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INTRVWHVYPION

Many studies have been made in the field of American-

French relations. Therefore I do not think it necess-

ary to repeat all arguments for the necessity of such

investigations. 1 It is undisputed and much has to be

done in order to evaluate all accessible material. 2

As H.M. Jones indicates, there are different ways

of apnroacn for such a study. 5 For members of the

nations iflVOlVBU it is not easy to remain on neutral

ground. We hope, it will be easier for a foreign observer.

In the field of American-French inter-relations

some excellent general studies have been done, e.g., by

H.M. Jones, Fay and Chinard. 4

But we have the impression t-at people sometimes

undertww too much at a time.

we think Ecneverria's ”The French Image of American

C lture" 5 a typical example. We do not doubt the necess-

ity of such general studies but according to our opinion

 

l

 

H.M. Jenes, America and French Culture, 1750-1848.

Q. Pay, The Revolutionary Spirit in France and America.

G. Cninard, Tee rerques huguenots en Ahérique.
_.....

 
 

 

J. Nonagnan, French Travellers in the United States.
 
 

H.“. Jones, 0p. cit.

See note (1)

0
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4
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0
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3

D. Fcheverria, The French TMer of American Culture, 1753-
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1.;rr Is ”,NJ. .d. Q~n;-" tflHt tuey lack a sound basis

and therefore hardly scratch the surface. They Should

be based upon thorough studies of individual authors and

tdeir snare in tie nation 0: an image of a country in

another society. Utterwise they will just compile general

information to be formed in hsnfbuuks, etc. We know very

well tiat generalizations of this kind lead too easily to

a wrong picture of the individual and of his importance in

his time.

One of tdOSB hen wno have been ”strangely slighted” 6

by historians of ideas is Aobé Raynel. He had, without

doubt, an enormous influence in his time, 7 and we hepe to

be able to snow wnat his View of America was.

His widely read Histoire des Indes gives in the 18th
 

century to many Europeans the picture of America.

Critics in his time and to-day accuse him of having

not given a ”right" impression. 8 Everybody and especially

those of us Who had the privilege of seeing other countries

- know how difficult it is to get and to transmit a ”right”

picture. In the case of Raynal we think sometding more, a

basic misunderstanding of his main stress, is involved. We

 

Echeverria, p. 87.

Pay, Bibliosraphie critique des ouvrenes franoais relatifs

aux ?tats-Unis (3373-13305?
 

8 See under his ”Critics and Opponents‘.



will investigate this question in our paragraph, ””is Aims”.

First of all We tnink it necessary to snow Raynnl's

tire and his person in short. This will furnish the nec-

essary background for the choice of his subjects and the

means of information for his work.

After having applied our findings to his way of working

we restrict ourselves in the main part of this thesis to

the section of his Wistoire des Indes giving information
 

about America. The term "America" is generally used in

this paper in a restricted sense, including only those

Rritish colonies in the East of North America wnich became

in 1776 the United States of America.

In addition to the ”not thnt there is only a limited

sl'ce available another reason may justify my restriction.

Emile fielone dealt with Haynal ‘3 writing on Canada with a

somewhat different approach in his ”Guillaume Raynal historian

du Canada". 9

Then it will be easier to understand Raynel's sins

and the errors which occur in his "Histoire des Indes", too.

The confusing number of different editions makes an

overview and an explanation for the 040106 of the lVHO

edition necessary. This I used for most of my quotations.

Translations, abbreviations, and imitations contributed their

share in propagating Raynal's picture of America.

 

9 E. Salone, Guillaume Raynal historien du Canada, Paris, n.d.
 

 



The Cantrfll task is then to investigate toe details

of his general view 10 and to deal with the British,

American, and French attitudes toward the American Revolu-

tion waich he presents. A summary of his opinions on the

influence of the discovery of the New World and his outlook

on America's future will conclude this main section.

We do not consider it our task to correct Raynal's

errors and contradictions. We will try to represent his

view of America as it influenced her picture in Europe.

Before the final conclusion we thought it interesting to

give in a short sketch the importance of Reynal's view in

his age, some of his major critics and Opponents and the

reception of his picture of America. We are aware of the

fact twat this aspect demands fuller investigation, yet we

hope to show what Waynal meant to his age. We cannot judg

him from our point of view. We have to see in him a re-

presentative of his time writing for 18th century society.

  

13

The amount of material makes restriction to a few examples

necessary.



1' flpbé qupgikan intermediary
 

Abbé Raynal was a child of the age of Enlightenment

and was very well acquainted with the philosophy of the

EncyCIOpaedist School and with its main representatives.

As already once during the Renaissance and the Age

of Discovery, and as later in the second half of the 19th

century, science tries to offer a solution to all questions.

All powerful man dares again to reject God, Christianity

and all supernatural powers, he follows Rousseau's call:

Back to nature: and wants to solve all problems on his own.

It says, for instance, in the ”Arrest de la Cour de Parle-

ment" in connection with Raynal's Histoire des Indes:
 

O philosophie: fa prétens étre adorée comme

une Divinité bienfaisante: Eu veux compre tous

les liens qui attachent les sujets A leur Roi

légitime...et tu aspires a devenir l'idole de

l'humanité...

The eyes of those overenthusiastic people are again

directed to far distances as it was once in the Age of

Columbus. But this time it is not the wish for mere dis-

coveries or only the passion for gold, - this time it is

more that they are at the steps of a new age and are aware

of this fact. Raynal expresses this new tendency in the

introduction to his fifteenth book:

 

l Arrest de la cour de Parlement, Extrait des Régistres du

Parbment du 25 mai. 1781, p. 12.



”Ce n’est plus one we 1'0? ode nos avide et

(quels Europfiens iront chercher loin de leur

patrie. veins insensés, s'lls franchissent

encore les mers, ce sera pour se soustraire

aux calamitéa de leurs propres contrées: ce

sera pour trouver 1e repos et la liberté,

pour deflicher des terres incultes; pour ‘

couvrir de filets des rives poissonneuses..'.'d

"La question coloniale est en hombre des

grands problénes politiques qui tourmentent

le siecle.”

says Descnamps in his Histoire de la question coloniale en
 

France. The New werld offered a wide and open field. A

chance to escape the narrowness and the difficulties of

Europe arising therefrom, with its religious and political

wars. This view of space and freedom fostered the attacks

of this philosophical age against intolerance, superstition,

servitude, and the ”cupidity of the European governments." 4

The number of voyages to the New World grows and their

reports and the news from missionaries help to increase the

interest in exotic things.

Rousseau finds in these reports examples for his theory

of the'hoble savage”. He contrasts nature, which is always

good, with society, Which is always bad. It needs Nontesquiru

who recognizes the complexity of all problems and who sees

that the good and the bad are always intermingled in this

world.

 

2 Indes, IV/lE/lntrod. p. 1

3 i. Deschamps, Histoire de la question coloniale en France,

p. 991.

 

4 Fay, Rev. Spirit, p. 9
 



Put it is not only l.-".3nte.:qt.lieu's clear-sijhted modera-

tion, it is also his different opinion about the importance

of comrerce wnich distinguishes him from Rousseau who re-

garded the Spirit of commerce as bad. We could call Hont-

esquieu the founder of economic science in France, and we

will come across his name again in connection with the

slavery problem. He answers the question, ”l'esclavage est

avantageux - mais a qui?‘ in the following way; "a la partie

riche et voluptueuse de la nation." 5

Many of these trends of his time we will meet again in

Raynal's Histoire des Indes, especially, (1) the tendency to
 

deal with philosophical problems, (2) the preoccupation with

economic questions, (5) the taste for exotic things, and

(4) the knowledge about colonial expansion and all questions

connected with this problem — snould be remembered as

characteristic for the latter half of the 18th century. 5

 

5 Jameson, Montesquieu et l'esclavage, p. 365.

6

  

It cannot be the task of tnis paper to develop a complete

picture of the 18th century. For furtier references

see: P. Fay, Revolutionwry Spirit. It gives us quite

a good impression of the time when Reynal's Fistoire

des lndes was published for the first time in 1770.

We tries*to point out that the interest in America was

already rouse; by other books, too, e.g., We Pauw's

Rechercnes pnilosophiques sur les Americains, Paris,

auhiTI, Un frécurseir de la Revolution, l'AUbé Reynal, lets.

Tensere gives additional infor.ation in Chapter III,

Ravnal et son temps, p. 65-97.
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Guillaume Thomas Wranqois Reynal, born in 1715,

educated at the Jesuit college at Pé7enas, was ordained

priest. Rut he left the cnurch soon and went to Paris

in 1747.

1 \

Tenwere cnaracterizes him: "Rien dans son caractere/

Inien dens son talent ne 19 met a part, no l'éleve au-

dessus de la médiocrité," 2 and takes at least half of this

statement back in saying in a f;dtnote to tnis sentence:

”I1 est bien entendu que cette médiocrité est toute re-

lative. Elle est celle d'une élite fort distinguée quand

on la compare an commdn des hommes." 3

Then he adds in his text: "Et pourtant ce mediocre, a

peine débarqué de sa province, se fait tout de suite sa

place an soleil.” 4 Roynal writes for the ”Nouvelles

littéraires” and edits from 1750-1754 the ”Mercure de France.”

Here in Faris he has the best chances to absorb the "spirit

of his age", and we will see how well he succeeds.

 

 

1 We are very sorry that we could not get hold of Reynal's

bibliography by M.B. Lunet. (Riopraphie de l'abbé Reynal,

Rodez, 1866.) We had to depend on A. enéere and notes

in deneral Riographies for the information we thought

necessary at this place in our thesis.

2
Tengére, Precursenr, p. 9.
 

3 Ibid. p. 9, note (29)

4 Tbid.
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He starts to collect material and ”spree avoir suivl,

durant plus de vingt ans des débats qui le passionnait

t

P.

_)

CO we - rdveir, cmmae homme d'axfaires, comme citoyen..." 1“

:—

he ic ready to edit for the first time ”une histoire généraie

de la colonisation comparée.” 15 ...his Histoire des Indes.
 

Nith his philosophical and political andfis he

especially interested in the conflict between Great Britain

and her American colonies. He follows its development closely

and comments on the facts in the new editions of his work

in 1770, 1774 and 1780. 14

But he does not write so much for the sake of facts.

He writes as a Frenchman and as a patriot. We have the

impression that his critics did not evaluate this fact

highly enough. If we take tnis under consideration, we

will find it easier to understand ”inconsistencies”, "errors”,

and reproaches.

We cannot help, but we do not think his patriotism

superficial or half-hearted. And it is not only a phrase

when he says in his Histoire des Indes about the French:
 

 

12 Tengére, Préc., p. 159

13
Salons, p. 13.

14 Further details under "Editions”.



. . Wu . . : --Ww - 2
”talgré toua les eliorts cue 1'on a lait pendent 1e siecles,U

}

pour éteindre dans nos fines le sentiment patriotique, 11.n4

I A o

hexiste peut-etre chez aucune nation plus vif et plus

15 This patriotism lasted through all hisenergique.”

life.

We think it was not only the wish to become famous or

to make propaganda for his work in the world which made him

issue the 1780 edition. It was at least to the same degree

his sincere conviction that his obligation toward his country

made this step necessary. We know that it lead to the Arrest

de la cour £3 Parlenent 16 which 0rd red that his work
  

should be burnt and that he had to leave the country.

He was in time informed by his friends and went from

1781 - 1784 to Belgium, Germany and Switzerland, never

-< u

losing France and his WJrk out of his eyes. ”row 135% as

a; he spent in exile ;; the Provence and was then allowed

to return to Paris. And even if the letter to the Etats

Généraux is not written by him 17 his well known letter to

the National Assemhly 13 proves to me his "consistency" on

one line: the constant care for his country until his death

in 1796. This deeper consistency and the strong influences

of his age will help to explain many shortcomings in his

work.

