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ABSTRACT

THE LEISURE-TIME READING BEHAVIORS OF PERSONS 
SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OR OLDER LIVING WITHIN HOMES 

FOR THE AGED IN KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

By

Ronald Edward Wolf 

Purpose o f the Study

The purpose o f th is  descrip tive  study was to obtain , analyze, 

and compare data regarding the le isu re-tim e reading behaviors o f per

sons 1iv ing w ith in  eleven homes fo r  the aged in Kent County, Michigan. 

The study focused on two major problems: (1) the id e n tif ic a tio n  of

the le isu re-tim e reading behaviors o f the e ld e rly , and (2) a deter

mination as to the re la tionsh ip  between the id e n tifie d  reading 

behaviors and age, education, sex, former occupation, m arita l status, 

an<| former location o f residence o f the respondents.

Design o f the Study

The population fo r  th is  study consisted o f persons liv in g  

w ith in  eleven homes fo r the aged in  Kent County, Michigan. A simple 

random sample o f 249 respondents l iv in g  w ith in  the homes provided the 

basis fo r th is  study. Of the 249 respondents contacted, a l l persons 

responded.
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Each respondent was requested to complete a questionnaire 

which consisted o f 18 questions. The instrument, designed by the 

Researcher and his guidance committee, was e n tit le d  Reading Survey.

The data were analyzed .by the use o f ; t i te s ts ,  chi-square tests,, product- 

moment co rre la tions , and analysis o f variance. In add ition , 66 o f the 

respondents partic ipated in  group interviews which served as a fo llow - 

up to  the questionnaire.

Major Findings

The s ta t is t ic a l tests supported the fo llow ing find ings:

1. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between the time spent in 

le isu re-tim e reading and va rie ty  in  reading.

2. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between va rie ty  in reading 

and sex, education, former occupation, and m arita l status.

3. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between the time spent in 

le isu re-tim e reading and education and former occupations o f the 

respondents.

4. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between the use o f lib ra ry

services and education, sex, former occupation, and m arital status.

5. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between periods of in ten

sive readirtg and sex, education, and past lo ca tio n .o f residence.

6. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between the recognized 

therapeutic value o f reading and education and former occupation.

7. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between purposes fo r read

ing and age, sex, education, former occupation and m arital status.
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8. There is  a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between reasons fo r re 

s tr ic te d  reading and age, education, sex, former occupation, and 

m arita l status.

The group interviews w ith the respondents supported the 

fo llow ing conclusions:

1. The reading needs o f older persons could be more adequately 

met in retirement homes by: (a) the public lib ra ry  going to  older 

persons with reading programs; (b) an increased supply o f la rg e -p rin t 

books tha t are broader in the scope o f content and o f a manageable 

s ize , and (c) keeping a fresh supply o f books in the homes.

2. Reading is  a life - lo n g  process and i t  is  extremely d i f f ic u l t  

to  in te res t non-readers in existing reading programs. Further, the 

respondents indicated tha t the most s ig n ific a n t fac to r in developing 

reading habits was seeing th e ir  parents read.

3. The respondents stated tha t reading, hobbies, and in te rests  

in the performing arts  do contribute to  adjustment in the la te r years 

o f l i f e .

4. Persons who engaged in reading a c t iv it ie s  were also so c ia lly  

involved with one another w ith in  the homes and w ith a c t iv it ie s  outside 

the homes.

5. Homes w ith the most viable reading programs were those which 

had lib ra ria n s  or book services managed by the e lde rly  residents 

themselves.
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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM

Background

The lite ra tu re  spec ific  to the reading behaviors o f the 

adu lt reader presents two related problems. F irs t ,  previous research 

fa i ls  to pursue the p o s s ib ility  tha t the older reader may not share 

many t r a its  cha rac te ris tic  o f the younger adult reader. Second, 

le isu re-tim e reading is  an important fac to r in the lives  o f the older 

person. The degree o f importance is  obscured by a lack of research 

pertinent to  o lder persons as a separately defined population.

Asheim and Gray and Rogers in reviewing the lite ra tu re  con

cerning the adult reader, establish variables tha t provide a p ro file  

o f adult reading behavior. The w rite rs  consider education as a p r i

mary determinant in the reading behavior o f the adult reader.

Asheim w rites :

We know tha t education is  the most important influence on 
reading behavior no matter what the sex, age or economic status 
of the reader; we know tha t younger adults read more than older 
ones; we know tha t the upper middle income group read more than 
the lower income groups. No matter how the question has been 
approached, the same general find ings have resu lted, and we can 
state w ith some ce rta in ty  tha t our general p ic tu re  o f the reader 
is  a re lia b le  one.l

\e s te r  E. Asheim, "Research in  Mass Communication and 
Adult Reading," L ibrary Trends, VI (October, 1957), p. 133.

1
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S im ila rly , Gray and Rogers emphasize the importance o f edu

cation on the reading behavior o f the adult reader. Gray and Rogers 

state:

To a marked extent, other characte ris tics  of ind iv idua ls which 
appear to influence th e ir  reading behavior and responses are 
c le a rly  related to th e ir  educational status. I t  seems v a lid , 
therefore, to attach most importance to education as an index both 
o f status in the social structure  and o f reading behavior.2

The educational generalizations o f Asheim and Gray and Rogers 

raise some important issues concerning the reading behavior o f persons 

s ix ty - f iv e  years or o lder. An in te rp re ta tion  o f data c le a rly  id e n ti

f ie s  the older adult as having 1imited education. Baltes and Schaie 

indicate tha t in 1970 only 29.3 percent o f the aged were educated
3

through high school or beyond. Ecklund contends tha t almost 70 per

cent o f the older population have no more than an eighth-grade educa

t io n .^  I f  the importance o f education as a determinant o f reading 

behavior is  co rrect, i t  can be lo g ic a lly  concluded th a t persons who 

are presently s ix ty - f iv e  years or older would not consider reading as 

an important le isu re-tim e a c t iv ity .

Some evidence, however, seems to indicate tha t the generali- 

zations concerning the importance o f education does need c la r if ic a t io n  

when applied to the reader who is  s ix ty - f iv e  years or o lder. For

^William S. Gray and Bernice Rogers, M aturity In Reading 
(Chicago: The University o f Chicago Press, 1956), p. 45.

^Paul B. Baltes and K. Warner Schaie, Life-Span Develop
mental Psychology (New York: Academic Press, 1973), p. 313.

^Lowell Ecklund, "Aging and the Field of Education," in 
Aging and Society, Vol. I I : Aging and the Professions, ed. by M. W.
Riley (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1969), p. 328.
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example, Riley reports tha t more than 80 percent o f people over 65 

years have on the average more than 5 le isu re  hours on weekdays and
5

6.5 hours on weekends and holidays. Further, a survey o f 5,000 non

in s titu tio n a liz e d  adults re fle c ts  tha t the age group o f those over 60 

years o f age read more books and magazines than does a group from 40- 

60 years.6 Reading, an essen tia lly  sedentary a c t iv i ty ,  increases as 

a le isure-tim e a c t iv ity  as persons grow older. S im ila rly , Clark

concludes tha t reading is  an important entertainment and diversion
8a c t iv ity  fo r older persons.

The McElroy and Link and Hopf studies provide additional 

support fo r the contention tha t the reading behavior o f older persons 

needs fu rth e r c la r if ic a t io n .  Both studies ra ise  some important ques

tions tha t were never answered by research follow-up probes.

MeElroy found tha t persons s ix ty - f iv e  years or older tend to 

read w ith more va rie ty  than younger people. McElroy ra tiona lizes the 

increase as being due to the small number o f persons studied and a 

few percentage points o f d iffe rence from other groups in the study may
g

not be s ig n ific a n t. McElroy's study poses an important research

5Matilda White R iley, Aging and Society, Vol. I ,  An Inventory 
o f Research Findings (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1968), p. 512.

6Ib id . ,  p. 516.

7Ib id . ,  p. 517.
Q
Margaret Clark, Culture and Aging: An Anthropological

Study o f Older Americans (S p ring fie ld : Charles H. Thomas Publishing,
1967), p. 211,

E liza b e th  W. McElroy, "Subject Variety in Adult Reading:
I .  Factors Related to Variety in  Reading," L ibrary Q uarterly, XXXVIII 
(A p r il,  1968), pp. 161-162.



question. Would more s ig n ific a n t differences be found i f  a larger 

and more c le a rly  defined population o f older persons were studied?

I t  is  an in te res ting  fa c t tha t Asheim and Gray and Rogers 

c ite  the Link and Hopf study as a p a rtia l basis fo r  establishing 

cha racte ris tics  o f adult reading b e h a v io r.^  A careful reading of the 

Link and Hopf study, however, reveals tha t there was a s lig h t increase 

in book reading fo r  active readers at age s ix ty  and o v e r.^  Link and 

Hopf did not conduct a follow-up study to  probe some o f the influencing 

factors sp e c ific  to  tha t increase. Again, the important question is 

unanswered, Would additional research provide s ig n ific a n t insights 

in to  the reading behavior o f persons s ix ty - f iv e  years or older? Do 

persons over s ix ty - f iv e  years form a d is t in c t subgroup to  which the 

p ro f ile  o f the adu lt reader in general does not apply?

In addition to the unanswered questions posed by previous 

studies, more research spec ific  to persons s ix ty - f iv e  or older is 

needed. Kanner w rites tha t 1ife  patterns often change fo r persons at 

about age s ix ty - f iv e .  The changes involve new s o c ia l, phys io log ica l, 

and psychological problems, I t  is  assumed tha t reading a c t iv it ie s  can 

contribute in helping older persons adjust to  changes in th e ir  re t ire 

ment years. Kanner re ite ra tes  th a t there has been l i t t l e  systematic

Asheim, "Communication and Adult Reading," p. 133. See 
a lso, W illiam S. Gray and Bernice Rogers, M aturity in Reading, 
(Chicago: The U niversity o f Chicago PressT 1956), pp. 21-44. Both 
siources re fe r to  the Link and Hopf study as in d ica tive  o f the impor
tance o f education on reading behaviors.

1 1Henry C. Link and Harry A. Hopf, People and Books (New 
York: Book Manufacturers' In s t itu te ,  1946), p. 62 (see c h a rt) .
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investigation of the reading in te rests o f older persons. There is  

strong evidence o f the importance of reading in f u l f i l l i n g  a need fo r 

the older person seeking entertainment, knowledge, the sa tis fa c tion
17o f in te lle c tu a l c u r io s ity , cu ltu ra l development, and companionship.

A documentary report o f the National Survey o f Library 

Services to  the Aging fa ile d  to  include an evaluation o f reading in 

terests and the extent o f l ib ra ry  use by the older reader. Although 

an attempt was made to id e n tify  research on needs and reading in te rests 

o f the aging, i t  was found tha t there were no current, comprehensive 

or systematic studies o f the needs o f users and nonusers o f the 1ib rary

service among older ind iv idua ls . The report suggests fu rth e r research
13on the aging person's estimate o f his own 1ib rary needs and desires.

The American Library Association, in planning fo r the 1971 

White House Conference on Aging, requested Wayne State U n ive rs ity 's  

Department o f L ibrary Science to conduct a survey o f services to the 

aged in several c it ie s  w ith active  programs. The study recommended 

tha t more data are needed concerning the effectiveness o f lib ra ry  

services to the aging. Also, there is  a need fo r more research in the 

areas o f reading in te rests  and information needs o f the aged. A 

lim ita t io n  o f the study bears mentioning. Only users o f the lib ra ry

12E l l io t  E. Kanner, "The Impact o f Gerontological Concepts 
on Princip les o f L ib ra riansh ip ," (unpublished Ph.D. d isse rta tion , 
U n iversity o f Wisconsin, 1972), p. 57.

13U.S. Department o f Health, Education and Welfare, O ffice 
o f Education, Bureau o f L ib ra ries  and Educational Technology, National 
Survey o f L ibrary Services to  the Aging, Washington, D.C., (1971')’, 
pp. 1-5. Also, see Phawe I I ,  1972, pp. 28-29. Also, a c ita t io n  by 
Dorothy.Romani, "Reading In terests and Needs o f Older People,"
Library Trends, XXI (January, 1973), p. 399.
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were interviewed. An inference can be made, therefore , tha t more 

research is  required concerning the reading needs o f nonusers o f 

l ib ra ry  services. User and nonuser reading needs may be d i f fe r e n t .^

In conclusion, the w rite rs  previously c ited indicate that 

more research is  needed concerning the reading behaviors o f persons 

s ix ty - f iv e  years or o lder. Unanswered questions and paucity of re 

search pertinent to  the older reader, prevent firm  conclusions 

concerning the reading p ro f ile  of tha t group at the present time.

Statement o f Purpose

The purpose o f th is  study is  to obtain, analyze, and compare 

data regarding the le isure-tim e reading behaviors o f persons liv in g  

w ith in  Homes fo r the Aged in Kent County, Michigan. More s p e c if ic a lly , 

the purpose is  to :

1. id e n tify  the le isure-tim e reading behaviors w ith in  the 

specified lim its  o f the research questions, and

2. determine the re la tionsh ip  between the le isu re-tim e reading 

behaviors and age, education, sex, former occupation, and m arital 

status of the respondents.

Assumptions

1. The reading behaviors o f older persons can be more c lea rly  

id e n tifie d  when such a group is  selected and studied separately.

^Genevieve M. Casey, "Public L ibrary Service to the Aging," 
American L ib ra ries , I I  (October, 1971), pp. 999-1104.
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2. The id e n tifie d  reading behaviors o f the aged require special 

l ib ra ry  services tha t motivate a continued in te res t in reading.

3. Reading is  an important social o u tle t tha t permits the older 

reader to f u l f i l l  such needs as seeking entertainment, knowledge, 

s p ir itu a l sa tis fa c tio n , cu ltu ra l development, and companionship.

4. Reading spec ia lis ts  and lib ra ria n s  can incorporate modern 

gerontological concepts in to  programs tha t present reading as a 

v iable and meaningful a c t iv ity  fo r older persons.

D e fin itio n  o f Terms

The reader may be tte r understand th is  study i f  certa in 

terms are in i t ia l l y  c la r if ie d .

Leisure-time Reading Behaviors

Leisure-time reading behaviors are defined as acts spec ific  

to reading books, magazines and newspapers during recreational periods 

o f the day.

Homes fo r the Aged

Homes fo r the Aged are defined as those establishments or 

in s titu t io n s  other than hosp ita ls, hotels or nursing homes which pro

vide room and board to non-transient unemployed ind iv iduals 65 years 

or o lder.



Variety in Reading

Variety in reading is  defined as a frequency count o f d i f 

fe rent categories of books, d iffe re n t kinds o f magazine a r t ic le s , and 

the d iffe re n t parts o f the newspaper read during le isure-tim e.

Time Spent in Leisure-time Reading

Time spent in le isure-tim e reading is  defined as the number 

o f hours, or fractions thereof, which are used reading books, maga

zines, or newspapers during recreational periods.

Use o f L ibrary Services

The use o f lib ra ry  services is  defined as the knowledge o f 

l ib ra ry  services provided in  Homes fo r the Aged and the use to which 

th is  knowledge is  put in obtaining lib ra ry  services.

Intensive Reading

Intensive reading is  defined as periods o f time id e n tifie d  

by each respondent during which most reading takes place.

Therapeutic Value o f Reading

The therapeutic value o f reading as id e n tifie d  by a respond

ent w i l l  be construed as tha t which re lieves psychological tensions, 

helps to  solve problems, or helps respondents fee l be tte r about 

themselves.
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Purposes fo r Reading

Purposes fo r  reading are defined as the expressed reasons 

fo r  reading a spec ific  book or magazine a r t ic le  by respondents during 

the past year.

Restricted Reading

Restricted reading is  defined as the sub jective ly  expressed 

explanations by each respondent fo r  not spending more time reading 

during le isure-tim e.

Lim itations o f the Study

This study is  a survey o f the le isure-tim e reading behaviors 

o f persons s ix ty - f iv e  or older l iv in g  w ith in  Homes fo r the Aged in 

Kent County, Michigan. The respondents surveyed w il l  be selected at 

random from the to ta l population in  those homes.

The le isure-tim e reading behaviors o f those selected w i l l  be 

measured by a Reading Survey questionnaire. No attempt w i l l  be made 

to  generalize beyond the population o f th is  study. The investiga tor 

concedes tha t the responses disclosed w i l l  be reported as perceived 

responses and not o f fa c t.

Research Questions

I f  the reading behaviors o f persons liv in g  in Homes fo r the 

Aged are to  be recognized and understood, the fo llow ing research 

questions should be considered:
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1. Is the va rie ty  in reading related to the amount o f time 

spent in le isu re-tim e reading?

2. Is the va rie ty  in reading related to age, education, sex,

former occupation, and m arita l status o f the respondents?

3. Is the time spent in le isu re-tim e reading related to age, 

education, sex, former occupation, and m arital status o f the respond

ents?

4. Is the use o f lib ra ry  services related to age, education, sex, 

former occupation, and m arita l status o f the respondents?

5. Are periods o f intensive reading related to sex, education,

and past location o f residence o f the respondents?

6. Is the recognized therapeutic value of reading related to age, 

education, sex, former occupation, and marital status o f respondents?

7. Are purposes fo r reading related to age, education, sex, 

former occupation, and m arita l status o f respondents?

8. Are reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading related to age, education, 

sex, former occupation, and m arita l status o f respondents?

The answers to the research questions posed in the present 

study w i l l  enable adm inistrators o f Homes fo r the Aged, 1ib rarians, 

and reading spec ia lis ts  to:

1. Better recognize the spe c ific  le isure-tim e reading behaviors 

o f persons 1iv ing  in Homes fo r  the Aged.

2. Better understand the ro le  o f reading in the live s  o f persons 

liv in g  w ith in  Homes fo r  the Aged.

3. Assist those concerned w ith  meeting the le isure-tim e reading 

needs and in te rests  o f persons iri Homes fo r the Aged to be more e ffec

t iv e  in  planning reading programs based on assessed information.
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Organization o f Subsequent Chapters

The content o f Chapter I has included a background fo r the 

study, purpose o f the study, d e fin it io n  o f terms, research hypotheses, 

methodology and organization o f subsequent chapters.

