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Roger H. Marz

This research was designed as a pllot study to supply
information on the problem of naticnsl political party mass
communication policy in the United States. It is based on a

content analysis of the Democretic Digest, a magazine pub-

lished by the Democratic National Committese. The universe
of analysis 1s the first elghteen 1lssues, from August 1853
to Janusry 1955,

The analysis includes data on the types of artlicles
which appeared in the magaezine, the sources from which it
drew 1ts information, the indivicduels whom i1t stressed, and
the political issues which it emphasized.

It was found that the Democratic Digest was largely com=-

posed of materisl which originated with the magazine, thus
suggesting the conclusion that i1t was not primarily a digest
at all. There were sharp divergencies between those sources
from which articles were drawn and those whilch were quoted
in other articles. The former llst was dominated by news-
papers of essentially regional character, while the latter
more closely resembled the national "prestige" press. On
individuals and 1issues, Republicans and Repubiican stands
were emphasized over Democrats and Democratic positions.
This work slso includes an evaluation of content enaly-
sis as a research technique, a criticism of the code used 1n

the study, and a provisional statement of the theory of

i1
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national party mass communicsetion policy for which the re-
search was designed.

For those who may be 1lnterested in specific findings,
in each of the anaslysis chapters (chapters III, IV, V, and
VI) the relevant section of the code is included in the
chapter, together with a discussion of the coding technique.
A complete reproduction of the code may be found in the

appendix.,
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Chaptzr I
ILTRCDUCTICN

In the field of political science there sre many
elternative subjects of study. Liks most of the other
socizl sciences, it 1s an area of specieslization which lacks
a compelling, explicit organization of its subjsct mztter.
oince there 1s no ocmnicompetent theory now extant wvhich per-
rmits the individual resceercner to structure his invectiga-
tions in 1ts 11zht, each separate study must bs justified by
eppesls to principles of relevance which might secem vague 1if
they wers used iIn those areas of scilentific endesvor which
ere at a higher level of theoretical orgznization.

Although no encompacsing thecry of politicsl scicnce
exists gt the present, the interests and sctivities of poli-
ticel scientists do centzr eround a corxzon set of problems.
The investigatlve end speculative activities of politicsl
scientlists ars generally rclested in scme way to the behsv-
lors and functions of formal governments. Thils might be
called the ultimete referent of the fileld, but certzinly
mzany speciflic investigations zre conducted on tcriecs which
ere not cdirectly related to the operztions of formal govern-
rcents. In the area of scministrative benevier, for exazile,

a pgcliticel scientist might well wish to stucy sone privete
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bureaucracy, though his eventual aim would be to build theo-
ries relating to gll bureaucratic orgsnizations. Similarly,
a student interested in the general area of political beha-
vior might find it fruitful to study the internal politics

of a soclial or economic organization such ss & labor union,
hoping to find regularities of behavior in that smaller arena
which might eventually be applied to the public at large.

The research described in this thesls combines two
fields which have often been of interest to political science,
the areas of political party behavior and of the press.
Political partles are obviously a part of the governing bro-
cess In the United States as well as in most of those coun-
tries of the world which maintaln some pretense of democreatic
institutions., It seems just as obvious that they are not an
essential part of the governing process, since the inception
of politicael parties may be placed historically at a point
in time considerably later than that of formel governments,
end since political partles do not exist in some countries

even at the present time.

‘The Press snd Mass Comrunications
The press, and mass communicetions generally, are of in-
terest to the political scientist for a number of reasons.
Except in those sreas of the world where habit alone 1s the
organlizing force which keeps the socliety operating, the mass

communication medla are the channels through which many of
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the activities of the government are made known to the peo-
ple; they also serve as a mechanism by which "feedback"
tekes place so that the government cen be apprised of the
effects of 1ts actions on the populace. =Zven in those
countries where the press 1s not directly controlled by the
government, 1t 1s generally assumed to have some effect on
the conduct of government. In the Unlted States, for exam-
rle, some researchers have conducted studies on the assump-
tion that the wey in which newspapers hendle information on
political subjects, particularly during election campaigns,
is 1ikely to have an effect on the behavior of the voters in
elections.1

This research goes to another, though related, topilc,
the uses which parties themselves maske of the press in order
to organlze both their own membership and the electorate at
large. Eefore describing exactly what this study attempted,
however, 1t seems worthwhile to consider some of the other
theories of the relationship between the political partles
and the press. Unfortunately, most of these theories derlve
from Eurcpean experience, and there seems to be an essential
difference between the purposes and methods of organizétion

of most Europesn political parties and the major partles 1n

1 LeRoy C. Ferguson and Ralph H. Smuckler, Politics In
The Press, East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan State College
Governmental Lesearch Bureesu, 1954.
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America. This 1s at least a generally accepted interpreta-
tion of the difference between American and Europesn parties
which may be found in any of the standard texts on political
parties.2
Europeen Experience

Lenin, for example, writing from his revolutionary ex-
perience, has developed his concept of the relationship of
the press and political 1ife most completely, and this con-
cept 1s the gulding principle of the press in at least one
entire nation, Sovliet Kusslia. The entire press structure 1is
bullt around his statement that, "A newspaper is not only a
collective propagandist and collective agitator, but a col-
lective organizer."3 When this statement 1s transported to
America it loses much of 1its relevance, for both perties,
and the press as well, are the creatures of the bourgeolsie
and are not particularly interssted in egitating, propagan-
dizing, or organizing the soclety in the sense in which
Lenin uses these terms. Rather, they are competing for poli-
tical office within the exlisting soclzl framewcrke.

Another leading EZEuropean thinker on thls question of thne

party press 1s Robert Michels. 'iritinz about the democrztic

2For exemple, D. D. McKeen, Party end Pressure Folitics,
Cembridge: The ERiverside Fress, 1¢4S,

S Lenin, Collected viorzs, (IV) 1, 114, quoted in Alex
Inkxeles, Fubllic Opirniocn in Zoviet Russiz, Camdbridge: Hervard
University rress, 1951, p. 136.
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parties of the early twentieth century, Michels tried to de-
monstrate that the 1ldeology of these perties as democratic
movements representing the rank and file was not and could
not be an actual description of the organizetion of these
parties. He esserted that, as a matter of fact, these par-
ties were Just as oligarchical as any other organized group.
His thesis of the 1nevitabllity of leadership control is
accepted as part of the frame of refsrence of this thesis,
but hls statements of the role of the leaders in controlling
the press are felt to be of more relevance to European ex-
périence than to the United States. He says, for example,
"In all cases the press remeins in the hands of the leaders
and 1s never controlled by the rank and file." Also,
"Speaking broadly it mey be sald thet 1t is the paid leaders
who decide all the political questions which have to do wilth

the press."4 Untll the Democratic Ligest came upon the

scene in 1953 there was no party press for the leaders of a
major national political party to control. It 1is, of course,
possible that the establishment of a party newspaper 1is =&
-step towards the rationalizetion and bureaucratization of the
party which might lead to the extension of Michels' generall-
zations to the United States. At the present time, however,

1t is not felt that Michels' genesralizations are likely to

4 Robert Michels, Political Parties, (Translated by E.
end C. Paul), Glencoe, Illinocis: The Free Press, 1949, p.
135.
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prove to be productive sources for a description of wheat is

felt to be an essentially new phenomenon in Americen politics.

American Experience

Lest the statement that the Democratic Tigest 1s an

essentlally new phenomenon in American politics seem too
broad, let us briefly examine the historical background of
the Americen political press. Certainly there has slways
been an intimate connectlion betwsen the press of the United
States and partisan politiecs. It seems probable that no
political party in this country has ever been completely
without 1its partisan supporting newspapers, and, of course,
the classification of newspapers into "Republican,"™ "Demo-
cratlce™ and "Independent™ goes on now in the same way that
pepers were called "Democratic" or "Federalist" in the éarly
days of the republic. Vhen it is sa2id that the Democratic
Digest 1s an essentlally new phernomenon, obviously this does
not mean that no partisan press exlsted before the founding

of the Democrgtic Digest. What is meant 1s, as far as can

be determined, no major national political perty has overtly
supported a regular publication as an official party organ.
That is to say, s party has never been the direct publisher
of such an organ.

As we trace the present political alignment back to the
Civil VWar and the comlng to power of the Republican perty in

1860, we find no reference to any national political party
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newspapers or megazires in tiis stenderd polliticsl scisnce
gscurces on the history of goliticel parties. Turning to
another source vwe find no refercence to a party preses since
the C1lvil “ar, but extensive mzterlsl on the connection be-
tween political parties and the press from the Federalist
Feriod up to that cete.® If the Fedsralists and Anti-Feder-
allsts are conslderec political parties, certeinly Ths

Gszette of the Uniltecd 3t=t=2s and The li2tional Gezette were

closely assccleted with them, since the former was set up et
the behest of Hamilton snd the lutter founded with the help
of Hadi§on end Jefferson.6 Hamilton was evicdently well
aware of the uses of a politlczl nress, for he also helged

found the llew York “vening Fost in 1801.'7

Ancther newspeper with a long and close connection with

the group in power was the iaticnzl Intellizencer, which

served as printer to Congress and as the crgan of the Fresi-
dent till Jsckscn's administration.8 At thet time the

United Stotes Telezraph took over the government's patronzge

untll 1830 when the ashington Globs wss founded. Beth these

papers vwere supporters of Jackson and the stzaff of the latter

© Frank Luther sott, Americzn Journzalism, lew Ycrk:
The iecuillsan Company, 1947.

6

Ibid, pp. 122-123.
T Ibid, p. 184.
8 Ibid, p. 178.
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formed Jackson's famous "Kitchen Cabinet." The Globe kept

this posltion through Van Buren's administration.9

Even in
this period of close relations between certaln news organs
and particulaer political parties, however, the parties them-
selves were never the overt publishers. Just prior to the
Civil Viar, both the abolitionists and secessionists wers
spurred on, and in some cases led by the press, but neither
of these movements could properly be called a political party.
Historically, and even at the present time, minor partiss

have directly supported news organs and magazines. Examples

for the present day are such publications as The Dally Worker,

The Industrisl Worker, The Socialist Call, and Fourth Inter-

national, published by the Communists, I.W.W., Socialists, and
Trotskylites respectively. Historical examples may be found in
numerous works on minor partiles in the United States.lo This
may probably be explalned on two grounds. First, the minor
partlies seem more llkely to be ideologlically oriented than the
major ones, and second, they are less likely to have the sup-

port of the exlisting press.

° 1Ibid, p. 180.

10 Among these are Nathan Fine, Labor and Farmer Partles
in the United States, New York: Rand School for Social
Science, 1928; W. Parrel Overdyke, The Know-Nothing Party in
the South, Baton Rouge, Louisliana: Louislana State Univer-
sity Press, 1950; and William Du Bose Sheldon, Popullsm in the
0ld Dominion, Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University
Press, 1935.




The Democratic Digest

It is therefore a prilor assumption of this thesis, and
indeed part of its Justification, that as far as modern poli-

tical experlience 1s concerned the Democrstic Digest is a new

factor on the political scene. As such, information asbout
1ts sources, makeup, esnd the individuals and political

issues which 1t attends to is presumed to be of interest to
the profession. For the author, the Digest was concelved as
a source whose enalysis might produce information which could
be used to form a theory of netional party mass communication
policy in the United States. The technique of content analy-
sls 1s used as a method whereby rellable data can be produced
for this purpose. This content analysis is based on the

first eightesn 1ssues of the Democratic Digest, from August

1953 through January 1955. This 1s a pocket-slized magazine
published by the national committes of the Democratic Party.
This magezine was chosen for seversl reasons, no one of
which 1s concelved of as being particularly dominant over the
others. In spite of their order of presentation, they may
therefore be considered as being of equlvalent importance.

First, by studylng the Democratic Digest, one problem

was avolded which faces any political sclentist who attempts

Ca
Fo @r €N

a content analysis of a particular organ of mass-communica-

tion. Thils 1s the problem of defining what sections of the
t

symbolic data are political and are therefore ﬁg‘bé Ebded.
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The problem of selecting snd precisely defining the universe
of dlscourse 1s difficult in any sort of a study, but parti-
cularly in a political content'analysis. If the anéiyst de-
sires a relatively complete summary of the political content
of a particular news orgen, for example, he faces a very
tricky task 1n deciding just what sections of the publica-
tion are political and whaf attributes he shall use to de-
fine these sections prior to his analysis. One common method
of solving this problem 1s to restrict the analysis to a par-
ticular subject in the general realm of governmental decision
or competition for political office. He may restrict himself
to coding comments on foreign pollicy, or expressions of the
governmental activitles of a given country, or individusl or
set of individuals. This thesis was designed, however, to
tackle the problem of describing all the political content

of a glven publication. Therefore, a magazine was chosen
ebout which it could realistlically be assumsed that all the
content was of interest to politicel science without laboring
elther my own credullty or thet of the readers. Thils, how-
ever, is not an essumption thet the largest proportion of
articles will be directly concerned with governmental or
political activities. ALctually, however, the specific uni-
verse of dlscourse of this thesis is somewhat more limited
than that. It ccnsists of all the cartoons and plctures of

the Democretic Digest, with their accompanying letterpress,
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and of all those articles whose length was greater than one-
half page. After sampls coding of a rendom selection of
Issues the shorter flller erticles with which the megazine
is peppered were excluded since they showed no significant
differences from the longer storles with regard tc those
attributes with which this thesis 1s concerned. In the
reading of these articles, differences were detected between
them and those longer ones which are the primsry topic of
the thesls, but they were not such that they would be de-
tected by the code. The unit of enalysis for 21l sections
of the code was the complete article, or, in the case of
phctographs and cartoons, the plcture rlus eccompanying
letterpress.:

Another problem which 1s particularly difficult in many
content snalyses 1s that of sssigning weights to evaluative
statements about individusls or perticulsr political posi-
tions. Such categorles as "pro" vs. "anti" or "positive" vs.
"negative" are extraordinarily difficult to define precisely,
end without precise definition of categories counting is not
particularly useful. The skills of present day copy writers
are such that, even glven precise deflnitions, 1t may be
difficult to apply them to particuler statements, or even to
decide if the stutements cre evasluative in nature. Thils sort

of ectivity requires more self-confidence in the matter of
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predicting the intent cf the writer and/or the responses of
the audlence then this researcher is willing to permit him-
self. As noted in the second chapter, there are devices
which permit of this sort of research. However, they usual-
ly require the services of a relastively large psnel of
Judges whose oplrions are merged through some technique or
other to create a consensus. Thils technique was not avail-
eble to the present researcher and affords serious, though
nct insurmounteble, difficulties in 1ts application to con-
tent enelysls of mass communications even where funds and
time are unlimited.

It was felt that the cholce of the Democrstic Digest as

a subject made it possible to avoid this.problem, although
this decision came only after several abertive attempts to
insert such a category into the code. The anaslysls of these
attempts led to the conclusion thet it was not only difficult
and of dublous sclentific worth, but unnecessary. The Demo-

cratic Cligest prelsed Republicans or Republican stands so

rarely that an index number based on rigid counting woula be
of 1ittle or no practicel value iIn the opinion of this re-
searcher. The assumption was therefore made that eny mention
of a man es a FRepublican, or of a program as a Republlicen
position would bs negatively slented. To verify this assump-
tion, in the preliminary coding perlod three random lessues
were selected and checked. In these three issues no indivi-

dual was pralsed as a Republican, and no Iepublican rrogrem
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was agproved. There were two cases where 1ndividusl Republi-
cans were pralsed but it was only where they were specifi-
cally mentioned e&s orposing Hepublican policy. o Republiczn
program vies ever evaluated positively. The cholce of the

Democratic Digest, therefore, mede 1t pcssible to eveoid this

difficult, perhaps insoluble, problem in code design.

another reascn for the choice of the TDemccratic Dizest

was that it was & new xzegazlne, in two senses. LS was sald
before, the universe of discourse of this study was the first
eighteen 1ssues of the magazine. This gives the viriter an
unusual chence to comrment on the chzracteristics cof a rass-

cozrnunicetion crgen with no previous history or traditicn.

£

Tne fact thet the megezlne never appesrzd befcre the perlod

cf tris study elso removes another croblem: this study czn

restrict its scope to describirg the megazine durirg the per-

&

5

icd cf 1ssue alcne. If the Lemocretic Tigest hed e

(S}

weared

before 1t viould be necessary to dcscrite eerller issues and
Justify both ends of the period of study. As it stends, it
need only be exglained why the perioc of study wes restricted
to elghteen montns. This periocd wzs, of ccursz, ertitrary to
some extent. However, tris thesis ves concelived at & time

1

when the Dcmocretic Zigsst hed been published for mcre than

one, and less than two yeers, and eightesn months seemed to
be as good a plece to step es any. It had the scvzntege cf
ircluding a congressicnel end senstcrisl electicn, vwhich a

one-yezr study would not have dcne.
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The Democratic Digest is a new mageszire in still encther

serse. As far es can be determined trrough library resezsrch
this 1s the first time a mejor Axericsn political party has
publlished a mass-circulation megazine. Neither of the pre-
gsent polltical partles has ever been completely without a
partisen press in the form of sugporting newspapers and maga-
zines, but there has never before been the orportunity to
study news and political writing es produced directly by the
nationel cczmittee of a major rerty without the color effect
of an independent news dlspensing orgenizeticn. This resson

for studying the Zemocretic Tl-est shades into the last onse,

vihich 1s a grezt deal herder to descrite precisely.

