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a d  a  s i g n i f ­

i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  P ro g n u n  C o n s u l  t a t  i on .

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  upon t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t : ;  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  M p e c ia l  

F d u c a t i o n .

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  M poc ia l  Kdnoat.  i o n . - - A s  shown i n  T a b l e  lb? 

t h e r e  were  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  '

e h o o l  d i s t r i c t  u n i  g r o u p  m e m b e r s h ip  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  

A d m i n i s t r u t I o n  o f  S p e c i a l  F d u e u t i o n e i t h e r  t h e  t y p e  o f  d i s t r i c t  n o r
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TABLE 1*1.— T h r e e - w a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  AIJOVA o n  Type  o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  a n d  
S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and  G ro u p  M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  M e a s u r e :  
P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n ,

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 851.>42 29-79 .0001*
S i z e On 23-21* . 8 1 , I* )* It It
D i s t r i c t 1 7'* -92 2 . 6 2 .1061*
G roup  x S i z e Ot. 53. 1 . 8 7 .1558
S i z e  x D i s t r i c t n 7->4 3 . 2 6 .77114
G roup  x D i s t r i c t i 6 . '[6 .2>i .6271
G roup x S i z e  x D i s t r i c t nc _ 60.1*7 2 . 1 2 .1221
E r r o r 37 0 28.58

TABLE UP. — T h r e e - w a y  F i x e d  E f f e c t s  
and  S i z e  of'  D i s t r i c t  a n d  
M e a s u r e ; Admi n i s t r a t i o n

AIJOVA on T ype  o f  G c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
Group M e m b e r s h i p — D e p e n d e n t  
o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n .

G o u r c e s  o f
V a r i a t i o n  d f

Mean
S q u a r e  V r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

G roup 1 2 8 2 . 2lt 3 0 . 0 2 . 0 0 0 1 *
S i z e  2 2 . 6 9  . 2 9 . 7 5 1 0
D i s t r i c t  1 2 . 9 8  . 3 2 . 57*40
(' .roup x S i z e  2 6 . 3 9  . 6 8 . 5 0 7 3
S i z e  x D i s t r i c t  2 2 . 5 1  .2 7 . 7 6 5 8
G roup  x D i s t r i c t  1 l i t .  23  1 . 5 1 . 219>4
Group x S i z e  x D i s t r i c t  2 
E r r o r  370

6 . 7 9  . 7 2  
9 .  J40

.1*061*

R e s e a r c h . — As shown i n  T a b l e  h i * t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  G ro u p  

b y  S i z e  b y  D i s t r i c t  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  on t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  

R e s e a r c h  ( s e e  F i g u r e  <’>}. T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a 

s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  b o t h  l o c a l  a n d  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  p e r c e i v e  o f  R e s e a r c h  a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  snore i m p o r t a n t  

a s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n c r e a s e d .  T he  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l
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TABLE I43 . — T h r e e - w a y  F ixer !  E f f e c t s  AHOVA o n  Type o f  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
a n d  S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  and  G ro u p  M e m b e r s h ip — D e p e n d e n t  
M e a s u r e :  R e s e a r c h .

S o u r c e s  o f  
V a r i a t i o n d f

Mean
S q u a r e F r a t i o p .  l e s s  t h a n

Group 1 2 .  >46 .5 7 .>41489
Si ze "T 6 . 9 9 1 . 6 h .1 9 6  >4
D i s t r i c t 1 9 1 . 1 7 5 .  >42 .0205
Group x S i z e 'It . >4.73 1 . 1 1 .3317
S i z e  x D i s t r i c t Ot - • 7 >4 .1 7 .8>4ll
Group x Di s t r i  c t 1 .0 7 . 0 2 . 8 9 7 8
Group x S i z e  x D i s t r i c t n 1 6 . 5 0 1 . 8 6 . 0 2 2 0 *
E r r o r 17n >4 . 27

c;

£

Small.  Medium L a r g e  S m al l  Medium L a r g e
L o c a l  D i s t r i c t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  D i s t r i c t

S m a l l :  O-GQGd
Medium: 1 0 , 0 0 0 -S!i , 0 0 9
L a r g e :  9 9 ,0 0 0 +

F i g u r e  Ct.— G roup x S i z e  o f  D i s t r i c t  x Type  o f  D i s t r i c t  I n t e r ­
a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  V a r i a b l e — R e s e a r c h .
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e d u c a t i o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  e x h i b i t e d  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  

p a t t e r n s  f o r  l o c a l  and  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s .  Tn l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  

medium s i z e ,  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  d i r e c t o r s  

i n  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e  s i z e  p e r c e i v e d  R e s e a r c h  a s  m ore  

i m p o r t a n t ,  w h e r e a s  i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  medium s i z e ,  d i r e c t o r s  

o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  c o m p a re d  t o  d i r e c t o r s  i n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s  

o f  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e  s i z e  p e r c e i v e d  R e s e a r c h  a s  1 e s s  i m p o r t a n t .  T h i s  

i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  1 .  5% o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a r i a n c e  o f  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e  and  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was  o n l y  a s m a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  and  t h e  mean s c o r e s  on R e s e a r c h .

I n  s u m m a r y , t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s e s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  r e j e c t e d  i n  s e v e n  

o f  t h e  e i g h t  t e s t s  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s .  T h e r e  was  a  g r o u p  b y  s i z e  by  

d i s t r i c t  i n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  R e s e a r c h .  T h e r e  was 

a  g r o u p  b y  s i z e  i n t e r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  o f  P a r e n t  

C o u n s e l i n g  and  Communi ty  R e l a t i o n s l i i p s  . T h e r e  was  a  s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y  

f o r  r e s p o n d e n t s  f rom l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  c o m p a re d  t o  r e s p o n d e n t s  f ro m  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  p l a c e  more  i m p o r t a n c e  u p o n  D i a g n o s i s  and  

1’s y e h o - K d u c a t i o n u l  P l a n n i n g .  In  g e n e r a l ,  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t y p e  

o f  d i s t r i c t  nnd s i z e  o f  d i s t r i c t  h a d  v e r y  much e f f e c t  upon  how s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ami d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  e i g h t  

m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  tin? i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y e h o l o g i s t .
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P e r c e i v e d  R e l a t i v e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  F i f t y - F i v e  
S p e c i f i c  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  I d e a l  R o le  

o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  w i t h  
S i g n i f i c a n t  C h i - S q u a r e s  

I d e n t i  f i e d

I n  o r d e r  t o  p o r t r a y  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s , t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  r a n k e d  

i n  o r d e r  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  t o t a l  w e i g h t e d  mean  s c o r e s  

( s e e  T a b l e  M i) .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c o r e s  w e r e  d e s i g n a t e d :

*4.99 t o  14.50 -  "M us t  T e r  f o rm "
J4J 49 t o  It.OO -  " S h o u l d  P e r f o r m  -  H igh"
1 . 9 9  t o  3 . 5 0  -  " S h o u l d  P e r f o r m  -  Low"
3 .I49 t o  3 . 0 0  -  "May P e r f o r m  -  H igh"
P . 99  t o  P . 50 -  "May P e r f o r m  -  Low"
P . I 49 t o  P . 00 -  " S h o u l d  Not P e r f o r m  -  H ig h "
1 . 9 9  t o  1 . 5 0  -  " S h o u l d  Not P e r f o r m  -  Low"

T he  C h i - S q u a r e  T e s t  o f  H o m o g e n e i ty  was c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  e a c h  o f  

t h e s e  f i f t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  

t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  on e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  was  d i f f e r e n t  

f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( s e e  

A p p e n d ix  K) .  T w e n t y - f i v c  o f  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  

. 0 5  l e v e l  and  a r e  u n d e r l i n e d  i n  T a b l e  Mi.  T w e n t y - f o u r  o f  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  a r e  u n d e r l i n e d  w e r e  r a t e d  a s  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  by  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h a n  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c u t i o n .  The 

a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  i s  u n d e r l i n e d  and  i d e n t i f i e d  by t e n  a s t e r i s k s  was t h e  

o n l y  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h i  s q u a r e  w h ic h  was  r a t e d  a s  more  

i m p o r t a n t  by  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c u t i o n  t h a n  by  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s ;  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  r e u d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  " G i v e  a w r i t t e n  p s y c h o ­

l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a ­

t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d , "
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TABLE M * .— P e r c e i v e d  R e l a t i v e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  F i f t y - F i v e  S p e c i f i c  
A c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  I d e a l  R o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  
w i t h  S i g n i f i c a n t  Chi  S q u a r e s  I d e n t i f i e d .

Must P e r f o r m  ( h . 99- )* .  50)
T o t a l

W e i g h t e d
Means

38 . P i a g n o s e  am] e v a l u a t e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  c h i l d r e n U . 8 2

17. P r e s e n t  and  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i a g n o s e s  o f  
c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o b l e m s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l

HCO

50 . D i s c u s s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p r o b le m  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  one
o f  t h e  means  o f  d i a g n o s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n 14.81

l l . D e t e r m i n e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  
t y p e s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s U.76

15. D i a g n o s e  and e v a l u a t e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f
c h i l d r e n 1* . 6)1

)‘5 . A d m i n i s t e r  and s c o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s
a s  one  o f  t h e  moans o f  d i a g n o s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n 14.59

l i t . I n c l u d e  p a r e n t s  i n  s c h o o l  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l ,  p l a n n i n g  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  
o f  t h e i r  c h i l d 1*.57

1*3. C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  and u t i l i r . e  t h e  c e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n
t h e  com m uni ty >4 . 5 0

S h o u l d  P e r f o r m  -  High ( >i. 149- 1* . 0 0 )

)*s. D i a g n o s e  ami e v a l u a t e  t h e  p e r c e p t u a l - m o t o r  p r o b l e m s  
o f  c h i l d r e n I1.I49

3. P r e s e n t  and i n t e r p r e t  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  s c o r e s  o f  t e a t s  
t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l h.lil j

* -  i O b s e r v e  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  o r  r e a l  l i f e  s i t u a ­
t i o n  a s  one  o f  t h e  m eans  o f  d i a g n o s i s  and  e v a l u a t i o n l«.l»3

3P. B tudy  t h e  s o c i a l  c a s e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a s  one  o f  
t h e  m eans  o f  d i a g n o s i s  and  e v a l u a t i o n 1* .1*3
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TABLE M.~(cont'a. )

S h o u l d  P e r f o n n  -  H i g h  ( >4. >49->4. 0 0 )
T o t a l

W e i g h t e d
M e a n s

8 . D i a g n o s e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a f f e c t i v e  a n d  e m o t i o n a l ,  
d i s o r d e r s  o f  c h i l d r e n >4.33

i a . Make s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  
b e h a v i o r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d / o r  B e h a v i o r  M o d i f i c a t i o n  
o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o b l e m s >4.16

3 9 - A d m i n i s t e r  a n d  s c o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o j e c t i v e  o r  n o n -  
s t a n d a r d i s e d  t e s t s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m c a n c  o f  
d i a g n o s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n l * . l U

5>*. P r e s c r i b e  s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t e r i a l s  t o  r e m e d i a t e  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  l e a r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  o f  c h i l d r e n >4 . 0  >4

3 0 . P r e s c r i b e  t h e  u s e  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  r e m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m s  
o f  v i s u a l - m o t o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  i n  c h i l d r e n >4.02

S h o u l d  P e r f o n n  -  Low ( 3 . 9 9 - 3 * 5 0 )

1(9. C o n s u l t  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  r e g a r d i n g  w a y s  t o  i m p r o v e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s 3.98

97* Make h o m e  v i s i t a t i o n s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  p a r e n t s  r e ­
g a r d i n g  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  
t h e i r  c h i l d 3 . 8 6

1 9 . I m p r o v e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  
t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d 3.79

1(0. P r o v i d e  i n s e r v i c e  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t e a c h e r s 3 . 7>4

3>(. B e n i g n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  
s u c h  a s  r e s o u r c e  r o o m s  a n d / o r  d i a g n o s t i c  l e a r n i n g  
c e n t e r s 3.68

'<7. Make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  P . T . A .  g r o u p s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  
c l i i  l d r e n 3 . 6 8

1 3 . D i a g n o s e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  
o f  c h i l d r e n 3 . 6 0
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TABLE I4U. — (cont'd)

S h o u l d  P e r f o r m  -  Low ( 3 . 9 9 - 3 . 5 0 )
T o t a l

W e i g h t e d
M ea n s

5 1 . Work a s  a  m e m b er  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i s  e x p l o r i n g  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t 3 . 6 0

37. R e c o m m e n d  n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  e d u c a t i o n
p r o g r a m s 3 . 5 9

1 fi. D i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  how  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  c a n  a f f e c t  c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g 3 .5 5

2 8 . C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  s o l v e  a
l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  o r  c o u n t y - w i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l
p r o b l e m 3 . 5 J*

May P e r f o r m  -  High ( 3 . 1 * 9 - 3 . 0 0 )

2 9 . S e r v e  on  com muni ty  b o a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d 3.1*9

9 . Im prove  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  e t h n i c
m i n o r i t y  groups,  w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m 3-1*8

1*. W r i t e  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o n c e r n i n g  n e e d e d
e d u c a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n 3.1*5

2l*. Make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  c i v i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  com m uni ty  
s e r v i c e  c l u b s ,  a n d  c h u r c h  g r o u p s 3.1*3

6 . Help  t o  d e v e l o p  c o m m uni ty  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s 3 .3 9

5 2 . P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  b y  r e v i e w i n g  and  s u m m a r i s i n g  p e r t i n e n t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  1 i t e r a t u r e 3 . 3 9

7 . P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  b y  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  c a r r y i n g  o u t  e x p e r i ­
m e n t a l  s t u d i e s 3 . 3 3

5 3 . H e lp  t o  f o r m u l a t e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
p o l i c y 3 . 3 0

!*8. A t t e n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  t o  p r e s e n t  new i d e a s  t o
b o a r d  m em bers 3 .2 5
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TABLE hU.— (cont'd.)

Total
May P e r f o r m  -  H ig h  ( 3 . ^ 9 - 3 . 0 0 )  W e i g h te d

Means

33.  P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  b y  u s i n g  i n f o r m a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
g a t h e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d / o r  
p a r e n t s

1 8 .  E ngage  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d / o r  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u n s e l i n g  
w i t h  s t u d e n t s

2 2 .  C o n d u c t  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  g r o u p  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  
i n  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  e m o t i o n a l ,  
a t t i t u d i n a l ,  a n d / o r  b e h a v i o r a l  c h a n g e

25. Perform research by designing and using surveys

5 .  Recommend n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r  s t a f f i n g  o f  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

May P e r f o r m  -  Low ( 2 . 9 9 - 2 . 5 0 )

19• G iv e  a  w r i t t e n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  
t h e i r  c h i 1d **********

D e s i g n ,  s u b m i t ,  and  e v a l u a t e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  f u n d e d  by f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  2 . 9 9

35. Recommend needed changes in the physical structure and
equipment of the school plant or playground 2.98

2 6 . P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  s t a f f  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n  p r o g r a m s

23. Help to develop sheltered workshop programs in the 
community

55- Help to develop employment opportunities for the 
handicapped in the community

10. Coordinate a group achievement testing program for the 
general educational program

2 . 9 !*

2 . 9 0

2.86

2 . 7 9

3.214

3.23

3 .22

3.21

3.19
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TABLE UU . —  (cont'd. )

T o t a l
May P e r f o r i n  -  Low ( 2 . 9 9 - 2 . 5 0 )  W e i g h t e d

Means

90 .  E n g ag e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  2 . 6 ' t

1 .  H e lp  t o  d e v e l o p  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  h a n d i ­
c a p p e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
e n v i r o n m e n t  2 . 6 2

hO. O r g a n i z e  and  s u p e r v i s e  one  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e d u c a t i o n a l
p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  t h e  t o t a l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  2 . 6 0

S h o u ld  Not P e r f o r m  - H ig h  ( 2 . h 9 - 2 . 0 0 )

2 1 .  S u p e r v i s e s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  pe;r s o n n e l 2.148

3 6 . R e m e d i a t e l e a r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  b y d i r e c t l y  t u t o r i n g  c h i l d r e n 2 . 0 3

S h o u l d  Not P e r f o r m  - Low ( 1 . 9 9 - 1 - 5 0 )

31. Make transportation arrangements for exceptional children 1.89
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R a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  E i g h t  M a j o r  A c t i v i t i e s  

P r e s e n t  a m i  T d e a l  R o l e s

R o t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  w e r e  a s h e d  t o  r a n k  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e  ( a s  i t  i s  

n o w )  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  As s h o w n  i n  

T a b l e  h') y t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

w e r e  i n  v e r y  c l o s e  a g r e e m e n t  on  t h e  r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v ­

i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  b o t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  i d e a l  r o l e s .  