In Chapter I I  a review o f the lite ra tu re  related to the 

study is  presented. I t  includes a discussion o f the reading behaviors 

o f adults spec ific  to reading books, magazines, newspapers, and pur

poses fo r reading.

Chapter I I I  comprises a description o f the methodology used 

in the study. The sample w i l l  be a simple random selection o f persons 

liv in g  w ith in  eleven Homes fo r the Aged in Kent County, Michigan.

Chapter IV organizes, analyzes, and presents the data and 

find ings o f the study.

Chapter V presents the conclusions and recommendations of 

the study as based on the find ings.



CHAPTER I I  

RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

The research needs id e n tifie d  in the preceding chapter es

ta b lish  the older reader as a d is t in c t group fo r  fu rthe r study. A 

problem arises, however, in a review o f the lite ra tu re . Research

studies dealing exclusively w ith persons s ix ty - f iv e  years or older are
15v ir tu a lly  nonexistent. Therefore, the present review o f the l i t e r a 

ture w i l l  concentrate on the adult reader rather than the aged reader 

only. Specific references w i l l  be included pertain ing to the reading 

behaviors o f the aged when research data e x is t. The li te ra tu re  fo r 

the present study w i l l  deal w ith adult book and periodica l reading 

behavior. Three major questions w i l l  be considered:

1. Who are the adult readers?

2. What do adults read?

3. Why do adults read?

Who Are the Adult Readers?

Research id e n tify in g  the adult reader is  descrip tive  in 

nature. The researchers describe respondents by making re la tionsh ips

I  r
Kanner, "Gerontological Concepts on L ib ra riansh ip ," p. 111. 

Kanner's study is  the most recent review o f the li te ra tu re  spec ific  
to studies on reading behaviors o f the aged.

12



13

between reading behavior and demographic characte ris tics  such as 

education, age, and socio-economic status.

Educational Characteristics

Studies estab lish a co rre la tion  between formal education and 

reading behavior. The re la tionsh ip  applies to the reading o f books 

and period ica ls . Link and Hopf reported in a study o f 4,000 persons 

tha t formal education was the most s ig n ific a n t influence on adult 

book re a d in g .^  S im ila r ly , Berelson's study o f 1,151 adults and 

McElroy's research on the reading preferences o f 712 adults substan

tia te d  the importance o f education on reading behav io r.^

Adult reading o f periodica ls also re lates to educational 

attainment. Schramm and White in a study o f 746 adults found tha t

readers w ith  less education used the newspaper fo r  entertainment,
18sensational news, and p ic to r ia l content. In contrast, the more 

h igh ly educated reader read the newspapers fo r  information on public
i q

a f fa irs .  Bogart's study o f 1,991 adults fu rthe r indicated tha t

^^Henry C. Link and Harry A. Hopf, People and Books (New 
York: Book Manufacturer's In s t itu te ,  1946), pp. 158-160.

^Bernard Berelson, The L ib ra ry 's  Public (New York: Columbia 
U n ive rs ity , 1950), pp. ix -x ,  49-50; Elizabeth McElroy, "Subject Variety 
in Adult Reading: Phase I , Factors Related to Variety in Reading,"
L ibrary Q uarte rly , XXXVIII (A p r i l, 1968), p. 154.

^W ilb u r Schramm and David M. White, "Age, Education, and 
the Economic Status as Factors in Newspaper Reading," in Mass Communi- 
ca tion , ed. by Wilbur Schramm (Urbana: U niversity o f I l l in o is  Press,
1949), pp. 402-405.

^Ibid.
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bette r educated readers were more apt to obtain news from more than
20one medium and they re lie d  more on newspapers.

Factors o f education also interested Lazarfeld and Kendall
21in a reported survey o f 3,529 adults. The researchers found tha t as

the level o f formal education declined, so did the readership o f maga- 
22zines. Nearly a l l college graduates reported they were regular

readers o f magazines and less than h a lf o f the respondents w ith a
23grade school education could make a s im ila r response.

Age Characteristics

Age factors present a complex and contradictory p ic tu re

pertinent to adult reading behavior. Asheim writes tha t younger adults
24read more than older adults. That generalization, however, does not

agree w ith some other studies. Opinion Research Corporation conducted 

a survey of 5,000 adults and found th a t, although younger readers did 

read more books, there was an upturn in the reading o f books fo r  those

20Leo Bogart, "Changing News Interests and the News Media," 
Public Opinion Q uarterly, XXXII (1968-1969), pp. 560-562.

21Paul F. Lazarfeld and P a tric ia  Kendall, Radio Listening 
in America (New York: P ren tice -H a ll, 1948), pp. 1-10. The reader is
also referred to Appendix B fo r sample descrip tion. See also Paul F. 
Lazarfe ld, Radio and the Printed Page (New York: D ue ll, Sloan, and
Pearce, 1940), p. 136.

22Ib id .

23Ib id .
24Asheim, "Mass Communication and Adult Reading," p. 133.
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25over age s ix ty . Also, Lyman reported th a t, while younger people

read more books than persons fo r ty - f iv e  years or o lder, active readers
2fiin the older age groups read more than the younger respondents.

Two other studies create more questions about the re la tio n 

ship o f age and reading behavior. Link and Hopf stated there was a
27decrease in book reading w ith an increase in age. Yet, an examina

tion  o f the data in tha t study shows an increase in book reading at
28age s ix ty  and over. McElroy concluded tha t the proportion o f readers

29in each age group generally declined w ith an increase in age. The 

researcher stated, however, there was a s iig h t tendency fo r  persons
30s ix ty  years and older to read with more va rie ty  than younger readers.

Studies pertain ing to adult periodical reading re in force the 

conclusion tha t younger readers read more. Lyman found magazine 

readership greatest in the age group from sixteen to th ir ty - fo u r .
31Magazine readership decreased with a proportionate increase in age.

Wade and Schramm s im ila r ly  found a decrease in  magazine readership

O C

Wilbur Schramm, "Aging and Mass Communication," in Aging 
and Society, Vol. I I , Aging and the Professions, ed. by Matilda White 
Riley (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1969), pp. 360-361.

^Helen H. Lyman, L ibrary Materials in  Service to  the Adult 
New Reader (Chicago: American Library Association, 1973), p. 285.

^ L in k  and Hopf, People and Books, pp. 62-63.
po

Ib id . See the chart which presents the research data. 

^M cElroy, "Variety in Reading," pp. 161-167.

3QIb id .

Lyman, Adult New Reader, pp. 267-268.
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3?among persons s ix ty  years and o lder. Larson's descrip tion o f the

newspaper c ircu la tio n  struggle between Paddock Publications and Field

Enterprises c le a rly  favored the younger reader over the e lde rly  reader
33as a newspaper consumer.

The preceding studies include the older reader as part o f

the adult reader in general. Such research can tend to  obscure the

exact reading behavior of the e lde rly  reader which might be be tte r

studied as a separate group. Some such studies fo llow .

Beyer and Woods conducted a survey o f 5,202 e lde rly  persons
34and found reading to be an important le isu re  time a c t iv ity .  Approxi

mately 60 percent o f them reported reading something during the pre

vious day. The actual time spent on reading a c t iv it ie s  varied, but

about h a lf o f the respondents devoted an hour per day to  reading
35a c t iv it ie s .  Buswell in a study o f 700 e lde rly  veterans indicated

36that book reading was a major le isu re  time a c t iv ity  fo r  the veterans. 

Schramm studied the interviews o f 5,000 social security benefic ia ries

32Serena Wade and Wilbur Schramm, "The Mass Media As Sources 
o f Public A ffa irs , Science, and Health Knowledge," Public Opinion 
Q uarterly, XXXIII (1969), p. 199.

33Carl M. Larson, "The Struggle o f Paddock Publications 
Versus F ield Enterprises, In c .,"  Journalism Q uarterly, XXXXVIII 
(Winter, 1971), pp. 700-706.

^Glenn H. Beyer, Housing and Society (New York: MacMillan
Company, 1945), p. 417.

35Ib id . , p. 424. Beyer did not, however, de ta il the types 
o f reading completed, ( i . e . ,  books, magazines, and newspapers).

3®Christa H. Buswell, "Our Other Customers; Reading and the 
Aged," Wilson L ibrary B u lle tin , XXXXV (January, 1971), pp. 471-472.
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and stated, . . almost 45 percent o f a l l  le isu re  hours availab le

to these old people were spent on media a c t iv i t ie s —te le v is io n , read-
37ing, radio, and records."

Determining the importance o f magazines and newspaper read

ing was the purpose o f Schramm's study, which involved 925 members o f
38a senior c it iz e n s ' club. More than 80 percent o f the aged read a

newspaper every day or nearly every day. The respondents also read an
39average o f three magazines regu la rly .

Socio-economi c Characteri s ties

Another area o f research has involved socio-economic char

a c te ris tic s  and adult reading. The discussion w i l l  focus on books, 

newspapers, and magazine reading.

Pei 1 studied 1ib rary use by n ine ty-e igh t mothers who 1ived 

in a 1ow-income area o f Chicago.48 Results o f the study demonstrated 

a re la tionsh ip  between 1ib rary use and personal reading habits. The 

mothers who used the 1ib rary read more books than those who did not. 

Further, mothers th ir t y  years o f age were more l ik e ly  to use the 1ib rary 

than mothers who were older or younger than t h i r t y . 4  ̂ The reasons fo r  

tha t behavior were not determined.

37Wilbur Schramm, "Aging and Mass Communication," in Aging 
and Society, Vol. I I ,  Aging and the Professions, ed. by Matilda White 
Riley (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1969), pp. 360-361.

38Ib id . , pp. 363-364.

40Margaret P e il, "L ibrary Use o f Low-Income Chicago Fam ilies," 
Library Q uarterly, XXXIII (October, 1963), p. 329.

41 Ib id . ,  p. 333.
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Berelson also determined a re la tionsh ip  between lib ra ry  use

and socio-economic s ta tus .42 The researcher completed an analysis o f
43

studies spec ific  to  lib ra ry  use and users published since 1930.

The study concluded tha t the lib ra ry  tended to serve the middle class, 

defined e ithe r by occupation or by economic sta tus, more than e ithe r

the upper or lower social classes.44 Berelson contended tha t the
45

lib ra ry ,  as a source o f in form ation, did not serve most people.

Lyman and McElroy found a co rre la tion  between reading be

havior and occupations. Lyman indicated tha t persons in c le r ic a l and 

service occupations were book readers.4^ McElroy stated tha t readers 

w ith higher incomes read more than those w ith lower incomes. Part- 

time women workers read more than housewives. Also, persons over age

s ix ty - f iv e  who worked read w ith more va rie ty  than ind iv idua ls  o f the

48same age who re tire d .

Other studies also re la ted economic sta tus, race, and occupa

tiona l status to reading behaviors. Schramm and White reported an 

increase in the reading o f sports and society news by readers w ith a

42Berelson, L ib ra ry 's  P ub lic , pp. 49-50.

43Ib id . , pp. ix -x

44Ib id . , pp. 49-50.

43Ib id . , p. 18.

46Lyman, Adult New Reader, p. 285.

47McElroy, "Variety in  Reading," pp. 161-167.



19

higher economic status.^® Bogart s im ila r ly  found tha t persons w ith 

higher incomes showed the strongest o rien ta tion  to newspapers.

Lyman stated a higher percentage o f white readers read newspapers 

d a ily  and more Black readers read newspapers a few times a week.

Lyman fu rth e r indicated tha t re tire d  persons and those readers in blue 

c o lla r  occupations read magazines less than ind iv idua ls in other occu

pations.^2

Summary

The present review o f studies considered the re la tionsh ip  

o f adu lt reading behavior to education, age, and socio-economic status. 

Education closely correlated to adu lt reading behavior no matter what 

the age or socio-economic status o f the reader indicated. Persons in 

the higher income groups read more than persons in  the lower income 

leve ls . Although studies comparing age and quantity o f reading gen

e ra lly  found tha t younger readers read more, studies concentrating on 

the e lde rly  did fin d  tha t these persons devote large amounts o f le isu re  

time to reading. The exact nature or characte ris tics  o f tha t reading 

behavior is  not c le a rly  deta iled . Therefore, generalizations concern

ing the cha rac te ris tics  o f the e lde rly  reader, studies as a separate 

social group, are not possible from these studies.

49Schramm and White, "Factors in Newspaper Reading," pp.
404-405.

cn
Bogart, "In te rests  and News Media," p. 573.

^Lyman, Adult New Readers, pp. 243-244.

52Ib id . , pp. 267-268.
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What Do Adults Read?

L ite ra tu re  concerning the types o f books read by adults 

concentrates on the areas o f f ic t io n  and n o n -fic tio n . The research 

emphasis on periodical reading pertains to  newspaper and magazine 

topics. Although great d iv e rs ity  in adu lt reading e x is ts , there are 

reading trends tha t research id e n tif ie s  spe c ific  to adult reading 

behavior.

The Reading o f F ic tion  and Non-Fiction 

The reading o f f o f e . ' . ^ s  a high proportion o f

adu lt reading. Link k>8 percent o f th e ir

adult sample read f  -ercent who read non-

f ic t io n .  Lyman es reported by

respondents. F ic t! m n -fic tio n  represented
C4

110 t i t le s . '  Lyman enjoyed reading short

s to rie s , novels, biog'v ' ..-lections. Plays,
56

s c ie n t if ic  w ritin g  and essays weTT'Teast popular w ith the respondents. 

Pei 1 also reported tha t the low-income women preferred reading murder 

mysteries.

Berelson compared lib ra ry  c lie n te le  w ith the types o f books
57c ircu la ted . Women borrowed s lig h t ly  more l ig h t  f ic t io n  than men.

6?
Link and Hopf, People and Books, p. 71. 

^Lyman, Adult New Reader, p. 286.

55Ib id . , p. 287.

^ P e i l» "Low Income Fam ilies," p. 331.

^Bere lson, L ib ra ry 's  P ub lic , pp. 68-69.
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Javelin reported a survey o f e lde rly  readers completed by
65the Boston Public L ibrary during 1967. Results o f  the s ty #  

tha t senior c itize n s  read m ysteries, l ig h t  romantic novels, * 

recent f ic t io n ,  nature and animal s to rie s , and trave l r»

older readers indicated least in te re s t in books o f  humor, re l ig ion ,
ft ftpoetry, the c lass ics , current events, and p o lit ic s .  Busws 

o f e lde rly  m il ita ry  veterans in an in s titu tio n a liz e d  settlnc
cy

correlated w ith Jave lin 's  report in these find ings.

Blakely states tha t e lde rly  users of l ib ra ry  services -
Q

Milwaukee preferred mysteries, westerns and gothic novel s . ^  The oIm r  

readers also requested such books as Portnoy1s Complaint, Oh Calcutta, 

and 'Everything'That You Wanted"to Know About Sex But Were Afraid sc 

Ask. 'In addition,- o lder persons requested'non-f ic t ion  books concern ing  

biographies, tra v e l, and hand ic ra ft.69 Delvalle , in a study of tc»e 

aged in a nursing home environment, found s im ila r resu lts . D e l I t  r 

respondents were, however, leas t in terested in books pertaining to 

nature, re lig io n , sports, westerns, and science f i c t io n , 7u

CC
Muriel C. Jave lin , "Services to the Senior C itizen ," 

American L ib ra r ie s , I (February, 1970), p. 133.

66Ib id .

^B usw e ll, "Reading and Aged," pp. 472-473.

66Darlene B lakely, "Milwaukee L ibrary Goes to the E lde rly ,* 
Wisconsin L ibrary B u lle t in , LXVI (Ju ly , 1970), p. 210.

69Ib id .

^6June D e lva lle , Du Icy B. M il le r ,  and Mary Saldicco, Read
ing Patterns o f the Aged in a Nursing Home Environment," Association 
o f Hospital and In s t itu t io n  L ib ra ries  Q uarterly, VI (W inter, 1966),
pp. 8-11.
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What Do Adults Read?

L ite ra tu re  concerning the types o f books read by adults 

concentrates on the areas o f f ic t io n  and n o n -fic tio n . The research 

emphasis on periodica l reading pertains to  newspaper and magazine 

top ics. Although great d iv e rs ity  in adult reading e x is ts , there are 

reading trends tha t research id e n tif ie s  spe c ific  to  adu lt reading 

behavior.

The Reading o f F ic tion  and Non-Fiction

The reading o f f ic t io n  constitu tes a high proportion o f 

adu lt reading. Link and Hopf determined tha t 58 percent o f th e ir

adult sample read f ic t io n  as contrasted w ith  37 percent who read non-
53f ic t io n .  Lyman c la ss ifie d  a series o f book t i t le s  reported by

respondents. F ic tion  represented 167 t i t le s  and no n -fic tio n  represented
54110 t i t le s .  Lyman fu rth e r stated tha t adults enjoyed reading short 

s to r ie s , novels, biographies, and h is to r ic a l se lections. Plays,
55s c ie n t if ic  w ritin g  and essays were least popular w ith  the respondents.

Peil also reported tha t the low-income women preferred reading murder 
56rnysteries.

Berelson compared lib ra ry  c lie n te le  w ith the types o f books
57c ircu la ted . Women borrowed s lig h t ly  more l ig h t  f ic t io n  than men.

^ \ i n k  and Hopf, People and Books, p. 71.
54Lyman, Adult New Reader, p. 286.

55Ib id . , p. 287.

^ P e i l , "Low Income Fam ilies," p. 331.

^B ere lson , L ib ra ry ^  P ub lic , pp. 68-69.
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CO
Berelson's observation in 1950 was substantiated by Asheim,

McElroy,®® and Lyman.®® In the area o f n o n -fic tio n , Berelson stated

tha t men withdrew more books than women. S im ila r ly , younger readers
61borrowed more no n -fic tio n  than older readers.

McElroy's study indicated a large proportion o f fu ll- t im e  

workers read science top ics. Housewives, persons in the 1owest income 

groups, and lower educational leve ls read re lig io u s  top ics. In con

tra s t,  high income groups and a large proportion o f college graduates 

read in the social sciences. Respondents who read poetry and plays
6?tended to read consis ten tly  and started th e ir  reading early in 1i fe .