The lest reescn for studyirng the Zemccrztic Tigest can

only be summed up 1n terms of a vegue Ilmperstive. I felt

scneone csrnculd study the TZemocrstic Cizest. It sceme? that

reliable d=ta sbout the eesrly 1ssues of a new politicel mega-
zine would be of grest use to the discipline if it were svall-
gble 1n genersl, ecelly understcod form. It scemed thz=t a
tcpic which could be tresated within the scope of & master's
thesis and still produce informetiocn of interest to those 1in-
divicuals interested in poclitics, both inside the ciscipline
end in the soclety et l2rge, 1s cne th=t should not be ignored.

I belicsve the content of the Democretic Ticest 1s such s

topic. Furthermore, 1t providss en excellent szrirng-tcard
for general coxments on tne tecnnique of content analysis, a

subject of considerable interest tc tas crofession eand to the
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author. This discusslion of the method 1s contalned in the
next chapter, and with it are some theoreticel discussions
of possible alternstive approaches snd a description of the
remeining chapters where the results of the anaslysis are

presented.
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Chapter II
THE METHOD

Content enalysls, when considered as a resesrch techni-
cue, has probably es many definitions as there esre people
using the term. The problem of definltion will first be
epproached by exemining in a general wey the more inclusive
meanings in the term and then refining my definition into a
specific usable concept. In the broadest sense, ccntent
analysis occurs whenever anyone surveys symbolic data with
the 1ldea of discerning and orgsnizing meanings in the mater-
iel surveyed. In this sense, any sort of reading for in-
formation, rather than entertainment, i1s a form of content
analyslis. Art criticism is generally a form of content
snalysis. Music may heve its content (sound clusters of
varying pitch and rhythmic pettern) noted and analyzed.
herever symbolic material exists and an attempt is made to
categorize or explaln it, there i1s a form of content analy-
els,

In its use in the language of soclal science the term
"content analysis™ is generally much more narrowly defined.
It seems to imply quantification, tabuler presentstion, and
some form of statistical asnalysis of the quantitatively ex-

pressed data. Bernard Berelson develops a typlcal brief
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definition of content analysis as 1t is generally thought of
in socizsl science in his book on the technique. He defines
it és, "... & research technique for the objective, system-
atlc and quantitative description of the manifest content of
communication."l In my opinion these characteristics are
all aspects of the mejor differentiating criterféj%y which
studies of symbolic materlial may be clessified. This cri-

on,
terfg is specificity. Let me explain what 1s meant by this.

In a content enalysis (using the term in its narrower
sense) only certzin attributes of the symbolic data are
studied. These mey renge from the frequency of varicus
words, averesge word length, the quoted sources used 1in verbal
data, to more asbstrasct concepts sﬁch as themes of persuasion
end attitudes toward various individuals or countries. No
matter what the nature of the attributes studled, they must
be preciscly defined and the method by which they ere con-
sldered, collated, or counted must be described accurately
enough so that the reader or another researcher can duplicate
the results of the anelysis if he 1s inclined.

The precision of definition which is demanded by the
technique and the care with which these definitions must be
epplied mske this a pasrticularly time consuming form of re-

search. Vhen one compares the written descriptions of

1 Bernard Berelson, Content Analysis in Communication
kResserch, Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Fress, 1852, p. 18.
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content analyses with the man-hours of work involved in col-
lecting and interpreting the data, it is reminiscent of the
mountain leboring to bring forth a mouse. It is a very
speclal form of mouse, howsver, and the users of the techni-
Gue generelly find it worth their labor, for the results of
the labor of a properly conducted content analysis are reli-
able. Thils means thst the specificity with which the tech-
nique hes been described and the findings expressed psy off
by making the studies reproducible. Any researcher who
accepts the definitions of a content enalysis code should be
able to go over the same symboliec msterisl and arrive at the
same, or nearly the same, distribution, frequency, or state
pertaining to the glven ettributes as did the original re-
searcher. This 1dea of relisbility or reproducibility may
seem minor, but it 1s the heert of the descriptive phase of
sclence.

The precision and specificity required of a content anal-
ysls meke the data particularly susceptible to numerical pre-
sentation and quentitative forms of analyslis. <Ctatistical
interpretation is probably the most common form of quantita-
tive description used in content analyses at the present time,
but other forms of methematlical treatment are at least theo-
retically possible. <tatistlcs and mathem=tics generally are
only methods of expressing information. They are languages

in the same sense that German and EZnglish are languages.
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The advantage of using mathematics instead of some verbal
language 1s thst a mathematical presentation is less likely
to be ambiguous. It 1s difficult toc disguilse fallecious
rezsoning wher the ressoning is in wmathemsticsal form. Un-
fortunetely, this characteristic of methemetlcs is often
abused, wittingly or unwittingly, by socizl sciencc reseerch-
erse If the origlnal formulations c¢f the study have been
imprecise, 1if the ettrioutes have been haphazardly defined,
or if the technicues of cccding are not carefully described,
then no amount of mathemstlcal transletion will give the
stucy the precision end reliability which the first, vérbel
formuletions lacked. Therefore 1t is maintzained that specil-
ficity rether then quantification is the basic attribute of
a content analysis. The concepts of manifest content and
objectivity as presented by BSerelson will be discussed fur-

ther on.

Manif'est Ccntent

Let us now turn to the problem of "manifest content.m
Eerelson states the argument that no such thing as manifest
content exlists, except in the sense of black-merks-on-white.
Briefly, this argument seys that whenever meanings are sttri-
buted to these marks, the individusl's predispositions affect
the meenings es set cown by the writer so that no one can
ascertzin with precision just what any individusl will ex-

tract as meaning from a given pilece of symbollsm, aor can he
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determine what meanings the writer may have had in mind.
Berelson escepes from this criticism by assuming a continuum
of communicative materisls based on the degree of "latency,"
that is to sey, the degree to vhich different members of the
audlence perceive ralicelly different meeninis. He re-
stricts content analysis to that area where latency 1s small-
est. Tne sphere where the rescarcher can feel sure thzat ths
task of perceiving the writer's meanings 1is reletively simple
end the audlence will largely egree with the resesrcher as
to what the meanlngs are.© This discussion of manifest ver-
sus latent content seems to be no more than another way of
approaching the problem of objectivity.

Berelson's comments notwithstanding, the researcher 1is
st11l tempted to expand the technique into ereas of "laten-
cy." For example, the use of content anslysis to detect
political attitudes on the part of the communicator would
infringe the srea of "letency." In this sort of anelysls
the categocries of examination might be framed 1n terms of
themes and subthemes of arguxment on the part of the synbol
originator. These are counted and tae rese=zrcher infers the
intent of the communicator. Zesldes infringerent on "latent

arses" 1t seems that resesrch cast along these lines reintro-

duces an element of subjectivity th=t the technique itself

g Ibid, p. 19.
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is designed to eliminate. Of course, liennheim's discussions
of the soclology of knowledge force us to recognize the
essentially subjJective character of all scientific research.3
Still, there are what might be called legitimete and 1lle-
gltimate ways in which to express the subjectivity of your
categorlies, acccrding to the current mores of soclal sciencs.
The content analyst is obliged to admit thet any cholcs of
categorlies 1s to some extent arbitrary, individualistic, and
subjective. .On the other hand, categories such as length of
unit, position, individuals mentioned, and sources quoted
seem to be far more "manifest," in the Berelson sense, than
such things as subject matter themes. This becomes parti-
cularly apparent when we conslder the difficulty which a
thematic analyst has in defining precisely what he is looking
for. %nen the themes are designed to permit the analyst to
comment on the intentions of the symbol-orliglinator, we have

an additional introduction of subjective decisions.4

° Karl Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia, (translated by
Louis Wirth and Gdward =hils), New York: Harcourt Brace and
Company, 1936,

4 This prcblem has been with the soclial sciences for
quite some time. L. L. Thurstone, in his early writings on
scale construction, demonstrates this concern quite well,
Starting with the definitlion of an attitude as ". . . the
sum total of a man's inclinations and feelings, prejudice or
bilas, preconceived notlions, fears, threats, and convictions
ebout any specified toplec . . . admittedly a subjective and
personal affair." He goes on to assert that attitudes can
be measured by the acceptance or rejections of a list of
opinions, which are defined as "a verbal expression of --

(Continued )
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The Concept "Attitude"

Zven granting that content analyses may be used to de-
tect politicel attitudes in a valld way, we may question the
theoretlical efficiency of such an agproach. If we accept
the general definition of an attitude as a predisposition to
action,5 ve have still done notaing but insert an interven-
ing variable between symbol producing behavior and other
sorts of activity. I conceive the end of political science
to be the thecretical ordering of one class of sccial beha-
vior. For example, a political sclentlst mizht decide to
study a legislature, having previously Justified to himéelf
that thls situation 1s likely to displey social behavior of
the class which he wishes to observe. He observes the legis-
lators or other members of the study situation in certain
routines and tries to construct a set of ceategorles, concepts,
or abstractions (the words sre interchangeable as used here),
which will classify the behavior he has observed and permit

him to suggest relstions between the categorles. The

4 (Continued from previous page) attlitude." To over-
come the problems of rating subjective judgments, Thurstone
proposes relliance on the classification of statements by a
large panel of Judges, with proper statistlical controls to
eliminete amblguous and irrelevant stztements. "Attitudes
Can 3e ¥Measured," American Journal of Socciology, Veoclume &,
No. 4, 1528, p. 531.

o Logan Tilson and 7illiam L. Kolb, Soclological Lnaly-
sls, New York: Harcourt trase and Cocmpany, 1949, p. 105,




categoriss of explanation and the relations between them
must then be tested by applying them to some similsr situs-
tion as a test of thelr workability in more general cases.

It must be noted that the behavior which 1is observed might be
words 1n magazines or, in the case of a legislature, voting
records. In the sense in which the term 1s used in thlis
thesis, these are just as much "behaviors" as face to face
conversations, fighting, or pulling down a lever in a voting
mechine., Given this end, the concept "attitude" does little
to simplify our task.

Attitudes are generally detected by some form of verbal
activity elther in answer to a questionnalre or by study of
freely produced symbollc material. This symbol producing
activity 1s Just as much a form of social behavior as any
other sort of actlivity. There is always some form of theo-
retic division of soclal activities in the ordering of soclsal
behavior, but the separation of symbol=-produclng activity
from other sorts of behavior 1is generally made by the assump-
tion that the symbol-production is less "real." The re-
searcher who adopts the concept of "attitude™ uses this con-
ce.t to link verbal behavior to other sorts of socilal action.
The soclial researcher in the fleld of content analysis would
be better advised to accept hils symbollec data as =2 form of
social behavior in and of 1itself. His theoretical task would

then be to relate the symbolic materisl with the other



e4.

soclal ectivity of the symbol producer, and with the behavior
of the respondents or audiencs.

“hat do we have when we reject the attitude concept and
consider symbol-production and response es forms of human
behavior fully as active as walkling? The symbols may be sub-
Jected to content analysis. The other sorts of activity mey
be described and classified by other techniques. ™“hen the
human activities are linked by workable explanatory concepts
we are on our way to a sclence. The 1mportant point here is
that time spent talking about attitudes 1s time which cannot
be spent in describing social behavior, nor does it lead us
toward a successful integrated science, for the gulf between
symbol=-production and soclal action is still there, even
though it is bridged.6

There are, however, even stronger theoretical arguments
to be mustered against the use of the attitude concept. The

metapsychology of thought and the ponderings of

6The Thurstone article is also relevant here for in an
apparent eifort to ward oiff criticlsm of the ettitudinsal
approach from this direction, he specifically rejects the
idea that any necessary connection between tne results of a
Thurstone scele test of azttitude and overt benaviocor exists.
As he polnts out, the respondent might lie. Femoving tnis
reason for studying ettitudes leaves one, however, in a
rather delicate position when asked why he studles attitudes.
It 1s presumed that there must eventually be some ccnnection
made between behavior in the test situztion and behavior in
other situztions. If tnis is so, the question for political
science end the other social sciences is, "Does the concept
'attitude' help or hinder making the connection?" This
theslis tzkes the positlion thet 1t, et least, does not help.
Tnurstone, op. cit., p. 5:3,
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eplstemological argument are not areas where questions can
be finally or precisely answered. Many authorities in this
field now lean towards the position thet thought cannot take
place except as symbollic manipulation.'7 If we accept this
view, we are forced to admit thast even the most actlve, "con-
crete" forms of behevior must be transla¥sd into symbolic
form before they can be manlpulated 1n our search for sclen-
tific claessification. This belng the case, there seems to
be 1ittle defense for the 1ldea of separsting symbolically
linked data from other sorts of humen activity, since the
other sorts rust be symbolically linked before they can be
manipulated. This first section of the chepter is summed up
In this definition of ccntent enalysis which willl hereafter

be used in the thesis. A technigue whereln specificelly de-

fined attributes of symbolic materiesl are colleted in care-

fully described manner.

A Complementary Method
The‘first section of this chapter has been spent in re-
fining the broad meanling of content analysis mentioned in the
opening sentences 1into a precise definition for use in the
sections of this thesis which deal with precise description

end analysis. I believe this definition meets with and

7 Suzanne K. Langer, Philosophy in a New Key, Cambricge:
Haerverd University Press, 1942; Edward Sapir, Language, New
York: Hercourt Brace and Company, 1921,
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reflects the standerds of social sclience. There 1s another
set of stendards, however, by which studles of symbolic
materiel cen be judged. This generzal epproach is often la-
beled with the German word Verstehen, meaning "o understand."
In generel the users of this approsch feel that the subject
matter of soclsl science is foo complex to be explsined
using precise, verifliable techniques which have been borrow-
ed from the physical scilences. The student of a problem
often feels that en irregerable loss occurs when he 1s forced
to shoehorn his findings iIntc the restricticns of scientific
discourse. Judgments are made, but the ressercner cannot
prove them to the sztisfaction of one who demands rigid
categories and loglcal derivations. It seems apparent that
the conclusions of a consclentious observer who has satur-
eted himself in the toplc he studies have value for thcse in-
terested in that topic. It also secems apparent thaet this
value 1s of a different sort than the specific factual find-
ings which the sclentifically inclined student prizes, and
which he hopes to integrate into a loglcal, exhaustive

theory of explenation.

It is unfortunate thet rebld adherents to one system or
the other for the description and discussion of social
events deny the utility of what they view as an opposing
technique. It 1s my position thst, given the present primi-

tive state of sociel sclence, the two systems are not
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opposites, but complements. Specific descriptions and logi-
cal constructicns in the scientiflc vein have an sdditive
charscter and a reliability which the more intuitive studiles
lack. But, educated Jjudgments or intultions are often thse
cnly information or the best Informetion available 1n arees
that even the most "scilentifically" inclined scholar wcould
admit are importent. It may be summed up in the langusge of
the eddicted gembler, "Tven if it's crooked, it's the only
game in town." The Jjudgments of a ccreful observer might
not be crooked but we cannot be sure.

In a short article published 1in the Public Cpinion ZTuar-

terl ,8 Siegfrlied Kracauer has ralsed this problem directly.
His position iIs stated at the beginning of the articls,
where he presents three propositions on the role of quallita-
tive statements in communlcation researchn.

"], One sided reliance on quantitstive content
analysls mgy lead to s neglect of qualitative ex-
plerations, thus reducing the accuracy of enslysis.

2. The assumpticns underlying quantitative analy-
sis teond to precluds a Judicious appraisal of the
important role which cuasllitetive consideraticns may
play in cormmunications research. Hencs the need
for theoreticel re-orientation.

3. The potentieclitles of communications research
can be developed only if, as the result of such a
reorientaticn, the emphasls 1is shifted from quan-
titative to qualitative procedures."9

8 Siegfried Kracesuer, "The Challenge of “uantitatlve Con-
tent Anclysis", Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 1€, No. 4,
UWinter 1952-53, pp. 631-641.

