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CHAPTER I
INTROIUCTION

. This 18 & study of a group of merried college students at Michigen
State University ia 1958-1959, It was an attempt to investigate the
marital edjustments which these couples emsountered while dbeing a pert
of the groving "phenomena of college -u-riage-."" This phenomenon is of
fairly recend origin, S8tudent marriages were rare during the first
quarter of this centm‘:.2 ‘

During she First World War the President of the University of
Washington gave a reception for the first married couple on campus, “not
10 calebrate the event but to avoid misunderstanding which might arise
from such an unusual relstionship between $wo university studeats,”3

This, bowever, had changed by 1956, when one out of every four
college students wee m.u'ricd.~ .

The Servicemen's Reedjustment Act of 194k end Public Law %50,
commonly known as the G.I, Bill, encbled many young men upon returning
t0 civilian life to become husbends and students simultsneously, This

contributed greatly to the phenomenon of the merried collece student,

lsvend Riemer, "Merrisge on the Campus,” fmericen Sociological
Feview, Yol, VII (December, 1942), pp. 802-815,

°Ivid., p. 802.
31p14., pp. 8u2-803.

~’hml C. Glick and Huch Carter, "Msrriere Fatterns und Fducotional
Level,” Americen Sociologicsl Feview, Vol. XXIII (Jurne, 19<8), p. 286,

1
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2
Sinoe that time there have been un incresasing mumber of college marringes
and married college students who were not voteram.?

. According t0 many authorities college marriages, whether one or
toth spouses are undergraduate or graduste students, are presented with
unique problems, If either ome or both of the srounces ere employed the
inter-relationships may become wore confusing, In addition to these
factors peculiar to z college marriage, the couples must slso face the
ad justments which nre inevitable in any utrriase.6

To make these morriuges a success the student will not only bave
to face these sdjustments but ".,.solve them with all the intelligence,
insight, stamina, and fortitude that he can muster."! The studens
should, of sourse, de sllowed to make his own decisions but there should
be avutlable for his anelysis the thirnking of the preceding generation.®
The need for informstion pertaining to the ed justments in s marriage and
more specifically the ad justments of college marriages have only been
generally recogniged recently,

In 1956 Judson T, Landis surveyed 1600 Junior colleges, colleges.

and univereities in an attempt to determine the extent cf marriage

5)1.100 Thorpe, "How lhrried College Students Mencge," Merriege
and Family Living, Vol, XIII (August, 1951), pp. 10k-105,

6"&!7 A. Bowman, Morriage for Moderns ( Kew York: nccrav-ﬂill
Book Co. .» Inc,, 1754), pp. 156-157.

~ 711»1&., p. 142,

87 - Alexander Migoun, Love end Mrrriage ( New York: Harper and
Brothen, 19%6), p. xi.
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education on the college level,” Bix-hundred and thirty inmstitutions
reported baving courses in merriage end family living. Interestingly
enough, nearly fifty percent of these courses were initiated within the
last ten years, There were 1027 courses offered, These consisted pri-
marily of three types: (1) Functional courses which pertsined to the
epplied aress in preparation for merrisge, (2) institutional oourn;
described as offering theoretical concepts of marriage and the family as
a societal element, and (3) the balence which included gradnete courses,
marriage mung courses, and educetion courses for marrisge educators,
‘rﬁn courses involved 1062 instructors and 76,805 students, comprising
6.4 m of the total student body. There was a one hundred percent
increase in student enrollment in marriage and family living courses
within the ten year span of 19471956, 10

Two-thirds of the student body reported by Landis'l were emrolled
in "functionel courses,” Approximately half, 47 percent, of the func-
tional mnﬁ were predominantly for freshmen and sophomores, One

purpose of functionel marriage courses was to prepere the student for

It least four studies of the development of education for marriage
have been made during the past twenty years, The most recent and the one
referred to here 1s 2 study by Judson T, Landis, "The Teaching of Marriage
and Family Courses in Colleges," Marriage and Femily Living, Vol. XXI,

No. 1 (Peb., 19%9), p. 37. The others are Cecil I . Hayworth, "Education
for Marriage Among American Colleges,” Assocletion of American Colleges,
Bulletin 21 (November 1953), pp. 478-481; Henry A, Bman,%iago
Eduestion im the Colleges," Journsl of Social Hygiene, Vol, XXXV (Decem-
ber 1949), pp. 4OT-417; A, O, Hollerand and William Olsen, "Courses in
Preparation for Marriesge in 113 Colleges and Universities,” Alpha Ksppa
Delte, Vol, XXVI (Winter 1956), pp. 37-40; and "Educetion for Marri:ge
and Family Relations in Southern Colleges,” Report of the kMembers of the
Committee on the Teaching of Sociology of the Southern Sociological
SBociety, Sogial Forces, Vol XXXII (October 1953), pp. 61-65.

101p14., pp. 36-37.

M,
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mate selection and the verious end sundry adjustments in marrisge,
Despite this growing interest in the sudbject of college merrisge there

hes bDeen relatively little objective research in the field,

Definitions of Terms

The term "edjustment” in this study 1s used to refer to the work-
ing errangement which exicts in a m=arrisge, This errancement cogld be
one in which a mutually setisfictory operational relstionehip exists,
but 6n.‘v£iéh moy not necesserily meet the person:l neeis of the spouses
1nv61ve§.

The term "hrppiness” refers to a mutuslly satisfactory merital
adjustment.

The term "z2rens of ad justment” refers to predetermined segments
of 1nter§ereonml maritcl relationship where edlustment might take pleace.
These afeao eret Child training, in-lav relstionships, mutuasl friends,
ferloﬂal freedom in use of time, personal privacy, religlous activities,
social activities, epending fmily income, and sexunl activities.

The term "rate” refers to that numerical figure given by the
respondent es en evalustion of hig or her marital situetion,

Tic term "rank” refers to that figure, based on the rating,
calculétéd by the writer to determine the position sttributed to en
adjustment erea in respect to the other eight aress,

”;he germ “full time" refers to the enrollment st:tus of the
student who enrclled in twelve or more credit hours of schooling,

The tern "part time" refers to the enrollment stotus of the

student who is enrolled in twelve credit hours or less of acadenic

schooling,
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CHAPTER II .
THE FRCBLIM AND CUF ENT OFINLON

The P-cblem Are:

Tkbe chort. e of current cbjective research in the sre. of collepe
marriages wis 1llustr:ted in 1942 when a systemntic rese:rch of the
availablc information revesled fbat material fulfilling the need wus
entirely lacking. The one type of inf‘omafion svailsable were magozine
articles which corried strong opinions of the authors ihich vere based
on expérieme‘ rather th:un researéh.l During 't.he' vaz: most of the merrisce
and ::mily reiearch was toéused on @e trials and tribulations of war
marrisges, Even thoush at least a dozen f'mil:r research critiques have
appeared 1n thc post-war period and hundreds of erticles written, the
situstion rmm basicall: the seme.? |

Thc largest lingle oontributions to the area of msrriage research
has been the larit.al adJustnent prediction schedules and the meritel
huppiness rating scales dmlopcd and re-defined by guch sociolo.;ists as
Termsn, Burgeoe and Cottrell, Lockc, Burgess end Wellim, and lLandis a.nd
Landis, Thno -tudicn cnco-pauing mmerous facets of marital adjustment,

Plus a pumber of ctudiec focused on special eress, such =g sexual

"Rimr, op. cit., pp. 807-815,

2C)aude C. Bovnan, "Hesearch in Pemily Dynsmics: A Criticism end
s Propossl,” Bocisl Forces, Vol, XXXIII (March, 1956), pp. 201-207,

5
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6
adjustment, represent a solid end contiming research effort concerning
the subject of marital adjustment,3

The need for research evaluating ani/or reporting the current
edjustnents necessary for marrisges consurmeated before or while cne or

both members of the merriasge are rttending collece still exiats."

The Problem

During the ecadenic year of 1957-1958 while the writer was serving
es a greduste assistant to Dr, Myrtle R, Reul who was the Coordimator of
Morriege Courses in the 8chool of EBocinl Work et Michigen f£t-te
University, the ﬁeed for more informetion rertaininz to the marital
adjustments of college students was noted. In Joint discussions of the
marriege courses this concern was elso voiced by Dr. Reul, This need
was brought to tbc ettention of the instructor end the writer by ques-
tions esked by the studcﬁts enrolled in marrisge courses, Questions
reised by the students were of e personsl n:ture which could not be
acequately answered dy the information svnilsble, |

Puring these discussions Pr. Feul also pointed out the need for
more detniled persomal 1rifémsation concerning the married student
populstion as a more re:listic bese on which to desisn the courses of
morriace to meet the students' need.

It was through the discussion of this and other questions that a

common interest was recognized, While discussing the possible solutions

HNi11liam M. Kephart, "Some Knowns and Unknowns in Family Resesrchs
A Bociological Critique,” Marrizge and Famlly Livine, Vol, XIX (!’ebruary,
1957), pp. T-15.

¥ nterview with Tr. Myrtle R, Reul, April 7, 1953,
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t0 these problems the married student dody was recognized =s a potentinl

source of informetion,

Purpose and Oblectives

As a direct result of this noted lack of current information a
study of "Married Students et Michigen State Un1versity"5 wzs undertsken
by Dr. Myrtle R, Reul,

The essential purpose of Dr, Feul's study wast

e » ». 10 examine a pegment of the married student population
attending Michigon £tate University in order to assess the degree
to which these married students have adjusted in their roles as
busbund and wife, The criteria for measurement used to assess
the degree of ad ustuent is indicated through their ability ¢o
handle ﬁmncesband their assigmment of various fani],y responsi -
bilities. . . . '

Anotber purpose of the study wes to learn something of the
circumstences thet govern college marriages such zg ages of the
individuals, how long they knew each otber prior to_the merriage,
and vhether their parents approved of the marriege,

This writer's pré.ject was designed to function as esn sddition to
the larger study with the purpose of obtaining an evaluation of the de-
gree and type of merital sdjustment reported by 1100 members (550 hus-
bande and wives) in eight specific arems of the maritsl relationship.

Considering the lack of ourrent informstion the prime objective
for compiling this materisl was to supply the educators with current

informmtion which they may present to the students in snswer to questions

5'.l‘i'l’.le of Dr, Myrtle R Reul's study of corproximntely 625 married
students at Michigan Etate University. (Unpublished)

68tatement of Furpoese for Merried ftudents &t Michigen State
University, Dr., Myrtle R, Feul., (Unpublished)

_ 7Ibid.
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rertaining to college marriages, It is hoped that some of the implica-
tions found in latter portions of this study will in some small way help
the prospective student bride and groom and the educational system to

further evaluste the sdventeges and disadvantages of a college marriage,

fcove and Cetting

This study wos conducted st & Mid-Western University which has
grown from a college of seventy male students in 1857 to e co-educztionel
university“ vith a total eh.rollment of over 18,000 in September of 1958.8
It was determiped with tbe eid of tbe Reglstrar's Office that this stu-
dent populaf.ion consisted of approxinaie],v b,500 married students enrolled
as gradustes or undergraduates as of spring term, Arril to Juﬁo, 1958,
vhen thie study wes formulnted. When the sctual deta were collected in
November and December, 1958, and Jenuary, 1953, thie merried popixhtion
had 1ncr;-ased to 6,030 merried students, This figure is spproximately

thirty-four percent of the total student populution,

.

Byichigan Ctate University Reglstrar's Office, Sertember 1958,






CHAPTER II1

ML THODS AND FROCEIURLES

Filot Study
In order to determine the femsibility of doing ressarch within

this populetion a tentative questionnaire of fifty-five questions was
constructed Jointly by Ir. Reul and this writer, During the spring term
of 1958 this writer conducted a pilot study. The pilot study consisted
of personal interviews with fourteen married couples, who were doth
gredurte and undergraduate students, with and without childrem, Their
length of marriace veried from three months to five yezrs, These
couples represented femilies with as many as three chiliren, They re-
sided in college and private housing with neither, cne, or both of the
spouses gainfully employed,

The selection of these couples was on the basls of acquaintance-
ship with the investigator.