Austin analyzed data concerning n o n -fic tio n  "best se lle rs "
CO

from 1912 to  1950. A s ta t is t ic a l summary and categorization o f 

books revealed certa in  subject matter areas which had a constant 

appeal to  readers. Of the 345 books studied, 22 percent were biography

or autobiography. The next most popular categories o f non -fic tio n
64were social problems and se lf-h e lp  books.

®®Asheim, "Mass Communication and Adult Reading," p. 135.

^E liza b e th  W. McElroy, "Subject Varie ty in Adult Reading:
I I  C haracteris tics o f Readers o f Ten Categories o f Books," L ibrary 
Q uarte rly , XXXVII (Ju ly , 1968), p. 264.

®®Lyman, Adult New Reader, p. 287.
61Berelson, op. c i t . , p. 69.

®^McElroy, "Varie ty in Adult Reading," p. 268.

®®Garry R. Austin , "N on-fic tion  Best S e lle rs : Types and
Trends." Journal o f Social Psychology, XXXVIII (August, 1953), pp. 
141-143.

64Ib id .
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Javelin reported a survey o f e lde rly  readers completed by
65the Boston Public L ibrary during 1967. Results o f the study revealed 

th a t senior c itizens read mysteries, l ig h t  romantic novels, biographies, 

recent f ic t io n ,  nature and animal s to rie s , and trave l adventures. The 

older readers indicated least in te re s t in books o f humor, re lig io n , 

poetry, the c lass ics, current events, and p o lit ic s .  Buswel1 's study 

o f e ld e rly  m ilita ry  veterans in an in s titu tio n a liz e d  se ttin g  c lose ly 

corre la ted with Jave lin 's  report in these findings.®7

Blakely states tha t e lde rly  users o f lib ra ry  services in
68Milwaukee preferred mysteries, westerns and gothic novels. The older 

readers also requested such books as Portnoy's Complaint, Oh C a lcu tta , 

and Everything That You Wanted'to Know About Sex But Mere A fra id  to 

Ask. In add ition , older persons requested 'non-fiction books concerning 

biographies, t ra v e l, and handicraft.®9 D e lva lle , in a study o f the 

aged in  a nursing home environment, found s im ila r re su lts . D e lva lle 's  

respondents were, however, least in terested in books perta in ing to 

nature, re lig io n , sports, westerns, and science f i c t io n . ^

®®Muriel C. Jave lin , "Services to the Senior C itiz e n ,"  
American L ib ra rie s , I (February, 1970), p. 133.

®®Ibid.

®7Buswell, "Reading and Aged," pp. 472-473.

®®Darlene B lakely, "Milwaukee L ibrary Goes to the E ld e rly ,"  
Wisconsin L ibrary B u lle t in , LXVI (Ju ly , 1970), p. 210.

69Ib id .

70June D e lva lle , DuIcy B. M ille r ,  and Mary Saldicco, "Read
ing Patterns o f the Aged in a Nursing Home Environment," Association 
o f Hospital and In s t itu t io n  L ib ra ries  Q uarterly, VI (W inter, 1966),
pp. 8-11.
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The Reading o f  Periodicals

The studies which perta in to the reading o f magazines and

newspapers examine those period ica ls as sources fo r  inform ation. For

example, Wade and Schramm report four comparable national surveys con-
71cerning public a f fa irs  knowledge. The researchers reported tha t 50 

percent o f the respondents regu la rly  read newspapers and 25 percent
72used magazines fo r  information on campaigns, candidates, and issues.

Conducting interviews during 1957, researchers found tha t respondents
73preferred newspapers as the major source fo r science inform ation.

Sources fo r  health information were examined in 1958 using
74a sample o f 762 respondents. The study did not separate newspapers

from magazines as separate sources. The prin ted media, however, were
75the primary sources fo r  health information. Further, women were

76more l ik e ly  to  read about health information.

Summary

The studies present a va rie ty  o f books which in te re s t the 

adult reader. F ic tion  is  most read and women read more f ic t io n  than 

men. E lderly persons enjoy reading mysteries, westerns, and other

^Wade and Schramm, "Sources o f Public A ffa irs  Knowledge," 
pp. 197-198. The four surveys were conducted by the Survey Research 
Center, U n iversity o f Michigan during 1952 (N = 1 ,899); 1956 (N = 
1,762); 1960 (N = 1,954); and 1964 (N = 1,570).

72Ib id .

73Ib id . ,  pp. 201-202. Sample consisted o f 1,919 respondents. 

74Ib id . , p. 202.

75Ib id .
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lig h t  f ic t io n .  Younger readers tend to  read more n o n -fic tio n  than 

older readers. Biographies and autobiographies are o f greatest in te re s t 

to  n o n -fic tio n  readers. F u ll-tim e  workers read more science topics and 

college graduates pre fer the social sciences. Housewives and persons 

w ith lower incomes are most l ik e ly  to  select books on re lig io n .

E lderly readers do not prefer books on p o li t ic s ,  current events, and 

re lig io n .

Newspapers and magazines provide a major source fo r  public 

a f fa irs  inform ation. Science information is  obtained p rim a rily  from 

newspapers. The printed media is  the primary source fo r health in 

formation.

Why Do Adults Read?

The purposes associated w ith adu lt reading are extremely 

important. In a sense, purposes fo r  reading provide a measure o f the 

function and s ign ificance o f reading in the a d u lt's  d a ily  1ife .

Several fa c to rs , however, influence the adult reader's purposes fo r 

reading. The fo llow ing studies examine some o f those fa c to rs .

The Amount o f E ffo r t Influences Choice

Schramm stated tha t the amount o f e f fo r t  required to  read
77in f 1uenced reading behavior. As such, an adult would choose to read 

i f  the act o f reading was not a d i f f i c u l t  task. Schramm fu rth e r

^W ilb u r Schramm, "Why Adults Read," in Adult Reading: The
F if ty - F if th  Yearbook o f the National Society fo r  the Study o f Educa
tio n  Part I I , ed. Nelson B. Henry (Chicago: U n ivers ity  o f Chicago 
Press, 1956J, p. 67.
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outlined four factors which influenced the e f fo r t  to read: (1) the

level o f reading s k i l l  development; (2) the time ava ilab le  to  read;

(3) the physical proxim ity o f reading m ateria ls; and (4) the economic
78costs associated w ith obtaining reading m ateria ls. Sharing a s im i

la r  viewpoint, Berelson and Steinberg indicated tha t formal education

g rea tly  decreased the d i f f ic u l t y  o f reading and p o s itive ly  enhanced
79adult reading behavior.

Motivations Related to Purposes

In addition to e f fo r t , motivations o f the reader influenced
Of)

purposes fo r reading. Gray and Munroe wrote tha t motives which in 

fluenced adults recreational reading were sa tis fa c tio n  o f c u r io s it ie s ,

re laxa tion , emotional sa tis fa c tio n , a sense o f duty, and to  id le  away
81time. Lyman stated the reading motivations fo r  one-half o f the 

respondents studied were reading fo r  pleasure, re laxa tion , or in fo r -
QO

mation. Maples, Berelson and Bradshaw concluded th a t the reader's

motives fo r  reading or the sa tis fac tions  expected affected the q u a lity
OO

o f a tten tion  a pub lica tion received.

Bernard Berelson, "The L ib ra ry 's  P ub lic ," in A Forum on 
the Public L ibrary Inq u iry , ed. Lester Asheim (Westport: Greenwood
Press, 1970), p. 61. Also re fe r to Heinz Steinberg, "Books and Readers 
as A Subject o f Research in Europe and America," In ternationa] Social 
Science Journal, XXIV (1972), 751.

^Schramm, "Why Adults Read," pp. 67-68.

^W illia m  S. Gray and Ruth Munroe, The Reading In te rests  
and Habits o f Adu lts , (New York: MacMillan Company, 1929), p. 268.

^Lyman, Adult New Reader, p. 288.
QO

Douglas Waples, Bernard Berelson and Franklin R. Bradshaw, 
"The Effects o f Reading," in  Mass Communications, ed. by Wilbur Schramm 
(Urbana: U niversity o f I l l in o is  Press, 1960), p .488.
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Personality T ra its  Related to  Purpose

Schramm contended tha t a re la tio nsh ip  existed between person-
>

a l i t y  t r a its  o f the reader and purposes fo r  reading. For example, an 

adult may read to  re in fo rce  ex is ting  a ttitu d e s  and opinions. Personal 

values are also re lated to  a reader's choice o f reading m ateria ls. 

S im ila r ly , readers who rated high on the F-scale o f authoritarian ism

tended to prefer a newspaper which more often sponsored au tho rita rian
i . . 84p o lic ie s .

Purposes Deduced From Effects

Reading purposes can be deduced from an examination of 

reading e ffe c ts . The theore tica l framework re lated to  "reading 

e ffe c ts " evolved from the "need theory o f persona lity" and took in to  

account three in te rre la ted  reading determiners: (1) the material

read; (2) the readers predispositions; and (3) the observed responses. 

Researchers lis te d  f iv e  reading e ffec ts  from which purposes could be 

deduced:

(1) the instrumental e ffe c t (e .g ., f u l le r  knowledge o f a p ractica l 
problem and greater competence to  deal w ith i t ) ;  (2) the prestige 
e ffe c t (e .g ., r e l ie f  o f in fe r io r i ty  fee ling  by reading what in 
creases se lf-approva l); (3) the reinforcement e ffe c t (e .g . , re in 
forcement o f an a ttitu d e  or conversion to  another a tt itu d e  toward 
controversia l issues); (4) the aesthetic e ffe c t (e .g . , obtaining 
aesthetic experience from specimens o f 1ite ra ry  a r t ;  and (5) the 
resp ite  e ffe c t (e .g ., find ing  r e l ie f  from tensions by reading 
whatever o ffe rs  pleasant d is tra c t io n s ) .85

^Schramm, "Why Adults Read," p. 73.
OG

Waples, Berelson, and Bradshaw, "E ffects o f Reading," p. 
489. See also, W illiam S. Gray and Bernice Rogers, M aturity  in Reading 
(Chicago: The U niversity o f Chicago Press, 1956), pp. 27-28.
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Readers Communicate With Society

Steinberg posed a f in a l consideration as to  why adults read.

Readers were not iso la ted people who attempted to escape from society.
86Rather, the adu lt reader sought to  communicate w ith society. Readers

wished to  communicate th e ir  thoughts to others by means o f conversation

because reading was an active  process. Steinberg wrote:

Modern readers in  America and in  Europe are more communicative 
in th e ir  a c t iv ity  and v i t a l i t y  than non-readers. They do not read 
to  escape from the world, but to  l iv e  in  i t  b e tte r. This re a lly  
puts the main find ing  o f research in the matter to  date in a nut
s h e ll. 87

Summary: Why Do Adults Read

The amount o f e f fo r t  required to  read d ire c t ly  influenced 

reading behavior and the choice to  read. Also, such motivations as a 

desire fo r  in form ation, re laxa tion or pleasure d ire c t ly  influenced 

purposes fo r  reading. Personality t r a i t s  s im ila r ly  are re lated to 

purposes fo r  reading. Persons w ith  an au tho rita rian  personality 

tended to read m aterials which contained an au tho rita rian  viewpoint. 

From a research standpoint, the "e ffe c ts " o f reading can be used to 

deduce purposes fo r reading. F in a lly , reading was described as an 

active process. As such, readers tended to  communicate w ith  society 

and not to  escape from social in te ra c tio n .

88Heinz Steinberg, "Books and Readers As A Subject o f Re
search in Europe ana America," In te rna tiona l Social Science Journal, 
XXIV (1972), p. 753.

87Ib id .
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Chapter Summary--The E lderly  Reader

The studies reviewed c le a rly  re f le c t  tha t the sp e c ific  

reading needs and tastes o f persons s ix ty - f iv e  years or o lder are 

esse n tia lly  neglected. Studies tend to  study adult readership in 

general terms and f a i l  to view the e ld e rly  reader as a special 

audience.

Further, e a r lie r  research studies viewed the e ld e rly  reader 

from a stereotyped perspective. Older persons a lleged ly made up a 

ra ther sheltered audience, w ith  conservative in te re s ts , and not iin

terested in new things. Studies presented in  the present paper d i

re c t ly  or in d ire c tly  suggest tha t research take another look a t the 

stereotyped p ic tu re . E lderly persons did read and were active  in 

social p a rtic ip a tio n . The sp e c ific  reading behavior and social 

p a rtic ip a tio n  however, s t i l l  require study o f the older person as a 

special audience.

A lack o f systematic research concerning the e ld e rly  reader 

generates a need fo r  the present study. Therefore, the purpose o f the 

present research is  to  obtain , analyze, and compare data regarding 

the le isu re-tim e reading behaviors o f persons s ix ty  years or o lder.



CHAPTER I I I  

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 

In troduction

This section elaborates on the methodology used in conduct

ing the study. The population and sample are id e n tif ie d  and defined.

The data gathering procedure is  ou tlined . The research instrument 

employed w ith i t s  adm in istration and s ta t is t ic a l treatment is  explained.

The questionnaire employed was designed by the researcher 

w ith the assistance and guidance o f educational research consultants 

and the graduate committee. The questionnaire was unique to  th is  

study.

Selection o f the Population

The population consisted o f 1,165 persons s ix ty - f iv e  years

o f age or o lder, l iv in g  w ith in  eleven Homes fo r  the Aged in  Kent

County, Michigan.

The Michigan D irectory o f H ospita ls, Nursing Care F a c il it ie s

and Homes fo r the Aged was used to  id e n tify  the Homes fo r  the Aged and
88addresses fo r  each o f the homes.

Michigan Department o f Public Health, D irectory o f Hospi
ta ls ,  Nursing Care F a c il i t ie s ,  and Homes fo r  the Aged (Lansing: Bureau
o f Health F a c il it ie s ,  1974), p. 37.

29
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Selection o f the Sample

The sample was a simple random sampling o f persons s ix ty -

f iv e  years or older l iv in g  w ith in  each o f the eleven homes. The sample

was selected in the fo llow ing manner:

1. The researcher contacted each adm in istrator or program d ire c to r 

fo r  a l i s t  o f names o f persons s ix ty - f iv e  years o f o lder.

2. The names o f a l l  persons in the population fo r  each home were

put in to  a container and mixed.

3. Names were then selected u n t il 20 percent o f the population 

w ith in  each home was reached.

4. The 20 percent o f the names selected was then contacted fo r

study. The to ta l number o f persons selected fo r  fu rth e r study was

249.

Procedures

The study was conducted in two separate phases. The f i r s t

phase consisted o f the completion o f a survey questionnaire. The

second phase involved the use o f group in terviews.

Phase I :  The Survey Questionnaire

The researcher contacted each adm in is tra to r, or a designated 

representative, fo r  permission to  conduct the study. The purpose o f 

the study was explained and procedure questions answered.

The researcher was assisted in the gathering o f the data 

fo r the present study by two adm in is tra tors, one lib ra r ia n , and s ix  

a c t iv it ie s  d irec to rs  fo r  the homes studied. The persons who assisted



the researcher were selected on the basis o f th e ir  in te re s t in the 

top ic  o f the study and th e ir  expressed w illingness to  personally 

pa rtic ip a te .

The data fo r the study were obtained by means o f a structured 

Reading Survey questionnaire tha t consisted o f eighteen items (see 

Appendix I ) .  A structured questionnaire format was used in order to 

c o lle c t quan tifiab le  and comparable data in a uniform manner from 

each respondent.

Item 1 o f the questionnaire provided data on the number of 

hours spent per week in the reading o f books, magazines, and newspapers.

Items 2 through 4 sought to  determine the categories o f 

books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the newspaper most often read by 

the respondents.

Items 5 through 8 determined the sources fo r  reading mate

r ia ls ,  public 1ib ra ry  and reading room use, and the use o f large p r in t 

books.

Items 9 through 15 established the educational le ve ls , 

periods in  the respondents l i f e  when the most reading took place, 

chronological ages o f the respondents, sex o f the respondents, m arita l 

sta tus, former occupations, and area o f residence during most o f 

th e ir  1ives (urban, ru ra l, or suburban).

Items 16 through 18 supplied information concerning purposes 

fo r  reading and reasons tha t prevented the respondents from reading 

more.

The survey questionnaire was administered in  the fo llow ing

manner:
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1. The sample fo r  the study was selected as described in  the 

preceding section.

2. The survey questionnaire was d is tr ib u te d  to  each respondent 

by e ith e r the researcher or those persons who agreed to  ass is t in  the 

study.

3. Respondents independently completed the survey questionnaire 

and returned i t  to  the designated representative in  each home who 

assisted in the study.

4. The researcher co llected the survey questionnaires from each 

representative. The researcher kept a record o f the number o f ques

tionnaires presented fo r  completion and the number returned.

Phase I I :  The Group Interviews

Based on the resu lts  o f the survey questionnaire and per

sonal conversations w ith  the respondents, the researcher developed 

four questions fo r  in-depth study (see Appendix I I ) .  The questions 

were presented by the researcher to  the respondents during group in 

terview sessions. The group interviews were conducted as fo llow s:

1. The names o f a l l  persons used in  the survey sample fo r  each 

home were put in a container and mixed.

2. Six names were then selected by the researcher fo r  in terview  

in each o f the eleven homes.

3. The interviews were tape recorded by the researcher.

The to ta l number o f interviews was 11. The to ta l number o f persons 

interviewed was 66.
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Method o f Reporting Results

The information recorded on each questionnaire was tabulated 

on a coding form. The information from each questionnaire was then 

keypunched on an IBM computer card.

The analysis o f resu lts  was reported in  the form o f co rre la 

t io n s , t - te s ts ,  analysis o f variance, and chi-square tab les. Correla

tions were used to  determine the degree o f re la tio nsh ip  between 

variab les. The t- te s ts  permitted the researcher to  compare s t a t is t i 

cal means to  determine the p ro b a b ility  tha t the differences between 

the means were real d ifferences rather than chance d iffe rences. Analy

s is  o f variance was used to determine differences across groups. The 

chi-square te s t compared obtained frequencies w ith expected frequen

cies and indicated the p ro b a b ility  tha t they were d iffe re n t.

