INFLUENGE OF CLUB ACTIVITIES ON THE
SOCIALIZATION AND CHARACTER OF
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

THESIS ROR THE DEGRER OF M. A

JENNIE E- JOHNSON
01933



Illllllllli\l\lﬂlllllllllllilll!illIIlMIIII\llllltlll\\IHI

3 1293 01686




PLACE IN RETURN BOX to remove this checkout from your record.
TO AVOID FINES return on or before date due.
MAY BE RECALLED with earlier due date if requested.

DATE DUE DATE DUE DATE DUE

-
-










INFLUENCE OF CLUB ACTIVITIES OKN
THE SOCIALIZATION AND CHARACTER -
OF JUFIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDEXTS .

By
Jennie E. Johnson

A Thesis Submitted to the Graduate Faculty
in Partial Fulfillment for the Degree of

MASTER OF ARTS

Department of Sociology

Approyeds
Heed of Major %epartm%%t

Dean of Graduate School

Michigan State College
1933







INFLUEYCE OF CLUB ACTIVITIES O THF SOCIALIZATICN
AYD CITARACTER OF JUNIOR HIGH SCI'COL STUDENTS

Chapter | Page
I. Introduction 1
II. The Role of Extra-Curricular

Activities in Soocialization and
Character Education Among Junior

High School Pupils 11
III. The Citizenship Club of West .
Junior High School 41
IV. The Personnel of the Better
Weet Club 64
ve. Organization, Procedure and Projects
of the Better West Clud 88
VI. Some Results of the Better
West Club 122
VII. Summary 146
Bibliography 152
Appendix A 158
Appendix B 161

100242



Table
No.

II

III

VI

VII

VIII

IX

TABLAES

Charecter Educetion in the United
States As Shown by Answers to Two
Questionnaires

List of Necessary Qualificetions
for Desirable Ethical Character
as checked by members of Citizen-
ship Club

School Recordd of Better West
Club Members

Distribution of the Scholarship
Averages Club Members had achieved
previous to membership in Clud in
relation to their Intelligence
Quotients

Distribution of the Club Rating of
Members in relation to the
Intelligence Quotients

Distribution of Cludb Ratings in
relation to Scholarship Averages
previous to 1931-38

Social Faotors concerning members
of the Better West Cludb

Distribution of Reasons for Joining
the Better West Clubdb

Distribution of the three types of
personalities according to I. Q. &8
shown by their confessions

Distribution of three types of

- personalities according to I.Q.'s

as shown by Sample Test #1 Answers

Page

48

67

70

71

73

77-78

83

84

86






Table
Noe.

XI

XII

XIII

XIv

XVII

XVIII

TABLES
continued

Suggested Books that Pupils may

use to advantage

Distribution of Ratings for
Initial and Final Tests for
Behavior according to I.Q.'s

Distribution of Misdemeanors
before this year and the
present year in relation to
IQQQ'B

Distribution of Misdemeanors

showing the persons who received

them and the number each
received in relation to
their I.Q.'s

Comparison of Average Grades
before belonging to the Club
and after attaining membership
arranged according to the
I.Qe's of pupils

Summary of Table XV, Showing
Comparison of Grades by Groups

Distribution of Improvements
of club members in relation to
their I.Q.'s as Jjudged by
certain associates of the Clubdb

Summary of Table XVII, Distri-
bution of Improvements of Club
Members by groups

Page

93

125

128

131

132

135

138







Graph
Noe.

I.

II.

GRAPHS

Amount of Increase of five

or more votes in the Popularity

of a Trait caused by group
discussion

Amount of Deorease of five or
more votes in the popularity
of a tralt caused by group
discussion. Traits are
grouped according to the
amount of decrease

The distribution of Scholastic
Averages of Club Members

The distribution of the marks
of Club Members

Distribution of I.Q.'s, Scores
on Initial Tests, and Scores
on Final Tests of Behavior

Page

51

53

72

74

127




ACKNOWLEDGNEXRT

The author wishes to express her
appreciation to Dr. Eben Mumford and
Dr. C. R Hoffer of the Sociology
Department, Michigan State College,
under whose guidance this thesis was
written.

I make grateful acknowledgment to:
Michigan State College Library which at
Dr. Eben Mumford's solicitation secured
from Columbia, Chicago and other colleges
copies of theses; Miss Helen Lowell, one
of the Sponsors of West Junior High -
School Student Council, who assisted in
obtaining the charter and materials found
in the Appendices; Misses Emilie Wood and
Olive Mears of Walter French Junior IHigh
School, whose autographed copies of
speeches made before the Michigan
Educational Association are found in
the pocket of this book; Miss Faye
Baumgardner of Eastern High School who
contributed A Test of Knowledge of Social
Usage, found in the pocket of this book;
Mr. He E. Gardner, Principal of West
Junior High School who permitted the
organization of clubs and made the
observations concerning choice of clubs
and reactions to group socialization
poesiblee.




Cart .2 1
ITTROUICTION

The youth of the United Ctstes today heve o difficult
task before them. Their wor':t is to colve the problems created
by the lassez feire methods to which their forefathers adhered.
In order to be gble to do this satisfactorily the opportunities
to face difficulties should be presented to them as children
and adolescents. At the latter period especially, when they
are filled with energy, altruistic tendencies, and ambition to
conquer, life-like situations are most interestinge.

One wzy the school creates such situations so that pupils
may be the more able to meet problems they must solve for them-
selves in later life is throuch extra-curricular esctivities.
Thece activities of West Junior Hich School are centered in
clubs, muric, art, dramatics, athletics, and a student govern-
ment which in the above orgenization is considered a club. The
purpose of all theese is the development of zood citizenship and
ethical charzcter in the future voters of this country. I'ember-
ship in all of thece as explained in Chapter II is voluntarye.
Such groups are ususlly more homogeneous than recular school
classes, so that sociability ordinarily is easily attained.

The need for these activities is i ndicated by the fact that
other meeans of education have not sdequately developed socialized
attitudes and cheracter in the personality of the pupils.

This thesis is a study of a particular kind of club in
the West Junior Hich School, Lansing, ¥ichigan, and the results
produced by it in the socialization and character development

upon the pupils who were members. This club started as sa



leadership sroun cslledl the "Citizenshin Sluby” but itrs vors:
was €0 sguccec-ful thet e Student Council Club of =reater scope
veas crected vnich too< over its ectivities, moct of ite duties,
as-wvell as & lerge n mber of its members. From then on the
Citizenchip Club could no lonzer be recruited from the le:der

of the school but with membership from the defeated candideates
for leadership, misfits, and maladjusted children, it continued
the study of cher:cter education snd sood citizenshipe. This
thesis commences with the study of the Citizenscship Club, shows
how it instigated and provided a pattern for a larger leadership
group, €+3., the Student Council, znd then considers a club of

a different organization which later adopted the name The Better

Wwest Clube.

ha)

rurpose and Scope.

The firet purpose of this study is to gnow that clubs can be
used as an instrument or tool to develop habits of uirselfish
thougntfulness which will lead to consideration of others' rishts
and problems. It attempts to show what effects student partici-
pation has uoon the cheracter of students. This is poscible
beceuse clubs in Vest Junior Hizh School were organized with
character development es a definite aime The students formed a
general code for the school, as well as verious individual trait
codes, such as honesty, loyalty, etc. They prepared for the
students' use a bibliosrephy of the cherecter education material
found in the school library. They made careful studies of
themselves - their motives, their reactions, their judcments
and acts for self-rating. They acted as a jury in hearinzg the
cases of misconduct vhich came before them. The above mentioned

acts of perticipation are studied in relation to development

of character.
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The second purpose is to show whether the conscious
efforts of one kind of club had any effect upon the morale of
a whoie student body of the school. The third purpose is to
discover the kind of traits that can »e developed by study
and consideration in a club in vhich 211 members are working
for irprovement of conduct znd scholarshipe. The fourth
purpose is to show thst there are no adeguate tests for messuring
charecter traits, and to brins before club leaders, tezchers end
parents, an objective study of actual club procedure so that the
need for further invecti~ction and experimentation will be
forcefully brought to their notice. In other words, this thesis
¥ill examine the possibilities of club work in developinzg ethicel
character and will show the influence of club sctivities on
the socializztion and character of junior hich school pupilse.

The socizl charccteristics conridered will be such elements

as cooperation, obedience, lcyalty to school, courtesy,

N

industry, thrift, clesnliness and lecdershipe. Cther socisl
fectors concidered primerily arc & background for the study of

ce or nationelity of

0]
2]
&}

the feresoing chiarecteristics are the
the child, the occunation of the parents, number of children

in the fzmily, the Dbirth plece, the nimber of cities or villazes
in vhich the family »as lived, the number of schcols atteonded by
the child, end tre grour ecrociestions to vhich the puril hec

hed access. Tho scholorehin records of each chill before he
belonzed to the clvb end Aurips poriol of club membership are
comypared. Tonor rcll eschievements bclore belonming to the cludb
and vhilc in it are gl-o evaminel in rrletion to intelliszcnce
guctientse.

Tha e+ po*nrsll - Aividee into threa secticne:  thnr

s [SIEVA S

s 3 ~ N _ L Do ~elect ad
firet ic the stulr of = club composel of cerefuli, seliecicd
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juvils who were chosen veceure ol Lhedlrs thwo itfulnerg,

B}

. . . s s s R,
xcellent menners, sitwlicus hewits, ki h achievemeats, nl;a

ntellizence quotients, enl social leadershiipe. This group

)

[

4

~

¥novn &s t:e Citizenshiv Slub wes stuliel for e periocd ol two

—

yearss The second psrt is the siuly cof the Studcut Council
which was & direct outgrowth of the Citizenship Clubd, end
wes €0 or-enizel thot it tookx over fourteen of tre leading
members ¢f the former orgenizatione The trird section is the
stuly of a club composed of &ll the pupils of ert Jurndior Ilizh
School who wented to stul, citizenship and spplied for mermber-
ship during the year 1331-1232, cor were denied admiceion in
the otrer clubg beczuse of unsatiefecctory conluct. This was

called the Better Jest Club. I7ore comnplete d¢te were obtained

end utilized for tmis club than eithier of tkre otherce.

hie Mature

Freviours Otudies of t

lany books, esseys and erticles have been written concerniig
character educatione. For the pest two years nearly every
educational publication heas had some erticle avout it. At
State Iducationel Ascociestion lleetinrgs speeches have been mcde
about it. The high weter mark of ell wes the work of the
Department of Superintendence Tentnh Yeear Book on "Charccter
Zducation." wvhich ig a summery of the results of an extencive
investisatione It shows the need of a definite character
educational prozrem. All methods of approach to the subject
found by the TTaticnal Comnittee sre discusced and criticized,
but no definite plan is susg~ested.

ir statements

/]

Some vriters are too general and vague in th
of vhat is needed znd the methods to be usede Their writings

are meirly subjective or philosophical generalizetion. Cthers



use the statisticel method end clearly show relationshigs

which they heve discovered between intelligence quotients

end scholastic scores, between mentel conflicts end scholastic
scores, and between meledjusted children and socializatione.
Hartshorne, 1=y and Shuttlewortk's three books are excellent
examples of the statistical espproache. There studies do not
jllustrate the methods used in instructioa or development, but
they do record initisl testings, and then ma-ze general statements
that the behovior trait or charscteristic wes brouzht distinctly
to the attention of the group. Fow this was done is not
described, but the records obtained by finsl tests are presented,
and conclusions are formulated. .

One of the first works cf this nature carefully studied by
the writer was "Character Zducation in our Fublic 3chooles," a
paper given by Zmilie Wood of Walter French Junior High School,
Lansing, at the Junior Fish School Divieion of the Ifichige
Bducational Association at Jeckson, in October, 1223. 'nis is
en account of her Leadershiypy Club, its aimx, methods of procedure,
and results. She made no special tests for comparison, nor eny
tests to ascertein types of personality. A typewritten copy
of this peper, which she %indly gave the author, is pleced in
the pocket on the inside cover of this thesis.

Walter Armstroung's thesis for a l'aster's Degree (1323) at
the University of Chicsso, is an account of "A Controlled ZIxperi-
ment in the Direct I"ethod of Developing Ideals." In this he
used the same technique of tests 2nd records as the writer used
in the present evperiment, but he 4id not =ive any of the methods
of presentinc the subject of cheracter education to the group

with which he was evperimenting. It was called "an experimental

group," in contrast to the central group which was tested but



not tsuxht concerning ethics. e corcludes thet some traits
ey be so developed, others may note This study will not beer
out Ir. Armetrone's conclurion. It will chow tha different
methods heve to be devised and thet in one yesr's tire all
pupils will not become integrated to the ceme extent. Tre

N

writer, hovever, acknovledres the help which h thesis hes

;.4.

given in the arransement of scme of the material.

"Grouy =liucsticn and Cherocter Puilding" by Lillien
Zlizabeth Tarcels for a l'acter's Thecis (19235-1923) Boston
University, deals with chzrecter education ac the result of
heredity and environment. OThe pleads for 2 fevorable eaviron-
ment, but throush the customary cliennels of the rezular
curriculum. She would have t raits 2nd cheracterictics tau-ht
by classroom procedure in a srecisl clssce The onl; =ocial-
ization would be the tescher-pupril and cguestion-zancwer
relationshipe.

Greace Iimre Rurnram in "A Cowurce of Study in Chearecter
Education for Grades Cne to Twelve," Collese of Idue=ztion,

_University of Colorzio, precented in her thersis of 1237 a 1lict
of ten cherecter trzitc and lescon plens for the tesclhiin~ of
these in egch grrode. “ome of her work is similer to meteriol
precented in thic thesic, tut the notshle ercenticn i- thct
in the vriter'~ =44y the cmildren collcet~d 211 Ehic duta and
determined ~heot trcits merc to be stuilind, Inctcad of revino
them &1l pre-sn*t~1 i3 & course of study as in Miss Burnham's.

Thomas and Thomas in "The Child in America" enumerate

.- 4 \
; , - vl
the scuool systems vhich had charascter traininy in 1327.

——

(AR

in Anerice, Chepter VI,
"\)Oloo

le Thomes siii Tnomns 1e COnil

9 A.
Oharecter sducetion in thoe Se
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mewserehip, prowpties, self-reilsace, scif-contrul, vucetiviias

. - I}

choice urd sclhiolershiis tc tre pupils. Discussion foiliwed nad
cases somrtirrs were not settlcd for weeXxs.

Althouvs there are meuy stulies shoving tre nature and
desiraoility of clubs and mony summaries of tests proving the
riorel, civiec and ethicel velue of them, to the Ynowledze of tlhe
writer no work such as the one harein presented hae ever Teecn
ettempted. All the methode discusred in tuc above studices were
used in the clubgs of 7ect Junior IIi~h 3chocl. !"eny of thore
studies have helpel the writcer in the organizaticn of the work

end precsentetion of the rubjects uadcertakene.

l'ethod

Socielizaticn and chorecter educetion Yesin 1oay befcore
children heve rembershiir in school clubs, but careful cobservaetion
end tsbuletion of actione indicate trhet clubs sre irpertant in
cauring improvementse. Ctler influences mey heve been &t worsy,
but if improvements are due tc friendsnips made in the club, or
to suepmestions made by thhe cludb, or to the need of wor'tins out
a code or slczan, the crelit belonsjes to the clube. “hen certain
new tendencierc and ner attitudes develop and the child feels end

gays that a club is recponsible, it is Justifiebler to place the

credit with thet particuler orsanizaticne



The gro~th in cooporative livin~e and better habite of

L)

conduvct were watched in clasce ani measured dy testse A
dicaussion of thie ic given in Charter VIi. 3y a csreful
practice of 2ll the courtecic= and pclite ucazrs which
civilizstion has fouri useful, tre irprovement of persornzality
is securedes The degree of this real personelity growth is

measured to as great zn extent as poscible by the judoment of

fellcw club members, parents and tescherse.
]

h ]

The priaciyel methods used in this thesis then are: cease

study, life hictory, and the experimental. Direct observation

e
o]

end cupervisicn are zlso employed. The most direct technigue
of explaining the extont end menner in vhich eech of thece
methods was used is by referrinsy to the content of the various
chepterses In Chapter II the survey metiod is usedes A letter

of

[N

nguiry wees sent to eighty-seven cities vhose population
was 100,000 or more ani to State Juperintendents of I'ublic
Instruction, slso to tre Research Departments of the Univer-
eities of Chicaro and Columbia. The form letter of inguiry end
the results of tkis invecstisation form a pert of the chapter.
Comparicon is made of work done in West Junior Hish School with
vork done in the otrher local Junior Hi~th 3chools a&nd one Jenior
Fizh Schoole.

Three years a%o a Citizenship Club was formed in est
Junior Hich School. Chsepter III tells of the personnel of
that club, its purpose, accomclishments that yesr, and further
recults s shown by the Hich School records. The following
year the seme club continued, but because it had lost half of
its members dué.to promotion to FHich School, ofhers were

recruited. The purpose remained unchanged. All this is

recorded, tocether with & ghange in procedure. This change
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was the use of a work booX by Llmer Harriron VWilds, the

Junior Discussion Booke. The greatest result of the Citizenship
Club was the reorgenization of the student council of Vest
Junior High School. This necessitated change in membership

and purpose of the club. In Chapter III the life study
method is used as extensively as possible. Chapter IV in
which the statistical method is used, contains the tabulation
of reasons vhy each person chose the Better Vest Club in
preference to forty-five others, and detailed records of each
member.

Chapter V, the longest one of thies thesis, tells of the
organization of the Better West Club, its procedures and its
projects. It utilizes the case study method, giving the "boy's
own story," other teachers' evaluation of the child, the parents'
statement and the boy's own evaluation of the clube. The
experimental method is elso used.

Chapter VI contains accounts of conclusions reached in
working with the Better West Clube. The intelligence quotients
of the members of the club ranced from 125 to 70, the home
traininc was highly diversified, and their interests covered a
wide range. The statistical method with grsphs and tables is
used. The conclusions arrived at in this thesis through careful
perusal and examination of data obtained from current literature,
and from studies in which the experirental method was used, as
well as the results of experiments, testings and evaluations
derived from the actual observation and work with the Better
West Club, ere set forth in Chapter VI..

The author of thigs thesis writes as a pasrticipatins director,

adviser, and observer of the activities which were ccoperatively
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undertaken by the group for its socialization and the

development of character.
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CYADPTER II

TIT ROL® OF RTTRA-CTRRICULAR ACTIVITITS
I SOCTALIZATICH AT CHARACTIR ENUCATICN
AMONG JUTICR HIGH SCTOCL FUPILS.

hHa

The educationel progrems previous to 1900 were not
gdequate to impress upon the majority of the students the need
of effective participstion in both curricular and extre-
curricular esctivities. The lack of this has often caused
a-socizal and unrocinl bchavior and has corvinced meny educstors
of the need of cocialization and chrerscter ecducation among
Junior hich echool pupils.

The NYeed for Socizlization and Charzcter Tiucation among
Junior Hish School Turils

Within the lest tnirtj ycars communication through cubles,
airplznes, ships eand redios, has made the people of the world one
community in interests and velfare. That youtia may come to as
full a realization of this &= possible it is necescary thet
they have sn opprortunity to participate fully and freecly in
grour activities of hizh crder. For emphasis upon this necd
of ethicel training as well ac for rsugzestions of methods for
accomplishing it, one of the most complete and latest works on
charscter education presents these viewsz:

"The fact of focizl change has become &
couﬁonplace. Yet few of us recalize how
eytremely dynamic contem“orary society
is and vhet revolutionary imprlications
this dynamic quality holds for moral
educatione Althouzh all civilizations
move, even the most primitive, for
practical purposes men in the past could

assume that they lived in a static world.
This condition no longer prevails. « o
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"If society as a whole i= not to continue
to drift with the ebb and flow of circum-
stences, men must fashion ccrtain
furdamental objects of allesiance throuzh
which socizl chenge mey be given sone
measure of purpose end direction. This
task of achievin~m a modicum of control
over a chencing society is perhaps the
greatest problem of our age « « « o

"The developrment of the great society
(industrial civilization) with its close
integration and extreme mobility must
seriously effect both the content and the
method of moral instruction. IZmphasis
on the larze groun as opposed to the
small group consciourness heas become
irperative. Loyelty to the femily must
merge into loyalty to the community,
lcyalty to the community into loyalty
to the nation, and loyalty to the nation
into loyalty to mankinde. The citizen of
the future must be a citizen of the world.
The sentiment of patriotism must be
widened to embrace other races and
peoples. To the white races of the Vest,
accustomed as they are to regard them-
selves as the naturzl rulers of the
world, thie will urdoubtedly prove to
be a very difficult lesson to learn.

Yet it must be learned if mankind ies to
ercape dicaster. The various sects,
nations end races of men must somehow
learn to live together in peacee.

"Also within the limits of a particular
gsociety, individualistic and competitive
impulses must be subordinated increasingly
to social and cooperative tendencies « o
e« ¢« o« o Practically all tasks are
cooperative in charscter; interdependence
rather than independence is the rule of
life; and the road to power leads throucgh
the organization of men as well as the
conquest of the resources of nature « « &

"In conclusion let us turn to the respon-
gibility of the school as an agency in
character educetion « o« o o ¢ ¢ o o« &
The distinctive mark of the school is
perhaps the fact that it is the only
agency which at present is urder the
conscious direction of society. If by
taking thousht society is to i-prove
iteelf or any of its institutions, it
will have to work throuch the school.
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wp certein function of the schiool §hould
therefore be critical and evaluative.
This means for evample, that pupils will
learn to criticize aznd evaluate such
things as redio programs, advertisements
and newspeper articles. It is more
irportant that the school teach children
how to think thasn it be a channel for the
acceptznce of the present sociel prectices
and of idess set forth by the dominant
social group. 3ut if the school is to
become an effective tool of society, its
methods will have to changee. Its activ-
ities mist become more vital to the child
and much more closely related to the life
of society than they are todey. If the
work of the school is not significant to
the child, its teachings will not really
become a part of him; and if that work is
not closely related to the life of society,
its teachings will not bhear fruit in the
world of reality vhich lies beyond the
wells of the school. Only to the extent
that the school becomes a living and
organic part of contemporary society
rill it realize its potentislities as an
cency of character education." 2.

el |

A. L. Threlkeld szys 1in cubstance that character education
is the successful rearing of the ycurs end is the work of many
egencies of vhich the home ras becn the most prominent, but
beczuse of the chance of "set-up" of 1life incldent to the
change from an agricultural to zn industrial, urbanized
civilizetion, this education has been forced upon the school.
The school must gppropriate the general »rinciples of procedure
which heve Tecn selected hy socizl experience as basic to
charocter educetion if it is succescfully to meet this new
responsibility. In tre 0ld days father tock his son with hin
to do the work of the farm or tre shop and tosetrer they vorked
for the cood of the femily group. If eny duty wes neslected,
such as ecettin~ the water from the well, other work wes deleyed,

dinner in thie cazse vould not be prepsrei oand rerved on time,

T STy L .
2« The Devertment of Superintendence Terth Tesr Toot, p. 10-17.
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and the displeasure o thwe ~roun cown visiteld it=elf ujon the

SCLY L
=1

3 - - -~ ] . - ~ - 1. 3. 1
nesligent merher. The motrer enl dcuthter vorted clide U

gide in the “witchen, dairy, or herry natch, end tozether they

ny

met socizl erd morel problemse.

"Tocay t'e mofern hcme iz a plece to sleep efter
the durte vors ab Tecctory cr officese  Llitt the
rarents do tre chiild knows, but hov gocial and
ethical problers are met by the parent ere an
urknovn foetsor.® Z.

So trere hee heen & shift in tne scene of operzticns to

L

the schocl. Throuchout thie schicols of the ceountry the chianre
from the old order is cbrocrvables Groupn gctivities ¢f all
kinds have become & part of gehool lifas I70et of theme sre
caelled the extre-curriculer prosram. 7Thney represent situations
analcogous in neny respects to the voyecholesy of the old home
vefore referrcd to. The individuscl puril functicns cg &

1

member of & groupe Te hii are ascivned certain duties which

@

he must meet promptly end welle If he meets them nromatly in
thic menner he is 2o moodl citizsen; end he lecrns that thic is
success; go0? chisrceter tecomes o wer of cuccess™il living
with hime If he fails irn 1 o Aduti=c torerd his groun, he
sufZers an ursatisfectory rezcticn, —izich causes him tc drep
thet sort of behcvior. As far as it soes, this= nrogram of
group asctivities in our schools of todey ic a program of
living in terms quite similar to thoce of the old home.

Txtra=-Curriculsr Activitiez in Relaticn to Socisliraticn
and Character Nevelonment

Oxtra-curricular esctivitics exist becsuse they fulfill

an iriportant rced. They ere the schcol's most direct means of

3¢ Ao L. Threlkeld, Character Tlucection anil the GScheocl, Journal
of Ticetionrl Sociclo~y, Vol. IV, 0. 4, Dec. 197C,
De 218-224,
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proviline life-1live sitvations in vhich en indiviiusl acts
cooperatively with ot»ers in sroun projectc, mectr vronlems

end perticircterz in their solutions In this wey the pupil oy

relcticn to tre lorecr bumen lifes 772 mes Ohtein o cence o
percoiol self-reclizetion in coornrrotion with the otlier = mhors
of the sroun nnd in rendevin~ cervice to it.e The porticinent
mey become avere ¢f the imnorteonce of rolf-Znvelonwent, ond

J.:‘ 1

~ere and

trhat it is deronlent vohoen tve inter-zcctions with o

-

in the unifrin~ vhcleonsoo o7 cocicty.

Cherle:s Do Tocster ez thet: "3irce 19290 the Tish
Schocl enrcllment hes increesed 710 rrreqsrt; porulestion oo
only ircrezred 68 n-rcent. The pomber of hish cehool shtudontc

Jumred f£-om Z7,000 in 1927 t5 CRO,070 in 1907. At nreocont

b]

2,000,000

.

