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THE PURrOSE OF THE STUUY

For several years the rursl community of Byron has
been the object of an interesting study. Desire to work
out a better community program has led to the making of
surveys and an analysis of the groups contributing to the
development of such a program. The purpose of this thesis
is to find the sociological factors, past and present, which
have contributed or are now contributing to the activities
and achievements of the community. Such study of a single
community may not in itself solve any of the perplexing
social problems facing our rural communities; but we do
hope to contribute a 1little more to the fund of knowledge
already avallable and to suggest some tendencies which seem
significant.

1. To what extent have the pioneer settlers, with
their various customs, traditions, and institutions, created
and produced leaders in new customs, traditions, and
institutions of the present period? In other words to what
€xtent do influences, standards, and achievements of the
Ploneers as represented in family and other types of
&roup contributors, influence the activities and achievements
Of their descendants?

2. What are the other factors which create a com-

“Mnity and hold its members together?
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3. what effect does the active participation on the
part of individusals of the community have on the participants
in making them better educated, and more stable citizens?
What effect does the participation or lack of it have upon
the group life of the community including its various
organizations and institutions?

4, Do communities prosper through the common
interests and cooperation of the various groups of which
they are composed?

5. Vhat changes should be made or what community
program 1s necessary that rural folk may have a higher
stsndard of living?

The historical data has been included not merely
because of 1ts own intrinsic interest but rather because
through the continuity of group life this historical
material is a very real and definite part of the present
situation. This means that to understand the community as
it is now functioning it is necessary to know the contribu-

ting and conditioning factors of its past life.
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3. ihat effect does the active participation on the
part of individuals of the community have on the particirants
in making them better educated, and more stable citizens?
what effect does the participation or lack of it have upon
the group life of the community including its various
organizations and institutions?

4, Do communities prosper through the common
interests and cooperation of the various groups of which
they are composed?

5. Vhat changes should be made or what community
program 1is necessary that rural folk may have a higher
stendard of living?

The historical data has been included not merely
beceause of 1ts own intrinsic interest but rather because
through the continuity of group life this historical
material is a very real and definite part of the present
situation. This means that to understand the community eas
it 1s now functioning it is necessary to know the contribu-
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Part I
vescription of Area Studied

The Eyron community comirises the greater part of
the township of Burns which 1s the southeast township of
Shiawvassee County in the stete of liichigaen. It includes
the village of Byron with about four hundred inhabitents
and the surrounding farms with a population of approximately
the same number of people giving a total populaticn for the
community of about eight hundred.

Burns township is descrited as township five north,
and range four west, snd is bounded on the north by Vernon
township, on the east by Genesee County, on the south by
Livingston County, and on the we¢st by antrim township.

The surface thouih in places level and 1nclined to
be wet and swampy, iﬁ generally undulating and well drained
by the Shiawvasse River and its branches, as well as by
several artificial water ways. The stream known as the East
Branch unites with the Shiawassee River at a point in the
east central part of the township. This union furnished an
€xcellent water power, which fact determined the site of a
Village to be named Byron. There are two small lakes in the
township, both of which have outlets that unite and flow into
the river. The soil is a fertile sandy loam and ranks well
With that of other townships of Shiawassee vounty. General

Crop and stock farming predominate in the community although






thercare a few dairy and poultry farms., The main cash crops

sre beans, wheat, and live stock.

Historical Background

The name of the first white man who came to Burns
township, of whom there is any record is that of whitmore
Knaggs who opened a trading station at what is now known as
Knaggs'! Bridge. lir. Knaggs c:me here as early as 1820, He
was succeeded by the traders, Grant, Godfrey, and John Knaggs
of whom the last mentioned ( a son of .hitmore inaggs )

commenced trading on the lndian Reservation in 1832,

Larly Social Groups

The Village of Byron: The first man, of whom we have

knowledge, to have settled in what 1s now the village of Byron
was Judge Samuel Dexter., He ceme from Vashtenaw County in
1824, through the wilderness, over a crooked Indian brail

and located on adjacent quarters of sections 13, 14, 23,

and 24 on July 1l3th of that year. The patent conveying the
Same to him is dated October 20, 1824, Here, at the junction
of the Shiawassee River with its East Brsnch, he found fine

timber, good @oil, and everything needed by man. The

1. Uptil Sept. 1850, parts of sections 5, 7, 8
and all of section 6 were held as an Indian Reservationj;
Which was granted to the Shiawassee Chippewas in the Saginaw
treaty of Sept. 1819 and named the Reservation of
Kechewondaugoning. See Map No. 1, in cover.

11
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Ipdians had named the river Shiawassee, meaning rolling,
sparkling water.

Judge Dexter thought this place, with rater power
available, would become a large business center, the county
seat, and perhaps the capitol of the state. 1In 1836, Byron
was indicated by a dot on the territorial map,z althouizh all
there was of the place at this date was a grist mill, and two
log cabins occupied by the families of Judge bDexter and his
brother-in-law kajor T. J. Provost,

On the 21st of Yune 1836, Yudge Dexter sold the lands
above mentioned to his brother-in-law, liajor 7. J. Provost,
C. Smith, P.L. Smith, and S. S. Derby who formed as assoc-
iation usually known as the Byron Company.'3 On the 28th of
August of the same year Vallace Goodin became one of the firm
by purchasing a one fifth interest in the undivided lands
of the compeny.

April 28, 1837, the plat of the village was recorded.
Sometime before this date three more families h-d joined the
settlement, a Mr. Derby and two men named Smith, with their
families, These pioneers built a new dam on the east branch

of the river for power and added a saw mlll to the enterprise,

This business did not prosper and was sold to Bowman Dennis,

2. Territorial Road Map No. 2, opposite page 13.
3. There are no records or any information available
48 to how the Byron Company chose its name,
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S. R. Kelsey, and C. T. Allen. The new company improved the
mills, strengenthed the dam, bullt homes, and did business
for a long period.

Mr. Dennis was from Boston, always wore a =ilk hat,
carried a cane &and never lost the Rostonian air or courtesies,
His two daughters, iirs, k. A. Sheldon and lkrs, J. . illiams,
had been educated in the east. They brougnt refinement and
culture, quite unknown to the rural settlement,

Mr. Kelsey became Judyge of Frobate in after years
and moved to Corunna.

#r. Allen built the home where Harmon !eiers now
lives, at that time the best in the village and which has
since been owned by L. T. Roberts and family, Isaac
Middlesworth and family, E. A. theldon, and liartin Comstock,

Major Provost, brother-in-law of Judge Dexter, was
the moving spirit of the enterprise. He came from New York
to washtenaw County, imichigan where he married a daughter
of Judge Boyden, a pioneer of that county, after whom the
docality of Boydens Plains was named. lMr. Provost came to
Byron bringing his wife and three children in 18%6. He built
the log house later owned by George Buel. lir., Provost's
€ldest daughter married Capt. David Royce, who was killed
in the "Battle of Fslling .aters." In the Byron cemetery
Near the bank of the river stands a small monument in memory
Of Theodore H., son of F. H, and M. A. Provost, who died
Harch 17, 1837. It dates the first death recorded in the

Cemetery of Byron. Iliajor Provost left for California in






1850, His eldest daughter became the wire of Capt. David
Royce for whom the loc2l G. 4. R. Post 1is named,

Judge Dexter returned to ashtenaw County, became
wealthy, and the village of Dexter is named in his honor,
The o0ld colonial mansion in vexter stands today, a monument

to his love of a good home,

Early Settlers llassacred

One of the Smiths, Pierpont Lee Smith, who was one
of the Byron Company, came to Byron about 1826, He and his
wife and twe sons were the only ones whose lives were saved
at the time of the Indian raid! The story of this, written
by Miss Nona E. Smith, grsnd dasughter of Pierpont Lee Smith,
and now living in Zurvill, Yorgan County, Tennessee, is as
follows:

"My grandfrther, Pierpont Lee Smith, came to Byron
in its very early days, probably about 1826, es he was one
of the first settlers in that place, He had a water grist-
mill., He brought hié wife and two small boys from lew York
City. 1!y Grandmother's maiden namé was liaria Letitia
DeGarmo, The only playmnates my uncles had were the
Chipewas Indian childrep as their tripbe lived ne rby.

"an Indian chief while riding his pony by my
8randfather's house, was seriously wounded by an enemy and

fell from his horse. UMy grandfather carried him in,
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dressed his wound, put a tent in the yard for him, as he
would not stay in the house, and cared for him meny days,
until he was able to return to camp. A few months later

an Indian entered the kitcnen of a v~ ite mun in the set-
tlement and asked for brezd. 7<1he 1l:dy replied that she

had none. 7The Indilan said, 'White Squaw lie! and opened
the door of tnetuutch oven) toolk out & loaf of {resh buaked
bread., Just at this time the husbead eatered, saw what

wes transpiring, took his gun down, =nd shot and killed the
Indian. The tribe de: unded thaet the whites give up the
murdered mcn, vhich they reiused to do. Then the Indians
said that unless he was given up Ly sunrise of the next
day, a wnolesale massacre would take place. The whites
8t111 refused to give the man up, and a swift runner was
dispatched to bDetroit, the necrest fort, for troops to
come :nd s~ve them., The Indians howvever, did not wait for
sunrise but began theilr attack in the night. Iy grand-
father, hearing the shots cnd screams, took his gun and
tried to run out to the defense of his friends and neigh-
bors, only to find an armed Indian standing guard at the
door, He tried the other door with the same discovery, and
Soon found that his house was surrounded by Indians who
Would not let him out. The Indiaon chief, whose 1life he had
Saved some ronths before, h:=d placed this guard there with
Orders to protect that man and his f:+mily, and not let him
&o outside. The troops :rrived at sunrise only to find

Byron in ruins snd my grandfather and his fumily the only

16
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survivors.
“I7y father who diedlast year at the age of eishty one,

would have been able to give you meny interesting stories of

those errly days, as related by his f-ther, if he were living.

Iy grandf: ther later moved to ilerion tounship, on what is now

the Rattman f:rm newr the Stone schoolhouse, He lived to bLe

elghty two years old, and died in 1887. Of his family of

eight children only one is left, lirs. Chscs. GCox of Howell.
iy brother, Gus Smith of liarion township, and my sister and
myself in Tennessee, are the only grand children."

In January 1837, Joseph Layton, a blacksmith, came

to the village. The comp:ny offered him two lots in a yood

location and lumber for a shop as an inducement to settle

here, Ir. Layton accepted and woved nis fumiliy from

iashtenaw County in Lay of the same year. He built the first

frame btuilding of the village which was occupied later by

br. ¥, E. Sluth. Nkr. Layton built the first blacksnith shop

of the village.
The village did not grow as repidly as the founders

exXpected. The formation of new counties from the territory

0f L he sniawassee ruined the prospect of the projected vil-
Vage . To use the expression of an old settler, Byron

'wa s 't one side." The water powver and sp.endid farm land
Coulq not over bslance tiis disgdvant .e. nfter years of
woxﬂ:, the Byron Company was poorer in many ways than when

they piatted the village. In 1840 Syron contained but five

fumiyges.
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Business

In 1842 pennis and Kelsey, who purch:sed the =ill

and water right of the Byron Company, began operation which

contributed a grent deal to the village. They built the

first flour mill wiich was comnleted in 1843 and co tinued
to do business until 1858. Tiie interest of Ir. Lennis was
purchzsed by Owen Goodspeed and the building burned later
in the year. A carding mill had been erected by F. J.
Provost ne:r the flour mill which also burned at that time,
Another was built in the same place und was later turned
into a plaster n:ill, but not proving a success it was soon
lef't to decey.

28 has been stated the first merchunt was llolden

#hite, 1le continued in business until 1846 when he went
€ast and remained there., 1In 1843, liicholas Gulick came to
the +village to work in Lir. White's store. He soon bought
& st ock of goods and branched into the ~illinery and
droceries in connection with dry goods and occupied three
Store rooms., Jabez Close w.s a successful merchant, wool
and gprain bujyer, followed by his son .. ¥, and he in turn
by his son, rFred, who 1s living near here now. J. B.
llliﬁtliey oper:ted a foundry. Byron Rossiter was his able
4Ssistant. A lr. Sutherland was an attorney-at-law and
kept a toy and notion store. lrs. Sutherland mcde hoop-
Ski&?ts rnd bustles to order., Dad Elliot was s shoemaker;
Charjeg Lemon was a dry yoods mercih-nty; H. L. Cook was a

tu:lr‘fhvare dealer. k. B. uelch and Norman Leland weire

Pa&rtners in the drug business in the first brick block
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built in Byron. Frank Ven Tyle and Orville iuller also sold
drugs.

Owen nnapp was a pioneer ca:binet maker and undertaker.
He made the coffins of black walnut, first going to the home
of the dece«sed and tcking measurements., l'rank S»vaje suc=
ceeded Mr. Knapp in the undertaking business and his son-in-
law, Herbert .hitehezd, is now doing this service in the
village.

The first physician who located in Byron was ur. Abner
Sezrs, He came in 1838 and died soon afterwards. Dr. Henry
Rowland came in 1841, He afterward married a daughter of
Robert Crawford. OLUr. Rowland died in 1850. Doctors Guthrie,
vebster, Sluth, Austin, Fox, Colwell, Stevens, inepp, Seymour,
Ruggles, Orr, and Robert Iox have been vracticing physicians
in Byron singe that time,

Hotels: The first tavern was erected nearithe mills
on the spot where lir. .enk has his new home, It was intended
for a bourding house for the mill hands. .hen lir. Sedler
toolcr possession of this cabin he hung out a sign "Cottage
Inn' yhich continued until 1847,

In 1841 vwallace Goodin put up a small building which
he nsmed the "Byron Hotel," where #r. Chapel and family now
live,., 1.r. Goodin sold it to Freeborn Joslin and it was
afterwards tought and enlarged by Harvey Lee, later by Uncle
Bl1lly gSmith. The 1l-st landlord was indrew williams. The
Puil1qing was burned in 1848.

rerdinand Downer, in 1860, built another public

house on the east slde of the street where the community
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Hall now stands., This was called the ragle Hotel.

Communicction and Transportation

In May 1837 the minutes of the road from Genesee

County, entering Burns just south of the - st Branch of the

Shiawassee River, vwere entered on the records of the township.

It was located a few days presvious as was also the river rosd

lezding north west from Byron. In the same month the road

leading north from Livingston County, passing the residence

of Thomas P. Green on Section 32, to the N. V. corner of the

township was established. On the ninth of august, the east

and west road passing the lioss Hotel and the Chaffee school

house, was established. Then the one passing the school

istrict No. 8, and the residence of Isaac S. Barnum was

located. These roads were laid out by Thomas Green, .zllace

Goodin, and Rufus C. Rathburn, commissioners of hishways.,

In 1840 the State Road from BEyron to Owosso was established.
a

A map of the township published in 1858 illustrates the
several plank road companies promised

4ll freight

rcads gt that date.

t0 bw11d in Shiawassee County but =11 failed.
4

fnd magjil came to Ggines and was hauled across the five miles

of Poor roads, tvo miles west on the town line and three

Mles south to Byron. There were several men whose business

"88 teaming. losley Royce and lir. Miner were professional

te‘ﬁ‘“"'lst‘rers who made two trips to Galnes per day, rain or shine.

a. <ee Map No. 1, in cover.
4, cee ilap Ho. 4, in cover.






Post Office and .eekly Mail: A letter from New York

cost twenty five cents., Major Provost w=z:s the first post-
master, in 1840, Prior to this date the mail wus brought
from Holly, but not at regular intervals. At first the

msll was carried on horse back but in June a stage line was
established from Pontlac to Ionla, by which the mail was
brought to Byron. Major Provost wus succeeded by Holden
White who came to Byron in 1842, Mr. WWhite opened the first
general store imn the village. Soon afterward Mr. White was
followed as post-master by George C. Holmes, Nicholas Gulick,

G. C. Royce, E. Lemon, F. E. Sleeth..

Railroads: No railroad cowpany saw fit to build
through this section in an early day. This injured every
branch of business and slowly the dirrerent firms moved to
more advantageous locations,

Before 1850 the Detroit and kilwaukee railroad was
laid five miles north east of Byron. A stake was set and a
Sside track built, after which the village of Gaines sprang
Into existence. It was the first intention of the company
to build through Byron. The people of the village felt so
Sure that the road would have to be built through the place
that tney asked an unreasonably high price for the right-of-
vays; the result being that the railroad was built to the
east pringing into existence later the village of Durand
8NA gt the same time blasting all hopes of Byron ever

becoming a city.
Next came the Detroit, Howell and Linsing road,
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drawing largely from the patronage to the south and southwest
of this place breaking up our wool and grain market.

The Chicago and Lake Huron railroad was co:pleted in
1876 and an agent appointed at ur nd in th.t year. ith the
bullding of this road, Bancroft, seven miles to the north
and west and Durand eight miles north of Byron beg n to win
their share of Eyron's trading area.

The Ann Arbor railraod was bullt through Byron in
1885, The citizens of E,ron saw the previous mistake and
pledged a bonus of ;15,000 and the right of way for this road,

but it was too late to mcke Byron the center it should have

been,

Byron Newspaper: The first newspuper of Byron was

pub] :shed weekly, by James Sleeth, editor and o.ner, and
was c¢alled the "Byron Herald." The first issue appeared
Nov . &, 1885. The publisher was a man of broad interests
88 the following advertisements taken from Volume I, Number
I of the Herald indicates:

"James sleeth
At torney-at-law, Solicitor in Chancery, Justice of the
Peace, and Notury Publiec.

Office at herald Office

Byron, Michiéan."

From 1885 until his death the Herald appeared every

Weel, illiam McDonald, a son-in-law, carried on the work

for gsome years later, Then the paper was discontinued,

Since that time Byron has been without a newspaper.
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The Township Organized

Burns was organized a8 a sepa:aute township with its
present name and limits by an act of the Legislature of
Michigan.approved lkarch 11, 1837, which also directed the
first meeting of the electors to be held at the office of
the Byron Company (which was in the house of James i1rovost).
On the third day of aApril 1837 the meeting was called with

the following named electors present:

Ezra D, Barnes . Francis J. Provost
Thomas P. Green Robert Crawford
Amos Foster John Burgess

Peter K=anouse Wallace Goodwin
Rufus C. Rathburn Alonzo .oods

All the Woters who attended this meeting received one
or more offices. Francis J. Provost was elected to four
offices, Thomas P. Green esnd Ezra D. Barnes easch to three,
while several received two offices eazch,

In 1838 the township board voted to pay {ifty dollers
for building a bridge across the Shiaswassee River., This was
the first bridge constructed by the townsizip. It crossed the
River on the Reservation in the N. W. corner of the township
TNiear the cabin of John knaggs, from vhich it later ot its
Name, It lasted only a short time.

April 3, 1843 the township voted to raise ;100 to
‘bllild a bridge across the river at Byron. This was to be on
the road leading west of Eyron below the Iyron Hotel. Later

this was replaced by an iron bridge wiich cost 3$1500. At
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the present time a bridge is being constructed on the same
spot at a cost of 75,000,
The following statement chows the total amount levied

for various purpoces for the yeur 1860, not including school

tax:
1860

State taXx==----e-crremmm e e e +212,.,22
County tax------cecccccrcccccncc e c e 116¢8.18
Townshlp taXe==-----crecrrmccccn e rccc e e €90.00
Highway taX--------c-mecccccccccccccccancncecccaca-- 72.28
Miscellaneous =-=-e-eeccecccccacccer e ———c———————— €84,19
Total pe826.87

It may be of iInterest to compare tihis with the

amount levied in 1928 wiich is as follows:

1928
State taxe--e--ecmcmcccmr e e $4631.98
County taxeemecmcmccrccccrcmcc e nr e ncccnm e e e en 510366, 49
County raod tax spportionede-==--cecccccrecccccca-x 2413.44
County raod at large=====-e-ecrrecmceccccccccnccneaa 6752.63
Rezssessed taxeS8===m-mmcmccrrrccmccmcccc e ccn- 659,68
Drain tax apportioned-ececcceccnccccccccccan ~eemee=e 1111.76
Drain tax at large~=e--cceccrccarrccccacncnccca= —— 261,57
Townshlp contingent taxe---cecccccrccrrcnccnncaa- 1200.00
Highway imp., taxe-=c-cceccceccrcrccnccrcrccccncccea 4000,00
Road repair taxe-==ceccecccrcccccnncccnccnncccnee 1000.00
Town hall taXeeeemcecccrcecrcccccccce e e cana- 1200.00
School taxeS=-c-ceccrcmcrcnmccccccmrcc e e 17000.57
Redmond rog@e----ec--reccconmccncccnc e rrc e 500.00
Exces8 Of rolle-cccemccccccccccccccrrccccccccccc—- 142,94
Total poledl 06

Tax rate per thousand valuatlon-=---e=-cc-eccaccecaaa 29,00
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The following are n:mes of some township offices

with dates of their term of office:

Treasurers

Date Supervisors Township Clerks
1837 E. D, Barnes F. J. Provost
1838 F. J. Provost A. C. Foster
1839 E. D. Banmnes P. L. Smith

1840 I, J. Provost R. C. Crawford
1841 E. D. Barnes H. Rowland

1842 J. K. Tyler H. Rowland

1843 J. K. Tyler H. White

1844 J. K. Tyler H. White

1845 S. R. Kelsey W, W. Kelsey
1846 Nicholas Gulick H. White

1847  iiicholes Gulick F. G. Lee

1848 Nicholas Gulick ¥, G, Lee

1849 B. W. Dennis G. C. Holmes
1850 S. R. Kelsey H. L. Dreke
1870 Roger Haviland N. P. Lelend
1872 Roger Haviland Nicholas Galick
1874 T. M. Euler Gilbert S. Lewis
Lg7e . ... Jobtter Gilvert S. Lewis
1878 T. M. Euler Gilbert S. Lewis
1880 N. K. Potter Gilbert S. Lewis

Remah Cole
Remah Cole
Remah Cole
Remah Cole
Henry Wiltsie
W. H. Chaffee
W. H. Chaffee
W. He Chaffee
H. White

H. Rowland
Roger Haviland
J. W. Wendell
Je. We Wendell

Roger Haviland

A.J. Cole
John Kitson
John Kitson
John Kitson
G. H. kddy

H. L. Cook
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Population Change: The following table shows the

population change in Burns township and village and adjoining
towns, and villages from 1850 or date of incorporation to

b
1920.