The responses to  the four in terview  questions were recorded 

on tape. The responses o f the respondents were reported in  summary 

form and not fragmentized fo r  s ta t is t ic a l analysis. The researcher 

decided tha t the information from the survey questionnaires provided 

s u ff ic ie n t s ta t is t ic a l data spe c ific  to the purposes o f the study.

The in te rv iew  questions, there fore , were developed to  provide addi

tio n a l depth to  the study but were not designed fo r  s ta t is t ic a l 

analysis.

Summary

This chapter offered a descrip tion o f the methodology in 

volved in conducting the study.
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The population was selected from eleven Homes fo r  the Aged 

in  Kent County, Michigan. The sample consisted o f , 20 percent o f the 

residents w ith in  each home.

The questionnaire was developed by the researcher w ith the 

assistance and advisement o f the guidance committee and Research Con

su ltants O ffice  a t Michigan State U n ivers ity .

The in terview  questions were designed by the researcher.

The purpose o f the questions was to  provide greater depth to  the 

study.

The s ta t is t ic a l procedures were designed in  conjunction w ith 

the Research Consultants a t Michigan State U n ive rs ity . The data are 

organized, presented, and analyzed in Chapter IV.



CHAPTER IV 

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

The purpose o f th is  study was to  id e n tify  the le isu re -tim e 

reading behaviors o f persons l iv in g  w ith in  homes fo r  the Aged in Kent 

County, Michigan. The study id e n tif ie d  the reading behaviors o f the 

older reader by means o f a structured survey questionnaire and taped 

interviews. The data pertinen t to  reading behaviors were then s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  re lated to  the demographic cha rac te ris tics  o f age, education, 

sex, former occupation, m arita l s ta tus, and past location o f residence. 

The present chapter is  organized as fo llow s:

1. Research questions and analysis o f data.

2. Interview  questions and an analysis o f the in terview  responses.

Research Questions

Question 1

Is the va rie ty  in reading re la ted to the amount o f time 

spent in le isu re -tim e reading?

The 249 respondents were requested to  ind icate  the to ta l 

number o f hours spent in  le isu re -tim e  reading per week. Of the 249 

respondents studied, the mean number o f hours spent in  le isu re -tim e 

reading per week was 11.34 hours w ith  a range from one hour per week 

to fo rty -n in e  hours per week.

35
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In ad d ition , the respondents were asked to  ind icate the 

categories o f books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the newspaper read 

during the past year. The sums o f each o f the d iffe re n t types o f 

m aterials read were s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested. The product-moment co rre la 

tio n  r. was used to  s ta t is t ic a l ly  te s t the degree o f re la tionsh ip  be

tween the amount o f time spent in le isu re -tim e reading and va rie ty  in 

reading—categories o f books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the news

paper. A ll the co rre la tion  co e ffic ie n ts  were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant. (See Table 4 .1 ).

Table 4.1. Time spent in le isu re -tim e reading and va rie ty  in reading.

Variety in Reading 

CB1 MT2 PN3 Total

.49* .37* .27* .49*

*(p  < .01) CB = categories of books
2

MT = magazine topics
3

PN = parts o f the newspaper

There was a s ig n if ic a n tly  pos itive  co rre la tion  between the 

amount o f time spent in le isu re -tim e reading and va rie ty  in reading. 

Those who spent more time reading were more 1ik e ly  to  read in a va rie ty  

o f  books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the newspaper.

A more sp e c ific  presentation o f the d iffe re n t categories o f 

books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the newspaper read by the re

spondents is  presented in Tables 4.2, 4 .3, and 4.4.

Time spent in 
le isu re -tim e  (N = 249) 
reading w ith  a range o f 
1 hr. -49 hours per week



37

Table 4.2. Categories o f books and the number o f respondents who 
read in each category.

Categories 
o f books

Number o f 
respondents 
reading fo r 
each category

Categories 
o f books

Number o f 
respondents 
reading fo r  
each category

Bible 220 Humor 31

Religion S e lf-
(other than improvement 29
the B ib le) 129 Gardening 29
Biography 118 Music 24
Adventure 104 Business 18
Travel 87 Hobbies 18
Romance 80 Sports 12
History 74 Cookbooks 11
Mysteries 70 Plays 11
Poetry 52 A rt 10
P o lit ic s 41 Science
Health 38 F ic tion 9

Science 9
Westerns 31
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Table 4.3. Topics o f magazines and the number o f respondents who 
read in  each category.

Magazine
topics

Number o f 
respondents 
who read 
each top ic

Magazine
Topics

Number o f 
respondents 
who read 
each top ic

Religion 153 Homemaking 33
Current events 137 Romance 32
Short s to ries 128 Sports 30
Travel 114 Conservation 26
Personalities 83 Hobbies 23
Health 67 Crime
Business 35 sto ries 19

Self-improvement 30 Repair 4

Table 4.4. Parts o f the newspaper and the number o f respondents who 
read each part o f the newspaper.

Parts o f the Number o f Respondents
Newspaper who read each part

Local and Community News 238
E d ito ria ls 200
B irths and Deaths 180
Comic Section 95
Social Events 78
Advertisements 62
Business 59
Recreati on/Sports 51
National and State News 25
C lassified 21
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The categories o f books tha t most interested the respond

ents were the B ib le , re lig io n  (w ith  l ig h t  re lig io u s  themes in contrast

to deep theological discussions)* biography, and adventure. Books o f 

least in te re s t to  be respondents consisted o f science, science f ic t io n ,  

a r t ,  p lays, cookbooks, and sports.

The topics o f magazines tha t most interested the respondents

pertained to  re lig io n , current events, short s to rie s , and tra ve l.

The respondents were least in terested in  magazine topics concerned 

w ith repa ir and crime s to rie s .

The parts o f the newspaper tha t most interested the respond

ents consisted o f local and community news, e d ito r ia ls , and b irth s  

and deaths. The respondents indicated the least in te re s t in reading 

the c la s s if ie d  sections, and national and sta te news parts o f the 

newspaper.

Summary

The va rie ty  o f reading is  re la ted to  the amount o f time 

spent in le isu re -tim e reading. Those persons who spend more time 

reading are also more l ik e ly  to  have greater va rie ty  in  th e ir  reading. 

Respondents read the B ible more than any other category o f books, 

magazines top ics dealing w ith re lig io n  more than any other magazine 

top ics , and newspaper sections dealing w ith local and community news 

more than any other sections.

Question 2

Is the va rie ty  in reading re la ted to  age, education, sex, 

former occupation, and m arita l status o f the respondents?
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The sums fo r  va rie ty  in  reading were fu rth e r s ta t is t ic a l ly  

tested to determine i f  va rie ty  in  reading was re lated to  the independ

ent variables o f age, education, sex, former occupation, and m arita l 

s tatus.

(a) the product-moment co rre la tion  r. s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested 

the degree o f re la tionsh ip  between va rie ty  in  reading and age and 

between va rie ty  in reading and education. Of the co rre la tion  

co e ffic ie n ts  computed, there was no s ta t is t ic a l s ign ificance  be

tween va rie ty  in reading and age o f the respondents. A s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  did ex is t between va rie ty  in

reading and education. (See Table 4.5)

Table 4.5. Variety in  reading and age and education.

Variety in  Reading

CB1 MT2 PN3 Total

Age N = 249a -.12 -.05 -.05 -.11

Education N = 249& .38** .43** .15* .41**
* ( p < .05) :

**(p  < .01) CB = Categories o f books

aRange o f 65-98 years = Ha9azine t0 Pics
w ith a mean o f 79.9 years PN = Parts o f the newspaper

^Range o f 4-20 years w ith 
a mean o f 11.8 years

There was a s ig n if ic a n tly  p o s itive  co rre la tion  between 

va rie ty  in  reading and the education o f respondents. Those respond

ents w ith more years o f formal education were more 1ike ly  to  read in  

a va rie ty  o f books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the newspaper.

(b) the t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the mean score d i f 

ferences between va rie ty  in reading and the sex o f respondents.



The categ iries of* books that roost interested the respond

ents were the B ib le , religion (w ith  light religious themes in contrast

to deep theological discussions)* biography, and adventure. Books o f 

least in te res t to  be respondents consisted of science, science f ic t io n ,  

a r t ,  plays, cookbooks.

The topics o th a t  most interested the respondents

pertained to  r e l ig io n  current events, short stories, and tra ve l.

The respondents were least interested in magazine topics concerned 

with repair and crinv  «

The parts v roost interested the respond

ents consisted of local and community news, e d ito r ia ls ,  and b irth s  

and deaths. .The res sonclents indicated the least in te re s t in  reading 

the c la ss ifie d  sections, and national and state news parts of the 

newspaper.

Summary

The varie ty  of  reading Is related to  the amount o f time 

spent in le isu re -tim r reading. rhose persons who spend more time 

reading are also more l ik e ly  to nave greater varie ty  in th e ir  reading. 

Respondents read the Bible more than any other category of books, 

magazines topics dealing with -rel igion more than any other magazine 

top ics , and newspaper' sections dealing with local and community news 

more than any other sections.

Question 2

Is the va rie ty  in reading related to  age, education, sex, 

former occupation, a:id marita l status o f the respondents?
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The mean scores fo r  va rie ty  in reading represent the average 

number o f d iffe re n t categories o f books, d iffe re n t magazine 

top ics , and d iffe re n t parts o f the newspaper read by males and 

females. The mean scores between males and females pertinent to 

va rie ty  in reading were not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t fo r parts 

o f the newspaper. A ll other t-values were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant. (See Table 4.6).

Table 4.6. Variety in reading between males and females.

Sex Mean scores fo r  va rie ty  in  reading

CB1 MT2 PN3 Total mean score

Males N = 55 3.76 2.55 3.78 10.09

Females N = 194 5.40 3.98 4.12 13.50

t - values 3.173** 3.449** 1.035 3.294***

* *  (p < .005) ,
* * *  (p < .0005) CB = Categories o f books

2
MT = Magazine topics

3
PN = Parts o f the newspapers

There were s ig n ific a n t differences between males and females 

concerning va rie ty  in reading. Women read more d iffe re n t categories 

o f books and magazine topics than males. Also, when va rie ty  in read

ing is  considered from an overall viewpoint (combined to ta ls  fo r 

categories o f books, magazine top ics , and parts o f the newspaper), 

women read w ith  s ig n if ic a n tly  more va rie ty  than men.

(c) Analysis o f variance s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested va rie ty  in 

reading across occupational groups o f the respondents. The
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analysis o f variance was used to  determine whether between-groups 

variance was s ig n if ic a n tly  greater than the within-groups variance. 

The mean scores fo r  va rie ty  in  reading represent the average num

ber o f d iffe re n t categories o f books, d iffe re n t magazine top ics , 

and d iffe re n t parts o f the newspaper read by each occupational 

group. The F-value indicates whether or not s ig n ific a n t d i f fe r 

ences occur across occupational groups pertinent to va rie ty  in 

reading. (See Table 4.7).

Table 4.7. Variety in reading across occupational groups.

Former
Occupations

*  (p < .0005) 
* *  (p < .05)

Number of 
Respondents

Mean Scores fo r 
Variety in Reading

N = 249 CB1 MT2 PN3 Total Mean 
Scores

Housewife 72 4.21 2.90 3.66 10.77
Unskilled Labor 20 3.20 2.10 3.40 8.70
C lerica l 39 6.02 4.85 4.89 15.76
Professional 69 6.65 4.72 4.24 15.61
Farmer 6 2.17 1.16 4.50 7.83
Sales 17 6.41 4.12 4.64 15.17
Self-employed 10 3.70 3.00 3.30 10.00
S k illed  Labor 16 2.19 2.56 3.37 8.12

F - value 8.19* 5.97* 2.13** 7.77*

CB = Categories o f books
2

MT = Magazine topics
3

PN = Parts o f the newspaper
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S ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n ific a n t differences were found between 

va rie ty  in reading and occupational groups. Respondents w ith the 

former occupations o f c le r ic a l,  professional and sales read w ith more 

va rie ty  than the other occupational groups.

(d) Analysis o f variance was also used to s ta t is t ic a l ly
89te s t va rie ty  in reading across m arita l status groups. No 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t differences were found between m arital 

status groups and parts o f the newspaper. (See Table 4.8).

Table 4.8. Variety in reading across m arita l status groups.

M arita l Status 
Groups

Number o f 
Respondents

Mean Scores fo r  
Variety in Reading

N = 248 CB1 MT2 PN3 Total Mean 
Scores

Married 18 4.11 2.50 4.33 10.94
Single 54 6.15 4.52 4.20 14.87
Divorced 6 1.33 2.17 3.16 6.66
Widowed 170 4.89 3.55 3.97 12.41

F - value 4.96* 3.49** .577 4.08*

*  (p < .01)
* *  (p < .05)

1
CB = Categories o f books

2MT = Magazine topics
PN = Parts o f the newspaper

89The reader should note N = 248 fo r  m arita l status groups
because one (1) respondent refused to ind icate m arita l status. As 
such, the computer dropped the blank m arita l status data spec ific  to 
tha t respondent. The re su lts , however, were not s ig n if ic a n tly  in 
fluenced by tha t fac to r.
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S ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n ific a n t differences did occur between 

m arita l status groups and in  categories o f books and magazine top ics. 

Those respondents in  the m arita l status group designated as s ing le , 

read w ith  more va rie ty  than the other groups.

Summary

Variety in reading is  re lated to education, sex, former 

occupations, and m arita l status. Respondents w ith more years of 

formal education are most l ik e ly  to  read w ith more va rie ty . Women 

generally read w ith greater va rie ty  than men. Respondents w ith the 

former occupations o f c le r ic a l, pro fessiona l, and sales read w ith 

more va rie ty  than the other occupational groups. Persons in  the 

m arita l status group o f "s ing le " are more l ik e ly  to  read w ith more 

va rie ty  than other m arita l status groups.

Question 3

Is the time spent in le isu re -tim e reading re lated to  age, 

education, sex, former occupation, and m arita l status o f the respond

ents?

The researcher also wanted to  determine whether the to ta l 

number o f hours spent in  le isu re -tim e reading per week was re lated to 

age, education, sex, former occupation and m arita l status.

(a) The product-moment co rre la tion  jr s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested 

the degree o f re la tionsh ip  between the time spent in le isure-tim e 

reading per week and age and education. No s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant re la tionsh ip  existed between time spent in  le isu re-tim e
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reading and the ages o f the respondents. A s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant re la tionsh ip  did e x is t between time spent in le isu re-tim e 

reading and education. (See Table 4.9)

Table 4.9. Time spent in le isu re-tim e reading and age and education.

Time spent in le isu re-tim e reading 
(Range 1 h r . -49 hrs. per week)'

Age N - 249 0 "
(Range 65-98 years)

Education N = 249 ~
(Range 4-20 years o f education)

*(p  < .01) mean ages o f respondents 79.9 y rs .
1 3
mean hrs. per week 11.3 hrs. mean years o f education 11.8 y rs .

There was a s ig n if ic a n tly  pos itive  co rre la tion  between the 

number o f hours spent in le isu re-tim e reading per week and education. 

Respondents w ith more years o f formal education spent greater amounts 

o f time in le isu re-tim e reading a c t iv it ie s  than those w ith less 

education.

(b) The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the mean score d i f 

ferences between the time spent in le isu re-tim e reading per week 

fo r  males and females. There was no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t 

differences found. Both males and females spent 11.3 hours per 

week in  le isu re-tim e reading a c t iv it ie s .

(c) Analysis o f variance s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the time 

spent in le isu re -tim e reading per week across occupational groups 

o f the respondents. The analysis o f variance determined whether 

between-groups variance was s ig n if ic a n tly  greater than w ith in 

groups variance. The s ta t is t ic a l resu lts  are presented in Table 

4.10.
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Table 4.10. Time spent in le isu re-tim e reading across occupational 
groups.

Former
Occupation

Number o f 
Respondents

Mean hours per week spent in 
le isure-tim e reading

Housewife 72 8.22
Unskilled Labor 20 7.60
C lerica l 39 12.97
Professional 69 14.85
Farmer 6 6.50
Sales 17 16.58
Self-employed 10 12.70
S killed  Labor 16 6.37

F - value 7.68*

*  (p < .0005)

There were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t d ifferences between 

the time spent in le isure-tim e reading and occupational groups. 

Respondents w ith a former occupation in "sales" were more l ik e ly  to  

spend more time in le isure-tim e reading per week than other former 

occupation groups.

(d) When analysis o f variance was computed fo r  time spent 

in le isure-tim e reading per week across m arita l status groups, 

no s ta t is t ic a l s ignificance was found. The F-value was 1.248 and 

therefore , greater than the .05 level o f s ign ificance.

Summery

The time spent in  le isu re -tim e reading is  re lated to educa

tio n  and the former occupations o f respondents. Persons w ith  more
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years o f formal education tended to  spend more time in le isure-tim e 

reading per week. Further, respondents w ith  a former occupation in 

sales work were more 1ike ly  to spend more time in le isure-tim e reading 

a c t iv it ie s  per week than other occupation groups.

Question 4

Is the use o f lib ra ry  services re lated to  age, education, 

sex, former occupation, and m arita l status o f the respondents?

The answer to the research question required the researcher 

to analyze the data according to  four separate categories o f 1ib ra ry  

services: (a) sources fo r  books, (b) frequency o f public 1ib ra ry  use,

(c) frequency o f use by respondents o f reading rooms in the homes, 

and (d) the knowledge and use o f la rg e -p r in t books.

(a) Sources fo r  books.--The respondents were provided w ith 

a l i s t  o f e igh t sources fo r  obtain ing books on the survey ques

tion na ire . The respondents were then requested to place a check 

mark near a l l  the sources they used fo r  obtaining books. I f  a 

spec ific  source was checked, tha t source was considered a "yes" 

answer. I f  a source was not checked, tha t source was computed as 

a "no" answer.

The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences between the 

s ta t is t ic a l mean ages o f the respondents and whether or not those 

respondents used a sp e c ific  source fo r  books. For example, in 

Table 4.11 below, 191 respondents w ith  a mean chronological age 

o f 80.18 years indicated they did not purchase books from a store. 

In con trast, 58 respondents w ith  a mean chronological age of
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79.24 years responded tha t they did purchase books from a store. 

