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ABSTRACT

THE STATUS OF ARTS AND OTHER 
SPECIALIST DIRECTED PROGRAMS IN MICHIGAN 

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, 1982-83

By

Frank S tu a r t  P h i l ip  

Purpose

The purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy  was to  determine; th e  p re sen t  

le v e l s  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming in  Michigan Public  

Elementary Schools f o r  the  a re a s  o f  A r t ,  Vocal Music, Band,

O rch es tra ,  Drama, Dance, Physical Education and Guidance Counsel

ing . The s tudy a l s o :  measured the  changes in th e  programming

over a f iv e  y ea r  p e r io d ;  compared the  e x is t in g  le v e l s  to  data  

from s im i la r  s tu d ie s  in  1974, 1977 and 1979; and gathered  informa

t io n  on the  reasons f o r  the  changes as perceived  by elem entary  

p r in c ip a l s .

Procedures

With the  sponsorsh ip  o f  the  Michigan A ll ia n c e  fo r  Arts 

Education, the  Michigan Department o f  Education and th e  endorsement 

o f  the  Michigan Elementary and Middle Schools P r in c ip a ls  A sso c ia t io n ,  

a s in g le  page (two s id e d ) ,  survey ins trum en t was designed to  

g a th e r  the  needed d a ta .
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The survey was d i s t r i b u t e d  to  the  529 pub lic  school d i s t r i c t s  

in  Michigan having f u l l  K-12 programs. Of t h a t  t o t a l ,  514 were 

mailed to  s p e c i f i c a l l y  named and randomly s e le c te d  elem entary  

p r in c ip a l s ,  and 15 were p e rso n a l ly  d e l iv e re d  to  c e n t r a l  a d m in is t ra 

to r s  in  th e  d i s t r i c t s  having 20 o r  more elem entary  b u i ld in g s .

Special c o n s id e ra t io n  was given to  the  fo llow -up o f  non

respondents to  ach ieve  the  h ig h e s t  r e tu rn  r a t e  p o s s ib le .  The 

o v e ra l l  r e tu rn  r a t e  o f  th e  survey was 82.6% re p re se n t in g  approxim ately  

92.7% o f  the  t o t a l  Michigan elem entary  s tu d en t  po p u la t io n .  During 

th e  course  o f  the  te lephone  fo llow -up procedure and th e  personal 

v i s i t s ,  115 o f  the  responden ts  were in te rv iew ed .

The survey generated  355 v a r ia b le s  which were analyzed to  

r e f l e c t  the  number and n a tu re  o f  programs, r e l a t io n s h ip s  between 

d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b le s ,  and f req u en c ies  o f  response .

Findings

S p e c ia l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming was found to  have declined  

from p rev io u s ly  re p o r te d  le v e l s  in  a l l  c a te g o r ie s  examined.

The presence o f  e x i s t in g  programs was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  

to  d i s t r i c t  s iz e  fo r  A rt and Vocal Music but not fo r  Instrum ental 

Music, Physical Education and Guidance Counseling;though Physical 

Education did e x h ib i t  th e  same l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  Art and Music 

showing th a t  l a r g e r  d i s t r i c t s  were more l i k e l y  to  have programs.
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When the  formula s t a t e  a id  f a c to r  was compared to  programs, 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip s  were e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r  A r t ,  Vocal Music 

and Physical Education but not fo r  Instrum enta l Music, Drama o r  

Guidance Counseling.

S ig n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip s  were a lso  found when th e  presence 

o f  each program was c ro ss  ta b u la te d  w ith  the  o th e r s ,  w ith the  

excep tion  o f  Ins trum enta l Music and Guidance Counseling.

The lo s s e s  in  programming were a t t r i b u t e d  to  lo s s e s  in  funding 

fo r  most d i s t r i c t s ,  but the  reasons fo r  c u t t in g  th e se  programs 

were a lso  r e l a t e d  to  poor communication concerning th e  basic  

n a tu re  o f  the  programs.

A g e n e ra l ly  p e s s im is t ic  fo r e c a s t  f o r  th e  fu tu re  o f  th e se  

programs was made by th e  respondents .

Conclusions

Based on the f in d in g s  o f  t h i s  s tudy  i t  could be concluded 

t h a t  advocates  fo r  the  programs in  question  had g e n e ra l ly  been 

i n e f f e c t i v e  in  p reven ting  the  lo s s  o f  programming due to  the  

f in a n c ia l  p l ig h t  o f  d i s t r i c t s  and the  lack  o f  com pelling arguments 

to  re v e rse  the  p ro cess .

I t  was a lso  concluded th a t  the  inc idence  o f  programs and 

program p a t te rn s  was sometimes a f a c to r  o f  reasons o th e r  than 

educa tiona l ones, i . e .  scheduling .
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Recommendations 

Recommendations* based on the  co n c lu s io n s ,  were made to :  

the  Department o f  Education concerning the  need fo r  i t s  le ad e rsh ip  

to  address  the  problem; the  p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  involved 

in  the  program a reas  concerning the  need to  broaden t h e i r  respon

s i b i l i t i e s  in  th e  cu rr icu lum ; the  advocacy agencies  to  provide a 

c l e a r ,  well a r t i c u l a t e d  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  programs; and to  te ac h e r  

t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  to  enhance the  p re p a ra t io n  o f  classroom 

teach e rs  and s p e c i a l i s t s  in  the  a r t s  a re a .
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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM

In tro d u c t io n

S p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  M ichigan 's  p u b l ic  e lem entary  

schools  appear to  have s u f fe re d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c l in e  over th e  p a s t  

ten  y e a rs  due to  d e c l in in g  e n ro l lm e n ts ,  th e  n a t io n a l  and s t a t e  economic 

c r i s i s  and the  r e s u l t a n t  re o rd e r in g  o f  educa tiona l p r i o r i t i e s  a t  the  

lo ca l  l e v e l .

While the  p r in c ip a l  reasons f o r  th e se  red u c t io n s  seem to  be

economic in  n a tu re ,  o th e r  f a c to r s  a re  a l s o  invo lved .

No one can deny th e  impact t h a t  the  r e c e n t  re c e s s io n  has made

upon the  economy o f  th e  s t a t e .  High unemployment has r e s u l t e d  in

a d e c l in e  o f  d o l l a r s  coming in  to  the  s t a t e  t r e a s u r y  w hile  th e  amount 

sp en t  in  s o c ia l  programs to  address  th e  problem has so ared . This 

phenomenon has e f f e c t i v e l y  reduced the  amount o f  d o l l a r s  a v a i l a b le  

to  su p p o rt  e d u ca tio n .

In an e f f o r t  to  ba lance  the  budge t,  ex ecu tiv e  o rd e rs  re sc in d in g  

a l lo c a t io n s  to  ed u ca tio n  have t o t a l e d  750 m il l io n  d o l l a r s  over the  

l a s t  y e a r  and a h a l f .  While some o f  the  r e s c i s s io n s  were r e s to re d  

and th e  r e c e n t  38% s t a t e  income tax  in c re a s e  has a l l e v i a t e d  some o f  

the  p re s s u re ,  the  n e t  e f f e c t  has been a lo ss  in  formula and c a te g o r ic a l  

a id  to  lo ca l  d i s t r i c t s .  Of th e  574 school d i s t r i c t s  in  the  s t a t e  

which o p e ra te  s c h o o ls ,  375 a re  e l e g i b l e  f o r  and re c e iv e  formula s t a t e  

a id . (529 d i s t r i c t s  o p e ra te  K-12 program s).(M ichigan Department o f  

E duca tion , 1983)(Manwaring & F ie ry ,  1983).

1
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The re c e s s io n  and high i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  has a l s o  produced a 

re lu c ta n c e  on the  p a r t  o f  v o te rs  to  su p p o rt  lo c a l  school o p e ra t in g  

mi 11 ages o r  in c re a s e s  t o  cover th e  mounting c o s ts  o f  ed u ca tio n .

When coupled w ith  th e  d e c l in in g  b i r t h  r a t e ,  subsequent drop in  e n r o l l 

ment and d im in ish ing  p e rcen tag e  o f  v o te rs  w ith  c h i ld re n  in  the  

p u b lic  schoo ls  (28% acco rd ing  to  th e  1982 National Gallup Poll on 

E d u ca tio n )(G a llu p ,  1982), most lo ca l school d i s t r i c t s  have found i t  

in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  p rovide  the  range o f  programs they once had.

Because about 85% to  95% o f  a d i s t r i c t ' s  o p e ra t in g  budget goes 

to  pay s a l a r i e s  f o r  school employees, th e  decrease  in  d o l l a r s  has 

t r a n s l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  to  a dec rease  in  school p e rso n n e l .  When the  number 

o f  te a c h e r  personnel needs to  be reduced , the  te a c h e rs  who do no t 

have a load b ear in g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( t h a t  i s ,  th e  te a c h e rs  w ithou t a 

s p e c i f i c  grade lev e l  c l a s s  ass igned  to  them as a classroom  te ac h e r  

would) u s u a l ly  a re  th e  f i r s t  to  go. At th e  e lem entary  l e v e l ,  t h i s  

t r a n s l a t e s  d i r e c t l y  as a re d u c tio n  in  th e  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  

a re a s  such as A r t ,  Music, Physical E duca tion , L ib rary  S erv ices  

and Guidance C ounseling .

But underly ing  th e  econom ically  based d e c is io n  to  c u t  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  

i s  the  i s s u e  o f  e d u ca tio n a l  p r i o r i t i e s .  The s o - c a l l e d  "back to  b a s ic s "  

movement o f  th e  p a s t  decade has r a i s e d  the  q u e s t io n  o f  what i s  b a s ic  

to  ed u ca t io n .

One b a s ic  p r i o r i t y  o f  any d i s t r i c t  in  times o f  d im in ish ing  

economic re so u rce s  would seem to  be the  p ro v is io n  o f  an educa tiona l
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program t h a t  would meet th e  b as ic  needs o f  I t s  s tu d e n ts  and th e  

community a t  l a r g e .  While few would debate  the  need fo r  a basic  

ed u ca t io n ,  h a rd ly  anyone can ag ree  on j u s t  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a basic  

program o r  what th e  p r i o r i t i e s  should be w ith in  t h a t  program.

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  most s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs have no t enjoyed 

th e  lab e l  o f  "b as ic"  in  th e  m ind 's  o f  th e  p u b l ic .  More o f te n  than n o t ,  

they  a re  regarded  as  f r i l l s  o r  e x t r a s  t h a t  a re  n ice  to  have when 

budgets a re  f a t ,  bu t expendable in  lean  t im es .

There a r e  p robably  many reasons f o r  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  which could 

be t r a c e d  back to  o r ig i n s  woven deep ly  in to  the  f a b r i c  o f  our c u l tu r e .

The a r t s  have always been conside red  a p e r ip h e ry  a c t i v i t y  in  

our s o c i e ty ,  no t t e r r i b l y  concerned w ith  th e  e x p lo ra t io n  and conquer

ing o f  a c o n t in e n t  o r  the  b u ild in g  o f  a n a t io n .  In P u r i ta n  t im es ,  

they  were a lm ost taboo , w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  those  forms which 

were used to  g l o r i f y  God. I t  was conside red  h e r e t i c a l  to  use them 

to  c e le b r a te  human c r e a t i v i t y .  In the  i n d u s t r i a l  age and on through 

our te ch n o lo g ica l  ag e ,  th e  a r t s  were accep ted  by th e  p u b lic  as l i t t l e  

more than  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  d e co ra t io n  o r  adornment o f  th e  basic  American 

reason  fo r  l i v i n g :  hard work and th e  p u r s u i t  o f  su cc e ss .  True a r t i s t s ,  

by t h e i r  very  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  n a tu re ,  were fo re ig n  to  th e  American 

idea l o f  c o n s is te n c y  and th e  a r t s  were considered  an e l i t i s t  p u r s u i t  

which was c u l t i v a t e d  by th e  a r t i s t s  and pa trons  a l i k e  (AEA P ane l,  1977).

While Physical Education has enjoyed c e r t a in  preeminence in  our 

educa tiona l system because o f  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h ip  to  th e  American
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preoccupation  w ith  s p o r ts  and th e  development o f  a t h l e t i c  h e ro e s ,  

a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  re a l  meaning o f  th e  concept has n o t been 

f u l l y  understood by the  p u b l ic .  Sports  and r e c r e a t io n  a re  d e f i n i t e  

p a r t s  o f  any Physical Education program bu t th e  id e a l s  o f  physica l  

development, h e a l th  educa tion  and th e  q u a l i t a t i v e  a sp e c ts  o f  movement 

a re  u s u a l ly  no t recognized  by the average person o r  a t  b e s t  re c e iv e  

only  cu rso ry  a t t e n t i o n .

Guidance Counseling a t  the  elem entary  lev e l  i s  a com parative 

newcomer to  the  cu rr icu lum . Created to  address  the  growing needs 

o f  c h i ld re n  to  a d ju s t  to  in c re a s in g ly  complex so c ia l  changes in  t h e i r  

l i v e s ,  counse ling  a t  th e  e lem entary  grades has y e t  to  break through 

th e  b a r r i e r s  o f  a s o c ie ty  t h a t  has never r e a d i ly  accep ted  th e  no tion  

t h a t  p ro f e s s io n a ls  should  be allowed to  meddle in  a f f a i r s  t h a t  have 

long been regarded  as th e  domain o f  the  fa m ily ,  the  home, o r  th e  church.

O ther f a c to r s  have a lso  d e t r a c te d  from a complete unders tand ing  

o f  th e  r o le  o f  th e se  s p e c i a l i s t  programs by th e  p u b l ic .

P aren ts  and non -paren t v o te rs  probably  base much o f  t h e i r  

judgement about p re s e n t  day ed u ca tio n a l  programs on the  experiences  

they  had as a s tu d e n t .  I f  th e  programs they had access  to  were 

meaningful to  them, they  would have a tendency to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  the  

programs o f  a s im i l a r  n a tu re  o f f e re d  today would have s im i l a r  meaning 

fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  today . I f  the  programs were not a v a i l a b le  o r  

had a n eg a tiv e  impact on them as i n d iv id u a l s ,  t h e i r  accep tance  o f  o r  

to le ra n c e  f o r  th e  e x i s t i n g  programs would be dim inished  a cc o rd in g ly .
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Thus, the  seeds sown by both good and bad teach ing  may be reaped a 

hundredfold  in  l a t e r  y e a r s .

Unless the  s p e c i a l i s t  programs o f  today can a r t i c u l a t e  a c l e a r  

r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  e x is te n c e  and communicate i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  to  the  

general p u b l ic ,  they w i l l  be doomed to  remain a t  the  bottom o f  most 

d i s t r i c t s '  p r i o r i t y  l i s t s .  I f  the  only reason f o r  t h e i r  in c lu s io n  

in  the  e lem entary  cu rricu lum  i s  to  p rovide  a c o n t ra c tu a l  break time 

fo r  the  classroom  te a c h e r ,  educa tion  may be f o r f e i t i n g  a chance to  

make the  f a c t s  and f ig u r e s  o f  the  classroom  a meaningful experience  

f o r  te ac h e rs  and s tu d e n ts  a l i k e .

Purpose o f  the  Study

This s tudy  a ttem pts  to  measure the  lev e l  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  

d i r e c te d  programming in  M ichigan 's  P ub lic  Elementary Schools in  

th e  fo llow ing  a re a s :

1. Visual Art
2. Vocal (G enera li  Music
3. Instrum enta l Music (Band and O rch es tra )
4. Drama
5. Dance
6. Physical Education
7. Guidance Counseling

The s tudy  w i l l  survey a l l  529 K-12 d i s t r i c t s  in  Michigan to  

lo c a te  s p e c i f i c a l l y  where e x i s t in g  programs a r e .  The number o f  

programs i d e n t i f i e d  w i l l  be compared to  p re v io u s ly  c o l l e c te d  da ta  

from s tu d ie s  done in  Michigan in  1974, 1977, and 1979. Questions 

about th e  growth, d e c l in e ,  and e l im in a t io n  o f  programs over the  

l a s t  f iv e  y e a r s  w i l l  be asked and p e rc ep tio n s  about why changes have 

occurred  w i l l  be s o l i c i t e d .
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From focused In te rv iew s  o f  s e l e c te d  re sp o n d en ts ,  p r i o r i t y  

systems w i l l  be i d e n t i f i e d  and the  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  d e c is io n s  about 

change w i l l  be examined.

Chapter I I  o f  the  s tu d y  w i l l  c o n ta in  a review  o f  two surveys 

o f  a r t s  programming done in  Michigan in  1974 and 1979 by th e  J o in t  

L e g is la t iv e  Committee on th e  A r t s ,  c h a ire d  by S ena to r  Jack Faxon 

and one survey o f  s p e c i a l i s t  programs completed in  1977 by Donald 

Kenney. I t  w i l l  a l so  review  the  r o le  o f  th e  a r t s  in  the  cu rricu lum  

in  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  and the  advocacy e f f o r t s  f o r  th e  A rts  in  

Education p re s e n t ly  being conducted 1n the  s t a t e  and n a t io n .

Chapter V c o n ta in s  recommendations f o r  a b a s ic  course  o f  

a c t io n  to  make the  A rts  s p e c i f i c a l l y  and s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  

programs in  g e n e r a l ,  a h ig h e r  p r i o r i t y  fo r  e d u ca tio n  w ith  an 

emphasis on th e  e lem entary  cu rr icu lum .

Need f o r  th e  Study 

The Michigan Department o f  Education does no t g a th e r  da ta  

on the  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  Michigan Schools . 

While th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  the  A r t ,  Music and Guidance 

Counselors ed u ca to rs  can in d ic a te  t h a t  a lo s s  o f  p o s i t io n s  i s  

ta k in g  p lace  in  t h e i r  f i e l d ,  they  cannot w ith  any degree  o f  

c e r t a i n t y ,  say what th e  e x ac t  dimensions o f  t h a t  lo s s  a r e .

Without a survey o f  t h i s  n a tu r e ,  i t  i s  im possib le  to  know.
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Many ed u ca to rs  fe e l  t h a t  th e  programs being surveyed in  t h i s  

s tudy  a re  o f  g r e a t  importance in  p rov id ing  a complete ed uca tion  

f o r  e lem entary  s tu d e n t s .  The need fo r  d e f i n i t i v e  d a ta  as a base f o r  

d e c is io n s  about th e s e  programs i s  obvious. I n t e r e s t  in  the  f in d in g s  

has been voiced by v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  the  p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

involved  as well as the  Michigan Department o f  Education and 

advocacy groups from lo c a l  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  l e v e l s .

D e f in i t io n  o f  Terms 

This s tudy  w i l l  employ th e  fo llow ing  d e f in i t i o n s  f o r  the  

fo llow ing  term s:

S p e c i a l i s t  D irec ted  Programs: those  programs in  th e  e lem entary  
cu rr icu lum  which a re  conducted o r  tau g h t by a s p e c i a l i s t  w ith  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d .  For th e  purposes o f  
t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  f i e l d s  in c lu d e :  Visual A r t ,  Vocal (G eneral) 
Music, Band, O rc h e s t ra ,  Drama, Dance, Physical Education 
and Guidance C ounseling.

A r t s : in c lu d in g  th e  a reas  o f  Visual A rt Music (General and 
In s tru m en ta l)  Drama and Dance.

El  AM ̂  « M« * • 4>U A U ^ ^  A >AW< < A J  A A 1 A A M Ml • M AM Ai emeu Lai y  « uHc uaa i t  ccim appi icu tu duiuui uuiiT i yui a tiu iid
which in c lu d e  grades K-5 o r K-6. Most d i s t r i c t s  use a K-6 
c o n f ig u ra t io n  f o r  e lem en ta ry , bu t many ( in c lu d in g  D e tro i t )  
have a K-5 g rouping . The t o t a l  e lem entary  en ro llm en t f o r  the  
s t a t e  o f  Michigan used in  t h i s  s tudy  i s  based on th e  fo u r th  
Friday  count from th e  1982-83 school y e a r  and i s  th e  average 
between th e  t o t a l  K-5 en ro llm en t (694,005) and th e  t o t a l  K-6 
en ro llm en t (825 ,4 9 6 ) .  The average i s  759,750.

Formal Elementary (A r t ,  Music, e t c . )  Program: a program
having a s p e c i f i c  time and cu rricu lum  which i s  d i r e c te d  by 
a s p e c i a l i s t  in  th e  given a re a .

Formula S ta te  A id : n o n -c a teg o r ica l  f in a n c ia l  a id  to  d i s t r i c t s  
from th e  s t a t e  based on a formula which inc ludes  th e  per pupil 
e x p en d itu re  o f  a d i s t r i c t ,  th e  s t a t e  eq u a l ize d  p ro p e r ty  va lue  
o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  and the  voted mi 11 age. D i s t r i c t s  which a re  
"ou t o f  formula" re c e iv e  no f in a n c ia l  a id  from the  s t a t e  
beyond the  c a te g o r ic a l  funding f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e t c .
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Advocacy: th e  a c t  o f  supporting  a concept o r  program through
s p e c i f i c  measures to  a ssu re  a b e n e f ic ia l  outcome f o r  i t .
The p rocess  o f  defending o r  m ain ta in ing  a cause .

Assumptions

As w ith  any s tudy  based on a vo lu n ta ry  su rv ey , one o f  th e  f i r s t  

assumptions i s  t h a t  th e  survey was c l e a r  in  i t s  in te n t io n s  and 

understood by th e  re sp o n d en ts .

The second assumption i s  t h a t  th e  respondents  provided th e  time 

and c a re  to  make th e  d a ta  as a c c u ra te  as p o s s ib le  thereby  a s su r in g  

a t r u e  p ic tu r e  o f  what th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e se  programs r e a l l y  i s .

A t h i r d  assumption i s  t h a t  th e  f i e l d  o f  respondents  -  e lem entary  

p r in c ip a l s  -  have th e  d a ta  c lo se  a t  hand o r  have quick  and easy  

access  to  i t .

The fo u r th  assum ption t h a t  a f f e c t s  the  outcome o f  the  survey 

i s  t h a t  th e  d a ta  keying o f  the  in fo rm ation  was a cc u ra te  and th e  

r e s u l t a n t  f in d in g s  t r u l y  r e f l e c t  th e  a c tu a l  responses  on the  

re tu rn e d  su rv ey s .

This s tudy  a ls o  assumes t h a t  th e  p e rc ep t io n s  o f  the  respondents  

in  th e  f i n a l  s e c t io n  o f  th e  survey a re  a cc u ra te  with r e s p e c t  to  the  

reasons  f o r  changes in  programming and t h a t  they  a re  r e l i a b l e  

ob se rv ers  and p a r t i c ip a n t s  o f  t h a t  p ro cess .

L im ita t io n s

This s tudy  only  w i l l  deal w ith  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs 

a t  th e  e lem entary  le v e l  in  529 Michigan p u b lic  school d i s t r i c t s  

t h a t  have K indergarten  through 12th grade programs.
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The s tudy  i s  e n t i r e l y  dependent on a high r e tu rn  r a t e  o f  surveys 

to  develop a p ic tu r e  o f  what the  s t a t u s  o f  th e se  programs i s  a t  the  

elem entary  le v e l  on a s t a t e  wide b a s i s .  The survey i s  vo lu n ta ry  

on the  p a r t  o f  the  respondents  and r e l i e s  on some o f  t h e i r  op in ions 

and p e rc e p t io n s .  Only high r e tu rn  r a t e s  and some co n s is ten cy  in  

the  responses  can begin to  p rov ide  the  necessary  confidence  in  the  

f in d in g s .

The survey  w i l l  d e sc r ib e  only  the  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s t a t u s  o f  the  

s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs. I t  w i l l  in d ic a te  th e  number o f  programs, 

the  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  a ss igned  to  them and th e  n a tu re  o f  the  

programs in  terms o f  th e  time devoted to  them. I t  w i l l  no t measure 

e i t h e r  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  programs o r  t h e i r  e f f e c t iv e n e s s .  I t  w i l l  

no t gauge th e  amount o f  in t e g r a t io n  between the  programs and the  

general cu rricu lum  o r  th e  acceptance o f  the  programs by th e  s t a f f ,  

a d m in is t r a t io n  o r  community.

The focus on s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  programs in  th e se  a reas  does 

no t deny th e  f a c t  t h a t  many schoo ls  have programs which a re  d i r e c te d  

and d e l iv e re d  by th e  classroom  te a c h e r ,  by s p e c i a l i s t s  in  o th e r  

a reas  o r  p a re n t  v o lu n te e r s .  Some examples o f  t h i s  a re  th e  dance 

and c r e a t iv e  movement c u r r i c u la  found in  many Physical Education 

programs and " P ic tu re  Lady" p re sen ta t io n s  being conducted by p a ren t  

v o lu n te e r s .  This s tudy  w i l l  no t deal with t h i s  type o f  program 

beyond t h s i r  mention in  the  "Comments from th e  Survey" s e c t io n .
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While a d d i t io n a l  comparisons such as the  e x is te n c e  o f  programs

and th e  d i s t r i c t ' s  socio-economic s t a t u s  could be de rived  from 
/

t h i s  s tudy and d a ta  c u r r e n t ly  a v a i l a b le  from the  Department o f  

Education , they w i l l  n o t  be a ttem pted  in  t h i s  work.

Q uestions Answered

Responses to  the  survey w i l l  p rovide  d a ta  f o r  the  fo llow ing  q u e s t io n s :

1. How many s p e c i a l i s t  programs e x i s t  in  M ichigan 's  p u b lic  
e lem entary  schoo ls  in  the  a reas  in  q u es t io n ?

2. How many s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed to  conduct th e se  programs?

3. What i s  the  r a t i o  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  to  s tu d e n ts  f o r  each a rea?

4 . What i s  the  n a tu re  o f  each program in  terms o f  i t s  time 
a l lo tm e n t  in  the  curriculum ?

5. What changes have taken p lace  in  th e se  programs over the  
l a s t  f iv e  y e a r s?

6. Why have th e se  changes occurred?

7. What would i t  take  to  have th e se  programs inc luded  o r  
m ain tained  as a r e g u la r  p a r t  o f  th e  e lem entary  curricu lum ?

8. Based on th e  p re s e n t  funding s t r u c t u r e  f o r  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n ,  
what a re  the  chances o f  sup p o rt in g  th e se  programs in  the  
fu tu re ?

The focused in te rv iew s  o f  d i s t r i c t  personnel w i l l  p rovide  d a ta  f o r  the  

fo llow ing  q u e s t io n s :

1. What a re  th e  p r i o r i t y  systems o p e ra t in g  in  lo c a l  d i s t r i c t s  
w ith  r e s p e c t  to  d e c is io n s  about s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  
programs ?

2. How a re  th e se  programs seen by th e  t e a c h e r s '  a d m in is t r a to r s  
and general p u b l ic  in  th e  community?
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The review o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  address th e  fo llow ing  q u e s t io n s :

1. What surveys o f  s p e c i a l i s t  programs have been conducted 
in  Michigan over the  l a s t  ten  y ea rs?

2. How were the  surveys used to  e f f e c t  change?

3. What do re c e n t  n a t io n a l  and s t a t e  surveys and s tu d ie s  o f  
educa tion  in  general t e l l  us about th e  A rts  in  Education?

4. What i s  the  n a tu re  and scope o f  advocacy movements f o r  the  
A rts  in  Education a t  the  l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  l e v e l s ?

5. How a re  the  A rts  advocated as b a s ic  to  the  curricu lum ?

Procedures

This s tudy  i s  based on a survey t h a t  was developed by t h i s  

re s e a rc h e r  based on former surveys and expressed  needs . I t  was 

co-sponsored by the  Michigan Department o f  E duca tion , th e  Michigan 

A ll ia n c e  f o r  A rts  Education and endorsed by the Michigan Elementary 

and Middle Schools P r i n c i p a l ' s  A sso c ia t io n .  One e lem entary  p r in c ip a l  

in  each o f  M ichigan 's  529 K-12 school d i s t r i c t s  was chosen a t  random 

to  re c e iv e  th e  survey  w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  th e  f i f t e e n  l a r g e s t  

d i s t r i c t s  (see  c h a p te r  I I I ) .

The surveys were s e n t  to  th e  respondents  and re tu rn e d  to  the  

r e s e a rc h e r  v ia  m a il .  Two fo llow -up procedures were u t i l i z e d  to  

enhance th e  r e tu rn  r a t e :  phone c a l l s  were made to  the  f i r s t  one 

hundred non-responding d i s t r i c t s  ranked accord ing  to  e n ro l lm e n t ,  

and a l e t t e r  was s e n t  to  th e  second one hundred non-responden ts .
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The re tu rn e d  surveys  were v i s u a l ly  checked f o r  completeness 

and c l a r i t y ,  hand e d i t e d ,  and data-keyed  in to  the  Department o f  

E d u ca tio n 's  com puters.

The r e s e a rc h e r  worked c lo s e ly  with s t a f f  from th e  D epartm ent's  

E va lua tion  and Technical A ss is tan ce  U nit and th e  Fine A rts  S p e c i a l i s t  

o f f i c e .

Overview o f  th e  Study 

The major t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  s tudy i s  to  a s c e r t a in  the  number o f  

s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  programs in  M ichigan 's  P ub lic  Elementary Schools 

and the  n a tu re  o f  th o se  programs in  terms o f  s t a f f i n g  and time 

devoted to  them. The survey  designed  to  accomplish t h i s  ta sk  

would a l s o  measure any changes t h a t  have taken p lace  over th e  l a s t  

f iv e  y e a r s  and in d ic a te  some o f  the  reasons fo r  those  changes.

437 d i s t r i c t s  r e tu rn e d  completed survey forms from a f i e l d  o f  

529. This r e p re s e n ts  a r e tu rn  r a t e  o f  82.6%. The t o t a l  o f  

e lem entary  s tu d e n ts  accounted f o r  in  th e  survey was 704,312 o r  92.7% 

o f  the  average t o t a l  K-5 and K-6 en ro llm en t f o r  the  s t a t e .

As p a r t  o f  th e  fo llow -up  p rocess  f o r  non-responden ts  and in  

an e f f o r t  to  engage th e  l a r g e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  115 in d iv id u a ls  from a 

l i k e  amount o f  d i s t r i c t s  were in te rv iew ed  in  person o r  by phone.

The in te rv iew s  r e s u l t e d  in  a b e t t e r  in -d ep th  view o f  the  p re s e n t  

s i t u a t i o n  w ith  reg a rd s  to  th e  p r i o r i t y  systems used to  make 

d e c is io n s  about changes in  programming in  those  d i s t r i c t s .  The 

r e s u l t s  o f  th o se  in te rv ie w s  w i l l  be found in  Chapter IV o f  th e  

s tudy .
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The review o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  in  Chapter I I  focuses  on th re e  

I s s u e s .  The exam ination o f  s im i la r  s tu d ie s  conducted in  Michigan 

over th e  p a s t  ten  y e a r s ,  th e  r o le  o f  a r t s  in  th e  e lem entary  c u r r i 

culum, and th e  r o le  t h a t  advocacy p lays  in  h e igh ten ing  the  p u b l i c ' s  

awareness about th e  A rts  in  Education.

Chapter I I I  co n ta in s  the  methodology used to  c o n s t r u c t  and 

conduct th e  survey and the  procedures fo r  c o l l e c t in g  th e  d a ta  f o r  

a n a ly s i s .

The d a ta  a re  analyzed in  Chapter IV and p resen ted  in  the  

a p p ro p r ia te  t a b l e s ,  c h a r t s  and d e s c r ip t io n s  necessa ry  to  c l e a r l y  

i l l u s t r a t e  th e  f in d in g s  o f  the  s tu d y .

Chapter V c o n ta in s  a summary o f  the  f in d in g s  and p re se n ts  

th e  r e s e a r c h e r 's  co n c lu s io n s  and recommendations based on those  

f in d in g s .



CHAPTER II  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In tro d u c t io n

This c h ap te r  c o n ta in s  a review o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  the  

fo llow ing  to p ic s :

1. The h i s to r y  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs 
in  M ichigan 's  p u b lic  elem entary  schoo ls  over th e  l a s t
10 y ea rs  as evidenced by surveys taken during  t h i s  
p e r io d .

2. The changes brought about because o f  the  su rveys .

3. The s t a t u s  o f  th e  a r t s  in  educa tion  and o th e r  s p e c i a l i s t  
d i r e c te d  programs as evidenced by re c e n t  s t a t e  and 
n a t io n a l  s tu d ie s  o f  educa tion  in  g e n e ra l .

4 . The n a tu re  and scope o f  advocacy movements f o r  th e  A rts  
1n Education a t  th e  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  l e v e l .

5. The arguments fo r  in c lu d in g  the  a r t s  as a b a s ic  component 
o f  p u b l ic  e d u ca tio n .

While the  focus o f  t h i s  re sea rch  i s  on the  e x i s t in g  s t a t u s  

o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  elem entary  s c h o o ls ,  i t  i s  a l s o  

concerned w ith th e  q u e s t io n  o f  how and why programming has a p p a ren t ly  

d ec l in ed  in  th e se  a r e a s .  In t h i s  sense  the  s tu d y  o f  how programs 

a re  advocated and who conducts th e  advocacy becomes a b a s ic  i s s u e .  

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  w h ile  much o f  the  re sea rch  and many o f  th e  a r t i c l e s  

and monographs w r i t t e n  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e se  programs in  the  schools  

a re  advoca tive  in  n a tu r e ,  few a re  produced w ith  t h i s  o b je c t iv e  

c l e a r l y  s t a t e d .  Searches o f  da tabases  such as E .R . I .C . ,  E.C.E.R. 

th e  Magazine Index o r  th e  Comprehensive D is s e r t a t io n  Index produced 

very l i t t l e  in  the  way o f  in fo rm ation  o r  re sea rc h  on the  s u b je c t .

14
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The need to  address  advocacy as a s p e c i f i c  is su e  f o r  th e se  programs 

appears to  be a f a i r l y  r e c e n t  phenomenon brought on by th e  changes 

in  the  so c ia l  and economic c l im a te  f o r  ed uca tion .

Recent S ta tu s  S tu d ies  f o r  S p e c i a l i s t  D irec ted  Programs

In the  p a s t  ten  y e a r s ,  th re e  major surveys o f  s p e c i a l i s t  

d i r e c te d  programming have been conducted in  M ichigan 's  p u b lic  

elem entary  sch o o ls .  Two su rv e y s ,  one in  January o f  1974 and one 

in  1979, were produced f o r  the  J o in t  L e g is la t iv e  Committee on the  

A rts  c h a ired  by S ta te  Sena to r  Jack Faxon. The th i r d  survey was 

done by Donald D. Kenney in  May o f  1977 (Faxon e t  a l . ,  1974, 1979;

Kenney, 1977).

Faxon's 1974 survey  c o l le c te d  d a ta  from a l l  le v e l s  o f  p u b lic  

school (grades 1-12) and was the  most comprehensive o f  the  th re e .