Table Number I

Population Change

LS

Villages vt Townships
1
Date 'Byron'Galnes'Bancrolit 'Burns'!GalinesAntrim'Cohoctah
T T T TT T T T
1845 ! ! ! t1 488 ' 166 ' 1le7! 418
1 ! 1 1t 1 : ] 1}
1850 ¢ ! ' te 717 ' 286 ' 282! 544
! ' ] 1t |} t 1
1860 ' ' 111065 ' 760 ' 895! 887
1 ' ] 1t t ? 1
1870 1 ' ' 1115587 11316 ' 992! 1176
1] ! 1 L ] ! t
1880 ' 355 ' 344 ! 111876 11782 ' 1190¢ 1276
] ! ' LI ' 1 ]
1890 ' 413 ' 304 111467 11735 ' 992! 1286
! ] ! - 1 ? t
1900 * 432 ' 240 : 528 111563 11619 ' 1287! 1340
1 ] tt ] ¥ 1
1910 ' 427 ' 238 ! 543 1113532 '1467 ' 1031t 11562
1 1 1 1" 1 1 !

The above table shows a general decline in
Porpulation of these communities during a period of years.
The adjacent towhships and villages indicate the same trend

88 that of Burns township and the village of Byron.

b. The tasble was compiled from figures i1n the
U. S. Census reports.
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Village Incorporation: The village of Byron was

incorporated April 1, 1873. The first election was held on
the eéighth day of t:e same month, the following officers

being elected:

President----=------cccecccaca- - Charles H. Lemon
Recorder-===-ec-memmcncccccancnanac- James Sleeth
AS8€880Pw=mrrrcm e e~ - Jabez Close
Marshale-e~cemceccccaccccccae e D, M. Tallman
TrusteeS~-c-cccmcccncrcncccccncan= Chauncey Viells

Wellman ¥, Close
Orlando Lee

A. B. iielch
hdam Betterly

Isaac Barnum

Social Life

Mrs. Della l. Tutbs of Howell, %ichigan formerly a
Byron girl, in an article which she resd at the occasion of
Byron's Centennial Oct. 16th and 17th, 1925, spoke regarding
the Eagle Hotel and the soclal 1life of Byron as follows:

"This building contained all the accessories that
the times required___ a ball room for dancing and home
T & jent shows. Once in a while a donation was held in this
llEl11 for the ministers whose contract included a donation
W3 th his salary. There was a large dining room on the first

rloor and a bar in the basement where men quenched their thirst.....



"0f the dances in the '70's and eerly '80's I have
a fond recollection. They started in carly and the musicians
never stopped playing until morning. At midnight & supper
was served that would sstonish the young people of today,
and would cert=:inly be cuzlled 'some feed!., Those viere won=-
derful times. Long cold rides with horses and sleighs were
enjoyed. The dances were money-musk, quadrilles, heel and
toe polkas, Virginia reel, Scottische, ripple, and others.

Not many waltzed in those days. Frank Roberts, violinist,

a8 picola player, and an organist, and sometimes a dulcimer
nade the finest harmony in the vorld. We fortunate ones,

who took part 1n these pleasures, wonder i1f the 'fox trottersd
get as much real fun out of doncing as we did.

"There were many would-be Jeffersons, Barretts, Booths,
Bernharts, and Jenny Linds in the casts of the home dramatics
and no doubt if the authors could have been present they
would have enjoyed the plots :nd acting, called it good work

and not have recognized the play as anjthing they had ever
hegrd of."

Rise of Neighborhoods

The year 1836 marked the immigraticn of farmers into
Ehe township. They settled in more or less clusters forming

e basis of at least three distinct nelghborhoods at this
t 3 1me.

Chaffee Neighborhood: The following families who

Came to Burns township located in the south central portion;






S
Ezra D. Barnes, Tioga County, New York, came to Burns in

April 1836 and setiled on Section 34. He brought a wvife
and two boys, one of whom was killed later by felling from
e fence.
In the spring of 1856 Dyer Rathburn ith his wife
and seven children recsched the township and located in the
S. E. quarter of Section 20. =ith the helpof Rufus, his
eldest son, he built a cabin which was afterwards used as
a tavern, Lr. Rathburn brought two yoke of oxen and a span
of horses with w=gon, irplements, and household goods. He
sowed wheat that fall and plented corn the following spring.
In karch 1836 Robert Crawford came here and located
on the south side of the river on :ection 15. Iir Crawford
came from Oakland County, lilchi.an, moving there in 1826 from
Canada. He moved to Canada from New York in 1820. As soon
48 his cabin was completed Joseph Leonard, his son-in-law,
With his vife came to the new home of their father. Her
Jounger brother :nd sister came at the same time and the rest

Of thne family came in June.

The first knowledge any of the three above mentioned
famsi jies had of esch other or the location of their homes was
bPC“JEﬁw about accidently. The Rethburn fumily heard a rooster
‘Tow one morning to the north and east of them. They knew
tkuel?ea must be a vhite family living in t at direction and

8
etting out to look them up, found the Crawford family com-

°l§1351b1y located in their cabin. Probably before this incident

Coxy 5. The geneaology of those pioneer fumilies who have
thetinued in the community to the persent time is given at
Close of the topic. See page 44,






Mr., Rathburh and his son, Rufus, were exploring on the west
side of what is now ianouse Lake, One motioned to the others
to come around the lake and on meeting found lir. Barnes,

They were each just building their cabins at the time, and
their meeting resulted in exchanging work in completing tuelr
homes.

The first wi:ite c¢::11ld born in the towmship was idelalde
Crawford, the daughter of Ir., and ILrs. Robert Crawford, on
Nov. 2, 1836. =allace Goodwin, who with F. J. Provost was
trying to maxe a city of Byron deeded this child (in com-
merction of tie event) two lots which were later owned by
Nicholas Gulick. che became the wife of Rev., Sprague, a
liethodist minister, who later moved to Galesburg, .alamazoo
County, l:iichig-n.

The next settler was John Burgess who located on the
south west quarter of lLection 23. He brought a wife and
daughter named Lauretta. .fter building a log house he sold
to Capt. John lLeurie, ond tlien located on a part of the farm
now owned by .rs. Seward Chaffee. Ilirs, Burgess died soon
after and was buried on this farm.

John B. Barnum, vwho in June, 1836, settled on the
¥N. W. quarter of section 28, s probably tihe next settler.
Ie built 2 log house =nd after about a year and a half traded
it to Vim. Baulch for part of the S. V. quarter of Section

26. The first farm located by Lr. Barnum was purchased by

S. S. wiltsie in 1843, !ie had a wife and four children and



a half brother known as "Uncle Tormy." John B. Barnum died
reb. 5, 1865. His wife, Urena, died iay 24, 1848, His second
wife died in I'eb, 1880. :is son, Isauc &. Barnum, married
amelia, daughter of Robert Crawford. They lived cn Scection
26 near the sight of the old homestead.
Pet<r sanouse came to Burns in the summer on 1836.
He was a blacksmith s:nd brought a kit of tools —-ith him.
He settled on the south line of Scetion 27 and was soon ready
for business, His was the first blacksmith shop in the town-
ship. The next one wus sturted at Byron by Joseph Layton.
The blacksmith shdpwas no doubt the first buciness enter-
prise in this neighborhood which helped to develop =a
nelghborhood consciousness,
Amos Foster located forty acres in Sceetion 22 in iay
1836. Nr. Foster acted as gulde to numerous land seeiers
who at that time began to flock into the township. de built
& log cabin in which Wm. Ch ffee is supposed to have taught
the first school in the township in the winter of 1858-1839,
wnile lr, and Mrs. Foster were absent on a trip to the I=st,
In the summer of 1836 ..illiam Ch-ffee located tiie
S outh half of Section 22, “The first school6 in the township
Vras built on this farm and was taught by William Chaffee.
%with the establishment of this instituticn which

Vv as known as the Chaffee School tiwe boundaries of the

6. see larly Schools in tre Township, page "77.
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neightorhood recame well fixed and the foundstion was laid
for educational and socizl groups. Out of this inter-
dependence of neighbhbors we have the rise of what has always
been known as the Chaffee neighborhood.

The following family names whose families settled
later and contributed to the building of this nei hboriiocod
are: Wiltsie, Foster, Barnum, .olcott, Elddy, Joslin, Arthur,
Rorabscher, cteffey, and Swick. The social 1life will be
discussed lcter in connection with the social 1life in the

I7
neighborhoods.

The Green's Corners iielghtorhood: Thomas P. Green

came in August, 1836 after &« trip of twenty one days. Mr.
Green was born in the state of Connecticutt in sugust 1805.
The family moved to New York in 1&07. On March 25, 1829
he merried inn Sprogue who was born in lew York May 7, 1807.
On t-eir way to Burns, he stopped in Livingston County i here
he met D. F. Rockwell, who located land in Burns on Sections
52 cnd $3. Of him, ir. Green bougi:t one hundred acres. The
Green Corners Church, which is still standinyg, was built on
the cormer of his farm, A school named in his honor 1s now
located across from his farm in Livingston vounty. This no
doubt w-s8 the second neighborhook in the commnity.

lir., Green helped locate many of the first roads
in the southern part of the county. The Indians called him
"Che-Chemokeman" meaning "Big White Man." At thic time it

was necessary for him to go three miles beyond Brighton---

7. See page 37.






a distance of thirty miles, to mill. The€ nearest post office

wes at Howell, fifteen miles away, At the first town meeting

Er. Green was elected Justice of the Peace, Assessor, and

Commissioner of Highways. ?n politics he was Republican.
Among the carlier settlers, Nicholas Braden who came

in 1836, should be included. He was born in Germany, lived

in England then in New Yérk. From there he came to Michigan.

He bought the northwest quarter of tection 32, bullt a cabin,

lived there for eighteen months, and shook with the ague the

most of the time, One day while he was sick, ean Indisn came

and sat down near the house., MNMr. Braden, hezring the dogs

bark, looked out of the window. The Indian said;

"Sick?"

Mr., Braden replied in the affirmative.

"No squaw?", asked the Indian,

Mr. Braden said that he had nonme.

This, to the Indlan, was an extreme misfortune, and he went

away groaning in sympathy.

The name of Peter Kanouse8 should be mentioned as
one of the pioneers of this neighborhood, although he 1is
mentioned as owning the first blacksmith &hop in the
Chaffee neighborhood. with the formation of school districts
his land was located in the Green's Corners District, which
factor no doubt caused the Kanouse family to form their
neilghborhood assocliations in the Green's Corners territory.
Y¥r. Kanouse's ghop served for both neighi orhoods due to the

fact that it was located near the boundary between the two.

8. See page 52,
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No doubt it was through the influence of the families
menticned ¢bove thet the Green's Corners neighbors came to
have an interdependence which created this neighlorhood.

The church and the school witich were established
through the influence of these families were instituions
apound which the neighborhood consciousness developed and
carried on inter-relationsihips with other neighborhoods.

Other families whose names shouid be mentioned as
contributing to the neighborhood 1life are: Gulick, Rathburn,

wWatts, Wixom, and ruller,

North Ireland Neighborhood: The n.rthern part of

the township which was afterward called North Ireland, was
first settled by Daniel Kitson, who was a shoemaker by trade.
He locsasted the S. L. quarter of Lection 11. The south west
quarter of Section 1l was entered by Roger :iaviland in 1838,
kr, Haviland was born in Loadonberry, Ireland, Dec. 12, 1812,
His brother, Bernard, was born in the same place Feb, 2,
1808, They were both apprenticed to a shoemaker and served
seven years at the trade, 7They came to Philadelphla in Oct.
1833, from there they moved to Canada and remained two years.
They came to .ashtenaw County in 4April, 1836. In the fall
they sold their farm there and came to Burns. Roger
Héviland married !iss C:therine .erry from Connccticut Feb.
16, 1837. Her parents, both of whom vere natives of
Ireland, moved to ..icihiigan in 1832,

lir. and Ilrs. Haviland had no children of tiieir own,

but five orphan children havc borne their name by adoption.
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Mrs. Frank Sheldon and i.rs. nobert Cumins were the two adopted
daughters and are still 1living in the township, Later lr.
faviland had large business interests in Corunna, being
president of the First National Bank of thut place, and
president of the iiutual Fire insurance Company of Shiawassee
County,

The name "North Ireland" was given that section of
the township due to tire frnct that so many of the early settlers
were of Irish descent. The Kitsons, iyellmans, Runyans, Hunts,
Cummins, McKinneys, O'Kiefs, McCaughnas, Shonts, Badgeros,
licDonalds are the families that comprised the group.

Through the lesders:iip of Mr. Haviland a school
was built on his farm, he being the first member of the
board of education. The schoo; was the only institution in
this neighborhood. It was tnrough the school that social
consciousness 1n a group manifested itself and determined

the physical and socizl boundaries of the neighborhood.
Neighborhoods of Later D:te

The Knaggs Bridge Neighborhood: Although i hitmore

Knaggs established a trading post in the N. W. part of the
township as .arly as 1820%0 the formation of a neighborhood
came later. It was nearly twenty years afterward (when a
dam was built which furnished water power for a grist mill
and later a carding mill) that the neighborhood was formed,

The school district was formed and & school was started at

9. District No. 1 see Ikarly School on e
10. See page 11. v page 78,
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at Knaggs'! Bridge about 1840 (the records are not avzilable
to give tlio exact date.) A store and blacksmith shop were
opened soon afterward.

The neighborhood as a distinct sécial group does not
become evident until 1873 when the Grange organized here,
No doubt the Grange and school were the important factors
in integrating the forces which made this a distinct
neighborhood. No one man or family appears to stand out
as leeders in this section but the following families made
up the neighborhood groups: Knaggs, Yanson, Ggylord,Cole,

Gulick, Taylor, Davis, Burgess, Shields, .ests, and HKartenus.

Union Plains Neighborhood: The western part of the

township known as Union Plains had a rather distinect group
formed around the school and a cemetery associstion. There
were only a few families in the Union Plains district which
probably accounts for the few activities to show neighborhood
life. The Coles, [rakes, Bakers, and Tg¥lors were among the

families who settled in that portion of the township.

Other Neighborhoods: Outside of the township are

neighborhoods which played an important part in the community,

Those that should be mentioned are beer Creek, Cohoctah, and
12

Wiest Cohoctah. These centers lie in Yivingston County

along the south of Burns township.

1ll. See Farmer Organizations; page g7.
12. iap No. 4 in cover shows the location of these
neighborhoods.
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at Knaggs' Bridge about 1840 (the records are not available
to give ths exact date.) A4 store and blacksmith shop were
opened soon afterward.

The neighborhood as a distinct sécial group does not
become evident until 1873 when the Grangell organized here.
No doubt the Grange and school wiere the important factors
in integrating the forces which made this a distinct
neighborhood. No one man or family appears to stand out
as leaders in this section but the following families made
up the neighborhood groups: knaggss, Yanson, Ggylord,Cole,

Gulick, Taylor, Davis, Burgess, Shields, .wests, and Martenus.

Union Plains Neighborhood: The western part of the

township known as Union Plasins had a rather distinct group
formed around the school and a cemetery association. There
were only a few families in the Union Plains district which
probably accounts for the few activities to show neighborhood
life. The Coles, LCrakes, Bakers, and Tg¥lors were among the

famillies who settled in that portion of the township.

Other Neighborhoods: Outside of the township are

neighborhoods which played an important part in the community.

Those that should be mentioned are veer Creek, Cohoctah, and
12

Wiest Cohoctah. These centers lie in *ivingston County

along the south of Burns township.

11. See Farmer Organizations; page @7,
12. iap No. 4 iIn cover shows the location of these
neighborhoods.






It is safe to conclude for this community that those
neighborhoods which lie fartherst from the community center
continue the longest end are most active., These are too far

away to give up their local institutions. They have theilr

churches and their schools which furnish their social contacts.

The appe-r to resent the idea of being a paft of the larger

group----the community.

Social Life in the Neighborhoods

Through conversation with older families in the
neighborhhods, it has been learned that 1Interesting activities
took place in thelri district schools and homes in the prioneer
days. Among the earliest events 'eas tnat of helping a new
settler to erect his cabin. Sometimes the neighbors would
help to hew the logs and then, when ready to be put into place
for the new home, families would often come together to build
the home. The neighbors were eager to leszrn from the new
comer§ any news from the east., uhenthe frame buildings were
constructed later on, this social event became known as a
railsing. Families came from miles around and put up the
frame of tne new building. Tables were set in the yard and
meals were served to a large company.

A few husking bees were held during the fall. The
corn was gathered in, and the young people met and husked
corn until the red ear was found which happened occasionally

in the corn raised at that time. If a girl found the ear
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edh boy was privileged to kiss her while if a boy found it
he might kiss all the girls present. .ind occasionally, we
are told, the same ear appezred more than once, Fried cakes
and cider were usually served. After the corn was cleared
away, all enjoyed the old time dances.

Later the paring bees became popular when the peaches
and apples were re:dy to be cared or. Lcir ing war the only
way of preserving the frult, and the young people met evenings
and pared and cut the fruit into quarters or halves and
strung them on strings ready to be hung on frames to dry.

Maple sugar making was an important event in the
S8pring. When the syrup was ready to sugar=-off many a social
€evwvening was spent by inviting in a few neighbors to est warm
SUugar.

Spell-downs and debates were inter-neighborhood events.
They were often held between the Chaffee and the Haviland
A3l stricts. The river had a rather keen dividing influence
Socislly as well as physically. The Irish on the north
W sually gave way to the Chaffee neighbors in a spell down,
but they refused to be defeated in ther debates which doubtless
S ometimes solved the undebatable questions such as: “R‘ésolved
that fire is more important than water," or "That woman was
less important than man."

Tne neighborhood boundaries were closely related to
those of the school districts which no doubt played an
important part in determining the size and groupings of those
Nejghborhoods. Map No. 3 bears out this relation.

The early life is well described in these further

Qoutations from iirs. Tubb's artisle previously mentioned:



MAP NO. S

BURNS TO.ISHIP SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND NEIGHBORIOODS

(IN COVER)



40

"Some of t:e arts and crafts of the housevife of
seventy cnd eighty ye:srs ago will not be understood by the

young women of today, esnd perhaps some of tie older ones will
just remember. BRBefore carding-mills were introduced the wool
for yarn was prepered at home by hand. ‘omen took the wool
as it came from the sheep, washed, picked, and carded it into
rolls and made it rezdy to spin. Nearly every family head

the necessary equpment to do this work. It was a matter of

no clothes if the women could not spin, knit, and weave,
They spun the yarn for dresses, for cloth, and for all the
family hosiery. They mcde the beautiful dates, woven in

plain and clear. People are today to get one of these

masterpieces of the pioneer weuzver's art., Those who have

inherited them prize them highly.
"There were no sewing machines, All garments for

men, children, and for the whole family were made by hand.

Diecing quilts of ©11 kinds was an art as was braiding rugs

and sewing rags for carpets, Lovely samplers were made by

Little girls, with name and date in cross stitch. luch

€rmbroidery was done in white for bride's chestS.iieeceeeens

"Making soap was a topic of conversation but there
Was only one recipe. They set up a lesch, placed a barrel
T Alled with ashes on a slanting platform yith a wooden trough

B elow to cateh the lye tha was produced by pouring water on

8 shes for severasl days. \hen sufficient lye was saved a big



iron kettle was placed on some stones, a fire tuilt, a proper

amount of cast off f t of various kinds stirred in and boiled

for hours., Thus the year's supply of soap was made, Every

family did this eech spring as surely as spring came.
"Making candles was a fall task and it was a tedlous

Only a few could be poured at the same time and must

one,
Most families

harden well before being taken from the mould.

had no other light and many candles were needed for the long

winter nights,
"D,ying fruit of all kinds was the only way of keeping

it for winter use. Corn, apples, pumpkins, squesh, and all

kinds of berries were prepa ed in this way. Canning was un-

heard of. The Ball Brothers have changed all this and the

Process is essy in compsrison..es....tives of the pioneer

men of Byron and Burns thought no hardship too severe to keep

them from the side of their husbands when they ceme into

the unbroken forests to make a home, Uithout complaining,

they with their children, rode in w gons across streams that

had to be forded us thay traveled, until they reached the

S ot chosen for tie new home. Trees were hastily felled,

& cabin was built, cnd the new home was 8 reslit¥.eeeecess

"The nother was expected to furnish three meals a

Ci{i:y with everything produced from the raw materisls and

tzll&s cooking w:s done over a flreplace that was a trisl in

1133&3311‘. Size did not spend the efternoon at a bridge party

S the opera, or at a woman's club, with a chance to stop



at the delicatessen shop, buy a few ezts, hurry home with
two ot three articles in cartons, switch on the electric
stove, or, gas, make a pot of coffee and the evening be reudy
to serve,
"The pioneer woman was on the job all day, bzking

and boiling, with a few outcide interests, The times today
demand that women belong to well organized clubs, and we know
tha an up=-to-date woman 1s of great influence for good if
she does belong to literary clubs, and Bhe is enabled to help
her children cnd husband by understa:nding the current topics
and being able to advise on all questions of importance toth
at home and socially.

The world was dark

The garden was wild,

And man, the pioneer, smiled,

when woman smiled."