 

15 Indes, IV/l7/XV/P. 225°

10 Arrest de la cour de Parlement Extrait des Régistres du

Parlement, du 25 mai, l7ol.

17 8.7. Grimm, Correspondence littéraire. vol. 13, p. 530.

18 , - , . ,

Qaynal, Iettre de M. 1'Aboe Raynal, lue a l'Assemblee

Nationals.
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1 General Aspects
 

a) subjects

 

We considered the tendencies and currents in the 18th

century and saw how Raynal had a chance in Paris to watch

them closely. His deep inte'est in historical events and

his contact with the philosophers of his age led him to the

field of history. Yet he does not want to write the history

of wars but shat of com arcs and peace.

We think we can recognize from the beginring his

already mentioned care for his own country. He is looking

for examples to improve conditions in Franze and he looks,

like his illustrious predecessors, Voltaire, Nontesquieu,

and Rousseau, toward England, and toward Holland, the lands

he praises so often for their freedom. We saw that the

Histoire du stethoudérat and uistoire du Parlement d'Angle-
  

terre were the first results of his historical studies. 1

But this is only a preliwinary stage of his career, and his

Anecdotes 2 as well as his Considerations sur la paix de
 

 
 

1783,:5 and his Essai sur l'administration de St. Dominique,4
  

 

See above, p.

See above, p.

Reynal, Considerations sur la paix de 1785.
  

4 Raynal, Essai sur l'administration do st. Dominique,

1785. ‘"’
  



are only minor offsprings besides his major work which male

‘D

nim famous all over the world, his uiatoire deg Indes. Here
 

he has found his subject, a subject wqicn offers him an

opoortunity to meet the demands of his age 5. to give in-

formation about the world and especially about the newly

discovered areas, but at the same time he has a chance to ex-

press his own ideas, or better, to reflect those of nis age.

 

As the Histoire des Indes is his significant work, we

will restrict ourselves for the next two points to tnis work

and then come to his writings about America only.

 

5
See above, p.



C. ”is Work
m

1. General Aspects
 

b) Sources

Raynel gives in general no sources. His Histoire»des
 

Indes has no footnotes, and no bibliography. So we have to

discover by other means wqere his information comes from.

But let the althor speak in his own case first.

"J'ai aprellé a mom secours les hommes instruits

de toutes nations. J'ai interrogé les vivans et

les morts, qui ont transmis leurs opinions et

leurs connoissances, en quelque langue qu'ils

aient écrit. J'ai pesé leur autorité, j'ai op-

posé témoignnges, j'ai éclairci, les faits." 5

And now let us see what is behind those pompous words.

Reynal, who never left Europe, ”avait besoin d'une

foule de documents" to comply with this enormous taste, he

had set for himself in his Uistoire des Indes. But ”11
 

les obtint sans peine, car 11 entrenait d'excellentes re-

lations avec des ministres, des ambassadeurs, des financiers,

des marins et des commergants." And Tengere adds: "Rien

ne le rebutait." 7 He interviewed first of all foreigners

coming to Paris. "11 s'en emparait et les exprbmait jusqu'a

la derniere goutte." 8

 

6 Indes, 1/1/ pp. 2-3.

7 fiengere, Précurs., p. 175.

8 Ibid., p. 175.



Very often he was not very careful in tne selectirn

of his witnesses. Ee took of whom he could find.

Further on he must have got quite good information

through his connections with the Jesuits, who had mission-

aries all over the world. 9 Besides oral reports and dis—

cussions with his many friends, he read a lot of books and

quoted passages quite often without giving the snirces. His

Opoonents, critics and modern scholars found enough instance:.

Salons says about the section where Raynal is concerned with

Canada: ”C'est an Journal du voyage fait par ordre du Roy

dans l'Amerique Sententrionale que Raynal a secours, le

plus souvent." 10

Thomas Paine mentions in his Letter Raynel's use of

the pamphlet ”Common Sense” and continues: "But there are

other places where the Abbe has bOPPJVSi freely from the

said pamphlet without acknowledging it." 11 Then he proves

his statement by putting passaaes against each Other.

Echeverria mentions similarities betw en Raynel's work and

William Smith's Historv of New York. 13
 

In addition to these Sources he had without doubt many

chances to see people and to collect material during his

 

9 Tangere, pp. 105 137

10 Salone, p. 16.

11 Paine, A letter addressed to the Abbe Reynal, vol. I, p.

25.

12
Echeverria, p. 95.



stay in in:land ari PoZIanl,

We have enou:h proof of the personal efforts he made

to get competent and up-to-date information. Pay says,

for instance, ”11 avait désiré se procurer de premiere main

des documents at statistiques et s'était servif de Franklin

pour faire parvenir a la société philosophique de Phila-

delphie une demands de renseignements (1774)." 15 He wanted

exact figures on the population, the commerce and the wealth

of the American colonies. But the Society was of the opinion

that his research was of a too limited interest and refused

his reqoest. 14

So he had sometimes to use in his new edition figures

and facts of British compilations from half a century ago.

Even in his 1780 edition we find figures from 1763, 1768

and 1769. 15 And in many cases he does not mention dates

of the census at all.

The pieces of his correspondence are too rare to find

out how much information he got through these channels.

Rut we know for instance that he wrote to Crevecoeur to

get more and better news about America. 15

 

15 Fay, sibliogr. Crit., p. 45.
 

14 Early Proceedinjs of the American Philosophical society,

Philadelphia, 1884, dated Dec. 30, 1774.

15 Indes, IV/ie/kx/p. 527

15 Tangere, PréCurseur, p. 568
 



And even Tenyere rho dJQbLS the value of his documenta-

tion 17, who shows cases here Raynal Changed dates of

affairs 18, and wno says "1e don de l'inexactitude est

renforcé par un penchant invincible a l'exagération, par

le gofit du merveilleux at par de violents partis prix,” 19

must agree that Raynal ”...est toujours et sans se lesser é

l'afffit de tout ce qui lui permettra de se tenir au courant

des découvertes intéressantes et de perfectionner son

grand ouvrage." 20

So he adds details from newspapers and magazines.31

Put further im ortant "sources" have to be mentioned in a

special paragraph...his collaborators.

 

17 Ibid., p. 215
m

18 Ibid., pp. 215—216
 

19 Ibig,, p. 216

90 Ibid., p. 368

21 About a. ‘u:. . 7-~c, and fa! and Franklin's Polly
.9.“ 

Faker, see under ”€rrors”.



1. General Aspects
 

c) Collaborators
 

We know that Raynsl not only took information from the

above-mentioned sources but that he also incorporated into

his book many items which his friends furnished him and

it is said that he inserted them without verification.

These are generally only philosophical dissertations. 32

Tengére mentions in a long list: "Thomas, l'illustre

faiseur d'é¢loges académiques, Saint Lambert, Suard Guibert,

Knyphausen, d'uolbach, Lagrange, F"aigeon, La Roque, l'ex-

jésuite Martin, is médecin Dubreuil et son inseparable

ami, Pechméja, qui se rattache au groups des languedociens:

Valadier, l'abbé Pestre et Bonnaterre, Deleyre enfin et

Diderot qui, a eux seats, abbatirent plus de besogne que

tous les autres ensemble." 25

On this basis his critics built their theories.

Tengére, for example, suspects that Raynal was more or less

bold in his corrections and ”c'est sans doute d'une main

24
tremblante qu'il raturait Diderot." This etplains to

him slight variations between the text of the Pistoire des
 

Indes and Diderot's work, Diderot's collaboration, seems

undoubted since the 1772 edition. ”5

 

32 Fay, Rev. Spirit, pp. 13-11.
 

25 Tengére, Precurseur, p. 177.

24 Ibid., p. 199.

25 Ibid., p. 186



5

int until new it has been - and Tznflmfl<yv ever will he —

inoorsible to attribdte disputed parts to a certain collabor-

' ‘ ‘ ‘ _

ator. And I have tee impresSLon that Tengere, with the

intention of doing them justice, goes sometimes too far in

f
—
J
o

his hypothes 3.

There are so many "collaborators” mentioned and if they

had felt heir contributions misused, or oporessed or in-

jured by publishir; ”their work”, without mentioning their

names, they would have had a chance to announce their claims.

Rut there are practically no indications of this nature to

be found. And in the case of Diderot, it must be said that

nobody could have forced him to take the work up again and

again for new editions if the conditions which Raynal

offered had been against his honor.

The Eistoire des Indes is not at all a collection of a
  

series of longer or snorter articles by different authors.

Reynal's friend, Malouet, mentions his ”amour propre a»

deuteur” 25. He moderated Uiderot's transgressions against

religion and knew to insert his own ideas. "Diderot, malgré

son génie, n'est qu'un sectaire hanté par une idée fixe;

Raynel, avec son bon sens prosaidue est un publiciste

clairvoyant.” 37 Salons regards the contributions of his

. V n

friends more or less as "hors-d'oeuvre" ‘8 and Malhouet says:

 

35 walonet, Mémoires, v. I, P. 81-

r' ‘ ’

£7 Tennere, Precurseur, pn. 196-197.
 

29 Selene, p. 10.
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véritahlement la partie qui lui est propre." *9

Just as far as his writings about America are concerned

I could not find arybody who doubted his authorship of this

part of the book.

 



2. His ‘fi'ritinss About America

 

a) T eir Place in his ”ork
 

Abbe Raynal deals in his Histoire des Indes with all
 

sections of America. After having shown in Books 1 - 5 50

the discoveries, wars, conquests and establishments of the

Portuguese, the Dutch, the finalish and the French and the

conn ctions of OtheP European countries with the East

Indies, he turns in his sixth book to America, where the

discovery and the Spanish conquest of Mexico are described.

Buok 7 reports about Spanish settlements in Peru, 8, about

those in Chile and Paraguay, and 9, about Portugal's settle-

ments in Brazil. 51 Book 10 turns to the establishments

of the EUropean nations in the great Archipelago of America

and Book 11 deals especially with the slave trade in order

to get farm workers for the Antilles. He continues with

the Spanish, Dutch, Danish (Book 12), French (Pook 15) and

English (Book 14) establishments on the isles of America

(les isles de l'Amérique) 63.

Then he turns finally to the settlements in North

America. He starts with the French (Rock 15) and comes to

the British colonies (Rocks 17 and 18), concluding with a

general view of the influences of those settlements upon

religion, government, politics, war, marine, commerce, agri-

 

59 Vol. 1 in the 1780 edition of the Histoire des Indes.

51

 

Ibid., vol. II.

52 Ibid., vol. 111.



culture, manufactures, populati n, taxes, public credit,

fine arts, literature, philosophy, morals and he ends in

reflections about the good and the evil Which the discovery

of the New Eorld meant to Europe (Book 19). $5

Chapter 38-52 of Book l8 since the 1780 edition have

been printed separately as ”Revolution d'Amérique” and at

the same time in an English translation as "The Revolution

of America" 54. The latter fact indicates the importance

of his writinfs about America. I think this interest may

be explained best by his general aims.

 

55 Ibid., v01. IV.

14

° For further iniormation see "Tditions" and "Ribliogravhy".
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Raynal shows us the way which he wants to go in his

opening chapter. He takes a View of the state of Europe

before the discoveries were made, traces the events they

have given rise to, and concludes with exanining how

present conditions of these several people have been affected

by these discoveries. 55

No doubt, a typical product of the Aye of Enlighten-

ment, where evervtding ”s'ouvrit A moi”, as Raynal expresses

it. 56

As all philosophers of his time he propagates the "new

wisdom". In order to preach it, he employs history as

others used tragedy, comedy, novel or short story.

As it is to be exnected by its composition his work

is a cimpilation with a breadth of sources and reflected

in its different editions fairly well the shift in attitude

towards America that took place between 1770 and 1780.

To appear "scientific" and "impartial” he gives often

all possible views, and does not come to a definite con-

clusion. T;is makes it difficult for us to find out what

he thou ht. If we want to get a sound basis for our judg-

ment we have to look for "deeper aims”.