The survey was a p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  e f f o r t  to  a ss e ss  the  s t a t u s  o f  

the  A rts  in  Michigan in  the  a reas  o f :  Community A rts  O rg a n iz a t io n s ,  

P ub lic  Radio and T e le v is io n ,  the  Michigan Council f o r  th e  A r t s ,

P ub lic  Schools and C olleges and U n iv e r s i t i e s .

Two forms o f  th e  survey ins trum ent were used; one f o r  grades 

1 through 9 ,  and one f o r  grades 7 through 12. The o v e r lap  was 

necessary  to  account f o r  the  d i f f e r e n t  grade s t r u c tu r e s  a t  the  

b u i ld in g  leve l in  th e  v a rious  d i s t r i c t s .  Though the  same q u e s t io n n a ir e  

was used f o r  th e  in te rm e d ia te  and elem entary  l e v e l s ,  the  a n a ly s is  

o f  th e  d a ta  was considered  s e p a r a te ly .  Because t h i s  p re s e n t  s tudy
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i s  on ly  concerned w ith  the  e lem entary  d a ta ,  the  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  

Faxon's surveys w i l l  be l im i te d  to  those  f in d in g s .

The e lem entary  sample f o r  the  1974 survey amounted to  approx i

mately 20% o f  the  t o t a l  o f  Michigan e lem entary  schools  o r  469.

The sample inc luded  a p ro p o r t io n a l  a l l o c a t io n  accord ing  to  th re e  

c r i t e r i a :  d i s t r i c t  s i z e ,  grade c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and geographic 

lo c a t io n .  The d i s t r i c t  s i z e  was broken down accord ing  to  th re e  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s :  sm a l l—under 3000 s tu d e n ts  (N = 165), 

medium—3000 to  9,999 s tu d e n ts  (N = 165), and l a r g e —10,000 s tu d en ts  

and above (N = 139). Of the  469 schools  s e n t  su rv e y s ,  310 or 

66% re tu rn e d  th e  completed q u e s t io n a i r e .

In 1974, Faxon found t h a t  61% o f  th e  schools  responding had 

A rt programs w ith  a s p e c i a l i s t ,  75% had General Music programs,

90% had Instrum en ta l Music Programs, none had Drama, and only  3% 

re p o r te d  Dance programs.

In May o f  1977, Donald D. Kenney, then the  Superin tenden t 

o f  O v id -E ls ie  S choo ls ,  approached th e  Michigan A sso c ia t io n  o f  

Elementary School P r in c ip a l s  ( l a t e r  to  become th e  Michigan Elementary 

and Middle Schools P r in c ip a l s  A sso c ia t io n )  about doing a s tudy o f  

"Special S e rv ices  in  Michigan Elementary Schools" . With the  

coopera tion  o f  MAESP, Kenney surveyed one e lem entary  school p r in c ip a l  

in  each o f  the  ( th en )  534 d i s t r i c t s  in  Michigan. His d e c is io n  was 

based on th e  knowledge t h a t  th e  p r i n c i p a l s '  o rg a n iz a t io n  has had a 

h i s to r y  o f  a high r e tu rn  r a t e  fo r  surveys s e n t  to  i t s  membership.
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Of th e  534 surveys s e n t  o u t ,  421 o r  78.8% were re tu rn e d .

Kenney found t h a t  the  pe rcen tage  o f  schools  re p o r t in g  A rt programs 

had d ec lin ed  to  53.2%, Vocal Music was re p o r te d  In 83% o f  the  

d i s t r i c t s ,  Ins trum enta l Music was found in  74.5%, Physical Education 

in  81.2%, and Guidance Counseling was inc luded  by 19% o f  the  

d i s t r i c t s  responding. (Kenney, 1977).

Also in  1977, th e  Wisconsin School Music A sso c ia t io n  conducted 

a survey based on an o p in io n a i re  which was l ik ew ise  s e n t  to  e lem entary  

p r in c ip a l s  in  t h a t  s t a t e  to  gauge th e  s t a t u s  o f  e lem entary  Music 

programs. The t o t a l  response  r a t e  f o r  th e  Wisconsin s tudy  was 76%, 

lend ing  a d d i t io n a l  su p p o rt  f o r  using th e  e lem entary  p r in c ip a l  as a 

r e l i a b l e  pop u la t io n  f o r  the  r e tu rn  o f  surveys (Borowicz, 1977).

The J o i n t  L e g is la t iv e  Committee on the  A rts  conducted a second 

survey o f  A rts  programs in  Michigan schools  in  1979 w ith the  coop

e r a t io n  o f  th e  Michigan Department o f  Education.

Again th e  sample was based on enro llm en t s i z e  and c o n s is te d  

o f  169 d i s t r i c t s  broken down in to  th re e  c a te g o r ie s .  D i s t r i c t s  w ith  

en ro llm en ts  o f  3,999 o r  l e s s  (N = 92) were inc luded  in  the  "sm all" 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and comprised h a l f  o f  the  d i s t r i c t s  in  Michigan.

Ones w ith  s tu d e n t  en ro llm en ts  from 4000 to  11,999 were considered  

in  th e  "medium" ca teg o ry  (N = 5 9 ) ,  and d i s t r i c t s  w ith  en ro llm en ts  

o f  12,000 o r  more were pu t in  the  " la rg e"  ca tego ry  (N = 18).

The l a t t e r  ca teg o ry  was found to  se rve  80% o f  th e  t o t a l  s tu d e n ts  in  

Michigan.
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The 1979 s tu d y ,  l i k e  th e  e a r l i e r  one , surveyed a l l  l e v e l s  

and was broken down to  r e f l e c t  th e  d a ta  from two c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s :  

e lem entary  and secondary .

The f in d in g s  f o r  th e  elem entary  lev e l in d ic a te d  t h a t  57% o f  

the  schoo ls  in  th e  "small c a te g o ry ,  68.3% o f  the  school lab e led  

"medium", and 61% o f  th e  " la rg e"  d i s t r i c t s  rep o r ted  having Art 

programs. Music programs were found in  84% o f  the  small d i s t r i c t s ,  

95% o f  th e  "medium" o n es ,  and 83.5% o f  the  la rg e  school d i s t r i c t s .

When th e  d a ta  a re  examined in  terms o f  programs which a re  d i r e c te d  

by s p e c i a l i s t s ,  the  pe rcen tages  a re  57% f o r  A r t ,  87.5% f o r  Music,

2% f o r  Drama and 13% f o r  Dance with th e  s i z e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  

aggregated- (Faxon, e t  a l . ,  1979).

The r e l a t i v e l y  small sample s i z e  (when compared to  the  o th e r  

s tu d ie s )  and th e  r e s e a rc h e r s  i n a b i l i t y  to  f in d  in fo rm ation  on t h i s  

s tudy  beyond th e  b r i e f  r e p o r t  su p p lied  by the  Department o f  E duca tion , 

provoke some q u e s t io n s  about the  accuracy  o f  th e se  d a ta  and the  

methods used to  c o l l e c t  i t .  They a re  rep o r te d  here  as the  only 

da ta  a v a i l a b le  f o r  th e  s tu d y .

S ta tu s  Survey Impact 

Only one o f  th e  th r e e  surveys completed in Michigan had a 

measurable impact on th e  course  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs.

Faxon's 1974 survey  and accompanying comprehensive s t a t u s  

r e p o r t  on th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  Arts ac ro ss  the  broad spectrum o f  

involvement in  th e  s t a t e ,  was the  impetus fo r  many changes. The
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h i r in g  o f  an A rts  s p e c i a l i s t  f o r  A rt and Music by th e  Department 

o f  Education two y e a rs  p r i o r  to  the  survey r e p o r t ,  and the  r e p o r t  

i t s e l f ,  s e t  th e  s ta g e  f o r  in c reased  a c t i v i t y  based on the  

in fo rm ation  su p p l ie d  in  th e  s tu d y .

Table 2 .1  i s  a t im e - l in e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  even ts  in  th e  A rts  

in  Education t h a t  have t r a n s p i r e d  s in c e  1970. (Ad-Hoc Advisory 

Committee on the  A r t s ,  1975; MDE, 1980; MAAE, 1983).

The 1974 s tudy  gen era ted  th e  form ation  o f  the  Ad-Hoc Advisory 

Committee on th e  A rts  in  Education . Composed o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  major ed u ca tio n  and f in e  a r t s  educa tion  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

th e  committee met w ith  Mr. Gene Wenner o f  th e  John D. R o ck e fe l le r  I I I  

Fund to  produce th e  "Plan o f  Action fo r  the  A rts  in  Michigan Education". 

This p lan proposed th e  s ta te -w id e  conference  on the  Role o f  th e  Arts 

in  Michigan Education in  A pril  o f  1975, th e  d r a f t i n g  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

by Faxon's Committee which was e v e n tu a l ly  vetoed by th e  Governor, 

and th e  commitment o f  Dr. John P o r te r ,  S ta te  S u p er in ten d en t  o f  

P u b lic  In s t r u c t io n ,a n d  o th e rs  to  make th e  A rts  in  Education a more 

v ia b le  p a r t  o f  sch o o lin g  in  Michigan (Ad-Hoc Committee on th e  

A rts  in  E duca tion , 1975).

S p in o ffs  from t h i s  a c t i v i t y  were: seminars in  comprehensive 

a r t s  p lann ing  supported  by U.S.D.E. g ra n ts  in  1977, 1978 and 1979; 

the  development and implem entation o f  the  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Comprehen

s iv e  A rts  Planning h e ld  in  1980, 1981 and 1982; and th e  growth o f  

the  Michigan A ll ia n c e  fo r  A rts  Education.
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Table 2.1
(cant Events In the Arts In Education In Michigan 

1970-1983

Arts Included in Goal Five In "Common Goals o f Michigan 
Education".
Michigan Department of Education hires f i r s t  fu ll-tim e 
s ta f f  member for curriculum development in Art and Music.
Formation o f the Jo in t Legislative Committee on the Arts.
"Status of the Arts In Michigan” study begun.
Report on “The Status o f the A rts” published. $25,000 
for a s ta te  Mide conference fo r the Arts in Education 
appropriated by Legislature.
Ad-Hoc Advisory Committee on the Arts formed
Plan of Action for the Arts in Michigan Education completed.
Michigan Alliance for Arts Education is  organized.
Conference on the ro le  of Arts in  Michigan Education presented 
a t  Michigan S tate University.
B ill to support a new Fine Arts Unit a t M.O.E. Is passed by 
Legislature and vetoed by the Governor.
State Superintendent pledges to elevate the p rio rity  of 
the Arts In Michigan Education.
5 recomnendations submitted to  the S tate Board of Education 
fo r: formulation of an advisory council on the a r ts  In 
education for the board, inclusion of the a r ts  in  s ta te  
wide assessment programs, consultation with Hr. Gene Uenner 
of the J.D.R. 3rd Fund, establishment o f a task force to a s s is t 
Mr. Uenner, and recommendations o f support for a sim ilar 
Legislative B ill to  estab lish  a Fine Arts Unit.
The Legislature established the Arts In Education Advisory 
Council which acts as an advocate of and sounding board for 
Department o f Education and S tate Board of Education policies 
on the a r ts .
The Michigan Council for the Arts established an Arts in 
Education grant category and an Education Panel to  review 
school proposals and po licies affecting  the Council and schools. 
Two E.S.E.A. T itle  IVc projects in elementary integrated a rts  
programs funded in Michigan
Kenney study 1977
The Department o f Education organizes Task Force on the a rts  
in education.
Art included as a p ilo t te s t  in Michigan Education Assessment 
Program.
Compensatory Education developed a publication describing the 
ro le  of the a r ts  in aiding students to  gain basic sk i l ls  in 
reading and math, and workshops to Introduce the Idea to  T itle  I 
and A rtic le  3 d irec to rs .
Very Special Arts Festivals s ta rted  in  Michigan.
The State Board of Education passed a statement in support 
o f comprehensive a rts  planning in a l l  educational in s titu tio n s  
in  Michigan.
Three additional ESEA T itle  IVc a rts  programs are funded 
bringing the to ta l to five.
Faxon study. 1979.
Jo in t planning o f the Michigan Alliance fo r Arts Education, 
representing a ll  the a r ts  education associations in the s ta te ,  
and the Michigan Association o f Community Arts Agencies, 
representing community a r ts  councils, established the f i r s t  
In s titu te  fo r Comprehensive Arts Planning, 1n cooperation 
with the Michigan Department o f Education, the Michigan Council 
for the A rts, and a coalition  of in s titu tio n s  of higher 
education centered a t  Eastern Michigan University.
V.S.A.F held across s ta te .
End In s titu te  for Comprehensive Arts Planning.
V.S.A.F. held across s ta te .
3rd and fina l In s titu te  for Comprehensive Arts Planning held 
a t  Eastern Michigan University.
Center for Comprehensive Arts Planning established a t  E.M.U. 
V.S.A.F. held
Master Planning Retreat for Michigan Alliance for Arts Education. 
M.O.E. Arts S pecia lis t position vacated.
ICAP Regional Network established 
M.O.E. Arts Specia lis t position f i l le d  
Advocacy Directory published by ICAP and MAAE 
20 s ite s  hold V.S.A.F.
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While the  survey o f  Kenney (1977) and the  1979 survey o f  the  

J o in t  L e g is la t iv e  Committee added inform ation  to  t h i s  p ro c e ss ,  

they did  no t produce th e  groundswell o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  was i n i t i a t e d  

by th e  1974 s tudy  and th e  a d d i t io n  o f  a Fine A rts  S p e c i a l i s t  a t  

the  s t a t e  l e v e l .

N ational and S ta te  S tud ies  on the  
A rts  in  Education and General Education

In 1976 a t  a conference  in  Aspen, Colorado, E l l i o t  E isner 

c a l l e d  f o r  "a b i-annua l n a t io n a l  survey o f  the  a r t s  in  American 

schools  t h a t  would p rov ide  the  f i e l d  w ith  dependable s t a t u s  da ta  

on the  edu ca tio n a l  h e a l th  o f  the  a r t s " .  His s t a t u s  survey would 

in c lu d e :  " s t a t i s t i c a l  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  im portan t dimensions o f  the  

f i e l d  such a s ,  bu t no t l im i te d  t o ,  the  number o f  a r t s  te ac h e rs  working 

f u l l  time in  t h e i r  f i e l d s  in  elem entary  and secondary schools  and 

the tren d s  over time reg a rd in g  t h e i r  employment" (E is n e r ,  1976).

E i s n e r 's  c a l l ,  f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  has gone unheeded and 

unanswered. The n a t io n a l  s t a t u s  o f  a r t s  educa tion  i s  a patchwork 

o f  sketchy  o r  m issing  p ieces  from both the  s t a t e  p e rs p e c t iv e  as 

well as from s p e c i f i c  a reas  o f  Arts ed u ca tio n .

G en era l ly ,  more s tu d ie s  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  e lem entary  Music 

Education a re  to  be found in  the  l i t e r a t u r e  than s tu d ie s  on th e  o th e r  

s p e c i a l i s t  a reas  such as A r t ,  Physical Education , Dance o r  Drama.

This review o f  the  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  concern i t s e l f  w ith  only those  

s tu d ie s  which examine two o r  more o f  the  a reas  in  th e  p re se n t  

re se a rc h .
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In 1963, the  National Education A sso c ia t io n  conducted a 

n a t io n a l  survey  o f  programs in  A rt and Music in  the  sch o o ls .  (NEA, 

1963) The elem entary  f in d in g s  showed t h a t  97% o f  the  schools  

provided time fo r  formal o r  informal i n s t r u c t i o n  in  Music, while  

94% provided  time f o r  A r t .  When s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs were 

co n s id e re d ,  i t  was found t h a t  approxim ately  55 to  60% o f  the  

schoo ls  employed s p e c i a l i s t s  in  Music and 30% had Art te a c h e r s .

The s tudy  a ls o  showed t h a t  l a r g e r  schools  were more l i k e l y  to  

employ s p e c i a l i s t s  than the  sm a l le r  ones.

In an o th er  s tudy  completed t h a t  y e a r  on 1,489 elem entary  

s c h o o ls ,  Bozarth (1962) found t h a t  40% o f  the  schools  had no 

s p e c i a l i s t s  in  any a r e a ,  bu t o f  those  60% rem ain ing , 57% had Music 

t e a c h e r s ,  28% had P hysica l Education s p e c i a l i s t s ,  and only  15% 

employed A rt s p e c i a l i s t s .  Bozarth d id  no t f in d  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  the  s i z e  o f  the  school when compared to  th e  presence 

o f  s p e c i a l i s t s .

Nine y ea rs  l a t e r ,  th e  National Education A sso c ia t io n  again  

c o l l e c te d  d a ta  reg a rd in g  sp e c ia l  s u b je c t  te ac h e rs  a t  th e  e lem entary  

l e v e l .  (NEA 1972). The 1972 s tudy in d ic a te d  th a t  84% o f  th e  schools  

now had music s p e c i a l i s t s ,  55% o f  them employed A rt s p e c i a l i s t s  

and 74% had a r e g u la r  s p e c i a l i s t  in  Physical E ducation . Again the  

s i z e  o f  the  school was a f a c to r  w ith  the  l a r g e r  schools  r e p o r t in g  

h ig h e r  pe rcen tages  than the  sm a lle r  schools  in  t h i s  s tu d y .
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In 1978, th e  Wisconsin Research and Development C enter f o r

In d iv id u a l iz e d  Schooling undertook a s tudy o f  the  ro le  o f  s p e c i a l i s t

te ac h e rs  in  A r t ,  Music and Physical Education a t  200 schoo ls  from

15 s t a t e s  i d e n t i f i e d  as having In d iv id u a l ly  Guided Education ( I .G .E . ) .

The f in d in g s  o f  t h i s  survey  in d ic a te d  t h a t  80% o f  the  schools  had

Music s p e c i a l i s t s  s o le ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  in s t r u c t io n  in  Music,

72% had P hysica l Education s p e c i a l i s t s  and 54% had s p e c i a l i s t s  in

A rt .  (P e tz o ld ,  1978)

The Wisconsin s tudy  a l s o  found t h a t :

"There was l i t t l e  ev idence to  in d ic a te  t h a t  s p e c i a l i s t s  
and classroom  te ac h e rs  were working c o o p e ra t iv e ly  to  p lan  
and implement sp e c ia l  a rea  in s t r u c t io n a l  programs. Few 
classroom  te a c h e rs  were p re s e n t  during  th e  c la s s e s  tau g h t  
by s p e c i a l i s t s ,  p lann ing  se s s io n s  between th e se  two groups 
occur on ly  once a sem es te r ,  and th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  c l a s s 
room te a c h e rs  in d ic a te d  t h a t  s p e c i a l i s t s  d id  no t encourage 
them to  be p re s e n t  during  the  sp ec ia l  c la s s e s  o r  to  teach  
in  th e  s p e c ia l  a r e a .  F u r th e r ,  many s p e c i a l i s t s  d id  not 
b e l ie v e  t h a t  c lassroom  teach e rs  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  competent 
to  co n tinue  a sequence o f  in s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  had been 
i n i t i a t e d  by the  s p e c i a l i s t ,  and recommended s u b s ta n t i a l  
in s e r v ic e  work.".

This in fo rm a t io n ,  which i s  co rro b o ra ted  by evidence from the  

in te rv iew s  o f  respondents  in  t h i s  su rv ey , i s  the  b a s is  f o r  th e  

sp e c u la t io n  t h a t  s p e c i a l i s t  programs: (1) Do n o t  communicate well

w ith o th e r  a re a s  in  the  curricu lum  and t h e r e f o r e ,  c lassroom  

te ac h e rs  and a d m in is t r a to r s  a re  no t aware o r  knowledgeable about 

the  goals  and o b je c t iv e s  o f  the  programs, and (2) In s p i t e  o f  a l l  

o f  th e  im portan t ed u ca tio n a l  reasons fo r  th e se  programs, one o f  the  

prime reasons fo r  t h e i r  in c lu s io n  in  the  elem entary  cu rr icu lum  is  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  p rov ide  break-tim e f o r  th e  classroom  te a c h e r .
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The e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  s p e c i a l i s t s  and the  lack  o f  under

s tan d in g  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  the  school may have combined 

to  make the  s p e c i a l i s t  program an easy t a r g e t  during  times o f  

economic c r i s i s .

In a s tudy  based on d a ta  from school law p u b l ic a t io n s  from a l l  

f i f t y  s t a t e s ,  O g le tree  (.1979) examined th e  types o f  c u r r i c u la  

l e g i s l a t e d  by th e  s t a t e s .  While th e  s tudy  d id  no t d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

between e lem entary  and secondary programs, i t  d id  provide a p e r 

s p e c t iv e  on how our ed u ca tio n a l  systems mandate c e r t a in  a reas  

and n e g le c t  o th e r s .

The s tudy  showed t h a t  w h ile  66% o f  the  s t a t e s  had some l e g i s l a 

t i v e  requ irem ent f o r  P hysica l Education , le s s  than 6% mandated any 

f in e  o r  p r a c t i c a l  A rts  programs.

S tu d ies  have a l s o  been undertaken to  f in d  o u t what s tu d en ts  

know about the  A r ts .

The N ational Assessment o f  Educational P rogress  has r e c e n t ly  

r e le a s e d  two r e p o r ts  on s tu d ie s  done in  the  7 0 's .  E n t i t l e d  "Art 

and Young Americans 1974-79" and "Music 1971-79" (NAEP, 1981). 

S tud ies  in  A rt were conducted during  th e  1974-75 school y e a r  using  

a sample drawn from 32,000 s tu d e n ts  aged 9 ,  13 and 17 and again  

in  1978-79 us ing  the  same fo rm at.  The s tu d ie s  in  Music were done 

in  1971-72 and 1978-79 on a l ik e  amount o f  s tu d e n t s .

The suryey ! s f in d in g s  were mixed concerning the  d i f f e r e n t  

le v e l s  o f  knowledge, unders tand ing  and a p p re c ia t io n  evidenced over
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the  y e a r s  s tu d ie d ,  bu t in d ic a te d  a general tren d  downward in  most

c a te g o r ie s  fo r  both A rt  and Music.

A re c e n t  pu b lic  op in ion  survey f o r  th e  Michigan Board o f

Education shed some l i g h t  on what Michigan C it iz en s  th in k  about

the  a p p ro p r ia te n e s s  o f  t o d a y s c h o o l  cu rricu lum  (H ubbell,  Kazen,

1983). When asked to  su g g es t  ways to  change the  p re sen t  cu rr icu lu m ,

31.9% in d ic a te d  a need to  s t r e s s  the  b a s ic s  more, 3.1% suggested

"more o f  th e  a r t s " .

Respondents were a lso  asked in  an "open", f r e e  response  fash ion

to  s t a t e  t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  the  s k i l l s  needed to  "meet th e  needs

o f  l iv in g  in  to d a y 's  w orld" . Basic s k i l l s  again  topped the  l i s t .

The A rts  were n o t mentioned in  th e  f in d in g s .

As John Mftrrs o f  th e  Michigan A sso c ia t io n  o f  School Boards

s t a t e d  in  a re c e n t  a r t i c l e  about t h i s  s tu d y :

"The p u b l ic ,  g e n e r a l ly ,  has some d e f i n i t e  ideas  about how 
and what schoo ls  should  be. Sometimes, w ithou t an in fo rm ation  
base from which to  th in k  o th e rw ise ,  people r e s i s t  change.
I f  th e re  a re  com pelling reasons f o r  change—and th e se  
re p o r t s  s t r e s s  t h a t  th e re  a r e —then an enormous communications 
ta sk  i s  b e fo re  u s .  Vie have found again  and again  t h a t  w i th 
o u t p u b lic  u n d e rs tan d in g , the  su pport  base f o r  change i s  
no t th e r e . "  (.Morrs, 1983)

The Advocacy Movement 

Many people who a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  su p p o rt in g  s p e c i a l i s t  programs 

in  th e  A rts  a re  deeply  concerned about th e  way the  A rts  a re  under

s tood  by the  p u b l ic .  Changes in  the  s t a t u s  and p r i o r i t y  o f  th e se  

programs can n o t,  and w i l l  no t come w ithou t the  "enormous communications 

ta sk "  mentioned by Morrs. Where once s p e c i a l i s t s  could be f a i r l y
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complacent and secu re  in  t h e i r  r o l e s ,  they must now be e f f e c t iv e  

advocates  fo r  t h e i r  programs. This phenomenon has given r i s e  to  

a growing advocacy movement f o r  the  A rts  in  educa tion .

For th e  most p a r t ,  th e  le ad e rsh ip  f o r  t h i s  movement has not 

come from th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  in  the  f i e l d s  o f  A rts  

ed u ca tio n .

At th e  n a t io n a l  l e v e l ,  two groups have shared  the  le a d e rsh ip  

r o l e ;  th e  A r t s ,  Education and the  Americans, an outgrowth o f  the  

National Panel on the  A rts  Education and Americans, au thors  o f  

th e  p u b l ic a t io n  Coming To Our Senses (AEA, 1977) and supported 

by the  John D. R o ck e fe l le r  3rd Fund; and the  National A ll ia n c e  f o r  

A rts  E duca tion , lo c a ted  a t  th e  Kennedy C enter f o r  th e  Performing 

A rts  in  Washington and funded by th e  U.S. Department o f  Education.

The A r ts ,  Education and Americans group t r a c e s  i t s  beginnings 

back to  1968; "a w atershed y e a r"  fo r  th e  A rts  in  educa tion  accord ing  

to  Hoffa (1976). Kathryn Bloom, who was th e  head o f  the  A rts  and 

Humanities Program o f  th e  U.S. O ff ice  o f  E ducation , re s ig n ed  t h a t  

p o s t  to  become th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  the  J .D .R . 3rd Fund's A rts  in  General 

Education Program. Bloom b u i l t  the  program and s te e re d  i t  in  th e  

d i r e c t io n  o f  advocacy f o r  th e  Arts in  ed u ca tio n .  The cu lm ination  

o f  t h a t  phase was th e  h igh ly  c o n tro v e r s ia l  bu t comprehensive r e p o r t  

Coming To Our Senses which underscored " the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  A rts  

f o r  American Education". Produced by a panel o f  eminent a r t i s t s ,  

ed u ca to rs  and o th e r  well known le ad e rs  ch a ired  by David R o c k e fe l le r ,  J r . ,
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th e  r e p o r t  o u t l in e d  th e  s t r e n g th s  and weaknesses o f  the  A rts  In the  

American Educational system and made recommendations f o r  Improving i t .

The p re s e n t  day o rg a n iz a t io n  took i t s  name from th e  p an e l .

S t i l l  ch a ired  by David R o c k e fe l le r ,  J r . ,  th e  group has been a c t i v e  

in  re sea rc h in g  exemplary A rts  in  educa tion  programs and has 

pub lished  a s e r i e s  o f  10 monographs on advocacy techn iques  as well 

as a s l i d e - t a p e  p re s e n ta t io n  and audio p u b lic  s e r v ic e  announcements.

A re c e n t  development has been th e  g ro u p 's  a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  

the  Kennedy C en ter .  On A pril  1 , 1983, the  AEA's National Informa

t io n  C en ter  was moved to  Washington and housed in  th e  Kennedy 

C e n te r ’s Education O ff ice .  (AEA, 1983).

The o th e r  major le a d e r  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  A rts  Education Advocacy 

is  a l s o  lo c a te d  in  th e  Kennedy C en ter .  E s ta b l ish ed  w ith  th e  support  

o f  th e  U.S. Department o f  E duca tion , th e  A ll ia n c e  f o r  A rts  Education 

was formed in  1973 as th e  c e n te r  o f  a network o f  AAE Committees 

from a l l  50 s t a t e s .  As a program o f  th e  educa tion  o f f i c e  o f  Kennedy 

C en ter ,  th e  A l l ia n c e  has f o s te r e d  many p ro je c t s  such as th e  National 

Committee, A rts  f o r  th e  Handicapped and Programs f o r  C hild ren  and 

Youth (AAE, 1982).

The Michigan A l l ia n c e  f o r  A rts  E duca tion , i s  p a r t  o f  the  

n a t io n a l  network. The MAAE has provided le a d e rsh ip  in  our s t a t e  in  

advoca ting  th e  A rts  through the  sponsorsh ip  o f  two s i g n i f i c a n t  

p r o j e c t s .

The I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Comprehensive A rts  P lanning was a th re e  

y e a r  p r o j e c t ,  funded in  p a r t  by the  C.S. Mott Foundation and the
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Michigan Council f o r  th e  A r ts .  Sponsored by the  MAAE, the  Michigan 

Department o f  Education and th e  Michigan A ssoc ia tion  o f  Community 

A rts  Agencies and lo c a ted  a t  E astern  Michigan U n iv e rs i ty ,  ICAP has 

been su ccess fu l  in  t r a in in g  56 school/community teams to  plan fo r  

b e t t e r  comprehensive A rts  programs in  t h e i r  a r e a s .  A reg iona l 

network o f  th e se  teams has been e s ta b l i s h e d  and a c e n te r  fo r  i n f o r 

mation has been c re a te d  a t  E.M.U. (MAAE, 1983).

The Very Special A rts  F e s t iv a ls  in  Michigan have served  as 

an A rts  exper ience  f o r  handicapped s tu d en ts  in  ou r s t a t e  f o r  the  

l a s t  5 y e a r s .  Twenty s i t e s ,  u su a l ly  found a t  th e  in te rm ed ia te  

d i s t r i c t  l e v e l ,  were co o rd ina ted  by th e  MAAE and the  Department 

o f  Education in  1983.

Though the  A.A.E. and th e  A.E.A. have provided the  le ad e rsh ip  

f o r  advocacy o f  a l l  the  A r ts ,  P ro fe ss io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and o th e rs  

have a lso  made a c o n t r ib u t io n .

In 1978, the  A ll ia n c e  coo rd ina ted  meetings o f  n a t io n a l  lev e l 

p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  fo r  elem entary  and secondary p r in c ip a l s  

(NAESP and NASSP), school a d m in is t ra to rs  (AASA), school boards 

(NSBA) and th e  Council o f  Chief S ta te  School O ff ic e rs  (CCSSO) 

w ith  r e p re s e n ta t io n  a t  each meeting from the  A rt educa to rs  (NAEA), 

th e  music ed u ca to rs  (MENC), and Theatre  and Dance educa to rs  (ATA and 

NDA). The ch a llen g e  p resen ted  in  each o f  the  meetings was to  d e t e r 

mine how b e s t  to  c r e a te  e f f e c t i v e  advocates f o r  a r t s  ed uca tion .

The outcome o f  th e  meetings was a r e p o r t  w ith  recommendations on 

how t h i s  could be b e s t  accomplished (AAE, 1978).
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Most o f  the  p ro fe s s io n a l  Arts In educa tion  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

produce advocacy m a te r ia l s  f o r  the  use o f  t h e i r  members, bu t very 

l i t t l e  has been evidenced in  the  way o f  concerned e f f o r t s  fo r  

n a t io n a l  advocacy programs.

One excep tion  has been the  National A rt Education A ssoc ia tion  

which has promoted and used th e  theme o f  "Art in  th e  Mainstream" 

during  the  l a s t  two y e a r s ,  s e l l i n g  th e  idea  o f  exper iences  in  Art 

as a form o f  work, a language system and way o f  sharpen ing  our 

a b i l i t y  to  form value  systems (Feldman, 1982). But th e  g u l f  between 

th e  r h e to r i c  and a c t io n  based p lans  i s  wide and t r a v e rs e d  by few.

Some s t a t e s  have pub lished  exemplary book le ts  on how to  advo

c a te  the  A r ts .  New J e r s e y ,  through t h e i r  Education Improvement 

C enter in  P r in c e to n ,  prov ides  th e  f i e l d  w ith Speaking Up About th e  

A rts  and Support f o r  School A rts  Programs (S te r l in g /B o l in  1981, 82 ) .  

These "how to  do i t "  books su g g es t:  "What to  say about a r t s  educa tion

in  your community . . .  and how to  say i t  e f f e c t i v e l y " .  The answers 

to  th e se  q u e s t io n s  p rov ide  the  meat o f  most advocacy menus.

How th e  A rts  Are Advocated:
R heto ric  About th e  Need Tor A rts  in  Education

The b a s ic  assumption behind a l l  A rts  advocacy i s  t h a t  th e  Arts 

p rov ide  something t h a t  o th e r  forms o f  knowledge and ex p er ien ce  cannot 

o f f e r .  This assumption a lso  in c lu d es  the  no tion  t h a t  the  A rts  a re  

fundamental to  th e  growth and development o f  any complete human 

being  and should be b a s ic  experiences  in  pu b lic  e d u ca tio n .  These
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assumptions a re  m an ifes ted  in  va rious  forms in  the  l i t e r a t u r e .

The fo llow ing  re p re s e n ts  a small sampling o f  t h i s  f i e l d  o f  

in fo rm atio n .

With th e  excep tio n  o f  a handful o f  r e l ig io u s  fu n d am en ta l is ts  

who o b je c t  to  "humanism" o f  any k in d , few people a re  r e a l l y  a g a in s t  

the  A rts  in  ed uca tion  o r  anywhere e l s e .  The problem l i e s  in  the  

degree o f  su p p o rt  and th e  p r i o r i t y  o f  the  Arts when compared to  

o th e r  ex p er ien ces .

The r e p o r t  o f  th e  National Commission o f  Excellence in  

Education A Nation a t  R isk: the  Im pera tive  fo r  Educational Reform,

i s  a good example o f  t h i s  p o s i t i v e ,  y e t  low p r i o r i t y ,  a t t i t u d e  

(NCEE, 1983). The 65 page r e p o r t  p a in ts  a somber toned p ic tu r e  o f  

the  s t a t e  o f  educa tion  and p re se n ts  recommendations f o r  ad d ress in g  

th e  problems. Though th e  r e p o r t  recommends: " su b jec ts  t h a t  advance 

s tu d e n t 's  p e rs o n a l ,  ed u ca tio n a l  and occupationa l goals such as the  

f in e  and perform ing a r t s  and vo ca tio n a l e d u ca t io n " ,  they  see  them as 

a "complement ( to )  th e  New B as ic s" .  At the  elem entary  lev e l  they 

recommend "p rov id ing  a sound base" f o r  f u r th e r  s tudy a t  th e  secon

dary le v e l "  coached in  language t h a t  in d ic a te s  a p r e d is p o s i t io n  

to  achievement r a t h e r  than  exper ience  as proposed by Dewey,

(Dewey, 1934, 1938).

The College B oard 's  r e p o r t  on Academic P rep a ra t io n  f o r  College 

o f f e r s  a b i t  more fo rc e fu l  su g g es tio n  say ing : "College e n t r a n ts  

w i l l  a l s o  p r o f i t  from . . . in te n s iv e  p re p a ra t io n  in  a t  l e a s t  one 

o f  the  fou r  a re a s  o f  the  a r t s :  v isu a l  a r t s ,  t h e a t e r ,  music and dance",
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bu t do n o t  l i s t  them by name in  th e  "Basic Academic Competencies"

(C ollege  Board, 1983).