Decline of Neighborhoods znd Community Awakening

The neighborhoods had their rise in a self sufficing
A gricultural 1ife; they made their own colothing, soap,
Carpets, and candles, dried tiieir own fruits, canned their
Wegetables, and denexded zl-oct wiclly on their nc.rest
X1 eighbors for other physical and social needs. It is a
Question whether the neighborhoods declined as a result

S f better roads, automobiles, consolidation of schools, and
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the awakening of community consciousness or were some of
these factors the result of the decline? No doubt the
competition between nei hborhood socisl and educational
cdvantages end the wvidlage institutions caused the merging
into the larger organizations., Nevertheless we find the
akenening of the community consciousness which shows 1itself
in the development of tusiness, social, and educational
institutions; the automobile and good roads made possible
wide contacts, and more frequent communicstion between the
towns people and the neighborhoods. Thus the town area
established a new town-country relationship.

iilth the consolidation of schools13 in 1922, the
Chaffee and North Ireland neighborhoods lost their last and
only institution which held them intact as groups. The Green's
Corners Church has been closed for five jears, and at present
the School Board h:s decided to close its school and to
transport their children to the Byron school. There is no
longer an institution in this neighborhood around which the
social life centers,

Kneggs!'! Bridge still has its grange and school, The
sbciel 1life in the Grange hos a wider interest than ti:e neéigh-
borhood, drawing its membership from over the greater part
of the community and adjoining communities. The only
remaining social group that might be identified as such 1s
found here. This neighbtorhood is located between the
communities of Bancroft14 and Byron which in part accounts

for its continued existence. The one room school continues

to function? the high school students come to Byron, while

13. See pagé€ 81,



the trading and community social life is divided between
Baancroft and Byron., Of the many neighborhoods mentioned
thus far Knaggs' Bridge 1is perhaps the only one the younger
people could name should they be asked.

The neighrorhoods on the south, Deer Creek, Cohoctah,
and west Cohoctah each have their one room school and church,
The churches are perhaps the stronger factors in preserving

these as neighborhoods. Part of the pupils after passing

44

the eighth grade come to Byron or go elsewhere for high school,

west Cohoctah sends very few pupils awa; to high school.

In our study of the various areas as shown on liap
No. 6 it will be seen that the churches in Byron are still
on & neighborhood basis; their areas are small, and their
membership and influence do not reach over the community
area represented by school and trade. This accounts in part
for the lack of interest, and partly explains why the church
has not been a strong factor in community building.

The leadership in the neighborhoods has now become
a part of ti:e leadership in the larger community life as we
shall see in the study of the ploneer families that have been

continuous in the community.

Pioneer Families Continuous in the Community

The early settlers with theri descendents, carried the
responsibility of organization and handed to the present

generation the institutions of our community. Our religious,
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the trading and community social life 1s divided between
Bamcroft and Byron. Of the many neighborhoods mentioned
thus far Knaggs!'! Bridge is perhaps the only one the younger
people could name should they be asked.

The neightorhoods on the south, Deer Creek, Cohoctah,
and west Cohoctah each have thelr one room school and church,
The churches are perhaps the stronger factors in preserving
these as neighborhoods. Part of the pupils after passing
the eighth grade come to Byron or go elsewhere for high school,
west Cohoctah sends very few pupils away to high school.

In our study of the various areas as shown on hiap
No. 6 it will be seen that the churches in Byron are still
on a neighborhood basis; their areas are small, and their
membership and influence do not reach over the community
area represented by school and trade. Thls accounts in part
for the lack of interest, and partly explains why the church
has not been a strong factor in community bulldinge.

The leadership in the neighborhoods has now become
a part of tie leadership in the larger community life as we
shall see in the study of the ploneer families that have been

continuous in the community.

Pioneer Families Continuous in the Community

The early settlers with thetri descendents, carried the
responsibility of organizastion and handed to the present

generation the institutions of our comnmunity. Our religious,
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froternal, educational, and civic groups have their foun-
dations in, and have been largely sponsored by the third
and fourth generation fumilies., A study of the first five
families who settled and remained here shows their active
perticipation in social 1life. lany of their contributions
will be overlooked but those listed below will suffice to
show the tendency. Of the many who have been born and
reared here, only those who spent their lives in thils communiy
will be mentioned.
B 15
Barnes Family (Chaffee Neighborhood)
First Generation:
Ezrs D. Barnes end family

A successful fermer

Grower of short horn csttle

Grower of choice fruits

Menufacturer of prize cheese

Organizer of Shilawassee County Fair

President of Fair Associdation

Helped to organize kutual Fire Insurance Co.

of Shiawassee County, held office in same

kember of I. 0. O. F., officer in same

lember and builder of Presbyterain Church

IFather of 17 childred; 10 boys, and 7 girls

15. <See liap No III-Neighborhoods. In cover,
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Second Gemeration:

1.

Se

Omar Barnes end family

Clezred large farm near old home
Successful farmer

Officer in I. 0. O. F.

Held various tovnship offices
Taught school severszl yecrs

Father of two. "Hoys

L. W. Barnes and family

A successful farmer

Stock grower of pure bred hogs und sheep
Director of Central Michig:n Fair and i.ich.
State Fair

liember of Board of kducation

liember of liaccabees

Officer of F. and A. M., and of Eastern ttar
Listed in "llen of Lichigan" as agriculturist
and breeder of improved live stock

Father on nine children

Living in Byron at present time.

Oscar Barnes and foumily

Partner on farm with L. W., his brother (Their
farm was rated =s third best in t e state)
Charter member of liaecabees

Stock breeder

Successful farmer

rather of two boys

46
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4., Ira Zcrnes
General f:rmer
Financially well=-to=-do
llember of I. O. O. F.

No children

5. bFrank Barnes

Business man of Howell for a time
FParmed nesr Fowlerville for a time

Came bsck to homestezd end remodeled farm

buildings

Stock f rmer

Officer of r. and A. M.
hember of 0. E. S.
School officer

rather of four boys

Third generation:

Three of the sons, Iarl, Alfred, and iilan, end
L. wo
8nd have taken an active part in social affairs,

Three of ??e sons of lrank Barnes, liillard, Oscar,
and Raphael sre now living on and working the original land
talzen up by their grandf:ther., They are very good farmers
nd arse taking an active part in community life. Oscar is
the P I esent supervisor of the township. They are members
°f the church, belong to the F. and 4. M., and to the 0. X.
S.

> 8N4 are considered leazders in the community groups to

Whi ch - . - i
they belong. fTheir children are attending the Byron

47
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School and promise another strong Earnes generction for the

Byron community.

Braden Furily (Green's Corners ieighborhood)

Filrst Gemerstion:
1. ©Nicholas Br:den and f:mily
Born in Germany 1808
Settled in Zurns 1836
A staunch lethodist
Successful farmer
Owned 600 ascres of land
Father of five children
.rs, Draden was instrumental in organizing a
class which later resulted in a Metnodist

Ghurch ot Green's Corners

Second Generstion:
l. Luther L. Braden
Born in 1848
Officer of . and A. Hi.
Good business man

Improved the original farm

2. Franklin Braden
Born in 1851
Owned part of original ferm

A successful farmer
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Third Gerer:ction:

1.

4.

Guy Braden, son of Luther

Born 1873

Built Green's Corners l. L. Church

Deucon in . E. Church

i‘faster of ¥, and A. M. No. 80, Byron for 7 yrs.
sunervisor of Burns townsiiip five yerrs
Tressurer

tupt.of Sundey Scliool

Carl Braden, son of Luther
Born 1880

r‘ason ond offider of order
Good farmer

Living here has business at Flint

Clifton Zraden, son of rranklin

4 successful farmer, =2nd living on original farm

[lildred, daughter of lranklin
A successful fecrmer's wife now liming in the

community

Fourth Gemeration:

There are eight childred of the fourth generation

Now living in the community. Some have grzduated, one is

te.ching, others are in school.






Chaffee ramily  (Chrffee Lecighitorhood)

First Generation:

1.

William Chaffee

Settled in Burns 1£36

School located on his farm

Taught first scunool in townsaip
Treessurer of township in 1842-'44
Justice of Peace one yeur

School farmer

Féther of four children--one boy, three girls

Second Generation:

1.

Seward Chaffee

Born in 1848

successful frrmer on f=ther's farm

Pure bred stocix man

Charter member of iaccabees snd ::oodmen
Bullt, owned ¢nd operated bB,ron Llevator
Taught school

Father of six children

Third Generation:

1.

David Chaffee
Successful farmer
Living now in petroit

Mrs. teward Chuffee is =till living witn her

daughter on tne farm. LAlt..ou_h there are eleven greant



grand children in or near Byron, the Chaffee name dies with
this gener:s:tion, but will live in the hezrts of those who

vere a part of the Chaffee neighborhood.

Rarnum re-1ily (Chaffee “eighborhood)

Flrst Generation:
1. John B. Barnum
Born in 1798
Settled a large form in Burns in 1836
successful former

Father of four children

Second Generation:
1. &2lla Barnum married L. /. Darnes
worked the f:rm ten years
Now living in Byron
Active worker in community
Member of several orgaznizations

Mother of nine children

Third: Generation:
l. 4lfred B:rnes
Farmed the old homestead for a few years
Ralsed family of dhildren and is now living

in Flint



Kanouse Family (Green's Corners Neighhorhood)

First Generation:

1.

Peter :ianouse

LBorn in New Jersey 1790
Settled in Rurns in 1836
First blaclksmith in to.mship
Commissioner of [Ii_hways 1839

Father of four children

Second Generstion:

Se

Jacob Kanouse

Born in 1840

llarried 1840--first wedding in township
(double wedding)

Founder of Eaptist Church in Byron
Deacon of Frobate 1876=-'76

Good farmer

Edmond sanouse
Born 1810

Good fermer
isctive in businecss

Yather of four children

Peter nanouse
Born 1822
Farmer on the old farm

Father of four children

o2



T™hird Generction:

1.

Luther, son of Yacob Kanouse

Good fermer

Active in ¢ . A. Re.

One of the last commissioned officers in
Custer Brigade

Representative one term, 1901

Master of F., and A. M. Lodge

Name appears in book, "ilen of lichigan"

Winifred, son of Peter lLanouse
karried and lived in Wicconsin for a time

Now living on a farm in the neighborhood

Philip, son of Peter
Good farmer and citizen of community

Not married

Sarah, daughter of Peter
Graduate of University of uichigan
Successful teacher

Now keeping house for Winifred and Philip on farm

Irving Lewis, son of Edmond
4L good famer and citizen
Living on the o0ld homestead

Never married



Fourth Generation:
l. Birney, son of Luther
An active farmer
Has held township officcs
Master of F. and A. M.
Fifth Generation:
1. Marvin, son of Birney

Now living in Lansing

This completes a brief and incomplete outline of
some of the pioneer fomilies with their:. descendents who were
born, reared, and died in the community, or are still living

and contributing to the welfare of the community.

In contrast to these families, with their contributions,

two other pioneer families should be mentioned. They took
up small farms, worked as little as possible, and have been
opposed to all progressive enterprises., Their meager
standards were satisfied by fishing, hunting, and trapping.
Thelr names do not appear on the township records as holding
any offices. No organization claims their membership, no
name is found on the records as having graduated from high
school. They continually caused trouble to their neighbors
and a number of their names appe:nred on police records. They
opposed progressive movements @f the past and stood solid
against the consolidction of schools, liore than once have

their families received public aid from the township or

54
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local organizations., Their children and grand children have

glven more or less trouble amony others of their age group.
Such 1s the generel outline of the history of non-participating
famillies in the community.

This chapter tries to show that through the history
of the stable families, the foundations have been laid for
an organized progressive socigl 1life and through active
rarticipation, whether forceéoor voluntary, the individuals
and families have found themselves as cooperative members
of a greater group, building snd grewing together towards

sometning better, They have made mistakes but these should

only be used as stepping stones by those who have tsken up
the work and not charged against them, for the present

&eneration may be found very imperfect whem it comes to be

Viewed from the distant future.

15, By forced participation is meant those economic
8&nd political activities in which each person had to cooperate
in order to make a successful administrative body.
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PART II
History of the Organizations

The purpose of studying the orzanizations 1is to
determine the tendencies, to see 1f there is a social
balance of organizations for the community, and to find the
needs and direction for social expansion. A study has been
made of all the forrally organized groups that have, or have
had officers, “The types found are reli ious, social, fraternal,

economic, educational, civie, and junior groups.

The Life History of Organizations: Trhe life history
of thte organizations is shown in the Xollowing diagrams.
The bar graph on the next page shows the beginning of the
Seperate organizations, and how some have merged into others;

i1t also shows those that are inactive, and the present existing

Organized groups.
a
The second greph, Figure No. 2 illustrates the
Membership change during its history. It indicates that

the older orgaenizations have the greater number of members,

Religious Groups

Christian Church: The first organized society in the

Cormmunity was that of the Christian Church. During the years
1838-139 several families living in Burns and Argentine held

Teligious meetin_ s conducted by .illiam Cummings, an ordained

a. Flgure No. 2 in cover.
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Figure 11

PART II

Life History and l.embership of Organizations

to Present Time

(In Cover)
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minister. 7These familiss had becn connected with this
church in dew Yorlk before coming to i:ichigan. A house

of worship was built in 1842-'43 in tne village of Byron.

The growth of t:e organization was gradual untll one of its
memnbers joined a secret order in 1849, and the society,
having previously voted to ordain nim as a minister, then
refused, a«nd in consequence, scveral of the prominent members
withdrew. The society gradually declined znd after that time
the ilethosist Ipiscopal organization occupied the building

which had been ‘uilt by the society of Christians.

Methodist Ipiscopal Church: Alt:iough the Byron

circuit was not orgenized until 185% it is probable thsat
meetings were held guite early., In 1836, Rev, ashington
Jackson made a circult of t e settlements in the vicinity

and organized the thiawassee liissions, which embraced the
Flint River »District., The circuit included an area extending
from Fenton on the last, to Kochester Colony on the .est,

and to Ann Arbor on the south making a circuit of one hundred
miles to be traveled once in four weeks. 1In 1898 a new stone
building was erected in Byron which is in good condition at
present and 1s occurpied by tiie same or.anizations.

Shortly after the organization of the clhurch was
completed, the 1., L, Ladies Aid was organized, At first
there was no definite plan of memtersnip but every lady
who became a member of tlie church was considered a member

of the Aid. At present the organization is very strong
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with the membership made up of all the ladies of the
community who are interested in the church, whether members
or not, unless affiliated with some other denomination. A
large part of the financial support of the church is assumed
by this organization, the money being raised largely from

sales, suppers, fairs, etc,

Presbyterian Church: The first Presbyterian Church

was organized in the village of Byron by Rev. Seth Herdy,

June 24, 1845, at which time the followins persons desired

to be or.anized as a church: Joseph .endell, Eliza iendell,
Phoebe V. Wendell, Nancy Hathaway, Peter Kanouse, G. 3. Runyan
and wife, tamuel Lovejoy, liary B. Lovejoy, Imily kelsey,

Sarah C. Xanouse, Joseph Royce, and Sally Royce.

The first motion mede after completing the organization
was to the efféct that the members should neither use nor
traffic in intoxicating liguors which was unanimously
carried.

The meetings were held in the school house of the
village until the church was built at a cost of two thousand
dollars. It was dedicsted in 1859. 1In 1879 tne society had
thirty eight members. Later the organization declined and
in 1898 the building was sold, to be used as an opera house.

It burned in 1910,

Baptist Church of Byron: On Oct. 6, 1866 the friends

and supporters of the Baptist faith met at Green's Corners

school house. The folloving people viere presents Jacob



Kanouse, Henry wiltsie, [.abel Xanousce, Lorilla KXanouce, rllza
Sheldon, Iklder “.m, white, and T. H. Shelton. The neeting
resulted in the organization of the "Religious sissociation
to be known as the Baptist Conference of Burns and Cohoctah.™
A church was buillt at Green's Corners, ‘'he association
formed at this time was the beyinning of the pres:nt Daptist
Church of Byron.

sugust 31, 1872, at a meeting it was resolved: "to

build a place of worship the coming fall." The site of the

present Baptist Church was chosen and the edifice was completed

at a cost of 53000 and was dedicated Nov. 30, 1873. 1In 1979
the church had a membersiilip of ninety.

At present the liethodist and Baptist organizations
are the only religious groups having buildings in the village,
although a holiness organization holds monthly meetings in
the villasge homes and proiracted tent revivals during the
summer.,

The church attendance which is made up of ahout one
half farm people varies somewhet depending on the lezdership,
when ministers change there is a change in attendance., The
church that has the more active participating program has
the larger attendance. Tne stronger leadershilp draws the
larger congregation. To one who is studying the over-
churched situation, competition is very_noticable between

the churches.

We Co T. U and red Cross: The Women's Christian

Temperance Union was first orguanized in Byron between the

60



years of 1900 and 1905. osuring the Local Option and
Prohibition Campaizn, vork was accomplished in securing
speakers and making drives for funds. The organization did
not increaese in membership, and ceased to function at the
beginning of the .orld uwar vhen the Red Cross became strong
in membership and activity. All effort of the women were
turned to the Red Cross work. soon after the war, the local
meetings of the Red (ross were discontinued,

In 1926 the VWi. C. T. U, was organized with twenty
members, increasing to thirty five during the next year.
Due to lack of interest ©&nd lesdership, on motion of WMrs.

Charles Schweikert the group disbanded in July 1928.

woman's Home I:i4ssionary Society: The lioman's Home

ijssionary Society wes organized under the auspices of the

M. E. Church in 1914 with an initial membership of eleven,

In 1919 its membersiip reached a total of thirty four. Since
them its membersnip has gradually dedreased, numbering
eighteen at present. The vwork of this orgunization has been
directed toward raising funds to support the : ork of home
missions. lLieetings are held monthly in the homes of the

memkers,

King's pDaughters: The Senior cCircle of King's

Daughters was organized in 1917 at the home of lirs, lary
Fox by irs. r'erguson of Vernon. 1Its purpose 1s philanthropic

in nature, contributing to the local needs of the community.
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Through banquets, suppers, etc., the organization has raised
money to purchase a piano, chairs, and other equipment for

the Community Hall. Giving flowers to the sick, food and
clothing to the poor, and fitting up homes of those who have
lost their personal goods through fires, sewing for hospitals,
and donations to the pDorcas Home for children constitute a
part of the work of the organization. In 1924 it had a
membership of ninety four, the largest in its history. At

present the Circle has eighty five members.

Fraternal Groups

1
Byron Lodge No. 43 I. 0. 0. F: A dispenastion vas granted

by the ¥ st Worthy Grand Master, Benjamine Follett, on Jﬁly

2, 1849 to B. W. Dennis, F. J. Provost, George C. Homes,

Isaac R, Middlesworth, C. C, Mills, W. %W. %ixom, J. S. Curtis,

James Botsford, "m. S. Joslin, and J. !i. Van Alstine and on

August 9th following, iistrict veputy Grand iast-r @harles

U, Little assisted by the worthy Grand lMarshall George H.

Hazelton instituted "Byron Lodge No. 43, I. O. 0. F. The

following were the first officers: Francils J, Provost,

Noble Grand; J. M. Van Alstine, treusurer; three candidates

were Initiasted the same evening making a membership of thirteen.
buring its existence the Lodge initaited about four

hundred candidates. 1In 1880 the membership numbered eighty

one in good standing who ranked among the best citizens of

1. History of Shiawassée and ClInton Countles, page 207.
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the community. The Lodge owned the building which cost $3000,
Byron Encampment No. 15, I. O. O, F. was instituted
at Byron June 9, 1864. The following were charter members;
B. V. Dennis, C. H. Lemon, Irank narres, A, Crippen, lathias
Cummins, Henry Croop, and A. H. Clark.
After the year 1880 the I. 0. O. F. organization
gradually declined due to competition with the Masonic order,

which grew rapidly at the time, and in 1890 gave up its

charter,

Byron Lodge No. 80, F. and a. M. On January 10,
1856 a charter was granted by the Grand Lodge of the State
of Michigan authorizing the organization of Byron Lodge WNo.
80, F. and A. M. In 1890 the Lodge had a membership of fifty
six. It owned 1ts hall which was well furnished. The officers
were; Theodore Ekuler, W. M.; Orlando Lee, S. i.; Robert
Fox, J. W. ; George Cosgrove, Secretary. wvue to efficient
leadership the liasonic Order grew rapidly from 1879 for a
perliod of ten years, absorbing the strength from I. 0. 0. F.
organization. From 1890 the liasonic order has had a gradual

growth until, at present, its membership numbers over two

hundred,

kastern Sturs; The pastern Stars were organized in

1897 as an auxillary to the lasons. The organization had

a steady growth and an increasing membership until recently
when a decline in the membersiilp caused by dropping the

names of members who had moved away and ceased paying dues.



People seem to enjoy formality. This characteristic is

rather apparent in all their social sctivities and is the

only way in which we can explain the growth of the or.anization.
The order sends flowers to its sick membecrs, serves suppers

on special occasions and occasionally gives a party.

lfaccabees: ~The organization of j.accabees claimed
the greatest membership in the community. It was organized
in 1891 with a membership of fourteen and increased rapidly
untll 1910 when it had a total membersnhip of 295. The dues
were then increased by the state organization and from that
time on the membership has rapidly decreased, until at present

there are only twenty, most of whom are charter members,

llodern woodmen and Royal Neighbors: fThe liodern

woodman was organized in Byron in 1894 with a membership of
sixteen, umeetings were held quite regularly until 1910
but there was no great increzse in mewmbership. At present
there sre twenty two :enbers but local meetings are not
held.

The wives of the members of wodern woodman orgsnized
the auxiliary, Roysl keijhbors, which, until recently, met

once a month at t;;e homes of members.