 

55 Indes, I/‘l/p. 2.
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Teraere save: 'Vclrrxerosant s:r
 

il poursuivait un triple dessein: il voulait en fairs une

oeuvre de science, une arme de combat, un instrument oe

’ '( 1 1

renommee. ”7 That is true, witniut dsubt, but I would

take the second point first. In this respect I see some

truth in the suspicion of the Arrest de la cour de harle-
 

 

ment- "cette histoire...cette relation de faits arrives

)

Lie d9.
9

sous differentes époques, est tellement ertre—me

déclamations impies, de reproches amers, de sarcasmes

indécens et d'imnostures grossieres sur tyut ce qui est

relatif 3 la Religion chrétienne, et, par 15 meme, absolu-

ment étranger a la matiere que l'Auteur s'engage a discuter,

qu'on droit qu'il n'a entrepris 1e détail historique qu'il

présente, que pour réussir sous un seul et mene point de

vue tous les genres d'impiété." 58 7e know that this is

a bill of indictment and goes into extra es.

But we mentioned already that extreme passages are

probably written by Diderot and we could prove by number-

less quotations Raynel's call to tolerance and moderation.

Instead of Qabelais' motto at ihélene, "Fay ce que vouldrais”o”

 
 

 

 

r ‘ ’ "x .N

57 Tangere, Precurseur, p. 53v.

‘8

U Arrest, p. 3.

39
Rabelais, oeuvre j:_Rabelais, vol. 1, p. 149



Aime troz
no

he :‘v‘rfmlait'lsag "fia‘P-u'e Siren, observe les I‘Sifi,

Prochain”, and concludes, ”J'assurerois bien qu'il hast

mention dans les annales de cette isle, ni de disputes,

. a . -
ni de guerre de religion." -0 "La tolerance” is lor him

”1e fondement de la société”. 41

That is what he sees in America and I t ink in this

direction we find the connection with his already mentioned

"deeper consistency‘ - his love for France, wnere religious

disputes brought so much harm about the country.

In giving a View of America he Wants to set at the some

time an example for his own country. He wants to see it

great and strong in the interest of Prance and of more of

l

the whole world. ”Son patriotisme,5accord avec un

42
me bien compris”.C

O

Dacifi

And out of this attitude we understand that in spite
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complaints of the Rritish colonies in America, he cannot

renonn ad to them in his early editions the use of force toG
)

free tdemselves.

Here, I think, we find all accusations of anglomania

which we find in nearly all writings concerned with Reynal.

\ , o

"S'il montre a la France les fautes qu'elle a cosmises, ce

 

4O Indes, IV/l7/YIX/F- 234°

41 Ibid., Iv,-’lB/IV,/p. 873-

(D
‘

I

I“4~ Tangere, Precurseur, p. 137.
 



sont reperehle: csr il a foi mslfro tout, en ses destinee

We think tHiS toe tnrend leading through all nis worm

tewsrd his letter to the Netionel Assembly. 45 If we

keep this in mind, many unsolved problens will assume a

different aspect.

 
 

44 Précurseur, p. 197
 

45 Iettre de M. l'ahbé Reynel lue e l'Assemblee nationals.
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L3is critics

contradictions. 46

think they sometimes fornet reality.

and OphOHf-rfith‘

They are, without

accuse Raynal of errors and

Ckrflat, right, lult we

LT'irst of all, they are

misled by his statement of ”exactness” in his diction and

writings. We regard it more or less as a trend of the tine,

of his scientific age 47, a conventional statement for wnich

readers of the 18th century were looking, before they took

a work seriously. We have an excellent note aoout the in—

pression he made, wnich is written by Frederick the Great,

Ving of Prussia: ”J'ai vu l'abbé Raynel.
‘

La maniere dunt

il m'a parlé de la puissance des ressources et des richesses

de tous les peoples du globe,

Providence." 4B

j'ai cru m'entretenir avec la

Then we should remember his very often questionable

sources of information and the large number of collaborators.

We know even to-day how difficult it is to get a "true"

picture of another country with the help of all our modern

means of information,

travel intercnange, etc.

the press, film, radio, extensive

And ev~rybody who had the privile e

 

45 See paragraph,

47

48

p. 88, note 66.

Cf. later quotation from Tengére, Précurs.,

"Critics and Otnonents".

p. 211.

Weister's translation quoted from Tengére, Précurseur,
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fio; stEtins foreign lands found that there Was a lot o* mis-

information and uncertainty in his previous ideas. Are we

surprised that the picture was not correct 180 years ago?

In this resoect Thomas Paine's statement is right;

Never "...can any person gain a just idea of it (America)

but by coming to it." 49 we would not say "irpossible”,

but difficult. And it would afford more thorough studies

than Raynal did. ”La fantaisie dictent—son choix aussi

souvent peut-étre que l'amour du vrai." 50 Fare we find

this consistent trend again. His fantasy is mainly occupied

with the present conditions and the future of France.

"Cette impartialité n'est pas de l'indifférence, il a l'fime

sensible, comma il contient a cette époque attendre; il

pleure abondamment et 11 s'en vaute, comme on se vautera

5 ..
1 He was never indiILerentvers 1750 d'étre impossible."

toward his ”idea behind”, and in order to add different

sights to his picture he even neglected facts.

Mazzei 52 sives a complete record of Reynal's errors

and contradictions, as well as Paine, Salons, Tangere and

Pay. Nearly all dwell, for instance, on the Polly Baker

story. I think it quite a good example for Baynal's general

 

49 Paine, vol. II, p. 850.

\ , ‘A.

50 Tengere, Precurseur, p. dll
 

51 Ibid., p. 211.

52 Mazzei, Recherches historiques et politioues sur les

Etdn-Unis de l'Amérique Sententrionale, 5rd part.

  

  



.‘ VT .7
_ .fl 0'1 , u a .' ‘ _ .

attitude towards uetnst. we -cves it in his riwioire was
 

Indes 55 as a true story and draws moving philosophical con-

clusions from it.

A few years later $ranglin tells him that this story

was written by him for a newspaper "...pour remplir ma

feuille de m'amuser a faire des contes..." 54 And what is

Ravnal's answer? "Ma foi re.artit M. l'abbé Rarnal
u D ,

quittant le ton de la dispute, j'aime mieux avoir mis dens

mon ouvrage vos contes, que les verités de bien d'autres." 55

Nazzei cannot understand that Raynal did not dismiss this

story in his 1780 edition.

His aim was, as *ointed out, above all to teach truth

of a general nature. And Pay's statement in tuis connection

summarizes this attitude. ”Thus errors in the facts that he

furnished generously on Pennsylvania and Boston seemed to

him to be abundantly made up for by the great lessons which

he drew from the morale of the Quakers, by his predictions

of the glorious future of America and by the moral and

political applications which he deduced from them." 55

 

55 Indes, IV/IV/XXI/bp. 241—244.

R
u4 Mazzei,

vol. II, part 5, p. 240

55 Ibid., vol. 11, part 5, pp. 24-25.

56 Pay, Rev. Spirit, p. 12.
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d) Editions

As we saw, Raynal watches all historical events and

especially those connected with the definite rupture between

the Rritish colonies in America and the mother country, un-

til he finally deals with the history of the American

Revolution. His wish to be up to date is one reason for

new editions but not the only one.

If we follow the announcements of new editions in

Grimm's correspondence, we will find statements like:

"On avait reproché avec raison, a cat écrivain

un style fatigant et entortillé, la fureur des
- \ ‘

antitneses, et des portraits faits au hasard et

charges de contradictions...M. l'abbé Raynal nous

dit, dans son avertissement qu'il a fait ses ef-

forts pour se corriger de ses defauts dans son

nouvel ouvrage."

"Elle vient de paraitre fort retouchée, fort

augmentée, et surtout plus corrects que les

précédentes." ad

or that announcing the delayed 1780 edition:

”C'est un livre entierement nouveau at par les

corrections e ‘par les additions que l'auteur

y a faites.”

We had a chance to look at a manuscript at the Clements

Iibrary at Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Reynal's wish to im-

prove his style is quite obvious from the corrections

 

57 Grimm, vol. II, p. 240

Grimm, vol. IV, p. 455.

Grimm, vol. XII. p. 347.
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editions in different places was the constant trouble he

had in hig own country. his work was prohibited in France

right from the first edition and so he had to look for other

places, Amsterdam, maestricht, Edinburgh, Geneva, Iausanne,

NeufchaLel, Iondon, Avignon and Paris after the French

Revolution.

I had an opportunity to consult editions of 1770,

1774, 1776, 1780, 1781 at the Library of the University of

Michigan and a quite extensive co lection of Reynal's

"Revolution d'Amérique” at the ClementSIibrary there.

The places for the publication of the latter mentioned

exxiact u. the chapters 56-52 of Book is of the 1080 edi‘ion

range from Stoc:no1m to Philadelphia.

It was sayd that "somebody" had taken this part out of

the comprehensive history without the knowledge of the

author. Paine suspects behind the person who purloined

this part of the announced larger book an Englishman who

"was endeavored to gloss over the embezzlement with pro-

fessions of patriotism." 61

The main reason for the necessity of so many editions

is without doubt the popularity of Reynal's work in his

time. Fay says: "C'est done a tous point de vue, per son

 

50 Raynel, Manuscript.

61 Paine, vol. II, p. 212.
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1

sur les Etats~Unis vers 1770,” 63

Fven Tengere, the authority for studies concerning

Raynal and the editions of his works,concludes in his

"Ribliographie Critique": "Au reste, ces donnés biblio-

graphiques resteront tcujours forcément incompletes et frag-

mentaires, attendu que les bibliotheques meme les plus

riches, ne possedent pas une collection complete des diverse;

éditions et centre-fagons de 1'Uistoire des Indes." 55
 

The Dibliothéque Notiénele in Paris has with 189 volumes

only 19 editions and Tergére mentions 18 other ecitions

which he saw or got evidence of to be in other libraries.

And he adds, ”Mais sans doute, besucoup existent qui m'ont

échappé." 64 Tengere and Fay furnish in their critical

bibliographies extensive lists of editions. Tengere

distinguishes four different stages of the Histoire des
 

Indes: The first from 1770 to 1774; the second from

1774 to 1780, the third from 1780 to 182 , the fourth

the 1820 edition. 65 The existence of so many editions

makes our task more difficult. The change of Reynal's

 

62 Fay, Ribliovreghie Critique, p. 46

63

 

Tangere, Pibliogrnghie Critique, p. 3.
 

64 Ibid., p. 5.

65 Tengere, Bibliographie Critique., p. 4 and p. 15.
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to trace all details through the different stores and

editions would be a srecial task if it is worthwhile at

all. I will give examples but mainly use the Geneva

1780 edition,C’6 which includes for the first time his

writinvs about the American Revolution and is a kind of

keystone in the developmen of his ideas. In this edition

we find a clarified picture of America. Nany former

errqs are corrected. It is printed after the historical

nevelapment in America had reached its goal. That which

Raynal wished - but did not know how it could be brought

about — had hapnened. Besides religious freedom America

got nolitical independence. This was the life of free-

dom he longed for in the case of France. This recent

proof that it was possible to be achieved inspired his

1790 edition which has impro"ed not only in the severity

of its attacks but in its style, too. No major changes

took place afterwards.