K e n d a l l ' s  C o e f f i c i e n t  o f  C o n c o r d a n c e  , w h i c h  w a s  u s e d  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s ,  w a s  .90  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  

r o l e  a n d  . ^ 6  f o r  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .

As i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  sum o f  t h e  m e a n  r a n k i n g s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  T a b l e  

h1) , D i a g n o s i s ,  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  a l t h o u g h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

c o n s i d e r e d  P s y c h o - K d u c u t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  a s  a  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  

a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  T h i s  m a y  i n d i ­

c a t e  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w e r e  v e r y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h e l p i n g  

t e a c h e r s  a p p l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  

o f  a  c h i l d ' s  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m .  F o l l o w i n g  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  

P l a n n i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  w e r e  P a r e n t  C o u n s e l i n g  a m i  C h i l d  P s y c h o t h e r a p y  

a n d / o r  C o u n s e l i n g .  T h e s e  f i r s t  f o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  v e r y  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  

a n d  b e h a v i o r  c h a n g e  o r i e n t e d  w h i c h  m a y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y ­

c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  s c h o o l
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TABLE 1*5-— Mean B a n k i n g s  o f  E i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s :  R e l a t i v e  I m p o r t a n c e  i n
b o t h  t h e  P r e s e n t  and  I d e a l  R o le  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t . 1

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  D i r e c t o r s

P r e s .  R o l e  I d e a l  R o le  P r e s .  R o le  I d e a l  R o l e

D i a g n o s i s 1 .DO (1) ?.. 06 (2) 1 . 3 1 ( 1 ) 1 . 7 0 (1)

P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  
P I a n n i n g ? . o 6 (?) 1 . 8 6 ( 1 ) 2 . 0 7 (2) 1.91 (2)

P a r e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n 3 . 1 5 (3 ) 3.1*0 ( 3 ) 3 . 3 3 (3) 3.53 (3)

C h i l d  T h e r a p y 5 . 5 0 ( 5 ) J4 . 3 B <M 5.  >*3 (5) It. 60 (5)

Ecl ioo l  P ro g ra m  
C o n s u l t a t i  on it. an (JO 14.78 (5 ) It . lit <M 14.50 ( M

R e s e a r c h 6 . 7 0 ( a ) 6 . P 8 (7) 6 .51 ( 7 ) 5 . 9 7 (6)

Community 
R e l a t i  o n s h i p s 5 . 7 6 ( 6 ) 6 . 2 5 (6) 5 . 7 3 ( 6 ) 6 .00 ( 7 )

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
f p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n 6 . 6 ? ( 7 ) 6 . 9 8 ( 8 ) 7.1*9 ( 8 ) 7 . 7 1 (8)

■^The o r d e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l e f t - h a n d  co lum n  i s  
b a s e d  upon t h e  sum o f  t h e  mean  r a n k i n g s  f o r  t h e  i ( l e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  p e r c e i v e d  by b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  
d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  Numbers  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  i n d i c a t e  new 
r a n k i n g s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  mean r a n k i n g s .  I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  a  low 
number  i s  a  h i g h e r  r a n k i n g .
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p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  a n d  a s  a  b e h a v i o r  c h a n g e  a g e n t  i n  t h e  

s c h o o l s .

The c h a n g e s  f ro m  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  m i n i m a l  w i t h i n  b o t h  g r o u p s .

The K e n d a l l  C o e f f i c i e n t  o f  C o n c o r d a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e  was  v e r y  h i g h  ( . 9 6  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  . 9 9  f o r  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ) .  When c o m p a r i n g  mean r a n k s  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e ,  b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  

o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  a  g r e a t e r  n e e d  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  t h a n  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e  t o  p r o v i d e  m o re  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g ,  p s y c h o ­

t h e r a p y  a n d / o r  c o u n s e l i n g  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  Do th  g r o u p s  

p e r c e i v e d  a  l e s s e r  n e e d  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  f o r  

d i a g n o s i s ,  c o m m u n i ty  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  D i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p l a c e d  l e s s  e m p h a s i s  

i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  u p o n  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  c o n s u l t a t i o n  t h a n  d i d  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s .

P e r c e n t a g e  o f  Time t o  Upend

D oth  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  w e re  a s k e d  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i m e  w h i c h  

t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  t o  s p e n d  i n  

e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  As shown i n  

T a b l e  *t6, b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

w e r e  i n  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  as  t o  t h e  am oun t  o f  t i m e  w h ic h  s h o u l d  b e  

s p e n t  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s .  When t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  r a n k e d  f rom  

one  t o  e i g h t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t i m e  t o  s p e n d  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  w e re  i n  p e r f e c t  a g r e e m e n t .  I t
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a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  was  i n  t h e  

d i a g n o s t i c  a r e a ;  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p l a c e d  a  s l i g h t l y  

g r e a t e r  e m p h a s i s  upon  t h e  t i m e  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  s p e n t  i n  d i a g n o s t i c  

t e n t i n g .  B o th  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  s p e n d i n g  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  t i m e  i n  D i a g n o s t i c  T e s t i n g  a n d  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  

I1] a n n i n g .

TABLE 1(6.— E i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s :  P e r c e n t a g e  o f  Time t o  S p e n d  i n  t h e  I d e a l
B o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t .

P s y c h o l o g i s t s D i r e c t o r s

D i a g n o s i s 30.2 37.2

P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 23.0 23.5
P a r e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n 13.3 11.5
C h i l d  T h e r a p y 1 1 .6 9.5
C c h o o l  C u r r i c u l u m  a n d  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n 8.5 8 .0

R e s e a r c h 5.U It.7
C o m m u n i t y  R e l a t i o n s h i p s It.5 U.6

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  E p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n 3-5 1 .0

A dequacy  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  A c t i v i t i e s

The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  

a s k e d  t o  r a n k  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w ere  p r e p a r e d  t o  p e r f o r m  them  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  As shown i n  T a b l e  1(7, t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

a n d  d i r e c t o r s  w e re  i n  p e r f e c t  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e
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r a n k i n g s  o f  t h o s e  e i g h t  a c t i v i t i e s .  B o t h  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  m ore  a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  i n  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  P s y c h o -  

E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  t h a n  i n  Comm unity  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

TABLE 1*7-— Mean R a n k i n g s  o f  E i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s :  A d e q u a c y  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n
t o  P e r f o r i n  i n  t h e  I d e a l  R o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t .

P s y c h o l o g i s t s D i r e c t o r s

P i a g n o s i  s 1 . 1 0 1 . 1 1

P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g 2.6U 2 . 8 2

P a r e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n 3 . 6 6 3 - 7 0

C h i l d  T h e r a p y

COoLO U.B3

P c h o o l  C u r r i c u l u m  a n d  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n 5 -1** 1| .93

R e s e a r c h 5 . 6 1 5 . M

Community R e l a t i o n s h i p s 6 .  l 6 5 . 8 2

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  P p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n 6 . 58 7 . 3 5

E x t e n t  o f  A g r e e m e n t  
Between  t h e  R a n k i n g s

R u inm ar ies  o f  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  t h e  r a n k i n g s  f o r  b o t h  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  u t i l i s i n g  K e n d a l l ' s  

C o e f f i c i e n t  o f  C o n c o r d a n c e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e s  hR a n d  ^ 9 .  T h e s e  

h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  w i t h i n  b o t h  g r o u p s  t h e  r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  

e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e ,  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e ,  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and  p e r c e n t  o f  t i m e  t o  s p e n d .
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TABLE L8 . — C o m p a r i s o n  o f  F o u r  R a n k i n g s  o f  E i g h t  M a jo r  A c t i v i t i e s  by  
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  K e n d a l l ’ s C o e f f i c i e n t  o f
C o n c o r d a n c e .

P r e s e n t
R o l e

I d e a l
R o l e

A d eq u acy  o f  
P r e p a r a t i o n

I d e a l  R o le . 9 6

A dequacy  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n .9 5 . 9 8

% o f  Time t o  Spend .9 9 . 9 8 1 . 0 0

TABLE t 9 . — C o m p a r i s o n  o f  
D i r e c t o r s  o f  ! 
C o n c o r d a n c e .

F o u r  R a n k i n g s  o f  E i g h t  M a jo r  
I p c c i a l  E d u c a t i o n :  K e n d a l l ' s

A c t i v i t i e s  by  
C o e f f i c i e n t  o f

P r e s e n t
R o l e

I d e a l  
Rol e

A dequacy  o f  
P r e p a r a t i o n

I d e a l  R o le . 9 9

A d e q u a c y  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n • 90 .9 9

% o f  Time t o  Spend . 9 0 • 99 1 . 0 0
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C h i l d r e n  Who S h o u l d  R e c e i v e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  S e r v i c e s  f rom t h e  

S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  
I d e a l  R o l e

As shown i n  T a b l e  5 0 ,  b o t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p l a c e d  a  g r e a t e r  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  p r o v i d i n g  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  t h a n  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

c h i l d r e n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p l a c e d  i m p o r t a n c e  u p o n  s e r v i n g  t h e  

l e a r n i n g  d i s a b l e d ,  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d ,  and  t h e  m u l t i p l y - h a n d i c a p p e d .  

B o th  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r ­

c e i v e d  t h e  n o r m a l  c h i l d  a s  n o t  h a v i n g  a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

S e t t i n g s  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
A c t i v i t i e s

Humber o f  S t u d e n t s  t o  b e  S e r v e d  
b t h e  School.  P s y c h o l o g i s t

As shown i n  T a b l e  5 1 ,  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e s i r e d  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  r a t i o  o f  one  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  5000  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  d a t a  8 1 ?! o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  M i c h i g a n  and  

6 l/S o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e s i r e d  a r a t i o  o f  P500  

s t u d e n t s  o r  l e s s  f o r  e v e r y  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .
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TABLE 50*— C h i l d r e n  Who S h o u l d  R e c e i v e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
S e r v i c e s  f rom t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  I d e a l  R o l e  
( P e r c e n t a g e  o f  R e s p o n d e n t s ) .

M
us

t
S

er
ve

P s y c h o l o g i s t s

(U
£

tJ <Td a*i-H <U <U r |  t/J
O t  {»> O +J X V  d ,£3 O to to tn to K M
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t 

N
ot

 
S

er
ve

M
us

t
S
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ve

D i r e c t o r s

iH cj oj
°  £ S  £ X. 01 of v  tn tn S  to S

ho
ul

d 
No

t 
S

er
ve

M
us

t 
No

t 
I 

Se
rv

e 
I

M e n t a l l y
R e t a r d e d 90 9 0 0 1 9 1 . 5 7 . 5 1 0 0

L e a r n i n g
D i s a b l e d OS l!< 3 .5 . 5 65 28 7 0 0

E m o t i o n a l l y
D i s t u r b e d 78 10 3 .5 .5 7 1 . 3 OO O t- t- • 3 6 .  >4 0 0

M u l t i p l y
H a n d i c a p p e d 5 3 . 9 39 1 3 . 5 .5 .5 6 0 . 5 31 8 . 5 0 0

V i s u a l l y
H a n d i c a p p e d 33-5 30 3 2 .5 3 . 5 . 5 23 >4 3 33 1 0

D e a f  and  Hard
o f  H e a r i n g 33 31 31 >4.5 .5 2h Jill 31 1 0

O r t h o p e d i c a l l y 33 30 3 2 .5 h . 5 27 >4 0 33 0 0
H a n d ic a p p e d

C.i f t e d on Mi. 5 3 0 .5 • 5 .5 17 20 50 3 0<-

Normal C h i l d 13 93 51 9 1. 11 20 61 3 5
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TABLE 5 1 . — Humber o f  S t u d e n t s  t o  b e  S e r v e d  b y  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t .

2000 2 5 0 0

l - J  I I  L. I .  -  1 ■ 1 I"  

3000 1*000 5000

G roup % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N)

P s y c h o l o g i s t s I*1* (139 ) 37 (1 1 5 ) 13 (>40) 3 ( U ) 3 ( 1 0 )
(U = 315)

Di r e c t o r s 27  ( 2 6 ) 3>* (33 ) 2 1 ( 2 0 ) 7 ( 7 ) 11  ( 1 1 )
(H = 9 7 )

T o t a l s i*o ( 1 6 5 ) 36 ( l h B ) 15 ( 6 0 ) 1* ( 1 0 ) 5 ( 2 1 )

V a r i o u s  P r o g r a m s  Which May b e  
S e r v e d  b y  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t

As shown i n  T a b l e  5 2 ,  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

e m p h a s i s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  o f  m ore  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  t o  s e r v e  t h a n  o t h e r  h i n d s  o f  p r o g r a m s .  The  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  t o  s e r v e  w e r e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m s  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  s i n c e  9 0 % o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  a n d  9 6 % o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  " m u s t  s e r v o "  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .  A l s o ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  

n o t e d  t h a t  6 h% o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and '{]% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  

p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  " m u s t  s e r v e "  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

s c h o o l s  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  s e r v i n g  d a y  s t u d e n t s .  W h e re a s  a l m o s t  50% o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e y  " m u s t  s e r v e "  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  

p r o g r a m s ,  o n l y  2h% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  p e r c e i v e d  t h i s .  H ow ever ,  b o t h  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( 8 0 /S) a n d  d i r e c t o r s  ( 6 l /J)  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  " m u s t "  01* " s h o u l d  s e r v e "  r e g u l a r  p r o g r a m s  t o  some d e g r e e .  

P r e - s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  a s  83% o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  80% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  " m u s t "  o r  " s h o u l d  s e r v e "  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .  R e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l



TArLE 5 2 . — V a r io u s  Programs S e rv e d  by  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  (by  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s ) .
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S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  
P rog ram s^ 511 90 9 1 - - 97 96 3 1 - -

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  
S c h o o l s ^ 307 6 3 . 5 22 12 2 .5 97 71 18 7 2 2

P r e - S c h o o l  Programs 311 37 26 17 - - 97 39 23 16 1 1

R e g u l a r  S c h o o l  Programs 310 28 32 17 2 1 97 22 37 35 2 2

R e s i d e n t i a l  S c h o o l s 30^ 19 1 3 .5 20 1 5 .5 7 97 27 13 29 1 8 . 5 1 2 .5

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Programs 302 1 2 .5 13 39 21 1 2 .5 97 25 9 32 1 6 . 5 1 7 . 5

Sumner S choo l 307 9 -5 30 56 2 .5 97 12 26 53 8 1

^Housed i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  
^ S e p a r a t e  s c h o o l s  s e r v i n g  day  s t u d e n t s



109

p r o g r a m s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  and summer s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  n o t  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  s e r v e  s i n c e  

t h e  p l u r a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  "may s e r v e "  c a t e g o r y .