7ils ere enrolle? in cecondery schools cf the

i3

D

Tnited “tztec. 4. There choyoes o7 led

-
@)
o
3
(\
hY)
i
0D
3
e

U3

of rurnose-, morr wzried curriecnliim, & more cormonolitsn bhedy

H
1
cF
%
3
*
)

cf studertsz and & minifert tendency cor %he rort of

to imitate tre 1ifr of 470 cormminity in vhich fthey £ind them-

601‘_’_\:_. ‘.1.q»\. -~ «l-’,—?.ﬂ?'—\.‘: i.\; 'l-‘:-‘.‘\ l‘:\,‘( J‘-,\ c ro:,li

~tien of

nez? voo merel treinin~, cadl catra-curriculsr oetivitinag

0 -~ -~ ~ Va5 - A lan - o ~a . 3 ~ ~

furnich™ ¢ meone to tig en?s Theor ore educitive vhen thirrr
- Y-~ v 3 o 1. -V £ - ~yes o~ 4 3 T~ 9 G T xr
Aevclor quolitiss +het me'ee S0x o comrlets citizenship, notably

4, Charleg

-
-~ g ~ z
ochecl, peo 2
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"rereoncslity i ecchiiored cnly %hrouvhry f.meriencct, Lo
: T3 . -~ T dawa N )
education is cerictias ~rovins vovnons tu echievs desiveble

voes of rersonclity thoreuzh o groeviag esg2ricrece," D.

is a stztevne=nt vhich shewe tet Williem Clwmrton Dower folt

thet chan~ee in the rosuler schocl echivitics were neadeds

cnc-g con be brousnt szhovt crly by the concrimcnts
vhich e tonl over & lon~ meriod of ti oo Ctill anocther writer
peints out thnt ecd ctrdont murst Mo o cool citizen in yhyoicel,
cocisl, intelleciual, moral wnl relil
very irportant eloment o

number of eclements, perhape the lirceet ¢f vhich In coafidence.

This is based lersely unon tro thin~ey (1) %norlei-e ond
ebhilit:, (2) pride. Imorleize znd 2ahility mer b2 ohitoin-?
merzs cuickly by extri-curriculor ccetivities becuure thic motive

in jeining these is interecst, end pride ig easily enjgcoulerzd

In Dulletin 51, Toral Tzluers in J'uccticn, publiche
the Burecu of Jlucaticr, iz foual thiz summary: "Pirst in
importance as 2 ncrel amency chould be plsced the sctusl per-
formance of the pupile tremselvese It ic one thing to lhweer
rizht conduct rreised cnd see it exemplified, it is quite
another snd more necessary thinz for boys end girls themselves
to do the actse. Charccter ic ecsentially & matter of ection,
the hubituzl performance of certain kinds of deeds rather ths
othere, end the only gemiine waoy of learnirg how to do thece

deeds i s to do them, Jurt ac tennis is learred by playinz tennisz."

9« Williem Cluyton Bover, Cuarccter Throuch Creative Ezper-
ience, Chepter 3. . '

6 Josenh Roemer and Charles Toster Allen, Txtra-Curricular
Activities in Juniop and Senior ¥i~h 3chools, pe. 2, De. 100

7. Pulletin ;'F1 (1917) loral Values in TJducation, p. 10O
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Clher conciurione reeche
treininans enit Lo mnom aebosut coavintiocasnl cuctomce

Juct e ever;one is g-orecld vith Neleun Suwiiliclt sSugervicor cf
dndersarten, 3irFt, Secund and Third Srode- of Donver Jublic
Jcncole, anl Carolinz 3. Jechry ¢f the Teationdl Zlucavicusal
vefl of poyenictricstes, thet the Firet cocicdl groun
beyond thie femily in which nweny chillldren perticipete Is the tinder-
zerten, re Cll educetory egces Thot the jurior Wik sch
rizht tii ¢ for extro-curriculer cctivi
ti € of wloiegscence “Men the grous interect is the etronycst, eanc
the child ie locing end vecchin: for ilecle. Tle ic Zeen, alert
end criticel and cen e urced to attain the ~uclitiec »hich vwill
contributs to his strength, nooulerity; end cuccesse Thig child
on the inrcahold of alulthood chioull Yo ivea & chience to find
out for hiwmself tim t "lorzl life ie vhole~ome lirTinz," (2) becuuse
intelligenice is erected, and is constently developine new gtenderd:
of liwvinse Ilev volues inevitebly enesrse in thies proceoce.

Tre extra-curricudz: rctivitice ? ect Junicr TFijn Ichocl
are centered in maric, athlotice anl clubee The wucric e~pencion
has veen so great thet one misht erzue tret ii wer a very definite
pert of the rrisuler cchool wor'zs, beccure the tro bende, lecs,
t2 rezulsr cchool bend end the veginners' band, heve & definite
pericd for prectice each dry, thepurile in esch recerive credits
for fire houre ccch semerter, end elro are gredod or marxade.
The sear is true of 1ue v70 orchecstres, and the verious violin
end violez classe-. Tlowever, smoll grourc in tlie bendl heve

orycnized for snecific purncece end prectice outeide of thne

2¢ He Gordon Tullfisn, TTorel Life z3 “Tholecome Livirn~=, Junior-
Senior Tish Schrool Cleaswinzg Youne. Tol. V, #10, Junc, 1201,
pe D77



-18-

recular class hourse. One of these is the "Sax jucrtette." The
personnel of this varies, somstiies it is composed of turee
boys and one girl, sometires two boys and two girls. Cnly one
small boy has been in it at all its appearances. It plays
durinz intermissions in the auditorium, and it hes played at
banquets znd at T'arent Teacher l"eetinzs of seversl of the
schools, 2t Businers fen's Luncheons, snd vherever reguested.
There is alco a 9A orchestra, in which each member is also a
member of the school orchestra or band. The 7ect Junior Chorus
which sings at banquets, at churcr services and at school
functions ie snother example. MNembers of this can be used as
quertets, duets, trios, or double guartets.

A few members of the art clasces give chalk talks. They
are often celled the "Vest Junior Ficture Talk Foursome."

Althouch there &sre gymnasium classes which meet three
times every week and are compulsory except for children who
are forbidden by their femily nhysicians to participate in
i1t, the intra-mural sporte held ezach noon are in no wise
compulsorye. Voluntary members of one home room compete in
seasonal team gameszs vith members of another home rocme. The
seventh crade hes chempionship games when snectotore thronrng the
bleachers, so also do the eigchth and ninth grades. Boys snd
girls both have schedules for thesce sports. The sch ool alco
has teames which pley games with other echoolza in the city snd
with surrounding small town hish schools, as well as inter-
mediate schools from Jackson and other cities.

Although the student council is considered an extra-
curricular activity in every school system studied, in West

Jurior High Sciool it is one of the school clubs. Chapter III



-10-

pives a concise e~ lenation of ths stnlernt council enl its

develoom nt er & recult ¢f the Citizenship Clube

Schoul Tlubr in Helction Lo Scciclicztion eantl Thericter
Devoloinv nt
Schocl cluvr ere voluntery orzenizetiocince In come schools

NAY
o

e chill muy join o clun if 1o virher, in otiier sclicole & chiil?

mey join eny club he wichoce it e mucrt join ono en? only cinice

Othwers wllor a c¢illd to bolon~ te a7 t-o clude.s Torecver te
tii e wren cluves chouldl mrot is o dAomale? curcticne Tome teocis

endl giministrrtors of ochocls conaider *hst clubs rhoull meet

Aunring requlo > reroodl hours, ofwere bolinve clud meetinse chiguld

be hell at rome other Lite, eo~e, ecrly in e morning, < five

(o]
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ct
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Loshiidy of Bl e only Vooln cveileble on clvhre writien by
—_— -\ N o« 4 i .- .
Lur: "leacYburn (3] chove *wt che found wish merele vas on

outstenlin- eroduct o7 = 021 club systens Thic fict oo ovrote

te%e »art in outsids ccetivitirns CZhe clzil o clithe chionll T2
Yoeld e rschool heoceovoe dn Huic oy tie ~wrecternt

cnd Proelom woll he sehiiereds  IFf Ao owepre oLl Turine chocl
hours couae stulsins —onldl »evs to Lo dons cftrr cchool, oot the
resaly venl? Lo Jurt oo JustiinT of ti oee In ortor o T

y 3 4 - T R ST T e e A PR
It cennot baef7icted In oo cingle ni 4 Dat wuet Be e rosalt

- -, < S - < . ey T . S BN ..
of tre atalent tol mwlled Ty oenrsericice et ocnctia of the
/ - - - Tt Tagly
cchool i Lot roeticed i oclubre
. hal . YeaTnga . ~ TTS . ~ b ~ 1 N T a1y - - [l ST I o
Q¢ Inrc Tlee’Twmirn, Cur Uik Gehwecd Clubo, o Trulr oo
. VT R ; P o
Cur=iculasr Activiitice in Ca'c tor’t cndl Diver Woreost
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"The school is a place for growth not only phyesicel and

mental but social, moral end spiritual. Club vork will melze the
child conscious of his responsiid lity for the gencrzl welfare,
more able to meet new situations s&nd more sensitive to the
spiritual values of life." (10) Clubs will thus make chearzcter
education an outcome no%t a progranm.
The biz job of the club according to Riverds Harding

1

(11)

Jordon is to develc) proper conduct throuch understanding

4]

of the amenities of life, end throurth the gettins of standsrd
of taste and czpprecistione.

Klopper (12) points out that school remulations do not
always have their orizin in social need, children fail to see
school control es social control, the teacher not the pupils are
hurt and offended they thinke Their thiankin: end emotions

should be trained to self-control throuzh thne assumption of
social responsibilities. Zach can be given a task to collect
dats, fill in% wells, erzse boards, water plants, feed the
goldfish, and other duties which help the group. If the schocl
is a miniature society then its rcund of social duties must be a
medium for developing socislized conducte GSchool clubs mey
exercise a far-reaching influence on their members for they cater
to every legitimate human craving; they aim to satisfy the vhole
range of normel interests of youthe Throush these clubs children
learn the art of self-government, taste the joys of intirate

friendships, and develop worthwhile hobbies znd group loyalties.

In the clubs, teachers come in closer and more informal contact

10. The Department of Superintenderc e, Tenth Year Book, pe 215

11. Riverda Hardins Jordon, Txtra Classroom Activities, p. 4, 8

12. Faul Klopper, Contemporary IZducation, Its I'rinciples and
Fracticers, p. 203
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to their pupiles end thus reslly learn to inow them.
. (13) e
Another educator's vievs are that: it chould be the
business of the school to attempt to utilize as many cf the
adolescent characteristics as possible and direct them into
wise and intellirsent expreesicne. OJSome form of student partici-

!‘

ires is decitrabls teczuse cuch &an

[

vation in control of =schoo.
organization approximates the democracy in wvhich the student as
an aiult will live. It will consecuently help to treian hir for
this memberchin. Turther sudr pasrticipetion will helyn to

organize s nd syvestemize the extra-curriculcr ectivities of the

schoole The club appeals to thiec gre puril - he iz & "joliner®

j¢¢]
Q
=
e

as evidenced by the meny sccret societies, icues, ani orgoni-~

zations to ve fourd 2mons studentc of thie zge. Turthermors,

if clubr are includi=d in the resuler cchedule it mokes then

more convenicnt for th

D

stvdent end the teacler, thus encourezing
e good attitude toward them, and disnifies them as well.

Tne einm of proner sttituden end 0bility to ehere in the
eperirncec of others con L2 obtained., 7o the einzerimentor,
howvever, is left the choice of "conduet” or "cheracter®

)
i

duceticne It is the latter which mey lecd the child to jorys

‘u.

0

of ri-™t livin=e It offords opnortunities Tor erctificaticon

of individuzl testos znd ambitionsz, erercicin~ cnacicl telents

and antitnics, the dewclconivsg of I-udorahiy, ea?t £70 =ro2-Dlinz
of indiriducls Intercemted in the rome cetivitien.
"The Tinior i Zeotool's cir of troinin~ fTor
citiconchi- i- t2 T0ild un e mor’t of tha
eleventos cchools, ~ive the c¢hildren t¥r socicl
ernricrnce which ic corrovrricte to thoir e-e,
Ze Tenry Chrrles T¢orn, otbre-Curricrlsr Activitie~s in
School~, p. 21, A7, 9?, 7T
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an? cenl troc1 or to Jendicr Ti-b Seheol ot the

1i€s outzsile ¢f seohool it Lhe moct offcetive

tymoe of troinias for onowticietionr 1a Bie oroorized
srous Lifa of the ciult comunitsen  (1d)

Nk yolue ¢l neel of clnhe ic nct Tordh o in thils
stotemente ha arery e nunﬂﬁr of oroinized clubs
increcres resileorlys it clvences ia cnrollimirte
™a verellalicom betoeso t’e trn v oer of pupil
exoaeriencs {e: tro-curricrlar enl provron of ctuliern)
sus~ectn s increccins roea-nition on the vert of
tecehers snl vriacivels of the velus of entrc clzecroom

sotiviticre {179)

All of trare vriterc gores fthet clubs are crzential for

notees T. 7. Droner s tobors trets
"o one has vritton in thie field =so f%r Who hee zoa

i

teronl, €irct, 2 statur ctud:r of the t
f school rveorlr znd thoir attitudes

achieveil, ond cecond, tie thecoreticel

€

3

d"’J
I—“}U () ’i
o

the ertr--curriculer act, ag determined
new peycholos,; o7 leerning and the modern ph:
of elucation." (13)

ct

This writer next wents us to vier the inadeqyuscies, cuch

first, inadequzcte kno-ledss of the nrinciple of worthy livinsg;

cecond, knovledse of psycholoy andl the leernin: process; thirl

.

knovledze an? opprecicticn of bo

)
”m
(@]

o
I
@]
G
-
5]
o
3
I‘J

ni lzyrmen of th

implicatione of & philorcyhyy of educeticen vhich predicates exc

ingly comprehiensive £ielde of tecchia: matericl for the developmiont

of the educetioneal erperirrces of orect coemopolitan groupsz of
scholers; fourth, inadequote methcds of validetine the esprecifi

cbjectioas vhiech mry e rubrsumed under & generel principle or

ke,

T

air ez vorthy livinw. e continues:

"At preseat muny eerncet siudconte sppcer to be

H
g
[ ]
1’1

conl Yervinclon Terry, Zztroe-Jurriculsr Activitiec in
Junio» ™ish Zchooli, pe 11

15. Tz Avthor, Ixtra-Curriculer Activitics in Jurior T7izh
Zchooal, p. 18

16, Fdger 7. Uraper, Realizetion of Tort™, Tivin-: Thra “xtra-
Curricvlar Activitiez in Junior-Zerio~ Ti~h Cleuring
Fouce, Tol. ¥V, 710, p RI=520,

Cc






-
-

confiaed in their thinting rescriing the
educotion: L v lues of t» ertrec-curriculer
2ct. In certain schocls the recults

ettzined throv - studert nerticirsztion are
outstanlin~ end si-nificent, vhils in cthers
the reculte are inferior cnd cven dani-rcuse
Are these evcellent recultes zttaincd threouch
contact with the activities &= such or thirouch
the erposure of the students to the extra-
ordinary lezdershin anl ~onderful »eresonzlity

of teschier snonsors."

’

o

Ile thcen proceeds to criticize the data her«tofore precconte

g ineufficient end poorly orzanizelds He lrmaves the reader with
the advice to determins the specific objectives vhich will ma'te
worthy livinz, and furthermere to orgenize carefully contrclled

experiments to determins the definite contributiors of clubs,

XL
etc.; then to meke careful anzlysis of results and precent

techniques used step by stepy so that the experiment may be

m

truly scientific as far as brin~ verifiable is concernede.

3o far in this thesis a presentation of eizhteen different

]

treatments of the subject of clubs has been ziven and an analysis
shows that with the exception of the critic above mentioned

they are uranimous in three generzl concepts, nemely, the club

is an educational situation thet most nearly represents the
community in which folks live, that clubs make possible social
experience beceuse they are concerned with group activity, and that
all emphasize student participstion. They agree with Deweys
"That the pupil have a genuine cituztion of experience - that
there be & continucus activity in wvhich he is interested for its
own sske; secondly that a cenuinc problem develon within this
situation as a sti-ulus for thoucht; third, thet he possess the

information and make the obrservstions nceded to deal with it." (17)

17. John Dewey, Demccreacy «nd Dducation, p. 112
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One says a chill is socialized by ectin~ in clubs in thes camnme
vay as tennis is learned by playinz, another as learning to
drive a car is done by ectual drivinge

To this point the refercnces heve deen mostly from
articles in magazines and books, but followins is a rcoert of
an experiment in student government st l"cLaughlin Union IIizh
school, Ifilton-Freeveter, Oreson, vhich weaves into the lives
of the pupils erperiences that help them later to adapt them-
gelves to commnity life. ¥r. Brcwnson in this erticle suys:
"Citizenshivn should be lezrned by doing, just as the operstion
of a car is learned by drivine." (18) The children in this
school drew up their own constitution, elected officers for a
student council, instituted a series of courts, worked up a
pledcse, appointed monitors for study hells, corridors and
the librery. The recsults have been very gratifyins because
studznts have zeslously attenied to their duties and assumed
responsibility in their commrity, the conduct was as good as
in previous years when dirciplinary matters were broucsht beforc
the offices ©Spirit and enthusiasm were hiszh in academic and
extra curricunlar ectivitiess Their achievements surpessed
any previouves records made,

"Marthcrmore, in comprtition with other cchocls of

the stets theee younc men and vomen whn were

lecrnins throu~ activre citizenship that the

succe~r cf their community wee in 2 srect meerure
their resnen=ibility demonstreted a lec derchip

in numcrous linee of.endeavor. Durins the scheool
yeer 1020-3C there nunils won the ’ollo**‘ﬂ honore
for thre echonl: he Stocte Debotiny Chemnionehing
the Tastern Oreson Footbell Chamnlonshlp, four
first places, tvo second places and ons third place
in Bastern Orezon Typiang Ccntest; first end second

13. Tarcid . Trovnsca, To to Vitalize the Tecching of
Citize n5110, The Iat iol s Schools, Vol. VIII, 71, July,
1921, I's 87-59.






plece in the Zintn 2ivisdon of thr Tetional
Chemical Lesazy Contest; seconl plzce in the
Ctate Tewspzrer Contest, with the editor of
he scuool pe.er clected nrecident of the
State Tigh Schcol Iress A*’OClatlon, glso
superior rat*nq emon~ the Hi~sh School
Yearbookse# (1]

Another suthor stresses club work to a very marked
degree, but he believrs very little cen be done for cheorecter
building by the schools zlone. They must te usheld and
encoureged by the vhole commnity. "/hat can we do with a
child in five hours of & dey when &ll thaet he is doiaz
other nine or ten hourc is undermining our teuchln:?" (20)
is his opening remark. W2 cun motivate a boy or girl to
desirable conduct within the school but we hzve no control
over his outszside hours and he is developin< Quring that time

as well as while with use About fort, percent. of the life

1

of most of the children iz snent in leisure time activities,

5

and so they have en important influcnce in the formstion of
character. lTilwaukce has & municipal progrem of pleyzgrounis
and social centers vhich is conducted by the Zxtension

-

Department of the Milwaukee I'ublic Schoolse. Iichtern school
buildinzs and three comrunity centers are open five or more
nishts a weex from Jeptember 15 to Jay 1, and last year were
attended by more than 1,225,000 people. Tifty playgrounds
were open from June until September, twenty pleygrounds are
open all the time. Athletic sports are scheduled, moving
pictures are shown, trips are masde to other parts of the city

and hikes ere taten to points of interest. After school

activities, ecpecially clubs are fostered where symnasiuam

19. 1Ibid

20s TFrancis C. Rceecrance, Charccter Building, a Commnity
Interprice. The Journzl of the Tational Ziucetional
Association, Vo. 21, Yo. 2, Teb. 1932, p. 51-54



table gzmes, storiec, hand vork, cabinst me¥in:, Aressme<laz,

mechanicel Argwrin-~, zirecraft, radio, reed worik, dremetics, end

music are uniertsen. This correlation of schiocl —or

yeor
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outside of =chool zctivities ma’e possibls throush the School
A

Rozrd'c direction of both provides ihe opvoritunity for a

concentrszted zttock on the problem of charccter buillinge.

Cluhrs in Vect Junior i Uchool

In oot Junior Pigh School clude are 2 rert of the
school Tor%e. A comnlete lict followe:
Teme of J1luh T
ek 206m Li it
Chess Club (Chesn Set 4@011r94‘ Doys . Jirls 205 S
ZLibrery Treinin-g Club 8A & 94 Boye L Girle 112 25
realint Cludb Toye L Cirls &0 35
Tlover Cludh Boyec X Girls E10 25
Sexaphone Club (Compctitive) Boye 322 25
odel Airnlene Club {(Tratericl
fee . 1a00) 3oy 221 7e
Tiztericel ZTHulr ZLlih Toye L Girle ZC0C o)
Jonrnclicm Qlud 83 & 24 Doye L %irls 175 25
Svellin> Clud Toyr Z Girles 101 25
Semint Club Firlc 20 35
Letin Clubd Boyc & Girls CZ33 g
Jirl Sccut Z21luM Zirie Z0H 7
Cemp Tiye 71uh {(Mee (1070 Jirls 203 35
Trevel C1ludb Doy Lo Girls 27A 75
Certcon Z1lub ?oﬁf no%irle 227 78
Srench Z1lih Tore L Girle 707 75
Inblic Zneclzinet T1luh Toys L Girle 7248 25
Cley “Tolelins Club (ITat--%r1
Toe l.07) Doye & Girlc 210 o)
Tife Zavir- CZlub \VOHL\t1 ive) Sovs 23 25
Busle and Srun Club Zoys 201 oo
Viclin Clud Roye & Jirlc 104 o%s!
Lecthor Cluh {(Iateriesl Tee .
o L Tl.”?) Soys % E%rls Syars <o
whio a0 in Anerice Zorve o GFirls Co ou
Zettzr west Club 2oys & Girle 1032 SO
Cerr Coorinm Z1lub zoye 213 <
Student Council (Iembers
elected oy Kome Roume ) Doys & Girle 204 35
Debate Club Doys % Girls 200 ON)
iublic GSpecin~ Club Doy & Girls 226 59
Agricultural Club Boys Sl2 O
Shorthand Club JB’- JA Zoy,s x TFirls Jid 39
Girls' 2lee Slub (Competitive) Firls 216 25
Tkelele Club 3oys & Giris oC2 39



¢lubs, continvel:

1.0
- R BRIS: or Toonm Tiit
Yeme of Clud _or noon
Y - .
Jymnastic Club q%ris f%l oY
Zmbroidery CTlub Girle og% :g
Radio Club Boys 105 o9
Literature Cclub 8A, 33, JA Doys & Tirls 203 3¢}
renmanship Club Jcys & Tiris oC4 915)
lrathematics Club Boys & Tirls 31 %5
Firls' Joodwor't Club girls 126 ch
llagazine {lub Doys & Girls 20R 3D
Spanish Club Soys & 3irls 327 35
Clozzging Clubd Girls 2zl SO
Zlectricol Club Boys 122 oS
Amatevr Typewritins Club Boys & Girls 106 5
Gymnastic Club Boys 225 35
Fancy rorc Cludb Girls 508 59
Cand ma¥xing Ciub 83-2A Boys & Firls 115 25
Child Ceare Club Girls 215 o0

-

Dech child in this school must belon; to somc club but cer
choose the kind of club which interects hime ZRoyzl J. Creitz
in his Thesis 1932 entitled, "3ocial Factors in the Acnievements
of Junior Pi~h Ochoo. Students," arrives at the conclusion
that the vork of clube in genercl, and threir cocielizing
infiuencr is one of the zsreat fsactors for achievement.

If pleasznt sccial intercource can be estebliched in the
formative adolescent periodoghe life of a child, there is lecs
probsbility thet, &s &n adult, he will be &nti-socicl. 1In
West Jurior Hicn Zchool fifty-three only out of thirteen huidred
fifty students were listed as meladjusted.s A number of these
beceme members of the Bett:r West Clube The club was not
organized for thece, but use wegs made of it to help them become
better members of societye. Clubs, zg this study chows on a
small scale, hely the anti-social folks, but clubzs £lco help

the normal and the suverior peopnle.

A uectionneire Study of Cherccter Tducetion in Other Schocls

The exp rience of other schools in cherccter educetion
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progrems wes the neit step to be concidered, sc the principel

cu il

of West Junior 7Ii T Scvool &x, ointed ¢ chrrecter council,

e Lo

=rc Vere

")

consistinz of four vomen ¢nd three mer. Tuese tcach

renrecentative group, onc from the ~ymnacivm, ouf & comiercic

»

tezcher, one the ceafeteries instructor, a shop voer't instructor,
a mathemetics tezcher, crairmon of the Tnglich Derartmont, end
the asrictant principnal, to reuwrerent the administrative sideo.
At the firest meeting cf the cherscter council the chairmen

we.e instructed to send letters of inguiry to &all cities of

o

100,0C0 population end to the Jtate Devartments of ITublic

o

Instruction of Iowa, Connecticut, ernd Mehras’e, and to the four

outstandinzy colleres,

.
2

Three yeecrs previoucsly the followin~ questionnaire had

been sent out:

"CITARLCTTY TOUCATTIST DUTTLSITTYT

440N s

SIS TINTLLIRY
Thia echocl feels the need of trzinint its nupile in
social berevior end ethical cherecter; therefore, it is grectly
interestel in »het other aschools brve attemoted of this nature
and any recsulte ohteinel. Till youn nlesre fIiI11 in this chort
guestionnsire an?t return to the underci~ned:

Do thre echools Wheve ¢ dofinit~s c-=rscter
edncztion »ro~rem o ¥o

Doe= your school favor the Air~ct or inliresct method

Fas it wor¥ked ont itz own conree of stuly
in charccter edvcotion Ve n Yo

Doe= 1t have print-Ad conrece mateorizle mimecsrsohed
materiale nd definite covrece moterials

Lre elubs orcanized with thic in mind Yeg Yo
Are these motbtsrigls for scle

1atericl CeQeNe"
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"he resulte of tlis vore aolt voTrs ocein

A I AR
RCRVEENANG

council decided urcn theoee Lo Torwo o

: - - v o Cas

Megn o7 Jchucl ¢ Jucziion,
“ S - - ~

Univerzit, of s
Allresce.

AS & mcmaber ¢f o oconiibtoo on ehrrectzr eluculion
in cur schoci, I it erttoasting Lo fin?t oul how Lo
schouls of edqesticn of cur univireitics cre elvicia~
that it ke taushit. Zhioull it b o teughit lacidentally
or directly &s a s22arcte unit in a course of ctul, s

Iloaere olivire wme co to cource cnd cost of materiel
availaovls from yonr W.iviToil, .