 

For complete title, see Wibliogranhy,_section Raynel.
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The importance of the histoire des Indes and the
 

Revolution de l'Amériqxe can also be judged by the large
  

number of translations annearing at once, first of all in

anlish but then in Roanish, too, and of the Rivolution
 

de l'Amérigne, even in Ge‘man, Dutch and Polish. Grimm
 

announces in Suns, 1779, a translation into Arabic. 57

In addition a number of abbreviations appeared in

different languages 58 and under different titles. For

many the complete edition was much too voluminous and many

were especially interested in America. They an reciated

o . \

those shorter editions. Tengére mentions: "Je rdeve

environ 25 editions de ces extraits et je suis sans dgute

bien loin de cempte." 59

We had a chance to see some extracts. For instance,

1?a translation into German: Franz Farsten's .urcpens Handel
 

mit heydan Indien,70 and there was mentioned that two other
 

 

67 Grimm, Vol. 12, p. 263, shows in June 1779 a note: ”On

assure qu'Achmet IV vient de faire traduire en arabe

l'Histoire philosophique et politique du com-erce des

deux Indes de l'abbé Raynel."

68 Fay, RibliOJraphie critique, p. 44 for French abbrevia-

tions.

 

59 1 .
Tengére, Bioliggranhie Critlgne, p. 3.
 

70

Karten, Vuropens Handel mit b yden Indian, Rosback -

Leipzig, 1780.
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1783 with Ctaatsverander inaen von Ameriba, darch den Aht

 

 

Ravna].71 In Felfast appeared in l775 The ”entiments Of 9
w b — 

oopeienqp on the nicnutes of Great Dritain and Anerica,
   

and in the same year another edition in Philadelphia. 73

A further abbreviation, withmit mentioning his name,

Philosophical and Tolitcal Vistory of the Eritish Settle-
 

 

ments and Trude in Worth America makes its appearance, in
  

1776 in Fdinburgh,75 and is reprinted in 1779 bound to-

Pether with An Impartial History of the Present War in.

'h’ _- 

Amarica from its Commencement to the Present Time (brought
 

up to June, 1779). 74

Still larger is the number of writers dealing with

America who use Raynal as a "source” - most times without

mentioning his name. Fay has quite a good account of

this group 75 and concludes: ”Thus, up to 1789 hardly

a year went by but an imitation of Raynal appeared." 76

We will see how much translations, abbreviations and

imitations contributed to propagate his picture of America.

 

71 Staatsveranderafrgon vpn Amerfka, d.rch den Abt Ravnal.

The name of the translator is not given.

   

72 These editions were very popular in America.

A two volume edition.

A one V)lume edition.

o
4

c
m

a

Way, Rev. Spirit, p. 16, p. 182 ff.
 

Q (
3
)

Ibid., p. 10
W
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”The most brilliant and affirmative part of his

formidable book, in wmich nothing is spared, is the picture

of Nortd America. He executed it with special care and

out into it some of his most sonorous pages. In these

his whole program is revealed, or at least all that he

himself knew of his prefram. It is significant that he

inserted then1at the end of his sixth and last volume”1

says Pay in general.

There would be different ways to show what kind of

picture of America Raynwl transmits by his work. We could

follow his descriptions settlement by settlement, starting

in the North and coming down to Florida, as he did. Nazzei

for instance, is not satisfied with this arrangement of

the material, and says he should have followed the historic-

al data and reported about settlements in the order of

their foundation. 2

According to Raynal's attitude towards this subject -

a=deve10ped in the first part of tnis paper - it Would be

the best way to do him justice not to dwell upon the many

historical and geographical detafls but to View his work in

the light of the general picture he wanted to give of

America, as an exmaple fOP drance. With this intention

 

l Fay, Revolutionary Spirit, p. 12
 

A

Nazzei, vol. II, part 5, p. 3
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It is not at ell as bad es Paine says in his letter:

1'1"

"His facts are coldly and carelessly stated. iney neither

inform tne reader nor interest vim. Mary of them are de-

fective and obscure.” 5 But they ere not the most im-

portsrt part. The ideas behind are of much more interest.

We will find that out if we compare the e nhasis with

which he stresses certain fields. thsicel conditions

are quite interesting but they aonear unimportant compared

with his praise of the original inhsbitants, or with tie

veherent attack in the slave labor Qgesthn. What he

wants to show to his country s a swund Peoria "irir? '1

.J‘ agricultnuwil society Lumier £1.hr=t govezwnmmrt and mwnnw;in-
L

{
‘
4
’

ins fled freely. Sexy 0 his passages concerned with

government questions sound as if they ere adfiresced to

FPHUCG.

Reynsl who followed during his first perLOd the can on

belief tnat America was sterile for cultural products does

not dwell — even in his 1750 edition - long on tiis question.

If we remember this attitude toward his subjects, the dif-

ferent lengths of the following chspters will be easier to

und er s t and ,

 

Paine, vol. II, p. 232.
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toe 15th century, t is foryotten for e wmile until flqe

colonization stnrts. Whove contacts of the early odventur-

era did not Jest for long. Raynel says in the cqce ofL.

Erence: 'Vufiwiis 1367, one l'intréoide Geecon nvoit éVucué

le Florifie, lee Eronccis onhlierent le Nouvequ-“onve.

W¢firés dens un ceoos de dogmes incnnc vgblee, ils perdir-

ent la reison et l'uawenité. Ie penple le plus doux et le

plus socieble devint la plus barbare, le plus sanguinwire

deg pauples.” 4 It is in this historical pert wnere he

takes France eerixisly to task. He describes for instance

the status in Canada after two peace of 1661: ”We fut

eores le recouvrement de la colonic, la mewe ignorance,

is mere négliwence. les Wrengois avoient mnl formé Tears

établismemens.” 5

7

He always preeents the whole European beckfryund one

the activities of the European powers overseas, but French

activities always receive a.special treatment. He sees

the main cause for all miscuief not so much in the colonies

but in the religious, political, end economic conditions in

France. He is prmid of file firench explorers but he is

ashamed of the situation at home.

 

4 Indes, IV/lS/ILfiu 7

5 Infiee, IV/lS/VI/bo. 45/44.
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cenveliryr<3f the edirN3'3P Nevtes: ”il perle,efl3'rille

citovens reverés per Jeurs ve'tus, leurs dignit$s leurs
9
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telens, sont devoues A is mort et a l'inlsnie, O pennies:

6 trouneou d'imbéciles et de lficnes:

”Qt toi, tyran nveugle: ...C'est toi qui romps 16

n
s ofpacts. We deplores the enormous and irrerqreble lo I

’
J
)

best $rench blood and continues: ”Ie cosmopolite, dont

l'Eme vaste embrnsse les intéréts de l'espece huneine s'en

consolera neut-étre. Four 16 petriote, il ne cessera

jsmeis d s'en effliger.” 5 And a patriot ne is, there

is no doubt. In the connection betwern the being and the

church he sew one of tne main obstacles for a free firence.

me feel already here his attitude toward tne divine

right of kinss. 7 And somewhat later it is clearly stated:

"C'est donc en vein que les princes ont recours au ciel

nour renneller leurs droits, qusnd ils senquent e leurs

devoirs. La loi qu'ils invoquent s'éleve contre eux.” B

We tnink it absolutely necessary to see Haynel's

picture of England and later of knerica sseinst this

background. We recognize already deep emotional feelings

in those snort quotations 4nd the sometimes overstressed

nerfectness of the other side seems to be a natural human

tendency.

 

5 Indes, Iv/ls/IX. pp. 110-111.

 

7 An extreme study about this concention 8101\9 its (level @-

ment: F‘igqis, 8‘.N., The TDivine Flirjl'it of E‘T'inws.

8
Indes, Iv/ie/x. p. 117
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, and snows now the ruritens 'tournerent les yeux vers

l'Amerique Septenhionsl, pour cherchen ls liberté civile et

relinieuse, ou'une insrete pstrie leur refusoit." 9 New

England's foundqtion is laid, but he recognizes at the

sane time that the Puritans did not give the religious

freedom to others after their arrival in America. He did

not regard them as pioneers of religious liberty 10 - as

tney are sometimes tnuurht of to-day. 11

And he says about Charles Il's unannounced attack upon

the Dutch colony, ”Le N)UV6118 Beige”: ”I'hostilité, einsi

commise, est une lSche perfidie. C'est l'ectinn d'une horde

de seuvqges et non d'un peunle civilisé, d'un assassin de nfit

et non d'un prince guerrier. Celui qui sure quelque con-

fience dens ses forces at quelques élévetion dens l'eme ne

surprendra noint son adversaire endorni. Si vous n'en evez

eucun (juste motif de m'sttequer), vous étes un brigsnd

densereux contre lequel tons devroient se servir et qu'ils

sont en droit d'exterwiner." 12

We do not know :hat the e peeple say to such passages

w.o accuse him of Anglomenin, and we do not see any reason

 

9 Indes, IV/17/I. p. 169.

10 Indes, Iv/17/XVIII. p, 229 ff.

11 I think that sunnorts J. Viller's and T.H. Johnson's

theory in The Puritans, Amecicen Rook C>mnnny, 1956,

pp. 3 and 4, W10 try to show that our present picture

of the Puritans has been falsified my influences and

CHQL?BS during the 19th, 19th and 30 centuries.
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Reynel snows the founzwtion of the different

settlements along flue coast from the north down to

and we will hear details in the following pera rap
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In the days 0: Rousseau people were interested in

exotic coon ries with.en untouched nature. fie feel thxt

some of tnis entiusiesm is included in Reynsl's work.

"
J

1C LCilhi“w
-

an the other hand we see the influence of the scient

ed encyclopaedic group with their theories about the worlfi.

w A

I

In Reynel's Parallels de l'ancien et du Nonvenu ”onfle
  

we encsunter the idea of a new recently oeveloned end

until now neglectei world. It shows hot people do not

yet heve an exact iden of the sile of twis new continent.

They believe it not quite hslf as large as Europe, and

tneir conceotion stout the oceans is still: ”En un mot,

l'océen roule sur ce globe pour le fregonner nu ere des

loix pénérnles de le yrnvité.” 14

And here toe general impression: ”Les fleuves plus

larges et plus lonqs en Amérique; des béis immenses nu

Vidi: d8 grands lacs et de vestes moreis nu Nerd; deg 5915

(
D (J

presque eternelles entre les tropioues, peu de ces sables

purs qui semblent étre 1e séoiment de la terre épuisee;...

un sir freis et doux par une latitude ou l'Africue est

brfilente, inhabitsble; un climet rigoureux et glscé sous
I

1e meme parallels que nos climets tempérés; enfin, une

difference de dix ou douwe degree as temperature, entre

 

lnries, IV/Jv/II, p. 169 fi‘.

14 Ibid., IV/lV/II, p. 171.
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l e mzesn11es CJLH11n1nce r1ais sett. '=

And he furnishes some reasons for tois state of

affairs accordi1: to toe knorledge of his ewe; ”Pour-

, o - o ‘ o

quoi 1e cor1,inent «,le l'fi:m;>r-i«.1.;.e 1-:<-1:--)it'il a moportion

beeucoup plus cneud, beaucoup olus irJid qze ce Mil }
:
L
4

l’ffiufipe, '; ‘1 1'3911t l'hunidité que l'océan y a

laissée, en le quittent long-tegps spree que notre con-

tinent evoit été peuolé?...Si les eazx q1i baine1W'

encore izv .quwElles du souvel hemnisphere, n'en evoient

'I

pas ixnuiié in surface, 7 "ane y auroii;<halion1e-1eure

cosne les bois, dethché les msrsis, consolioe un Sol

pfiteux en lo revuent it l'etposent aux reyons du soleil,

ouvert une issue aux vents ct donné ues dicnes aux

ileuves, 1e climev y eut deje change.” 16

fis first conclusion is: "Nels un hemisphere en

i‘riche et d5wpeu lé ne peut annoncer qu'un monde récent...mn

but then he changes it a l ttle bit end says finally;

"I'imperfection de la nature on Amérique, ne prouve donc

pas la nouveeuté de cet hemisphere, meis ea renaissance.

II a dfi sans doute étre pcuplé dons 1e meme ters que

'n1c ien, n1is il a pu étre s owerjé plus tard." 18

 

1'5 Ibid., IV/l7/II. p. .172

16

 

Ibidq, IV/lV/TI. b. 178 311 173.