The d iffe rence between the mean ages (80.18 and 79.24) was not 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. Of the e igh t t-values computed, only 

g if ts  and lib ra ry  in the home were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. 

(See Table 4.11)

Table 4.11. Mean ages 
books.

o f persons using various sources to obtain

Sources Sources Used t-va lue

No Yes

Purchase from store N = 191 N = 58
80.18 79.24 .941

V is it  public lib ra ry N = 211 N = 38
80.25 78.34 1.651

Use o f book ca rt N = 239 N = 10
79.87 82.10 1.044

Mailing service N = 234 N = 15
79.85 81.66 1.030

Borrow from friends N = 147 N = 102
79.13 80.00 .714

G ifts N = 160 N = 89
79.13 81.44 2.682*

Book club N = 225 N = 24
79.91 80.41 .352

Library in  the home N = 105 N = 144
80.75 79.36 1.674**

*  (p T V o fT
* *  (p < .05)

The s ta t is t ic a l resu lts  indicated tha t older persons more 

often received books as g i f t s .  In con trast, younger respondents were 

more l ik e ly  to  obtain th e ir  books from a lib ra ry  in  the home.
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A t - te s t  also s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences between 

the mean number o f years o f formal education pertinent to  the respond

ents and sources fo r obtaining books. For example in Table 4.12, 191 

respondents w ith a mean o f 11.68 years o f formal education indicated 

they did not purchase books from a store. In contrast, 58 respondents 

w ith a mean o f 12.20 years o f formal education stated they did pur

chase books from a store. The difference between the two mean scores 

was not, however, s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. Of the e igh t t-values 

computed, v is i ts  to the public lib rary , mailing service, borrow from 

frien ds , g i f t s ,  and 1ib ra ry  in  the home were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant. (See Table 4.12)

Table 4.12. Mean years o f education using various sources to obtain 
books.

Sources Sources Used t-va lue

No Yes

Purchase from store N = 191 N = 58
11.68 12.20 .995

V is it  public lib ra ry N = 211 N = 38
11.41 13.97 4.263*

Use o f book ca rt N = 239 N = 10
11.74 13.10 1.188

Mailing service N = 234 N = 15
11.69 13.53 1.972**

Borrow from friends N = 147 N = 102
11.27 12.56 2.896***

G ifts N = 160 N = 89
11.43 12.46 2.212**

Book club N = 225 N = 24
11.71 12.66 1.263

Library in the home N = 105 N = 144
11.22 12.22 2.213**

*  (p < .0005) * *  (p < .05) * * *  (p < .01)
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S ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n ific a n t d ifferences between the mean num

ber o f years o f formal education and various sources used to  obtain 

books were found. Respondents w ith more years o f education were more 

l ik e ly  to  use v is its  to the public l ib ra ry ,  m ailing service, borrow 

from friends , g i f t s ,  and lib ra ry  in  the home as sources fo r  obtaining 

books than respondents w ith less education.

Chi-square s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested sources fo r obtaining books 

between males and females. Of the e igh t chi-squares computed, f iv e  

proved to be s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t. (See Tables 4.13, 4.14, 4.15, 

4.16, and 4.17) There were no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t resu lts  be

tween sex differences and sources fo r  books pertinent to v is i ts  to the 

public lib ra ry ,  use o f a book c a rt,  and lib ra ry  in the home.

Table 4.13. Sex o f respondents and purchase from the store.

Sex Purchase from Store 
No Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Male 65% 35% 55
Female 80% 20% 194

Chi-square = 5.002; d . f . = 1; (p < .05)

A high percentage o f respondents o f both sexes did not 

prefer to purchase books from a store. Men, however, were more 

l ik e ly  to purchase books from a store than were women.



51

Table 4.14. Sex o f respondents and book m ailing from public lib ra ry .

Book Mailing Number o f
Sex No Yes Respondents

Male 100% 0% 55
Female 92% 8% 194

Chi-square = 4.525; d . f .  = 1 ;  (p < .05)

The m ajority  o f the respondents did not use the book mailing 

service from the public lib ra ry .  I f  book m ailing was used, women were 

more l ik e ly  to ava il themselves to  tha t service as a source fo r  books 

than were men.

Table 4.15. Sex o f respondents and borrow from friends.

Sex
Borrow from
No

Friends
Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Male 78% 22% 55
Female 54% 46% 194

Chi-square = 10.700; d . f . = 1; (p < .005)

A greater percentage o f the respondents did not borrow books 

from fr ie n d s . A higher percentage o f women, however, were more in 

clined to borrow books from friends than were men.
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Table 4.16. Sex o f respondents and g if ts .

G ifts Number o f
Sex No Yes Respondents

Male 00 o ro o 55
Female 60% 40% 194

Chi-square = 7.618; d . f .  = 1 ;  (p < .005)

A high percentage o f both men and women did not consider 

g i f ts  as an important source fo r  books. Women were, however, more 

l ik e ly  to receive books as g if ts  than men.

Table 4.17. Sex o f respondents and book club.

Sex
Book Club 

No Yes
Number of 

Respondents

Male 98% 2% 55
Female 88% 12% 194

Chi-square = 4.957; d . f . = 1; (p < .05)

Respondents generally did not belong to  book clubs. A 

higher percentage o f women, however, did use book clubs as a source 

fo r  books than did men.

Chi-square was also computed pertain ing to  sources fo r 

obtaining books and occupation groups. Of the e ight chi-squares 

computed, f iv e  proved to be s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Tables 

4.18, 4.19, 4.20, 4.21 and 4.22). The re la tionsh ips between occupa

tions and sources fo r books were not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t when 

combined w ith book m ailing, book club, and lib ra ry  in the home.
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Table 4.18. Former occupation o f respondents and purchase from a store.

Former Occupation
Purchase from Store 
No Yes

Number
Respondents

Housewife 82% 18% 72
Unskilled Labor 75% 25% 20
C lerica l 87% 13% 39
Professional 72% 28% 69
Farmer 83% 17% 6
Sales 82% 18% 17
Self-employed 30% 70% 10
S k illed  Labor 69% 31% 16

Chi-square = 17.454; d . f .  = 7 ;  (p < .01)

A high percentage o f the respondents in each former occupa

tio n  group was not interested in the purchasing o f books from stores. 

Self-employed respondents, however, were more inc lined  to  purchase 

books from a store than any o f the other occupational groups.

Table 4.19. Former occupation o f respondents and v is i t  to the public 
lib ra ry .

V is it  Public L ibrary Number o f
Former Occupation No Yes Respondents

Housewife 89% 11% 72
Unskilled Labor 100% 0% 20
C lerica l 85% 15% 39
Professional 70% 30% 69
Farmer 100% 0% 6
Sales 00 CD 12% 17
Self-employed 90% 10% 10
S killed  Labor 100% 0% 16

Chi-square = 21.183; d . f .  - 7; (p < .005)



A high percentage o f persons in  each o f the occupational 

groups was less l ik e ly  to d ire c t ly  v is i t  the public lib ra ry  to  obtain 

books. Further, 100 percent o f the persons w ith former occupations 

as unskilled labor, farmer, and s k il le d  labor were least inc lined  to 

v is i t  the public lib ra ry  than other occupational groups.

A s ig n ific a n t percentage o f the respondents in  each o f the 

occupational groups was least l ik e ly  to  use a book cart service as a 

means to obtain books. Respondents (100 percent) w ith the former 

occupations o f housewife, unsk illed  labor, farmer, sales, and s e lf-  

employed were least inc lined to use a book cart service in any degree 

fo r obtaining books as contrasted w ith the other occupation groups.

Table 4.20. Former occupation o f respondents and book ca rt use.

Former Occupation
Use o f Book Cart 
No Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Housewife 100% 0% 72

Unskilled Labor 100% 0% 20

C lerica l 90% 10% 39

Professional 93% 7% 69

Farmer 100% 0% 6

Sales 100% 0% 17

Self-employed 90% 10% 10

S killed  Labor 100% 0% 16

Chi-square = 12.218; d . f .  = 7; (p < .05)
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Table 4.21. Former occupation o f the respondents and borrowing from 
friends.

Former Occupation
Borrow from Friends 
No Yes

Number of 
Respondents

Housewife 64% 36% 72
Unskilled Labor 85% 15% 20
C lerica l 46% 54% 39
Professional 46% 54% 69
Farmer 100% 0% 6
Sales 59% 41% 17
Self-employed 80% 20% 10
S killed  Labor 62% 38% 16

Chi-square = 19.585; d . f .  = 7; (p < .005)

Although a greater percentage o f respondents did not borrow 

books from frien ds , s ig n ific a n t differences did occur between occupa

tiona l groups. Persons w ith former occupations as c le r ic a l and 

professional were more l ik e ly  to  borrow books from friends than the 

other occupational groups.

Table 4.22. Former occupation o f the respondents and g if ts .

Former Occupation
G ifts  

No Yes
Number of 

Respondents

Housewife 68% 32% 72

Unskilled Labor 85% 15% 20

C lerica l 56% 44% 39

Professional 54% 46% 69
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Table 4.22. Continued.

Former Occupation
G ifts  

No Yes
Number of 

Respondents

Farmer 83% 17% 6

Sales 71% 29% 17

Self-employed 90% 10% 10

S killed  Labor 56% 44% 16

Chi-square = 13.221; d . f . = 7; (p < .05)

A greater percentage o f persons in each o f the occupational 

groups did not re ly  on g i f ts  as a source fo r  books. Respondents fo r 

merly in the occupation groups o f c le r ic a l , p ro fessiona l, and s k ille d  

labor received a higher percentage o f books as g if ts  than did the 

other occupational groups.

Data pertain ing to  sources o f books and m arita l status 

groups were s im ila r ly  analyzed by chi-squares. Of the eight ch i- 

squares computed, four proved to  be s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See 

Tables 4.23, 4.24, 4.25 and 4.26)

Table 4.23. M arital status and purchase from the store.

M arital Status
Purchase from Store 
No Yes

Number of 
Respondents

Married 50% 50% 18
Single 74% 26% 54
Divorced 100% 0% 6
Widowed 80% 20% 170

Chi-square = 10.332; d . f . = 3; (p < .01)
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A s ig n if ic a n tly  greater percentage o f the respondents in 

the m arita l status groups did not purchase books from a store. Mar

ried persons, however, were more l ik e ly  to  purchase books from a 

store than the other m arita l status groups. Divorced respondents 

were the least l ik e ly  o f a l l  the m arita l status groups to  purchase 

books from a store.

Table 4.24. M arita l status and book cart service.

M arital Status
Use of 
No

Book Cart 
Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Married 83% 17% 18

Single 93% 7% 54

Divorced 100% 0% 6

Widowed 98% 2% 170

Chi-square = 11.526; d . f .  = 3 ;  (p < .005)

A s ig n if ic a n tly  greater percentage o f respondents in the 

m arita l status groups did not depend on a book ca rt service as a 

source fo r  books. Married persons, however, were more l ik e ly  to use 

a book ca rt service as a source fo r  books than the other m arital 

status groups.
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Table 4.25. M arita l status and borrowing from friends .

Borrow from Friends Number o f
M arita l Status No Yes Respondents

Married 94% 6% 18
Single 46% 54% 54
Divorced 100% 0% 6
Widowed 58% 42% 170

Chi-square = 17.189; d . f .  = 3; (P < .0005)

Although a greater percentage o f the respondents in the 

m arita l status groups was: least inc lined to borrow books from friends , 

differences did occur between the groups. Persons in the m arital 

status groups o f "s ing le " and "widowed" were more l ik e ly  to borrow bboks 

from friends than persons in the other m arita l status groups.

Table 4.26. M arita l status and g i f ts .

G ifts  from Friends Number o f
M arita l Status No Yes Respondents

Married 100% 0% 18
Single 61% 39% 54
Divorced 83% 17% 6
Widowed 61% 39% 170

Chi-square = 11.930; d . f .  = 3; (P < .005)

A s ig n if ic a n tly  greater percentage o f the respondents did 

not receive books as g i f ts .  Persons, however, who were "s ing le" or 

"widowed" received more books as g i f ts  than any o f the other m arita l 

status groups.
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Summary o f Sources o f Books

Respondents w ith more years o f formal education were more 

l ik e ly  to  use v is i ts  to the public l ib ra ry ,  m ailing services, borrowing 

from friends, and lib ra ry  in the home as sources fo r  obtaining books.

Men were more inclined to purchase books from a store than were women.

In contrast, women, more than men, used book m ailing from the public l i 

brary^ borrow from friends , g i f t s ,  and book clubs as sources fo r  books. 

Self-employed persons were more l ik e ly  to obtain books through pur

chase from a store than the other occupation groups. A v is i t  to  the 

public 1ib rary fo r books was least 1ik e ly  to  occur among the occupation 

groups o f unskilled laborers, farmers, and s k ille d  laborers. Respond

ents in  the c le r ic a l and professional former occupation groups were 

more inclined to  borrow books from friends than the other occupations. 

Book ca rt services least interested the occupational groups o f 

housewife, unskilled labor, farmer, sales, and self-employed. Re

spondents in the former occupation groups o f c le r ic a l, pro fessiona l, 

and sk ille d  labor were more l ik e ly  to  receive books as g if ts  than the 

other occupations. Married respondents used purchases from the store 

and book ca rt services more than the other m arita l status groups as 

sources fo r books. Widowed and sing le  respondents were more inc lined 

to borrow books from friends and to  receive books as g if ts  than other 

m arita l status groups.

(b) Frequency o f public lib ra ry  use. —Respondents were 

asked how frequently they used the service o f the public l ib ra ry — 

frequently , occasionally, hardly ever, or never. Each o f the
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response choices was weighted according to  the fo llow ing values 

fo r  fu rth e r analysis: frequently—4; occasionally—3; hardly 

ever—2; and never—1. The sums fo r  each o f the choices were 

then s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested.

The product-moment co rre la tion  r. s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the 

the degree o f re la tionah ip  between public lib ra ry  use and age and 

education. No s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t re la tionsh ip  existed 

between public 1ib ra ry  use and age o f the respondents. A s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  did e x is t between use o f the 

public 1ib ra ry  and education. (See Table 4.27)

There was a s ig n if ic a n tly  pos itive  co rre la tion  between the 

use o f public lib ra ry  services and education. Respondents w ith more 

years o f formal education were more 1ike ly  to  use the services o f 

the public 1ib ra ry .

Table 4.27. Use o f public lib ra ry  services and age and education.

Use o f public lib ra ry  services

Age N = 249 -.02

Education N = 249 .34*

* (P < .01)

The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences in mean 

scores fo r  males and females perta in ing to  frequency of public lib ra ry  

use. The t-va lue  computed was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See 

Table 4.28) The reader is  again cautioned to remember tha t the "mean 

scores" fo r  use o f public lib ra ry  services are "weighted scores."
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That means the respondents were asked how frequently they used the 

service o f the public l ib ra ry —frequently , occasionally, hardly ever, 

or never. Each o f the response choices was then weighted according 

to the fo llow ing values: frequently—4; occasionally—3; hardly ever—

2; and never—1. The sums fo r  each o f the choices were then obtained 

and a s ta t is t ic a l mean score computed.

Table 4.28. Frequency o f library use by sex.

Sex
Frequency 
N = 249

Mean scores fo r  frequency o f 
use of public lib ra ry  services

Male 55 1.49
Female 194 1.98

t-va lue 3.031*

*(p < .01)

A s ig n ific a n t d iffe rence was found between men and women

pertinent to  the frequency o f public 1ib rary use. The mean scores 

o f 1.49 fo r  men and 1.98 fo r  women would imply tha t women 

were more 1ike ly  to  use the services o f the public 1ib ra ry  than were 

men. From an overa ll viewpoint o f the 249 respondents, ne ither o f 

the sexes subs tan tia lly  went to  the public lib ra ry  bu ild ing fo r 

services.

Analysis o f variance s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the use o f the 

public 1ib ra ry  across occupational groups. The analysis o f variance 

determined whether between-groups variance was s ig n if ic a n tly  greater 

than within-groups variance. The s ta t is t ic a l resu lts  are presented 

in Table 4.29.
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Table 4.29. Frequency o f lib ra ry  use and occupation groups.

Occupation Groups
Frequency 
N = 249

Mean scores fo r  frequency o f 
Use o f the public 1ib rary

Housewife 72 1.87
Unskilled Labor 20 1.10
C lerica l 39 1.92
Professional 69 2.33
Farmer 6 1.33
Sales 17 1.47
Self-employed 10 1.80
S k illed  Labor 16 1.43

F-value 4.59*

*(p < .0005)

Again, respondents in  each o f the occupational groups were 

not inc lined to go d ire c tly  to the public lib ra ry  fo r  services. 

Respondents in the professional occupation group, however, went to 

the 1ib rary more frequently than any o f the other occupational groups.

S im ila rly , analysis o f variance was used to  te s t the f re 

quency of lib ra ry  use across m arita l status groups. There were no 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t differences found. The F-value was 1,432 

and, therefore, greater than the .05 level o f s ign ificance.

Summary o f Frequency o f Public L ibrary Use

In general, respondents did not go d ire c t ly  to  the public 

lib ra ry  fo r  reading services. Women were more frequent users o f pub

l i c  lib ra ry  services than were men. Respondents in  the professional 

occupation group used the services o f the public lib ra ry  more d ire c tly  

than did persons in the other occupational groups.
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(c) Presence or absence o f a reading room in  the home. —

The respondents were requested on the survey questionnaire to 

indicate whether or not there was a reading room in the home.

The response choices were e ith e r "yes" or "no." The presence or 

absence o f a reading room in each o f the eleven homes was computed 

by chi-square te s t. The resu lts  are presented in Table 4.30.

Table 4.30. Reading room in each o f the eleven homes fo r  the aged.

Reading Room in the Home Number of
Home Number No Yes Respondents

1 4% 96% 49
2 10% 90% 10
3 12% 88% 26
4 25% 75% 16
5 50% 50% 12
6 0% 100% 13
7 5% 95% 43
8 100% 0% 9
9 0% 100% 9

10 24% 76% 34
11 7% 93% 28

Chi -square = 113.345; d . f .  = 20; (p < .0005)

Although a l l  o f the homes,, except home number e igh t,

reading rooms, Table 4.30 shows tha t e ith e r the respondents were not 

always aware o f th e ir  existence or other variables influenced the 

responses. Why, fo r  example, did the respondents in home number f iv e  

respond "yes" (50%) and "no" (50%) as to the existence o f a reading 

room in tha t home? In order to  c la r i fy  the data, the researcher
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s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between frequency o f use o f 

ex is ting  reading rooms and age, education, sex, former occupation, 

or m arita l status o f the respondents.

