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CHAPTIR I
RISTORY AND STATTH'NT OF PROBL'M

That the Necro occuples a generally in‘erior mosition in the
soclal matrix of our particular society is recognized by the scientist
and lay person alike, Thus, the chance of any particular individual
Negro achieving a position of leadershiip and respect in any group made
up of toth Negro and White individuals seems rather slim and is note-
woerthy when it occurs., Th» chance of a number of Negroes achleving a
position of dominance in such a mixed group se=ms to be much slimmer
still and even more noteworthy., Such a phenomenon does apnear to
exist, however, and has been observed by tlie writer and others. The
study of this phenomenon is the subject of this thesis,

It was observed by the>writer, whnile working among institutional-
ized mental defectives, tiat the Necro defectives appeafed to enjoy a
favorable social position in relation to the white vatient. The
Negroes enjoved eauality with the whites in general and in some cases
becomins leaders in color mixed groups. This situation seemed partic-
ularly outstanding among the female defectives., In some cases the
positive attitude of the white female toward the Negro female seemed
to be one of admiration with various gifts and favours being offered
.to the latter by the white girls, Similar observations among defective
girls have been made by Abel (1,2,3).

in exnlanation for the foregoin: observations seemns moseible
from three standpoints, TFirst of all, it may be considered that de-

fectives are relatively unprejudiced ageinst Negroes due to their lack



of avility t» learn tiese prejudices, concomitant with their geaercl
leck of learning ability. However, lack of vrejudice would not ac-
count for the social mosition of the Negroes, Secondly, as pointed

out by Abel (2) the caste-like system 0f the community functions much
less rigidly among inmates in an institution., Hence, the Negrc may ex-
press his pent-up feelings of frustretion by develoning attitudes of
sureriority toward whiites who are nn longer in a wosition .wre favor-
able tnen his own. A thiréd exvnlanation for the phenomenon as otserved
suonz fenales is that, as Abel (2) has sugqested;.the Nesro girls are
sexually attractive tn tie white girls. The eexual attractiveness cf

tie Negro girle, accordinz to Abel (P), is a vroduct of their agsress- 4

»”

& - e e T

iveness and deminance which the white girle internret as “malenﬁésiﬂ
She also states that the attractiveness of the Necro girls is further
enhanced by their "uninhibited emotional expressions and sone of tleir
vhysical characteristics."

It was felt by the writer that if an objective technique for study-
ing the mreference or non-rre“erance of Yesro boys and girls were an-
rlied to various sroups of mental defectives and controls in the
normel popalation, it shnild reveanl the extent to which the nhenomenon

exists and mi.nt furtlhermors reveal some factors related to it.



Review of the Literature

As nentinned earlier, observations similer to the aathor's lave
been made and reported ty Abel (1,2,%). In studyving institutionelized
Negro and white defective girle, she found that only the Negcrnes becaze
outstanding leadere and that tre castelike color svstem was not en-
forced. She further observed thet the Negro girls tended to be sex-
ually attractive to the white girls. This she excleins on ti:e basis
of the masculinity of the Negro girls. The aggressiveness, siie contends,
is due to the unaccustoined equal footing with the whites. The leader-
ship of the Negro girls is thus felt to be a product of these two
factors; the sexual attractiveness and aggressiveness. Atel and Kinder
(4) had previously stated that aggressiveness in adolescent girls is
adnired by tneir female peers.

In one of the mapers referred to above, Abel (2) renorted the re-
sults of a stucdy designed to test the hynothesis that, among institution-
alized sub-normal girls, the YWeprns girls would show dominant behavior
over the white girls in a controlled exmerinental setting. The ex-
periments consisted of nresenting sich vroblens as estimating the
quantity of loose vearls in a dish to groams consisting of a Negro girl
and one or two white martners. e members of each groip w-ore matched
for C. A, witin one vear end for I. Q. within five »nointe, and, as far
a8 nossihle for lensth of institutionalization. The criterion for
dominance within a groun was essentislly one member controlling the

answers within tie grouns. Using the above criteria, it was found es

follows:



The Negro girls irmosed tlreir judgement unon tre white
girle abrut twice as ‘requently as t.e white girls suc-
ceeded in having the Nesrn girls accent their opinion

+ + « Thne dominance of the iegro is redicad only if
tliere is a discrerancy in length of institutionalization
between the partners of three vears or more. The Negro
girls sow narked dominance nver white girls under the
conditions of nur exrerimentel settinzs. (v. 433)

Hayvs (6), in a recent paper, rerorted on the relationship between
mental level and friend selectiosn among institutionalized defective
girls, This investigation involved the voting of the subjects on such
questione es, "Who in this buildineg is vour best friend?" UHe found
that in commaring Necro and white subjects that, "choices of white sub-
Jjects went almost exclusively to other white subjects." He offered as
an exvlanatinn for t»e discrenancy between his and Abel's findingse the
fact that the mean C. A. of the group in his etudy ie only 14.02 years
ard the mean C. A. of the Nezro segment of this above group is only
12.66 years wihereas Abel's subjects were all 14 years or older. He
therefore sugrested that sexual attraction is somewhat untenable as an
explanation for expected acceptance within his groups as they contained
a large nercentaze of prepubescent girlse, both Negro and white., Further-

nore, he sig~ested rezional differences in racial attitudes rigcht ac-

count for the difference in findings.



The Problsam Redefined

A review of the literature reveals tnat to date there has been
no revort of an attermt to comvare relative pre“erence siown bv the
female white defectives for the MNesro girls with the Yegro-white
preference of the normal white girls. In addition, information seems
lacking concerning how other defective grouns such 2s nmales and older
females compare in their Yegro-white prefererces with similar normal
groups and the female adolescent defectives.

The problem undertaken in this study, therefnre, was to measure
the picture preferences of white mental defectives and commarable
groups, in order to atteimt to answer the following questions:

(1) Do wnite mental defectives prefer Negro pictures to nictures
of whites?

(2) Do the ment2l defectives show a higher level of preference
for Negro pictures than do normals of similar chronolongical age,

mentel age, and institutionzl status?



CHAPTER II

FATTRIALS ATD PRCCFEDURE

Raticonesle for Mzterials

It was felt that in selecting a technique for measuring attitades
in the defective children, care should be taken that the meta~d be as
simnle as mossible due to the limited intelligence of the subjects.
Furthermore, it was deemed necessary to s8imnlify the method of resnond-
ing to ti.e experimental stimuli to a point where the examiner could be
reasonably certein that instructions were understood. A further crit-
erion for measurenent with defectives is that the method be as non-
verbal as possible.

On the basis of the foregoing, tiie logical choice of stimulus
materials was photographs of Negro and white boys and girls. As
Jahoda et al (8) state, photogravhs are ideal for the study of attitudes
of children with limited literacy. They point out tnat verbal com—
rrehension is needed only to the extent of the ge:eral test instructions,
Furthermore, reading ability is not required. Taey feel thrat nhotogravhs
also are desirable because of their high interest value.

Horowitz (7) used a series of Ilegro and white photcgranhs in study-
ing tte develovmeat of attitudes toweard Yegrnes in pre-adolescent
school boys. He utilized a "shhrw me" technique where the subjects were
asked sucn questions as; "Show rme 211 those you want to sit next to you
on a streetcar." He also had t..e boyvs vick out trhe one they liked best,

next best etc, He found t.at t:is technique amvmezred to yield more



discriminating reactione from the boys than did verbal instiruments.
Furthermrrse, he found that the results of the "show me" technique
showed a high degree of relationsiiin with his subject's actual be-
havioral biases toward Ilegroes.

Cne immortant assumtion underlying the use of nhotogranhs such
as ti.ese, in studying attitudes, is that all thotogranhs are of ap-
proximately equal attractiveness. Great care was necessary in the
selection of the photogranhs to insure that, within reasonable limits,
the pleasantness of facial expression is equal, that the vose is
standard, and that style of clothing is not unusual., It was felt that
a bust vhotograoh would helvo equalize the stimlus value of the pictures,
A final factor in the selection of the photogranhs was t-at theyv be of
a standard age group and as close to the chronolozical age of the ad-

olescent exnerimental subjects as possible.