In a survey a t  th e  1977 National School B oard 's  A ss o c ia t io n ,

respondents  were asked which s u b je c ts  they regard  as b a s ic  f o r

every  c h i ld .  Only 24% o f  the  school board members p o l le d  inc luded

A rt as a b a s ic .  38% o f  the  su p e r in ten d en ts  in d ic a te d  A rt on t h e i r

l i s t .  (NSBA, 1978)

An im portan t p o in t  to  again underscore  a t  t h i s  time i s  t h a t

no re a l  debate  i s  ta k in g  p lace  about whether o r  not the  a r t s  a re

a b a s ic  p a r t  o f  ed u ca t io n .  The l i t e r a t u r e  dem onstrates  a uniform

tendency to  be p o s i t iv e  about the  s u b je c t ,  bu t v a r ie s  in  degrees

from p o s i t io n s  which in d ic a te  n e g lec t  to  the  most e v a n g e l ic a l .

For th e  purposes o f  t h i s  s tudy  i t  would be unproductive  and

perhaps im possib le  to  l i s t  a l l  o f  th e  reasons why in d iv id u a ls  th in k

th e  A rts  should  be a b a s ic  in  e d u ca tio n .  That ta sk  would seem to

be an a p p ro p r ia te  s tu d y  f o r  the  f u tu r e .  However, i t  would seem

im portan t to  note  some o f  the  primary p o s i t io n s  taken in  the  f i e l d

by some o f  the  b e t t e r  known s c h o la r s .

John Goodlad proposes a th re e  pronged argument f o r  the

support  o f  comprehensive programs in  A rts  educa tion :

" F i r s t ,  the  A rts  a re  recognized and e s ta b l i s h e d  in  the  e x i s t in g  
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  goals  o f  educa tion  and schoo ling  in  the  United 
S t a t e s .  Second, we have s u f f i c i e n t  in s ig h t  in to  human beings 
to  know t h a t  the  A rts  have a c e n t r a l ,  no t a p e r ip h e ra l  r o le  to  
p lay  in  t h e i r  f u l l  development. T h ird ,  the  A rts  as a domain 
o f  human exper ience  and a c t i v i t y  have so much to  o f f e r  t h a t  
t h e i r  n e g le c t  in  general educa tion  i s  a form o f  s o c i e t a l  and 
in d iv id u a l  d e p r iv a t io n ."  (Goodlad, 1980)
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Goodlad punctuates  t h a t  s ta tem en t w ith  a s im ple : "The Arts

a re  no t an educa tiona l o p t io n ;  they a re  a b a s ic " .  (Goodlad, 1980) 

S tan ley  Madeja, t a lk in g  about why we have A rts  e d u ca tio n ,

say s :

"The goal in  A rts  educa tion  i s  to  provide in s t r u c t io n  t h a t  
a llows s tu d e n ts  to  become d is c r im in a t in g  about and s e n s i t i v e  
to  th e  v i s u a l ,  a u r a l ,  and k in e t i c  d a ta  ga thered  o r  rece ived  
from th e  Arts  o b je c t /ev en t/en v iro n m en t and to  encourage 
to  an a ly se  t h i s  d a ta  us ing  a e s th e t i c  c r i t e r i a . "  (Madeja, 1978)

In s t a t i n g  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  the  Council f o r  Basic Education ,

C l i f to n  Fadiman ex p la ined  t h a t  b a s ic  ed u ca tio n :

"concerns i t s e l f  w ith those  m a tte rs  which, once le a rn ed ,  
enab le  the  s tu d e n t  to  le a rn  a l l  o th e r  m a t te r s ."  (Fadiman, 1959)

Yet an o th er  member o f  th e  same o rg a n iz a t io n  puts  the  A rts  in

t h a t  c a teg o ry :

"The Council f o r  Basic Education b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  A r t s ,  
p ro p e r ly  de fined  and well t a u g h t ,  have g e n e ra t iv e  powers, 
and t h a t  the  a r t s  should be inc luded  among the  b a s ic  
s u b je c ts  a l l  s tu d en ts  take  in  s ch o o l" .  (Down, 1979)

Martin Engel in d ic a te s  some o f  those  "g en e ra t iv e  powers" in

developing fo u r  p o in ts  about language and meaning:

1. "We have many languages , and most o f  them (such as 
drawing and body language) a re  no t v e rb a l .

2. We language what we th in k  and know; t h a t  i s ,  our 
c o g n i t iv e  fu n c t io n in g  m an ife s ts  i t s e l f  through 
myriad languages.

3. Though we can i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s e p a ra te  co g n it io n  from 
verbal and non-verbal languages , emphasizing verbal 
d isco u rse  and t r i v i a l i z i n g  a l l  the  non-verbal codes,
i t  i s  most l i k e l y  t h a t  they a re  in e x t r ic a b ly  in te r tw in e d .

4. Basic s k i l l s ,  as p re s e n t ly  unders tood , address  only one 
h a l f  o f  one h a l f  o f  the  i s s u e :  They s t r e s s  only the  form,
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r a t h e r  than th e  co n ten t  o r  meanings in h e re n t  in  the  
language, and they inc lude  only  verbal and mathematical 
forms o f  symbolic co d es , and none o f  the  o th e r s .  The 
f a l l a c y  l i e s  in  the  presumption t h a t  the  verbal and 
mathematical in c lude  a l l  meanings necessa ry  f o r  a d u l t  
f u n c t io n in g ."  (E ngel, 1979)

Rudolf Arnheim su g g es ts  t h a t :

" the  a r t s  a re  th e  most powerful means o f  s tren g th en in g  
the  p e rcep tu a l  component w ithou t which p roduc tive  
th in k in g  i s  im possib le  in  any f i e l d  o f  endeavor."
(Arnheim, 1969)

In an a r t i c l e  t h a t  proposes t h a t  "RT" should be considered

the  fo u r th  "R" in  th e  c u rr icu lu m , Harry Broudy says :

"A es th e tic  ex p er ien ce  i s  b a s ic  because i t  i s  a primary form 
o f  experience  on which a l l  c o g n i t io n ,  judgment, and a c t io n  
depend. I t  i s  th e  fundamental and d i s t i n c t i v e  power o r  image 
making by th e  im ag in a tio n .  I t  fu rn ish e s  the  raw m a te r ia l  
f o r  concepts  and ideas  f o r  c r e a t in g  a world o f  p o s s i b i l i t y .  
T h eo lo g ica lly  i t  may be t r u e  t h a t  in  th e  beginning was the  
word, bu t h i s t o r i c a l l y  i t  was probably th e  image o r  a 
word-image t h a t  came f i r s t . "  (Broudy, 1977)

But th e  r e a l i t i e s  in  educa tion  today t e l l  us t h a t  the  a r t s

a re  no t b a s ic  to  most s t u d e n t 's  educa tion  in  s p i t e  o f  a l l  th e

evidence and p h i lo so p h ica l  r a t i o n a l e .  I f  t h i s  s tudy  inc luded  a l l

o f  the  good reasons why the  A rts  a re  im portan t o r  n e ce ssa ry ,  i t

would no t change th e  p re s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o r  a l t e r  th e  p u b l i c ' s

op in ion  one b i t .

Jerome Hausman pu ts  the  problem in  p e r s p e c t iv e :

" I t  i s  a l l  well and good to  t a l k  o r  w r i te  about th e  value o f  
th e  a r t s .  I t  i s  ano ther  o rd e r  o f  b us iness  to  f ig u r e  ou t 
what i s  to  be done in  sch o o ls .  I t  i s  one th in g  to  a s s e r t  
general p ro p o s i t io n s  about th e  a r t s  in  r e l a t i o n  to  human 
ex p e r ien ce ;  i t  i s  s t i l l  an o th er  to  develop c l e a r  ' t r a n s l a t i o n s '  
as to  what i s  to  be done w ith the  l iv e s  o f  p e o p le ."  (Hausman,1980)
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Summary

This review o f  th e  c u r re n t  l i t e r a t u r e  was addressed  to  to p ic s  

r e l a t e d  to :

1. The h i s to r y  o f  s t a t u s  s tu d ie s  o f  e lem entary  s p e c i a l i s t  
programs in  Michigan.

2. The impact o f  those  s tu d ie s  in  Michigan.

3. N ational and s t a t e  s tu d ie s  on the  A rts  in  Education 
and General Education.

4. The n a t io n a l  and s t a t e  advocacy movement.

5. How th e  A rts  a re  advocated.

Three major surveys o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming a t  

the  e lem entary  le v e l  in  Michigan were examined. S tud ies  o f  A rts  

programs were conducted by the  J o in t  L e g is la t iv e  Committee on the  

A rts  in  1974 and 1979. A s tudy  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  s e rv ic e s  in  A r t ,

Music, Physical Education and Guidance Counseling was done by 

Donald Kenney in  1977. The f in d in g s  o f  the  s tu d ie s  dem onstrated 

a gradual d e c l in e  in  th e  programs over the  y e a r s .

Of th e  th re e  su rv e y s ,  Faxon's 1974 s tudy had the  g r e a t e s t  

impact on Michigan e d u ca tio n .  This was due to  th e  emphasis p laced  

on the  A rts  by the  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee a t  t h a t  t im e; the  e f f e c t  

o f  a new p o s i t io n  in  th e  Department o f  Education ass igned  to  A rt;  

and th e  emergence o f  committees and o rg a n iz a t io n s  to  address  the  

problems i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  d a ta .  Though the  impact d id  not a l t e r  

the  course  o f  d e c l in in g  programs, many o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  genera ted  

were b e n e f ic ia l  to  the  A rts  in educa tion  fo r  Michigan. The remaining 

surveys had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on ed u ca tio n .
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Few n a t io n a l  lev e l  surveys have been taken on s p e c i a l i s t  

programs. Two surveys by th e  NEA, one in  1962 and th e  second in  

1972 c o n s t i tu t e d  most o f  the  knowledge and in fo rm ation  found 

about s p e c i a l i s t  programs. Music was found to  have conducted more 

da ta  g a th e r in g  about i t s  programs than e i t h e r  A rt  o r  Physical 

Education . Data on Dance and Drama a t  the  e lem entary  lev e l was 

no t found.

Inform ation  from a survey  o f  200 I.G .E . schoo ls  in d ic a te d  t h a t  

the  c lassroom  te a c h e rs  were u s u a l ly  no t p re se n t  during  the  s p e c ia 

l i s t  p e r io d s  and t h a t  th e  s p e c i a l i s t  p re fe r re d  t h e i r  being o u t  o f  

the  room. There was a l s o  evidence o f  a p a t te rn  o f  programming t h a t  

had more to  do w ith a t e a c h e r ' s  break time than o th e r  edu ca tio n a l  

reaso n s .

Other s tu d ie s  inc luded  NAEP t e s t i n g  in Art and Music in  the  

e a r ly  and l a t e  s e v e n t ie s  and c u r r e n t  opin ion  p o l l s  conducted by 

the  Michigan Department o f  Education .

The A rts  advocacy movement was ap p ra ised  from th e  n a t io n a l  

and s t a t e  p e r s p e c t iv e .  The l i t e r a t u r e  in d ic a te d  t h a t  much o f  the  

le a d e rsh ip  f o r  th e se  movements came from sources  o u ts id e  o f  the  

p ro fe s s io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  r e p re se n t in g  s p e c i a l i s t s .  Though the  

p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  d id  have advocacy m a te r ia l s  a v a i l a b l e ,  

much o f  th e  v is io n  fo r  u n i f i e d  e f f o r t s  was su p p lied  by the  John D. 

R o ck e fe l le r  the  3rd Fund through the A r t s ,  Education and Americans 

group and th e  A ll ia n c e  f o r  A rts  Education in  Washington.
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The review a l s o  found l i t t l e  s u b s ta n t ia l  o p p o s i t io n  to  A rts  

programs b u t t h a t  much apathy  and n e g le c t  has led  to  a low p r i o r i t y  

f o r  most.

The l i t e r a t u r e  rev ea led  an overwhelming a r ra y  o f  reasons f o r  

A rts  programs in  ed u ca t io n .  The review made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  th e re  

was no th ing  approaching a c o n s i s t e n t  and c l e a r  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  th e se  

programs and t h a t  f u r t h e r  s tudy  in  t h i s  a rea  i s  needed in  o rd e r  

to  p rov ide  s i g n i f i c a n t  and com pelling reasons t h a t  could be communi

ca ted  d i r e c t l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y .  Chapter I I  was c lo sed  on the  

no te  t h a t  what was needed was a b r idge  between the  r h e to r i c  and 

a c t io n  and t h a t  changes a f f e c t in g  in d iv id u a ls  would be slow and 

d i f f i c u l t .

Chapter I I I  e x p la in s  the  methodology used to  conduct a 

survey o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  Michigan.



CHAPTER I I I  

DESIGN OF THE STUDY

In tro d u c t io n

This s tudy  i s  based on a survey o f  529 K-12 p u b lic  school 

d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  S ta te  o f  Michigan. Because n e i th e r  the  S ta te  

Department o f  Education nor th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  involved 

keep a reco rd  o f  th e  lev e l  o f  programming in  the  a reas  in  q u e s t io n ,  

th e  s tudy  was n ecessa ry  to  p rovide  the  b a s ic  in fo rm atio n .

Support f o r  th e  s tudy  has come from v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  the  

o rg a n iz a t io n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  having i n t e r e s t  in  the  d a ta .  

P r in c ip a l  among th e se  has been the  In s t r u c t io n a l  S p e c i a l i s t  Program 

and th e  R esearch , E valua tion  and Assessment Serv ices  o f  the  

Michigan Department o f  Education , and th e  Michigan A ll ia n c e  fo r  

A rts  Education . The Michigan A ll ia n c e  f o r  A rts  Education is  an 

um brella  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l  groups and in d iv id u a ls  with 

broad i n t e r e s t s  in  the  A rts  in  Education and i s  a f f i l i a t e d  with the  

National A l l ia n c e  fo r  A rts  Education which is  funded by the  

United S ta te s  Department o f  Education and lo ca ted  in  the  John F. 

Kennedy C enter f o r  Performing A rts  in  Washington D.C.

R estatem ent o f  th e  Purposes o f  th e  Study

The purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy  was to  update the  in fo rm ation  on 

th e  p resence  and suspec ted  d e c l in e  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs 

a t  th e  elem entary  lev e l  in  Michigan p u b l ic  sch o o ls .  The study
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inc ludes  q u es t io n s  concerning  programs in  Visual A r t ,  Vocal (General) 

Music, Ins trum en ta l Music (Band and O rc h e s t ra ) ,  Drama, Dance, Physical 

Education and Guidance C ounseling. I t  a l s o  inc ludes  q u es tions  

concern ing  th e  growth, d e c l in e  o r  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e se  programs 

over the  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  th e  perce ived  reasons f o r  change, and 

a d d i t io n a l  p e rcep tio n s  about the  f u tu r e  o f  the  programs. I t  was 

expected  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  concerns would shed some l i g h t  on th e  e f f e c t  

o f  advocacy programs f o r  th e se  a re a s .

A second purpose o f  the  s tudy was to  p rovide  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r 

mation on programming accord ing  to  s p e c i f i c  d i s t r i c t  lo c a t io n .

In t h i s  s e n s e ,  the  s tudy  might provide a more p re c is e  d e f in i t i o n  o f  

th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  programs to  f a c to r s  such as s t a t e  formula funding , 

s p e c i a l i s t - s t u d e n t  r a t i o s ,  and geographical p a t t e r n s .

P opu la tion  and Sample 

The p o p u la t io n  s e le c te d  fo r  the  survey was e lem entary  p r in c ip a l s  

in  th e  S ta te  o f  Michigan. The sample inc luded  one e lem entary  p r in c ip a l ,  

randomly s e le c te d  from each o f  the  529 d i s t r i c t s  in  the  s t a t e  having 

ed u ca tio n a l  programs spanning K indergarten  through the  12th grade.

An ex cep tion  to  t h i s  procedure was made to  deal with the  15 d i s t r i c t s  

having more than 20 e lem entary  sch o o ls .

The popu la t io n  was i d e n t i f i e d  through th e  use o f  the  1983 

Michigan Education D irec to ry  and B uyer 's  Guide. This commercial 

p u b l ic a t io n  l i s t s  a l l  schools  in  the  s t a t e  o f  Michigan along with 

th e  a d d re s s e s ,  phone numbers and p r in c ip a l  o f  each sch o o l.
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Because th e re  a re  a c tu a l ly  574 d i s t r i c t s  l i s t e d  p rovid ing  

ed u ca tio n  between the  grades o f  K-12, th e  popu la tion  was f u r th e r  

d e fined  to  in c lude  on ly  th e  529 d i s t r i c t s  o f f e r in g  f u l l  K-12 programs. 

For i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p u rposes , each o f  th e  529 d i s t r i c t s  were ass igned  

a number from 1 through 529, l i s t e d  accord ing  to  the  a lp h a b e t ic a l  

o rd e r  o f  t h e i r  p o s ta l  a d d re ss .

Within each d i s t r i c t ' s  l i s t i n g  o f  elem entary  sch o o ls ,  each 

school was ass igned  a co n secu tiv e  number from 1 through the  t o t a l  

number o f  s c h o o ls .  Using a random number ta b le  found in  Runyon 

and H aber 's  Fundamentals o f  Behavioral S t a t i s t i c s  (1980 t a b le  Q 

page 411), one e lem entary  school and i t s  p r in c ip a l  in  each d i s t r i c t  

was s e le c te d  f o r  th e  sample.

An excep tion  to  t h i s  procedure was made f o r  th e  15 l a r g e s t  

d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  s t a t e ,  having more than 20 elem entary  schools  l i s t e d .  

Because o f  th e  s i z e  o f  th e se  d i s t r i c t s ,  a d e c is io n  was made to  

p e rs o n a l ly  c o n ta c t  the  c e n t r a l  a d m in is t r a to r s  having th e  r e s p o n s ib i 

l i t y  f o r  e lem entary  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs. In some cases t h i s  

was th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  e lem entary  programs and in  o th e rs  th e  s p e c i f i c  

c o o rd in a to r  f o r  th e se  programs were i d e n t i f i e d .

A l i s t  o f  th e  529 names included in  the  sample was prepared 

in  xerox lab e l  format w ith  each d i s t r i c t ' s  3 d i g i t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

number appearing  in  th e  upper l e f t  co rn e r  o f  the  l a b e l .  The la b e l s  

were used to  mail th e  survey  packets  and were a l s o  p laced  on th e  survey 

as a r e tu rn  address  as one means to  p o s i t iv e ly  id e n t i f y  the  source 

o f  d a ta .
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Development o f  th e  Survey Instrum ent

The survey in s trum en t was roughly designed along the  l in e s  

o f  Kenney’s survey in  1977. This was done to  a llow  s p e c i f i c  compari

sons o f  d a ta  from each source  to  measure any change over tim e.

The in s trum en t was designed to  g a th e r  both the  hard d a ta  such 

as numbers o f  programs, s p e c i a l i s t s ,  e t c .  and the  p e rcep tio n s  o f  the  

respondents  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  t h e i r  op in ions and knowledge o f  the  

in n e r  workings o f  th e  d i s t r i c t .  While th e  l a t t e r  was no t a f e a tu r e  

o f  the  Kenney s u r v e y , i t  was inc luded  to  e l i c i t  a focus f o r  advocacy 

e f f o r t s  and a lso  to  i d e n t i f y  p o s s ib le  s i t e s  o f  e f f e c t i v e  advocacy.

Special c o n s id e ra t io n s  were made to  in s u re  a high re tu rn  r a t e

f o r  th e  su rvey . The d e c is io n  to  r e j e c t  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  de rived  

sampling o f  th e  529 d i s t r i c t s  in  fav o r  o f  using th e  e n t i r e  f i e l d  o f  

d i s t r i c t s  p laced  a high p r i o r i t y  on a c re d ib le  r e tu rn  r a t e  to  produce 

r e l i a b l e  r e s u l t s .  In o rd e r  to  have both an a c c u ra te  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e se  programs s t a t e  w ide, as well as the  s p e c i f i c  

in fo rm ation  from in d iv id u a l  l o c a t io n s ,  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  the  

fo llow ing  n ine  f a c to r s  was im pera tive :

1. Sponsorship

2. Inpu t from p ro f e s s io n a ls  in  the  f i e l d

3. Graphic design  and format

4. Ease o f  com pleting and m ailing

5. S e le c t io n  o f  e lem entary  p r in c ip a l s  as r e c ip ie n t s  
o f  th e  survey
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6. E f f e c t iv e  fo llow -up  o f  non-respondents

7. S pec ia l hand ling  o f  la rg e  d i s t r i c t s

8. Data keying c a p a b i l i t y

9. In c e n t iv e  f o r  r e tu rn

The sponso rsh ip  o f  th e  survey was im portan t to  e s t a b l i s h  

the  i n i t i a l  o r  f i r s t  c o n ta c t  v a l i d i t y  o f  the  p r o je c t .

On October 27, 1982, th e  Michigan A ll ia n c e  f o r  A rts  Education 

was approached a t  i t s  genera l membership meeting w ith  a proposal to

sponsor p a r t  o f  th e  survey  in  r e tu rn  f o r  th e  d a ta  on the  s t a t u s  o f

e lem entary  a r t s  programs in  Michigan. The MAAE agreed to  take  p a r t  

in  th e  v en tu re  as a co -sponsor and have i t s  name used in  the  p ro cess .

In November 1982, p re l im in a ry  d iscu ss io n s  w ith  th e  Michigan 

Department o f  Education were begun concerning th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  the  

departm ent p lay ing  a r o le  in  th e  su rvey . Because the  d a ta  gained 

would seem to  be most u se fu l to  the  In s t r u c t io n a l  S p e c i a l i s t s  Program, 

Dr. T eressa  S ta te n ,  then th e  a c t in g  su p e rv iso r  o f  t h a t  u n i t ,  was 

co n tac ted  and p re sen ted  w ith th e  id e a .  A fa v o rab le  i n i t i a l  response 

was followed by d is c u s s io n s  w ith Dr. Paul Novak o f  th e  D epartm ent's  

R esearch , E va lua tion  and Assessment Program concerning any p o s s ib le  

c o n f l i c t s  w ith  ongoing work in  the  departm ent and s p e c i f i c  a reas  

where th e  M.D.E. might be h e lp f u l .  These p re l im in a ry  d is c u s s io n s  

preceded th e  formal re q u e s t  f o r  co -sponso rsh ip  on January  25, 1983, 

to  Dr. S ta te n  which r e s u l t e d  in  th e  necessary  c lea ra n c es  from Dr.

David Donovan, Head o f  th e  Technical A ss is tan ce  and E valua tion  

S e rv ice s  s e c t io n  and th e  f i n a l  commitment o f  th e  Department to  

co -sponsor the  su rvey .
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Also in  November o f  1982, Mr. William Mays, J r . ,  Executive 

S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  Michigan Elementary and Middle School P r in c ip a ls  

A sso c ia t io n  was co n tac ted  to  secu re  th e  endorsement o f  MEMSPA f o r  

the  su rv ey . Mr. Mays agreed  to  make th e  proposal an agenda item  a t  

th e  A s s o c ia t io n 's  Board o f  D ire c to rs  meeting in  January  where i t  was 

san c tio n ed  by th e  group.

The co -sponso rsh ip  and endorsement campaign allowed th e  survey 

to  be s e n t  o u t w ith  a cover l e t t e r  signed  by Dr. P h i l l i p  Runkel fo r  

th e  Department o f  E duca tion , Mr. William Mays f o r  MEMSPA and Frank 

P h i l ip  f o r  the  A l l ia n c e .  All correspondence bore the  names o f  the  

th re e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and t h e i r  l e t t e r h e a d / lo g o  p rov id ing  th e  recog

n i t i o n  needed to  a ssu re  a good response .

The second c o n s id e ra t io n  was fo r  c r i t i c a l  adv ice  and in p u t 

from p ro f e s s io n a ls  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  th e  A rts  in  Education , the  o th e r  

sp e c ia l  a re a s  to  be su rveyed , and assessm ent and e v a lu a t io n  personnel 

w ith  s k i l l s  in  in s trum en t design  and im plem entation.

One o f  th e  f i r s t  in d iv id u a ls  to  be con tac ted  was Dr. Donald 

Kenney, now S u p er in ten d en t  o f  Southgate  Schools . Kenney's re sea rch  

in  1977 provided  the  p ro to ty p e  f o r  t h i s  re sea rc h  and dem onstrated 

th e  r e l i a b l y  high r e tu r n  r a t e  o f  surveys s e n t  to  e lem entary  p r i n c i p a l s .  

Dr. Kenney a ls o  provided  m anuscrip ts  o f  h is  r e p o r t  and copies  o f  the  

in s tru m en t used as well as some in s ig h t  about th e  p rocess  o f  s e l e c t in g  

th e  p r in c ip a l s  in  the  d i s t r i c t s  and methods f o r  the  fo llow -up  o f  

non-responden ts .
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C o n su lta t io n  w ith  Dr. E r ic  Gordon o f  I n s t ru c t io n a l  Development 

E va lua tion  A sso c ia tes  re g a rd in g  th e  fo rm ula tion  o f  th e  q u es t io n s  and 

th e  a p p ro p r ia te  design  to  ach ieve  th e  needed da ta  r e s u l t e d  in  the  

b a s ic  form at o f  th e  survey in s tru m en t.

D iscussions  w ith  p ro f e s s io n a ls  in  the  f i e l d s  to  be surveyed 

brought about f u r t h e r  re f in em en t o f  th e  b a s ic  design and i d e n t i f i e d  

th e  need to  key in  on th e  programs t h a t  a re  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  r a t h e r  

than those  which a re  d e l iv e re d  by classroom  te a c h e rs .

The need to  look a t  s p e c i a l i s t - s t u d e n t  r a t i o s  was a new 

f e a tu r e  o f  th e  survey n o t  found in  previous ones. In th e  e a r l i e r  

s t u d i e s , t h e  mere p resence  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  and programs could not 

in d ic a te  th e  t r u e  impact o f  the  cu rr icu lum . In former s tu d ie s  

d i s t r i c t s  could r e p o r t  having a program w ith s p e c i a l i s t s  when 

only th re e  s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed to  cover more than 40 elem entary  

b u i ld in g s .  The impact o f  those  programs would be c o n s id e rab ly  

le s s  than  th o se  d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g  a lower sp ec ia l  i s t - s t u d e n t  

r a t i o .

In the  e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  developing th e  fo rm at,  v a luab le  

adv ice  was provided  by th e  members o f  th e  su p e rv is in g  d o c to ra l  

committee w ith  regards  to  the  p re c i s e  and concise  wording o f  the  

in s tru m e n t .  The c l a r i t y  o f  th e  q u es t io n s  asked i s  l a r g e ly  a t t r i 

b u ta b le  to  the  f in e  honing o f  the  language by th i s  group in  e a r ly  

committee m eetings.
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Throughout th e  developmental p ro c e ss ,  e lem entary  p r in c ip a l s  

in  th e  Waverly School D i s t r i c t  were consu lted  concerning the  

ap p ro p r ia te n ess  o f  th e  q u es t io n s  asked and whether o r  no t i t  was 

a reasonab le  assumption to  expec t p r in c ip a l s  to  have, o r  be p r ivy  

to  th e  in fo rm ation  req u e s te d .

F in a l ly ,  Dr. Paul Novak o f  the  Department o f  Education was 

extrem ely h e lp fu l  in  ask ing  thought provoking q u es t io n s  and 

p rov id ing  immense guidance throughout th e  p ro cess .

The t h i r d  c o n s id e ra t io n  was fo r  a c l e a r  and o rd e r ly  p resen 

t a t i o n  o f  the  su rvey ; one t h a t  would in c re a se  th e  r e tu rn  r a t e  by 

making the  p rocess  as sim ple and p a la ta b le  fo r  the  respondents  as 

p o s s ib le .  While th e  range and scope o f  th e  d a ta  being sought was 

g r e a t ,  th e  format used to  p re s e n t  the  q u es t io n s  needed to  be b r i e f  

enough to  f i t  on one s h e e t .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  the  s in g le  page 

design would no t in t im id a te  th e  respondent and enhance the  l ik e l ih o o d  

t h a t  i t  would be d e a l t  w ith  immediately r a th e r  than pu t a s id e  by 

th e  p r in c ip a l  to  do a t  a l a t e r  d a te .

The survey was ty p e s e t  to  ach ieve  the  g r e a t e s t  economy o f  

space in  terms o f  th e  la y o u t .  The ty p e s e t t in g  allowed a g r e a te r  

range o f  type s i z e  and provided a p ro fe s s io n a l  and f in i s h e d  appear

ance to  th e  in s tru m en t.

Another elem ent o f  th e  in s trum en t design was the  s e l f  m ailing  

f e a tu r e  to  a id  in  the  hand ling  and p ro cess in g . The survey was 

p r in te d  on card  s tock  to  perm it the  respondent to  simply fo ld  and
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s t a p l e  i t ,  apply postage and mail i t  w ithou t the  b o th e r  o f  and 

expense o f  an envelope . The r e tu rn  address  f o r  th e  survey was 

p r in te d  on one panel and a d u p l ic a te  o f  the  xerox address  lab e l  

o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  was a f f ix e d  to  the  co rn e r .

Elementary p r in c ip a l s  were th e  in tended  r e c ip i e n t s  o f  the  

survey because o f  t h e i r  g rasp  o f  the  necessary  s i g n i f i c a n t  d a ta  

and t h e i r  p o s i t io n  in  most d i s t r i c t s  which lo c a te s  them between 

the  c e n t r a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  and the immediate d e l iv e ry  o f  the  

educa tiona l s e r v ic e s .  In most c a s e s ,  t h e i r  long ten u re  in  the  

d i s t r i c t ,  t h e i r  c lo s e r  t i e s  w ith s p e c i a l i s t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  p a re n ts  

and the  community and t h e i r  broad pe rcep tio n s  o f  the  c o n tex t  o f  

the  educa tiona l community w ith in  the  community a t  l a r g e ,  g ives 

them a unique vantage p o in t  from which th e  q u es t io n s  in  the  survey 

would be addressed .

To a ssu re  a high r e tu rn  r a t e ,  a system o f  fo llow ing  up th e  

non-respondents  was d e v ised . Because one o f  the  in te n t io n s  o f  

th e  survey  was to  account f o r  as high a pe rcen tage  o f  th e  s t a t e ' s  

e lem entary  p o pu la tion  as  p o s s ib le ,  the  fo llow-up system would 

c o n c e n tra te  on th e  l a r g e r  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  d id  not respond.

A f te r  th e  A pril  27th due d a te  f o r  the  r e tu rn  o f  the  su rv ey , 

a l i s t  o f  th e  f i r s t  100 non-responding d i s t r i c t s  based on d i s t r i c t  

en ro llm en t s i z e  would be assembled. Each p r in c ip a l  o r  th e  r e c ip i e n t  

o f  th e  survey f o r  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  would then be co n tac ted  by t e l e 

phone to  encourage them to  r e tu rn  th e  d a ta .
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A second l i s t  o f  the  next 100 d i s t r i c t s  no t responding 

would a ls o  be compiled and con tac ted  by fo llow -up l e t t e r .

Again the  l i s t  was based on d a ta  from the  Department o f  

Education t h a t  ranked the  d i s t r i c t s  accord ing  to  the  s iz e  

o f  en ro llm en t.

F if te e n  o f  the  l a r g e s t  d i s t r i c t s  o r  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  which 

l i s t e d  more than twenty e lem entary  b u i ld in g s  in  the  s t a t e  would 

be co n tac ted  p e r s o n a l ly .  Because o f  the  concern t h a t  a s in g le  

p r in c ip a l  might no t be com fortab le  in  r e p o r t in g  d a ta  from such 

a la rg e  f i e l d ,  in d iv id u a ls  such as the  d i r e c t o r  o f  elem entary  

i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  s p e c i a l i s t  c o o rd in a to rs  f o r  the  in d iv id u a l  a reas  

would be v i s i t e d  on an appointment b a s i s .  This would a ssu re  the  

in c lu s io n  o f  the  h ig h e s t  en ro llm en t d i s t r i c t s  in  ^the survey .

The survey was designed  to  f a c i l i t a t e  the  conversion  o f  

the  re p o r te d  d a ta  to  a form t h a t  could be com puterized. With 

th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  Steven P e te r  o f  the  Michigan Department o f  

E d u c a tio n 's  Data P rocess ing  U n it ,  da ta  keying numbers were 

added to  the  survey  forms.

The l a s t  c o n s id e ra t io n  in  the  design  p rocess  was some 

form o f  in c e n t iv e  to  th e  respondents  who completed and re tu rn ed  

the  survey . Each respondent was given the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  

check o f f  a s e c t io n  on th e  survey form to  rec e iv e  a copy o f  the  

summary o f  the  f in d in g s .  While t h i s  i s  only a small token o f 

a p p r e c ia t io n ,  i t  i s  some compensation f o r  th e  e x p en d itu re  o f  time 

and any inconvenience th e  survey may have caused.
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The f in a l  s te p  in  the  ins trum en t design  process was a l a s t  

c le a ran ce  and p roofing  by th e  sponsoring  agen ts  and a p i l o t i n g  

o f  the  g a l le y  p roo f  by p r in c ip a l s  in  the  Waverly School D i s t r i c t .

The Survey Instrum ent

The survey  in s tru m en t was ty p e se t  and p r in te d  commercially 

on a s in g le  8% x 17 sh e e t  o f  67 lb .  tan  card  s tock  (see  pages 143 

and 144). Both s id e s  o f  the  sh e e t  were used . The survey was 

fo lded  w ith  one o u ts id e  panel used fo r  th e  p re -p r in te d  address  

o f  t h i s  r e s e a rc h e r  and space f o r  xerox r e tu rn  address  la b e l  o f  

the  respondent which was a f f ix e d  to  the  form b efo re  m ailing  

from Lansing.

The in s trum en t was mailed in  a 6 x 9 sea le d  envelope w ith  

a cover l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  the  purpose o f  th e  survey and ex p la in in g  

th e  p ro c e ss .  The cover l e t t e r  was co -s igned  by t h i s  r e s e a rc h e r  

as th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  the  Michigan A l l ia n c e ,  by Dr. P h i l l i p  

Runkel, S ta te  S u p erin tenden t o f  P ub lic  In s t r u c t io n  f o r  th e  M.D.E., 

and by W illiam Mays, J r . ,  Executive S e c re ta ry  o f  MEMSPA.

(See Appendix A f o r  l e t t e r  example).

