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INTACHUCTIIN

Any study of 7, Zecott Fltzgorald must tuke as
1ts stertinpg--oint a consideration of the events that
trouht on the "ioaring Twenties," Ioth the decade and
Fitzgerald were products of forces to Le socen clearly
only frox our vantzge point in tize. Cno of the salient
asnects of the period was its spirit of revolt. The new
cenaration was rebelling ecainst many things which were
loosely labeled Puritanlsm and Victoriarlcme. The roots
of the problex lay far back in Amerlcan history and to
understand the twentles we musct examine thoe courss of
Amerlcen developnent, The soclologleal changes reoflacted
in Fitzrerald's work of the twentles were brought atout
nrimnarily by the srofound influence of the retreating
frontisr, Puritanism or "The lew England Way" was a
v;tal and valid sociologlcal entity in 1itsc oricinal sote
inze Tradltions and inherited values fron iZnglanl wvere
retained by the early colonists and slipchtly a2ltered to
fit the new environrzent in America. Vital to the developn-
ment of the New Ingland way of life was a sense of com-
nmity, and this was rotained in their method of cettle-
mant.

w“hen the ploneer set out fronm the seca-toard, he

toox the low :=ngland idea with him, tut acrosa the



Aopralachlans it beszn to o hads The ruritarn principle
of teing "my drother's leerer" needed thie strictness

of the centralized villace 1life and in the great western
misration few villeres were formod. The sonse of com=
aunity was largely cone and new values arcses The
#idwesterner wos self-reliant and he had a profound
trust in the natural goodnessa of unrestricted man.

The oonflict between thece two divergent moralities
say be seen clearly 4in the work of lMark Twaln, To him
the trensnlantod Furltanism was all meanness and hy;0-
ordisy, so that his sorious wori 4s one long protest
a~ainst a morality that nelther alded rocdness nor
sustained honesty. FHuclt, the exponent of natural Mid-
western morallity, becomes a notoriously bad boy in the
Furitan villa-e strictness of Harnital.t

Ultimately the Midwesterner opprosed the Iuritan
morality with conecspts derivod from Concord and ¥Walden
rond, The pilonsering movement demanded "celf-reliance"
and the exisencles of such prinitive oxlstence often
brousihit forth, of nccessity, the better instincts of man.

¥ith industrlial dsvelopment cona a sradual nerver-
glon of ldwestern self-rellance into the modern concest
of "rusrod individuslism." The irresrhonsibllity which

roes with this conecept is a notural crovtn in view of
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the "laissez-faire" econouic principles which were pre-
valent at tihat tize, The society wvhich prized effic-
lency above sobriety reached a high point in the Gilded
Are and was in direct line of descent from the ploneering
background. It has been pointed out that this concent
of an irresponsible individualism was the Jazz Ape's
heritage fronr the Gilded Age. It was, in its origins,
the moral, or immoral, bequest of a new American money
socioty to 1ts children in the scecond and third gener=
ations. The 1922's car-ped the entire hlstorical cycle
fro: 1862 on, and most sharply illuminated its meaning.2
The reason for rovolt, as well as the attitude of
irresponslibility was inherited larsely fro.: the Gilded
Are., Thoe "rus-ed individualisa”" whieh had desnolled
tho resourcss of a continant and c¢reated an aristoceracy
based on wselth, had also craczted a middle class and
proletarlat whose only tradltion was the ideal cof easy
noney. One residunl element of rurltanism creatad an
app&lling conformnity to the mores of the villare, and
enothsr, the tellsf in the wezlthy corson a3 the chosen
of God, evelved into a rapeclouc greed, The whole of
gocloty was motlivated by the eonfident hope of material
caln, With all aspectc of the clvilization welhed in
tor:s of dollar return, it is easy to sce why tha cul-

