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Tiae role ol ihwe wcanle end flle Cfaruer has @ll tut been
1znoved in the popular hicvories ol azviculcural clgcontenc,
licet ctudies gince Vorld Var I thal concentrate on Liciiary-

llagenicn, the Grange, the Furui-Labor pariy, e b

=]
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iulers ' Union
and the American Mawm Sureau reveal waat the leaderes ol thoce
croups wanted. Gince tnoge lecaderg ifvequentl) were politicien
and profecsiocnal organizers and wealtny congcrvative farners
at begt they supprecced Jrace rroots gentinent wnen 10 interiered
with the goals of the natlional organizaiion. Thus, tnis ciuady
grew out cof an awarences tnat tne general rawvner organizations
and movernents ulid not &lwaye accuretely rceflect prass 1'000S
preferences.

Now the chief deuslre of tne farmer l1gc Lo be paid a price
for hig product that cover:s hig cost-of-productlion. The metiod
to achleve that [oal Gilffered witnh each national woveuent. o
cxample, the Farmecre! Unicn callcd ror joveirnienv—esciablilciicd
minimum prices withoul resard  to proauciioa.  The Faral DSureau

at the came tine clawoved Lor parity paymnents and ured conuvirols
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In the pericd betwcen Jho end of World wor I and ciie crach cobf

1929, farimerc Gia nol chiiarce itnc cawe prescperliy cingoped by

tusinecse anc labor.

By 1921, the rfaraers, who nud alreudy cullfered & Gecacde

. )

ol cCepression, grew Cilrcea of proanlcscs ol ascligtance tnat never

[0

gcemed to materialize, Concequently grage roovg upsisings

anon’ farmers occui'red taroulilout tne naclon. I have desglznated
Lrnoge uprisingcs wnetael curixe, cpontaiieous rebellion, holding
actlion, or colleciive barsaining Lo ke cxauplec of directl
actlon by Tariers intent upon Lmproving tie priceg recceilved Tou
thelr procuction.

Thils paper talies eaciy lncident &nd analyzes (he causes
of that particular type ol dlrect action, 1ltg nature, &nd ltc
succecses and fallurres. The incidents studled ave: The [lawil

holiday in tne [ilddle Vlegt; the dairy Tarner ctrliles in Wigcconsin,

4

Illinois, and liew Yorlk; tne piroratlon ccnene ana Acsociated
Farmer obverations in Califcirnia; the tobacco faimcr protescte;
and the 19062 ljaclonal Farmer Owrgenization nolding action.

This study 1s an aiteapt to cynthezize and interpret the
gmall boay of printed .aeterial which concerns twentietlh-century
aGirect actlion by larices. Slince very little scholarly work
11as veen cone on JGircct actlon thlig gurudy rests primarily on

accountes in the popular prezo. The lew Yori Times and cuch

perioalcals ac the kow Lcpucllic, Lalion, lHew Oucloolr, Duginecs
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Weelo, aind Litevary Diocao were eopnccially
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vooeiul.

The majer Ulncing ol Ciile cludy g chial larvaers nowaally

ceell Lo achleve thelr J0ale wiindn lhe fraune work of owvuinary

legislative and jualelal procecdain o,  Ghere nave becen timeo,

nowever, wien econuiilce aiusvrecs in cunpinution witin clowneos
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on thie part of busincceg, lavor, ana
frelr »nlight that farwers were ciiriced Lo ¢lvect wcililon in its
varioug formeg to cave theacelvee from Lupenaing baasuptey.
Anotiner Tinding wao tioc Glrece cellon wen ceveral battlec
.
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in the war Lo el chie Joverinhiciut Lo recoliiize tne armers
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plishi. They include AAA Jor Lhe natlon's ajriculture,
licensing of wilkk c¢calcre 1n Cnlcago, zcatigiactory contractes
for lew Yoi Gairy Jaiacie, a provatlion cceienle in Colifomia,

anag a code forr tovacco. ilevertaelecs, vicltory, in tie rora
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of coct-olf-piroauctlionguac cenied the faraer ana thug proved
that dGirect cction, &= wuciy, withouco aceguate pircducoicn

controls is bouud to Le cn exercliese In futility.
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Introductioun

Traditionally the need fcr business regulation, cheap
currency, and tax relief has been viewecd as the ciief motiva-
ticn for agrarian protest which generally took the form of
farmer participation in politics. Decause of wide interest in
agrarian protests there is a large body cf literature that is
concerned with the sociacl, political, and economic forces that
placed the farmer in an untenable economic relationship with
his urban cousin in the post VWorld Viar I period and then again
in the depression era. Little can be added to the work of Solon
J. Buck, John D. iliicks, Orville [I. w«ile, VWesley licCune or
Edward Wiest on general agrarian protests and specific farmer
organizations.

The purpose of this study is to fill in a major gap in
the literature of agricultursl discontent. That gap exists
because in most studies the farmers' overt actions have been mere
footnotes in the broader study of agricultural organizations,
economic distress, and political protests. Thus this study
differs from previous studies of agrarian protest in that it
focuses attention on direct action by farmers to acliieve costs
of production plus a vrofit. Ly direct action I mean farm strike,
holding action, or collective bargaining. In other words,
rank and file rebellion against normal marketing circumstances
shere a farmer takes his produce to market and accepts

whatever price the processor is willing to pay. There
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are nuinerous examples of efforts by farmers to set prices
on thelr own products but since those efforts were ghort-
lived and left no enduring resulis most writers have chosen
to ignore them,

Excellent examples of direct action to iaprove farm
income occurred auring the depressilon ana New Deal years,
Despilite the short period of time, tnere is an adequate sample
for study because ol the breadth of the occurrences. This
paper will reveal the attitudes, deuands, and actions of
farmers as they spontaneously conductea the Farm Strike in
Iowa and dairy strikes in New York, Cnicago, and Wisconsin.
The operations of the Assoclated Farmers of California and the
Burley tobacco growers will also be reviewed. A final
chapter will allow the author to review the brief history

of the more recent Nationmal Farmers Organizatilon in the

1i

light of the earlier "actions" as it seeks the goal of a
& &

¢

more equitable chare ol the consumerts dollar for the farmer.

Assuredly, all farmer organizations from the Grange to
the American Farm Bureau have sought to increase the farmer's
income through favorable legislation by state and national
governments. Nevertheless, the thesis of this paper is that,
while political protest was the tool of the leaders of the
major agricultural organizations, the rank and file farmers
preferred direct economic action in the market place to force
prices to advance. Thus, direct action had 1ts basis in ranx
and file farmer demands for relief from maladjustments in

the economy. Normally direct action is uncongenial to farmers



—— —— ———— — — N ———8———— . —— — ——— — — — e —— — — — —



(W

4

and incidents of it have not always been nmarked by violence.
ilore often tney have been murikked by demnands for state and
federal legislative actlon; attempts at cooperative buying
and selling; and on occagion direct political action., Only
when those elforts have ailed will the f{armers taikke up
direct action in substantial nuupers fcr chort periods of
time. PFurther, only the high tides 1in farmer discontent have
been marked by revolts ana rebellion, and direct action
groups nave constituted only the left wing of a more stable
and consistent farmer's movement which over the years has

tried to adjust to a changlng price and market econony.






Chapter I

The MldGle West Farmers Teke a "floliday"

The Cedar County Couw War

By the fall of 1931 farmers {throughout the nation were
restive. The nationwlde depression had causea [arm prices
to fall below the level of the entire previous aecade,
Significantly, in the twenties, those prices had been inuch
lower in relation to the prices of comaocdities purchased by
farmers than had been the case prior to World War I. The
relationcship of prices received by farmers to the prices of
conmmodities purchased by farmers is expressed in terms of
perity. The index number of 100 is assigned to the period
August 1909-July 1914 because of the relative equality of
purcnasing power of rfarmer and urban aweller, In 1920
parity stood at 205; in 1925 it dropped to 147; by 1930
it stood at 117. In 1931 parity plummneted to 57 (See Table
I).

Actual prices received by farmers reveal how incomes
had declined without considering short crops because of
drought. Corn that brought §$.97 per bushel in 1923 brought
only $.53 in 1931, During the same period the price of wheat
per bushel had fallen from $l.54 to $.06. Choice steers had
fallen from.$14.48 per hundred to $8.75. Hogs dropped from

$9.86 per hundred to $6.64 (See Table II). To put it another

m
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way, in terms of prices received compared to prices paid the

farmers, by 1931, were receiving only 88 per cent of their 1510~

1614 prices but yet were paying 132 per cent of the 1910-
1914 prices for commecdities they needed (Sce Tavle III).

The farm depression thus was in its thirteentn year
whereas the industrial depression was only tiiree years old.
Kestiveness, due to the ills besetting agriculture, gave
rise to direct action in the forn of farm strikes.

The Iowa farmers were the first to strike and the so-
called Cedar County Cow Var was tne first stage. It grew out
of farmer reaction to a compulsory testing program for tuber-
culosis in cows and reached its climax in September of 1971.
The program had been in operation on a voluntary basis since
1926 but was made compulsory in 1929. DBy the spring of 1931
the farmers had begun to question the validity of the tests
as well as the integrity of those who administered then.