The S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  I m m e d i a t e  
S u p e r v i s o r  i n  t h e  I d e a l  P o l e

As shown i n  T a b l e  5 3 ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  ( 5 7 # )  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  d e s i r e d  t o  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  a  d i r e c t o r  o r  c o o r d i n a ­

t o r  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( 5 8 . 5# )  d e s i r e d  t h a t  G c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  be  

i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e m .

TABLE 5 3 . — The S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  I m m e d i a t e  S u p e r v i s o r  i n  t h e  
I d e a l  P o l e ,

Group
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To summari*.’.e  t h e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  w e re  i n  a g r e e ­

m e n t  t h a t  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  s e r v e  a  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  2500 o r  l e s s .  They b o t h  a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

s e t t i n g s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  s e r v e  i n c l u d e d  t h o s e
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s e t t i n g s  w h i c h  h a d  e i t h e r  a  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  p r e - s c h o o l  e m p h a s i s .  

T h e r e  was  a  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  a s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  

r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  b e  s e r v e d ,  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  p e r c e i v i n g  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  a s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  d i r e c t o r s .  

A l s o ,  t h e r e  was some d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  a s  t o  whom t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  

f a v o r e d  a  d i r e c t o r  o r  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a s  h i s  

i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r v i s o r  w h e r e a s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f a v o r e d  

h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  N e e d s  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  
i n  t h e  I d e a l  P o l e

Y e a r s  o f  Recommended T e a c h i n g  
E x p e r i e n c e  f o r  S c h o o l  
P s y c h o l o g i s t s

As shown i n  T a b l e  5^» 3^% o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  2 6 % 

o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  n e e d e d  no t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  S l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  

( 36/5) o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  30% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  1 - 2  y e a r s  w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t .  A t o t a l  o f  66% 

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w o u ld  l i k e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  h a v e  some 

t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  w h e r e a s  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

w o u ld  l i k e  th e m  t o  h a v e  some t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  

t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f a v o r e d  more  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h a n  d i d  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

b u t  v e r y  few o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  p e r c e i v e d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a s  much a s  f i v e  

y e a r s  o r  m o re .
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TABLE 5*4*— Y e a r s  o f  Be comm en d e d  T e a c h i n g  E x p e r i e n c e  f o r  S c h o o l  
P s y c h o l o g i  s t s .

0 1 - 2  3-U 5+

G roup  % 00 % 00 % (N) % (H)

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  3J( ( 1 0 9 )  36  ( 1 1 3 )  23 ( 7 2 )  7 ( 2 3 )
(H = 317)

D i r e c t o r s  26  ( 2 5 )  30 ( 2 9 )  38 ( 3 7 )  6  ( 6 )
(N = 97 )

T o t a l s  3 2 J j ( 1 3 J<) 3)4.3 ( l J42) 2 6 . 3  ( 1 0 9 )  7 ( 2 9 )

T e a c h i n g  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s

A t o t a l  o f  60% o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  e i t h e r  a g r e e d  o r  

s t r o n g l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  t e a c h e r ' s  

c e r t i f i c a t e  w h e r e a s  a  t o t a l  o f  f2% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a ­

t i o n  a g r e e d  o r  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e d  ( s e e  T a b l e  5 5 ) .

TABLE 5 5 - — T e a c h e r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .

S t r o n g l y  S t r o n g l y
A g r e e  A g r e e  D i s a g r e e  D i s a g r e e

G roup % 0 0 % 0 0 % 0 0 tit
to 0 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s 31 (9 8 ) 29 (9 2 ) 2  It (7 1 4) 1 6 ( 5 0 )
(N = 3 l M

D i r e c t o r s 1(1 (ho) 31 (3 0 ) 25 (pi t) 3 ( 3 )
(H = 97)

T o t a l s 3 3 . 5  ( 1 3 8 ) 2 9 - 5  ( 1 2 2 ) 2 lt ( 9 8 ) 13 ( 5 3 )
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L e g a l  L i c e n s i n g  L e v e l  f o r  
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s

A t o t a l  o f  68# o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  7 1#  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  l e g a l l y  l i c e n s e d  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  l e v e l  

( s e e  T a b l e  5 6 ) .

TAPLK 5 6 . — L e g a l  L i c e n s i n g  L e v e l  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .

C o n s u l t .  P s y c h .  S c h o o l
P s y c h .  P s y c h .  Exam. P s y c h .  O t h e r  None

C roup  # (H) # ( H) # (N) # (H) # ( ii ) # (N)

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  2 ( 7 ) 17 (5*0 8 ( 2 5 ) 68  ( 2 1 2 )  2 ( 5 ) 3 ( 8 )
(H = 311)

D i r e c t o r s  3 ( 3 )  l 1* ( 1 3 )  1 0  ( 1 0 )  7 1  ( 6 8 )  1 ( l )  1 ( l )
( N = 96)

T o t a l s  2 . 5  ( 1 0 )  1 6 . 5  ( 6 7 ) 9 ( 3 5 )  69  ( 2 8 0 )  1 ( 6 ) 2 ( 9 )

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  
C ch o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s

As shown i n  T a b l e  57 ♦ a t o t a l  o f  6 8 # o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  and 8 0 # o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a g r e e d  o r  

s t r o n g l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  s p e c i f i e d  b e h a v i o r a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  O n ly  13# o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y e h o ] o g i s t s  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  s p e c i f i e d  b e h a v i o r a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  w h e r e a s  1(1 # o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e d .
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TABLE 5 7 . — A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .

S t r o n g l y S t r o n g l y
A g r e e  A g r e e  D i s a g r e e D i s a g r e e

Group % (N) % 0 0  % 0 0 % 0 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s 13 ( h o )  5 ^ .5 ( 1 6 6 ) 21 ( 6 M 1 1 . 5  ( 3 5 )
(H = 305)

D i r e c t o r s 1*1 ( 3 9 )  I18 ( 146) 10 ( 1 0 ) 1 ( 1 )
( N = 96 )

T o t a l s 20 ( 7 9 )  53 ( 2 1 2 ) IB (7>0 9 ( 3 6 )

M i n i m a l  D e g r e e  f o r
G choo l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s

The s c h o o l p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n

w e r e  i n  v e r y c l o s e a g r e e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g t h e  m i n i m a l  d e g r e e  f o r  s c h o o l

p s y c h o l o g i s t s . The m a j o r i t y  ( 6 0 . h% f o r s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  :a n d  6 7 #

f o r  d i r e c t o r s o f  s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n )  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e s c h o o l p s y c h o l -

o g i s t  s h o u l d i d e a l l y  h a v e a t  l e a s t  a  M. A. o r  M .S .  d e g r e e  ( s e e T n b l e  5 8 ) .

TABLE 5 8 . — M in im a l D e g r e e f o r  G choo l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  .

P.  A . o r M.A. o r
B . G. M.S. Ed . 8 E d . D Ph.D

Group C* (H) % 0 0 % 0 0  % 0 0 % 0 0

T s y c h o i  o g i  s t s 1 . 3 0 0 6 8 . ( 9 1 3 ) 2 7  ( 8 I t) 1 ( 3 ) 2 . 3  ( 7 )
(H = i l l )

P i  r e c t o r s 3 ( 0 6 7  ( 6 5 ) 27  ( 2 6 ) 1 ( 1 ) 2  ( 2 )
(N = 9 7 )

T o t a l s O ( 7 ) 60  ( 2 7 8 ) 2 7  ( n o )  1 0 0 2 ( 9 )
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Use o f  P a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b y  
t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  60% o f  b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s

o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a g r e e d  o r  s t r o n g l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  t r a i n e d  p a r a p r o f e s -

s i o n a l  a i d e s  s h o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  when a p p r o p r i a t e i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i  on

o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t s  ( s e e  T a b l e 5 9 ) .

TABLE 5 9 . — Use o f  P a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b y  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t *

S t r o n g l y S t r o n g l y
A gree A g re e D i s a g r e e D i s a g r e e

Group  % ( h ) % (H) % (N) % (TO

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  2 0 . 3  ( 6 )4) 3 9 - 1* (12*0 25 ( 7 9 ) 1 5 . 3  (1*8)
(N = 315)

D i r e c t o r s  19 ( l 8 ) U2 (hO) 30 ( 2 9 ) 9 ( 9 )
(N = 9 6 )

T o t a l s  20 ( 8 2 ) h0 ( 16)4) 26 ( 108 ) 1*4 ( 5 7 )

P r o f e s s i o n a l  A f f i l i a t i o n s  f o r  
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( H e s p o n d e n t s :
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  o n i y )

As shown i n  T a b l e  6 0 ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  f e e l i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  

a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  The  

moot  p o s i t i v e  f e e l i n g s  w e r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  a  t o t a l  o f  00% o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  o r  s h o u l d  b e l o n g .  A t o t a l  

o f  '{1% o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  o r  s h o u l d  

b e l o n g  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .  A p p r o x i ­

m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  "may b e l o n g "  

t o  t h e  M i c h i g a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( 5 3 / 0 ,  C o u n c i l  f o r
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E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n  ( 5 3 ^ ) ,  and  D i v i s i o n  16  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g ­

i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( 5 2 ^ ) .  On a  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  

M i c h i g a n  p e r f e r r e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  

D i v i s i o n  l 6  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .

TABLE 6 0 . — P r o f e s s i o n a l  A f f i l i a t i o n s  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( b y  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ) .

S h o u l d  Must
Must  S h o u l d  May Hot Not

B e l o n g  B e l o n g  B e l o n g  B e l o n g  B e l o n g

Croup N % % % % %

CEC1 303 6 Jil 53
NEA 290 U 1»4 70 10 2
MEA 299 5 1)4 6B 10 3
L o c a l 290 0 . 3 20 58 .  J4 11 2 . 3
MASP 305 52 30 9 . 5 .5 -

MPA 300 12 33 53 2 -

HASP 300 25 J46 29 - -

D iv .  16 299 11 36 52 1

1CEC -  C o u n c i l  :f o r  E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n
NEA -  N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n
MEA -  M i c h i g a n E d u c a t i  on Ass o c i  a t i o n
L o c a l -  L o c a l  E d u c a t i o n  As s o c i a t i o n
MAGP -  M i c h i g a n A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s
MPA -  M i c h i g a n P s y c h o l o g i c a l A s s o c i  a t i o n
HASP -  N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s
D iv .  1C -  D i v i s i o n 16 -  A m e r i c a n P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

" P r i v a t e  P r a c t i c e "  f o r
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s

T h e r e  was  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  on t h i s  i t e m  e x p r e s s e d  b y

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l e d u c u t i o n  ( s e e  T a b l e  6 l ) .

A m a j o r i t y  (0155) o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s e i t h e r  a g r e e d  01* s t r o n g l y

a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  f r e e  t o  e n g a g e  i n " p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e . "
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H ow ever ,  a  m a j o r i t y  (6 0 # )  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  e i t h e r  

d i s a g r e e d  o r  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  

f r e e  t o  e n g a g e  i n  " p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e . "

TABLE 6 l . — " P r i v a t e  P r a c t i c e "  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .
-■ ■■ ■ * .1 1 < ■ 11 ■ 11 ■ ■ .i ■ ■ —1 1 —  ,  i i i  j   ̂ 1 — i— ■ 1 j  1 1

S t r o n g l y  S t r o n g l y
A g ree  A g ree  D i s a g r e e  D i s a g r e e

Group # (N) # (N) # (N) # (N)

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  29 ( 9 1 ) 52 ( l 6 l )  lU ( M O  5 { 15 )
(H = 311)

D i r e c t o r s  5 ( 5 )  35 ( 3}i ) >40 ( 3 8 ) 20 ( 1 9 )
(N = 96)

P r o f e s s i o n a l  Im provem en t  o f  
S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  by  Means 
o f  F ou r  A c t i v i t i e s

As shown i n  T a b l e  6 2 ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  w e re  i n  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  " m u s t "  o r  " s h o u l d "  e n g a g e  i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

im p ro v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  The r e a d i n g  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o u r n a l s  b y  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  was s t r o n g l y  r ecom m ended  a s  a  " m u s t "  a c t i v i t y  b y  6 8 . 6 # o f  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  6 1 . 5 # o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n .  A t o t a l  o f  9 5 . 6 #  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  91*7#  

o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s ,  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  " m u s t "  o r  " s h o u l d "  r e a d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  J o u r n a l s .

T h e r e  was a  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  g r o u p s  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  c o n f e r e n c e s .  A t o t a l  o f  5 2 . 7 #  o f  t h e  

school ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  " m u s t "  a t t e n d  

c o n f e r e n c e s  a s  com pared  t o  o n l y  21# o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s .  A t o t a l  o f



TABLn 6 2 . — P r o f e s s i o n a l  Improvement o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  by ' l e a ns  o f  F ou r  A c t i v i t i e s  as  
P e r c e i v e d  by  t h e  R e s p o n d e n t s  ( i n  P e r c e n t ) .

’t o s t  Do Shou ld  Do May Do S hou ld  Not Do Must  Not Do

P sych .  D i r .  P s y c h .  D i r .  P s y c h .  D i r .  P s y c h .  D i r .  P s y c h .  D i r .

V i s i t  S c h o o l  Programs 25 I 0 . 7  2 g . t  5 9 . 3  2 5 -6  23 -  -  -  1

E n r o l l  i n  U n i v e r s i t y
C ourse s  l l  1 1 .5  1 3 . 1  50 3 6 .3  3 6 .5  .3 -  1*3 2

A t t e n d  C o n f e r e n c e s  5 2 . 7  21 39 29 3 23 .3  1 -  1

F.ead P r o f e s s i o n a l
J o u r n a l s  6 5 . 6  6 1 . 5  27 30 .2  2 . 1  5 .2  .3  2 . 1

N ( S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s ) = 3 i l
N ( D i r e c t o r s  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n )  = ?6

117
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9 1 . 7$ o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

" m u s t "  o r  " s h o u l d "  a t t e n d  c o n f e r e n c e s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  7 0 % o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  50% o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  " s h o u l d "  v i s i t  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  i n  o t h e r  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t s  a n d  e n r o l l  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e s .

O f  t h e  f o u r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e n r o l l i n g  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e s  w a s  t h e  

l e a s t  e m p h a s i z e d  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  m o re  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  

g r o u p s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  "may"  do  t h i s .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r e a s  i n  W h i c h  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  
N e e d  t o  I m p r o v e  P k i l l s  a n d  C o m p e t e n c i e s  

i n  V i e w  o f  C h a n g e s  W h i c h  a r e  
T a k i n g  P l a c e  i n  T h e i r  

H o l e

T h i s  was t h e  o n l y  o p e n - e n d e d  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  A

t o t a l  o f  9 5 9  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f rom  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  ( 7 7 0  r e s p o n s e s

from 2 7 7  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  1.89 r e s p o n s e s  f ro m  7 ^ d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ) .  T h e s e  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  s u m m a r i z e d  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  

s p e c i f i c  c a t e g o r i e s  w h i c h  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  m a j o r  t h r u s t  o r  e m p h a s i s  o f  

e a c h  r e s p o n s e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w as  some o v e r l a p  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h i s  

was  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  a l l  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  i d e a s  

w h ic h  w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  ( s e e  T a b l e s  6 } a n d  6 l i ) .

T h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p l a c e d  t h e  m o s t  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  t h e  n e e d

t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c i e s  i n  D i e  a r e a  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g .  A 

t o t a l  o f  237  r e s p o n s e s  o u t  o f  770  (31%) d e a l t  w i t h  d i a g n o s i s .  I n  t h e  

d i a g n o s t i c  a r e a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e m p h a s i s  was  p l a c e d  upon  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  

l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  c l i n i c a l  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  d i a g n o s i s .  S c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a l s o  p l a c e d  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  i m p r o v i n g  s k i l l s  i n
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c o u n s e l i n g  a n d / o r  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  

p l a n n i n g .

