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CAFTaA I

INTHOLUCTIOK

Why the Problem VWas Selected

The Veterans of Foreign Wars hational lLome has been
of intersst to the writer for & number of reasons. Perhaps
the raramount reason is the fact that the writer was a
resident of the Lome for eight and a half years, from February
of 1940 to June of 1943. ©Secondly the writer is especially
interestaed in the child welfare ficld, tzerefore interested
in how the institution is and cuan be used as a successful
substitute cure program. iast, but not of least impcrtance
i3 the fact that the Veterans of Foreign wars Home stuff has
given the writer immeasurable help, not only firanciully but
has meintained a continuous and sincere interest in the
writer's endeavors. In adaition, they have expressed a desire
to learn whether or not the average age and average length of
stay of cunildren at the ilome has decreased. 7ihe writer feels
that doing a project such as tnis will not only stress his
interest in tue zrea but will also enable him to do somethning
constructive for the orgunization that he feels has done a

great deal for him,



Statemant of the Probtlem

At present, Veterans of Zoreign wars resident
children are graduzating from high scliocl in smaller nuubers,
giving the impression that more c¢lt.ildrea ars leavingz the
Eome before they graduate todzy trhan they did tea years
azo. This su_gests tuat poscsibly the everege length of
stay Las decrsused wituln the past ten yeurs. Iarallel
with the possible cecreased length c¢f stay is the ldca
that if fewer cuildren are remaining at tne iiome until they
graduate, it would sesm reasocnable to believe that the
average age of the children hus also decreasad within the
past ten years. Iuls study is an attempt to deterauine
wrether the average age and averase lengih of stay in the
Homa has decreused, and if so, tc evaiuate the reasons wiy
thers haus beea a cecreass in age snd length of stay. An
attempt will bs made to relute these changes to elizibility
requirements and, if possible, to compare what is taking

place with the actnal corporats functlon of the agency.

Preliminary Iivrothesis

Tha average age and average length of stay of childe-
ren at thie Veterans cf loreign wars lLational Home, iatcn
Rapids, kKichigan, has decreased because of increased Bocial

Security and Veterans benefits,



defined

Dafi-lticn cf Terms

In order to olarify scme termz, the writer hus
them in tne fcllowing way:

To care cf rasreants « children released to tne

care of one or both natural parents.

To czra cf relatives = chilaren released to tha

care of one or mors relativeas otner tuan fauther and/
or mother,

ilerpcrary curg « short term curs of two yeaurs or less.

£1i23bility extezcry = categeries used are defined by

the Veterans of ¥oreign wurs. See aprendix for admlssion

requirements.

Cnszble to Determine = a phruse used by the writer on
the schecdule when informution cculd not e secured

from reccrds or interviews,

The Setting

Locatien
b -]

The Veteran3 of loreign VWars National liome i3 locuted

twenty-three miles south of Lunsing, iichigan, about twenty-

five miles north of Jackson, iichigun, and four miles southeast

of aaton Haplds, iichigzan, on Highway Ll188.

origin

Plans for the founding of the Veterzns c¢f ¥oreign wars

Home were first given consideration by the orgaunizaticn's twenty-

fifth KNational Zncampment held at Atlantic City, lNew Jersey, in



September of 13924. An equity vulued at 25,000 in the furm
of a four hundred and seventy-two acre farm near Laton Rapids,
Michigan, was pressgnted to this .ncampmsnt by ir. and kKrs.
Corey J. Spencar, of Jackson, kLichigan,

In Cetober of 1520, a report from the ivational Council
was subanitted, giving a detailed description of this property
which waa known as the Grand Liver Stock Farm. Action taken
by tre Natlional Council of Administration in the acceptance
of tuis property was officially sapproved by the twenty-sixth
National kncempgment held at Tulsa, Oxlahcma in 1925,

The purpose in creating the Veterans of roreign Wwars
National Eome was to provide a iiome for the widows and orphans
of disabled end deceased veteruns. When founded in 1925, it
rapresented an "idcal stewardship voluntarily asoumed by
America's foreign servica veterans." When tue Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States pledged itself to this
program of child welfare, it followed through on it's prograu
of "nonoring the dead by helping the living.‘a

Governine Dod

The Veterans of loreign VWars hational home is geverned
by a board of trustees consisting of ten members with the

Comriander=in-Crnief of the Veterans of ¥oreign Wars and tune

1l
Your V.F.w. Mational Home, 1947.

<Ibid.
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National Auxilisry President serving as memlers ex-officio
during their term of office. Two trusiee3 are elected
annually b¥ the district in whica they resice for terus of
five years each. The United States is divided into districts
and each of the ten trustees repressnts the district from
which thay were elected. The bourd of Trustees elscta its
own officers and is alsc authorized tc sclect an executive
or munagement committee of thres or four msmbors, at least
two-thirds of whom sﬁall ve officers or trusteea of the Hcme
and orne-third may be mombers wno are not officers or trustses.
Phvsical Faci{iﬁé%g

The site occupied by the Veterans of Foreign wars
Natlonal Home presently consista of 8ix hundred and forty
aerea of farmliand anud caxpus, including about one hunured
acres of orchards. 1In this villagce, there are now thirty-one
two story brick homes for families of six to eigat children
and their houssmothar. Thess individual fuuaily sized howmes
have been limited in size to insurs & “"more fauily-like
atnosphere, "

In addition to the cottages, which are spcnsored and
built by the many state departments of the Veterans c¢f Forelgn
Waré. thers exists a day nursery, a well equirped and adequately
stsaffed hosyital, a spacious and mcdern community center and
15 acres of playground which is augmented by a divisional

swimming pool. The lioms has made availsble a guest lodge which



rrevides meals end lodzing to vizitin relatives of children,
friends, &nd visitors at & modcrate rate,

Although the children stitend religious services of
their choice in churches at katon Kapids, Xichigan, the liome
has been furnished with domory Chapel, & house of worsaip for
cnilaren of all faitha., To keep the children im good healtn
and aprexrangs, a grocery stors, clotuing store, and laundry
ars all familiar facilities at the Homee To help piotect all
of thesa physaicsl facilities, a modera firehouse has reccntly
b3en aidad and equiprad with e new fire eagine.

g;::.‘}'at ins F‘.};lgﬁ

The taree scurccs of incoize for the Veterans of
Foreiga Wars Jutionul Home are (1) the sale of buddy poipies,
(2) the reverma derived from the scle of life mewbersuips in
the Nationel Eome and (3) througa the auuual sale of Christ-
mas s:zals, trne only directi apieal to tne meavership of the
Vsterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and the lLadles
Auxililiarye.