The farmers generally believed that they were not
adequately ccmpensated for the condeumned animals. They also
failed to understand that carcasses could be good for canned
beef but not for milk. Thus they suffered a loss on a capital
investment as well as a loss of future income based on milk
production. There were other reasons for their objections.
They disliked having infected aniwnals branded with T.D.
narkings and the entire farm quarantineda. Thelr loudest
argunent was that the injection system of testing failed to

identify the worst infected and branded healthy cattlel as

1Hew York Times, April 19, September 23, 1921.




Tatle I Parity of rarm Pricec 19z0-19552

Average Farm Prices Aucust 1909-July 1914 = 100

(Year) (Parity) (Year) (Parity)
1920 202 1527 121
1921 110 1923 159
1922 124 1529 150
1923 125 1920 117
1924 154 19-1 o0
1925 147 1932 57
1926 136

Source: Statistical Abguract of the United States, LV 1933,

p. (9.

Table II Averagze Conmwodily Prices &t Chicagjo 1323-18352

1923-1925 1927 1923 1929 1920 1931 19Z2

Corn (bu.) L9h L3 .97 W94 82 .53 0,31
Wheat (bu.) 1.40 1.37 1l.54 1.30 .98 .66 .5

Steers (cwi.) 10.09  12.C3 14,48 13.49 11.02 8.75 T.79
fogs Ecwt.g 9.53 10.60 39.30 10.C6 9.93 6.4 4,11
Milk (cwt. 3.00 2.97 2.73 2.95 2.92 2.77 2.13

Source: Statictical Avctract of the United Stetes, LV, 1933,

P.202,
Tacle III Index of Prices Paid to Prices Received
1910-1959
Period Pirices Received Pirices Paid
1910-1914 100 100
1915-1919 161 151
1920-1924 151 172
1925-1929 147 1538
1930-1934 ‘ 83 1=2
1955-1939 106 129

Source: Yecar Book of Agricultural, 1940, p. 337,
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should they dccide to batile the troops.”

w0

Open rebellion occurred on October 12, near new London,
Iowa as Iowa Hational Guarasaen arrived to disperse 150
farmer's who had gatherec at the C,L. ricKinnon farm to protest
the tests., DBrigadier General Parx A. ['indley ordered a cetail
of 20 men Lo advance on the protestors with vayonets drawn.
They were baciked by a machine gun squad who in turn were
supported by 250 more soldiers. As the Guardsaen advanced,
Ronald Hart, age 20, scofiea at then and was arrested. With
the arrest of Mixke Hennesesey and llenry Connor, the ring-
leaders, the rebellion cppearec to be crusned. Hert, however,
had been placed in tne New London jail. Five hundired men
assemnbled and shortly msrched on the Jjail, broxke the jail
lock and cell bars, and fireed Hart. Soldiers arrived to
disperse the fariers and onlookers bui no atteipt was made
to recover Harty leanwhile, at Tipton, where Conncr arnd
Hennescsey had been talien a mob converged on the Jjall end
compelled theilr release._

A showdewn was lumminent at Burlington in Des lMolnes
County by the evening ol Cclober 22, Twenly-five hundred men,
woilen, and children had gatnered at the {arm of Jacob zmveriman
to resist the tests. IMycstleriously the crowd began to disperse,

That resistance there would involve other than open rebellion

L . , X ~ a-
"Wew Y_vrk Times, Scpieaber 22, 23, 1931.

Slew York Times, October 13, 1921,




was prokable kecauce tine arrival ol twenty compenies of
Guardsmen had had a quieting elfect on the towncpeople and

c
farmers throughcut tiie counly. The next action tooux place
at the Frank Boecdling farm near Wezt Point on Noveauker 3, Two
sheriffs and three vetcrinarians were driven off by a mob

-

and other mis 516-“

O’)

of 200 protesting faruers hurling clo

Sheriff [cess thereupon sald that he would ack Governor Turner

to transfer Lkalional Guardecimen into Lee County Irom Des livlnes
Cuunty.7 The center of c<lsturbance, interestingly enouga,

was only 15 miles trou West Brancin, thne birtn place of

President Hoover who haa once said that the good cltizen had

no choice as to what law he shall obcey and what he shall not.3
The rebelling faruers were not typical of the vast majoriiy

of farmers., The Cecdar County farmers viewed themselves as

fighting arbitracy confiscatlion of their property at a tine

when the majority oif the faruers in the lllddle West and even

two thirds of the farwmers in Cedar Ccunty flor that matter

were convinced that the tecsts were relieble, that bovine

tuberculosis could be transmitted to humans and finally that

the tests were in the iaterests of the farmer. The tests

were 1n the interest of the farmer because the packers preferred

to buy from inspected and accredited areas and tnoce areas

already accredited enjoyed a premium price,

Protests apgeinst the tests occurred in other states as well,

Y

New Yorx Tinesg, October 23, 1931,

New York Times, November &4, 1931.

O N Oy

liew York Tinec, April 19,1531,




Hebraska and Colorado were anony thew. ilere however, the
chief arguanent was over how rwch the farmers should receive
in coumpensation f{ron the state., I.. thoce zstales the legls-

latures still hacd not acted but it was expected that reim-

bursement would not exceed (50 for a reglstered animal and

3o

925 for a grade animal.9 The resulte of the Cow War were
not unlike what could be expected. The law enforcement
agencles won becaucge of superlor forcesz bul the Farumercs'
Protective Association was nol completely through. C.L.
FicKinnon, Vice President, and J.W. Lenken, President, of
the acsociation, on wnose farmes most of the violence took
place, announced that thelr organization would denand the
impeachilent ol Governor Dan Turner should he continue to
ignore petitions for the repeal of the testing law. Liven-
tually held constitulilonal by the Iowa Supreme Counrt, the
United States Supremne Court declined to review the law.
riost ol the objectors to the testing piograan by late Noveaber
passively subimltted and the war was over.

The outbreak wae sgignificant because 1t indicated the
temper of certain arcas floundering in a depression with no
sign of relief. The tuberculin testis were not the main issue.
The agitation over thea sgimply set off resentments that had
accunulated in thirteen years of farm depression. The outbreak

proved hostility of sowe fairmers to encroaching governnents,

9New York Times, August 23, 1951,
10

vew York Tines, November 22, 19351,







colleges, and other cenitrelized aencles &l o Clie of (alling
prices, lLiore important, the Ceccar Counity Cuw War ned ceivedad
ag a proving grouna for dirccet ection. It gave the Iowa
farmers nope that they coula co for thencelves wnat the
governnent would not do. All that remaliied was {or some one
to gelze upon thig resentiuent, foraulate a program, and win

for the [laruser hils cosies ol procuctiocn,.

The Farm Strike

by

The "rarners holcay" wes the second ciale oI cirect
action in the pilddle Wecl. [M1lo Rreno wes the leacer; farm
strike, holding action, or "holidey" in uarieting was the
program; costs of productilon plus a profit for tine faruer
was the goal.

The Parmia [Holiday Assoclation was born on ey 5, 1932
when three thnousand farwers asseubled &t thie Iowa State Fair
Grounds to deterialne a naane for the movenent and elect s
precident. Milo RRenho, wno iad teen precicent of the Iowa
Farmers' Unlon since 1520, weas elected., It was fitting that
the office chould go to colorful dynamic Reno. Reno had
been a farmer himeself and now was a politicilan who understood
the farmer and was quelifieda to speak for him. In his youtih
he had a reputetion for belnyg & fiddler, uancer, crinker, anda
vooer of ladies.l de could e expectea to bring the forceflulnecc
of his personality and fervency of hig gpiric to bear on the
proolens of the farmers. ile ownea hiz own fara tut also nad

llFred Alvert Snannon, Amncrican Fernezs!' [lovements
(Princeton, 1357), p.Cu.
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nacde a career of reprecenting tne laruer.