The  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p l a c e d  t h e  m o s t  e m p h a s i s  

upon  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  i n  c u r r i c u l u m ,  

m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  t e a c h i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  D i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g  w a s  a l s o  

s t r e s s e d  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  i m p r o v i n g  c o m p e t e n c i e s  i n  t h e  

d i a g n o s i s  o f  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  D i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p l a c e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  upon  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

t o  i m p r o v e  s k i l l s  i n  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g ,  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  and  

c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t e a c h e r s ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  t e a m  a p p r o a c h ,  u n d e r s t a n d ­

a b l e  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  s c h o o l  p r o c e d u r e s ,  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  and  

t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  r o l e .  The f a c t  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  M i c h i g a n  h a v e  n o  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  may b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h i s  l a c k  o f  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r ’ s c o n c e r n s  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .

TABLE 6 3 . — P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r e a s  i n  Which  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  Need t o  
I m p r o v e  C h i l l s  a n d  C o m p e t e n c i e s  a s  P e r c e i v e d  b y  D e h o o l  
P s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( T o t a l  r e s p o n s e s :  7 7 0 ) ,

Number o f
P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r e a  H e s p o n s e s

D i a g n o s t i c  T e s t i n g  937
D i a g n o s i s  a n d  r e m e d i a t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  ( 9 3 )
C l i n i c a l  d i a g n o s i s  ( 6 8 )

-  D i a g n o s i s  o f  e m o t i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e  ( 9 3 )
-  P r o j e c t i v e  t e s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( 9 0 )
-  P e r s o n a l i t y  ( a f f e c t i v e )  d i a g n o s i s  ( 1 7 )

P r e - s c h o o l  ( 1 9 )
G e n e r a l  d i a g n o s t i c  s k i l l s  ( 1 5 )
B e a d i n g  ( 1 0 )
O t h e r  t y p e s  o f  h a n d i c a p s  ( 9 7 )
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TABLE 63. —  (cont’d. )

P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r e a
Humber o f  
R e s p o n s e s

C o u n s e l i n g  a n d / o r  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n 92

P s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e s c r i p t i o n s 83

B e h a v i o r  m a n a g e m e n t  s k i l l s
B e h a v i o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  ( 2 9 )
B e h a v i o r  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  ( 2 l )

)»9

T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t a t i o n  and  I n s e r v i c e >+7

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  m a t e r i a l s U2

P a r e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n 35

T h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s
( E m p h a s i s  on  l e a r n i n g  t h e o r y ,  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h e o r y ,  
a n d  c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t )

32

R e s e a r c h  and  r e s e a r c h  m e th o d s 22

T r a i n i n g  i n  human r c l n t i o n s h i p s
( E m p h a s i s  on i n t e r p e r s o n a l  s k i l l s ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  
l i s t e n i n g  a n d  i n f l u e n c i n g  o t h e r s )

16

P s y c h o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  s t r e s s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
a n d  a p p l i e d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r o l e 1 )*

Admin i  s t r n t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s 13

C o m m u n i t y - s c h o o l  r e l a t i o n s 9

P o l i t i c a l - l e g a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s 7

P c l ' i n i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  b e h a v i o r a l  o b j e c t i v e s 6

C r o u p - w o r k  s k i l l s 6

C l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t l i  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  c h i l d r e n 5

O t h e r 55
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TABLE 6 h . — P r o f e s s i o n a l  A r e a s  i n  W h i c h  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  Weed t o  
I m p r o v e  S k i l l s  a n d  C o m p e t e n c i e s  a s  P e r c e i v e d  "by D i r e c t o r s  
o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( T o t a l  r e s p o n s e s :  109)*

P r o f e s s i o n a l  A re a
Humber o f  
R e s p o n s e s

Knowledge  o f  c u r r i c u l u m ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  and  t e a c h i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s 25

D i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g 23
G e n e r a l  ( 3 ) ;  P e r s o n a l i t y  ( 2 ) ;  G i f t e d  ( l ) ;
P s y c h o - m o t o r  ( l ) ;  P e r c e p t u a l  h a n d i c a p s  ( l ) ;
H e a d in g  ( 2 ) ;  P r e - s c h o o l  ( 2 ) ;  E m o t i o n a l  
d i s t u r b a n c e  ( P ) ;  L e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  ( 9 )

P s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e s c r i p t i o n s 22

P u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  and  s t a f f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ;  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
s k i l l s ;  t e a m  a p p r o a c h  and  c o o p e r a t i o n ;  make r e p o r t s  
more  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e 18

T e a c h e r  c o n s u l t i n g  and i n s c r v i c e 16

T e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ;  k n o w l e d g e  o f  s c h o o l  p r o c e d u r e s ;  
a w a r e n e s s  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  and  
t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  r o l e lL

C o u n s e l i n g  a n d / o r  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n D*

P a r e n t  c o u n s e l i n g 12

T h e o r e t i c a l  u n d c r s t a n d i  n g s 0
P e r s o n a l i t y  t h e o r y  ( l ) ;  L e a r n i n g  t h e o r y  (P )  
C h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( P ) ;  E m o t i o n a l  a n d  a f f e c t i v e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  ( 2 ) ;  P h y s i o l o g y  ( l ) ;  O r g a n i c  
p r o b l e m s  ( l )

B e h a v i o r  m a nagem en t  s k i l l s 8

H e s e a r c h 5

Im p ro v e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a l l  a r e a s  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l i t y It

O t h e r 19



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS,  AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

T h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i v e  p a r t s :  a  b r i e f  r e v i e w  o f  t h e

s t u d y ,  m a j o r  f i n d i n g s ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  a n d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .

R e v i e w  o f  t h e  S t u d y

T h i s  s t u d y  was  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  m a k i n g  u p  an 

i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  a c  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  R e c e n t  c o u r t  

l i t i g a t i o n ,  c h a n g e s  i n  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d  r e c e n t  l e g i s ­

l a t i o n  i n  M i c h i g a n  i n c l u d i n g  M a n d a t o r y  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( 1 9 7 1 )  a n d  

C o m p r o h e n s i v e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i c a l .  S e r v i c e s  ( 1 9 7 3 )  h a v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

f o r  c h a n g e  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  

A l t h o u g h  many w r i t e r s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  v a r i o u s  ch an g e r ,  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  c a r r i e d  

o u t  t o  s t u d y  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  

t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l  o g i  s t . P r e v i o u s  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  

b e e n  d e m o g r a p h i c  i n  e m p h a s i s  a n d  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  sc h o o l ,  p s y c h o l  o g i  s t .

T o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  d a t a  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o

IP S
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e l i c i t  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  b o t h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  

and f i f t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  r e t u r n e d  318 q u e s t i o n ­

n a i r e s  (78%) w h i l e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  r e t u r n e d  9 9  q u e s t i o n ­

n a i r e s  ( 6 6 % ) .  The u n i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  w a s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

w h e t h e r  t h e  am oun t  o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n ,  and t h e  t y p e  a n d  s i z e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  h a d  any e f f e c t  upon  

t h e  r o l e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  on  e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  'Hie C h i - s q u a r e  T e s t  o f  H o m o g e n e i t y  w a s  u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  o f  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o n  e a c h  o f  t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 

K e n d a l l  C o e f f i c i e n t  o f  C o n c o r d a n c e  w as  u s e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  

r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e ,  t h e  i d e a l  

r o l e ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  t i m e  a l l o t m e n t  f o r  e a c h  a c t i v i t y ,  and  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

a d e q u a c y  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s .  ' Jbe t y p e s  o f  c h i l d r e n  

n e e d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w e r e  

s t u d i e d .  'Hie r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  a s k e d  t o  l i s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r e a s  

i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  n e e d i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  

t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c i e s . .

M a jo r  F i n d i n g s

1 .  T h e r e  was  a  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s ’, o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  on t h e i r
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p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on  s i x  o f  t h e  

e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  a s  c o m p a re d  t o  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  h a d  a  s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  m ore  i m p o r t a n t :

D i a g n o s i s
P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  
C h i l d  T h e r a p y  
Communi ty R e l a t i o n s h i p s  
P ro g ra m  C o n s u l t a t i o n
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g a r m s  

In  g e n e r a l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  mean s c o r e s ,  w h i l e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f ­

i c a n t ,  w e r e  s m a l l  and  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l .  P a r e n t  Con­

s u l t a t i o n  and  R e s e a r c h  w e r e  p e r c e i v e d  a s  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  b y  b o t h  

r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s .

2 .  Amount o f  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  no e f f e c t  u p o n  how t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  i d e a l  

r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on e a c h  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s .

1.  Amount o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  no e f f e c t  u p o n  how t h e  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  

i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on s i x  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  'Hie p e r c e i v e d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  I’h i l d  T h e r a p y  and  Community  

R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  a s  t h e  am oun t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i ­

e n c e  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  i n c r e a s e d .

. The  t y p e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  ( l o c a l  o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e )  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  e m p lo y e d  d i d  n o t  h a v e  an e f f e c t  upon  how t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  on  s i x
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o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s . T h e r e  w as  a  s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y  f o r  

r e s p o n d e n t s  f ro m  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  p e r c e i v e  D i a g n o s i s  a n d  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  

P l a n n i n g  a s  m ore  i m p o r t a n t .

5 .  I b e  s i c e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  h a d  n o  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  p e r ­

c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t .

6 .  T h e r e  war. a  v e r y  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  how t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  r a n k e d  t h e  e i g h t  m a j o r  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e .  The  r a n k i n g s  b y  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  

e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  mean r a n k i n g s  

o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s , a r e  g i v e n  i n  r a n k  o r d e r  b e l o w .

D i a g n o s i s
T s y c h o - K d u c a t i o n a l  P I a n n i n g
P a r e n t  P o n s u l t a t i o n
( 'h i  I d  I b e i ' a p y
P e h o o l  P r o g r a m  C o n s u l t a t i o n
H e s e n r r h
( ' ominuni  t y  P e l  a t  i o n s h  i p s
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  T p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s

Y. D i a g n o s i s ,  a n d  P s . y e h o - E d n c u t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  w e r e  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

s c h o o l  p s y o h o l o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  d e s e r v i n g  

t h e  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  t i m e .

0 .  The  e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  r a n k e d  b y  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  b o t h  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  r e l a t i v e  a d e q u a c y  o f  

p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  e a c h  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  t i m e  t o
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s pend  i n  e a c h  a c t i v i t y ,  h a d  r a n k i n g s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  

m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

9 .  T h e r e  wan a  v e r y  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e  

e i g h t  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e  a n d  t h e  r a n k i n g s  o f  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  p e r c e i v e d  

by b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s .

1 0 .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a l  1 c h i l d i - e n .  T h e  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  c h i l d  w a s  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c h i l d  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  t o  s e r v e  

f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b l e d ,  t h e  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d ,  a n d  t h e  

m u l t i p l y  h a n d i c a p p e d .

1 1 .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  w e r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t

a  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  s e r v e  a  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  2 5 0 0  o r  l e s s .

1 2 .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  w e r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  

s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l  o g i  s t s  " m u s t "  o r  " s h o u l d "  p r o v i d e  s e r v i  c e  t o  r e g u l a r  

s c i i o o l  p r o g r a m s , s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  

s c h o o l ,  p r e - s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s c h o o l s  o r  f a c i l ­

i t i e s  s e r v i n g  d a y  s t u d e n t s .

I d .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  d e s i r e d  a  d i r e c t o r  o r  c o ­

o r d i n a t o r  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  b e  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  

w h e r e a s  u  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d e s i r e d  t h a t  

t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  b e  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  s u p e r v i s o r s .
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1^4. A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  some t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

1 5 .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e .

1 6 . A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  l e g a l l y  c e r t i f i e d  o r  l i c e n s e d  a t  a  " s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t "  l e v e l .

17* A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s p e c i f i e d  b e h a v ­

i o r a l  o b j e c t i v e s .

1 8 .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a  M . A .  d e g r e e .

1 9 .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t r a i n e d  p a r a -  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a i d e s  s h o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  when  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t i o n  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t s .

9 0 .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  

b e  f r e e  t o  e n g a g e  i n  " p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e "  w h e r e a s  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .

2 1 .  R e g a r d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a d  

t h e  m o s t  p o s i t i v e  f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f c h o o l  

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  f c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .
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2 2 .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  i n  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  " m u s t "  

o r  " s h o u l d "  e n g a g e  i n  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s ,  e n r o l l  

i n  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e s ,  a t t e n d  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  a n d  r e a d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

j o u r n a l s  ■

2 3 .  The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p l a c e d  e m p h a s i s  upon  t h e  n e e d  t o  

im prove  t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g  w i t h  

i m p o r t a n c e  p l a c e d  upon  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and  

p e r s o n a l i t y - e m o t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  The  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p l a c e d  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  b e c o m i n g  m o re  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

i n  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t e r i a l s  and  t e a c h i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  D i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g  

and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w e r e  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  b y  d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  The  n e e d  f o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  

im p r o v e  t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  and  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  s k i l l G  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

and t h e  n e e d  t o  b e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  

i m p o r t a n t  by  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .

D i s c u s s ! o n

The i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  n o t  

a  r o l e  whi ch c a n  b e  c a l l e d  i d e a l ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  i t s  b e i n g  p e r f e c t .  I t

i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  r o l e  a s  p e r c e i v e d  by  o n l y  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o ] o g i s t s  and d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and i t  i s  

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  tw o  g r o u p s  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s .  The 

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  p a r e n t s ,  

and  o t h e r  e d u c a t o r s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  D i n c e  i t  i s  a 

p e r c e i v e d  r o l e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  tw o  g r o u p s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f
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t h i s  s t u d y  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  i n t e r p r e t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  

i n  m i n d .

The i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  was  p e r c e i v e d  b y  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  m u l t i ­

f a c e t e d  r o l e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  T t  was  e v i d e n t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  D i a g n o s i s  and  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  w e r e  p e r c e i v e d  

as  tw o  o f  t h e  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  

t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  and  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s  t i m e  

. shou ld  b e  s p e n t  i n  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Many w r i t e r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  d i a g n o s i s  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  f o r  many 

y e a r s  s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  and  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  t o  

t a k e  i t s  p l a c e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o ­

g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  M i c h i g a n  p e r c e i v e d  

P i n g n o s i s  os  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  m o d i f i e d  t o  s e r v e  a l l  

c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e r e  was  a  p e r c e i v e d  e m p h a s i s  

on d i a g n o s i n g  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  e m o t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  

and  m u l t i p l e  h a n d i c a p s .  T h e r e  w as  a l s o  a  p e r c e i v e d  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  

p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  w h i c h  may r e q u i r e  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

h a v e  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  t e a c h i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  I n  s u m ,  i t  

a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w as  p e r c e i v e d  

a s  a  d i a g n n s t i c - p r e s c r i p t i v e  r o l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  c l i n i c a l - d i a g n o s t i c  

r o l e .  I t  was p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  r o l e  i n  w h i c h  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  no 

l o n g e r  m e r e l y  d i u g n o s e  m e n t a l  r e t a r d a t i o n  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s r o o m s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a  r o l e  i n  w h i c h  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  d i a g n o s e  v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  p r e ­

s c r i p t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e s  and  p r o c e d u r e s .  I t  was
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p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  r o l e  w h i c h  i s  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  and  b e h a v i o r  ch a n g e  o r i e n t e d  

w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  on i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s .

T he  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r o l e  p e r c e p t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t ,  w e r e  s m a l l  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l .

The f a c t  t h a t  22% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  

c i t h e r  a s  a  s c h o o l  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  o r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  may h a v e  b e e n  a 

c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  t h e s e  s m a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h a t  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  

as  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  may h a v e  s e n s i t i z e d  some o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e  r o l e  i n  a  s i m i l a r  way  t o  t h e  p e r c e p ­

t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s . A I g o ,  t h e  s m a l l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r o l e  

p e r c e p t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  may i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n .  I t  

a l s o  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  s h a r i n g  common 

i d e n s .