Blizivility rfequdremonts

Cuildren are adualtted to the Loie providing they mest
tha fcllowing requirements, keepinzg in mind that in all
categories the father or mother must have been a member in
good standing of the Veterans of Yoreign Wwars cf the United
States, with a confinuous membership for twelve months prior

to his desth or total disability: (1) A child of a father



who i3 dead or totally disabled. (2) A ¢2ild of a mothsr
wno had foreign service. (3) A child whose mcther has died
and the father is unzble to fully accept tke financial
responsibility cf the child. The fatiier i1s required to
contribute regularly toward the care of such child. (4) A
child of a man or woman who i3 a foreign service veteran,
meeting certain conditions as described in the eligibility
requirementa.l
Preference 1s given to eligible children in the
numerical order of the &bove listed categories. <iherefors,
in periods of shortage cf facilities, children eligible under
the first category will be accepted first, then thcse whose
eligibility is determined under the second cstegory and so

one.

1See Aprendix A for copy of eligzibility requirements.
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RobaluD LITuaiaTUily A2D CULUCLT CPILICH
The child welfare field has ccntinuslly vesn

perplexed with the many problems confronted in the selection
and use of substituts care for children whose parents are
unable to acdeguately mset the needs of the child. These
chlldren number into the hundreds of thousands in the United
States alone, which is reason enougi for ean evaluation of
the different types of substitute care. This study is rslated
only to one type of substitute care, inatitutional.

Many a3 trey are, the number of children in this

country receiving care in institutions of all kinds

i3 not large when ccmpared with the regimaents of

homeless chilldren in aLurope and Asia, but it 1s

large enough to call for examination of the practices

and policises cof instituticns that zre provicing care

for America's disadvantaged children and for scrutiny

of the cnief needs of the children they serve.l

dn order to understund the current philosophy of

institutional care, it helps a great deal to review stuges
of developrrent thut instituticnal cars of children have gonae
throughe.

In the United States, the first institutions that cared

for children were sponscored by religious groups aand naturally

loward w. Lopkirk, Instituticns Serving Childrens
Rugsel Sage Foundation, Little and Ives Cougpany, 15«4, hew York,
Pe 1o




had a religious mctive. These institutions were nct solely
established for the care of homeless children, but «lso pro- -
vided for destitute adults. The Natchez khassacre aud subsegusnt
annihilation of the adults of the ccomaunity was reaponsible
for the first institution fer criliren in the United St-tes,
waich appeared in lew Orleasns in 1729, During tais period,
emotional nesds of cnildren were practicully unkncwne. nany
such "“orphan asyluns" were establisnued wand were tucusht to
be the answer for care cof tune "orrphan.® There was no indivicual
intersst in the cizild and the institutions were crowdea with
children who wers taken intc custody from "cestitution at
home and outrage on tie streets.®

Other institutions were originated with the purpose
of training the child. 1This era ¢f instituticns as schcols
predorminately served only the needs of special groups of
cuildren, sucn as the blind, the ceaf, and thne mentully re-
tarded ¢hild. Part of this philoscphy, along with that of
the asylum, is present»atil} today. ‘1his isolated care,
without any type of 1ntegréz10n‘was éxtramely dameging, since
the residents, upon leaving, were often complstely unsble to
adjust to conditions outsice the institution. This overly
protective environment was later reccgnized as belng more
harmful than gocd and it's presence toduy is usuually combined

with an integrated program.

1Hary Lois Pyles, Institutiorns for C-ild Core and
Treatmont, Child welfars League of Auerica, 1lv47, pe. 8.

————" ——r——
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Recogniticn of the extreme iwportunce of family life
was an impetus for yproviding iunstitutions with the idea of
suprlanting dormitories with small und more individualized
cottaces, This ypractical move from lurge dormitories was
instituted with the idea that it would helip to craute a
more homelike atmoa here.

The cottage plan haa bacoxne very popular in the
institational field una i3 ususzlly quite appealing to the
institutional governing bodia3 a3 wsll as the lay putbtlic.
Kevertheless, its appezling factcre have also raised scmz
Froblexs. auny times the inatitutions have develcped the
ccttage system without incorrorating the other basio changes
that help create a more hcmelike atmospyhere. Institutions
tnat have twenty to twenty-five cnildren in a cottage ara
actuzally defeating the purpose of changing the dwelling
units. A good example of how ths cottage system should
work in relation to its purpose is illustrated by the Veteruns
of Foreign wars Kationsl Home. This institution incorrorated
tne cottsge system. kach of the cottages house between six
and eight children. 1he iiome h&s never used tne dormitory sy.tlem.

Institutions have gone through these different stages
of asylum, school, and "homes®, and parts of each havs bLeen
incorporated into our institutions of tecduy. Some of these

1

institutions have actually become a purt of "modern social work."

liary Lois Pyles, Itid., p..C.

-
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We can then begin to tkhink today in terms of another stuge,
t23 institution as a social egency. Children ia institutional
care nced specicl social services., ITheir placement hus

come about because of some social prouvlew, whether it De
divorce of purents, death of pzrents, instituticnciizution

of parents or some otzer cause. 7This naceszitates uze of
professional skills as offersd by sccial werkers as well as
sxills offered by tue other proiessional pecple.

Current Crinien

Social workers huve been conceruned wiih foster hozmes
versus institutions for a number of yeurs. It is generelly
sagreed that the determining factors ¢f placsment cernter around
the specific nceds of eachh child rather than the superiority
of one tyype of substitute cure over snother.e This is not
to say that the merits of a2 particular foster home or institu-
tion srould not be carefully scrutinized, but the decision
of placeuzent stiould be based on the individual avility of
thie foster home or institution to meet tne needs of the
particular cuild in mind. Tuis idea has taken a long tinme
to develop. Ia ths "asylum" days, it was felt tout ell
dependent sud neglected ciaildren shoculd be placed in institu-
tions. This idea was prevalent for many years anda is
reaponsibla for sterectyping the institutioan as a dull, drab,
dingy bullding thut housed childéren and practically worked

them to ceath. Whether we like to admit it or not, these
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things are still associated with the werd "institution®™ by
many lay pecple. 1This idea 18 well illustrzted by the movie
“Joe's 1id", which is used by the Veteruns c¢f foreign wars
Naticnal Home as an educuticnul film, cescribiag whuat one
man thought the Home was and what it sctually is. l.owever,
more people are teginning to realize tue role of tiie institu-
ticn in the child placement fiela. Today it is recognlzed
that both substitute cure programs huve thelr own place and
gshould be used accordinglye.
Ate

In using institutions, ayze becomes a very imjportant
factore In reviewing the literwturs, the generul concensus
seens to be that younger cuildren should not have permanent
residence in institutions. Tue term, younger child, seens to
range from zero up to six years. Lenrietta Gordcocn gees even
higher than tnis. She statess

Social workers are generally cf the cpinion thaut

no children under six yesrs of age, uand preferuably

none under ei;ht, should be placed in instituticna.