- P A b PP RN "
LV DY Ul TG e

dent of Uc¢lhools,
1.
v

«t

As & niember of a committee on chicracter elducation
in our schools, I cm gcttrrmpting to find out vict 1s
beins done slony this line in other cities. Ilcusge
edvise me as to source ard cost of matericl availavle
from your citye.

4 oy

Yours viry tm i,

P o L P ]
S CI UILITIEL -

sl

A cormraricen cf tre resultc of thece t—o inveetizetior
cshows clearl, tlieat t¥e quegction I5 more universally belcorc

the educstors todzy thean it vas tlree recars ajc, or cloe tlot

ionnaires, but will
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courteously amr'¢r laetierz.
In the ctuly mede in 1222 t-cnly-"ive guestionnaires were
1~

sent out to outstandiny echools vhicn had bezn rovorizd =5

having a Aefinite plan for cherecter traininsg, or were reputed

s3]
[é]

ver, procressive. $F theaze tranir--Tive oni, nine regponded

at alle (Of thess ninf, *+o wrets that they hed no deflaite



cource in clicrecter tr-inin-.

A vevrecentotive f£row Yoy, Indizne, vrotes PIt ie tou Tt
incidentslly »y everr teecher in every densrtment; i.e., ve

Yelievoe thz 'wori-ctntor=nley' tyoe of ormonisction is idevlliy

derted to 2 neturcl cherccter formins. Ri-Mt idesle zre tov-hit

[a\]

end unler ¢ notrrel envirenment chiliren wey try ot thece
princivles erd chrerve recults.”

The infcrment from Dvenr ville, Iniliene alro seid that
lefinite 1y or-enized covrss bud

e :nd rnelocel Lhree Aifforent

recorded scholestic rocovdze The firest lic
is uced in ¥Xindcroerten, firet ¢l seconl sreders The next
listed ten trcites snl iz uced from aride three to eiht
inclusive. ™= former i c-zller, but ic othervice Juzt lile
the cecond nrmand.

The vriter from Touth Thilagdcel iz TTi-h Sceheel geidl they

F-J

were in the proceccs of evolri-t~ a conrses Iun tlhivir athleticer

end wec%ir cluhes th-r trisd Adefinitelr to tc.0m Trdir Dlo—r, In

4

their fomily ~roun (thers e no evnlenstion zbout thic ~roun)

the rrincipel weoto, "7c cre teaching monrers from the et

viermoints. Cnce uncn a ti o w2 tzu-it e TTatcerine Code." Thic

echoul sent a Form Aig§ded into Fire Airi~iore tnd csuhdiviied

bi

=

Q)

inte fortr-one trrite. 1, ILeorria~ itiess; 2, Attitule
toword echonly X, Teom vor ~urlitieecy 4, "uslities of lezder-

ch

1o

s 5, Tereorel ond sociel quslities.
Two other schools rrote to reccommend some other pcrson,
university, i.e., school of education, or scrc othrr z,=tem.

one zent the ceame bibliography e'eets which the Yetional

f_).
= e 42 E - L3~
2nce VTR L e < et T on
woncet ol Amrccionion it Do et e JUOLLC -L“""‘r'wtl
AT SRR IOy



R A - 1. T . - - ., 4 s
Tyraa Donver e recs 1ol Tonegrooil SamiiT oL Ivi ol
he H N [ I P 3 .2
Oraracter SDiduccticon ian thc Tenver JUoils OSCU00LE, L2.0.  [his

tells %0 purposes of, mathols of tezchiag, cerroleticn —ilh

L RPN ~ B R L ear L PR
v schicol cuvircentint, wndl 1

(@]
ct
o
t
I
—
S

Trom Ios Anjcles wen roeeivoel T Seliood lliera

onduct Course of JSudy froriat 1227. It inciu

contents as ithe menomrenh frow o Toarver Scucol, but ia a vwch
better orpunize*ica wad drocentaticn.

(=

- s S e n 2 ewres RN Ao e b T s o] .
Troca S1iv, Illincis Toe recelved the Amnmel Jcpert of

\‘1’
m

Iuvlic 3chools of Slzin, 122A=-L170.75 ~ede A52-7 includec tre

mircogresied matericles It voe colledl tholir Guidance freran:
LR _ v e N N S S S S
(1) irchl-ms of Aijustment; (2) Opporiuaities «Corded by

Clubs; (7) Atitendence; (4) Tmrift; (%) Coopcretion; (6) Self-
control; (7) Recronsivbility and Tructrcrthiness, etc.
Letters were written to tihe Universities of Wisconoii,

Chica~o, Columbile, Lelond Ztanford, Celifornis, the Yaticacl

Lduceticon Deyortment of the Interior, each of which gen

Irom Anrelo Jeatri wes receivol this zasver: "I have hod
no erxprricnce in formal ccurses in charecter training, anl o
can say nothina of velue on tic cubjrcite” 3ut he referraed to

ifenecker of Yer o City, from vhiom notiia: has as

>

-~
«

The percente ;¢ of enewere receiv & from ell tuesz sources



In the recent undertaking of the charccter committee
ninety-four letters were sent, eighty seven to cities of
100,000 population or more, and ceven others as follov;:

Leland Stenford, California, Chicago and Columbiz Univercities,
and the State Departments of Nebracska, Connecticut and Icowa.
Sixty-eicht answers vere received. The perccnt of answers
was very gratifying, 72.3472¢ lloreover, of thore who ansvered
nineteen had no materials to furnish; we obtained pamphleteg,
courses of study, catalogues, bibliographies from thirty
different sources, and were placed on the mailing lists of nine
whose courses of study were in the process of bein; evolved

or being revised.

ror a clearer understanding of data received both years,
consult Teble I -

TABLE I - OHARACTER EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES AS SHOWN BY
ANSWERS TO TWO QUESTIONNAIRES:

“ al alos %g
8 o . Euéaﬁgg e
= 8% |8 9 |b gﬁ - quovggmﬁ 3 8IS
owd HH HHAHP> (] n‘gg PPIOPIO-H IO PlOPIl @ o [}
ug oo |oow 038 |owln 6o Hld b0 0 a;ﬁw:?
EOR |22 [8BS (8 595 (ESEglhebaonile et gudy
335 (348 | 889 |2 dsa g8 dalzclseal
1929 33 18 48.5 ¢ 1 3 7 2 4 019 0 p ¢ 0
1932 | 94 68 [72.3| 33 |52 | 7|21 | 0|7 | 3 &1 -3

While the council awaited the enrrers from its iaguiries
it met end apportioned off &all feculty memberc to serve on small
committees under the chairmanship of each member of the council.
This was done in the follorin-~ manner: the seven council members

sat around a table and the principal read the names of the faculty






alghroeticzLly, veinnia; at & curteia persen eo

A%
ca

council=in

Gil Yils corinlttec.

tookx one perron's neve until eec™ T.ed Teven
The next move of tre council ves 10 miite end <end cut to

the foculty the charzcter troinin: cuestilonnelive
sudbmitted:

SHANCS UL TLAIND G T iTICITATT
1. Do you thnin7 theve ic a need JTor cyoter
trainins in the public schools? Jhec'™ Ter

wiltic cheare

. sl
uoreitn

cter

10

seperete unit of

one
(o) iore

2e (a) Shoull it ve tzu it es a

semester in Jjunior hizh GCWOQL Yer To
than one cemecter? Ves Yo e, Tlov
e Should it ke teu-ht alony with ccrtzin o
sey onc dey a weck? Tec Nle)

e uzht i:a ceonnectioca vith
subjects T

1.0

Se Should it benin in the elenentery ©

10 If ro, in vhat grede
6e (2) Chould it be continuedl into the hish
Yec o (b) If co, in wbet grodes

7o Chec't trne neme under —hich the woi's, Jenc
to be derirchle, could veot e cecompliched: Tl
”nnncss zndl Jonluct Ccrreet Attitudies

er=onel Trtitc ncecenriry Tor Juccedc 1

J&ttl \."\AJ.L

eny

icrelly

ividus s

leny seumecterct

ther cunjecte,

other

chocle?

=Ccliool?

conceded
Treinivg

u«J..{d

fadl Jocisl

recter
Dibic

Be Zuzzsect & none, 1T you heve oac, “iich you thin't vwoulid
be desire¥lec.
~ . e LT P 13 ~Ta - S 2 .
Ve In cere you thiny thic worc chiculd be dene ar o olile linc
-~ - T - T3 - .- a ~p — ~ 9 Ea ~ v - ~ N ~ ey em o~ 43 - - . M N
tc other ruljects, 7ive ¢ Dbrief ocutiine cr cujsertion &r Lo hwow
yeu would carry on t.c¢ werit in your cubject:
1C. Jencrel remeviis wnd cuscrction~,.
11l. Give briel biwliosr-ohy on raverce coide ol wvzili™le
meterinl auch as Tteukso, worthoovr, Yevts onl memrzine erticlec.
olmnsture
Y D T c ¢ 2 1 e o T PP 3 - N B P T
TUThe = DTlegcse £I1L0 Zubt ! turn in beferce Jonvory 0. I
necs ooy CcoMnlete nunher Joord LY on o roevaroe oite oF Ao

I~ 4.
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Courtez, o7 stulents to etz otier

Courte-vy f giuonoer to tore ere

Courtesn, of Leechers Lo oolalonho

Sriendly soirit bouer) rne Stuaunts

JCir Tie, 1lu ogenies

Soirc toeclment of op onents ot oer
porteneanchin of crovd ot omec

order in Lhells

lleetnese end spperronzce ¢f wolle

eni roums o

Tectlners sl ¢ v evince o rchoul

srounis

ncturn of leestl erticles

wercrect for Zockers enli i

cf others

felutionte prcrerty ovun-rs near

school

Attitude ¢f study in honw roonc

Attitude of citiution in culitouriun

Attituiz ofin‘ustry in claocsroome

Aoility to ascume recooncivility

functuality

TLoyoltry to echool

Supnort of echool ectivities by
stulents

Suprort c¢f ecchool ccetivities Yy

tecchnre

e e e - T ey ol ~ N
ther itens N ve gdded Lelo™ or on bseX 0f plue. . oo
g L “






TMe emall cownitbers werr cgked to criticize gal il Lt.

B o

A fer chensor vare ognestei. The vriter wes not ia fevor Jf
chenzinz the question concerning teachers' attitude toverd
purils, but the wishies of the mejority were Tcoclloved. Ine

second questionnzire wen then submittedl to every puvil In the

PN

school in their club periole The reviced questicnnezire ino ¢«

follovs:

TOCIIITION T uian JUr IOR
Flezce do not simn the followin~ cueztionnaire. rprer
your pinion of the retlﬂt vou feel Tert Junior s“oulx rccclvc
in the follovin<t pliases of =crocl life. Cueck under heeding
poor, fair, =ood, or excellent as yo: feel tect fite the
situation. ITf you think of other items »hich are not menticrel,
ald trem to the erd of the lisl, eni rats then ce cuziested ahcve.

Lxccl-
roor Teir 3007 lent

Ccurtzry of students to escn otrer

Courtery of students tcteuchers

Courteny of ctudeats toc cubstitute
teachers 2nd other aiults

3

Friendly spirit tcwerd ne~ stuldents

Honesty i1 vork

Feir pley in gonec

Spertemanchiin of crowd et gzmes

Crder in nells

T7avit ol clean specch

Yeatnsre gnd personal aypeirance
of students

Yercinecr end apgeeriace of kolls
and roocms

Ieatnecs end enpecrorce oF mchool
grounds

Rempect for rilers en? reo-uletic
of schocol

Return c¢f loest article

N
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. P PR . I
1y Ovinicn c¢f Test Junicr, Continuel:s

oo l-

Respect for prorjerty of others

Recpect for ri-~hts of p-overty ovrers

9 - ~
ngme roomec

Febite of ¢tndy in

Attention at auvlitorium

Inductry in clasc rocme

ability to ascume resnoneihility

™unctuelity

Loyelty to schiool

Suvnocrt of schocl -~ctivitien by cfrdente

Ne 3 - NN~ 1~ ¥+
e e Ne 37 -0 ! A
1 Ot ool LU -~
—
1 .
-4+~ o~ o
Ir&sus as o of

Other i*terme mey he 217122 Yelow or on bag™ ¢f ro~e =l

-

The tecacheres npext vor'ze? unen desirchle cherscte

cndl submitted their rexworts of chrrscterictics mast Aacirshle

l. Yoner-tr 249
2. Courtery 182
Ze acenoct 147
Ze MNerendroinility 110
He¢ Resroaainhility 104
8. Zelf-control 102
7« ZIymopathr on? %irndnerns 1nn
?. Toweltwy 90
9« CZervice gnd M~ Y-"vlners )
1. Zsoxcraticen 80
11 Tunctnality 70
12. Inivctry 63
17« Cxortsmonchin fols)
14. refience 55
S« Tnitiastive 49
16. Courase &6
17. Ieresevrerance 42
18. Thrift 2.
12. Teadership 37
20. Yeotnere 26
21. Tccet 24
22. COreerfunlrece 24
22e Cleeonliness 15
2. Torclity 13

25. Tolerance 11
26« Cptimiem 9
27. Temperance 5

gualities



Each small committee was then given a task: first group
to work out an auditorium program for character development;

second, to work out plans for the indirect and incidental

teaching of character; third, projects tc be carrisd out by
the student council for sciiool betterment; fourtn, clube &l

@ moens of cocializationg fiftu, traite to be strececcd ornd

3 - P T L s ~ale 401 e Ao
motlc 'L uwo~rl in tre coreonth srodoy TLialin, ia te 2iziith zrede
s 3 ' N s . - [ R —— N v 4 e 1
scrontl . the ninth ~relze Thuero reports wre net yot fully
€CTZIIv.l, L 1 = R A

formulatsd, but the work wili centinuc ncxt seurstor.
Tho other Junior 1izh schouls are weorting bYucin cociel-
izotion throus™ hcuie reow cetiritize, latro-mmuurei cporte and

- e e - e e
studcat ccuncils In S7oicll cunlor TIih Schicol tLl Zesl mrers

«ila S0CLad CLVITUIN=-

atnt o7 Yo ¢lll.e Thics tes done toroush "OStulont Lurvelrr Lutots
centaining *hcse u~egticas, and mazay more:

le Ilov long neve you iive? iv Loarnaian®

Qe T ormirny 1o oot fomil s

Z2e ITow mzny berrs? Tow meny cirlct  L-ns of cochie

Lo WMot lo oon Tatlhiom'e netionedity cal occupation?

9¢ Iz he emrlcrcd now? o meny Te, T 2 WEOXT

fe DoCs your rnother wovik? wierce? ahot ¥%iand of woriL?

S

7« To you work at all waot kind®

[\l

[2%)

8. Do you uzually sc hoae for luncht Ifor far do you ilive

To finance tlLc feeding of those who needed it, the teachers
contributed $100.00, and then the school gave a play to raise
more money. Here is a schedule of the first forty-five minutes
period which is called the activities period:

"Monday is devoted to study: Tuesday to banking; Wednesday

to character work. In the upper classes this is conducted by
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the Booster Class, or definite character training group of

the school, each member of which takes a home room and discusses

actual character and ethical programs of the school, supplemented

by illustrations and projects developed previously in the

Booster Club. The Seven B's have an auditorium class at this

time which is in the hands of our assistant principal, lliss

Wood, for the training in ethical behavior « . « « Thursday

is devoted to home room meetings, while Friday closes the

weék with a general school auditorium progreme. The formal

organization of the home room is in the hands of a set of

officers, elected by the students and given definite duties." (21)
In Eastern High School the assistant principal interviewed

every girl, and the principal every boy, and tried personal

adjustments where needed. Each student was given a test of

"Knowledge and Social Usage." This consisted of:

30 statements, some correct, and some incorrect, to be
marked plus or minus, concerning lanners al lMMcals

15 statements concerning manners in Meeting People

18 statements concerning manners in Talking and Walking
with people.

12 statements concerning manners of Guest and Host
6 statements concerning manners in Dress
29 statements concernin; liscellaneous Manners
110 statements to be answered but not signed and handed to
the assistant principal. A course will later be worked out to

augment the greztcst needs as shown by the student body. (22)

21. Olive Mears: Successful Practices in our Home Room given
in the Junior High School Section, meeting of the Michigan
Educational Association, Jackson, Michigan, October, 1931.
A copy is in the envelope on the back cover of this booke.

22. A mimeographed copy of this questionnaire is placed in
the envelope on the back cover of this booke.



Summar

A brief summary of the facts showi. in Cihiapter II indicate
there is need of socialization and charzcter education in the
junior and senior high schools at the present time. Various
types of extra-curricular activities are adapted to this
achievement.

Of all extra-curricular activities the clubs give greatest
freedom of choice. The children develop happily in theese
cooperative situations. In the clubs the bashful child is given
some sinple task, such as watering the plantse. Ile is commended
for faithful performance, given other tasks and soon forgets
himself in happy service. He has learned to live socially and
tc contribute to the group. The overbold child may learn to
curb his impulses, his speech and actions. The maladjusted child
may also find some interest, the pursuit of which will help in

the integration of his personality.



CEADTER ITI

TI: CITIZEYCHIP CLUB CF WEIT JUI'IOR
HIGH SCHOOL

During the time of the invertigation in regard to whet
othizr schools were doing toward character education, discussed
in the previous chapter, two experiments were being tried out
by the writer. One was concerned with chenzes in the vocational
course, and the other with organization and activities of the
Citizenship Clube. Only a brief outline of the former can be
given here. The first semester course of social studies, listed
as occupations, was chinged from fifteen weeks of studying the
various types of work, qualifications for each kind of work,
edvantzges, disadvanteges, and the history of esch occupstion
and two weeks study of the kind of character needed for the
chosen job, to eight weexs study of "what am I going to do" and
nine weeks of "wvhat am I going to be." The course now is a
study of the field of wori and of & desirable character. (23)

Before the Citizenship Ciub was organized three of the
faculty members of West Junior High School visited the Walter
French Junior High School of Lansing which had & Leadership
Club that boasted of no truancy problem, end of excellent
benavior from most of its pupils. The order in the halls, as
well as the businesslike movements and interest in keeping the
halls, grounds, and cafeteria neat end attractive were noted by
the faculty members. Then the club was visited. Emilie Wood,

the Assistent Principal of Wal"er TFrench Junior High School

23« DeWitt S. Morgan, Case Studies for Classes in Civics,
published by Laidlaw Brothers, is used in 9B classes.



had charge of this club. It used as it's text, "Studies in
Conduct" by Hague, Chalm rs and Kelly, and a case study note
book by DeWitt S. liorgan. A story was told or read and
discussion followed; then the principael gave a childhood
experience in which he didn't overcome temptation. TFollowing
this a statement was discussed from the "Case" book. Next a
child who was habitually tardy was brousht before the club.
He rather shamed-facedly gave his reasons for tardiness. The
members of the club then talked to him very kindly and
informally. One boy said he would be willing to call for the
offender every morning if the pupil wanted hin to do so. Then
the gong sounded and the Lecdership Club meeting was finished
for one day. The meetinzs are held daily and the same number
of hours credit is given as for mathematics, English, geogrephy,
or any other subject. The Will Hutchins morality code is the
basis for all the work and study of this club. The faculty
of Walter French Junior High School argued that the teacher
discussing morals would not be nearly as effective as having
the children themselves do it. "So," says Miss Wood, "It was
agreed that a group of about thirty of the finest pupils
constitute a class which should be given special training all
through the week and on lMonday morning of each week each
individual in the class should present the week's lesson to
his particularly assigned home room." These pupils were told
that the slogan was to be "Every Pupil of French Junior High
School a Better Citizen," and that the aim was to create a desire
for right action and a hatred for wronge.

"Each pupil was made to feel that the home room in

which he spoke was his personal charge and any pupil

failing to cooperate must be interviewed by him
personally. These personal conferences play a vital



part in this character education program, for
youngsters feel keenly the criticism of those

of their own age." (24)

After the visit to the Walter French Junior High School
the student courncil of West Junior High School was called
together, the results of the visit to the neighboring school
were presented to the members of the council, esnd they were
asked their pleasure in the matter. This student council
consisted of five students, a president and secretary from the
9A group, and a representative of each of the three grades.
These were elected after campaign speeches hezd béen made in
the auditorium by voting on the machines losned to us and set
up for us by the City Hall eﬁployees. After the election
returns were published the council could convene in the
principal's office, and would be informed of its duties in a
general way. It would be told that its biggest business was to
make suggestions for any improvement of the school. As has been
stated, this student council was asked for their opinion about
character education for West Junior High School. They voted
that a club called the Citizenship Clubh he started at once.
Since it was impossible to have this club meet every day, they
decided to have meetings on Mondays and Fridays.

The purpose of this club, as stated in the minutes of the
Student Council meetings, shall be to: "Erase the most
flagrant mistakes of our school citizenry, such as unnecessary
noise, crowding in the corridors, truancy, and stealing; to
substitute helpfulness and cooperation for the wpirit of rivalry

and competition which now exiata: to foster a feeline of loyvslty

28. Emilie Wood, Character Education in onr Public Schools,
Unpublished material, copy in pocket on the back cover
of this book, pe 4 and 5.
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to the home room and the school; and to change the attitudes
of the pupils who are lawless and express by their actions
this policy: 'do as you like, have a good time, pass the
buck if possible, but don't get caught'." (25)

The nature of the club made it desirable that the oldest,
best, most thoughtful and well-mannered children be members
of it since they were to be the leaven to raise the standards
of thirteen hundred fifty other children. Only the three
highest sections of the school, 8A, 9B and 9A would contribute
members. In other words, the upper group students alone were
eligible. The five students of the student council immediately
claimed membership and proposed that the defeated candidates
for the council also be invited to join, because these ten
people would represent more fully the whole school. This
proposal made the Seventh grade represented, an exception to
the above rule.

Out of further discussion the procedure agreed upon was:
each home room teacher of 8A, 8B and 9A was asked to send the
names of her best pupils to the office. Best pupils were
desoribed as the socially minded, tactful, honest, dependable,
self-confident, whose scholarship was "B" or better. The last
stipulation was necessary because the pupils would be in club
two study periods each week and would have to do their work at
noon, or at home, or in shorter time than usual. The home room
teacher would also announce to her pupils that this club was
in the act of formation and those who wished to apply as
candidates were to see the assistant principal and leave their

names. The council felt that all members should be volunteers

25. Minutes of Meetings of Student Council Botebook,
October, 1929.



who were interested in the betterment of the school and could
be trusted to know many things not known to the student body

in its entirety. The notices were so worded that each child
would know that only thirty-six could be selected, that no one
with any bad habit, such as tardiness, nor any mediocre or

poor student could be chosen. Thece notices were read only

in the home rooms of the three upper séctions. If the presence
of any child was desired who did not volunteer, the assistant
principal approached him regarding the matter, and in all cases
each child felt it a great honor to belong.

At the first meeting of the club it waes decided that
members should be eligible to one other regular club, and that
the Citizenship Club would meet every }onday during the third
period and on alternate Fridays, the third period, when their
other club did not meet. The next step was to obtain a group
opinion of the hours of credit to be given. There was some
difference of opinion; five of the girls and three of the boys
said this club should be altruistic and should work without
credit. This attitude was taken by the ninth grade pupils and
might not be as "big-hearted" as might seem at a glance. The
9A's were not in need of the two hours which would be super-
fluous for promotion to Senior High School and could not be
applied there for future credite It is not believed that these
fine young students reasoned the matter through in this way,
but the possibility is worth mentioning. After thorough
explenations and discussion concerning the value of this club
credit, slips of paper were passed and the pupils asked to
write "two houras credit,” "no credit,” or any other suzgestion

they had. A majority of 24 to 6 decided that for attendance



and work in this club the members would receive two hours of
credite "This cannot" said the teller "be construed as a bribe
but would give honor and prestige to the club end place it on
the same footing as any other subject studied in school.”

The teacher then fully explained that the aims of this
club would be: "To cultivate in its members & thouzhtful
attitude, tolerance and pity for unfortunates, ability to think
straight and act justly toward everyone; ability to raise the
standards of the school children so that they will be better
mannered, more orderly, more polite, more thoughtful, prouder
of their school, more thrifty, more punctual, and more law-
abiding." After this talk an opportunity wes given to all those
assembled who did not care to undertake this work to leave. The
teacher left the room for a few minutes, but returned to find
the same thirty still there.

The children were than asked to give their nemes, grades
and home rooms. Those present organized themselves electing
officers. The period was about over but the president made a
few remarks and asked the club leader to assign some work, so
all members were asked to come prepared Friday with a list of
character traits, and some ideagé for discussion of the topic -
Being a Gentlemen or a Lady. The bell rang; a new club was in
existence.

At its Friday meeting all but one person came with a list
of desirable characteristics or qualities. TIrom these lists
was made one complete list to be studied and used. It was
compiled in this manner: the secretary of the club was asked
by the president to write the characteristics upon the board as

the child read his list, but to make a mark after a characteristic
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already on the board and not to duplicate words.

While the secretary was gettiny ready at the board, the
lists were collected, shuffled, and passed out. Then someone
read the first trait on his list. It was written on the board
and all who had that trait on their papers so decsignated.

These words were then arranged alphabetically with the number
to show how many of the club consider:d them iuportant. Each
characteristic was discussed as to meaning, and a vote followed
the discussion to see how meny of the club then conscidered
each trait inportant.

The remainder of the club period was spent in reading
Charter's list of 222 qualities vhich were grouped under 31
"families.® In the list the club made out, honesty and
truthfulness were designated as two distinct qualities, whereas
Charters has honesty as one "family" with integrity, veracity,
truthfulness, and rectitude included. He has the "family"
poise: calmness, deliberateness, self-confidence, self-control,
self-reliance and diznity. (26)

From the same source it was discovered that ideals are
complex:

"In the first place they are so enormous in number

that in the dictionary one can find over five
hundred, and of this number « « ¢« ¢« nNo two mean
quite the same thing « « « « Yot only do they
differ in meaning but experience and the kind of
social group changes the meaning through the

years. Moreover, meanings interweave and overlap,
i.e., dependability may involve industry, patience,
honesty, courage and accuracy. One must not forget
that ideals often conflict, too. At examination

tire loyalty to a friend mey be a temptation to
honesty in the test." (27)

26. W. wW. Charters, Teachina Ideels, p. 5%, 54, 53, 53, 60
27. V. J. Charters, Op. Cite.






The next day o, mfeting a mimeographed sheet of these

traits, alphabetically arranged, was given to each pupil.