H i e  p e r c e i v e d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  C h i l d  T h e r a p y  a n d  Community 

Hoi a t i o n s h i p s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  t h e  am o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  b o t h  

r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  i n c r e a s e d .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a s  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  g a i n e d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y  

p e r c e i v e d  a  n e e d  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  t o  h a v e  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  w i t ] )  b o t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  a t  l a r g e .

T h e r e  was  a s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y  f o r  r e s p o n d e n t s  f ro m  l o c a l  d i s ­

t r i c t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  i n t e r m e d i a t e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  p l a c e  

more  i m p o r t a n c e  u p o n  D i a g n o s i s  and  P s y c h o - E d u c n t i o n u l  H a n n i n g .  T h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t  may b e  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n t s  f rom  l o c a l
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s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  may b e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t e a c h e r s ,  

o r  p e r h a p s  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r  m o re  i m m e d i a t e  p r e s s u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  

s e r v i  c e s .

In  a  g e n e r a l  w a y ,  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t e a c h ­

i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a m o u n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e i t h e r  a s c h o o l

p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  t y p e  and  s i z e  o f  

s c i i o o l  d i s t r i c t  h a d  any  a p p r e c i a b l e  e f f e c t  u p o n  how t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e .  S i n c e  t h e r e  a l s o  a p p e a r e d  

t o  b e  l i t t l e  m e a n i n g f u l ,  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  r o l e  p e r c e p t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  

r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  e n c o u r a g i n g  p r o s p e c t  f o r  a g r e e m e n t  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  p r o g r a m  i s  

p r o c e e d i n g .

The i d e a l  r o l e  was  p e r c e i v e d  a s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p e r c e p ­

t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e ,  and  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  

may n o t  c h a n g e  v e r y  much .  I t  i s  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  

s i m i l a r i t y  i n  p e r c e p t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  may a l r e a d y  b e  

e n g a g e d  i n  v a r i o u s  n s p e c t s  o f  w h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o  1o g i s t s  and d i r e c ­

t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r c e i v e d  t o  b e  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l

p s y c h o l  o g i  s t . T h e r e  was. some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i n  t h e  i d e a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  

s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l  o g i  s t , i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  r o l e ,  t h e r e  may b e  

m o re  e m p h a s i s  p l a c e d  u p o n  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g ,  c h i l d  t h e r a p y ,  

and  r e s e a r c h .

The i d e a l  r o l e  ol '  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  was p e r c e i v e d  t o  h a v e  

a s t r o n g  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  t h a t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o ­

g ra m s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e r v e  t h a n  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f
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p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s ,  summer s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s ,  

r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .  M e n t a l  r e t a r d a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

b e  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  a r e a  w h i c h  w as  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a s  t h e  

more  i m p o r t a n t  o n e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o u g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e .

A m a j o r i t y  o f  b o t h  r e s p o n d e n t  g r o u p s  w e r e  i n  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  a  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  s e r v e  n s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  2 5 0 0  o r  l o s s .

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code f ' o m m i t t e c  o n  S p e c i a l  

E d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  r e co m m en d ed  a u t h o r i ­

s a t i o n  o f  o n e  a p p r o v e d  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  d i a g n o s t i c i a n  f o r  e a c h  2500  

p u p i l s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  " f a c i l i t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  

t h e  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  w i t h  n i l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  

and t o  p e r m i t  r e a s o n a b l e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t i r e  d i a g n o s t i c i a n s  f o r  p r o g r a m  

r e s e a r c h  and  e v a l u a t i o n  . . . . "  ( l9 f> 9 ,  p .  9 3 )

T h e r e  w e r e  some d i f f e r e n c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  d i  r e c t o r s  o l '  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  They  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  

on  who s h o u l d  s u p e r v i s e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  e n g a g e  i n  " p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e . "  'H i e r e  was  a l s o  a  

s l i g h t  t e n d e n c y  f o r  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  

s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t o  p l a c e  m o re  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

b e i n g  a c c o u n t a b l e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s p e c i f i e d  b e h a v i o r a l  o b j e c t i v e s .

The o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

c h i - s q u a r e  w h ic h  was  r a t e d  a s  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  by  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  by s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  " G i v e  a

w r i t t e n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n eed : :  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d . "  A t o t a l  o f  9 5 ^  o f  t h e  s c h o o l
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p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  3&% o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p e r c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  " m u s t "  o r  " s h o u l d "  p e r f o r m  t h i s  

a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  h a v e  m o r e  c o n c e r n  f o r  d u e  p r o c e s s  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and p a r e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g .

I t  a l s o  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a r e  n o t  p r e d i s p o s e d  

t o  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  f i n d i n g s  w i t h  p a r e n t s .

R e g a r d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  g a v e  a  h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y  t o  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i ­

a t i o n s  t h a n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n d i c a t e d  a  g r e a t e r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  o f  P c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  t h a n  f o r  D i v i s i o n  l 6  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  d e s i r e  a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

o r g a n i o a t i o n , i t  s h o u l d  k e e p  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  m i n d .

Roc omm e n d a t  i on s

R ased  upon  b o t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  and  u p o n  

c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  mid h a p p e n i n g s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  s u g g e s t e d .

1 .  P c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p s y c h o l o g i c u 1 

s e r v i c e s  t o  a l l  c h i l d r e n .  The a p p r o a c h  s h o u l d  b e  c h i l d  c e n t e r e d  a n d  

b e h a v i o r  c h a n g e  o r i e n t e d .

P .  S c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  becom e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n u l  p l a n n i n g ,  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e s e r i p t i o n s  , 

and  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h e r s .
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3 .  S c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  s t r i v e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  im a g e  

i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  b y  m e an s  o f  e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  becom e  m o re  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m .  Ho n e e d s  t o  b eco m e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  member  o f  a  t e a m  

o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  v h o  d e s i r e  t o  e d u c a t e  c h i l d r e n .

t .  The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  i n v o l v e  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  d i a g n o s ­

t i c - p r e s c r i p t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e m  when n e c e s s a r y .

5 .  S t a t e - w i d e  i n s e r v i c e  m e e t i n g s  s p o n s o r e d  e i t h e r  b y  t h e  M i c h i g a n  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s ,  o r  o t h e r  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  

s k i l l s  a s  t h e y  p e r t a i n  t o  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  e m o t i o n a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  

and  m u l t i p l e  h a n d i c a p s .  . S k i l l s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t h e  u s e

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  a n d  p s y c h o -  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  n e e d  t o  b e  u p g r a d e d .  T h e  g r o w i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  

c h i l d  t h e r a p y  n e e d s  t o  b e  e x p l o r e d .  How t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  a n d  c o n s u l t  

w i t h  p a r e n t s  e f f e c t i v e l y  n e e d s  t o  b e  s t u d i e d .

6 . The p r e s e n t  r a t i o  o f  o n e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  e v e r y  hOOO 

s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  a  l e v e l  o f  7*300 s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  

f o r  e v e r y  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .

7 .  A d i a l o g u e  s h o u l d  b e  s t a r t e d  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l ,  p s y c h o l  o g i  s t s  and  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t o  e x p l o r e  p r o b l e m s  o f  m u t u a l  c o n c e r n .

The  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  " p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e "  b y  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s , a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  b y  m e an s  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  

t h e  u s e  o f  c o n f  i d e n t i  ul. p s y c h o l  o g i  c n l  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d
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h e  d i s c u s s e d .

8 .  U n i v e r s i t y  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  h e  o r i e n t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c i i o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  i n  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  c o m p e t e n c i e s  n e e d e d  

t o  p r o v i d e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s .

A. T h e r e  s h o u l d  h e  an  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  v a r i o u s  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d ,  t h e  e m o t i o n ­

a l l y  d i s t u r b e d ,  t h e  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b l e d ,  t h e  m u l t i p l y  

h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  o t h e r s .

U. T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  an  e m p h a s i s  u p o n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  

a n d  t e a c h i n g .  The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  t r a i n i n g  s h o u l d  

becom e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e  u s e  

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  and  t e c h n i q u e s ,  and p s y c h o -  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e s c r i p t i o n .

U. I ' c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n t e r n s h i p s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a t t e n d a n c e

a t  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  m e e t i n g s ,  p a r e n t  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  

and  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c l a s s , r o o m .

. Tin? s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i c t s  a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p  s h o u l d  r e c o m ­

mend l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  amend t h e  s t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  a c t  f o r  l e v e l s ,  o f  p s y c h o l ­

o g i s t s  s o  t h a t  " s c i i o o l  p s y  c h o l  og i s t s " c a n  becom e  o n e  o f  t h e  l e g a l l y  

r e c o g n i  s e d  1 e v e  1 s .

I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  F u t u r e  K e s e a r c h  

A d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :

1.  A l t h o u g h  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and  t y p e  

a n d  s i " e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  upon  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n
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o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s t a t e d  w i t h  any  

c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  h a v e  n o  e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  r o l e  a s  i t  i s  

a c t u a l l y  p r a c t i c e d .  R e s e a r c h  i s  r eco m m en d ed  t o  e x p l o r e  t h i s  a r e a .

2 .  B o th  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  

s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a n d  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

and p l a n n i n g  p r e s c r i p t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  R e s e a r c h  

s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  f i n d i n g  how t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  c a n  b e  

m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y .

3 .  B i n c e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p e r c e i v e d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  n e e d  f o r  

c h i l d  t h e r a p y ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a n  e f f o r t  e x p e n d e d  t o  d e f i n e  a n d  

d e v e l o p  t h e  c o n c e p t ,  t o  s t u d y  i t s  f e a s i b i l i t y  a n d  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t i v e ­

n e s s ,  and  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n v o l v e d .

h . I n  v ie w  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  f o r  p a r e n t  

c o u n s e l i n g  and  i n  v ie w  o f  d u e  p r o c e s s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  r eco m m en d ed  

t h a t  m o d e l s  f o r  r e l a t i n g  w i t h  p a r e n t s  b e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  

b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  f i n d  e f f e c t i v e  w ays  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  and  c o n s u l t  w i t h  

p a r e n t s .

5 . s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  e x p l o r e  how p u r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

c a n  b e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  u s e d  i n  c o m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

p s y c h o l o g i  s t .

6 ,  R t u d i e s  s h o u l d  b e  made  t o  o b t a i n  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t e a c h e r s ,  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a ­

t o r s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  e d u c u t o r s .
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APPENDIX A

EIGHT MAJOR AND F IFTY-FIV E SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES 

OF THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST

I . D i a g n o s t i c  T e s t i n g  a n d  E v a l u a t i o n

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  m a k e s  a  d i a g n o s t i c  s t u d y  o f  a  

c h i l d  by  means  o f  v a r i o u s  m e a s u r e m e n t  i n s t r u m e n t s  o r  t e c h n i q u e s  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c h i l d ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s c h o o l .

A. T y p e s  o f  p r o b l e m s  t o  d i a g n o s e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  

1 .  I n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  d i f f i c u l t i e s

P .  P e r c e p t u a l - m o t o r  p r o b l e m s

3.  L e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s

It. A f f e c t i v e  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s

‘3 .  Doc i n i  a n d  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s

B. Means o f  d i a g n o s i s

1 .  A d m i n i s t e r  a n d  . s c o re  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s

P .  A d m i n i s t e r  a n d  s c o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o j e c t i v e  o r  n o n ­
s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s

3.  D i s c u s s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  t o u c h e r

It. O b s e r v e  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  o r  r e a l  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n

3 .  S t u d y  t h e  s o c i a l  c a s e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h i l d

ILL
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I I . T e a c h e r  C o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  P s y c h o -
E d u c a t i o n a l  P l a n n i n g  f o r  I n d i v i d u a l  
C h i l d r e n

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  c o n s u l t s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  a n d  

s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  i n  p l a n n i n g  a  c h i l d ' s  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  i s  

u n i q u e  and  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  

s o u n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .

A. F u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l
P.1 a n n i  ng

] .  P r e s e n t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  s c o r e s  o f  t e s t s  t o  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l

P.  P r e s e n t  and  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i a g n o s e s  o f  
c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o b l e m s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l

1.  D e t e r m i n e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  
t y p e r ,  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

It. Make s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  b e h a v i o r  
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d / o r  B e h a v i o r  M o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  
w i t h  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o b l e m s

5 .  P r o s c r i b e  s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t e r i a l s  t o  r e m e d i a t e  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  l e a r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  o f  c h i l d r e n

f>. P r e s c r i b e  t h e  u s e  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  r e m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m s  
o f  v i s u a l - m o t o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  i n  c h i l d r e n

111 .  P s y c h o t h e r a p y  a n d / o r  C o u n s e l i n g  
wi t h  C h i l d r e n

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  g i v e s  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t i v e  h e l p  t o  

t h e  c h i l d  i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  i m p r o v e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

b e h a v i o r  s o  h e  c a n  a d a p t  h i m s e l f  m o re  r e a d i l y  t o  a  s choo l ,  l e a r n ­

i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .

A. T e c h n i q u e s  o f  c h i l d  t h e r a p y  i n t e r v e n t i o n

1.  C o n d u c t  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  g r o u p  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  a 
t h e r a p e u t i c  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  about ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  
u t t i t u d i n a l ,  a n d / o r  b e h a v i o r a l  c h a n g e
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2 .  E n g a g e  I n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d / o r  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u n s e l i n g  w i t h
s t u d e n t s

3 . Remediate learning problems by directly tutoring children 

U. Engage directly with children in recreational therapy

IV. P a r e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n

The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  h e l p s  t h e  p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

A. Method: ;  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  p a r e n t  c o n s u l t a t i o n

1 .  Make home v i s i t a t i o n s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  p a r e n t s

2 .  Make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  P . T . A .  g r o u p s

3.  I n c l u d e  p a r e n t s  i n  s c h o o l  P s y c h o - E d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  

I*. Clive a  w r i t t e n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s

V . Community  P e l a t i o n s h i p s

The  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w o r k s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  an 

e d u c a t i o n a l  and  i n f o r m a t i v e  m a n n e r  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  l i a i s o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  r e g a r d i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n .

A. Community  c o n c e r n s

1 .  H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  c o m m u n i t y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s

2 .  H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  S h e l t e r e d  W o rk s h o p  p r o g r a m s

3. H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  h a n d i ­
c a p p e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
e n v i  r o m n e n t

t*. I m p r o v e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l , a n d  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d

5 .  H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
h n n d i  c a p p e d
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B. M e th o d s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  c o m m u n i ty  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

1 .  S e r v e  on co m m u n i ty  h o a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e
n e e d s  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d

2 .  C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  s o l v e  a
l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  o r  c o u n t - w i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m

3. Make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  c i v i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o m m u n i ty
s e r v i c e  c l u b s ,  a n d  c h u r c h  g r o u p s

. C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  and  u t i l i z e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  c o m m u n i ty

V I . G c h o o l  C u r r i c u l u m  a n d  P r o g r a m  
C o n s u l t a t i o n

In  a  v a r i e t y  o f  ways  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  p r o v i d e s  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  s p e c i a l  n e e d s ,  

c u r r i c u l u m ,  a n d  p r o g r a m m i n g  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  i n  o r d e r  t o  

i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  b r i n g  a b o u t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  c h a n g e .