With labor on strixe, businesces holding gocde fron
nmar<ets to lncreage pricesg, sna banks calling for a holiday
in the face of a run, Reno cought Lo win satislaction for
the férmer by applying the tactllics of big business, labor,
and banxks to farm problems. The Fara Holiday Association
proposed, in keno's woras to, "fix a fair valuation on farm
procducteg, based on producticn cosgts, and to relfuse to deliver
until those piices were conceded.”12

The origin of the noliday concept is interestving becauce
it accountes in part foir the attitude of the farmers., The
Ferners' Holiday area correcponded roughly Lo the area cf
bank holidays. This included the areas currounding Cueha,
Sioux City, and Deg lMoineg., DSanrik fallures were severe and
moratoria on bank deposite and witnarawals were an aggravating

factor since many of the faiuers had neavy mortgages and

-
~

were dellinquent in taxes.l“
Banks nad adopted the holiday device Lo protect them-

selves from frightened depositors. The mayors 1n each town

were persuaded to cloge all buciness houses for a week or

ten day period. This extra-lezal dev.ce perilited bankers

to get depositors to promise to leave tnelr deposits in for

a period of some montlis and to wittvdraw only epecified small

amounts. The Farm Holiday people urged farmers to join for
12»7 X R xr 7 Q PR, 5 QT o 8
Nation, CXXXV (September T, 1932), 203,

13Business Wleek, September 7, 1922, O.
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thie reacon and even conservative faimers Lixed the prospect

of the bankers squiraing Tor a chan¢c.lﬁ Significantly, the
National loliday Acgoclatlon iepresenited the tLenent and
neavily indebted feruer ac c¢oalnst the land owning farner wno
had emall deuts that uld not cause any pariicular worry.lS
The Fairm Holiday Acsocclatlicn was the product of a Gissident
group in the Permers!' unioinn. Wnile wost of the local units
of the Assoclatlion were organized under the wllitant Farmers!
Union, the two groups ¢ia nol merge because ol cdlvergent neede.,
The Irarmers' Unlon wac tica to proaucers'! ana conswiers'!
cooperatives, fThe prarm l{clidsy Associatlon wag not 1n bugilness
and owned no property. Its purpose [for existence wags to gtop

evictions and foreclosures and stage strikes. Az late esg 1324

the parent organizacion céne close to deploring tine strike

L)

as & weapon. The [araerg were not duub peons. fThey were
businesgsmen who nad joined cooperactives Lo make noney. 'They

caw little reason to allow the cooperatives to corie under
criticism by connectliyy thewm witin the protest movenent. The
farmers were capitalisls—opprecsed and Glspossegeed capitallste

at best—who vere ctill doainated by the individuallst businecs-

/7

man's psycholo;‘y.lU At tThe came Ulue the members of the

Azsociaticon apparently caw no inconsistency 1in comvlning for
purposes of striking aad enforcing an embar;o or in adopting

the tactics of militant labor unionsz. Indeed, the names of the

lLiNew republic, LXXII (Auguct 31, 1932), 67-68.

15New York Tilames, larch 19, 1933,

16

ation, CXL (January 23, 1935), 105-100C.
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loc2l unite wiilca Lihcluced Couniclle ol Ocl'cnie, vace Lojal
Cuoder oif Plciiecvero, «i:a ciie reacin Sceveaty=0lxers hardly
. R e 1

nave the ving ol conceirvallou, 7

)

The repreccinivallives to Lhe [

1y

giwuers ' convenvion at the
Jair Grounds voled on gy 4 for a nolida, suppl,ing the citilec
and called for the zction to clowvt on Jul, L. iiciio, novevew
preferred Lo walt {ci Con_rces Lo act, e @pusrenitly
reco_nized that tile farm clriie wWag @ nupcelceoe ecolicaale Gevice,
There le no cvidence taat lieno (unlilic Oren Lee Staley

of the LFO, Chapter V) Lelieved Lhat the (oliday

Adzscoclation could force & vermanent price lncircace., 'lie

mariceC viags too favoralle Lo Luyers for a celler's ctrike to
13

succead. Reno cavigloned Jovernieht ent'orcca wmindauwa prices
rezardless ol productlion. oince collecvive Lergalning ©o
ectavlich mininun prilces ¢id not occur to nla, the strike
Lecanme & device Lo get miniaum priceg viaetlier crecd to by
packer and procecsor or cstalliched vy the feceral goverinaent,
The leadership tiwus cncceuraged tine threat of 1its use in
order to get the Taraer on tne tront paze and make Wazhington
conscious of the gravity of tihe faraers' probleis. To the
disappointment of the leadership, argumnents falled, and congress

4 .

adjourned witqvout acting. Tne strike thereupon, wes cet for

[0}

7Nation, CXXXVI (liarch &, 1935

.
1gBasil Rauch, The iictory of the lcw Deal, 19-25-1953,
(liew York, 1949), p. (9.
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nusust 8, 137,12

The Sioux City i1l Procuccrz! [ozoclzolon cteartea the
acilon, It protcctea _cifin
1cht cencss Ly Auuso L1, roraere, turaed plclete,

—

vwere pullins up reilroza tics and cra_o_oing Llence with opliaec

<t

acrogg roaac with ropes Uo clop trainz end trucac. 1iili cenc
were either diluted wich rerroleone or elie cuaped into the
Gltiches, Wi1th the Lallins o creluc enda trucuws the rlow of

livesztocls and wil« Llnco Siloux City wagc ceepped.  fhe clrile

~ 9N 2 - .. B BN P SRR SO T PR =l 21N Loy e T s . . P

cpreaa vo nelghieoring citice, Ly the tencll day ol the forlie,
[ SN -\ E- - P R B S S ) NN RN ] - e 4

Aucust 17, e s, woullr,, and Lutter receipie 1n Sioux City

crniovied a cevere decline, il whicnh nerwelly was trucied 1ato
thie city had &luost ctopped arriving Livegtcocic vececlple

hovever, were alaocct

5]

hoze and cattle Ly 1ail.” Llle surile pracually coread.  Soeraois
of Daxota Ccunty anincunced on lugust 19 that they would Join

the ctrike end prevent procuce end livectoci froa entering

Sioux City {wvom llcirecia. After llctenio, Lo willo nend oneall,

farmers throurshiocut S8outhcact Sculh Daliote aanouncec thelr

ro
}—l

9

intention to stiiite.” Wiille the Woodlury County Sherill and

Y]

—

one hundred debvuties could not cpein tralilic to Siocux City, Ilowa

farmers went to thie @ld ol Ichracien Leriers and nalted siiperens
to Cmnaha.

The strilie Lecane acre violenu which oo Auguct 25, the

)

detion, CXVI (Ley 17, 1933), 54h. Hew Lepunlic, CXXVII,
Ifovember zJ, 1932, cd. Giliert V. Scldces, T..c Yoirs oo cnie Leoeno.
(Coston, 1932Z), p. 204,

T s Ay A n Y
lnes, Luguct 1o, 19-2.

Lew York Ylace, Auguct 1o, 1922,
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slLiaviaLlaaice (/_L«L_L,d oLl el il L L) Lo
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U(A:.« thd A.,L{_Ll(; vz v i el ~..l../C.;EAUL, ‘UL CoUlliCol Lol . ;‘ul'b'_‘,
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Vi EC rloccrs vere jéiled. A alue Ul 5,J00 lauer i uvae cribcr-

oy R s e — e T BN o4 T . o B
1TOSIL uliv€a cerlCG Lo il rciy oin vlie U-Q_L_].. Lo d o otile praconiers

b)
)

viere rcleaced con Laill.,  ‘Lhic cceciloun had lol'c onc wicber Gead

ana fourteci woundca. Cutouisg aleo occeuried 1o ohie caaller
ceiiters of Crocruice aoa Cusning.

Unhavpy withh vne aieploey ol violeice, ifwiio callea a iucce
on the ecvening of Au_usti -1, and oificially called the cirike
Lo an end the next cdeéy Lelfore the actlon nac Larely gotten
into its fourtiii wecdg. Dillo lweno, a professoonal or_anizer of
fa=a aovenents, had coortea the striice with the expeciation
of enlistin. ©the _recat LoGy oi agricullural incercsie in &
peacerlrul Loycoult orf 1us markeis. Witn tie tura Lo violence,
over wnlch he hLad no coiiteol, Aeno haa no cnolce tut to
acclare a suspension. It wag jJuse ae well, The pulllic wae
losing cyupatlay witn @ non-violent pcacelul girike that
inclucdec bLerrlcadeu hlinwa,s, deguvructlon ol propevly, intia-

lcatlon of gingle crivers Ly crowas ol 25 to 200 nen, and toe

n

aunping of milik, crez.a, «na €458, To tne creclit oi tne

farers 16 must te gzia that no one in tine citles facea starvalloin.

dospitels and radilies with Lévleg bad been sggured en uninter-

rupted flow of wilk.

Cther fauctore i'lgurcd in neuno's ceclelcn.  1ne cironily

croanized Des iclnes Cocperative rarikelling Acsoclation refugced

[anis

Tiicnl @lso Lthere was the coallig

4

to gupporl tne il Lluc.auce.,

o0
now Yorl Winoce, Sepleater 4, 1g-2,




i . . PN RN I N . SR SO S . R A KR, [P
Guveonor'e Coilercuee v Do ouelao e L Liou C.LL,J et

N

would proplcc & pro_id.. Lo Lh.eregce prlces for Lera proaucts

ooy
c -

The rawra cirilicc haa wrouvtit oo Cecernlile econonice resullc

anG with the calling ol
i cl e l-rnian a1 S Ay (Y e T S PPN IR T ST S R IO o <
I'ne ctociyards atl Sioux CLty lwdc recclivec 2,200 enimale on
Auzuat 15 in comvaricon with 3,500 the |
cate. Since the girlite lagted conly three weeks and the [low

of produce in gencral was nardly helted no one was Sreatly

(%

the Lruce Tic ireveli guletly suleliccd.

ccar Lclore un tnoe cance

inconveniencea. 1ne conly real accouplisnaent woe the readjusi-

ment of the wholegrzale price of mllil In Sioux City, frca one
dollar per nundrec wel_ ut to one acllar cnd sceventy five

cents, liost farmerc knew that rforce Lo ralilse prices was not
the answer Juct cs carl, attlenpts at lexisglation had [aileaq
ktecause there wasg no atcteapl to reauce production or enforce

=y

i ]
mariteling controls.©

" he ghow of force uld accomplizh one

very ireal thing. It relieved tne farners' feelings to throw

rocks througn windshlelds and taxe other positive stepes no

4. .

matier how futile 1in the attempt to get Lettler prices. While

all quarters anticlipatea thnat the strike would ail il showed

gicnificantly encusi the state of winé of wnat was traditionally

concidered to Le & concervative class., The lariers were ready

after tvelve years of deflation, falling prices, and deprescsion

to employ raalcal meacurez that secemed to Le tne lagt chance
PR N ey e P IR =0
vo cave them from general Lankruptey.