They were asked to chect each trait they considered importent,

and also rank it from 1 to 45, if all were to be used, but

they did not need to consider those they thought insignificant:

TABIE II - LIST OF YTUCFICARY (UALITICATIONS #OR DESIRAZLE
ETHICAL CUARACT
THE CITIZHN3HIP CLUB

Noe.of Votes

TR AS CHIICKID 3IY TiZ MOMDIRS OF

No.of Votes

Qualities Necersary Orig- No. of of lMembers recd. on
Alphabetically inal Times after Ix- final ballot
Arranged Rank on List planation after
of Terms discussion
Adaptability 13 17 25 25
Ambition 10 20 30 29
Beauty, love of 9 21 22 22
Broadmindedness 3 27 29 23
Carefulness 12 18 10 18
Cheerfulness 5 25 15 15
Cleanliness 4 26 28 28
Consideration 10 20 22 20
Cooperation 1 29 30 30
Courage 7 23 27 20
Courtesy 2 23 30 28
Dependability 4 26 30 27
Fairness 5 =25 27 30
Health 22 3 5 5
Honesty 1 23 30 30
Honor 18 11 15 25
Humor 17 12 7 17
Industry 3 27 27 =27
Initiative 14 15 21 10
Leadership 11 19 20 19
Loyalty 3 27 30 28
Morality 21 4 30 27
FNeatness 20 8 15 8
Obedience 5 25 28 25
Optimism 17 12 10 5
Patriotism 8 22 25 25
Pep 15 14 7 5
Perseverance 13 17 20 30
Pdse 7 23 27 25
Popularity 22 3 0 0
Reliability 16 13 25 27
Responsibility 6 24 27 30
Religious-minded 24 1 1 1
Scholarship 4 26 26 26
Self-control 3 22 28 30
Service 6 24 27 29
Sincerity 7 23 29 23
Sociability 19 9 5 10
Sportsmanship 9 21 29 27

Finel
Rank
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TA3LE II - Continued

Yo. OnNn

Qualities Original Yo. Tires Second Yo. on Finel
Yecessary Rank Listed Vote Ballot Rank

at 10 20 22 25 6
%igg id 11 19 30 23 7
Temperance 22 3 8 8 16
Thrift 5 25 22 20 10
Tolerance 23 2 19 21 9
Truthfulness 3 27 30 30 1

The charczcteristics which ranked highest are those considered
by the pupils each year in nominating boys and girls for the
Sons of the American Revolution Medal. Notice concerning these
with definitions is herevith submitted:

"The qualities to be considercd in awarding the S. A. R.
Good Citizenship lledel shall be:

First: DEPEYDABILITY as evidenced in the record of
pur.ctuality, truthfulness, honesty, loyalty,
trustworthiness and self-control.

Second: COOFX=RATION as evidenced by the record in respect
for authority, respect for property, respect for
rights of others and courtesy.

Thirds LEADERSHIP as evidenced by what the pupil has
done to ma%e the school a better school.

Fourth: PATRIOTISHM as evidenced by loyalty to, a knowledge
of the purpose expressed in the preamble of the
Constitution of the United States.

Fifth: No pupil shell receive the "Sons of the American
Revolution lledal” who is not clean in speech and
in personal habits.

Note - These qualities should be studied and considered very
carefully before a vote is cest for the boy or girl who
possesses these in the highest degree. It is sugzested
that this list of "Qualities of Good Citizenship be
preserved and placed in a conspicuour place for frequent
personal check.

Sincerely,

Principal."
Graph I shows the increase of five or more votes in the popular-
ity of a trecit after thce membere took part in a discussion of each.

O«R. on the graph means orisinal renk which the trait had. The



unshaded bar is the mecrure of the orisinal populsrity of the

trait, end the shaded ber reuresents the addition made by the

discussion

end the thouvht it stinul=ated.

The traits vhich —mcined stetus in the group lirted &ccording

to the number of voter and the explenation of increzce ere:

1.

8e

Fe
e

e

Trait

Morality

Tolerance

Ferseverance
Relisbility
Honesty

Ambition

Sportemanship

Adaptibility

Self-control
Responsibility
Service

Honor

Sincerity

Sympathy

Addition

Caure of Omicssion from
Orizinsl Lists

23

19

13

14

14

Concidered as the sum of
z7ood beheviore.

T'ever thousht of as a
charecterictic, by eighteen
pupile.

1y mother says that's studhorn-
ness, by seven pupils

synonymous with dependeability
end responsibility

llore gituationr than students
had conceived possible

Considered selfish aim in order
to win epprovel, but gained
popularity when shown laudable.

lany not interested in
athletics and thou-ht of the
trait only in thet connection.
Considered weakx and without
will power to not sticx to
one's opinione.

Inexperience in cooperative
thinking.

Inexperience in cooperative
thinking, and used to being
told what to do.

Same as above

Same as &bove

Considered part of truthfulness
by many

Lack of cooperative thinking






251«

GRAPH I - AMOUXT OF INCREASE OF FIVE OR MORE VOTES IN THE
POPULARITY OF A TRAIT CAUSED BY GROUP DISCUSSION
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Graph II shows the decrease of five or more votes in the
expressed necessity for a2 trzit after a period of considerztion
and group discussione This graph shows tw> bars for each treait.
The upper bar indicates the original number of votes, and the
lower the final number. Yo explenation was ever ziven which
showed why optirism pép, end cheerfulness should not be con-
sidered necessary. The decline in votes for initiative was
explained this wzy: dependability and adaptibility will get one
a8 far or ferther then initiative, end save time and trouble.

The decrease concerning thrift can be explained by the unemploy-
ment and the fezilure of the stock market, and the effect thece
had upon some of the homes. After thece last recults were
obtained a talk about stability, dependability, fearlessness
and cooperation were givene The results in some instences seem
to show a deeper grasp of the situction end & willinsnecs to
change and not to be dozmatice.

Followins closely upon the investigation just mentioned came
the discussion of being a lady or gentleman - courtesy in all its
fine &nd delicate shades of meszning. After this meetiny e&ach
child seemed more quiet, orderly, and very sinceree. This was the
fourth meeting of the club, and the first timre that & boy hed veen
sent to the "Adjustment Room." TFete had been unruly and defiant
in his previous class. e listened carefully to the stories of
Woodbridge M. Ferris, our Democratic gentleman, of parents'
characteristice, and of heroes from history. At an appropriate
moment the children were reminded thest ell thinss discussed were
personal and not to be repezted as gossip. Tete wars gsgked: "Jould
you like to have these boys and girls be your Jury? As your
teacher's accusation is read you mey deny any part of it but

explenations from a teacher's standpoint will be made by the
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club leader. If you'd rather not have the members of the club
as a jury, the principal, your teacher and the assistant prin-
cipal, or any two of the three named, will hear you priwvately.”
Pete took advanta~e of the offer end club had ite first real
case. Skillfully but kindly they questioned him and before the
period was over he had shown willinsness to apologize and to
promise better behavior.

Twenty-two cases were tried during the firet semester. Only
once did a child say; "I do not went the club es & jury," only
once was it impossible for the membercs to get a response, and
that was the case of 2 boy who had been truasnte. He stood and
looked solemnly at them but said nothiaz. Though he never played
truant again, the club is not convinced that the e:xperience changed
his way of thinkins, nor ﬁis attitude toward 1life or school.

The club somestires sentenced a miscreant who came before it to
serve a n.mber of hours before school or sfter the resular sescion.
This tire allotted by the club was usually longer than a sentence
the administration would iroose, but the child alweys seemed
satisfied. Only one child eppeared before tie club a second

tiree ﬁo well worked out gcystem as to whom the club would "try"
and if necessary punish, was made. The children who had been
suspended from class room or home room for insubordination,
irpudence or failure to do their work had to sit in the zdjustment
room (102) until a convenient tiie for the "sendinz teacher" and
either the principal or assistant principel to have a conference
with theme The conference uruslly was held at noon or night

after dismissal of school, or st 7:20 the following morning.

If a pupil had not been readmitted to clasrs when the club met
Fridey, the third period, his case was adjusted by trial with

the club as a jury.



Of the six members of the writer's social studies classes
who were Citizenship Club members, two were elected officers -
a girl as presidcnt, a boy as clerk. The nazture of the worx of
the ascistant principal is such that sometires her class does
not see her for a whole period; sometires she is in and out of
the room six tires durinz one class period. The precident of
the class, who was also a member of the club, always quietly
took charge znd =saxr that the sscsisned lescon was read and
discuszed, the clerc mede 2 list of the names of the few who
were not on their becst beheavior. TIersons enterins the room made
the assertion thet order was nearly perfect and thet they alweys
looked for the teacher in some cect at the back of the room.

One incident will illustrate the thought, tact, presence of
mind of the president: there was Violet, who was very noisy,
an only chila and badly spoiled. She either had to be scolded
or assigned penelty tire after the dismiseél of school bpefore
she would attend strictly to her own businecc if the teacher was
not present. It was Parent Teacher Association visiting day,
and a conference in progress in the office kept the teacher away
from class. The papers for "checking out" a boy who left for
another state without formally returning his books, etc., lay on
the desk. The president used her head well. Calling Violet to
her, she said: "I believe Miss Johnson would appreciate if we
could get this done for her, and you are an 'A' student, so I
thought you might like to do it." Violet said she had her
lesson studied and the proper permits were issued; the class
went on quietly and smoothly with its work; parents were received
and invited to remain. The president when asked, "‘here is Vioiet?“

replied: "B (') and I decided Violet's errand was more desirous

7y s
\') B is anotler 21kl club member



than her presence would be." That certainly was forethought.

Soon after the organization of the club each child was
assigned a home room, and became the advisor of that home roome.
On certain club deys they would outline the week's lessons and
on the next club day they would go to their home room (*) and
present the lessons. Sometimes, since there were thirty-six
members and only twenty-seven home rooms they woriced in pairs.
If it was found that a certzin type of boy or girl did not do
well in his room a change was made, but very few of these were
necessary. %When studying thrift, as usual, club members were
sent to their room to do their work. The worcst room in respect
to thrift in our school had been assigned to two very capable
boyse. They were two of the biggest boys in school, both very
active, both had poise, and both were eloquent speskers. liore-
over, they had & history of the room which follows:

The Tall previous to this tire this room of forty-five
entered with about two hundred others. They were the least
punctual of all groups, had the highest rate of absence, and had
the most failures. Tney seemed a laewless group in the negative
sense 1if not in all wayse. Their banking average was about 61
percent. The Bank Board asked the Bani llznager, a man teacher,
to speak to them and have a campsizn started in that roome. EHe
talked with them; they promised to do better but in the next
three weeks there was no gaine The principal of the school
was asked to speak on the subject which he did, and asked for
the raisins of hands to show how many would benkX. All hands
were raised. The Ban't Boerd felt elzated; but the next banking

day this room had fallen to 46 percent. A little boy from

(') Assigned - not necessarily the one of which they were
member.
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the Tinth grade was sent and couldn't even get & hearing,
because they jeered and clapped so loudly. A very capable

girl student was sent and vas better received, but accomplished
nothing. UYow was the club's turn. T and R went. They were
asked to come next dey because the resular teacher was ill and
the substitute didn't want to be bothered. The next day was
banking day and the teacher was back but she told the boys
there wouldn't be tire. ‘Jednesday they ceme to their club
leader and said, "\Ve haven't done our duty yeti" Then they
explained the above, and to the question, "“het about today?"
"It is Auditorium," they answered, "we are an usher and a scene
placer or shifter. But we'll do it tomorrow.”" "Aren't you
discouraged?" was sasskede. "l'0, you see each tine we practice we
get better," sgid Te They did 'their duty' Thursday, with the
result that for the next bznkxinz dey that room was 35.4 percent,
next it was 96.8 percent, and the third tine it was 27 percent.
In a year of unemployment one hundred percent cannot be
expectede Of course many of thece members were 9A pupils &and
went to Senior IHich School the next semester. One girl attended
e private school in the Zast but wrote for news concerning the
club. All 9B and BA members asked (') if they misht continue in
this club the next yesre.

The 9A boy chosen to receive the Sons of Americen Revolution
Yedal for citizenship, and the zirl vho received the Daughter of
Americen Revolution ledal for citisenship, were both members of
this Citizenship Club. The boy chosern ac toastmaster for the
9A banquet was enother member of the club, as wes the girl vho

gave the tosst of farewell. The 9A clasc had 314 members.

(') Extrs-curriculer club work allows a pereon only one semecter
in any club. This rulin+ prompted the questione



Some generel results of the Citizenchin Club me) be
mentioned: there was & marked improvement in hall order; in
enswerinsg charges concernins truancy; there was elrso less of

lyinz; confessions of truancy were often ziven before invecti-

[

getions were sterted.

Central High School to vhich most of the Tenst Junior students
are promoted har for tro years held en honor bencuet ezch June.
At this bencuet the honor students are entertcined, and their
names snd honors von are printed in e Llittle bo~zlet. Ixemin-
ation of this showed fifteen of thie club members of the first two
or three Citizenship grouns were gwerded scholership honors, snd
six were given athletic honore.

It wes pleznned to heve thie club continue for a conciderable
period. All memheres were =2llowed to continue semecter after
semecter in it until they were promotecd to Tizh 3choole.e At the
first shift nine members left throuzh promotion, three moved out
of the city or district, anl tvo boys had so meny extra duties
and calls for their services durirg third veriods that they had
to resisn, so only sixteen originzals remained zg a nucleus the
second yeare

The club was continued on much the same order except tuat
pupils were ~iven the added duty of assisting in the game room
at noon. In order to do the club work efficiently a naimber of
committees were appointed. These were: (1) Committee on Super-
vision of Falls; (2) Committec on Ilome Rooms; (2) Committee on
Class room Jork (the pupils especislly good for this work were
to be listed with the Committee so tle t they could be celled

upon to taze charse if a tescher became ill, or wes called upon

for some other vwork); (4) Committee on Functuality; (5) Committee
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on Absence Ixcuses; (6) Committee on YFoon Library Supervision;
(7) on Game Room Supervision; (°) on Correspondence. The nane
of each committee iz self-explanatory of its ind of vorze.

Zvery meetiny had rolil cell and summery of tie previous
meeting, then revort of committees, suzrections for trait to be
emphasized during the weck and tiie manner of decling witha it;
then the maladjusted casec were dealt with.

Through the work of the Correspondence Comiittee a copgy of
a work book whicn seemed very godod vas obtained. It was thne
Junior Discucsion 300% = a punil's work-book for home room
guidance periode and classes in Inglich end Civics in the Junior
Fizh Schools, Zxperimentsl Zdition, prepared by Zlmer arricson
Wilds, and published by the Ixtencion Dcocpertment of Vestern State
Teachers College, Talemazoo, liichizan, 1330.

The number of punils enrolled tlhie second semester was 2Z6.
The ranse of intelligence quotients wags from 121 to 94. The
mezn was 1lll.8, median 11l3. The avercse grede was B plus, but
one child failed due to lazinecs end indifference. In the Fall
term of 1230 the membership was 36 &zain, and esch cnild bousnt
the book mentioned sbove. The first lesson after orzaanizing
wasg Discuscion Tnit Cne - DParliamentary Irocedurc. On Faze 17
is space for notes on outcide reading; but most of this page
was filled with comments from parents who either tooik the child
to some club meetiny or discussed the procedure with him. Tro
meetings were needed for this; then the Unit Two, llenners in the
School; Third wes Wezlth; Fourth wes Hobbies for 3Boys; and Fifth
for Girls; Sixth was Safety, and a great deal cf time wac spent
on this subject. Unit Seven, Bird Study, was omitted, elco Unit

Ten, Fets, end Tnit Twenty-five, Community History, vhich is



carefully studied in the elementary schools as a socizl studics
project. This tooXx the whole semester.

The second semester there wac zn influx of twenty members
so that cheirs had to be brouszht in ezch period to eccommodete
the members. The twenty ne members boujht books and reviewed
what they missed. About the second week of school pupils who
were interecsted enoush to read throush the boo%, besan to azitate
for a pled=e and code. There were 17 pledges end codes found

28 X .

on pages 302-308 of the work book, (23) but the children voted
to adopt as their code the Tart V of Unit Thirty: Our school
air "to develop individuals vho will 'hit on eizsht cylinders:!
These are:

l. Vocational cylinder

2+ THealth cylinder

3. Leisure cylinder

4, Civic cylinder

e Domestic cylinder

6e Social cylinder

7. Moral cylinder

8e Relizious cylinder "
vhich is just another wey of quoting te seven cardinsl
principles of education. They next decided thet the Club needed
a2 new neme. They brousht in sugzestions 2nd finelly decided
upon Better Veest Club.

All of this wor% vas a fourdetion for the advising,

sentencing, and helpiny of maladjusted children.

23+ Zlmer Harrison Wilds Jurior Discusrcion Book, Sxtension

Depa{tment, Jestern Stezte Teachers College, Falamazoo,
fichigen, 1970.
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For a year the Leadership Club contimued the work of
the preceding group except that each member used a work boek
imstead of a scrap book or mote ook for the recording of
lessems, and had as its mame not "Citizenship CIubf but
"Better West Club." | |

During the second semester the Character Council (x)
invited the president of the Better West Clud, the secretary
and the club director to meet with it and discuss student
activities. After ﬁhis conference thestudeat council was
teld to take eover the supervision of the game room and furmish
& number of games available for play each moon.

The mext step taken by the Character Ceuncil wa; to have
one small group work eut the studemnt council's share of
character educatiom. The small committee met. Two of its
members were chosen sponsors of the studemt coumcil. It was to
be greatly emlarged and pattermed upon the Better West Club.
The membership was to be three officers amd one representative
frem each heme room of the scheel. It was to be a club and
meet regularly en club day ence each week. Credit was to be
given for this werk.

The schoel mew had a fime workimg greup- A careful study
of the Constitutien (xx) ef the studemnt council shows the
erganization, aim and persemnel very clearly. By this reergan-
izsation and enlargement of the council the Better West Clud
lest all possibility of having these members as part of its

persemnel. (xxx)

(x) It is the Sypervisory Cemmittee of all character work
undertaken in West Junier High School. For full particulars
concerning Character Ceuncil, see Chapter I.

{xx) Student Coumcil Cemstitutiem is found im Appemdix A

xxx) See Chapter III
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Second, supervision of the halls became a part of the
duties of the student council. Third, matters of thrift and
character development are mow the concerm of the council.
FJourth, if a big sister or drether is meeded to give advice or
te undertake the preblem of calling for an habitually tardy
pupil a member of the student council is chosen. Fifth, school
projects such as lecture courses are sponsored by the student
council. 8Sixth, game reom equipment and supervisien was aleo
delegated to the student council. The change of mame to Better
west Ciub and the loss oI these SiX SpeclilcC auties were not
the enly changes. The reerganizatien or the school sysiem seo
that each club met weekly meant that the Better West Clud
could mot mmet twice on alternate weeks, but must meet every

Friday.

Summary
In conclusion it may be stated that the Citizenship Club

of West Jumier High School was valuable in its effect upon the
selected members who belonged. These members learmed by workimg
tegether that cooperation is mere satisfactory than competition,
Pecanse in cooperation all participants share in the results
and no feeling ot aereat is experiemced by anyeme. They
encountered experiences never thought of in their sheltered
and separate environmeants, and realized by actual experienmce
" that the work caused 9y feolish pranks is useless. A comsider-
ation of ether people was develeped.

Secondly, this experiment showed that work ef this club
was valuable ina Junior High School. It causea the reorgani-

gatieon of the studemt council, but the greatest result was the
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effect upon the school as a whole. The order im the corridors
was impreved, and the attitudes of the children were altered.
They became helpful and courteous to regular and substitute
teachers. In the next chapter amn attempt will be made to

show in detail how the results were achieved.



CHAPTER IV

THE PERSORNEL OF THE BETTER WEST CLUB

In view of the chamges discussed im Chapter III, mamely:
persomnel, duties and time of meeting, it was decided that the
Better West Club of 1931-1932 be an experiment alemg different
lines te see what cou;d be dome with all kinds of students,
instead of the selected emes of the four previous semesters.

Se the club has become more democratic and far reaching in its
results. Abeut the only factors that remained the same were
the purpose and the fact that membership was voluntary. The
only distimctive duty met usurped by the council was that of
serving as a "jury ef peers” in a trial of some maladjusted
child. It was a club on the same basis as ether olubs.

In West Junier High Schoel all students are notified a week
in advance eof the mames of the clubs, the teacher director, the
reom in which each will be held, and any qualificatiens or
limitations which appertain to any clud; i.e.; if a child wishes
te joeinm the Pettery Club the fee is $1.00, the Mimiature Air-
plane Club $1.25, the Camp Ceeking Club is for beys oaly,
Veeden Toy club is fer girls, the Peetry Club for advanced
students, 8A te 9A, inclusive. Fer two evenings after scheol
teachers remained in their rooms and students who called were
teld about the work of their particular clubd. No child could
enroll with any teacher until eight e'cleck om Thursday, the
third week of scheol.

The Better West Club competed this time with the ether
ferty-seven clubs. Timid children, bold youngsters, big and
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little folks came in to see if the motices were correct, amd
if this club was epen to all, and what its mature would be.

The director explaimed it fully, answered all questiens and

teld fermer clud members that they would be welcome if they

could centinue with the werk.

On the morning of enrollment the assistant principal was
at her desk ready to emrell club members and enrelled twenty-
three members within a few mimutes before ether duties called
her away. The mext emtry was the fifth week when a boy deocided
te come teo schoel, altheugh eld eneugh to go on Part-Time-
Centimuatien scheel. The sixth week a big, handsome fellew
who had centrived te emter high school was demeted te the
Junier High School, and he signed for this elub. The seventh
week ome mewcomer to the system was initiated. The eighth
week there were two ethers; mimth week still eme more; and the
tenth week anether eme. The few who entered later were mot
enrelled except as visiters. Omly four of these had belonged
previously to the Better West Club, and three of the four were
9A pupils, and would be out at the semester promoetiomn. Two
ether pupils dropped eut because they were chesen for the
student ceuncil, and one left te go to her mether im Califormia,
and anether was taken to the State Vecational Scheol for Beys,
in Lansing.

At the end of the first semester the members were told that
they might reeamter this clubd and receive credit, dut that there
was no compulsien. Except for those above mentiened, all ex-
pressed a desire te remain and work for the dDetterment of the
scheol. On the day of enrollment the teacher was present at
7:30, se were a few of the applicants; but before long a mether
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of a pupil who had been very ill desired an interview and
the spomsor left a 9A girl in charge, telling her to get the
names of those who were reentering on one sheet of paper, and
te enroll mew members on another sheet. The result was an
enrellment of 49 members. The day eof the first meeting found
13 standing after 36 were seated in the available chairs. Of
these 13, 11 were old members who had studied courtesy, and
after rell call they carried im chairs. After two meetings
the Better West Clubd exchanged rooms with the Spelling Club.
Data concerming all of these 49 members have been obtained,
wut mo recerd of the data fer those whe quit in Jamuary except
the last two mamed cases is givem. All data concerming these
two is retaimed because their records were exceptienal.
Of what kind of childrem was the club composed? What
were their scholarship records? What were their 1nt§1ligeaoo
ratingo? What were their agea? From what kind ef homes did
they come and why kad they Joined the clud? These were
questions of great imterest and would help to solve the most
important questien of what could be done with them and for them.
The information frem school'rocordi cencerning the
members of the Better West Club is shewn im Table III. It
shews that: the club was composed of fifty-ome -ciiors, of
which mumber twenty-feur were boys and twenty-seven were girils.
One boy was present at only ene meeting, a second boy was a
visiter for three weeks. All three grades and six sectiens were
represented. That the 8A class had the greatest represemtation,
as 41.2 percent. of the tetal membership are from this class.
That seven children, five boys and two girls, have mot completed -
one grade each year im Junier High Scheol.
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TABIE III - SCHOOL RECORDS OF BETTER WEST CLUB MEMBERS

Semester Absence Rating
in Jr. from in

No. Sex Grade Age H.S. Club Club

Cede
38 T 8A 13
11 P TA 12
28 F 8A 13
39 P 9A 14
37 P 9A 14
2 X 7A 12
27 F 8A 13
35 M 9A 16
45 ¥ 8aA 13
23 ¥y 8A 13
24 T 8A 13
36 ¥ 8A 13
é F 8A 13
30 M 9A 16
15 ¥ ) 14
21 X 8A 13
5 F 8A 14
34 X 9A 14
29 X 8A 14
44 X 9A 15
13 M 8B 14
20 X 8A 13
33 ¥y 83 12
3 ¥ 8A 14
18 ¥ 9B 14
51, X 7B 15
4 P TA 14
7 X 8A 13
9 P 8 15
43 X 9B 15
14 X 8A 15
16 Fy 93 14
41 F OA 14
19 ¥ 9A 15
850 F 9A 17
46 P 9A 16
12 X 8A 17
8 X 7A 13
1l ¥y 93 15
32 F 9A 16
26 X 8A 16
22 X 8B 16
40 ¥ 9A 14
42 H 8A 15
48 N 9A 16
10 X 93 15
31 XM 9A 16
49 M 8A 13
47 M 8A 17
7 F 9B 16
a5 P 7A 15

O
-f
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Left after
one meeting
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2
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0

3
+ 2

0

3

1
7 Lrt. 1/22
1tLeft 4/1/32 Neme
9 6 Cr
2 0 Cc
5 é B
6 2 B
4 0 c
3 0 Cc
r 4 D
4 0 B
8 11 B
-] 0 Cc
0 2 B
4 1 A
4 9 Left
5 0 A
1+ Left Left

Average
Scholar- o .
ship I.9. Test Date
A 125 NK.I.T. 1/30
Ccr 123 Otis A 1y31
" 123 Io I.‘l'. 1 50
B+ 116 oOotis A 12/31
B 115 Terman A 10/29
Cc 112 Otis A 9/31
3 111 N.I.T. 1/30
C+ 111 Terman A 12/28
B+ 111 ¥.I.T. 1/30
B 110 X.I.T. 1/30
3 109 ¥.I.T. 1/30
c 109 ¥.I.T. 1/30
B+ 107 ¥X.I.T. 1/30
D 107*' Otis 3B 11/31
C 106 X.I.T. 10/29
C 104 X.I.T. 1/30
B+ 103 Terman A 11/30
c 102 otis A 11/31
C 101' Terman A 10/31
D+ 101 ¥Y.I.T. 2/29
C- 100 Termam B 4/31
C 100 ¥.I.T. 1/30
(o 100 Otis A 10/30
C 99 ¥N.I.T. 1/30
c 99 ¥X.I.T. 10/29
K 98 Terman B 4/30
B~ 97 Otis A 10/31
D+ 97 X.I.T. 1/30
c 97 X.I1.T. 1/30
E 97 FK.I.T. 2/29
D 96 Otis A 1731
D 96 Terman B 4/31
c- 94 Termam A 10/30
Cc 93 Terman A 10/30
D 92' Otis. A 3/31
E 91 Otis A 12/31
E 90' Termar A 3/28
D+ 90 Otis A 12/31
D 87 X.I.T. 9/29
C 86 ¥Y.I.T. 4/29
D 84 Termam A 10/29
C 83 Otis A 10/30
D 83 Otis A 11/31
D 83 ¥.I.T. 1/30
E 83 ¥.I.T. 2/28
D 82 ¥X.I.T. 10/29
) 1 82' Otis A 3/31
3 82 ¥Y.I.T. 1/30
D 80 Terman A 11/30
Cc- 73 ¥.I.T. 11/29
D Otis A 10/31
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As shown in Table III; the range of ages for the boys
is 17 - 12, their average age being 14.3, the median age 15,
the mode 15, the yeungest bey in the club was 12. The range
of ages of the girls is also 17 - 12, mean is 13.9, median
is 14, and mede is 14.