° Ibid, p. 621
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The 1mplicit assumptions upon which Kracauer bsszss tnese
suggestions seem to be: (1) Accuracy is to be measured only
in terms of the totel meanings of the subject mstter. If
tnis is accepted his criticism stands. No quantitzative anal-
ysls can possibly explore gll the possible intended meanings
of a plece cf communication; it can only devote 1its attention
to those characterlistics which are countable. In his dis-
cussion of these propositions Kracauer does not exclude the
countable characteristics of communication from the subject
metter of quelitative analysis, therefore the range of pos-
sibilities for research 1is increased. (2) There is little
utllity in quantitative analyses which do not approach the
problem of attaching "qualitiss" to the data st some point in
the analyslis. Kracauer seems to be primarily concerned with
correcting the rabid "counters!" of content analysis, who
would apparently restrict the field of communication research
to ccuntable charascteristics. Tne controversy which exlsts
in this field has forced asdherents of one spprozch or the
other into such extreme positicns, but it is questionable
whether such individuals will be swayed by Kracauer's re-
proving comments. I would suggest thet an article proposing
the ways 1n which quazlitative stenderds could be best intro-
ducsd into content snslyses would be more valueble 1n terms
of changing the behavior of content analysts than a contin-

vation of argument and controversy.
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In this thesls I will attempt to use both technlques in
order to get maximum exploitation of the data at hand. In
the preceding peragreph it was asserted that the tvio techni-
gues, scilence and verstehen, were complements. This term is
used in the gecmetric sense. That is to szy, the two compon-
ents fit each other to form a lerger figure, out do not over-
lep. Since this thesls will contain both speculative comments

on the Democratic Digest and precise descrirtion and snalysis

of 1ts contents, the organization of the chapters will re-
flect the separste but complementary cheracter of the tech-
nicues. The sections of each chapter which present and
analyze the specific results of the coding mey be verified by
any reader and stand subject to the standerds of science.

The speculative secticns gz2in whatever credence the reader
may plece in them solely from his acceptance of the vriter as

e competent commentator on political subjects.

Theoretical Froblems

This thesis has been described as an attcmpt to combins
the precise stznderds of scientific study with the irmedilate
interpretative value of a reasonaktly capeble comrentator.
The thesls will fall short of the standsrds of science in
one respect, however. It does not set out to provs any pre-
cocnceived hypotheses., Thnis study cculd have been ccuched in
such a form, as it 1s not a particularly difficult task.

However, tne testing of hypotheses is en essential part of
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the sclentific method only when they are drewn from a logi-
celly consistent theory with the intention of testing the
theory's utility es a method of organization end description.

A comnon criticlism leveled at social science studles
by those not in sympathy with the technique 1s that the
hypotheses which the studies ere designed to test sre either
banel, unimportant, or obvicus. Zven the political scien-
tist most deeply committed to this type of research must
often find it necessary to agree with these criticisms. It
1s my contentlion that the seeming trivial nature of studies
of this type often results from the form in which these
studies ere statec. The importent things ebout them are not
that certain unconnected hypotheses are tested, but that
precise data on a matter of interest to the discipline has
been provided. Of course, these data must be Integrzted
into a theory, at some time in the future, end the testing
of such a theory will involve the construction end testing
of hypotheses. However, very few of the studles which ere
done todey have their hypotheses drawn from theorles. To
set up a study in hypotheticel form when it 1s really an 1in-
vestigetion of some lines of interest intuitively concelived
as important 1s to claim for them a virtue, according to the
mores of sclience, which they lack.

If there were a consistent theory relsting propeganda

to the other political behavior of the originator, this



3l

study of the Domocretic Digest would be framed in terms of

such a theory. I shculd construct hypotheses from it and
atterpt to test them. It is wmy conviction, horever, thst no
such theory, thet is one which fits the iizrton definition of
"middle-range" taeory, exlsts. Ferheps the best known, and
certeinly the most smbitious content anelyses in the area of
politicel sclence are those sponsored by the Hoover Insti-
tute's RaDIR project. The theoretical fracework of these
studies 1s described in The Ccmgarative Study cf Symbols by

Herold D. L=zsswell, Danlel Lerner, and Itnlel de Sola Pcolgo

This book scems to indlczte that resezrchers infer from the
repetition of symbols end from thelr stylistic nzture what

the attitudes of the sources of communicatlon are in the

gelm of pollitics. Lwong the things which the writers feel
cen be gleened from the study of symbols and style are in-
formztion on the course of democratlzation in a glven coun-
try, level of crisis, and civic cohesion.11 There are seve-
ral lmoportant reasons why this theory of the relation of
politicel bshavior to prcpaganda was not used 1n this thesls:
(1) The frame of refercnce generzlly emphasizes international

politics and reletions between states. It is my position

© Harold D. Lasswell, Daniel Lerner, and Ithiel de
cola Pool, The Ccmrarstive Study of Symtols, Stanford, Calif-
ornia: o&tenford University Fress, 19oZ.

11 1544, p. 24,



thzt the problems inveolved in explailning sccial behavior
vithin our own culture are compliceted enough without intro-
ducling the problem of croess-cultural veristions. In the
vork discussed above, the problem of cross-culturzl variation
is not mentioned but I think it is there none the less. (2)
The broad theoretical frameworx in which the theory is set
seems to be lzrgcly based on the acsumptions of Freudian or
lleo-Freudlan psychology.12 These assunptions are used, of
course, in many fields cf socizl sclence. Still, there
seems to be no fleld where more dangers exist for those who
adeopt thsse pgrincivles then in the goneral area of inter-
national relaticns.,

Settlng aslide those criticisms of rsychology itself es
a vacsls for sociel explenation, generslly the vroblems of
cross=-culturzel exilenaticn are not sufficiently recognized
in most Freudian or Iiso-Freudien systems of exileanations.

(2) The study adopts an attitudinal freme of reference and
separates symbols and dseds into different categorias.13
This hes already begen discucssed.

I have spent a gcod deal of times explalning whst I was
not golng to do in this thesis. Thls secems the prcper place
to make some further cozments sbout what is attempted and
why. The third chapter uses deta from the zanalysis to des-

cribe the physicel naturs of the magazine. 4rticle-lengths,

12 1914, pp. 20-21.
13 1p14, p. 39.
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types of articles generally used, and the layout of the maga-
zine are presented and discussed here. Chapter IV 1s based

on that section of the code wnich treats publication sources.
Here information 1s presented on the newspapers and magazines

from which the Democratic Digest reprints or condenses arti-

cles and cartoons and those publications which are quoted in
the articles originated by the magazine. Chapter V 1s based
cn the individual-quote section of the code. Here 1s the in-
formation which the study pfoduced as to the indivicduals whom
the Digest sew fit to quote. Chepter VI presents and dis-
cusses the data produced by the political-icssues code.
Specific discussions of the code will be reserved for
the chapters in which the data eppear, since I felt that this
would be handler for those individuels who wented to refer to
this thesis for information on en important and ncvel influ-
ence on Amerlcan poclitics. In general, hovever, the sttri-
butes of the date which are studied in detaill were chosen for
three reasons: (1) They seemed important; (2) They ere the
sorts of things which can be studied in any kind of political
symbolic materiel; and, (3) They seemed sufficiently "mani-
fest," in the Eerelson sense, to be fit subjects for a con-
tent analysis. Given the precsent development of social
science, I think this 1s sufficient Jjustification for this

project.






Chaptsr III

THZ MAGAZINE

In thils chapter we shall discuss the results of that
section of the analysis devoted to physical description of
the magazine and of the types of articles which it con-
tained. Tnls part of the research revealed some interesting
Information as to the digest character of the magezine, and

the relative lengths of orlginal and reprinted articles.

The Cods

Tne Democratic Dizest is a pocket-sized newsmagazinse,

five inches vilde by seven-and-one-vuartsr inches high. For

the period coded the Democrstic Digest was always 112 pages

long. In general the magazine 1s mede up of both reprinted
material end articles which apparently originated with the
Digest; at least they are not attriouted to anj other source.
This cnapter willféresent the findlngs produced by the first
section of the code used in tnis project. This section 1s
the article-type code. It 1s regroduced snd explained below.
Article-Type Code
1. Talk of the Nation

2. Articles not attributed to & prior source

a. signed
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b. unsigned
3. Articles gttributed to a prlor sourcs
a. speech
b. reprint of previously published article

4, Cartoons end plctures

The Talk of the liation

In every 1issue of the Zemocratic Digest falling within

the period of this study the first six or seven pages are
glven over to a stendard departwent of the magezine, an arti-
cle titled "Talk of the Nation," This article seems to bs

based in style and subjJect metter on The lew Yorker magazine's

departmént "Talk of the Town." It is ccmposed of brisf anec-
detes and comments concerning recent political events. These
events are often of minor importance. In any event this
article trests them in & huworous manner. The "Talk of the
hation" does not often distinguish between political events
on the basis of their importance to the country. The empha-
sls 1n this feature 1s always on those aspects of governmen-
tal eand politicel party behavior which cen be joked about or,
in the case of the GCP, ridiculed. The position of tnis
article in the magezine never verled and the srticle was al-

ways present.

The Original Articles

All of the lssues of the Temocratic Digect contein arti-

cles wnich are not sttributed to a prior source. At the time
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of codlng these articles were dividsd into two sub-classes,
slgned and unsigned. The first sub-class contained so few
members (nine out of a universe of 202) thet the sub-classes
were collaepsed and the distinction was not carried through

to the analysis.

The Luoted Articles
Trhe other me jor category by which the letterpress of

the Democratic Digest was divided were those articles which

were elther condensed or reprinted in full from e prior
gource., Durlng the coding these srticles were divided into
reprints of speecnes and reprints of previously published
articles. In this chapter this difference will not be ex-
ploited for purposes of analysis, but data will be presented
on the issuss which the reprinted speaches involved, and the
people whose speeches were chosen for reprinting.A In both
ma jJor clessificutions of erticles the length of the artlcle

was coded to the nearest helf-page.

Cartoons
Category four of the article-type code contains the car-

toons and plcturses which appeer in the Cemcecrstic Digest.

These were coded according to the following definition. When-
ever a drawing, pilcture, or cartoon had a caption or letter-
press separate from the body of the article, no matter what

the size of the cut, it wes coded in category four, even
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though 1t mey have been intended as an 1llustration for the
article.

These categorlies do not exhsust the content of the masga-
zine. There are the filler articles, wnich were noted esr-
lier in this chapter, but were not part of the universe for
coding purpocses. An occasional issue of the magazlne con-
tained a letters column type of article. These letters were

not always addressed to the Democratlic Digest, tney were

often regrints from other papers. 4s 1t haupens, the 1ssues
selected (by random choice) for the code construction did
not contain this type of article, so it does not appear in
the article-type code.

The following secticn procesds to the presentation of

the mzteriel gleaned by the article-type code.
Analysis

There were 537'articles In the eighteen issues of the

Democratlic Digest which compose our universe of dlscourse.

This gives an average of 29.8 articlecs per 1ssus. The
issues conteined from twenty-three to thirty-fivs articles.
There was a total cf two-hundred articles of Type Two
in the coded numbers of the Digest. Thils ylelds an erith-
metic mean of 11l.1 erticles of this type per issue. As

one can see, the totael number of articles per 1issue
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ranges from elght to fiftsen. The average length is never

more than 4.7 nor less than 3.1 pages.

Taeble 1

The Orlginal Articles of the Democratic Digest by
Issue of Msgezine, Number of Articles, Total Pages,
and Mean Length.

—_——— e e ee—

Volume Number Number of Total Pages Mean Length
Articles per Issue

I 1 12 56.5 4.7
I 2 9 38.0 4.2
I 3 10 45.5 4.6
I 4 10 38.5 3.9
1 5 13 40.5 3.1
I 6 13 42.5 3¢3
I 7 10 35.0 3¢5
I 8 13 49 .5 3.8
I 9 13 51,0 3.9
I 10 12 43.5 3.6
I 11 15 46.0 3.1
I 12 9 3745 4.2
II 1 9 39,0 4.3
II e 10 38.0 3.8
II 3 11 41.0 37
II 4 15 51.0 3.4
II 5 8 36.0 4.5
II 6 8 3l.5 3.9
Totel 200 760. 3.8 Grand
Avr.

There was a total of 337 erticles of Typs Three, glving
an arithmetic mean of 18.7 articles per issue. The range of
articles per issue was from 14 to 23.

The examination of these tables makes some of the differ-

ences between the two article-types apperent. Obviously, one



T=ble 2

The Reproduced iArticles of the Ceémocratic Direst by
Issue of Lkagazine, humber of Articles, Totzl fages,
and lesn Length

Volume Number Iliumber of Totzl Length ifean Length

Articles
I 1 14 20,5 1.5
I 2 19 26.5 1.9
I 3 21 22.0 1.5
I 4 19 30.5 1.6
I 5 23 39.5 1.7
I 6 17 32.0 1.9
I 7 23 39.5 1.7
I 8 21 34 .5 1.6
I 9 16 27.5 1.7
I 10 22 28.5 1.8
I 11 16 31.0 1.9
I 12 18 335 2.1
II 1 16 7.0 1.8
II 2 21 3745 1.8
II 3 15 27.0 2.5
II 4 18 24.0 1.3
II 5 23 43.0 1.9
II 6 17 34,0 2.0
Total 3317 608 1.8 Grand
Avr.

difference 1s the lengths of the two types of erticles. In

the first elghteen issues of the Zewmocratic Digest, 760

pages were devoted to articles of Type Two, (l.e., those
originating with thc mzrezine) while reprints of spseches
ana articles took up only 608 pages. The mean lesngth for .
the entire ssmple wes 3.8 pages for articles of Type Two,
and 1.8 pages for inose of Type Thrze. 'net is even more

teresting is the difference between the modal lenzths for

in-
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the two types of articles. Original, Type Two, articles had
a modal length of five pages for the first eighteen issues
which composed the universe, while reprinted, Type Threse,
articles had a modal of but one page. All article lengths
were coded to the nearest half-page.

In addition to the difference in length between the two
article types, there is & distinct difference in their posi-
tion in the magazine. The first article of each issue 1s
always the "Talk of the Nation." Of the articles immediate-
ly following, the second 1is always an article of Type Two,
the third was of Type Two 1n thirteen of the elghteen issues
and the fourth in nine. It can be assumed that these posli-
tions are those of emphasis and high attention. The fact
thet they are predominately devoted to articles which origin-
ate with the magazine, when coupled with the higher everage
and total lengths of articles of Type Two leads one to gques-

tion whether or not the Democratic Digest can rezlly be con-

sidered prictarily a "digest" type megezine. Although 61.5%
of the articles are reprints, 327 out of 537, 56% of the
letterpress pages or 760 out of 1368 are devoted to original
articles.,

There 1s the possibillity that the Democratic Ferty
chose the form of the magazine to convince the readers thet
a significant proportion of this country's press fevored the

Democratic Party. It seems obvious that the purpose of the
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magazine vzes tc give the larty's Wationzl Committze a plat-

(m

ferm from wnich to announce its views cn vsoliticel affairs.
ierheps the digest form was ciicsen to create the imprescsion
thet the central valucs of the IZzmocratic lleaticnal Conurittee
vere shered by othsr elements of ths natiocn's press. It is

likely that a megszine called the Zemocratic Disest woeuld

have a better chence ocn the newsstands then an crgen which
containad no articles excest those written by the emulcyses
of the Zemcecratic Jotionzl 2o nmittee,

ined

(O]

Trne elghteen lccsues cf the Zzrocretlc “ijcet cont

a total of 418 cartoons glving a mean of 23.2 certeoons per
issue. A ccompletzs scurce analysis of the certoons is uro-
vided in the next che,ter, but it is interesting to ncte hers

thet only 37 of the 413, lecs then ten percent, criginated

with the Lsgcerzatic Zipgest. orsover, 15 of tassa &7 =2ppear-
ed in tvwo numdbers and wors ranels of comic strips, ecach pznel
coced as a scpzrate curtocn. In eix of the c¢ilghteen issues,

novever, crlginsl cartcons were in the {irst or second gosi-

tion.

Interpretation
Let us now exemine soie cxplanations for thne dictricu-
tion of c¢rticls-ty.2s wiiicn cur enslysis has expcscds C(Cne
strene pceclioility is thet there is eizily not encuch feaver-
cbly slanted Dercerztic meterisl in the &nerican _ress to be

re.rocuced or cordsnczsd. nis exuplonation 1s slso cuported
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by materlal on the sources of the Democretic Digest which

will be discussed in the next chapter. Another possibility

is that the Democratic Digest's editorial policy is concerned

with aspects and approaches to verious political subjects
which are not those of interest to the press at large, even
that segment which 1s favorable to the Democratic Party.

The asnalysls of the politicel 1ssues of the Democratic

Digest which 1s carrled on in Chapter VI neither confirms nor

denies this explanation. To do so would require simultaneous

study of the Digest and other Demccratic news sources.
Generally speakling the study of the article types»of

the Democratic Digest suggests certain things which are not

reduclble to tabular presentation or speciflic analysis. The
"Talk of the Netion" 1s a stendard feature of the magszine.
Tt dicplays a tongue-in-cheek approach to the political world
which is not characteristic of the rest of the articles in
the megazine., One micht compare it to a verbal cartoon. It
might be sald that this feature 1s committed to the 1dea that
reople who laugh at the Republicans are unlikely to vote for
them. The general line of attack of this erticle is to
stress the pompous, officious, and stupid character of Repub-
lican officialdom. This technique of persuasion by ridicule
Is concentrated 1n the "Talk of the Nation", and in some ex-
tent in the "filler" articles, which were not subjected to

rigid coding. In fact, the filler articles have more in



43,

cormmon with the "Talk of the Nation" than with the rest of
the magazine.