The survey  form provided space a t  the  top f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  the  respondent and d i s t r i c t  which inc luded  b lanks f o r :

1. The t o t a l  d i s t r i c t ,  4 th  Friday e lem entary  en ro llm en t

2. The f iv e  d i g i t  M.D.E. d i s t r i c t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
number (p rov ided  by the  re se a rc h e r )

3. The school d i s t r i c t ' s  name and address
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4. The re sp o n d e n t 's  name, p o s i t io n  and school

5. An in d ic a t io n  o f  w hether the  d i s t r i c t  re ce iv es  
formula s t a t e  a id  o r  no t

6 . An in d ic a t io n  o f  whether the  respondent wishes 
to  re c e iv e  a summary o f  th e  f in d in g s

The in s trum en t was d iv ided  in to  e ig h t  s e c t io n s .  The s ix  

s e c t io n s  on th e  f r o n t  ask q u es t io n s  about programming in  

Visual A r t ,  Vocal (G eneral)  Music, Band, O rch es tra ,  Drama,

Dance and Physical Education . The same q u es t io n s  were asked 

about each program and in c luded :

1. Does your d i s t r i c t  have a formal elem entary  
(A r t ,  Music, e t c . )  program?

2. Does your d i s t r i c t  employ elem entary  (A r t ,
Music, e t c . )  s p e c i a l i s t s ?

3. I f  s o ,  how many ( s p e c i a l i s t s ) ?

4 . Assuming t h a t  your b u i ld in g  i s  a ty p ic a l  example 
o f  what th e  d i s t r i c t  o f f e r s  in  terms o f  program, 
p lease  r e p o r t  the  fo llow ing  d a ta  fo r  the  a p p ro p r ia te  
l e v e l s .  (The respondent was asked to  r e p o r t  whether 
o r  n o t a s p e c i a l i s t  was a v a i l a b le  in  th e  b u i ld in g  
f u l l  time o r  p a r t  time a t  the  s p e c i f i c  le v e l s  (K-6) 
and how much time was devoted to  t h a t  s u b je c t  in
a ty p ic a l  s ch ed u le .  The q u es t io n  o f  time was 
broken down to  in c lu d e  th re e  f a c to r s :  Minutes 
per s e s s io n ,  Sessions  per week, Weeks per y e a r .
Again th e  respondent was asked to  provide t h i s  
d a ta  accord ing  to  s p e c i f i c  grade l e v e l . )

The back page o f  th e  survey con ta ined  the s e c t io n s  devoted 

to  Guidance Counseling and general q u es t io n s  concerning changes 

in  programming over the  l a s t  f iv e  y e a r s ,  th e  reasons f o r  those  

changes and p re d ic t io n s  about the  p r o b a b i l i ty  o f  programming 

in  the  f u tu r e .
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The s e c t io n  on Guidance Counseling asked fo u r  q u e s t io n s :

1. Does your d i s t r i c t  have a formal e lem entary  
Guidance Counseling program?

2. How many e lem entary  Guidance Counselors does 
your d i s t r i c t  employ?

3. I f  so ,  what i s  t h e i r  minimum c e r t i f i c a t i o n ?

4 . Approximately how many s tu d en ts  does each 
co u n se lo r  serve?

The general in fo rm ation  s e c t io n  inc luded  s ix  q u e s t io n s :

1. The respondent was asked to  in d ic a te  th e  changes
over the  l a s t  f iv e  y e a rs  in  the  seven a reas  o f
programming w ith  r e s p e c t  to  growth, cu t-backs  in
programs and the  e l im in a t io n  o f  programs.

2. The respondent was asked to  rank o rd e r  7 p o s s ib le  
ex p lan a t io n s  fo r  th e  growth o f  programs which 
inc luded :

A. Good communication between the  program s t a f f ,  
p a ren ts  and th e  community.

B. Program i s  in te g ra te d  w ith o th e r  su b je c t  
m a t te r  and s t a f f .

C. S trong p a re n t  advocacy

D. Program i s  seen as p a r t  o f  the  h a s ic  cu rricu lum .

E. S trong program s t a f f .

F. D i s t r i c t  i s  f in a n c i a l l y  sound.

G. A d m in is tra t iv e  le a d e rs h ip .

The respondent was given two blank spaces to  w r i te  in  

a d d i t io n a l  reasons f o r  growth.

3. The respondent was asked to  rank o rd e r  the  reasons 
f o r  th e  d e c l in e  in  programming. Six ex p lan a tio n s  
were l i s t e d  and two blanks were provided f o r  
a d d i t io n a l  reaso n s .
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A. Area n o t e s s e n t i a l  to  b a s ic  cu rricu lum .

B. Lack o f  d i s t r i c t  commitment to  program.

C. Budget c u ts .

D. Lack o f  community commitment to  program.

E. Program did  not communicate i t s  reasons f o r  
e x i s t i n g .

F. Lack o f  le a d e rs h ip /c o o rd in a t io n  f o r  the  program.

4 . The respondent was asked to  in d ic a te  i f  any o f  th e  
program advocates  f o r  each o f  the  seven a reas  had 
made any a t tem p t to  p re sen t  a defense  f o r  sav ing  
programs in  jeopardy .

5. The responden t was asked to  s t a t e  t h e i r  op in ions 
concern ing  what i t  would take  to  inc lude  th e se  
programs as a p a r t  o f  th e  e lem entary  curricu lum  
in  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t .  Five choices were provided to  
be rank o rdered  and two a d d i t io n a l  b lanks were 
made a v a i l a b le  f o r  o th e r  reaso n s .  The f iv e  
choices were:

A. B e t t e r  unders tand ing  o r  awareness f o r  th e  need 
f o r  th e se  programs.

B. B e t te r  in te g r a t io n  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  programs in to  
th e  general cu rricu lum .

C. S ta te  mandate.

D. More comprehensive p re - s e rv ic e  and in s e rv ic e  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  the  classroom te a c h e r  to  assume 
th e  d e l iv e ry  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e se  programs.

E. More money.

6. The respondent was asked to  in d ic a te  the  l ik e l ih o o d  
f o r  programming in  each o f  the  seven a reas  based
on the  p re s e n t  funding s t r u c tu r e  f o r  p u b lic  
ed u ca tio n .  The choices f o r  t h i s  p r o b a b i l i ty  were: 
L ikely  w ith in  10 y e a r s ,  L ikely w ith in  20 y e a r s ,  
o r  no t l i k e l y .
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The bottom o f  the  survey form provided space f o r  a d d i t io n a l  

comments o r  ex p lan a t io n s  and the  th re e  d i g i t  d i s t r i c t  i d e n t i f i 

c a t io n  number which was f i l l e d  in  by the  re se a rc h e r  be fo re  m ail in g .

Data C o lle c t io n  Procedures 

514 survey packe ts  co n ta in in g  the  ins trum en t and cover 

l e t t e r  were m ailed  o u t  on A pril  14, 1983. The remaining 15 

packets  were hand d e l iv e re d  to  the  l a r g e s t  d i s t r i c t s  during  the 

appointments f o r  th e  d a ta  g a th e r in g  v i s i t s .

The 15 l a r g e s t  d i s t r i c t s  were v i s i t e d  by the  re s e a rc h e r  

during  th e  p reced ing  two weeks, (A pril 11-29) where appointments 

had been made w ith  the  heads o f  e lem entary  in s t r u c t i o n  o r  the  

s u p e rv iso r s  o f  th e  c o n ten t  a reas  on the  survey . In some cases 

the  d a ta  was re p o r te d  v ia  phone accord ing  to  a p rearranged  schedule  

a f t e r  th e  i n i t i a l  v i s i t .

A l i s t  o f  the  f i r s t  100 d i s t r i c t s  (ranked accord ing  to  

d i s t r i c t  en ro llm en t)  which f a i l e d  to  respond was compiled. This 

l i s t  inc luded  d i s t r i c t s  whose en ro llm en t was 2374 s tu d e n ts  o r  

g r e a t e r .  Using th e  M .D.E .'s  WATS l i n e ,  each p r in c ip a l  was 

co n tac ted  v ia  phone and in  some cases  s e n t  a new survey form 

to  be completed.

A second l i s t  o f  th e  nex t 100 d i s t r i c t s  who f a i l e d  to  

respond was a l s o  compiled. The second l i s t  was made up o f 

d i s t r i c t s  w ith  en ro llm en ts  ranging  from 506 s tu d en ts  to  2344
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s tu d e n t s .  Each d i s t r i c t  on t h i s  l i s t  rece iv ed  a second survey 

form and a l e t t e r  s igned  by Dr. David Donovan (see  Appendix A ) 

o f  the  M.D.E. u rg ing  them to  complete and r e tu rn  the  su rvey .

DATA P rocessing  and Treatment

Upon r e c e i p t  o f  the  survey form s, the  fo llow ing p ro cess in g  

procedure was implemented:

1. The names and d i s t r i c t  o f  the  respondents  
were checked o f f  th e  m aster l i s t  and any 
c o r r e c t io n s  o r  changes f o r  names o r  addresses  
were made.

2. The e lem entary  en ro llm en t f ig u r e  was checked 
a g a in s t  th e  Department o f  Education '^ m aster 
l i s t  o f  the  1982-83, fo u r th  Friday count.
In cases  where the  f ig u r e  was no t p re s e n t ,  
i t  was added.

3. The f iv e  d i g i t  d i s t r i c t  code id e n t i f y in g  each 
d i s t r i c t  was added to  th e  b o i l e r p l a t e  
in fo rm ation  a t  the  top o f  the  survey .

4. Each response  was v i s u a l ly  checked and e d i te d  i f  
necessa ry  f o r  c l a r i t y .  In cases where the  
response  was i l l e g i b l e ,  confusing  o r  in c o n f l i c t  
w ith  o th e r  re sp o n se s ,  a te lephone  c a l l  was made 
to  the  respondent f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

5. A dd itiona l responses  in  items 2 , 3 ,  and 5 o f  
S ec tion  VIII were coded f o r  d a ta  keying.

6 . Data from c e r t a i n  responses  ( i . e .  d i s t r i c t  
name, e n ro l lm e n t ,  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  and 
growth o r  d e c l in e  in d ic a to r s )  were t a l l i e d  by 
hand to  e s t a b l i s h  a s e p a ra te  record  to  v a l id a te  
th e  com puterized in fo rm atio n .

7. The responding d i s t r i c t ' s  names were removed 
from a m aster  l i s t  o f  d i s t r i c t s  ranked by 
en ro llm en t s i z e .

8. The f in i s h e d  survey forms were bundled in  packs 
o f  n in e ty  and d e l iv e re d  to  Mr. Steve P e te r  o f  
the  d a ta  p ro cess in g  s e c t io n  o f  the  Michigan 
Department o f  Education.
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The d a ta  was fed onto  a computer tape  by personnel from 

the  Department o f  Education us ing  the  conventional d a ta  keying 

methods. E ight records  (c a rd s )  were u t i l i z e d  f o r  each su rvey ; 

one f o r  each s e c t io n  o f  th e  su rvey . Each card  c a r r i e d  the  

b o i l e r p l a t e  Inform ation  from the  top  o f  th e  survey as well as 

the  s p e c i f i c  in fo rm ation  from each s e c t io n .  355 v a r ia b le s  were 

e s ta b l i s h e d  f o r  each case  ( s u rv e y ) .

Michigan S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty 's  computer f a c i l i t i e s  were used 

to  p rocess  the  d a ta .  The S t a t i s t i c a l  Package f o r  the  Socia l 

Sciences (SPSS) program was used f o r  th e  d a ta  a n a ly s i s .

C ondescrip tives  o f  the  355 v a r ia b le s  were run as well as 

the  fo llow ing  o th e r  a n a ly s i s :

1. C ro s s ta b u la t io n  fo r  th e  presence  o f  programs 
by formula s t a t e  a id .

2. C ro s s ta b u la t io n  o f :
A. Program by program
B. Program by d i s t r i c t  s i z e

3. Frequencies o f  responses  to  q u es t io n s  in  S ec tion  VIII

4. L is t in g s  o f  program o f f e r in g s  by d i s t r i c t

5. C ondescrip tive  o f  s t a t e  t o t a l s  n o t in c lu d in g  d a ta  
from D e tro i t

6 . L is t in g  o f  a l l  d a ta  by d i s t r i c t  grouped accord ing  
to  d i s t r i c t  code.

In a d d i t io n  to  the  a n a l y s i s ,  th e  computer was used to  

recode a l l  v a r ia b le s  f o r  the  number o f  weeks pe r  y e a r  t h a t  

s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming was a v a i l a b le .  This was 

n e c e s s i t a t e d  by a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  responses  t h a t  l i s t e d
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more than 36 weeks o f  i n s t r u c t io n  (180 days as re q u ire d  by the  

s t a t e ) .  All cases  t h a t  l i s t e d  more than 36 weeks were recoded 

to  r e f l e c t  maximum o f  36 weeks.

Handwritten remarks and comments from the  surveys were 

t r a n s c r ib e d  to  th e  l i s t s  found in  Appendix B. These comments were 

e s p e c ia l l y  h e lp fu l  in  th e  verbal re in fo rcem ent o f  the  f r u s t r a t i o n  

evidenced in  responses  to  q u es t io n s  in  S ec tion  VIII and add a 

decided ly  human dimension to  th e se  o th e r  d a ta .

Summary

The purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy  was to  a sse ss  the  s t a t u s  o f  

s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  M ichigan 's  p u b lic  e lem entary  

sch o o ls .  All 529 K-12 school d i s t r i c t s  in  the  s t a t e  were surveyed 

v ia  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  one elem entary  p r in c ip a l  to  r e p o r t  the  

da ta  from h is  o r  h e r  d i s t r i c t  and b u i ld in g .  Exception to  th i s  

procedure was made to  a s s u re  the  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  15 l a r g e s t  

d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  s t a t e .  The da ta  was ga thered  from th e se  d i s t r i c t s  

by t h i s  r e s e a rc h e r  du ring  personal v i s i t s  to  the  d i s t r i c t s .

The survey was developed by the  r e s e a rc h e r  us ing  Kenney's 

1977 survey  as a p ro to ty p e .  I t  was designed  to  g a th e r  as much 

in fo rm ation  as p o s s ib le  in  a one sh e e t  form at and a t  th e  same time 

e l i c i t  a high response  r a t e .  Special fo llow -up techn iques  were 

used to  c o n ta c t  n on -responden ts .  They inc luded  phone c o n tac ts  

o f  the  f i r s t  100 d i s t r i c t s  ranked by en ro llm en t s i z e  and l e t t e r s  

and second surveys to  th e  nex t 100 hundred non-responding d i s t r i c t s .



55

The re tu rn e d  surveys were hand e d i te d  and b a s ic  in form ation  

on d i s t r i c t  e n ro l lm e n t ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number and formula a id  s t a tu s  

was checked and added where n ecessa ry .  The completed forms were 

t ra n s m i t te d  to  the  Department o f  Education where the  in fo rm ation  

was fed to  the  computer f o r  a n a ly s i s .

Chapter IV c o n ta in s  th e  da ta  ob ta ined  from the  survey .



CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

In tro d u c t io n

This c h ap te r  c o n ta in s  the  analyses  o f  the  da ta  drawn 

from the  survey and In form ation  c o l le c te d  during  th e  te lephone 

and personal c o n ta c ts  w ith  th e  responden ts .  The da ta  a re  

p resen ted  and d iscu ssed  from two p e r s p e c t iv e s .  F i r s t ,  they a re  

examined to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  programming le v e ls  f o r  each a rea  in  

q u e s t io n .  These le v e l s  a re  examined f o r  t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip s  to  

each o th e r  and to  o th e r  f a c to r s  such as d i s t r i c t  s i z e  and s t a t e  

formula a id  funding . Comparisons a re  made to  e x i s t in g  da ta  from 

prev ious s tu d ie s .  Second, the  d a ta  a re  examined to  exp lo re  

p o s s ib le  reasons f o r  program p a t te r n s  w ith p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis 

on why changes have occurred  over th e  y e a r s .

Data C o lle c t io n  

The p o pu la tion  o f  the  survey was 529 school d i s t r i c t s  in  

Michigan o f f e r in g  programming and in s t r u c t io n  f o r  K indergarten  

through th e  12th g rade . I t  was f u r t h e r  de f ined  to  in c lu d e  514 

e lem entary  p r in c ip a l s  (one from each d i s t r i c t )  by name; one from 

each d i s t r i c t  and 15 c e n t r a l  a d m in is t r a to r s  having r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  

f o r  programming in  the  a re a s  in  q u e s t io n .

Surveys were m ailed to  the  514 p r in c ip a l s  on A pril  14, 1983, 

and appointments w ith the  remaining in d iv id u a ls  a t  the  15 l a r g e s t  

d i s t r i c t s  were made between the  11th and 29th o f  A p r i l .

56
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During the  f i r s t  f u l l  week (A pril  18-22, 1983) fo llow ing  

the  i n i t i a l  m a i l in g ,  48% o f  the  surveys were re tu rn e d .  As o f  the  

pub lished  due d a te  o f  A pril  27, 1983, 312 survey forms (59%) 

had been re tu rn e d .

On A pril 29, 1983, two l i s t s  o f  non-responding d i s t r i c t s  

were compiled.

The f i r s t  l i s t  was comprised o f  th e  f i r s t  100 d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  

f a i l e d  to  respond ranked accord ing  to  d i s t r i c t  s i z e .  Each 

in d iv id u a l  p r in c ip a l  i d e n t i f i e d  in  th e  sample was co n tac ted  v ia  

te lephone  and urged to  complete and r e tu rn  the  su rvey . New 

surveys were s e n t  in  43 c a s e s .  In the  p rocess  o f  the  conversa

t i o n s ,  a d d i t io n a l  q u e s t io n s  were asked about the  s t a t u s  o f  s p e c ia 

l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  th e  respondents  d i s t r i c t .  The 

in fo rm ation  and i n s ig h t  gained in  th e se  c o n v ersa t io n s  helped to  

ground th e  da ta  rece iv ed  in  the  survey and provided a co n tex t  

f o r  some o f  th e  co nc lus ions  reached in  th e  l a s t  c h ap te r  o f  t h i s  

s tu d y . Of th e  100 p r in c ip a l s  co n tac ted  by phone, 75 re tu rn e d  

t h e i r  survey forms.

The second l i s t  was made up o f  the  nex t 100 p r in c ip a l s  from 

non-responding d i s t r i c t s  again  ranked accord ing  to  d i s t r i c t  

en ro llm en t.  Each p r in c ip a l  on th e  second l i s t  re ce iv ed  a second 

survey v ia  mail w ith  a l e t t e r  d r a f te d  by th e  re s e a rc h e r  and 

s igned  by Dr. David Donovan (see  Appendix A ) o f  th e  Michigan 

Department o f  Education urg ing  them to  complete and r e tu rn  the
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survey in s tru m en t.  The l e t t e r s  and survey forms were m ailed in  a 

Department o f  Education envelope on May 13, 1983. Of the  100 

non-responding p r in c ip a l s  co n tac ted  by m a il ,  44 re tu rn e d  completed 

survey forms.

A t o t a l  o f  437 surveys were re tu rn e d  by June 17 (82.6%) 

and d e l iv e re d  to  the  Department o f  Education fo r  da ta  keying on 

th a t  d a te .  Based on a l i s t i n g  o f  d i s t r i c t s  ranked by the  s t a t e ' s  

fo u r th  F riday  en ro llm en t count and fu rn ish ed  by the  Department 

o f  E duca tion , th e  437 d i s t r i c t s  inc luded  in  the  survey inc luded :

94 from the  f i r s t  100 ( l a r g e s t ) ,  80 from the  second, 79 from the 

t h i r d ,  80 from the  f o u r th ,  84 from d i s t r i c t s  ranked 401 to  500, 

and 20 o f  the  remaining 29 in  the  l i s t .  The 437 d i s t r i c t s  were 

found to  account f o r  704,312 e lem entary  s tu d en ts  in  the  s t a t e  o f  

Michigan.

While the  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  rep o r ted  da ta  from K-6 

programs, a s i g n i f i c a n t  number, in c lu d in g  D e t ro i t  Public  Schools, 

re p o r te d  d a ta  from a K-5 c o n f ig u ra t io n .  D e t r o i t ' s  e lem entary  

en ro llm en t (K-5) was 93,844 from the  s t a t e ' s  fo u r th  Friday count 

and re p re se n te d  13.3% o f  th e  t o t a l  en ro llm en t accounted f o r  by 

the  su rvey . In o rd e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  a percen tage  o f  t o t a l  Michigan 

e lem entary  s tu d e n ts  inc luded  in  the  d a t a ,  the  average o f  the  

s t a t e s  t o t a l  K-5 en ro llm en t (694,005) and the  t o t a l  K-6 e n r o l l 

ment (825,496) was used. The average was 759,750.5 s tu d e n t s .

Based on t h a t  f i g u r e ,  th e  pe rcen tage  o f  e lem entary  s tu d e n ts  

accounted f o r  by th e  survey  was 92.7%.
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Table 4 .1  i s  a summary o f  the  d a ta  c o l l e c t i o n  p rocedures .

Table 4 .1 :  D e sc r ip t io n  o f  Mailed Survey 
Data C o lle c t io n

Number
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  K-12 D i s t r i c t s  529

Surveys mailed 514

Surveys hand d e l iv e re d  15

Surveys re tu rn e d  by A pril 27th due d a te  312

Number o f  te lephone  fo llow -up  c o n ta c ts  100
Number o f  surveys re tu rn e d  from phone c o n ta c ts  75 
Number o f  second m a iling  fo llow -up c o n ta c ts  100 
Number o f  surveys re tu rn e d  from mail fo llow -up 44 
Total number o f  surveys re tu rn e d  by June 17 437

Number o f  surveys re tu rn e d  a f t e r  June 17
and n o t inc luded  in  Data A nalysis  3

Total number o f  e lem entary  s tu d e n ts  accounted 
f o r  by the  survey  704,312

Findings

The f in d in g s  o f  th e  survey r e f l e c t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  downward 

t ren d  f o r  the  le v e l s  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  a l l  

c a te g o r ie s  when compared to  d a ta  from previous su rv ey s .  Table 4 .2  

r e p re se n ts  th e  t o t a l  pe rcen tages  o f  d i s t r i c t s  having programs 

d i r e c te d  by s p e c i a l i s t s  from the  surveys o f  1974 and 1979 done 

by Faxon, e t  a l . ,  the  1977 survey by Kenney, and t h i s  s tu d y .

With the  excep tion  o f  th e  Faxon survey  which a p p a re n t ly  had an 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  sample and th e re fo re  q u e s t io n ab le  r e s u l t s ,  the  

comparison shows a c o n s i s t e n t  d e c l in e  in  programs over the  p a s t  

n ine  y e a r s .
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Table 4 .2  
Comparison o f  S p e c i a l i s t  D irec ted  

Programs P re se n t  in  Michigan P ub lic  Elementary 
Schools in  1974, 1977, 1979 and 1983

Reported in  Percen tages  o f  Schools Having Programs

Faxon, e t  a l .  
1974

Kenney
1977

Faxon, e t  al 
1979

P h i l ip
1983

ART 61% 53.2% 57% 40.2%

VOCAL
(GENERAL)
MUSIC

74%
(Vocal)

83%

87.5%

62.5%

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC 90% 74.5%

61.8%
(Band)
10.5%

(O rches tra )

DRAMA 0% 2% 0.4%

DANCE 3% ------ * 13% 0%

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

____ * 81.2% 65.4%

GUIDANCE
COUNSELING

*
19%

*
13%

ORIGIN
OF
SAMPLE

469 e lem entar)
schools
surveyed.
66% re tu rn  
r a t e .
Sample based 
on:

D i s t r i c t  s ize

534 d i s t r i c t s  
surveyed ( a l i i  
78.8% re tu rn  
r a t e .

169 d i s t r i c t s  
in  sample 
from th re e  
s iz e
c l a s s i f i c a 
t io n s .

529 d i s t r i c t s  
surveyed ( a l l !  
82.6% re tu rn  
r a t e .

92.7% e n r o l l 
ment coverage,

Grade s t r u c t u r e  
Geographic lo c a t io n

*no d a ta  rep o r te d
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Because o f  the  s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  methodology and the  tim ing 

o f  the  s t a t e ' s  economic downturn, Kenney's survey o f  1977 would 

seem to  o f f e r  the  b e s t  comparison fo r  the  p re sen t  d a ta .  The 

r e s u l t s  dem onstrate  a 24% red u c tio n  in elem entary  A rt programs, 

a 25% d e c l in e  in  Vocal Music, a 17% d e c l in e  in  Ins trum enta l Music, 

a 19% d e c l in e  in  Physical Education and a 32% red u c tio n  in  

Guidance Counseling programs over the  p a s t  s ix  y e a r s .

The da ta  p resen ted  in  Tables 4 .3  through 4.10 re p re se n t  

the  in form ation  from S ec tions  I through VII o f  the  survey 

in s trum en t.

Table 4 .3  shows t h a t  40.2% or 173 d i s t r i c t s  ou t o f  433 

re p o r t  having a t o t a l  o f  545.2 (F .T .E .)  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  A rt .

S p e c i a l i s t s  who a re  ass igned  to  cover more than one b u ild in g  

outnumber those  who a re  f u l l  time in  a b u ild in g  by a r a t i o  o f  

about 5 to  1. Time devoted to  in s t r u c t io n  in the  re p o r t in g  

d i s t r i c t s  averages around 45 minutes and the  number o f  c la s s e s  

per week averages s l i g h t l y  h igher  than one s e s s io n .  G enerally  

th e se  c la s s e s  a re  f o r  a f u l l  y e a r  (36 weeks) bu t a s i g n i f i c a n t  

number o f  d i s t r i c t s  re p o r te d  le s s  than a f u l l  years  s e r v ic e  

y ie ld in g  an average o f  approxim ately  32 weeks per y ea r  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

Through the  in form ation  gained from the  te lephone in te rv iew s  

and personal v i s i t a t i o n s ,  the  overwhelming m a jo r i ty  o f  programs 

in  A r t ,  Music and Physical Education were in f a c t  the  c o n tra c tu a l  

break time fo r  the  classroom  te a c h e r .  This item w il l  be d iscussed
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Table 4.3: ART PROGRAMS

433 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g .
40.2% o r  173 d i s t r i c t s  have a program.
59.8% o r  260 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program.
545.2 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, .2 to  120

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME

K 16 69

1 28 130

2 28 131

3 28 134

4 28 135

5 26 131

6 21 92

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

K 75 37.59 15-60 77 1.20 80 31.04 45.11
1 152 43.16 20-75 154 1.16 154 32.20 50.07
2 153 43.63 20-75 156 1.16 155 32.13 50.61
3 155 44.36 20-75 157 1.17 156 32.15 51.90
4 156 45.08 20-75 159 1.18 158 32.15 53.19
5 143 45.30 20-75 152 1.19 151 32.01 53.91
6 106 45.33 25-75 106 1.35 109 31.11 61.20
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f u r th e r  in th i s  ch ap te r  in  terms o f  the  p a t te r n s  o f  programming 

and l a t e r  in Chapter V as an argument f o r  and a g a in s t  s p e c i a l i s t  

programs.

The in te rv iew s  a l s o  revea led  th a t  Art was a s u b je c t  t h a t  

was more o f te n  conside red  as an a rea  t h a t  c lassroom  teach e rs  

could provide w ithou t a s p e c i a l i s t .  While q u es t io n s  o f  the  

e f f e c t iv e n e s s ,  c o n s is ten cy  and q u a l i ty  o f  th ese  programs w ithou t 

competent su p e rv is io n  a re  immediately r a i s e d  by th i s  re s e a rc h e r  

and o th e rs  in  the  f i e l d ,  the  p e rcep tion  i s  p re v a le n t  throughout 

the  educa tiona l system and probably i s  a p a r t i a l  ex p lan a tio n  fo r  

the  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  programming le v e l s  in  A rt and Music.

The da ta  fo r  Vocal Music programs a re  re p re se n te d  in  Table 4 .4 .

The term Vocal Music was used in  t h i s  s tudy to  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  

between th e se  general music programs and the  more s p e c i f i c  

Instrum enta l Music programs in  Band and O rch es tra .  While many 

o f  the  s o -c a l le d  Vocal Music programs a lso  inc lude  experiences  

with O rff  and o th e r  forms o f  in s tru m e n ts ,  the  lab e l i s  g e n e ra l ly  

accepted  as the  gen er ic  music program o f  most school d i s t r i c t s .

Vocal Music programs were i d e n t i f i e d  in  273 school d i s t r i c t s  

in  Michigan o r  62.6% o f  the  436 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g  in form ation  

in  t h i s  survey . S p e c i a l i s t s  employed by d i s t r i c t s  in  Vocal Music 

programs numbered 722.9 and ranged from .2 o f  a p o s i t io n  to  the  

126 p o s i t io n s  rep o r ted  in  D e t ro i t  Public  Schools. The r a t i o  o f  

s p e c i a l i s t s  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  more than one b u ild in g  again  outnumbered 

those  ass igned  to  a s in g le  b u ild in g  by a r a t i o  o f  approxim ately  4 to  1.
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Table 4.4: VOCAL MUSIC PROGRAMS

436 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g
62.6$ o r  273 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
37.4% o r  163 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program
722.9 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, .2 to  126

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME

K 37 130
1 51 196
2 52 195
3 53 192
4 53 191
5 47 174
6 25 118

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

K Ifi? 28.51 15-60 Ifi? 1.54 Ifi? 34.64 43.91
1 247 31.64 15-60 248 1.63 240 34.88 51.57

2 248 31.91 15-60 249 1.60 243 34.89 51.06

3 250 32.54 15-60 251 1.61 245 34.75 52.39

4 247 33.22 16-60 249 1.60 242 34.75 53.15

5 223 33.03 16-60 225 1.59 219 34.70 52.52

6 141 33.54 16-60 144 1.73 145 34.04 58.02
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Vocal Music s e s s io n s  were g e n e ra l ly  s h o r t e r  than those  in 

A rt (roughly  32 to  33 m inutes) bu t averaged more se s s io n s  per 

week. The p a t te rn  most o f te n  rep o r te d  was 2 se ss io n s  per week 

and the  average was c o n s i s t e n t ly  around 1 .6 .

This p a t t e r n  and le v e l  f o r  programming in  Vocal Music and 

a s im i la r  one f o r  Physical Education seemed to  v a l id a te  in fo rm ation  

gained from th e  in te rv iew  p rocess  t h a t  in d ic a te d  t h a t  the  two 

programs to g e th e r  were a more l i k e ly  source  f o r  the  break time 

fo r  c lassroom  teac h e r  than o th e r  p a t t e r n s . Because they could be 

conducted in  increm ents o f  approxim ately  30 minutes and p resen ted  

tw ice a week, to g e th e r  they  could  account f o r  fou r f i f t h s  o f  the  

needed c o n tra c tu a l  break time fo r  classroom  te a c h e rs .  While 

th i s  m a tte r  i s  s t i l l  in  th e  realm  o f  s p e c u la t io n ,  i t  i s  none 

the  le s s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  i n d i c a to r  o f  a p r i o r i t y  system which may 

need f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a t i o n  by a r t s  advoca tes .

Table 4 .5  in d ic a te s  the  d a ta  concerning Band programs a t  the  

elem entary  l e v e l .  Of th e  436 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g ,  61.9% o r  270 

have some form o f  Band i n s t r u c t i o n .  The number o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  

employed (340 .7) and the  number o f  d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g  f u l l  and 

p a r t  time coverage in d ic a te s  t h a t  most o f  th e se  programs a re  

appendages and t r a in in g  grounds f o r  secondary programs. While 

d a ta  on secondary programs i s  no t rep o r te d  h e re ,  i t  can be assumed 

t h a t  th e re  i s  a high c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  programs a t  the  

elem entary  and secondary l e v e l .  Inform ation from the in te rv iew s
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Table 4.5; BAND PROGRAMS

436 d i s t r i c t s  re p o r t in g
61.956 o r  270 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
38.1% o r  166 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program
340.7 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, .2 to  42

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME
K 0 1

1 0 6

2 0 5

3 0 7
4 3 32

5 19 176

6 20 184

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

K 2 40.00 20-60 1 2.0Q 2 36.00 80.00

1 3 51.67 45-60 4 1.00 5 36.00 51.67
2 3 51.67 45-60 4 2.00 5 36.00 103.34

3 5 47.00 30-60 6 1.50 7 35.86 70.50
4 30 40.23 20-90 29 2.03 32 33.34 81.67
5 179 37.94 -90 182 2.79 180 33.54 105.85
6 186 40.36 -90 192 3.12 190 34.97 125.92
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i n d ic a te  t h a t  the  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e se  programs a re  conducted by 

s t a f f  from the  secondary lev e l who spend a p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  time 

in  the  elem entary  sch o o ls .

Few programs e x i s t  a t  the  lower end o f  the  elem entary  

spectrum with the  predominance o f  a c t i v i t y  tak in g  p lace  a t  the  

5th and 6th  grade l e v e l .  C lass s e s s io n s  a re  in the  40 minute 

range on th e  average and a re  conducted approxim ately  3 times a 

week f o r  c lo se  t o ,  bu t le s s  than a f u l l  y e a r .

O rchestra  programs, as Table 4 .6  i n d i c a t e s ,  fo llow  the  same 

b as ic  p a t te rn  as the  Band in s t r u c t io n  bu t a t  reduced l e v e l s .

Only 10.5% o f  the  437 d i s t r i c t s  re p o r t in g  o r 46, have an O rchestra  

program. Most o f  the  142.9 s p e c i a l i s t s  employed work only p a r t  

o f  t h e i r  time a t  th e  e lem entary  lev e l as w ith the  Band programs. 

Again, i t  can be assumed from s u b s ta n t i a t in g  evidence from the 

in te rv ie w s ,  t h a t  th e  programs re p o r te d  here  a re  the  th re sh o ld  

experiences  f o r  secondary programs.

The number o f  minutes per s e s s io n  and the  number o f  weeks 

per y e a r  a re  in  l i n e  w ith  those  re p o r te d  f o r  Band programs but 

th e  number o f  s e s s io n s  pe r  week i s  c lo s e r  to  2 than the  3 

in d ic a te d  by d i s t r i c t s  w ith  Band programs.

Only two d i s t r i c t s  re p o r te d  programming in  Drama as Table 4 .7  

i n d i c a t e s .  One d i s t r i c t  employed a f u l l  time person K-6 and one 

d i s t r i c t  ass igned  one person h a l f  tim e. No da ta  on the  d e l iv e ry  

o f  s e rv ic e s  o r  the  le v e l s  s e rv ice d  were re p o r te d .
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Table 4.6: ORCHESTRA PROGRAMS

437 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g
10.5% o r  46 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
89.5% o r  391 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program
142.9 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, .2 to  25

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME
K 0 1
1 0 0
2 0 1
3 0 2
4 0 20

5 3 46
6 2 31

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

K 1 60.00 60 1 2 1 36.00 120.00
1 1 60.00 60 1 2 2 36.00 120.00
2 2 45.00 30-60 2 2 3 36.00 90.00
3 3 45.00 30-60 3 2 4 36.00 90.00
4 21 40.71 25-90 23 2.04 21 33.53 83.05
5 43 39.88 20-90 43 2.07 44 35.32 82.55
6 29 38.45 20-75 31 2.23 32 35.56 85.74
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Table 4.7: DRAMA PROGRAMS

437 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g
.4% o r  2 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
99.6% o r  435 d i s t r i c t s  do not have a program
1.5 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, .5 to  1

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME
K

1

2

3 NO DATA REP( RTED
4

5

6

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

7

z? $  /

MUftTA RFPf UEa
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No d i s t r i c t s  re p o r te d  s p e c i a l i s t s  o r  programming in  Dance 

as Table 4 .8  shows.

