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A STUDY OF CHANGES IN BUILDINGS FOR

TOURISTS AND RESORTERS IN MICEIGAN

The ravid and recent exnansion of the tourist and resort industry
of Michigan has broucht into being many new businesses to house, feed
and entertaln tourists and resorters. Overators of these businesses
have had little information available to them concerning the buildings
that have served similar needs in the vast and therefore obsolescence
has been unnecessarily ranid in meny instances. The vpurposes of this
study were to outline the influences and changes in buildings for tour-
iste and resorters in Michigan and to forecast future trends in such
buildings.

For convenience, this history of tourist and resort buildings was
grouped into three eras: The Early Days (1820-1870), The Railroad-
Steamboat Era (1870-1920), and The Automobile Era (1920- ). The
buildings for tourists and resorters since early white settlement have
been the architectural expressions of the cultural settings which dif-
fered in each era, The inns and taverns prior to the Civil War resulted
from the need for overnight accommodations along the stasecoach routes,
The resort hotels, hunting and fishing clubhouses, and ecity hotels of
1820 were the result of cultural influences of that meriod. The desire
for better health and the resnonse to a fad brought about mineral soring
resorts. With the automobile and its culture, highway accommodations
grew from the tourist camp and roadside shack to the modern motor court.

Similar chasnges in resort structures came with the antomobile are.



Throughout history the important asvects of the cultural setting
have been transportation, economic status of the nation, the distrihu-
tion of incomes, the types of travelers and resorters, women's dress,
expanding nonulations, changes in natural resources, increased interest
in recreation, nrograms of public agencies, dominant architectural
styles, and the influence of tourist and resort promotional nrograms,
The degree of imvortance of each influence was qQuite different in each
era,

From the findings of the vast, it car be vredicted that the enltural
settings of the future will have a great influence on tourist and resort
buildings to come. The trend is toward more horizontal and more modern
designs. The small towns of the future may abandon the 0ld railrcad
hotel and take on a new tyne of motor court, modified to serve the needs
of the community. More and more resorts of the future will be cottage
colonies or motel-like buildings rather than large two or three-storied
resort hotels. The large verandas, plazzas and front porches of vast
buildings will be renlaced by large glazed wall ovenings in the main
structure.

From this study it is honed that present and nrosnective tourist
and resort operators will have a better understanding of the past and

can adjust their facilities to the times and avoid unnecessary building

obsolescence,
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INTRODUCTION

The entrepreneur who is seeking land for building tourist or resort
accomnodations in Michigan today is in a position quite similar to the
bachelor who marries a widow with three children and moves into her home.
He 413 immediately confronted with all the associations, habits and real-
ities of the past and must adjust to them if he is to succeed.

Many lands of Michigan have been used to serve tourists and resort-
ers for over one hundred years, and today show the effects of such land
use. Along a lakeshore where a prospective overator thinks he might
establish a resort, he may find a large community of two and three-storied
structures duilt in a Victorian style. He may be baffled at the orien-
tation of a large resort hotel because his aonroach by automobile first
reveals outbuildings, service entrances and garbage cans instead of the
classical columns of the la%eside facade. At an inland town he will
quite likely find the hotel some distance from the highway and in an area
often called "blighted" by the city planner of today because it is near
the railroad tracks and is surrounded by industry or other uses unsuited
to habitation. Or at a place that seemed an excellent location for a
new cottage rental resort, the land is owned by an organization of own-
ers of large, palatial summer homes.

Such a prospective operator would also find many buildings and land
uses of the more recent past, In a resort region he would find colonies
of cottages for rent as well as state and federal recreation areas, in
which he could pitch a tent or park a trailer. Along the highway, he

would find tourist rooms, overnight cabins and motels or motor courts,



If he is fortunate in finding a location that anpears to be un-
shackeled by developments of the past, he then must decide upon the
design of the buildings he is to erect. 4s he looks about him for
gaidance, he may see examples of ax-hewed log cabins, heavy columned
Classical Revival hotels, cottages in the Romantic vein, or a stream-
lined modern motel buildinz with flat roof and glass walls. Some would
be many stories in height--others just one story and of a sprawling de-~
sign. Some would be detached dbuildings, each designed to serve one fam-
{ly--others, long row-type buildings with many one-room units under one
roof,