In homes where no reading room existed, the respondents 

were requested to indicate the potentia l frequency o f use i f  such a 

room was provided. Again, each of the response choices was weighted 

according to the fo llow ing values: frequently—4 ; occasionally—3;

hardly ever—2; and never—1. There were no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ifica n t 

re la tionsh ips between po tentia l frequency of use i f  reading rooms 

were provided and age, education, sex, former occupation, or m arital 

status o f the respondents.

There were 208 respondents liv in g  in homes w ith reading 

rooms who reported they "occasionally used the rooms fo r reading.11 

In the homes reported by the respondents as not having reading rooms, 

forty-one respondents indicated they would "hardly ever" use such 

rooms i f  provided.

Summary Pertinent to  the Presence or Absence 
o f Reading Rooms in the Homes

Ten o f the eleven homes had reading rooms. There were no 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between frequency o f use o f 

ex is ting  reading rooms and age, education, sex, former occupation, 

or m arita l status. Also, there were no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t 

re la tionsh ips between potentia l frequency o f use i f  reading rooms 

were provided and age, education, sex, former occupation, or m arital 

status.
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(d) Knowledge and use o f la rg e -p rin t books. —A knowledge 

o f la rg e -p rin t books was tested by the use o f chi-square. The 

respondents were asked, "have you ever seen a la rg e -p rin t book?" 

The response choice was e ithe r a "yes" or a "no" answer. The 

knowledge o f la rg e -p rin t books pertinent to  the respondents liv in g  

in a l l  eleven homes was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 

4.31.)

Table 4.31. Knowledge o f la rg e -p rin t books w ith in  each home.

Knowledge o f la rg e -p rin t books Number of 
Home Number No Yes Respondents

1 8% 92% 49
2 10% 90% 10
3 23% 77% 26
4 31% 69% 16
5 33% 67% 12
6 8% 92% 13
7 7% 93% 43
8 44% 56% 9
9 0% 100% 9

10 6% 94% 34
11 14% 86% 28

Chi-square = 23.897; d . f .  = 10; (p < . 005)

Thei respondents were fu rther‘ requested to ind icate  the

frequency o f th e ir  use o f la rg e -p rin t books. Each o f the response

choices was weighted according to  the fo llow ing values: frequency—4;

occasionally—3; hardly ever—2; and never—1. There were no s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between frequency o f use o f
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la rg e -p r in t books and age, education, sex, or m arita l status. An 

analysis o f variance d id , however, determine a s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant d iffe rence in the frequency o f la rg e -p rin t books and former 

occupation as shown in  Table 4.32.

Table 4.32. Use o f la rg e -p rin t books and occupation groups.

Former
Occupation

Number o f 
Respondents

Mean Scores fo r  
frequency values

Housewife 72 2.51
Unskilled Labor 20 2.80
C lerica l 39 2.12
Professional 69 2.40
Farmer 6 3.00
Sales 17 1.58
Self-employed 10 3.90
S k illed  Labor 16 2.37

F-value 4.00*

*(p  < .0005)

There were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t differences between 

the frequency o f use o f la rg e -p rin t books and former occupation 

groups. For example, the 10 respondents in the self-employed group 

indicated the most frequent use o f large-rprin t books. Respondents 

with a former occupation o f sales less;frequently  read Jarge-prirrfc 

books in contrast to the other occupation groups.
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Summary fo r  Knowledge and Use 
o f Large-Print Books

The m ajority  o f respondents in the study knew tha t large- 

p r in t ed itions o f books existed. Farmers and self-employed former oc

cupation groups most frequently read’ la rg e -p rin t books. Persons w ith 

a former occupation o f "sales" were least l ik e ly  to  read la rg e -p rin t 

books. The other former occupation groups "hardly ever" read large- 

p r in t books.

Question 5

Are periods o f intensive reading re lated to  sex, education, 

and past location o f residence o f the respondents?

The respondents were asked to ind icate the ages in which the 

most in tensive reading took place in  th e ir  liv e s . The response 

choices consisted o f s ix  age groups: 6-10 years, 11-14 years, 15-20

years, 21-40 years, 41-64 years, and age 65 or o lder. The respondents 

were free to check as many o f the response choices as desired. I f  a 

response item was checked ind ica ting  a period o f intensive reading, 

tha t item was considered a "yes" response. Unchecked response choices 

were considered as a "no" response.

Of the s ix  chi-squares computed pertain ing to sex d i f fe r 

ences and periods in which in tensive reading took place, three ch i- 

squares proved to be s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Tables 4.33,

4.34 and 4.35) The in te rac tion  between sex differences and period 

o f Intensive reading were not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t during the 

periods of 21-40 years, 41-64 years, and 65 years or older.
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Table 4.33. Periods o f intensive reading (6-10 years) between males 
and females.

Intensive Reading During 6-10 years Number of
Sex No Yes Respondents

Males 58% 42% 55
Females 45% 55% 194

Chi-square = 3.055; d . f .  = 1 ;  (p < .05)

The period o f intensive reading (6-10) was s ta t is t ic a l ly  

s ig n ific a n t between males and females. Women read more in tensive ly 

than men during the chronological ages o f 6-10 years.

Table 4.34. Periods o f intensive reading (11-14 years) between males
and females.

Sex
Intensive Reading During 11 

No
-14 years 

Yes
Number o f 

Respondents

Mai es 60% 40% 55
Females 45% 55% 194

Chi-square = 3.676; d . f .  = 1 ;  (p < .05)

The period o f intensive reading (11-14 years) was s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t between males and females. Women read more 

in tens ive ly  than men during the chronological ages o f 11-14 years.



70

Table 4.35. Periods o f intensive reading (15-20 years) between males 
and females.

Intensive Reading During 15-20 years Number o f
Sex No Yes Respondents

Males 56% 44% 55
Females 38% 62% 194

Chi-square = 5.833; d . f .  = 1; (p < .01)

The period o f intensive reading (15-20 years) was s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t between males and females. Women read more 

in tensive ly  than men during the chronological ages o f 15-20 years.

Although three chi-squares were not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if i 

cant, the data concerning periods o f intensive reading and sex 

differences are summarized in Table 4.36. The percentages in each 

o f the ce lls  are to  be interpreted as a "yes" response sp e c ific  to 

each o f the periods o f years.

Table 4.36. Summarized data concerning periods o f in tensive reading 
between males and females.

6-10 11-14 15-20 21-40 41-64 65 y rs . or
Sex yrs . yrs . yrs . yrs . y rs . older

Males 42% 40% 44% 60% 58% 79%
Females 55% 55% 62% 51% 62% 79%

N * 249

Women were more l ik e ly  to  read more in tens ive ly  than men 

throughout a l l  age periods w ith the exception o f the period 65 years
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or o lder. The a tten tion  o f the reader is  also directed towards a 

greater v a r ia b il i ty  pertinent to  periods o f intensive reading fo r  

men than women.

The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the mean score differences 

between periods o f intensive reading and years o f education fo r  the 

respondents. There were no s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t t-values fo r  

the age 65 years or older category and years o f education. A ll other 

t-values were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 4 . 37) In order 

to in te rp re t Table 4.37, the fo llow ing example is  provided. During 

the period o f 6-10 years, 130 o f the respondents w ith a mean o f 12.23 

years o f education read more in tens ive ly  than 119 o f the respondents 

w ith a mean o f 11.32 years o f education.

Table 4.37. Mean years o f education and periods o f intensive reading.

Periods o f Intensive 
Reading

Read In tensive ly During 
Each Period t-va lue

No Yes

6-10 years N = 119 N = 130
11.32 12.23 2.049*

11-14 years N = 121 N = 128
11.24 12.32 2.440**

15-20 years N = 105 N = 144
10.93 12.43 3.395***

21-40 years N = 96 N = 153
10.96 12.32 3.006**

41-64 years N = 96 N » 153
10.53 12.60 4.698***

Age 65 or older N = 50 N » 198
11.26 11,93 ,861

* (p < .05) **(p  < .01) ***(p  < .0005)
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S ign ifican t differences were determined between the mean 

years o f education and periods o f extensive reading. With the excep

tio n  o f the period o f age 65 or o lder, respondents w ith more years o f 

education tended to read more in tens ive ly  throughout th e ir  1 ife-span 

than persons w ith less education.

Chi-square s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the re la tionsh ip  between 

periods o f intensive reading and past location o f residence o f the 

respondents. Of the s ix  chi-squares computed, three were s ta t is t ic a l ly  

s ig n ific a n t. (See Tables 4.38, 4.39 and 4.40) There were no s ta t is 

t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re lationships between past location o f residence 

( ru ra l, urban and suburban) and periods o f intensive reading during 

6-10 years, 11-14 years, and 21-40 years.

In order to  in te rp re t the data presented in  the fo llow ing 

three tab les, the data in Table 4.38 is  presented as an example. Of 

the 36 respondents whose former residence was in a rura l area, 58% 

indicated they did not (No) read in tens ive ly  during the ages o f 15-20 

years in  contrast to  42% of the respondents who indicated they did 

(Yes) read in tens ive ly .

Table 4.38. Periods o f intensive reading (15-20 years) and past 
location o f residence.

Past Location 
o f Residence

Intensive Reading During 15-20 Years 
No Yes

Number of 
Respondents

Rural 58% 42% 36
Urban 38% 62% 182
Suburban 48% 52% 31

Chi-square = 5.701; d . f .  = 2; (p < .05)
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A s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  was found between 

the period o f intensive reading (15-20 years) and past loca tion  o f 

residence. Respondents w ith a past location o f residence in an urban 

area were more l ik e ly  to  read more in tens ive ly  during the period of 

15-20 years than persons liv in g  in  e ith e r rura l or suburban areas.

Table 4.39. Periods of intensive reading (41-64 years) and past 
legation o f residence.

Past Location Intensive Reading During 41-64 Years Number o f
o f Residence No Yes Respondents

Rural 58% 42% 36
Urban 36% 64% 182
Suburban 32% 68% 31

Chi-square = 7.083; d . f .  = 2; (p < .05)

A s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  existed between

the period o f intensive reading (41-64 years) and past loca tion  o f 

residence. Respondents l iv in g  in suburban areas were more 1ike ly  to 

read in tens ive ly  during 41-64 years than were persons l iv in g  in  ru ra l 

or urban areas.

Table 4.40. Periods of intensive reading (65 years or o lder) and 
past location o f residence.

Past Location Intensive Reading During 65 years Number o f
o f Residence or Older Respondents

No Yes

Rural 34% 66% 36
Urban 17% 83% 182
Suburban 23% 77% 31

Chi-square = 5.557; d . f .  = 2; (p < .05)
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A s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  was found between 

periods o f intensive reading 65 years or older and past location o f 

residence. Persons whose past residence was in an urban area were 

more l ik e ly  to  read more in tens ive ly  during the period 65 years or 

older than persons from rura l or suburban areas.

Summary

Periods o f intensive reading were re lated to  sex, education 

and past location o f residence. Women were more l ik e ly  than men to 

read more in tensive ly  during the periods 6-10 years, 11-14 years, 

and 15-20 years. Respondents w ith more years o f formal education 

read more in tensive ly  throughout th e ir  1ife-span than persons with 

less education. Persons w ith a past location o f residence in  an 

urban area tended to  read more in tens ive ly  during 15-20 years, and 

65 years or older. Respondents l iv in g  in  suburban areas were more 

l ik e ly  to read more in tensive ly  during 41-64 years.

Question 6

Is the recognized therapeutic value o f reading re lated to 

age, education, sex, former occupation, and m arita l status o f the 

respondents?

The respondents were requested to ind icate the frequency 

w ith which reading helped to  solve a problem or re lieve  psychological 

tensions. Each o f the response choices was weighted according to  the 

fo llow ing values: frequen tly --4 ; occasionally—3; hardly ever—2;

and never—1.
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(a) The product-moment co rre la tion  jr s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested 

the degree o f re la tionsh ip  between the recognized therapeutic 

value o f reading and age and education. The c o e ffic ie n t fo r  age 

was not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. The re la tio nsh ip , however, 

between the recognized therapeutic value o f reading and education 

was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 4.41)

Table 4.41. Recognized therapeutic value o f reading and age and 
education.

Age N = 249

Recognized therapeutic value 
of reading

.05

Education N = 249 .21*

*(p  < .01)

There was a s ig n if ic a n tly  pos itive  corre la tion  between the 

recognized therapeutic value o f reading and education. Respondents 

w ith more formal education were more l ik e ly  to  ind icate tha t reading 

helped to solve a problem, re lieved psychological tensions, or ju s t 

helped them fee l be tte r about themselves than persons w ith less 

education.

(b) The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences in 

frequency mean scores perta in ing to  the recognized therapeutic 

value o f reading fo r  males and females. No s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant t-va lue was determined.

(c) An analysis o f variance s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the 

recognized therapeutic value o f reading across m arita l status
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Summary

The recognized therapeutic value o f reading was re lated to 

education and former occupation. Respondents w ith more years o f 

formal education were more l ik e ly  to recognize the therapeutic value 

o f reading than persons w ith less education. The self-employed occu

pation groups "frequently" recognized the therapeutic value o f reading 

in contrast to  the other occupation groups.

Question 7

Are purposes fo r reading re lated to  age, education, sex, 

former occupation, and m arita l status o f respondents?

The respondents were directed to  th in k  o f a book or magazine 

a r t ic le  which was read during the past year and considered to  be 

important or in te res ting . The respondents were fu rth e r requested to  

w rite  the top ic o f the book or magazine a r t ic le .  Of the 249 respond

ents in  th is  study, 13 respondents w ith a mean age o f 77.84 years did 

not fin d  any topics in te res ting  or important. In con trast, 236 

respondents w ith a mean age o f 80.14 years c ited  the topics o f biog

raphies, re lig io n , t ra v e l, and l ig h t  f ic t io n  as in te res ting  or 

important.

The respondents were then provided w ith seven response 

choices which explained why the topics were important or in te res ting . 

The respondents were free to choose as many o f the seven choices as 

they desired. In the computation o f the data, the re fo re , any response 

choices checked by the respondents were considered as "yes" responses 

and any choices not checked were considered "no" responses. For
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example, 1n Table 4.43, 110 respondents w ith a mean age o f 80.75 years 

considered th e ir  top ic important because i t  " f i l le d  a s p ir itu a l need." 

In contrast, 139 respondents w ith a mean age o f 79.33 years did not 

check tha t choice as important pertinent to th e ir  top ic .

The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences between the 

mean ages o f the respondents and purposes fo r  reading. The resu lts  

are presented in Table 4.43.

Table 4.43. Mean ages and purposes fo r  reading.

Possible response Mean Ages and Number
choices perta in ing o f Respondents
to  purposes fo r  No Yes t-va lue
reading

F ille d  s p ir itu a l need N = 139 N = 110
79.33 80.75 1.687*

Pleasure or re laxation N = 128 N = 121
80.03 79.89 .174

Used fo r  conversation N = 195 N = 54
w ith others 79.78 80.61 .814
Self-improvement N = 201 N = 48

79.98 79.87 .104
Helps avoid boredom N = 201 N = 48

80.14 79.20 .823
Provided p ractica l
information fo r  demands N = 193 N = 56
o f d a ily  l iv in g 79.87 80.28 .414
Related to  a hobby N = 245 N = 4

80.04 74.74 1.597
Other reasons N = 233 N = 16

80.02 79.06 .564

*(p < .05)
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S ig n ifican t differences existed between the mean ages o f 

the respondents and purposes fo r  reading. Respondents (110) w ith  a 

mean age o f 80.75 read to f i l l  a s p ir itu a l need more often than 139 

respondents w ith mean ages o f 79.33. No other s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f i 

cant differences were found.

The t - te s t  also s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences be

tween years o f education o f the respondents and purposes fo r  reading. 

The resu lts  are presented in  Table 4.44.

Table 4.44. Education and purposes fo r  reading.

Purposes fo r 
Reading

Mean Years o f Education 
and Number o f Respondents

No Yes t-va lue

F ille d  s p ir itu a l need N = 139 N -  110
12.07 11.46 1.354

Pleasure and relaxation N = 128 N = 121
11.23 12.40 2.650*

Used fo r  conversation with N = 195 N = 54
others 11.57 12.61 1.913**
Self-improvement N = 201 N = 48

11.40 13.45 3.712***
Help avoid boredom N = 201 N = 48

11.80 11.79 .245
Provided practica l
information fo r demands N = 193 N = 56
o f d a ily  liv in g 11.47 12.94 2.794*
Related to a hobby N = 245 N = 4

11.76 14.00 1.258
Other reasons N = 233 N = 16

11.67 13.62 2.152**

*(p  < .01) **(p  < .05) ***(p  < .0005)
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S ta t is t ic a lly  s ig n ific a n t differences existed between years 

o f education o f the respondents and purposes fo r  reading. Respondents 

w ith more formal education read fo r  pieasure and re laxa tion , fo r  con

versation w ith others, self-improvement, fo r  p rac tica l inform ation, 

and fo r  other reasons in contrast to  those w ith  less education.,

Chi-square tested the re la tionsh ip  between sex differences 

and purposes fo r  reading. Of the e igh t chi-squares computed, one was 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 4.45) Sex differences and 

purposes fo r reading were not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t fo r  the f o l 

lowing: f i 11ed a s p ir itu a l need, provided pleasure or re laxa tion ,

self-improvement, helped to avoid boredom, helped to  provide informa

tion  concerning the practica l demands o f d a ily  l iv in g ,  re lated to  a 

hobby, or other reasons.

Table 4.45. Purposes fo r  reading—conversation w ith others—fo r 
males and females.

Sex
Conversation w ith Others 
No Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Males 89% 11% 55
Females 75% 25% 194

Chi-square = 4.828; d . f . = 1; (p < .05)

There were s ig n ific a n t differences between males and fe 

males and purposes fo r reading. Women, more than men, more often 

read in order to  converse with other persons.