Although the [fara cirike had cotten pulblic notice, thet

23licw York Tinez, Smcenler 1, 1322,

2L

Mew Cutlook, CLXI, Cctober, 1952, 106-19.

25. . -
Jilew Cutlook, LXXII, fuuct 31, 1932, C7

)
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not the chilef goal cf the eirike., Rather, hLeno nad hoped

to educate the Associestion's members and other farmers in
the goals oi the protegt movement. Ly mld November, 1932,
Reno was sayilng that tne assoclatlion had just begun to fight.
In an interview he said,

The time has coile for effective direct action. So far
the holiday movement has keen largely educational in nature.
From now on we will urge our organization to use every means
at its disposal to booust the price of farm procucts until it
at least equals the cost of production. Farm organizations had
been passing beautiful resolutions on tihe plight of the farmer
and condemning Wallstreet barnkers for years ana years., Lost
Iowa farmers would read them, cshake thelr heads sadly, agree
with thiem and forget akout them. It required more then
resolutions on paper to arouse the moral conscience of Iowa.
If Roosevelt makes a misgstep, we wlll fight him just &s hard
as we fought Hoover., This holiday movement just took time
out during the election. We are back in the fight now with
both feet and we will come down harder then ever.20

Were costs of production a legitimate goal? Admittedly
it is nuch more difficult for the farmer than the businessman
to figure accurately his costs of production. Traditionally
the farmer thought in terms of aggregate income and aggregate
expenses., If the former exceeded the latter he was content.
Now that latter had exceeded the former several years in a
row it tecame necessary to define the actual costs of producticn.
The Iowa Fermers' Union figured that the farmer should be
allowed 5 per cent on his real estate investment, 7 per cent
return on his personal property and equipment, and one hundred

dollars a month for his labor. In order to have achieved this

return the average Iowa farm with normal production would have

2ONew York Times, MNovember 16, 1932.




had to have received the following prices in comparisgon to

27

pre-strike prices.

Table IV

Pre-Strike Prices compared to Holiday Demand

Product Prre Strike Price : Goal

corn $ .22 tushel & .92
Oats : .11 bucshel JU49
Hogs 3.85 hundred 11.25
Eces .15 dozen 35
Rutterfat .18 pound .02

Milo Reno denied that these were radicél demands, He
merely gsked that flarmei's who produced the nation'é food receive
in return the costs of production as twenty-five million
hungry people were proof that there was no over production.

The Origin of Direct Action ~

The farmers purchasing power in 1933 when compared to
pre-war prices was revealed in a Bureau of Agricultural Econonics
report issued on August 28 of that year. s of August 15,
that year, prices received were €U per cent of the average for
the pre-war period of 1909-1914, HMeanwhile, as the prices of
his products had fallen, the cost of things he needed were up
as high as 12 per cent over the pre-war level. Using 100 to
represent pre-war prices, the Bureaus index showed the prices
of materials farmers purchased to be 105. Prices for farm
products on the same index were grain, 65; chickersand egEsE,

2TNation, CXXXV (September 7, 1932), 208. New Republic
LXXII, AUgust 31, 1932, 120.
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53; cotton and cotton ceed, €J. The ireport alco indicated
that on the average the farmer received lecs while the consuier
paid more than tiie pre-war price., For example: The average
price paid farmers for wholesale millk waeg $1.39 per hundred on
August 15 compared to yl.79 during the pre-war period. The re-
tail price of milk meanwhile had gone from G.8 cents to 8.3
cents per quart.28

Purchasing pcwer then, or the lack of it, was the farmers!
chief complaint. Indignakly he could point to the increasing
spread between the piricec he received and the prices the
consumer paid. Clearly as far as he was concernied, the middle-
man was taking too large a share of the consumer’s dollar. One
way to rectify this was to strike and force the processor or
packer to raise pricesc.

The origin of the imbalance of purchasing power lay in
the second decade of this century. Ironic circumstances of
war and prosperity generated the surplus commnodities which
since 1922 had prevented the farmer from sharing in the good
things the nation had to offer. In 1916, with war raging in
Burope, the Federal Farm Loan Banks encouraged the farmers
to purchase tractors and fertilizer in order to produce to meet
the demand for American foodstuffs. On entering the war in
1917, prices kept well ehead of production. In 1918 the
government, in order to stimulate production even nore, guarantecd
the farmer two dollars a bushel for his wheat. The efforts of

the government were rewarded., The farmers bought more land,

28New York Times, August 29, 1933.




Mo
O

worked 1t more intensively a:nd acquired more aud newer ecquipment
with the result that agricultural producticn grew steadily.
In 1213 alone, wheat rroduction was increased by two-fifths.

Tne post war preriod was 2ot so kind to the fermer. In
the face of the over-extoended capacity of the fariwer to produce
foreign marikets were lost. One-half of tie world could rnot
afford to buy frowm the Unitod Statec. DZomestic ceunsumption
declined. The loss of foreigjn and douestlic nurzets led to
stockpiles of fcod and fibre and tie terw "farm surplus"
came into use. Imnediately tiie faruer bejan to feel th

v -

effect of his avility to over supply the mariket. On Illay 31,
1920 the governnent rewoved price supports and prices fell.29
Trre farmer's problem caused coimcern in certai: circles.

The Farm Bureau Feceration, founded by the Department of
Asriculture to serve the interests of the government, grew
fearful that a farmu-labvor cowbination mi ht talle over the
state governments in the lilddle Vest and aculieve a radicael
arrangement btetween indusctrial and agricultural workers.
Cut of this fear came tie IFarm Bloc whicn was a small group
of conservative memdvers of cougress wio feigned concern for

z
the farmers' probleuns at election tiue.)o The Farm Eloc did
make one significant achilevement. It passed into law the Carper-
Volstead aAct of 1922. This law exenpted agricultural cooperatives

from prosecution under the anti-trust laws amnd defined the

29Fred Alvert O non, American armer's uovepents
(Princeton, 1957), p. &€5.

50

Ibid., p. &5.



conditions under which they wignt engege in intercstate commerce.,
This was a milestone in that it pul the farm cocoperatives on
equal terms with privacte deale .21

The farmers were &leso beginning to stir. Though
cooperatives struggled valiantly with the farm cost-price
gsqueeze they were able to reduce only clightly the total cocts
of production. The cooperatives could not colve the farumers!
problem because they Called to attacit the problem &t the source.
It truly was a dilemwia, The larmer was unable to control
total productilion of any given cownodity, A surplus crove
prices down. Low prices encouraged the farmer to produce more
in order to achieve & level incone the next year. It was a
vicious cycle and the [armer was 1in dislrese.

The Corn Belt Committee which met May 11 and 12 in 1325
indicated that the farmers had grown tired cof farm relief
conventions dominated by such non farm groups as, bankers,
railroad men, lawyers, ana politicians. The neeling, wnich was
called at the suggestion of Milo Reno of the Iowa Farmers' Union,
met at Des Moines, Iowa under the aegis cf the Natlonal Farmers'
Union., The convention adopted three planks. The first
called for marketing machinery under the control of the farmer
that would include grain terminals. Second, the farmer should
get coste of production fer his crops. Third, an export cor-
poraticn should be created to buy up available surplus 8.32 The

31John D. Hicks, Republicen Ascencdencys: 1921-1933 (New Yérk,
1960), pp. 194-195.

32Theodore Saloutos and John D. Hicks, Agricultural ;
Discontent in the Middle West, 1900-1939. (MadIson, 19%T1), p. 38C.




farmers returned home and the farm crisis grew worse in the

face of national misuuderstz:iding or deliberate wish to igrore
the farmers' plight. COther actions of the government hurt the
farmer even more. Ly retiring three billion dollars in currency
the farmers were forced to repay cheap loans with dear noriey.
The Tordney-licCumber Tarifi of 1222 aad the llawley-3Juoot

Tariff of 19320 whnile aiding industry all but destroyed
agriculture's European umarket.