Institutions with well planned service prograas 4o

not accept very young cnildren, believing that during

the earliest years infunts &nd young children need

the protective perscnal relctionsuips of funrily

life.l

Kene Spitz, in his articles on hospitalism and ana-

clitic depression vividly describes the effects on an infunt

lienrietta L. Gordon, Cacerork Services feor Crnilcren,
Lioughton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1956, p. 1lv4.




that do23 not hava a lov2 object. iia spesks ¢f th2 love
object being either the naturzl mother or & substituts person.
Mis rem.rks regardins institutionnliazation o¢f infuats ars

s21f exrlaaatory. La statss;

Leprivzticn of infunts, during the first year,

of love ovjects for a prolcnged period, should

b3 strenucusly svecided. Under no circuaustwices

snould they be aeprived for over tures mcnths

of the lcve cbjects, duriag the second halfl of

thelr first year.

Some people feel that texmporary cure of the young
c¢hild is not partiocularly damaging but at tihe sene time,
nobcdy really seems to define the term, “temporary®. Some
speak of it in terms of days, some sreak of months and a few
sugzest tempcrary care as meaning anything up to two years.

In a letter directed to the Ciiild welfare Lsague of
America, the writer requested infcrmation regwurding current
thinking in the urea of average age and averuge leagtan cof
stay of crhildren in institutions. XHenrietta Gerdon, Lirector
of Infcrmation and Publications, stated in her reply that
between two and three years is about the maximum length of
time that institutional care is helpful to children. G&he
furtker st:tes:

In our surveys and ccn3ultations, we advise an

azency that if a child has been in an institution

for two yeers, the situation should bs reviewed
in crder to m:k2 sure thut tas Institution has tho

1hene A. Stitz, ®"Anaciitic Deypression®™ ia Paycl.c-
annlvtie Study cf the ”“i 1123, Interrational Universities rress,
Lew York, Volie 11, Do ol e
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kind 6f service the child needa and that there
are valid reasons for his stwuy being prclonged
beyond two years.t
ko3t worksrs in the child welfzre field think of the
institution in terma of care for the adoclescent. During this
. El
period, the adolescent is usually seeking companionship with

his peers and at the same time he is exerting and developing

what we czll his independence. This is the time when he is
usually having difficulty with parental controls. With the
combination of these factors, grcup lifs in an institution
becomes a practical and constructive thinzg and in many cases
is extremely beneficial to the adoclescent. ,

The question of whether cr not families skould be
kept together, is closely aligned with the idea of whether
or not boys and girls should live together in institutionzl
housing. The current feelings in this area are well expressed
by the Child welfare League, which suggestss

The institution should eccomodate both boys and

girls, so that bLrother and sister groups may Uve

kept together and so that wll the caildren may

have the advantages of asscociations including

both the sexes. The exceptions to this are, of

course, those institutions orgzanized to give

spacial training to the &adolescent, and others

caring for children who puarticularly need to be

segregated for the time being. Admiesion

requirements with reference to age should be
sufficiently flexible to facilitate keering

1Personal letter written by henrietta Gordon to the
writer on April 16, 19857. See s#ppendix E.
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the childrsa of the same faamily together.l

kary lLois Pyles, iu her peughlet Inctitutions for

Cnild Care send Trestmnent, specifies the types of chiidren

who need institutional cars. These inciuuss

a. Those in no emovional state tu take on
foster purents, OScme cr-iidren have been
so burt by reajeciing parenta and disrupting
family experiences that they cunnct be
receptive and reszonsive to foster ypareats
and family living....because adolescence is
a period of becoaming indepsndent of close
parental ties, institutional cars may be
helpful to soms children cf this age who
must live awwy from their own homes.

b. Children of school aze who have love and
security from parsnts who cunnot maintain
& hceme for tinem.

¢. Children whoss parents csnnot uccept foster
parentse.

de 4n0se wic are 8o unirained tiat they cannot
fit intc & private family.

e. 5o0cially retarded chiléren who may find
orrortunity for self-exprzssion, broadening
cf perscnality aand tha gaining of success and
recoguition tnrough some of the activities
whicu cun be provided in the instlitution.

f. Children wuo need apecial facilities for
diagnostic observation aau stuuy and consistenti
coordinated trzatment.<

In esserce, she states that institutions are not good

lHoward W. Hopkirk, ope cite, p. 47 (citing Stancerdas
0f Foster Care fcr Childzen iwn Instituticng, <Child welfare
PU.blicatiOﬂ. 1947' Fe I

2¥ary Leis Pyles, ¢r. _cite, p. 15-16,



for most cnlldren under school ag=, total orphans because
of their nced for a family end family life, and any child
who needs extenaive individuslized cars.

There is the general fezling thet mest institutions
are gradually working toward temporary care of the c¢cnild
and although thers is strong and loyal support for the
organizations behind tha institutions, the staffs «ra more
generally backing short term care as the ultimate in thse

institutional program.
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wx2iiCLS ALD PLOCLIURLS

The writsr used case reccrds sugnented by a card
catalozgue maintained by the dome winich summirized infcrmation
on thne cases. TFersonal Interviews were salsc used to suprle=-
ment writtea informztion.

After realizing tne large number of children who kad
left the Houme since 1925, the writer decided that in order
to get a reascnable number of cases, & sampling would have
to be muce. In crder for tne samiling to be &s near typiocul
a3 pos3ible, it was decided that certain war years could not
be included. If they were included, the valicity of the
study could be contested cn the grcunéds that the age and
length of stay at time of discharge would not be velid cue
to the many unusual circumstances of the war years. Again
it wus decided that the first year of the comrarative analysis
should te at least ten years after the iome came into existence.
It was furtaner decided that the first year of the comparison
should be after the depressicn and before Cocial Security
benefits came intec existence.

Lack cf knowledge of facilities and lack cof facilities

in general a2t the Hore, could well have limited the number
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of arplications for younger ohildren. Actually, the day
nursery was not built until 1945, whioch in itself pocints
out that the emihasis on czre of the younger child was
not realistic until that time. The use of this added
facility would naturally lower the average age dut at the
same time, the writer had question as to whether or not
this would affect the length of staye.

In order for a comparative analysis to be made at
ten year spans, the years of 1936, 1346, and 1956 were
chosen as the sample year3 to be used. The writer is
uncertain as to tne reliability of using the year of 1935
a8 the Veterans of Foreign Wars Kational Homs had been in
existencs only a little over ten yezrs, but to make a
comparativs analysis of years cf equal separation, it was
necessary to do this. The figures that were compiled by
the writer have bsen augmented by stutistics that were
avalilable at the National Home. Statistica for the year
of 1955 had been compiled in regard to averagellength of
stay, which will give an even clearer picture of the
statistical breskdown of the years of 1936, 1946, and 1956,
Other statistics that were avallable were those concerning
average &azs, Ilhese figzures were for the year of 1655 and
July of 1956, This breaks down the last two years in terms
of average age for each six months, which should make the
comparison much mcre meaningful and will make it as current

as is possidble.