Chi-square also s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested purposes fo r reading 

and m arita l status groups. Of the e igh t chi-squares computed, one
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was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 4.46) The re la tionsh ip  

between m arita l status and purposes fo r  reading was not s ta t is t ic a l ly  

s ig n ific a n t pertinent to the fo llow ing : f i l l e d  a s p ir itu a l need, 

provided pleasure or re laxa tion , used fo r  conversation w ith others, 

self-improvement, helped to  avoid boredom, helped to provide informa

tion  concerning the practica l demands o f d a ily  l iv in g ,  and other 

reasons.

Table 4.46. Purpose fo r  reading- 
s ta tus .

—related to  a hobby—and m arital

M arital Related to  a Hobby Number o f
Status No Yes Respondents

Married 94% 6% 18
Single 94% 6% 54
Divorced 100% 0% 6
Widowed 100% 0% 170

Chi-square = 9.938; d . f .  = 3; (p < .01)

Purposes fo r  reading (re la ted to a hobby) and m arita l 

status were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. Divorced and widowed respond

ents most o ften did not read fo r  purposes re lated to  a hobby than did 

respondents in the other m arita l status groups.

S im ila r ly , chi-square was used to  te s t purposes fo r  reading 

and occupational groups. Of the e ight chi-squares computed, one was 

s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t-h e lp e d  to  provide information concerning 

the p rac tica l demands o f d a ily  1 iv in g — (see Table 4.47). The re la 

tionsh ip  between purposes fo r  reading and former occupation was not
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s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t fo r  f i l le d  a s p ir itu a l need, provided 

pleasure or re laxa tion , used fo r conversation w ith others, s e lf -  

improvement, helped to avoid boredom, re lated to  a hobby, or other 

reasons.

There were s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between purposes fo r  

reading (helped to  provide information concerning the p rac tica l de

mands o f d a ily  liv in g )  and occupational groups. Self-employed persons 

more often read fo r purposes tha t helped to provide information con

cerning the practica l demands o f d a ily  liv in g  than the others 

occupational groups. Farmers were least l ik e ly ,  in contrast to  the 

other occupational groups, to  read fo r  such a purpose.

Table 4.47. Purposes fo r reading—helped to provide information 
concerning the practicaTaemands o f da ily  l iv in g .

Former Practica l Demands o f Daily L iv ing Number o f
Occupation No Yes Respondents

Housewife 86% 14% 72
Unskilled Labor 90% 10% 20
C lerica l 69% 31% 39
Professional 71% 29% 69
Farmer 100% 0% 6
Sales 82% 18% 17
Self-employed 60% 40% 10
S k ille d  Labor 69% 31% 16

Chi-square = 12.482; d . f .  = 7; (p < .05)
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Summary

Purposes fo r reading were related to  age, education, sex, 

m arita l sta tus, and former occupation. Older respondents more often 

read to f i l l  a s p ir itu a l need. Persons with more formal education 

read fo r  pleasure and re laxa tion , conversation w ith others, s e lf-  

improvement, p ractica l information fo r d a ily  l iv in g ,  and fo r  other 

reasons. Women, more often than men, read in order to converse w ith 

others. Divorced and widowed respondents were least 1ike ly  to read 

fo r  purposes re lated to a hobby. Self-employed respondents were 

more l ik e ly  to read fo r information concerning the p ractica l demands 

o f d a ily  liv in g  than the other occupation groups.

Question 8

Are reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading re lated to age, educa

tio n , sex, former occupation, and m arital status o f respondents?

The respondents were asked what factors prevented them 

from reading more. The responses were grouped according to  ten cate

gories: no desire, read too slow ly, large-type materials not ava ilab le , 

eye problems, desired reading material not ava ilab le , get too sleepy, 

watch T .V ., hobbies, other social a c t iv i t ie s ,  and other reasons.

The t - te s t  s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested the differences between 

mean ages o f the respondents and reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading. The 

t-values and 1evels o f s ignificance are presented in Table 4.48. As 

an example, 52 o f the respondents w ith a mean age o f 80.57 years 

indicated they did (Yes) feel "no desire" to read more. In contrast,

197 respondents w ith a mean age o f 79.80 indicated they did not (No) 

feel the "no desire" choice applied to them.



Table 4.48. Mean ages o f the respondents and reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d
reading.

Reasons fo r  Restricted 
Reading

Mean Ages o f Respondents and 
Number o f Respondents 

No Yes t-va lue

No desire N = 197 N = 52
79.80 80.57 1.188

Read too slowly N = 233 N = 16
79.97 79.81 .947

Large-type materials N = 239 N = 10
not availab le 79.86 82.40 1.192
Eye problems N = 135 N = 114

78.42 81.78 4.118*
Desired materials not N = 242 N = 7
available 80.02 78.00 .888
Get too sleepy N = 214 N = 35

80.28 78.02 1.880**
Watch te lev is ion N = 215 N = 34

80.24 78.20 1.677**
Hobbies N = 206 N = 43

80.03 79.60 .392
Other social a c t iv it ie s N = 220 N = 29

80.00 79.62 .297
Other reasons N = 216 N = 33

79.97 79.90 .510

*(p  < .0005) 

**(p  < .05)



Table 4.49. Mean years o f education and reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d
reading.

Mean Years o f Education 
Reasons fo r  Restricted and Number o f Respondents

Reading No Yes t-va lue

No desire N = 197 N = 52
11.76 11.94 .319

Read too slowly N = 233 N = 16
11.77 12.25 .523

Large-type materials N = 239 N = 10
not ava ilab le 11.77 12.40 .545
Eye problems N = 135 N = 114

12.36 11.14 2.763*
Desired materials N = 242 N = 7
not ava ilab le 11.74 13.85 1.568
Get too sleepy N = 214 N = 35

11.89 11.22 1.040
Watch te lev is ion N = 215 N = 34

11.84 11.55 .434
Hobbies N = 206 N = 43

11.66 12.46 1.356
Other social a c t iv it ie s N = 220 N = 29

11.66 12.82 1.670**
Other reasons N = 216 N = 33

11.62 12.93 2.000**

*(p < .01) **(p  < .05)

Table 4.50. Reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading—large-type m ateria ls 
not ava ilab le—between males and females.

Large-type p r in t  not ava ilab le Number o f
Sex No Yes Respondents

Males 100% 0% 55
Females 95% 5% 194

Chi-square = 2.954; d . f .  = 1 ;  (p < .05)
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There was a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between sex differences 

and reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading. Women, more often than men, 

indicated tha t s u ff ic ie n t large-type materials were not ava ilab le .

Table 4.51. Reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading--other social a c t iv i t ie s — 
between males and females.

Other Social A c t iv it ie s  Number o f
Sex No Yes Respondents

Males 96% 5% 55
Females 86% 14% 194

Chi-square = 4.402; d . f .  = 1 ;  (p < .05)

There was a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between sex differences 

and reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading which pertained to  "other social 

a c t iv i t ie s . "  Women were more l ik e ly  than men to  l i s t  "other social 

a c t iv it ie s "  as reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading.

Table 4.52. Reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading—other reasons—between 
males and females.

Sex
Other Reasons 
No Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Males 94% 6% 55
Females 86% 14% 194

Chi-square = 3.734; d . f . = 1 (p < .05)

There was a s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between sex differences 

and reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading which pertained to "other reasons." 

Women were more l ik e ly  than men to l i s t  "other reasons" as related 

to  reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading.
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Chi-square s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  

reading perta in ing to former occupation. Of the ten chi-squares 

computed, three were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 4.53, 

4.54 and 4.55)

Table 4.53. Reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading—eye problems—and 
occupation groups.

Former
Occupation

Eye Problems 
No Yes

Number of 
Respondents

Housewife 42% 58% 72
Unskilled Labor 50% 50% 20
C lerica l 62% 38% 39
Professional 68% 32% 69
Farmer .83% 17% 6
Sales 59% 41% 17
Self-employed 30% 70% 10
S k illed  Labor 38% 62% 16

Chi-square = 17.283; d . f . = 7; (p < .01)

There were s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between reasons fo r 

re s tr ic te d  reading (eye problems) and former occupations. S e lf- 

employed respondents were more 1ik e ly  to experience eye problems 

which re s tr ic te d  reading than the other occupations. Farmers were 

least l ik e ly  to  l i s t  "eye problems" as a reason fo r  re s tr ic te d  

reading than the other occupation groups.

There were s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between reasons fo r 

re s tr ic te d  reading (get too sleepy) and occupation groups. Unskilled 

laborers were more 1ik e ly  to  l i s t  "get too sleepy" as a reason fo r
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Table 4.54. Reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading—get too sleepy—and 
occupation groups.

Occupation
Groups

Get too Sleepy 
No Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Housewife 90% 10% 73
Unskilled Labor 65% 35% 20
C lerica l 82% 18% 39
Professional 00 00 12% 69
Farmer 83% 17% 6
Sales 76% 24% 17
Self-employed 100% 0% 10
S killed  Labor 94% 6% 16

Chi-square = 12.956; d . f .  = 7 ;  (p < .05)

Table 4.55. Reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading—other reasons—and 
occupation groups.

Occupation
Groups

Other Reasons 
No Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Housewife 94% 6% 72
Unskilled Labor 100% 0% 20
C lerica l 90% 10% 39
Professional 74% 26% 69
Farmer 100% 0% 6
Sales 82% 18% 17
Self-employed 100% 0% 10
S killed  Labor 81% 19% 16

Chi-square = 18.889; d . f .  = 7; (p < .005)
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res tric ted  reading than the other occupation groups. Self-employed 

respondents were least l ik e ly  to  suggest tha t "get too sleepy" was a 

reason fo r re s tr ic te d  reading than the other occupation groups.

There were s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between reasons fo r  

re s tr ic te d  reading (other reasons) and occupation groups. Profes

sional groups were more l ik e ly  to l i s t  "other reasons" fo r  re s tr ic te d  

reading than the other occupational groups. Respondents whose former 

occupations were unskilled labor or self-employed were least l ik e ly  

to l i s t  "other reasons" fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading in  contrast to the 

other occupation groups.

Chi-square also s ta t is t ic a l ly  tested reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  

reading and m arita l status. Of the ten chi-squares computed, one ch i- 

square was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t. (See Table 4.56)

Table 4.56. Reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading--other social a c t iv i t ie s — 
and m arita l status groups.

M arital Status 
Groups

Other Social 
No

A c tiv it ie s
Yes

Number o f 
Respondents

Married 89% 11% 18
Single 83% 17% 54
Divorced 50% 50% 6
Widowed 91% 9% 170

Chi-square = 11.182; d . f .  = 3; (p < .01)

There were s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ips between reasons fo r  

re s tric ted  reading (other social a c t iv it ie s )  and m arita l status. 

Divorced persons were more l ik e ly  to  ind icate th a t "other social ac

t iv i t ie s "  re s tr ic te d  reading than the other m arita l status groups.
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Widowed respondents were least l ik e ly  to  consider "other social ac

t iv i t ie s "  as re s tr ic t in g  reading in  contrast to  the other m arital 

status groups.

Summary

Reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading were re lated to  age, educa

tio n , sex, former occupation and m arita l status. Older respondents 

and self-employed respondents most often 1isted "eye problems" as 

reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading. Women were more l ik e ly  than men to 

indicate tha t large-type m ateria ls, other social a c t iv it ie s ,  and other 

reasons re s tr ic te d  reading. Unskilled laborers most often lis te d  

"get too sleepy" as a reason fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading. Respondents in 

the "professional" former occupation group more often than the other 

occupation groups c ited  "other reasons1 to explain re s tr ic te d  reading.

Interview Questions

The w rite r  did not submit the answers pertinent to the 

interviews to  s ta t is t ic a l analysis. The taped interviews were, 

however, analyzed by the researcher and the answers o f the respondents 

categorized.

Question 1

How could your reading needs be met more adequately today?

The respondents discussed many variables pertinent to the 

question. In general, however, th e ir  conclusions were summarized 

in to  four major needs: (1) the public lib ra ry  should increase e ffo r ts
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In general, the respondents f e l t  tha t i t  was extremely 

d i f f ic u l t  to  in te res t a person in reading who previously was not 

in te rested . A summary as to some suggestions fo r in te res ting  persons 

in reading a c t iv it ie s  is  presented in Table 4.57.

Table 4.57. In te rest more older persons in reading.

Ways to  In te rest Persons Percentage o f Agreement or
In Reading N = 66 Disagreement

No Yes

Reduce prices in la rg e -p rin t 
Readers1 Digest magazines 10$ 90$
Provide high in te res t low 
vocabulary materials 90$ 10$
Survey in te rests o f older 
persons 70$ 30$
Concentrate on children to 
develop an in te res t in 
reading when young 5$ 95$
Reading is  a life - lo n g  in te res t 
and 1i t t l e  can be done to 
in te res t those who d is lik e  
reading 10$ 90$

Question 4

Some lib ra r ie s  and u n ive rs ities  provide courses and reading 

programs to  help the younger adult prepare fo r  retirem ent. What kinds 

o f problems do you fee l the younger adult should be prepared fo r  a fte r 

he re tires?

The respondents indicated tha t the problems o f retirement 

g reatly  vary between ind iv idua ls . The respondents w ith 100 percent



94

agreement indicated th a t programs which promote a va rie ty  o f in te r -  

ests--especia lly  in  reading and the arts-^con trtbu te . to-adjustment. 

in retirem ent. They stated fu rth e r tha t younger adults need to learn 

how to depend on th e ir  own inner resources. As one respondent in d i

cated, " I t  would appear tha t younger adults are so exte rna lly  oriented, 

they ca n 't stand th e ir  own company."

Summary fo r Interview Questions

The major reading needs mentioned by the respondents were 

fo r the public lib ra ry  to  increase e ffo r ts  to in te res t the older per

son in lib ra ry  services, to provide more la rg e -p rin t books, to main

ta in  lib ra r ie s  in each home, and to  provide a fresh supply of books. 

The older person does want to  become involved w ith  public 1ib rary 

programs. In general, the respondents stated tha t i t  was extremely 

d i f f ic u l t  to in te re s t a person in reading who previously was not 

in terested. Ind iv idua ls might become interested in  reading i f  th e ir  

reading in te rests  were determined, la rg e -p r in t books ava ilab le , and 

materials o f high in te re s t and low vocabulary provided. The respond

ents indicated tha t a he lpfu l way fo r  the younger adult to prepare 

fo r  retirement was to  re ly  more on his own inner resources. .Also, 

i t  was important fo r  the younger adu lt to  develop a va rie ty  o f in t 

erests especia lly in hobbies, reading, and performing a rts .



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Introduction

The purpose o f th is  study was to id e n tify  the le isu re-tim e 

reading behaviors o f persons liv in g  w ith in  Homes fo r  the Aged in Kent 

County, Michigan. The study id e n tifie d  the reading behaviors o f the 

older reader by means o f a structured survey questionnaire and taped 

interviews. The data pertinent to reading behaviors were then sta

t is t ic a l ly  re lated to  the demographic characte ris tics  o f age, education, 

sex, former occupation, m arita l status, and past location o f residence.

The present chapter is  organized as fo llow s:

1. Major resu lts  and discussion
2. Implications
3. Recommendations

Major Results and Discussions

1. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

the time spent in  le isure-tim e reading and va rie ty  in reading. Per

sons who spent more time in reading a c t iv it ie s  tended to  read more 

categories o f books, magazine to p ics , and parts o f the newspaper.

2. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

va rie ty  in reading and sex, education, former occupation, and m arita l 

s ta tus .

a. Women demonstrated a greater va rie ty  in  reading be

haviors than men.

95
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b. Respondents w ith more years o f formal education 

read with more va rie ty  than those w ith less education.

c. Persons w ith the former occupations o f professional 

(teacher, lawyer, m in is te r, nurse, adm in istrative w ith a 

college degree), c le r ic a l (secretary and o ff ic e  workers), 

and sales read w ith more va rie ty  than other occupational 

groups.

d. Unmarried and widowed respondents read w ith more 

va rie ty  than married or divorced persons. Married persons 

indicated a greater in te re s t in hobbies. The low number 

o f divorced persons studied may account fo r  a sampling bias 

which affected the s ta t is t ic a l resu lts .

3. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

the time spent in le isure-tim e reading and education and former occu

pations o f the respondents.

a. Respondents w ith more years o f formal education 

spend greater periods o f time in reading a c t iv it ie s  than 

respondents w ith fewer years of formal education. Further, 

the older person prefers to  read fo r  many short periods o f 

time rather than fo r  long, sustained periods o f time.

b. Persons w ith the former occupations o f pro fessiona l, 

c le r ic a l, and self-employed spend more time in  reading 

a c t iv it ie s  than persons w ith other former occupations.

4. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

the use o f lib ra ry  services and education, sex, former occupation and 

m arita l status.



a. Persons liv in g  in  homes fo r the aged in  Kent County 

re ly  on four major sources fo r  books: (1) lib ra ry  in  the 

home, (2) book ca rt supplied w ith books from the public

1ib ra ry , (3) a book m ailing service from the public lib ra ry ,  

(4) borrowing from friends .

b. Men tend to  purchase more books from stores than 

women. Women, in contrast to men, obtain most o f th e ir  

books through the use o f mailing services, borrowing from 

frien ds , g i f t s ,  and book club memberships.

c. Professional occupational groups, obtain most o f 

th e ir  books from store purchases, v is i ts  to  the public 

l ib ra ry ,  borrowing from friends , and as g i f ts .  Respondents 

who were self-employed indicated the major sources used to 

obtain books were purchases from the store and book ca rt 

services in the home. Persons w ith a former occupation o f 

a c le r ic a l nature reported th e ir  sources fo r  books included 

book ca rt in the home, v is i ts  to the public lib ra ry ,  books 

borrowed from friends , and g i f ts .  Respondents c la ss ifie d  as 

s k ille d  labor reported th e ir  primary sources fo r  books were 

purchases from the store and g i f ts .  Persons in the unskilled 

labor occupational group stated th e ir  major source fo r  books 

was purchases from stores.

d. Married persons tend to use book ca rt services and 

purchase books from the store. Unmarried and widowed re

spondents obtain books as g if ts  and by borrowing from friends. 