Civic Groups

The Byron Blues, Post, end . R. C. At the outbreak

of the (Civil ‘ar there was organized in Byron a company which

was glven the name of the "Byron Blues." There were about
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one hundred and fifty men who were members, most of whom
engrged in the war,

In 1870 about ninety Civil VWar Veterans organized
the B. A. R. Post. This group took an actlve part in speciel
day celebrations. Sham battles were fougint on the 4th of
July, and Lecoration pDay Programs were made a great event
in the community. The Post naturally had to pass out of
existence by the death of its embers and the organization
was discontinued after 1888, Of the ninety members, James
Goff, now living in Florida, is the only one surviving.

The W. R. C. was organized in 1887 under the name
of the woman's Veteran Relief Union by lirs., James Goff who
had been previously sent to Cleveland to be initiated, and
to learn the viork. Later the name was changed to Woman's
Relief Corps. The first officers of this organization were;

Mrs, James Goff---=ve-=- President
lrs. Marion Tower------ Vice Pres.

i‘rs. kinnie Telling----Treasurer

Celia GibbhsS===--ecmceeax Chaplian

Jane Savage-—=meeemmeeo- Conductress
liary ShontSeesc—ceccceeuc- Secretatby
Nellie Shonts==e-eeec-a- Oytside Guard
Mrs. fuste-----ccccuc-- Inside Guard

Av first the Corps had only twenty members but
increzsed to seventy four the first year and in 1897 the
total membersinip had reached 150. At present there are fifty

members, lirs, Jennie welch of the villsge who held the
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of fice of president for twenty one yeors, is the only living

charter member.

The V/. R. C. organization has been responsible for
carrying on the work of the Post, and to the present time
the Decoration Lhy Program, und:r tiheir supervision, makes

the day a home-coming to the older citizens of the community.

Byron Improvenent issociation: An organization grew

out of the effort on the part of the business men of the town
to maintain a pro.ram which would draw trede to the village.
At first they organized for the purvose of financing a
chautauqua . The chautauqua was held ench summer for five
Ox six years, uith the coming of good rozds and the auto=-
mobile the men discontinued the ch=utougua, wnd nut on frec
Movwing pilcture shows each Saturday evening during the summer
Mmonths, ~hich owing to lack cf interest were discontinued
after 1922.

In 1924, aefter the completion of the Community Hall,
the group re-organized as the Byron Improvement .ssociation
Whiich undertook some definite vork in organizing town teams
in bvasket ball, base tall, and indoor base bsll., The
A s sociation, in cooper:tion with the school, hired a band
Whiich played evenings on the street during the summer.

The Byron Improvement issoclation deserves credit
for helping to get young people to express themselves in
Organized groups of athletics. fThe value of such activity
Can be measured only when one sees its influence in decreas-

ing the number of public dances, pool=-hall patrons, and other
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questionable group and gang sctivities in the community.
With the uniting of the Improvement icsociation with the
Conmunity Council, which will be discussed in Part IV,

a definite program for the community will be mede possible.

I'armer Organizations

Grange: The next definitely organized group to ap-
Pear in the community was the Grange, vhich as organized
at Knagg's Bridge in 1873 with twelve membeis.

Although through financial losses due to economic
investments of the organizations the interest wss checked
temporarily, it has been the only farm organization that
has continued a steady growth and held the farmer's interest.
This no doubt is due to the type of program which makes each
member feel that he is a part of the organization., Shortly.
after the Grange ws:s organized the members built a hall which
1s used for monthly meetings, dinners, all day programs, and
the Junior organization.

At present the Grange has a membersnip of 130, Krs,
A. Reevers now past 90 years of age is the only living charter

nmember of the order.

Farm Bureau: pLuring the world war, =s a result of

& TI'arm Bureau drive, a large number of local farmc:s joined
the organization. At tine colse o the war, because of economic
1osses, most of the farmers let their membership drop. At

Present the Farm Bureau has eighteen members in the community.
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A few of the memhers are only interested in so far as they
act as middle men in handling goods nd insursnce Ifor tine
orgzsnization.

“hen a comparison is mude between the Grange and Farm
Buresu in this cormmunity, one is led to believe that the
Primary group is the unit of successful organization, and
that the group, to be successful economically, rust have for
continued existence an expressive social program in which

the local members take the initiative.

Byron Snipping association: Between 1215 and 1916

the local farmers orpganized a shipping essociation for selling
live stock., The organization existed aboub three years, but
thirough poor management und grovwing competition with individual

buyers the farmers intercsts were broken up and they disbanded.

Educational Groups

Parent Teacher's ~ssociation: The Farent Teacher's

AS sociation was organized in 1922 under the lesdersihiip of
Superinteandent . De wallace. lieetin s are held monthly
éhl:éing the school year with the exception of September snd
June, The pro,ram of the organization is largely entertain-
Ment, with occasionsl discussions. Through the Farent-
Teacher relation a spirit of understanding has been created
Which tends to tron out difficulties that may arise. The

rne‘mbership has decreased durin, the pust year or two due to
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carelessness in collecting dues but the svera,e attendance
is around one hundred.
Home telent plays under the direction of the P. T.

A. have not only been successful in ti.emselves tut give an
opportunity for expression; fine entertainments which were
patronized and financislly successful have become a part of
the community program. Irom thie receipts an initisl student
fund has been created which may be used by students who wish

to go on to collee. .

Art Club: The Art Club has « membership of twenty

vomen., It was org:nized in 1901 by lirs. Lzra Cross, wife

of the M. ¥, minister, at the home of Lettie 0lfin Nichols,
The purpose of this orgmnization is to study ert in the home.
Thxrough the 4rt Club and &chool, exhibits have been held in
the comnmunity hall, which have had a part in creating wants

for the tetter things in life.

High Scnool Alumnil issoclstion: The High School

Alumnl assoc:-ition was orgonized by Superintendent Crav:ford
in 1915, The orgcnization meels once a ;ear in the Town
Hall for a tanguet, and to renew memories of high school days.

It has no other function,

Junior Organizations: The Junior Circle of King's

peughters is m-de up of girls of high school asge. Their

work 1s mrde similar to that. of the Seniors except that
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they look after the wants 'nd neceds of children and those

of their own age. ach ye'r they plsn to send one or more
girls to some laxe where they enjoy &n outing =t the Stute
Comp for = weelk, which is ccnducted under the auspices of

the King's _Lsuphters of the ctate., st present the orgsnization
has about fifteea memblers,

Ls one studies the 1life nictory of the organizations
of this community he finds a ;oodly number of adult groups,
more perhaps than can Be supported adequately., This is
€specinlly true of the women's org:nizations. .ut when we
find so little orgysnivzed activities for the young people
we do not wonder that jangs and Hallowee!'n pranks are cormon,

withh this need in view the Boy Scouts and Girl Heserves
were recently organized. .hile these organizations are only
beginning, with the Scouts now numbering ten and the Reserves
about tnirty, it is hoped that some of the needs of the chil=-
dren will be met through these group sctivities. liowever,
one important question still confronts the community: iihat
can we do in the way of organizatvion for the boys from sixteen
to twenty years of age?

The following mapz shows the organizations represented
on €each farm in the comnmunity having chiléren in school.

The symbols reprecrent the organizations (as indicated in $he
leisend) of which the families on the farms are members,

Farms without symbols are either v:cant or the family
living on the farm belongs to no organization, or they have

no children in school.

2., see iap NHo. 4 in cover.
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A study of :ap Wo. 4 shows &n intere:*ing tendencey.
The farmers in the Chaffee neighborhoodo have fanmilies who
belong to + consider-ble number of orgenivations, In con-
nection with this fzct most of the pioneer f'a.l.'nilies4 who
were lexders in neighborhood and comunity life settled there
and are still living in that section., The map shows that
tIhe influence of those pioneers still exists and is a con-

txributing factor toward community development.

Group Interest: There is &z continual shifting of

intercst from one generation to another, depending on the
Program of the organization. The one undertsking a definite
Project, wihich makes possible active participation ond
reqguires active doing on the part of a large number of
DPeople, soon bucomes the center of interest and attracts
folxs. .hen the project is completed (which may be a play,
fi.tting up a comrunity hall, or decorating the church)
People gradually lose interest and the organization soon
Tinds its people interested in the activities of another
EX oup.

This constent snifting does not show itself re~dily
in increcsing or decreasing membership witnin the changing
&I oups, tit it may be noted in attendance and finance in
ETroups whose members belong to both orgenizatioas. To
11 Justrate: The ning's Déubhters and »id Society are made
Up of practically the same pcople with necrly the same
lei-r‘f.ch%rs‘n:ip. when one organization has a definite project

Undceyr way thie other is apvarently dormant. This is due

3. oe€e kiap no. &Oin cover.iIl
4, Pioneer fumilies, page 44



to a need of a problem or the le-dersnip interest is focused
on another group activity. JThere is o continual chifting of
interest in attendance within groups.

One could prophecy thiat = definite well planned program
of participating -~ctivity, involving l:orge numbers, would be
the key to a strong orgunization w..ether it be church, lodge,
or business groups., ‘Qhe foctor of asctivity nas played an
important part in the 1life of all the orjanizations, It is
the yroup that is doing sometining that claims attenticn,.

The best vway to kill an orgunization is for the lcaders as
well as the members to cease working. <The more uctively
the memters of & group purticipate in its ﬁroﬁram the wider
the spreud of its influence, the more it draws from other

groups, and the g re:ster power it exercises in the community.

Inter-Group iractions: ‘There are many local criticisms

of one group by another. Remerks from the church such as:
"People will o to lodge «nd not to church”, "The lodge takes
people from the church "The sciool has all the nights so

the church ean't have the young people," and "There zre too
many orgsnizations outside the church." That the above remarks
heve no foundation is illustrated by the following: within

the past wonth the lasonic order put on a play which included
nearly one hundred characters. ‘They practiced three times,

and put on the play the two evenings following. Lunday was

to have seen an empty church according to the criticisms,

but there was an incre se of nesrly 0%, most of whom were
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l.asons or tneir f:milies., So faor os could be ascertained,
other fuctors were the same as the Sundey preceding.

This stutement wus mude by the Luperintendent of the
Sunday School 1l:st June: "low that school is out and they
will not huve anytaing goling on, let's see if we can't double
our attendance at sunday &chool." Instend there was a 403
decrease during vacation,

In ansver to the criticism that the joung people
had too many orgenizations outside the church, the =igh
School undertook to iielp the situation by re-orginizing its
orchestra under the auspices of the church. .ithin a period
of six weelrs the orgrnizaticn due to lacik of encouragement
had v-nished. The Girl rfesecrves :nd RBoy fcouts vere organized
in the same church., withidn & few months the school took
over the Scouts to keep it going and the organization of
thirty girls has beconie inzccive. The sad purt of the story
is that only two or three of the church people who were
interested in the orgsnizations, ever missed them. The
Girl Reserves might have been a yood project for an Aid
Society which is too often coancerned in raising funds to

keep turning the wheels of an empty machine,

Conflicts ".ithin the Group: o doubt every orgun-

ization of any size has memicrs who are lad to support the
program so long as it is thelir program, but when they find
they didn't supgest the tihing to ke done, taey; line up with
the opposition. ¢ontinued active support of memvers is
conditioned upon their participation in a vrogram of

ccnstructive work. If they are left idle they are apt to



trensplant strife or friction from some outside source into
the group. iembtcrs must feel thut they are o necessary part
of & group before they reczlly exert t emselves to attain

the go:ls of an org nizztion. DLivision has caused no new
orgenizations to come into existence although 1s has caused
two or three to become inactive by its arising within the
group. Only with a minimum of friction can the maximum
anount of work be wccomplished for tlhie best interect of any

group.

Tendencies: Owing to tie different types and purposes
of the organizations one cannot draw definite conclusions, 1If
we group the organizatic:.s on the basis of reli_ious, social,
fraternal, economic, educational, civie, and junior groups
tendencies of importance cppe:r.

1. The relijpious orgunizations rre the oldest.

2. Organizations making the most change have continued
to the present.

5. lconomic org:nizations have had problems with

leadership.
a. ‘They have few functions,

b, There is little participution in meetings.
C. The attendance is small.
d. The chief characteristic of the meceting is
the business secsion.
4, Iducational or,:nizations are ..ell attended.
a. ‘<1here is a high percentoge of w«ttendance,

b. 7They have many changes.



c. There is a hi_h percent:ge of participrtion.
d. They hive thrce to five functions.
e. ‘Their rogrums wre plunned in advance.
5. The Junior groups are of short dur-tion.
a. ‘they make few changes.
b. They have no plins for the future.
c. liemtership and le:zdership are the two most
important problems,

It should be noted first that the junior orgahizations
are made up of rapidly changing young people. In a short
period of time the same type of program fails to make the
appeal it once did, owning to individual change. Young
reople care little for the addition of new members of a
younger group, with the result that the group has out-gromn
its fixed program, and the organization becomes inactive,
Secondly, activity plays an important psrt on the life of
young people, therefore a program, to make 1ts appeal, must
be a doing program. This gives rise to the need of meeting
place, fitted for hard knocks, whic is to seldom found or

6
allowed in rural communities.

6. Kolb, J. He and .jiledon, A. G.---"Special
Interest Groups in Kural Society." ‘isconsin .gri.
Station, Research Bulletin 84-1927,
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Lducation

karly Sciools in the Tovnship: 7The first sciool in

the tovnship of EBuarns w s held in the unoccupieuw log cabin
built by .mos l'oster on icction 22. The records differ as
to the exact d-te 'nd first teccher. Frrobably the first
teacher was .illiam ch:ffee followed by .ndrew uggins who
taught during the winter of 1838-'39. The following swnmer,
several schools were taught in the township alti.ough the
districts vwiere not or..:nized until 1843,

The officers of the first school werec Freeborn Joslyn,
moderator; and Joseph Joselyn, director. Three months of
school were held in winter cnd four in summer. Iach pupil
was required to furnish one huelf cord of wood.

The town board of sc.:ool inspectors met in the spring
of 1840 a&nd divided the entire townshin into icuool districts,

with the exception of the Indizn "eservation. In 1842 cthe

board met and apportioned the orimary money as follows:

2
District Ho. 3, Byron District----------. 28,64
vistrict No. 5§, Chaffee vistrict--==-===-- 6.72
District Ho. 4, Green vistrict-------- -- 2.88

The first call for a scnool meceting on the north side of
the river wus :ddressed to inobert Crawford on the d=te, Nov,

14, 1842, 1t vins stated that thils mceeting would be held at

1. iap No. 1. Part I, in cover.
2. lMap No. III. Part I, in cover,



the Crawford home but the nlace was changed since l'r. Crawford
did not live in vistrict No. 1, for the beneiit of which
district, the meetin. w s called. On :.ay 6, 1813, the school
board =ddresced lir., Crawford as follows: '"Ir. Robert Crawford,
you are nereby cormanded to notify every quelified voter in
the above district, lo. 2, eilther porsonally, or by le:=ving
a written notice at his rcsidence, that a school meeting will
be held at tue house of I.zmeh Cole, on the 1ldth at one o'clock
P. M."

‘‘ne next action of the board was "To examine Andrew
Huggins &nd Sarah . Stoddard, condidates for teachiing."
Both candidstes received cerfificates.

In district No. 2 a log house was built soon after
the above mentioned meeting hed been held. It wes used until
1856 when the prescnt structure (known as the Cole school)
was built,

In district No. 1 the first scnool meeting w's held
at the home of ldward Feciz, npril 24, 1847, R. Haviland
was appointed Chairman sznd the following ofificers were elected:
R. Havilend, director; ILdward Peck, cssessor; Denlel nitson,
moderatcr. ‘The next yeur these officers viere re-elected.
At a sciiool mecting in bept. 1848 the district voted to raise
$75.00 to build a sci:ool houce witich was completed fhe next
year,

Listrict No. 8 was orgrnized in 1854 beinyg formed

from other districts. 5. S. Tower in 1854 , was elected

[05]

SOT.

director and John 3. Larnum, asse
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The folloving st:tements siow the «:portionment of the Primary

Sehool rund for the yezr 1lsdO:

District HO. Pupils Amount
No. 1 21 510,58
o. 2 51 20673
No. 3 o7 48,95
No. 4 65 32,79
No. 6K 20 10,08
No. 7 41 20,88
No. 8 27 1s.61
No. 10 20 10.08

The following also sinows the amonnt of money

expended In ezch district of the township in 1879 and in

1928.

District Amount in 1879 amount in 192Bﬁ
No. 1 Fractionul $262.306 5844 ,28
No., 2 159.56

No. 2 127.48 2152.78
No. & 802,74 10881,75
No. 4 100.17

No. & 215.358

No. 7 134,73 1263.25
No. 8 53.96  350.00
NO. 10 163.14 1105.00

s oUistricts 1 :nd & ¢t present ire a part of Dist.
No. 3.

# River divided vistrict llo. 6, later it wes absorbed
by bistricts 1 und 5.
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Village Lchools: The first regular school meeting

in the village was held vec. &, 1843 in the Byron hotel.
Thhere hod been several terus of sc:.ool taught previous to
tiIiis date in tiie homes of villagers., 7The first scr0ol nouse
was built in 1845 and cost ;200.00. The Union :Zciool building
wns erected at a cost of ;3500,00, tiie Primary ocnool building
cost 3800.00

The report for the yerr snowed tiie number of pupils
in the district of sciiool age as 147 and the total amount of
money expended was 3802,74. ‘'he brick building, which is sa

Part of the prescant structure, was buillt in 1899,

The First High School: The records fail to _ive any

informsetion regarding the establisiiuent of a hi.h scnool
be fore consolidation, in 1922, when the Rural igricultural
S chool was established., Soon after 1879, however, the records
Show some ninth and tenth grade subjects were being taught,
and other grades and subjects were added later, it a regular
Ineeting of the school board on lLiay 28, 1906, "It was moved
by Dyer and supported by .alker that Vera lattison having
Completed the tenth grade should be presented with s diploma
S Ome time after the close of the school year."

In 1907 another teacher was added to the school
Malcing a total of five., The first record of & four year
Nigh school course being offered was in 1914. sAlthough no
©leventh or twelfth grade subjects vere credited to pupils,

thexre were 48 enrolled in the upper four grades. ¥Five full



time teachers were employes in thne scnool with salaries
ranging from 50 to tihat of the superintendent, rred C.
Byron, which was 382 per month. At this time the enrollment
was 101,

Oredits were ;iven for eleventh and twelfth gr:ode

subjects for the first time in 1915.

The Present liigh ochool: A. T. Hagerman was
employed as superintendent during the jecrs 1919-1921 st
an annual salary of $1800. No doubt it was tihrough his
iniation that the consolidation of districts 1, 3, 5, and
8 was introduced. At a meeting of the school btoard on Feb.
2, 1920 the following action took pluce. "A apecial meeting
of the legal voters of school district No. 3 in the township
of Burns, Shiawassee County, and state of kichigan will be

held for the vurpose of voting on the question of consoli-

datin, the territory of said district with that of contiguous

3
school districts, in order that a Rural Agricultural School

may be organized as provided an ict 226 of 1917 as amended."
"A11l ayes."
Signed: Je A. Foster---vecretary.
vistrict No. 5, Chaffee, at a speclal mecting voted
to "Join vistrict No. 1, 3, and 8 for the purpose of
organizing a Rurzcl Agricultural tchool, for which there were

20 votes cast, 17 for and 3 against-------- carried."

. See llap No, 3 for vistricts 1, 3, 5, and 8.
District No. 3 1s Byron School vistrict.

81
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.+t a meeting of the board on June 22, 1920 on a
motion made by wm. savage the tuition was raised to ;75 for
high school pupils =nd to 350 for grade pupils.

In 1921 consolideation of the above mentioned districts
was completed and the district thnen bonded for 325,000 to
build an =zddition to the three story brick structure then in
use., The tuilding was completed in 1922-1'23 and ejuipped
early in the f-11 of that year.

The statistical snalysis of the school situction
at present is well presented ina letter written by the
superintendent to the parents in l.ay 1928 wvhich 1s as
follows:

Ilay 1928.
To the Patrons of the Byron High School:

You have maintained a twelve grade scunool for thirteen
jears, Your school has graducted ninety seven pupils. The
number greduated in the last five years is fifty five. The
largest group to graducte 1s the present class of fourteen.

Of the fifty five who have graduated during the past five
years, twenty five have entered or will enter college this
fall. Your school was placed on the szccredited list in June
1924 for the first time. The school was inspected the fourth
time in l'ebrusry anc¢ accredited until June 1930. The enroll-
ment hes increased from 202 to 22¢ during the past five years,
which is an incre-se of more thun 107, The number of pupils

payilng tuition has incressed from nine in 1924 to thirty



four in 1928. The increszse in tuition amounts to newxrly .
31S00.

Luring the pret five yerrs tiie money raised by the
district to support the school h&s decressed from 315,000
to 312,000, an even 20 .reduction in your school tax. ‘he
cost of maintaining your school for one yerr is approximately
$24 ,000, Learly half the cost comes from outside sources.
Your first ctate ge’d vas received in ifugust 1924, The school
received from tliis source annually .53000., The Smith-Fughes
la: for rederal Aid in .griculture and ilome Lconomics made
1t possible for tnis school to receive l:ost year the sum of

$1285.48

The primary money amounts to approximately- 3000.00
Total amount from outside sources-=---==-w- 10000.00
The bonded indebtedness was==-=-m-memcomoo= 25000.00
ihis is being paid at the rote of ;1000 per year plus the
interest. ‘here hes been paid on bonds ;3000. Hearly
'}154000 has been spent in pnermanent improvements: tables,
laboratory equipment, books, etc. {$900,00 has been invested

in musical instruments during the past yesr.

Statistics of the School: The school has a membership
Of 226 pupils of whom 156 cone from the country and ninety
from the village. The area of the district is twenty four
SQuare miles having a valuation of 877,000, The tax rate
1s fourteen mills. .ne bondedness indebtedness in 1928

Was 522,000, The tuition for the Bigh school was $75. The
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cost per capita of maintainence and instruction is sapprox-

imately 90.00

Teasching rorce: The following teble glves tihe names

and number of teachrers, thelir cuslifications, years of

experience, salary, and major subject interect.