If he should copy such structures, he might accidently build suit-
able facilities, but quite likely he would dbuild of a2 design that is
obsolescent or already obsolete. Unless he has a knowledge of the con-
ditions under which each type was erected and the kinds of trade that
such buildings had been designed to serve, he may construct facilities
that would force him out of business or that would require complete re-
modeling much sooner than anticipated,

Tourist and resort buildings of the past are interesting--particu-
larly to the historian--but are not always profitable. One should not
confuse useful and functional buildings with relics of architecture. It
is one thing for a building to serve tourists or resorters with modern
food, housing and entertainment facilities., It is quite a different
thing for a building to be a museum plece, valuable because of its age,
rarity, and past associations.

Tourist and resort buildings are not all alike., Those of the past

were Quite different from those of the present. Those buildings designed



to serve tourists and resorters of the future will be different from
today's buildings. Therefore, there is a definite need, though it has
not had written or oral expressinn, for more background information
about dbuildings for tourists and resorters,

To date, the writer has not found a sketch of such backgrounds that
covers both the entire state and the whole period of white man's occupa-
tion of Michigan, Several histories of individual communities include
reference to local buildings for the use of travelers and recreationists.
Some histories of prominent resorts have been written. In travel and re-
sort folders, fine phrases and impressive adjectives have been annlied to
Hichigan's recreational resources and the facilities for guests. Oceca-
sional magazine and newspaper writers have expounded on past and present
facilities for tourists. Some books on Michigan history make brief ref-
erence to the tourist and resort industry of Michigan. All these have
provided some source material for this study.

The experience of the last six years' educational work with the
tourist and resort industry of Michigan has deen drawn upon for some of
the information contained herein., The early childhood and youth of the
writer were snent within the state's boundaries, and this association
with 1ts later history and recreational resources has been heloful. The
hundreds of tourist and resort properties throughout the state that have
been inspected by the writer have assisted in providing a versvective
that could not have been gained through written material or interviews.

Many persons have cooverated in the answering of questions, filling
in questionnaires, and holding interviews. Members of the Michigan Depart-

ment of Health were sent questionnaires regarding the development of



. .

sanitary facilities in tourist and resort bdbuildings in various regions of
the state., Although only a small number replied, their information was
significant. Several historians, librarians, and persons conversant on
the backgrounds of Michigan's tourist and resort business were interviewed.

This research was done for the purpose of making an outline of in-
fluences and changes in the develooment of buildings for tourists and re-
sorters in Michigan. Influences on building design are important in fully
understanding the buildings that resnlted. It was not the nurvose to
restate the complete history of travel, architecture, or the peonle of
Michigan, but rather to discover those influences that had a direct bear-
ing upon the tourist and resort facilities., Through this review of the
past precedents, it was also the nurnose to make some predictions for
future trends.

Because the writer may have interpretations of the terms "tourist"
and “resorter® at variance with the reader's use, some definitions may be
in order. The term "tourist" used herein refers to one who makes a tour
or a pleasure trip, but not necessarily all those who travel. While the
same facilities are often used by commercial travelers and others, struc-
tures used exclusively for such use are not included in this study. A
"resorter® is here considered to be one who is visiting a region or spe-
cific location for pleasure or to regain health, with emphasis on the
utilization of some out-of-door recreational resource beyond his home
environs. This would exclude such local amusement or entertainment cen-
ters as theaters, playgrounds, city parks, ball diamonds and stadia,

In reviewing tourist and resort dbuildings of the past, the history

logically falls into three major veriods. These three eras are sevarated



by significant changes in influences on tourist and resort building de-
sign and the structures that resulted. TFew changes other than numerical
exvansion occurred prior to the Civil War, Marked differences in our
soclety and tourist and resort buildings occurred during the period of
elegance after the Civil War and continuing to the Pirst World War.
Significant changes in transportation, soclety and vacationing paralleled
the overwhelming influence of the automobile from the First World War

until today,



TOURIST AND RESORT BUILDINGS OF THE PAST

The Farly Days (1820-1870)

The Setting

Michigan's first tourists were the Indians, as the race of peovle
occupying American soil was erroniously called by the exolorer, Columbus,
These savages of the Algonquian family opened their crude skin and dbark
covered huts to friendly visitors. These homes of the Indians, however,
vwere flimsily built and were not an enduring architecture.