tural level was debesed., The businoss wan, s:ugy as only
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orne of the eloct can be s, was the arbtiter of =orals,
Foratlio Alger sot the pace and even Willlan Dean Eowelia
was btlinded bty "the smiling aspects" of Azmerican life.
buring the latter rart of the 17th. century anoﬁher
element leadlng to the post-war revolt was teginning to
te felt. According to Ludwig Lewlesohn, the wear brousht
to a sudden erystallization that neo-natlonalism which
vas the instinctive fear aroused in the AngloeAmericen
ropulation by the gradual articulatensss of the later
trmizrent strains: Ger:ien, Jowlsh, iatin and Slav.
These neolle, for the most pert, wers coxslotely allen
to the Furltan tradition. The war d4id not crozts bLut
troucht into sudden confrontation cultural and rzcial
crouns with their antar-oniszs of instinet and custom.
Thus we had with a-parent suddennegss sharns cultural
surfacss and friction amons those surfaces, The Anzlo=-
Azneriocan groﬁp, having power, was able to express 1tcelf
most definitely bty serticipation in tho war and enact-
mont of the 18th. anendrent.

From the point of viow of creatlve o:isrescion the
sirnilficant fuct was that the now gernorcticn of Amerlcan
intallectinls who wore on the point of ojpen revolt
:against thelr culturel ervironnent protocted coeinst
tho preclass ~ores and renrscsions vhich the Ansloe

Americean nossas now intensifled in scelf-defonse. Thus

251

mon and wonen o undiviisd Axeriexn and rurltan deccant

found thevsolves culturally on tho cide of the minoritios
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of other races and produced a literature grotzsting the
morals and institutiocns of theilr Puriten parenta.3 e
can sge thalt the war, which preciszitated the 1:modicte
inten:zification of the Anglo-American cultural tradition,
brought the confliet to such a starge that an easy tran-
sition to new follwways was im-oasidble, The external
change cane so atruptly--fron one generatlion to the
nexte-tihiat en Intellectual rajnyort was seldoxn estatlished
tetween rebellious youth and its conservative elders.
It 13 only in this context that we can undorstand why
Pitzperald's early work caused such econsternation in
the renteel ranks of the literary tea cluba,
By 1917, then, the sseds of revolt hied bsen growing
. for a,long time and the catalytic effect of World vwar I
trought thea to sudldon fruition.,. Fitzgerald catches
the eassence of the pericd of revolt in the following
excernt:
The ten-year neriocd that, as if reluctant
to d1le outwded in 1lts bed, leaped to a
spoctacular death in Ceteber, 1922, besan atout
the tirce of the lay bay riots in 1919. Vvhen
the police reds down thoe derokilized country
boys ganping at the orators in Madison Square,
1t was the sort of nrmeasure bound to allenate
the more intelligent young men fron the
prevailing order.... But, because we vere
tired of Great Causes, thore was no more than
a short outbrealk of moral indi-natlon, tyo=
i1fied by Dos Facsos' Thres 3oldiors. Iresently
we beran to have slices of the nationsl cal:
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and our ideclism only flared us vhen the newse
pasers made pelodrara out of such: ctories as
fiarding and tne Chio Gang or Jsacceo and vane
zotti. The events of 1212 left us c¢cynlcal
rather than revolutionary.eses It was chare
acteristic of tho Jazz Ape that it had no
interost in politics at all. 4
The same disillusionment which had deleated Joodrow
#1lson and had ceused striies and riots and the IZig
Red Jcare furnished a culture in which the rerms of
the new freedon could grow and multliply.
The restralning effect of Turlian conforulty
was badly shaen due to American particijpation in
the war while the tendency touard irressonslitillity
was stron-thenad., A whole generstion had Leen effected
by the eat-drink-and-bo-zorry szirit which acconpanied
tha departure of the scldlsrs to thoe trolning camps
and the {ichting front.> There had been ax ezldenic,
not only of abrupt war marriagces, but of less convente
ioral liaiscons, In France, two million zen found
thencelves close to death and far from the controls
imposed by the sxzerican moral code, I'rostitution
followed the flag and Anerican girlc cent over as nurses
and war worirers had come under the Influence of cone-
tinental mannors and standards without belng sublect
to tize ri;ld protectlons thrown about thelr continentel

clstars of the rospectable clesses. There followed
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a very wilcc-road and very natural trecldowm of tradit-
ional rastralints and tatoos, It waos impocslible for

21 gorerstion to roturn wnchzngred when the ordeal

was over, »31l1li:zns of thom hoad beon wrovided with an
exnotional stinulant from which it was not easy to taer
off. They cravel the anodynes of spoed, exciterent,

end zassion, To settlo down in what seored the rfolly-

Fon
*y

anna land of thelr elders was impossiltls, and they let

this fac

c*

o 'movm in a very disresoctiuvl fashion.