While a small number o f  responden ts  re p o r te d  in  the  comments 

s e c t io n  o f  th e  in s trum en t t h a t  s e r v ic e s  were a v a i l a b le  from the  

classroom  te a c h e r  in  Drama and some Physical Education programs 

had Dance components, th e se  two programs a re  the  a reas  o f  most 

s e r io u s  n e g le c t  in  the  e lem entary  curricu lum  in  Michigan. As 

the  d a ta  in  l a t e r  t a b le s  in  t h i s  c h ap te r  i n d i c a t e ,  they a re  a ls o  

the  l e a s t  l i k e l y  programs to  be inc luded  in  the  f u tu r e .  To say 

they a re  a low p r i o r i t y  in  p u b lic  ed uca tion  would be a gross 

u n d ers ta tem en t.

Physical Education enjoyed th e  h ig h e s t  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t  

d i r e c te d  programs in  th e  s t a t e .  Table 4 .9  in d ic a te s  t h a t  286 

d i s t r i c t s  o r  65.4% o f  th e  437 d i s t r i c t s  respond ing , had Physical 

Education programs. 1023.7 s p e c i a l i s t s  were employed to  conduct 

th e se  programs and the  r a t i o  o f  shared  te a c h e rs  to  f u l l - t im e  

te a c h e rs  was c lo se  to  2 :1 .

The c o n ta c t  time re p o r te d  was approxim ate ly  32 to  36 minutes 

pe r  s e s s io n  and th e  most o f te n  re p o r te d  number o f  s e s s io n s  per 

week was 2 w ith an average  in  th e  1.7 range . Most d i s t r i c t s  

r e p o r te d  f u l l  y e a r  programs and th e  average f o r  weeks pe r  y e a r  

was s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  than 34.

Guidance Counseling programs were re p o r te d  by 55 d i s t r i c t s  

o r  12.8% o f  the  429 d i s t r i c t s  responding as in d ic a te d  by Table 4 .10 .
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Table 4.8: DANCE PROGRAMS

437 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g
0% o r  0 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
100% o r  437 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program
0 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, 0 to  0

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME
K

1

2

3 NO DATA REPOI TED

4

5

6

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

DATA REI )RTED



72

Table 4.9: PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

437 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g
65.4% o r  286 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
34.6% o r  151 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program
1023.7s p e c i a l i s t s  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, .2 to  370

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME
K 56 122
1 H00 175
2 83 174
3 84 172
4 87 173
5 81 166
6 51 113

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

K 182 28.74 15-60 184 1.55 184 34.65 44.55

1 260 32.27 20-60 260 1.70 256 34.38 54.86

2 261 32.50 20-60 261 1.68 259 34.46 54.60

3 263 33.19 20-60 264 1.67 260 34.40 55.43

4 265 34.00 20-60 266 1.68 262 34.37 57.12

5 252 35.01 20-60 252 1.77 249 34.31 61.97

6 173 36.33 20-60 175 1.97 178 34.02 71.57
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Table 4.10: GUIDANCE COUNSELING PROGRAMS

429 d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g
12.8% o r  55 d i s t r i c t s  have a program
87.2% o r  374 d i s t r i c t s  do no t have a program
172 s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed (F .T .E .)  Range, 1 to  92

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REPORTING FULL AND PART-TIME 
(SHARED WITH OTHER BUILDINGS) SPECIALISTS IN BUILDINGS AT

GRADE LEVELS

LEVEL FULL-TIME PART-TIME
K

1

2

3 NO DATA

4

5

6

AMOUNT OF SPECIALIST CONTACT TIME AT GRADE LEVEL

£o x. .

DATA
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One hundred seventy-tw o s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  employed f o r  Guidance Counseling 

programs in  Michigan e lem entary  sch o o ls .  Because o f  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  in 

programming in  Guidance Counseling and i t s  d i s s i m i l a r i t y  to  the  

o th e r  programs in  the  su rv ey , no d a ta  on the  d e l iv e ry  systems 

were reques ted  o r  r e p o r te d .

Table 4.11 i s  a summary o f  the  numbers o f  programs and 

s p e c i a l i s t s  rep o r te d  in  the  survey . Percentages f o r  the  number 

o f  d i s t r i c t s  re p o r t in g  ou t o f  th e  529 t o t a l  d i s t r i c t s  in  the  

s t a t e  as well as the  pe rcen tages  o f  d i s t r i c t s  w ith  and w ithou t 

programs a re  provided in  Columns 1, 2 and 3. Column 4 in d ic a te s  

the  t o t a l s  f o r  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  each a rea  fo r  th e  s t a t e .  Column 5 

i s  the  mean f o r  the  number o f  minutes per s e s s io n  a t  th e  f i f t h  

grade le v e l .  Column 6 i s  the  mean fo r  the  number o f  s e s s io n s  per 

week a t  the  f i f t h  grade l e v e l .  Column 7 i s  the  mean fo r  the  

number o f  weeks per y e a r  a t  the  f i f t h  grade le v e l .

Because th e  d a ta  from D e tro i t  P ub lic  S choo ls ,  th e  l a r g e s t  

d i s t r i c t  in  the  s t a t e ,  tend to  skew the  r e s u l t s  due to  the  s i z e  

o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  (93,844 s tu d en ts  K-5 o r  13.3% o f  th e  t o t a l  r e p o r te d ) ,  

Table 4 .12 i s  provided to  show the  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f  th e  programs 

re p o r te d  by D e t ro i t  to  th e  t o t a l s  re p o r te d .

The ta b le  shows th e  t o t a l  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  and th e  t o t a l  

number and percen tage  f o r  both the  D e t ro i t  Pub lic  Schools and a l l  

o th e rs  o u ts id e  o f  D e t r o i t .  This e f f e c t  i s  only found where 

s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  mentioned in  the  d a ta  and should have no bearing  

on the  f in d in g s  in  the  remaining t a b l e s .
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Table 4.12 

SUMMARY OF DETROIT AND OUTSTATE 

SPECIALIST TOTALS BY PROGRAM

TOTAL OF
s p e c ia l is t :
IN STATE

SPECIALISTS

N

IN DETROIT 

% OF TOTAL

OUTSTATE 5 

N

SPECIALISTS 

% OF TOTAL

ART 545.2 120 22.035 425.2 78.0%

VOCAL
MUSIC 722.9 126 17.4% 596.9 82.6%

BAND 340.7 42 12.3% 298.7 87.7%

ORCHESTRA 142.9 25 17.5% 117.9 82.5%

DRAMA 1.5 A
U

A
U 1.5 100%

DANCE 0 0 0 0 0

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION 1023.7 370 36.1% 653.7 63.9%

GUIDANCE
COUNSELING 172 92 53.5% 80 46.5%
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D eclin ing  en ro llm en ts  and sh r in k in g  revenues seem to  a f f e c t  

the  d i s t r i c t s  with the  l e a s t  amount o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  in  t h e i r  budgets 

the  h a rd e s t .  These d i s t r i c t s  a re  g e n e ra l ly  the  s m a l le s t  o r  ones 

th a t  a re  h igh ly  dependent on th e  formula based a id  from th e  s t a t e .

To gauge the  e f f e c t  o f  d i s t r i c t  s i z e  on the  presence  o f  

programs, a comparison was made o f  th e se  two f a c t o r s .  The d i s t r i c t s  

r e p o r t in g  da ta  were d iv id ed  in to  fo u r  c a te g o r ie s  accord ing  to  

en ro llm en t.  The c a te g o r ie s  were: d i s t r i c t s  having an e lem entary  

en ro llm en t o f  33 to  999, N = 253, ones having enro llm en ts  o f  

1000 to  1999, N = 107; ones having en ro llm en t o f  2000 to  3999,

N = 50; and th e  l a r g e s t  d i s t r i c t s  having from 4,000 to  93,844 

elem entary  s tu d e n t s ,  N = 27. A c ro ss  ta b u la t io n  was made 

y ie ld in g  the  r e s u l t s  shown in  Table 4 .13 .

For the  th re e  types o f  programs employing the  g r e a t e s t  number 

o f  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  i . e .  A r t ,  Vocal Music and Physical Education , 

the  r e s u l t s  were d ra m a t ic a l ly  c o n s i s t e n t ,  showing a p e r f e c t  

l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Beginning from the  s m a l le s t  d i s t r i c t  

ca tegory  through th e  l a r g e s t  in  the  a rea  o f  A r t ,  the  percen tages  

fo r  d i s t r i c t s  having a r t  programs were 30.8%, 41.5%, 64.0% and 

77.8% re s p e c t iv e ly .  When the  two sm a l le s t  c a te g o r ie s  (N = 360) 

and th e  two l a r g e s t  c a te g o r ie s  (N = 77) a re  grouped, th e  percen tages  

a re  33.6% o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  having en ro llm en ts  from 33 to  1999, 

and 6 8 . 8% fo r  the  d i s t r i c t s  having from 2000 to  93,844 s tu d e n ts  

r e s p e c t iv e ly .  These r e s u l t s  c l e a r l y  show the  advantage o f  e n r o l l 

ment s i z e  when i t  comes to  su pporting  an A rt program.
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Table 4 .13
CROSS TABULATIONS OF THE PRESENCE OF PROGRAMS 

BY DISTRICT SIZE

DISTRICT SIZE ACCORDING TO ELEMENTARY ENROLLMENT

33
to

999
(253)

1000
to

1999
(107)

2000
to

3999
(50)

4000
to

93,844
(27)

ART

Have a 
program

N 77 44 32 21

COL. PCT 30.8% 41.5% 64.0% 77.8%
Do not 
have a 
program

N 173 62 18 6

COL. PCT 69.2% 58.5% 36.0% 2 2 . 2%

VOCAL
MUSIC

Have a 
program

N 145 71 34 23

COL. PCT 57.5% 66.4% 6 8 . 0% 85.2%
Do not 
have a 
program

N 107 36 16 4

COL PCT. 42.5% 33.6% 32.0% 14.8%

JTRUMENTAL
MUSIC

Have a 
program

N 158 60 32 20

COL.PCT. 62.5% 56.1% 64.0% 76.9%
Do not 
have a 
program

N 95 47 18 6

COL. PCT 37.5% 43.9% 36.0% 23.1%
•

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

Have a 
program

N 155 74 36 21

COL. PCT 61.3% 69.2% 72.0% 77.8%
Do not 
have a 
program

N 98 33 14 6

COL. PCT 38.7% 30.8% 28.0% 2 2 . 2%

GUIDANCE
OUNSELING

Have a N 33 16 3 3
program COL. PCT 13.3% 15.2% 6 . 1% 11.5%
Do not N 216 89 46 23have a 
program COL. PCT 86.7% 84.8% 93.9% 88.5%
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The percen tages  f o r  d i s t r i c t s  having Vocal Music programs 

when ranking the  c a te g o r ie s  from the  sm a l le r  d i s t r i c t s  to  the  

la r g e ,  a re  57.5%, 66.4%, 68.0% and 85.2% r e s p e c t iv e ly .  These 

percen tages  show a f l a t t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and r e f l e c t  the  h igher 

t o t a l  percen tages  found in  th e  Vocal Music a re a .  When grouped 

the  two sm a l le r  en ro llm en t c a te g o r ie s  show a 60% margin and the  

two la r g e r  d i s t r i c t  c a te g o r ie s  in d ic a te  a 74% margin. Again, 

the  l a r g e r  the  d i s t r i c t ,  the  more l i k e l y  i t  i s  to  f in d  a Vocal 

Music program.

Physical Education percen tages  show an in c reased  evenness 

in  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w ith  61.3%, 69.2%, 72.0% and 77.8% r e s p e c t iv e ly .  

A grouping o f  the  sm a l le r  d i s t r i c t  c a te g o r ie s  and the  la r g e r  

ones y i e ld s  percen tages  o f  63.6% and 74.0% r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Larger 

d i s t r i c t s  again  a re  more l i k e l y  to  have Physical Education.

For programs in  Instrum enta l Music and Guidance Counseling , 

the  da ta  a re  no t as c o n s i s t e n t .

Instrum enta l Music shows a general t ren d  toward the  p a t te rn s  

found in  A r t ,  Vocal Music and Physical Education , bu t re v e rse s  

the  middle two c a te g o r ie s .  The p e rc en ta g e s ;  62.5%, 56.1%, 64.0% 

and 76.9% re s p e c t iv e ly  show a d e v ia t io n  downward in  the  second 

ca tego ry  but conform to  the  p a t t e r n  when grouped. Grouping 

y i e ld s  a 60.6% f ig u r e  f o r  the  two sm a lle r  d i s t r i c t  c a te g o r ie s  

and a 71.4% f ig u r e  f o r  th e  d i s t r i c t s  having elem entary  en ro llm en ts  

o f  2000  and more.

Guidance Counseling does not conform to  the  p a t t e r n  producing 

percen tages  o f  13.3%, 15.2%, 6.1% and 11.5% r e s p e c t iv e ly .  The
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com paratively  low N and the  n a tu re  o f  the  counse ling  program 

probably has some e f f e c t  on the  f ig u re s  but the  e x i s t in g  da ta  

do no t c l e a r ly  in d ic a te  what t h a t  e f f e c t  may be. F u r th e r  s tudy 

o f  th i s  and perhaps o th e r  f a c to r s  such as d i s t r i c t  S .E .V .,  m illages  

and s t a t e  a id  could be exp lored  in  th i s  a re a .

While the  numbers o f  programs in  the  va rious  d i s t r i c t  s i z e  

c a te g o r ie s  provide some evidence o f  the  lo c a t io n ,  only A rt and 

Vocal Music provided s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  in  terms o f  the  

alpha lev e l s e t .  Table 4.14 is  a summary o f  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  

le v e l s  found in th e se  comparisons.

A comparison between the  f a c to r  o f  formula s t a t e  a id  and 

the  presence o f  the  va rious  programs was a ls o  made. Tables 4 .1 5  

through 4 .19 show the  r e s u l t s  o f  those  c ro ss  t a b u la t io n s .

In an e f f o r t  to  r e p o r t  the  complete da ta  f o r  the  c ross  

t a b u la t io n s  in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  the  fo llow ing  ta b le  was designed .

The example below is  an e x p lan a tio n  o f  th a t  d e s ig n .
9

EXPLANATION OF 2x2 CROSS TABULATION TABLES .

KEY
1 . Hive i  

P ro g n a

Oo n o t 
H ive i  
P ro g n a TOTALS

Programs Cross ta b u la te d 1
n —n

Number o f  D i s t r i c t s  R eporting (N ). . 2 Hive i  
3 P ro g n *

2 2 6
Row Percentages  . 
Column Percentages 
P ercen t o f  Total N 
Row T o ta ls  . . . 
Column T o ta ls  . . 
Total N . . . . Do n o t 

Hive I  
P ro g rin

4

7
6

1 3  3 1

TOTALS 7 7 8
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Table 4.14

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR DISTRICT SIZE AND PROGRAMS

N X2 w ith 3 d f S ig n if ic an c e

ART 433 36.91 .0000

VOCAL MUSIC 436 9.91 .0194

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC

436 4.15 .2452*

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

437 5.37 .1464*

GUIDANCE
COUNSELING

429 2.60 .4582*

*not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05 lev e l
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All 2 x 2  c ro ss  ta b u la t io n s  w i l l  a l so  r e p o r t  the  PHI c o e f f i 

c i e n t  and th e  observed and expected values f o r  each c e l l .

Table 4.15 i s  the  c ro ss  t a b u la t io n  o f  the  v a r ia b le  f o r  the  

presence o f  an A rt program and whether o r  no t a d i s t r i c t  re c e iv e s  

formula s t a t e  a id .  330 d i s t r i c t s  re c e iv e  th e  a id  based on a 

formula which in c lu d es  th e  S.E.V. o f  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  th e  pe r  pupil 

ex pend itu re  and the  m il lag e  le v ie d  in  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  I t  i s  

designed to  a l l e v i a t e  a p o r t io n  o f  the  d is c re p a n c ie s  between the  

tax  bases o f  school d i s t r i c t s .  199 d i s t r i c t s  a re  "out o f  formula" 

and re c e iv e  no such a id .

Since both v a r ia b le s  a re  independent o f  each o t h e r ,  the  

X2  t e s t  was used to  measure th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between the  two. 

In a l l  such comparisons in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  lev e l was 

s e t  a t  a = 0.05 and s h a l l  be assumed throughout th e  remaining 

d iscu ss io n  o f  the  f in d in g s .

The f req u en c ie s  and percen tages  o f  th e  c ross  t a b u la t io n  

y ie ld e d  a x2 va lue  o f  27.52 w ith  one degree o f  freedom, (N = 429), 

and a s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  .0000. The PHI va lue  was .258 , in d ic a t in g  

the  s t r o n g e s t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  th e  s ix  a r e a s .  T h e re fo re ,  i t  can 

be assumed t h a t  th e re  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between the  

f a c to r s  o f  formula s t a t e  a id  and the  presence  o f  A rt programs 

a t  th e  e lem entary  l e v e l .

When Vocal Music programs were compared to  s t a t e  a i d ,  a 

s im i la r  r e s u l t  was found. Table 4.16 d isp la y s  th e  f in d in g s
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Table 4.15
CROSS TABULATIONS: STATE AID BY PRESENCE OF PROGRAM

ADT

1. S ta te  Aid 
by Art

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S ta te  Aid

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

TOTALS

Do no t 
Have a 
Program

Have a 
Program

31.6% 68.4%

297 
69.2%

132 
30.8%

59.1% 40.9%

172 
40.1%

257 
59.9%

TOTALS

x = 27.52 w ith  one degree  o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 leve l

429
100%

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S ta te  Aid-
Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

ART

Have
N» 94

Observed
21.9%

Expected 
27.7%

N= 78
Observed

18.2%
Expected

12.4%

Don't Have

N= 203
Observed

47.3%
Expected

41.5%

N= 54
Observed

12. 6%
Expected

18.4%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .258
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Table 4.16
CROSS TABULATIONS: STATE AID BY PRESENCE OF PROGRAM

Vocal Music

2. S ta te  Aid 
by Vocal 
Music

Have a 
Program

Do not 
Have a 
Program TOTALS

57.0% 43.0% |

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S f a f p  Aid

»«
•

CM
lO

170

/3 9 A %

128 

29.6  A m
•

o»

298
69.0%

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

CO

fN.
<n

101

\ 2 3 A % 7.6%/

33

LO

O
CM

134
31.0%

75.4* 24.6% |

TOTALS 271 
62.7%

161
37.3%

432
100%

X -  12.50 w ith  one degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

Vocal Music

Have Don't Have
N- 170 N* 128

Receive Observed Observed
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

39.4%
Expected

29.6%
Expected

43.3% 25.7%
ta le  A i d  ""

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

N= 101 N= 33

Observed
23.4%

Expected
19.4%

Observed
7.6%

Expected
1 1 . 6%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .175
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which in d ic a te  a x2 va lue  o f  12.50 w ith  one degree o f  freedom,

(N = 432), and a s ig n i f i c a n c e  value o f  .0004. The PHI value 

o f  .175 shows a somewhat l e s s  ro b u s t  r e l a t io n s h ip  when compared 

to  A rt .  Again, th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  ev idence does show a s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t io n s h ip  between Vocal Music programs and s t a t e  a id .

Programs in  Ins trum en ta l  Music and t h e i r  r e l a t io n s h ip  to  

s t a t e  a id  a re  rep o r te d  in  Table 4 .1 7 .  The x2 value was 1.68 

w ith  one degree o f  freedom, (N = 432), w ith  a s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  

.1953. Based on o u r  a  o f  .0 5 ,  the  r e l a t i o n s h ip  was not s i g n i f i 

c an t  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .

The c ro ss  t a b u la t io n  o f  Drama and s t a t e  a id  i s  shown in 

Table 4 .1 8 .  The r e l a t i o n s h ip  was no t s i g n i f i c a n t  as th e  f ig u r e s  

in d ic a te .

When s t a t e  a id  was compared to  Physical Education in  Table 

4 .1 9 ,  the  r e s u l t s  showed a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  which c lo s e ly  

p a r a l l e l e d  th e  one found f o r  Vocal Music. The x2 va lue  was 

12.58 w ith one degree o f  freedom w ith  a s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  .0004 

(N = 433). This s i m i l a r i t y  between Vocal Music and Physical 

Education found in  th e s e  comparisons lends weight to  the  theory  

o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  in  the  e lem entary  curricu lum  p u t fo r th  

e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  c h a p te r .

Guidance Counseling and s t a t e  a id  produced a n o n - s ig n i f i c a n t  

r e l a t i o n s h ip  as Table 4 .20  in d ic a t e s .
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Table 4.17

CROSS TABULATIONS: STATE AID BY PRESENCE OF PROGRAM

Instrum enta l Music

S ta te  Aid Do not 
Have a 
Program

Have a 
ProgramInstrumental

Music
TOTALS

59.6% 40.4%

Receive 
Formul a 
S ta te  Aid

177 120 297
68 . 8%

co
41.0% 27.8%VO

v o CM
S ta te  Aid

20 . 8%
CO

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

CO
CO CM

135
31.3%

1 66.7%

TOTALS 267
61.8%

165
38.2%

432
100%

2
x = 1 .6 8  w ith  one degree o f  freedom 
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05 lev e l

Ins trum en ta l  Music

Have D on't Have

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S ta te  Aid-
Oo not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

N- 177 
Observed
41.0%

Expected
42.5%
N= go 

Observed
20 . 8%

Expected
19.3%

120
Observed
27.8%

Expected
26.3%

N= 45
Observed

10.4%
Expected

12 . 0%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .067
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Table 4.18
CROSS TABULATIONS: STATE AID BY PRESENCE OF PROGRAM

Drama

4. S ta te  Aid 
by Drama Do not 

Have a 
Program

Have a 
Program TOTALS

0.7% 99.3%

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

296 298
68 . 8%

68.4%
S ta te  Aid

0 . 0% 31.2%

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

CO

135 135
31.2%

0 . 0% 100%

TOTALS 431
99.5%

433
100%

2
x = .04 w ith one degree o f  freedom 
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 lev e l

Drama

Have D on 't Have

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S ta te  Aid-
Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

N® 2
Observed

.5%
Expected

.3%
N= 0 

Observed
0 . 0%

Expected
0 . 2%

N* 296 
Observed

68.4%
Expected

68.5%

N= 135 
Observed

31.2%
Expected

31.0%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .046
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Table 4.19

CROSS TABULATIONS: STATE AID BY PRESENCE OF PROGRAM

5. S ta te  Aid

f a i n

Physical

Have a 
Program

Education
Do not 
Have a 
Program TOTALS

59.7% 40.3% |

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

St-at-o Aid

c n

c\i
u>

178

( 41.1%

120

27.7%\
feeo•o00

298
68.8%

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

a *
H

*Pv
CO

105

I 24.2% 6.9 %i 

1 30

a
o
CM

135
31.2%

77.8% 22.2% |

TOTALS 283
65.4%

150
34.6%

433
100%

2
x = 12.58 w ith one degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 leve l

Physical

Have

Education 

Don't Have

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S ta te  Aid-

Do not 
Receive 
Formul a 
S ta te  Aid

N= 178
Observed

41.1%
Expected

45.0%

N= 105
Observed

24.2%
Expected

20.4%

N= 120
Observed

27.7%
Expected

23.8%

N= 30
Observed

6.9%
Expected

10 . 8%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .176
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Table 4.20

CROSS TABULATIONS: STATE AID BY PRESENCE OF PROGRAM

6 . S ta te  Aid 
by
Guidance
Counseling

Guidance

Have a 
Program

Counseling
Do not 
Have a 
Program TOTALS

11.3% 88.7%

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

Sfafe Aid

o•
o<£>

33

(  7.8%

260

61.2%\
**n•
o»>•*

293
68.9%

Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

O•
o

22

I  5.2% 25.9%y

110

a*r*.
•

<TlCVJ

%

132
31.1%

16.7% 83.3%

TOTALS 55
12.9%

370
87.1%

425
100%

2
x = 1.90 wi th  one degree o f  freedom 
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

Guidance Counseling

Have Don't Have

Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

S ta te  Aid-
Do not 
Receive 
Formula 
S ta te  Aid

N= 33

Observed
7.8% 

Expected
8.9%

N= 22  

Observed
5.2%

Expected
4.0%

N= 260
Observed
61.2%

Expected
60.0%

N= 110
Observed
25.9%

Expected
27.1%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .075
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Table 4.21 is  provided as a summary o f the s ig n i f ic a n c e  lev e ls  

fo r  the  6 c ro ss  ta b u la t io n s  o f  the  presence o f  programming and 

the f a c to r  o f  formula s t a t e  a id .

Table 4.21

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR CROSS TABULATION 
OF STATE FORMULA AID AND THE PRESENCE OF PROGRAMS

S ta te
Formula
Aid

.0000 .0004 .1953* .8501* .0004 . 1677*

♦Not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05 level

In o rd e r  to  id e n t i f y  where the  d i s t r i c t s  f i t  in  terms o f  t h e i r  

s i z e  and who ge ts  s t a t e  a id ,  a c ro ss  t a b u la t io n  was run between 

th ese  two f a c to r s .  The r e s u l t s ,  rep o r ted  in  Table 4 .2 2 ,  in d ic a te  

a n o n - s ig n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  bu t provide some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  

in  terms o f  the  number o f  d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g  s t a t e  a id  in  the  

4 groupings used in  Table 4 .1 3 .

In an e f f o r t  to  e s t a b l i s h  any r e l a t io n s h ip s  between the 

presence o f  programming p a t te rn s  in  the  d i s t r i c t s ,  c ro ss  ta b u la t io n s  

were run f o r  the  v a r ia b le s  o f  A r t ,  Vocal Music, Ins trum enta l 

Music, Physical Education and Guidance Counseling. Tables 4 .23 

through 4 .33  r e f l e c t  those  f in d in g s .
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Table 4.22

COMPARISON OF DISTRICT ENROLLMENT 
SIZE AND FORMULA AID STATUS

D i s t r i c t  S ize  According To Elementary Enrollment

Group 1

33
to

999

N=252

Group 2

1000
to

1999

N=105

Group 3

2000
to

3999

N=49

Group 4

4000
to

93,844

N=27

N
D i s t r i c t s
Receiving
Formula

171 75 37 15

j  Ld v6
Aid

COL % 67.9% 71.4% 75.5% 55.6%

N
D i s t r i c t s
Not
Receiving

81 30 12 12

Formula
S ta te
Aid COL % 32.1% 28.6% 24.5% 44.4%

2
x=  2.67 with 3 degrees o f  freedom
S ig n if ic an c e  = .2984
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05 leve l
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As with the  p rev ious  2 x 2  c ross  t a b u la t io n ,  the  format used 

in  the  ta b le s  i s  o f  a sp e c ia l  design  to  inc lude  a l l  o f  the  da ta  

in  a v i s u a l ly  i n t e l l i g i b l e  way. The x2 values and the  observed 

and expected values f o r  each c e l l  a re  a l so  provided along with 

the  PHI value  to  in d ic a te  the  robustness  o f  the  r e l a t io n s h ip .

A summary o f  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  le v e l s  i s  found in Table 4 .33 .

Table 4.23 in d ic a te s  the  r e l a t io n s h ip  o f  A rt programs to  

Vocal Music Programs. The x2 o f  108.52 w ith  one degree o f  freedom, 

(N = 432) produced an extrem ely  high s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  0 (beyond 

.0000). The PHI value  o f  .506 showed a s t re n g th  o f  r e la t io n s h ip  

t h a t  was exceded on ly  by Vocal Music and Physical Education.

When th e  p resence  o f  A rt programs was compared to  th e  presence 

o f  Instrum ental Music programs in  Table 4 .2 4 , the  r e l a t io n s h ip  

was again  s i g n i f i c a n t  though lack in g  the  s t r e n g th  o f  the  previous 

comparison. The x2 va lue  was 20.82 w ith one degree o f  freedom 

(N = 432) and y ie ld e d  a s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  .0000. A PHI o f  .224 

showed a f a i r l y  s t ro n g  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between th e se  two f a c to r s .

A rt was a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  presence o f  Physical 

Education programs as shown in  Table 4 .25 . The x2 value was 

96.87 w ith  one degree  o f  freedom, (N = 433), and the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  

was .0000. The PHI value  was th e  t h i r d  h ig h e s t  o f  the  10 compar

isons a t  .478.

Guidance Counseling and A rt programs a re  rep o r te d  in  Table 

4 .2 6 . The x2 value was 4.21 with one degree o f  freedom, (N = 425),
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Table 4.23
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Vocal Music

1. A rt by 
Vocal Music Have a

Do not 
Have a

Program Program TOTALS

92.5% 7.5%

Have a 
Program

ART

a*
•<x>m

161

/3 7 .3 %

13

3 .0% \
t"*

•
00

174
(40.3%)

Do no t 
Have a 
Program

>8ID
•

c

110

I  25.5% 34,3% I  

148

>8o>
HCT>

258
(59.7%)

42.6% 57.4%

TOTALS 271
(62.7%)

161
(37.3%)

432
( 100%)

x = 108.52 w ith 1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 lev e l

Vocal Music

Have Don't Have
N= 161 N= 13

Observed Observed
Have 37.3% 3.0%

Expected Expected
25.3% 15.0%

N= 110 N- 148

Don't Observed Observed
Have 25.5% 34.3%

Expected Expected
37.4% 22.3%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .506
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Table 4.24
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Instrum enta l Music

Do not 
Have a 
Program

Instrumental Have a 
ProgramMusic TOTALS

75.1%

Have a 
Program

130 173
(40.0%)

00 30.1! VO
CM10. 0%

ART
31.7! 28.2%<s*

CO cr>

Do no t 
Have a 
Program

137 122 259
(60.0%)

52.9% 47.1%

TOTALS 432
( 100%)

x2 = 20.82 w ith  1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 leve l

Ins trum enta l  Music

Have D on't Have
N= 130 N= 43

Observed Observed
Have 30.1% 1 0 . 0%

Expected Expected
24.7% 15.3%

N= 137 k= 122

Don' t Observed Observed
Have 31.7% 28.2%

Expected Expected
37.1% 22.9%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .224
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Table 4.25
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Physical Education

Do not 
Have a 
Program

Physical
Education

Have a 
Program TOTALS

93.1% 6.9%

162 174
(40.2%)

Have a 
Program

Csl

ART in oo

27.9% 31.9%

Do not 
Have a 
Program 121 138 259

(59.8%)

[46.7% 53.3%

TOTALS 150
(34.6%)

433
( 100%)

2
X = 9 6 .8 7  w ith  1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

Physical Education

Have Don't Have
N= 162 N= 12

Have
Observed

37.4%
Expected

26.3%

Observed
2 . 8%

Expected
13.9%

N= 121 N= 138

Don't
Have

Observed
27.9%

Expected
39.1%

Observed
31.9%

Expected
20.7%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .478



96

Table 4.26
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM

ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Guidance Counseling

4. A rt by 
Guidance 
Counseling

Have a 
Program

Do not 
Have a 
Program TOTALS

| 17.1% 82.9%

Have a 
Program

ART

r*N.
•

COin

29

/  6.8%

141

33.2%\
o

•
00
CO

170
(40.0%)

Do no t 
Have a 
Program

CO

1o

25

I 5.9% 54.1% J 
230

ao•
CM
VO

255
(60.0%)

9.8% 90.2% |

TOTALS 54
(12.7%)

371
(87.3%)

425
(100%)

2
x = 4 .21  w ith  1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

ART

Guidance Counseling

Have Don't Have
N= 29 N= 141

Have
Observed

6.8%
Expected

5.1%

Observed
32.2%

Expected
34.9%

N=”Z5 230

Don't
Have

Observed
5.9%

Expected
7.6%

Observed
54.1%

Expected
52.4%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .107
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and the  r e l a t io n s h ip  was s i g n i f i c a n t  w ith a .0402 lev e l c a lc u la te d .  

As might be assumed, th e  PHI value  was lower a t  .107.

The f i f t h  comparison was made between Vocal Music and 

Instrum enta l Music and i s  provided in  Table 4 .2 7 .  The value f o r  

X2  was 12.44 w ith  one degree o f  freedom (N = 4 3 5 ) ,  which produced 

a s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  .0004. A PHI o f  .174 was produced.

The r e l a t i o n s h ip  between Vocal Music and Physical Education , 

rep o r te d  in  Table 4 .2 8 ,  was the  s t r o n g e s t  o f  th e  10 recorded .

The x2 value was 128.59 w ith  one degree o f  freedom, (N = 436), 

and th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  was 0 (beyond .0000). The PHI value  o f  

.548 again  adds credence  to  th e  s p e c u la t io n  concern ing  the  

r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  th e se  programs to  a schedu ling  p a t t e r n  t h a t  i s  

used as a "b e s t  f i t "  f o r  classroom  t e a c h e r ' s  break tim e.

The seventh  comparison was made between Vocal Music and 

Guidance Counseling and i s  re p o r te d  in  Table 4 .2 9 . The x2 value 

was 11.36 w ith one degree o f  freedom, (N = 4 2 8 ) ,  and the  

s ig n i f ic a n c e  was .0008. The r e l a t i o n s h ip  was s i g n i f i c a n t  and the  

PHI was .170.

Instrum en ta l Music and Physical E duca tion , as shown in  

Table 4 .3 0 ,  provided y e t  a n o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The 

value f o r  x2 was 20.81 w ith  one degree o f  freedom, (N = 436), 

y i e ld in g  a s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  .0000. PHI was .223.