13

After a selection was mace of years toc use, the
writer sttempted to determine whut factors were 1in evidence
tnat would help decide what date should be useu in determing
the average age during the;é years. It was ceciced that the
av=arags ace of thoce in resicence on Deneriber Il, of the
three selected years, would be In conjunction with figures
used for averaze age that had bsen compiled by the iome.
Length of stay wes figured by including &ll who hud left
the National Eome cduring thess three swumple years,

Tne scrediule used consisted of six major questions
which covered relevant areas of material needed for tne
study. These were birthdate, dute of admission, date of
discharge or release, circumstances at dischurge, eligibility
categories for which they were admitted, and for thoce
released to their puarents or relatives, ccnditions under
which they were released. The first three yarts of the
schedule seem to te éelf—explanatory. Tiie question of
"Circumstances at Discharge®™ was Yroken dewn into elght
minor parte. These were:(1l) Released to Parents (2) Gracuated
(3) Went into the Armed Services (4) Deceaced (5) Releassd to
helatives (&) Murried (7) Other (8) Informaticn not Available.
If either released to parents or released to relatives, it
was necessary to delve further into the case material to
determine why the parent cr relative was sble to take the
responsibility of the child's care at this time and not able

to at the timz of admittance of the ckild. <The writer felt
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that this would clarify whetaer or not any decreass in the
avarazge age and average length of stay was due to increased
sccial securlty and veterans banefits,

The question regarding elizivility cutegory was used
to determine whether or nct a crhange in eligibility require-
ments was pertly resronsible for chanzing eilther the average
length of stuy or whether or not it had say affect at all.

A trial schedule was used as a testing device which
encbled the writer tc determine whether or not all the
needed information would ajpe«r on the completed scuedule.
The trial schedule satisfactorily proved tuat tue schiedule
would be sufficient for all the information that would be
needed in completing the study.l

A great decl of the informuztion that was gathered
came from cuse records and a card catalcgue pertaining to
the case records. This catalogue had infcrmation such as
birthdate, date of aimission, date of discharge or release,
and other informuztion taken from the case reccrds. Thils
information was supplemented by personal contacts with
Lcusemothers, the managing director, the director of family
life, the assistant director, and one of the past munaging
directors.

To secure current information and attitudes toward

institutional care of children, the writer regquested informa-

1Seo Appendix C for a copy of the schedule used.



B

tion from the Child wselfare ieague of aAmerica. Particular
emphiasis was rlacsd on aversgs age and average lengtn of
stay. The writer requested informatica concerning othsr
studies and literature avallasble. A copy of the letter sent
and the rerly can be found in the appendix.

The material secured waa subject to statistical
analysis. Tuls analysis was dcne mostly through tubles
and comparison of resletive fisures of the sample years that

wers used.



Cha2ilsy IV

PALGLANTATICL AND ANALYSIS OF DATa

Pecrease in Avaraze 4.3

On December 31, 1926, there were 145 residents of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars lational home. Considering
all the children who were residing at the LKatiocnal Iome on
this date, thelr averuge sge was figured to be 11.8 years.
Broken down into age grcups, as is done in Table 2, there
were no children under one year of age residing at the
Mational Lome at tnat time. This same fact is evident in
the years 1946 and 1956.

On December 21, 1946, there were 144 residents of
the lational liome. The average at tuls point was increased
by two-tenths of a percent, in that the average age was
12,0 years. Although there is a slight increase in average
ege, its significance is of little value in looking at the
entire picture.

In 1956, there was a noticeable incresase in those
residing at the National hHome. In ccmparison to the 145
and 144 in 1935 and 1946 respectively, the number'iﬁ 1956
Jumped to 172. The actual high for that year was 175. At

this time, the aversage age dropped to 10.4 years of age.
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This was not a sudden drop. uithin the past few yeurs the
drop has been noticeable to the staff of the Vseterzns of
Foreign Wwars National ilome and is quite clearly breought
out by this studye.

On December 31, 1508, the sverage aga had drcpyped
from 12,0 years in 1646 to 1ll.)l years. Again, as of July
of 195¢, the average ags took ancther drcp frcm ll.l years
at the end of 1955 to 10.5 years. Then, a3 pointsd cut
above, the average age in 1956 again was decreased to 10.4
years of age.

TALBLE 1
AVsiAGs AGS CF CullllaN IN Tiw Vululald CF
POLLIGH wAand LATIOL AL Hlws
Decamoer 31, 193¢, 13946, 1905, 18%Z4

f = e e e e e e _____

Year Average Age in Years
1935 9000000060000 11.8
1946 Q000 OSSO OCOESNONIS 12.0
1655 ceveencecnane 11.1
1956 ....Q....l.... 10.‘

1Figure taxen from Kautional lome statistics.

The sctual comparison realistically describes that
altuough 1936 and 1945 were relatively egual in average age
and total residents of the hational Iiome, in 1¢56 there was
a significant change in that the average age decreased by

arproximately one and a half years end the total number of






cuildren in residenc: insrecsad by «d or «n incrcesug of

1Ced parcents The ycssible reasons Wy thers 1s ¢ vecrsuse
in avaru;e g2 ¢f ci.lldren at the Veteruno of "kcocrelign Wars
kationul Lume will b3 discuesed in mcre detail later in this

chaypter,

L I AR NI .
Aiskrasres &

RO Ay &) LI A X s o A T L T SR Ol A BN JUR I L
lh(.l'J VP Crialiivuly i Wt v,.4¢.u.u."\.hu [V B SN PP PT
e e e PR
L PR 1l‘~& lviuw [ RPN

Laecambar &1, 1¥3C, leab, and 15950

— e —— —, D T R R N R L A L S i S T T t I TSI R SR,
“co Hg;ber rerecent ¢f Totl
1936 19406 1906 1530 1¥4s  1%4a
Undar 1 0o (o} 0 0ed e CeD
1 taroughh S see 4 7 12 2.8 4.9 £.8
4 torouju 6 .., 8 13 25 D5  B.1 14.D

Vi t‘hroug,’ﬂ. *) o e 27 23 43 18.7 1Z.9 2249
15 tarougn 12 ,, 4l 21 43 28,2 R21.6 25,0

13 threoughk 15 ,, 46 40

2
&

317 277 Sed

15 tanUbb 18 .. 1% ko) 13.1 20.8 11.6

[ 3]
O

17 O OVOreecees 0 0 2 9.0 0.0 1.2

Total eessnse 145 144 172 108.0 13060 103.0

Hht tne end of 1vié, there were only four ciiildraa
resldling at the Luticnal iioue wio wure in tie uy® group of
one turough three., In 1946, it ted salmost doublad snc in
1958, tuere wera ten in thils wgs groupe Th® number in 1sdo
waes more than tthree timea as hign as it was in 1920, In

generul tarms, childrun unier seven ccrmjrised €03 jercz2nt of






those residing at the Xational liome in 1536 whereas in 1346

it was 13.8 percent and in 1956 a tctal of £0.3 percent

were within the age range of zero tnrough six. These finde
ings are contrary to the general feellngs within the child
welfare field. 1hat is, the idea that children undsr six

or seven years of age should not be placed in an institution, -
generally spsaking, is the voiced attitude of the chnild welfare
workers. Thess prevalent ideas are based on the assumption
that infants and young children need the prctective personsal
relationshirs of fumily life which are almost imypossible to