Cne 1important subvariant on the erticle type code 1is
the "battle of quotes™ article. This article was coded as a
Type Two-b, that 1s, not attributed to a prior source, un-
signed. It consists entirely of matched quotes emphaslizing
contradictions in the Republican party line, or its similar-
1ty to the Fepublican party of Hoover days. The subjects of
these articles are alvays Yepublicans. The commonest title
is "Pledges and Hedges'" used flve times out of the 11 occur-
rences of thils type of article. No issue of the magazine
contained more than one such article.

The general impression one gets of the article types of
the Digest 1s in accord with the findings of the rigld enaly-
sis. The original articles impress the reader &s being de=
finitely longer and in the important positions. In addition
to this they 2re more of'ten illustrated and have bigger,

more elaborate title treatment.,



Chapter IV

THz SOURCLS CF THZ DIUCCERATIC DIGTET

One of the most 1lmportant factors to be considsred in
the analysis of a digest-type megazine 1s that of the sources
from which the magazine procures its data. Althcugh the
third chapter has shown that the ma)or share of the magazine
1s devoted to articles which agparently originsted with the

Democratic Digest'!s own editorisl staff, we must consider

these sources from which articles are directly condensed and
reprinted 1n order to achieve a satisfectory description of

a magazine of this type.

The Code
In addition to thls category of analysis, however, the

research design for thils project includes those sources which
are guoted within the srticles, both reprinted and original.
This distinction is more clezsrly made in thet section of the
ccde reproduced below:

"l. For those articles attributed to a prior source,

(category 3 of the article-tyre code) the sources

will te noted.

"2, Within sn article, mention is often made of the

sources frcm which the article was drawn, both by

direct end indirect methods of gquotation. These

scurces will be noted and coded separately from of
category 1, sbove,."



From now on cztegory 1 will be rcferred to as the

article scurce cztegory end catsgory £ es the guote sourcs.

Ccding procecures for the erticle source category were sim-
rle and straightforward. The ascribed scurce of eesch con-
cdensed or reprinted article, speecn, snd csartoon was simply
written down next to the code number of the article. Coding
tne guote sources was e more arduous job, but the mechenics
were equclly simple. Trhe earticles were scanned, and each
time an individual or news crgan wss quoted, eithner direct-
ly or indirectly, the source wzs noted and its freguency of

use vithin the article coded.

Articles

Let us firzt ccnsidser the article scurce czterory. 4s
wes previcusly mentioned, there were ZZ7 2rticlzs wiilch were
attributed to a prior source, of which 2¢9 were reprints or
conlensetions of srticles from formel publications and E8
from speecnce. Considering for the moxent only thoss arti-
cles from formal new. orgzns, i.e. newspepers snd magazines,
we find thet 106 sources were regresentsd. ‘ihen vie exeirine
these 106 sources we find thzt the most frequently used
nineteen acccunt for 137 of the reprinted articles or £2.5%
of the esrticles of Type Thrce-b. Of these nineteen sources,
all but two gre newspepers. The most frequently used sour-

ces and thelr resgective frequencies are prescnted in the

c2bole below in the order of their use.
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Table 3
Leading Reprint Sourcecs of the Democcratic Digest By
Frequency
sSource Frequency
Dayton Dally News 19
St. Louls Post-Dispatceh 12
New York Times 11
Milwaukee Journsl 10

New York Herald Tribune
Christien Sclence Monitor
Reporter

paltimore Sun

Wasnington Dally News
Kansas City Ctar

Newark Evening News
Arkansas Gazette
Charlotte News
~washington Star
Washington Post and Times Herald
Atlanta Constitutilon
Berkshire Eagle
Greensboro Daily News
Overset

QOO I3 OO W

Total 157

It 1s iInteresting to note that the paper from which articles

are most frequently reproduced, the Dayton Dally News, is

not one which would be generally consldered one of natlonal
influence. It 1s interesting slso to examine the circulatlon
figures of the most frequently used sources. Only one, the

New York Times and Times Magazine, has a circulation of over

500,00C., The St. Lcuils Post-Dispatch, illwaukee Journal, New

York Herald Tribune, Kansas City Star, end lashington Post

and Times Herald have circuletions over 300,000. In the
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circulation range from 200,0CC to 300,0C0 we find the Ralti-

more Sun, Newgrk Evening News, end iasnington Star. The

Deyton Deily News, Christien Science Monitor, %eshington

Deily News, end Atlenta Constitution have circulations in thse

100,000 to 200,000 range. Under 1C0,0C0 in circulation are

the Charlottz News, iArkensas Gazette, Creensboro Dzily MNews,

and LEepcrter magazine. No circulation figures were svail-

able in Ayer's Directory1 for the Berkshire =2gle and Cverset.

Table 4
The Geographlc Distribution of Digest Reprint

e

Sources by Frequency

Area South Mldwest Northeast 7iashington Far YWest
Sources 22 2l 18 4 8
Articles 61l 74 60 23 10

Sources in
top 19 5 4 5 3 -

Articles in
top 19 32 59 41 22 -

The geogrephlic areas vere deflned in the szme way as

those of The Voter Decides.® To this classificetion, how-

ever, Washington, D. C. was added as & speclial area. Thse

1N. We. Ayers and Sons, Lirectory of Newspespers and
Pericdicals, Fhiladelphia: N. V. Ayers and Sons, 1555.

e Angus Campbell, Gerald Guren and VWarren Miller, The -
Votzar LDecides, =Zvanstcn, Illinois: Row, Peterson end Com-
rany, 1555.
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cosmoo0litan makeup of the populaetion of this city makes it
difficult to classify it as either lZouthern or crthezstern
in cheractsr. 1In addition to this, the cilty 1s of peculiar
golitical ixpcertance and tnis is reflected in the cneractzr
of its prece and the nuader cf erticles chosen froa its

owrece for regroduction in thse Lizzst,

n

r

¢

Tr.zr re some further observatiocns to bz made gbout

™
[©]

the @rticle sources of the Tzuoceratic Ti.cct. Cne rather

striking fect which arices from the deta we nave 1s the pre-
dominance of delly newspaspers as the sources of the Cemo-

cretie Tipest., (f the nineteen most heavily used sources,

s

gssventeen were newspepers, ons 'as 2 magazine, and onc %Wae
unidentifizacle from the sources at hand. Considering the
universe of scurces, rather than the top nineteen, the mass
circulation megazines were lightly represented. Fcur arti-

cles were taken from Tirms, znd one sach from Collier's,

Zsgulre, lNevsveek, and Fortuns. I can think of three exglan-

etions of this phenomena, end it seems to me likely thzt all
vere operating. The mazss clirculstlion msgazines 2re gener-

)

ally wmore conservative in their outlock thon the Derccratic

Dices

¢est, Indeed some politicel observers will scsert thet they

show a pro-Republican bizs. This belng the czce there mey

not be much in them thzt the Democreatic Digest wiches to re-

print. It 1is also lixely thet the sccle of regrint rztes

from the top-circulztion magazines 1s =2pt to be higher than
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that of dally newspapers or of the "political magazines."
In acdition to this much of the material in mass-circula-
tion magazines 1s not ccncerned with political problems,
though this explanation does not apply to the weekly news
magazlnes.

“hen we conslder those "political magazlneé" which are
generally ccnsidered to be ths spokesmen of "liberslism" in
the United States, we find them poorly represented compeared
to the dailly newspapers, but well represented in comparison
to the mass-circulation magazines. Four articles were re-

printed from the New Recpublic, three from Conmonweal, two

from the Nation and New Leader and one from Progressive. The

Reporter, with a circulation of 80,000, is the only magazine
in the top nineteen sources. In a classificeticn of maga-
zines it seems to fall somewhere in between the mass-circu-
lation "slicks" and the "little magazines."

Labor newspapers are only slightly repreéented among the

article sources of the Democratlc Digest, and no CIO papers

are reprinted. During the perlod studied only three articles
were reprinted from lsbor newspepers. Thet there is a close
political connection between the CIO and the Cemocratic Party
Is a "fact" seldom questioned, but the sources of the Demo-

cratic Digest do not support thnis view. Perhaps the labor

newspapers are too "locagl" in character to provide grist for

the LDigest's mill. Certeinly they are not a major source
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category. It 1s Lossible, of course, that the poor quality
of vwrliting end reperting of labor pspers is 2 major reason

for the slignt use of thess scurces, out the speech sources
cf the Cigest also reflect tais choracteristic, vinich seems

to vitiete this explanation.

Certoons
There wers 418 cartoons in the first eighteen issues of

the Lemccratic Tizzst. These cartcons were rerrintec from

78 different sources including thcsas wnich originated with
the mezgazline itself. The ten most frecucntly used sources
accounted for 248 cartoons, or £9.6% of the total. In the
cese of the analyslis of cartoon sources it was felt that the
relatively small number (compared with letterpress articles)
of cartoons origineting with the Digest ergued in favor of

treating the Demccratic Digz2st as a source on the szme level

as the other magazines. Tnere were only &7 cartoons in the

period studled which were criginals with the Dercocretic

Digest, and 15 of thecse were individual penels cof two car-
toon comic strizs which apgeared during the period studied.
The table following glives the ten most cften used sources
and their frequency.

In the anslysis of the cartoon sourcss of the Zigest we
find & much more compact group of sources then when we con-
sidered tne letterpress articles. Tne 299 articles winich

appeared were taoken from 1C6 different sources, and 19 sources
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Teble 5

Leading Cartoon Scurces by Frequency

Source Frequency
washington Post and Times Herald 44
Originsl 37
Des Molnes Register 31
Nashville Tennessean 21
Sacramento Bee 27
St. Louls Fost-Dispatch 20
Greensboro Dally News 20
Atlanta Ccnstitution 16
Leuisville Courier-Journal 14
NZA Syndicate 12
Totel 248 - 59.6%

were necessary before fifty percent of the articles could be
accounted for. In the cese of cartoon sources, however, we
find that sixty percent of the far lerger number can be
attributed td only ten scurces, while the entire body of
cartoons wes drawn frem only 78 different newspapers and
regazines. It seems most probable that thils ccncentretion
Is due to editorial requirements in just as large a measure
es to the political character of the Amsrican press. If we

essume that the Democratic Tigest will reprint articles and

cartoons which exyress the editorial attitudes of the maga-
zine, ths largely conservative nzture of the imerican press
restricts tne area of harvest. 7ith certoons, still esncther
facter 1s introduced. Compared to the number of people who

cen writ

(O]

a literate sentence, the univsree of competent
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cartoonists of any sort of political affiliation 1s small.
It 1s my convicticn th=t the sources of politicsl cartoons
are more restricted then thet of articles bscause the number
of competent cartoonliszts cn politiczl subjects 1s small. A4is
the 1ssues chzpter will show, a notliceable pcrtion of the

cartoons of the lCecmocratic Digest are not specificslly parti-

sen. Ainong the top ten those from the Des liolnes Reglster

and the NEA Syndicate seldom 1f ever mention party names or
include party labels such as the docnkey and elephant. This
vwould seem to indicate that the sourcse of political cartoons

is so restricted that even the highly pertisaen Tcrmocratic

PCigest must reprint the not directly partisen cartooné of
Interlandi end Lichty in order to fill their peges.

There 1s enother polint of diffcrence between csrtoon
sources and article sources. In the certoon, the source can
be traced back one step further than 1is generally the case

with a reprinted article. For Vashington Fost and Tires Fer-

gld in our table of cartoon sources one can read Herblock,

for Des Moines Reglster, Interlendi, and sc forth fcr all the

papers of the top ten. Criginal cartoons esre generally un-
signed, except thet an occasional Herblock 1s not cited as a
reprint.

e find the same under-representation of the "slick"
megazines in the certoon scurce anslysis as became apperent

in our article source tre=ztment. Cne czrtocn appecred from
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the New Vorxer, and one from The “aturday Tveninc

C
e

ct

Fost. The

labor press was repgrecented bty one cartcen from the !'ilwaukee

L=bor fFress and one from The icchirnict, e do find sicilar-

ities between the most frequently used sources of articles
and those of cartcons.

T\

ne Zt. Louls Fost-Dispatch was secona in frecuency-renk

as an erticle source, sixth as & cartoon source. The ashing-

ton Fost and Ti.es Herzld was fiftecenth as en article scurce,

'y

first as cartcon. The Atlonta Concstitution was sixtesnth as

en srticle source and eighth as cartoon, and the Crcensboro

pelly llews was elghtesnth in frecguercy rank as en articls

scurce and seventnh as cartcon scurce. o newspaper beth in
the top nineteen article sources znd tcp ten cartocn sources
rrovided more crticles than czrtocnes, @ furtner reflection of

the concentreted nzature of the cartcon source category.

ruslication qucte Sources
The sources chosen fer the articles and certcons of the

Demccratic Dilicst give the careful reader an impression of

bringing before the zudi=nce tne newsgagp:-r stories and atti-
tudes cf a segment of the imerican press ccmpletely unknown
outside their own balliwick. This 1s perticularly e .pzrent
in the article scurce cstegcery.

There was a total of S2 news s qucted in the eigh-

[
&

caper
teen coded issues of the Democrcstic Tipest. Twenty-four

megazines were gucted during this s=rpe periced, slceng with 17

other sorts of publiceticns, books, specizl reperts, etc.



Table 6

Leaclng MNewcspzper Luote fources by Fregquency

Source Freguency
New York Times o7
~ashington rost end Times Heresld c8
washington Star 22
#all ctrest Journsal 17
£t. Louls Fost Disp=ztch 15
New York Herald Tribune 13
Christian Sciznce Monitor 12
New York Post 11
YWiashington Delly News 10
Total 255

Forty-five newspapsers end fifteen magazlnes were quoted more
than once. The tctal number of newspeper quotes was 442,

The top nine newsgepers accounted for 255 guotes or 57.675 of
the total. The magazines were qguoted & total of 98 times in

the first 18 1ssues of the Democratic Digest. The top filve

sources were quoted 59 times for 60.2% of the total,

Tabls 7

Leadling Magazins Quote EScurces by Freqguency

source Frequency
Time 20
Life 14
Fortune 11
Euslness 'eek 7
New Kepublic 7

Total 59
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The differsnce in character between the sources from

which the Temocratic Digest quotes and those from which it

reprints entire articles 1s a_parent in the composition of
thess two tables. Two of the most often quoted newspapers
did not appezr on the list of the nineteen most frequent

sources of reprinted articles. These are the %all Street

Journal and the llew York Post. However, the top two news-

papers dominate even the top nine. The nine most frequently
quctsd papers account for 57.6% of all ths quotes from news-
papers, but the two most frequently quocted, the New York

Tizes and the 7ashingtcn PFost and Times Herzld account for

155 quotes, or 35.17% of the total. Cbviously, the relative

stress betieen the Times and Post and Times Herald es srticls

sources, where they accounted for six percent of the totzl
reprinted articles, and quote sources, wnere they account for
35.1% of the total coded quctes is worthy of note end attemp-
ted explenetion. First, hcewever, 1t should be noted that

Time, Life, and Fortune all had frequencies comparabls to the

top nine newsparers, and thet none of these were represented

as frequent erticle sources. It is in the discussion of

these facts that a "qualltative" element must necessarily be

introduced into the analysis, though not for the first time.
As was mentioned earlier, the most frequently cited

newspaper, as article source, is not one whicnh would be gener-

ally considered a "grestige" or "nationaslly-significant®
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paper. Cn the other hand, the lLicw York Ti es end ths zch-
i

ncten Fost end Times Eerald eare cdefinitely closer to sn

"ideal-type™ of '"prestigeful" pzper then the Teyton D=ily

lews. Indeed, the entire list of nine frequently used quote-
sources gives the reader more of en izgirescion of asutnorita-

tiva sources of nevis znd politicel cormentary thcn doss thet

of the most frequent nineteen. Almost all of the cuocting

wze done 1n those articles wi.ich originated with the Temo-

cratic Digezt, so that we are feced with the t=sk of explain-

ing this difference in the character of the two lists.