A. Gchool P r o g r a m  c o n c e r n s

1 .  Hecommend n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d
e q u i p m e n t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p l a n t  o r  p l a y g r o u n d

2 .  D e s i g n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  s u c h  a s
r e s o u r c e  ro o m s  a n d / o r  d i a g n o s t i c  l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r s

3.  Hecommend n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  e d u c a -
t  i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

Jj . Hecommend n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r  s t a f f i n g  o f
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

5 .  D i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  how s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n d
e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  c a n  a f f e c t  c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g

6 .  I m p r o v e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y
g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m

7. D e s i g n ,  s u b m i t ,  a n d  e v a l u a t e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l
p r o g r a m s  f u n d e d  b y  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s
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B. M e th o d s  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  c a n  u t i l i z e  t o  p r o m o t e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  and  d i s s e m i n a t e  i d e a s  

a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n

1 .  W r i t e  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o n c e r n i n g  n e e d e d
e d u c a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n

2 .  Work a s  a  member  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i s  e x p l o r i n g  a
p a r t i c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

3 .  C o n s u l t  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  r e g a r d i n g  w ays  t o  i m p r o v e
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

!| . P r o v i d e  i n s e r v i c c  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t e a c h e r s

5 .  A t t e n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  t o  p r e s e n t  now i d e a s  t o
b o a r d  m embers

VT1 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  M p c c i a l  
P d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  c o o r d i n a t e s  s > p cc ia l  e d u c a t i o n

p r o g r a m s , s u p e r v i s e s  p e r s o n n e l ,  and  m a k e s  s p e c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s

s u c h  a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  s c h e d u l i n g .

A. A d m i n i s i r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  may 
p e r  fo  mi

1 .  Make t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n

P .  S u p e r v i s e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l

3 .  P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  s t a f f  f o r  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i  on p r o g r a m s

i i . H e l p  t o  f o r m u l a t e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t .  i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p o l i  e y

'3. S u p e r v i s e  o n e  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  
w i t h i n  t h e  t o t a l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m

6 .  C o o r d i n a t e  a  g r o u p  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e
g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m
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VIII. Research

The s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  b y  m e a n s  o f  v a r i o u s  t e c h n i q u e s  

s e e k s  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  

w h i c h  c o n f r o n t  e d u c a t i o n  a s  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  m e e t  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

an d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g .

A. R e s e a r c h  T e c h n i q u e s

1.  Use  i n f o r m a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s
discussions o r  interviews with teachers, administra­
tors, and/or parentG

2 .  R ev iew  a n d  s u m m a r i z e  p e r t i n e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e

3 .  D e s i g n  a n d  u s e  s u r v e y s

I*. D e s i g n  a n d  c a r r y  o u t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t u d i e s
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QUESTIONNAIRE USED TN THE STUDY 

S U R V E Y

THE ROLE OF T11F. SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST IN MICHIGAN

INSTRUCTIONS

Please take time to read cadi Item carefully and respond as 
completely as possible.

Ignore all numbers in the loft hand column. Those numbers will 
be used for data processing.

Please check the appropriate boxes or fill in the blnnks provided.

Please return by February 28, 1973 

to

Nicholas Fridsma 
301 F Erickson Hall 
College of Education 

Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Michigan 

A 882 3

Please fill in your name and address below and check here 
if you desire the results of this study mailed to you.

NAME
Last First Middle Initial

ADDRESS _________________________________ _______ ______________________
Street

City State Zip

150
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GENERAL INFORMATION: DIRECTORS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

1 • Age

2. Sex ____ 1. Male ____ 2. Female (Check)

3. Type of district in which you are employed (Check one)
__1. Local
2. Intermediate 

 3. Other aettlng (Specify) _ _ _______________

A. Total public school student population In the district in which you are 
employed ______________

5. How many years of experience as a Director of Special Education do you 
have? ______________

6. Highest degree earned (Check one):  1. BS or BA; ____ 2. MS or MA;
 ___3. Ed. S . ; ____ A . E d . D . ;  5 . P h . D .

7. What type of approval do you have as a Director of Spocinl Education 
from the State Department of Education? (Check one)

 1. Temporary
 2. Permanent
 3. "Grandfather11
 A. Not approved

8. Teacher Certification
A. Type (Check one) B. Level (Check one)

 1. Provisional_______________________ ____ 1. Elementary
 2. Permanent ____ 2. Secondary
 3. Life ____ 3. Both Elementary

. ... - and Secondary A. Not certified as
a teacher ____ A. None of the above

C. If you have approval in any arca(B) of special education, please 
state the area(s).___________________________________________________

1). How many years of teaching experience do you h a v e ? ______________

9. In your professional educational career have you ever been employed as a 
School Diagnostician or School Psychologist?

1. Yes
16 2. No
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I GENERAL INFORMATION: SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS

1. Age ______________
2. Sex ____ 1. Male ____ 2. Female (Check)
3. Type of district In which you are employed (Check one)

1. Local 
 2. Intermediate
 3. Other setting (Specify) ____________________

A. Total public school student population In the district in which you are 
employed _________________

5. How many years of experience as a School Psychologist do you have? _____
6. Highest degree earned (Check one):  1. BS or BA; ____ 2. MS or MA;

 3. Ed.S;  A. Ed.D;  5. Ph.D
7. What typo of approval do you have as a School Diagnostician? (Check one)

 1. Temporary
 2. Permanent

8. Teacher Certification
A. Type (Chock one) B. Level (Check one)

 1. Provisional  1. Elementary
 2 . Permanent  2, Secondary
 3. Life  3. Both Elementary and
 A. Not certified as a teacher Secondary

A. None of the above
C. If you have approval In any area(a) of special education, please 

state the area(s). __  ________
’5 I), How many yeara of teaching experience do you have?

9. According to the Psychologist Registration Act, at what level are you 
cert If led?

___ 1. Consulting Psychologist
 2. Psychologist

3. Psychological Examiner
'7  A. None of the above

10. To whom are you most immediately responsible? (Check one only)
  1. Director of Pupil Personnel
 2. Director of Special Education
 3. Superintendent
 A. Director or Coordinator of Psychological Services

 5. Other (Specify)_______________________________________
11. Where did you receive your graduate training in School Psychology?

  1. University (Specify) ________________________________
?0  2. University Department (Specify)_______________________________

?•«* ?
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II ACTIVITIES OF THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 

Instruct Iona
The next 55 items beginning on the following page are specific 

activities which may be performed by School Psychologists. Please check 
the appropriate box for each activity to specify bow important you perceive 
It to be ideally for the School Psychologist to perform that activity. 
Please check one of the boxes for each activity according to the following 
relative importance scale;

Must Perform:
The School Psychologist MUST perform this activity. It is 

a major and essential function of the highest priority.

Should Perform;
The School Psychologist SHOULD perform this activity. It is 

a meaningful, significant, and desirable function of medium 
priority.

May Perform;
The School Psychologist MAY perform this activity if he wiahca.

It is a minor function of low priority but it is permisBnble and 
acceptable.

Should Not Perform:
The School Psychologist SHOULD NOT perform this activity. It 

is not a desirable or meaningful function for the School Psychologist 
to perform.

Must Not Perform
The School Psychologist MUST NOT perform this activity. It is 

not an essential or legitimate function for the School Psychologist 
t o  pe r f o r m .

IHg.3
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Remember: The basic question you are answering is: What ideally 
Should Be the appropriate activities of the School Psychologist? 
('heck one of the boxes on the scale for each activity to specify 
how important you perceive it should be for a School Psychologist 
in his ideal role to perform that activity. CL,

m m

1 . help to develop recreational activities for the handicapped 
In the community outside of the school environment

1 . Observe the child in the classroom or real life situation 
as one of the means of diagnosis and evaluation

1. Present and interpret the numerical scores of tests to 
educational personnel

'». Write political representatives concerning needed educational 
1egislnt ion
Recommend needed changes in the teacher staffing of 
education programs

6 . Help to develop community mental health programs
7. Perform research by designing and carrying out experimental 

studies
8 . diagnose and evaluate the affective and emotional disorders 

of children
h. improve the educational opportunities of ethnic minority 

groups within the school program
10. Coordinate a group achievement testing program for the 

general educational program
11. Determine the eligibility of children for one of the types 

of available special educntion programs
I, Improve the level of public awareness of the nccdB of the 

hand icapped
II. Diagnose and evaluate the social and family problems of 

children
1*4. Include parentB in school psycho-educational planning to 

discuss the psychological and educational needs of their 
child

I1). Diagnose and evaluate the learning disabilities of children
1(>. Disseminate information regarding how sociological and 

economic conditions can affect children's learning
17. Present and interpret the specific diagnoses of children's 

problems to educational personnel
18. T.ngage in educational and/or vocational counseling with

students
l‘>. (live a written psychological report to the parents concern­

ing the psychological and educational needs of their child
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»0 20. Engage directly with children in recreational therapy
21. Supervise special education personnel
22. Conduct individual or group sesalons with children in a 

therapeutic effort to bring about emotional, attltudlnal, 
and/or behavioral change

23. Help to develop sheltered workshop programs in the community
24. Make prcaentations to civic organizations, community corvicc 

clubs, and churcli groups
25. Perform research by designing and using surveys
26. Participate in recruitment of staff for special education 

programs
27. Make home visitations to consult with parents regarding the 

psychological and educational needs of their child
28. Cooperate with several school districts to solve a larger 

community-wide or county-wide educational problem
29. Serve on community boardH which arc concerned with the needs 

of the handicapped
30. Prescribe the use of techniques to remediate problems of 

visual-motor coordination in children
31. Make transportation arrangements for exceptional children
32. Study the social case history of the child as one of the 

means of diagnosis and evaluation
33. Perform researcli by using informal information gathering 

techniques such as discussions or interviews with teachers, 
administrators, and/or parents

34. Design alternative programs for exceptional children such 
as resource rooms and/or diagnostic learning centers

33. Recommend needed changes in the physical structure and 
equipment of the school plant or playground

36. Remediate learning problems by directly tutoring children
37. Hecommend needed changes in the curriculum of education 

programs
38. Diagnose and evaluate the intellectual and cognitive 

difficulties of children
69 39, Administer and score individual projective or non-standardized

tests as one of the means of diagnosis and evaluation
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40. Organize and supervise one of the specific educational 
programs within the total special education program

41. Hake suggestions to educational personnel for behavior 
management and/or Behavior Modification of children with 
adjustment problems

42. Consult with administrators regarding ways to improve 
educational programs

4 3. Cooperate with and utilize the services of the various
psychological and educational agencies available in 
the community

44. Design, submit, and evaluate proposals for educational 
programs funded by federal and state agencies

45. Administer and score individual standardized tests as 
one of the means of diagnosis and evaluation

46. Diagnose and evaluate the perceptual-motor problems of 
children

47. Make presentations to P.T.A. groups concerning the 
general psychological and educational needs of children

48. Attend school board meetings to present new ideas to 
board members

49. Provide inservico meetings for teachers
50. Discuss the child's problem with the teacher as one of 

the means of diagnosis and evaluation
51. Work as a member of a committee that 1b exploring a 

particular educational problem in the school district
52. Perform research by reviewing and summarizing pertinent 

professional literature
53. Help to formulate special education administrative policy
54. Prescribe specific curriculum materials to remediate 

the educational and learning problems of children
55. Help to develop employment opportunities for the handi­

capped in the community
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III RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF ACTIVITIES

Please rank the following activities according to their Importance to the 
School Psychologist in hia Present Role (as it is now) in column 1 and according 
to their importance in his Ideal Role (as it should be) in column 2. Please 
rank your perceptions of their relative importance to School Psychologists in 
EACH of the eight activities by giving a (1) to the activity which is MOST 
important to perform, a (2 ) to the activity next moBt important to perforin, then 
a (3), a (A), etc., etc., until finally giving an (8 ) to the least important 
activity to perform. Please do this two times, once for the relative importance
In his Present Role in column 1 and again for the relative importance in his
Ideal Role in column 2.

Present Role Ideal Role
10 1. Psychotherapy and/or counseling with children ______________  ____________

2. Teacher consultation and psycho-educational
planning for individual children ______________ ____________

3. Diagnostic testing and evaluation _________  _________________
A. Research ______________ ____________
5. Community relationships_______________________________ ______________ ____________
6 . School curriculum and program consultation ______________ ____________
7. Parent consultation__________________________________________________ ____________
8 . Administration of Special Education Programs ______________ ____________

IV RELATIVE TIME ALLOTMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Please specify the percentage of professional time which you perceive as 
necessary for the School Psychologist to spend in each of the following 
activities in his ideal role.

1. Psychotherapy and/or counseling with children ________
2. Teacher consultation and psycho-educational planning for

individual children ________
3. Diagnostic testing and evaluation ________
A. Research  X
5. Community relationships  2
6 . School curriculum and program consultation  X
7. Parent consultation  ^

<9 8 . Administration of Special Education Programs  ,________*
100%

r+m 7
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V ADEQUACY OF PREPARATION FDR ACTIVITIES

To what extent are School Psychologists prepared to perform the following 
activities in the ideal role of the School Psychologist as you perceive it? Please 
rank your perceptions of the relative adequacy of preparation in each of the 
following eight activities by giving a (1) to the activity in which the School 
Psychologist is most adequately prepared, a (2) to the activity in which he is 
next most adequately prepared, then a (3), a (4), etc., etc., until finally 
giving an (8 ) to the activity in which he is least adequately prepared.

60 ____ 1. Psychotherapy and/or counseling with children
 2. Teacher consultation and psycho-educatlonal planning for individual

children
 3. Diagnostic testing and evaluation
 U, Research
 5. Community relationships
 6 . School curriculum and program consultation
 7. Parent consultation
 8 . Administration of Special Educntlon Programs

VI CHILDREN RECE1V1NR PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 
FROM THE SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST

According to your perceptions please indicate to what extent each of the 
rhildron listed below should receive professional psychological services from 
the School Psycho 1ogist in his ideal role. The following code should be used:
1 - Must receive service; 2 - Should receive service; 3 - May receive service;
U - Should Not receive service; 5 - Must Not receive service. Place the 
appropriate code number on the line next to each of the children listed.

1 . Normal child
_____ 2 . Gifted

3. Visually handicapped
4. Deaf and hard of hearing

____5. Mentally retarded
6 . Orthopedicully handicapped

____ 7, Multiply handicapped
8 . Emotionally disturbed

____ 9. Learning disabled

?/B0
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VII SETTINGS FOR SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES

1. In hla Ideal role a School Psychologist should professionally service a 
student population of no more than _________  (Check one)

1 . 2 0 0 0

2 . 2500
3. 3000
4. 4000
S. 5000

2. Programs which should be served by the School Psychologist
Please Indicate to what extent each of the programs listed below should be
served by the School Psychologist In his Ideal role as you perceive It.
The following code should be used: 1 - Must Serve; 2 - Should Serve;
3 - May Serve; U - Should Not Serve; 5 - Must not Serve. Place the
appropriate code number on the line next to each of the programs listed.

 1. Regular school programs
 2. Special Education programs housed in the regular school
 3. Pro-school programs
 4. Summer school programs
 5. Special education schools or facilities serving day students

 6 . Residential school programs
 7. Institutional programs

3. To whom should School Psychologists be most immediately responsible? (Cherk 
one only)

 1. Director of Pupil Personnel
 ___ 2. Director of Special Education
 3. Superintendent
 A . Director or Coordinator of Psychological Services

5. Other (Specify) ________________ _____________________

V I H  PROFESSIONAL STATUS OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS

1. A School Psychologist should have a minimum of_________  years of teaching
experience. (Check one)

 1 . No
 2 . 1 - 2  years
 3. 3 - 4 years

19
J*. 5 or more years

P»9* 9
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VIII (cont.)