1

gst in an institution.™ Tnis is not saying that the institu-

tion cannoct meet the needs of some younger children on a
tewpcrary basis, but that discreticn should be used on the
basis of the neceds of the cnhiild rather tnan the ideas of
superiority of one child care agency agalnst another. The
age factor is well exexplified in the following quotations:

The most importsnt limitation of institutional
cure imposed by age of the children to be admitted
is thut relating to little cnildren. Babies and
children of two and three years should not be
cared for in institations, except us & temporary
measurz and then only if the quality of care given
equals the medical safeguards of a high grade
children's hospital. xnven with the best medical
get-up it is not pcssible for the institution to
give tne 1little child the vital experiencs of
gontinuous loving cere by an 1ndivi%ual to whom
the care of the child fills a need.

lﬁenrietta Gordon, cre. cite., pe 193

2}10w&rd W IIopkirk, ODe cj.to. Pe 9.
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There has been a trend during and after tue var years
toward increasing referrals to institutions of very young
children. Taking this into consideraticn and also the fact
that the Veterans of loreign wWars of tie United Stutes is
totelly composed of service veterans, this increased care of
younger children is not as surrrising as it would ba in a
non-veteran sponsored progranm.

Table 2 points out that this institution handled more
teenage youngsters in proportion to total population in 1936
and 1946 than it did in 1956. In respectivs crder, the
yercentages read 41.3, 43.6, and Z6.l1. Lowever, in 1936
and 1946, there were no children in the age grcup of 19 or
cver, In 1956, services seem to have been extended to
include those in tuls aze group of 19 or over wino had not
yet graduated from high schocl.

lenoth of Stay

In 193¢, the zverage length of stay of those residing
at the lational Lome was £.3 years. lowever, in 1950, the
averags aze drorped seven-tenths of & year to mske the averagse
length of stay 4.3 yearsa. In 1556 there was still ancther
drop of eizht-tenths of a year to bring tne aversga lengtn of
stay to 4.0 in that yesr. This change of nearly a yeur and
a half less in length of stsy is an important change in the

program of the Home.



TABLE 3

AVIRAGE LaNGTH OF STAY OF GiILDiuul
Wil Lurl Tis MATICLAL ECus DURILG
18936, 1946, 1650, 1956

Year Average Length of
Stay in Yezrs

1936 ececesccccse Sed

1946 ececceccccee 5.5

1950 .0 iiiecnnns 4.8

1956 ccecccccene 4.0

lTaxen from National Home statisties.

Total number of children leaving the Kational Eome
during these sample years was quite different. In'1936.
19 children left care for various reasons, whichh will be
described later. Cf these, none had been in cure under one
year. Only seven wers unaer four years in length of stey,
whereas in the comparative year of 1556, the entire average
was 4.0 years. however, in 1536, tiiere were no children wno
left tl.e Liome whose avera_e length of stay exceeded 12 plus
years. This was not true in the other comparative years.

The year'of 1246 showed 16 as the total number of
children released. Table 4 shows tnat seven cf the 16 were
in care less than four years. Going a little further 12 of
the 16 were released after being in czre less thun seven
yvears. Thess ficures indicate that children's length of

stay had decreased cver the year 1936 but one-fourth of the



children were in cire for mora than sevenh yeurs aild cne
crild had Lesn in curs for at laest 1L yearae.

In 1u0c, &7 ohilaran were raleszgsga frea the Liatlonal
liomes aAltuough eight of tiiese were in res.derice for nure

than seven yeuro, 1lv werea in cwur9d fer less thoun asavoen yeurse.

Tk

gL aee . N R - « . -
hdsania aid W? vl Wl Ulldae i ded hdewa J.-»b-..r..-l.-"u.) (OF |
N ! ,y - M [ CY H S
Forlaldi wevio dinadvinas fivies
oo [N o o
1o diiieas Coblaudidva Tonnd

O # —————n 1 R = dean e - & . Py 1o > o

Years 1836 1949 13i6

Uncer 1 ceececes 0 < 12

1 torouchh & eeee 7 s 5

4 through € eeee 4 5 ]

7 tarcugh 9 eeee 7 1 4

13 turcagn 12 eee 1 2 <
13 tirougic 13 eee C > <
15 threugn 138 eee 9 1 0
19 OX CVEr eveonses o 0 0
Total 19 1o <7

Cf tnese, 1< wera in cure forxr loas than & yeur.
Title 5 brauis dcecwn the relexses intce age at time of wumrisaion
as related to length of stuy.

Tiieas Tiyureos sa2n to have treuwsndous sigaificince.

Of tte 15 in cure fer leas thi.m 8evaIn ye«urs, nina were uncsr



seven years of age at admittance. Six of these lines were
in temporary care for less than two years. Four of the

children, or 44 percent were in residence lsss than a year.
However, there were still three children wno were aduittied
under seven years of age who were in residence for 10 years

or more.

TABLE 5

AGi AT ADWISSIOR AS KxLATUD TO LEJAGTH OF STaY OF Calllald
ATl Thls VSTLLAKS OF FOnulus WALRS LOWw,y DuCuwucwR 31, 1906

Age in
Years at Length of Stay in Years
Admission
Under 12 or
One 1 2 3=-5 6-8 9-11 Over
Under 1 1l 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 through 2 covece 2 0 0 0 0] 0 0
3 through ‘ LI A Y ) 1 2 0 0 0 1 l
5 through 8 .eccee $ 1 o© 0 0] 1l 1l
9 through 12,ccc00 1 0 1 1l 5 0 0
13 through lG.eeeee 2 0 1 0 0 0 0
Total 12 3 2 1l 5 2 2

These holdover3 from the past do not represent current
practice. In 1955, 27 children were released from care. In
this year, 17 of these children represented less than 19 years
of care which would have dropped the average length of stoy to

approximately one year. Eight of the remainingz ten childrsn
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accounted for eprreximately tioree-fourtns of tie yeura of

care given in tuls ;roup. That is, ei_nt cnildren represznted
78 years of care cut of & totul of 103 ysurs of cire.s These
children who had besn acceptsd for jermanaiut care, ware
rearpcn3itle for raising the wverwars length of stsy to th

reint wiere it does nout represent currsat pructice. Jurrent
jractice mcrs clearly rejpresenta standarii reconoenced by
present cay ctild welfxzre yractices.