Interpretation
The erticle and cartocn sources categories do not dis-
gley vhet we would normzlly ccnsider a cross-scecticn of the
"crestigc!" presc. They esre, in fact, heavily welghted with

newsygapers wnicn are reletively unkncwn outsids their locel

¥

arsae, The cuote-source cztegerics, cn the cther hand, are

*
S

ruch clescr tc bein: a szmple of the Lmerican "prestige®
presc. This probably displays a difference in purpose inso-
fer es use of scources is concernec. I should surcgest that
the weighting tcwards little known pspers 1n the article
source cotegory is the recult of the hssvily Zepublican

t

charzctar of the nztion's gress. rerhaps it displeys a con-

The argument could oe m=de thet the Zipgest dlstorts the

views of the grestigeful sources by gucting out of context.
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This 1s true insofar as any guote 1is "out of context" and
therefore changes meanling. It seems likely tnet tne Demo-

cratic Dipest draws different conclusions from those maga-

zines which 1t gquotes as to the mutters discussed. If not,
the editors would grobably use article-lzsngth reproduction in
order to taxke advantzge of the "asuthcerity" of the quote-
sources. Thils study did not attacl the problem of the con-

textual accuracy of Lemocratic Disest quotes; however, it

vould seem that this could be done. I should hazard the
hypothesis that such a study would find tnet the quotes were
largely fectual statemsnts on economice or politlcel effairs

which were used by the Ligest in a new interpretztion.






Chaptsr V

INDIVIDUALS 43D GRG.LNIZATIONE 1D TEES DINOCRATIC

The Code and the Coding
A mere examination of the publication sources of the

Democrztic Digest 1s not sufflcient to descrlbe the places

from which that magezine drews its news. The individuals
and organizetions which it quotses ere aslso a part of this
study. Individuals quoted in the articles of the Digest were
classified into four categorilss for the purposes of analysis.
These were l.epublican, Lemocratle, Columnist, and Cther.

An individual wes coded as Repubtlican whensver he was a
mercber of the EZlsennower Administrstion, or a present or
pest mewmoer of Congress of Kepublican effiliation, or was
otherwlise 1dentified es & meaber of the Recpublliecan Farty
during the process of quot=tion. The cztegery Democratic was
used to describe an individu=l prominently effiliated with
the Democratic Perty, present or past members of Congress
aifiliated with the Democratic Ferty, and those indlividuals
ldentified with the Democretic Farty during the process of
quotetion. An individual ves coded as Cclumnist when he was
so identified during the process of quotation. OCther, the
reslidusl category, was subjected to a detaliled snalysis re-

ported later 1n the chepter. An orgenization wes coded as
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the quote source vwhenever a statement was identified =as
coming from an organized, titled group or 2n individual
ldentified =25 the spokesman for such a group during the pro-
cess of quotation.

In the csses where an indlividuel was identified as both
Columnist and Party-member the identificetion as Columnist
took precedence. Further, one identification as party-
menber or columnist was enough to ccumit repeatsd quotes by
that individual Into those categories. During the codlng
process it was seldom necessary to cross-check the identifi-
catlon of individuals, but all those who were assigned to
the Cther ceategcry were screened for possible previous iden-
tificetion as rembers of cne of the otner three categcries.
iiore than ninety percent of the total individuel and organi-
zetion cquotes occurred in the articles which orlglineted with
the megzzine, end es there were no significant differences
in the composition by categeries between the two types of
articles there will be no presentzticn of a cross-znalysis
by erticle type.

In the originel resesrch deslign it wes intendsd tc code
all incdividual mentions as a technigue for examining the

focus of Domocratic Tigcst attention to individuels in the

political erena. During the trial coding period the codilng
of three random issucs disclosed that the 1ndividual quote
category covered agiroximately the same group of individuals

as did the coding of individuel mention. Upon reflection
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this fact was easy to explain. In the first place, any

gquote of an individusl would have been coded as an individual
mention, so that guotes, already coded 1n another category,
formed a silzable proportion of the totel sample. Further, a
quote of an individual typlcelly led to repested mentions as
the quote was discussed. <come frequency changes were appar-
ent when individual mention totals were compsred with indivi-
dual quote totals, but the positions of the most frequently-
coded individuals did not change, and the proportional
diiferences between categories did not differ significantly.
It was therefore declded thst the use of the individual men-
tion category would be an inefficient addition to the totel
analysis, since the sample period disclosed thet a sizable
proportion (375%) of the entries would be duplicates of the
individuel quotse entries. Also, it scemed improbzable that
any further informzation would be produced which would change
the analytic conclusions of the attention thet the Cemocratic
Digest pald to individuals. ZSpot checks of articles which
contalned a high frequency of individuel mention during the

formal coding peridd tended to confirm this decision.

Party lMembers
During the period coded there were 1368 quotes in the

Democretic Digest. Republicans were quoted 725 tlues, 53% of

the total. Democrats accounted for 219 quotes or 16%.

Columnists were quoted 102 times, 7.57 of the totsl.



61.

Crganizations had 65 quotes vhich is 4.7% of the total num-
ber, and Other individuals were quoted 257 times for 18.8%
of the total individuel and organization quotes,

Let us first consider the party-member designationé.
The difference in quote freguency tetwesn party members 1is
cerried out when we examine the numbers of party members
quoted. Only 76 Lemocrats wvere guoted es opposed to 1237 Re-
publicans. The histogrers below graphically illustrate

these differences.

Figure I

Individual (uotes by Party
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Republican Democratic Rerublican Democratic

Quote-Freouency Individuals onoted Freouency

We shall now examline the breakdown of Eepublican indivi-
)

duels. As might be expected, Presicent Eisenhovwer 1is the
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most frequently qucted Republlcen indivicdual. He vcs gucted
187 times. This also mekes him the most frequently quoted
individual in any cetegory by e wide margin. Among Republi-
cans, Secretary of Ctzte Dulles was second with 55 quotes

and Senator McCerthy third with £1. Members of the Rerubli-
cen administration were quoted a total of 479 times, end the
Presldent, Vice-Presldent and the Cabinet accounted for 283
of these., Of the remaining 96 quotes by other members of the
Republican administretion, R. Scott lcLeod and Fhilip Young
of the Civil Service Commission leed with 16 and 11 quctes re-
spectively. The followlng grerh shows reletive frequeﬁcies
of Republican members of the cabinet when compared with Adlal
Stevenson, who must be considered the nation's most prominent
Democrat. As the frequency gragh shcws, five members of the
Republican administration surpassed Ztevenson in qucte fre-
quency for the firest elighteen icsues of this Democratic pub-
licztion. Dulles' high position as a quote-originator 1is

probably due to the heavy ettention which the Democratic

Digest pays to foreign affeirs. Ezra Taft Tenson ls repeat-
edly quoted in connection with the Digest's attack on the
Regublican handling of the farm problem. MNixon does not gilve
the impressicn of being connected with any particular 1ssue,
but rather with the Republican positicn generally. Brecwnell
1s often connected with the Loyalty-Security rrogram. £Epeci-
fic information on the conneccticn of various 1ndividuals with

particular pclitical 1ssues will be found in the next chapter.



63,
Figure II

Eisenhower and Cabinet and Stevenson - Individual
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hen we consider the comparlson of Fepublican versus
Democretic Zenasters we find a lone exception to the standard
Digest practice cf empnasizing the Hepublicen position. The
two mcst prominently quoted Senators were Republlcan Zenator
Joseph McCarthy of 7isccnsin with 51 quotes and Democratic
Senatcr Albert Gore of Tennessee with 46 quotes. Forty=-one
of Sehator Gore's quctes occurred in one Interview article
with the Senator on the Dixon-Yates problem, while McCarthy's
prominence 1s to be expected in the light of hls close con-
nection with the question of the government Lecyalty-fecurity
program. Including these two hsavily quoted Senators we find
that 13 Fepubliczan Zeznztors were quoted 101 times, wnile 23
Democratic Senators had a total of 111 quotes. Perheps this
reversal, slight though it 1s, of the usual Fepubllcan domin-
eticn may be attributed to an attempt on the part of the
Dicest to emphasize the role of varlous Democratic Cen=ztors
as spokesmen of party policy. After Gore, the most fre-
quently quoted Zenators were Barkley, 15 quotes, esnd Douglas
end Humphrey, six each. These gre "llbercl" Zenators when
compared with Senate Majority Leader Jonnson, vho weas quoted
only once. One might consider thst Democratic superiority
in Senator-quotes is merely a reflection of tne Lemocratic
control of the Senate. However, the Democrsts also control
the House of Fepresentatives and here the usual pattern of

Rcpublican cuote-superiority was carrisd out. =zZightecen
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Republican Representatives were quoted a totol of 46 times
and 11 Democrats were guoted only 16 times. Re.resentatives
Reed, Velde, and kartin, all staunch conservatives, led the
Republicaens with seven, five, and five quotes rssgectively.
SpeaLer Sam Feyburn was tne most frequently quoted Cemocra-
tic Representetive witn four cquotes.

we shell exemine the breszkdown of ¢guotes of those Demo-
crats vho ere not wembers of Ccngrees., 4clel =. Stevenson,
the recently defested presidential cancdidate, usuclly con-
sicered the "lezder™ of the Dernccratic rzrty ves quoted £2
tires, ©3terhen i1.ltchell, who w=s Chairzicn of the Democfatic
I'ational Committee during the pericd of this study, and fer-
rer rresident Herry S. Truman viero the next most freguently
gucted non-congressionzl Democrats with nine each. The rs-
reining 52 quotes by non-congrescsionel Democrats were scatter-
ed among 39 individuels. It is intcresting to ncte that
Zleanor Rcosevelt was qucted four times, while her husband,
the four-time elacted Decmocratic presidant wez cited only
thrice, and W.odrow 7ilscn received six quotee for the period
studied.

It seeins rszscnable to compare tne other non-congress-
icnal Democrats catsgory with that of the "other™ Republicans.
That 1s to say those individuels wno were neitner riembers of
the current aAdministrztion nor c¢f tne Congress. There werse

€9 quotes sttributed to a totzl of &3 'otner" Rzpubliczns.



66.

The histogrems below compere the leaders in both the non-
cengressional Democrats and "Cther' Regcublicans categerles,

and the totals for the two subdivisions.
Figurs III

wuote and Individual Frequencies for Leading kon-
Congressional Democrets and "Cther™ Republicans
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Crganizations

The remsining catezcries of incdividusl and orgenizstion
quotes are not specifically partisan in the sense that every
ecber of these aralytlc divisions 1is defiritely clacssified
es an aanerent of ons or the other of the major pcliticel
partizs. 1In the Crganizstion quote categery, hovwever, we do
heve certaln politically effiliated groups, even though not
every qguote originator cen be ascribed & political label.

There sre 65 direct organization-cuotes in the TZcmceratic

Dizzet during the upericd studled, end they represent stzte-
ments by 38 different groups. Ag2in we have the Republican
Party more heavlly represented then the Democratic. The Re-
publicen Flatforwms of verious years are quoted elgnt tires
and the Regublican ational Cecumittee, six. A resoluticn by
the Vilsconsin Republican State Convention 1s quoted once.
This glves a total of fifteen quotes by various organizations
of the Republican rParty. By ccntrast, the Democratlic Nat-
ionel Committes is quoted twice, and the Young LCemocrets
once, for a total cf three cuotes for crgenizations of the
Democratic Party. 32usiness and business orgenizations are
quoted eight times, unions five times and ferr organizations
once. The tebls below gives a brezkdown of orgenization
guotes by type of crgenizaticn. The non-partisan classifica-
tion includes such organizatiocns as the leticnzl Planning

hAzsocietion, three quctes; kational Zduceticn Lessccietion,
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four quotes; Ccuncil for Federal 4id to Zduceticn, four

quotes; Moustcn Minute Women, six cuotss, etc.

Table 8

Orzanization jucte Ccurces ty Tyce of Crgaenization

end Frequency

Type of Crgenlzation r
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total number of organizstion gquotes 1s probably too
permit any detailed conclusions as to the editorial
of the Ligest, even though 1t 1s the complete uni-

organlizaticns cuoted for the eighteen month period.

There certeinly seems to be a continuation of the psttern of

Republicen emphaesis which vwe saew in the analysis of the cuotes

of individuels. In addition to this, we find thet businesses

end business organizastions are more heavily gucted than unions

and farm organizations put together, sltnough here the absol-

ute frequencies are so lov that no stetistical meesure of

gignificance 1s possible.
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Columnists and "Others™"

During the period coded tne Demccrzatic Dizest cquoted 29

different newspepsr columnists a total of 1C2 times. e
shall edopt the tecrnigue used in the chapter on asrticle
sources for tnhe tabuler prescntetion of iInformation of thess
men. e find that the columnists in the table below account

for 57 of tha totel of 102 guotes, or 56%.

Table 9

Columnists es Juote Source by Freguency

Colurnist Frequency
Jocerh ard Stewart Alsop 17
walter Lipcimenn 12
Thomes L. Stokes 8
airic tevareld 5
Eylvia Forter S
David Lawrence 5
Derothy Tnompson 5
Total &7

It seems 1llksely that the use of columnists as guote

sources 1in tne Democretic Digest rzlctes closcly to their

use of prestige newspepers uwnich wse expleored in the pre-
cacdlirg chapter. Certainly the two most frequently cited

columns sre prestigeful sources par excellance, and if any

ccmment can be made et all about the generzl choice of col-

vnnists as quote sourcs of the Dzmocretic Dizect it 1s the

S
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apparent emphasls of the "think™ men over the "inslde-dope-
sters." Thils emphasis, coupled with the dearth of "liberal™
columnists seems to have structured the choices of the

Digest as to who to guote most frequently.

The remaining category of the individual and organiza-
tion quote code 1s the "Uther" individual category. Two-
huncred fifty-seven quctes were zttributed to the 177 indivi-
duals who were classifled in thils ceategory, and it seems
necessary to supply detalled informaticn es to the breakdown
of the individuals in this ceategory in the 1light of the high
(18.8) proportion of totsl quotes whose originators fell in
this ceategory. For thils detailed breakdown a nine-fcld sub-
clasgification of individuzls was used. Tne cetegories were:
(1) Literary and Historical figures; (2) Foreigners of cur-
rent political prominence; (3) Zxperts, including college
professors, ministers, Judges, and all those individuals
cited as expgerts during the process of quotation; (4) Indivi-
duals of current political interest not specifically affilia-
ted with any mejor pcliticel perty; (5) 2usinessmen; (6)
Faermers; (7) Union representztives and individuals identified
as working men; (8) Military figures; and (9) Residual. The
table below glves the frequency breakdown on these diiferent
sub-categories.,

The relative dominance of llterzry and historlcal figures

as a sub-category of this classificetion 1s explained by a
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Table 10

"Other®" Individuals as Zuote Source by Category
and Frequency

Category iiumber of l'umoer of
Individuals Luotes

Literery end Historicel Figures 517 81
ixperts 417 66
Forelgn Foliticel Filzures 16 26
Deomestic Foliticel Filgures 11 20
SBusinessmen 10 18
Farmers 12 15
Lebor end Union Spokesken 6 6
ilitery Flgures 1 11
Kesidual 11 14
Total 177 257

particular type cf srticle wnich was comrmonly contained in

the Democratic Digest during the period studied. Tvery

coded lssue of the Digest conteined one or two one-page arti-
cles wnich consistzd entirely of brief quotations or sphcr-
lsms on a glven topic by a number of individuals. The sub-
Jects for these articles ranged from "Sgringtime™ to "Rell-
glon and fclitics." The expert cotegory vas used to account
for gll those individuels who were referred to as experts 1in
one fleld or another in the process of cuotzation. Also in-
clucded 1n tnis category are zll tnecse individuals who were
ldentifled as college professors, ministers, or Judges. It
ls assumed thet the common charecteristic in all of these
eppeletions 1s the appeal to the superior knowledge of the

individuale quoted as giving added welght to their viewvis.
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iiors 1ndividuals were quoted in tnis category than in
the categcry of non-congrescsional Democrats (47 as opposed
to 4Z) so that 1t would seem that the Digect editors sesk
the appeal to sutnority on the same level of frequency as
the appeel to partisan individuals. As regzrds the rest of
the table, 1t is pgrobzoly a reflection of the Digest's empha-
sls on forelgn policy which lzeds to the relatively heavy
uotation of Frorsign roliticel Figurcs. They are cuoted more
frequently than non-partisan domestic pcliticzl figures, a
category including such diverse individusls es Eernerd Earuch
and Harvey Latusow, end also lead buslnessmen, fermers, unlon
spokesmen, end militsry figures, both in frecuesncy of guotes
end nucbers cf individuels. The frequencies invclved are not
high enough to call fecr statiétical techniques of signifi-
ance tzsting, especlielly whoen we consider thet the only in-
formetion such techniques could produce would be that the

distribution of individuals encng these rather esrbitrarily

{\\

assigned categories of cleszeificztion micnht, or mlcht not be

due to chance.