Source of the Materials

Twenty photogranhs, ten »f Negroes end ten of whites, were selected
fronm améng geveral hundred of the year book pictures of a sovhomore high
school class,

The ten Negro pictures were equally divided as to sex - five of
males and five of fenales, The same division was made with the pic-
tures of the white members of the high school class,

The pictures were combined into two grouns for test presentation,
The first wes a groun of males consisﬁing of ti.e five male Negro nem-
bers and the five male white members. The second groun was of fewnale
pictures in similar racial combination.

The pictures were of standard size and were placed in two rows of
five each. They were numbered from one to ten and the Negro and white
photogranis were mixed randomly.

These two sets of pictures were tien reprodiuced as arranged above
on two projector slides. This allowed the experimenter to nresent the
photogranhs to all of the members of the non-defective individual
groups at one time. The exnerimental set of boys' photogranhs may be

found on the following page.



Sutjects and Procedure

The characteristics of the various groups utilized in this study
are s::own in Table 1. T!e adolescent :entzl defectives malzins up groips
A asd B were chosen from among the o-tients nf The Fort Wayne, Indiana
State School, a state institution for the training and care of the men-
tally deficient. The criteria for the selectinon of trese subjects in
addition to those criteria swwn in Table 1 inclnded freedom from
psychosis and absence of any serious senscory defects. All subjects in
tnis study were white.

Two adolescent grouvns of older white defectives were obtained from
the Fort Wayne institution. These groups (C and D) had been institution-
elized for a loncer period of time then the younger grouvs (A and B),

The normal, non-institutionalized subjects (grours E, F, G and H)
were from the Dearborn (Michigan) piblic school system. No psychometric
data were avsilable on these subjects, but it seems reasnnable to as-
sune that their mean nental level was anrroximately averagse. Tie sub-
Jects in grouns G and H (normal adolescents) were selecfed in orcer to
commare their picture nreferences witih thosa of the nentally de“ectives
of the same chromnlogical are. Groups T and F (normal rreadolescents)
were chosen in order to corvare treir nreferences with thnce of defact-
ives of a similar mental age.

An additionel group of subjects was obtained from tiie Boys Vocational
School in Lansing, Michirsan —— a state institution for tue training of
delingquents. These subjects of normal intellisence were selected for

the nurposes of commaring teir picture preferences with ti.e nreferances



10

of similarly institutionalized defectives. It s“nuld be mointed cut
that this control is nst idezl as tne delinquent boys nad been in-
stitutionalized for a shorter period of timé (Mean 1.8 yesrs) than had
been the commarable mentzl defective grouap (Mean 3.3 years).

The exrerimental vwrocedure consisted of showing the twn sets of
photographs, one set at a time, to the mewbers of the varioas groums.

In the case of the mental defectives, the stimulus material was shown

to each of the individual group members senarately. For the renaining
grouns, the sets of photogranhs were projected onto a2 screen and the mem-
bers responded simultaneously., The exnerimental instructions were as
follows for the defectivas: "See 21l of these pictures? I want you to
look at all of them carefully and then voint to the one you like the
best.® The subject's resvonse was then recorded and he was instructed

to pick out the one he liked next best. After the second respnonse was
recorded, the subject was finally instructed to pick out tiie one he liked
next best to the first two. The instructions for the non-defective
groups were similar, except that the subjects were asked to write down
the numbere of their choices rather than to point them out and they were
cautioned to arrive at their choices individually.,

Every subject thus made a total of six out of twenty vonscible choices,
three of their choices being of male pictures and three of females. As
every group was made.up of twenty subjects, the total choices for any
one group was 120 pictures out of a pnseidble 400.