Instrum enta l Music and Guidance Counseling was the  only 

n o n - s ig n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  found in t h i s  s e t  o f  comparisons.
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Table 4.27
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Ins trum en ta l Music

5. Vocal Music Do not 
Have a 
Program

Have a 
ProgramInstrum en ts TOTALS

Music

68.4% 31.6%

186 272
(62.5%)

Have a 
Program

CO
VOCAL
MUSIC

42.8! 19.8%
VO in

CTl 1 9 . IS 18.4% CM

00
CO

Do n o t 
Have a 
Program

163
(37.5%)

50.9% 49.1%

TOTALS 269
(61.8%)

435
( 100%)

2
X = 1 2 .4 4  w ith  1 degree  o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

Have

VOCAL
MUSIC

Don't
Have

In s trum en ta l Music

Have
N= 186 

Observed
42.8%

Expected
38.6%

N= 83
Observed

19.1%
Expected

23.2%

D on 't Have
N= 86 

Observed
19.8%

Expected
23.9%

N= 80 
Observed

18.4%
Expected

14.3%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .174
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Table 4.28
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Physical Education

6 . Vocal Music Do not 
Have a 
Program

Have a 
ProgramPhysical

Education
TOTALS

85.7%

234Have a 
Program

273
(62.6%)

00
VOCAL
MUSIC

53.7! 26.0% VO
CM00

11.92 25.5%
CM

Do not 
Have a 
Program

111 163
(37.4%)

TOTALS 150
(34.4%)

436
( 100%)

2
x = 128.59 w ith  1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 lev e l

Have

VOCAL
MUSIC

Don't
Have

Physical Education

Have
N= 234 

Observed
53.7%

Expected
41.1%

N= 52 
Observed

11.9%
Expected

24.5%

Don't Have
N= 39 

Observed
8.9%

Expected
21.5%

N= i n  

Observed
25.5%

Expected
12.9%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .548
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Table 4.29
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Guidance Counseling

7. Vocal Music 
by
Guidance
Counseling

Do not 
Have a 
Program

Have a 
Program TOTALS

Have a 
Program

220 266
(62.1%)

ID
VOCAL
MUSIC

CD
00 10.7: 51.4% cr>

i n

35.1%

VO

Do not 
Have a 
Program

153 162
(37.9%)

5.63

TOTALS 373
(87.1%)(12.9%)

x = 1 1 .3 6  w ith 1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

Have

VOCAL
MUSIC

Don't
Have

Guidance Counseling

Have
N= 46

Observed
10.7%

Expected
8 . 0%

N= g

Observed
2 . 1%

Expected
4.9%

Don't Have
N= 220

Observed
51.4%

Expected
54.1% 

*1= 153
Observed

35.7%
Expected

33.0%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .170
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Table 4.30
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Physical Education

8 . Instrumental 
Music by 
Physical 
Education

Have a 
Program

Do not 
Have a 
Program TOTALS

73.7% 26.3%

Have a 
Program

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC

0 0
•

CT>
lO

199

/  45.63

71

16.3% \
o

•

270
(61.9%)

Do no t 
Have a 
Program

CM
•

O
CO

86

I 19.73 18.3% /  

80

**o•
c o
m

166
(38.1%)

51.83 48.2% |

TOTALS 285
(65.4%)

151
(.34.6%)

436
( 100%)

X = 2 0 .8 1  w ith  1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 lev e l

Have

INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC -----

Don't
Have

Physical Education

Have
N* 199

Observed
45.6%

Expected
40.5%

N- 86

Observed
19.7%

Expected
24.9%

Don't Have
N= 71

Observed
16.3%

Expected
21.4%

N= 80

Observed
18.3%

Expected
13.2%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .223
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Table 4.31
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Guidance Counseli ng

9 . Instrumental 
Music by 
Guidance 
Counseling

Have a 
Program

Do not 
Have a 
Program TOTALS

15.5% 84.5%

Have a 
Program

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC

in

41

(  9.6%

223

5 2 .1 % \
00

•
cr>
in

264
(61.7% )

Do not 
Have a 
Program

«m
•

in
CM

14

I  3.3% 35.0% )  

150

CM
•

O

164
(38.3% )

8.5% 91.5%

TOTALS 55
(12.9% )

373
(.87.1%)

428
(100%)

2
x = 3.82 w ith 1 degree o f  freedom 
Not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 lev e l

Have

INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC -

Don't
Have

Guidance Counseling

Have
N= 41

Observed
9.6%

Expected
8 . 0%

N= 14
Observed

3.3%
Expected

4.9%

Don't Have
N= 223

Observed
52.1%

Expected
53.7%

N= 150
Observed

35.0%
Expected

33.4%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .102
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The x2 va lue  was 3.82 w ith  one degree o f  freedom, (N = 428), 

and the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  was only  .0008 beyond th e  a  s e t  a t  .05* o r 

.0508. PHI was c a lc u la te d  a t  .1 0 2 . '

The f in a l  c ro ss  t a b u la t io n  was between Physical Education 

and Guidance Counseling in  Table 4 .3 2 . The r e l a t i o n s h ip  was 

s i g n i f i c a n t  using the  given a l e v e l .  The x2 va lue  was 4.30 with 

one degree o f  freedom, (N = 4 29 ) , and the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  was .0381. 

The value  fo r  PHI was .107.

Table 4 .33  i s  a summary o f  th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  the  10 

comparisons. Guidance Counseling and Instrum en ta l Music provided 

the  only non s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip .  Guidance Counseling was 

a lso  the  only  program t h a t  r e g i s t e r e d  c o n s i s t e n t  va lues  

beyond the  .0004 range th e r e f o r e  showing a weaker r e l a t i o n s h i p .

From the  comparisons made, th e re  i s  an a lm ost c o n s i s t e n t ly  

high r e l a t i o n s h ip  among s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  M ichigan 's  

pu b lic  e lem entary  s c h o o ls .  That i s  to  say t h a t  th e se  in d iv id u a l  

programs a re  u s u a l ly  found in  the  p resence  o f  o th e r  s p e c i a l i s t  

d i r e c te d  programs. Schools w ith  programs tend to  have o th e r  

programs a t  the  given in c id en ce  whereas th e  schools  l i s t e d  in the  

fo u r th  c e l l  o f  the  c ro s s  ta b u la t io n s  a re  probably th e  schools  

w ith  c o n s i s t e n t ly  no program o f f e r in g s  a t  a l l .

Sec tion  VIII o f  th e  survey in s trum en t asks general q u es t io n s  

about the  changes in  programming le v e l s  over a f iv e  y e a r  p e r io d ,
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Table 4.32
CROSS TABULATION BY PROGRAM
ACCORDING TO DISTRICT COUNT

Guidance Counseling

10. P hysica l 
Education 
by Guidanct 
Counseling

Do not 
Have a 
Program

Have a 
Program TOTALS

15.5% 84.5%

235Have a 
Program

278
(64.8%)

OJ CO
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION,

10 . 0% 54.8%00 CM
CO

2 . 8% 32.4%
CO CM

CM CO
Do no t 
Have a 
Program

139 151
(35.2%)

7.9% 92.1%

374
(87.2%)

429
( 100%)

TOTALS

2
X = 4 .30  w ith  1 degree o f  freedom 
S ig n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 lev e l

Guidance Counseling

Have Don't Have

Have

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

Don't
Have

N= 43

Observed
10 . 0%

Expected
8.3%

N= 12
Observed

2 . 8%
Expected

4.5%

N= 235
Observed

54.8%
Expected

56.5%

N= 139
Observed

32.4%
Expected

30.7%

Observed and Expected 
Values by C e l l .

PHI = .107
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Table 4.33 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR 

CROSS TABULATIONS OF PROGRAM OFFERINGS

ART VOCAL
MUSIC

INSTRUMEN
TAL MUSIC

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

GUIDANCE
COUNSELING

ART ------

VOCAL
MUSIC .0000 ------

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC .0000 .0004 ------

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION .0000 .0 0 0 0 .0000 ------

GUIDANCE ' 
COUNSELING .0402 .0008 .0508* .0381 ------

*not s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  the  .05 leve l
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p e rcep tio n s  about the  reasons f o r  change, and some fo r e c a s t s  about 

the  fu tu re  o f  the  programming. The respondents  were asked to  

provide  t h e i r  knowledge o f  the  h i s to r y  o f  th e  changes and t h e i r  

op in ions about them. The r e s u l t s  a re  provided in  Tables 4.34 

through 4 .39 .

Data f o r  the  t a b le s  a re  p re sen ted  in  f req u en c ie s  o f  responses 

and rep o r te d  in  the  number and percen tage  o f  the  response .

Table 4 .34  a l s o  su p p l ie s  the  percen tages  in  terms o f  the  t o t a l  

number o f  respondents  in  the  survey (437) which i s  lab e led  as 

the  r e l a t i v e  frequency , and the  p e rc en t  o f  those  a c tu a l ly  r e s 

ponding to  the  q u es t io n  which i s  lab e led  as the  ad ju s ted  

frequency. Because th e re  was no s p e c i f i c  o p p o r tu n i ty  provided 

to  in d ic a te  a s t a t i c  o r  no-change c o n d i t io n ,  i t  i s  assumed th a t  

the  lack  o f  response in d ic a te s  t h a t  c o n d i t io n .

1. P lease  in d ic a te  i f  any o f  the  fo llow ing  elem entary  
programs have e i t h e r  grown, been cu t-back  o r  
e l im in a ted  in  your d i s t r i c t  over the  l a s t  5 y e a r s .

Table 4 .34  p re s e n ts  the  d a ta  from Question 1.

According to  the  re sp o n se s ,  230 (52.7%) do not r e p o r t  

changes in  programming in  A rt .  T h i r ty  fo u r  d i s t r i c t s  o r  7.8% 

o f  the  t o t a l  sample r e p o r t  growth, 58 d i s t r i c t s  (13.3%) r e p o r t  

c u ts  in  programs, and 115 (26.3%) r e p o r t  the  complete lo s s  o f  

A rt from the  e lem entary  l e v e l .
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Table 4.34

Frequencies o f  Responses fo r  Question 1 in  S ec tion  VIII

1. P lease  in d ic a te  i f  any o f th e  fo llow ing  elem entary  programs have 
e i t h e r  grown, been c u t-b a ck ,  o r  e l im in a ted  in  your d i s t r i c t  over 
th e  l a s t  5 y e a r s .

Growth
Cut
Back

Elim i
nated

S t a t i c  
o r  no 
Response T o ta ls

ART N 34 58 115 230 437

REL.FREQ.* 7.8* 13.3* 26.3* 52.7* (100)*
ADJ.FREQ.% 16.4* 28.0* 55.6* 100*

VOCAL
MUSIC

N 40 93 112 192 437

REL.FREQ.* 9.2* 21.3* 25.6* 43.9* 100*
ADJ.FREQ.% 16.3* 38.0* 45.7* 100*

INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC

N 26 69 65 277 437
REL.FREQ.* 5.9* 15.8* 14.9* 63.4* 100*
ADJ.FREQ.% 16.2* 43.1* 40.6* ------ (100)*

DRAMA N 5 2 9 421 437

_REL.FREQ.* 1.1* .5* 2.1* 96.3* 100*
ADJ.FREQ.* 31.3* 12.5* 56.3* ------ (100)*

DANCE N 1 1 9 426 437

REL.FREQ.* .2* .2* 2.1* 97.5* 100*
ADJ.FREQ.* 9.1* 9.1* 81.8* ------ 100*

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

N 37 98 100 202 437
REL.FREQ.* 8.5* 22.4* 22.9* 46.3* (100)*
ADJ.FREQ.* 15.7* 41.7* 42.5* ------ (100)*

GUIDANCE
COUNSELING

N 18 24 52 343 437

REL.FREQ.* 4.1* 5.5* 11.9* 78.5* 100*
ADJ.FREQ.* 19.1* 25.5* 55.3* ------ (100)*

REL.FREQ* = * o f  t o t a l  N
ADJ.FREQ.* = * o f  (N minus s t a t i c  o r  no re sp o n se ) ,  o r  respondents  on ly .
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Vocal Music saw a 9.221 o r  40 d i s t r i c t  growth in  programs 

over the  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s ,  bu t a l s o  s u f fe re d  a 21.3% (93 d i s t r i c t s )  

cu t-back in  programs and saw 112 programs (25.6%) e lim in a ted  in  

Michigan.

Instrum ental Music programs grew in  26 d i s t r i c t s  (5.9%), 

but were cu t-back  in  69 (15.8%) and e l im ina ted  in  65 (14.9%).

Drama programs were in c reased  in  5 d i s t r i c t s  (1.1%), c u t 

back in 2 (.5%) and vanished in  9 (2.1%).

Dance programs were inc reased  in  only one d i s t r i c t ,  c u t 

back in 1 and e l im in a ted  in  9.

Physical Education saw in c rease s  in  37 d i s t r i c t s  (8.5%) 

p a r t i a l  lo sse s  in  98 (.22.4%) and the  e l im in a tio n  o f  programs in 

100 d i s t r i c t s  (22.9%).

Guidance Counseling programs grew in 18 d i s t r i c t s  (4.1%) 

but were cu t  back in 24 (5.5%) and e l im in a ted  in  52 (11.9%).

When compared to  Kenney's s tudy in  1977, th e  f ig u re s  seem 

to  be in  agreement a f t e r  making adjustm ents fo r  the  growth and 

d ec l in e  over the  6 y e a r  period  t h a t  s ep a ra te s  the  two s tu d ie s .  

Minor d i f f e r e n c e s  a re  p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in ab le  by the  f a c t  th a t  

the  question  assumed, though i t  did  not e x p l i c i t l y  s p e c i fy ,  t h a t  

the  programs repo rted  should be d i re c te d  by a s p e c i a l i s t  in  the  

p a r t i c u l a r  a reas  in  q u e s t io n .

The second question  asked o f  the  respondents in Section  VIII

was:
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2. I f  programs have grown in  the  l a s t  5 y e a r s ,  what
can you i d e n t i f y  as the  major f a c to r s  in  t h e i r  growth?

The respondents  were asked to  rank o rd e r  t h e i r  answers 

accord ing  to  im portance. Many chose to  rank d i f f e r e n t  responses  

e q u a l ly .  Table 4 .35 re p re s e n ts  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  the  f in d in g s  

rep o r te d  by frequency o f  response . The median response i s  a l so  

p rovided .

The q u e s t io n  o f f e re d  7 p o s s ib le  e x p lan a tio n s  to  choose from 

and provided  2 blank spaces f o r  a d d i t io n a l  ones. Explanations 

added to  th e  survey form a re  provided a t  th e  end o f  the  d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  t h i s  t a b l e .

A d m in is tra t iv e  l e a d e r s h ip  rece iv ed  the  most responses as well 

as th e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  p r i o r t y  one ra n k in g s ,  59 and 28 re sp ec 

t i v e l y .  The second most o f te n  marked reason was good communication, 

to  and from the  program with numbers o f  47 and 20 r e s p e c t iv e ly .

A c lo s e  t h i r d  reason  was t h a t  the  program i s  seen as p a r t  o f  the  

b a s ic  cu rr icu lum  in  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  accum ulating 46 t o t a l  responses  

w ith  20 being marked as a f i r s t  cho ice .

The nex t fo u r  rank ings  in c lu d ed : th e  " d i s t r i c t  was f i n a n c i a l l y

sound" w ith  t o t a l s  o f  41 and 18, "s trong  program s t a f f "  with 

t o t a l s  o f  37 and 11, " s t ro n g  p a re n t  advocacy", 35 and 14, and 

"good in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  program to  the  system" re c e iv in g  25 

t o t a l  responses  and 5 f i r s t  ran k in g s .  The t a b l e  p rov ides  th e  

d e t a i l e d  breakdowns.



Table 4.35

Frequencies o f  Responses f o r  Question 2 In Section  VIII

2. I f  programs have grown in  th e  l a s t  5 y e a r s ,  what can you id e n t i f y  
as  th e  major f a c to r s  in  t h e i r  growth.

P r i o r i t y  Ranking

P o ss ib le  Responses 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Tot.

Good communication 
between th e  p ro 
gram, s t a f f ,  p a ren t  
a d m in is t r a to r s  and 
community.
Median. 1 .850

N
»

20 10 8 4 3 2 47

% 42.635 21T 3% 17.0% 8.5% 4.3% 10Q%
Program i s  i n t e 
g ra te d  w ith  o th e r  
s u b je c t  m a t te r  
and s t a f f .
Median, 5.583

N 5 5 1 1 6 6 1 25

% 20.0% 20.0% 4.0% 4.0% 24.0% 24.0% 4.0% 100%
Strong p a re n t  
advocacy. 
Median, 2.600 N 14 3 5 2 5 4 2 35

% 40.0% 8.6% 14.3% 5.7% 14.3% 11.4% 5.7% 100%

Program i s  seen as 
p a r t  o f  th e  b a s ic  
cu rricu lum .
Median, 2 .1

N 20 5 5 9 4 1 2 46

% 43.5% 10.9% 10.9%. 19.6% 8.7% 2.2% 4.3% 100%

Strong program 
s t a f f .
Median, 2.438

N 11 8 3 6 6 3 37

% 29.7% 21.6% 8.1% 16.2% 16.2% 8.1% 100%

D i s t r i c t  i s  
f i n a n c i a l l y  
sound.
Median, 1.917

N 18 6 5 6 2 4 41

% 43.9% 14.6% 12.2% 14.6% 4.9% 9.8% 100%

A d m in is tra t iv e  
le a d e r s h ip .  
Median, 1.579

N 28 19 5 2 1 3 1 59

% 47.5% 32.2% 8.5% 3.4% 1.7% 5.1% 1.7% 100%
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Other reasons added to  the  form in  o rd e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  were:

1. C on trac tual o r  Union c o n s id e ra t io n s  (5)

2. Provides break time f o r  classroom  te ac h e rs  (4)

3. Personnel a v a i l a b le  f o r  assignment (1)

4. Strong s t a f f  advocacy (1)

5. Chapter I funds (1)

6. S tudent need (1)

7. Opened new b u i ld in g  (1)

This q u e s t io n  provided some e x p lan a tio n  o f  why programs have 

grown. Though a l l  th e  s p e c i f i c  programs were grouped under th e  

general heading o f  "programs'1 th e  reasons f o r  th e  growth o f  one 

would be e q u a l ly  a p p ro p r ia te  f o r  any. As with a l l  o f  the  percep

t io n s  l i s t e d  h e re ,  the  re a d e r  i s  reminded t h a t  th e  source  (elemen

ta r y  p r in c ip a l s )  should be considered  when e v a lu a t in g  th e  re sp o n ses .

The t h i r d  q u es t io n  was the  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  th e  second:

3. I f  programs have e i t h e r  been c u t  back o r  e l im in a te d  
in  the  l a s t  5 y e a r s ,  which combination o f  the  
fo llow ing  might b e s t  d e sc r ib e  your d i s t r i c t ' s  
r a t i o n a l e  f o r  decid ing  to  c u t  o r  e l im in a t e .

Again the  respondents  were asked to  rank o rd e r  t h e i r  re sp o n se s .

Table 4 .36  in d ic a te s  the  response  p a t te r n s  f o r  Question 3 

o f  S ec tion  V III .

The overwhelming cho ice  o f  the  p r in c ip a l s  f o r  t h i s  q u es t io n  

was the  reason o f  "budget c u t s " .  With a t o t a l  response  r a t e  o f  

282, 97.9% o r 276 o f  which were marked number one , th e re  can be 

l i t t l e  cause to  su sp ec t  any o th e r  reason  fo r  the  d e c l in e  o r  

e l im in a t io n  o f  programs accord ing  to  the  e lem entary  p r in c ip a l s .
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Table 4.36

Frequencies o f  Responses f o r  Ouestion 3 in  Section  VIII

3. I f  programs have e i t h e r  been cu t-back  o r e l im in a ted  in  th e  l a s t  
5 years*  which combination o f  the  fo llow ing  might b e s t  d e sc r ib e  
your d i s t r i c t ' s  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  dec id ing  to  c u t  o r  e l im in a te .

P r i o r i t y  Ranking

P o ss ib le  Responses 1 2 3 4 5 6 TOT.

Area not e s s e n t i a l  
to  b a s ic s  curricu lum . 
Median* 2.286

N 7 35 13 3 4 7 69

% 10.1% 50.7% 18.8% 4.3% 5.8% 10.1% 100%

Lack o f  d i s t r i c t  
commitment to  program. 
Median, 2.452

N 7 31 28 4 3 73

% 9.6% 42.5% 38.4% 5.5% 4.1% 100%

Budget c u ts .  
Median, 1.011 N 276 4 1 1 282

% 97.9% 1.4% .4% .4% 100%

Lack o f community 
commitment to  program. 
Median, 2.577

N 10 20 13 12 5 2 62

% 16.1% 32.3% 21.0% 19.4% 8.1% 3.2% 100%

Program did  not 
communicate i t s  
reasons f o r  e x i s t in g .  
Median, 3.714

N 3 10 5 14 7 3 42

% 7.1% 23.8% 11.9% 33.3% 16.7% 7.1% 100%

Lack o f  le a d e r s h ip -  
c o o rd in a t io n  f o r  
th e  program.
Median, 5.000

N 3 4 5 8 12' 32

% 9.4% 12.5% 15.6% 25.0% 37.5% 100%
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But below t h a t  reason l i e s  the  s p e c to r  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  to  be d i s 

cussed in  the  f in a l  ch ap te r  o f  t h i s  s tu d y .

The secondary responses begin to  i d e n t i f y  th e  problem.

The second most marked reason was " lack  o f  d i s t r i c t  commitment 

to  program" which garnered  7 f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  re sp o n ses ,  31 second, 

28 t h i r d  and 4 and 3 f o r  fo u r th  and f i f t h  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Close 

behind was the  r a t i o n a l e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e se  programs were "not 

e s s e n t i a l  to  the  b a s ic s  curriculum " w ith 69 t o t a l  re sp o n se s ;

7 f i r s t ,  35 second, 13 th i r d  and 3 , 4 ,  a n d .7 f o r  4 th  through 6th 

p la ce .  The fo u r th  most o f ten  marked response  had a t o t a l  o f  62 

and a median o f  2.577 and d e a l t  w ith  a " lack  o f  community commit

ment to  the  program". The f i f t h  reason o f  "poor communications" 

n e t te d  42 responses w ith  a median o f  3 .714 , and the  l a s t  reason 

t h a t  d e a l t  w ith a lack  o f  le a d e rs h ip  and c o o rd in a t io n  f o r  the  

program rece iv ed  32 responses  with a median o f  5 .0 .

A dditiona l responses  added to  th e  form were:

1. Loss o f  en ro llm en t (7)

2. Scheduling problems (2)

3. Less than a f u l l  o r  p a r t  time assignm ent to  
w arran t m a in ta in ing  the  program (2)

4. Poor te a c h e r  t r a in in g  (.1)

The fo u r th  q u e s t io n  in  Section  VIII asked about advocacy 

e f f o r t s  in  th e  face  o f  p o s s ib le  c u t s :

4. Assuming t h a t  th e  cu ts  were made on a cu rricu lum  
p r i o r i t y  b a s is  accord ing  to  some ra t io n a l  p la n ,  
was th e re  an a ttem pt by program advocates to  
p re sen t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  compelling reasons f o r  not 
c u t t in g  o r  e l im in a t in g  th e se  programs?
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Table 4.37 In d ic a te s  th e  response  f re q u e n c ie s .

The a b i l i t y  to  a r t i c u l a t e  a r a t i o n a l e  c l e a r l y  and fo r c e f u l ly  

to  muster th e  n ecessa ry  fo rce  to  m ain ta in  programs in  a s t a t e  o f  

budget c u t-b a c k s ,  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  s k i l l  fo r  a s p e c i a l i s t .  The 

d a ta  in  t h i s  t a b le  show an i n t e r e s t i n g  p a t t e r n .  The o rd e r in g  

o f  the  percen tages  o f  programs t h a t  pu t fo r th  an e f f o r t  to  p r o te s t  

cu ts  o r  e l im in a t io n ,  produces a program l i s t  which approximates 

the  l i s t  f o r  the  number o f  programs in  sch o o ls .

Physical Education which has th e  h ig h e s t  number o f  programs 

in  the  s t a t e ,  a l s o  seems to  be the  most a c t iv e  when i t  comes 

to  defending i t s e l f  w ith  a 67.3% f ig u r e  f o r  advocacy e f f o r t s .  

Instrum enta l and Vocal Music a re  second and t h i r d  w ith  65.5% 

and 62.2% r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  fo llowed by Guidance Counseling and A rt 

with f ig u r e s  o f  59.4% and 57.7% r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Drama and Dance 

follow  th e  le ad e rs  with 12.5% and 8.7% re s p e c t iv e ly .

All o f  th e  programs produced p o s i t iv e  advocacy e f f o r t s  o f  

57% o r  b e t t e r  with the  ex cep tion  o f  Drama and Dance.

The f i f t h  q u es t io n  asked responden ts :

5. In your o p in io n ,  what would i t  take  to  have th e se  
programs inc luded  as a r e g u la r  p a r t  o f  the  
e lem entary  curricu lum ?

The respondents  were asked to  rank o rd e r  t h e i r  responses  

which a re  provided in  Table  4 .3 8 .

Again the  p r in c ip a l  in g re d ie n t  m issing  in most d i s t r i c t s  

i s  money. A t o t a l  o f  325 p r in c ip a l s  in d ic a te d  t h a t  "more money"
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Table 4.37

Frequencies o f  Responses f o r  Question 4 in  S ec tion  VIII

4. Assuming t h a t  th e  c u ts  were made on a cu rricu lum  p r i o r i t y  b a s is  
accord ing  to  some r a t i o n a l  p la n ,  was th e re  an a ttem pt by program 
advocates  to  p re s e n t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  com pelling reasons  f o r  not 
c u t t in g  o r  e l im in a t in g  th e se  programs.

YES NO
TOTAL

OF
RESPONSES

NART
90 66 156

% 57.7% 42.3% 100%

VOCAL N 117 71 188
MUSIC

% 62.2% 37.8% 100%

INSTRUMENTAL N 
mii c-jr

76 40 116

% 65.5% 34.5% 100%

N
DRAMA

3 21 24

% 12.5% 87.5% 100%

•  • N
DANCE

2 21 23

* 8.7% 91.3% 100%

PHYSICAL N
115 55 171

EDUCATION
% 67.3% 32.2% 100%

GUIDANCE N 41 28 -69
COUNSELING

% 59.4% 40.5% 100%
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was the  most im portan t f a c t o r  w ith  282 o r 86.8% say ing  i t  was o f  

the  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y .  As a second r a t in g  i t  rece iv ed  29 responses 

and gained 10 as a t h i r d  p r i o r i t y .

The second most marked ca tegory  favored a " s t a t e  mandate" 

w ith 148 t o t a l  responses broken down in the  fo llow ing  way: 

f i r s t ,  42 o r  28.4%; second, 55 o r  37.2%; t h i r d  21 o r  14.2%; 

and 8 (5.4%) and 22 (14.9%) fo r  4 th  and 5th r e s p e c t iv e ly .

"B e t te r  awareness and unders tand ing  o f  the  need f o r  programs" 

was a c lo s e  t h i r d  w ith  143 responses and a median o f  2 .263.

The fo u r th  p o s i t io n  in  terms o f  response , d e a l t  w ith  " b e t t e r  

t r a in in g  f o r  the  classroom  te ac h e r  to  assume th e  d e l iv e ry  o f  

programs" w ith 97 responses and a median o f  3.750 followed by the  

need fo r  " b e t t e r  i n t e g r a t io n  o f  the  programs in to  the  r e g u la r  

curricu lum " with a response  r a t e  o f  95 and a lower median o f  

2 .263.

A dd itiona l responses  w r i t t e n  in  by the  respondents  in c lu d ed :

1. More s tu d e n t  demand

2. More e q u i ta b le  funding from th e  s t a t e

3. More s tu d en ts

4 . Longer school day

5. Paren t advocacy

6. Need more space

7. Union d is c o n t in u e  using the  sp e c ia l  program time 
as a r e le a s e  time barga in ing  p loy .

8. P o s i t iv e  media coverage

9. S ta te  lev e l advocacy



Table 4 .38

Frequencies o f  Responses f o r  Question 5 in  S ec tion  VIII

5. In your o p in io n , what would i t  tak e  to  have th e se  programs included 
as a r e g u la r  p a r t  o f  th e  curricu lum ?

P r i o r i t y  Rank

P o s s ib le  responses 1 2 3 4 5 6 TOT.

B e t te r  unders tanding  
o r  awareness o f  the  
need f o r  th e se  programs 
Median, 2.263

N 28 57 39 14 5 - 143

% 19.6% 39.9% 27.3% 9.8% 3.5% - 100%

B e t te r  i n t e g r a t io n  o f  
s p e c i a l i s t  programs 
in to  th e  genera l 
cu rricu lum .
Median, 3.450

N 4 15 30 34 12 - 95

% 4.2% 15.8% 31.6% 35.8% 12.6% - 100%

S ta te  mandate. 
Median, 2.082 N 42 55 21 8 22 - 148

% 28.4% 37.2% 14.2% 5.4% 14.9% - 100%

More comprehensive p re 
s e r v ic e  & in s e r v ic e  
t r a in in g  f o r  th e  c l a s s 
room te a c h e r  to  assume 
th e  d e l iv e ry  re sp o n s i
b i l i t y  f o r  th e se  
programs.
Median, 3.750

N 7 20 16 22 31 1 97

% 7.2% 20.6% 16.5% 22.7% 32% 1% 100%

More money. 
Median, 1.076 N 282 29 10 3 1 - 325

* 86.8% 8.9% 3.1% .9% .3% - 100%
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Table 4.39 reports data from the sixth question in Section V I I I :

6. Based on the  p re s e n t  funding s t r u c tu r e  fo r  pu b lic  
ed u ca t io n ,  i s  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  your d i s t r i c t  w i l l  be 
ab le  to  su p p o rt  the  fo llow ing  s p e c i a l i s t  d i re c te d  
programs in  th e  fu tu re ?

The responses a re  s p e c u la t io n  and f o r e c a s t in g  to  be s u re ,  

but provide the  s tudy w ith  a look in to  the  fu tu re  from the  p e r

sp e c t iv e  o f  a group t h a t  i s  t y p i c a l ly  knowledgeable about the  

p o l i t i c s  and economics o f  the  d i s t r i c t s  invo lved .

For th e  a reas  o f  Dance and Drama, l i t t l e  hope i s  he ld  in  

the  fu tu r e  f o r  th e se  as s e p a ra te  components o f  the  elem entary  

cu rricu lum . Not l i k e l y ,  was th e  response f o r  97.0% o f  the  

respondents  f o r  Dance and 95.7% fo r  Drama.

Less pessimism i s  evidenced in  o th e r  a r e a s ,  bu t only  in  

degree . Of th e  303 responses  f o r  A rt 34% o r  105 in d ic a te d  t h a t  

they would l i k e l y  have a program in  the  nex t ten  y e a r s ,  4.0% 

o r  12 in d ic a te d  i t  would take  twenty y e a r s  and 61.4% o f  those  

responding s a id  t h a t  A rt  programs w e re n ' t  l i k e l y  in  t h e i r  

d i s t r i c t s  in  the  f u tu r e .

With 287 p r in c ip a l s  respond ing , 45.6% f e l t  t h a t  Vocal Music 

would l i k e ly  be a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  school in  the  next ten  y e a r s ,

4.2% s a id  i t  might take  twenty y e a r s ,  and 50.2% sa id  i t  w a sn 't  

l i k e l y  t h a t  they  could support  a program in  the  f u tu r e .

Ins trum enta l Music was re p o r te d  as a l i k e l y  p a r t  o f  the  

cu rricu lum  w ith in  10 y e a r s  by 38.7% o f  th e  235 responden ts .

Only 3.0% saw th a t  happening in  twenty y e a rs  and 58.3% f e l t  i t  

w a sn ' t  l i k e l y  to  happen a t  a l l .
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Table 4.39

Frequencies o f  Responses f o r  Question 6 in  S ec tion  VIII

6. Based on th e  p re s e n t  funding s t r u c t u r e  f o r  p u b l ic  e d u ca t io n ,  i s  
i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  your d i s t r i c t  w i l l  be a b le  to  support  th e  fo llow ing  
s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  th e  fu tu re ?

Li kely 
w ith in  
10 y e a rs

Likely  
w ith in  
20 y e a rs

Not
l i k e l y

Total
o f
responses

N
ART

105 12 186 303

% 34.7% 4.0% 61.4% 100%

VOCAL N 131 12 144 287
MUM I

% 45.6% 4.2% 50.2% 100%

N
INSTRUMENTAL

91 7 137 235

MUSIC
% 38.7% 3.0% 58.3% 100%

N
DRAMA

5 5 221 231

% 2.2% 2.2% 95.7% 100%

N
DANCE

0 4
T 223 OO 0  

LJV

% 1.3% 1.7% 97.0% 100%

N
PHYSICAL

139 11 133 283

EDUCATION
% 49.1% 3.9% 47.0% 100%

N
GUIDANCE

63 16 185 264

COUNSELING ............... .
% 23.9% 6.1% 70.1% 100%
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Physical Education was the  only s u b je c t  a rea  to  pu t to g e th e r  

a percen tage  over 50% f o r  the  f i r s t  two c a te g o r ie s .  Of the  283 

re sp o n se s ,  49.1% in d ic a te d  the  l ik e l ih o o d  o f  Physical Education 

w ith in  10 y ea rs  and 3.9% s a id  20 y e a r s .  The number not l i k e l y  

to  have programs a t  a l l  was 47.0%.

Guidance Counseling was thought o f  as a l i k e l y  program in  

10 y ea rs  f o r  23% o f  the  264 responding ; by 6.1% in  twenty y e a r s ;  

and 70.1% f e l t  they w o u ld n 't  have i t  a t  a l l  in  the  f u tu r e .

The personal comments o f  th e  respondents  added ano ther  

dimension to  th e  d a ta  found in  Table 4 .3 9 . A t o t a l  o f  105 

respondents  added w r i t t e n  comments to  the  survey which a re  

t r a n s c r ib e d  in  th e  append ices.

The comments were ev a lu a ted  on th e  b a s is  o f  whether they  

were g e n e ra l ly  p o s i t iv e  and o p t im is t i c  in  to n e ,  n eg a tiv e  o r  

p e s s im is t ic  o r  n e u tra l  w ith  re s p e c t  to  the  c o n d i t io n s  p re s e n t  

in  th e  d i s t r i c t  and hopes f o r  th e  f u tu r e .  Of th e  105 t o t a l  

comments, 75 o r  71.4% were judged to  be n e g a t iv e - p e s s im is t i c .  

P o s i t i v e - o p t im i s t i c  comments accounted f o r  25.7% o f  the  t o t a l  

o r  27. Comments from 3 o f  th e  respondents  o r  2.9% were judged 

to  be n e u t r a l .

Reading the  comments provides a sense  o f  th e  morale o f  

b u i ld in g  le v e l  a d m in is t r a to r s  and t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n  in  d e a l in g  

w ith th e  problems o f  ed u ca t io n .  Most a l lu d e d  to  th e  poor economic 

p o s i t io n  t h a t  the  d i s t r i c t s  have been p laced  in  due to  a v a r i e ty  

o f  f a c t o r s .  Most decry th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  t h a t  den ies  them
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the  a b i l i t y  to  provide the  type o f  educa tion  they would l ik e  

to  see .  General comments from th e  in te rv iew  p rocess  a l s o  under

sco re  t h i s  f e e l in g  o f  h e lp le s s n e s s .

Summary

The study  was designed as an a p p ra is a l  o f  th e  s t a t u s  o f  

s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming a t  th e  e lem entary  le v e l  in  Michigan. 

The e x i s t i n g  le v e l s  o f  programs could then be roughly compared 

to  the  le v e l s  rep o r te d  in  e a r l i e r  s tu d ie s  and the  changes and 

the  reasons f o r  change could then be e v a lu a te d .

The sample f o r  th e  s tudy  was d e f in ed  as a l l  529 p u b l ic  school 

d i s t r i c t s  in  Michigan who o f f e r  K-12 programming. I t  was f u r th e r  

d e l in e a te d  to  inc lude  one e lem entary  p r in c ip a l  in  each o f  the  

514 d i s t r i c t s  l i s t i n g  l e s s  than 20 e lem entary  b u i ld in g s  and one 

o r  more c e n t r a l  a d m in is t r a to r s  w ith r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e lem entary  

s p e c i a l i s t  programming from 15 o f  th e  l a r g e s t  d i s t r i c t s .