Speeches

In the first eizhtzsen 1ssues of thne Loxocrztic Tigect

38 speeches were reprinted. Thers seems to be no particuler
pattern to the cholce of men whose sgcecnes were reprinted,

except, of course, thzat thsy were gcnerclly of profacssicns

d‘

with scme beoaring on politics. The sgeaches of eizh
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Senatcrs were reprinted, and Lyndon Jchnson, the Democratic
cenate Leader, was chosen three times., SiXx sgeeches regro-
duced vere by men in the rsdio and newspzper business. Four
Representetives hzd speeches regroduced, and two of Zam Ray-
burn's vere cnosen. There were no speeches by Stevenson re-
grinted as sepasrzte erticles, but he was of'ten quoted. Tix-
trresident Truman had one speech resrinted. The speeches of
three Republlicesn politicel figurss were reprinted. Senztor
Jenner of Indiszna, Reprezentetlive Zow of Onhio, 2nd 11f Lendon,

the defeated presidential cancdidate of 1936 were the men so

honored.

Generzal Findings

vwnen we consider tne total findings of this section of

the code the emphasis of the Dcmeeratiec Digest on kepublican

activity 1is the cerdinal fact vhich 1s repestedly thrust be-
fore us. Only one of the sub-clacsifications of pertisen-
quctes, that of tenators, showed Lemocratic superiority in
quote frequency. FEepublican Lensztors were not guoted as fre-
gquently as Lemocrats, obut the wcet frequently quoted single
Zenater was a Leyubllican, lelerthy, eand his quotes were scat-
tered throughcut articles in the gezrly porticn of the codlng
period vhile the rost frequently guoted Lemocratic Senstor,
Gore of Tennessee, raen up nis high total ss & result of one

intervisw article. Certainly the [=smocreotic Dizest erends

most of its time talking about Xepublicen individuals. The
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fact thet & kepublicen adoinistretion is 1in povier must be
essumed to account for some of this emphasis, but there is
also the strong pozsibllity thet the editors of the _izest
have adogted the o0ld politicel cempsign tscinigue of concen-
trating thelr attenticn cn their opponents! misdecsds In the
months since the ccding of the Digest ceased, the Democrotic
rarty has enncunced thzat tney will run 2zzinst the record of

Zlsenhower in the next election. The flgures con individusl

ettention which thils study produced show thst the Democratic

Digest, at least, began teliking about ths Iresident in grsat
fregquency far 1in advei.ce of any puolic eancuncsiaent.

Trie role assuusd by the Democrztic Ticest as e neus

disseminator sesiis to be that of concentrating ettention on
Republican mistakes, not only the mistaikes of the grecseznt =d-
ministration but of prececdins ones (Hoovser 1s quoted more
frequently than Stevenson). nils would seem to reilse an im-
portant question in terms of the futurs course cof the rege-
zine. Acsuming that the Democrats successfully recz.ture the
Administretion, end it must be essuned that this 1s an end to

which Dcaocrztic Dissst activities ere directed, whet will

the Digest have to talk about? 11l the progorticn of atten-
tlon devotecd to Republican individuels and stznds cn political
issues, the subject of the next chsgter, racsin the csne?

Or, will the zctions of a Democretic asldministretion receive a

share of coverage sianiler to thut whilch the Regublicen 4ddiin-

istr=tion now recelves? Considering the ea_.resis whicn the



megazine places on tha statoments and sctivities of a spowces-
zan of en edxzinlstration ocut of effice for over tucaty yours
I would venture to predict thet, should the Tizest continue
as a publicetion after a Democratic victery, 1ts emphusis
wculd still be on the cppcsition prrty's activities and
statements, though perhaps not such an overwholming enphasls
es now exlsts.,

This interpgretaztion, however, 1s strictly an unt- ctod
hypothesis, based on, but not tested by, the informmtion in
this study. The position of the Domocratle party aa nn "outh
group in American politlics precludes positive pollcy uéti-
vity, since the Republicans control this functlon of the
government. In additicn to thils, the national orgunizeation
of the Democratic Farty faces the problem of esvolding dle-
sention in the ranks and 1t 1s much ezsi«r to get syroomont
on dislikes than on a positive program. There oro many ron-
sons which can be glven for the prezent cmphecls on Ttwpublli-
cans and Republicen programs. Thece cunnot be winnowed ond
tested by a study of thls type. Glven this datw 1t 1s pouu-

ible to assesrt the hypothesls thot the Lemocrutle Lijeit

would change significantly should the FPepublicsnu lonn cons
trol of the Administration. Ly prefercnco for the other

hypothesis 1is based on & tentutive theoory of the purpoca of

generslly woich will be put forth 1o the finol enoptor,
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To shift now from the analysis of the specific informa-
tion to the general impressions of a reader of the megazine,
ve find, as might be expected, thzat the two reinforce each

other. '“hen one reads the Democratic Dicest he is iinmedia-

tely 1mpressed by the fact that the magazine spends most of
its effort and space 1n the discuscion of Republicens. The
concentration 1s upon Republican statements, Republican
actions, Republican stands, and Fepublican plans. These arse
occasionally, but only occasionally, balanced by reference

to associated Lemocratic individuals and activities. 1In dis-
cucssion and argument it 1s generally easier, and sometimes
more effective to force your opponent into maintalning a
position and then attack hia for it, than 1t is to put forth
and defend a coherent statement of your ovin position. The

Democratic Digest seems to be a magazine committed to this

technlique., Viithout informstion as to the ectual characters
of the individuals who read the Cigest it 1s 1mpossible to
Judge the efficlency of such s technique. To the critical
reasder the wholesale adoption of it seems to reflect a steri-
lity of positive views. Perhaps thls may be the result of
the long years durlng which the Democratic Party was on the
taking end of this method of attack and had 1little opportun=-
1ty to retaliste in kind. Certainly the Republican campaign
of 1952 was largely based upon this sort of ergument. The

success of that cempaign may be a reesson for the asdoption by
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the Digest of tils technicue. Cne gets the iwprescion tha
tals magazine, at leact, 1Is periectly willing to forget that
the Demccretic Farty ever wes in ccntrol of the gcvernuaent,
end 1s equ2lly willing to nsglect any pesitive su gestions
bassd on the essungticn thet it will cne day 2gain assume
control. "Throw tne rascels ocut," is the dowinant theme of
the Digest. Lany of the artlicles precent shrewd analyses of
tne capabilities of the present Administratlion's irndividucls
for coping with the ;roblesms of government. Cne receives
the Impression thet none of them suggest any specific reasons
to suspect the Democrats would be an improvement.

These generzl comments on the gercelved purpcse cf the
Digest ere, I tnink, consistent with the emphasls on Republi-
cans and Republicen stands which the empirical study found.
There remains the probvlem of politicelly exgedlant slterna-
tives to this approach. Iirst let us meke two comiconsense
ascunpticns: (1) Trne Democratic Furty is only precariously
held together and a mejor pcrtion of this megzzine's efforts
must be bent towards achileving party unity. (2) The msjor
political parties of tne United States ers not priierily
policy-oriented organizetions. It then beccmes clear tha
the tactics of the Dlgsst are scund, and perhsps the only
ones possible 1n the prescnt situation.

If the Democreatic Direst had attempted to forwsrd the

aspirations of one csndidate or "wing" of the party in these
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early montas of 1its existence, the possibility of opening
newly-heeling scars would have been wmuch tovo great. The
only thing thet all factions of thne party can agree on is
that Republlicans are the opponents. Assuming es a fact that
the Labor-Liberegl wing of the party had nowhere else to go,
and could thus be depended on for support even 1if it was ig-
nored, the Digest could best eid the party by underpleying
those rLolicy questions which gave nost offense to the South
(segregetion, offshore o0il), and by emphzsizing those arezs
of asgreeiment within the rarty (Dixon-Vates, lcCarthy, Fcr-
eign FPolicy). Along with tnis placation of the scuth,
accompllished by cholce of sources as well as choice of
lssues, the concervative economic wing of the party was
soothed by the scft-pedaling of direct labor support. This
lgnoring of labor unions es news and pollcy sources was the
"safe" approach. when Labor vas used as a news source it
was lieany rather than keuther for, after all, where else cen
Reuther go?

Perheps the 1mpending elections will procuce policy
planks on which the pasrty cen unite, thus giving the Zemo-

cratlc Digest the posesibility of essuming pcllcy leadership.

As it stznds, however, the pollcy of the Zigsst must be

pclitical expediency.



Chapter VI
THZ PCLITICAL ISSUCS

The task of the ccntent analyst in discussing the the-
metic, or issue, content of communicetion is the most com-
plicatsed and difficult one which he faces. In tnis area the
résearchsr must first decide what his universe will be. It
is possible to adopt a system of abstrection which does not
reflect the major lssues as they are seen by our socliety in
general. For exampls, themes could be divided into appéals
to action 1n economic, military, or psycho-political ereas
of behavior, or by appeals to reason, consclence, or animal
appetites. If the ressarcher chooses to use a scheme cof
classification which preserves some resemblance to the "com-
mon-sense" way of talking about political 1life, there are
£t1ll alternative possibilities of organizasticn. In any
case, the them=tlc area of a content snalysis is certeinly
one which is quite "latent® in Berelscn's use of the concept}'
Using Berelson's argument, 1t 1s therefore the area of anal-
ysis which is least likely to produce reliable information.

Earlisr 1t was sald thet a "coirmon-sense!" classifica-

tion of political 1issues was adopted. This was done, not

1 Sece dliscussion in cnapter II.
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because the resezrcher felt thet any intrinsic theoretical
value resided in the "coummon-sense™ way of talking about
rolitical problems as opgosed to another schere of theore-
tical classification, but because this cholce was in keeping
with one of the m=jor purposes of the thesis., It was hoped
that thils exercise wculd serve as an exploratory study which
might meke further research on this publication poscsivle.
But, there was also &n intention to produce precise informa-
tion which might be of use to the widest possible renge of

students who might wish to talk about the Democrstlic Tigest

at some future time. The iszsue code wes frams=d in a way re-
lated to "cormon-sense™ discourse, then, not because this way
of talklng about Americen politilcs wes assumed to be perti-
culaerly Msensible" s opprosed to any other epproach, but be-

cause 1t was "common."

The Purposes of the Issues Code
The 1ssues code used in this thesis was devlsed 1n en
attempt to produce & system of classificztion which would
give us information on the relative frequency with which the

Lemocratic Zizest talked about major politicel 1lssues of

government. It was alzo designed to give information on the
degree to which the Digest associated with these discussions
of pclitical issues any sgcecific pollicy stetements or stands
attributed to either of the mejor pcliticel pasrties. 1In de;

gigning the cods one issue was cnosen at rzndom from each of
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the three silx-month perioccds which composed the entire tine-

span of the Democratic Tigzest stucdy. These 1issues viere care-

fully read and the cods was then devised which, in the im-
pression cf the ressarcher, explored the major lssues wnich

the srticles and csrtoons of the Licest discussed.

The Code and ths Codirg

l. Foreign rclicy

2. Tara rollicy

3. laturel Rsscurces
4, Tariff Folicy
5. Tz=x Folicy

€. Other Zconomic ilatters

7« Loyalty-Security Irogram

8. Relations between rresident and Ccngress
9. Defense rolicy
10, Cther Iolitlical Iscsues
11. DNon-rolitical Issues

R. Republican stsnd

D. Democratic stand

ls. ‘when en art10192 made reference to organizations,
progres, or indivicduals in terms of thelr effect on the

ections of the United Ztates with respect to 1ts behavior

2 In the following definitions article means article or
cartcon,
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towsrds particular forelgn nations, international organiza-
tions, or the rest of the world, it was coded as discuscsing
category 1, Fereilgn Policy.

2. Articles which discussed past, present, or proposed
governmental activity in terms of its effect cn the fermer
or the agriculturel industry vwere coded s 2, Fari Folicy.

3« Any srticle «hich discussed the past, present, or
frojected exploltation cf the minerel, vegetebdle, or power
resources of the United Stztes, such s soil conservation,
hydroelectrlc power, atcmic energy ss a source of power,
national parks or naticnal forests, weter rescurces, etc. wes
coded as discussing 2, Letur=l Resources.

4., Articles which dliscussed teriffs or reciproczl trade
eagreexcents vere coded es discussions of 4, Tariff Follicy.

5. Articles which referred to the existing tex struc-
ture and texing eactivitlies of government, or to p=zst or pro-
posed changes in this structure or activities were coded as
S5, Tax Pollicy.

6. Articles which discussed any other asctivities of in-
dividuels, groups, or the United States Government with refer-
ence to their effects on the economy generally vere coded as
discussing 6, Cther EZconomic Matters.

7. Jihen an erticle mentioned the lz2ws or executive
orders of the Government which relste to the security programs
of the government, psst, present, or future, or to the

methods of enforecing the laws or regulestions, or to the
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effects of this enforceucnt on individual ceses, or the
efficlency of governrent, 1t wes coded as discussing the
Loyelty-Security Frogrem, 7.

8. Articles which mede reference to disputes or co-
cperation botween the executive branch of government and the
Congiress, or members thereof viere coded as 8, Rel:=tions be-
tween Fresldent and Congrecss.

9. If any mention waes made of the armed services or
clvil dsfense, the article was coded as a discuzsion of
Defense Pollcy, 9.

1Cs The mention of any other govsrnmentzl activities
or of the actions or discussions of politicel parties, or in-
diviguals and groups es they might effect government was
coded under 10, as 2 residual category.

1l. 'ihen an article ves not percelived as mentioning the
actual or potentiel effects on government of any other sorts
cf acticns by any other individuals or groups it was coded es
11, Non-rolitical. This entry was used only when none of the
other categories applied.

R. When the article was coded in one or more of the
preceding categories, and mention wes made of statements or
ections by individuals linked with the Republican party or
by the party itself wnich were connected vwith a coded refer-

ence, the categzory R was checked.,
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D. Tne cestegory T was checked wnen sixzilar refersnce
was made of an individual prominently esscciated with the
Democratic rarty or of the party 1itself.

The weay 1in which the categories were sapplied meant that
oneg article might be coded 285 discuecing several of the
various 1lssue cztegories and elther, botn, or neither of the
party stands cetegories., The summation of 1lssus referencss

will therefore nct equsl the tctzel number of articles.

The Data - Articles

As applied, the code proved to be a better example of
the difficulties of thematic zsnalysis than of the succeés
which a communicatiocn enalyst hopes to attain. In this sec-
tion of the chapter g report will be mads on the data which
the code produced, along with commentary on its deficiencles
eand the things which I think were responsible for them and
suzgesticns on possible changes which might mske 1t possible
to avcid these mistckes in the futurs.

The 1issues code produced the following results vhen
arplied to all the articles end cartoons of the Dicest.
Obviously, the relstively lerge frequency with which cstegory
10, Ctner Foliticel Issue, was used demonstrztes a deep week-
necs in the code es & description of the tetsl political con-
tent of the megazine. As reasonably exhzustive as the cate-

gories secemed at the time of design, they obviously did not
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Table 11

Issucs by Cetegory and Frequency fcr All irticles
and Cartoons

-_—

Category Frequency of Hefererce Total
Article Cartoon

1 70 48 118
2 41 12 54
3 21 20 41
4 12 4 16
) 21 25 62
6 51 61 112
7 55 417 102
8 43 67 110
9 25 21 56
10 126 104 230
11 227 41 268
R 413 523 726
D 71 2 133

specifically classiiy meny "governmental activities . . .
actlons or discussions of political parties, or individusls
and groups as they might effect government . . ."3

Lst us examine ths sub-classificetions and see if dif-
ferences can be found which help exylain this deficilency.
In tha table below ere the issuss as they were discussed in

Articles of Type Two, those which originated with the Demo-

cratiec Direst.

In those articles which originatsd with the Digest, the
political issues code was used 289 times and only 47 of two-

hundred srticles of Type Two ccntelned no discussion of

S Definition of Categery 10, pzge 83,
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Issues by Cztesgory, Frecusncy, and rzrty Stands for
Criginal irticles

Cetegory Total Republicsan Democratic
Freguency Stand Stand

1 34 21 3
2 gl el 0
3 9 9 2
4 12 12 1
) 10 9 2
6 e 24 e
7 22 32 1
8 27 21 0
9 16 16 0
1C 54 48 3
11 417 -- -
289 210 14

politicel 1iessues, Tre rcmz2lining 132 articles procucsd 242
issue references of which £4 or 227 fsll intc the residual
cetegeory. Thnis 1s still a sizeable proportion of the issue
references but not as extreme as the 126 out of 461 issve
references or 295% tnet resulted frcm considering all arti-
cles. The code does a little better Joo of describing the
origingl articles tnzan it does of telking zbout the entire
universe of articles. In both cases, however, the reciduzl
category 1s the cne most freguently coded and this is net
gecod.

For those articles wnich were ccndensed from other

scurces, the code is even more defectlve. L& the rezder nay
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remember from Chapter IV, nineteen sources accounted for

more than half the reproduced crticles of the Democrastic

Digest.?

Analyzing the articles which were condensed from these

sources in terms of the issues discussed produced the teble

below.