Two earlier perioas in United States history saw agrarien
rrotest reach mouentous proporticns but that protest differed
in substance frowm the Lolidry movement. The first was the Granger
movenent of the ceventies and eighties when the nation's
ropulation was one-half rural. The second was the Populist
movement in the nineties when the natioan's population was one-
third rural. Both of these nmovements were confined chiefly
to political machinatiouns to achieve political ends which,
it was believed, would lead to economic prosperity for the
farmer. It should zlso be noted that organizations were
founded periodically whese chief purpose was to organize
cooperative benks, elevators, warehouses and retail outlets
in order to cut out the high costs cnarged by middle men.

The Iarmers' Union hac already veen mentioned. Others included
the American Society of Egquity and the American Pool lioverent.

Agrarian protest in tne thirties took another form when
the renk and flile ferumcrs awolle to the recl problews facing
them. They had pown tired of petitioning a deaf govermment for

assistance. The farmers in the past had nade demands, controlled



l
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legislatures, and frightened congrecs but it was not until

1932 that they laid siege to cities and demanded surrender
on peril of star"vn..‘cion.)3 Indeed, lIowa was generally so

peaceful that military tidirss frowm its loamy rlains had
startled the nation. American farmers had a long
resisting unpopular laws but celdom had 1t been recessar
34
to call out troops to enforce them.
On September 9, 1232, a conference of Lid-Vestern Governors

ra

met at the cell of CGovernor Warrenl Greern of South Daliota The

conference had been pnrcmised to Zeno wiuien plcketing activities
of the licliday Association centered attention on agriculture's
plight. 25 It echced the demands of the 1925 Corn Belt Conmittee.
Two hundred and fifty ranlt and file farmers met irn Washinzston
and gave voice to their protest. IFor four years they had

not made costc of producticon yet their taxes in the previous
tern years had been raiced more tnen two hundred and fifty

per cent. The incividual forwmers in their simple straight
forward manner told steories of waste in the midst of want.
Sheep wvhen shipped to marizet did not even bring tle cost

of freight charges. Out c¢f the conference came an apreal

for joint action by the government and financial institutious.

The government should appropriate 00 nillion dollars

in cash for immediate relief. Purchases should be made

Dhation, CLEVII (Lovember 22, 1933), 5:9.
24

septeuwber 25, 1S31.

C"

Lew York Tines,

3SITev Yorx
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K3
o
Q)
w
o

ptember 10, 1¢32.







cirectly from the farmeis, priceg chould te regulated ty &
joint committee of concueres eénd produceres charged with the
responsibllity to recuce prices Lo concunicrs and at the came
fime raise prices for all farm products. The farmers, 1t was
clear, believed that the distributors, pcckeres, and laborers
and rot the concuners were teliing toolarce a share. Tne farmer
was willing and cager to pay a fair price for products of
industry — & price which would ensure every workingman a
cecent living. ile asked in return a price for food high
enourh to ensure a decent living for himcelf, His criticism
was aimed at the mliddleman who preyed on both.

For their part the financial instituticns cculd declare
a cebt holiday on wmortgagces, interests and rente. An appeal
was ealso macde for tne caincellaticn of back farm taxes‘and the
prouniice cof no more evictions. The Rellef Conference demands
were sent to the houce anc senate where they were read cn the
regpective floors., The Quaker farmer, Philip Smith of
Pennsylvania, headed Lhie delegation that piresented the demands
to President Hoover.Bd Precident Hoover listenea politely
and did nothing.
The Penny Sales

In Cctcber when Leno called a halt to the farm strike he
pronised that precsure to get farm relief would continue. By
early 1933 the farm protest had begun to take the form of

interference at tax sales and interruption of foreclosure

*Cliew Lepublic, LXXIII, December 28, 1922, 182. listion,
CXL (January 23, 1935), 104, .
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rrroceedings, lio deflrite rigin is kiown lor the o called
"penny cales" but they are lumportant for several reazons. The
farm strike had been an impercsonal action in whiich unhappy
farmers struck out at the distant packer, piroceceor, and bottler.
Pickel lines that halted (hic moverent of farn piroducits in Iowa
had no effect on prices in Chnlicago ner were any othier cuccecses
immediately evident., Penny cales cn the other hand were more
percsonal. They took place cn the [faiiie ¢f respected neighlkors,
Right under the farmer'c eyec hiec neighbor'c farm and equipment
would be conficcated in a cheriflf's auction. Cut of their
desperaticn and desire to do something came the spontaneous
interference at auctions that sesved the property of nuumerous
farmers,

The penny sales started in Iowa and chortly spread to
Ilinnesota and lichigen and then as far ezst ag Penncgylvania,
They all followed the came pattern. Danks or mortgagse would
start foreclosure proceedings and a judge would order a farm
or perconal property tc be sold to pey the cebt of back taxecs,
Cn the cay cf the cale large groubs of farmers would &appear
and place low kics on equipnent, cattle, cr the farm itself.
Since nooses were displayed 1n proninent positions, bilds
seldom were more than a few centg. I[ost of the sales were
conducted in an atmosphere of a fiesta., The ILadies Aid would
Gispense fried chicuxen, coffee and ple as the bidding went on
and after the cale the property would be returned to the
neightor. Usuvally the subgv}e threat of violence wasg enough

o0

to halt a sale., Vhere cheriff's inesisted con conducting eucticns,

vhere judges incicted on acting on foreclocures, where kidders
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insisted cn biddng at tax gales, viclence could be expected
to break out and it cdid.

Early in January, at Le Mers, Iowa five hundred farners
stormed the court houce, slapped Sherif{f Rippey's face and
hurled him out of the way. heirberl S. lercin had submitted
2 sealed bid fcr the Johin A. Jobnson farm in the cmount of
thirty thousand dollars whichh wes tlhiree thounenc c¢collars less
then the amount of tiie mortgegre held by his ccmpany, a New
York concern. lMertin was selized by the crowd and held until
he wired his company and received rermiscion to 1lncreacgse the
bid.37

" of the

In Bucks County, Penncylvenia the "Paul Keveres'
United Farmers' Proleclive Acsociation drove through the
countryvside one Tuescay mcerning warning the members of a
Sheriff's auction to ke hela at the John lianzel fairm that day.
At ten o'clock when the sheriff arrived over three hundred
farmers liad already kteen assembled. DNooses, horse watering
troughs, and brooder coops with locks were in evidence and
served to intimidate potential bidders. DIDefore the sale was
over Sheriff{ Hcrace Gwinner was forced to accept bids totaling
$1.18 for the personal belongings, stock, househeold goods,
and farm implements owneC by Hanzel, Fifty chickens were bild
in for three cents. Thiee horses sold for five cents each. Nine

head of cattle brougcht twenty five cenls. After the sale the

buyers promptly gave liarnzel a 99 year lease on his fcermer

Q (SRl )
“7Literary Dicest, CXV, January 21, 193Z, >2-23.
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property for cne deollar.-

Crie thousand irete lerners, armeq with exe handles, took
over a farm morigage cale nedr Ithaca, lilchigan on February
€, 1923, The cale cof I

vy laryclf's prereriy had keen crdered

")

wnen he wag unakle to weke poynente on a perconal property

1

rortgage of $o70.00, The irate feimcis manhandled and held
prisoner the bank reprecentative and tnen purchased an automobile
and a cow at 10 and 25 cents recpectively. Governcr William

A. Conmcstock later cenied tiiat he haad ordered the State Police

to stay awad.

That came month another farm mortgagse cale protest took
place in lidchigan's lanistee County. A henckill that had been
circulated in the ccunty ceat urged the feiners and workers
to unite to prevent thelir neightor from teing driven off his
property. It said in part:

"Now is the tiue to act.” For the past three and
a half years we have waited for our macters, who are
recgpongible for the gituetion, to ind a way cut. The
result is starvation in the cities end tax sales and
foreclosures on farmc, While the rich are receiving
billions through the KhrC, the procucers of the nation
ere being driven into slave like concitions such
existed previoug to 177C....0n Friday, Fekruary 2rd, the
property of of ____1is to be sold at a
forced auctlIon &t the court hcuce. 1t is typical of
thouzancds of guch cases throughout the Siate. Cnly the
organized, united action of the working pcople on fsrms
and in the citilesg will put an end to such insenity. The
Farmers Cormittee has called @ protect meeting to step
the above mentioned cale., Come one and all and demcnstrate
vyour protest in a manner tnat cannot be suppressed.

On the degignated day trucks kearing farmers rolled into

?8 20270
Ibido, po .)2 Sl

j91]ew York Timeg, February 9, 1933.




towa Lron all direci lons.  Sioie ot Lthne cidoe ol tie tiruclc

”'\

cac; Jarners or runlzuce Coundy.  We deaend thie hiche to

Live in Cur Cwn lcueo,”" oo "docraere of Livin ciua County.