Baged on the pllot study, it was decided to group the questions
into two categoriest (1) Factual data; and (2) evalustive dnta, It was
concluded that questions designed to assess sdjustment bdigsed on factual
naterial such s family background, ege at marricge, cost of marriage,
parental eonsent, distribution of household tacks would be Ir, FReul's
srea of interest wvhile the assecsment of the married students' adjustment
in specifie areas of marrisge relationship would be the writer's area of

investigation,
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guestlonnsire

The fipal Questionnaire incluced new questions, end modifigeations
of the questions used in the pilot study. It wus hcped tlat these ques-~
tions were 30 desiyned that the guestions eliciting factusl responses
would substantiste, supvort, end further define the conclusions drawn
from the evaluntive questicne, It was e¢lso hoped that the converse
would be true. The finsl questionnaire included a totnl of forty-nine
questions, forty-two of which pertained to factucl data while sewen wvere
subjective in mature. This project is concerned primarily with the sud-
Jective responses using the factual questions only for background pure-
poses to identify the proup being studled,

Questions of a fcctuasl nature and subjective nature were printed
on éeperate paces,

The subJjective questions were asrran;ed on tlie questionnezire o
thet the two questione which were of simllar nasture were alternsted.

The first question acked the respondent to rate the nine sre:s asccording
to the degree of importesnce in a m:rriage, The second quection esked
the resiondent to rate the sume nine edjustment sreas mccoriling to the
degree of ad justment required in h's mrrriage., These two quections vere
sejarated by‘a third questicn esking them to sirnify the decree of s-tis-
faction achieved, This wos »n attem>t to minimize the poseldility of
the respondent repeating his or her response to en earlier question in
an attempt to give a f=vorable response,

Provisions were n:de to ensble the husb-.nd snd wife to complete
and return the evalustive questionneire separately,

T;a respondents were asked to rate from one to nine, nine possible

aress of adjustment. OSeven of the nine arees of adjustment--child treining,
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in-lew relationshipe, rutuel friends, religious activity, sexual ectivity,
sociel sctivity, and spending femily income--were chosen becouese of their
usefulness in the Landis end Landis study of 409 couples.l The remsining
twvo areag--personecl freedom in use of time end personal rrivecy--were
added since it wes the belief of Dr. Reul and the writer that these areas
may heve particular significence in a college or student marriage due to
the time delegeted to studies.

Four of the seven questions which elicited subjective responses
vere concerned with the respondents® evaluation end reting from one to
nine the nine areas of morital ad)ustment acoording to four ¢:fferent
criteriai®

(e) . . . according to which you feel are the most importont
edjustmentes in & marriece,

(b) . . . the srers in your merrisce thet required the grestest
degree of sdjustment on your part, '

(¢) .. . the dezree of adjustment yjou have experienced in
thece sreans,

(a) . . . the nurber of months or yeers of your marriage
required defore gone degree of adjustment was achieved,

felecticn of the f-mrle

In view of the lar~re rmmber, 6C30 married studente, it was deter-
mined that an origin:l selection of one-third would render s workable
s mple, This wns sssuming that the useable returns would resch the pro-
portions of elghteen percent, Ae will be noted later, this was a2 low

estimate, With the aid of the Registrar's Office en al;h:betized 1list

1yuason T. Lendis and Mery G, Landis, Buildins s Efuccessful
Merriace (New York: Prentice Hall Ine,, 1948), p. 235.

arhesc criteria ere given in full in Appenédix B snd C,
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of the merried students w=s selected from the total ptudent dody, The
ectual selection of every third married student wes done dy International
Busineeg Machines, These names and addresses were printed on gum labels
vhich served to address the envelopes. A second ligting wes made in the
seme mpanner from the balance of the merried population to dbe used in the
event of acministrntive diffienlties such as improper address, mis-
identification of the maritel stntus, end students no longer enrolled in
school, Notificction of this come sbout by the return of the question-
neire, It wes conceivedle that there wmid. be some durlicete listing of
married couylés due to the similarity of n:mes and b;zth husbend end wife
being enrolled as gtudents, This wes controlled dy visunl verificstion,
Other complications end cther s2dminigtrative difficrlties were mﬁected
80 as to meintein the oricinal toteal sample, This w»s done by substi-
tuting other n'mes from the gecond listing which w=s constructed for

gsuch 2n occasion,

Ree~onse to the Questionnesires

In oontrast to the anticipated eighteen percent return the return
of B1.€ percent wns unexpected and most welcamed. To recepitulate, 2010
questionnaires were mriled, Eight hundred end thirty-six were returned,
Five hundred and fifty questionnmires were returned complete %y doth the .
hugbands end wives including both the factu:l end evnlu-tive question-
maires, The 55“’ complete resyonses rejpresented 27 .4 percent of the tot:ol

samrle,
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~ P-®ulntion and C-lenl-ticn

Regponses of the 55) husbands and 550 wives were calculated
sepsrately, No attempt was mede Decause of time limitetions ¢o compare
the responses of the individual marital pertners., This has heen done by
Landis3 and Bnrgess“ in their respective studies, A comparison of this

sort would de both interesting end possidle with the édata,

Penvin~ of the Firht Fd‘vstment Are-~c?

Conétrﬁction of a renking sczle woe bnged on the recpondent's
reting, The respondent rzted esch adjustment sree sccordin~ to the
criteria indicated for ench guestion., C(uestions k) ~nd 42 uced a nine
§1ement reting while question 44 used a five element scsle.6 In Qrder
to deternmine the renkins order for ecch question the following procedure
wes used!

(1) 1In esch of the nine eress of »djuctment the sum of the mumber
of reeponres in ernch rating wes celculeted,

(") The sum for ecch roting wes rultiplied by the mmericsl
rating of 1 through 9 to sive a weighted reting,

(3) The s of the weighted retinrs £3r ech @ *ustment rrea
wag obtrined,

(%) These totols were arrsnced in en errcy from hishest to lowest,

3Judeon T. Lzndis, "Length of Time Peguired to Achieve f/djustment
in Marriere,” frcvtcon Cnednlo~ierl Feview, Vel, XI (Tecorber 1946),

Ip. 666-675.

hPrnest W. Burcecs cnd Leonerd £, Cottrell, Irodfctin: Succecs
or Fallure in a M-rrince (New York: Prentice Hall Inc., 1J37).

SThe area of chila training 1s not inclvded in the rankin-s eince
less than half of the coujples do not hove children,

6Thn retings scales sre shown in Arpendix B and C.



S

[es

.

\""

C e
.o

,L" .
S

ot

T gt
oo




1%

(5) A rank of 1 throuch 8, 1 being the highest and 8 being the
lowest, was ascigned each maritel sdjustment erea,

A Joint ranking scale includin-z both the bushends and wives is
used when comparing the rerronces of two questions, This ranking ecele
wos prepered by the sume rrocedure as mentioned sdbove with the addition
of one ster, This step my de cnlled (3=) rnd 18 os follows:

(32) The sums of the weighted ratinzs for the husbands and wives
were c¢combined,

Following the ingertion of this step the procedure wss identical,
Thie rethcd was used on important areas of adjuctment, question hl, decree
of adjustment required, cuestion 43, and length of time required for some

degree of =3 justment, question T

7Ibid.






CHAFTER IV
NATURE OF THE GROUP

In this chapter en effort is msde to record the various character-
istics of the %50 couples of vhom either one or doth of the maritsl part-
ners were students at Michigan 8tete Uninrl,:ltj dﬁr:lm the acedemic year
of 1958, The results are compared with availoble reports from the same
university, ’01’ other colleéen and n'cn natiomi s!;.atistics; Selesction
of factors is bared on those 1tems which were felt most descriptive of
the group, These charscteristics are enrollment status, educationcl
status, age at time of marringe, length of merriage, and length of en-

gagement,

f£tudent Fnrollment Etatus
The distribution of this sample indicates that 96.9 percent of

the husbands and 21.6 percent of the wives are em'olied as students,
Thess findings are very similar to groups studied by Juﬁaon T. Landis
in 1946-1947, here et Michigan State University,l Seventy-eight and
three-tenths percent of the eouples the husband is the only member of
the marriage attending school, BSeventy-six and seven-tenths percens of
the husbands are enrclled on a full-time basis while 11.8 percent are

1judson T. Lendie, "Stwdy of Btudent Ad ustment in Merriage,®
1046-1947, unpubliched, Partisl findings reported in his book Building
a Bucoessful Marrig;:e (Kev Yorks Prentice Hall, 1943). His study of
Michigen Gtate University married students revesled thet 100 percent of
the busbands snd 10.7 percent of the wives were students,

15
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16
attending on a part-time schedule., Twelve and one-tenth percent of the
wives sre enrolled on a full-time basis while 9.6 ettend school parte
time., The wife has the "distinction" of being the student in 3.1 per
cent of the marrisges, The husband end wife both have scademic responsie-

bility 1n 18.6 vercent of the marrisges.

TABLE 1

FHROLIMENT STATUS OF 550 MARRIED COUILL'S
AT VICHICAN ETATE UNIVERESITY, 1953-19¢3

Enrclinent Ototus Number Fercent
Full Time Student Status
Hugbend Only . , ., . . . 2382 €9 .44
ifeOnly . . . 4 ¢+ & 13 2.h
Hueband and Wife . . . . 45 8.4

Part Time E£tudent Status

Husband Only . . . o . . 49 8.9
Wife Only ., . .. ... 4 N
Husband and Wife ., , . . 9 1.6
Cambinations

Husbznd Full Time,
Wife P-‘?I’t Time ¢« @ e o ho 7'3

Husband Part Time,
Wife Full Time . , . . 7 1.3
TYTAL L . . 55D 1N,

Educztionzl Ctetus of €50 Married Couples

fable 2 indicntes the distribution of the 550 husbinds and wives
aecording %o their educotional status. It should be ncted thut nine of
the husbeands end fifty-eix of the wives did not reply to this question,
Of the Shl busbands who d1d rerly, 81 percent were in elther the senior
yoar of collece or hsd complet.,ed collece, The mojority, 53.8 rpercent,
of the husbends in this s mple hzd completed colle;e while 23,6 rercent

were in their senior year,
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TABLE 2

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF 550 HUSBANDS AND 550 WIVES
AT MICHIGAN STATE UNIVEREITY, 1958-19%9

’ , Number Percent
Years of Education Completed Husbands Wives Husbands Wives

Did Not Complete High School , , O 2 0.0% 0.4%
HMigh Echool Grasduates ', ., . . . ik 107 2.6 .
One Year of College , . .. . . &5 60 &6 109
Two Years of College , ¢ o « . .. ©5 13 11.8 13.3
Three Years of College . ., . . . 113 €3 20.6 11.k
_Four Years of College . . . . . 151 1k 7.4 26.2
Graduste School* , ., . . ., ., . . 173 b 31k 8.2
NOR'P-l’-T.-.&.....4. 9 56 1‘6 10.2
TOTAL . . . 550 550 100, 100.0%

®These persons now enrolled in greduate school,

Less than one-half of one percent of the vivea did not ocomplete
high school, HNineteen and four-tenths percent did not go deyond high
school,  Those vho attended college dut 414 nos graduate comprised 35.6
peroent of the total group, Thirty-four and four-tenths peroent of the
vives had graduated from college with 8.2 percent continuing in post
graduate work.