Table 13

Issues by Category and Frequency for RKeprinted
Articles from Leaedlng Reprint Sources

Source Code Categorlies Totel
Articles
1234567T891WINRTD
Dayton Dally News = = = = = = = 3 -=-31351 19
St. Louis rost Dispatch l = = === = = 22731 12
New York Times = = = = = = = = = = 11011 11
Milwaukee Journal -2 - l1-2~--556 - 10
New York Herald Tribune 1l - l - - 3431 9
Christien Science lionitor - - - - - 1 - -353 - 9
Reporter 21---11--1221 8
Ealtimore Sun l] = =======-=- 711 8
Washington Dally News l-===-=- 4 - - 35 - 8
Kanses Clty Ster l -===-=-- 1 152 - 8
Newark Evening News = = = = = = = = = = 16 - - 7
Arkanses Gazette = ====0= = = = - = l11-232 - 7
Charlotte News = = = = = = = = = = 252 - 7
Washlngton Star «-=-1=--11---421 17
Washington Post and Times
Herald = = = = - = 1-1232¢2 - 7
Atlenta Constitution 11l === ===-=--=- 312 5
Berkshire Eagle -1l1-=--1---1311 5
Greensboro Daily News = = = = = « =« = = l14- - 5
Overset = = = = = = = = = 141 - 5
Totals 851006114 3219644 10 157

YChapter IV, p. 45.



(@8]
(99}
°

Sevéral thin_.s c2n be scen in the froquency distribu-

ticn of tihls teble. The residusl cztaegery of politice

lssues (catezory 1C) comrinates tne politiczl isczues tctels;
Republicen references to party stcnds far exceed Zemocratic;
Foreign Policy (cz=tegory 1) and Loyelty-3scurity (cetegory 1)
are the mecet frequently used specific 1ssue cztegories. 1In
these matters the reproduczsd erticles resentle the originsl
ones in the emphasis on political issues, but the most impor-
tant fect disclosed by the teble 1s the dcminance of articles
coded in category 11, non-political. 1inety-six articles of
the 157 which czme from the most frequently used sourcés of

the Democratic Tigest did not discuss politicsl 1ssues with-

in the definition of the code. This fact was particularly
Importent in my develcpment of a tentative tneory of naticnel
political psrty mescs communication. It 1s referred to in

this context in Chepter VII.

The Zate - Cartoons
The political 1ssue code was also 2pplied to the car-

toons of the Democratic Dizsst end the following tabls shows

the results of this analysis.

The 418 cartoons of the Demccretic Tigest showed a

greater conccntration on golitical issues thsn the articles
which were reprocduced from a prior source; only 10% of the
cartoons did not refer to a political issue under the defin-

ition of the code. The vcakness of the code as rcgerds
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Table 14

Issues by Category, Frecuency, snd rarty -tand fecr Cartcons

Category R D o Farty Stand rrequency
1 42 3 6 48
2 10 1 3 13
3 19 - 1 20
4 3 - 1 4
5 21 2 6 3E
6 417 2 12 €1l
7 2 2 9 417
8 66 1 1 67
9 8 - 13 el
10 €3 21 31 104
11 - - 41 41
Totals SIS 22 124 461

category 10U, hcwever, is still present. Catepory 10 1s still
the most frequently used of the political issues categories.
By cross-clessifyling the issue-references oy party stends,
however, we cin see thet in the nost frequently used purty
sternd category, RKepuvlicen, the Cther Folltlcel lssue sec-
tion, though lerge, 1s exceeded by the Rel=tion betvieen
rresldaent and Cungress cztewcry, 8. The certoon catezcery of
the article-type code vcs tne only ocne in wahich & crosc-
anslysis producecd this result. It sceus thst the politicsl
nzature of the cartcons ac conpgered to articles in tha nzga-

zine can only obe exrlainzd by toutclogy et tiiis stsee of

B
-

investigation. CJartcone zre neturclly more voliticsl,



The Si:ortecwmings cf the Code
Tiie code es it stande does not 2 uezr to hove been
satisfoccteory for the descrigtion of the politicsl issucs

theres of the Lcmocrzstic Ligsst. The resicdual category of

the politicel izsue code vwos co heavily usec that one is

(o))

forced tc guesticn the results witich the code procuced in
regard to the other politicel issues sections. The writer
enccuntered little difficulty in a.plying the definitions
auring tnhe coding procedure. It 1s unfertunate that =211
coding wac done by one psrson since this mekess a thorough
relisbility croes-check inpossidble, but spot checks were

mace from timz to time by recoding articlec dcns ezrly 1n the
code perlod znd the recults were guite saztisfactory.

When the resultes wcre first tabulated it wes thought
that the cztegory 10 erticles might be subjectsd to scrme fur-
ther ccding iIn en attempt to salvage the originel classifica-
ticn system. This was cttempted, but the range of politicezl
and governrental activitles covered under this cetegory was
so wilde that the residuzl categery of the sub-code vwas run-
ning tc ebout 407 of the entries in the esrly issues and the
effort wecs ebandened. In the light of this failure, the
remaining categzories of the code can be ccnsidered ss sug-
gestive of the relative welight which the Ligest placed con
verious politicsl issues, but not as relisble irferz=tion to

the overcll issue emphasis of the Digest.



91.

It 1s possible that this is an overcautious intsrpreta-
tion. The sccttering of issuss in the "Other" category
cculd be assumsd to nezn thzt no one issve of majer import-
ence wss omitted and that the code, as it stends, glves a
reasonably gecod idsa of what were, in fect, the dominant
1ssues of the Jigest. For the purposcs of future rzsearch,
hovever, the criticism of the issues scction of the code
nmust stand. Cne would not wish to be ccirpslled to make such

an ex post facto study of his residuasl cztegory in order to

interrret his fincdings.

Explanations of the Shortccwings

In this thesis, framed as it is as an exploratory study,
the author must consider the rsasons fcr the code's fallure
so thazt these shortcomlngs may be avolded in future research.
If we rofer back to Chzagter III for the moment, it 1s apger-
ent from the findings regorted there that the erticles which
originated with the Digest were longer and given more promi-
nent treztment then thcse whicn were reprinted. Thils code
was desligned after reczading three lscsues of the Tigest. The
ressarcher trizd to attend to the politicel issues vhich
the magazine ssersd to em:hasize in crectlng the code cate-
gories, and 1t seems likely that the gromlnence glven to

original articles sffected the cods formeticn 1In such a way

that the code wes slanted towards explering those articles,
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Fifty-four articles (27,) wnhich originated with the Democra-

tic Digest containsed refersnces coded In category 10, and

these wers 227 of the total references. However, only 24
articles contained references orly to category 10 and thess
mads up only 1C% of the total political refercences and were
12% of the totzl of articles of Type Two.

These t'igures indicate that the code did a better job
of describing the asrticlzss which originated with the Dicest
than any other article type, and it seems reasonable that ths
method of code construction explains a large pert of this
difference., %ven for the srticles of Type Two, however, the
issue code was not a satisfasctory researcn tool. The major
weakness derives from the fact that the first nine categories
of the code were devoted to areas of positive governmental
acticn, while the definition of the last category included
all references to political competition which was not couched
in terms of specific governmental policies, as well as dis-
cussions of those governmental policies which did not fall
Into the earlier categories. Category 10 therefcre includes
references to Civil cervice, Housing, and =duccticn among
others, as discussicns of governmental policy, and to cam-
palgn techniques, corruption, business in government, govern-
mentel efficlency, and elections as examples of discussions
impinging on governmentel declilsions but not ccuched in terms

of specifiec policies,



The ways 1In which 2 code might be conestructed fer fur-
ther rssezarch will be discussed lzter in this chapter; for
ncw, let us see what useful end dependable Informztion this
code did roaveel even crented its unsatisfectory nzture
reletive to the originsl tcesk of resezrch.

Trcre are two rejor aspects of the issues code whosc
usefulness was not ilmpaired by the sub-divisions of the
poclitical issues =zecticn. These ere: (1) The assoclaticn
cf political icsues with star of the major perties; gnd
(2) Tre division between all politicsl issues @nd the non-
pcliticel cctegzory, category 1l. The party-references sec-

icn of the ccde re-infeorces the fincdings of the individual-
gqucte sezction as to the rcl=tive frequency of menticn of

Democrstic and Eepublicen standz. It adds s ruch welght

Ay

czn be cotalined from thils sort of study to the soundnesss of

the hypothesiz thst the Dszmocratlc Dizest discusses Republi-

cans znd kepublicen stends cn 1issues with much more fre-
guency than Derocr=2ts snd Zemocratic stendes, Tnz follovwing
table shows thc distribution of party references to lssue
stands in erticles and certoons for tne n:zazine over thre
time-paricd studiled.

The

[©]
'3

¢ 1s another comparison which cen be drewin frecm the
data which the code produced wiich 1s not affected by the
veakness of the politiczl issues code. Thls 1s the ccnmpari-
gon of the freguency cf poiitical issues Wwith non-peliticsl

lssues articles,.
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Table 15

Party Stands on Issues for Articles and Cartoons by
Frequency and Fercentzge of All Issue Refersncesx

Kepublican Democratic
Articles 413 71
Certoons 323 32
Total 736 1C3

Party Stands es a Percentage of Total Fregquency of
Issue References

Republican Democratic
Articles 86% 159
Cartoons TT7% 87
i4ll Issue keference 82% 114

*These percentages willl not sum, since they are

based on total issue references. Some 1issues ere
linked with both parties, some with neither,

Tne non-political issues caztegory of the issuss code
was the most frequently used single code category for arti-
cles in the code. It was found that Z27 articles for the
entire period were coded as contalning pno discussicn of poli-
tical issues. This is 427 of the 537 totesl articles. For
the articles which criginated with the magazine the percent-
age of non-political issuss was lower then those which were
reprinted. Of the two-hundred erticles of Type Two only 47
or 23.35% were non-politicel. As we saw in the table on
page 87 of this chapter the top nineteen sources contributed

157 of the 299 erticles of Type Three which csme from
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publications, end the percentzge of non-political articles
from these sources wes €6l%. For the reprinted articles as a
whole, there were 180 non-politicel articles out of the 299
so that the percentzge for the entire source universe is
practicelly equal to thet of the top ninetecen sources, 60%.

These results wlll be fully discussed in terms of their
implicetions for further resesrch in Cha.ter VII. In that
chepter I will suggest some hypotheses which might be
adopted for a furtner study. These hypotheses will be
fremed in terms of & low-range theory of politicsl party
propaganda in the Unitsed States,

Fosslble Varlations of Agproach on the Folitical

Issues Code
Tne political issues code as used in this study of the

Democratic Dlpost was Jjudged to be unsatisfactory. It seems

profitable to discuss possible veriations in approach which
migzht be adopted for further research. From a careful
reading of the Digest in the light of the shortcorings of
thils research, several conclusions viere reached regerding
possible revicsions.

The existing code might be changed to concentrate on
thcse categories wnich were heavily coded in this study.
Further research would probably be more profitable, hcwever,
if the lssue-code vwere devoted to a more speciflc purpose.

Since the Fresidentiel campaign is approaching, the findings
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of thils research might well be used to aid in the construc-
tion of a code which would detect the 1ssues which the

editorial staff of the Cemocretic Digest wished to emphesize

in the campalgn. The heavy concentration on Fereign Pollcy,
the Loyalty-Securlity Frozram, and Relations betwesn the
President znd Congress seem to indicate that thess are like-
ly to be points of emphasis in the ccuing campalgn. This
approach would meke 1t possible to include in the code state-
ments about electicn returns, campaizn techniques, and cor-
ruption in government which swelled the Other Politicel
Issues Category, categcry 1C in the code of tnils study, if
these appear to be emghasized. If tiils purpose 1is adopted,
the coder will nct necoss=zrily face the problem of developing
a set of categceriss wnich are exhaustive.

It might be possible to ds=velcp a symbol-count code for
the exploration of the politicesl-issue universe. Thils would
be perticularly true 1f the 1ssues cods were designed to ex-
plore the cempalgn Issues. It seems likely that the re-
searcher could define a precise set of words end/or phrases
which would be 1nvariably connected with the discussion of
each of the major cempeign 1lssues. A symbol-count code has
particular advantzges In coding speed and relisbility, but

it 1s more difficult to dssign and 1s not well suited to
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exploretory study of this type.5 In pursuilng eny further
research cn this megazine it viculd certzinly be wise to con-
sider the poscsibility of edopting a symbol-ccunt code for
the ex;:lorsticn of politicel issuss. In any case it would
be esgsentiael to include in the code construction precise
categories which take into acccunt those political discus-

sions which ere nct relzated tec s_ecific governmental pcliciles.

S symbol count code 1s one in which specific words or
phreses 2re selected as significant by the resezrcher, in
that the frequency of their use 1mplies ettention to certain
csubjects. These symbols esre selected on the bzsis of an ex-
tensive pre-study and are counted as they appecr in the
material to be studied. This technigue generally requires a
more speciflic, expliclt thecresticel model then thematic
analysis. It hes advzantsces in thet treining of reseesrchers
Is simplified and high relisbility is poscsible. For a fur-
ther explanation of the symbol-count technicgue see Herold D.
Lasswell, Daniel Lerner, and Ithiel Le Sola tocl, The Com-
perctive Study of Lymbols, Stenford, California: Ztanford
University rrecg, 19c2.




Chepter VII

SUnwaRY, CUnILUSICHS, 4uD LVALULTICHS

cunmary of Findings

e

In surrery, the research on the Democretic Digest pro-

duced informaticn cn the srticle-types, sources, lssues, in-
dividuels, end orgenizetions cited by thz mogazins. As re-
gards article types, the title "Digcest" was 1In some resgeccts
a misnomer. True, most of the srticles vere repgrints or con-
densaticns cf previously puvlished materisls, but by far‘the
lergest part of the megezine's pagzs were devoted to erti-
cles which originated with the publication iteself. The de-
tziled information on this point willl be found in Chapter IIL

The scurces of the Democratic Dipgest were divided into

two mejor categorlies; publications, end indivicdusls and
organizations. Insofar es publicetlon sources were ccncern-
ed, the reprinted material of the mugazlne vwas weighted
hesavily with regionsl sources with lestc represcntation of
nztionslly known newspepers cnd of the labor press than one
night expect. In guoting sources for its own erticles, how-
ever, the Digect leened heavily on what mlight be loossly
termed the "prestige" press, but continued to ignore the

union newspapers. The snslysis of individual and orgeniza-

ticn sources snhowcd the same sort of soft pedaling of lavor
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and unions, but the reelly significant fact disclcsed by this
gsectlon of the anslysis was the hesvy concentration on
Republican individuels as sources for quotztion. This
higher frequency was particularly noticezable in those artl-
cles wiilen orlginated with the magazine, but existed in both
erticle typges. Chapters IV and V contain the detailsd in-
formetion and esnelyses of publicetion and indivicual and
organization scurces.

The 1ssuce-anslyslis eection of the ccde proved generslly
Cisspcecinting but several conclusicns were stlll pocsible in
the light of 1ts findings. Wost striking vas the reinforce-
ment of the findings of the incdividuasl-quote cstegery ac to
reletive empnesis of parties. Republlcsn stands on issues
were strecsed in far grezter frequencies then Democretic in
both esrticles and cartoons, Jjust e&s individu=ls of the Fzspub-
lican party were guoted more fregquently. 1In addition to this
finding, thls psrt of the analysls 2lso revesled the inter-
esting fact that the reprinted erticles of the magazline con-
teined a very low proportion of "pgolitical"™ 1lssues when com-

pered vith those articles wnich originated with the Digecst.

Meening for Futurc Research
At ths outset of trnils research it wes hoped thst the
project weculd produce information of vzlue to the fleld of
political scisnce generzlly. Fcr this rezscn the categories

N

cf investigation wsre broadly d=fined. This prcducticn of



100.

detalled accurzte information was the primary purpose of the
study, but the contributicn of this sctivity to thé task of
explaining political behavior 1is, at best, minute until the
data have been framed in some sort of general thecretical
context., The hypothetical form was rejected at the begin-
ning of this study as unsuited to an exploretory effort of
thls type. To adopt such a mode of expressicn would disgulse
the rezl form of the study. To adopt it because it wes
"scientifle™ would require the resezrcher teo define science
as the rendom testing and verification of ad hoec hypctheses.
The individusl schcler cennot, however, disassoclizte nimself
from the task of exrlaining and orgznizing his results.
Moreover, he glso inherlits the job of tying his effcrts into
2 larger matrix if his efforts sre to be of thet "surmary"
form which scientific activity endeavors to produce.