We Denand a [woratoriuva cn lioricase Woreclosures aud Tax Salez, "
Farmerg ({rom five countics, two hundied and ity 1n all,
sathereda a btlock and a ngll Trom te coure houce, @szcivled,

ana fthen warcuned toward 1c. Tne [fa:waers veaciiec tne coirido

and the leaders vere uc.iered into thne Gaeriii's office for &

conference with local oifllcials, tne nortgzagor, auad tne wortzascc

A half hour later the crowa Clled out Into the court yard to
hear an announce.aeint. A rerreccncatlve of Lhe tfawvicrs resc thne
following reczolution.

Wiicireas: An ettcupt ig velng wece Lo talte away tne
propeciiy ol ovie ol wur nelonvove, turoush tne fore-
clocure of & aworv.ace, wnlch througih no {ault of nic
own, he 18 unetle Lo pay, anag

Waereagss:s Thne poracrl Couwnilttee Tor Action Lelieves
tnat a moratoriwl un ine peayaent of awortpazes, Interect
ana taxeg, bnoulﬂ and .ugt Le lomleclately gsranted, ana
that all farsers anu woriers, cnculd unlte 1n protecting
tneir hones and aecang ¢l 1ilfe, ald

Whereass:s The vepresslion, whicn prcecvents us {rom
meeting our obligations, wag Lrougnt on througn no
fault of ourc, anc

Wnereagc: Cuir reprece
nave falilea to vrote
of 1life;

3Catives in Wacalnzton anu Langing
s acalncc the logs of our iieans

(‘(4
oo
ct
C

Therefore Le it

Regolved: That ve cenand a postponenent of the [ore-
clocure of this property

+“

De ic further

Resolved: That vie, the farnerc and city woriers, unilte
in tne nuvual p rotection of our noies and property, and
tnat we take whalever :means our crecitors ana officiale
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rilake nececcary Lo proiect cuir livesg &nc hcmes.ho
The Sherifl then eimrcunced & thirty cay postponment of
the cale during wnich time the wmcirtgagzce thousht he could
raige $400.00 to neet the intcrect paynents zrnd delinquent
taxes, Lccal reaction wae mixed., It ranged fiom the keliefl
that radical agitatore hacd becn at work emceng the fearmers to
a belief that the f{arricr cotld have paid hacd he wanted too.“l
Cn April 23, 19322 Judge Charles C. Eradley cof Le biars,

4

Iowa was dragged from his berch and ordercd to ziop cigrning

forecleccure crcerc on farme by €00 fariers. When he refused,
he was slapped, put into a truck and taken into the countrycide.
There he was forced tc gel down con his bnees &nd pray for Lle
ferrers. His face and lroucers were cnearca with treneniscicn
greace and cirt. A nccse wag put around his neck and he was
hanged until he lost conccioucness, The farmers thercupon
drove off and left him. That ceme month, 1n anciher county,
1,000 farmers appeared at a cherifl's sale in the fcrenoci.
Ey eerly afternccn the sherifl anncunced the plantiff head
[lﬁ

celled off the csale.

Farm dilscontent as represented by the prenny sales and even
the ferm ctrilte for that metter had ite contredictionc. All
of Iowa was not unaninous in its discontent. The [Misscuril

Valley was hardest hit due to several years of bad harvests,

Even a corn loan program would do little to help those farmers

1
OLouise V. Armstrong, lle Too arc People (Eoston, 1941),
Pp. 39-43

“l1pig,, p.is.

*grablon, CXXXVI (larch 8, 1933), 25L4-255.



CLC vl Walcn Lo oLecure & lodlie dacloer puind
Lo le wace 1lg thot Lae Aproil ricie @_cinct Joreclocurces
occurred prilagrily, L2 clslricu ceceupled o, Leunenc lav.crs.
An Inveclizatlion conuuctica o e Leiional Guard alver tae
glrilics cnowed Lnao Unig e wne aalulancalceca Jucle fracle, verc
actually lenante cnd Lad La@aGo.  Sowe Were iale.  lew wewe

st

'.J.

G

R ce- ST L) PN e e R~ ~ s 4 AN -~ 1 ' .
CEet morva ore. 7 Le lere wag o aol Led ana TitoUu_il LU
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was for lisurreccion il wag nobl ccevally U pical of lowe

T
-

.ip

]

or the ilddle YWestl., IU n&d Lecit one ol Lne ceunters of
gpeculation in 1919y aad 1520, oo ndu Ctu G ool Lhie coul'e houso
Sreps Liading e lendeund tanns nad loancd Daraeis up to
$1,000 o uncecured nolel,  Gnue the violoince weg cue priaciily
1o thoge who were nov aole o fgee Lie dlcappolutuent v,y o clov
moving Weehinglon adalndccraclon,

Cn Lalarice LoC can Le cala theat the lara civlae and
oenny cale actlons GlG have @ raolcal eleuent, IU waz not
however wild-eycu radlcallem chiae coula lesa cu poverinacil
ovinlerchip andg contyol,. Do the conlrcry, 1o wae exXtreanlat acilon
in defenge or prlvace propcrty. Loliher tne Iowa, the icnian,
nor the Peuncylvania farucerc, tecant o owaer, sou_unt to cev
azlde the capltalizst o) stlent,

In protecting the cales e Jarners clearly violated ulie

Pl

lew, I ceivting tneir i-ignes agadingst lejelllies, lejallolics

(=]

=
[68]
C.
[
=}

yielded. ‘1o the Cairaers creGlu, coinclliation waeg Lide

advance 1n aany cegec Lo gcale cenls aown and wicre tnat railed

Mew York Times, Novenier lu, 1953.  Hew Yerw Tlues, Jay [,

N ey

ow Youk Timeg, duy [, 139

Joos

Now Yo woomes, lovenser 1o, 1
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to freely offer grain and market gtock caving cnly wachinery,
chattels, and livestock in crder Lo give the larmers a chance
to start cver. Dlecverihelesc laws were impedcd and the courtg
¢id not void such cales., The penry cales had met with cuccess!
and in later meetings phraces such ag "Justice above the Law,"

1

and "the Right to cave cur Hom gcered to Justify the

efternccen's activ Jt'.i’ Vel there was no wholecale violerce.
Vioclence where 1t Gid cccur, the ceslrucltive phece, Lhe
smasning cof property, wec pretly wmuch cut ¢f the hands cf [Lilo
Reno. It was a matter of temporary anc local incpiration.
The resistence to evictlons, tax sales, and foreclccures carne
frcia the rank and file anG nct the leaders c¢f the naticnal
rr-.cven'zen‘c.L:6
The Secondé Farm Strike

Even as the penny calec took place, keno was busy re-
groupling his forces for a new strike. On January 20, 1933,
Gevernor Clyde ilerring cf Iowe issued & proclamation urging
the hclcers of 1eelty and perconal property nortgages tc re-
frain from foreclosing sayinc, "these concditions are tecoming

uk7

more acute and more aggravated. Cn February 6, Renc

announced that, "A national farm strile in which every state in
the Union will perticipate will be celled unless the incoming

nlt&

administration brings quick relief to the farmer. In orcer

YSistion, CXXXVI (March 8, 1933), 255.

Ac"ew FeouLlwc, LYXIII, Decermber 28, 1932,182, liew Ecrublic
LXXVI, November <9, 1933, €4,

7Iew Yerk Times, Janvary =0,
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to win rank and file csugportc and cpread the movement into

nelghboring states Reno had organized a campaign of slogen

3]

and songs to stir the sentiment of the uncomaitted farrers,
Slogens guch ag, "Ee Fickets cr Pezcarte," "Ly Leretcerium
We kean Debit policday, "l'c wviction for eny Farmer," "By
Cost of Production We liean A Decent Living for Farmers,"
"We Got Our Rack to the Well,” and "On With the Strike"
appeared on bill bcards, berns and sides of farm trucks. A
cample song went:

Come, fellow farmers, cne and all—

We've fed the world throughcut the years

And haven't made our calt.

We've peicd cur taxeg ripght and left

/ithout the least ckbjection.

We've paid them to the government

That gives ug no rrotectiorn,

Let's call a "Farmers" lHolidey

A Holiday lets' hceld.

We'll eat cur wheat and haw TIQ ELHE

and let them eat their gold.“Y

The effect cf the propoced strike cn the Wachingten

C

administretion can ke ceen in the events that followed.’o Sce-
rctary Henry Wellace met with organized farm leaders on larch
10 and together they drew up a plan for the rellef of agriculture
which called for the president to assume dictatorial powers

-

gimilar to those he had requested for dealing with the banking

crisig. The purpece of the proposcd legisletipbn was to glve

1!
Jialoutop, pp. L43-4hlk,

5ONew Ycrk Times, Larch 12, 1932. Caerl T. Schmidt, American
Farmers in Lne World gj}fgj (Pew Yorl 1941), pp. 120- 121.