When we ocompare the husbands and wives distribution we find that
the husbands have attained a higher degree of education since 31,4 per
cent are enrolled in graduste school in coamperison to 8.2 percent of the
vives,. This is supported by the fact that the mean cumulative years of
education is sixteen years, one month, for the husbands, and fourteen

jears, five months, for the wives. This is just slightly higher than a
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18
similar sample tsaken at Purdue in 1J50 which showed 15,5 end 13.3 yenrs

of education for the husband end wife reepectively.2

Age at Time of Marrisce for 550 Husbands and 550 Wives

The grest majority of the husbands, 83.3 percent, were married
between the ages of twenty snd twenty-nine, The largest grouping of
378, 68.7 percent, were married between the ages of twenty and twenty-
four, The range for the husbznds was from seventeen to thirty-three
Years with the median age of twenty-three years, Of the wives 519,

94 .3 percent, were between the eges of fifteen and twenty-four years,
vhile 393, T1.4 percent, were between twenty and twenty-four yeers at
the time of marrisge, Their median age at marriage is twenty-one yesrs,
two lonthl, with the range being from sixteen to thirty-two years, Less
than one rercent of the husbands end wives were married efter age twenty-
nine,

F. €, Glick and E. Land=u3 of the National Census Bureou celcu-
lated in 1948 based on current statistics that the medisn age at first
marrisge for men and women was 2.2 years and 20.9 yenrs respectively,
They also reported thet over half of the men enter into the firet mer-
riage between the ages of 22 and 28 yeers while fifty percent of the
vomen were first merried between the ages of 19 ond 24, Considering the
extremes, they found that only nine percent of the men were msrried before
age twenty and fifteen percent of the women were first merried before

their nineteenth year,

%Harold T. Chrietensen and Robert E. Fhilbrick, "Femily Size as
e Factor in Marital Adjustment of College Couples,” Americzn Sociological
Reviewv, Vol, XVII (1932), pp. 307-312. A stuay of 348 couples of which
one member was a veteran end a student,

3Paul C. Glick and ¥, Landnu, "Age as a Factor in Marrisge,”
pmerican Sociolsgicel Feview, Vol, XV (1950), pp, 517-539.
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TABLE 3

ACI: IR YEAR s AT TIM!: OF m'«rmuE FOR
. 550 HUSBLRDS ANKD 550 WIVES
MICHIGAN STATE UMIVEREITY, 1958-1959

" Age st Time Bumber ot Percent

of Marriage , Husbands Wives Husdbands Wives
15-19 Years , . . . o 53 126 9.6 . 22.9%
20-2k Years , . . . . 373 393 8.7  T1M
25‘2) Yea.r’ e o o & o n3 30 2006 5'5
30-3% Years . . ... 5 1 -~ -2
NoFeply ... . . . 1 0 2 eese

TOTAL . . . 9% 350 100,04  100.0%

Paul Glick and Hugh Carterh .studied merrisges contractgd bgtwcn
the years 1947 and 1954, They found that the median oge at first mar-
risge for’ college students merried during these yesrs was 25 years, 5
months, Afor t.hc husbends and 22 years, 10 wonths, for the vifes.

. VWhen a compariscn 1is nade to these national ﬁguru ve ﬂnd thsat
the nedian age of the husbam!s 1n tm. semple is lower vhilc tho wivel
is slightly higher, However, percentsgevise more students are merrying

at a younger age,

Lensth of M-orriz-~e for 550 Courlee

The largett slngh group of 128 courles rerresenting 23.3% of the
totel lﬂl}l—lﬂ vere married leu than one year, In this, the less than
one year group, 63 cou;;tes have been married from three to six monpho.
The majority of the couples in the total sample, 61.8 percent, bave been

married three yeurs or less, The mean length of marrisge is two years,

Mlick and Carter, op. eit., p. 23,
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20
one month, The mejority of the students in the semple hed completed the
Bachelorate degree. Therefore, many of the respondents had been married
for at least twvo years of their college career, This wes also indiceted
in a study of 346 married couples done st Purdue University im 19%0 by
Christensen snd Fhildrick, They found the mean length of marrisge to de
four yeers, two months, with fifteen years, six months, and thirteen
Jears, four months, being the mean cumulative years of education for hus-

dand end wvife reapectively.5

Lengzth of Enzagement of 550 Courles

The engagement period is e Joyous occasion with th. major function
of testing out the relstionship between the future husband and v1f0.6
Hornell Hart thinks of the engngement period as the time when the working
hypothesis of marriage is ex;;lorecl.7

According to the distributiom of the 550 couples, 151 couples in
this study, 27.5 percent, meintained their engngement reriod from six to
nine months., TLe second end third largest groups of 134 end 1C3 reported
engagement periods of three t0 six months end twelve to twenty-four months
respectively,

Landis end Landisd 1n their study of 544 college students reported

that fourteen percent of the couples did not hsve =zny engagement period,

Christensen snd Fhilbrick, op, eit., pp. 307-312.

6Janu A, Peterson, Fducation for Marrisge ( New Yorks Cherles
Scribner's Sons, 1356), p. 1)1,

THornell Hart and Ella Hert, Iersonslity and The Family (Bostons
D, C. Heath and Campeny, 1J35), p. 1hk2,

8Landis and Lendis, Building A fucceseful Marrl:qpe, p, 183,
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el
Eeventy-four percent had up to two years engagement while twelve percent
bad an engagement yperiod of two or more Jears, This is in contrast ¢o
this study vhich indicetes that 3.8 percent 414 not Bave any engagement,
5.9 percent had two or more years engagement, and the balance, 90.3 per
cent, had an engagement period of from ene day to two Jears, Considering
that both of these studlies were conducted at the same educetional imsti-
tution, a person might make the assmuption that the trend for morried .
students attending thls university has been to bhave shorter engagements,

TABLE &
LERGTA OF ENGAGEMENT IN MORTHS FOR 550 COUPLES
AT MICIUGAN BTATE UNIVEFSITY, 19%53-19%9

M
length of Engagement — Fumber Percent

Mo Engogement , , ., ., & 3.6¢
o - 3 Months * e o o @ 53 9-7
3 - 6Months , ., ., . 134 244
6 - 9¥onths , , ... 151 27.%
9 - 12 VMonthe , ., . o . 5 10,0
12 - 24 Months , , ., , . 13 18.7
24 Months and Over , ., ., 33 5.9

: TOTAL . . . 550 100,04
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Chapter EBurmary

Study ’of the verious factunl characteristics, of enrollment status,
educational stetus, age at time of marriage, length of marriage, and
length of engagement indicates that ina general the 550 couples in this
study were similar to those in previocus studies, This w:s particularly
true in the areaz of emrollment status vhere a greater nunber of husbands
than wives were enrolled as students, In the majority of the marriages
the husband was the only student, Even so, & higher percentzge of wives
vere reported es students in this study than in eny of the other ntud‘.el.g
Husbandis reported a higher academic atteimment then the wives, The
lergest number of husbands rerorted completica of eome grzduate training,
vhile the largest number of wives had comrleted Juet undergreduste work,
The majority of both husbzniés and wives wvere married between the ages of
tventy end twveanty-four. The sge st time of marris; e rangei from sixteen
to thirty-two years and seventeen to thirty-three years for husbenis and
wives respectively, The medien sge st time of m:rrisge of the husbands
( twenty-three yenrs) wes lower thsn the natiomal sversge for men, while
the median age of the wives (twenty-one yesrs, two mcnths) wes higher
than the netionsl stetistics for women,l? In general, students in this
study were engsged s shorter length of time than students at the seme
school ten years prior to the time of this study,n Most of the stu-
dents hed been mirried three yesrs or less with the lnarrest nunmber bheve-

ing been married less thin one year, This was in contreosgt to a study

9Landis, op. ¢it., p. €3, and Christensen, of. cit., P, 21,
1%11ck, of. cit., rp. 22-23.

D andis, op. eit., p. 26.
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23
done at Purdue in 1350 where the mesn length of marriage was four years,
two monthe 12

It muct be rememdered that this study wes dased on a select
sample of married students who choee to share person~l information,
There may therefore be some inheronx‘bias in this study, Lowever, the

similzrity to other studies seems to succest a relatively representative

s=mrle,

S

ﬁ__,,na_he
. Ty
'

- 12cbrigtensen, cr. cit., p. o,
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CHAPTER V

RANKIRGS AND COMPARISORS OF MARITAL
ADTUCTMETNT AREAS AMND CPITCRIA

In the following sections the writer has sttempted to present a
plcture of the husbands® and wives' eveluations through the rankings of
eight areas of maritzl adjustment accordiing to three criteria, These
criteria aret (1) Most importent areas of uaauitnent 15 a marrioge;
(2) Areas which regquired the gmtesﬁ degmvovf adjustment in their mar-
riage; and (3) The length of time required to achieve some degree of
adjustment, The rankings of the eight aress will de descrided first

followed by a campariscn of the three marital edjuctment criteria,

Tonkings of M: ritul Adjustrent Arerg Dy Threoe Criteris

Importsnt Areass of AdJustment

In an ettempt to determine what the hucbands and wvives ocnsider
important areas of edjustment in a marrisge, they were asked to rate the
eight ereasg, The resulting rankings by the husbonds eni wives are shown
in Tadle 5 on the followiny puge,

It will be noted that the husbanis and wives rgreed in the rank-
ing of sexusl sctivities es first, cpending family income as secomd, and
relislious ectivities es third most important aress of edjustment in e
nerriage. The wives felt that 1n-law relutionships snd mutual friends
were more important then soclel ectivities, while the reverse was true

for the husbands, Husbunds and wives sgreed in the ranking of persomnl
2h

; N e
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25
freedam in use of time and personel privacy as sixth and eighth respec- -
tively, E£ocial esotivities and mutuesl friends were the areans where the

grestest degree of &isa.recment betveen the busbends &nd wives occurred,

TABLE 5

FAXKIIG OF EICHT AREAS OF ADJUSTMENT IN
A WLTRIACE ACCOFLING TO IMPCTTAITE
BY £50 HUSBANIS AND 550 WIVEE

b = = — s = e e

Rapk® Busbands Vives
1l Sexual Activities Eexual /fctivities
2  Srending Family Income f£rending F:mily Income
3 Tcliglous Activities Feligious Activities
& tocizl Activities In-L-w Kelc-tionships
) In-Law Rel:tionshirs Kutuel Friends
é Ferscnzl Freedom in Fersonal Freedom in
Use of Time Use of Time
T ¥utuel Friends Socisl Activities
8 Yersonal Frivacy Personal Frivacy

#]1--Most Importent
8--Least Important

Leyree of Ad,ustment lFequired

The spouses were asked to identify end rate these srme areas
within their own marriage, Eee Taitlt 6,

The busbands and vwives agreed 1n raenking sprending family income
es the second and yersonal privecy as the sixth requiring the grentest
degree of adjustment, In 8ll other six areas there w:s disasgreement,
The husbancs ranked jersonal freedow In use of time first wbile the
vives felt sexucl activities required the most adjusiment., The wvives
renked personal freecom in use of time as third, %he husb:rdis ranked
sexuzl activities third. The husbands felt thet eocial activities re-

quired a greater degree of adjustment thin in-luw relctionchips., This
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is the reverse of £he wives' ranking. The wives ranked religious sctivi-
ties seventh and mutual friends eighth, while the husbends felt that

mutual friends required a greater degree of »djustment than religious

activities,
TABLE 6
RANKING OF EICHT AREAS OF ADJUSTMENT IN YOUR
MATREIACE ACCORDING TO IECLEE OF ADJUSTMENT
REQUIRED BY 550 HUSBANDS AND 950 WIVES
Ronk# Husbands ' Wives
1 Personal Freedom in Sexusl Activities
Use of Time , .
2 Spending Femily Income Spending Family Income
3 Sexual Activities Personal Freedom in
Use of Time
4 Sociel Activities In-Law Felationships
5 In-Levw Relationships Boeial Activities
o Fersonal rrivacy Fersonal Frivacy
y { Mutual Friends Religious Activities
8 Religious Activities Mutuzl Friends

%®#1--The greatest degree of adjustment.
§-<The least degree of ad)ustment,

Length of Time Reguired to Achieve
Some Degree of Adjustment

The 550 husb.nds 2nd wives ranked the eight sreas im regard to
how long it took them to echieve some adjustment.