It was felt that the data produced in this effort vers
sufficient to permit the deveclopment of a "low-range" thecry
of political perty coicmunicetion with reference to the Amesri-
can party system. Of course, the data do not provide s test
for such & theory--thet 1s a tzsk for future research--but
they do suggest some explanstions which seem likely to be
verified. 4 major sssumgtion must be made cleer before this
theory can be presented. Symbol productive behavior is
assumed to be &n integral pert of the political process, and

the symbolic meterial produced by such behavior is in no senss
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a "secondary" sort of information. The basic postulets of
thils theory 1is that the purpose of mass political communica-
tion, at leact on the netional level, is thet of promoting

commitment of the renk and flle to the perty at large. It

O "

Is gener21ly assumed the=t mcst cf the people in the Unite
Ztates are irrevocably co-mitted to oneg or thz cther of the
tuo nmejor partises, and earlier resczrch in the erec of com-

punicction suggests the fect tazt thz previously ccomitted

(-
irndividusl pre-selects his inforration in such a w2y that
conversion 1s precticzlly impossible.l This bezing the cese,
the communication ectivities of 2 party wust ncess=crily te
largely celf-dlrceteds It 1 perheps ironle thet the self-
directedness of mass politicel communicaticn must be combined
vwith an overwhelmirn. cttention to the exlistence and sctivi-
ties of the opposition perty. This rmust be the cacse, since
the federal character of the Amcrican perty system, includ-
inz as it does almost as much veriation con policy positions
within ezch party es between the two, mekes 1lssue or policy
orientztion e shoky base for crzsating a party icentity and
encouraglng commitment.,

nach perty thersfore defines its identity in terms of
its opposition. The partles acileve thelr id:rntity not in

terms of policy orilentation, but by reason of compctiticn

1 paul Fslix Lazarsfeld end Hazel Goudet, Trne Feople's
Cnoice, New York: TZuell, Sloan and reerce, 1545, cnd ed.,
p. 124,




102.

for politicgl office. To be a Democrat implies beling an
anti-Republican. In fact, being a Tewmocrat is almost equi-
valent to being an anti-Rspublican. To sum up: (1) Nat-
ionel politicel perty mass communication is self-directed;
(2) W=tional politicel psrty mass communication is oppcsitim
oriented; (3) Netional political party comuunication attempts
to creaete an 1dentity for the party and to strengthen rank-
end-file commitment to that 1dentity; and (4) The lcoss
organization of American political perties m=kes it 1impoli-
tic for either party to define 1tself on the basis of specil-
fic poiicies,

From this genersl theoreticel statexent follow these
specific hypotheses concerning netional political party mass
communication.

(1) It will emghasize the activities and stotements of
the oppcsition party over those of 1ts own members.

(2) 1If any concentration of attention on a sgecific
policy does teke place, and this 1is unlikely, it will be dis-
cussad in terms of the activities of the opposition party
and will evold specific pollicy stetements except where con-
sensus exists within the psrty.

(3) A nstional political perty mess communicaticn pro-
gram must take account of the program of the opposition party
in its choice of identity-defining scurces of respect, in-

formation, and power. Thzt 1s to say, the Republicans must
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know wheat the Demccrats are saying to themselves, about whom
1t 1s Dbeing said, and what sources of authority are being
used,‘and vice versa. It 1s assumed that programs of both
parties willl reflect tnhis knowledge.

(4) Netional political party mass communicetion will be
cself-directed.

There are at least three 1likely sources of national
political pzrty mess communication. The netional platforms,
the public statements of members of the Naticnsel Coumittees
of the majJor perties, and the publications of these Wational
Coumitteces., Ths platforms are the scurce of comrunication
data which supply the longest ccntinulty, but their resserch
value 1s reduced by the fact thet they pay lip-service to
the policy-statement form. The publlc statements of members
of the National Committees ere valuable sources cf informa-
tion, but they ere generally availeble from naws sourcses
which do not heve an audience or editorial staff whlch is
completely politically polarized. Therefcre we can test
neither the intended audiecnces nor the filter effect of the
news organ. wven the most Republlican nevispaper must rcpert
some Democratlic activities and must have scme Democratic
recsders., Fortunately, both major parties now engzge in dir-
ect publication asctivities to & known auclience end this ex-
plificaticn of political perty mass communicaticn activity

maekes the rescarch tesk much sigpler.



Alternative liethods of Study

4Ls has been sald before, this work was originally de-
signed to produce relliable inforwaticn for the discipline
of political sciznce on & new m2gsazine which was assumed to
be Important to the area of political parties and political
communication. In addition to this 1t was hopsd to gst
background informatiocn end 1ldeas for a more systcmetic
study of the problems of political communication. The study
was therefcre sn attempt to combine the loose theorstical re-
quirements of pilot research with strict resczrch techniques
so that the findirgs would be more generally useful to the
field. It wes also & hope thot this study would includs
generel comments on the purposes of the magazine and 1its
significance for students of pertisen political activity in
the United Ltates, drawn from the less rilgorous impressions
cof the megazine which were garnered during the research
period.

Given thecse tasks, the broad approzcn of themstic con-
tent analysis ;eemed particularly relevant. Cne might have
omitted the rigzorous aspects of thils approasch end dcpended
on uncontrolled rsading of the megazine to supply the neces-
sery infcrmetion for theory formstion and impressionlstic
corments, but this would heve hed two major deficiencles in
comparison to the work es 1t has been done. In the first

place there would have been no rigorously collected



Informetion upon which other students of the problem could
rely and vhich might help thsir worx if they should wish to
attack this subject. 1In asddition to tiiis, soms im_ortant
findings, psrticularly thnose of a negative character, might
have been overlooked wnich added much to the thneoretical
construction reported in the first pert of this chapter.
On the other hand, the discursive lmpressicnistic comments
might have been more psnetrating and the study certalnly
would hzve been completed with more speed if the time-con-
suming content analysis hed besn omitted.

Some of the material wnich the content snalysis produced
which might not hsve been apparent under a plan of careful,
but uncontrolled reacding are the reletive slighting of labor

unions as an information source for the Cemocretic Digest,

and the heavy rellance cn the regional press as a scurce for
reprinted erticles. 1io one could have missed the emphasis

on Republicans and Rapublicen policles as e topic for dis-
cussion, but 1t might have been possible to coverlook the non-
Digest cheracter of the magazine. Since tne magezine would
have been resad witn en eye to dlscovering whet was in it,

the essentizally non-pclitical cnerecter of most of the re-
printed articles would almost certainly have been neglected.
wven if all of these things had been noticea in the uncon-
trclled reading of the megpezine, it glves tne comnentator

en edded ssncse cof sccurlty to know with presicion that et



106.

leacst some of hls imprescions of the megzzine sre bszed on
verifiable evidance rother then on vague impressions.

Another espect of the problemn of alternatives of study
Is thet of additions which could have been or should heve
been made in attecking the grcblens cf research. It certain-
ly would have added valueble informction to the study to
have data cn the readership and explicit sditcriel pclicies
and intentione cf the megzzine. Indeed, for any total study
of the magazino's importance for explsining political stra-
tegy or behzvior thils informetion would be ecsentiel. The
ma jor reason fcr excluding this was the £llot study char-
acter of the rcseorcn which was belng undertziken. Any
studies of readership or editorizl rolicy wculd h-ove reqguired
such a masslive Investment of time thzt thzy could not have
been profitably attempted without & rather zpecific freme of
reference, end the purpose of this rescarch vice to cather in-
formation to crecte such a freiic of reference. In addition
to this, the rcesearch project was, =2fter all, sdopted, at
leest in pert, as one of mensgeable size for a laster's

.

thesis and it was felt that including such materisl, without
extreme theoretical nececsity would hzve sxganded thils gro-
Ject beyond a size which cculd have bsen completed wilthin

the practicel time limitations of that purpose.
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General Iopressionistic Suiiary

ons ol the rece=arecnsr ccntributed as much

[

The imogres:s
to t&e theory wnich emerged from thils research as did the
rigorous content analysis. Indeed, the emergent theory
might actually be consicdercd es a pzrt of the general
impressionistic material which the resecarcher gatihiered. In
adclition, there cre curtain conclusions zs to the political

~

tactics end purposes of the Temocratic Digest which ere

drevin from the research tesk, but not verifilabls by it.

First, the Lcmocretic Tizest is certecinly e fublicaetion for

Democrats to the scme extsnt that it is by them. The general
intent and tone of the mzgezine is not persucsive but rein-
forcing in cheracter. There szems to be a baslec acsumption
thaet the rcader 1s already opuosed to Republicans and Repub-
licen pollcies. The orgzn supplies him with verification for
his cpinions and perheps emmunition in argumsent, with a sort
cf negative party line, rether than attempting to ergue with
en opponent. The erticles of the meg2zine zre ncver chal-
lenges to Republicens. £Lnother Important facet of the Tlges
which was apprehended during the researcn wss 1lts emghsesls

on the perscn of rresident [isenhower. Cf ccurse the qucte
source cetegory of ths code demcnstrates this fect gs well,
but the peculilaritiecs of the imzze of the President which the

magazine seems tc construct are not susceptible to detection

by this code. The Iresident himeelf is szldom directly
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attacked, Lut st ths seme time he 1s nevsr prazised. Creat
stress is placed upon the differences of oﬁinion within ths
kepublican rarty, and the questicn as to who is actuslly
leeding the orgenization is often reised in articles and
cartoons. The Digect does not directly attack the imege of
the Fresident as a peresonelly honest, plous, well-iceaning
man, but much emphasis 1s placed on his political incompe-
tence. The generzal imags of the Republican party is the
somewhet inccnsistent one of a group of highly privileged,
antl-democratic, menacing bumblers. A general, personsl
lapression wnich resides after long irmmersion in the maga-
zine 1s that the Zigest would have 1ts readers reslize that
Zisenhower 1s the best of the Rspubliczns, and that isn't
saying very much et ell.

In the metter of emphasizing individusl Temccreats, the
nmagazine gives 1little opportunity feor comment. Stevenson 1is
the most frequently qguoted ncn-Congressional DTemocrat but
there were no overt attempts to further his esgiretions for
candidecy during the period studled. It may be assumed that
the same reacons put forth in Chapter V as explaining the
emphasis on opposition individuels and policies operate in
this context as well. The emphasls of one individual might
have Just es divisive an effect as the emphasis of one set
of pcliticel policies. Generally the magazine seems to be a

erokesmen, a cautious spokesman, for the "liberal" wing of
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the garty. Tiis is the czese in economic metters zt leact;
Sencter Zyrd is never quoted, and the resesrcher cannot re-
member his ever being mentioned. fut any touchy political
issues such a@s esegregaticn are certzinly not stressed. The
cnly erticle on that subject dsclt with the desegregation of
the ermed forces. Tidelands Cil 1s similarly slighted.

It is hoped that the foregoing icpressicnistic ccnclu-
sicns, acs well es the more organized interpretaticn cf the
trieoretical nmodel will te verified by the further resesrch

which is plenned.

FPersonal Velue of the Study

It only remains tc comzment on the importance of this
project for my own treining. This importance cennot be
over-emphasized. I have 1scleated four particular benefits
which I have derived from the research end writing of this
thesis. First, and most important, it has efforded oppor-
tunity to prectice such skillls in reseerch end theory form-
ation which I mey have developed in treining. These skills
are never fully tested until they have been agplied to an
original project cf some magnitude. 7ork on essigned tasks
es a recearch assistant, or on projects of term paper
length, providecs no real proof of the skille which the stu-
dent 1s sssumed to have acquired, not even to the studznt's

satisfaction,.
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Thils task also has grest disciglinary value. o exter-
nel pressurs, personal or institutionslized, can match that
of accepting recponsibility for the design sand cerrying out
of a projsct for which the student tskes personsl responsi-
bility. No declsion is more difficult than thet which forces
one to discard materizal which represents long and arduous
effort es inadeguate or unnecessary.

In addition, the thesls 1s a critical test and method
of training in the area of communicstion. From the begin-
ning of his ecedemic cereer the studcent 1s faced with re-
pe=ted demands to orgenize his thoughts on a subject and
communiczte them; in the liester's thesis he faces the first
large scale test of those skllls. For those who do not find
writing an easy task, the problem of describing and reporting
the results of a large scale research progrem 1s grester
than thst of designing 1t and carrying out the resecsrch. As
a method of treining an individusl in the essential skill of
orgenlzing and coherently writing ebout a specific problen,
the thesls 1s probably surpacsed only byAthe doctorel disser-
tation. Certeinly this €kill is one which is essential to
the rolitical scientist.

Lastly, the informetion which this perticular thesls
produced was inveluable in my theoretical work on the problem
of rolitical party mass communication.s I plan to continue
werking in this area and this research hes that vealue which
adheres to 2ll oriainsl attempts. If notaing else, one can

learn from the mlstskes.



APFENDIX

Fart I - Code
Article Type Code
1. "Talk of tne detion
2. Articles not =zttrivuted to a prior source

a. signed
b. unsigned

3. Articles ettributed tc a prior scurce

a. speech
b. reprint of previoucly published article

4, Cartcons cnd rictures
Source Cods

l. For those erticles attributed to a prior source the
source will be noted.

2. iithin an zarticle, menticn is cften m=de of the
scurces from which the article weas drawn, voth by
direct and indirect methods of quotztion. Th=ese
sources will be noted and coded sepzrzatsly from
those of category 1, above.

g+ Individuals guoted in the Lizest will be
clessified into four cetegeries,

l. Republicen
2. Democrat
3. Columnist
4, Other
Issues Code
1, Foreign rolicy
2., Farm Folliey

3. Natural Kesources

4, Tariff rolley
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Issues Code (continued)

10,
11,

k.

Scurce

Tex Follcy

Other =conomic iatters

Loyelty Security Frcgram

Relations between Presicdent and Congress
Defense Pollicy

Cther FPolitical Issues

on-peliticszl Icsues

Republicen =Stand

Democratlic Stand

fsrt II

Code Definiticns

Ccde za.

Cods es Republliean: 1. iembars cf Zisenhower adminis-

tretion.

2. Fresent and past Regublican
Congressuwen snd Senaters.

3. Any other individuel cited as Re-
publicen in process of quotation.

Code ©&s Demccrat: l. Individusls prominently affilia-

ted with Demceretic Ierty.

2. rresent and past Democratic Con-
grescmen and Senatcers,

de. Individuals cited es Cemocrats
in process of guoteticn.

Cods &8s Columrist: 1., Indivicduals so identifled in rro-

cess of guotztion.

2. Identificstion as Cclumnicst tages
precedencs over 1doentificstion es
party-meriber.
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Code as "Other": 1. A4ll remeining individuesls guoted.

Z
e

Cne identiflication as perty-mem-
ber or columnist essigns all guo-
tes cof 1individual to thzt cstegory.

When an erticle mekes reference to organizations,
progrems, or Individuals in terms cof their effect cn
the actions of the United Ztztes with respect to its
behavior tcweards particuler forelign neticns, inter-
netlonal orgernizations, or the rest of the world,
ccde e€c Foreign Folicey.

“hen an erticle discusses past, vresent or propcsed
governcentel actlvity in terws of its effects on
individusel forners or egriculture generally, code

as Ferm Policy.

“hen an erticle discusses actuzl or proposed ex-
ploitstion of gcet or present mineral, vegeteble or
power resources, code as Natursl Hesources,

When an article discusses tariffs or reciprocal
trade egreements, cods as Tariff fclicy.

Wrhen an srticle discusses existing tax structure and
taxing ectlvities or discusses past or proposed
changes, code as Tex iclicy.

"hen an esrticle dilscusses any 1lndividuels or groups
or the United ttates Governpent with resgect to the
effects of thelr zctivities on the economy gener-
elly, code e&s Cther Iconomic lutters.

vWnen an artlcle mentions the laws or executlive
orders releting to the securlty progremws of the
government, or the effects of the enforcement of
these on individuals or groups, or the efficiency of
gevernment generelly, code as Loyalty-Security
Prcgram.

“hen an article mentions disputes or cocperation be-
tween the executive and legislatlve branches of
government with respect to any metter, code &s rela-
tions between fresident end Ccngress.

“hen an srticle mentiocns the armsd services or civil
defense, code as Jefencse Pollicy.
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10, 7hen en erticle mentions any other activities with
reference to their actual or potential effects on
government or the political partiss, or the polil-
tical procecs gernerally, code as Otaer rolitical,

11. ‘“hen ncne of the preceding categories can be used,
ccde es lon-political.

R. inhen one or more of the preceding categcries 1is
used end menticn 1s marde of stoterments or actions
by individuals linked with the Republican Pzrty, or
of the party itself, code R. for each issus with
which i1t 1is connected.

D. Use as R, above, for Democretic st=ands.

After coding and anelysis the "Other" individusl category was
broken down as follows:

l. Llterary and Historlcal Figures
2. Forelgn FPoliticasl Figurss
Se LXxperts
4, won-partisan political Figures
5. Businessmen

6. I'armers

7. Labor and Union Sgokecsmen

8. NMilitery Figures

9. Resildual Ceztegory
The criticsl information for the purpose of classificstion
was tret which wes supplied by the magazine during the pro-
cess of quotation. The expert category was compcsed of
college precfessors, ministers, judges, and any person cited
es an expert cdurine the process of quotation. The other

categories seem self exgleanatory.

Cnly one 1identificeticn wes necessary to consign 2ll1 of an
individual's guotss to the relevant category.
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