See also Raymond loley, After Seven &ear: (New York, 1939),
pp. 107-108. Time, XXI Fcoruary 6, 1923, 17.
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the presidentv euthoerity to Lring about a perity of prices

5

tetween agricultural and incustirial commocities bacea cn their
pre-viar relationship. Ui.Cer the propesed legisleticon the

- - ]
I}

ecriristretion weuld i1ccoe Jand I cider e curtalil preduction

and at the same tine fix the price of wheat, corn, cotton, hozg,

51

attle, 8heep, ricc, tclacco, and wdliry produccis.,
The Farmcrs!' [lolicay Acsccilaclien conventlon wetbt tierch 12,
1933 at Dce lelnegs end recolved that, "Ulless we recelve
legislative Justice by lay 3, 13933, we thall Clen prepare for
a marketing elrilic within ten dayx, and @ national farmers!
holiday will be declered end nwintalined." Coples were mailed

to President Rouosevell, Vice Prezident Jounnn Gar_ner, and Lo

all Scnators end Represcentaillveg Alter Lhe convention

r-g

adjourned 35,000 feriers marched on the Iowa State Legiclature
and declared thcir refucel to pay interest, laxcs, or deblc
"until the dollar ic made to cerve as an nhonest necagure of
value.”" Turther thcy cecclared, "Je do not desgire to ceei
redrecss of our wrongs and grievances thiougnh [orce cxcept

as a last recort, but we are free men and we rcfuce to becon=

[
"

the cerfc and claves of the usurer and moncy king.

l[leanwhile, the Scnate Comualttce on Agriculture neld

hearinges cn the propoged bill., In testinony beflore the comaittec

R

Johin A. Simpeon, Precident of the National Forniers' Union caid,

"the biggeet and finezt crop of revolutionsg you ever saw ig

sprouting all over this country rigsht now.'" Edward Asbury O'Wezl

51NGW York Tlicg, lorcin 12, 1933.

l: - - ~ -
J2New Yerk Tines, me@cih 13, 13, 1932,




III, Precident ol the Auerican farm Suresu Federation zaid,

~

"Unless gomething it Gone for tue Aucrican farier we'll have
revolutlion in the countryside in less than twelve monthe "5J
Time concluded an article on agvricultural concditlong saying
"an agrarian revolt is the last thing Precgicdent-elccetl [weosevels
vante on hieg rmde curing his flrest year in the White llouce,
He and his Democratlic azsoclates nave been cudgeling their
braincg to cevisge weys and uecang of heading off cuch an up-
rising before 1t reached the blocd-and-tullets ctage.
Cn Mey 4 Reno held back on calling a sirike vote all day
hoping to get word tiat the administratlon would include the
cost of production anendnent in the pending farm relief bill.
The 1,500 dclegates precent in the convention at Des loines
clained to represent 1,500,000 [armers and cmotion was hizh as
the recult of the martizl lew cituation in the nortq'west part
of the state. The issue was put to the vote and the farmer
delegates from 18 states voted to take a holidcay beginning
May 13. All farm products including eggs, vegetables, and
milk would be held at home.55 On lay 9 Secretary Wallace
appealed to the industrial .8st to cupport the farm bill.
He asserted that the farm bill was a deliberate choice
between the traditional policy of laissez-faire and that of
conscious control of agriculture and was an attempt to strike

and naintain a balance between tihac rural and urban 1life of the

53Time, XXI, February 6, 1933, 17.

541bid., p.17.

55New York Times, ey 9, 1933.

)




country. ile went on to cay thet if nature were allowed to
take 1its courcse the situstlion would eventually be rectified
but only at the cost of "time, suffering and bloodshed."56

On May 12, the day before the strike was to commence,
President Roosevelt signed thie agricultural rellef measure,
That same afternoon the offices of the National Farmers!'
Hollday Association announced the indefinite postponement of
the May 13 strike. It was cone, said Reno, because of the
President's statement urging mortgagors to be lenient issued
at the same time he signed the bill for farm inflation. While
declaring it was the patriotic duty of the farmer to give
the Federal administration an oppcrtunity to redeem pre-
election promises, Reno made it clear that they wereﬁn no way
receding from their fundamental demand foi costs of production.57

Spring turned to summer and all eyes were on agricultural
prices. Of course there could be no real effect untlil the
1933 harvest got under way. Wnen it did Reno was not so sure
that the relief measures were adequate,

On October 19, Reno declared that a new strike would be
necegsary in order to compel the administration to put into
effect an NRA code for agriculture. Such a code was needed
in order to establish minimum prices for basic commodities
sold on the domestic market and to license producers, processors,

and dealers to insure code couipliance and to prevent unfair

56New York Times, May 10, 1933.

5TNew York Times, May 13, 1933.
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uractices.””

The new stril.ne wsc called {or Cctower 21 and, cccordcing vo
Walter Groth of the Minneceota Ascocletlon, would Le elfective
in 24 egtates that repercoenied 2,000,000 faraers. Yhe dircciove
of the egcociation iccued @ clteteaent which sald in part:

Yoo texes oy dlncerest unldlil we nave
areC Lo oulr Janlillies.

We will pey no incescel bearling cGeles unitll we
receive the cogt ol prcduclion.

We acglkteu for

& naclonal oraioriuva Lo prevent
fforcclocures and cGicpocceczione wnlle the acainistration

wasg gpavring oy tine to Liing us rellefl,

But no such moratoriun hac been proclained.

IC is now apparent that 10 thegc houes aire Lo Le saved

we chall nhave To o 1T ourcelvez, end taet

we intend to do. EC

Geverncr Ianscer of lortn Dakolta cecldeda to cupport the
strie and declared an emncar-o on all wneat snipuents on
October 22. He alco orcered all sheriffs to cowpzl elevators
to cease accepting wheat Tor chipment. Althouch the railroad:z
were ready Lo trangport the grain cecplte the eatargo, they
had little for shipment end the wheat trade wag at a gtandstill
s T T = ~lreyd Toar (i Al e DI UO
in North Dakota Ly Cclorer 22,

The 1933 cirilke slance in .aar.ied concrest to the 1952
nolicay In the Clirct place the gcurliiies did niot occur a cecora
tine 1n any one plece. I Sloux City, the center of the 1932
gCrilkke violence, all wagz gquilet the way after the stirile was
declared. The accoclation lcacders tunere clalimed that they

ned not been officislly nollilled of the strike and would novu

55 C , . . e
Clew Yorlt Tluwes, Gelouver 203 lioveuer 2, 1932,

U‘
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Iliew York Tinez, Cctouer 20, 1933,
-0,
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llew York Times, Octcoier 22, 1923, Cetober 2C, 1933,




act until they heard frem Reno.Gl Yconomically the strike
was even less successful., By Cctober 29, grain, milk, prodﬁce,
and livestockWere moving to market in little stintea volune.
The strike extended into six states but pricec were no higher
because of it. Livestock receipts were higher in the first
week of the strike than auring tne preceding week. Rellecting
a seasonal trend egg prices were higner anyway. Governor
Langer's embargo, finally, kept wheat shipments at a standstill
but grain prices still averaged lower.62
The 1933 strike also failed to enlist the support of the
milk producers, The year before they had been engaged in a
battle with the distributors and, in fact, had given the
first impetus to picketing activities. By 1933, however, they
were engaged in negotiations with the distributors under the
AAA code with the assistance of government conciliators. The
last thing they wanted was to have the milk bucket kicked
over Jjust as they were on the brink of reaching a satisfactory
settlement.63
After one week the strike had had no appreciable effect
on the market. The great mass of farmers continued to send
their production to market in the usual quantity and acted as
though they did not know anything about the strike. The strike
also was met rather ccolly because of the distrust of the Reno
organization after the futile attempt of the previous year.

Indeed the Holiday Association encountered some of its most

ol
62

New York Times, October 22, 1933,

New York Times, October 30, 1933.

63New York Times, October 29, 1933.
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serious opposition in itsg own strong'holds In Iowa andg \/.T.I.scon:sin.“bk
Then also there was the malter of President Roosevelt's radio
address in which he called for patience and a period of time
to allow measures already enacted a chance to work. Popular
reaction appeared to be a disposition to go along with the
president's request in view of the fact he had promised to raise
farm prices 1n one way or anotner.

Reno however was not ready to give up. His call for a
code for agriculture ignored, Reno on November 4 ordered the
non-buying, non-selling movement into "full gear" and called
on the leaders in 21 states to urge their units to strike,
Response was widespread. Farmers in lladison, Wisconsin; Birming-
ham, Alabama; Pipestone County, Minnesota; and Oklahoma res-
ponded with votes for strike action.b

Despite the Aszsociation leaders attempts to prevent it
violence did occur. Near Lawton, Iow##freight train was halted
and eight car loads or livestock bound for Sioux City were
turned loose. One picket was killed near Dakota City, Nebraska.
Nails were strewn on highways near Racine, Wisconsin. At Waupun,
Wisconslin two men were arrested for sabotaging cheese at a
factory by pouring kerosene into the vats. Near Meriden, Iowa
an Illinois Central Rail Road bridge was burned.66 Advised of
the turn to violence at Sioux City, Reno at Des Moines s=aid,

"These acts of violence are regrettable. The people have been

6l1piq.

65New York Times, November 5, 1933.