Both groups renked sexual sctivity as the =rea requiring the
greatest length of time to achieve some degree Of adJustment,

The reader will motice that there is more disogreement then there
15 agreement even though the differences are slight, TFanking of the

husbande' and wives® responses showed there wee dissgreement in five out
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of the eight ureag, Moegt of the areas remained within one ranking of

each other,

T/3IE T

RaRKING OF FIGHT ARL:S OF ADJUSTMERT #CCORDIRG TO
Lialia OF Tidd TELUITED 49 ACHALVE LOFE 71JUSIMI T
(550 HUSBAKIB AND 550 WIVLE) :

—— - . __—

Tunkh Hugdands Wives
1 Cexusl fctivities fexunl Activities
e Spending Femily Income In-lew Felationships
3 In-Law Felationshiys frendinc Tamlly Income
b Tersuonel Freedom in Iersonel Freedom in

vse of Time Use of Time

5 leligious Activities keligious Activities
6 Iersonzl Frivacy Ecciel hctivities
1 butual Friends _ Personal frivacy
8 €ocial Activities Mutuzl Friends

*1-~-The Toncest,
8--The Shortest,

Comuaeriecon of Messures of Ad lustment

In order to facllitate ; conpafison smong the three messures of
8djuztment, the combined rankinés of the husbands end wives for each
criterion are being utilized, |

In relstion to éli three mensures,.the ccmbined resgronses of
husbands.and vives ﬁhowed that cexunrl rctivity nd spendine f.mlly in-
cume posed the two gre;testAprcblems in their m:rri:-ce, The erea of
kutu:l friends, which !s rvnked seventh on all three criteris, is the
only cther are: vhere the s.me ranking w:s glven ca theoretlc:l impor-
tunce, the expericnced aljustment, «nd the len.th of time required to

ed act.
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T 'BLE 8
CRTATATIVE RAIKING OF FIGTT M/PITAL /TSUCTMINT /AFESE
BY 590 HUCB ILS AND 550 WIVIS BACED ON THHIE CRITEEIA

e S e e e e e e DS ]

CRITERTIA

Degree of Degree of Leny-th of
Hunk* Inportence Adjuctment Neyuired Tire to Adjust
1 fexu-l 7etivities fexuel Activities Cexual Activities
2 fvemding Frmily fpending Fumily frending Frmily
Incume Incore Incone
3 Felisione 2ctivities FPersonul Freedcm in  In-Law Rel:ticnships
- Use of Time
Y In-Law Fel-tionchirs In-Law TGelationshits Fersonnl Freedom in
' ' C Ute of Time
5 Personel Freedom in focl .l Activities Peligious Activities
Use of Time '
6 gocinl Activities ferson:l Priv:cy tersonnl) Privacy
T  FEuturl Friends " Mutuel Friends Mutual Friends
8 lersonrl Privacy Feligious Activities Social Activities

#..1 18 Grertect,
8 1e tmnllect,

The r:nkixs of religious esctivities indicete thet this sares 1s
considered important but it required the leagt amount of adjustment which
wng sccomplished in a reletively short perivd ¢f time, In the erea of
personal privacy the decree of adlusiment reguired ¢nd lencth of time
are the scme, cnd cre roanked hizher then importonce, Lerngth of time
w:g e£lsd hi;hest in in-l~w relutionchip with éegree of importance and
decree of adjuctment reguired ronked the esme. In the rre: of socisl
ectivities the recrondents ranked degree of rdjuctnent hicher then degree
of importence with len-th of time rrnked lower thnn both, The erea of
rersonel freedom in ure of time found degree of edjurtment ronked hisher
then deyree of importance snd lenth of time required to nchieve some
ed juctment, However, thls sres required s reletively long period of

time defore some adjustment wes schieved,
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CHAPTER VI
LEIWCTH OF TIME REQUIRED FOR ADJUSTMLRT

To the individusl ccneidering marriage and the person recently
invclved in a marital rehationship en aueawen.t of the eress considered
importent and the amount of adjustnént requix;e& could dbe interesting,
It is conceivable to understand how the individuals might de more in-
f.erest.ed 11; the length of time required before some degree of harmony
existl.‘ This question mey slso be important in evaluating existing
marital reiationships. Thercfore , the qrespondentl in this study were
asked to indicate for each marital adjustment area the time required in
their marriage defore some degreé of sdjustment was schieved,

From the respondbnﬁ' repn;s a ranking of the eight sreas and
a percentage calculstion for each of the eight erers in reg=rd to the
length of time required wns possible,

When the rnponse- verc ranked {t was found that thi husgbands
and vives ;grcel that sexual activities, spending f:mily income, end
in-law ﬁhtimhim were the three areas ‘vhich required the longest
period of tino to achieve some adjustment, Considering the over-all
ranking, the hucdbands =nd wives sgreed in the following three sreas:
sexual activities, personel freedom in use of time, end religious activ-
ities, In four of the five remaining areas the rankings were in close
proiin;ity; not more thon one rank difference. However, in the area of
social activities the hush:nds repo;'ted that this erea required the

| 29






30
shortest length of time to achieve some degree of adjustment while the
wvives considered it third from thé shortest, Since each area of the
eight aress has a dezring on the respondents® maritel adjustment, each

area is rezorted separctely,

Sexusl fetivities

The wives reported that sexusl activity required the longest time
for adjustment, The majority of the husbands atated they had sehieved
ed justment in the first two months of marriage. Eight percent said it
took them longer then three yesrs, In comparison, less than half eof the
wives, 45,6 rercent, rerorted that cexmel adjustment required less thea
three months while 6,2 percents took longer then three years,’

TABLE 9 7
IA.EICTIVi‘ OF TD&E‘ Rﬁ'gUIF‘ED Amk MAFRIA(;‘vE TO ACHILVE

EOME ATJUSIMERT IN SEXUAL ACTIVITIES
(550 HUSBARDS AND %50 WIVES)

e o . Husband L Vife .
Length of Time Number Percent Number Fercent
O- 3IMonths , ., . 284 51.6% 251 §5.6%
3~ 6Months ., ., . -T2 " '13,1 - 9) 13,90
6 - 12 Months . , . . 61 1.1 &9 12 6
12 - 36 Munths , . . a 10.2 79 12.7
316 Months and Over . 8.0 34 6.2
NPeply . . ..... 2 50 21 N9
TOTAL . . , 5% 100.0% %50 100.0%

Se\;enty-ﬁﬁ a;a. eighf-fenthl f?x:éeﬁt of the busbsanis and 76.2
percent of the wives found some adjustment within the first twelve
months., This 1s quite similar to a study by Landis of murrieges not
restricted to college students, His report stated that of 409 couples

76.5 percent of the hucbands and 75.2 percent of the wives achieved
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31
sexusl adjustment within the first year.1 It seemg that more husbends
felt they hed echieved some »djustment eerlier dbut over & space of two

Jears more wives had .:chieved adjustment,

freniine Frnlly Income

The husb::nds and wives dboth reported that erdjustment to epending
£ amily income reguired the second greatest degree cf adjustment, Eee
Table 6, p;ge 26, Considering the len-th of time to ad just in this erea
the -aJofity of husbands, 5.5 rercent, echieved some edjustiment within
the firse two iﬁnﬁhs vhile 47.5 percent of the wives reported the seme,
On the other extreme 6.9 rercent of the husbends and 5.2 percent of the
vives reported thst adjustment h:d not been forthcuming until three or
more yeers had passed, Thirty-two husbands and thirty wives dia not
fesﬁoni to'this rortion of the questionmaire, If this is en indication
of an inadequate adjustment, 5,8 percent of the bhusbsnds snd 5.4 percent
of the wives still hove not achieved sdjustment,

| Landis in his study of 409 couples? found that both the husbands
and ;1;ei rated spendinz f=mily income second to sexusl activity when
éoﬁ;idciing the length of time reguired to echieve &djustment, Landls
slso ronnd that 77.0 percent of the husbands 2nd 75.6 percent of the
vives achleved =djustment within the first year.3 A eimiler percentsage

of husbands ia the rresent study andjusted within one year, but a larger

1. 1, Lendis, "Lencth of Time Required to Achieve Ad'ustment in
Marriege,” Americ:n Scciologicsl Feview, Vol, XI (December 1ik6), p. €67,

2&_’:‘... P. 6@.
- 31pad.
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TABLE 10

LEICTH OF TIME FEQUITID AFIER MR3IIACE TO
ACHILVE ALJUSTMENT IN SPENDING FAMILY 1KCOMT
(550 HUSDANDS AND %50 WIVEE

Busband Wife

Length of Time Kumber Percent Number Percent
O- 3 Months ., . ., . 283 %14 251 k.58
3 6 ¥onths . ., , . 85 19,6 91 16.6
6 12 Monthe , , . . 56 10,2 91 16.6

- 36 Mcnth‘ e o 55 10 .0 I‘B 8.7
36 Months £nd Over . . 38 6.9 -9 5.2
No Feply e o o o @ o » 32 5-8 30 5-‘

0L, . . 550 100,04 550 100,0%

percent, 60,7 percent, of wives in the college atmosphere fcund adjust-
ment in the first yeor of -arriage;. The difference in these findings
mey be due to the difference in financisl pressure snd xjolea of the
spouses, in the' gtudy done by Lendis and this project, epproximetely
the s»me percentiges end renkincs were reported by the busbenis end wives
for sexual mctivity and for spendirg family income, ‘I’hls would seem to
aupgent thzt thece two aress efre of similar signincunce in the merital

reletionship,

Personal Freedom in Use of Time

Approximetely the same peroentnge of husbandis end wives, 54,6 per
cent and %4 .8 percent respectively, achieved ad justment in this area
during the first three months, Seventy-nine end eight-tenths percent
of the busbands were cble to achieve some adjustment within the first
year of marriege. The same was true for 80.6 percent of the wives, Ten

and six-tenths percent of the husbands and 10,9 percent of the wives did
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not reply or stated th::t sdjustment has required three or more years,

Since 37.T7 percent of tine couzles buve been married for three or more

yesars, this may be an inilcution of insdequate sdjuctment,

TABLE 11 .

LENGTH OF TIMI FELUIRED AFTER MARRIAGE TO ACHILVE
ADJUSTMLRT IN FEGEONAL FRELDOM IN UCE OF TIME
(550 HUSBANDS AKD 550 WIVES)

Hueband Y Wife

Lerath of Time Number Fercent Nurmber Feroend
0 - 3Months , ,, . 300 5k 64 ki 5h B4,
3 - 6Months . ., . . 86 15.6 83 15.1
6 - 12”3--th8 * o o o 53 906 59 1007
12 - 36 Momths , . ., . 53 9.6 k7 8.6
36 Months and Over .. 28 5.1 26 b7
HO Repu o & ® & ® ¢ o 30 o 5-5 3~ 6-2

TOTAL . . . 550 100,04 550 100,09

In genernl the husbhands' and vivca' responses are very similer,

This similarity is mirrtained in thcu' ocamparative rankixgl of persoml
freedom in use of time to the other seven areas of &djustment under the
topic length of time required before some adjustment is schieved, Hov-
ever, when mco:ismring another oriterion, degree of ad ustwment required,
the husbands rank personal rreedc-~ in use of time as the second ‘nost
dem~nding while the wives renk it third, This su;gests thet evem thouch
the husbands nnd wives required similar lengths of time, the husbands
found it more difficult than the wives to attain s eatisfactory condition

in the area of versonsl freedom in uze of time.



———




Feligious Activities

Moking en md'ustment in the religzious life of & couple required
less time than half of tlie other arene, As far es the bhusb:unds were
concerned it required the least smount of s#djustment. However, with the
vives the situstion varied slishtly. They ranked religious activities
next to last., fee T ble 6, pace 26, This finding coupled with the fact
that T71.3 percent of the huebends end 66 .4 percent of the wives achieved
nd justment within the first tvo months of m:rri:ge indic-tes that this
is en uvreu in vhich these husbsnds #nd wives adjusted readily, Fefer-

ence Table 12 bdelow,

TASLE 12

LEMCTH OF TIME RELUIVFD AFTER MAURLAGT T
ACHILVE AIJUSTMELT IN PELIGIOUS ACTIVITILS
(550 HUSBAKDS #ID 550 WIVLS)

e e e ]

Husbond Wife
Length of Tine Kumber iercent lnmber FPercent
O - 3Months , , ,, 392 71.3% 385 65.4%
3 - 6Months , , , . &8 5.1 2) ©.3
6 - 12 Months , ., ., . 25 h.6 b3 7.8
12 - 36 Months , , , , 37 6.7 35 6.4
36 Months and Over , . 30 5.4 32 5.8
NoFeply . . . ... . 38 6.9 46 6.3
TolAL . . . 95350 100,04 550 100,04

Judson T, Landis reported similar findinge and m:de these comments?