The rationale for vresenting the stimali to each individual sep-

arately arcng the defectives and having tnem moint out rather then write
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down their choices wae again to simmlify tne situation as much as pos-
eidble for them. Unfortunately, it was not possidble to dunlicate this
procedure in the other grouns due to certein time and nhysical
limitations. Howsver, it seems doubtful that any svstematic errors
were thus introdiuced which would render the cnoices of tns twn grouns

incommarable.
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Statistical Trectmeat of te Data

In order to measure the relative nreference.for Hecro nhotograni.s
between the various defective ard normal grouvns, the following statis-
tical comparisons were made, holding certain experimental variables
constant:

1. Groups A and B (the adolescent defectives) with G and H (the

adolescent narmnls) holding chronslosic2l 2 e ceonstant.

2. Grouns A and B (the adnlescent defectives) with E and F (the
vrecdolescent normals) holding mental age constant.

3. Groups A (the male adolescent defectives) witia I (the in-
stitutionalized male delinquents) holding institutinsnelization
constant,

The crucisl variable in these crmmariasons mentioned above is mental

status (defective vs. normal).

In addition to the above, the following group coimarisons were mede:

4, Group G (the norarl male adolescohts) with I (the mele in-
stitutionalized de’inquents) to ascertain the differential ef-
fect of institutionalizetion on their mreferences for Negro pic-
tures, holding intellectual level constant.

5. Groups A and B (the young adolescent defectives) with C and D
(the older defectives) in an attempt tn cetermine the effect
that the differences in the length of institutinnalizetion
had on the mental defective's preference Tor exro photograis.

6., All male growos with all female groups to measure the reliability

of the dif“erences in nreferences between the two sexee.
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The granhic representatinn of the data revealed incidentclly sone
sizable differences between certain grouns. Two final commarisons were
consequently nade to test the sienificance of t'.ese differences. These
were:

7. The choices of male Yegro pictures on the vart of all male
subjecte as comared with the clinices of all female subjects
of Negro pictures renresenting sex.

8. Groups E and F (preadolescent normals) with the remaining
groups (211 adolescent groups plus the adult defectives).

In all cases, the commarisons were made for choices of male photo-

gravhs and female photogravhs senarately.

The statistic applied for comparative nurposes was chi square using
a two by two contingency table as described by Edwards (5). The cells
were divided into white vs. Negro choices for the two grouvs or sets of
groups being cormared. All choices (lst, 2nd and 3rd) were treated
equally for statistical purvwoses. The number nf Negro or wnite choices

were merely summated for each subject,
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Critique of Methodology

Certain methodological difficultiss arose in tne course of the
study tnat led to tie employment of a seemningly questionable procedure,
By anticipating and enumerating some of tre questions, we may forstall
much criticism,

Already mentioned was the fact that the actual exmeriiental pro-
cedure differed soimewhat between the defective and normal groups. How-
ever, if the pictures had been shown to the defectives in a group
situation, as was the case with the normals, it might have complicsated
the situatison to the mn~int where an error of misunderstanding would have
achieved s-ome vprominence, Thus, the methnd used while exmerimentally
inexact was felt to be tre most advantageous.

Another criticism which might be raised is thet t:e selection of
white children from the Dearbnrn school svstem was questionasble, as
this community bars Nesroes from residence and thus is possidbly an
etypical pooulation in terms of racial attitudes. An examination of
the data showed no significant differences, liowever, between tne normal
adolescent boys from Dearborn and the groun of delinauent boys,

One mejor omission in this study was a group of institutionalized
non-defective girls wtich in the light of the results would be of great
interest for cormarative purnoses. Such a groip was not available for
this study., Similarly, a group of yosung institutionalized normals
similar to te Dearborn grade school children would likewise be valu-
able for commarative nurnoses, but acain, these grouns were nnt avail-

able for this nwrnose,
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Another factor requiring consideration is as follows., It would
be foollhardy to assume that a "choice of photographi® technique such
as wes used in this study is a direct measure of such a diffuse and
complex attribute as an attitude, nor would we be so brash as to con-
tider it an adequate measure of relative vrejudice against tne Yegro,
However at least nart of the variance which is associated with the
selection of Negro vs. white vhotogranhs wonld seem to be logically
related to tre variance associated with the actual rejection of, or
positive behavior toward, Wegroes and whites in social interaction.
T this extent, then, the techniques eunloved would seem to at
least partially reflect impwlicit or explicit positive or nezative
feelings toward real people. Certainly, a racial concept in photo-
graphic form is no further removed from its empirical referent
than is tlie word Negro.