 

17 Infies, Iv/iv/TI. p. 175

l8
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natural ricne: of this country. he mentions chances to

fish et the seecoest, to nunt animals with excellent furs

and mines ”du fer, du plomb, cu cuivre, du merbre, une

substance analogue su cherbon de terre.” 19

To complete the picture he dedicates sceciel chapters

in ?ook 18 to tyoical trees (XXV) and birds (XXVI) in

North America. Immense forests, wild animals end only a

few sstges - that was A erice. ”Ia terre y sembloit

nutile e l'homye. La mer et le terre étoient librec.H
o

4

Tout e coup l'hom e y parut, et l'Amérique Septentrionsle

changes d8 face." 30 ”Le Nouveeu—Monoe subit le joug

‘ a

de l'homme, a l'exemple de l'encien." 61

 

19 Ibid., IV/l7/VI, p. 18-4

"30 11111., IV/l7/V. p. .122

‘31 lbid., Iv/l7/v. p. 183
M
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8) Crieinal Inhabitants
 

And wast does Reynnl say about the original in-

habitants of this new continent? There are not too

., . \ g“

many and ”...p>int o'nommes entierement noirs;..." ’0

And how about their physical condition?

”La difference du climqt, provenue du séjour de

la mer sur les terres de l'Amérique, ne pouvoit

qu'influer beaucoup sur les hemmes et les anim-

aux.”

We heard nwcut vest forests and large rivers but "lem-

bien, au contreire, lq nature paroit avoir négligé le

wouvegu-Honde: [es hommes y sont moins forts, moins

couregeux: sens berbe et sans poi]: dégredés dens tous

rilité: foiblement dJués de ceH
-

les signes de 19 v

sentiment vif et puissant, de cet amour oélicieux, qui

est lq source de tous les pmnurs...le premier noeud

' . n 26 ~ H
de la societe. Add the women? Les femmes plus

foibles encore y sent meltreitées par la nature et par

les homnes.” 34 They have to do all the work while the

wen go fishing and hunting or are out in were. Such an

indifferenue toward the fair sex makes the Frenchman

 

1., IV/lV/II. :2. 173

P
C

(
\
I

4

5
‘

t
‘
“

95 Ibid., IV/lV/III. p. 17.5

1211;, IV/lV/III._p. 175
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dens les peoples de l'imirisue, conre dens les individus

de notre continent qui niont pas etLeint l'fige de le

puberté." 25

In this section of his book we find en uncertainty

and a reflection of different opinions of his age. This

uncertainty is quite obvious; ”Si les peuoles de }4

(Anérique n'ont pu venir de notre continent, et que ce—

pendent ils peroissent nouveeux; il feut evoir recours

eu deluge, qui dens l'nistoire des nations, est is source

et la solution de tJutes les difficultés.” 35 In such

cases he reprinted familier theories, because he did not

know better explanations.

He also finds a way to reconcile different hypo—

theses of his age. He sees in the physical privation of

the savages a proof for their moral greatness: "Msis

ne pourreit-on pas dire que la passion pour les femnes

languit mains par le temperament des sauveges que par

leur ceractére moral?" 37

Reynel as a good disciple of Pousseeu sees in the

painting of the "noble savage” an excellent chance to

oppose their natural virtue to the vines of civilized

 

25 Ibid., IV/lV/TTI. p. 174

de Ibid., IV/lV/III. p. 174

iv —
' lbid., IV/lo/IV. p. 21
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de le liberte ies ssuvnmws sepls in possede t.” ~v

Travellers and missionaries of he 18th century

furnish reports about exemples of tolerance, bold con-\

ception and frankness.of saveges. Te find enough of those

in Reynwl's Uistoire des Indes. He praises them for

instance for tne help they rendered to the Plymouth settlers;

”Cette humenité mit les premiers chons en étet d'ettcndre

des compeqnons, des animqux domestiqnes, des greines, t>us

les seCJurs qui devoient leur venir d'Purose." 53 At

another place he quotes a savage cnief wno snows in his

speech a strong attachment to his paternal soil. ”Nous

sommes, répondit—il, né sur cette terre, nos peres y sont

ensevelis." 51 ”...ils sont les enfans les plus heureux

19

de la terre.” 0~

V . . ; . ‘

"T'espect cu bonneur present derobe tongours a leurs

yeux le mel qui pest le suivre. Leur prévoyence ne vs

A \ '4 '2 ‘

pas meme du jour a la nuit.” ““ He sees in them a wonder-

ful example for civilived nations and wants to have it

preserved for the future: ”Sens doute il est important aux

generations futures de ne pas perdre le tableau de la vie

 

28 Ihid. p. 21
 

29 Ibid., Iv/le/XIII. p. 125

50 Ibid., IV/17/XVIII. p. 251

51 Ibig., IV/lS/IV. p. 14

 

($13 .

Ibld., p. 30

0° Ihid., p. 23



t“ t (1" :4 "r‘ ‘1‘ (‘53, 3*?“ C? V‘ q” ' -' ‘4 "' ,I '*v1 a'. , 2‘ ;,~ "3 f\‘ '7 -,, ,» ‘ I.....”

l ‘t‘: J A..‘V\1_, - ‘4 ' A. "~” ’-—-“ "I- “ «it! '- )"' ».-I “.'.:.~

~
. .

‘v‘ o

A \ ‘

”C'est, peut-etre, a cette com‘zoissaoce que nous uevnrfls

‘\ 0

tous les proxres que la philosoonie morale a fa t
—
h

t perv:

He gives us a significant example of their fer-

sightedness in connection with the troubles between the

British and toe French in 1690. The Iroquois recogniwei

in time wnet would he oen n3 m1em if they helped the

Pritish to conquer iuebec. ”Places, disent-ils dens leur

conseil, entre deux nations Europeans, chacuno asseq forte

pour nous exterwiner, égslement intéressees a notre des-

truction lorsqu'elles n'auront plus beeoin he notre

secours: que nous reste-t-il, sinon d'empecher qu'sucune he

l'eonorte sur l'autre? Alors elles seront forcées de

briques notre alliance ou méie d'acheter hove neutralité.” ”6

He condemns all European interference with their

natural life, esoecially the selling of alcohol and the

use of firearms. Such a fight is murder in his eyes and

he feels deenly sorry that it was so often committed in

name of the European nations. He ssys for instance in

connection with Denonville: "Il déshonora le nom Frangois

'
o . A 1 ‘\

cnez les sauvages per une infamie perlidZe.” “8

 

54 ghid., p. 58

55 Ibid., p. 58

56

Ibid., IV/lS/VII. p. 49

57

Fbid,, IV/lE/K. p. 68

5’8 Ibid., Iv/lE/VII. p. 4.7
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[’0 one Clue me djws Lot le’me €19 tests out. I? l‘ T? “

that the? do not suffer the lllnwfnes o“ civillqetlgn, nut

there are Loose coming from nature. $0 he renwrts, {or

exagple, about the Eskimos: “...1es Eszimaux ont deux

w y I ‘ '1 ' '1 -

praWB flraux a crainure la perte he la vue, et Ie scorhut

...” and he continues: ”Le clupart en sont privés de

And still more denbonne~heure.” erous is the scorout,.i 7'

_v; ”Te scvrbut s'ettachr a ledr

\ I a

sens, en alters, en eraissit, en monauvrit in ma se.

Put the greater evil and the menace of their destruction

1comes from the inropean settlert
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plete quflfé in the r3.ture of tie co ntry and in tie 11.e
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of the native trlhes bu an. Hue di.cove:ers, bXJlQPtVS
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and hlSoLonnPieS openei toe way for two stress oi settlers

to core. nriginally, ”T'Anrleterre n'étoit connue dans

le Nouveau—Tonde, que par des nirateries souvent heureuves

et tonjvurs brillantes.” 41 Rut when the Sugferinas of

the Puritans in in land became intolerable, ”...1'en-

thousiasue, plus puissant encore que les nersécutelrs,

surnonta tous les obstacles at cette région du Uouveau-

n 423.. .3 :1 - _ .,,~ ,1. .. ' . 1.. ,- ..,....1‘., .’ . 3

Mon 8 JUU bieutou PCWgLLQ He Bresnjteriens.

,‘ o ‘ ,‘_ ‘. r ‘ .‘

”Wes vues de iortuhe multiplierent leurs comnagnons dens

I ”V

~ 1 - ~, $.- . .. “ .—-~ -

hes temps plus calnes.” 1O Nut in agent not only leuple

from England Came. "anin 1'Throne entiere ajouta bealcoup

t 44‘ ~ 0 ' 1 1 . .1 :

a leur population.‘ America be;ame the haven LOP the

nonressedo ”Des williers de malheureux, on rimés par la

tyrannie ou par l'intoléranée de leurs souverains,

 

41 mil. :v/rL/I. p. 160
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(1.. Ibid., 17/17/173 n. 1~39
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”fies nomaas écoaphés a la ver‘e Jes tyrane en cassant

les mere, peodoient tout esonir he retour, et s'attach-

oient pour tlujjurs a une terre qui leur servant d'asyle,

leur fournissoit 5 neu de frais une subsistence naisible.” “5

anecially inwigrants from Germany were quite numer3us.

A11 enjoyed the orivilege of beconing citiveus of the

Vast British Qmpire after seven ye rs of residence.

”Tennis one 1a tyrannie et la oersécution désoloieht

et desséchoieut la nonulation en RJPDPB, l'~mérique

Angloise se re plisaoit de trois sortes d'habitana.” 47

The first and largest group he mentions are "les hon es

libres." 4%

And here we see how he chanqed his minfi Since his

first egitlon. In 1770 he was under the complete influence

of De Pauw's theory of the degeneration of the Americans

under the influence of the climate of tais countPY- 49

A ter severe attacks he Changes his old statement and con~

 

45

Thid p. 159

45 $2123, IV/la/YKKII. p. 551.

47 lili-» IV/IB/XXKII. P. 553.

48 Ibid., p. 553

‘49 De Pauw; Recrwnnnung{fliilosophioues sun? les Américaios

(Devlin, 1708 — Duris, an Ill).
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la guerre, moins wr:nres aux arts q;e leurs ancétres.

Perce que le soin de défricher ls terre, de purifier

1'eLr, fie cnnnjer 1e Cllmst, d'eméllorer la nature

sbsorboit toutes les facultés de ce peuple transplanté

sous un autre ciel, on en concluoit se dérredetlon et

son impuisssnce de s'élever 5 desjpécnletions un peu com-

pliquées." 50

In tnis eroun of people he sees the note for Ameriee.

Until now they have been too busy with herd manual labor,

but 9rsnklin and some others have already proved that they

are able to achieve thinis in other fields, too. 51

In a second group of people he includes those fenmers

who have been condemned by Rritlsh courts to be shipned

to America, where they have to serve for periods of 7 to

14 yeers. Tney are bought by plantation owners from the

tribunel=. Tney are not well received. ”On s'est

universellement dégofité de ces homwes corrompus, et

toujeurs préts é commetrre de nouvesux crimes." 52

They are re;lneed by Europeans who could not get

along in Eurnne and wanted to try their luck in the new

 

5O Fries, IV,/18/‘<’(UI. p. 555

51 Ibid., p, 555—554

52
Ibid., p. 654.
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nvgvoit plus qu'un pas a fair. c'etoit ue VHHQPR sonC
D

cynoatriote sans l'evoir acneté et de trvuver quelqu'un

A . . .. I” l .. 1 .

qui l'acuetat; ll l'e fait.‘ 0” Tney depend comnletely

on the grace of those woo paid their transoortation and

b
i
“

tiey are sold in Ame ica to any place tne “owner” likefi.

r
‘
J

(
I
)
I

"Cette es ce d'esclavaqe est plus ou moin long: male

I I ‘ O 0 q

11 ne peut Jamais durer plus de nuit anuees.” "4
l

Children got to.ir freedom as sown as tney reasned

their majority. That means girls at the age of 18 and

boys at a]. Nobody of tnose people has a right to marry

during the time of tne contract without the consent of the

master, woo fixed the price and makes the bargain.