Explorers, missionaries, or fur traders were engaged in activities
that did not encourage vermanent settlements. These early travelers in
Michigan stayed in huts or cabins already erected by the Indians or im-
provised some shelters that best befitted their trade. Neither was this
significant in architecture of the future.

The military populace of frontier posts established more substantial
quarters for themselves and fortresses for protection from attack.
Antoine de la Mothe-Cadillac in 1701 enclosed his acre-sized fort with a
palisade of oak logs planted in the earth along what is now Jefferson
Avenue of Detroit.l He built a chapel for St. Anne, a storehouse, and
dwellings for his men. But even these more permanent log fortresses had
little influence on the architecture that was to follow,

Although the structures of these early travelers had little influ-
ence on the design of inns and hostelries of the future, their transpor-

tation routes were used not only in decades that followed, but many are



still in use today. The birch bark canoces of the Indian and bateaus of
the fur trade followed lake snd river routes that influenced future water
travel around and within Michigan. The foot trails of the Sauk, Fox,
Potawatomi, Chivpewa, Miami and other Indian tribes supnlied the original
reconnalsance for several Michigan highways of today.

The settlement of Michigan came late as compared with other areas of
the 014 Northwest Terri'cory.2 It was somevhat distant from the Ohio
River settlement, which was one of the major avoroaches to the frontier,
and Michigan was poorly rated by early visitors. Edward Tiffin, the
surveyor-general of the United States, reported that the land was poor
and wet and generally unsuited to agriculture. Because this was an
agrarian age, non-fertile or non-tillable lands were not very popular.

Although some American settlement came to Michigan soon after the
War of 1812, greatest immigration did not come until after the opening
of the Erie Canal in 1825, The population of Michigan rose from a total
of 9,000 persons in 1820 to 31,639 in 1830, and the rate of maximum

immigration came in the years of 1833 to 1837.3

Every young man with brain or ambition turned to the west for a home
until it seemed all the people in the eastern states were moving.
One of the early writers on the History of Michigan said that by
1837 it seemed all New England was coming to the state, every one
singing the popular song:

"Come all ye Yankee farmers

¥ho wish to change your lot,

Who've spunk enough to travel

Beyond your native spot

And leave behind the village

Where pa and ma do stay,

Come follow me and settle in Michigania,
Yea--yea--yea--in Michigania."

There were four more verses to this siren song., The last verse
promised, "we have first rate girls in Michigan". This was misleading



because all the girls in the country not already promised were Indians
not at all broken to white man's ways.

My father used to tell of a celebrated preacher in York State who
tactfully complained to his diminishing congregation every Sunday that
all the brain and muscle of the community was moving west and that
only the cull timdber was left.

Settlers came by both water and land. Each had its own set of hard-
ships. Water travel by wooden hulled steamboats was frought with dieas-
ter by storm, fire or explosion. The passenger barge towed by steamboat,
as proposed in 1826.5 apparently was not successful, for it did not meet
with popularity even though it seemed to have many merits. It was to have
less danger from bollers exploding, freedom from heat énd steam, smell of
grease and the kitchen, and jar of the machinery.

The horrors of the Black Swamp at the west end of Lake Erie were
encountered by those traveling by land. Land travel was slow and very
uncomfortable. The stream of settlers poured westward in spite of all
these hardships, and the southern four tiers of counties of Michigan had
absorbed a population of 212,000 persons by 18&0.6

Although tourist travel to and through Michigan has been northbound
in recent years, the travel of early settlers was westbound. Someone had
discovered that Michigan land was tillable and that this abundance of
untouched land could be had at only $1.25 an acre. This placed Michigan
high in popularity. In spite of Tiffin's earlier statement, the "™Michi-
gan fever® spread.