The middle genercaticn wos not so i-xzediately
effcocted by the war neurosis, Thoy had had tire enouch,
tefora 1217, to build up hahits of esonforalty. As the
lot-down cf 1212 followod ths wzr, however, they found
theinselves rectless and in a mood to queastion everything
that had cnce scensd to the: true enl worthy. They
had scent themscelvoes and wented a ood times They saw
thelr Junlors exnloring the epprouchsz to the forkidden
land of sex, &nd precently they began to play with the
idea of doing a 1little experliinenting on their own,
Fitzrercld pointed up the chanss when he wrotst

¥Yay cne offer in exhitit the ysar 1922% That

was the peak of the younger goneration, for

houch the Jazz Are continues, it beciue less

and la2c3 an effalir of youth,

Tho sequel was 1lie a children's party
alten over by the elders, leaving the chil-

dron puzzled and rethor neglected and rather
taren araekx, DBy 1923 tholr elders, tirzd of



vatchirns the carnival with ill-concezlod envy,

had discoveredl that youns licuor will take

the place of ycuns tlood, and with a whoop

the orrsy voran. The youncer genorutlion was

starred no lon-er. 6

The revolutlon was accelerzted Ly tho groving
indesendence of the Amerlican wo:an. Che won the suf-
fraze in 1220 which consolidated her position as man' 8
cqual. 3Ivon more marred was tho effect of womnan's
croving indejendence of the drudgeries cof housekeeping.
soeller houses, carned goods, the growtih of bakeries,
conmorelial laundries end electrical a :nliances did
aouch to emuncisate tho Anmerlcan woran fronr houscuork.
witihh the ability to "live thelr own 1lives," woren
inereasingly tooi Jobs,. Formerly they had boen protty
well restrlcted to echool-teaching, soclal-service,
nursinzg, stenograshy, end clerleal werik in bucinecs
houses, DIut now they poured out of schools and collercs
into all manner of new occunctions, With a ‘ob care
a feeling of independence and a slackening of husbandly
end nerental authority. Yet even the jobt &ld not
proviloe thoe American wormon with that cozplote satise
faction which thie menaserent of a mechanlzod hoxe no
longer furnichod. "she etill had enerpgies and exotlons

to burn; she was realy for the rovolution."7
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Lile a2ll revolutiocns, ti:is conce was etinulated
Yy forei:n proparania. It cane, howevor, not froa
rYoscow, but froa Vienna, After the war the Freudian
gospel teran to clrculate to & meried extent artong the
lay publlic of Axerica. The one great intsllectual |
force whiehh had not suffered disirepute euv & result of
the war waa sclence., The putllie begson atsorbing a
quantity of popularlized Informaticn etout Llolosy and
anthro»clocy which geve a goneral izoroeccion that nen
and wonen were merely anlcmals of a ratiier intricate
varioty; that moral codea had no universal validity
and werg often baced con curlous sunerctitionse A
fertile ground was reaxdy for tho sosds of roudlanisa,
The first requirosent of montal health woas to have
an uninhidbited sex 1life and ritzcornld noted:

Iy 1326 tihe universal nreocccupation with sex

had tecome a nuiscnce, (I rezoater a perfectly

matod, contsnted young mothsr asking ny wife's

advice anout 'having an affalr richt avey,!