Test of the people under such contracts were won under

false pretences. ”Des brigands...vautent avec entnousiesme

les délices du Nouveao-T>nde, et les fortunes qu'il est

aisé d'y faire..." 5* The poor victims were shipped from

Amsterdam or Rotterdam and as soon as they :eberéfied in

America tney found condition: wor e than tnose they had

left. There was no chance to go back. Ietters were sup-

r‘ 3"

GO

pressed and "Iflillusion se perpétue en Eurgpe” that

 

55£E£1., IV/lg/(YXII. p. 55“

c;

U4 1b1d., p. 554
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(figures: 3,519,9fl) Whine and 4QQ,JJF black people)

1. the inr? ration of large numbers of Irish, Jews, ifrench,

:Mid qufinans,

o The climate and toe good chances for y)ung people to

o
.‘ . ) E“ I

marry and to maintain a large lemily on their inrws. “7

Tne tnird group of the population was made up by

slaves woom we will treat in a special paragraph.

 

[2‘
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*1 .14?!» 9-, ,- r
y". . . ‘ L

 

é T" »-‘jyj'3rat'._.‘\7‘1
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With tne Afe of 7xlifutepment a humanitarian trend

came up. It was not only the ”noble savage” wao was

praised, but it was also a time where a feeling in

sensitive men indicated that slaves were uuman beings,

t n, and that the may they were handled was inhuman and as

unChristian as aossible. Preach philcso hers dealt with

this question and Raynal is one who definitely took sides.

"Si les calons purent témoigner A Raynal leur gratitude

et s'autoriser de son ouvraqe paur revendiqqer leur

libertés, ils'finuverent en lui un adv~rsaire résolu dams

C

la question de 1'esclava3e.” ”8 Refore Montesquieu the

sin e question in its principle was hardly disauted.

Reynal is influenced by him. $rom his humanitarian

point of View the question was clear and he dedicates a

special chapter to it in his Hiatiire des Indes (Chapter
 

YKITI in Rook 7). He is of the opinion: "sans la liberté,

on la propriété de son corps et la jouissance de son esprit

on n'est ni épaux, ni pere, ni parent, ni awi...0n n'a

o ,_ . 0 H $.19

ni patrie, ni concitoyen, ni dieu. e

39 is against the pretensicn tnat the slaves sold

F
"

themselves. No human being has this r “at: ”Uieu est men

 

9" \ fi.

53 Tep ere, ,recurseurz p. 155.
 

59

Inaee, TI/V/‘(ii‘TL p. 194



San ESCJQVQ. ”fiVmfifit accfirderCiS-je done an nouvzir Cc

n ‘- 7 7 .. ‘ . ' fl‘ a ‘ "- v“ ‘ 5

1a ,u-itLQue, Ce Que J6 rel» e a la toute-oUiasanve ce

divine? 50

He knows thgt the mi alonaries allowed the importation

of slaves in order to protect the Indians from the cruelties

of the Europeans. Now they asked the masters of slaves to

treat them inrfimore human way.

For Raynal slavery is principally based ”szr 1e mtpris

absolu 0e 1a dignité humaine dans le noir” as Deschamcs

phrases it. 51 Then he knows no cowpromise With a religion

which tolerates slavery and he flaws, ”...si cette reliaian

existoit, n'en fauoroit-il pas étouffer les ministres sous

les debris de leurs autelsa”

This is his basic attitude toward the w ole question,

but as we saw so often, Raynal never neglects the facts.

He knows that they are tqere and is familiar with the main

difficulties and objections against the abolit on of

slavery: 1) cheap and easy to deal “ith manual labor and

2) the nretenaion that the slaves are better 0'f than other

warkers and ttat they would not know what to do if they were

 

freed.

an . \

...” Ibiqio, p. 194

61 Deechaups, p. 580.



w'wich maul; ot‘ivr—‘ers, Cili'li’if‘fi-“Ili{'53: slavarf in nripniffle, Lever

did. In his mower"te attitude he is first of all for a

better treatment, toen fer a systematic freraration for

their complete freeoum. Te observe here aaain a enacts

from a more radical point of vi w in his earTy editions *3

a saae foresight in the measures to be employed in their

Qaynal sees first signs of improvement. 9peaking

ahwut Pennsylvania, he says: ”...dans cette province

88
l'esclavaae n' a pas éte un erme de corruption...”

(
i
t
;

?e shows taat the majority of thetrople are not bad, but

that they lack the greatness of tne soul refined to give

something us which means a sacriM‘i to them. There are

already exceptiions and they will encourage Others.

Ue cites With pleasure the meditations of a Quaker in his

\ - o

conwreuation: ”Jusques a quand aurons-nous deux conSCiences

deux mesures, deux balances, l'une en notre faveur,

\ . . I

1'autre a is mine on prochsin: toutes deux eqalvment

d all of a 313d en cores 9 deep insihht<fausSBS?” “5 An

ant self-accusation: ”...et nous somaes chretiens, et

nous som es Anglois! PBHjl? favorisé uu ciel, et rerecté

sur les mars Quoi tu veux étre libre et tvran tout—a la
, .1

fois? “on, mes freres il est tems ce nits accorder avec

  

I‘oid., I‘~.7/1«'3/V. p. 279
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at de hrivnnia*es! . ” C3

ibe qted his slaves and tne

Cmngpy of such a higjw. cultural

standing, follow in tnis d‘rection, is Raynfil's ardent

desire. that 1

Christianity 300

98 hunvwlljeinws

g

d

all the

.‘1

+.

J alkinf abaut numnfiity 9nd

ior PS long as we do not treat slaves

and do notning to abolish Slavery?
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TQgetner with the turn towerd nsture a new period

comes wqien recognioes the importance of agriculture es a

secure besis for healthy living conditions and for s swund

stete. In Frence with its feudal system fermers were

especially bad off. So we understand Raynsl's attempt

to stress over and over ugain how important a cnense from

a depen.ent to en innenendent stetus of the farmer would

be. We is looking for exsnnles end finds one in tn yew(
D

The conquest of America seems to have inaugurated a

new type of settlement, 9 type which has en agricultural bssjs.

"Ies gouverdhens, fondsteurs se ces colonies, ont voulu

que ceux de leurs sujets qu'ils y transportcient, ne

pussent conscdmer que les msrchendises que leur faurnirnit

ls metronole, les productians des terres qu'on leur

sceordnit." 55

The vast territories offered room enouch for ev:rvbnd¥.
1

o
\ ’ ‘ _ . _-

"I'efrlculture est done 13 premiere et la veritable ricn—

an

OS
esse d'un étst." In the open country people can lead a

healthy life and they can provide themselves to s greet ex-

 

tent with necessary food and clothing. ”Tout, en etfet,

35
., III/ls/LV. p. 454

Q
)

3
4

Ibid., IV/IQ/VII. p. 534
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vsriculture. ”3' st danc A la rscine eu'il fHut srroser
\/

l'erbre. Tes villes ne seront florisssntes one ran 39
L

féCUnUité
deg Cqfimps."

OH

Regnsl finds 'ennsylveoiq s Wlfldprfdl exewrle for the

't

soundness 0: sn ~ ricultursl base. Tne prnfiress is lowU
.
)

but steady: ”Ia Pensilvnnie, qui fonds sa fortune sur 19

culture et eur la multiplicatian des tr, peonx, ne dnit

arriver one lentement A la nrospérité: meis cette nrcsplrité

aura oes fondemens nlus sfirs et ilus durables." 69 TFhe

fertility of the soil is different, but csn be imnroved.

warmers Cfllld grow most of their European crons in the

northern part of the cnuntry end in Verylend end Virtinir

tobacco, in South Tsroline even rice and indigo.73 Munh

lend qu still uncultivated. Along tne sea-coast and on

rivers snl lakes the fisning wss else of some innortsrce.

 

5737mm, Iv/lQ/VTI. p- 511-

68 Ibid., IV/19/VII. p. 611.

69

 

ibido , IV'I/la/Vo p. 285.

70 . -

Ioid., IV/l8/(VIT. p. tl6. (Reynal takes such occsSLcre

to tell, e.g., the complete history of rice (n. oll)

and of insigo (p. 518 )



  

T r '7 'I 4'- 1 ' r .‘.' ‘$ * ‘ . “- '
‘ ‘2 I ‘0 l

A O L ‘

A :‘n l" f". f", I?‘ ‘ r

.l . ‘A . . » b

-- ..I.—..—

b\ “sen“sctunee
...—.- 

Y" ‘0

infrra ewess nef;:3sve 1;)J nuunl t0 :sOV ti) tnjs: sutuyent.

- ~ . ‘ - _ 1 - . - . A H ‘ . -« g v ‘ ys ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ) ‘ ".

He sees [yrzt tee Dennlnvinfi OI «3(1svelgqmwent ol .unrgtscturee

in Americs.

According to the anove-mentioned conceptinn of calsnirx
1

they are sucnosed to nrsduce agricultural products and

furnien raw materials if possible and to buy at tee same

time all OtJUP tainys needed fram the matner csuntry. This

is the reason Wsy ell hints of manufactures in the colonic?

are kept down ns long as norsible.

Dut just in tne case of America tne lent distQNne fr:

Greet gritsin mswes tee nredgctien of certain urgently

needed evvrydsy roads in twe cwlonies neces-sry. Farmers

provided tnemselves as far as tney could, yet we see thst

they enrr not enough for tqeir products and tne develepment

of smeller msnufnctnres follows, first of all in the see

towns. Fnledelphis is en exemnle for Reynnl. There'ne

mentions, for instance, the productien of furniture, And

he concludes: ”fiette ville est accessible e tfius les

, ... s q . V .

besoins 0e 1'1umsnlte, a toutes les resou ces me l'lJUUSCPlR.*
3

The inte.ests OF tne metrenolis seerto be ilnsired by

sucflq ar1 in“mrvst;i0r1. Tklt {Final 1y tfiqe Ame "iccnjs gult tile flan; ,3_

H
.4 . . _ _V ‘

C oorr'}!i8 9leth {161‘ssicni to nvnnjfscthxre tkvsir our)(:let'dlujg
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in tuls IWWWny“t nre 7%?“lgbgd netween fxwr‘liz‘evwfli _vr-

vinwes and proatel sufnmnnt re nlntYQrc fire
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Qeven yesrs wf q: rentlce~QL> ere reqqlred «or tr~ter

A master csnnot emmlly a slave snl not were tscn two on-

‘

-ertlces at a time. mne irwn mines are swhiecLel to man:

We see tnrt in tzese circumctqnces 9 reel industry
9

u.

CWUIfl not Gavelon find that tee colonies dnnend in P0 nenv

,
4
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sweeter HIS attitdde tow-"d com 1PJB: he fL qts the '* h»v'

nttitule ”yréjumé d'un 0r°ueil barbsre centre 1e cemrer:s?t,

C ‘ O I

end 16 (t<):!f,L1‘1'L_Jes; Mme llf‘if’fif.-. 1rmengg-s r~rjrer~t {wrap b.9968 we

lears geuvernemans, un principe destructeur ée twute

société, le minris nonr les travaux utiles.” 7*

The mem'zhm‘:t {1:11 unrest of Ilit)‘r1‘t)-tn‘d},' and E‘lfir‘udefl"? 0s W917.

es the Mighty organivetinn of the gnnse are keystones 9n

the way to a new age. Con erce became a force; ”Ies

swvereins 0;‘\'::3s<}rent les corps de msrc'nqnds et de mi-tiers

aux barons. On vlt chitiner peu-e-Deu l'snnrcnie et le

tyrennie f~0dnles. res b urfeois devenrent cltoyens, et

le tiers-étet fit rétsbli dens le drait d'etre semis aux

sssemblées nqtionsles.” 75

Right at toe hegfiruwhfig of his lwufl(}ne asks the question;

”...qui est-Ge qui a fnnié ces villes? qui est-ce qui a

rassemblé, vétu, civifisé ces pennles? et qa'alors toutes

les voix des hom:es éclpirés cal sent psrmi elles m'ont

répondu: c'est le csmwerce, c'est la CQflHQTCe."