This tread towurd temyorury curs of tus younger cuild
i8 responsitle for the c¢rop in averags lengts of stuye. Tuds
helps to explain woy more younger cnildren were in residence
in 1956, (See Table £) auny of the 7.3 psrcent of the oulldren

et wers witnin the .3 rungs of birtn tarou,h 8ix yeurs
r:ceived texnporary cure. 7ihis is cirectly rel:zted tc tne
philoscjtry of child welfare practice uhicn wiviusuy that if &
¢hilld under six is yluced in an institution, be siculd be
maintained in the inetitution only until perianent plans or

plans fcr foster cure ors mude.d

wrsitility Sejulirsmants

T

Prior to 1352, all ciildren were wuunitted tc tus iloue
under the first ellglbijity catescry wioere the fatler was
either deceaced or totally cioabled. In 10ldu, four cf the
childran who wera dicchizr,'ed were acceptad for care on a

temrorary buails cnly as tuelr futhier wus net a fall jledged

1Peruuna1 letier aritien by Henrietta Gorucn to the
writer on April 1¢, 1592, ©See appendix J.



mesber of tie Veterzas of Torelagn wurs.e Tha cther 13 that
were discrargsd in that year ware all wizittad undsr elizibility
catsgcry}number one, waers the cnild's futer wus cecaucsd
or totally disatled., J1h.e ma.e w»as trus cf tue 14 cuildren
discharzed in 1vdu, Lthe dischargs fi ures for 1%00 were
quite differant. In that yewr, 1D ciildren were adxitted
uncéer catszcry numbar one. C(na ci:ild was elizitle under
cutegory nurber two, suera his notiiier was a forzign sarvics
veateran, Nine childreon Jalnsd acaittanes tarousu eciztsgory
number thres, in whicn the c¢nild's mothz2r had dieé ang tre
fattier wis unu®la to accept the financizl reapcnsibility of
t-e child., 4lso, admiszion dafcrratica was not availalle on

two cuilidren weo left the ilieme in 1.08,.
Talias 6

.n...Iul“l.u'”'I v.& va.I.n..I:L—.‘L" e Au... v‘a...w»«u
\;l ¢v -..a&uu Weraiid .\ﬁ&lut A A;w....q

oo U Lol llon «Cy 1918

- E B R

Circuamsetsncas Lamuer of Farcent
Chilaren of Gotul

Fatuer €ocousedececccee €5 YY)
mother c.ece.x.‘sed....... 33 cled
Futuer disal 3186 esccses 0 17.3
wother out of

}ict‘lieoooooooooo.o 20 11.6
Total or;hsma......... <0 1106

Total 173 122,

Sources Tubvle rrerared by VeFouw. Lome,



As a compurison with the three selected years,
Table €é breaks down the numver of children at the ilome as
of October R3, 1956, into the circumstances of eligzibility.
These weras the latast figures availauble. As would bs expected,
because of tha elizibility priorities, mors children were |
eligible for admittance to the Zome on the grounds that the
fatner waa deceased.t This group, comprised of €5 of the
total 173, consisted of 37.6 percsnt of the totzl number of
children at the Home on this date, 1Ttese children would be
elizible under catagory number one. 7Thoss wno were sadmitted
where tne father was disubled would also be classified in
eligibility catezcry rumber ons. Of tnis group, there were
30 or 17.3 percent of those residing at the lome at that
tims. Also included ian cat:zory number one would be ths
ocnildren wno were total orrhiaas, beiag eliglble oa the grounds
of the mother's or father's dsatu. Fosslbly some of these
children would also be eligivle uncer categories two, thres,
and four, if certain conditions existed as described 1n the
eligibility requiremeants. There were twenty children who
wers considered as total oryrhansj a classifiocution that
comprised 11.6 percent of the total. Actuzlly, conzidering
the father deceas=d, futhier disabled and total orphans, those
eligivle for category number one includes 115 of the 173 who

resided at the Eome on this date. This group 1s 66.5 percent

of the total population. The other 33.5 percent would be






distrivuted among the other eligibllitsr categories., These
figureas were not brcken down further, s2 it would be impossitle
to determine the number or percentazz thaot would fit the other
individuel categories,

Table 7 breakxs down, by yeurs, the circumstunces at
discharga, that is, under what conditions the chiléren were
released from the Lome,

There doesn't seem to be a significont difference in
any of the years, with ®"to care of parents® being the major

reasorn or cirecumstince at discharge in all three yeaurs.

TASLE 7
IZASOLS FOX RELuASS OF CHILDILN FROW
Tii VuILHRAUS OF FORIIGN WahG NAUIORAL HOL

Ihi 1936, 1946, 1956

Reason for Leslsass 19233 13496 1956
To care of parents ceecee 11 9 13
Uredaated eceeeeccccscsccse 5 2 3
To 8ervice® cecececccccsccne C 1 3
To care of rolatives cess 1 ) 4
llarried 000 ecevsnccsoesoe be) i 1l
Dec2a388 eecesscccccccsce 0 0 3
Information not avallabls 2 0 0
Total 19 16 <7

Since many of the reasons, such as graduated, to
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service, and so on, are quite self-exj;lanatory, the writer
found it necessary oanly to dslve cdeeper whan the reasons
for the discharge were "to care of parents® or "to cara of
relatives". Informution for all tires years waus abocut the
same although in 156, "unable to determine® was msxked for
only two of tre cases, wheress in 1936 and 1¢4¢, it was five
and nine res,ectlively.

In 1956, there were scventeen children thut were
released either to the care of parents or relastives. Thesa
are broken dcwn as followss

(1) Older sister tookx over surprort - 1 child.

(2) xother remurried - 3 children.

(3) Sponsoring Veterans of Foreign Wwers Post and
friends helped errange for a job and syartment
after the mother and citildren had resided at
the Home a short time - 4 children (two families).

(4) Step-father remarried and tock over the
care of tie child.- 1 child.

(£) Decision by the Board that the family was
ineligible = referred to Catholic Fauily Szrvice
Agency - 3 children.

(¢) kother and father reunited - 3 children.

(7) Unable to determine « 2 children.

The sbove reasona do not bring to the fcreground any

mentiocn of Social Security or increaszd veterans benefits.



Perhaps these benefits werc mada availsble for the two
families that were helped by the spcnsoring post or for
the one child whose sister took over his cure. “Whether
this wes true, tue writer was unzble to determine either
by use of ths casse record or by interviewa with staff
members.

In 1936, there wers 14 residents ého ware relezsed
during the year to their parents cr relatives. The reascns
didn't seem to indicate any significant cdifference from tnose
in 1556 There were two children wno left and the mother
began receiving wothers Aid. Three caildren were released
when their father remarried and four cuildren were released,
after being in temporary care, when their father received
some type of bonus. It wu3 not determinsd whnether the
bonus was service connected or not. The findings fcr 1926
also indicated trhat tnere were five children released during
the yeur where no information was available. The writer
was un.ble to determine ihiat ensbled the parents to rsmove
tne cnildren at tuis time when they previously were unable
to care for them.

kegults for the year 1946 were very similar to the
other sample years. Of the sixteen releases, twelve were
raleased to a parent or relative. In one case, the mothler
secured employment and started receiving Social Security

benefits for the cnild. In another instance, an clder



sister was «btle to cure for the onilde « mother's remarriage
enabled two children to return to their puarent and, liks the

other years, tne writsr was un:tle to detarmine wnut im)roved
econcmic conditions wers to weaerrunt tie release c¢f nias

youngsters, or if 1t was a matter of im;rcvemcat.