The westerly direction of settlement resulted in overland trails to
give access to points farther west. Soon, three main trails spanned the
area between Lake Erie and Lake Michigan: the Chicago Road, the Territo-

rial Road, and the Grand River Trail, These routes, as shown on the map

in Pigure 1, became the first wagon and carriage roads of Michigan,
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Fig. 1. Nap of main stagecoach routes of Michigan in 18357



These routes were of crude construction. In and around Detroit, they
were merely planks "laid on the grass".8 Because no grading was done,
the routes were just as smooth or rough as the terrain--in fact, rougher,
because the planks soon rotted or came out of place. One of the most
often quoted early Michigan tourists, Harriet Martineau, wrote of Michi-

gan roads in 1836:

As soon as we entered the woods, the roads became as bad as, I suppose,
roads ever are, Something snapved, and the driver cried out that we
were "broke to bits", The teambolt had given way. Our gentlemen, and
those of the mailstage, vhich happened to be at harnd, helped to mend
the coach; and we ladies walked on, gathering abundance of flowers,

and picking our way along the swempy corduroy road.?

In the next few decades, Michiganders were to witness phenomenal
changes in water travel, while the land-borne horse-drawn wagons and
carriages increased in numbers only. The view of the stagecoach in Fig-

ure 2 was typical of land passenger travel for many years.

Fig. 2. Typical land passenger transportation throughout this eral®
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Figure 3 1s a copy of an 0ld handbill that announced the schedule of

the "Tri-Weekly", "Good Intent Line" of Western Michigan,
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Fig. 3. A copy of a handbill of a stagecoach route, dated 185&11

In 1836, Harriet Martineau, the most notable of our early tourists,
boarded "a sailing vessel, the only one on the lakes, and now on her
first trip" and left Chicago for Mackinaw Island. Of this trip, she
reported that "the navigation of these lakes is, at present, a mystery.

They have not yet been properly surveyed. Our cantain had gone to and



fro on Lake Huron, but had never before been on Lake Michican; and this
was rather an anxious voyage for him,"12

The early cargo and vassenger sailing vessels were mostly brigan-
tines, rather than square-rigrers because fewer hands were needed to sail
them., Schooners grew in size and cavacity as more and more tonnage piled
up at the lake pvorts, The Great Lake schooners actually had taller masts
than Atlantic schooners. It was not uncommon to have a 98-foot foremast,
a graceful mainmast 102 feet, and a mizzen that drooved to about 86 feet.
"And when a Huron breeze swelled the jib, outerjib, and flying jib well
out beyond the bow to complete the sweep of the full sail, these Lakers
were about the finest examples of harmony and grace of movement to be
seen on any body of water anywhere.'13 Such names as the Challenge, the

Clipver City, the Manitowoc, and the Moonlight came and went during these

few decades of white sail on the water.

Although the steamship had been invented and used on the Great Lakes
much earlier, it began to gain significant vrominence in the 1840's, By
1850, the steamship was offering good comvetition for the sailing craft
on the lakes.lu

During this same period, railroads were beginning to obtain a place
in transportation. VWith water travel so highly develoved, commared to
slow, uncomfortable and undevendable land travel, it was preferred for
both pleasure and commercial travel. Internal improvements were creating
demands for better land transvortation. At first the railroads actually
supvlemented the steamboat trade, rather than hinder 1t.15 Some railways
built steamships and several of the first railway lines were bdbuilt from

port cities toward the inland region, not connecting with any other inland

community,



-13-

And so, Jjust before the Civil %ar, salling schooners were at their
peak on the Great Lakes with steamshins offering rising comnetition and
the railroad beginning to have an effect unon the stagecoach and wagon
transportation,

Although settlers were too busy establishing themselves in the veriod
before the Civil War, the real recreation and resorting were not due to
come until later decades, the significance of Mackinac Island as a place
of pleasure and relaxation came early in Michigan's history. "The Mack-
inac country was first to attract attention as a sﬁmmer resort, for
friends and relatives of the British garrison were frequent summer visi-

16

tors after the fort was occunied on Mackinac Island" in 1779. Harriet

Martineau writes in 1836
While we were at Detroit, we were most strongly urged to return
thither by the Lalkes, instead of by either of the Michigan roads.
From place to place, in my previous traveling, I had been told of the
charms of the lLalkes, and esvecially of the islands of Mackinaw. Every
officer's lady who has been in garrison there is eloquent upon the
delights of Maclinaw,

The settlers of Michigsan were very health conscious. They had deen
the victims of several epidemics during the veriod of settlement. In
1€32, and again in 1834, many Michigan deaths in evidemic proportions
vere caused by the dreaded Asiatic cholera. This desire for improved
health provided the incentive for develoving many of Michigan's resort
areas, Previously, the only outdoor recreation had been hunting and
fishing, enjoyed within a short radius of home,