 

Ibid., 1/1. 0. 1. Introduction.

 

Ibid.

 

Ibid., p. 14
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”3&3 Que 1e CHmWCPC

{nine dens les riwfie es , ,

taute pulssence la trnuve dens Bes eenqgetes,

das qae in commerce, des @recs eut cessé inns

la H'diterrsnéefil n'y en eat plus dens le

:nnrwha cerHNJ." ’

0
6
‘ , trwuve a in fin es

9 'i

‘.

i Cf’lte‘zi‘lfie (fishy-(.3

According to Rsynsl's dwiiion individuals and ststes have

fallen into a kind of slqvery. ith tne situation of

Trance in mind he tiliill‘A’S Of the all-EIMYEI‘CI‘L 93mm] (Watkifllic

Church and the ehsalute sovereign. In tue cnse of America

it is tse debendence ursn orders issued in fondnn.

He asks for liberation and ”Te cemmerce est l'exercice

, . .. . s L .

de cette preeieuse iIQePEB, a lnqnelle ls rsture s spgelle

twus les hem es, s ettezhé leur bonheur at meme leurs VHPtUS.
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Disons plus...nnus ne les vsyons libn..

u '78

He knews how the World goes and how relatinns between

. . . \

peesle develop- ”Teas ces repnorts (numsine) camnenCerert

par des combats; et finirent par des nssacistions. is

I

gierre et la navigation on wéle les seciwtés et les

peunlsdes.” 79

 

77 lfljd
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des wwerres s'enure et :e rolit rsr le co .crce.
. l I. I.

-.A

9

In the csse of Queries commerce is only 9 one-sided

affair. Throujh the monher country goes all of it, and sue

controls 1t cloSHly. The fur trnde was norrelly the be—

ginning but then moricultursl products had to be shipped

and commercial 59.53 were nee ed. sut everytfling had to 57

to and to come from garland. Tne colonies were not allowed

commercial activities on their own.

use difficulties wnich(Reynel gives us a picture ‘9 to

hampered for instsnce the orogress of Virginia; "T'ecte de

nevigstion...dont 1e but étoit d'essurer e la métrooole

l'scnrovisionnement de tous ses étsblissemens du Nvuvenu—

”once, le comfierce exclusif de leurs productions fut observé

avec une rirueur qui fit presque doubler de valeur ce que

la Virginie doit acneter, et avilit encore plus de qu'elle

evoit 5 vendre." 81

Even Dritish ships could bring goods to Americs only

if they came directlv from a Pritish harbor, and ”les ex—

portstions devoient originsirement eboutir toutes en Angle—

terre." 53 There were only a few exceptions for the ex-

portation of some goods as wnect, rice, vegetables, wo>d,

" 1b.! (.3 . , Il/E’ //‘7(—‘T—(o p o 678

..

I‘J/lB/KTI. r- 299

 

R2 1 ,- . - I" f'" ' I '~ 1013., IJ/lB/(LaVli. p. 674

 



«mericnn yragunts.

Be remarks about tne relationsnio between nglawd 8rd

the colonies- "O s'écorta de ce prin~ipe d'impartiaiité,

qui seul ceut conserver I'ffa71té c'inderendancv entre les

membres d'un gwuvernemant libra;1orsqu'on obligea les

\ _’ ’
.

colonies 8 ve ser cans 1a matroDJJe tnntes 1es nroduntxona,

{
ATéfie celles qui n'y devoient pas etre consonm.e ; loramu'nn

‘i \ e p _ . v _t

les lorca a tirer ce 1a metrorole toutes les marcnand see,

86
méme celies qui lui venoient des nations étrangéres.”

Freight charges free and made goods more expensive

to the customer - oaly to maae a few richer, who controlled

the commerce. onlaad had the ”preference de vente etakr

I I
),

‘5 ' _ e.

dlrportntion pour tyutee les denrees et la preterence d'achaq

‘
3
3

et d'exportation pour toutes les warcnandises.” 4

According to Raynal's above-mentioned conception of

comnerce all tnose restrictiwns are artificial amd must Jenl

earlier or later to serious quarrels.

I‘l" I .
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‘e uwuwtlorwei t rvt {Rena a Franc mmwn's Twelrn;zor viwwv

not amen Pauli be exnentel in A:~“iaa in the field of

science anfl arts. TRntil recently the Arericans were even

tggu an incanable of aaneVEnq anytginx at all 1n this

0 lg 5 1 1 H

direction. " Gut we have alreauv seen tnat nevnal V079

up the tneory of the degenerat on of tne QTRPiCQFS under

the influenue of the new cliruflne: "...ou en concluoit 3a

\ I

e‘ a dek specula-I
"
)

.
.
.
.
a

(
D

<dé“radation ct son irnuiseance fie

- n

v

tions an neu ct'wrépliquées,” ““7 Tje says, ”,Tllsqu'a nos

j)urs, l'esprit a paru s'éne-ver 03m e le corws dans les

0 n 9 AV 0 0

Indes Ccemnentales.' 0' ?ut in the meanthe t;is 13-

pression has cnmwged: ”Vlf et penetrans ca bonne henre,

les nom.es y congolvent promptenent: male n'y réslstent

pas, ne s'y 9003ufument pas aux longues méditations.

Presque tous ont de la facilité pour tout; aucun ne marque

r 89
un talent décidé pour rien.’

He does, of course, not overlook the exceptions, e.

C
?

Franklin, who lea to a change in the conceptions about

...

America: "Pour dissiper ce préjueé iniuste, ll fa1loit

 

quwehpfieg fih{]ng\$1?qgng.
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te~ can: km»; e‘.il tuétrrs, IV? : ls ea; rrjcle;te .;utin garnet Ln]
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wour eclatant su olusieurs brenenes c s scie,c s naturei esI \
I

He thinks Aterlce has reacned a stage where ”an n’y

. . I - ru ('1 P - -\ " A ‘i 'n' /-' . T ’ '2 I‘ I R ...manque olus de secours, le malLPcS, ue ml40168. -'eeucatiou

' V" t . ‘ . . a \ , ' ‘ , 3 T‘ ,

s'y rerand, s'J puriec ionne de plus es plus,’ and IJRLS

1e pornortiens (sit) on y voit plus de gens bien nés; plus

de lei ir et de m Jens four suivre son talent ou'on n'en

trouve en $urooe, ou l'institution meme de la jeunes e est[
1
)

sauvent contraire nu pro; 3 et en déveicn ement du rénie'
1 U

et de la raison.” 93

80 culture will spread as it did in Europe. The only

difference he sees is tse fact tnat is spreads in lmerica

from the Forth to the South whereas in larope the Sauth had

r . 1' ‘ ' fl ' “ -. rw ' run" Q1

eullgn.ened tne MUTLUQ‘U TELLODS. ~

New anland and “niladelphin are centres of this move-

he slums r‘renlcl in 's influencement. To give an example,

in establisnirg a library there in 1753: ”...une belle

collection des classiques, grecs et latins" 9‘ is donated

to the public by the generous citizen logan. And in con-
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A: swan eq annal CJméS to relifiiuue questirrs we

fiJHi vefuuneni;}9 name I? einst.1flwe igflgyDIIC (Hmjfcn, 'Ze

mentlnned anove that he P€:“Pd€d it es tee main root of

the "state 0f slavery” in which nis Cguntry was livirg,

because it sanctified the enealute kinfi, "entitlinfln

him to fiivine right.

Dayna] sees the only way to greedym in the dentructi:n

of tne Ortnolic finurch. Then it wuwlfl he noeclble to

secnleri7e the state. Tengere says, "Ce fnngueux unti-

cléricelisme precede, A vrei dire, d'une irrelijien

profonde." 94 1e are not informed about Tenjere’s re-

liglwus opinions, but we think thwt he geee ton fer in his

conclusions in the cese of Weynel. He $939, Reynel wee fer

the abolition of Christianity. "fie but est CJRWJD é t)ue

les encyclopédistes, meis cqncun d'eux 9 ea neniere prepre

de le poursuivre. Ce qui distingue la meniére de Qnynel 08

celle d'un d'Volanh on d'nn Concordet, c'en est la

moderation." 95

Tengere's anclueien tnot he exen ted to 80m; extent

Protestants and deeiqte 1 his attacks on-v fer tectiCfil

reasone goes too far. 95
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ecrlier times and thinke tne rise one tee beet Field fer
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We mentioned already his coneegtion cf Puritaniem and

'he gives exemnles for tne intelerance or Puritans towerd

otue~ Chriqtinn groups. New Ehfland Puritens

'
1
1
.

(
D

"
J

'
3

:
3

'
1
0

”
h w

v

D (
D

«
:
1

*
3

oient ne s'étre erregé la liberté
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__

I l 1

-1030 ”Tout l'furme fut eterne (“NineFinterdire nux entree.”

intolerance Si révoltente.” And he nd-s: ” 918 cheque

secte chrttienne n'a-t-elle pas tnujeurs borne 1e hem A”

dlnjustice, de violence et de pere cation aux rigueurs d>nt

elle ét)it 19 victime?" 131

He is convinced that "T019 lee cultes partent d'un

trorc comrun, qui eubsiste et qui subsistere é jemeis, sera

qu'en ose l'nttQQuer, branches qu'il renouseera, sens qu'il

soit permis d'espérer d'en arrecner une seule qu'evec

‘2

effusion
de sang." 1”)U

 

97 £1,111, IV,/15 II. p. 5 and IV/ie/Ix, ph- 177-110--

Ehlflf’ vol. 1, Preface.

99 Ehifif’ IV/lQ/I, p. 468-459

100 £233., Iv/ZV/XIX, p. 255

101 1.1.1, IV/l?/'(.IX. p. 2:53

1'95 Ibid.
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aler nncel The behavior of tne Quakers furnished

to him an exCellent example. ”12 fiere siwnlicité oe nee

nouveaux entnoueiaetes qui bénissoient 1e Ciel et les

mom es, nu milieu des tourmens et de l'ifnoninie, inspire

de le vénére tion nour leure nersnnes, fit aimer leure

sentimens, et multiplia leure prosélytee." 105 Hinelly

Charles IT tried to stop the nerse ution but d.ld not quite

su: eei Reynel tmilks tile alleys present menance oI toe

savages preventeo a civil war in New fin“l°nq's tNeoloficnl

disputes.106

While New England never quite overcame tnis intolerant

attitude, Penweylvenia really beceme ”l'eeyle des mel-

heureux,” 107 and tolerance was there the first commeni—

went, 178 quekere, Anebeptiets, Anglicens, Metoodists,

even catholics, worked and lived there peacefully

tk ether. Anotner goup which he mentions are the ”“urvlere”

who "rejettent nvec reison, l' éternité des Deines,” and ;ne

”eont‘pqr religion’ce que les stoiciere étoient per pnilosviie
' ’ /

insensibles eux outrejes.” 3”9
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103 Ibid., p. 275
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In cantrnet to Tne furitnfin evefi the Cutte‘ics

in Yerviend geve uh their ifitelerence, wnicn tney bed

erfieriencej themseives.