Divorced persons receive books as g i f t s .



e. In general, respondents do not go to  the public 

lib ra ry  fo r  books. The most often c ited  reason was the lack 

o f transporta tion to the public lib ra ry . The data o f the 

study supported tha t the conscious use o f public lib ra ry  

services was s lig h t ly  greater among the respondents w ith 

more formal education, women, and professional occupational 

groups.

f .  The m ajority  o f the eleven homes do have reading 

rooms; however, respondents pre fer to  use th e ir  own rooms 

fo r  reading. The a v a ila b il i ty  o f books in each home seems 

to be more s ig n ific a n t to  reading behavior than where read

ing occurs.

g. The m ajority  o f respondents do know about large- 

p r in t  books. In general, the respondents do use la rg e -p rin t 

books and no s ig n ific a n t differences were found between the 

use o f la rg e -p rin t books and age, sex, education, and mari- 

ta l status. Differences did occur among occupational groups 

which require c la r if ic a t io n .  Farmers p rim arily  read la rge- 

p r in t editions o f the B ib le . The other occupational groups 

read a combination o f la rg e -p rin t ed itions o f the Bible and 

other la rg e -p rin t books. Sales groups were least l ik e ly  to  

read la rg e -p rin t books.

The most often c ited reasons fo r  not reading la rg e -p r in t 

books were "not needed" and "no in te re s t." Although those 

responses were most often indicated on the survey question

na ire , the researcher also found more subtle reasons fo r  not
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reading la rg e -p rin t books through group interviews: (1)

la rg e -p rin t books are so large and bulky tha t o lder 

persons find  holding them extremely d i f f i c u l t ;  (2) the use 

o f la rg e -p rin t books is  an admission o f eye problems and 

coincident w ith a fu rth e r manifestation o f aging; and (3) 

la rg e -p rin t books are 1imited in  supply and scope o f subject 

matter a t the present time.

5. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

periods o f in tensive reading and sex, education, and past location o f 

residence.

a. From an overall viewpoint, there was an increase in 

reading behavior w ith a corresponding increase o f chrono

log ica l age. The find ings pertinent to the sample fo r  the 

present study refutes the contention, concerning adult 

readers in general, tha t reading behaviors decrease as 

persons grow older.

b. Women are more consisten tly  life - lo n g  readers than 

men. Women read more in tens ive ly  than men during the period 

6-20 years. I t  is  in te res ting  to  note however, tha t a t age 

65 or o lde r, no s ig n ific a n t differences occur between men 

and women as to  intensive reading.

c. Respondents w ith greater formal education read more 

in tens ive ly  throughout a l l  age groups.

d. Respondents from rura l areas spend less time in 

reading a c t iv it ie s  across age groups than do persons whose 

former residences were in urban or suburban areas.
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Persons from ru ra l areas do increase in  th e ir  reading 

behavior in  the age group o f 65 years or o lder. The re

searcher, a fte r  interview ing the respondents, concludes tha t 

the a v a ila b il i ty  o f reading materials and i ncreased free - 

time do contribute to  tha t phenomena.

6. T h e r e  w as a  d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

the rernenized therapeutic value o f reading, and education and former 

occupation.
a. Respondents with greater formal education indicated 

tha t reading helped to  solve problems, re lieved psychological 

tensions, or ju s t  helped the respondents fee l be tte r about

themselves.

b. Persons who were self-employed most frequently 

indicated reading as having a therapeutic value. A ll other 

occupational groups, w ith the exception o f farmers, also 

recognized reading as having some therapeutic value.

7. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionsh ip  between 

purpose fo r  reading and age, sex, educal^m , f o r m e ^ ^  and

m arita l s ta tus.
a. The respondents were directed to  w rite  the top ic

o f a book or magazine a r t ic le  th a t was read and considered 

in te res ting . The most often c ited  top ics were biographies,

re lig io n , t ra v e l, and l ig h t  f ic t io n .

b. There were th irte e n  respondents (5 percent) who in 

dicated no topics were important or in te res tin g . The most 

often c ited  reasons fo r  checking tha t item were eye problems
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which p ro h ib it the reading o f books and magazines or a lack 

o f in te re s t in  reading. Older respondents read to f i l l  a 

s p ir itu a l need. No other s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n ific a n t d i f fe r 

ences between age and purposes fo r reading were determined.

c. Respondents w ith more formal educational generally 

read fo r "re laxation and pleasure," "conversation with 

o thers," "self-? improvement," "p rac tica l in form ation," and 

"other reasons." The categories pertinent to  "other reasons" 

consisted o f reading fo r  p o lit ic a l inform ation, in te resting  

experience which related to respondents' early l i f e ,  an 

in te re s t in pe rsona lities , and h is to r ic a l in te res ts . Persons 

w ith more education were least interested in "reading to  f i l l  

a s p ir itu a l need."

d. Women discuss books w ith other persons more than 

men. Further, the researcher determined in interview ing the 

respondents tha t the borrowing.of books from, friends d ire c t ly  

re la te  to  discussion o f books. Unmarried and widowed per

sons especia lly use the "borrow jng.of bboks. from friends"-as 

a means to communicate and in te ra c t w ith other persons. 

Reading a c t iv i t ie s ,  therefore , seem to serve a social pur

pose in retirement homes.

e. Married and unmarried respondents most often read 

fo r  purposes re lated to a hobby. No widowed or divorced 

persons indicated they read fo r  purposes related to a hobby.

f .  Self-employed respondents more than any other occu

pational group read to obtain information concerning the 

p rac tica l demands o f d a ily  liv in g .
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8. There was a d ire c t and s ig n ific a n t re la tionah ip  between 

reasons fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading and age, education, sex, former occupa

t io n , and m arita l s ta tus .

a. Older respondents l i s t  eye problems as the major 

reason fo r re s tr ic te d  reading. Younger respondents indicated 

tha t watching te le v is ion  and ge tting  too sleepy re s tr ic ts  

reading a c t iv it ie s .

b. Eye problems least a ffe c t the re s tr ic te d  reading 

behaviors o f those w ith more education. Respondents w ith 

more formal education indicated th a t, although they do spend 

large amounts o f time reading, they are also interested in 

such social a c t iv it ie s  as: attending lectu res, tra ve lin g , 

church, games, and h ik ing. Persons w ith less formal educa

tio n  stated tha t "eye problems" were the major reasons fo r  

re s tr ic te d  reading.

c. Women, in contrast to men, are more so c ia lly  in 

volved in a va rie ty  o f a c t iv it ie s .  As such, women respond

ents would ind icate tha t those a c t iv it ie s  re s t r ic t  reading 

time.

d. Eye problems are frequently lis te d  by housewives, 

s k ille d  laborers, self-employed, and unskilled laborers as 

the reason fo r  re s tr ic te d  reading. Professional groups tend 

to  be involved w ith other social a c t iv it ie s  and l i s t  tha t 

fa c to r as the reason fo r re s tr ic te d  reading.

e. Married, divorced, and unmarried respondents in d i

cate reasons fo r re s tr ic te d  reading as: hobbies, church, 

card games, t ra v e l, and—bel ieve i t  or not—attending court 

t r ia ls .
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9. At the-in te rv iew  sessions, the respondents indicated 

tha t reading needs could be more adequately met in retirement homes 

by: (1) the public lib ra ry  going to  the older person w ith reading 

programs, (2) increased la rg e -p rin t ed itions o f books and magazines, 

and (3) an increased supply o f fresh books in the home. As one re

spondent stated, "I'm  sick of these goody-goody books and re-reading 

the books I like . Book supplies need a fa c e - l if t in g  in the homes."

10. The persons interviewed f e l t  tha t i t  was extremely 

d i f f ic u l t  to in te res t non-readers in ex is ting  reading programs because 

reading is  a life - lo n g  process. The most s ig n ific a n t fac to r in 

developing th e ir  reading in te rests  was seeing parents read.

11. The respondents, w ith 100 percent agreement, indicated 

tha t programs which promote a va rie ty  o f in te re s ts—especia lly reading 

and the a rts —contribute to  adjustment in  the la te r  years. The 

researcher found tha t persons who engaged in reading a c t iv it ie s  were 

also more so c ia lly  involved. As one person ind icated, "I'm  here to  

d ie. No question about that.' I do much reading, get involved w ith

1 i f e , and re ly  on n\y own inner resources."

12. The researcher concluded tha t homes w ith  the most 

viable reading programs were those which had 1ib ra rie s  managed by 

the residents themselves.

Im plications

I t  would appear from the data pertinent to  the present 

study tha t education is  a s ig n ific a n t variab le which influences the 

reading behaviors o f older persons. A consistent pattern throughout
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th is  study indicates tha t o lder persons w ith more formal education 

tend to  spend more time in reading a c t iv it ie s  and read w ith greater 

va rie ty  than those w ith less formal education.

The evidence also seems to  ind icate tha t older persons do 

spend many leisure^hours in reading a c t iv it ie s .  I t  seems possible, 

there fore , tha t reading a c t iv it ie s  do not decrease a fte r  persons re

t i r e .  The respondents, a t least in  the present study, consistently 

emphasized the importance o f reading as a le i sure-time a c t iv ity .

A fte r an examination o f the survey resu lts  pertinent to 

va rie ty  in reading and discussions w ith the respondents, the im p li

cations are tha t o lder persons do read w ith great va rie ty . I t  appears 

lo g ic a l, there fore , tha t the reading needs of the aged can best be 

determined when tha t group is  studied separately from the adult 

reader in general.

I t  would also seem tha t reading serves a social function in 

homes fo r  the aged. Many respondents indicated they shared and d is 

cussed books w ith one another. The w r ite r  believes tha t such social 

behavior provided a means fo r  the older person to f u l f i l l  a need fo r 

social in te rac tio n .

The evidence presented in th is  study seems to re f le c t tha t 

lib ra ry  extension programs and services are appreciated by older per

sons. The respondents consistently re lated to the w rite r than trans

porta tion problems prohibited them from trave ling  d ire c t ly  to  the 

lib ra ry .  As such, the lib ra ry  services o f providing book m ailing, 

book c a rts , and special services re lated to  helping persons w ith eye
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problems were especially he lp fu l. One respondent stated, "When the 

lib ra ry  tears down its  walls and goes to  the people, the lib ra ry  be

comes an in s t itu t io n  fo r  a ll persons in  so c ie ty ."

Senior c itizens need more la rg e -p rin t ed itions o f books and 

magazines. The la rg e -p rin t ed itions , however, should be abridged in 

scope and manageable in  book size. The respondents indicated to the 

w r ite r  th a t many la rg e -p rin t books are ju s t too d i f f i c u l t  to hold. 

Also, there is  not enough reading va rie ty  spec ific  to la rg e -p r in t 

books.

Residents liv in g  in the homes should supervise the lib ra ry  

programs. I t  appeared to the w r ite r  tha t in homes where the residents 

managed the home lib ra r ie s  a greater enthusiasm fo r  reading existed.

I t  also appeared to  the w r ite r  tha t when residents managed the l i 

braries in  the home, those resident lib ra ria n s  f e l t  they provided a 

useful service. As such, they were enthusiastic about the importance 

o f reading and made e ffo rts  to  share th e ir  enthusiasm w ith  other older 

persons in  the home.

Recommendations fo r  Further Research

1. There is  a need fo r  fu rthe r research concerning the 

reading needs o f e lde rly  persons not liv in g  in retirem ent homes.

2. Greater research e ffo r ts  are needed to  determine the 

therapeutic value o f reading. Further research is  needed to more 

c le a rly  id e n tify  the factors pertinent to reading which help the older 

person adjust to the problems o f da ily  l iv in g .
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3. There 1s also a need fo r  research which more c le a rly  out

lines the function o f parents in developing life - lo n g  in te rests  in 

reading.

4. Research is  s im ila r ly  needed to  determine the reasons 

fo r  some older persons not using public lib ra ry  services.

5. Research applicable to older persons liv in g  in  nursing 

homes is  needed. The medical problems o f such persons may create 

special reading needs and interests.

6. There is  a need fo r research which compares the reading 

behaviors o f older persons liv in g  in retirem ent homes which are managed 

by re lig ious  organizations and those managed through public funds.

7. Research is  needed in retirem ent homes concerning the 

attitudes o f administrators towards public lib ra ry  services in the 

homes.

8. More research studies are needed to  determine how large- 

p r in t books could be made less bulky and more manageable.

9. There is  also a need fo r  more research which would re 

veal the differences in reading needs between women and men in re t ir e 

ment homes when education is  held constant.

10. Research studies are also needed spec ific  to  the reading 

environments w ith in  retirement homes. Variables should be studied 

w ith in  the home environments which provide and create incentives fo r 

reading among older persons.

11. There is  a need fo r  a greater c la r if ic a t io n  as to the 

function o f un ive rs ities  in providing spe c ific  programs in  reading 

which appeal to older persons and promote li fe - lo n g  reading habits.



12. Training programs should be researched which provide 

a viab le  means to tra in  older persons to run th e ir  own lib ra r ie s  in 

the retirement homes.

13. Research s t i l l  needs to  be conducted which id e n tifie s  

reasons fo r  the fa c t tha t women read more than men.
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APPENDIX I 

READING SURVEY

1. How much time do you spend in  le isu re -tim e reading per week:
  per week

2. What categories o f books have you read during the past year?
( ) Did not read books (Why?) ________________________ ___

) mysteries ( ) poetry ( ) science f ic t io n
) westerns ( ) a r t ( ) self-improvement
) humor ( ) music ( ) hobbies/crafts
) romance ( ) h is to ry ( ) science or tech

nology
) adventure ( ) biographies ( ) re lig io n  (other 

than B ible)
) business ( ) sports
) p o lit ic s ( ) gardening ( ) health or fam ily 

care
) plays ( ) trave l ( ) cookbooks
) Bible ( ) other (specify) ( ) repa ir

3. What magazine topics do you usually read?
1 '  Do not read magazines (Why?) _______

sports ( ) re lig io n

hobbies
homemaking
repair
trave l
other (specify)

( ) persona lities  
( ) romance 
( ) crime s to ries  
( ) business

( ) health or fam ily 
care

( ) conservation
( ) current events
( ) self-improvement
( ) short s to ries



4. What parts o f the newspaper do you usually read?
( ) Do not read newspapers (Why?) ____________
( ) e d ito r ia ls  ( ) comics ( ) local & community
( ) business ( ) advertisements ( , r6 "®“ tion /spo rts
( ) social events ( ) c la s s ifie d  section ( } b1rths a[)d deaths
( ) other (specify) _____ __________________ __________________

5. How do you obtain most o f your books?
( ) purchase from store ( ) loan from friends
( ) v is i t  to  public lib ra ry  ( ) g if ts
( ) book ca rt service ( ) book club
( ) book m ailing from public lib ra ry  ( ) l ib ra ry  in the home

6. How often do you use the services o f the public lib ra ry  to obtain 
reading materials?
( ) frequently ( ) occasionally ( ) hardly ever
( ) never (Why?) __________________ ___________ ______ ________

7. Is there a reading room in the home? ( ) yes ( ) no
I f  yes, how often do you use it?  ( ) frequently ( ) occasionally

( ) hardly ever ( ) never (Why?)  _______ _____
I f  no, how often would you use i t  i f  provided? ( ) frequently 

( ) occasionally ( ) hardly ever ( ) never (Why?) ________

8. Have you ever seen a large p r in t  book? ( ) yes ( ) no 
I f  ava ilab le , how often would you use it?  ( ) frequently 

( ) occasionally ( ) hardly ever ( ) never (why?) _

9. What is  your education background?

10. During which ages in  your l i f e ,  did you do the most reading?
( ) always, since childhood ( ) 21-40 years
( ) 6-10 years ( ) 41-64 years
( ) 11-14 years ( ) 65 years or older
( ) 15-20 years



11. What is  your age? years

12. Sex o f respondent is :  ( ) Male ( ) Female

13. What is  your m arita l status? ( ) Married ( ) Single
( ) Divorced ( ) Widowed

14. What was your occupation? _________________________

15. Where did you liv e  during most o f your l i fe ?  ( ) ru ra l area
( ) urban area ( ) suburban area

16. How often do you fee l tha t reading helps to  solve a problem,
re lieves many psychological tensions or ju s t  helps you to 
feel be tte r about yourself?

( ) frequently ( ) occasionally ( ) hardly ever ( ) never

17. Think o f a book or magazine a r t ic le  which you read during the
past year tha t was extremely in te res tin g  or important to  you.
What was the topic?  __________ ___________ _____________
Why was i t  important or in teresting?
( ) none important or in te res ting  ( ) helped to  avoid boredom
( ) f i l le d  a s p ir itu a l need ( ) helped to  provide informa-

( ) provide pleasure or re laxation p ra c t ic a fdemandfof
( ) used fo r conversation w ith others d a ily  liv in g
( ) s e lf improvement ( ) re la ted to  a hobby
( ) other (specify) _____________________ __________________

18. Many people say they would lik e  to read more. What prevents 
you from reading more?
( ) no desire ( ) eye problems
( ) read too slowly ( ) desired m aterial not ava ilab le
( ) large-type m aterials ( ) get too sleepy

not ava ilab le
( ) enjoy other forms o f entertainment more (specify) _______

( ) other reasons (specify)



APPENDIX I I  

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

How could your reading needs be met more adequately today?

A few public lib ra r ie s  provide special services to older persons 

such as having older persons review books, bookmobiles and book 

m ailing services. There are persons who fee l tha t such programs 

are a waste o f time and older c itize ns  ju s t want to be le f t  alone 

and not involved.

a. Do you th ink  the older person does want to  get involved in 

l ib ra ry  services?

b. What could be done to  promote th a t involvement?

Some o lder persons ind icate tha t they are not interested in read

ing because they have gone to school only a few years. What do 

you th in k  lib ra ria n s  or publishers could do to  in te re s t such 

persons in reading?

Some lib ra r ie s  and u n ive rs itie s  provide courses and reading pro

grams to  help the younger adu lt prepare fo r  retirem ent. What 

kinds o f problems do you fee l the younger adult should be prepared 

fo r  a fte r  they re tire ?