A survey was developed to  c o l l e c t  d a ta  concerning the  

c u r r i c u l a r  a reas  o f  A r t ,  Vocal Music, Band, O rc h e s t ra ,  Drama,

Dance, Physical Education and Guidance C ounseling. The survey 

a l s o  asked q u es t io n s  about th e  changes in  programming over the  p a s t  

f iv e  y e a r s ,  some o f  th e  pe rceived  reasons f o r  the  changes, and 

q u es t io n s  about th e  p o te n t ia l  o f  th e  programs f o r  th e  f u tu r e .

The s tudy achieved a r e tu rn  r a t e  o f  82.6% and accounted fo r  

92.7% o f  th e  e lem entary  en ro llm en t f o r  the  s t a t e .
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S p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming in  the  a reas  o f  concern 

was found to  have d e c l in ed  from p re v io u s ly  re p o r te d  le v e l s  in  

a l l  c a te g o r ie s .  The p e rcen tag e  f o r  d i s t r i c t s  re p o r t in g  programs 

in  A rt was found to  be 40.2%. Vocal Music was found in  62.6% 

o f  the  d i s t r i c t s ;  Band programs were found in  61.9% o f  the  sch o o ls ;  

O rches tra  programs in  10.5%; Drama in  only  two d i s t r i c t s  o r  .4%; 

Dance was n o n -e x is te n t ;  Physical Education had the  h ig h e s t  t o t a l  

o f  65.4%; and Guidance Counseling was rep o r te d  in  55 cases o r  

12.8% o f  the  d i s t r i c t s .

The r e l a t i o n s h ip  between formula s t a t e  a id  and d i s t r i c t  s iz e  

as a f a c t o r  f o r  th e  p resence  o r  lack  o f  programs was examined.

The f in d in g s  showed a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between 

s t a t e  a id  and A r t ,  Vocal Music, and Physical Education; and a 

p o s i t i v e ,  though no t s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  between programs in  

Ins trum en ta l  Music, Drama and Guidance Counseling.

When th e  f a c t o r  o f  d i s t r i c t  s i z e  was compared to  the  presence 

o f  programs, th e  a reas  o f  A r t ,  Vocal Music and Physical Education 

dem onstrated  a good l i n e a r  p ro g ress io n  showing sm a l le r  d i s t r i c t s  

were l e s s  l i k e l y  to  have programs than the  l a r g e r  ones. The 

r e l a t i o n s h ip  was s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  A rt and Vocal Music, but not 

s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  th e  o th e r s .

The f i v e  major programs were a lso  c ro ss  ta b u la te d  by program 

to  t e s t  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h ip  between them. All comparisons 

showed s ig n i f i c a n c e  a t  the  .05 lev e l  excep t Guidance Counseling 

and In s trum en ta l  Music.



123

S ec tion  VIII o f  the  survey asked q u es t io n s  about changes in  

programming over a f i v e  y e a r  period  and reasons why those  changes 

have occu rred . P re d ic t io n s  were a ls o  asked about the  fu tu r e  o f  

the  programming. F indings were rep o r ted  in  frequency o f  response 

and showed: the  growth, d e c l in e  and e l im in a t io n  o f  programs over 

the  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s ;  major f a c to r s  t h a t  in f lu en ced  growth 

( a d m in is t r a t iv e  le a d e rs h ip  was the  prime f a c t o r ) ;  f a c to r s  t h a t  

governed d e c l in e  (money was f i r s t ) ;  the  percen tage  o f  programs 

with p o s i t iv e  advocacy re c o rd s ;  the  needs f o r  in c lu d in g  th e se  

programs (aga in  money); and th e  p re d ic t io n s  about f u tu r e  programming.

Comments added to  th e  surveys were d iscu ssed  in  terms o f  

the  re sp o n d en t 's  f e e l in g s  about the  fu tu r e  o f  th e  programs in  

t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s .

Throughout th e  c h a p te r ,  in fo rm ation  from the  respondents  

in te rv iew ed  v ia  te lephone  and personal v i s i t s  by the  r e s e a rc h e r ,  

was used to  p rov ide  a co n tex t  and a ground f o r  the  d a ta .

Chapter V w i l l  draw conclus ions  from th e  d a ta  and provide 

recommendations f o r  the  use o f  i t  in  forming p o l ic y  and d i r e c t io n  

f o r  th e  Department o f  E duca tion , te ac h e r  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

and advocates fo r  the  programs examined.



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In tro d u c t io n

Up u n t i l  th e  time o f  t h i s  r e s e a rc h ,  the  suspected  d e c l in e  in  

s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  programs in  M ichigan 's  pub lic  e lem entary  schools  

was a m a tte r  o f  sh ee r  s p e c u la t io n  based on i s o la t e d  in form ation  

from a v a r i e ty  o f  so u rces .  P ro fe s s io n a ls  in  the  a r t s  in  educa tion  

could on ly  a l lu d e  to  fragm entary  evidence from personal experience  

o r  hearsay .

This re sea rc h  has enabled th e  c u r r i c u l a r  f i e l d s  a f f e c te d  to  

put the  problem in  more d e f i n i t i v e  te rm s. Decisions about how 

to  deal w ith  th e  problem can now be based on in fo rm ation  developed 

from the  r e l i a b l y  high re tu rn  r a t e  o f  th e  survey.

While the  com pletion o f  t h i s  re sea rc h  marks th e  end o f  t h i s  

t a s k ,  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  w il l  be th e  beginning p o in t  fo r  

th e  n e x t ;  th e  ta sk  o f  us ing  i t  to  make th e se  s p e c i a l i s t  programs 

a h igher p r i o r i t y  fo r  Michigan public  educa tion .

This c h ap te r  w il l  summarize the  f in d in g s  o f  th e  s tu d y ,  draw 

conclus ions  from i t  and recommend a course  o f  a c t io n  to  deal w ith 

th e  problems p re s e n te d .  Recommendations w il l  be d i r e c te d  to  the  

Department o f  E ducation , A rts  advocacy groups, the  p ro fe s s io n a l  

o rg a n iz a t io n s  invo lved , and the  te a c h e r  educa tion  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  

th e  s t a t e .

124
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Summary

The Intended purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy was to :  e s t a b l i s h  the  

le v e ls  o f  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs in  Michigan p u b lic  e lem entary 

sc h o o ls ;  measure changes in  those  le v e ls  over tim e ; and seek 

in form ation  regard ing  the  reasons fo r  those  changes.

A s in g le  page (two s ided )  survey in s trum ent was developed 

t h a t  ask q u es t io n s  in  th e  fo llow ing  c a te g o r ie s :

1. Basic  d i s t r i c t  da ta  in c lu d in g  en ro llm en t and formula
a id  s t a t u s .

2. Levels o f  programming in  A rt .

3. Levels o f  programming in  Vocal Music.

4. Levels o f  programming in  Band.

5. Levels o f  programming in  O rch es tra .

6. Levels o f  programming in  Drama.

7. Levels o f  programming in  Dance.

8. Levels o f  programming in  Physical Education.

9. Levels o f  programming in  Guidance Counseling.

10. Changes in  programming, reasons f o r  change, and the
p o te n t ia l  f o r  programs in  the  f u tu r e .

The survey was d i s t r i b u t e d  to  the  529 p u b lic  school d i s t r i c t s

in  Michigan having f u l l  K-12 programs. Of t h a t  t o t a l ,  514 were 

mailed to  s p e c i f i c a l l y  named and randomly s e le c te d  e lem entary  p r i n c i 

p a l s ,  and 15 were p e rso n a l ly  d e l iv e re d  to  c e n t r a l  a d m in is t r a to r s  in 

the  d i s t r i c t s  having 20 o r  more e lem entary  b u i ld in g s .
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Special c o n s id e ra t io n  was given to  the  fo llow-up o f  non

respondents  to  ach ieve  th e  h ig h e s t  r e tu rn  r a t e  p o s s ib le .  The o v e ra l l  

r e tu r n  r a t e  o f  th e  survey  was 82.6% re p re s e n t in g  approxim ately  

92.7% o f  th e  t o t a l  Michigan e lem entary  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n .  During 

the  course  o f  the  te lephone  fo llow -up procedure and the  personal 

v i s i t s ,  115 o f  the  responden ts  were in te rv iew ed .

The survey g enera ted  355 v a r ia b le s  which were analyzed to  

r e f l e c t  the  number and n a tu re  o f  programs, r e l a t i o n s h ip s  between 

d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s ,  and f req u en c ie s  o f  response .

Conclusions

S p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programs a t  the  e lem entary  le v e l  in  a l l  

c a te g o r ie s  have d e c l in ed  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from the  le v e l s  e s ta b l i s h e d  

by prev ious  s tu d ie s .  F in an c ia l  problems a t  the  d i s t r i c t  and s t a t e  

lev e l were found to  be th e  p r in c ip a l  reason f o r  t h i s  d e c l in e ,  but 

i t  can be reasonab le  to  conclude t h a t  th e se  programs a ls o  s u f f e r  

from a low p r i o r i t y  s t a t u s  in  r e l a t i o n  to  o th e r  programs such as 

re a d in g ,  math and language a r t s .

Table 5.1  re p re se n ts  the  pe rcen tage  o f  responding d i s t r i c t s  

having programs and th e  pe rcen tages  o f  changes over th e  l a s t  5 y e a r s .

The da ta  from th e  p re s e n t  survey c o r r e l a t e s  c lo s e ly  w ith  the  

d a ta  o f  Kenney's 1977 s tudy  which was based on a s im i l a r  methodology. 

Using A rt as an example, the  in d ic a te d  percen tage  o f  e l im in a t io n  

was 26.3% o f  th e  53.2% o f  the  d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g  programs in  1977
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Table 5 .1 :  D i s t r i c t s  Reporting Programs 
and Changes Over Last 5 Years

Reported in  Percentages o f  Responding D i s t r i c t s
N = 437

Have
Programs

Chang
Over

Growth

es in  Progra 
the Last 5 Y

Decline

mming
ears

E lim ina tion

Art 40.2 7 .8 13.3 26.3

Vocal
Music 65.5 9 .2 21.3 25.6

Instrum enta l
Music

Band 61.8  

Orch.10.5
5 .9 15.8 14.9

Drama .04 1.1 .5 2.1

Dance Q .2 .2 2.1

Physical
Education 65.4 8 .5 22.4 22.9

Guidance
Counseling 13.0 4.1 5.5 11.9
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o r  14%. The d i f f e r e n c e  d isp lay ed  by the  comparison o f  th e  t o t a l  

percentages o f  d i s t r i c t s  having an Art program in  1977 and 1983 

was 13%. Due to  th e  high r e tu rn  r a t e  o f  both s t u d i e s ,  i t  can be 

in fe r r e d  t h a t  the  d a ta  provided in  t h i s  s tudy  a re  a f a i r l y  a c c u ra te  

p ic tu re  o f  th e  programming f o r  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .

Band and O rches tra  programs were found to  be p r im a r i ly  con

ducted by s p e c i a l i s t s  a t  th e  secondary lev e l r e f l e c t i n g  a good 

a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  programs between the  two l e v e l s .  In most cases 

they a re  the  same program, in  t h a t  they a re  tau g h t by the  same 

person . While no d a ta  was ga thered  about the  number o f  p u p i ls  

s e rv ed , in fo rm ation  from the  in te rv ie w  process in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e se  

programs u su a l ly  se rv e  a small percen tage  o f  th e  en ro llm en t un lik e  

the  programs in  A r t ,  Vocal Music and Physical Education which 

u su a l ly  se rv e  a l l  the  s tu d e n t s .

Programs in  Drama in  the  two d i s t r i c t s  r e p o r t in g  s p e c i a l i s t s  

were not d e f in ed  in  the  d a ta .  The lo g ic a l  assumption i s  t h a t  the  

s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  in  f a c t  c o n su l ta n ts  to  the  elem entary  lev e l on 

f l e x i b l e  sch ed u le s .

Though Dance was re p o r te d  as a component o f  Physical Education 

programs in  many d i s t r i c t s ,  i t  d id  not e x i s t  as a s e p a ra te  s p e c i a l i s t -  

d i r e c te d  program. The conclus ion  i s  t h a t ,  o f  the  programs surveyed , 

Drama and Dance programs a re  o f  th e  low est p r i o r i t y  w ith  Dance 

r e g i s t e r in g  l a s t .
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Guidance Counseling Programs did not conform to  the  p a t te rn s  

e s ta b l i s h e d  by the  o th e r  programs. Non s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip  

were found when comparing them to  d i s t r i c t  s i z e ,  formula a id  and 

Instrum enta l Music. Though comparisons to  the  o th e r  remaining 

programs were s i g n i f i c a n t ,  they were c lo s e r  to  non s i g n i f i c a n t  

le v e l s  than any o th e r  comparisons. This phenomenon leads  to  the  

sp e c u la t io n  t h a t  th e  presence o f  th e se  programs i s  a r e s u l t  o f  

in d iv id u a l  i n i t i a t i v e  in  the  d i s t r i c t s  r a th e r  than the  f a c to r s  

exp la ined  by t h i s  survey .

The b ig  th r e e ,  A r t ,  Music and Physical Education employed 

the  g r e a t e s t  number o f  f u l l - t im e  s p e c i a l i s t s .  The presence o f  the  

programs was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  to  s t a t e  a id  and th e  programs 

showed c o n s i s t e n t  p o s i t iv e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip s  among them. 

A rt and Vocal Music showed s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t io n s h ip s  to  d i s t r i c t  

s i z e ,  Physical Education d id  n o t .

Programming p a t te rn s  f o r  th e  th re e  provided some s p e c u la t io n  

about some o f  the  reasons f o r  t h e i r  in c lu s io n  in  the  cu rricu lum .

Physical Education and Vocal Music had s im i la r  p a t te rn s  f o r  

the  number o f  minutes pe r  s e s s io n ,  the  number o f  s e s s io n s  per week 

and th e  number o f  weeks per y e a r .  Programs in  both a reas  were 

u s u a l ly  about 30 minutes lo n g , tw ice a week f o r  th e  whole y e a r .

A r t ,  presumably because o f  the  s e t  up and c lean  up time invo lved , 

r e g i s t e r e d  averages o f  c lo s e  to  45 minutes per s e s s io n ,  met u su a l ly  

once a week and was more o f te n  found as a le s s  than f u l l  y e a r  program. 

Other s tu d ie s  (P e tz o ld ,  1978) confirm  t h i s  to  be a c o n s i s te n t  p a t t e r n .
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When the  da ta  f o r  th e  number o f  programs f o r  each a re  examined, 

Vocal Music and Physical Education a re  both found in  over 60% o f  

th e  d i s t r i c t s  (62.6% and 65.4% re s p e c t iv e ly )  w hile  A rt i s  found 

in  only 40%.

According to  comments from th e  survey and th e  in te rv iew s  

conducted by t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r ,  when classroom  te ac h e rs  a re  given a 

choice between having e i t h e r  A rt o r  Music programs in  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t ,  

the  m a jo r i ty  w i l l  e l e c t  to  have Music. The reason seems to  be t h a t  

those  classroom  te a c h e rs  f e e l  more c o n f id e n t  and competent d ea l in g  

w ith  A rt them selves , w ithou t a s p e c i a l i s t  than w ith  Music. The 

performance a sp e c t  o f  Music and th e  d i f f e r e n t  symbolic language o f  

Music n o ta t io n  a re  a l so  d e te r r e n t s  f o r  the  classroom  te a c h e r .  Though 

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s tudy can o f f e r  no su b s ta n t iv e  d a ta  to  confirm 

th e se  o b s e rv a t io n s ,  th e  in d ic a to r s  seem r e l i a b l e  and rea so n a b le .

Another reason why th e se  programs a re  more p re v a le n t  than  A r t ,  

i s  found in  th e  comments from the  in te rv iew s  t h a t  in d ic a te d  t h a t  

the  two programs to g e th e r ,  Vocal Music and Physical E ducation , 

provided the  "b e s t  f i t "  in  terms o f  schedu ling  the  c o n tra c tu a l  

break times fo r  th e  classroom  te a c h e r .  The two programs, l a s t i n g  

30 minutes each f o r  tw ice  a week could account f o r  most o f  th e  break 

time necessa ry  f o r  the  classroom  te a c h e r .  Because o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  

A rt c la s s e s  and th e  time req u ire d  f o r  them, they s u f f e r  from a 

d is c r im in a t io n  in  the  curricu lum  t h a t  has l i t t l e  to  do w ith  re a l  

educa tiona l goa ls  and o b je c t iv e s .
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The da ta  concerning d i s t r i c t  s i z e  as a f a c to r  f o r  the  presence  

o f  programs c l e a r ly  in d ic a te s  t h a t  l a r g e r  d i s t r i c t s  a re  more l i k e ly  

to  have programs in  A r t ,  Vocal Music, and Physical Education than 

the  sm a l le r  ones. The pe rcen tages  show a d i r e c t  l i n e a r  r e l a t io n s h ip  

in  terms o f  the  number o f  schoo ls  w ith  programs accord ing  to  the  

s iz e  o f  the  d i s t r i c t .  The t a b le  a lso  shows th a t  f o r  58% o f  the  

re p o r t in g  d i s t r i c t s  o r  those  w ith up to  1000 e lem entary  s tu d e n t s ,  

the  ac tu a l  pe rcen tages  f o r  d i s t r i c t s  rep o r t in g * A r t  programs i s  

31%, f o r  Vocal Music 58%, and Physical Education 61%. The d i s t r i b u t i o n  

is  more even w ith  the  l a t t e r  two programs which in d ic a te s  a g r e a te r  

d i s p a r i t y  between the  p resence  o f  programs a t  t h a t  lev e l than the  

o v e ra l l  percen tages  in d i c a t e .  Ins trum en ta l Music show a genera l 

t r e n d ,  though no t a p e r f e c t  l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h ip , - a n d  Guidance 

Counseling d id  no t d is p la y  any p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n .

These f ig u r e s  p rov ide  a b a s is  f o r  the-argum ent f o r  th e  

c o n so l id a t io n  o f  sm a l le r  d i s t r i c t s  in to  l a r g e r ,  more economical 

and e f f i c i e n t  ones.

A computer p r i n t  ou t was made l i s t i n g  a l l  the  d a ta  by d i s t r i c t ,  

grouped accord ing  to  d i s t r i c t  code to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  geographical 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  programs. This l i s t  w i l l  be a v a i l a b le  to  the  

Fine A rts  S p e c i a l i s t  O ff ice  in  the  Michigan Department o f  Education 

bu t w i l l  no t be re p o r te d  in  t h i s  document.



132

When th e  number o f  d i s t r i c t s  no t re c e iv in g  s t a t e  a id  was 

compared to  th e  number having programs, the  da ta  showed t h a t  d i s 

t r i c t s  which were o u t  o f  formula a id  g e n e ra l ly  had a h igher  i n c i 

dence o f  programs. Of the  d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  sam ple, 31% were found 

to  be in  t h a t  c a te g o ry .  These d i s t r i c t s  g e n e ra l ly  had a h ig h e r  

s t a t e  eq u a lized  va lue  o f  ta x  base to  en ro llm en t r a t i o .

The da ta  fo r  A rt showed t h a t  45.3% o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  having 

an A rt program were non-formula a id  sch o o ls .  Vocal Music r e g i s t e r e d  

a 37.3% t o t a l  and Physical Education programs comprised 37.1% 

o f  th e  t o t a l  programs found in  t h a t  c a teg o ry .  All th re e  o f  th e  

above r e l a t i o n s h ip s  were found to  be s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .

Values f o r  t h a t  c e l l  in  the  comparisons o f  Instrum enta l Music, 

Drama and Guidance Counseling were 33.7%, 0.0% and 40% re s p e c t iv e ly  

and a l l  t h r e e  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  were no t s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .

From those  comparisons i t  could  be concluded t h a t ,  given the  

t o t a l  o f  ou t o f  formula d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  sam ple, those  d i s t r i c t s  

which do no t r e c e iv e  s t a t e  a id  have a h ig h e r  inc idence  o f  programs. 

This f in d in g  supports  th e  argument t h a t  the  formula a id  system is  

no t p rov id ing  an equal ed uca tion  f o r  a l l  Michigan s tu d e n t s .

When th e  programs were c ro ss  ta b u la te d  to  e s t a b l i s h  the  

in c id en ces  o f  commonality, the  r e s u l t s  provided some i n t e r e s t i n g  

c o n t r a s t s .  The d a ta  i s  p re sen ted  in  Table 5 .2 .

Vocal Music and Physical Education were the  most l i k e l y  

com binations examined w ith  an inc idence  o f  53.7% o f  the  d i s t r i c t s
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Table 5 .2

Incidence  o f  Common Programs in  D i s t r i c t s  

N = 437

re p o r te d  in  p e rc en t  o f  d i s t r i c t s  having both programs

A rt Vocal
Music

Instrumental
Music

Physical
Education

Guidance
Counseling

Art ------

Vocal
Music

37.3% ------

s trum en ta l
Music

30.1% 42.8% ------

Physical
Education 37.4% 53.7% 45.6% ------

Guidance
Counseling

6.8% 10.7% 9.6% 10.0% ------
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having bo th . Physical Education and Instrum enta l Music provided 

th e  next b e s t  match w ith 45.6% fo llow ed by Instrum enta l Music and 

Vocal Music w ith 42.8%. The in c id en ce  o f  Art programs to  Vocal 

Music and Physical Education was v i r t u a l l y  the  same, 37%, lending  

f u r th e r  support  to  the  p a t te r n  e s ta b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r .

All r e l a t io n s h ip s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 lev e l  w ith  the  

excep tion  o f  Ins trum enta l Music and Guidance Counseling as Table 4.33 

i n d i c a t e s .  From th e  d a ta  i t  would be lo g ic a l  to  conclude t h a t  th e re  

i s  a r e l a t i o n s h ip  between d i s t r i c t s  having s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  

programs and t h a t  what we see  i s  a pe rcen tage  o f  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  

have m u l t ip le  programs t h a t  w i l l  be somewhere between 30% and 54% 

and approxim ately  18% o f  th e  d i s t r i c t s  w ith  no programs a t  a l l .

S ec tion  VIII o f  th e  survey asked th e  respondents  to  make use 

o f  t h e i r  knowledge o f  th e  h i s to r y  and c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  

and provide  t h e i r  p e rcep tio n s  about why programming has changed 

over a f iv e  y e a r  p e r io d .  Questions were a l s o  asked about the  p o te n t ia l  

f o r  programming in  th e  f u tu r e .  The r e s u l t s  were re p o r te d  as the  

f req u en c ies  o f  responses f o r  the  given c h o ice .

As noted e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  c h ap te r  th e  responses  f o r  Question 

One concerning th e  growth, d e c l in e  and e l im in a t io n  o f  programs a re  

h igh ly  r e l i a b l e ,  given the  le v e l s  re p o r te d  in  Kenney's 1977 s tu d y .

The f ig u re s  d ra m a t ic a l ly  p o r tray  th e  lo s se s  in  programming over t h i s  

pe riod  and in d ic a te  some form o f  a c t io n  i f  we a re  to  in su re  t h a t  

a l l  Michigan elem entary  s tu d e n ts  re c e iv e  a comprehensive educa tion  

in  th e se  a re a s .
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When responden ts  were asked to  in d ic a te  why programs had 

grown in  th e  second q u e s t io n ,  the  answer o f  f i r s t  choice  i s  adm inis

t r a t i v e  le a d e rs h ip .  The second choice most o f te n  marked had to  do 

w ith  how the  program i s  communicated w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  the  educa tiona l 

community. The t h i r d  cho ice  i s  probably r e l a t e d  to  the  second 

and im plies  t h a t  the  b a s ic  n a tu re  o f  the  programs was well communi

c a te d .  The only  s p e c i f i c  money is su e  ranked fo u r th  followed by 

s tro n g  p a re n t  advocacy, s tro n g  program s t a f f ,  and a concern f o r  the  

in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  program w ith  the  r e s t  o f  the  schoo l.

The conclusion  drawn from th e se  da ta  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  le ad e rs  

o f  any programs where growth o r  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  i s  d e s i r e d ,  should 

work c lo s e ly  w ith th e  a d m in is t r a to r s  to  help  communicate to  the  

community th e  b a s ic  n a tu re  o f  what they do.

The respondents  were a l s o  asked why programs have been cu t  

back o r  e l im in a te d .  The overwhelming m a jo r i ty  answered w ith  a 

resounding "no money". As the  d is c u s s io n  in  Chapter One in d ic a te d ,  

when money i s  c u t ,  people  a re  c u t ,  and w ith  th o se  people go the  

programs. The lack  o f  d i s t r i c t  and community commitment followed 

th e  reason t h a t  the  a re a  was not deemed as "b as ic "  to  the  c u r r i 

culum w ith  poor communication and lack o f  le a d e rsh ip  being marked 

as the  l a s t  two c h o ice s .

The conclusion  drawn here  i s  t h a t  the  programs were c u t  o r  

ab o lish ed  due to  f in a n c ia l  re a so n s ,  bu t below t h a t  response was a 

p r i o r i t y  system o p e ra t in g  t h a t  made the  programs v u ln e rab le  because 

o f  the  program advocates  i n a b i l i t y  to  communicate worth to  the  school
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and community. The d i s t r i c t  simply d id  no t have enough compelling 

in form ation  to  make a d e c is io n  fav o rab le  to  the  program.

When asked about the  p o s i t iv e  advocacy e f f o r t s  o f  th e  programs 

in  jeopardy  in  Q uestion Four, the  respondents  in d ic a te d  th a t  most 

programs pu t up a defense  in  one form o r  an o th e r .  The re p o r te d  

t o t a l s  were: 57.7% f o r  A r t ,  62.2% f o r  Vocal Music, 65.5% fo r  

Instrum enta l Music, 12.5% f o r  Drama, 8.7% f o r  Dance, 67.3% fo r  

Physical E duca tion , and 59.4% f o r  Guidance Counseling.

When th e se  f ig u r e s  a re  compared to  the  t o t a l  o f  programs cu t  

o r  e l im in a te d  in  Q uestion One, the  r e s u l t s  a re  a larm ing . In s p i t e  

o f  the  ap p aren t  advocacy e f f o r t s ,  the  numbers in  each ca tego ry  a re  

g r e a te r  f o r  programs c u t  o r  e l im in a te d  than  th e  t o t a l  responses 

f o r  each program ca teg o ry  in  Question Four. In o th e r  words, w ith  

o r  w ithou t advocacy e f f o r t s ,  the  programs were reduced o r  e l im in a te d .  

Whether t h i s  i s  due to  unsurmountable odds o r  i n e f f e c t iv e  advocacy 

i s  no t c l e a r .  I t  i s  probably a combination o f  b o th .  But i f  advocates 

c a n ' t  change th e  odds by becoming b e t t e r  a t  making t h e i r  programs 

more v i a b l e ,  unders tandab le  and acc e p tab le  in  th e  eyes o f  th e  d ec is io n  

makers, the  t re n d  w i l l  l i k e l y  co n tin u e .

The f i f t h  q u e s t io n  asked th e  respondents  what i t  would take  to  

make the  programs a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t ' s  cu rr icu lum . In a 

margin approaching 7 to  1 the  respondents  s t a t e d  t h a t  money was the  

key f a c t o r  over th e  nex t h ig h e s t  r a te d  answer o f  " S ta te  mandate".

A r e s p e c ta b le  t h i r d  was th e  need fo r  b e t t e r  awareness and unders tand ing
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about the  program. This response a c tu a l ly  rece ived  more second 

p r i o r i t y  rankings than any o th e r .  The fo u r th  and f i f t h  choices 

were the  need f o r  b e t t e r  te a c h e r  ed u ca tio n  and b e t t e r  in t e g r a t io n  

o f  the  programs in to  th e  general cu rr icu lum .

U nquestionab ly , money i s  prime concern when i t  comes to  

s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  programming. But below th a t  need was an appeal 

fo r  le ad e rsh ip  on the  p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  and f o r  b e t t e r  program 

in fo rm atio n . While i t  is  h ig h ly  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  the  S ta te  o f  Michigan 

w i l l  be a b le  to  mandate in to  e x is te n c e  any program in  the  cu rricu lum  

w ithou t sup p o rt in g  the  d i s t r i c t ' s  a b i l i t y  to  p rovide  i t  in  some way, 

the  Department o f  Education does have th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  s e t  

the  h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  s tan d a rd s  and e x p ec ta t io n s  f o r  e d u ca tio n .

The survey o f  s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  programs in  Michigan elemen

ta r y  schoo ls  has provided th e  f i e l d  w ith  d e f i n i t i v e  d a ta  on th e  s t a t u s  

o f  th e se  programs and some in s ig h t  about changes over the  p a s t  f iv e  

y e a r s .

Recommendations f o r  th e  Michigan Department o f  Education 

The s tudy  c l e a r ly  shows t h a t  programs in  s p e c i a l i s t  d i r e c te d  

a re a s  have d ec l in ed  a t  an alarm ing r a t e .  I t  was a l s o  p o s s ib le  to  

conclude t h a t  d i s t r i c t s  a re  n o t  f u l f i l l i n g  the  e x p ec ta t io n s  adopted 

and provided  by the  S ta te  Board o f  Education in  1979 which s t a t e d :  

"Education in  the  A rts  in  M ichigan 's  schools  i s  based on The 

Common Goals o f  Michigan Education.

The A rts  Goals f o r  in d iv id u a l  s tu d en ts  a re  con ta ined  in  th e se  

e s s e n t i a l  components:
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All s tu d e n ts  should  be provided w ith  s k i l l s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  
In a l l  o f  th e  a r t s  a t  l e v e l s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  a p p ro p r ia te  to  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  and development.

All s tu d e n ts  should  exper ience  a r t s  p rocesses  in  th e  le a rn in g  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  cu rr icu lum .

All s tu d e n ts  should  be f a m i l i a r  w ith  many forms o f  ex p ress io n  
from many c u l t u r e s .

All s tu d e n ts  should  develop s k i l l s  in  recogn iz ing  the  them atic  
and formal r e l a t i o n s h ip s  among d i f f e r e n t  forms o f  e x p re ss io n .

All s tu d e n ts  should  acq u ire  s k i l l s  in  developing t h e i r  own 
c r i t e r i a  f o r  making a e s t h e t i c  judgments.

In o rd e r  to  ach ieve  th e se  g o a ls ,  th e  Michigan S ta te  Board o f

Education recommends comprehensive programs f o r  a r t s  educa tion  in

a l l  ed u ca tio n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

To be com prehensive, a program in  th e  a r t s  w i l l  in c lu d e :

- th e  t r a i n i n g  o f  a l l  c h i ld re n  in  a l l  the  a r t s ,  and s p e c i f i c  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  s tu d e n ts  w ith  sp e c ia l  i n t e r e s t s .

-  the  development o f  c u r r i c u l a  and te ach in g  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  
in t e g r a t e  a r t s  p ro cesses  w ith  o th e r  le a rn in g  ex p e r ien c e s .

- t r a i n i n g  f o r  a l l  s tu d e n ts  in  r e c o g n i t io n  and a p p re c ia t io n  
o f  a e s t h e t i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in  many a r t  forms.

- th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  community and 
school re so u rces  f o r  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  a r t s  e x p e r ien c e s .

- th e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  needs and s t r e n g th s  o f  in d iv id u a l  
s tu d e n ts  in  th e  a r t s .

- th e  p ro v is io n  f o r  sp e c ia l  a r t s  ed uca tion  f o r  a l l  sp e c ia l  
p o p u la t io n s ,  in c lu d in g ,  bu t not l im i te d  t o ,  handicapped, 
e d u c a t io n a l ly  d isad v an tag ed , g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d ,  and b i l in g u a l  
s tu d e n t s .

All components o f  comprehensive programs fo r  a r t s  educa tion  

must be n o n - s e x is t  and n o n - r a c i s t .
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I t  i s  th e  b a s ic  premise o f  t h i s  s ta tem en t t h a t  the  a r t s  a re  

a fundamental p a r t  o f  e d u ca t io n .  They provide  s tu d e n ts  w ith  means 

f o r  ex p re ss io n  and communication a t  every age l e v e l .  They t r a i n  

s tu d e n ts  to  re co g n ize ,  d is c r im in a te  and respond to  images, sounds, 

movements and s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  They a s s i s t  in  th e  develop

ment o f  personal va lue  system s. They give access  to  unders tand ing  

d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s .  They prov ide  c a r e e r  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and s k i l l s  

f o r  l i f e lo n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  l e i s u r e  time a c t i v i t i e s .

All o f  the  components o f  a comprehensive a r t s  program a re  

in te rd e p e n d e n t .  Each one i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  the  achievement o f  th e  

goal o f  the  a r t s  t h a t  they  can u t i l i z e  in  t h e i r  a d u l t  l i v e s  f o r  

both p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and a p p r e c ia t io n ."

Based on th e se  c o n c lu s io n s ,  th e  fo llow ing  recommendations 

f o r  th e  Michigan Department o f  Education a r e  made:

1. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  th e  Department o f  Education 
approach th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education w ith  the  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h i s  survey  and recommend t h a t  a s tan d in g  committee 
be a ss igned  th e  ta sk  o f  convening a group o f  educa tiona l 
le a d e rs  from th e  fo llow ing  o rg a n iz a t io n s  to  address  the  
d a ta  and make su g g es tio n s  to  the  board f o r  a course  o f  
a c t io n  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  problem.

The group should  in c lu d e ,  b u t no t be l im i te d  t o ,  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from:

A. All p ro fe s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  programs a f f e c te d  
by th e  survey  in c lu d in g  th e  a r t  educa to rs  (MAEA), 
th e  music educa to rs  (MMEA), th e  Michigan Theater 
A sso c ia t io n  (MTA), and the  Michigan Dance A sso c ia t io n  
(MDA).

B. P ro fe ss io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  a d m in is t ra to rs  such as 
the  Michigan Elementary and Middle Schools P r in c ip a l s  
A sso c ia t io n  (MEMSPA) and the  Michigan A sso c ia t io n  o f  
School A d m in is tra to rs  (MASA).
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C. Organized A rts  advocacy groups such as th e  Michiaan A ll ian ce  
f o r  A rts  Education and the  Concerned C it iz e n s  f o r  the  A r ts .

D. The J o i n t  L e g is la t iv e  Committee on the  A r ts .

E. The Michigan A sso c ia t io n  o f  School Boards.

2. I t  1s recommended t h a t  th e  Department o f  Education provide 
models o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  d e l iv e ry  systems f o r  th e  A rts  a t  
th e  e lem entary  lev e l  such as the  programs developed in  
t h i s  s t a t e  under E.S .E.A . T i t l e  IVc and prov ide  t r a in in g  
to  implement them in  d i s t r i c t s  d e s i r in g  them.

3. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  th e  Department o f  Education c re a te  
a system f o r  knowing th e  s t a t u s  o f  s p e c i a l i s t - d i r e c t e d  
programs a t  a l l  l e v e l s  on a b i-annual b a s i s .