A moticeable peculiarity is that in the "B" er lower
group of each grade there is a much smaller répresentation thaa
in the "A" group. Probably this is due to more pride in their
grade as they reach the last section of it. Frem the first
half of their respective grades there are 11 members, i.e.,
22.4 percent.

Twenty-four pupils were not absent frem the club at any
time during the year. In the club rating thirteen members
received superior marks, A, i.e., 25.5 percent. of the group
did exceptional work. Only two persons failed to 4o any work.
Their club marks were E. The boy #51, who was suspended from
the club of his choice because of misconduct was enly present
in the Better West Club at eme meeting. After that he stele
& ocar; droke his parole with the Probation Officer; was
captured by tkhe police, and sent to the Vocational School.

The other boy #48 frankly admitted that he couldm't find anether
club. He didmn't care to belong to the Better West Club; se
another clud was found for him. But ene club day the detectives
called for him and interviewed him. The follewing Friday

he was 111, the third club day Miss Leckhart ef the Secial
Service Bureau and the probation officer imterviewed him, and
the following Friday he had to go to court. Four absences out
of fifteen club days caused his failure. All the others did

average or better work. Of these thirteen who received A grades
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or ratings in the oclub two had A average scholarship, four
B plus, so that 60 percent. were superior students.

The range of I.Q.'s is typical of an unselected group;
the highest was 125, the lowest 70. The mean I.Q. is 97.8,
the median is 98, and the mode is 97. This mean of the
I.Q. ratings is 8.2 points lower than the mean rating 106
of the Citizenship Club. No intelligence tests were given
to the club as a unit, because intelligence tests had pre-
vieusly been given in former schools or in this one previously,
because the I.Q. of each child must be accessible to the
principal and other imterest® d members of the faculty.

In studying columm 4 of Table III the fact is very
noticeable that many newcomers entered the club. The
explanatiens for this may ve: (1) that the clubs with speéial
techaique, such as primting, typing, pottery, require special
training; (2) seme clubs have a limited membership; (3) the
Better West Club reom is next to the office where children
emroll, so there is no effort needed to locate the rooms;

(4) they may be urged by the office to try this club; (5)
the mame of the olub may appeal to them. *

Table IV shows the rélation betweenrn Intelligance
Quotients and scholarship previous to -enberohiy in the Better
West Club. Table V shows the relatien between Intelligence
Quetients and club ratings, and Table VI the relatienship
bPetween clud ratings and average scholarship previeus te

¢lub membership.
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TABIE IV - DISTRIBUTISN OF THE SCHOLARSHIP AVERAGES CIUB
MEMBERS HAD ACHIEVED PREVIOUS TO MEMBERSHIP IN
CLUB IN RELATION TO THEIR INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS

Aye:ggg>Scholarehij Rating Pot.of Pupils
B

Yo. of X_ C D E Belew .

I.Q. Group Pupils Fo. ¥o. ¥o. ¥o. Fo.  sStandard
125-115 incl. 5 2 2 1 0 0 20
112-102 imcl. 13 0 6 6 1 0 53.8
101-90 imcl. 20 0 1 9 6 4 50
87-801imcl. 11 0 1 2 6 2 72.7
73-70 incl. 2 00 1D S | 0 00

Tetals 51 2 10 19 14 6

Table IV shows the distridution of scholarship averages
achieved dy club members previeus to Better West membership in
relation tot he Intelligence Quotients. Educators use the
Intelligence Quotients as a standard measurement of the ability
of the child Teachers expect a higher grade of work from a child
with a kigh I.Q. In general "A" or "B" is the rating a child ia
the 125-115 I.Q. group is expected to make. B is the grade
expected of the 112-102 imcl. groups C of the 101-90 incl. or
"average group” and D of the 87-30 inclusive group. D can be
‘earned by children im the borderline 80-70 group, dut much
effort must be expended to do this.

Table IV shows that 80% of the 125-115 I.Q. greup achieved
the expected ratings. The only exception was the twelve year
old doy who was too immature for perfect integratien and social-
izatien in a Junior High Scheel. Im the 112-102 I.Q. group six
pupils were "up to standard" and seven, or more tham half, were
net doing their best. The "average group” is the largest, which
indicates that this clud is about thesame as the classes in any
schoel. It has 20 percent. E's which required special attentien,
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and 50 percent. were mot functionimg as they should. The 87
te 80 I.Q. greup includes the greatest mumber eof pupils whose
attitudes and habits need investigation and help.

One girl with an I.Q. of 73 appears to be intelligent, but
is shy. Syrian is spoken in her home, so she may have had the
handicap of a foreign language, which caused her I.Q. to be so
Jow. The other girl came into scheol late the first semester,
and is shy and hesitant. This may be due to the fact that her
Prether is on parole from a Western State Vocational School,
and is always in trouble here.

Graph III is a histogram which shows the distribution of
scholastic averages of club members previous to membership in
the Better West Club.

The distridution of club ratings of members in relation
to I.Q.'s is indicated by Table V. It has the same I.Q. groups
and the same number of pupils. No cempleted mark is given a
child who transfers to another school unless tests were givea
beforehand, so three are placed in a column headed "no grade.”

TABLE V - DISTRIBUTION OF THE CLUB RATING OF MEMBERS IN
RELATION TO THE INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS

Club Ratings Left-
No. of x 3 C E ¥o

I.Q. Group Pupils ., . K. g_o__ Ne. Grade
125-115 imcl. 5 2 2 1 0 0 0
112-102 imol. 13 6 4 3 0 0 0
101-90 imcl. 20 3 3 11 1 1 1
87-80 incl. 11 1 4 4 1 1 1

73-70 imol. 2 1 0 0 0 0 1
Totals 51 13 13 18 2 2 3



V2=

GRAFPH III - THE DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOLASTIC AVERAGES
OF CLUB MEMBERS

yy' Axis - No. of Pupils in Better West Clubd
xx' Axis - Grades

20

18

16

14

10




3=

Table V shows that A's were received by children in all
groups, wut that those in the two highest groups received 72.7
percent of them. The B's are of the same number. The bars of
grades as shown on Graph III indicate the distrivution of
scholastic average.

Graph IV is a histogram; it shows the distribution of the
marks of the clud. The line in red shows the range of I.Q.'s
of the clud members amd is shown as & dackgrounmd for neéeosary
cemparison. In order that a comparison of previous marks and
Better West Clud marks may be made easily Table VI is conm-
structed. It has no I.Q. groupings, but shows the distributionm
of clud ratings in relation to the schelarship averages:

TABIE VI - DISTRIBUTION OF CIUB RATINGS IN RELATION TO
SCHOLARSHIP AVERAGES PREVIOUS TO 1931-1932

Scholarship Ne. of A B D
Averages Pupils ¥o. ¥o. ¥o. ¥o.

0 0

2 0

5 0

4 1
1 1

2

3

2

10 3
6

14 3
0

A
3
Cc 19
D
E

6

o oo o

GIHNOOOI

Totals 51 14 12 18

There is a much closer correlation showmn between marks a
pupil has averaged for scholastic work and marks earmed in the
¢lub. One hundred percent is the comparison of the A group, two
girls received A in clud work and were straight A pupils. They
were the enly ones of the 125-115 I.Q. group who were achieving
what the sponsors ef the Imntelligence Test would be pleased te

call their "standard.s






i

GRAPH IV - THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE MARKS OF CLUB MEMBERS
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In the B group there= are three pupils who have fine
reactiens, good attitudes, well developed Judgment, and enough
industry to raise them to A's. Only two are actually B, that
is twenty percent have the expected rating. Half of this
group either did mot put forth as great an effort or did
not adapt themselves readily to the sociability, freedom and
mew aspects of the work of the club. The C group should warm
the heart of any instructor, because 57.9 percent were doing a
superior grade of worke The D ¢ronp\;s even better, 78.7
percent are doing more than might be expected of them. Of the
six persons who have been habitual failures all but two did
aoceptable worke The recognition by the group and the
cooperative element are the two facters that explain this
improvement. |

It would seem reasonable from Tables IV and V to azsume
that teo much stress should not be placed upon the I.Q. It is
s measure of intelligence, dut not innate intelligence only.
It measures development through environmental helps and the
results of industry and ieraoverance. Both of these character-
istics are acquired or strengthened d»y the interest which a
person has in any undertaking. This interest may be aroused
by encouraging his social relatiens and allowing full sway to
his sptitudes so that he may have self-expression. The I.Q.
alone is mot a safe criterion for predicting what the
achievement shall be.

To this point of the discussiem only school records of
the members of the Better West Club have been discussed. The
secial factors concerning each pupil are also important. So

the place of dirth, occupation of the parents, whether the family
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is ®roken or mot, the size of the family, the hobbies of each
clud member, and the social advantages he has received, are
depicted in Table VII. The adjustment or lack of adjustment
te school life is also indicated by the number and kinds of
misdemeanors.

An explanation of some terms used in Table VII may
facilitate its use. Explanation of words used:

() In headings:

Home as the occupation of the mother meesns that she
does not help to earn the family cash income, but stays at home
with her family.

Chores is the word used to indicate that the woman
goes out by the day to do housework, to wash, scrub, take care
of cghildren, or amy such work.

(») In listing kinds of misdemeanors:

Disorder is understeod to be unnecessary noise in a
room or hall, slamming doors or »ooks, throwing paper wads,
whistling.

Disturbance would be poking someone, talking without
permission, laughing at a poor recitation.

Laziness means that the receiver has meglected to do
some reqnired worke.

Forgery does not pertain to checks and momey, But to
excuses concerning absences.

(¢) In the column for social advantages:

Church mears that the child belongs to some church
erganizatien, such as basket ball team, Sunday School Clsss,
erchestra, Glee Club, Junier Cheir.

Club means Scouts, Camp Fire or Girl Reserves.
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Divorce merely means that the father does not live at
hoeme, he may help to support the family.

In some cases where "none"” is shown as the social advantage,
a minus sign would be more accurate. The only thing the child
sees or hears is strife, lawlessmess and wilfulmess. The absence
of comment on language spoken in the home has probably been
neticed, dut except for two Syrian girls, English is the home
language of each of the group.

8ix children do mot have beth of their parents in the
home, but have either a step-father or step-mother. The work
of the fathers is very diversified. The fathers of thirteen

of these children work in factories; so probably have had
little work during the depression. Only three are common
laborers, all the others are professional, political, or commer-
cial.workore. The mothers of twelve children work, so the child
is unsupervised after he returns from school. The lady listed
as "landlady" keeps a rooming and bdearding house. A few
children have attended many schoels. Eighteen have had
misdemeanors, which means too much energy, unsocial attitudes,
®ad habits or inability to adapt one's self to this group.
More than thirty-three percent of the club have some bad
habits.

It is interesting to mote that tendencies to extroversion
predominate in the group. Twenty-four members were interested
in movement, in sports, hiking, using muscles and being active.
Four were interested in music of some kind, mine were interested
in occupational hebbies, two confessed to a desire to make
cellections, one traveling, four were introverts and enjoyed

reading most of all.
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Before these students became members of the Better VWest
Club eighteen had received misdemeanors. That means eighteen
to some degree were maladjusted to the school routine and its
social conduct. The total number of misdemeanors was seventy-
eight and eight pupils needed correction only once. The
distribdution of the remaining seventy was - five pupils received
five or more suspensions from class or home room, and #12, a
boy with many social advantages was the greatest culprite.

#12 is the only son of parents who are old. He has nieces older
than himself. One niece is in the same grade in West Junior
High School at the present time. For practical purposes he
could be treated as an only child.

#31 has two brothers, but both are men with families of
their own. He has the sdded disadvantage that his father is
dead. His mother goes to work at five o'clock in the morning,
and his maladjustments are either truancy or tardiness. He
oversleeps and does mot report at school during the morning
sessions or he is tardy. His trouble is easily diagnosed.

The two discussed above have the same kind of home member-
ship as seven other maladjusted pupils. There seems to be some
connection between the fact that a child has mo dbrothers and
sisters and the fact that it is harder for him to adjust him-
self to the social and industrial l1life of the school. PFifty
percent of the maladjusted students studied are from families
ef only one child.

Of the children whose fathers worked in factories or were
designated as "laborer,"” did not have the social advantage of
membership in any cooperative organization, nor the bdroadening

influence of travel, 57.1 percent were problem children. That
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is, eight of the possible fourteen did not conduct themselves
as self-governing Junior High School pupils without the aiad
given them im conferences with the principal or assistant
principal.

There seemed no need for a study of meighborhoods, because
all the factory workers lived close together, and the children
of professional and business parents who received misdemeanors
lived mext door er even in the same apartment house with
children who were of fine character and socially very cooper-
ative. The three children who came from the poorest district
were very quiet and contributed nothing to the discuseions at
first, dut after the fourth meeting did their share of work
very well. Not one of the three had been in any trouble in
the school.

To further assist the club director in the classification
of the children the six teachers each child had were asked to
give their opinions. The following assortment of statements
was the result:

You will enjoy having this child in your club, unanimous
epinion for sixteen out of the fifty-one children.

She will ruin any club. She's epileptic and has as many
as three spells in one day, unanimous and true.

She will be absent about three-quarters of the time due
to heart trouble, mot & good subject for experiments.

Four men teachers could say mothing nice about five of
the boys and two of the girls. One teacher said about one
girl: she will hang around and be a nuisance.

¥o. 12 i & fine good-matured gentleman, but too lazy teo
be tolerated.






-82-

All the others had divided allegiances. Some teachers
feund them industrieus and well-behaved, while others claimed
they were indifferent trouble makers.

The children themselves were given an opportunity to
tell their attitude toward ratings and an estimate of the
importance of marks. A summary of the children's statements
of attitude toward subjeots is here given:

33 percent. agreed C was & gentleman's grade

9 . wanted good marks and momograms
23 " wanted to kmow enough to go te
High School

6 " didn't care, would quit if allowed

to do se
18 » wanted a parent or relative to
e proud of them.

9 " wished they could take interesting
work and let English and Mathematics
go

2 » wanted to be scholarly and educated

100 percent. expressed decisions
To ascertaim the purpose of the members im joining the
¢lub, each child was given a slip of paper to fill out.
Following is a copy ef this paper:

"Please returm to clerk. Xo name is meeded.

I joimed this clud bdecause

The summary of the pupils' cheice is set forth inm Table
VIIIs
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TABIE VIII - DISTRIBUTION OF REASONS FOR JOINING THE
EETTER WEST CLUB

Reason for Joining No. of Children Percent

1. To make a better school 10 19.60
2. Te become a better citizen 7 13.72
Se To learm the rules of school 7 13.72
4. Interesting 7 13.72
Se Liked the teacher 6 11.76
6. Chance of participation 4 7.84
7. Reputation of being worthwhile 2 J3.92
8. ¥ame sounded good 1 1.96
e Different from others 1 1.96
10. Be with a friend 1 1.96
11. Extra oredit 1 1.96
12. Curioesity 1 1.96
13. When received blue slip he'd be there 1 1.96
14. Yo ether clubd b § 1.96
15. ¥o eme weuld have him 1 1.96

Twenty-six of these motives are for school or personal
bPetterment, so that fifty percent had the same aim and objective
as the instructer.

Since many educators accepted the classification that June
Dewney used in her Will Temperament Tests, and it was most
familiar to the spomsor of the club, it was used. This is the
classification:

Wilful Aggressive - means that a child had initiative
and determination.

Slew, Tenacious and
Accurate - 1is self-explanatory.



Explosive - means that the child was easily
influenced but that interest could
not be sustained. The child is alse
quick tempered, i.e., lacks self-
control.

Ome day the children of the club wrote the stories of
their lives. From these have been ascertained the number of
vilful aggressives, slow, accurate, tenacious and explosive
types, as tabulated in Table IX:

TABLE IX - DISTRIBUTION OF THE THREE TYPES OF PERSONALITIES
ACCORDING TO I.Q.'S AS SHOWN BY THEIR CONFESSIONS

I1.Q. Wilful Slow, Tenacious Explos- Unha
Group ¥o. Aggressive and Accurate __dve Hoﬁs———ggﬁhol
125-115 2 2 3 0 0 0
112-102 13 2 6 5 2 0
101-90 20 1 9 10 2 4
87-80 11 1 6 4 o 2
73-70 2 _0 2 1__0
Tetals 51 6 26 19 5 6

There were acoording to this classification six potential
leaders with twenty-six plodding and tenacioeus ones who lacked
initiative and self-assertiveness, but could be used to advantage
to ocurb and hold in check the mineteem of the explosive type.

Of the five who showed unhappiness at home four were from droken
hemes and the other had a crippled mother. Five of the six

who were unhappy in school were older than the mean of the
group. ZXEleven children were somewhat maladjusted and should

9e made happy in this new society.

Wanting a further oheck upon types, a Sample Test #1,
Diagrosis of Character by Desires was devised and given:



DIAGNOSIS BY DESIRES
SAMPLE TEST #1

Name H.R. Drade

1. Do you envy persons whose pictures are
seen in the newspapers?

20 Check the kind of person you envys:
Rich
Criminals
Benefactors
Yone

Se Do you dream of great things you would
like to do?

4. Do yeu like ®iographies?

Se Do you like to t ake part in all kinds
of activities?

6. Do you like to bdoss the others?

7. Do you start out enthusiastically but
soon lese interest?

8. Do you want to make the world better?
9. Do you feel you'd like to own things?

10. Do you enjoy arts - music, pictures,
poems?

11. Do yeu accomplish what you are
supposed to do?

12. When you have your oewn household, will

your children be treated as you are now?

Date

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No
Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No




Judging the personality is done from certain combinations.
Tor example, if question 1 is answered mo, 2 is answered none,
8, 9 and 11 are answered yes, the child is classed as slow,
acocurate and tenacious in type. The results of this testwere
almost the same as recorded in Table IX.

This test has two questions which really tend to prove a
person explosive. If the answer to question 7 is yes, and
question 11 is answered by mo, the child does not have deter-
mination, self-control, mor perseverance. Aside from helping
the sponsor, this test was thought-provoking for the children.
TABLE X - DISTRIBUTION OF THREE TYPES OF PERSONALITIES

ACCORDING TO I.Q.'s AS SHOWN BY SAMPLE TEST #1
ANSWERS.

Wilful and Slow, Accurate
Group No. Aggressive and Tenacious Explosive

125-119% 5 3 2 0
112-102 13 2 8 3
101-90 19 1 8 10
87-80 11 2 7 2
73-70 2 0 2

Tetal 50 8 27 15

Note: #51 left after one day's attendance at
club meeting. Ran away with some others
in a stolen car. His 1ife history was
ebtained that one day.
The difference between the findings lead to the assumption
that the diagnostic sheet was not conclusive enough. By use
of Tables IX and X and classification of the clubd members the
sponsor felt able to guide and control each ome's inclination,
until the group put each in his place, as it did in a surprisingly

short time.
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Summary

The careful study of the records presented in this
chapter show that the members of the Better West Club were
not a homogeneous group. In it were found the oldest children
of the school, seventea: years of age, and others only twelve
years of age. Some of these children were from broken homes,
and a small number of them say they were unhappy at home.

A small percentage have been pampered and waited upon at
home because there were no other children. Consequently they
need much pr;ctice in sharing with oether children and cooper-
ating with them instead of thinking only of their own wills
and desires.

There is a wide range of Intelligence Quotients as well
as & wide variation in scholastic achievements. Almost
fifteen percent are repeaters, i.e., they have failed to
progress at the normal rate.

The clud membership is not a typical eross-section of
the school, although it is a representative group. It contains
the good and the bad; the poor and the rich;y the intelligent
and the retarded; the thoughtful and the thoughtless. There
were eighteen maladjusted children members of the Better West
Club, which is 35.2 percent of its membership. In fact more
than 50 percent of the maladjusted pupils of the school were
in it. The percent of maladjusted in the entire school for one
semester is 2.5 percent.

The conduct and interest of the clud members were very
difersified, but they became welded into one clud fer the

expressed purpose of self-improvement and school betterment.
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CHAPTER V

ORGANIZATION, PROCEDURE AND PROJECTS
OF THE BETTER WEST CLUB

In the preceding chapter the personnel of the Better West
Club was considered and the conclusion reached that it was not
a true representation of the enrollment of the school. Though
net a cross section of West Junior society it was composed of
a large mumber of those who needed help and guidance. It is
hoped that a study of the work of this group would effectively
show the value of clubs toward self-confidence, responsibility
and leadership. Chapter V is an attempt to show in detail
how the group organized and in what manner the members worked
together. It will also show the results of the undertakings.
The methods used will be informally presented in order to con-
form to the sctual method used in conducting the club. The
sources of all materials will also be presented. These members
had presumably chosen this club for a great variety of reasons,
80 at the first meeting they were requested to explain their
choice, then the roll was taken and an explanation of the
purpose of the club was carefully made. They were also told
that the club was their organization, that they could propose
any plans that furthered the development of unity among them-
selves and better conduct in the student body. After this
preliminary discussion the opportunity ¢o elect officers was
given.

Code 31, & big boy who had been in the school many semesters
(see Table III) was chosen president. He was well liked but.w.s
much older than most of the others, so a certain member was

asked to account for this selection. This was done one noon






when only three of the club members were doing some work. The
report was: "#31 is a good sport, he's kind hearted, he's
truthful, but he has a bad reputation which he ought to have a
chance to live down.” The girl who took charge of the adjustment
room and helped at noon saids "If #31 is given some specifio
work, his interest may be aroused and it is possible that he

may become less indifferent in other school duties."

The vice-president was another fine-looking, attractive
young man who was retarded one semester, but he was a new boy in
West Junior High School. No questions were asked concerning his
election, the probable explanation is that he was new, attractive,
well-dressed, immaculate, and had poise and a good vocabulary.

A 9A girl was chosen as clerk; dut at the next meeting she
was requested to play the piano for another group, and by the
end of the first month she had to resign from the club, because
the demand for her music talent was too great. On the day of her
resignation #12 entered. He was almost seventeen years, over
six feet tall, and was one of the best appearing boys in the
school. It was the opinion of the writer that he was chosen as
a joke. He was an habitual failure and had gotten into more
trouble than all the other membere of the club combined. He had
32 misdemeanors. However, the responsibility of the choice
rested with the group, so he was installed as had been the others.
After that every FPriday that this member was present (he fractured
his ankle and had to stay off of his foot for two weeks) he per-
formed his duty very well and had a fine spirit.

An all "A" student, Code #38, with the highest I.Q. was
chosen secretary-treasurer.

The Sergeant-at-Arms chosen was Code #44. His drother was






the only one, #47, who did not vote for him. VWhen #47 was asked
why he so voted by one of the boys, he said: ?#44 is larger than
I and younger; he is well liked in the neighbofhood. I won't

add to his glory."

There is no necessity to go into a discussion of the duties
of president and vice-president, but an explanation of the clerk's
duties are in order. The clerk's duty was to go to the sponsor's
room before club meeting every Friday and get the class cards,
the pads for absentee reports, the seating chart, and the lesson
plan dook. He was required to keep a record of all absences,
sign reentrance admits, indicate if these were for illness,
Business absence, for truancy, or other reasons. He placed these
reports and records on the teacher's desk in adjustment room after
club, also all names submitted to the clerk by the sergeant-at-
arms for lack of attention, disorder or disturbance during the
cludb sessions were kept.

The secretary-treasurer's duties were to take the minutes
of the meeting, and receive and givet o the clerk any lesson
plans, data, poems, examination papers, etoc.

A committee for the choosing of the most essential character
traits was appointed. It's membership was seven, and was named
the Characteristics Committee, usually ocalled "C.C."

A committee for finding literature concerhing character was
appointed. It was called the Resesarch Committee, and had nine
members.

A committee for mottoes, slogans and poems was appointed.
It's name was the Best Words Comnittee. It had only three members.

The Student Welfare Committee and the "Watch" were the other

two committees. The VWatch was a committee of four who saw that
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lights were turned off as the olub adjourned, that shades were
adjusted, the plants watered, and that the floor, walls, and
blackboards were clean.

At the next meeting the list of 45 necessary qualifications
had been placed upon the board, and the chairman of the Character-
istics Committee took charge of the discussion. The sponsor was
called upon to define some of the qualifications, and dictionaries
were used in a good many cases. A few illustrations are here
given to show how eliminations were made.

Chairman: What does adaptability mean?

CC Member: To fit into any group or Joi.

Chairman: What is necessary in order "to fite"

Another Member: Tact |

Third Member: Courtesy

Pourth Member: Censideration

Chairman: Shall we retain adaptability, or use it

as & part of some other family?

The decision was that courtesy be used, niso ;ooperation.

Ambition was voted as inducive to pugnacity and competition;
that one should not be too ambitious, it made one self-centered.

Cleanliness was retained.

Carefulness, honesty, honor, reliability and truthfulness
were all classed as one - honesty.

By the end of the period twenty characteristics had been
discussed. This discussion was again resumed at the next meeting,
but someone moved that the other committees if ready submit their
reports. It was suggested that the Research Committee's report
might make available bdooks which would clarify the meanings of
some of these traits.