Very 5mm tnie spirit of tattleraz’we extende'i

itself 371 over the Americen coioniee and Reynnl con-

cludes: ”T'est en partie 5 le découverte du Neuveeu—

Nonde qu'on devra la tolerance religieuse qui doit

s'intrcduire dens 1'encien. L'abord de t)utes les

sectes dens 1'Amérique Septentrienele, a neceeeeire~

ment éteniu 1'esprit de tolerance eu 10in, et seuiecé

nos contréee de guerres do reiigian." 110 The pence-

ful living LO ether of different sects in this new

continent ”...e refrnidi 19 haine religieuee qui lee

divisoit.” 1‘1

A-cieer view of tee sitdetion mefie it an arert;

”...qu'il y evvit per-taut ce 1a mereie et de la

bonre fci dens les ocinions par-tout dn 17r~

f‘ia 35$ mocurs: et dc l'averice dans les fines; 6t

l'on en a canciu que c'étoit le climet, le converne—

ment et l'intérét saciei oi national qui wodifioient

112
les homres.”
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As a pond child 01 his ere Reynwl tries tc etrlein

Jz;rels syn} custcmr41 v Lne irnlhlence Cd‘rclimetc, £§?Vern-

mant and social and national interest as the Beet dint” ion
!

in the preceding peregreth indicated. Those physicel,

scciel end gliticel conditions were excellent in AmeriCE.

Here as eVerywcere he is leaking for en Opportunity

to shew n picture of purity close to nature es en example

to morally decedent Eurnne and to #rence especially.

We menticned slresdy in c-snection with his View of the

savages that he wanted to preserve the picture of their

mnrels in his bank.

In America we find a natural surrounding, 9 society

based on agriculture, and he says ”Ou re?ne une eisence

bonnetE, fluit Cu traveil et me l'inddstrie,]fi sant crdinnire—

ment les tenses moeurs.” 110 V8 recognizes that especially

in Pratestent SfiCiétiBS ”perce qu'ils étcient les plus

foibles, les plus laborieux et qu'ils evcient encore e

justifier leur crcyence par leurs vertus." 114

Vere as above in connection with religicn he mentions

Ngw England 83 an P”(CRT-"t1‘3“: "Te fanatisme, qvi repefifioit

l'enarcnie dens 1e métropcle, introduisoit le subcrdinntian

—
 

...fJQ, IV/rlts 11:, T). 138

114 Ibid
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excesses is fellcwed by ”an remcrds cuip

7' .-. . \ i r ,

” 1 7 wven if ”ce scmcre ecc s n'entnnusiesve he

I {
-

reprit plus unx ruriteins de la Fcuvelle-Angleterre”

laws and restricticrs are always tco severe in tris cousirf

Reynel is far instance eyeinst different standards

far the two sexes and he iflSePtS Ursnklin's ”Folly Ueker

Stcry" es an example. 179 This girl was eccused 0F

hovina had her fiftn illebi irate cnild. She takes u:¢
+

her own defense end bases it on God's canrendment: "In-

crease and multiply!” She says: ”. .Nfin, ”easiewrs, le

Ciel n'est pes imaitnyeble, injuste csmme vcus,” 1K0 The

stdry flsks for a cnqnfifi of Jews wnich ere too severe end

iniumen. Reyna] reports: ”...ce disccurs prodcisit une

rérelution étcnnente dens tugs leg egfipith. w

While hqving in New qulend a newejenecus group of

tme seme descent end the same reli ion settled in closed

communities the situation is quite different in Other
I
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servefl. annnl save, Ifin?:exnmp]e, ebnut the S

ivfluenee in New Vbrkg

Ies Wellnndeie, premiere fondnteure de la

colonie, y éteblirent net esprit d'ordre et

d'écennmie* qni dietihgue per tout lenr

nntinn. ““

Trai

wire Penn wanted to abolish all snureee of V106,

et l'oisiveté",

a 5. 1 ‘55

nu

e of twelve learn a trade or profeesion.

reel equality and all are led to

"qui est 1e travail,

‘nationnl an

s "devint un spe l'univers0group

voisins, mqlgré leur b anrie,

etdouceur de ses mneurs,

leur corruetion rendirent hommnqe A see vertue.”

are 1on3

soit des mains ou de l'esprit.”

entie

7]“ L- 3)

“P9-

trnmrfuteh

99 p098 t0 PennsyJVQnin where the

”l'lhdiflwwhw
.1

by demanding teat 91] caildrem over tne

Tue re 1 <3

this common destihqtion

124

d Peli?iJU?

w
7)
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furent encheinés par 18

388 peup1es éloignés, me1gvé

195
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onev an newbie qni n'eet hi peli, ni cor-

remvfl? P°r le séj>ur des rrendes cites: 11 regne anerele-

., de la rrdprete, du bcn ordre dens lee

familles.” 36

In such heqltfly surrnuneinns and under such favor-

able conditions: ”res Ferues sent enenre 0e qu'elles

doivent étre, d>uée9, monestes, competissantes et sernur-

ables; elles out cee vertus qui perpétuert l'empire de

leurs charmee. Tea nomyes sent occwree de leurs premiers

- . .. \ .._

devoirs Ju emin at an pregres me leurs

"
5 lnqtations, qui

m
‘
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,
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.fernnt le snntAewusme leur prnsp

Feelings of enunlity and security reign. ”a place

1 ‘ ‘ 1

cu luxe, qui‘fieine la micere 9 ea suite, an lieu me cen-

trnete efflieeefit et hi;eux, un bien étre univ.reel, re—

s .. . . . .

pertieegement per la premiere cistrioution mes Lerree, per

16 Gears de 1'infiustrie, q mis dang tons ‘es coeurs 1e

deeir de ee pleire mutuellement: ...“r ne se voit jemais

snrs pleisir...0n were enfin dang les calories cette vie

—___

125 Ibid., IV/lB/YYXIV, D. 38“»565

137 Ibid.
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Tue only twin: missing unier tuese advantageeue enn-

ditians ie 9 certain unity and a national feelinv. There
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tne daty of tee ngernwewt to provide. ”T'homne nei

tO
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."n

evec un germe me vertu‘ 1‘9 and so ”de; gerdiens plutI

rgwe des predecteure” 193 ere needed. "11 s'egit mains

ci'ensei*ner 1e bien, nae de gerantir du mel. La bonwe

I

erhlefition vient trap terd, Cwez dBS P849183 cvrrmnpue. 199

trites...snnt pq3“és en meelrs dans la evciété." 131

Tleynel even sues so fwr es to eey: ”Tee nommes sent ce que

3)_‘ Z

163 qauvernement les Iait." 1”
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pvide”, with "and autorité sens bornes.” 159

Only Varylan; ewd Pennsylvania remained for Qfly tine

unwer sa“h a status.

The lngt Uroun hhd 9)—cnlled charter fivvnrnmpntq.

It was criminally the status of all Nev Thqlnnd provinnaa

but finally only Cannecticut qql anode Islnnd had ChartRPS.

He says in general: “0n pent la regarder comma une

puoe dénocrntie. I98 citnyena élisent, dévngnnt aux-rfiwws

tons leurs offliclevs at Font toutes les lnix qu'ils jUfflfit

5 propoc, sans qu'allpa misfit hesoin de l'pprrohstién flu

-w>n9rvy19, Stnyn qu'il :ait ]fi%(iPOit fine 198 R HHJIIBP." 140

Tue only 8X?37tiOnS to tnosa guwnrnl tyues of gavevn-

ment were Cannda ahi Tlowidn. TLr’ t~e univr military

authorit and not tneir orders direct from Tondon
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79%
went 9"‘-if“al. In Such 8 state ”tautes facilitég

sont ouvertes aux précnutinn du léqislateur qni vent

(1 ‘. 1“

fpurer 18 Fang et les mneurs d'une pegplgde.” 1-4

QQY”31 “q” h9“9 1? fl new CINHLPV fin innohtqnt tack

for eéjcfitinn to mwke necnfisqry correctiong in morals and

to unite tnvse diffenent relitifius groups afil nationalitiHQ.

Cpuakin? Hanan the ffignnfltiun of an institute of

'1 O

lblimp? earninw mt “hilnuelfimlgy he mentiwns with joy:

; \ a

...”18 tumologie sera seule a inmais exclue d'ine ncgdxmie

consacr3 é 1'inntructinn d'un peuple qui admet tous les

caltes, qui n'en reconnnit point de dominant, et qui,

mane n'en exige nuoun. Ce sera l'unique cantrée dw

l'univers ofi l'an ne se battra pas pour des mats, ofi l'nn

“/ - ' ' - w 145
me hairs point pour des objets inconprehansibles.‘ ~

The can iLlnna were good for a teaoeful develnpweflt

"I

o; the fimwvicnn colonies, as twp 3ehev91 ‘ioture has showv.
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Te know frum Qnyflel'e different editien: tunt he

W9t0h~d tfie QWQPPRTQ thW3~n Greet firitnin and her Amerieem

colonies clneely from the beeinnirr. We recarnizgd the

needs 814 rixuts of tne Amtriopn settlere but eccnrding

to hie mnderqte attitude, which we coulé Shaw were tnnn ah e,

he Could not reenmrend the taking up of arm: against the

mother country.

“is oninion changed w en tne w~r was started and his

1730 edition incluwee for ;he first time the section chant

the American Fevolution wuich appeared as grove mentioned,

in generate ejitivns, too. 1

As Thomas Fnlne indie tee in hie fetter, quhfil Was

ofen not well ennurh informed and had ”wrong” Concentione

about many tninds. 3 Rut here it is our task to 88m haw

he suedeeds in renresenting the different nointu of View

of the major flowers involved.

 

1 Way ("' it.

thos:

Rein
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lg . Critique, p. 55) regards the contention that

passages were stalen as a prgmotionql stunt of

1.
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sent fevméee per 19 métrnpeie et pour la métrnnnle.

This was the general opinion of tue colonial pexers in

the 18th century. We saw the regults of this thinking in

Great Dritnin in the Strict regulatinns for 911 cemwevee

with the co antes and we hennd ehnut the difficulties

cumin? up me a resglt of tlfl Ion; divtonees from the

mother ceuntry enfi the high fre fat rates PQUPBd by tww:e

unnatuvel restrictions.

In many reebeete tme co:onies elree v enjeytd ten
'1 Q

1‘. \

rnuet1_:refiutwm rum} hrvi,¢r3wnn tor)2veelinay. ?ua7:n1d thereeii

was not well 0f9.et tne ewd of a June and bloody war in

y
.

1765, and she decided to ask her colonies fer heIp.

"Cette vue étoit save at junta, snyg Qatnq

did UOt QfPee with the any in which they hflnu7e* t%e

:
0

question. ”Te mifiistese firltoneique...s ”eit le mament

d'une peix g avieuse pen? exiqur une contributien fiarcée

. R

de ses co]nniee.' ”

The result was tne Itemp Aet, WJiCh wee f nevly re~

’I

vnked after two yeirs 31 canvuisive epitgtion. Yet ”refit

 

4.
noteu by T. Peachemps, p. $11.

INNER, IVf/Jg/fxi‘H-(‘Jl-TT, p» ‘577
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Englqnfi tried to exolaln that it could lay on h~r exnorte

tne duties wnich her interests cemenfied and that sue clc

not intena to Lorbid the fabrication of txiese goods in

her colonies. on the other hand everybody knows that there

were no nrovieions and fectories in the colonies to produce

those goods. After yen“s or strucele and without any re-

venue from any one of tee texes Trclend wove seatieI notion

to tne Americans in 1773, woo insists} unon a general :nd

formal renunciation. Tee alone was excented in order to

snow toe superiority of the mother coun ry over the colonic

The ministr" believed tort the di sno eition of the new worlu

was altered, exam in 177$ they ordered the collection of

tne duty upon tea.

After the t)oeton insurrection tne ministry, seeking

revenge, seiqei to» egg rig gran L'. circomstnnces of this

unnerste ndahie exec I
!
)

3, nnd.regtired the Perlirment toA

punish it severely. The port of Doston was therefore

closed in March, 1774, by an order of Parliament. inqlend

hoped to break in tris way tne union of the diff9rent

establishments. fine was mistaken, and miter heavy debates

91] honne 01 recyncilietion Vfl”iFhed. fine cent trocpe to

America and ir tee night of xgpil 19, 1775, the erwwd

confl int began,
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