_
S6new York Times, November 6, 1933.
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adnonished to carry on by peaceful picketing in tne strike,

It would perhaps be impossible, however, to prevent actions

of this kind in the present frame of mind of the farmer. It's
easy to counsel respect for law and order by those who are[ﬁotjiﬂ
dire distress. It's quite another matter, however, to the

farmer who sees the earnings and accumulations of a life time
being taken from him and his righteous requests if_:;nor'ed."67

On November 12 as the strike ended its tnird week little
diminution of receipts was noticed at the markets. Outside of
Iowa, Nebraska, and Wisconsin livestock ana dairy receipts were
reported to be normal. I., the three states where the Farmers'
Holiday Association had its greatest strength no serious
shortage of foodstuffs was reported.

That the farm strikes had sped rural relief there can be
little doubt. By November Senator Lynn J. Frazier of North
Dakota could tell the delegates to the National Farmers'

Union convention in Omana that Congress finally realized that
something had to be done to restore the purchasing power of

the farmer. President Roosevelt at the same time pledged himself
anew to raise prices., That same month George N. Peek, Farm
Administrator, announced a corn loan program that would give
farmers one half billion dollars by January. At the same time
the Farm Credit Administration did not wait for the loans to
become effective but started immediately to buy wheat and

dairy products for relief distribution. In addition merchants

in rural communities were exempted from the retail codes tnat

67New York Times, November 7, 1933.
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that had required prices to include cost-plucs-ten per cent.68
The corn loans spelled an end to heno's strike., The
approaching checks were like oil poured upon troubled social
waters, Significantly tne farmers of Le .ars, Iowa, Lhe
strongest backers ol Leno, were tne first to defect. Perhaps
Oluf C. Patterson of Story County, Iowa was typical of most
farmers at this polint. He said, "The 45 per cent corn loan will
be a big help.... Wallace is 100 per cent all right... The Gov-
ernor's trip to Washington aidn't accomplish any gocd. The
government had its own prograu. Why should it be changed
now? It must be carried through and given a chance'.'69 A poll
taken among Iowa farmers in late November showed that farm
strike to improve income had fallen out of favor and that they
were willing to give the New Deal a chance., -Indeed, 72 percent
of the farmers polled expressed approval of President Roosevelt's
efforts while only 14 per cent ctill favored the farnm strike.YO
If the holiday movement had no effect on raising prices,
one thing 1s certain. Advancing farm prices and a decline in
farm foreclosures spelled the end of the association. #nthusiacsn
for the "holiday'" evapcrated as the farmers started to get
twice as much for their wheat and almost as much more for their
corn, hogs, and cattle as they were paid during the heyday of

the ascsociation. In five months, tne New Yoirk Timec reported,
F)

the acsociation had gone from 750,000 members to a thing of the

7 Q
UbLiterary Digest, CXVI,November &, 1933,8. New York Times

November 14, 1933.

CﬁNew York Times, Novewber 17, 18, 1933.

TOlew Republic, LXXVII, November 29, 1933, Ch.




past. In its place wac & IJeeling of hope ana ccnfidence not
seen among the nation's farmers rfor ten years.Yl

In conclucion it can ke cela tuaat the rarm clrike was not
a readical revolution. Wiiile the fa:mers denied that their

actions could ke terned "revolution" or "enarchy," tie non-

participating by-ctandeis were not inclined to be dicturbed by
the fariiers' actions. They gaw not & Red revolution or an
orzanized movement to cefriuu credltore tut raticr a cceeperate
effort to precerve Lhc exicling property ccatus from veing
wreclied. They dcplored the nethod wnlle sympathlzing with the
purpose.72 Certainly, the Soviel governaent proclemation to
her pcople that the revolulion ol the A.erican proletariat had

2
begun and the enda of the capitalicstic governaent was at hand7J
was preaature to say the lecst,

It can alco be saild Lhat tie _eneral respect for law
reaained nioh cdegplite tae cow tecting war, farm slrikes, nishwey
picketing, and inteirlerence with tex and mortrace foreclosure
sales, The peocoplec of wostl comaunities knew of them only as
somethinz which nappened couiewhere else., The irreverence
for law in thoce casgec was viewed &g no wmore alaraing than the
widecspread conteinpt for Veolsteadiem. What the farmers wanted wac

a moratorium on cebts until a time when they could pay. The

interference at cales was an emergoncy methou o Cealing with an

Tlyew York Times, July 2, 1935.

T2y vork Tliueeg, Fcbiuary 12, 1933.
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Wew Cutlook, CXLI, Octcber 1932, 10.
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pven ¢z [ilo deno woe procding the fariere ol Icva,
Nebraziza, South Dakcola, and [dnunezote liivo action; tace celry
faruecrs of Wisconcin, Illiroic, and New York aed laxen notlce
ancg egilmultaneously ctlilice cceeurrcd 1n tivge ctates., Striles
among the dairy faracrs in taoce gtales 118G a cpeclal cignifi-
cance, Whereas, the early Cerm clrlke conducted by the ilcliday
Azcsoclation and the peonny cgles occurrced out 1nn the ciclant
Great Plains eand for Liwe wocl pzri «id not alfect the large
centers of urban dwcllerc, the calry ctrikeg which followed
threcatened to caivy the pralirie flre of protect into the labour
camp of the large citliec. Inuecc, 1t was only a uatter of mmontic
before the bily citiez of Chidlca_ o, il.lwauxee, licw Yori, and
Philadelphia began to fcel the full effcct of a strike auong

producers of millk,

Azide fromn the radlcal iuaplications, the dairy striecs

.

neant the halting ol distribution of winat was congciderea to be
the moet vital of food products. The prospect of an end to

the gupply of wllk for any period of time struck fear into the
heartc of city hcalth officialc ac well as nothers of cnall
cnildren. There wac alco the Tact that in cwinging over to
direct action as a wmcanc to achieve their ends Lhie cairy fawuers
nheld an important pocition in the nation's econony. ilx, the

-

most important a_ riculturel product, furiilshcd ocne fourtih of



the total farm incoiic.

In espite of dietary end nallongl econociilce congicerations
v

I succecs when contrasted

C

CGalry ctrikes held crest proualce

V]

wltn strikes

(3}

long non-periciiable connavdlily prroducers,
First, procecgers would ol be able to lkeep a lairge surplus
on hand for uze 1n an cxtended ctrike. IZecauce of 1ls perich-
ability, milk supplicc ordinarily would te exhaucsted in three
or four gdays. Second, unliltec non-perighavle commodities, milk
could not easily be gpirited into a struck city. It had to
move in refrigerated iall cars and tank trucks which were
easily detected and cavotaged. Third, anc mott Important
from the gtandpoint of strixking for improved prices, when the
gatrikes were halted there would not be a huge backlogz of mlili
held in storage ready to glut the market and drive prices down
even farther.
The Wisconesin Cocperatvive iilk Pool Strike

The dailry farmers in the bMilwaukee milk shed were the
first to strike. On February 8, 1933 the directors of the
Wiscongin Cooperative Milk Pool announced that they had en-
powered the organization's president, Walter 1. Singler, a
farmer from Shiocton, to cect the date for a strike. "We will
not try to starve the cities., We have the milk and it is for

sale, But for once it 1s for sale at our price,h

galid Singler.
That price, which was established by the Cooperative, was to
be 40 cents per pound of butterfat cr $l.40 per 100 pounds of
milk testing 2.5 per cent butterfat regardless of the use to

which the milk would be put. This was 1in contrast to prices of

€0 cents to $1.00 per nundred 1t had been receiving depending



cn whether the milx went to the bottler or other procecsing
plan&.l
The strike, whicn was enforcec by surly plckets, cpread
rapidly throughout Dod_ e County. In the vicinity of New
London, the action of the plckets was direct and positive,
There a group of pickets nalted James Wells with a load of
milk he had tried to disgulcse with sacks of corn. The milk
was dumped as the Chief ol Police fought ceveral of the strikers.
That same day, February 18, to the south of the city, Milton
Puksan was dragged {rom his car and beaten when he tried to
break through a barrier in order to clear the way for a truck.
By the end of the day it was estimaited that half of Dodge
County's cheese factories, condenseries, creameries, and
receiving stations were closed.2
leanwhile, tension in the Milwaukee milk shed during mid-
February had led the Wisconsin legislature to pacs restrictive
legislation and orders went out to sheriffs to aid strike
breakers in crossing lines. On February 19, the same Milton
Puksan, mentioned earlier, reached New London with a load of
milk guarded by six car loads of special deputy sheriffs.,
The same day,however, nine truck loads of milk totaling 25,000
pounds were spilled near ianawa in Waupaca County. DMeanwhile,

Borden announced that the the condensery receipts were

drastically cut from the normal 90,000 pounds of milk received

1New York Times, Fcbruary 9, 1933.

2New York Times, February 19, 1933.
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cdaily. AT this point, Singler sought to extend the strike
into Michlgan and succeeded in getting tne farmers of the
Upper Peninsula county of [Menociinee to agree to cupport the
Wisconsin Cooperative [Ililk Pool in its strike by halting
shipments to the Milwaukee area.4
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