The major shortcouing of this experimental design is essentielly
the sare that one generally encounters in nractically most research
on social phenomena, i.e. the multitude of uncontrollabdle, complexn
variables, This difficulty makee it hazardous to attribute sone
exnerimental results to that factor.which characterizes the group in
the mind of the experimenter. It is with this in mind that the author

offers his intermretations of the exnerimental findings.



CHAPTTR III

FIXDINGS A'D INTERPRTTATIONS

General Firndin:=s

The results of this stuldy are shown statistically in Table II,
Table III, and Teble IV, and graphically in Figures 1, 2 ard 3.

Table II shows the raw frequencies with wiiich male and female
Nearo photogranns were chosen as preferred by all groms. It is im=
mediately evident tnat ell grouns were greatly ﬁiased in favor of
the white photorsraniis, as witiiin the zroup shiowing tle greatest
preference for Nezcrnes tne lleorn chinices did not exceed twentv-five
choices nout of the one “undred and twenty nreferred nhotograpns. The
girnificance of this nromortinn is 2t t-e 1 vercent level n con<idence
with a t value of 5.00,

Table III and Table IV nresent the chi square valies for «11 of
the statistical comarisons btetveen grouns, Those comarisons in
Table III test te difference in Negro thoto preferences of the
mentallv defectives and grouvs of commarable C.A.; M,A.; end in-
stitutionalization., The ¢l square values fall below significance in
all cases. Hence, mental defactives do not seen tn differ in their
Negro-white pictire nreferences than do commaradble mersans 25 norme
intelligzence.

As snown in Table IV, no siznificant differesce was obtained in
comraring crow G (normal adolescent males) with eroap I (ianstitatina-

alized delinauent wales) a=nd groins A 2and B (roung mental defectives)

with groucs € and D (older ment:1l de‘ectives).
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The graohs in Figures 1 and 2 indicate that all of the various
grours had greater rreference for Megro vwhotograpns of the same sex
as the subjects, As shown in Table IV, statisticsl analysis of tlis
relationship reveals that t:e mole subjects chose Negro male nhotos
with greater frequency thcn did femnle sibjects. The chi square velue
for this dif“erence is 7.23, which is significant at the 1 percent
level of confidence. Sirilarly, in choosing Nesro female nhotos, the
fenzle subjects showed a greater number of vreferences than did the
nale sabjects, The chi square value of this difference is 14,EZ,

This agein is significant at the 1 percent level of confidence.

An insnection of Figure 3 shows that tihie youngest normals (groups
E and F) showed much less nreference for Veero mhotngranns than did the
remaining gronp., When a statistical comperison between the incidence
of selection of Negro pictures in the twn youngest grouns was made with
the incidence in 211 renainine groins, a chi square velue of 5.96 is ob-
tained. This fimire indicetes a sicni“icance of the difTerence a2t the
2 vercent level of confidence.

Additional data, not included in the tables, is brought to light
in the following paragravhs.

While it nns been demonstrated that thne several grouns tended to
show greater nreference for eqro nhotocranhs of the samne sex, this scex
preference was mich more marked in tne ‘ezmnle subjects than in the male
subjects. Waen the freailencies o7 tle white Temales chonsing female
Neero whotogrenis is compared with the freauencies of male gro'ms choos-
ing male Negro pnotographs, a chi square of 6,05 “or the édifference between

the frequencies was obtained. This value is signifiicant at the 2 nercent

level of confidence,
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FIGURE
GRAPH SHOWING THE RELATIVE FREQUENCIES FOR THE VARIOUS
GROUPS IN CHOOSING FEMALE NEGRO PHOTOGRAPHS AS PREFERRED
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Digcussinon ~f Results

The finding thet there is essentizlly no dif<erence between the
vreference smown for Negro nhotograniis, betwesn the mentally defective
and the normal groans, suggests tat the observed leadershin of the Negro
in an institution is a function of much more than any vositive feelings
toward them on the vart of the white vatient. Perhans the explanation
that the Negro is more egeressive in this setting and thus achieves
leadersxip tarowh his ageression is a more tenable exnlaration of his
social position in light of these findings.