TAEBLE NO. 2

Teaching iorce

Ll 1 v '

[

Teacher's NamestQual, 'Yrs. Lxp! Salary 'Yrs, in'Subject
1

' ! 'this Scllnt.,
[ 1 1 [ 1
G. H. Burt ' B. Sc.! 11 ' 453000 t 6 1 Sc.
t Life ! ! ' Agri.
1Cert. ! ! ' '
. ' 1 ! '
Ella fhelps ;! A. B.r 16 ' 51800 ' 6 ' Home Q.
Life ! ' ! ' Ing.
' cert. ! : ' '
1 ' 1 ! '
Ve neisenberéer: Life : 2 : 31500 ! 2 ' llan. Arts
. Cert. | ' : : History
zoe Lott | Tife : 5 : s1260 ' 2 ' Latin,
. cert. ' : | hrt, lusic
Kate Morsworthy' B..Sc.' ¢ ' ji7so ' 1 ' Nath.
1 1 1 1 v
IJife linéo
' Cert. ' ! ! '
! ] T 1 ]
Cleo Shelp | sec. ! 6 1 51050 12 ! 506 Gr.
Gr. C.
‘ ] ] ] ] !
llargaret btowel} Lirfe ! 4 ! 51050 ! 4 ' 3a4 Cr.
cert. ' ! ' !
1 1 ] 1 ]
1
Retta Hartwig . Life ' 7 ' gp1zs0 ' s ! 12 or.
. Cert 1} ! ] !
] e 1 [ 1 1
! ! |} ] ]
HAe Ve Fleck ; ! 1 ! Part ' Band
) : : : Time : Orchestra
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Transportation Of Puplls: Illore than one hundred

pupils rre brouzght to school from the districts that
consolidated with the village school. The following table
gilves the ncme of the driver, length of route, number of

pupils drawn, and salary of driver.

TABLE ¥0. 3
Transportation
EOI !

Name of driver Hength of Koute'! No. pupils! Salary

drawn t

1
?
1 1
T T T

Carl kddy ' 6.5 miles ! 17 ' 800,00
1 L] ]

Albert Aldrich ¢ 6.5 miles ' 17 ' .,850,00
! ' 1

George Lddy ' 7 miles ' 19 't 850,00
' 1 1

2lva Remiss ' 9 miles ' 28 t ,1000.00
' ! 1

Dalless Hibbard ' 8 miles ! 23 ! 950,00

Total A v 104 vt 54400,00

% Distance first child tsken on bus, rides to
school.

Library and Magzzines: ‘dhe school library has
approximately 1,000 volures, to wnlch 1s sdded each year
from 50 to 75 booizs, The school subscribes for twenty five
of the leading magazines vihich gives & considerable amount
of re ding matter for schiool use, Less thun five per cent
of the adults in the community make use of tine school

library.




Course of study for 1927-1028

Grade 9

First temester

Inglish 1
Algzebra
Home Ic. (girls)

Man. Arts (boys)

Grade 10

First temecter

English 2

Geometry

Sociology or Lkc.
iiechanical vraving
Crops

Home Ec, (girls)

Grade 11

First Semester

American Literature

Chemistry, Paysics,
ng. uLit.

animal Husb., or aAgri. Lc.

Am, or wuro. iistory

Grade 12

second Semester

lnglish 1
Algebra
Home sc. (girls)

ilan. irts (boys)

second femester

inglish 2

Geometry

Physiology or Civics
Illechanical vrawing
Crops and lorticulture

flome c. (gilrs)

Second Semester

American Literature

Chemistry, frhysics,
Inge. Lit,

Animal Husb., or u.sri. Ec.

Am, or luro., History

Same og 11 only Latin has been added.



Credit hos becen offered for music, typing, and extra
4
curriculer cctivities tunroughout the high sciiool course of

study for the past three yeurs,

3chool :~rea: The steady growth of the schiool in

view of a declining population in the township indicates that
some of the factors discuscsed have played an important part
in its increase in enrollment.

The influence of the sciiool has been shown in its
increasing sciiool area. This is illustrated by the following
map,5 wnich divides the growth of the school in periods of
five years each. ‘he line numbered one rcpresents the
boundary of the territory from .lhiich graduates csme during
the years 1914-1519., Line iio. 2 shows the territory in
which graduates during the years 1920-1924 lived, and Line
No., 3 surrounds the territory of the graduatcs for the years
1925-1929.

The map indicates the directions of growth to the
south, west, ahd north, The lack of extension to the east
is due to the consolidated school territory of Gaines.

The small numbers located on furms represent tli.e

dete an individual graduated, who lived at that place.

4, Boy Scout, Girl Keserves, Projects in Agri.,
end Home Ic., ond Athletics.
5. lap Ho. 5 in cover,
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Survey of High chool Graductes sfter consolidation

had been in force for six years a survey vins made to learn
vihat effect the rural agricultursl program weos hoving on the
cormunity. A contrast wos made of the six yesr period
preceding concsclidation of thie sci:ool during which Byron had
maintained a twelve gr-de school with the following six years
of consolidation. Luring the twelve ye:r period eighty three
students had graduated, twenty eight boys and fifty five girls.
Twenty four boys come from the farm and four from the village.
Thirty tvo girls lived on frrns =nd twenty three lived in
the village.

The following table s:anows the numter of greduates
who went to the farm and those who wecre still on the farm

in 1626.

TaBLE NO. 4

Survey of Graduutes

ent To Farm? STIlIl ror ing
i 1 1 1 1
Dete 'Total Grud.'! MNo.,'Per cent' No.! . of tihwose who
! ! ' ! ' went bock to form
T T T T T
1914-119 1 30 1 1g 53 rg9 1t 56
1 1 1 ' 1
1920=-125 ! 53 ' 10 ! 19 ' 6 ¢ 60
! 1 ' ' '
1914-125 ! 83 ' 26 ! 36 115 ! 58
1 ' ! ' !

6p The surve; wus mude by the rLept of Lociology
i‘ichigan Sate Collese, bhast Lansing,



The decreszse in number of those returning to the
farm during the period from 1920-1025 was no doubt due
largely to two frctors, viz; the agricultural deprecsion
folloving the war and r«pid industrial growtnh of the cities
of Flint and vetroit. Hineteen of tne fifty three gradustes
during tnis veriod went to one or the other of tiiese cities
to do office, f:.ctory, or carpenter work.

The question was asiked, "Do high school honor
students ;0 back to the farm?" The following table shows
the total number of honor students, ti:e number and per
cent of honor students,from the farm who went back to the
farm and the number znd per cent still on farwms in 1920.
TaBLE NO. S

Honor Students

T 1
' Farm honor students 'Honor stu-
twho went back to furmtdents still

! 'farning
1 [] L 1 ]
'Tot21l no, honor 1lio, ' Frer cent tNo,! Per
'students ' ! ! ! cent
tfrom farm ' ! ' !
. ) [] 1 [ 1 1
1914-115 ! 5) ! 1 ! 20 t1 v 20
? ] ! ] 1
1916-120 ! 10 ! 5 4 50 t 2t 20
| ] | ] t | ] 1
1921=-125" ' 11 ! 3 ! 27 21 18
] 1 ] 1 1
1914-125 ! 26 ! 9 ! 34 t 5 v 19
' ' ' 1 '

% By honor students we :ean those wio had an
average of B or above,

20
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The :ollowing tubie shows the gr:des in aigh school,
the numi er yeurs of dvanced education for tne seporate
grade groups, of the ei hty three sroeduates between the years
1914-1925, listing the farm boys, farm firls, town boys,

and town girls separately.

TASLE NO. 6

Relation of iiarks to Advonced iducation

L tho=1!
Source ' liarks ttalt Advanced lducation

rA v B Cr D vl year ' 2 yrs. 'S yrs. '4 yrs,

v Tl "TATB C DTABCD'TABUCD'A E C D

F.de§'1 ST121 OF IV SJTOVHRIITO TQTOFTITO TO'OTITO'QTOTITO

| I R D | L IR B | L R B | t ooy
FoGirls! 4114112 21 5210'8%4'1 t5rer1'O 1011101010111 C

| I R R A t ¢t vt vt ot or o ot ot
T. Boyst Qr 3% 1t Ov 4'Q0'0'0'0 'O'0*'1'0 10'0'0'0'0'01'0'0

| I B R S | [ R R N D D e R B B D D D N B |
T.Girls' 0112111t O' 23'0'211t0 t0'5'810 1010101010101010

Total T ot4IT33T g&'O'IQEiI '5'1“3'6 TOTITITOTO'1I'2'0

The forejzoing table shows that t.ie three "A" students
who toox advanced work .e¢re farm girls., They vent two years
and received a 1life certificste for teaching. ounly one "D"
student went to colleie. He wa8 capt-in of the hiish school
foot-ball team, but failing to make the college team, dropped
out. Thirty s=ix graduates, or 43 started in advaaced work.

- Of the seventeen who took only one ye.r of advanced work,

ten took business courses, and three earned a limited cert-
4 ficate for teaching. The table shows that the average student

continues his education fartherest beyond hizh school.



0f the seventeen rupils who completed two yeurs of advanced
work, all prepared for teachxing. <1he two whio took three
years of advanced educstion taught school. The "C" student
in the last column has completed seven years of advance
study in medicine. During high sciiool he participated in at
least four extra curriculcr activities.

The following table shows the graduates for the years
1926-1927 and 1928, together with their standings, the
number takling advanced work, the number of class offices

held and the number of honors won.,

TADLE MN0. 7

Grades and Leadership

! T, Q! No. tak-Tido. officliio. honors
Date 'No.'H.'Av.'L.'Grades ing Adv.W.es held ' won

1 T T T BTGV DV AIBICTDY AYBICGID ' ATBIC'D

1 T 1 vt v T vt r it 1T &1t 1T 1T 1.1
1926 '11 '9 ' 2 10 131314111 2120]10 117rerl r O'2'L'Q

' o U D D D D T R D I R S RO T B B R
1927 '11 '6 v 5 10 12141411121l 203150 ' 110120

! to A R T R A I T T R B R DR DR B B
1928 114 '6 ' 7 11 1415141151501 00 5'410'0 Y 114'1'0

o U R R R D D D I R R R TR A B B
Total 36 21 14 T O ITJISf 67 o1 8 IJIT 0 2 6 4 0

From the above we conclude:

l. The students with better gradcs take advance work,

2, The average student?slightly above the average shows
more leadership and wins more honors than those with
the highiest or lowest stanaings.

5« That average studeants (so far as grades are concerned)

have a high intelligence quotient.
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No doubt we may have a misunderst:nding of marking
students; tihe students who do what the teacher wants them
to do, or are docile enough to refrain from doing things
not listed in the course of study may st=nd a better chance
in winning the hish grade., Should ccnclusion No. 2 be
gzeneral in seconduary education it -wsould seem that our basis
of marking would need some adjustment,

The following table snows the number snd percent
of students who ranked among the upper one third in
scholarship that complieted advanced vork in higher educ-

ation from 1914 to 1925.

TABLE 0. 8

Honor Students and f(lizher -ducation

Source oI'Total'! Lcholarsnip abovel Higher education
students 'Grad.' average !

Town Girls 25
]

v T No. '% of total T No. ' % of higher i1d.
i i T 1 T
Farm Boys' 24 ' 6 ! 25 t 0 ! 0
! 1 ! 1 1
Farm Girls 52 v 13 ! 40 r 13 ¢ 100
? 1 ! ! !
Town 3oys! 4 + 1 25 t 0 ! 0
| 1 1 ] t
LI 29 r3 o0
t 1 ! 1
! 1 ! 1

The above table might leud one to think that
none of the farm boys graduated pursued courses beyond
their hi_h school work but ten boys have gone to either
college or normal since grsduation, though their redords

did not plszce them among those who ranked as the upper
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one third. ..ost of the g5irls who toox advanced work went
to Normal (olleye at ¥psil=nti to prepare for teaching,
although a few attended business colleg e =znd took up office
work.,

iiost of the boys who, since consolidation, have
gone back to the firm to remain have specialized in one or
more enterprises on the farm. Their activities in the
business l1life of the community are promising. The following
table shows some of the phases of agriculture introduced'

into the community throush their contributions.

TLBLE NO. 9

sgriculture and iiducation

1 L
No. speclalizing!cnterprise tsuken!'! Approx. value in 1928
L}

r

5 tCertified beans ! $4000.00
1 !

9 'Certified pota- ! 4500,00
1toes '
1 ]

7 'Registered hogs ! 2500,00
1 L]

2 'Registered corn ! 1400,00
1 !

-3 'Poultry raisers ! 1000.00
1 1 _

2 'Registered cnttle 1900.00
t ]

The foregoing table not only indicates cheaper
and more efficient production of a better quality product,
but also many contacts of a high type necessary in the

purchasing and efficient management of crops and live stock.



95

The following table is a study showing the numb:r
of farm boys, farm girls, town boys, and town girls who
graduated from high school from 1914 to 1925. Also those
who went to & four year college and those who graduated
from college, together with the number of extra curricular
activities in wuich those who graduated from college

participated during their hi h school years.

TABLE NO. 10

Participation and i&ducetion in High School

r r twent tofirad. irtAv. no. of
Source 'Total!'Grades '4 yr, Cl4 Yr., Clertra Cur.Act:
Grades 1In H. S{ A B C DIVABCDIABCDIARCD ~
R L} 1 1 [] 1
Farm Boys 't 24 '2 12 9 1'01 20'0010'0 4 0

1 | !

0
'arm Girls 32 '4 14 12 2'01 10'0110'032060
0

'
1 1 ' ' '
' 4 '0 3 1 0'00O0 0000

' ! ! ! 1

vt 23 '0 12 11 0!'0O 1 0 0'0O 1 O O'0 2 OGO
8o te 41l 35 310 &8 5 OTO 2 2 070 &5 6 O

Town Boys (O N0) 00
Town Girls

Total

Only six of the eighty three graduates entered a
four year college, two of wiiom went only one year. One of
the two was a "B" student from the country who had been
valedictorian and president of the Senior vlass; the other
was a farm boy with a "C" average who had been captain of

the foot ball team.



Growth of Student sctivities

From 1915 to 1922 the general hi_h school academic
studies hsd teen pursued. In 1922, after consolidation,
Manual Arts and Home Yconomics were introduced followed by
a four year vocational agriculture course in 1923. '.ith the
introduction of the vocational work and increased attendance,
the need for s definite program of extra curricular activities
was felt., The {irst effort in this direction was to establish

a good atnletic program.

Athletics: PFrevious to consolidation the hish school
had a foot ball team in the fall and base ball in the spring,
which was conducted largely by the "fans" of the town and not
altogether on a vholesorie plan., 1In 1924 the school secured
the use of the Town hall during the winter for athletics. The
school joined with the Byron lmprovement Association and
through their athletic program Ifinanced the activity, which
cost approximately 250. in Athletic Board was elected by
the high school students which later handled all the business
of the athletic association including scheduling games and
buying equipment.

During the first year a girls! basket ball team,
girls' indoor base ball, hizh school boys team, junior team,
town mens basket ball team, and older mens indoor base ball
were organized. The Hallk was used two eveniag,s euach week

according to the following program.



TaBLls NO. 11

Lthletics

.
Time ' fuesdey; and rriday Lvenings

T T

6:30=7:15 ! Junior boys 'Basket and volley ball
' Junior girls !
! t

7:15-8:00 ' High Sc. girls 'Basket and volley ball
! aAdult women !
! 1

8:00~8:45 ' Hoe S. boys 'Basket ball
1 !

8:45-9:30 ' Town Team 'Basket bell
' !

9:30-10: 30 ' H, S. boys 'Basket b«ll scrimmage
t Town team !

10:00-10:45 ' Older men 'Indoor base ball
' ~

The games are played on lriday evenings wiienever
p0531u;e; 1hey usuzlly scheduled two on the same date. On
Tuesday and Iriday, during the day, each pupil, if physically
fit is required to tuke some physical training. Teachers

take their groups cccording to the following schedule.

TABLE NO, 12

Physical Lducation

Tuesday and Friday Athletic Schedule

Time ™ Grades J Activities B
T T
10:00-1L:00' & & 4 'Drills, folk dancing, etc.

11:00-11:45' & & 6 boystuxercises, games, drilds, base ball

11:45-12:30'7,8,9 boys 'Lhxercises, games, drills, base ball

o7

1:00- 1:45' 5& 6 girls'kxercises, games, drills, folk dancing

1
1:85- 2;45' H., S. girlskxercises, games, drills, Volley ball
! 1
2:45- 3:30r i, S, girls bLecond team practice
1 '




During the fall the high school boys play foot ball
end the younger boys usually have a second team, The girls
have volley and indoor base bzll (which is played outside).
The school is discouraging girls basket ball owing to the
strenuous exercise, and no inter-scholastic games have been
played by tie girls during the past two yesrs., The spring
$erm athletic program is given over to base bull for the
boys and indoor base btall for the girls. The spring program,
except for the high school base ball team, is not followed
so closely or supervised as thoroughly as in the fall or
winter, owing to the time given other sctivities which will
be discussed later.

The following table shows the number of inter-
scholastic games played by the tesms &nd the number lost or

won cduring the yeer 19027-1928.

TABLE NO. 13

Games
L LN ]
Games 'Number played!Number lost !'Number won
J 1 [
l. Football! o 3 3 ' )
1 1 1
2. Basket ! 12 ! 1 ! 11
ball ! ' !
! 1 !
3. Base bell 11 ! 1 ! 10

One evening euch month the Hall is reserved for
the use of the boys and girls in the surrounding country

school districts. ~The consolidated schioocl furnishes
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leaders to help them in organizing and conduciing games,

The school spouasors the affair in view of adding tuition
pupils to the high school. wvistricts from one direction

unite to compete in tieir gemes against districts of

¢nother section makking en interesting evening for the children,
This has not been an entire success owing to the l:ck of

interest on the part of some of the rural teacners,

School Health Program: The demand for a scliool

nurse grew out of the nccecsity of a physic:l inspection
program. In 1926 the Board employed a part time nurse,
througzh the w#ichigan Tuberculosis wssociation, et a cost of
#1950 for the yesr, for a one day per month service., This
service is now being given for the third year and 1s rendering
itself invaluable to the scnool and community.

The followving is a swmmuarized report of the yecr
1627+1928. The school had a one day service monthly, mcking

a total of ten days service. The first scven visits were

made by .gnes Graff, the last three by Beatrice lerriby.

Vision testse—eee=-- R ke L L Dl L e L 155 average
Hearing testiS~-ecmcmmmmmmmc e e e e - ~-=135 average
Physical inspectionSe==eecceccnccen- —————ee e~ Iach child

This includes &« dental inspection, adenoids, tonsils,

cervical glands, skin, eyes, throat, and hair.

Re-examinationse=ec-ecceccecreaccaax e mm————— --= 56
Recommendation slips to purents-—--cecececewec-- -- 37

All inspections, defects, height, norm:-1l weight, end
sctual weights were recorded on the accumulative,

permsnent records.
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welghed----- Lach cliild in the first six grecdes was vieighed
montinly. &1l caildren more thun five pounds under weight
vere given advice about fcod :2d rect, and in some cases
the mother was visited.

lleasured~-==~-- ach citild was meazacured in teptember
and in Janusry, and Liis normal weight calculated.

Home callS==~eemcccme e e e e 17

For each defect found we try to visit the home
and find the underl;ing casuce 1f possible. Ve advised
parents to consult the famil, physician about treatment for
the child. If the parents cannot afford medical care, we
try to provide that through stete aid.

InterviewsSeeececmccmncuax —————— —————— 2

These were with county officers concerning indigent

cases.

Corrections: puring summer
Refractions (eye corrections) =-e-ce-moceeecec- 1
Tonsilectomies snd adenoidectomies (tonsil and
adenoid operations)--=-=-ccecce--a-- R bttt 7
bentale-mmmmeemm e e e e e -- 10

Dentel-===ceccmmm e r e e e e e e - 17
Refractions (eye corrections :nd . liccesS)=m=== 2
Tonsilectomies and adenoidectomies~-veccccccaa 6

Three of these caces were financed by the
state. DBy recuest the county poor commissioner
visited the school. He made arrangements for three

tonsilectomies and adenoidectomies to te tsken care of
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at Ann Arbor.

The county physician brought a doctor witn him;,
and twelve children vere exumined., #e found two children
who had questionable tubercular glands. He also examined
a child who had crossed eyes. The parents promised to have
these children treated during vacsation. If the children
are not taken care of, we will try to have it done next year.

The tooth drill was demonstrated to the children
in the primary room.

kach month a health lesson was _iven 1in each
room, stressing on the following subjects:
l. Iood and its princirpies.
2. lNourishing breakfasts, gjood nutrition, poor nutritution.
3« Prevention of disecse, ‘Tluberculosis,
4, Milk the builder. A well balanced diet.
5. Clecnliness and care of the skin.
6. i.ental hygeine.
7. Getting ready for school.
8. Care of the teeth.
9. Prevention of colds. rresh air and ventilaticn.
10. cleep. Rules for sufety.

The lodern Health Crusade was introduced in the
primary room,

The Let's Grow sSeries were furnishied for record-

ing their chiores,
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Student Council: 1In 1924, after some ciscussion,

& hish school boy circulated a petition =sking for a govern-
ment by the student body. The petition was wccepted by the
faculty and the students proceeded to clect officers., One
member was chosen from eacn of grades 7, 8, 9, and 10, and
two from euch of grades 11 and 12 to represent the student
body. The following students were chosen.
12th gradec.eeeesesccssessssssllortense Orr and nenneth Smith
1lth gBrad€.ieecesacecsscsesesssesorris Bull end bLeslie Hibbard
10th grad€.iciececssecssssseesssoectanley Ball
Oth  Ertl€ececeessssssssssssesenatherine Leetch
Bth £rade .eieeesesseesessesenuburn ~ewis
TEh Bra0€..ieescsescssesccssssevera Carpenter

The secretary, ilelson Graves, was elected by the
council, A covmittee bty the council drew up the {ollowing
constitution which wiiich was accepted after the third reading

before the assembly and teing posted five duys.