thourh cho had no one esecielly in xind,

'because don't you think it's cort of undire

nifiad when you get much over thirty?') 8

The zrirnclplo renelining forces which accslarcted
the rovolution 4n mornars and morals wers all ccmalately
Amorlicon. They were prohiblitlon, the autc otilo, the

confosslon and cox mocazlines, and the movies.
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When the 13th anendment was ratified, prohititicn
scencd to have en eliost united country behind it.
Evasion of the law beran 1:nedlately, howevor, and strene
ucus and sincers onnositlion to 1t quiclly gathered forco.
Tho results were the bootlezzer, tho ssoaleasy, and a
apirit of deliberate revolt which in meny communities
mede drinting "the thing to d&o0." This in turn dbroucht
atcut tho goneral transformation of driniking from a
gazsculline prerocative to cne sharoed ty both soxea.
"Under the new rogime not only the drinls were zixed,
but the company as woll."d

leanw:lle a now sort of freodom was being made
vossible by the encrmous increase in the use of the
auto-otile, and particularly of the clbsed car, The
autonoblle offered an ealmost univereally avallatle neans
of eacaping tamporarily from the supervision of perents
and chanerons, or from the influence of ned-hikorhood
oxinlon,

fnally, es the rovolution began, its influence
Tertilizad a burper cros of sax meraslines, confesaion
mecazlines, and lurid motion pleturea, and thoese in turn
haod thelr elfect on & class of readers end movie-goors
vho had never heard and never would hear of Freud en

he 1itldo. A storm of critielsa from church organ-

1zaticns led tho motion-picture producers, early in the
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docade, to install Will H, Hays as thoelr artiter of
noraels and of taste, The result was to make a moral
endinz oblizatory, to smear over sexy pletures with
pious nlatitudos, and to tlachlist for motlonepicture
production many a fine novel and play whicliy bocsuce
of its very honesty, might bte construed as seriously
or intsllizently gquestioning the troditional sox eothics
of the small town. The end result was that, while
giving ",..1ip-servige to the old code, the movies dile
$rently and with consunmnats vulrarity »ubllelzed the
new," 10

“ach of thess influenoces had 1ts wart in dbringing
about the rovolution and each wao played upon by all
the othiers. Ilione of them slone would have chansed to
any dasres tho follways of America; together tielr
force was irresictible. Indicative of tho rasvolution
vas the chance in women's fachions reflecting the
psychologdical chwan es,

esstlio quest for slendernecse, the flattening

of the bresasta, tha vocue of short shirts

evon wien sihort siirts still swgested the

a mearance of a littls girl), the jJjuvenile

eifact of the lonz walst,--all were si:ns

thet, conzelously or unconscioucly, the

wowen of this decadoe worsinlippred not mersly

youth, but uwnripened youth: they wanted to

be-~or thoucht men wanted them to be--mon's

casual and light-heoarted conmaenions; not

broad-hipred mothers of the race, hut lrres-

ponsitle playmates. Youth was thelr mattern,
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but not youthiful innocence: the adolosecent

whoxm thoy i-itated wus a hard-boiled adoles-

cent, who thouzht not AWM terms of rozantie

love, tut in torzs of sex, and who made here

self decirable not bty thet sly art which

conceals art, but franily end opealy. In

elfact, tho woran of the rost-wur Uecale

gaid to wan, 'You are tired and disilluse

ionad, you do not want the cares of u famlly

or the conpanlonship of mature wisdonm, you

want exeiting play, you want the thrills

of sex wilthout their fruition, and I will

civo thom to you.'! 4nd to horself shas added,

But I will be free.' 11
In the hintserlands thsre was still plenty of old-fashloned
sentimental thinking about sex, of the sort which exe
pressed itself in the slozan of a federuted women'e
club: "len are God's tfaes, wonen are lils flovers,"12
fut in spite of many frantlc and picturcaque attemnts
to stay the tide of moral change by law, there was an
unnistarable and razld trond awasy from the o0ld Americazn
code.