In a promotional niece of literature that anneared in 1857, a Dr,

Dreke, who visited the island in 1842 to examine its climate and tonog-

raohy 1s quoted:?
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"The three great reservoirs of clear and cold water, Lakes Huron,
Michigan, and Superior, with the Islands of Mackinaw in the hydro-
gravhical center, offer a delightful hot weather asylum to all in-
valids who need an escane from crowded cities, voluted exhalations,
sultry climates, and officious medication. La%e Trie lies too far
south, and is bordered by too many swamns to be included in the
salutiferous groun. On reaching Macl-inaw, an agreeable change of
climate is at once experienced. To his jaded sensidilities all
around him is fresh and refreshing."

Dr. Drake looked unon Maclcinaw as one of the healthiest vortions
of the whole Northwest, and to which, in time, tens of thousands of
persong, even from the farthest South, would resort to be reinvigor-
ated in body, refreshed in mind, and delighted with the contemvlation
of the sublime and heantiful scenery in that region of exnansive
waters, of rocky coasts, of forest-bearing lands, and distant islands.

18

The author of this promotion elaborated on the relative future ex-
pansion of Chicago as compared to Mackinac Island:

Here again, Mackinaw has more advantage over Chicago. Mackinaw has
been proved by two hundred years' experience to be one of the health-
lest points in America. Chicago is generally healthy, but is subject
to more severe evidemics. The cholera visited it in 1832 and in 1849,
with fearful force; while its very low vosition and muddy streets
expose its inhabitants to those diseases which arise from damvs,

In the pre-Civil War era, the settlers were so intensively interested
in establishing themselves that resorting, as such, was not practiced,
except that which has been noted on Mackinac Island. It should not be
inferred, however, that no recreation out-of-doors took place. Hunting
and fishing were pooular sports as soon as there were settlers. The
great opportunities here in Michigan for partaking of these sports could
not be resisted by the settlers.

In the fifties there were many svortsmen. Game was vlenty and
nearly every man had a rifle and a shotzun. Every fall broucht great
fun in the way of turkey shoots and raffles which took place at the
homes of the farmers in the vicinity.. . . . When the Civil War came
along, there was no troudble filling the commanies of Berdan's sharp-
shooter regiment. Many of them carried into service their turkey
guns,

The hunting of deer, pigeon, squirrel and grouse was also very

ponular, and each hunter made his own rules:
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One autumn day in 1858 I walked with Robert Reed Robinson, ten
years older than myself, to the Rix Robinson home near Ada, to
ghine the Thornapple for a deer. The country was beins ranidly
settled and, while the deer were numerous they were wild. There
were no game laws and deer were hunted with dogs at any season of
the year.?l

There were also many fishermen in these early days, Sturgeon--
some welghing as much as 150 pounds--avneared in Grand River near Grand
Rapids.zz Bass fishing was also very popular,

Most of the hunting and fishing in these early days was done not
far from home. If the distance warranted an overnight stand, a simvle
lean-to or tent provided shelter enough for the night. The settlements
were s0 close to nature herself that it was not necessary to travel far
for fish or game., These native meats provided the table not only of the
settler, but also of the hotel dining rooms. It was commonplace in the
hotels of the 1850's to have venison, partridge or sturgeon that came
from nearby woods or streams.

An ardent hunter and fisherman of the early days, W. B, Mershon,
writes of the pleasures of hunting jacksnipe, grass pike (pickerel),
woodcock, golden plover, ruffed grouse, quail, deer, bear, squirrel,
ducks, wild turkey, and pigeon. The last two seemed to bring the great-
est delight, both for sport and for the ta.’ble.z3

Another avid sportsman of the 1850's, Belknap, writes:

As a food, these pigeons were a great blessing to the early settlers.
Through several winters my mother served sviced pigeon to her guests
as a choice dish. In the cellar were rows of stone jars packed

80114 with birds pickled in spiced anvnle cider and sealed with air-

tight covers. The minister never had to eat woodcock at our house.‘?’"P

There were changes ahead for the svortsman. The pigeon disavneared

by 1880--having been netted by the hundreds of dozens and shot at the

rate of twelve to twenty birds a day,25 In 1ike manner, wild turkey
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and quail shooting came to an end. The Michigan grayling, one of the
gamiest fish for the snortsman, disapneared soon after brook and rainbow
trout were planted in Michigan streams, beginning in 1870.