COUSTITUTION IOR THi BYRON AGRICULTURAL
~CHOOL STUDLNT COUNCIL
we, the students of the acsembly, in the interest
of student government; the better cdninistration of the
different branches of that gover:ment do establish this

constitution for the &Student Council.
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~RTICLE I
Legislztive vepartment

Sece I
The council shiall be composed of menbers chosen seni-
annually by the students of the ~scembly.
There shall be one representastive from the seventh,
eishth, ninth, and tenth grades, and two from the
eleventnh and twelfth grades, respectively.

cec. 2
The representatives shall be nominated by the members
of the respective classes end elected by the student
body.
itepresentatives snall be elected by bullot.
o person shall be « representative wio is not doing

"c", averagze work.

Sec. 3
A secretary snall be e¢lected by tne council from their
own number,
The duties of tuie secretary si:wall be:
To keep a record of the proceedin,s of the meetings
of the Council.
To notify the members,
To notify committess of their appointirent znd of
business referred to them.
To taiie charge of «ll the records of the Council.

To make reports as siiell be required.
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sec. 4
Thne council shell reguire the attendance of the mom ers
and if a representative is abesent from three meetings
without good cause, he snall be discontinued and a speciel
election held to fill his vocancy.
The mejority of the Council shall constitute a guorun
to do businecs.

YeC. O
The Council snall have poer:
To nominate members for the asthletic Board, Literary
Board and such committees :nd boardas =s are dcemed
necessary.
To ascure control of the :-neral conduct of students
outside of the clatss rooms,
To make such rules znd regulations as shell be necessary
for such controi and to further tne best interest oi' the
student body.
'o enforce tnis rule by scting as a ju:ry for tne purpose
of hearing cherges against memuvers of the student body

and also by puniching offences as may seeu advisabile,

ARTICLE  II
kxecutiee _epartmient
vece 1
The executive pouer shall be vested in a president of
the student council. iie shall hold orfice one semester,
The president shall be nominnted by tiie Councild from
its members and voted upon by bollot by tire gencral

ssembly. The vice-pres:cent s: 21l be elected in the



manner,
1o person who has not completed at lecct one seuecster
in hi.h sciiool shall bc ¢lected for the office of pres-

ident.

The dovties of the president shull be:

To call order and open meetings.

To znnounce the business of the mecting in the order

in which it is to be acted on,

To put to vote sll :uestions vhich have been regularly
moved and supported, and to asnnounce the results.

To prescrve ordcr and to dececide —hien referred to zll
guestione in points of order or practice 'hiich mey cride,
To be respernsible for tihe charse of the asseunbly room,
appointing such people to take charge as he may see fit,
To append his signature .nen necessary to all orders,
and proceedings of the Council.

The ratification of two-thirds of the csseubly

shall be sufficient for tne establisiuient of this constitution.

BY L:iwdS
The president shcll have cherge of specicl meetings in
the wsserbly.
o individizl shell hold tvio mejor offices at the same
time,
Tne election of Council officers shall e held during

the second week before the close of ewcil scmsster.
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4, ‘the faculty adviscr suall have the po.er to veto any

action tw«izen by the Council.

ccording, to the constitution the elcction for the
folloving yeer wus nicld in fay, one week after nomination,
The candidstes were Raymond Spang,cerbarger and Leslie tibbard.

Theilr cumpaiygn manscrs vicre Lelson Graves and ..cnneth Cinkth,

work of the ctudent Council: <the I'ollo.in, is a

copy from the procecedings of one of the weelilly council
meetings.
"Student council | eeting, vecember 21, 1528."

Herold---rReported for gereral disturbtence,

To arolo,lze beiore essercly.

ruth K. 'Rerorteu for cin, to baex of asseally room,
]

ruth T. 'and cuusing genersl disturbuance, ~uth n. and
1

Reatrice ll.'Ceatrice :ssiglied separcte rooms to study alone

!
'for one week. mth v, ebsent, left over for
!

tnext neetinge.
Mr. H. Reported for t:liin_, aloud in assembly room.
(teczcher)

Talked with him =nd decided to let it drope.

Phyllis G. Gener-1l disturbance, osent warning.
four reports

Ilester H, Reported for not obeying. ot alloved to speak
four reporis or leave sezt for one wcck,.

nenmmeth $, Gener:l disturbance, ceczt ¢ anged.

laxine C. ceneral disturbsance. H{ot obeying. 1ot allowed
four reports to spe k or le ve seat {or one eck.

iuva K. For tolking b:ck to person in churge. Put in
labor«tor, ctore for one :'€e€k.

uth T, .rote letter to parents.
S renorts
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Aside from the reguleur mecting, the Council trkes
charge of several -ctivities in the sehool. The ussembly
room seating 102 pupils, is under their supervision., Iio
tescher 1is in this room throughout the dsy. & student 1is
appointed to sit at the teacher's desk during his or her
study period to answer gyuestions, supervise the room and

ring the buzzer for clusscs to pzss. ,ibsent and tardy

marks are recorded by a person chosen by the council.,

Appointments: oscveral comnittecs are chosen by

the Council to D¢ held responsible for certain functions.
The flovier committee, vwhose duty it is to solicit plants

in the fall from puatrons for the scnool and to care for them
during the winter,

The Socic¢l Board concsists of three students vhose
duty it is to arrange school socizl functions, parties, etc,
and has an active part to play in the social l1life of the
school,

A Literary Dosrd is cnosen by the student council
to t-ke charge of the azsembly progr:ms which are held once
a wveek and its duty is to arrange a program for the year
and appoint groups to tuz.e chirge of each program,

The ithletic Eoard consists of a member chosen
from each team, to.ether with secretary and treasurer
chosen by the Council, w..ose auties have been mentioned
under atnletics,

A flower fund committee, usually consisting of only

one person, is chosen by the Council. The duty of this
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committee is to collect funds to be cpent for cut flowers
wihiich are sent to sick pupils or parents or ¢iven in case
of a death of a patron of the school.

An historien is c¢ppointed by the Council to write
eacli year the history of the scnool znd file it with the
student councill after re:ding it before the sssemily.

Faculty advisors are apwointed by the Council for
each graae. The grace 1s responsilble to .he faculty
advisor for class events. The advisor acts as a chaperon
on such occasions,

The Council appoints a librarian, (on the advice
of the teacher) a student to take charge of ma.azines, and
one to taxe charge of fire drill.

The Ltudent Council has been rather Preluctant in
malkking rules which would be a temptation to pupils to
violate, btut instead tihiey have formulated, and by vote
of the ussembly, adopted the follo:ing code of é&thics.

Code of Lthics: In order that I may ive and
recelve the best in my school I accept the following
code of ethics.

l. I will hav self-respect.
a. 1 will be pleusant and always remember to smile.

I will be friendly to all.

b. I will be sincere., I will be myself and sct as

a pretender =t no time,

c. I will be true for the s«w.e of those vho trust

™m

me, I will be honest ot all times.

ct

de I will be brave. I will dare to undertake
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difficult tasxs,.

e. I will be strong. I will not allow myself to be
weak and dependent on others,

fo I will be pure. I will think clean thoughts, :¢nd
live o clean life. I will not cllow myself to
think low of wnyone.

I will be & ood ~orikmnan.

a. L will be indenendent and self-relisnt. < will not
seek help unless the tsegk 1s greuwver than my ebility.

b. I will be accurate and careful in my work and will
not allow myself to wori in & careless and slip-shod
wanner,

c. 1 will be prompt and determined. I will nave my
work done on time, believing that now is the best
time to work.

I will be 1loyel.

a. I will show true sportsmanship, being a good loser
and a generous . inner.

b. i will play fair with everyjone. I will not Bake
adventage of anyone,

c. 1 will conduct myself wisely ut scuool.

1. I will be quiet in the halls an. assembly room.

2., I will help to keep the school houcte as clean
as poscsible.

S¢ I will always try to be on time.

4, I will be courteous in speech and deed.

5. I will avoid confusion between classes by

talking as quietly as possible.
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4, I will try to add to the spirit of the school by:
a. Always giving my support to any committee that
seeks my help.
b. DBeing loy«l to my cluss by doing snything I am
asked.
c. Being generous and helpful whenever 1 cun.,
d. Being lively and showlng lcts of pep in anything
the scnool undertaues,
I believe that by doing these few things 1 will
help to meke a better school and a better self,
The Student Council deserves mention im assisting
the teachers in cooperution with the Lepartment of Lducztion
of the ..ichigan state College in adoption of the following

Tentative Ztondards for markding vwi:ilch sre used in the

school.
TLHT.TIVE ST.NUARUS FUR LARKING
The "A" Student
a. w1ll be dependable for superior preparation of work

assigned in neatness, organization, and accuracy.

b. .1ill on his oun iniatiative do . ork not assigned.

¢c. #1ill show a decided interest to contribute his share
and more to the cluss exercises,

d. .1ill be eager to meke up cluss work after a2bsences.

€. .111 show by tests and preparation of zssignment a
mastery of subject superior to tihat of the "3B"

students of the clwss,.

The "B" Student

a. 111 be dependable for prep:ration snd accuracy of
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workx assigned.

..il1ll do on nis own initisaitive .ome .ork not called for
by re,ular azsignment,

.111 be ea_er to maikze up clacss . ork «fter cbsences,
.111 volunteer to :ontribute to t.e daily recitations,
and spow a willing intcrest in all class exercises,
»111 in tests and assi_ nments show = mastery of the
subject matter above the average expected from, and

accomplisned by the class.,

The "C" Student
/111 prepare tiie work acsi_ ncd.
%i1l1l contribute some to clacs exerciscs.

w111l show a respectable mustery of the subjecct.

The "D" Student
Covers less than the minimum daily assignments, iiis
work will be cone in slovenly and inui ‘fercat fashion.
Undertazes to secure a pacsing mark by the smellest
amount of study possible.
voes no supplementary vork vwnich is not assi_ned.
Trnkes indifferent part in class excrceises.,
l.asters a meager fund of minimum esscntials.
tiis vork is below avercge of the class.,

The "i" Student

The mark of & may result from any number of wenknesses

viich will cause the student to fall siort of thne minimunm

reguirements ss sct forth for thie work of the "D" student,
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The 3tudent Council did not find favor at first :ith
some of the parents. i few went to thie Board of iducation
with the remark: '"lave we ot to let our cnildren be ruled
by those kids?" The Board was optimi:ztic snd waited patiently
for results. .ithin & _ear from the timw tne Council was
or,anized it was snowing its cffect on the community.
Susiness men felt the effect. One is quoted us saying: "The
kids don't seem =0 destructive as they did before they
sterted that council. fThey seem to nave more respect for
other people's property.”

Uivisions in t e communlty over local issues heve
their effect on the Student Council. Some spite vwork occurs
at times by parents setting pupils against otier puplls and
the Council. +this however is growing less thun at first.
The Board of wuducation firmly believes in the Council. They
feel that student government with its sctivities haos saved

proeticelly the expense of on odditionszl teacher.

llusic: 1wo credits wre tllowed towards graoduation

in vocal and instrumental music. One teocher with ability
in vocal music is employed in hii_h sciicol altiiougn not as
a music teacher., .. Girls' Glee Club znd a Boys' Glee Club
togethecr make up cthe chorus for tne sciiool., Programs csre
arran.ed to use the sepirate proups a nuiver of times during
tie year, un operetta is put on in tire carly spring by the
Glee (lubs.

Pisno instruction 1s given priv tely outside of

scnool and creditv is ellowed, one credit beln, iven to pupils
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wihio carry ork taroughout their junior und senlor jears,
ihere are forty tvo pupils in the community vorking ifor this

credait.

Band and VYrchestra: he school l.os « forty pliece

band concisting of pupils 1n grades rour to twelve., ‘he
school purchased soze cheap cecond hrnd instruments in 1918
which formed the nucleus =sround wirich the prescnt orginization
wns tuilt,

&n instructor came to the school fro outside, one
day esch week »nd conducted the band rehearsals in the
beginning, the pupils each peying t.enty five cents for
their instruction. ouring consolidation, .ith new forces,
the bond, -.ith most of the instruments, dizspuvenred,

,

In 1925, under new managenent, the remnents of"€3§;
bend were sothered togetiher, sn instructor invited in once
a week, ¢nd priveote lessons vere given during tuoe duy at
school while tiie Board paid for u reienrsal in the evening.
The pupils purchused treir own instruments. ‘‘his arrangenent
viorkded very successfully for a couple of ,curs, but owing
to tiie fact that the pupils owned tielir instruncnts gnd
r.dvanced togetiher in the brnd no ncw material was fed inZo
the organizaticn. As puplls gradusted from school the band
vas depleted and cpain the protlem arocse as to how the school
could maintuln the organization.

In 1928 the ioard was oafrounted -.ith tic »roblem
of the bond ¢nd the nmed of : complcte set of band instiruments
o:ned by the school. ‘he band directeor ggreed to give
group lessons at a discount. 4in response, the Board voted

to purchase tne instrurnzints recorriendied wiich cost nearly



ines
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s1000. These instruments were purciwesed at : liter:l
discount a:d cueccikxed out to the nupils cccording to the
following contract:
Student's NAME ... iiieeeesscrseceseosnnses . ssesssilCaniiee
I, tie undersi_ ned, am in possession of instrument........
HOeeesesososeoseith crsecieieeomake.cucedeeiiiiees
NEWessssessssoe and do hercby cgree to keep sume in as
good condiition as it was in ut the time I received it (at
my expense).

I do furthcr =oree to relinguish my claim to daid

instrument on demand of the school band-muster or supt.

Signed=---=-==-=--=- -—-------- Parent
Oo l{o by --------------------- -Supt.
Lisnede=memmmm e e e e m e Pupnil

Fupils in the lower gr-des who appe~r to have
musical ability are encoura_.d :nd given tihe prcference
in teking inctruments., ..&any parcents buy their children
instruments s tiiey become more zdvanced. .s pupils graduate
their instruments are turned in and checked out to a
beginner to start a new group each £ 11 which keeps the
organization growing. it present the besnd has forty members
with spproximately 33000 invested in iastruments.

On speci:1l occasions the band is called uvon to
furnish the music. osecoration vay they were paid 345 with
cadditionnal tag day receipts which totaled nearly ;100., This
was placed in the treasury of the band to be used for
audition: 1 music, repairs, «nd expenscs. :ach wednesday even-

ing during; the suwamer the bsnd gives o free concert on tiie



streets of the village.

The value of the band to the pupils cw.n be determined
only in part. 1:ie pupils are interested, all the instrurents
~re used, v.ell czred for and the music enjoyed by the people
of the community. The results of the band :nd orchestra
(which is m:de up from the brnd with additional pieces)
togetner with other student activities will be suwmmarized

at th: end of this part.

Class Intervrises: The separate clacses, in «ddition

to their class organization meetings, p:-rtices, etc. are
encouraged to undertake ratiner definite cooperastive activities
each year which hss a tendency to create a more constructive

class spirit through the project enterpriscs.

Landscape Gardening: The follouwing spring, after

the new addition to the building waus completed in 1923, the
different clacses und rooms clioce a pertion of the school
grounds to seed, care for, and beautify. .hen the grading
was completed by the Doard, tne grounds wvere raked, sceded,
rolled, und watered by groups of students. Fifty dollars
was contributed by pupils for shirubbery. Plans for planting
were studied and submitted by each group. The pupils having
the btest plan suverviscd their section. A committee wvias
selected to purch-se the shrubs of a ne rby nurscry which
gzxve a liberal discount.

A half day was taken for the planting of the shrubs
vwhich consisted of:

F'ive dosen Japanese L-rberry.



Two dozen oplrea.
One dozen tHoneysucxle,
Une half dozen tnow Berry.
Four Zoston Ivy.

with more or less criticism on the part of some
parents who claimed: '"They would all be de:d in six weels,
or the kids will trsmp. them c¢ll down," the shrubs yrew.
Nature did her sh-re in furnishing a cool wet svring. The
work was that of the pupils. The made the investment and
after five years the shrubs receive much comment =nd are
claimed by the pupils who dah a purt in their setting, sas

their contribution.

The Community stchool Fair: The .griculture und

liome economics departments have sponsored e local fair
which ettracts considerable intere.t in the community. The
adjacent district scnools are urgyed to participate. .
trophy cup, furnished bty the business men of the town, 1is
given to the school winning the most points in the exhibits.
Poultry speci«lists, The Livingston County Agent, and
speancrs from the state Departiment and College assist in
making an interesting as well as instructive event for the
community. The district schools each furnish a part of the
prograem for the evening and a ten dollar prize is offered
to the school putting on the bect number. This gives an
opportunity for children to purticipate in larger groups
which acqusints them with the Byron sciiool.

The pupils tuke churge of the fair, arranging

116
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exhibits, publicity vork, announcing program snd intro-
ducing the spe:kers, each selecting a port for vwhich to
be responsibtle.

The expense 1s met largely through candy, pop corn,
and hot dog sales put on by the student body.

The following is a copy of the rules and entries
distributed by the pupils to the district schools and
patrons in the community.

"To the Schools and Parents:

The Third Ainnual Community tchool rair will be held
in Byron on vecember 7, 1927.

i changse has been made in the rules for awarding
the trophy cup. This year, eacnh exhibitor whether adult
or child ca2n gain points for his district. '1do allow all
who live in the district to compete for the trophy cup,
the following rules have been made.

1. Pupils cor parents witiiln the district may
make entries in any class on enclosed lists.

2. &any group or single pupil may entcr an exhibit
of any school :@ork.

3., =rach exhibit of +hatever class will count one

point.
4, Yrirst prize (blue ribbon)-=-=------ 3 points.
Lecond prize (redvribbon) --------- 2 points,
Third prize (white ribbon)=-=e=-- 1 point.

5. The district winning the most points will
receive the cup.

6. any school winning the cup three successive
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times will keep s=me as their own.

The Byron Consolidated School 1s not eligible to

compete for the cup.

PROGRAL

District

The following schools are eligible to compete:

l. Graham 5. Pink 9, Brieck

2. Boyd 6. Green 10. Union Plains
3. Lovejoy 7. VWilliams 11. Knaggs Bridge
4. Cole 8. Deer Creek 12. Houghtelling

A prize of ten dollars ({10.00) will be given to
the one of the above schools winning first on the program.
Each school will be given a maximum of five minutes for
music, drill, folk-dance, song, playlet, etc.

The scoring for the above will be based on:

l. Interest
2. Preparation
S3e Originality
4., Educational value
As to entries
Open to all:

1. All entries should be in Tuesday evening Dec.
6th.

2. 4all poultry, grains, vegetables, sewing, baking,

and canning must hsve been produced by members of the



community.

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

Class

)
4

. Judging will start at 9:00 A. M.
. A pen shall consist of two pullets and one

cockerel, or two hens and one cockerel.

LIST
J@vondmapEsy corn
a., Ten ears of yellow dent
b. Ten ears of white dent
¢c. Best ten ears of pop corn
d. Best ten esrs (sweep stakes)

1]l ~w=emea Wheat

a. One peck white wheat

b. One peck red wheat
III-======= Bats

a. One peck oats

Y ey St Rye

a. Bne peck rye

Voo = i o cimien Barley

a. One peck barley
Viememomana Beans

a. One peck navy beans

b. One peck red kidney beans
¢c. One peck brown Swedish beans

-=-=Potatoes
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a. One peck early potatoes

b. One peck late potatoes
Class VIII===e====- ¥egetables

a., @ Squash

b. 3 Pumpkins

c. 3 head cabbage

de 1 peck onions

glass Li-s=ssmass Lsgs
a. 6 ‘v“.’hite eégs

b. 6 brown eggs

0lass X=~=rer==== Poultry
a. Pen old leghorns
b. Pen young leghorns
c. Fren old barred rocks
d. Pen young barred rocks
e. Pen young Rhode Island reds
f. Pen o0ld Rhode Island reds
g. Leghorn cock or cockerel
h. Barred rock cock or cockerel
i. Any other breed cock or cockerel
j. 0kddpencany other breed
k. Rhode fsland cock or cockerel

1. Young pen any other breed.

ClaSS XI ————————————— Apples

a. EBest plate of any variety



Class I-==-=---
a. Two

b. Two

c. Two

d. ‘Iwo

e. Two

Class II--=---
a., Two

b. Two

c. Two

d. Two

e, Two
Class III-----
a, Two

b. Two

c. Two

d. 1wo

e. Two

f. Two
Class IV==n-==
a. Une
C1ass Ve——-a-a
a. One

WOMENS EXHIBITS

cans of berries

.cans of peaches

cans of rears
cans of plums

cans of cherries

cans of berries
czns of peaches
cans of pears
cans of plums

cans of cherries

---ganned Vegetables
cans of tomatoes
cans of corn

cans of string beans
cans of greens

cans of pess

cans of beets

--==Relishes

-===Jellies

glass

Cold Pack

Open nettle
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Class VII

a.

Class VIII

une jar or glass

----------- Saked goods witn recipe

in of raised btiscuits, loaf of white bresd, loaf
of brown bread, loaf of nut bread.

cake: 1light, dark, soconge, egsless,

voughnuts: plate of douphnuts mude with an egg,
or pdate mude -itiiout en egg.

Cookies:

Plete of 1li.ht

Plate of dark

Plate of epgless

Pies:

One crust

Two crust

----------- Art work

Annual Eighth Grade Banquet: Each year, just after

the eighth grade examinations in the county, the eighth

grade topether with the ninth grade Home Lconomics girls

of the Byron high cschool, oive & banquet to the eighth

gra e pupils and thelr teachers from the adjacent country

schools,

invitstions are m:de by tlie pupils, a coummittee

appointed to ma.;e arrangements and nearly all the eighth

grade pupils come together for the feed.