As In the case of evory revolution, the general
nuklic deprecatad or enjoyed the changes, while the
intelloctunls sourht to explasln then. This new gener-
etion waas decldedly articulate, and hopefully foreccaw
the end of Furitanica and Victorlanicne-ebut they
co:ldn't find @ new way of 1ife in which thar could
vellsve, 1he xoynots of tho period was dlsillusionnent
abvout everythirg excopt scilence, business, and the

physleal luxuries &nd lmprovenerts which usincss would
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bring. wWith the majority of Americans this disilluse
lonnment was perhas cubconcclous; thoy 21t that 11le
wasn't giving thon 2ll 1t should, that soxe of thoir
values wers meltin- avay, but they remained cheerful,
;ost of 'tha intellectuals, hovwever, lnew &ll too wsll
that they were d4isilluslioned, lost of thom belleved
in a greater desree of éex freedon~-and meny of them
found 1t discopointin: when they ot it. They found
that love was becoming too easy and too tlological to
te an object of respect, As enexies of standardization
end repressioh, the intelloctuals bvelizved in fréedom--
but freedouz for what? Uncomfortalle as it was to be
haracsced by prohibvition erents and dictated to by
chantors of cormerce, it wes hardly less corfortable
in tho long run to have their froodow and not lmow what
to do with it., Theso were the tynve deécribed by Fitze
fgerald in a book of short stories entitled All the Jad
Jeungs en.  delter Lipnian cauzht the essence of their
Aifficulty when he wrotes

What most dlstinguishes the renercticn who

have approached meturlty since tho debucle

of 1denlism &t the end of the Wear 1s not

wir retellion arainst religion end the woral

coda of their narents, but their disillusion-

wont with their own rotellion, 13

The intslloctuals also tellevsl An zelontifie truth

ard in the sclentlflc rethod--and selence not only took
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thelr Cod away from then but reduced san to a creature
for whose 1deas of rizht and wrong thers wos no trange
cendental authority. The ecertainty had dOparted fron
life. 4And what was wvorse still, it had donarted from |
scionce itsslf, In the earlier days thoazs who denied
the divine order had sti1ll been altle to rely on & socure
order of nature, but now even this wes wolbling., IZinstoln
and the cuantun theory introduced new doubts, Kothing,
then, was cortoin,

Althoursh many will quibble atout Fitzcorald's slature
a2 an intsllectual; no cne will dony that hoe roflected
the tire perfoctly and, ia lar-e nmeusure, helped to
create it., Glenway Westcott wrote: "In the twenties,
his hoylay, ho was & :ind of king of our youthj..,"14
In the spote of novels which roflacted the rew s-irit

of revolt, Fitzpersld's first novel, This cide of

Peradise, led the waye. In the next chapter the fiuarort-

ance of thris ncvel will be discussed more fully; for
the present it noed only te pointed out that the bLoolz
nado articulate the shirlt of the now pererations
Fltzrerswld was eninently sulted to tha role of
historian of his own generction, He <24 not huvoe to

create the "loct romsrution"” logsend toecsuse the lerend

was his own 1ife as he woa 1ts most native volce and
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8lznal victinag and his own corecr was periazs its
central story.l5 Fitzrersld wes torn in Jejstarver of
1298 in It, Paul, iinnescta., The imsortance of the ti
of his Virth 15 otvious; the place 1s ecually l1:portant,
The fact of his having boon born in the new "cultursl
center” of tho nation colors all his worl, Inevitably
he Jud ed cther worlds fron a liddle-uwecsterm viswe
roirnt and, teln: a iildwestornoer of his tinme, Fitozerzld
wao always seeking othor worlds, Ile travellsd with his
faxlly during his chilahood and was sent (o Newnan
school in Lalewood, lew Jersey, in 1211, The fact of
hls Cathollc baci-round end educatlon in this Cathwclle