This e«se mny be bec:use meny churches dieccourzse "mixed
marrisages.* ltorents sleo encournre their children t5 m.rry thocge
of their faith o that young peorle cre more awcke to the problems
in this area then :ny other adjustment are.s of marri ge,

~ W aermm
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Londis found th:t 80,3 percent of the wilves and £3.2 percent of the bus-

bunds echieved ad ustment withlin the first seur.5 Corirr.tlive fi,-ures
from this study eh:w th 't T9.5 percent of the wives »nd §1.0 rercent of
the busbands founi «d ustwent within the same period of time, Lr, Landis
nlaé found thet a lurger percent we of wives th:.n huchb'nds h:d difficulty
rencﬁing ad justment, One of the recegons for the difficuliy, «s5 indiczted
shove, sre mixed relicisus murringes,

Qut of tue 550 wrrriazes in this study, €3 couvvles reported inter-
f:ith marrisgces, Of the {J mixed religilous mrrrisges, 39 husbonis end 36
wives feported that e¢djuctment was achleved within three months followling
merrispe, There were more wives thon husbends who neglected to snswer

this p:urticuler question, Eee Tadble 13,

T43LE 13

LETGTH OF TOL FEWWIRLD IN IXTER-FLITT ATHIACTS
T2 ACAIFVE AIJUSTMFRYT IN KILIGINUS ACTIVITII S

e e e e e e ]

C - Huebend Wife
Lenrth of Time Kumber Fercent Kumber Fercent
0 « 3 Months . , . . 39 56, 55 36 52 27
3« 6Months . . . . 2 3.0 3 b 4
6 « 12 Months . ., . . 7 10.1 T 10.1
12 « 365 Months . . . , 8 11.6 5 7.2
36 Months end Cver , . 6 8.7 12 4.5
50 RQP]J L[] . . - . L] . 7 10.1 8 11,6
THANL ., . W 639 100,05 (5] 130, 0%
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Personal Privecy

This arer was ranked as one of the less important ereus in regard
to the degree of ad ustment required (ranked number ), end length of
time required by both husbends and wives (ranked sixtb end seventn),®
The majority of the responients found ad ustment comilete withia the
first three months, - Four and six-tenths percent of the busbaunis end
M.b percent of the wives did find 1t necessary to allov between one cnd
three years for adjustment, See Table 14, Considering the totul group,
personal privacy does not seem to dbe a prodlem zres, This does not

negate the fact thet for 2 few couples this mey be & major problem,

T/BLE 14

LENCTH OF TIME RE\JIIFED FFIMR MAFRIAGE TO
ACHILVE ALJUSTMERT IN THE AFEA OF FEVSONAL iRIVACY
(550 BUSBARIS AND 550 WIVES)

Husbnnd Wife

Length of Time Number Yercent Nunber Fercent
0~ JMonthe , , , . 37h 68,04 36k ©6.2%
3« 6Months ., , .. 6Ehb 11.6 &6 15.6
6 12 Months , , . . 36 6.6 27 )
- 36 Months « e 25 b6 2h h b
36 Months end Over .. @ 3.6 15 2.9
No Feply . . . . . . 31 5.6 33 6.9
. TOTAL . . . 550 100.0% 55G 100,0%

- 68“ I‘O, po 26) Pe. 27-
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Socinl Activities

The area vhich vz listed éo ranking eighth t‘ﬁr tbe husbends and
sixth for tho wvives in thi; critex;ion, length of time reguired to achieve
some degree of =d )ustment, wes sociel sctivity, Adjustments in this a&a
do noct seem to be es ﬁifficult a8 muking adJustments in the sress of
sexunl activities snd sypending fzamily imcome. The busbands and wives
placed 1t mid-way on the scele with renkings of four and five respeec-
tively. Reference Tsble 6, psge 26,

$ixty-tvo and nine-tenths percend of the husbands uchieved some
degree of adjustment before the third month of their marrisge. Another
23.1 percent schieved adjuctment in the first year of marriege, 8imilar

data for the vives was reported, Eee tadle delow,

TABLE 15

LEIGTH OF TIME FIWUIFED #FITLR MARRISGE TO
ACHInVE ALJUSTMENT 1N BOCIAL ACTIVITIES
(550 RUSBANDS AND 550 W1IVES)

Length of Time Number Fercent Kumber [ercent

O« 3Monthe , ., , . 346 o2 9% 34k €2.%3
3 - 6 Months . . , . 7" 13.5 68 12.4
6 -12donths , , ., . 53 9.6 ) 1.2
12 - 36 ubntbl « @ o @ 37 . 6:7 36 60,
36 Months and Uver . , 12 2.2 12 2.2
lDRepJJ s e e 6 o o @ 23 ,-1 3“ 6'2

TOTAL . . . 550 100.0% 550 100,0%

More husbends within tie first six months found 1t casier to
adjust to the chénge wof social activities than the wives, Ir, Landis

found that four percent of the husbands and wives made an =«djustment
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within the first year and 13,6 percent said there h:d never been a sstis-
factory adJnstment.7 The husb:inds' easier acjustment may not be a
phenomenon that is peculiar to the college stmosphere, becwuse the hus-
bands continue to have, us students, social contacts throuch their seca-

demic classes as the non-student huchand doee in his svoc:tion,

Mutuel Friends

The area of mutu: 1l frienis is r:nked by the buivbands +nd wives us
one cf the lesser arens requiring ed ustrment, ronkin: eeventh end elghth
respectively, This is in cyreement with the Lancis study,8 Ee reported
thit both the husb:.rds and wives found this to be en esres crusing the
lecst smount of difficulty.9 A difference does exist in the rankings of
the length of time required to achieve ad justment, The wives reported
that it tekes a lonyer time to schieve some degree of udjustment, Cee
Table 16. The reeson for this difference cen only be su;gested in that
the husbends maintsin their college friends and the wives have to become
integrated into & new sociel circle, This difference does not seem to
pose any ma jor problem since both the huedbsnds cnd wives ranked it in the
lower third of tiae ecile. The husbands seem to hove more trouble adjust-
ing and require e lcnger period of time to arrive st some nd usiment,

The reverse is true of the wives ss shown by the rrnkins of eizht in
regurd to fhe len;;th of time required to schieve ed ustment, Ec=e Tudble T,

yege 27.

7Judnon T. Lendis, "Lencth of Time Fequired to Achieve Adjustment
in a Marrisge,” fncricen £oclolcgicel Feview, Vol, XI (December 194£),
p. 670,

8 id,

I1va.
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TABLE 16

LENGTH OF TIM: REUIFED AFT:R MARKIAGE TO ACILEVE
ALJUCTVERT IN ASCOCI/TING WITH MUTUAL FRIEIZS
(550 HUCBANG AKD 550 WIVLS)

' Rusbxnds Wives
Length of Tinme Mumber lercent  Mumber Fercent
O~ 3Months , , .. 372 67.6% 386 75.2%
3 - ©6Months , ., . . &b 1.6 55 10,0
6 - 12 Months ., . . . e 8.4 41 1.4

12 - 36 MOKlthS e & o o 31 5.6 29 5.3
36 Months #nd Over ., ., 8 1.5 8 1.5
FOReEPLy . o v v 0 . 2 5.3 31 5.6

TOTAL . .. %550 100,0% £50 100.0%

This 1s 2lco 1lluctrcted by the fact th.t 70.2 percent of the
vives and €7.6 percent of the husbun&s ’achvlmd sdJustment in the first
tvo months of mrrrisge, Fighty-seven and six-tenths percent of both the
husbanis snd wives had.achieved adJustment by the end of the fi;st year,
See Table 16 sbove, A .simihr figure of 68.5 jercent was reported dy
Landis for the perccntagé of husbands end wives achlieving edjustment

wvithin a year,

In-Lsw Felationshizs
Unlike the preceaing aree of mutusl frienas, un equal proportion
of busbunis end wives heve not achieved vdjusiment ¢t the end of the
first yeer in the area of in-lav relationships, See Table 17, The
husbands and wives ronked five end four respectively on tine degree of
aljustment required end ronkicgs of two for the wives eni three for the
husbendis 1n rég;&rus to the length of tlme required were reported, This

indicates thut the wives buve been slower tban their husbunis in
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achieving some degree of adjustment.l This eppreiesl is supported by
the fact that 59.5 percent of the busbands 1n comparison to 55,3 percent
of the vives resched scme degree of adJustment within two months after
merriage, By the end of the first year the difference is lessened, 77.2
percent for the husbends and 7%.0 percent for the wives, Landis reocorded
similer data when 80,3 percent of the wives and 83.2 percent of the hus-

banis reported adjustment et the end of one yeer.u

T.3LE 17

L.SGTH OF TIQ FEQUINED AFTER MARRIACE TO ACHILVE
ADJUSTMEXT IN IN-LAW RELATIONSHIPS
(550 HUSBANDS AND 550 WIVES)

Fusdands Wives - .

Length of Time Number Percent Number Fercent
O~ 3Months . ., . 327 59.5% 304 55.3%
3~ 6Months , , . . 50 9.1 52 9.5
6 = 12 Months e o o o k? 806 56 10,2
12 » 36 Months e s 0 9 55 10.0 6‘0 11.6
36 Months and Over , ., 33 6.0 36 6.%
mnew....&.. 38 6¢9 38 6-9
IMAL o os 550 100,0% 550 100,0%

hayter Evrmar
This study of length of time required by 550 husbands and 550
wives to schieve some degree of edjustment indicates that within each
area evaluated over fifty percent of the husbands reported having
achieved adjustment in the first three months, The vives reported e

mm Table 7, p. 27,
nJud.on T. Lundis, "Length of Time Required to Achieve Adjustment
in 26 Marriage,” Amcricen Sociologicel Review, Vol, XI (December 1946),

D. 9 [ ]
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somevhaet less satisfactory experience, In two areas, sexunl activity
and sprending femily income, less than fifty rercent of the wives sald
that adjustment had been achicved during this period, These differences
deceme smaller es more time elapeed, Thus in esch area at lesst TS per
cent of the husbands reported that adjustment had been reached by their
first anniversary, The came wss true for tbe wvives in seven ereas, The
one dissenting erea is personmal freedom in use of time for which enly
70.6 percent of the vives reported achievement of some degree of adjust-
ment,

These facts succest that a sizeable portion of the adjustments
tock place during the first six monthe, A lsrge mejority of the spouses
reached an sdjustment by the end of the first Jear, In gensral, the
husbands felt that they bad aghieved scme adjustment earlier than the
vives, but by the end of the second year the difference was negligidle,
£imilar findings wers recorded by Judson T. laniis.l? However, Landis
414 not include in his study the arees of personel privecy and personal

freedom in use of time,

121p54., pp. E6-€TT.
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CHAXTER VII
CUILEST B6TATE OF AIJUSTMENT

After considering the respondents’ evaluations of their merrisges
an attempt was made to ascertain what degree of adgnsﬁenx ha& been at-
tained, Thig ettempt was made by‘ a question asking th‘e-reepondentn to
describe each of the eight areas scoording to the degree of adjustment
experiemed.l .

In each erea studied, the overvhelming mejority of respondents
reported that adjustment uﬁ.fwtory to both spouses bad been achieved,
Those dissentins from this favorrble view varied from 12 percent té 29
percent in different are: g of adjustrent,

Fourteen percent of the husbands and seventeen percent of the
vives who responded ldentifled the erea of religious activity es sA area
vwhere no emcunt of ad justment hae occurred, This wrs the lurgest proe
jortion of "no edjustment” responses obteined in eny of the eress,
Fersonel freedom in use of time is the lergest erea where the husbande,
13.3 percent, and wives, 13,7 percent, have been sble to menke adjmw
satiefeactory for themselves or their spouses dut bhave been unedble 40 -c-;
camylish complete agrecﬁent. f£ee Table 18,

The erea havin:; the highest percentege of resionients reporting

mutually sstisfuctory edjustment is mutusl friends, ZFersonal privacy

!'I’he question used, number 42, 1s found in Apreniix B and C,

L 1]
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end social activities are second and third res ectively, Tihe fourth and
fifth positions ere held by sexuzl activities snd in-low relotlonehs s,
iersonel freecam in uce of time end relijlous ectivitlies Love the small-
est percentage of respondents reporting mutually estisioctory edjustment,
tee Table 18, p, 43.