ClLAPTLR

SUMART ALD ILPLICATICHS

The purpose of this study is to cetzrmine whether
the average age and average length of stuy of chkildren at
the Veterans of Fforeign Wars MNaticnal iome has changed and
t0 evaluate the findingzs.

The Lypothesis assumsd that the average ags and
length of stsy 1n the Home had decreased due to increased
Scciel Security sand vateran's bencfits.

In evaluating the data, it was found that from 1545
to 1956, the average &ge had dropped from 12.0 years to
17.4 years, a decrease over & year and a half. This was not
a sudéen drop a8 the year 1955 had an average aue of 1l.1
FSATrSe

There was evidence that the averauge length of stay
kad alco decreaussd. In 1945, the length of stay averuged
5,5 yeurs, whereas in 1950 it was 4.8 yeurs. It agazin
dropped in 156 to 4.0 years. 1nerefore, average length
of stay decrecased by elmoust a year end a half,

In ths 1956 sample group mcre younzer chilcdren were
in care than ian the other sample yesrs. In the former

group, cars was extenldsd tc inclucde those beyona their eighteenth



birthday who had not yet graduated from high school.

Again in 1956, a large number of the children
discnarged wers in care for less tusn one year. Wuen tuils
was broxen down to age in years at sdmission, it was dis-
covered that all but two of the eight children who wers
admitted wnen they wers four or under were in teaporary
care.

The data ulso revealed that thare was a chunge in
elizibility requirezents wnicn was partly responaible for
tr.e pepulation increase in 1556 to 172, wnereas in 1%%6 and
1948, the population wzs 144 and 145, resgectively. ihis
increase was also partially due to increased housing facilities.

when brewxing down reascns for release, the data
showed tnat in all sample years, "to cars of parents" was
the most frequent reason at dischargs. Therefore, it could
not be demcnstrated that increased availability of Socisal
Security or veteran's benefits influenced the nuwmbaer cof
parents who were’&blo to care for their children in their
own homse.

In relation to tais, the writer attemjted to brezk
down tuis informztion further to find cut wny the purent
was zble to assume rezponsibility for the care of the ckild
at his release and was unzble to at the time of the child's
admission. As this information was not available in ths

casa records, the writer was unable to determins whether



incraazed Social Security or veteran's benefits encbled
more parents or relatives to resort to temporary care only,
thua accounting for tua reducesd age and len,th of stay.

In comparing Tible 4 and Table €, it bzucomes
aepparent that the lioma attempted to give only shert time
care to the very young child. This is in agresement with
current thinking and current literature to a certain degree.
The current attitude is that no children under aix, and
aven under eignt, snould be placed in an institution.
nowever, tne feeling seewms to be thalt if a very younz child
ie rlaced in an institution, it should definitsly be oan a
temporary basis.

It would aprear that the staflf at the llome does
recognize the difficulties invclved in accepting ths
younzer chlld for care. length of stay cf the cunildrexn
indicates a continuings tirend in the dirzction of good child
welfare practices but witnout more infcormztion tra writer
was unable to furtiier analyze this. levertheless, the data
do28 point out that a few cases of children being in cure
for 13 and 15 ,ears has raised tne averags length of stay to
a point where it dces not realisticslly represent current
rractice. iiclcovers froun former practice of lcng tims cure
include eight children wno represent 73 yeuro of care out
of & total of 1C3 yeara rerrssented by the study group of

1356,



4)

Without more information on the intwuie process, it
wasd impossible t¢ tell how the staff justified the cars of
children for periods beyond two yeurs. Perhaps the evulua-
tions wers made, but there wus no indicotion in the casse
records of the basis on wnich this woes dons.

The writer was unzble to tell wihether cr nct Social
Security or veteran's benzfits was responuible for the
chan;¢ ia average age and saverage length of stay. hLowever,
this study seems to imjly that there hes been a change in
pailosophy of intike.s The data that was anslyzed for the
yeur of 1936 seems to point this out, as thers is a notice-
able change - decrease in average ags and average length of
stay.

The writsr fesels tnat another study would bLe needed
in order to draew mcre definite conclusions concerning intske
procedures and planning at discharge c¢f children. Perhaps
anotler study could be focised on contacting these who were
disciiarged to dstermine whether or not Sociul Security
and veteran's benefits were factors in the increasing tendency
to ask for more temporary care at the Home. In tnis study
tha use of case records and pérsonal interviews did not

revssl tnis informuation.
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APPENDIX A

ELIGIBILITY OF CHILDREN TO
V.F.W. NATIONAL HOME

Eaton Rapids, Michigan

Children shall be eligible to admittance to the Home, provided they meet all the physical and mental stand-
:ds of the Home, in the following categories:—

IRST, A child of a father who is dead or totally disabled and who, at the time of death or commencement of total
isability, and continuously throughout the twelve month period prior thereto had been, a member in good stand-
ig of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States; provided however, that in the case of either death or
tal disability which results from external accident the aforesaid requirement of twelve-month continuous
iembership may be waived if the father was such member in good standing at the time of the accident.

ECOND, A child of a mother who had foreign service—as prescribed in the eligibility requirements of the Vet-
rans of Foreign Wars-of the United States—in the armed forces of the United States and who at the time of her
eath or commencement of total disability was, and continuously throughout the twelve-month period prior there-
y had been, a member in good standing of the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
tates; provided however, that a child shall be eligible under this category only if the father shall be dead, totally
isabled, or otherwise unable properly to support such child and if such father, if able, shall contribute regularly
ythe Home an appropriate amount—as determined by the Board of Trustees or Management Committee—to-
ard the care and upbringing of the child; the Home may refuse to retain—and may deliver to the father or
roper authority—the child (or children) if such contributions are not regularly and punctually paid and main-
iined. '

HIRD, A child whose mother has died and the following conditions are fulfilled:

(a) the father was at the time of the mother’s death, and continuously throughout the twelve-month pe-
riod prior thereto, a member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

(b) the father is unable properly to support such child.

(c) to the extent the father is able, he shall contribute regularly an appropriate amount—as determined
by the Board of Trustees or Management Committee—toward the care and upbringing of the child;
the Home may refuse to retain—and deliver to the father or other proper authority—the child (or
children) if such contributions are not regularly and punctually paid and maintained.

OURTH, A child of a man or woman who is a foreign service veteran, who fulfills all the following conditions:
(a) who is engaged in—or has had—campaign service in the armed forces of the United States; and
(b) who dies or becomes totally disabled while serving in the armed forces of the United States; and

(c) at the time of the foreign service veteran’s death or commencement of total disability, the veteran’s
father is a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States or the veteran’s mother is
a member of the Ladies Auxiliary thereto.