Recommendations f o r  A rts  Advocacy Groups

I t  was p o s s ib le  to  conclude t h a t  advocates in  the  f i e l d  ap p a ren tly  

lack  a c o n s i s t e n t  and com pelling r a t i o n a l e  on why th e  s p e c i a l i s t -  

d i r e c te d  programs in  t h i s  survey  a re  a v i t a l  and necessary  p a r t  

o f  e d u c a t io n ,  and th e  s k i l l s  and a b i l i t y  to  communicate th e se  e f f e c 

t i v e l y .  Based on t h a t  co n c lu s io n ,  the  fo llow ing  recommendations a re  

made:

1. The Michigan A ll ia n c e  fo r  A rts  Education o r  th e  Concerned 
C i t iz e n s  f o r  th e  A rts  should  seek funding to  underw rite
a s tudy  designed  to  produce a c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  r a t i o n a l e  
f o r  A rts  programs a t  th e  e lem entary  lev e l  and a system 
f o r  i t s  use in  school d i s t r i c t s .

2. The Michigan A ll ia n c e  f o r  A rts  Education o r  th e  Concerned 
C i t iz e n s  f o r  th e  A rts  should  c r e a te  a conference  f o r  
t r a in in g  A rts  advocates  in  e f f e c t i v e  advocacy measures 
and p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n .



141

Recommendations f o r  P ro fe ss io n a l  O rgan iza tions  

I t  was p o s s ib le  to  conclude from t h i s  s tudy  th a t  th e  s p e c i a l i s t s  

in  th e  a reas  examined in  su rvey , perhaps p e rce iv e  t h e i r  ro le s  in  the  

edu ca tio n a l  system in  a way t h a t  may be too narrow o r  i s o l a t e d .

Based on t h i s  conclusion  the  fo llow ing  recommendations a re  made:

1. P ro fe ss io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  the  sp e c ia l  a reas  inc luded  in 
the  survey should  encourage t h e i r  members to  see  and
make use o f  t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  in  a b roader way, invo lv ing  
the  t o t a l  le a rn in g  o f  the  school in  t h e i r  a rea  and t h e i r  
a rea  throughout the  system.

2. P ro fe ss io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  should encourage t h e i r  members 
to  speak ou t s t ro n g ly  a g a in s t  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  making t h e i r  
s e s s io n s  the  break time f o r  th e  classroom  te ac h e r  and 
in s te a d  i n s i s t  t h a t  the  te a c h e r  become an in te g ra l  p a r t
o f  t h e i r  te ach in g  p ro cess .

Recommendations f o r  Teacher Education I n s t i t u t i o n s

I t  was p o s s ib le  to  conclude from t h i s  s tudy  t h a t  e lem entary  

c lassroom  te ac h e rs  a re  i l l  equipped and uncom fortable in  d ea l in g  

w ith  a re a s  u s u a l ly  ass igned  to  s p e c i a l i s t s .  I t  was a l s o  ap p aren t 

t h a t  s p e c i a l i s t s  were n o t t r a in e d  o r  encouraged to  work w ith  c l a s s 

room te a c h e rs .

Based on th e se  c o n c lu s io n s ,  the  fo llow ing  recommendations 

a re  made:

1. Teacher Education I n s t i t u t i o n s  should in c lu d e  c u r r i c u la  
f o r  the  t r a in in g  o f  e lem entary  classroom  te ac h e rs  t h a t  
s t r e s s e s  the  importance o f  the  Arts as s u b je c t  m a t te r  and 
as in te g ra te d  approaches to  o th e r  ed u ca tio n a l  o b je c t iv e s .

2. Teacher Education I n s t i t u t i o n s  should broaden the  exper iences  
o f  a l l  s tu d e n ts  seeking  s p e c i a l i s t  degrees and c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  
to  in c lude  experiences  in  a l l  o f  the  A rts  a reas  as well as 
courses  designed to  f a m i l i a r i z e  them w ith  the  ta sk s  and ro le  
o f  th e  classroom  te a c h e r .
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Comments

Kenneth S n e l lso n ,  the  noted s c u lp t o r ,  once remarked when 

confron ted  about h is  s c u lp tu re  being judged as too  t e c h n ic a l ly  

c o n tr iv ed  as  opposed to  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  m otivated : "Hardening o f  the  

c a te g o r ie s  b r in g s  on A rt d i s e a s e ."

Perhaps 1 t  i s  a l s o  time in  educa tion  to  have a physica l exam 

to  determ ine i f  ou r c a te g o r ie s  a re  indeed too c a l c i f i e d  to  perm it 

f l e x i b i l i t y  and th e  f r e e  flowing in te rch an g e  o f  ideas  and le a r n in g ;  

to  de term ine  i f  th e  v a rious  t i s s u e  o f  th e  c u r r i c u l a r  body i s  too 

s p e c ia l i z e d  so as to  no t r e l a t e  to  o th e r  p a r t s  o r  th e  whole be ing .

With t h i s  survey we have determined the  tem pera ture  and pu lse  

o f  s p e c i a l i s t  programming, noted c e r t a in  o th e r  symptoms and ventured 

a d ia g n o s i s .  The p a t i e n t  1s i l l ,  undernourished and s u f f e r in g .

I f  ou r d iag n o s is  i s  c o r r e c t  and th e  p r e s c r ip t io n  p ro p e r ,  we

should see  some s ig n  o f  recovery . I f  i t  i s  a seasonal malady brought

on by a c o ld ,  harsh  c l im a te ,  we may have to  w a it  u n t i l  the  sp r in g

to  g e t  r e l i e f  -  i f  i t  comes.

W aiting i s  th e  h a rd e s t  p a r t  when someone t h a t  means something 

to  you i s  s i c k ,  w a i t in g  to  see  i f  th e  cu re  has an e f f e c t  on the  

symptoms, o r  the  c a u s e , i f  we a re  lucky. But w a i t  we must. And 

keep busy tend ing  our p a t i e n t .  And hope.
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MICHIGAN
M i c h i g a n  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n

MICHIGAN
ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 

ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 23026, LANSING. Ml 48909

Dear Colleague,

Michigan Public Education has been dealt some severe economic blows over the last 
decade. Many specialist directed programs in our schools have been drastically reduced or 
eliminated. An accompanying problem we face is not knowing exactly the extent of these cuts 
at the local level on a state-wide basis.

The enclosed survey will establish what the current level of programming is for Art, 
Music, Drama, Dance, Physical Education, and Guidance Counseling at the elementary level 
in Michigan. It is, in part, a replication of a survey done in 1977 by Donald D. Kenney with the 
cooperation of MEMSPA. The findings of that survey appeared in your journal "PRINCIPAL" 
in December of that year.

This survey is being co-sponsored by the Michigan Department of Education and the 
Michigan Alliance for Arts Education with the cooperation and endorsement of MEMSPA.

With the exception of some of the larger districts, one elementary principal in each of 
Michigan's 529 school districts has been sent a copy of this survey to  fill out for their district. 
You will be the only one contributing data from your district so it is essential that we have your 
support. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey, staple and return it by April 27using 
the self-mailing feature provided. (Based on a piloting of the instrument in the Lansing area, the 
average time needed to complete the survey was about 10 minutes).

If you wish to receive a summary of the findings, be sure to check the appropriate box 
on the survey.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation and appreciate the time you spend to 
give us all a clearer understanding of the problem.

Sincerely,

Phillip*:. Runkel
Superintendent of Public Instruction

Executive Secretary
Michigan Elei Schools Principal's Association

Frank S. Philip
Secretary, Michigan Alliance for Arts Education 
Survey Coordinator
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PHILLIP E. RUNKEL
Superintendent 

of Public Inftruction

STATE OF MICHIGAN
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Lansing, Michigan 48909
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DR. GUMECINDO SALAS 

President 
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Vice President 
ANNETTA MILLER 

Secretary 
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NASBE Delegate 
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JAMES J. BLANCHARD 

Ex-Officio

Dear Colleague:

About four weeks ago you received a copy of a survey 
concerning specialist-directed programs in Art, Music, Dance, 
Drama, Physical Education and Guidance Counseling at the 
elementary level. The survey was mailed to one principal in 
each of the 529 school districts in Michigan.. As of this 
date, our records indicate that your survey form has not been 
returned.

While the return of the survey is not an official 
requirement of the Department of Education, the information 
gained from it will be extremely important for assessing the 
status of these programs in the state and directing the 
development of future programs. I urge you to give it your 
immediate attention.

In the event you did not receive the survey, another copy 
of the survey is enclosed. Please take the 10 minutes it re
quires to give us an idea of what program your district offers. 
The completed survey can be stapled and returned in that form. 
With your assistance, a complete picture of the current situation 
will be assured.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

David ^ D o n o v a n ” 
Assistant Superintendent 
Technical Assistance and 

Evaluation Services

DLD:td
enclosure (1)
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D is tric t
Code
Source

267 S uperin tenden t/B oard  co n s id e rs  e lem entary  educa tion  2nd 
c la s s  to  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r / s p o r t s ,  e t c .

272 Next week i s  our m il lag e  e l e c t io n .  I f  t h i s  m illage  f a i l s ,  
a l l  o f  music in  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  be c u t .  Counseling s e rv ic e  
w i l l  be reduced.

40 Annual decreases  in  s t a t e  a id  have r e s u l t e d  in  corresponding 
c u ts  in  program.

283 I t  i s  hard f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  to  budget y e a r ly  when the
s t a t e  does no t l i v e  up to  i t s  promise and says "too bad fo r  
you -  c u t  your program".
U ntil th e  s t a t e  puts  ed uca tion  in  a h ig h e r  p r i o r i t y ,  the  
c i t i z e n s  w i l l  no t do so e i t h e r .

395 We expec t c u t  backs in  M usic-A rt-P .E . system w ide, K-12, 
i f  ou r June 13 m il la g e  re q u e s t  f a i l s .

364 Our program in  A r t ,  PE, Music and Band have been s t a b l e  
f o r  many y e a r s .

501 I t  a l l  depends on MONEY f o r  ou r schools '. 1

114 Our programs a re  s t ro n g .

530 Why d id  you no t survey  l i b r a r y  media s p e c i a l i s t .

204 We a re  going to  have p re s su re  to  in c re a s e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  
s c ie n c e ,  math, com puters, drug abuse , g i f t e d  and t a le n te d  
and who knows what e l s e  in  the  next few y e a r s .  Our n a tio n  
and people pu t th e  a r t s  a t  a low p r i o r i t y .  We g e t  what we 
a re  w i l l in g  to  pay f o r .  You cannot go cheap and have 
q u a l i ty  ed u ca t io n .

125 Trying to  o p e ra te  on 23.58 m i l l s  j u s t  i s n ' t  going to  make 
i t  f o r  th e se  types  o f  programs! Help!
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D is tric t
Code
Source

7 Not u n t i l  the  S ta te  Board and governing bodies wake up to  
value o f  ed u ca tio n .

206 Vocal Music and in s tru m en ta l  music w i l l  probably  be
reduced s l i g h t l y  s t a r t i n g  w ith  th e  1983-84 school y e a r .

127 Me have had a r t ,  P.E. and Music fo r  many y e a r s .  There i s  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  we may have to  c u t  a l l  3 n ex t y e a r .

271 In my o p in io n ,  a funding system such as ours  t h a t  does not 
provide  enough money f o r  th e se  " sp e c ia l  ex p er ien ces"  in  
many d i s t r i c t s ,  w hile  some o f  the  more fo r tu n a te  c h i ld re n  
do have th e se  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  i s  u n ju s t .

4 When each o f  th e se  programs was f i r s t  c u t  back , then
e l im in a te d ,  te a c h e rs  and a d m in is t r a to r s  were faced  w ith  the  

d e c is io n  o f  (.1) la rg e  (43-1) pupil te a c h e r  r a t i o s  o r  
(2) c o n t in u a t io n  o f  sp e c ia l  programs.

233 Our s t a f f  and a p a re n t  adv iso ry  group a re  a t tem p tin g  to
f i l l  the  gap by p rov id ing  a v a r ie ty  o f  Fine A rts  enrichm ent 
experiences  f o r  s tu d e n t s .  Some o f  our programs have been 
w onderfu lly  s u c c e s s fu l .  Many s tu d e n ts  w i l l  have the  
b e n e f i t  o f  l iv e s  en riched  by some t r a i n i n g  in  an a rea  
o f  th e  a r t s  p rev io u s ly  c lo sed  to  them. We con tinue  
to  be g ra te fu l  to  the  many a r t i s t s  who o f f e r  t h e i r  s e rv ic e s  
to  us .

277 Sec tion  V III .  3. Our cu ts  were based on da ta  which
suggested  t h a t  o f  the  3 a r e a s ,  A r t ,  Music and Phys. Ed. - 
music was the  a re a  in  which te ac h e rs  f e l t  l e a s t  competent - 
i t  was, t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  a rea  o f  l e a s t  c u t .

276 A g r ic u l tu ra l  community t h a t  f e e l s  sp e c ia l  programs a re  a f r i l l .  
Would l i k e  th e  programs i f  someone e l s e  funded them.

408 Extremely Poor Survey. We have l i b r a r y  time - Why i s  no t 
t h a t  conside red  im portan t?
How can the  S ta te  o f  Michigan a f fo rd  poorly  w r i t t e n  u se le s s  
survey and in tu rn  no t make s t a t e  a id  payments?
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D is tric t
Code
Source

187 Unless a d d i t io n a l  money becomes a v a i l a b l e ,  we a re  in  danger 
o f  lo s in g  th e se  programs w ith in  th e  nex t th re e  y e a r s .

65 We have no t had counse ling  o r  drama.

177 S p e c i a l i s t s  programs were c u t  in  h a l f  one y e a r  and e n t i r e l y  
e l im in a ted  the  n e x t .  Seen as only way to  save enough to  
keep schoo ls  open.
We have now saved some money. Some programs may be added 
in  i s o la t e d  c a s e s .  Usually based on board members and t h e i r  
in d iv id u a l  "pet"  l i k e s  no m a tte r  how much a d m in is t r a t iv e  
backup t h a t  i s  provided  in  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t io n .

69 We do no t have any o f  the  programs l i s t e d .  Each te a c h e r  
i s  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  same.

33 In a small school system where te ac h e rs  a re  used on both 
ends o f  th e  b u i ld in g ,  we a re  d ic t a t e d  by the  high schools  
cu rricu lum  demands, and the  f inances  o f  the  d i s t r i c t  as 
a whole.

72 A r t ,  C ounseling , Drama, Dance have never been mentioned 
as a p r i o r i t y  h e re .  We p r in c ip a l s  have lobb ied  hard f o r  
counse ling  to  no a v a i l .

254 Loss o f  school s o c ia l  worker f u l l  time has been extrem ely 
d e tr im en ta l  to  our b u i ld in g .  The l e t t e r  I wrote to  th e  
school board l a s t  Spring prevented  complete e l im in a t io n ,  
bu t th e  board needs f u r th e r  convincing . S upts . p r i o r i t y  
i s  sav ing  funds.
Will t r y  to  in c o rp o ra te  S.S.W. in  T i t l e  I Program nex t y e a r  
u n le ss  those  funds a re  c u t  too  much.

453 A rt and phys. Ed. may grow in  time and s t a f f .  I doubt i f  
any o th e rs  w il l  grow. I d o n ' t  see  any push f o r  any 
o th e r  a r e a s .

141 Inadequate funding has wrecked havoc upon our system. I t  
i s  sad to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  c h i ld re n  a r e n ' t  r e a l l y  number 1.
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375 Me have no money!

258 Under p re se n t  co n d i t io n s  counse ling  s e rv ic e s  a re  im p e ra t iv e ,  
y e t  la ck in g .  This needs immediate a t t e n t i o n .

163 We a lso  have an e lem entary  fo re ig n  language program -  
4 te ac h e rs  meet s tu d e n ts  5 days per week fo r  20 minutes 
in  grades K-2. This w i l l  expand nex t y e a r .

94 A major c o n t r ib u t in g  f a c to r  to  red u c tio n  o f  (A rts )  i s  the  
shortened  school day -  5 h r s .  time does not perm it f o r  a 
loaded cu rricu lum  and a r t s .
Elem. programs have s u f fe re d  th e  b ru n t  o f  re d u c tio n s  w ith  
l i t t l e  promise o f  ( a r t s )  implementation un less  i t  becomes 
mandatory.

52 S ec tion  V III -  We have not changed in  l a s t  5 y e a r s .

221 Major budget c u ts  w i l l  be made f o r  the  83-84 school y e a r .
All o f  th e  a reas  above have been d is c u s se d .  I t  appears  t h a t  
most may be saved , bu t th e  a r t  program i s  s t i l l  s u b je c t  
to  r e d u c t io n .

394 I f  th e  economy were to  improve and ta x  d o l l a r s  were more 
a v a i l a b l e ,  th e  programs could be r e i n s t a t e d  q u ic k ly .

212 Our only  growth has been in  e lem entary  c o u n se l in g ,  bu t to  
o b ta in  t h a t  growth we have l o s t  counse ling  in  the  high 
school and middle school so t h a t  we have not r e a l l y  p ro g ressed .

96 The e lem entary  schoo ls  went to  K-4 t h i s  y e a r .
The 5th  and 6th  g rad e rs  do have e x p lo ra to ry  courses  in  
most o f  th e  a reas  surveyed.

301 #6 With the  c u r r e n t  funding we hold on to  the  program on
a y e a r ly  b a s i s .  They a re  im portan t to  our o v e ra l l  e d u c a t io n ,  
bu t i f  cu ts  must be made they w il l  be e f f e c t e d .

120 Drama and dance both a re  experienced  by our s tu d e n ts  in  the  
r e g u la r  c lassroom , vocal music and gym, and a t  times through 
v o lu n te e r s .
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367 A d e f i n i t e  need f o r  e lem entary  school co u n se lin g .

485 Due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  our school mi 11 ages do no t p a s s ,
coupled w ith the  f a c t  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  o f  Michigan has not 
given our school d i s t r i c t  the  money promised —  we have 
had to  c u t  the  above l i s t e d  programs.

105 My b u i ld in g  i s  K-4 bu t our e lem entary  goes K-6 so I t r i e d  
to  answer th e  q u e s t io n s  f o r  K-6. We a lso  had a c e r t i f i e d  
l i b r a r i a n  5 days a week. Now c u t  to  3 days per week.

428 The answer to  Sec. V II ,  6 depends on th e  philosophy o f
the  s u p e r in te n d e n t .  Our c u r r e n t  s u p t .  would p re se rve  th ese  
programs and look fo r  o th e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  be fo re  c u t t in g .

319 Our a r t -m u s ic -p h y .  ed. has remained th e  same f o r  the  p a s t  
5 y e a r s .  At l e a s t  approxim ate ly  the  same - Cut backs in  
y e a r s  p r i o r  t c  5 y e a r s  ago , proved very unpopular. S t a f f  
wants breaks provided by s p e c i a l i s t s  -  p a re n ts  want 
m usic , a r t  and phy. ed.

410 Our d i s t r i c t  i s  in  very sev e re  f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t y .
Cuts a re  a l s o  p re s e n t  a t  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  and w i l l  con tinue  
to  be a problem.

47 Programs involved  in  t h i s  survey  have n e i th e r  grown o r  
have been e l im in a te d .  Could in  the  f u tu r e  (M usic/P .E .)

76 By 1990, te en ag e rs  a r e  p re d ic te d  to  have c a rd ia c  symptoms 
due to  lack  o f  e x e r c i s e .  I f  s u p t .  o f  Michigan Dept, o f  Ed 
would s t r o n g ly  recommend th e  need and g ive  re a so n s ,  boards 
might change p r i o r i t i e s .  (P o ss ib ly  have g ran ts  to  support 
program s). Elementary i s  always low est p r i o r i t y ;  
secondary f i r s t .

334 I have been a school p r in c ip a l  f o r  32 y e a r s .  During th a t  time 
p o l i t i c i a n s  have been say ing  t h a t  we need to  f inance  the  
p u b l ic  schools  so t h a t  every c h i ld  w i l l  re c e iv e  a q u a l i ty  
e d u ca t io n .  There s t i l l  i s n ' t  q u a l i t y  o r  e q u a l i ty .  I s n ' t  
anyone l i s t e n in g ?
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109 I t  would appear t h a t  music i s  c lo se  to  go ing , un less  the  
economy tu rn s  around.

354 The a t t i t u d e  o f  ou r p u b lic  i s  very n eg a tiv e  toward any 
In c rease  1n t a x e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i f  we have to  depend on 
s t a t e  f in a n c in g  f o r  th e se  programs, we w i l l  never re c e iv e  
enough because th e se  d o l l a r s  w i l l  have to  be used to  
m ain ta in  e x i s t i n g  programs s in c e  p ro p e r ty  tax  in c reased  
m il la g e  seems very doubtfu l a t  t h i s  t im e.

380 I f  con tinued  m il la g e  problems e x i s t  -  i t  becomes more 
d i f f i c u l t  to  hold  th e se  a reas  a t  th e  p re s e n t  l e v e l .

193 In our small r u r a l  lo c a t io n  only e l e c t r o n i c  communications 
w i l l  impact in  a major way.
More comprehensive p re - s e r v ic e  ed uca tion  f o r  those  te a c h e rs  
who w i l l  teach  in  small ru r a l  a reas  ( th o se  who must teach  
(DO) e v e ry th in g )  i s  a must.

368 Our e lem entary  te a c h e r s  do th e  b e s t  they  can in  th e se  a r e a s .  
Need more MONEY.

186 As I s a id  in  S ec tion  V III .  All w i l l  be dropped in  1983-84.
I t  i s  a t e r r i b l e  shame bu t w ithou t monies, what can d i s t r i c t s  
do? We hope some can be r e tu rn e d .

78 Funding f o r  p u b l ic  ed uca tion  i s  the  b a s ic  problem which we 
face  in  a t te m p tin g  to  o f f e r  our s tu d e n ts  any o f  the  items 
inc luded  in  t h i s  su rvey . The more we r a i s e  l o c a l ly  th e  l e s s  
we g e t  from th e  s t a t e .  I am su re  you a re  aware o f  t h i s  
dilem na.

152 A r t ,  v o c a l ,  Music, Band, S t r in g s  and Phy. Ed. a re  being 
e l im in a ted  f o r  th e  1983-84 school y e a r .

381 I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  we w i l l  be a b le  to  con tinue  su pporting  
e lem entary  m usic , a r t  and p hys ica l  edu ca tio n  as we a re  
now doing f o r  some time to  come.
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391 MORE MONEY!!

64 Me p lan  to  co n tin u e  a l l  programs we c u r r e n t ly  have.

281 Budget c u ts  here  a re  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  th e  s t a t e  formula 
f o r  th e  f in an ce  o f  p u b l ic  sch o o ls .  An im portan t f a c to r  
i s  t h a t  school m il lag es  a re  th e  only  "voice" on tax  is su e s  
t h a t  people  fe e l  they can c o n t r o l .

393 Will have f u l l  time a r t  in  1983-84.

20 In s trum en ta l  works more e f f e c t i v e l y  in  an hourly  r o ta t io n a l  
schedu le  than in  a s e l f - c o n ta in e d  elem. program; t h e r e f o r e ,  
r e g a rd le s s  o f  budget c o n s id e ra t io n s ,  we would oppose 
re in s ta te m e n t  in  elem.

124 Some en ro llm en t d e c l in e  has kept a r t ,  P .E . ,  music program 
p r e t t y  much as has been excep t we had Kdgn., music and PE 
once a week b e fo re  l ig h tn in g  sch ed u le s .
Philosophy has been percen tage  c u ts  ac ro ss  the  e n t i r e  
school spectrum r a t h e r  than t o t a l  e l im in a t io n  o f  one program 
as much as p o s s ib le .

32 All should  be funded by s t a t e  gov t.

159 We a re  o u t  o f  form ula . Our s t a t e  i s  a "poor" advocate  o f  
p u b l ic  ed u ca tio n !  The c h i ld re n  s u f f e r  fo r  the  s t a t e ' s  
mismanagement.

462 I f  our m il lag e  passes  on June 13, we w i l l  r e i n s t a t e  physical 
edu ca tio n  and i n s t i t u t e  a program in  e lem entary  cou n se lin g .

490 Folk dancing i s  a p a r t  o f  our elem entary  schools  physica l 
edu ca tio n  program.

239 I t  seems to  me th e  s t a t e  i s  reducing  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  
funding e d u c a t io n .  We a re  g e t t in g  le s s  and le s s  money.
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137 Survey no t c l e a r .  For example No. 6 we a lre ad y  have A r t ,  
vocal music and P .E . bu t they have been c u t  back. They 
w i l l  con tinue  as i s  i f  p re se n t  funding c o n t in u e s .  I f  
you want such surveys re tu rn e d  a t  l e a s t  d o n ' t  make us 
pay f o r  postage .

325 We have a proposal b e fo re  th e  Board o f  Ed. to  add elem entary  
co u n se lin g .  I t  looks l i k e  i t  w i l l  go. As you know the  
community su pports  our schools  w e l l .  We a re  lucky.

255 I t  i s  t r u l y  a tragedy  t h a t  e lem entary  educa tion  always
seems to  come under s c r u t in y  f i r s t  when th e re  a re  c u ts  to  
be made. I t  i s  time t h a t  cu ts  a re  made ac ro ss  th e  board .

360 We have had most a l l  programs w ith in  th e  l a s t  10 y e a r s .  
MONEY i s  th e  b a s is  f o r  not having some NOW!

170 Vocal music and P.E. -  h  h r .  s e s s io n s  -  once a week i s  
j u s t  " taken" programming bu t b e t t e r  than n o th ing .
Vocal music was c u t  l a s t  y e a r ,  bu t r e i n s t a t e d  t h i s  y e a r .  
Both programs conside red  y e a r ly  when c u ts  a re  made.

384 We voted in  June o f  1982 f o r  1 .9 m i l l s  f o r  secondary 
e x t r a  c u r r i c u l a r  programs and elem. vocal m usic, i n s t .  
music and p hys ica l  ed . In 1983-84 we w i l l  have a f u r t h e r  
d e t e r io r a t i o n  o f  the  classroom  program due to  revenue 
s h o r t  f a l i  bu t th e  1 .9  w i l l  g ive  us music and gym as 
u s u a l .  Survey should have inc luded  l ib ra ry /m e d ia  s e rv ic e s  - 
ours  a re  near z e ro .

531 Our e lem entary  a r t s  programs a re  j u s t  b a re ly  su rv iv in g  
r i g h t  now. They may no t be around in  S ep t.  83 depending 
on f in a n c ia l  developments t h i s  summer.

459 I f  f in a n c ia l  a id  f o r  school d i s t r i c t s  does no t improve
very soon we l i k e l y  w i l l  have to  e l im in a te  vocal music and 
physica l ed uca tion  programs, as th e re  i s  a lread y  some 
d iscu ss io n  along those  l in e s  now.
Besides documenting t h a t  th e re  i s  a problem — lack o f  
s p e c i a l i s t s  in  th e  a r t s  — what do you plan to  do w ith 
th e se  r e s u l t s  from your survey?
Will you g ive  Blanchard a copy o f  the  r e s u l t s  as f u r th e r  
p roof t h a t  school f in an ce  in  Michigan i s  a f a rc e  and is  
in  need o f  d r a s t i c  change?
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286 I th in k  i t  i s  u n th inkab le  t h a t  a c h i l d ' s  educa tion  should
be so  c o n t ro l le d  by t h e i r  p a re n ts  d e c is io n  o f  where to  l i v e ,  
o r  what can happen to  a school d i s t r i c t  a f t e r  you have 
committed y o u r s e l f  to  buying in  a c e r t a in  school d i s t r i c t .  
Lower income k ids  need th e  advantages o f  a good educa tion  
more than upper income kids  who a re  ab le  to  b e n e f i t  from 
the  s o c ia l  exper iences  money can buy. Educators k ids  a re  
a lm ost p r ic e d  o u t  o f  a c o l le g e  e d u ca tio n .

525 L ib rary  program s t i l l  t h e r e .

37 Our school system  board seems to  be concerned w ith  secondary 
ed uca tion  and s p o r t s  o n ly .  We have one board member t h a t  
speaks o u t  fo r  e lem enta ry .

483 We l o s t  a r t ,  music ( I n s t ,  and Voc.) and physica l educa tion  
j u s t  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  We hope to  r e i n s t a t e  some o r  a l l  in  
th e  83-84 school y e a r .  (L ib ra ry  was a lso  c u t ! )
I f e e l  counse ling  i s  very im portan t.  We use to  have 
s o c ia l  workers from the  I .S .D . u n t i l  th e  law changed 
(Sp. e d .)  to  say t h a t  $ support  would only be given to  
Sp. Ed. s tu d e n t s .  There a re  so many problems t h a t  schools  
c a n ' t  deal w ith  -  d iv o rc e ,  unemployment, c h i ld  abuse , 
p a ren ts  and s tu d e n ts  on d ru g s ,  e t c .  We need help!
They need h e lp .  Community so c ia l  s e rv ic e s  c a n ' t  do i t  - 
too  many people . The w a it in g  l i s t  i s  f o r  s ix  months.

477 Revising programs to  produce r e s u l t s  t h a t  the  community 
w i l l  become aware o f  w i l l  help t h e i r  su p p o r t .  I f  you a re  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  our F i tn ess  fo r  Youth Program, p le a se  c o n ta c t  me.

454 We a re  h u r t in g !  I can see  a time when we may have to  c lo se  
our sch o o ls .  When i s  someone going to  he lp  -  I mean 
l e g i s l a t u r e s .  C a n ' t  they see  i t ' s  a lm ost im possib le  
to  pass m il lag es  when everyone i s  broke.

14 An elem entary  p r in c ip a l  in  Ann Arbor should a l s o  be asked
to  answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n a i r e .  Our sp e c ia l  programs a re  
tremendous and g r e a t l y  supported  by th e  AA Community.

415 Due to  the  economy and l im i te d  exper iences  o f  our s tu d e n ts
in  the  f in e  a r t s  o u ts id e  o f  school to d ay , our school needs i t s  
own sp ec ia l  c la s s e s  more than e v e r .
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405 Our school d i s t r i c t  i s  l i k e l y  in  i t s  l a s t  y e a r  o f  being 
" in  fo rm ula" . I f  we do no t pass an added m il lag e  package 
in  June , we w i l l  be fo rced  to  drop m usic, a r t  and physica l 
ed u ca tio n .  No more s p e c ia l s  u n t i l  r e f in a n c in g .

198 A r t ,  music and phy. ed .  were dropped 2nd se m is te r  o f
1980-81 and a l l  y e a r  in  1981-82. They were r e i n s t a t e d  in  
S ep t .  o f  1982 from a g r e a te r  than expected  cash ba lan ce .

158 Our programs have remained i n t a c t  d e s p i t e  c lo s in g  a number 
o f  b u i ld in g s  and reducing  s t a f f .  They have remained 
because the  board , s t a f f  and community recogn ize  t h e i r  impact.

446 We must a l t e r  th e  p re se n t  funding s t r u c t u r e  f o r  pu b lic
ed u ca t io n .  We must s e t  f o r th  a s t a t e  wide program t h a t  w i l l  
f u l f i l l  th e  dem ocratic  needs o f  the  people .

121 Must have revamping o f  method o f  f in a n c in g  p u b l ic  ed u ca t io n .  
D is t .  #7 i s  f i n a n c i a l l y  d i s t r e s s e d .

135 Our music, gym and a r t  in  the  elem entary  school has s tayed  
s t a t u s  quo in  th e  28 y e a r s  I 'v e  been h e re .  P lans a re  to  
co n tin u e  to  m ain ta in  th e se  in  our cu rr icu lum . F o r tu n a te ly  
th e se  a reas  a re  e x c e l l e n t  p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  small 
farming community and the  c i t i z e n s  a re  very  s u p p o r t iv e  o f  
the  sch o o l.  Concerts  s p r i n g / f a l l ,  a r t  shows and f i e l d  
day a re  p resen ted  each y e a r .  Public  crowds th e  f a c i l i t i e s .

326 In our d i s t r i c t ,  s p e c ia l  programs have been t i e d  to  
c o n tra c tu a l  len g th  o f  day. Days were sho rtened  K-12 
3 y ea rs  ago; c o n t r a c t  says classroom  te a c h e rs  w i l l  have 
25 c o n ta c t  h r s .  S p e c i a l i s t s  were used to  leng then  th e  day. 
Although classroom  te ac h e rs  now have th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  te ach in g  a r t ,  music and p . e . ,  th e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i ty  
both vary w idely and whatever o f  th e se  s u b je c ts  i s  tau g h t  
comes a t  the  expense o f  some o th e r  c l a s s .

427 We a re  committed to  p rov id ing  q u a l i t y  ed uca tion  f o r  our 
s tu d e n t s ;  however budget c u ts  have made i t  im possib le  to  
con tinue  w ith  c u l tu r a l  a r t s  programs which a re  r e a l l y  needed.
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470 Method o f  f in a n c in g  i s  e n t i r e l y  u n f a i r . A d i s t r i c t  w ith  a 
power p la n t  i s  loaded . Another i s  f i g h t in g  to  s u rv iv e .  
Adequate money should  be provided by the  s t a t e  e q u a l ly  
on a per pupil b a s i s .

83 Our school i s  l im i te d  by s iz e  o r  what can be r e a l i s t i c a l l y  
o f f e re d .

101 My responses r e f l e c t  a K-4 b u i ld in g .  V olunteer p a re n ts  have 
c o n tr ib u te d  in  a r t  f o r  K-4.

309 Extra  c u r r i c u l a r  added both boys and g i r l s  in te rsch o o l  
b a s k e tb a l l .  Added 6 grade In d u s t r i a l  a r t s .  Added more 
su p erv ised  l i b r a r y  w ith  c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h e r s .

184 There have been no c u t  backs in  our school th e  p a s t  12 y e a r s .

482 Loss o f  most o f  ou r programs were do to  fund lo s s .

190 Hopefully  a l l  programs w i l l  be r e i n s t a t e d  should  the
economy tak e  an upswing. Our community had always been 
very su p p o rt iv e  o f  i t s  s ch o o ls .

329 We need $ $ $ $.

166 I d o n ' t  th in k  t h i s  survey i s  going to  t e l l  you an y th ing .

180 We th in k  c o u n se l in g ,  a r t  and music a re  im p o r tan t ,  bu t
because o f  s t a t e  a id  and d e c l in in g  en ro llm en ts  and i n f l a t i o n  
we a re  o p e ra t in g  a bare  bones cu rr icu lu m .
High school and Middle school each reduced t h e i r  d a i ly  
schedu le  by 1 c l a s s  hour.

436 Without a change in  funding support  f o r  e d u c a t io n ,  we a re  
l i k e l y  to  loose  a l l  our sp e c ia l  programs.
P roper ty  tax  cannot con tinue  to  keep up w ith  i n f l a t i o n  and 
in c re ase d  c o s ts  and a ls o  pay f o r  s p e c ia l  programs.

516 VIII -  6. Not l i k e l y  i f  p re s e n t  funding s t r u c t u r e ,  r e l a t e d  
to  c u t s ,  would co n tin u e  as i t  has over the  p a s t  few y e a r s .
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