An over-all piclure of the oldjustument is fndicsted by the number
of areas in wvhich bcth the huebond and wife ecree that satiefactory ad-
Justment hes been echieved, ©Only 26,9 percent of the counles reperted
hoving achieved total ecdJuetment in 211 the eight prros unier dlscuscsion,
In contrest, 1.4 jercent of the couples ere unsble to asrce in any of the

eight mrees, fee Table 10,

w2SLE 19

EATICRACT Y ADJUIS MY NT ACHLIZVYED BY BITH Fanmimmg
CF 520 MKADRICIS IN EIGIT AFTAS OF M/TITAL AIJUCSTVIET

Number Number
of of

Arengt® Courles Percent
8 * * L ] [ ) L ) L] L] ° . L ] 12‘8 L ] L ] * e [ ] - L] 2609‘;
7 ® [} L ] L] * - [ ] [} [ ] L] ua [ ) [ ] [ ] [ ] * L ] L] 2\).h
6 [ ] L] * [ ] [ ] . L ] . [ ] ] 67 [} L] [ ] . 1 ] L] L ] l'-) '8
5 L] * * . * L ] L ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 7~ * L ] [ ] L] [ ] L] L] 13 05
k [ ] [ ] . L] [ ] . L ] L ] L] [ ] h“ [ ] L] L] L ] [ ] * L] BOG
3 L ] [ ) L ] L] [ ) L ] [ ] L ] [ ) [ ] ua L ] L [ ] * [ ] [ ] L) 7 l3
2 ® & © & o o ¢ o 2 o 2) ® ¢ o o 8 o 3 06
1 L J L J [ d L] [ ] [ ] [ ) [ ] L] [ ] 7 [ ] L ] [ ] [ ] * L ] L ] 1.3
o [ ] [ ] [ ) L ] L ] L ] o . [ ] [} 8 (] [ ] L] L] L] . L] 1 .u

so F.'ll e &6 @ ¢ ¢ o o lo ¢ & & 9 ¢ o o loa

T:)T;"L ¢ o 0 550 e 8 o o o o o 100 -U;’

#Thece represent ereas in which saticfactory
adJustment to both purtners wus regorted,
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CHAPTER VIII

RESFOIMDENTS WHO WOULD ROT REIEAT A CAMIUS MAFRIACE -~

A COMPLRISON TQ THE TOTAL EAMITE

One measure of sdjustment to a college marriage or any marrisge
is for the person to answer the question, "Would you do 1t arain?!™ When
this queetion wns acked of the 550 husbands and wives, 4(2 husbends end
M43 wives gave a positive reply,

The delance of the 1100 respondents, 77 busbands (1% percent)
and 63 wives (15.1 percent) replied "no" when esked 1f they were ummer-
ried and knewv what they know now ebout the special adjuctnents of s
camrus marriage would they marry before finishing college,

"rhe're vere thus 100 negative responses to the question oun whether
the individual would repest a cempus marriage, Only 66 of the 160 were
marriage pertners, This meant that, of the 127 marriages represented
by tbese Aegative responses, 33 or about one-fourth were uns=atisfactory
to Wh partners, but three-fourths wvere unsatisfactory to only one of
the partners,

Approximeately one~fourth of both the husbands and wives did not
give any reason for their negztive reply, However, of those who daid
explainA tbe largest mmber geve a receon such es "It tekes too much time
awvey from studies,” Otber ressons weret "I wouldn't merry before I had

a B.A, degree™) "It would depend if we had enough money.,® See Tadble 27,

45






Husbands Wives

Reasons Number Percent Number Fercent

Lock of Finances . . . « o o » A I 2% 1 13.3%

Interferes with School Work, . 21 27.3 23 27.7
Interferes with Campus Activ-

ity and Freedom of Time , ., 10 13.0 11 13.3

Wouldn't Marry Before B.A. . . 1) 14.3 1 8.4

omr . . . . . . . - . K -~ . k 502 9 1008

bB.m...O....‘.Q” “00 a “.5

TOTAL , ., . TT 100,0% 83 100,09

In order to facilitate an understanding of this group who said
Mwmﬁtnp-‘nm-rﬂmmmmhnthtuim-
tigation iato the background of these respondents and an evaluation of
their adjustments was warranted. m.wuwmrmd
a comparison of these respondents and the total sample in regards to
years of education, age at marriage, length of engagement, and the
responients’ evaluation of their adjustment, If the respondents felt
they were ready for marriage was also considered,

Population Cheracteristice

\ . Years of Education
mx-.ﬁwmornm in this group who have
twelve years or less formal education than in the total sample., Thie
comparison also holds true for those wives who have completed sixteen or
more yeers of education, The seme comparisons hold true for the husdands,
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It vill be noticed that 19,8 percent of the wives in the total
sample and 25,3 percent of the wives in thia- group hed comileted twelve
years or less of formnl education, Twventy-secven and seven-tenths per
cent of the vive- vho would not repeat a campus marrisce in .c‘cnparison
with 26.2 percent or the vives in tho total sample had received their
bocbelora degm. Of the !mcbandn who vould mt repest 8 campus mAr-
riage, ,8‘9 peroent had completed college while 27 .h percent of the hus-
‘bamll 13 t.ho total scpple had achieved the same level of iﬁucation.
However, 1u the percentege of husbands who have post-graduate education
t.hero is a dirterent Plcture, Forty-two and nine-tenths percent of the
husbam- vho would not. repeat s campus mrriage and 31 A percent of the

husbanda in the totsl sample have education beyond sixteen years,

TABLE 21

PERCEITAGE TLISTRIBUTION OF BUSBAHDS AND WIVES IN THE
TOTAL EAMI'LE ARD THOSE WHO WOULD KOT PEFEAT A CAMPUS
o MAFRIAGE ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL ETATUSS

£ . _J
- Those Who Would

: Not Rereat A .
Years of Campus Marrisce Total Semple
Educstlion
Completed - " Busbands Wives Husbands Wives
12Years and Lese . . . 3.9% 25.3% 2.6, 19.8¢
13Years ., , . o o ¢ . 3.9 k.8 b6 109
b Years . ¢ ¢ o ¢ o » 5.1 7.3 1n.8 13.3
15Years . ¢ o o o « » 13.0 7.3 20,6 11,4
16Years . 4 ¢ ¢« s .« DI 2.7 2T 26,2
17 Years e s o e oo 18,2 12,0 12.9 5.8
18 Years and Onr e o o 2B.T 3.6 18.5 2.k
FoFeply . o e o s o+ 1.3 12,0 1.6 12,2
TOTAL , o . 100,0% 100,0% 100,04 100.0%

#Percentaze cealculstions are dased on %550 husbanis and
550 wives in the total sanile, and 77 huchands and 83 wives
in the gronp who would not repeat a campus marriage,
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Length of Marriage

There 1s & smaller percentage, k. 9 percent, of respondents who
have been married less than three years in the group vho would ot marry
while in collece than in the total sample, The percentage of respondents
married less than three years in the total esample is €1.8 percent, How-
ever, the situation is Just the reverse for those marriages consummsted
for throlwyurl or more, This would seem to suggest that it is the
couples vho have been married three years or more that find campus life
difficult end unsatisfectory,l

Ii tbe group vho would not repest a cempus marriage 1.6 percent
of the lﬁrriagen containing one or both srouses had been consummated
less thh thr« months, There were 128, 23,3 percent, marrieges of one
Jear Or less in the total sample, Of the people who would not repeat a
college marrisge there vere twenty merrisges, 15,7 percent, represented
in this group, Whem the length of marriage 18 increased to three years
or more there is s greater difference in perceantege., In the total semple
there were 210‘ irriagea, 38,2 percent, of three years or more in length,
Of the merriages in which one or both spouses would not repeat a campus

marrisge, 70 marriasges, 55,1 percent, wvere of three years or more dura-

tion,

&

J'Pmpox't.mmzt.el,v there i1s a difference of 17 percent in the
mmber of marriages conteined in the three-year or more categories, The
group who would not repest is the larger figure in the proportion, This
Y bave 5088 bearing on the celculations,






TABLE 22

DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL SAMPLE AND RESFONTERNTS
WHO WOULD NOT REPEAT A CAMPUS MARRIAGE
ACCORDING TO LENGTH OF MARRIAGE®

b — e — —

Those Who Would

Not Repeat A
1-0:?3 Campus Marriage Total Semple
Marriege FNumber Percent Number Percent
Otol Year , , , . . 20 15.7% 128 23.3%
Oto3Mos, . .., . (2) (1.6) 2&; (&.5)
3t 6Mos, , ., , 15; 11.8) 68 (12.%)
6to9Mos, ... . 2 1.6) 20) 23.6)
9 to 12 Mos, ., , , 1), (o.7) (16) 2.9)
lto2Years , . . . 16 12.7 109 19.8
2% 3 Years , , , , 21 16.5 103 18.7
3th Years . ., . . 23 18.1 ) 12.5
bto5Years . . .. 1h 1.0 46 8.4
,“Glm ¢« o s » 9 7-1 32 5.8
6 Years and Qver p 24 189 63 115
TOTAL ., . . 127 100,0% 550 100,0%

#There ere 77 husbands and 83 wives who would not
repeat a campus marriege, representing 160 marriages, Of
these 160 marriages there were 33 in which both spouses
stated that they would not repeat a campus marrisge, There-
fore, we arrive at a total of 127 marriages in which one or
both spouses would not repeat e cempus marriage,

Age at Time of Marriage

The largest percentage of both busbands and wives vho would mot
repeat & campus marrisge falls within the age range of 20-24 years at
time of marriage, These percentages are 64.9 percent for the husbands
and T7.1 percent for the wives, This is also the age range during which
most of the spouses in the total sample were married, There were 53
husbends in the total sample, 9.6 percent, who were married between the
ages of fifteen and nineteen, Of the busbands who would not repeat a
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campus marriage 11,7 percent. wvere wvithin thio age bracket, In the 30-34

sge range there wvere 2.6 percent of the husbands who vauld not. repect .
campus narr:lage in comparison to 9.9 percent of the husbands or the toul

sample married during this period

TABLE 23

" DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL EAMPLE AND RESFONDENTS
Wil0 WOULD NOT FEFEAT A CAMIUS MARRIACE
ACCCDING TO AGE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE

P— . — e e ]
Those Who Would

Rot Repesat A
A - Campus Marrisge - - Totel Bample
Age at Husbands Wives Huebonds = Wives

Time of ’

Marriage . Io, Yercent No, Ferceat . Xo, Pereent Jo, Percent
15 - 19 Yrs, o « 9 o7$ u . 1303’ 53 90“ 126 ao”
20 - 2b Yre, 4 50 649 €4 TT.1 378 68.7 393 Ti.h
25 -9 Ire, . 6 28. 8 96 13 206 30 5.5
30 - 3~ Irg, ¢ ¢ 2 2.6 0 . ase 5 9 S ¢ o2
ROR.W ¢ & ¥ o .. vee -0 R LX) SR 3 el N - S nee

TOTAL , . .77 - 100,0% 83 100,08 550 100,08 550 100,08

S

In the ege brecket‘ of fifteen to nineteen &t the time of marriage
the vives' findings ere t_he‘oppodu of the busbends, In the total
sample there were 22,9 percent of the wives who married during this time,
However, only 13.3 perceat of the wives who seid they would ast repeat a
college marriage were wed at this age, This sugzests tiat the degree of
dissatisfustion i lower in the younger group,
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Length of Engagen?nt
A difference in thil area is among the people who had no engago
ment; bovever, engagement of less than nine months seems more popular
with thc vould not repeat group. Of the total sample only 3 8 percent
parriasges were contracted without an engaguent period In cont.rut,
179 porcont of the marrisges in vhich one or both spousel vauld not. re-

peat a campus marriege were comm without an engagel.nt perlod

TABLE 24

TISTTIBUTION OF TOTAL SAMFLE AND FESPONTENTS
WHO WOULD NOT FEFEAT A CAMPUS MARRIAGE
ACCOrDlNG TO LENGTH OF FINCAGEMENT

Those Who Would P

Kot Fepeat A

Lez;f’th Cempus Marriage Total Sanmple
Engsgement Rumber Fercent Rumber Percent
No Engagement , o . 10 .. 70% . 21 . 3 -8¢
0~ 3 Months ., , . . T 3.5 53 9-7 T
3 - 6donthe , , . . 36 8.3 134 2h b
6 - 9 Months e o s o bl 3203 151 27.5
9 = 12 Months , e o @ 8 03 55 10,0
12 Months and Over, , 25 .7 136 24 .6
TOTAL , .. 127 100,04 . $50.  100,0%

.ot

Twenty-four and four-tenths percent of the total samile were mar-
risges wvhich were campleted after three to siz months' engacement,
Twenty-eight and three-tenths percent of the marriaces of those who
would not repeat a campus marriage were consumected after this length
of engagement.