Mprep"

echcol also leaves many troces in his writling.
In the fall of 1213 he went to Irinceton, whers he
rlunged into extra-curricular actlvities much to the
detrirent of hils health and acadesie stoandinge In
Iiovonlter ¢f hic Junior yoar he was forced to retire to
Ste faul bocouse of 1llness. lie returned in 12186 to
reveat this year, tut his fenlor year lactsd only a
counla of months, for he loft Frinceton in Joverier to
join tho army.lg

s career ag "thie srny's worst ailde-doecanp" was
snort and he didn't got overgers, ‘hen he was relezsed

he went to lLew York for a dismgl perlod cf writing for
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a atreet car advertisiny firm. INaturally, he detested
the 2ob and its attendant poverty, tut thers was a more
pressing anxieﬁy:
friends vho were not in love or who had

waitins aerran-ements with "sensible" girls,

traced therselives patlently for a long pull,

Lot I-«1 was in love with a vhirlwind and 1

2uzt epdn o net bl enough to eatch 1t out

of my hoad, & head full of trickling niclkols

and 8l11ding dimes, the incessont music box

of the poor. It couldn't be done liko that,

80 wvhen the girl threw me over I went hone

and finishad my novel, 17
Then caro fatulous suoccess, wealth, and marriere to
Zelda sayre. 35till in their twentles and with money
to burn, the Fltz-eralds plunred intce the carmival of
the Jazz Afo. Evérything they d1d wes front pare news
and as Fitzcerald later wrotes ™.,.in those days life

was llike the race in Aliee In Wonderland, there wvas:

a prize for evoryone,"18

A3 the dJdecade grew older Fitzgerald contlnued to
worx and play at a furlous race, In 1924 they went
atroad tc "do" Zurope. In 1925 Fitzgerald's mastore
pieca, Ihe Great Gatecby, was putlished and in 1926 he
broucht out a volume of short storios entitled All

Yhe Sag Youns ~on. Jut thincs were changlng rapidly
by thens

By 1227 a wide=spreacd neurocis bepan to
bo evident, faintly sigsnalled, like & nervous
beating of the feet, by ths nopularity of
ceross-word ruzzlses. I remember a follow
expatriate opening a lasttor from a mutual
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friond of ours, urcing hian to core hoie and
te revitalized by the hard, bracing cualities
of the native soil, It was & strong lettsr
and it effacted us bvoth doenly, until we
noticed that it waz hozded from & nerve eane
itariun in Fennsylvanla,., 13 ~
The Eig Full lariet was in full swing, rocords were
bolngs sot on the fxchangoe one day and broizen the next
as the dlazy uoward s-iral of frencled flilaunce continued,
ne notion was livins on vorrowod tize, "...wlith the
insouclance of grand ducs and the casualnoss of chorus
irls....This was rather spleondid tut thinss were
rottins thinner anl thinmer as the eternal necessary
humen values tried to sireed over all that expansion."eo
when the fateful year of 1229 arriveld the Titzreralds
wors ctroade
Z0 viere sonovwhere in North Afrieca whon we
heerd a dull distant erash which echoed to
L“e farthest wastea of tho dosert,
dhat vas thaty®
*5id you hear lt?'
"It was nothing
"30 you think wa ought to go hose anld ssei"
"Howw=it was nothing." 21
But 1t wes sonething 1ndeed$ It was the end of the nost
frensetic noriocd in American history and it seeied that
it was 2ls0 the end of ©. Scott Fitcooerald as an artist,
The critics of the thirtles, woarlrg the tlinders
of one "caus 30" or enother, pronounced hin dsed artiste

1oally Eﬂd, oxcept for ponuvlar marazine vpotbollers,’

- ot

193 1‘&»1(10’ ‘7"3‘19"4'.
203 Ihbdy, po.2le-22
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Fitzrorald did rnot g pear in »rint again until 1934,

It wvas & novel called Tender Is the 1i-hit and in sore

ways it was Fitzcerald's finest work up to that tine,
It reccived 1little notice, however, end was soon &
back nunter along with a volume of chort stories

entitled Tans it Revellle which he publlshed the

following years

Cne major reason for these anparent fallures was
Fitzgerald's sceming inability to mirror the tines as
he had in the twenties, The vast soclolosical and
econoale chances seened to find no echo in his work
and vhen he went to Hollywcod in 1937 thoroe scensd
to bo 1llittle doudbt that he was finiched es a serious
writer. !llo hald, hinself, announced in a cerles of
artiocles published in Zscuire in 1935, that he was a
Yeracired plate.” That this waz far from true is
i:mediatoly evlident when one exanines his unfiniched

novel The last Tycaoon,.