The Research Committee submitted the names of these three






-92a

different work books:

D. S. Morgan - Case Studies for Classes in Civics

E. H. Wilds - The Junior Discussion Book

¥.¥.Charters - Conduct Problems Grade 8, Playing the Game
The 9A's immediately vetoed Morgan's Work Book because it is
used in the 9B Social Studies classes, and they had considered all
the cases. Wilds' book was the one previously used by the club
and everyone liked it, but its cost was 557 and due to scarcity
of employment many students felt they could not afford to buy it.
¥. ¥. Charters' Work Book cost 417 and was very much smaller,
so the ocludb voted to study cases out of all three books, and also
actual happenings, but to have no personal work book.

The second half of the report was a 1list of books suitable
for young folks and telling of wonderful deeds. Some of these
were taken from the bibliography of the above quoted work books;
some were suggested by former teachers, parents and friends;
twenty-two of the list of B rty books are in the school library.

These names were placed on the board with the names of the
suthors, and the oclub was set to work to arrange them by authors
in alphabetical order. Ome girl was throuizh in twenty-three
minutes, three boys ended at twenty-seven minutes, so close to-
gether that they were coredited with the same score. Xleven of the
children were not done when it was time to leave. Code #45 was
the girl who finished first, she tore strips of paper and wrote
suthors' names and abbreviations of books upon each and shifted
them into positions. She had three errors. Thisd evice has
possibilities for study of invenuity, thoroughness, ocarefulness,
perseverance, self-control, cooperation, but it was not planned by
the sponsor so accomplished little except a busy social time, and
a 1list of books which have been helpful to the club, and are

Placed in Table XI.
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TABLE XI - SUGGESTED BOOKS THAT PUPILS MAY USE TO ADVANTAGE

In School
Author Name of Book Library
Adams, E.C. & Foster V.D. Heroines of Modern Progress Yes
Adams, J. Making the Most of One's Mind »
Badt, BE. L. Everyday Manners for Boys and
Girls No
Baldwin, J. American Book of Golden Deeds Yes

’11.', V. B.
Bolton, S. X.
] ]

Brownlee, J.
Calvert, M. R.

Child', E. H.
Coe -
Conde, B.

Conde, B.

Cunningham, ¥. H.

Drury, S. S.
Drury, 8. 8.
Eichler, L.
Elliott -

Hague, Chalmer, Kelly

Hargy, E. Je.
Heermance, K.
Hanter, G. V.
Livermore, G.
Iabddbock, J.
MoSkimmon and

Mead, E. C., and Abel, Te.

Moore, H. H.
Morgan, D. 8.

nrria, J. and StoC].&ir. A.

Parsons, G.
Post, E.
ROQ‘, T. H.

Richardson, A. S.

Sangster, M.

L.
G.

Lynch

Starrett, H. E.
Thompson, A. V.

Tower, S.F. & Lunt, J.R.

Vade, X. H.
Villians, S.

Your School and You, p.156-182 »

Famous Leaders Among Women »
Lives of Girls who Became

Famous "
Lives of Poor Boys who Became

Famous "
Character Building in School No
Everyday Living for Boys

and Girls Yes
The Fun of Saving Up "
Heroes of Everyday Life i
The Business of Being a

Friend No
Mannered Home »
Conduct, Character and Study Yes
Backbone ¥o
The Thoughts of Youth »
Etiquette Problems in Pictures »
Training for Effective Life »
Studies in Conduoct Yes
How to be Happy tho' Civil ¥o
The Ethics of Business »
Civic Biology "
Take it From Dad "
The Use of Life "
The Magic Spear Yes
Good Manners for Children "
The Youth and the Nation »
Living and Working Together »
It Can Be Done Yo
The Land of Fair Play »
Etiquette Yes
Loyal Citisenship "
Adventures in Thrift "

Good Manners for all Occasions No
The Charm of the Well "
Standards & Practices of Athletiec
Administration-Supt. Publie

Instruction, Lansing, Mich. Yes

Science of Common Things,

Pe 305-333 ~ ¥No

The Wonder Workers Yes
[ J

Successful Americans
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Finally during the fourth meeting this list of fifteen
qualifications essential to success was evolved:

l. Cleanliness
2. Cooperation
3. Courage

4. Courtesy

5. Dependability
6. Health

7. Honesty

8. Industry

9. Initiative
10. Leadership
1l. Loysalty

12. Punctuality
13, Self-control
15, Tolerance

As soon as these characteristics had been decided a test
was compiled to find out how these children ranked in knowledge
and Judgment concerning these.

It is well known to teachers that many personality tests of
character, social emotional traits, end will-temperament have
been devised. Some of these are June Downey Will Temperament
Test, which centers about motility as shown in the handwriting
and is used to measure speed, freedom from inertia, flexibility
and care for detail, assurance and resistance to opposition,
coozdination, inhibition and impulsion. Profiles may be plotted
on the basis of these tests and the child may be placed as a:

l. Wilful, aggressive type

2. 8low, accurate and tenacious type

3. Explosive type
Brotmarkle Comparison Test, Fernold Ethical Perception Test,
and Pressy X - O Tests for investigating the emotions are other
character tests. Fernold's Ethical Perception Test is a device
for testing persistence by the length of time a child will remain
standing with his heels off the floor; it measures not fatigue,

but willingness to undergo discomfort and monotony. Pressy has
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tried to do this by having the child oross out of separate
lists words which antagonize him, or worry him, or are immoral.
The number and quality of these words crossed out tend to show
the emotional breadth of the individual. Emotional attitude
is tested by giving completion tests, i.e., sentences with
several possibilities to choose from. Hart Test of Social
Attitudes and Interests, Koh's Ethical Judgment,Upton Chessell
Citizenship Scale are some of these tests. Our s chool had none
of these and tests of this nature were needed at once. Con-
sequently a test shown in Chapter VI was made and given.

Yo discussion of the questions therein was carried on, and

no mention was made of the test, except if a child asked about
it he was told that it had not yet been graded as to final
marke.

Two weeks before the school term ended when all fifteen
qualifications had been carefully studied with a view of
gaining full knowledge of the meaning of each concept, and
opportunities for practice had been provided, the same test
was repeated. Chapter VI Table XII will show its finding.

Each of the fifteen qualifications was carefully studied
and the members were asked to make the best definition possible
of it. A detailed lesson plan for the study of Cleanliness
is given below, and will serve as an illustration. It is as
follows:

The sponsor had charge of the discussion for the first
unit. The name was first placed on the board. The definition
was next decided and written into the outline. Then the
situations involving cleanliness were listed.

The blackboard outline is here shown:
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CLEANLINESS

1. Definition - free from dirt, pure
2. Situations involving cleanliness are:

() Physical cleanliness

1) Person

2) Clothes

3) Desk and floor near it at school
4) Home

5) Papers handed in
(b) Personal and Community Sanitation
1) Putting pencils, fingers, etc., in mouth
2) Drinking out of oups used by others
3) Other niceties of conduct
4) Smoking
(¢) Mental
1; Vile stories
2) Swearing

Making use of practical situations regarding physical
cleanliness and personal commnity sanitation was easy. The
Sergeant-at-arms gave names to the clerk of any person whose
hands, clothes, including shoes or hair was not clean and neat.
Inspection of desks (only the top was for the use of these
persons) and the floor was made by the writer after each meeting,
and during the meeting by the "Watch,” who also reported to
the clerk. Stories of the other situations were studied and
decisions were discussed, defended, oriticized in the 1light of the
modes of the present leaders of polite usage.

Case studies on Cleanliness could not be found in Charters
Conduct Problems for Grades 6, 7 or 8, so some were made up by
the sponsor with the help of an English teacher and studied in
the usual way, except that the work was placed on the board
instead of read from a work book.

Unit 9 in Wilds' The Junior High School Discussion Book,

Care and Repair of Clothing was studied, and also Unit 14,
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Commnity Sanitation, after certain parts were omitted. Tests
for the most part were oral discussions at the end of the unit.
A true-false set of statements usually was the final and these

scores were used in mesking up the average or rating.

COOPZRAT ION

1. Definition - Ability to work for the good of the group,
peacefully and helpfully with the group.

2. 8ituations involving cooperation are:

Competition with other students

Parents desire for child to excell

Teachers demands for & certain grade of work
Neighborhood projects of beauty and
cleanliness

(e) City projects of beauty and cleanliness

a0 O

2. Factors involved are:

&) Unselfishness

») Spirit of helpfulness

¢) Courtesy

d) Tact

e¢) Understanding so that rebuffs do not
hurt and embitter one

f) Industry
g) Self-control
h) Dependability

For practice in thinking of this Charters Conduct Problems
Grade 8, No. 20, "The Game's The Thing” was very thought pro-
voking, (p. 43), also Fo. 25, "Second Fiddle" p. 53, and Fo. 32,
*"Two Viewpoints.” The last was a study in oéoperation with a
group against the interests of the folks of the future and others
of the state. Also the use of Wilds Unit 13, Cooperation, p.130,
which uses all situations before stated and finishes with a
look into the future.

The following is copied exactly from Wilds because the
children said they felt the importance of cooperation when they
realigsed its application to adult 1life:
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"Cooperation in Adult Life:
A = Industrial Coopération
1) Between employer and employee
2) Among industrial concerns
B - Commercial Cooperation
Elg Cooperative buying
2) Cooperative selling
C - 8ocial Cooperation
1) Churches
2) Clubs
3) Charity and social welfare

The test given for cooperation was an experiment conducted
in this way:

A notice was read to the club in the same way that notices
from the administration are often read to the cludb group, home
room or class group. It stated that the Social Studies Teachers
of ¥West Junior High School wanted volunteers to help in a
"Washington Celebration” in the suditorium. Many kinds of work
besides acting would be needed, and each volunteer should leave
his name and the kind of work he would be willing to do with
the assistant principal before Wednesday of the following week.

By noon of cludb day nineteen names had been received.
During the noon and after school consultation perio@ seven
club members called to ask for particulars. There was no
response from four.

Another test for cooperation was the request for two large
maps showing industries of the United States and of the world.
The industries should be shown by small piotures drawn or pasted
in the ocorrect positions on the map. The club voted to have a
committee receive pictures and place them in & file to be reserved

for this purpose. The children were to bring these pictures to
the next clud meeting. Every child drought some small picture,



bit of cotton or wool, and suggestions to work on the project.

Thirty-nine children came in at noon or night to work out this

project.

COURAGE

l. Definition - Bravery, valour.

2. 8Situations involving courage ares

b
c
d
e
4
€
(n)
(1)

Confessions of wrong done
Reporting a child seen doing wrong
Taking a stand with a person in
difficulty with a group

Rescuing a child from danger

To tell the truth

To withstand temptation

Courage to stop others from doing
what should not be done

Courage to be a good sport and
laugh when laughed at

Courage to tell a friend his faults

3¢ Yactors involved:

a
b
c
da

The case

Fearlessness
Judgment
Truthfulness
Justice

studies used were: Morgan's Case Studies for

Classes in Civics, "There were others also,” Case No. 27}

Charters Grade 8 Case 6, The Unprotected Hoﬁso; Case No. 9,

The Poor Sport; Case No. 3, The Ten O'clock Scholar; Case No.

17, Safety Last; No. 18, A Regular Fellow; No. 21, A Question

of Ownership; Wilds Unit 15, Good Sportsmanship.

A set of true-false questions were given to test the

knowledge of courage of the children.

COURTESY
P

1., Definition - Politeness, good mannerse.

2 Situations involving courtesy are:

(1) Personal - an integration of the whole personality,

right attitudes, knowledge of customary
behaviore.
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(2) Manner situationss
a) Manners in School
b) Manners at home
¢) Manners in public places

Situations may involve:

a) A new child in school

b) Talking about people who are
discussed at home

(¢) Protecting unknown person's property
(The Golden Rule is a safe one to
apply in this case)

{d; Disregarding gossip

e) Those less well educated

3. Factors involved are:

Inner refinement

Spirit of kindliness
Politeness

Knowledge of social usages
Civic behavior patterns

[ Y- )

The case studies used weres Wilds, Units, 2, 12, 163
Charters Case No. 1, The New Pupil; No. 4, Professional Ethics;
¥oe. 7, A Friend in Need; No. 8, Gossip; No. 19, The Imperfect
Hostess.

Courtesy, dependability and honesty were tested by sending
a request to the home room teacher of each pupil, as follows:
»Please report on the following students on each item indicated:

Conduet When

Name of Courtesy in Courtesy Dependability Teacher is o
Student Home Room in Halls 4in Home Room Out of Room Comments

l. Joe Black

2¢ Nellie Gray

3¢ Theo. Patrick
5; Vayne Right

Signature of Home Room Teacher
Please return this to Room 102 on the Monday after it is received.

Thank you. Jennie E. Johnson -
Assistant Principal.”
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_DEPEXDABILITY

1. Definition - the reputation of being able to
answer for one's conduct and
obligations; a man of his word,
punctual, careful, accmrate.

2. Situations involving dependability are:

(a) Doing what you know should be done
(responsibility)

b; Xeeping your promise .
¢) Good judgment as to what is the right

thing to do
Se Factors involved:

Thoroughness
Faithfulness
Feeling of duty
will
Perseverance
Interest
Health

Pep

SmHho0 o

Our Sons of the American Revolution Committee (see Chapters
II and III) places Dependability first in its lists and gives as
factors basic to it - honesty and self-control, dbut this clubd
said honesty makes for dependability, and both should be listed.

Charters Case No. 2, The Campfire Girls do a "Good Deed,"”
and Case No. 11, The Careless Custodian, were studied in this

connection.

HEALTH
—————

1, Definition - The state of being physically and
mentally well, not sick.

2. Situations involving health are:

a) Food

b) Exercise

c) Rest and sleep

d) Posture

e) Clothing

f) Preventative measures, i.e.

Vaccination
Toxin Antitoxin
Quarantines, etc.
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3., Factors involved:

Temperance
Judgment
Industry
Thoughtfulness
Cheerfulness
Optimism
Self-control
Cleanliness

L LYY X X-X

The nurse usually comes Auring the third period each day,
so the club hears the calling of various children who have
expressed a desire to see the nurse. They see some released
to olasses, some to clinic room, some to go home, and occasionally
one put into the nurse's car and taken home.

Projects as suggested by Wilds, Unit 3, Health, were under-
taken, and also Charters Case Study No. 24, Does the End Justify
the Means, was used.

A health chart was made and kept by each member for one

monthe There was no other test.

HOFESTY

Honesty seems to be the outstanding characteristic in the
minds of all educators. To be honest & person must be conscien-
tious, open, above board and fair, you must recognize honesty
in others, and help them to be careful of property, you must
encourage &lso all friends to be honest, and recognize the fact
that there is a clear choice of honest dealing, one right and
one wronge.

le Definition - Being frank, free from fraud, just
and full of honor.

2. The situations and factors where honesty must be
displayed are listed together:

(1) Truthfulness involves:
&) No misrepresentation in excuses for absence
b) No exaggeration in telling of some personal deed
c) No bragging of families or possessions
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(2) Accuracy involvess
a) Grade your own paper with exactness
b) Grade another's paper with exactness

(3) Honors

Return money you have borrowed

Return articles found

Report help received on lessons at home
Do not copy anothers' work

Do not cheat

Keep & promise

Give full value - true measure and work
Return money or tickets when selling
tickets

RO OM

—
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ect for property:

Do not mar school or public property
Pay for any break or damage

Return books borrowed

Do not cut across lawns

Do not pick flowers growing in parks
or boulevard on way to school

Do not take towels or spoons from
hotels, restaurants, etc.

H 0oRAOCUDP

Can Y
S’

The children challenged the statement that the dishonest
person is & continual menace to society, and asked for a debate;
but taking Courtis' contentions into consideration a lesson in
cooperation was undertaken instead. All children wrote their
opinions of this statement and defended it or gave instances
where honesty was not the best policy. A person just regaining
consciousness should not be told that his beloved wife was
killed by his side, and similar cases were accepted, but pupils
were warned that exceptions proved the rule.

Caiea studied from Charters: No. 2, The Campfire Girls do
& "Good Deed;” No. 10, The Extra Passengerj; No, 12, The Unofficial
Banker; ¥Yo. 13, The One Cent Sale; No. 15, The Wrecking Crew;
No. 16, The Second Sgvers; No. 23, Poor Publicity; No. 27,

The Easter Bonnet; No. 29, Borrowed Finery; No. 31, The Bungled
Bags and also Wilds Unit 84, Honesty.
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INDUSTRY

1. Definition - Ability and inclination to work

2. Situations involving industry are:
a) Errands for parents and neighbors
b) Chores at home
¢) School work
d) Music practice, swimming or ball practice
e) Care of pets

3. Factors involved:

a) Self-reliance
D) Perseverance
c) Will

Wilds Unit No. 22, Budgeting of Inocome and Time VII was
used. The Time Budget is as follows:
(a) Importance of time budgeting

(b) The mecessity for concentration
1. Time for work
2. Time for play

(¢) Making a work program
(d) Worthy use of leisure time
The timing of work done in the club, the check on children
day dreaming can be done as well as the cleanliness check up.

This check up is the only test given.
INITIATIVE

l. Definition - The faculty of starting or introducing
something new. Being different.

2¢ 8Situations involving initiative arose often in the club.
The sponsor went with the nurse to see a sick child,
or had to interview a parent, leaving the club president
and members to do as they wished. If the lesson was a
continuation of the one before the matter was not
propitious for initiative, but if the president had
prepared nothing excepting a test, then he called the
meeting to order. The president did not have much
initgative or imagination. The other members often
had to help him in planning the work for the hour.
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3. Factors involved:

&) Creativeness f) Perseverance
b) Self-assertiveness (g) Decision

¢) Decision h) Industry

d) Insight i) Interest

e) Imagination J) Purpose

Studies were made to impress upon the children that
novelty did not guarantee usefulness, and that old usages
that were of proven value should be adhered to. Then Charters
Case No. 14, The Xmas Gift, was studied, to show that a thing
striven for can be obtained, and a study of Case No. 30, Breaks

of the Game, showed the wrong use of initiative.

LEADERSHIE
Leadership is one aim of education. Schools need to foster
growth of leadership, because every magazine and newspaper this
past year especially has deplored the lack of it in the United
States.

1. Definition - The ability to direct other folks
under any circumstances.

2. 8Situations which eoncern leadership are:
&) Belling tickets for school ooncert or play
b) Carrying on an election campaign
¢) Raising money for a class memorial
d) Starting some new reform

3. PFactors basic to it are:

Self-assertion

Ambition

Ability to fire others with enthusiasm
Ability to direct

Initiative

Dependability

Judgment

FYairness

L Y - XXX ]

No case study was found, so situations from the experience
of the children and their parents were introduced. One or two
11lustrations will be sufficient to explain how thie was done.
#13‘733 bYorn in Herrin, Illinois. His folks lived there during
the texrrible trouble a few years ago (1926) and he told of how a



P O+ .
P T~




~106-

mob of people were chasing a leader of industry. He had taken
refuge in a certain section of the town and a working man told
him to go to his home. Then Mr. Person saw the fugitive seated
in a chair and taking his hat he calmly walked down the street
toward the mob. They yelled at him and questioned him. Very
quistly he answered all their questions and then talked to
them of his interests and theirs and finally persuaded them not

to do any damage in that part of the town at that particular
time, dut to give up their hunt and go home.

Another contribution was made by #37, a quiet ladylike girl,
born in Urbana, Illinois, who told about an Ohio flood when her
aged grandmother was rescued from a floating home by a group
encouraged to do so by a real leader.

Wilds Unit 11, Leadership, was later voted the best unit
of the course, by a vote of 39 to 7, and as requested was sent
to the Character Council. Because of this fact, this unit is
included verbatim:

l. The need for good leaders

A. In Government

B. In industry

Ce In education

De In our own community

E. In our school
l. As class officers
2¢ As members of student council
3¢ As committee members
4. As squad captains

5. As captains of teams
6. As managers of activities

II. The attributes of a good leader

A. Be a good follower first

B. Be fair to himself and others
Ce Liberal in his views

D. Able to control himself

E. Of sound Judgment

F. With plenty of initiative

Ge. Willing to serve

H. Willing to listen to counsel
I. Honest and fearless
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III. Training for leadership

A. Obey your present leaders
B. Practice self-control
C. Practice doing something to help others

De Overcome timidity

E. Expect more of yourself than of others

F. Lead in something every chance you get
IV. Great Leaders of History

A. A few great leaders -

l. Bismarck 9. Rockefeller

2. Napoleon 10, Ford

3¢ Washington 1l. Jane Adams

4. Linceln 12. Clara Barton

5. Grant 13. Frances Willard

6. Lee l4. TFlorence Nightengale
7. Roosevelt 15. Alice Freeman Palmer
8. Wilson 16. Madam Curie

B. What made these leaders great
LOYALTY

le Definition - faithfulness

2. Situations and factors involved:
zu; One's own self - as faithfulness to ideals
b

To one's family - one excuses his mother's
temper, his father's laginess, etc.

c) To one's group and pals
d) To the school

e) To the city

f) Patriotism

g

Reverence to God

Morgan's Case Studies in Civics, Case I, was reviewed by a
9A who had Jjust studied it. It involved questions of loyalty to
a fellow culprit. Case 2, School Honor and School Spirit; Case 4,
Personal Views and the Law; Case 5, Personal Influence and the
Law; Case 6, Personal Honor and Public Spirit, were also studied.
In connection with this topic, the following experiment in
loyalty of the students to the school was conducted, unknown to
the participants:

At the beginning of the year being considered the policy of
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having suditorium programs during the third period was continued
for a few times. All pupils who could were urged to dbring 10¢
to help pay the $50.00 for the lecturer, &as they had been the
previous year, but very little money was collected. The experi-
mentor then sought the home room teachers of her club members
and received exact data regarding the number who brought the
dime. At the beginning of a club meeting about midway between
the first auditorium and the time for a second one, blank pieces
of paper were passed out and the children told to state why they
did or 4id not contribute to this auditorium fund. Neames were
not required.

Examination of these returns showed thirteen admitted they
were too poor to pay for extra things like entertainment; (there
were eight in the club whom the assistant principal supplied
regularly with meal tickets because they were unable to have
enough nourishing food.) Three pupils who had paid 10Z or more
said they paid because the school thought these meetings were a
good thing and our school was the only one having such lectures.
Seven paid to boost their home rooms. Five said they didn't
like the lectures, and wouldn't pay to be bored. Seven questioned
the necessity of paying, as it was in school time, and attendance
at the entertainment was compulsory. Two pupils reported that
they had forgotten to dbring any money, and two were absent, 8o
they could not give any account. At that time membership of the
clud was 49. In checking with home room teachers it was found
that 14 had paid, so some who claimed they couldn't or wouldn't
pay were probably anticipating the future lecture.

Discussions of loyalty were not started until after this
experiment. The two reasons of the ten constituted the subjects

for the first lessons on loyalty. checkup of all who

A carery;
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brought money for the next entertainment was made, and twenty-
nine brought their donation. That was twice the number who
contributed before. Commendation and congratulations were given
at the meeting following this.

Another experiment was then undertaken. The school as a
whole had gone down in contributions in spite of the doubling
of olud members, so the administration decided to have the
lecture course after school instead of the third period. A
musician was secured and enjoyed by all present, but although
8 of the 50 teachers attended, only 41 pupils of the 1,350
pupils, or 3 percent were present. By showing of hands the
clerk reported 21 club members at the 3:30 entertainment, or
42 percent. This experiment was judged subjectively entirely,
but to the best judgment of the club leader the ideal of loyalty
to school and home room and possibly to the Better School Cludb
had taken root and produced results.

The Research Committee brought in two cases reported by
the librarian or found in some of the bookes which dealt with
loyalty to a dad who had Just come from prison, and loyalty
to the teachings of his mother by a boy in college.

PUFCTUALITY

l. Definition - precise, prompte.
2+ Situations where promptness is needed:

1. In school -
a; Work completed and handed in on time
b) Person present on time for all classes

2. At home -

ga; prompt to do the chores

b) Prompt to answer mother's call
to come home



-110-

Se At work -
a) On time to punch the clock
b) Work ready when it is scheduled
to be done
4. At shows -
(&) No inconvenience to other folks to

get up or lose part of a picture
while one is being seated.

5 At any appointment -
a) Doctor
b) Dentist
¢) Hairdresser
Because the next one will be held
up if you are late.

Many children are tardy to school or to one of their six
daily classes. They cannot enter a class without a tardy admit.
The teachers are instructed in the Rules and Regulations to give
those tardy admits for three tardinesses only. The fourth is
considered habitual terdiness, and is a misdemeanor. A number
of cases come to the aseistent principal weekly and they were
all held over for the club to dispose of. The only two club
members who were habitually tardy were #13 who was tried before
the oclub and sentenced to one week at eight o'clock "to get the
habit of early rising and hurrying to school,” and #31, the
president of the club, but his tardinesses were both during
the week after School Exhibit, when clubs had ceased to meet.

The club sat in judgment upon fifteen cases of tardiness.
Ten persons were tried before the club. Seven of the ten
appeared before the club only once. Two had to return a second
time, and one was tardy four times. The last mentioned person
was a little hunchback, whose heart was so bad he could not run.
He was from a family who were lawless and careless. His older
brother was a misfit, lagy and defiant, until his last year in
Junior High School, when he suddenly changed his ways, was

punctual and law-abiding. The hunchbacked child might have hah
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a good many visits to the cludb if it had not been for this

exper iment.
Pete (which is the name by which he will be known in this

thesie) stood before the club and told his story. He answered
very politely all questions about how far he had to walk, what
time he went to bed, what time he arose, how often he had to
rest, who his doctor was, if he had any lucrative work, and what
he did with his money. Then the president asked for the
members' decisions, and #30 made a speech asking leniency
because Pete was handicapped. He suggested Pete get up ten
minutes earlier and not be late again, and ho penalty for this
time. One of the girls #24, said: "Everybody must learn to
overcome their handicaps, end Pete should have solved his problem
by the time he was an 8A." Pete was warned not to be tardy
again and admitted to his first hour class. The second time

he appeared before them #35 said, "Let's see what his brother
has to say." The brother said, "Pete is called before we are so
that he can get washed before the other three do, but usually he
lies in bed until we troop down for breakfast."”™ Pete was told
that they were sorry he wasn't able to walk faét, but he'd been
warned to get up early and he didn't, so was told to report at
eight o'clock for one week. During that week he was late for
eight o'clock only once, and was excused without record because
the streets were dangerously slippery with rain. The second day
affer his sentence was completed he was again tardy. He pleaded
that often he couldn't sleep for hours aféer going to bed, but
he was sentenced for one month eight o'clock. He did very well
for the first three days, but was tardy the fourth. At his
aprearance before the club Friday after this, the clud apoﬁaor



-112-

asked permission to be his lawyer. Statements from Ann Arbor
Clinic were read, his condition discussed, the tiredness of
a child who tossed for hours on the bed was pictured with the
result that the club recommended that Pete be given permission
to get & "not-tardy" admit whenever tardy hereafter, and the
remaining sentence be revoked. A fuller discussion of what
this proved will be found in Chapter VII.
In one case of tardiness the boy was told that #21 would
call for him with his car every morninge.
In another instance a girl was presented with carfare,
collectéd as free will offering in the club, to be used on stormy
days and when she got a late start for her three and a half
mile walk to school.
Charters #5, Haste Makes Waste, was studied to see if any
elements of punctuality might be derived from it, but the club
decided it was a better study for self-control.