Considering engagements of one year snd longer, the percentages

of marriages, 19,7 percent, in which one or both s;ouses would not repeat
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52
a cempus merrisge is larger than the rercentage of marriages in the total
sample, 24 .6 percent,

The largest percentage of both groups, 32.3 vercent for those who
would not rerent a campus marriage and 27.5 percent for the total semrle,
reported an encagement period of six to nine months, There is a larger
percentage of engascements of less than nine months in length for those
who would 'not repeat & campus mnrriage, T4 ,0 percent, than there is for

the total sample, €%5.h percent,

Tleadiness for Marriece

More hugdands than wives in the totsl samrle stated that they
were ready for marriage at the age et which they were married, This is
also true for those who would not repest a campus marriege, Conversely,
more wives than husbenis in both groups stated that they were not ready
for marriage, Of the total scmrle, 3.5 percent more husbends than wvives
were reedy for marriage, In the group who would nct rereat a campus mar-
riege there 1s a cifference of 7,9 percent between the husbands and wives,

The percentoce ¢ifference 1s more ypronounced within the groups
vho stated thet they were mot ready for msrriage, In the totel sample
1.5 percent more wives than husbandis stated that they were mot resdy for
morriage, In the group who would not rerest a cecmrjus morricge, 5.9 per
cent more wives then hucbends felt thet they were not ready for merriage,

There were 12,1 rercent more husbands in the group who would not
repeet & camrus merrisge end who were not recdy for marringe then there
irere busbands in the total srmrle who were not reedy for merrisge, The

some comparison for the wives is true with 23,5 rercent,



. N N . ¢ P - ) >
" - . . . . L . . .
- . - - N
B . - B .-
. H . . . . H .
. . . ) Ve . -
. \ h - .. - 5 = e - }
. . . - ~ .. . -
<4 o . . K] o T t g
. . 2 . B . .
) . g v . . .
- - ' b . ; - : ‘
5 . ‘
"~ ’ -
i e . - e , N K Vo . : » N
- ¢ .
a : i : : E i h - <, . .
Al “ . [ . < Rl . N i) .
- . - B - - R - - A . ' - > .
- N - A . . . *~ El
. ' . " ; H . .
. . o o . a
B N +; i ? ! 3
- . . - -4 .
: . . - BN . .
. e e} . : e . .
f - . - . -
: - . ) .
- . . - . s R
“ - .
' ' , . e i
: v K - .
. ’ N . ’
- o v, “
- . - . [
- "
. > . “
- . B .
L
. . - . .
- : . ™~ - 5 LY
! N - . N
. N - >
. . -
. R : : .
.. - Y
. N - . - -
. . N -
. ' : .
il - > -
1 - :
- . . ,
. . .



TABLE 25

DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL SAMFLE AND RECPONDENTS WHO
WOULD NOT TETEAT A CAMPUS MARRIAGE ACCORDING
TO OWN EVALUATION OF READINESS FOR MARRIAGE®

B e e e
Those Who Would Net

Repeat a Campus Marriage Total Bample
Response on Husbands Wives Eusbends Wives
Readiness for
Marriage No, Fercent No, Percent lio, Perceat No, Percent
YCB LI R ) . s 96 ?9.91' 63.% ’190 w.” ~TO 8’.”;

51
B Lk vw el TR I INS % %9 & 1.0
DAY .. .q.,.4 ol 2 2.5 8 1.5 19 3.5

TOTAL . , . 79 100,06 81 100,08 550 100,08 550 100,0%

#*Feadiness at marrisge determined by self-evaluation related to
ege at marriage, FKeference question 43, Appendix B and C.

Adjustment /reas
The same procedure was used t0 determine the rankings of the growp

vho would mot repeat a campus marriage as was used for the total sample,

Degree of AdJjustment

The ranking-'of the total sample and the rankings of the respond-
ents who v'm’ald'not repeat a campus marrisge are very similar in regards
to determining the area which required the greatest degree of adjustmenmt,
There is one difference., In the total sample the renking wes fourth for
in-law fchtiouhipo and fifth for soclial activities, the reverse of the
rankings by the respondents who would not repeat a campus merriage, Re-
ligious activity was ranked as seventh by the respondents who would mot
repeat & campus marrisge and mutual friends as eighth, the reverse of
the rankings of these arees by the total sample, GSee following table,
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RABKING OF EICHT AREAS OF MARITAL ANUSDENT
ACCORDING T0 I'EGREE OF AUSTMERT REQUIRLD

e e ——— 3
Those Who Would Not
Rank# Repeéat a Campus Marrisge Total Sample

1 Sexnal Activities Sexual Activities

2 Spending Family Income Spending Family Income

3 Personal Freedom in Persomsl Freedom in
Use of Time Use of Time

& Social Activities in-Law Relationships

5 In-Lawv Relationships Soelal Activities

6 Fersonal Privecy Personal Privacy

7 Religious Activities Mutual Friends

8 Mutual Friends Religious Activities

—

- #l-Lreatest degree of adjustment required,
. Ge=Least degree of adjustment required,

Time Required to Achieve Some Degree of Ad justment

Sexual activities was ranked as the number one area in regards to
length of time required to achieve some ad justment, The respondents who
would mot repeat a campus marriage ranked in-law relationships second in
length of time and spending family income as third, This is the reverse
of the rankings by the totel sample, More striking is the fact that the
respondents vho would not repeat a campus marriage ranked social activi-
ties as sixth and personal privacy ss eighth, The total sample ranked
personal )nw as sixth and social sctivities as eighth, FReference
following table,
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TABLE &7

FANKIMNG OF EIGHT AREAS OF MAFITAL ALJUSTMERT
ACCALIING TO LLIGTH OF TIME FELUITEL TO
LCHIEVE SOME DECFREE OF ADJUSTMENT

w
Those Who Would Not

Rank®* ' Repeat a Camyus Marriage "~ Total Sample
1 Bexuel Activities Eexual Activities
2 In-lLaw Felnticnships . Spendi:g Family Income
3 frending Family Income In-Law Felstionships
b lersoncl Freedom in - Fersonal Frecdom in
Use of Time Use of Time
% Religious Activities Religious Activities
6 Social Activities Personal Friwvacy
T Mutual Friends Mutual Friends
8 Personal Privacy focial Activities

#]l~eLongect len;th of time required,
8--Shortest length of time required.
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Cirrent State of Adjustment

tdjustment Satisfactory to Both
The rankings assigned the eight areas are identicsl in both the
total sample end respondents who would not repeat a camius mnrriage,
excert in one instence, Those who would not rereat a camyus merriage
renked religious activities as seventh axid personnl freedom in use of
time o8 eighth in renking of aress in which adjustment is setisfactory

to both, In the total semple this raenking is reversed, Eee toble delow,

TABLE 28

PANKIIG CF EIGHET ATEAS OF MARITAL ADJUSTMENT
1l WHICH AN ADJUSTMENT SATISFACTORY
TO BOTE HAS BLEN ACHIEVED
.- "~ -]
" Thoge Who Would Not ‘

Rank® ° Repeat a Campus Merrisge - Total Sample
) Muturl Friends . Mutvual Friends
2 - Yergoml Friwacy - - Personal Priwvacy
3 Srending Yamily Income Srendinz Femily Income
b €ocial Activities Sooiel Activities
o} in-Lew Felationehips In-law Feletionships
6 Sexuel Activities Sexual Activities
T Religious Activities - Personal Freedam in
: : Use of Time
8 Personal Freedom in Religiovs Sctivities
Use of Time :

" Mle-Area in which larpest mmber have achieved eéd justment

satisfaoctory to both, . .
DsshArea in which smallest mumber have achieved adjustment

satisfactory to both,
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No AdJustment Achieved

Relligious activities is ronked by both grours as the largest area
in which no adjuctment hzg been echiieved, ESexucl sctivities 1s the gec-
ond lsrgest area of imdeg:u:te a’ justment for the respondznts who would
ot rereet & ¢crmpus merrisge and is ranxed fifth by the totol s~mple,
Income 18 runked fifth in the renking of areeg of no adjustient by the
6nes vho would not r-_cat 8 comugus merriage and eightia by the total
eamzle, In-law relutlionshipe, soclal activities, personsl privacy, and
mutuel friends received lower renkings by those who would not repeat a

campus morriege thrn they d1d by the total esmple,

Ta3LE 29

FATKING OF DICHT ARLL\S OF M.' ITAL fDJUCTIENT
I WidoH W0 ATJUITI LT EAS BILN ACHLVID

Tkose Who Would Not

Fank# Fereot a Compus Marriage Totrl Scople
) Felirious Activities Felizious Activitles
2 Sexunl Activities In-Laew Felaotionships
3 Tersonel Freedom in Tersonal Freedom in
ce of Tire Use of Time
Y coending Frmlly Income Eocial Activitice
5 . I{n-l.aw Felationcships Sexuel Activities
6 Soci~l Activities Fersonel lrivecy
1 Yersonal FPrivecy Mutucl Priends
8 ¥utunl Friends Epeniing Fimily Income

#l-<irev in which lergest number have not echieved adjuste-
went ,
8--Area in which smellest mriher heve not achieved
ad Justment,
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Chrnto= Sorpnry

A e

A emnll percent of the cougles, 15.1 rercent of the wives and
14,0 percent of the husbonie, said thet they would not rencet e cempus
marriage, [Tbe biggest reeson given wes "Interferes with school work,”
his coincides with the fact that persomnl freedom in use of time proved
to be a difficult adjustuent area}l

The group steting that they would not repect a collese marrisge
differed from the totsl cemple in the fullowlng res:ccted

(1) Toe, had 2 higher perceatsgze of husbunis in graduate
schools.

(2) Higher rercenteze of wives hed at leost a bachelors degree,

(3) They had been married for a longer period of time,

(%) Higher rercent-gce of engzgcements were lecs thua nine months,

(%) Eigher percentage were parried bofore the ege of 20 years.,

One of the most striking recponses was 1n answer to tiie question
on readiiness for morringe, it will be remembered that 20,0 percent of
the husbands and 34,5 percent of the wives whio would not repest a campus
marriage elso stated that they were not ready for morriage at the ore at
vhich they were married, This 1s in contrast to regpect.ve _ercentages
of 9.5 percent and 11.0 percent for tie total e.mple,

In comparing the renkings of the group who stoted they would not
rerest a campus marrisge in specliilc arens of asdjustment the following
differences were noted:!

(1) a higher yerceatuge of the "non-repeats" group rejorted

sexunl activities as cn erea in which no adjustment hid been achieved
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+han wee true of the totel sample,

(2) A nisher percentage of the "non-repeats" hed achieved no
ad justment in the erea ol s ,ending femily income than the total sample,
+i..s coincides with the foct that:

(3) The "on-re;esters” stated 1t required a smnller degree of
ed Justnent than d1d the total group,

(%) E£ociel acliviiles reguired a greater cegree of adjustment
by the "non-re;ert" growy then the total group, anis

(5) A lorger percentcge of the "non-rejeaters™ achieved a more
satisfactory adjustment in the area of social activities than the totzl
§roup,

(€) 1a the =res of in-lsw reletionships the "non-rejecters” hed

slightly lesg trouble achieving a satisfuctory adjustment than the totsl

group,
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APPENDIX A
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MARRIED STUDENTS, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
(H. is used for Husband; W. is used for Wife) ’

Who is the M.S.U. student? H.______ W.______ Both______ ; Full-time, H.______ W ; Part-time, H.______ W
How many years of formal education have you had? H W
Your vocational aims? H.____ - - Wi
How long have you been married? U
What were your ages when you were married? H.________ W
How long did you know each other before marriage? ___________________________ ..
How long were you engaged? _____________ ___ - _—
Who officiated at your marriage? Minister ______ Justice of the Peace______ Rabbi______ Priest ______ Other (explain)______
If married by a clergyman, were you married in a church? ______ At home?______ Parish or rectory?______ Other (explain)
Did your parents approve of your marriage? Husband, Yes______ No______ Wife, Yes___..__ No______
If your parents disapproved, what was their basis for disapproval?