The Home L.conomics girls serve tue banquet, hile the

local eignth grace cless furnish the program. Pupils are
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shown tiarough the builiding, 'nd si:ple experiments ure
performed which help to create a desire for a high school

education.

zenior Play: The senior class puts on a royszlty

pley toward the close of the school yesr. Part of the
time of their English work is given over to practice =nd
preparation for the cless play. The net proceeds from the
pley zre usuully used to purchase sometiiing for the school

as a gift in memory of the class of that year.

Value of ttudent rctivities:; It is impossible to

evaluate the effects of extra curricular activites upon
the lives of the student tody. 4 few striking effects
lhlave been noticed. .hen parents, vhio are tax puyers, were
asked whst they thouglit of the expense of maintaining the
Hall for athletics the following answers were recelved:
"Keeps the cunildren at nhome,
One thing we know where they are,.
I wish we had Had tiis wnen we wecre young.
Saves the parents a thousand dollars that their kids
would spend going other places, [y boy likes it, it makes
him like schcol. If my boy woe os interecsted in farming
as in this I vould have to buy another eighty."

many more answers were given “hich indicate that
the people feel that it 1is worth wiiile., l.any favorahble
comments have teen received on all the activitics of the

students.
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The Student Council has hed a marked effect on the
student tody. ::any comments h=ve been received regarding
the freedom of the students, t e responsibility they tale
in metters of conduct, and the attitude of ccurtesy toward
strangers. Along with these comments came some criticismns
by those of t e older scnool whose experience has been wholly
with the autocratic type of training.

Student Council gives the teacher = rich field in
the tecaching of civics and sociology. The results tend
to shiow growth in the student towsrrd & feeling that he is
a psrt of and a participant in the school environment,
There 1s more freedom yet less destruction, more noise yet
more control, more activity yet more order, more inter-
ruptions yet more growth, hence more education.

The Code of Xghics grew out of the Student Council
in relation to the teaching of Civies, Each member of
the class was asked by the Z2tudent Council to formulate a
code of set of rules to govern the conduct of the student
body. 'he Council ssked that each put their work in a
positive rather than negative form., Tie vork of the class
resulted in the above Code of Lthics,

As result of the (ode self appointed committees of
two or three have given kind z@vice to an offending student,
Qur conclusion is that students will obey the spirit of the
Code inasmuch as it is theirs, creuzted by themsclves, for
tiemselves,

The Community rair 1s one of the broacdest projects
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that hus been undertaien by the school. iore contucts of
a conctructive t pe were m=de through the Eair than any
other chi .nnel; no doubt thet was aue to the fact that it
wes community-wide and more than two hundred puarticipated
woich necessarily maude it a success.

The value of student cctivities connot be determined
accurately but tue following tuble indlcates tendencies vhich,
without a doubt, have resulted from the extra curricular
sctivities, end student participation in his school
environment.

A study h::s been mude of the community, covering
a six year period, to s..ow the relationsitip of student
participation in extra curriculear group :ctivities, the
number of pupils out of school, problems of discipline,
petty thieving, and sexu:l hy_eine protlems., The following
teble gives =z swmmary (in so feor as possitle to obtain)

of the results found.
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TaBLl W0, 14

Iduc:tional froblems

TTolal nollvo. pupilstProtlcissTotealing 'texual

'pupils tout of 'in disci* in town 'hy,eine

tenrolledtscnools 'pline 'oer sciocol!'problems

1 B 1 Q [ a 1
1922-1923 v 202~ 14 ' 0 ! 0 ! 2

1 ! ! 1 1
1023-1924 v+ 212 ' 11 ! 6 ' 24 ! 1

] ! ! ] !
1924-1025 ' 214 ! 9 ! 5) ' 9 ' 1

1 ! ] ] 1
1926-1926 ' 220 ! 9 ! 3 ! 4 ! 0

' ! ! ! b {
1928-1027 t 242 ! 8 ' 1 ! 2 ' 0

' ! 1 ! b !
1927-1928 v 246 ! 7 ! 1 ! 1 ! 0

a. Unable to get cccurate informstion.
b, fThece cases vere small children with veyry poor
wome emvironment. ~

w .0, of pupils in district, drawing primary
money who have not gradusted, but have left
school.,

Rrom the foregoing table the following conclusions
riay be drawn. .ith t e introduction of extra curricular
activities and student participation:

l. rewer pupils leave sclicol.

2. Froblems in discipline ore reduced.

S5. Yetty thleving is reduced.

4, btocilal hygeine protlems decreace,
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Part 4

Community ctudies

vuring the past threc ye:rs so:ne definite study
has been made in the community in view of making possibtle
a better working program., It wae found that out of
arpromimately eipht hundred people, only about one tihird
participated in ' ny definite weay in community life. The
non-particigunts are not only passive to pro,ressive acktivities,
but at times have been very definitely opprosed to, =nd have
at times fought ac.ainst progrecsive me: sures.,

A record of attendance z«nd participation w+:s kept
covering a period of s=ix months, from Hovember to .pril,
of the Lodges and cChurcnes to check on wttendance, type
of program, number taking part and total attendance. The
following table gives = summary of totals and esveraye for

the different orgunizations,
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The above table indicates that the aver- ge attendance
et Lodges and at churc..es does not exceed [ifty peorle. The
majority of people who zttend Lodge, also attend Churcii.
slthough tne mentersinip of either is much greater than the
regular :ttendance, tlie organizations do not draw a very
lerge proportion of ithe pecogle cf the community.

1

In cnecking the cost pcr social contocet ol one
of tiie above organizations, the ii. L. Church was selected.
The totel budget was aivided by the number of mcetings held
during tne jear and th«t by t.e avers,e - ttendance per
meeting. It was found that on the average for each social
religious contact the cost was a little more tnan thnirty

cents.

Conrmunity Growth
A recent study s m:de to determine the extent of
the growth of the community throu,h business, school, :nd
church arezs, wmap no. 6 gives tnie boundaries of the
different areas listed in the legend. On roads leading
from the villagse, the fartanerest removed homes winich make
Byron their placc of business, sciiool, or church town are

inaicated :nd lines drawn coanccting tiucse points to show

l. 2y social cont.ct is me:nt one hour social
exposure by one person in listening or taking o: rt.
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the area scrved b; this town in thc resncctive intercsts,

A study of .ap to. 6 reveels vorious itemns of intercst
vizichh need explanation from the loc 1 peint of view,

The br.aking area, located by the banker, includes
more than those wiio ao tieir banking in _;rcn. The line
extends to tliose homes furthierest renoved who do tieir b nking
in the village. A4 stud; of tnese far rcmoved homes shows
that person=1l disssztisfoction with the local bank or bankers
cause a number of peopl.e to go soue other community for

arking interests, DBjron hwes a state bank, w.iile some of

the adjoininyg centers have privute bunks., Tnis may partly
explain why the bunk huas the largest area,

The school ares nas made rapid growthh since
conrolidation in 19022. The changing are?s of expansion of
the school is Dbetter tilustrated by lap Ko. 5. 1he nap
shows thet little growth in the area has taken place to
the east. This is due to the concolidated area of Geines
meeting that of Zyron. The westward trend of tiie boundary
is due partly to the fact that Bancroft has had a conflict-
ing group over school matters wihica rcmoved them from the
accredited 1list for avhile. 7The senlor students, feeling
the =ituation, .ent to Byron or bLurand to complete tneir
hih school course., The area h:s noved to tne south and
souta west due largely to the school program which has been
an important factor in the general expansion.

The grocery area has enlarged some.i:at since
consolidation; pareants have a tendency to trude = .ere

oL

treir children go to sciiool. ;. chain store wiich recently



opened in Byron has had an influence in - idening tue arca.

The hardware wrea is uite reprecentctive of business. There
cre two hardware stores waich : re strong coumpetitors, altiough
they have establisiied no definite extensive service of
expansion.

The crearm buying arca is somewint smaller then the
otlier husiness aress., 71nis cun be explained from the fact
that there is a demand for whole milk from rlint and
betroit. Iilk routes on the north and :outh of Eyron taize
whole milk from tnese localitics. These routes make the
boundaries ne:rer tiie comumunity center on the north and
south.

The Church areas (which were discussed briefly in

2

the becline of ieighborhoods) as are shown on the meap
deserve further analysis, It will be noticed that these
creas are sm 1l and cover practically the s-me territory.
Less tran twenty five percent of the people living witunin
these arcas belong to eitier church. . problem faces the
reli ious orgsnizations. The churcn leadership 1is eituner
indifferent of does not realize tie significance of tiie
situation. .hen the map was shown to the ministers, the
discussion of it was received with only passive interest.

A small percent of the people living outside of
the cuurch areas go to cuurch elsevnere in their respective
neighborhoods. 'ne four or five (ctholic fimilies in the
community o to tire vatholic Church in Gaines, Probably

less trian twenty five perceat of the people zttend cimurclh



“ny place.

The map sre=s of tie church when compared ~ith other
arexs teand to s:aow that the rural church is still in the
neighborinood stage of development. The eustoms cnd traditions
of tune cururch break down more slowly, end they perhaps have

contributed 1ittle to tiie community group development.

Leisure Time :tudy of .wo iundred ramilies

The Sociology vepeartment of the liicnigan ttate
College made a study of tine leisure time of two hundred
Byron families., Typicul families vcre chosen from the
village and county. Une hundred scventeen farm o.ners,
forty six farm tenants, thirty nine willage home ouners,
and elght village tenunts were studied. The results

of the study are snown in thie following tables,



TABLL No. 16 a

Stendard of Living

General information

vily 406

'Frarm o!

Farm

1
!

ob r

8

Tovm !'Town
townerst!'tenantstownersttsnants

T T T 1
A'V. nO. yI'S. in COIlI&'Llnitf] ' 0302 ' 15.5 ' 25.7 ' lgub
t t ] ]
No. rooms in home (av.) t 9.3 g,5 v 7.7 v 7,5
] 1 ] ]
% having water piped in horé 28,0 ' 3.7 't 15.0 ' 12.5
1 ! ! 1
“ heving bath in house r11.1r 8.5 v 7.6 1 .0
! 1] ] ]
” having toilet in houce vt 11,1 4,3 v 11,02t .0
1 ! |} !
% having heating system in ' 23.1 ' 13,0 ' 19.0 ' 25,0
home ! ! ' 1
! ] ] 1
% having electric lights v 22.2 ' 10.8 ' g9,0 ' 87,0
] 1 ? t
2 having telenhone 1 g7.5 " 47,8 v 33,3 ' 37.5
] ! ] 1
¥o. hours in work aay 10,5 ' 11.0 ' 9.0 ' 10.1
1 t ! ]
AVe NO,. daily papers per v 1,3t 1,0 v 1,6 ' 1.7
family ' 1 ' '
! 1 ? ]
Av. no. wcekly papers per ! ! I . 381 .0
family ' ! ' !
! ] ! !
AVe no, farm papers per r 2,6t 1,9 ! 91 )
family ' ' ' 1
! ! 1 ]
AVv. no., juvenile papers ! W4 .0 3t .25
per ramily ' ! ' !
] ! ! t
LVe no. religious papers ' M1 .0 0! «12
per family ! ' ! !
1 ! ! ]
4AVe. No. 2ll other papors ro1,3 Y 1.2 v 2,1t 2.5
'Enge 1V Ip, 1 ' sce 1' )
. ) tvane 1'im, 45 ! Ir. 1! }Cnr; _jt
Nationality 'Am.llb' NG
'

A 36'
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TaBL. H0. 16 b

Leisure Time at llome

i ! Town owners ovn ten-
Leisure time !'farm owners':-arm tensntstiours pertants hrs.
at home 'nrs. pcr yriars. pcr yr.tlyesr 'ner yr.
t 1 ] 1
Re«ding ! s6l1.0 1t 509,95 ' 404.3 ' 426.0
1 ] ! !
radio ! 172.4 ¢ 1635.1 ! 73.4 ' 156.,0
! 1 ! 1
Card playing ! 24,9 34,5 ! 19.1 ' 42,6
! ! 1 !
zociables ' 51.0 ! 18.0 ! 7.8 ! 4.5
! 1 1 1
Singing ! 20,0 ! 16.6 ! 22.8 ! 9.0
t 1 ! !
tiscellaneous! 72.1 v+ 80,1 ' 72,00 ' 50,5
Total ~ 1 651.4 ¥ BoL.4 T 509.4 T <G5.6
1 ] J 1
% leisure time 45.5 44,9 ' 59.5 v 89,7
gpent st home! 1 ! . v
TAELE NO. 1C ¢
l.en: ilours per ¥er —ecisure Time
in Organizations
1 T o i T
OrganizationalFarm owners'!'Farm tenants! Town 'Town
! ! ' owners !'tenunts
1 t 1 !
Fraternal ! 12.4 ' 10.9 1 13.3 ¢ 19.1
1 ! 1 |}
Educational 1 2.0 ! 9 ' 4.6 ' 4.5
1 1 t ]
Church 1 16.0 ' el 1 20,1 v 45.9
' 1 ! 1
Sunday Schooln Oed ' 1.4 1 4.6 v 12,06
! ' ! '
iiscellrneoust 4,1 ' 3.5 v 15.9 1 49.5
Total 1 40,8 1 272 e9 1 Ob.O v 1ol,6
J ! ! t
Percent ' Sho 1.6/ 1 5,87 1 11.87
! ! ! !
Grand total ! 2 ¢ I 1zac | ”
Teisure time | 1871.9 1 13e5.0 '1008.1 51118.0
hours ' ' ' '




TABLE NO. 16 @

Leisure Time away rrom Home

r 1 t'iown own-T"{own ten-
Leisure time 'rarm ovners'rarm tenantsters hrs. tants hrs.
away from homehrs, ner yr.nrs. per yr.'per year 'per yeer
T T J

¥ovies ! 10.2 : 14.3 ' 7.3 1 8.2
auto trips : 22.6 : 215.8 : 57.1 : 17.8
Auction sales? 25.6 E 23.1 E 3.0 E 1.2
Lvening visit% 51.8 : S5.1 : 29.5 : 54.3
Sunday visits: 95.0 : 129.5 : 32.4 : 21.3
Family reunion 11.6 : 7.7 : 14.3 : 6.5
Hunting E 14.1 : 5149 : 7.7 : .0
Fishing too19.7 25,9 1 207 ' 8.
Camping E 10.2 E 5.1 : 18.1 : .0
sJuto drives : 176.0 : 185.2 : 350.2 : 318.1
:dscellaneous! 44,9 ! 1.0 ' 59.8 ' 40,6
Total v c/9.7 : 740.0 : o80.1 : 41,1
% leisure timé 49.5 ! 5345 ' 54,5 ' 28.5

Althous;h many of the farm tenants are related
to the farm owner vhose farm tney .ork, tney have less of
tnhe modern convenlences than the owner who 1s working his
own land. The house of the tenant is smaller yet houses
in the country were built a number of years ago and in
meneral have an excess of room, The owners working on farms
are older on the aver:ge tian tiie tenants which accounts

partly for tneir greater number of yecrs ia the community.

(@3

(@3]
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The leisure time of the fumiiies studied range
from 1000 to 1400 hours pcr year, and much of this time is
spent in more or less p:issive wa, s, Hezding occupies the
sreater part of tne leisure time., 7The dzily nevwspaper is
probably the most widely read. iwost homes are destitute
of reasding matter for the children which may account, at
le=zst in part, for the absence of the children in the home
evenings.

Listening to the radio comes second in method
of spending leisure time at home. liany farmers, instecd,
of going to bed, sit up and listen to radio programs being
broadcast over the radio. Although they may receive little
constructive help, there is a tendency on tine part of the
listener to sleep a 1little later the next morning, which
not only cuts down his vork day, tut by decressing his
production, may help to increase the market price of his
produce., ..e cannot hope for this to have any effect since
only » few farmers have radios, but if there were thirty
million among the farming people they would help materially
in solving the market problems that confront the farmer,

Sunday auto trips =nd visiting away from home
occupy a large anmount of leisure time, 1io doubt the auto
drives help a yreat deal in enabling the people to compare
the stock and crops of others with theirs at home and the
visiting may be very constructive, but in genersl people
have not learned now to visit constructively, and the day
is spent too many times in idle gossip.

A speclal study was made by bvr. itumford of



Kichigan State College of the 117 farwm o .ners in the above

table.

The, were divided into three groups acccrding to

income, &nd studied to deter:iine the relation of the different

degrees oif ecomomlc success to their standard of life. The

folloving tsble g ives the data for the men ~nd women studied

in this furming areu.

TABLE MO, 17

selation of Economic Success to standard of Life

(Community B )

LN

- Tlﬁo TAV [ 181_" ! AV . 163:-
Fncome 'per=-!sure hrsisure hrs.! in

t }"LVQ hI'S lTOE‘C’l J AV. no !AV.

classes'!sonc:tat home taway from'organ,

'lei- tfarm ‘t'yrs,
'sure 'paperstin

' ' 'home ! thrs, ! 'school

L LB | |} T ! M
Below ' 19 ! 568 ! 629 ! 27 ' 1224' 2,5 ' 6,9
av. ] ! ] ] ] ] 1

o ! { ! ' !
Jver, ' 721! 6413 ! 625 ¢ 58 trl1aler 2.6 ' 8,2

1 ] 1 1 ] ] t
Lbove ' 26 ! 725 938 ¢ 65 ' 1728 2,7 ' 9.4
aver, ] ] ] ] 1 ] ]

1 ] ] 1 ] 1 ]
£11 1117 ¢ 649 695 1 42 v 1386' 2,6 ' 8,3
clasces! ! ' ! ' ' !

HOLLN

Below T 19 1T cls ! ol V 40 vV 11747 !
av. ] ] ] 1 ! 1 ]

1 ] ! ! ! | ] )
Lver, ' 721 651 ! s5c4 ¢ 42 v 1197 !

] ] ! 1 ] ] !
Above ' 26 ! 762 ! T4 81 ' 1617! !
aver, ] ] 1 ] 1 1 ]

¥ T T T 1 T T
a1l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
clascsest117 ! 870 ! 567 50 t 1287 !

3. "Farm Income snd Farm Life"--Univ.,

1927.°

Fage 138.

of Chicago Press,
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The data of this comrmunity snows that the highest in-
come class uniformly excels in all the criteri. by vhich the
standard of life is messured with one exception which relsates
to the leisure hours spent away from home. <Lh: foregeing
study only adds to those eglready made which confirm the
statement that thie highest income groups cre tie people
who have tihe most leisure time, are better educated, read

more and maintain higher standards of life,

Talent Survey

The Byron community like other rural communities has
too few to tsxe tune responsibility of leadership of various
organizations and social activities, with the result that
a few with initiative take on a greater responsibility
than can be hundled efficiently; the others become more
inefficient, and tne socizl life becomes more and more like
an empty machine, running but accomplishing nothing.

To overcome this situation and bring into activity
the latent talent, the socioclogy class of the Byron high
school made a talent survey of the community with sthe idea
of finding the talent and bringing it into active par-
ticipation if possible. 7The following schedule4 wvas used
and about seven hundred diffecrent individuals were inter-
viewed and the names of those who had participated in one
or more activities listed, were placed on the schedule,

The survey revealed a great deal of talent.

4., ctee ricure TITI on page nwrber 159
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The following teblc indicates tiie kind and nunber

having sbility in the functions listed:

MUSIC
Soprano 296 slto . 32
Piano 125 cornet 10
Ukelele 11 Guitar 5

Violin 5l Saxophone ©

SPLLCH

Politics 9 fistory 18

sumor 9 oebate 36
Prose 25 susiness 17
ART
vrawing 12
Painting 19
Sculptering 4
PLAYS
Pageants 38
Cantata 28
FARNCY
Sewing 181
Embpoidery 112
SBORTS
Dancing 40
Skating 71

Swimming 112

Tenor

116 Dase

Clarinet 9 Danjo

prums 7 Trombone
Hermonica 13 Leccordian
Poetry 54
Comedy 48
urills 41
ORiX

gonstruction

Crochet

Games 9

Athleties 3

0]

8

S0

71

(6}
(SN
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Those considered viere 11l =bove ten years of gge
and had exprecsed tilerselves in a public way in the

activities listed.

Practice in Participation: The problem winich

confronted the leadership was to find methods of gilving this

unused telent an opportunity favorable to expression that
it might bte brou,nt into action. During the p:st year a
definite effort was made to solve the problem. At the

school fair (discussed under Education) methods were devised

to exhibit art work, fsncy .ork, sewing snd construction work
of 211 kinds under the direction of the P. T. L. 4 great
deal of interest wus munifested and Bbout two hundred prize
rikbons were distributed among the exhibitors.

The nmed was :pparent for : mecthod of using the vocal
talent. ‘'‘he first program arranged for thnis purpose was

given on May 4, 1¢28. 4 copy 1is as follows:

Y BIG COWCLRT
and
ADD 0SS
HHear Yel Illear Yel

at

=i

<
o
td
[
Ga

Towne [eeting House
(Tovn Hall)

on
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Fifth Month, rourth rLay (}ay 4th)
Anno 1928
at

kight of Ye Clock

'rs., ray Vandemsrk will be the chief time beater

Ye Big Chorus

Ye
Ye

1.

6.

7.

8.

Girls Glee Club

BPand will be neard (the Lord willing)

8:00-8:15 Ye Band

Ye

Ye

Ye

Ye

Ye

(Ye mothers are desired to bring soothing
syrup to ‘uiet ye infants if so they Ltecome
affrighted wien the tune begins)

Grande chorus
(Ye singers will now talie a rest to regaine
their breathe.)

Band (Wherein they hnve been zt grest pain
in ye preparation.)
Girls Glee Club

(It will be mete and proper to smite ye
palms together in gladness when ye singers
give pleasure.)

Negro tpiritualists
(Clap with your hands but do not stomp
with your feet, ns by so doing ye dust
will rise and ye sekton will ssk for
more stipend.)