SELF-CONTROL

l. Definition - the ability to act cooly and
wisely under all conditions and
in all circumstances.

2 Situstions which call for self-control:

&) When unjustly accused of some misconduct

b) When somebody is cowardly and blames you
¢) When told to do something disagreeable
d) Something done with good intentions causes

& reprimand.
3. Factors involved:

&) Self-reliance

b) Responsibility

¢) Consideration of others
d) Courtesy

e) Tact

f) Tolerance

g) Sympathy

h) Understanding or insight
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Six cases of losing one's temper and being impudent were
Judged by the club. It was gratifying to note that many of the

discussions were quoted in giving advice and sentences for

displays of 111 temper.
Charters Case 14, The Christmms Gift, was the basis for

some discussion.
THRIFT

While the group was engaged in looking up this word in
the dictionary one boy said, "It's banking, isn't it?"

l. Definition - making use of everything, no waste,
frugality, economical management.

2., Situations where thrift should be practiced:

1. Home
ia Do not waste food - "clean up your plate.”
b) Change from school clothes to play
garments after school.
(c) Do not break dishes, windows, .toys,
be carefull

2+ School
&) School supplies should not be wasted

b) Ink bottles should not be stuffed with
paper

(¢c) In cafeteria salt and pepper should
not be put into the sugar

(d) Lights should be turned off near
windows and when not needed.

3. State and Nation

(a) Should conserve -
l. Forests
2. Minerals
3¢ Wild Life
4. Health of its people
5. Food supply
6. Wealth

3e Factors involved:
&) Carefulness
b) Judgment
¢) Self-sacrifice
d) Imagination

Wilds Unit 20, Thrift, was carefully studied.
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TOLERANCE

This should be studied last, because intolerance is so
interwoven in the fabric of l1life that it is hard to untangle.

1l Definition - liberal-minded, able to see the other's
viewpoint. Broadminded enough to let
other folks differ from you.

2. Situations:

Religious differences and church affiliations
Polities - party platforms

Govermmental errors

Mispronunciations

Impatience of fellow travellers

L - - X )

3¢ Yactors involved:

Kindness
Insight
Open-mindedness
Judgment

Tact

Courtesy
Honesty
Sincerity

PR N0 OP

Historical instances of tolerance were noted; the Inquisition
in Europe during the Religious Strifes; the sentencing of political
offenders of Russia to Siberia, and many others. Lincoln's
tolerance in pardoning sleeping sentinels, and his tolerance

of the Southern States were also discussed.

CODES AND SLOGANS ADOPTED BY THE BETTER WEST CLUB

The Best Word Committee recommended a great many mottoes,
codes and oreedss--

1. Cleanliness is next to Godliness.
Slogan: Clean living.

2. Cooperation
Life is a See-Saw

Gin ye find a heart that's weary,
And that needs a brither's hand,

Dinna thou turn from it, dearie,
Thou maun help thy fellowmane.

Zlogan: Team Play.
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Courage
T am bigger than anything that can happen to me.
All these things, sorrow, misfortune and suffer-
ing are outside my door. I am in the house, and
I have the key. -- -= Lumis
Slogan: Stamina

QS!E%%EI

Politeness is to do and say the kindest thing
in the kindest waye.
Courtesy is the air ocushion which eases the
Jolts of life.

Slogan: Shock absorber.

Dependability
It's doing your Jjob the best you can
And being Just to your fellow manj;
It's serving, striving, through strain and stress;
It's doing your noblest - that's success.

Slogan: Suoccess

Health
Miss Maria Leonard, Dean of Women, University
of Illinois - Ten Rules of Health:
1. Eat less, chew more
2. Ride less, walk more
3. Clothe less, bathe more
4. Worry less, work more
6. Idle less, play more
6 Talk less, think more
7. Go less, sleep more
8., Waste less, give more
9. Seco0ld less, laugh more
10, Preach less, practice more.
Slogan: Resistance, Relaxation, Regularity.
Honesty is the best policy.

Industry
Let me but do my work from day to day
Let me but find itin my heart to say
"This is my work, my blessing, not my doom;
Of all who live I am the one by whom
This work can best be done in the right way."
Henry Van Dyke
Initiative

Look forward not backward,
Loek upward not downe

Slogan: Quick thinking under fire.
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10. Leadershi
I'd ratﬁer be first in a 1little Iberian

village than second in Rome.
Longfellow.

11. Loyalty
Hutchins' Code - The Law of Loyalty:

"I will be loyal to my own family. In
loyalty I will be gladly obedient to my
parents or to those who take their place.

I will be loyal to my schocl. 1In
loyalty I will obey and will help other
pupils to obey the school laws which are
framed to further the good of all.

I will be loyal to my community and to
my state, and to those instituttons of law
and order, of justice and mercy which have
been won and preserved for us by the sacri-
fice of the Fathers. I will do my best to
prevent lawlessness and to promote reverence
for law.

I will be loyal to my country. In
loyalty I will seek by my life or by my
death to save my country from wrong courses,
to serve her in peril, to help her to become
great and good.

I will be loyal to humanity. If America
is to make her noblest contribution to the
welfare of the world, I must do my best to
help my country to maintain friendly relations
with every other country, and to give everyone
in every land the best possible chance.”

Slogans Loyalty to school.

12. Punctuality
Be there at the appointed time
Thy task to doe.
Yesterday is gone; tomorrow
Never comes within our grasp.
Just this minute's joy or sorrow
That is all our hands may clasp-

13. Self-control
ose who best control themselves can best
serve their coantry.

I will control my tongue and will not
allow it to speak mean, vulgar, or
profane wordse.

I will control my temper and will not
get angry when people or circumstances
displease me.

I will control my thoughts and will not
allow a foolish wish to spoil a wise
purpose.
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14. Thrift
An American Citizen's Thrift Creed:

1. I believe in the United States of America

2. My opportunity and hope depends upon her
future.

3, Her stability and prozress rest upon the
thrift of her people

4. Therefore I will work hard and live simply

5. I will spend less than I earn

6 I will use my earnings with care

7. I will save consistently

8¢ I will invest thoughtfully

9. I will do these things to insure the
greatness of America's future.

15. Tolerance
Having learned that it is un-American to look
up to men too much or to look down upon them
at all, let us look on the level and diligently
teach our young citizens this duty of generous
equality to all.
Journal of Education,
July 15, 1926.

Many more poems, mottoes and slogans were presented by the
club, dbut those given above were accepted by the majority of
the class and incorporated into the teachings.

The poem "Wanted a Boy" was discussed in auditorium and
the principal said he'd challenge any girl to write a code for
girls, so #50 wrote Ten Every Day Suggestions:

TEN EVERY DAY SUGGESTIONS FOR GIRLS

BE CHEERY «===-- Begin each day with smiliné cheer
Then you'll be happy all the year.

BE ORDERLY ==-- Acotivity with brush and broom,
A dainty girl, a dainty room.

BE DILIGENT --- Welcome the duties given yous
All play, no work, will never do.

BE FAIR ~====-= ¥hether at your work or play,
Be fair to all in every way.

BE MODEST ===-- Demure of manner, becomingly dressed,
Be more attractive than all the rest.

BE CONSIDERATE -Think first of other persons' feelings
Make this a rule in all your dealings.
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BE OBEDIENT --- No matter what you're told to do,
Respond at once, and see it through.

BE HONEST =~==-- Strict truth in every word and deed,
A rule for all to make and heed.

BE SERIQUS ---- A thoughtful prayer to Him each night
Brings restful sleep and morning bright.

BE THAFNKFUL --- For happy friends, for health and cheer,
for all in life you hold most dear.

These simple rules when followed day by day,
Will help you to grow in a womanly waye.
EXPERIMENTS WITH MELBERS

Wh;n #50 announced that she was transferring out of West
Junior High School the club sponsor asked her to plan a duet
with her sister for the next meeting. It was a surprise. The
president asked if anyone ocared to bring forth any suggestions
before the next step, so #5C stood up, beckoned her sister from
a back seat, and they sang some very lovely songs. Only five
people (as nearly as the clerk and the sponsor could count)
turned their heads to see how this departure was received by
asuthority, There was & gasp and a ripple of astonishment at
first, but the attention was splendid, the applause was hearty
dbut not too prolonged. Courtesy had been stressed before
this incident.

Long before honesty had been studied and discussed in the
club, fifteen pennies had been placed by the sponsor behind ink
wells, near the edge and in the center of fifteen different
desks. On the seating chart & red dot marked the desk where
each penny was placed. During the checking of the roll a bdboy,
#10, came to the sponsor, handed in the penny, saying, "I found
this on my desk." He was told to place it on the teacker's

desk. There were already two pennies on the desk, #49 a boy
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and #45 & girl had placed them there before sitting down in
their seats at all. Two girls #17 and #28 handed the pennies
they found to the clerk. One more boy #30 brought his up and
nodding to the president placed another on the desk. That
accounted for only six out of fifteen, but as the group were
passing out of the door three more gave up their funds, #24 and
#6 girls, and #42 a boy. On four desks the pennies remained as
placed; so the experimentor lost only the price of a postage
stamp. One placed on #5 (a girl's) desk, and one on the
Sergeant-at-arms desk were the two lost. 86-2/3 percent of
those who were tested in the trisl were honest. No mention
was ever made of this money in the cludb or to any individual.

June 3 another experiment of similar nature was made. A
stick of gum had been placed upon each desk before the time of
the meeting. A thorough check up was made before anyone entered,
and each desk had a stick of gum upon it. As before #49 and
#45 came to the desk and placed their gum upon it. They did
this while the others were coming into the room and before they
took their seats.

The class tried two cases that day, and instructed the
secretary to write a letter of inquiry to the student council
asking for the ruling about passing around the fountain to
come from the third floor, or only in going up to the third
floore Then the regular discussion of the characteristic of
thrift was developed. The clerk as usual was at the board out-
lining and writing the suggestions the group made to him. An
interruption, very unusual and unexpected, occurred. The
School's Drum and Bugle Corps (one of the other forty-eight

olubs) stopped in front of the windows and serenaded the Better
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¥West Club. The president ended the discussion for a short

time by saying, "It seems that we are being serenaded, so the
polite thing to do is to show them that we are listening. To
do this we had better step up to the windows and wave when fhey
stop.” Turning to the teacher he continued, "Do you have any
objeotion?” No objection being made the groub walked to the
windows anﬁ stood there. The experimentor could see the stick
of gum on #_'s desk after he went to the window. His desk was
the first one in the second row from the window. There was no
confusion as seats were resumed, but #_ rose to his feet and
instead of addressing the president when called upon addressed
the investigator: "There was & piece of gum on my desk when I
left my seat and it is not there now." Immediately four or five
said, "There is gum on my desk, too." #29 said, "What shall we
do with this gum?® So they were asked how many had gum on
their desks. It Qeemed that almost all hands were raised, so
the next question was how many haven't any gum on their desks,
please stand. Six people arose. #45 and #49 told that they
had placed theirs upon the teacher's desk. #_ had already
explained that his was gone, and the Sergeant-at-arms said
there wasn't any on hie desk at any time, so did #23. #37 when
questioned admitted that there had been & stick of gum on her
desk, but there wasn't any now. Asked if she knew where it
was, she answered, "I have it in my mouth.®™ She was the only
one who was chewing gum. All were told that they might have
it. The two who had none to begin with, and the one who lost
his were offered parts of others. The questions did not bring
to light any offender. Three more pieces of gum were given

out, and the percent of honesty was 83-1/3 percent.
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Another project was writing of the child's own story of
his 1life. All of these would be tiresome repetition, but the
stories of children who are in broken homes have been selected,
also a few problem children were studied. These will be
discussed in Chapter VI, because the results of club partici-

pation can also be shown.

SUIMMARY

The Better West Club became a cooperative organization
with committess to initiate and control projects. The committees
submitted their results to the club members and the whole group
voted what results to incorporate into the club procedure.
In this way a course of study was "built up.® It contained
fifteen traits of character, a definition for each trait,
situations in which each was applicable, and the factors in-
volved in each. Moreover, the methods for each undertaking
were discussed and sources from which situations were obtained
were also found and placed in the course of study. In addition
to this, a code and a slogan for each character trait was
adopted. Cases of truancy, habitual tardiness and other
misdemeanors were tried before the club as a jury.

The members were subjected to & number of tests and

experiments to show their growth and development of character.
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CHAPTER VI

SOME RESULTS OF THE BETTER WIST CLUB

Whereas the tables given in Chepter IV were to show the
status of each club member as he entered the Better West Club,
Chapter VI will endeavor to set forth facts concerning
measurable improvements and estimates of development of each
clud member. As was noted in Chapter V West Junior High School
has no Personality Tests. The club sponsor wanted a basis for
comparison, so Sample Test II was devised and given. This is
a series of questions to test the moral and ethical knowledge
of the clud members. One question was planned for each of
the fifteen character traits.

This test was given the members of the club soon after
the 1list of traits had been decided. Xach paper was marked
and stored away in a steel cupboard. No mention of the test
was made in any club meeting and any child who asked about
his rating was told that final marks of the test were not yet
ready. On the twenty-eighth club meeting, after all the
traits had been c arefully studied, the same test was again
given to pupils. A perfect test score is 90 not 100. The
first test is called the original test and the second test is
called the final test. The distribution of ratings for both
the tests and also the pupils' Intelligence Quotients is given
in Table XII. The differences shown in the last column of
the table indicate whether the child has advanced in knowledge.
of correct conduct and ethical character. The purpose is to

show the value of focusing attention uponc haracteristics.
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SAMPLE TEST II

To test the moral and ethical knowledge
and behavior of the club members

Fifteen questions are here given you. Please consider each
one carefully, and check what you would do in each instance.

1.

2e

Se

4.

5

6o

7.

8.

9e

Start copying the paragraph Time them to see about

on the board, and at the end punctuality

of three minutes stope.

You have heard the lecturer Tell others how dry he is.

who is coming to the auditorium. Stay home that half day.

He is uninteresting. Pay the time, go to be
polite.

You borrow money from a rich Say to him, of course I

boy. When offering to pay it, dide

Insist upon payinge.
Take the money and give
it to some poor child.

he says you've already paid.

A very much disliked teacher Walk on without looking

dropped a book and two packages at her.

at your feet. Make audible remarks
to your pal about
clumsiness.
Help her to pick up the
articles.

You are quarantined for scarlet

fever but are not ill. Go out and pley with
other children.

Stay at home and rest
Go anywhere dbut keep
away from ckildren.

Is it thrift to borrow in

order to bank? Yes
. No
Should a Cstholic be allowed
to become president? Yes
: No

Why are there so many I's in
initiative?

You see a schoolmate take 25¢ Thrash the boy and get

from a boy on his way to buy back the money.

milk and bread at the store. Tell the principal
— Give the Dboy 25¢.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Your mother gives you money
to pay water and light bills.
You lose the moneye.

One should loan money to a
friend out of work rather tlecn
have it in the bank

The boys stamp and cheer too
long in auditorium

A boy steps upon your new shoe
and scratches it

You are told to write a compos-
ition putting into it & tablee.
You do so but find you have more
items than there are.

Check up on cleanlinessa, by
the teacher and the clerk.

Tell $our motner the
whole trouble.

Run away from home.
Act as if you had
paid it.

Yes
Ko

Cheer with them, tke
ector may come back
Stop when you've
cheered enough
Quiet your group by
look or nod.

Push him down or kick
him.

Destroy some thing

of his.

Accept his apology
graciously.

Hand it in as it is.

The teacher may not
noticee.

Do it over egain,
leaving out some items.
Make a careful study and
e new, correct table.

Inspection of hands
Inspection of teeth

3e Neatness of dress.
4« Are shoes blacked?
5. Neatness of paper..
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TABLE XII - DISTRIBUTION OF RATIKGS FOR INITIAL AND FINAL
TESTS FOR BEHAVIOR ACCORDING TO I.Q.'s

Initial Final
Pupil I.Q. Score Score Difference

38 125 14 15 1l
11 123 10 13 3
28 123 8 11 3
39 116 12 15 2
37 115 9 9 0
2 112 11 13 2
27 111 12 12 0
35 111 7 14 7
45 111 13 15 2
23 110 6 10 4
24 109 14 15 1
36 109 None 9 -

6 107 15 15 0
30 107 12 15 3
15 106 10 12 2
21 104 13 15 2

5 103 11 14 3
34 102 9 11 2
29 101 5 3 -2
44 101 7 11 4
13 100 3 11 8
20 100 9 6 -3
33 100 6 9 3

3 99 10 6 -4
18 99 12 10 -2
51 98 Not enrolled Left -

4 o7 12 8 -4

7 o7 2 5 3

9 97 3 4 1l
43 o 1 0 -1
14 968 4 12 8
16 96 13 10 -3
41 94 10 11 1
19 93 14 Absent -
50 92 13 Left -
46 91 13 " -
12 90 9 10 1

8 90 5 7 2

1 87 10 7 -3
32 86 11 9 -2
26 84 2 4 2
22 83 5 2 -3
40 83 0 2 2
42 83 3 4 1
48 83 1 Left -
10 82 7 7 0
31 82 13 15 2
49 82 6 11 5
47 80 8 Left -
17 73 2 6 4
25 70 3 Left -
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An exsmination of Teble XII shows that 31 pupils
received a higher score on the second test than on the initial
test, that four pupils neither advanced their score nor
retarded it. Of these four who showed no change in score, one
girl #6 had a perfect score both times, #27 another girl had
not changed her mind about thrift - she still maintained it
was thrift to borrow money to bank, but the other two errors
were not the same &s made the first time. Ten pupils scored
lower after the study of the traits in the club. This fact
is not alarming or discouraging. The probability is that
when these ten pupils took the initial test they had a
conformist idea of what was right and wrong in each case, and
since studying these qualifications they have become more
liberal and have determined to judge each situation upon its
merits; so there may be conflicts and inhibitions which caused
this disparagement.

The general trend of the final scores is upward. The
study of the characteristics and the practice of situations
involving these has produced results. The club has been worth-
while.

Graph V shows the distribution of Intelligence Quotients,
ranks on initial tests, and ranks on final tests.

Anqther comparison to show results of the club is in the
number of misdemeanors of club members before belonging to the
clud and during the club year. A misdemeanor is an offense
80 grave that the child is suspended from class until matters

are adjusteds This is shown on Table XIII.






-127=-

ICHIGAN STATE Ol

GE

1.F

M

e ey

GRAPH V - DISTRIBUTION OF I.3.'s, SCORES OF INITIAL TESTS,

e T

{

AND SCORES ON FINAL TESTS OF BEHAVIOR.

w ’
+ :
W (28
(153 -
+ w.
03]
- B
a -
-4 4
+ (]
ot o
£ o~
iMDF
ISl I =
oM o
mwwmm
Qe O
Ho N
o0
O 0O
mnHWM
|
]
\
\

) W

FORES SRS N ST TN SEhawaees &

Pupils

45

40

ittt At e :



-128-

TABLE XIII - DISTRIBUTION OF MISDEMEANORS BEFORE THIS YEAR
AND THE PRESENT YEAR IN RELATION TO I.Q.'s

No. of persons No. this
Group No. before this year Year Difference
125-115 5 0 0 0
112-102 13 3 4 -1
101-90 19 9 7 +2
87-80 11 2 2 0
73=70 2 1 0 +1
Totals 50 15 13 12

Table XIII shows that there were no misdemeanors from the
five children having the highest I.Q.'s before this year or
during it. Three pupils received misdemeanors in the group
of I.Q.'s 112-102 before this year and four pupils received
them this year. Nine pupils in the group of I.Q.'s 101-90
received misdemeanors before this year and seven this year.
Two pupils in the group of I.Q.'s 87-80 received misdemeanors
last year and also this year. One pupil in the group of
I.Qe's 73-70 received misdemeanor last year, and none this
year. The results of this are negligible because the comparison
is s0 close. From just the numbers little can be learned.

Table XIV gives further basis for comparison. It shows
in detail the seventeen pupils who received misdemeanors
previous to membership in the club, and how many each received
in comparison to the number received during membership in

the clubdb.
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TABLE XIV - DISTRIBUTION OF MISDEMEANORS SHOWING THE PERSONS
WHO RECEIVED THEM AND THE NUMBER EACH RECEIVED
IN REIATION TO THEIR I.Q.'s

¥Misdemeanors No. per XNo.
Code I.9. before this year __ Year 1931-32 Difference

45 111 1 1 1 0
35 111 7 (1) 2% 1 -6
36 109 0 0 1 + 1
30 107 6 2 1 -5
21 104 2 2 0 -2
13 100 2 2 0 -2
3 99 0 0 1 + 1
9 97 0 (2) 0 3 + 3
43 97 4 4 1 -3
14 97 0 0 1 +1
12 90 32 6% 3 -29
8 90 o (3) 0 1 +1
22 83 0 0 1 +1
48 82 6 2 2 -4
10 82 2 2 0 -2
31 82 9 2% 2 -7
17 73 1 1 0 =1
Total 72 19 -53
Notes

l. Just entered West Junior High School this
year, but had seven according to his own
statement.

2. This girl has heart trouble, so was very
seldom present.

3 Just entered 7B this year.
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Seventeen pupils with I.Q. range of 111-73 received a
total if 91 misdemeanors. 72 of these were obtained before
the culprits were members of the Better West Club, and 19
were obtained the year studied. The =53 means 53 less
misdemeanors.

The conclusions drawn from this comparison are:

First, that the children with the highest I.Q.'s do not

get into difficulty. Second, apparently learning to think
about conduct and to mete out justice tends to lessen the
breaking of rules, and creates a better spirit in the whole
school. Third, it is in accordance with common sense to
find that those who had for two years broken rules could not
change their behavior suddenly. Fourth, the club membership
has apparently improved the conduot of its members who had
been habitual offenders.

Another test of the desirability of a Better West Club
is shown in the comparison of average grades or marks pupils
earned before membership in the olud and during the yeér of
membership. Table XV shows in detail the advances and

declines in ratingse.
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TABLE XV - COMPARIS(N OF AVERAGE GRADES BEFORE BELONGING TO THE
CLUB AND AFTER ATTAINING MEMBERSHIP ARRANGED ACCORD=-
ING TO THE I.Q.'s of PUPILS

Average Average for
Code I.Q¢ before 1331 1931-32 Difference
38 125 A A 0
11 123 (of o Bt +
28 123 A- B+ +
39 116 B+ B- -
37 115 B c -
2 112 C c 0
27 111 B B+ +
38 111 Cc+ C -
45 111 B+ B+ 0
23 110 c B +
24 109 B B 0
36 109 c c 0
6 107 Bt A- +
30 107 D E -
15 106 c B +
21 104 C c 0
5 103 B+ A- +
34 102 c Cct+ +
29 101 o] B +
44 101 D+ B +
13 100 C- D -
20 100 C C+ +
33 100 c c 0
3 99 o D -
18 99 c Cc+ +
L 97 B- C -
7 97 Dt c —
9 97 c D -
43 96 E E 0
14 96 D o +
16 96 D c +
41 94 C=- c +
19 93 c ct+ +
12 90 E E 0
8 90 Dt C +
1 87 D D 0
32 - 86 C B- +
26 84 D o] +
22 83 c c 0
42 83 D C +
48 83 E E 0
10 82 D o] T~
31 82 E D +-
49 82 B B 0
17 73 C- D -
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TABLE XVI - SUMMARY OF TABLE XV, SHOWING COMPARISON OF
GRADES BY GROUPS

No. whose marks No. whose marks No.

Group No.  _ _Advanced Declined Stationary
125-115 5 1 3 1
112-102 13 5 3 5
101-90 17 11 3 S
87-80 9 5 0 4
73-70 1 0 1 0
Total 45 22 10 13

Tables XV and XVI show that 22 pupils which is 48.8
perocent of the club members made better scholastic averages
as members of the c¢lub than they did before they belonged to
it. Ten pupils which is 22.2 percent did not do as good work
in their classes. Thirteen or 28.88 percent had the same
scholastic ratings. Right habits of study and the discussions
concerning thrift and industry were not in vain, is the
conclusion reached in this comparisone.

Whenever scholastic grades are compared this fact must
be kept in minds no two teachers grade a paper exactly the
same. In this comparison there is a possibility that the
ochild had eleven teachers in one year, and that those teaching
the highest grade might expect more and better efforts and be
a "lower merker,"” i.e., have a slightly different standard
of marks. The I.Q. is not the only standard of intelligence,
but it helps to show the mental ability of the child.

Another factor to bear in mind is the ability of the child.
If & child has striven for good grades each year, he may have
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been maintaining as high a grade of work as he is capable
of doing, and membership in a club cannot help to advance
him.

The club sponsor watched the growth of community or
group spirit in these children, acts of courtesy increased in
number and greater observation and utilization of opportunities
to be of some service to others was manifest. Consequently
these records formed the basis for the opinion of development
expressed by the director in Table XVII.

The seven teachers, including the home room teacher, were
asked to rate each club member, i.e., to indicate a greater
degree of cooperation, more business-like attitude, and improved
conducty no change in the child; or an adverse statement
econcerning the reactions of the pupil. The summary of these
opinions is placed in column 4 of Table XVII. If the opinion
was that the child had improved & + is recorded in the chart.
In case the seven teachers did not agree in their opinion of
the child's behavior, or if the antagonism between pupil and
teacher had not been lessened and the child was not cooperative
in one teacher's room, but had shown upward strides in the
others © were both recorded. If + is above the -y e.g.,'f
more than half of the teachers thought the child was improving
in his conducty if the - is on the top, e.g., ;_the reverse
is true.