As mentioned before, tie niiendmenosn of social dominance of the
Negro was more noticeadble amoneg tre fermales than thie males in the in-
stitution., In this resard it is interestinz to note that 2ll of the
female white grours ia this study show significantly grester preference
for Negro nhotogranhs of feuales then do 211 of tae male grouns for male
photograrhs, This would sugcest that sn.e svecial variable or variables
were present in nroducing tiese relatively ponesitive feelings,

Tnis "ssecial attraction® is ecually ouatstanding arang the normal
adolescent girle, the older defective feia’esg, &nd the femnle adolescent
defectives. It is not as prominant, however, among the precdolescent
normal girls. This discrepancy is similar to thet found in the lack of
Negro preferences amoneg thre vrevibescent white defective females in
Hays' (6) studv and those preferences observed among adolescent white
female defectives in Abel's (1,2,3) studies wiere tie Wecro females are
preferred as sex partners. The smecial attrection ancng the fenele

grouns for trne llegro female, es reflected in their micture nreferencos,
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may have a2 sexual basis, However, furtner investigation of this phen-
omenon would be necessary before siuch an interpretatisn would lieve any
validity.,

The finding that the younger group showed siznificantly less
preference for Negro vhotos than the remaining grouns sugzcests en
interesting hynothesis concerning the develovment of racial attitudes,
From the findirnes obtained, it would epnear that the neon-preference
shown toward Yegrces does not increass from mremubescence t» adolescence.
Moreover, it tenis to become modified and lessened in the later ace
period. This may be a function of increasins social awareness and
more complete srcial integration. This area would seem to te 2

fruitful one for further investigation.



CHAPTZR IV

SUMIARY AND CONCLUSIONS

General Sumnary

The purnose of this study was to attesmmt to isonlate the variables
which would account for an observed, unigue leadership pcsition of the
Nerro ratient in an institution for the mentally defective. This was
attemnted by measuring the picture preferences of thie white defectives
in choosing between Negro znd white photogranhs, and commaring these
preferences with normal control groups. These several normal groups
were matched with the defectives for one of the following variables,
one at a time: chronolozical age, mental ave, and institutionalization,

The method used to determine picture preferences was to have all
of the subjects choose the taree most liked vpictures from amng a
groun of both five white and five Yegro male photogranhs and a simnilarly
mixed group of female ohotogranhs, Every attempt was made to standard-
ize the photogranhs which were of adolescent high schonl students.

The picture choices were divided into white and Negro and the
various experimental and control grouns were compared statistically by
a 2 by 2 chi square table. The Negro and white choices were treated
equally rezardless of ranking. All prefere:ces were merely sumiated

for any suadbject,
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Conclusions

A statistical analysis of the relative preference of Negro nhoto-

graphs shown by the various white defective and normal groups and an

interpretatinn of these results lead to tie following conclusions:

1.

2.

3.

S

6.

All groune siow a marked bias arainst the Negro pantogzranhs,
There is no essential dif“erence between the mreference

“or Negrn rhotograrhs among the defectives and normal grouns
of the same chronolosical zge, mentzl asze, or uider in-
stitutionalized cnnditinns.

The white subjects show a significantly grenter nreference
for Negro vhotograrnhs of t':e same ratier than the opnosite
sex.

This sex preference is significantly greoter for the female
subjects than the male sudjects sugecesting a "special at-
traction" for the Negro female within the femela groups.

The younzer children shswed significantly less preference
for Negro rhotos than did tae reuaining groups sugresting
less accentance of tine Y¥egro amdng tre..

T.ie observed leadersiiip position of the Nepro matient in the
mental defective institutinon does not seem to be besed on any
unique positive feelings toward tue Negro on the mart of the
white patients. This leadershin mayv be based on factors not

temved in tie nresent study,

.



2.

3.
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