If the death or total disability is that of the mother, the child shall not be eligible if, and so long as, its father
1all be alive provided that if the father shall be totally disabled or unable to properly support such child, the
ild may be accepted as eligible and the father shall make regular contributions to the Home—in the amount de-
rmined to be appropriate by the Board of Trustees or Management Committee; the Home may refuse to retain
-and may deliver to the father or proper authority,—the child (or children) if such contributions are not regu-
rly and punctually paid.

Preference shall be given to eligible children in the numerical order of categories above listed; consequently
| periods of shortage of facilities at the Home children eligible under the first category shall first be accepted,
1en those under the second, etc.

E3p-1
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APTLuDIX B

April 16, 1957

kre Albert korris

School of Social work
hictigan State University
Last Lansing, Alcuigan

Dear kr. korris:

This 18 in reply to your inquiry about &ge snd duration of
stay of chilcdren in institutions. A3 you know, the league
has been advocating that no child under six yezrs of age
and preferubly none under eight, should be cared for in an |
institution, and this is the trend in the countrye.

It has been our position that between two and turee yeazrs is
about the maximum length of time during which institutional
care 1s helpful to children. In our surveys &nd consultations
we advise sn &gency that if a cnild tas besn in an institution
for two years, the situation shculd ve reviewed in crder to
maxa sure that the institation has the kind of servic¢e the
cnild needs, and that there are valid reasons for his stuy
being prolonged beyond two ysars. If a cnild has bveea in
institutional care for three years and isa not yet ready for
soma olther sservice, thuere i3 good resason to guestion wuetner
the inatituticnal program is able to give the chiild the care
and treastmeat h2 needs.

To be suare, tuere sre exceptions to every rule. &axception,
of course, would be based on the fact that thers lhas been

an evaluation of the progress tuat a child is making, and
good reason to feel not only that he has made progress but
that he will continue to besnzfit, if he needs to stay longer.

In Karch 1954 the Children's Bursau of Liemphis reported in
CriliD WiLFAliz on "The helationship Fetween Casework Service
and Discharge rPlans for cChildrene." Keporting on 73 cohildren
of 43 families, it was shcwn that the median length cof atay
was 13.4 montins. Thirty-five were in boardini care for less
than one year. Fifty-two were in boarding care for less
than two years., Six of the ei_ ht cnildren in care for four
years or more had originally bteen accepted for care until
they were grown. By intensiva casework, tne length of stay
was shortened. Of the 73 children, €4 showed improvenientg
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nina did note lifty-saven cof tue children, members of 3
families, were discuarged to parents or relativesj 45 of them
w3r3d dlschargsd to pareatss wlsven citlldrea wersd movad into
adoption, and five children required continued commnity
support.

I hopya taal you will find this helgpful.
Sincerely,
(£rs.) lenrietta L. Gordon
Director of Information and

Publications

IL3sT



ATFLLTIX C
SCLLDULE

Birthdates : mlizivility Category

Date of Admission

Date of Lischeargs

Circumstances at Dischargses

l. To cure of parents________ If to oare of parents,or

‘ relatives, explain;
2. Graduated

3. To Service

4, Deceasad

5 To Lelatives

6. Married

7. Other (specify)

8¢ Inforwmation not avallable_
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APPLLDIX D

April 4, 1957

Child welfars lLeague of America
345 LKast 46th Street
New York 17, N. Y.

Gentlenens

I am writing my research project on a study of the change i
average ags and duration of stay of children at the Veterans
of Forelgn Wars National Home for Children, Xaton Rapids,
Michigane. I have searched the literature carefully, and
while I find considerable material on the change in use of
institutions for child care over the years, no referencs is
made to its effect on the age ¢of children in institutions
or the duration of their stay in institution care. I had
originally hoped to relate my fincings to other plans of
child care such as soclal security benefits and veteran's
child care programs.

Does the Child Welfare League of America have any published
material or unpublished data which would relate to the age

and duration of stay of ohildren in institutional care today?
To changes in age and duration of stay? 1Is there any informa-
tion concerning the relationship of these faotors and other
non=institutional programs of child care?

I would appreciate very much any information which you can
give me or to which you can diresct me bearing on this subject.

Very truly yours,

Albert Mbrria
Graduate Student
School of Social VWork



xiw- R

DL ICI TSI



43

I3 3D SO REAAS ¢

Gordon, Henrletta L. Caszwork Services For Children, DBostons
Loughton WLifflin Company, 195¢, 433 ppe.

Hagan, Helen R The Institution As a Cazework Agsncy, New Yorks
Child Welfare ieague of sjuerica, 1554, 20 pDe.

"Foster Care For Childrem," Scecisl Workx Yezrbook, 19%4, pp.225-
232, nussel Kurtz, wditor, wasnington D.C., american
Association of Social Workers, American EookeStratford
Press, Inc., 452 pp.

0

Hirschbach, krnest. "A Changingz Direction for Children's
Institutions,® Child welfure, XXVIII (Marcn, 1349),12-16.

Hopkirk, Howard We Institations Servinz Children, New Yorks
Fussel Sage JFoundation, 1lvdd, <44 pp.

Lowrie, Norman V. "Some Thcughts on ths Purchase of Private
Institutional Cars by Public Agencies,® Child Welfare,
XXXIII (iay, 1954), 3=7.

*he Childrens Institutions,® in The Sgcial Welfere Forum, 19954,
New Yorks Columbia University Press, 1304, ppe. 131l=140.

kayer, aorris ¥., and Scher, Bernard. Institutional Service To
Childran, New Yorks Child Welfare ieugue of America,
1209, 85 PP

KcGovern, Cecelia. Services to Children in Institutions, Kational
Conference of Catholic Charities, washington DU.C.s
Ransdell, Inc., 1943, 452 pp.

Pyles, iMary Lols. Institutions For Child Care and Treatment,
New Yorks <Child welfare iLeague of america, 1947, Z8 pp.

Spitz, Rene A. “Anaclitic Depression,® in The Psychcanalytig
Study of the Cnild, Vol. 2, &dited by Amnna kreud and
others, hew Yorks International Universities Press, Inc.,
1947, ppe. 313=341.

"lospitalism,® in The Psychoanalytic Study of the Child, Vol. 1,
zdited by Anna Freud and others, New Yorks International
Universities Preass, Inc., 1945, ppe 53-74.

*fielevancy of Direct Infant Development,® in Ths Psychoanalytie
Study of the Child, Vol. 5, Ldited by anna rreud and
others, hew Yorks International Universities Press, Inc.,
1950, ppe. 66=73.




47

Etrouy, Herbert H. Sceclal Work -« An Intrcduction to the Field,
New Yorks American Fock Ccmpany, 1940, G99 L[pe

Veterans of Foreign %“ars of the United States, Your V.¥.W,
ot Gl"ﬂl ALUI‘I& 29 1947 .




MICHIGAN STATE UNIV. LIBRARIES

i

1293007964053