Wednesday before the first meeting of the oclub the
school Ina s open house, and the parents visit the school. At
this time the writer asked the parent informally concerning
the child's attitude toward the club. Usually that was &

leading question and the mother or father or both went on to
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tell how the child talked about the cludbd work at home, and
that he or she had become more observant, helpful, gracious
and kindly. Two parents, one & father and the other the
mother of #6 end #38, said: "I'm glad my daughter joined
the Better West Club. I think she's almost perfect and
doesn't need much of this training, but association with
others who do will broaden her outlook upon life and will
give her sympathy, and keep her from becoming priggish.”

If the parents did not visit school and had a phone they were
called and asked about the conduct and character of their
child. Those who had no telephone received a short note
asking their opinion.

The opinion of the parents concerning development of
character are also shown in Table XVII.

The club members were asked to consider their character
growth and to rate themselves honestly and carefully, and to
rate each member of the club in the same way.

All the opinions concerning each member of the Better
West Club by teachers, fellow club members, parents and

themselves are shown in detail on Table XVII.
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TABLE XVII - DISTRIBUTION OF IMPROVEMENTS OF CLUB MEMBERS IN
RTLATION TO THEIR I.Q.'s AS JUDGED BY CERTAIN
ASSOCIATES OF THE CLUB.

Opinions of

Clud Other Other
Code I.20 Director Teachers Children DParents Child
38 125 0 3 + 0 +
11 123 + + 0 + 0
28 123 + + + + 0
39 116 + + 0 + +=
37 115 - 0 0 + +
2 112 + + - 0 +
27 111 0 + 0 + +
35 111 + + + + +
45 111 + + + + -+
23 110 + + - + 0
24 109 0 + + + -+
36 109 + - - 0 0
6 107 0 0 0 0 +
30 107 + t + + +
15 106 + 0 - 0 +
21 104 + + + + +
5 103 0 + 0 + *
34 102 + + + + +-
29 101 + + + + +
44 101 + + + + +
13 100 + + + + 1
20 100 0 0 0 + 1
33 100 + 0 0 + +
3 99 0 - + - 0
18 99 + t - -+ 0
4 7 + + - + _
7 97 + + 0 + +
9 97 + - - + +
43 96 0 - - 0 +
14 96 + + + + +
16 96 + + + + +
41 94 0 + 0 0 +
19 93 + 1+ 0 + +
12 90 + - + + +
8 90 + + 0 0 0
1 87 + + + + +
32 86 0 0 0 0 +
26 84 0 0 0 o - +
22 83 0 + 0 0 0
42 83 + T + 0 0
48 83 - 0 - - -
10 82 + t 0 - - +
31 82 + + + + 1
49 82 0 0 0 0 -+
17 73 + 0
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Table XVII shows that twelve children showed noticeable
improvement under all conditions, because everybody agreed
they had improved. Tive showed no chance at &ll, but a zero
does not mitigate against a pupil because all five who improved
only to their perents' knowledge or their own were well beheved,
thoughtful and concsiderate before ther entered this club. They
had alweys received A grades in citizenship, 8o no improvement
could be noticed. The refinements of changes might not be
detected by anyone, but would be known by the child himself.
#45 said, "After I got into the spirit of this club I felt
myself to be a monitoress of other children, especially the
girls, also I have been a much better girl than in the past.”
#39 said, "The club has made me have a different and happier
feeling.% 28, "It has also helped my behavior because I feel
like an example." #37, "Students become more cooperative in a
club like this and I think there should be more clubs of this
order in the school." #24, "It hes made me hetter in my
behavior." #30 confesses thath e thinks of his actions more
but that if "a guy doesn't get a square deal he can't help being
mean, too." The possibility that the child mey have said he
haed improved in order to help him get status with the teacher
was removed by stating a comparison of his Judgment with that
of others would be made, end that whether he was benefited
or not was not a basis for grading him.

The willingness of parents to cooperate in any way for
the development of right habits of conduct and the establish-
ment of right attitudes ic an outstauding fact. The

significance is that =1l parents want their boys and girls
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to conform to tre customs, ideals and conventions of socictly.
Many want them to be thoughtful and upright citizens, and
not merely conformistse.

For a fuller understanding of the facts shown in detail
in Table XVII a summary is made. This summary shows the
number of students in each I. Q. group who have materially
improved in their conduct and character, also those whose
conduct, behavior and school attitudes Jjudged by the school
standards and home standards were less commendabie than before
they joined the Better West Club. Table XVIII is a complete
summary so the number who apparently made no progress, but
also did not regress either are showne. To understand the
table the three letters, B N W, and how "“i, 7y were classified
in the summary need explanation. The three letters were
used to conserve space.

B - means improvement, or the child is better integrated
and better socialized, and better habitualized.

¥ - no change. May have been very well socialized.

W - Has not been a good citizen.

T - is here used as B because more so voted.

7 - 18 here used as W because more so voted.

I - is self-estimate and is wrong because the whole

personality has not become integrated.
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TABLE XVIII - SUMMARY OF TABLE XVII. DISTRIBUTION OF INTROVE-
MENTS OF CLUB MEMBERS BY GROUPS

Opinions of

Fo. in Club Sponsor Teachers Club-Mates DParents Self
Group Group B ___N W B N W 3B X W BNVWIBN Y%
125-115 5 3 1 1 41 0 2 S 0 4 1 O 2 0
112-102 13 9 4 010 2 1 6 S 4 9 4 010 2 1
101-90 17 13 4 011 2 4 7 6 413 3 113 3 1
87-80 9 4 4 1 5 4 0 3 5 1 2 5 2 6 2 1
73 1 10 0.1 0 01 0 0.1 0 0.1 00
Total 45 30 13 231 9 518 18 92913 333 9 3

The number of children whose conduct is reported improved
does not vary greatly except in the opinion of club mates. The
club sponsor finds 30 who improved, other teachers report 31,
parents 29, and the children themselves 33. This indicates
apparently that about 66-2/3 percent of the club members became
more desirable citizens.

In the I. Q. group 87-80 all agree that the same person has
shown a downward tendency except the group of teachers; but they
state that he was elways incorrigible, he could be no worse than
he had been in all classes since entrance into West Junior High
Schoole This is the only agreement reached. In the matter of
regression the range of opinions is larger. It is from 2 to 9.
The fact that #12 is a very desirable citizen in club but not
in his math class is an indication that conduct and character
are developed for specific instances. A child may react as a
gentleman under the supervision of one teacher in one class,
but be a different kind of person with another teacher in the
same or different kind of class. Children judge themselves &and

each other by a very strict methods This fact is shown in
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classing nine students as worse than when they Jjoined the club.
But this additional fact concerning the student grading must be
kept in mind: o¢lub members were strangers to one another, so
the ability tog rade improvement would be difficult if not
impossiblee.

The data in this table proved that children of Junior
High School age like to participate in the government of the
classroom and of the school. It also shows that all children,
even the "worst," resvonded to socializing influence of the
group. Big and 1little children, both boys and girls, excellent
in scholarship and very poor in understanding can become o
absorbed in a "job" or project that they are one unit with
one purposee.

In accordance with statement in Chapter VI, some portions
of the "Child's Own Story" are here studied.

#45 was born in South Haven. Her father is a doctor, she
has a stepmother and there are other children in the family.
She has appeared before the club for disobedience and defiance,
but her reactions have always been good. She says very little
except that she lives at home with her father and stepmother.
*If it were not for the depression I'd be East in a girls private
school, and my dad will send me as soon a8 he can." There is a
selfish, inconsiderate, if not lawless attitude shown in this
case, but she has improved very materially during this year.

#23 was born in Fowlerville and is transferring back there
for next year. She has other sisters, too. Her mother is
alive. "My mother wishes that my stepfather could provide
shoes and lunches for me. If my dad were alive I could have

anything I wanted." She works very well with the group but
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takes no responsibility. She is not very observant, and was
hurt on the rings in the gymnasium through her own carelessness.
She is very docile but not very dependable, and is lacking in
initiative. Since studying honesty she has become very
truthful.

#34 was born in Farwell, Michigan. "I can remember my
father when he came home from Lansinge. He brought c¢lothes,
candy and other things, as a surprise to us. Then I remember
we all came to live in Lansing without my dad. We buried him
here.” This boy was sullen and unresponsive for the first
monthe Since then he has been a very good student, using
initiative, and industry throughout the whole course.

#1, this girl tells about Santa's visit to the house,
about watching the first Armistice Day Nov. 11, 1919 parade.
Then, "When we reached home mother and dad were together all
the fime for an hour or two, then he came and played house with
ue children. The next thing he was sick in bed for a long time.
Then he lay in his casket with many flowers around him that
filled the room with a pleasant odor. Then we went to stay
with grandma, but later I got a step dad." This girl is very
shy. One teacher said about the club work's effect upon her:
"You have improved her 100%. Before she was in this work with
you she never contributed anything in class and she was so shy
I could do nothing for her. Now she has much self-confidence
and asserts herself a little and volunteers help to others.”
These are her own words concerning how she liked the club:
"This club has been very amusing, very helpful and I have
ehjoyed it very much, because everyone in it is friendly and

Jolly, which makes a person feel more welcome." She has been
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absent six times to help take care of her little sister and
since joining this club has been of no trouble to her mother.

#50 is the girl who left for San Jose, California, to be
with her mother. She has been very helpful. Although she
preached and gave talks in churches and was a leader of
Scouts, she was not very truthful. TFor instance, she came to
an English teacher asking for a list of‘answers to questions
sbout Ivanhoe, saying a boy in California wanted to compare
Michigan's teaching with his state's. Later she confessed she
wanted the answers because she didn't want to go to all that
trouble hersélf and she had to hand them to her English
teacher. Her stepmother is ill and is very cruel to #50,
but she covers up all this by ending: "I was a very little
girl about three years old when I first saw my own mama. She
came to see my oldest sister Idella, who later died of Spinal
Menengitis. I have seen my mama only twice since then. She
lives in California now. When I was about five years o0ld my
father married a woman named Ida Fisher. He said I should call
her mother, but I was very stubborn and wouldn't do it for a
long time, because I still loved my own mama, and was mad at
my father for letting someone else take her place, but that
gsoon wore off, and we were & happy family and still are. I live
with my father and stepmother at present.” This is not true,
because she has been chased away from jome and has had trouble
consténtly. The club gave her "recognition in school" which
she had never had before, and for the first time in seven
semesters she was on the honor roll.

#25 was born in Seattle, Washington. "When my brother

(three years younger than I) was a little over one year old my
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mother took sick and died. We were taken care of by an old
lady for five years and a half. Then we started housekeeping.
We had several housekeepers, then my dad put my younger
brother and me in a boarding school. My older brother and
my dad kept house for their selves. For about a year they
did and then they got a housekeeper who has been with us ever
since. My father grew fond of her and married her this last
summer on July 15" This girl was afraid to talk out loud
when our first discussions were held, but overcame her
timidity and became quite a social being before she left in
May .

#51 who has been referred to before, wrote: "My father
and mother didn't get along very good together so decided to
separate, they both wanted to have me, so my grandmother took
me. Sometimes I'm sent to my mother." He was so badly
maladjusted that he is now in the Vocational School for Boys.

#13 was one of the most troublesome boys before he
Joined the club. He had been Judged by the Citizenship Clubd
and penalized a number of times. He says, "I stayed with my
aunt because I wanted to, and she took me to country school;
but I am back home now." This boy's improvement was very
rapid after the first six weeks of school. He says: "Kids
are foolish to meke trouble. They are better liked when they
behave. I'm going to get three nearly as bed as I used to be
to join next year."

#15 says, "The first thing I cen remember ies that one
afternoon before I was o0ld enough to go to school I was sitting
in the dinine room a few yards from my moth=r vho was sewing.

I had arcund me some toy blocks and a =smell tesm cf play horsese..
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I was Jjabbering away avout nothing in particular, sometinmes
talking ebout when I went to school I would be & real happy
girl and get good markse The first day of school came for me
finally. 1y mother took me to school. I had aboutl six blocks
to goe I told her I could come home alone. I thought myself
big and naturally I wanted to show her I could come home
alone. That night when I came out of school the first person
1l saw was my mother. I was made I started to ery and would
not listen to reason, and I would not walk home with my mother.
I cried 211 the way home and walked in front of my moiker
showing her that I knew the way home." The club cooperation
has chenged this girle ©She is not so obstinate nor so selfish
as she formerly wase

Each child wrote a life story, and #30's is an account of
running away to get weenies from the grocer, and taking a bath
in the bird bath; also a wild tale of being held up while
working as supply in Mt. Clemens. This boy's mother is
oerippled, so that it is hard for her to walke He is an only
child and has plenty of spending money and good clothes. When
& 7B he broke a key trying to open another boy's locker. He
has a bad record. Just as school closed last year he trans-
ferréd to Mt. Clemens, and then when school started in the
Fall he enrolled in one of the high schools. He stayed there
for five weeks before he was finally demoted to the 9B grade.
He failed in meny of his classes this year, but his impr&ve-
ment is very great. He is dependable end truthful. With men
teachers he is not courteous, but with his four women teachers

he is a gentleman.
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SUMMARY

The adolescent child is filled with altruism and needs
but an opportunity to put his sympathy into practice. Groups
1ike the Better West Club enable them to do thise. The
Judicial work of the club in which it acted as a Jury for
students who had committed misdemeanors is a fine example.

Not valgar curiosity, but a thoughtful questioning ettitude
to find out causes, motives and circumstances was always
dieplayed at the trials. The sentence imposed upon a student
was of & curative nature, so that it would check and prevent
the possibility of a recurrence of the misdemeanor.

It is well that & mixed group has an opportunity to find
out how much effort must be put forth to deal with delinquency,
because each member of this group spreads his knowledge to
his gang or his particular pals if he has no gang, end
influences them to help rather than hinder authority. Many
examples of this could be cited, but one will suffices #10
upon entering the building found two boys chasing each other
aroiind the fountain. He stopped one of them, asked a few
questions to which he received this reblyx *We don't hurt the
fountain and there is no one around to get hurt." #10 replied:
"Rules were made because of necessity. You might hurt your-
selves and if you continue you'll be too interested in your
play to stop if the crowd comes out of the gym or game room.

It is to protect you that the rule was made. If you are caught
that means an investigatioh - you will lose some of your class-
room time or some of your play time. The principal or our club

will lose time showing you the folly of your ways. Go play
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outside or in the gymnasium." This will illustrate how the
young citizens are given insight into real government problems.
The Better West Club was successful in creating a cooper-
ative spirit and school loyalty among its members. It raised
scholastic standards of a number of its members. It fostered
better conduct of its members at home, in the hells, at games,

school concerts, dramatics, and in classese.
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CHAPTER VII

SUILARY

In orcder that the echools may efficiently provide oppor-
tunities for the students to develop ethical character and
social adaptibility, extra curricular activities have been
introduced into the educational systems. Clubs are a very
fine example of extra curricular ectivities, and cen provide
situations more "life-like," more like those encountered in the
world, than the regular classes can. The first conclusion
reached through the work discussed in this thesis is that an
effective way to teach morals and develop charccter is through
the most informal organization of the school - the club. Here
the children come together, find out each others ideas, and
discard some of the old prejudices, or at least change their
views somewhat, acquire new outlooks, new friends, and new
experiences. They see the fact illustrated in their midst
that wrong acts create no satisfaction to the doer, nor to
anyone associated with him, and that good acfa create worth-
while satisfaction for all concerned.

All clubs are socializing agencies, but a club designed
especially to concentrate on ethical and moral education is
more helpful to a student body. The students of a school are
eager to participate in Leadership, Booster, Citizenship and
Better School Clubs. This statement is based upon the facts
of enrollment in the Better West Club. As soon as selection
of members wes abandoned and the club was made accessible to

all, the membership increased beyond the capacity of the club
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room. The reasons for their choice of club also indicate the
inclinations and mspirations of the students for participation
in social and charscter development. This thesis has clearly
shown that the Citizenship and Better West Clubs were of such
similar nature and so truly for one purpose that there would
be no object in showing results of one and then the other
separatelye.

Analysis of the data collected i n the Better West Club
shows that pupil participation raises the moral and ethical
plane of their lives; that pupils learn by doing; that Leader-
ship or Better School Clubs help to develop the social side of
every pupil and bring out some latent good in every one. Clud
activities in the 45 instances herein studied exerted an
influence for unselfishness, consideration, courtesy, loyalty,
dependability and cooperation. The expectation is that these
pupils will be good citizens of this school next year, or in
the High School, or wherever they will be. There was also a
decrease of misdemeanors among the club members during their
membership in the club, compared with the number of their
misdemeanors in the school previous to membership.

Both the Citigenship Club and the Better West Club were
able to create in the ochild a cooperative state of mind. The
mental attitude of sympathy and helpfulness was acquired by
clud membere very soon. Study of the meetings of each of
these clubs would indicate that at first levity and inquisitive-
neés appeared, but a suggestion from some sensitive members "I
don't believe I'd like to disouss this before this club if I
were the culprit,” would change the tone and after a few xuch

instances all undesirable factors would be eliminated. The
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second step which both clubs tried to bring about was to create
a mental situation such that the miscreant would desire the
good and hate the evil. 1In most cases this was done by making
the offender suffer a loss of time or a privilege.

The Citizenship Club, a selected group, made its influence
felt throughout the school, and though it ceased to exist it
gave birth to a bigger, more influential and better organized
olub - the student council. The council is different in that
no ocases are brought before it for trial, but it shapes the
opinions of the school, it instigates changes, it furthers the
policies of the whole institution. One instance is that
maladjusted children have been assigned to individuals in the
student council who undertook to be advisors, sponsors, and
big brothers and sisters to them. The next step for this body
may be to help work out sdjustments. The student council is
less home-like or life-like than the other clubs because it
is quite formally organized, but as its newness disappears
it will be a great socializing factore.

The Better West Club of this past year has proven beyond
a doubt that there is "so much good in the worst of us* that
no matter how bad a child's reputation may be he will respond
to kindly treatment if he is made to feel at home in the group.
Stated differently, the idea proven is: all children are
interested in polite usages, the right way to act, and the
best way to do things, as well as the approbation of their
fellow students. They crave appreciation and recognition from
teacners and other students. DParticipation in the Better West
Club helped them to comprehend the wvalue of personality

integration and demonstrated the superiority of politenecs and
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good manners in social intercourse. They were provided with
an opportunity to act and the necessity of maeking decisions
engaged their emotional and reasoning faculties, and developed
their personalitiese.

That the development of character and the cooperative
habits acquired in the Better West Club becsme distinctly
noticeable at home is the testimony of more than half of the
parents. The eagernescs of the parcnts to help the school in
this great undertaking is proof that the present status of
society is changing and that the community now accords its
vote for group activities of this kind in the schools.

The study shows that all children do not have the same
ability to distinguish rignt from wrong, but the slow will
tenaciously c¢ling to situations with which they are familiar
and will do their best. One year of willingness to work and
to meke an effort created by a social situation such as the
Better West Club provided cannot always overcome several
years of inertia, stubbornness and lack of cooperation, but
some marked gains were noticeable on the records. The improved
scholarship is proof of the changing attitude of the children
who were members of the club.

It was found by the writer that verbal statements of what
should be done in all kinds of honesty situations showed
mtrensfer® or "carryover" in the case of children with the
highest I.Q.'s much more frequently than it did with low I.3.'s.
Few will deny that a high score or mark on an ethical discrim-
ination test is an indicetion of high intelligence and ability
to differentiate and compare; but & low mark in ethical

discrimination does not correlate with a low I.Q. or low
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intelligence. It mey simply imply that the person tested had
no experience in that kind of an ethical situation. He had no
knowledge to act as his guidepost. This does not mean that
becsuse a person's I.Q. is high his moral preception is high.
If his social contacts have been of approved moral status he
will test high, if not he will test low.

Tre data in Chaptef VI, Tables XV to XVIII, inclusive,
show that misdemeanors decreased under the influence of the
experience in these clubs, and that improvements in bemvior
and scholarship were achieved. Since the only changed
condition of the school was the group activity or social
situation set up in the club and the conscious thought for
self-control and government, it is possible that the changes
were due to group consciousness. This is a social situation
which determines character. Tor instance, the clerk of the
club was very dependable, well behaved, thoushtful, industrious
end reliable, whereas previouvsly he was lawless, impudent end
lazy. After being in the club he acted 1like a gentleman in
the hails and auditorium.

Not only has the participation of the pupils in club
work been beneficial to them, but its influence has permeated
the whole tschoole. Ividences of this have been noted by the
teachers in the orderliness which characterized the last two
fire drills. Great improvement has alzo been reported by the
instructors in the manner in which the children go to the
guditorium and conduct themselves in it. The demand for a
school slogen and o school song showed the influence of the
club's activities. A decrease in tardiness and a small

increcace in attendance moy be the rezult of the studies of
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punctuality by the club.

The final conclusion is that clubs of this nature are
the important socializing snd character building agencies in
the school. However, a great need is shown for further and
more scientific investigations and experimentations in this
field. Better and more definite methods need to be deviczed
for the testing of character. Then, too, an analysis needs
to be made of each personality test so that the teacher may

be reasonably sure of what the test measures
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APPENDIX A

CONSTITUTION OF WEST JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT COUNCIL

Article I. Name

The name of this organization shall be "The Student
Council of West Junior High School."

Article II. Object.

The Student Council of West Junior High School shall have
have for its object maintaining and improving cooperative
relations between the student body and the faculty of West
Junior High School with a view of increaeing the efficiency
of all school activities.

Article III. Members.

The members of the Student Council of West Junier High
School shall consist of three elective officers, a repre-
sentative of each home room, a8 faculty advisor, a faculty
sponsor, and the principal as ex-officio member.

Article IV. Officers.

The officers of the Student Council of West Junior High
Schosl shall be a president, vice-president and executive
seoretary elected by ballot the third Thursday of each semester
by the student body and faculty. They shall remain in office
until their successors are elected.

Article V. MWeetings.

Meetings shall be held third hour every Friday beginning
third week of each semester while school is in session except
when otherwise arranged by the principal. Special meetings
may be called by the president or upon a written request of
five members. The regular meetings shall be held in the class
room of the faculty sponsor. All meetings must be attended by
the faculty sponsor or faculty advisor or both.

Article Vi. Committees.

There shall be the following standing committees and as
many other committees as shail be mecessary from time to times

l. Thrift

2¢ Memorial

8. Aunditorium Activities

4. Traffic

5. Buildings and Grounds

6. Scholarship

7. Vest Junior Booster Committee

8. Pnblicity
9, EXecutive
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1. It shall be the duty of the thrift committee to promote
banking and to attend to all other financial matters not
otherwise, herein, provided for.

2. It shall be the duty of the memorial committee to promote
the interest of the students of each class to finance a
memorial to be presented, when the class leaves, to West
Junier High School.

3. It shall be the duty of the auditorium activities committee
to present and advertise through the home rooms all the
asuditorium activities. PFurther, they shall be responsible

for the promotion in the home rooms of the sale of tickets

and the securing of ways and means of financing all prograas
not etherwise provided for.

4¢ It shall be the duty of the traffic committee to study
and suggest the proper methods of controlling traffic in and
around the building.

5 It shall be the duty of the building and grounds committee
to see that the dbuilding and surroundings are given the proper
care by the students of West Junior, to see that conditions
are such that all pupils may come to and return from school

in comfort and safety, further to see that there is proper
use made of the lockers and to be responsible for general
inspection of the rest rooms and report any misconduct.

6. It shall be the duty of the scholarship committee to pro-
mote scholarship in West Junior. It shall be charged with the
duty of recommending to the student body methods to be followed
whereby the scholastic standard of the West Junier High School
shall be raised to the highest possible level.

7. It shall be the duty of the West Junior Beester Committee to
foster and promote the ideals, institutiens, and traditiens of
eur school. It shall be ready at all times to aid and support
all of the other committees.

8. It shall be the duty of the publicity committee to keep
the interests and accomplishments of West Jumior faverably
before the public. It shall secure news items for publicity
in the local newspapers to be delivered to the assistant
principal. It shall secure articles for and promote interest
in the Junioer Life.

9 It shall be the function of the executive committes te
perform such duties as usually devolve upon executive committees
of similar organizations. The executive committee shall consist
of the president, vice-president, executive secretary, faculty
advisor, faculty sponsor, and the principal.

ARTICLE VII.

Upon the unanimous approval of the executive co-littoe,'-
proposed amendments to this constitution may be presented ta

writing and read at any regular meeting, laid on the table
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until the next meeting, when it shall be read and voted upon.
A two thirds majority of all members present is necessary to
emend the constitution.
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APPENDIX B

STUDENT COUNCIL BULIETIN TO HOME
ROOM REPRESENTATIVES

The Council of Character of Education of West
Junior High Schkol has found through a questionnaire
that Order in the Halls, Courtesy to Substitute
Teachers, and the Return of Lost Articles are as
followss

Poor Fair Good Excellent

Courtesy to Substitute

Teachers 327 465 308 68
Order in Halls 211 568 385 71
Return of Lost Articles 258 427 377 161

Note: (Get permission to put this on the Woard)

These figures were obtained by a vote of the
student body of West Junior.

The faculty has turned this matter over to
the Student Council so that it might get the
cooperation of the entire student bedy to improve
these conditions.

This is our plan:

Ae The Traffic Committee and the House and Grounds
Committee will be appointed special traffic
officers to make a survey and suggestions for
improvement. These people will not replace or
in any way interfere with the present traffic
system.

They will probably act in the following way:
A boy comes down the hall acting disorderly.
This special traffic officer seeing this, steps
up to the boy in question and asks for his
cooperation in trying to improve order in the
halls.

Whistling, singing, and loud talking are
not particularly bad, but undesirable se
we as the student council are asking for
your cooperation.

If any doubt arises as to who these
special officers are, they will present
you cards of identification whenever the
necessity demands, or when they think
it necessary.

3. The Student Council is asking every
student of West Junior to aid every substitute
teacher that comes to this building. This
would be considered as a mark of good sports-
manship. Therefore we are appealing to your
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loyalty to help us in this undertaking.
Each substitute teacher will be given
a questionnaire in which we are asking her
to inform the Student Council ef discourteous
and troublesome pupils.

C. The average student does not want articles
that do not belong to him. Therefore we again
ask your cooperation and that you be most
particular in handing in to the office articles
that you have found.
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