Husband Wife
Your education________ Your education________
Financial reasons________ Financial reasons________
Your choice of a mate________ Your choice of a mate________
Other (explain)________________________________ Other (explain) - ________________________ —_
How much cash money did you have to begin your marriage? H.___ w
Approximately, what was the value of the material things you had to begin your marriage? 1. Automobile______________
2. Fumniture____________ 3. Property____________ 4. Furnishings__________ 5. Other (explain)_____________________
Approximately, what did your wedding cost? ——e - _
Who paid the major expense for the wedding? 1. Bride’s parents______ 2. Bride______ 3. Groom ._____ 4, Other (explain)
How extensive a honeymoon did you have? 1. Time__________ 2. Distance traveled..__._____ 3. Approximate cost________
Who paid the major expense of the honeymoon? 1. Groom____.__ _ 2. Groom’s family________ 3. Bride’s family________

4. Other (explain)________ _____ e

In what size community did each of you live previous to completion of high school?
Husband Wife

1. Farm or rural area________  ________
2. Towm under 10000_______._  ________
3. City under 100000________ ________
4. City under 1,000000________  ________
5. City over 1,000000________ ________
What is your religious preference? Husband, Catholic______ Jewish ______ Protestant ______ None______ Other (fill in)__
____________ ; Wife, Catholic______ Jewish______ Protestant______ None______ Other (fil in)__________ . ___________
What is your parents’ religious preference?
Husband Wife
Father__________________ Mother________________ Father________________ Mother -
What was your parents’ marital status when you entered high school? 1. First marriage, H.____ W.____ 2. Remarriage, H.____
Wo___ 3. Separated, H.____ W.____ 4. Divorced, H.____ W.____ 5. Widowed, H.____ W.____
- How would you classify the married life of your parents?
Husband Wife
1. Extremely happy 1. Extremely happy
2. Moderately happy 2. Moderately happy
3. Satisfactory 3. Satisfactory
4. Unhappy 4. Unhappy
5. Very unhappy 5. Very unhappy

(see other side)
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22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

What was your father’s occupation? H.__________________________________ Ww._
What was your mother’s occupation, if other than homemaker? H.______________________ W,

What are your parents’ present ages? Husband, Father____Mother____; Wife, Father____Mother_.___

Your parents’ education? Husband, Father______________ Mother__. _______ ; Wife, Father__ __ _____ Mother__________
How large a family do you come from? H.__________ W /
How many children do you have? ________ Their ages __ L
Would another baby, or a baby prevent you as a M.S.U. student from continuing college at this time? Yes _____ No.__.
Would be difficult to continue ——
What is your present approximate monthly income? ___________________
What are your sources of income? Husband’s salary____.._ __ ._ Wife’s salary ._. _.______ Veterans Bill ___. _____ Scholar
ship__________ Lloan__________ Other (explain) .______________ e
Do you receive some financial help from your parents or fémily? Husband’s family, Yes ____. No_.____ Wife’s family,
Yes. .. ___ No______ If you do receive some financial help, approximately how much a month?____________
Is the husand’s job full time? ______ Part time______ What is the job? _______.___________ .
Is the wife’s work full time?_._____ Part time______ What is the job? ________________ .
How is the wife’s paycheck used?_________________
Who cares for the children while she is employed? Husband .___ Relative_.___ Neighbor, no pay____ Neighbor, paid_____-
Baby sitter______ Paid foster parent______ Other (explain) .___________ _— — -
Approximately, how much do you spend per month for the following? Food______ Shelter__. ___ Clothing______ Insurance
_______ Medical expense______ Car payments______ Car upkeep______ Recreation._____ Other (explain)____________
How many individuals are covered in the above budget?______
If you included insurance in your budget what does this cover? Automobile ._____ Hospitalization and/or accident_______-
Life._____ Fire______ Other (explain)_______ - O
Where do you live? Apartment______ MSU Housing______ Rented House _____ Own house _____ Trailer__.__. — Other
(explain ) e
Who in your family under normal conditions does the following household and home tasks?

Husband Wife Both

Sets the table e
Clears the table .= .. ...
Does the dishes.. ... ..

Makes the bed.

O
........................................ O
......................................... a

P O
Gets breakfast ....... ... . g
Gets Iunch ... ... . O
Gets dinDEr . . ... ... .. ]
Takes care of the garbage and trash e O
Takes care of the yard . . ... .. . ... . .. .. ... .. 0O
Cleans and dusts. . ... ... ... .. O
Does the washing. .. ... .. ... .. O
Does the ironing. ... . . . .. g
Prepares the budget. . ... .. ... . .. ... O
Pays the bills. .. ..... .. . . e O
Shops for groceries. .. ... .. ... O
Shops for furniture and/or home furnishings . .. . .............. ... .. .. .. ]
Shops for & Car........ ... ... .. O
Shops for clothing. ... ... ... ... .. .. . .. .. O
Picks up and puts away the clothes . ......... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... O
Feeds the baby. ... ... .. .. e e O
Bathes and dresses the children. .. . .. ... .. ... .. . ... ... ... . O
Changes the baby.......... ... .. .. . . . . O
Sees the children eat the right food. . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. .. O
Sees the children go to bed on time. .. ....... ... .. ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .0
Disciplines the children. ... ...... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... O
Cares for the children when they are sick. . ............. ... ... ... ... ... ... O
Teaches the children how to do things. ... ... .. ... ... .. ... .. ... ........... O

goo0OOoooOooOoOooooocooooooooonon
000DOo0o0O0O00oooOoooooconooooaood




APIERCIX B -

QESTIONGAI'E FOR M:FPIED STUDENTS, MICHIGAN STATE UNIVETSITY
HUCBARD |

These laet nine (9) questions bave been arranged in such a way as to
enadle you, if you wvish, to answer the questions individuslly, These ques-
tions &;rear on sernrate sheets of paper and a plain enveloye is enclosed
if you prefer to return your questionnsires serarately, If so, rlease .
print the followinz address on the envelope and deposit it in e Campus .
M211 Box--DPR, MYTTLE R, FEUL, SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK, 225 MOFRILL BALL,
CAMIUS, BNo postare 1s required 1f mailed on cem;us,

Following are the nine chief aress of adjustment found in marrisge,

hl, Rate the following from 1 to 9 according to which you feel are the
most important ereas of adjustment in a marrisge. (1 is the most
imrortant, 9 is the least important,)

Child training . « o « & « & Feligious activities ,
In-law relationships , , . . Sexusl activities , .
Mutual friends , , ¢ o o o« & Eoclal activities , .
¥ercsonal freedom in use of time Spending family income
Fersonnl yt‘iﬂcy ¢« o o o & o

e 6 & @
® o o »

42, FRote the degree of adjustment you have experienced in these areas
by using the following code,

1,e~Ad justment satisfsctory to you only,
2.--Ad justment satisiactory to spouse only,
z.--AdJust.nent satisfactory to doth,

.==No adjustment,

Child ¢raining . o ¢ « o o o Religious ectivities ,
In-law relationships . . . . Sexusl activities , .
Mutual friends , , « . . o . Boclsl activities , ,
Fersonal freedam in use of time Spendinz femily income
Personal Privacy o« o o o o o

® & o o
e o o o

N

43, Fate from one to nine those aress in your marriage that required the
greatest degree of edjustment on your part, (1 is the greatest, 9 1s
the least,)

Child tralning , « o o o o Feligious activities ,
In-law relationships , , . . Sexual ectivities , .
Mutual friends , o « o ¢ o . Social activities , ,
Fersomal freedom in use of time Spending family income
Pereonal privacy . o o « o o

s 5 o
e 8 o o
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Muuummmm?cmumm

A--Zero to 3 months D--1 year to 3 years

3--3 months to 6 aomths B--3 or more years

] monthe t0 1 year ‘ : )
s aeese .u Religious astivitiss

- Cmila training .
h-lltﬂilﬂ ”ooo.~;_,_ Bexpal activities R I e
ml friends 9 6 a 9o 8 o o ml““““ P

. 8 e

:rmauzmmmunn Syeniing faplly iusmpe . . ___
Tmm“";.o‘.ot onees )

A5,

AT,
a8,
.

If you were wmerried bdut Mﬂtmhmmﬁm
edjustment Oof a campus marriage, would you marry before tm-uu

ooucgﬂ !n___. O W1 ————

L

womyoumm.oom-nmm.mw Tes__ . Bo___.
pepend ____ . (Explain) : - A

houm:ouvhu:oum-rum ___, !c.lub!__. .
hmMmmmummntthtml

Bow old . were your pavemts whes they weve married? Ither _ .

et
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APPETIX C

QCLETIOMINITE FOR M'FRIED ETUIEINS, MICHIGAN CTATE UIIIVIT.SITY
WIFE

These last nine (9) questions have been srrenced in such a way es to
ensdble you, if you wish, to answer the Questions individually, These ques-
tions eppeer on sepurate cheets of pajer and a plain enwvelope ia enclosed
if you prefer 10 return your questionnaires separately, If so, please
yrint the following addiress on the envelore and deposit it in a Campus
Mail Boxe-DR, MYRTLE K, I'EUL, S8CHOOL CF SOCIAL WK, 225 MOTRILL HALL,
CAMrU3, No postage is requireq 4f meailed on comius,

Following are the nine chief areas of ad justment found in merrisge,

hl, Rate the following from 1 to 9 sccording to which you feel ere the
most imyortont eress of adjustment in a marriage, (1 18 the most
im;ortant, 9 is the least important,) '

Child ¢raining ¢ o s ¢ o o o Feligious activities ,

In-lav reletlonchiye . . o ¢+ . Bexual activities , , : . :
Mutual friends 4 o ¢« » ¢ o & : . ©Soclel sctivities , ., .
¢ % e

Tersonel freeiom in use of time__  Cpending family income
_ Fersonal IriVacy o ¢ ¢ o ¢ 5. een : ..
42, Rate the degree of adjustment you heve experienced in these ereas

by using the fcllowing code,

1l,--Adjustment satisfactory to you only.
2.=--AdJustnent satlsfactory to spouse only,
3.~--tajustrent satisfactory to both,

k,~-No adjuctment,

Child training o« ¢« o o o o o Religious ectivities ,

L ad ® 0 s
In-law reletionshipe , « « « __ Eexusl activities , , , .
Mutusl friends  « o « » o » __. BSoclal activities ., ¢ o o
Yersonal freedom in use of time__ = fpending family income , ,

Personsl privecy « ¢ o « o o

43, Pate from one to nine those areess in your marricge that required the
greetest degree of adjustment on your part, (1 1s the grestest, 9
is the least.)

Child training ., 4 « o o o o Feliglous activities .

In-1sv relationships , « o « . Sexusl sctivities , . . . ___
Mutual friends , . ¢ o o ¢ « .. Bociel cctivities . . . o« __
Personal freedum in use of time___ Bpending femily income , , _ __

Personal FriviCy o e o » ¢ o
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Uk,

L5,

(2]
Indicate by the following code the mmber of months or yesrs your
marriage required before some degree of adjustment was achieved,

A-<Zero to 3 months D-=1 yeer to 3 yesars
B--3 months to 6 months E--3 or more years
C~<6 months to 1 year

Child tredning o o ¢ o o« o « . TFellglous activitles , , ., ___
In-lcw relatlonships . o o o . Sexual activities . ¢ o o
Mutual friends , « o ¢« « o » _. Soclel activities , o o o
Personal freeiom in use of time _ Spending family income , . ____

Personal DPrivacy o ¢ o o o o oo

If you were ummarried but knew what you know now about the special
ad justment of a c.mpus marriage, would you marry before finishing
college? Yes___, ho___. Why?

Would you recumuwnd & ¢ollege merriage for a friendl! TYes__ , Fo__ .
De pend . (Explain)

How old were you when you were merried? __ . Your husband? ___,
Do you feel you were ready for marriage at that agcel

How o0ld were your parents when they were married? Fother __ ,
Mother

cnnm®
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