Grande Chorus wlll synge cgpaine.
(If ye know the tune ye may hum at willQ

Address--Goodman luwnford, Ye vsoctor of Lociology, ll. S. C.

Ye

Laste HNumber--"Home Sweet lome'
imerica to be sung «nd played by all

present. Ye towne foliks wio did stay at home will now be
sorely vexed that they did not o to ye olde tyme concert.

andimission: sdults 15 cents
school children free
Those on program free
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The result of tiie alove program wns very s-tisfactory,
nearly one hundred and fifty local peop.e participated.

Piano recitals have buen given occasionally during
the past ten years w.ich help to give opportunity of
expression to those intercsted in piano work. Children taking
piano lessons have put on a program in high school assembly,
which as expressed by come parents, "liade it easier to get
their hour of practicing done."

A home telent play by the adults of the community
sponsored by the P. T. i. was of a o0od type, well put on
and vell patronized. It is of interest to note that the
seventy fove dollars proceeds was placed in the hends of a
committee as a student loan fund, .hich may be used by
graduates of the DByron high schiool to continue tieir education.

The school in cooperetion with the loc:1l . rt Club
held e two day &rt Lxhibit in the Lyron down Hall., Pictures
were borrowed from tne Ltate uLibrary,=nd tihe Lansing High
School ..rt Supervisor gave an interesting talk exrleining
some of the reproductions. This not only gave the locul
people an opportunity to sce reproductions of art, tut it
has given a vision tu the :irt Club of what could be done
for rursl communities along this line.

~hile a yreat desl has been accouplishied, there is
yet nwuch to done in muking tiie opportunity of expression
possible to the loczl people and in having them become a

part of the wnole of community life,
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isdult rducstion: In COctober 1U27, some of tue locdl

people begrn to feel the need of a delinite ctudy of the
corimunity =s the found: tion for a beeter cociul programn wiich
would eliminate waste of roney, time, and tulcnt. THe school
.as petitioned to give &n evealng course to adults on
community provlems. Lbout thirty people enrolled for the
vork. The following 1is ¢ brief outline of the course
vhich was Tresenced.
1. :weaning rnd protlems of socislization.
2. Dangers due to 1l:ck of socinlization,
3. HMeasuring the socializing process.
a., Community score card.
4, nelstion of income to stendard of l1life.
5. 1lieed of exprcssion contsacts.
6. Labor saving dcvices as aids to socizlization.
7. The importance of using and developing talent
in socinlizstion.
8. Lgencies of socialization:
a. The church

b. The scnool

d. Library
e. r~ecreationdl @ encies
f. (Clubs
5. Ihe nome
9. Plan of comrmunity or_cunizastion:
a, Comnunity council for:iied and combined ith

the Dyron Improvement .ssocil-tion



b. Lreaders elected to dircct asctivities

l., Health------ -nurs
2. rley------- --girector
Se  albm=m-m—-- --=-mugsic nd drsmzlics

4, idecation----cstudent lesdersiip

5. ramnily life--extension classes

6.. liconomic life- co-opecruatives

7. Civic----==-=-- special duy lecdersiidp

8. soclal-e====- -¥raternal-Co-opernting leaders

4 copy of the cumplete outline ith gencral state-
ments :nd topics tor discussion together witn reference
material was placed in the hands of eacn member of the class.,
The courcse was conducted by tiie discussion method which was
led by the superintendent of schools. The socioloygy
department of the liichigan ttrte College cooperated with
the class in sending two speziters for the mcetings during
the course. ‘The work wcs summarized os follows by i.iss
Tlla rhelps, Inglisn and fiome i.conomics teacher of the

school:

SULLARY 0¥ CO..ULITY
COURCH DTULY
Eyron, Kichigan
November 15, 1627--First Lesson
1. wvocizl problems are solved if the ri_ht wants are
crerted.
2. Iducation is guined thirough expressicn as well as inpression,

2. It 1s necessary that the community give uveople oprortunities



to express thewselves,
It is imperztive to .ork togecther wnd to tiiink in terms
of the ~nole; all oriconizations working to_etihz=r to
s < (& o

creave the right xind of iants und to give opportunity

for exprcssion.

Hovember 22, 1lC27-seccond Lesson

1.

o
.

»
.

H=
o

Ce

Criticism suold be conciructive witn methods of
reredyjing defects tnd weca.ncszes,

voclaligation is education in tiie broad meoning.
F“eligious conversion follovied by education ‘nd group
activity mea 8 a succesgsiul 1life religiously.

The cormemunity needs cooper:tion end trust whici are of

slow Lrowth. These may bLe ofstered by outside influences
as Zible in the school, and home training.
Christianity is a Dbalanced proccss,

coumunity presents many problems to be studied.

The judging of the social values neced consideraticn.

llovember 29, 1927--Third Lesson

1.

The concept of ment:l s-tisfaction must be created «ong

people.
2. _oney is only a device by wiiicih to secure mental
sautisfaction.

b. 4 small perceantage ol people heve no concept of
ment 1L satis! ction.
c. ‘'the concept 1is ve2 uc to others.,

ovr. umfords study shows th-t:
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a. ¥Farmers with nigaer st-nosrds compete successfully
witi: those of low standards.

b. ‘Thrifty formers, he:ds of typle.l families, had
ni her stundsrds of iiving as shown by tne use of
boolss, autcs, and organizations and spent less time
in the fields,

voes our mental satisfuction determine our material

income or not?

a, #e will never nave the spiritusl values ii we must
get the dollar first,

b. rHeppy medium and a proper balance of wants is called
for.

c. ‘the spending of money, not tihe earning of it may
present the most serious problem,

the community spends in consecrvstive estimate ;30,000

in socialization, ;7000 being spent for rcctivities not

tax supported. This cun probably be administered to

give three times ¢s nmuch mental satisfoction as it now

brings.

ihe best security for t.e social st:bility of any

community 1is a wider utilization of its ovn talent and

culture,

Group consciousness is tue creation of tnat "/e" feeling.

becember 5, 1927-#ourth Lesson

1.

‘there are two xinds of poverty, l-ci of _oods and
lack of wants,.

Lack of socialization brings isolation, idea of self



importcnce, antagonism to progress and social welfare,
There are too few opportunities in this communitj Tor
the receiving of A tyve contacts.

gur resvonsitility is to furnis A type contocts in

ebundance.

vecember 14, 1¢27--bifthh Lesson

1.

Facts are being presented which will help to answvier the

QJestion: what ehrnges 1 - ny snould be made in ;ur

orgznizations 1n order to increase the 21 type of contactsj

Standara of living refers to money used for develorment,

Standard of life refers to time spent in development.

Quection raised:

a. Iis it necessary to have money to enjoy the finer
things of 1life?

b. Should we have the finer things :nd then get the
money<?

c. <Should the finer tuning s :nd money come together?

Eetter living is the end in view in better ferming

and business,

There are evidences that farming is pointing toward

peasantry.

In the long run -ny class of producers only et what

is concumes.,

Budget making will help to solve the w©ocisl problem.

Things to be considered:

a. One half day off for progrem of fun.

b. Visiting progrem to modern home,
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C. <Yalent survey

d. osStudy of fumily history

December 20, 1927--5ixth Lesson

1. The spending of lots of roney has nothing to do with the
raising of the standards of living.

2. The A type of contact is a give and take proposition
which makes us better,

3. Challenge to the community: Wwhat shell be done with the
500,000 nours of leilsure time in Byron?

4, Jomen may increase hours by:
A. <tudy of work and use of efficient tools.

5. A gorden con contribute:
4. income
b. mental stimulus

¢c. nealthful: .ood

January 3, 1l928--geventh Lesson

£ member of the class reviewed Lll.ood's "Reconstruction

of Religion."

1. The new christiznity will be more retion:l t:king
into considera:.ion both emotional and intellectual
nature of man; it will be rcvitalized and socizlized.

2. The church has a sociual task.

3. There must be a religious rcvolution which will result
in a religion adapted to modern life.

4, Christi:nity is not a sfatic tning.

5. Obstacles to the social success of christsinity:
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a, ohristianity is veing considered a taeolog ic:l
doctrine Ptather tanaun an attitude toward life :icre.

b. Survival of psz_an morals and pagan reliions in the
traaitioas of our present civilization.

c. railure of christianity to appreciate the importance
of the msterial and economic factors in the lives
of men,

d. &axtreme individuwclism of Frotectant caristianity.
e. Unintelligent use which christains have m:de of the
Bible in believing all parts eyually inspired.

f. Its fsilure to elly itcelf with science.

The opportuhities of the clhurch 1life in:

a, ‘feaching whose practic:l end is the transformation
of humnn conduct.

b. Creation of public opinion.

January 17, 1928--4ii_hth Lesson

l.

‘the church has been hindered by:

a., Geogravhicsl distances

b, Strife end waste comin, from too many denominations,
and in a small srea.

Consolidation has increased in:

a. Schools

b. Churcies--29 in lichigen

c. Trade centers 'nd sgcnies

Problem confronting tne cuurch--Can the church expand

and adept itself to this chan_ing orld?

Aloofness and indifference of church torard tne community

and of coumunity toward tne ciurch has brought about:



a. i.eaper social life
b. Remov:1l of ambitious from tae community
c. iusting of finer soclal gualities

Questions ¢ sked--Loes the cihurch as well aos 2ll institu-

(W3]
.

tions tend to encoura_e biind conformity: and to
discourage t:inking?

6. Church belief scems to be largely a matter of early
training and helit.

7. A church may change wien tradition clashes with the new;
a changed enironment means growth and new ideas.

8, 4 church is on a sound econwwmlc basis if the ratio is

one church to every 1,000 people.

January 24, 1928--hkinth Lesson

Dr, Hoffer of the vepartment of Sociology of .iichigan

State College discussed crime.

1. Crime may be defined as a violation of law.

2. It is one factor in the crime situation that with more
laws tzere are rmore crimes.

5. The crime situation cuan be undestood by a study of the
roots of humun behavior.

4., General principles:
a. fHuman behavior goes back to heredity and environment.
b. Human behavior is to u grect exteant deter:ined by

the group in which one plays.,.

5. The community is responsible for tane gangs; if they

come by chance they are usuallybad; if well thought

>

out and planned for, they are usually . ood.



6., The community has an opportunity znd &« respoasibility
to provide activities wuaich give old and young a
chance for expression in an elevating environment.

7. ‘ihe use of lecisure time has a aefinitce relation to crime,

8. Help must core through substitution of good for bad
activities,

9, i.odern methods of putting people in institutions not
a remedy for crime because reformation is seldom
accomplished.,

10. Probation is a methiod that ouyht to be extend:d to
small communities.

11l. Prevention of crime means constructive activity and
good environment.

12. 'this is a hopeful viewpoint of human behavior-if acts
are due to habit we can change the whole situation in
a _eneration or less, but if scts n~re due to heredity
tnis would be impousible.

135. tapital punishment mey be a confession of failure on

the part of society.

January 31, 1928=--itenth Lesson
tasis of lesson were studies of the rural churcihi made by
Gillette, Carl Taylor, kev, C. O. Gill, and others.
Gillette's studies show:
d. Causes of uecline of thie rural chnurch
a. sumber of denowminations in one comnunity.
be. wvivision of ministerial services aaucng several

CNUIrCcllES .,
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N

¢e Shifting and tninning of population

T'he 21,000 closed churches in ..ierica present 2 serious

situation.

f. 1t may te a sign of rural religious decay.

b. It is a =i n of relizious confusion.

c. ‘I'he
1.

2.

4.

causes:

csectarienism

Poorly trained prstors
roor church program

cmall membersnip

.n odequate rural religious program must:

a.

b.

vevelop i1dewls in rural lite,

Proviae a cuurch which exercises & moral and
religious lesdcrshiip.

.rrange for resident p-stors for a number of
years.,

work in cooperation with other in.titutions, and
agencies.,

Serve the comnunity and not have as its object

the church itself,

The ideal church:

8.

b.

w111 reach all the community.

will reach each class throu,h their interests.
«w11ll do what needs to be done.

11l have a pro,ram which would be missed if

taken away.

111 compencate in valucs contributions made



154

to the church.

f. .ill enlist memters for christsin activity.

lebruary 7, 1l92s--rleventh iLcsson
br. illerd of ilichigan -tate Colle.e ..xtension wuepartment.
1. inswer to .uestion--" hy are ve hereq"
2. President Butterfield--"To grow,"
Noah .ebster--"Enlarge powers of mind by knowledge,
multiply rational enjoyments of life."

adults can learn:

(&
)

a, Adults learn as fast as jyouth i1f they have a definite
purpose.,
b. Experi.ents by Thorndjize prove this.
c. wegree of prior education is of litte importance.
3. +dult education is a purposeful effort by the student
for a definlte end; increase of knowledge, skill,
and appreciation.
4, Adult education is necessary:
a. Rapld chenges in the .o:1d.
b. Dewocracy ean no longer be run on sav e bosis as it
is now because of:
1. Crime
2. Lxtreme rural neglect

3. Poverty of city.
c. 1hese problems can be met by consistent education

in the give and taire process of discussion,

5. Continuilng education is a plan by which as soon as one



is out of scu:00l tiiere is a plzce for him.

rebruary 21, 192¢--Twelfth Lesson

The School:

1.

Opposition to the consolidated sciiool may be due to taxes

and to anti-social churacteristics.,
#dvantages of consolidation.

a. Increace in school days

b. Increase in enrollment

c. Increase in dally attcndance

d. 1Increase in number of trained teachers
visadventages:

1. ?axes

2. Little red school good enough.

3. Long routss

wstimated rougnly tnat it may cost ;100 per pupil in an

ordinary district schiool Cost in Byron is ;87 per pupil.

zchool taxation in future to be based on pupils to be
served rather thaa on land.

It i1s an old view of school that it is an intellectual

filling stution, but the school is slow to adjust itself,

Problem of the scnool is to help pupils to make the

change from external autnority to internel. “This is
necessary because:

a. The vorld changes rapidly and ability is needed

to make these chan;es,

155
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be. Judgments

c. GCooneration 1is dencuded by our social 1life,

..odern thought incre:sin,ly bases itselfl upon internal
ratiner thon extaernal,

"By doing his share in a group an individual learns
how and itecomes familiar with it and can do it well

and thus becomes educated.

warch 6, 1928=--Thirteenth Lesson

The School:

l.

(93]

aults in school system:

a. oupt. does not analyze sciiool failures.
b. Supt. does not know pupils.

c. Teschers lack preparation

de. Teachers do not know rural lifc,

e. Outgrown course of study

~ducation lags benind industry.

wchoql problem is to help pupils m=ke change from
external to internal autnority.

wchool work cun be tested Ty these questions:
a., 1s it constructive?

b. wDoes it fit the group?

c. bvoes it meke pupils l1life better?

Goal in education:

To think without waip or prejudice.

To decide for himself.

1o prefer social good to private good.

ilarch 20, 1928=--lourteenth Lesson
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l. rarm papers have drifted from furn life,
2. Cheep motion pictures are secured more easily than _ood
ones,
3. l.ethod of improving un.nolesome recrcautions:
a. Substitute souet:in, more . holesome -nd more
attrac.ive.
b. .ell planned rro,ra- s of valucble cctivities
will crowd out the cneap.
4., Libraries:
Law of 1917 provided that the board of supervisors of
each county may arrange for & county library systenm.
5. rossible community activities for which cormittees might
be appointed:
a. nusic
b. Library
c. vramna

d. Calendar of events

Amnong other things accomplished by the adult class
during tne course, :side from those conclusions arrived at
in the summary was the scoring of the cormunity. 7The com=-
munity score card, bty Nat, T. Lrame of the University of

4

west Virginla was used. ‘he subjects scored in the

cormmunity and the average percent ages were as follows:

4, Circular 255; larch 1927-Ixtension Division of
University of .est Virginia, i‘organtown.
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A Community Spirit 63"
B Citizenship 70%
C Recreation 689
D Health 617
E Homes 57%
¥ Schools 847
G Shurches 65%
H Business 62%
I Farms 58%
Averzge 60¢05%

The score of each individual was averaged, and the

above percentages determined for the entire class.

The scoring of an average of less than two thirds perfect

had its impression and the question was immediately asked:

"what can we do about 1ite"

It pointed out to the individual,

weaknesses which had not been seen and opened a new field

of opportunity for work.

Near the end of the course a plan of community

organization on a functional basis was pictured as follows:
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The community organizations were to work tiirough a
central executive committee expressing their function, through
the factors of socizlization, in which they ncturazlly vcere
interested. To svoid conllict or prejudice in any orgsnization
the central committee was made up of people based on function
rather than organi:zation affiliation, that 1s, a representative
was not chosen to represent eacn organization separately.

It seemed necessary to have aa individual on the council who
had a broader interest at heart than just one organization;
therefore the members elected were not chosen to represent
any one organization.

The Byron Improvement Aissociation which has been
discussed under "Organizations" was asxed to meet and become
a part of tnis council, keeping tieir original name., A new
president was chosen but the remaining officers were those
of the Improvement issoclation. Leaders were then elected,
regardless of the organization or membership, according to
the function which they were especially able to carry out,

A vwoman who was a natural lczder in music with some experience
was elected to take charge of the voczl ~ork of the community,
She supervised community singing «t public gatherings.

Another who was especially good along the line of
dramatics vias elected to tiie council to represent and take
chorge of that function and the sciiool nurse w s ciiosen to
plan the health activities.,

At present the list is not complete but the organisa-
tion is feeling its way and gradually gaining in strength

and with the promise of suppcrt it has already accomplished



a great deal,

A social calendar has bteen made up for the comiag
year by the council. Iach organization will be usiked to
select its dates cf meetings and place them on the calendsr
as far in ~dvance as possible. T::ese dates will be allowed
so far as possible., when a conflict arises arrangements
will be made by a committee to adjust the situation. In hhis
way it will be possible to avoid having more than one public
meeting on the same date, wiich too often happens in the
community.

The council meets once each month. inyone interested
in the community may come and vote. /ith t::e merging of hhe
Improvement Associaiion :nd Council into one organization
it will probably combine as the Improvement .ssociation
and will take on more work ith broader interests,

Under tne direction of the new orgaenization a band
has been maiantained wihich hrs given concerts each .ednesday
evening during the summer montns. PFunds to support the
band were raised during one dry by selling tags and by gifts
from the township board and village council.

As a result of organized effort the above studies
were mede und a better pro,ram has been undertaken. The
community council is feeling its way toward the building ¢f
a comrunity pro~ram, in which e:sch mey purticipute, expressing
nimself more fully with the result of a better citizenship

in the cortmunity.
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Through the course in adult education, the work of
the community council, and the general community program
one ¢-n sce the working out of more important and desirable
factors in the commnity and inter-community relationship.
Some of the desireble factors wirich suould result through
efficient le:dership are:

l. liore opportunities for people to express
themselves tnrough participation.

. 2. Cooperation hetween organizations and
institutions.

3. 4an open constructive criticism of community issues,

4, oufficient leadership of the various sge groups
and a cooperative relstionship among lezders of the more
important erganizations and institutions,

S5. &4 variety of growing and vital types of group
life, that is organi.ations to meet the needs of all ages
and interests, hus resulted.

Se & forward looking program which will conserve
the best in the traditions, customs, and achievements of
the community while providing effective machinery for tlie
cran;cs necessary to zeet new conditions. This will te made
possible only by a community council which has re_.ular mecet-
ings and o0o0d le:dership,

7. A progressive occupational 1life in town and
country.

B8e 4 community which will score highcr with
reference to socializatlion in =211 its aspects,

9. The development of open mindedness toward
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progress.,

10. . stronger community consciousness,
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Part V
SULIIARY Allb CCHuLUSIONS

The following tendencies nhave presented themselves
throughout the study:

l. Those pioneer families who demcnded higher /
stendards of life pourticipsated in building a better community.

2. 7Those organizations are the largest and have
lived longest that have changed to meet changing conditions &
in the community.

3. Organizations wuiich huave few finctions and little ‘
participation on the part of members have greater leadership {
probiems =nd a lower percent of attendance.

4, Organizations which have many functions with a
lon, time program and a greatcr percent of the members \
participating have larger attendance snd make more changes.

5. The grading of students in high school too often
is based on obedience rather than ability.

6. oSoclallzing factors in agricultural education
promote efficient production of a better type of product.

7. Lxtra curricular activities in which students i
participate decreuse problems in discipline, petty thieving, {
social hygiene, and increase school attendance.

8. Lith the re-orgunization of groups (which have
come about through changes and the breaking down of
neishborhoods) on an interest basis, many of the adults
have not been able to adjust themselves to community groups

and are not active in local orgsnizations.



9. The leadersuip of the community is made up of
individuzls wno belong to several organizstions, and have
made many social contacts,

10. Constructive measures wnich will help people
to spend their leisure time more vicely are nececsary in
the community.

1ll, The people with the highest income are tunose

- X

who have more leisure time, are better educated, travel more,

belong to more organizations, read more, and demand higher

stendards of life.

12. Yeople will participate in social activities
if an opportunity is provided.

13, Home telent draws larger crowds than foreign
or proiessionul.

14. FPeople learn to do by doing, and will do if

iven tasks within their power.,

ce

15. Freople are interested in stud;ing their
community problems.

16. The value of an organization in & community
depends on the service rendered ratier than net receipts.

17. 54in organization will cooperate with other

groups as it is led to sce that it is only one of many groups

working toward a common gosal.
18. Organizations for ,oung people which make
little change to meet the needs of chinging youth become

inactive,
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12, 4 community consciousness develops through the
cooperation of tne vurious groups of wiich it is composed.

+ith this comes a nigher standard of living which results

| d

n a prosperous community.

20. "By doing his share in the cesociuted asctivity
the inaividual appropriates tixe purpose which actuates it,
becomes familiar witn its methods and subject muatter, acquires
nceded skill and 1is saturated with 1ts emotional spirit."

John bewey.
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