Thus 1t can be seen that several influences advpeared in this era
that had a great deal to do with the tourists and resorters. The Indi-
ans, explorers, missionaries, fur traders, or military men did not leave
a permanent architecture. Their early land trails, however, did become
stagecoach routes and their water routes were utilized by later water
travel. Land travel remained annroximately the same over the entire
period with the steamdoat offering great imorovements over the early
canoe and bateau. Most touring was for commercial reasons. Some re-
gorting occurred locally and at Mackinac Island. The desire for im-
proved health motivated the wealthy to go north for recreation and rest.

Bunting and fishing were svorts soucht locally.
The Tourist and Resort Buildinges

There were no shelters, inns or hostelries existing in Michigan
when the settlers care, At first thought, it would epoear that the
first buildings to house travelers would be built of log. Some were, it
is true, but just as ravidly as saws could be set up, clamboard (or sid-
1ng) wag used for both resideﬁces as well as inns, One might also sup-
pose that the first Michigan inns would be patterned after the Georgian
architectural precedents of the Virginia colony.

However, Michigan settlers were Yankees, originating in NYew England
or New York, which had been settled in great numbers by New Englanders.

In about 1820, the Greek classical style was given renaissance in the
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"very language, of literature, philosovhy, and art" in Boston.26 Mich-
1gan, a recent son of the east, was to quickly grasp this new fashion of

building style., It easily lent itself to the materiale of construction
plentiful in Michigan. Newcomb states that Michigan's "early architec-

ture was more exclusively classic than that of any other state of the

014 Northwest".27

Industrialization and expansion marked the decades just before the
Civil War and the effect uoon classicism in American architecture was

already being felt.

In the ravidly growing cities all sorts of new building tyves
were anpearing to satisfy the qualitatively new needs of the poou-
lation. Typical of these was the great metropolitan hotel, a tyve
vhich appeared in full flower with Boston's Tremont House. Al-
though externally this building preserved the decorous Greek oro-
portions of its contemporaries, it was in fact the full-blown
prototype of the Statler--complete with standardized obsequiousness,
elaborate bathrooms, acres of gilded pudblic snace. Short-temmered
Dickens, staying there in 1842 as befitted a famous visitor, was
forced to admit that the Tremont House was ®a very excellent one.
It has more galleries, colonnades, piazzas, and passages than I
can remember, or the reader would believe.” So immediate was the
response of the traveling public (which was both rich and thick
in these seaport cities) that the architect, Isaiah Rogers, found
himself with a national reputation.Z28

This phase of American architecture has been puzzling to its many
historians and it is usnally described in terms of the resultant turmoil

rather than of its causes, Fitch, however, vroposes the following

rationalization!t

Up until 1860, three salient factors determined the character of
American building: (1) The esthetic standards did not seriously
conflict with the technological level of building. Neither the
building materials (stone, brick, wond) nor the structural theories
(post-and-1intel, load bearing wall, arch-and-dome) differed in any
important respect from those actually used by the Greeks and Romans.
(g§ The building types required dby the economy were relatively few
and simple, and could be readily fabricated with traditional ma-
terials along traditional 1ines, (3) The cleavage in soclety had
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not sufficiently sharpened to create wide divergencies in ideol-

ogy--that 1s, to divide esthetic standards along class lines into

"200d" (upper class) and "bad" (lower class) taste.29

All of Michigan was not to feel the impact of the change at once.
The Civil War focused Michigan's attention upon winning the war for the
north and the exploitation of its mineral and timber resources to suvn-
ply the needs of the war and post war period. This momentarily took
attention away from dbuilding.,

Although most of Michigan's early architecture was classic, it
should not be o;erlooked that some of the first inns and hotels in
Michigan came within the influence of styles that oreceeded the Classic
Revival. Many of the port and inland town hotels were very simple,
squared two or three-storied structures, covered with white siding and

having a very symmetrical arrancement of shuttered windows on all sides.
Txamples

The following examples are not intended to be a documentary esum-
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