2. A School Psychologist should have a teaching certificate. (Check one)

 1. Strongly agree
 2. Agree
 3. Disagree

30  4. Strongly disagree

3. A School Psychologist should be legally certified or licensed at what level? 
(Check one)

 1. Consulting Psychologist
 2. Psychologist
 3. Psychological Examiner

_4. School Psychologist
_5. Other (Specify) ____
6 . None of the above

4. A School Psychologist should be hold accountable according to specified 
behavioral objectives. (Check one)

 1. Strongly agree
2. Agree 

 3. Disagree
4. Strongly disagree

5. A School Psychologist should ideally have at least a_________  degree.
(Chock one)

1 . B.A. or B. S.
2 . H.A. or M. S.
3. Ed. S
4. Ed. D
5. Ph. D

6 . School Psychologists should utilize the assistance of trained poraprofessiona] 
aides when appropriate in the administration of psychological tests. (Check 
one)

 1. Strongly agree
 2. Agree
 3. Disagree

4. Strongly disagree Pafi 10
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VIII (cont . )

7. Professional Affiliations for School Psychologists (Directors of Special 
Education may omit this question.)
Please check the following organizations according to their degree of 
importance to the School Psychologist. Please use the following code:
1 - Huat Belong; 2 - Should Belong; 3 - May Belong; A - Should Not Belong; 
5 - Must Not Belong

1. Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)
2 . National Education Association (NEA)
3. Michigan Education Association (MEA)
A . Local Education Association
5. Michigan Association of School Psychologists (MASP)
6 . Michigan Psychological Association
7. National Association of School Psychologists (NASP)
8 . Division 16 (School Psychology 

Psychological Association (APA)
Division) of American

8 . A School Psychologist should be free to engage in "private practice."
(Check one)

 1 . Strongly agree
 2. Agree
 3. Disagree
 A. Strongly disagree

9. In order for a School Psychologist to improve professionally and keep
"up-to-date" he should do the following: Please check each one according to 
the following code: 1 - Must D o ; 2 - Should D o ; 3 - May Do, A - Should 
Not D o ; 3 - Must Not Do

 1. Visit school programs in other school districts
  2. Enroll In university courses
 3. Attend national, state, regional, and local conferences

37 ____A. Read professional Journals

IX IMPROVEMENT OK COMPETENCIES

In what professional areas do you perceive that School Psychologists need to 
improve skills and competencies in view of changes which are taking place in their 
rol e?

3/80 —
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COVER LETTER EX PLA INING THE QUESTIONNAIRE

M l(  H K . A N  S T  ATI-  U M V I R M 1 Y  u m   ............

I < >1 I I 1 , 1  < >1 I I n  1 4  I 111 I I I ' I I  N  I  M i l  n i l  i n  I I M  I I H  I M  II I N  - I M l  k U  I N 1 1 4 1  I

F e b r u a r y  9 ,  19 73

D e a r  C o l l e a g u e :

A t t a c h e d  i n  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  b y  a l l  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g l a t e  
a n d  D i r e c t o r s  o f  S p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M i c h i g a n ,

T h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  i s  u n d e r g o i n g  r a p i d  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  S p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  
M a n d a t o r y  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d s  f o r  s e r v i c e ,  
a n d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  s c h o o l  p s y c h o ­
l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  D i l l  53 6 0  w h i c h  
b e c a me  M i c h i g a n  P u b l i c  haw 353  o n  . J a n u a r y  9 ,  1 9 7 3 .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i n  
s t u d y  I s  t o  I d e n t i f y  u h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  s h o u l d  
p e r f o r m  and  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  t h e  I d e a l r o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  M i c h i g a n  a s  p e r c e i v e d  
by  b o t h  S c h o o l  P s y c h o ] o g l u t s  a n d  D i r e c t o r s  o f  S p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .

T h i s  s u r v e y  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  g u i d a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  D r .  J o h n  
B r a c e l e t ,  a n d  I s  b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  a n d  e n d o r s e d  by t h e  M i c h i g a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  Sc h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s .

Y o u r  p e r c e p t i o n s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  I n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  new a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  r o l e  
o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a i n e d  w i l l  be  u s e !  t o  
f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  a n d  d e f i n e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  
M i c h i g a n ,  d e v e l o p  a p p r o p r i a t e  I n s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o ­
g i s t s ,  a n d  h e l p  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a s s e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s .

The  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  I s  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y  a n d  w i l l  t a k e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  
m i n u t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e .  A l l  a n s w e r s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  s o  p l e a s e  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  f r a n k  o p i n i o n s  a n d  t r u e  f e e l i n g s .  P l e a s e  f i l l  
t i l l s  o u t  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e 1, a n d  r e t u r n  i t  i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  e n v e l o p e  by 
F e b r u a r y  7 8 .  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  w i l l  b e  ma d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u  
a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .

Y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  we t h a n k  y o u  
i n  a d v a n c e .

C o r d i a l l y ,

N i c h o l a s  B. F r i d s m a  
G r a d u a t e  A s s i s t a n t  
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

D r .  C h a r l e s  H e n l e y ,  P r o f e s s o r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y

K n c 1o a u r e s
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FOLLOW-UP LETTER FOR NON-RESPONDENTS

M I C H I G A N  S I  A 1  I- L S I  V I - K  M I  Y h m  i • mi  n u . i s  t i t -

< 01 p I <.p op l ine  ̂i kin ■ ni r*fi t mi m  <>p h i mi ni api i  amp <n < i m i th < a i u «n ■ i h k k h a  pi m i 
Mar c h  I ,  19 73

D e a r  C o l l e a g u e :

I I  1 pi a  p l e a s u r e  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  d a t e  o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  " T h e  H o l e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l  o r I b I  i n  M i c h i g a n "  
h a s  b e e n  e n c o u r a g i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  o b t a i n  a  1007.  
r e t u r n  I n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  t h e  c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  
I s  n e c e s s a r y ,

U o n ' t  you  t a k e  a f ew m i n u t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e t u r n  t h e  q u e s ­
t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  y o u  r e c e i v e d  t w o  w e e k s  a g o .  The  i n f o r m a t i o n  
you  p r o v i d e  In c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  s t u d y ,  a n d  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  
be  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d ,

I hon k  you  v e r y  much .

S 1n c e r c 1y ,

N i c h o l a s  II.  I ' r  i d s ma  
( ' • r a du a t c  A s s i s t a n t

NRK:kmk
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CHI SQUARE TEST OF HOMOGENEITY FOR F I F T Y - F I V E  

S P E C I F I C  A C T I V I T I E S

N ( S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s )  = 317 
N ( D i r e c t o r s  o f  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n )  = 97

N um bers  g i v e n  a r e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s

S h o u l d  M ust
M ust  S h o u l d  May H o t  Hot

P e r f o r m  P e r f o r m  P e r f o r m  P e r f o r m  P e r f o r m

H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i ty  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  0 3 - 7 9  6 U . 6 7 2 3 . 0 3  8 . 5 2
D i r e c t o r s  0 J t . 1 2  5 8 . 7 6  2 6 . 0 0  1 0 . 3 1

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  2 . 6 U: S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 5 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 3

C h i - S q u a r e :  l . l M  d . f . :  3
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

O b s e r v e  t h e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  o r  r e a l  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  
t h e  m eans  o f  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  h 5 - *43 )j0 . 5 8  5 . 9 9  0 0
D i r e c t o r s  5 7 - 7 3  3 0 . 1  Ji It. 12  0 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s : Mean -  h .39* S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 0
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  ^ . 5 ^ 1  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 5 8

C h i - S q u a r e :  l*,5^9 d . f . :  2
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t
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Should Must
Must Should May Hot Hot

Perform Perform Perform Perform Perform

3.  P r e s e n t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  s c o r e s  o f  t e s t s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p e r s o n n e l

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  5 0 . 6 8  25-2)* 1 3 . 2 5  2 * 5 2  . 3 2
D i r e c t o r s  7 1 . 1 3  1 9 . 5 9  8 . 2 5  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  1**39; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 0 3
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  l*.6 l ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9

C h i - S q u a r e :  5.1*69 d . f . :  I*
Not S i g n i f i c a n t

h . W r i t e  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o n c e r n i n g  n e e d e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  9 - 7 0  1*0.69 1*6.69 2 . 2 1  . 6 3
D i r e c t o r s  1 . 0 3  16.1*9 7 !* . 2 3  5 . 1 5  3 . 0 9

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 5 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 2  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 0 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  36.321* d . f . :  1*
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

Hecommcnd n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r  s t a f f i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  U . 7 3  3 6 . 2 0  1*3-05 1 1 . 9 9  3 . 1 5
D i r e c t o r s  2 . 0 6  2 5 . 7 7  1*2.27 2 2 . 6 0  7 . 2 2

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 2 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 0 5
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 9 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 3

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 2 . 6 0 0  d . f . :  1*
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  co m m u n i ty  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  5 . 2 9  3 3 . 1 2  5 6 . 1 5  *4.10 . 6 3
D i r e c t o r s  3 . 0 9  3 6 . 0 0  5 5 - 6 7  3 . 0 9  2 . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3.1*0; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 3 5 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 . l l * l  d . f . :  1*
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t
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7 .  P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  b y  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  c a r r y i n g  o u t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  
s t u d i  e s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  5 - 3 6  2 7 - 7 6  6 2 - 7 8  k . 1 0  0
D i r e c t o r s  3 . 0 9  2 9 - 9 0  6 1 . 8 6  I t . 12  1 . 0 3

P s y c h o ] o g i s t s : Mean -  3 - 3 ^ 1  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 5
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 - 3 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 5

C h i - S q u a r e :  l t . 1 9 0  d . f . :  It
Not s i g n i f i c a n t

8 . D i a g n o s e  and  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a f f e c t i v e  and  e m o t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s  o f  
c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  >i9. 8 h 3 5 - 9 6  l l . O l t  2 . 2 1  . 9 5
D i r e c t o r s  5 6 . 7 0  2 6 . 8 0  ] l t J t 3  2 . 0 6  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  1*.32: S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 3
D i r e c t o r s  : Mean -  I t . 3 8 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . B l

C h i - S q u a r e :  I4 . I 6 8  d . f . :  It
Hot s i g n i f i c a n t

9 .  Im p r o v e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  
w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  l . l t . 20  3 6 . 2 8  ) tl .61t 6 . 9 ^  .9 5
D i r e c t o r s  6 . 1 9  2 3 . 7 1  5 6 . 7 0  1 2 . 3 7  1 - 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 5 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 5
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 2 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 8

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 3 . 7 9 0  d . f . :  >t
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .0 5

10 .  C o o r d i n a t e  a g r o u p  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t i n g  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  2 . 2 1  1 1 . 9 9  5>*.26 2 7 . hh It. 10
D i r e c t o r s  3 . 0 9  9 . 2 8  1i8 J i 5 3 6 . 0 8  3 . 0 9

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  2 . 8 l ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 8
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 7 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 0

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 . 2 7 0  d . f . :  It
Hot s i g n i f i c a n t
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1 1 .  D e t e r m i n e  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  t y p e s  o f  
a v a i l a b l e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  B 3 . 9 1  1 3 . 2 5  2 . 2 1  . 3 2  . 3 2
D i r e c t o r s  7 2 . 1 6  1 9 * 5 9  6 . 1 9  1 . 0 3  1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  k . 8 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 5 1
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  k . 6 l ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 k

C h i - S q u a r e  : 8 . 6 0 k d . f . :  k
Hot s i g n i f i c a n t

12 .  I m p ro v e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
h a n d i c a p p e d

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 9 . 2 k k k . k f l  3k .  7 0  1 . 2 6  . 3 2
D i r e c t o r s  l k . k 3  1*5.36 3 8 . 1 k  2 . 0 6  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 8 1 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 6
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 7 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 3

C h i - S q u a r e :  l . S k k  d . f .  : k
H ot  s i g n i f i c a n t

1 3 .  D i a g n o s e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  o f  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  2 0 . 1 9  3 8 .  k9 3 1 . 8 6  7 . 2 6  2 . 2 1
D i r e c t o r s  l k . k 3  2 7 . 8 k  3 7 . 3 1  2 0 . 6 2  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 6 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 5  
D i r e c t o r s  : Mean -  3 . 3 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 7

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 9 . 1 7 8  d . f . :  k
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

I k .  I n c l u d e  p a r e n t s  i n  s c h o o l  p s y c h o - e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  6 2 . 7 8  3 0 . 2 8  6 , 9 k 0 0
D i r e c t o r s  6 9 . 0 7  2 2 . 6 8  7 . 2 2  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  k . 5 6  ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 2
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  k . 6 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 7

C h i - S q u a r e :  5 . 2 k l  d . f . :  3
Not S i g n i f i c a n t
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15 .  D i a g n o s e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  7 f* .1 3  2 1 - 7 7  3 . 7 9  -3 2  0
D i r e c t o r s  5 9 - 7 9  2 8 . 8 7  1 0 . 3 1  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s : Mean -  14.70; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  .5 5  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  U. U T ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  10,1*91 d . f . :  3
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

16.  D i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  how s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  
c o n d i t i o n s  c a n  a f f e c t  c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  15.1*6 3l*-38 M4 .I48 1*.73 *95
D i r e c t o r s  1 0 . 3 1  2 8 , 8 7  5 5 - 6 7  1*.12 1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 * 5 9 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 I4
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3.1*3; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 8

C h i - S q u a r e :  1* . 1 0 5  d . f . :  1*
Not s i g n i f i c a n t

17- P r e s e n t  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i a g n o s e s  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o b l e m s  
t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  8 5 . 1*9 1 2 . 6 2  1 . 5 8  . 3 2  0
D i r e c t o r s  80.1*1 15-1*6 2 . 0 6  2 . 0 6  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  M e a n  -  I*.8 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  .1*1*
D i r e c t o r s :  M ea n  -  I*.?!*;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 0

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 . 9 0 9  d . f . :  3
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

1 8 . E n g a g e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d / o r  v o c a t i o n a l  c o u n s e l i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s

P s y c h o l o g y  43 t n  7 . 8 9  3 0 . 6 0  1*8.90 9 - 1 5  3.1*7
D i r e c t o r s  h . 1 2  1 7 . 5 3  5 3 . 6 l 2 2 . 6 8  2 . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  M e a n  -  3 . 3 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 7
D i r e c t o r s :  M e a n  -  2 . 9 9 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 1

C h i - S q u a r 6 :  1 7 - 9 5 1  d . f . :  1*
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .0 5
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1 9 .  ( l ive a  w r i t t e n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d

r s y c h o l o g i s t s  6 , 3 1  l h . 8 3  5 2 . 6 8  1 7 . 3 5  8 . 8 3
D i r e c t o r s  1 8 . 5 6  1 9 - 5 9  3 6 . 0 8  1 5 .  >*6 1 0 . 3 1

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  2 . 9 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 6  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 2 1 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  1 . 2 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 7 . 7 2 1  d . f . :  It
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

2 0 .  E n g a g e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  . 3 2  5 - 0 5  6 0 . 8 8  2 9 . 6 5  *4.10
D i r e c t o r s  0 2 . 0 6  5 3 . 6 l 38.1^4 6 , 1 9

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Moan -  2 . 6 8 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 5
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 5 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 5

C h i - S q u a r e  : 1»,889 d . f . :  >t
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

2 1 .  S u p e r v i s e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 . 5 8  1 0 . 7 3  >4 2 . 2 7  3>+ - 7 0  1 0 . 7 3
D i r e c t o r s  0 3 . 0 9  3 1 . 9 6  l t l .2>t  2 3 . 7 1

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  2 . 5 8 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 8
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 ,  l i t ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 2

C h i " S q u a r e :  1 8 . 3 2 6  d . f . :  It
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

C o n d u c t  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  g r o u p  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  t h e r a p e u t i c  
e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  e m o t i o n a l ,  a t t i t u d i n a l ,  a n d / o r  b e h a v i o r  
c h a n g e

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  6 . 6 2  32,>t9 >4 8 . 2 6  1 0 . 0 9  2 . 5 2
D i r e c t o r s  3 . 0 9  2 3 . 7 1  1*6.39 1 9 . 5 9  7 . 2 2

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 3 1 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  .Bit
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 , 9 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  13.1*82 d . f . :  It
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5
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23- H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  s h e l t e r e d  w o r k s h o p  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  co m m u n i ty