1ids sudden death on DJegember 21, 1240 in lolly-
wood marked the end of & goneration which had rone
throuch two unprecedented perlods in Amerlican hlstory,
Springzine up after the first ¥orld ar, his ronerstion
had talren cver and hed run wild, Thelr youth had been
lost in the bottomleas pit ¢f the dorression, and the
death of itzrerald,y @& ¥ind of dins of thelr youth,
found them on the verze of enothier wor, soon to hand

over the country to another jpostewar generation,

\f
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ClitiTix TH0
Fitererald's literary career berun in 1920 with

thio publication of a brash novel of youthful rebelllion.

This 31de of raradisg was an encrmous and instantaneous

guccess, Fltzoerald comnleted the first of throe verw
slons of 1t before he left I'rinceton in 1917, This
arrcars to have contained almost nothing cf what wes

in the final version excest the early ccenes of imery's
arrival at frinceton, and ore of the fou people vho
have seen it has romarked that "it wes actually flat,
so-ething Scott's vork alwmoct never was.“l ile ssent
nost of his military carser in Alabara and it was thore
that he wet Zelda 3ayre and rewrote his novel. He

gubzittod 4t under the title The Romantle Zpotlst and

it was rejecteds After Zelda had broken off with hia,
he lsft Kow Yorlk ard rewrote the rnovel a taird tire.

As This 1dc of raradice 1t wus accentod and punllshed.

In a review of it his friernd, T, I. ¥kirsla, ealled

the book "tho collected works of 7. ocott Fitzgerald."a
The thone ¢l the novel 1s an obvious cne, Amory

flaine, scnsitive, pootlc, intellectual and handsone,

coes to a £ood prep school, :isces dlstinction at

Irinceton, wrlites so:e poectry, falla in end out of love

peveral tiums, and, at the end, troke and taffled and

rootless, 18 {lirting with the 1ldea of sociallisn,
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1: Kinoner, "3cott Fitzrerald end the Izaginative
Tosscesslon of Amorican Life," 2.7
2t Tdahop, "ldccing Allt Younrer Cenerztion,™ 14109
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It 13 & Jdecldedly "youns" btook and was very wmuch up to
date whon 1t was publisheds, Froud is first foumd on
sare six, and Amory's mothor is 2 slaaorous zot. Thors
is & strecng contemspt for txe Vlictorians, denocracy,
aznericen life, and, ltecauase c¢f Minclken, there is a
Tlavor of Kiletzscho.

It chamrioned wvouth as &;alnst the oli, tho

reels a_vinet the conformists, 13t grc%ented

the arruszents of the yownp 71¢d5¢b;y an

inrratistinslyeseelt dignificed thelr gﬂilo-

souhye It eQCul“A“”u thon in dolyins their

elders and followin: their fresst deosiroea,.

It caat over their duinecs and dreoams o wiste

ful, poetic, and nostalgic hazes 3

The brashness cnd Aintellectual ncivete of the
boox trousht forth many exasperatad revieua. Cne
anonynous article, authicritatively attrib“ & to Zdnund
“ilson, was tynieal, Ho pointed out that the rovel is
not only hishly imitative but imitated froz a bed
nodel. Fitzoerald was fascinated by Conpton lackenzle

at thoe tive and the boolr sounde like an Lrnerican ate

tonnt to rewrito Zinister Streeg.4 Ancry 1s an uncere

tain cuantlity in a phantecsaagoria of inclident which
haz no domlnatling intontion to give 1t wnlty and force.