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 . 8 9  1 0 . 0 9 6 9 . h0  l h . 2 0 h . h 2
D i r e c t o r s  0 9 - 2 8 7 0 . 1 0  1 7 - 5 3 3 . 0 9

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  2 . 9 1 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  - .7 0
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 8 6 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  - . 6 1

C h i - S q u a r e :  2 . 7 5 8 d . f . :  h
N ot  s i g n i f i c a n t

2 h . Make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  c i v i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  
c l u b s ,  and  c h u r c h  g r o u p s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  5 .0 5  3>* - 0T 5 7 - 7 3  3 . 1 5  0
D i r e c t o r s  6 . 1 9  39* 18  5 h . 6 h  0 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . h i ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 h
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 5 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  , 6 l

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 . 9 l h  d . f . :  3
H o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

2 5 .  P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  by  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  u s i n g  s u r v e y s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  h . 1 0  1 8 . 3 0  7 0 . 3 5  6 . 9 h . 3 2
D i r e c t o r s  h . 1 2  2 h . 7 h  6 8 . Oh 2 . 0 6  1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 - 1 9 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 3
D i r e c t o r s  : Mean -  3 . 2 9 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 3

C h i - S q u a r e :  5 * h 5 1  d . f . :  h
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

2 6 , P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  s t a f f  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  h . 1 0  1 0 . 8 7  5 5 . 2 1  I 6 J 1O h . h 2
D i r e c t o r s  0 9 - 2 8  5 h . 6 h  2 6 . 8 0  0 . 2 8

r s y c h o l o g i s t s : Mean -  3 . 0 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 h
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 6 h ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 8

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 6 . 2 0 1  d . f .  : h
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5
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27-  Make home v i s i t a t i o n s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  p a r e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p s y ­
c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  2 3 . 3 ^  l a .  6*4 31*55  3 . W  0
Pi r e c t o r s  2 5 . 7 7  . 3 3  3 - 7 1  6 . 1 9  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  : Mean -  3 . 8 5 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 2  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 - 9 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 6

C h i - S q u a r e  : 3 . 1 7 9  d . f .  : 3
Not s i g n i f i c a n t

8 .  C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  s o l v e  a  l a r g e r  commun­
i t y  w id e  o r  c o u n t y - w i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 3 . 8 8  3 6 . 2 8  146.69  2 . 5 2  . 6 3
D i r e c t o r s  9 - 2 8  2 8 . 8 7  5 0 . 5 2  9 . 2 8  2 , 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 6 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 8
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 3 *4 ; S t a n d n r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 5

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 2 .*465 d . f . :  •)
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

2 9 .  S e r v e  on c o m m u n i t y  b o a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  n e e d o  o f  
t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  6 . 3 1  >4 2 . 2 7  >4 9 . 8)1 1 . 5 8  0
D i r e c t o r s  0 3 5 . 0 5  6 3 . 9 2  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 5 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6)4
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 3*4 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 5 0

C h i - S q u a r e :  9 - 9 9 6  d . f . :  3
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

3 0 .  P r e s c r i b e  t h e  u s e  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  r e m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m s  o f  v i s u a l -  
m o t o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  i n  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  3 1 . 2 3  I4 7 .OO 1 9 . 8 7  1 . 8 9  0
D i r e c t o r s  2 1 . 6 5  ><6.39 2 6 . 8 0  5 . 1 5  0

F s y c h o l  o g i  s t s : Mean -  >4 . 0 8 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 6
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 8 5 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  , 8 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  6 . 9 9 2  d . f . :  3
Hot s i g n i f i c a n t
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31.  Make t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  . 3 2  2 . 2 1  1 6 . 7 2  >49 - SU 3 0 . 9 1
D i r e c t o r s  0 0 1 8 . 5 6  M . 3 3  3 7 - 1 1

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  1 . 9 1  \ S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 7
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  1 . 8 l ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 3

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 . 9 ^ 1  d . f . :  I*
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

32 .  S t u d y  t h e  s o c i a l  c a s e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m e an s  o f  
d i a g n o s i s  and  e v a l u a t i o n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  57•  1 3 !<. 38 7 . 8 9  . 3 2  0
D i r e c t o r s  )j8 J * 5  3 ^ . 0 2  1 ^ J 4  3 1 . 0 3  2 . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s : Mean -  ^ . ^ 9 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 5
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  14. 2 6 ; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 9

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 1 . 7 8 3  d . f . :  U
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

33.  P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  b y  u s i n g  i n f o r m a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  
s u c h  a s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t e a c h e r o ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
a n d / o r  p a r e n t s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  9 . ^ 6  1 7 . 3 5  6 U .3 5  6 . 3 1  2 . 5 2
D i r e c t o r s  0 . 2 5  2 0 . 6 2  5 5 . 6 7  1 3 . J*0 2 . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 2 5 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 1
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 * 2 0 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 5

C h i - S q u a r e  : 6 . 2 1 0  d . f . :  U
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

3Ji .  D e s i g n  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  s u c h  a s  
r e s o u r c e  rooms a n d / o r  d i a g n o s t i c  l e a r n i n g  c e n t e r s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  2 2 . 7 1  3 8 . 8 0  3 5 - 3 3  3 . 1 5  0
D i r e c t o r s  7 . 2 2  3 0 . 9 3  >4 B. >4 5 8 . 2 5  5*15

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 8 1 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 2
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 2 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 1

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 ^ . 6 9 ^ d . f . :  1*
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5
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35* Recommend n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  p l a n t  o r  p l a y g r o u n d

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  I t . 73  SO. 50  53.9>t 1 5 * 7 7  5*05
D i r e c t o r s  2 . 0 6 1 1 .  3 1* 5 7 * 7 3  2 0 . 6 2  8 . 2 5

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3*0)4; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 7  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 7 8 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 3

C h i - S q u a r e :  7 * 2 2 5  d . f .  : It
Hot s i g n i f i c a n t

3 6 . R e m e d i a t e  l e a r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  b y  d i r e c t l y  t u t o r i n g  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  . 6 7  I t J t S  2 1 . l i t  1*7*95 25*87
D i r e c t o r s  1 . 0 3  2 . 0 6  l i t .  It 3 5 2 * 5 8  2 9 * 9 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  2 . 0 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8)4
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  1 * 9 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 9

C h i - S q u a r e :  3*7 0 9  d . f . :  h
N ot  s i g n i f i c a n t

37.  Recommend n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  15*1*6 It 1 . 3 2  3 8 . I49 l». 7 3 0
D i r e c t o r s  5*15 3 6 . 0 8  h 6 . 3 9  1 0 . 3 1  2 . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 6 8 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 9
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 3 2 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  .8 1

C h i - S q u a r e :  1 8 . 0 6 6  d . f . :  It
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

30.  D i a g n o s e  and  e v a l u a t e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  d i f f i e u l t i e :  
o f  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  Q)t ,06  1 3 * 5 6  1 . 5 8  0 0
D i r e c t o r s  7 0 . 3 5  2 0 . 6 2  1 . 0  3 0 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  I t . 8 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  J t l
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  I t . 7 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . It 1*

C h i - S q u a r e :  2 . 9 5 9  d . f . :  2
Not s i g n i f i c a n t
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P e r f o r m  P o r f o m  P e r f o r m  P e r f o r m  P e r f o r m

39- A d m i n i s t e r  and  s c o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o j e c t i v e  o r  n o n - s t a n d a r d i z e d  
t e s t s  a s  one o f  t h e  m eans  o f  d i a g n o s i s  and  e v a l u a t i o n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  5 5 . 7 9  3 P . 5 o P l . l t  . 9 5  . 6 3
Pi r e c t o r s  3 7 . 1 1  3 0 . 9 3  P 5 - 7 7  5 .  I P  P . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Moan -  5 .  ,90; G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 5
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 - 0 7 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 9

C h i - C q u a r c :  7 - 8 0 3  d . f . :  5
N o t  s i g n i f i c a n t

tO .  O r g a n i z e  and  s u p e r v i s e  o n e  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  
w i t h i n  t h e  t o t a l  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  P . P I  8 . 8 3  5 3 . 6 3  0 7 - 7 6  7 . 5 7
D i r e c t o r s  1 . 0  3 P . 0 6  3 8 . l t  t 0 . P l  1 0 . 5 6

P s y c h o ] o g i s t s : Mean -  P . 7 0 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  .8 2
D i r e c t o r s  : Mean -  P . P 7 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  , 8 2

C h i - G q u a r e : P I .3 7 9  d . f . :  t
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

t ] . Make s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  b e h a v i o r  m a n a g e m e n t
a n d / o r  b e h a v i o r  M o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a d j u s t m e n t  p r o b l e m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  3 8 . 8 0  '1 7 . 6 3  1 3 . P 5  .3*0 0
D i r e c t o r s  P i . 71 t p . t p  .03.71 t . 1 P 1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  t , P 5 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  , 0 9
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  -j,8 o ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 5

C h i - G q u a r e  : P P .1 6 1  d . f . :  t
Gi g n i  l’i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

t p .  C o n s u l t  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  r e g a r d i n g  ways, t o  i m p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  P O . i ’i 5 6 . 3 7  P 3 . 0 3  . 9 5  . 3 0
D i r e c t o r s  1 7 - 5 3  5 8 . V; 0 9 . 9 0  3 . 0 9  1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  5 . 0 3 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  .7 7
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 7 8 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 ]

(’h i - S q u a r e :  8 . 5 3 0  d . l M :  5
Hot  s i g n i f i c a n t
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U3* C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  a n d  u t i l i z e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p s y c h o ­
l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i ty

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  6 0 . 8 8  3 3 . 7 5  5 . 0 5  . 3 0  0
D i r e c t o r s  Mi.  33 1*5.36 9 . 8 6  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Kean  -  1*.55; G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 1
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  1*.33; G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9

C h i - G q u a r e :  9 * 3 0 0  d . f . :  3
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

111*. D e s i g n ,  s u b m i t ,  a n d  e v a l u a t e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  
f u n d e d  b y  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  5*68  15.1*6 6 1 . 5 1  1 0 . 9 3  1*. 1*
D i r e c t o r s  1 . 0 3  9 . 8 8  5 9 . 7 9  8 5 . 7 7  ]» . l

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 0 5 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 3
D i r e c t o r s  : Mean -  8 . 7 7 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 1

C h i - G q u a r e :  1 3 . 8 5 0  d . f . :  It
G i g n i f i e a n t  a t  . 0 5

1*5. A d m i n i s t e r  a n d  s c o r e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
m e a n s  o f  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  7 6 . 0  3 I 6 J 1O 6 . 6 8  0 . 0 5
D i r e c t o r s  6 3 . 9 8  1 7 . 5 3  0 . 8 8  8 . 8 5  1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  I t . 6 7 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  It . 35 ; G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  1 . 0 8

C h i - G q u a r e :  G8 J 1I 5 d . f . :  It
G i g n i f i e a n t  a t  . 0 5

>t6. D i a g n o s e  and  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p e r c e p t u a l - m o t o r  p r o b l e m s  o f  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  6 i J t l  8 8 . 0 8  8 , 8 0  .3 8  0
D i r e c t o r s  1*5.36 Itl ,8lt 3 8 . 3 7  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  I t . 5 5 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 6
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  . 3 1 ;  G t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 3

C h i - G q u a r e :  l O . l t l O  d . f , :  3
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

ro 
rj
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1*7- Make p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  P . T . A .  g r o u p s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 2 . 9 3  1*2.90 1*3.85 . 3 2
D i r e c t o r s  7 . 2 2  5 0 . 5 2  1*2.27 0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 6 8 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 9  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 6 5 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 1

C h i - S q u a r e :  3.1*06 d . f .  : 3
N ot  s i g n i f i c a n t

1*8. A t t e n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  t o  p r e s e n t  new i d e a s  t o  b o a r d

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1*.1*2 2 7 - 7 6  6 2 . 7 8  1*.10
D i r e c t o r s  1 . 0 3  1 9 . 5 9  6 9 . 0 7  5*15

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 3 1 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 6 6
D i r e c t o r s  : Mean -  3 . 0 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 0

C h i - S q u a r e :  11.721* d . f . :  1*
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

1*9. P r o v i d e  i n s e r v i c e  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t e a c h e r s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  15.1*6 1*6.37 3 6 . 9 1  . 9 5
D i r e c t o r s  13.1*0 1*1.2l* 1*1*. 33 1 . 0 3

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 7 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 3
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 6 ? ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  2 . 0 1 3  d . f . :  I*
Not s i g n i f i c a n t

50 .  D i s c u s s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
o f  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  8 6 . 7 5  1 2 . 9 3  . 3 2  0
D i r e c t o r s  6 5 . 9 8  3 1 . 9 6  2 . 0 6  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  1*.86;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 3 5  
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  1*,61*; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 5 2

C h i - S q u a r e :  22.1*97 d . f .  : 2
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

M u s t
N o t

P e r f o r m

0
0

m em bers

. 9 5
5 . 1 5

. 3 2
0

meanB

0
0
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51 .  Work a s  a  member  o f  a  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  I s  e x p l o r i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 3 . 2 5  3 5 - 0 2  5 0 . 7 9  . 9 5  0
D i r e c t o r s  1 2 . 3 7  3 5 - 0 5  5 1 - 5 5  1 . 0 3  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Mean -  3 . 6 l ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  -72
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 - 5 9 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  -72

C h i - S q u a r e :  . 0 5 8  d . f . :  3
Not  s i g n i f i c a n t

52 .  P e r f o r m  r e s e a r c h  b y  r e v i e w i n g  e n d  s u m m a r i z i n g  p e r t i n e n t  p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e

P s y c h o l o g i  s t s  9.1*6 2 6 . 8 1  6 0 . 8 8  2 . 5 2  . 3 2
D i r e c t o r s  7 - 2 2  2 0 . 6 2  6 7 -0 1  3 . 0 9  2 . 0 6

P s y c h o l o g i  s t s : Mean -  3.1*3; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 1
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 2 8 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 3

C h i - G q u a r e :  5 . 2 0 8  d . f . :  U
N ot  s i g n i f i c a n t

53 .  H e l p  t o  f o r m u l a t e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  1 1 . oh 3 ** - 38 1*1.61* 9***6 3.**7
D i r e c t o r s  1 . 0 3  1 9 - 5 9  6 0 . 8 2  11.3** 7 - 2 2

P s y c h o ]  o g i  s t s : Mean -  3-1*0; S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 9 3
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  2 . 9 6 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 0

C h i - S q u a r e :  22.1*05 d . f . :  1*
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5

5**. P r e s c r i b e  s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  m a t e r i a l s  t o  r e m e d i a t e  t h e  e d u c a ­
t i o n a l  and l e a r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  o f  c h i l d r e n

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  3 2 . 8 1  ****.79 21.1*5 -95  0
D i r e c t o r s  2 h . 7 h  1*2.27 27-81* 5 . 1 5  0

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  : Mean -  **.09;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 6
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  3 . 8 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 8 5

C h i - S q u a r e :  9 - 7 9 6  d . f . :  3
S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  . 0 5
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55-  H e l p  t o  d e v e l o p  e m p lo y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  
t h e  c o m m u n i ty

P s y c h o l o g i  r.tr. l . BR 13. BR 6 0 . P S  1 9 - 5 6  ^ . 7 3
D i r e c t o r s  7 . 0 6  7 . 2 2  6 2 . 8 9  2 1 . 6 5  6 .  IQ

P s y c h o l o g i f i t s  : Mean -  2 . 8 B ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 6
D i r e c t o r s :  Mean -  7 . 7 7 ;  S t a n d a r d  D e v i a t i o n  -  . 7 6

C h i - S q u a r e :  3 - 3 3 6  d . f . :  li
No t  s i g n i f i c a n t