In short, 1his sSide of Paradise 1s not really about

anythingt intelloctually 4t amountz to little more

LA L 2 2 Y 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 L X Y T L T 2 J

33 Cleaton, Irene & Allon, Zoolia & Tattles, (lew York
1837) ».10
4: In a letter to John Feale Eishoy renrinted in
Tﬁe Uraclieun, 7.269, Fitcrerald renarks on Dishopn's
atility to racreate 15th contury Italy and coes on
to say: "But then I wrote T. 3. of ¥, without
havin: been to Oxford."
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then a gosture of indefinite revclt. For another thing,
@¥ilaon goes on to say, tho novel 1s vory immaturely
imarineds it is always Just verging on the ludicrous.
And, finally, it 1s one of the most illliterate hooika

of any derit ever published. It 18 not only full of
borus 1a;as and faled literary reforences but 1t is
full. of EZnzlish words misused with tho most roclkless
erandon, . After flailins poor Pitzroreld in this manner,
Wilsoon, lilke the rest of the critics, condludes:

I have said that This Side of Peradilce commits

alnost every sin that a novel can nossibly

cormitt 1t 12 true that 1t does com:lit every

8in excent the unsardonatvle sin: 1t does not

fail to live. The whole rrenostorous farra-o

i1s animated with life. 5 |

A vwe read the novel we find that the prozress of
Anory Blaine's educatione-or digillusionnent, since it
cores to the cae thinge~lis effocted prinecinally by
five rmexbers of the opoosite sex: antrice,(&mory's
mother), ¥Yyra, Isabelle, Rosalind, and Eleanor,

From Bsatrice, Fltzgerald tells us, Axory inher-
1ted "every tralt, excejt the stray inexprecsiblg few,
which made him worth while." GShe 135 an American exotle,
broucht up on the continent, For jurnosos of distinctlon,
ghe cultlvates a delicate physicel and cspiritual hypo-
crondriat

Thourh she thourht ¢f her bLody as & masa of

frailties, she considered her coul culte as
111, and therefore imnortant in her life. ' she

D W D b W A G G W AP W ) G T N G P S D

5¢ Ancnymous, "F. Scott Fitzgorald," Doolmman, tarch,
1022, p.22



had once been a Catliolle, but discovering

that priests were infinitely more attontive

wiion che was in process of losing or reraine

ins falth in lMother Church, she maintalned

an enchantinsly wavering attitude. 6
¥hen Amory was five he wes already & delightiul comgzanlon
for Leatrice and until the are of ten he toured the
country in his grandfather's srivate car, While more
or less fortunate 1ittle rich toys were dofying
govarnesses on the beach at Newporit, or teing tutored
cr read to from Do _and Darg,

2o sdmory was bilting acqulescent bell-boys

in the Waldorf, outcrowing e natural repuge

nance to chamber musice and syzphonies, and

deriving & highly specialized education from

his zother....5he fed him sections of the

"Potes Galantes" before he was tenj at

eleven he could talk glitvly, if rather remine

iscently, of Brehams and lMozart and Deethovens 7
Leatrice as a direct Influence was cut off when Amory
was thirteen, Amory had ap ondicitis, "rsrovably from
tco many meals in bed" and alteor the operation Leatrice
had a nervous breazdown that bore a susjlolous resens
blance to delirium tromens, Amory was left in linnea-
polls, cdestined to spond the ensulinz two yoars with his
aunt anl uncle. "There the crude, vulrer alr of Westorn
civilization first catches himes."S

It vas in this "erude, vulgar cir" that Amory

encounterod his first adolsscent ronance with yra
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6: Fltozerald, F. Scott, Ihis 33ide of peradisse,
(New York 1223) »n.7
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5te Claire, It was merely a fumbling "puppy love" btut
Amory's reaction i3 very intoresting. It will e dise
cussed lator,

Anory's next affair, :his first real romunce, intro-

"

duces us to a budding flanper, Icatelle is a "Ipeed;"

sixteen years 0ld and in possccoslon of "a decrnerate

rast."

Ilor eduication or, rather, her soshlstlication,
had teen abtaorbed from tho boys whe had dancled
on her favory) her tact was instinctive, and
her cesaclty for love~affolrs was limited only
bty the nunber of the susceptible within tele-
shone distances Flirt sriled from her large
tlackkebrown eyoea and showm throuch her Antense
rhyslical magnetism. 9

Anory end Isabelle are both too gelfish to do anything
but r%&ect the other's clory for their own enhancexent
and the affalr 1s short-lived., Little notice would be
talzon of such an adolescent affair today but it was one
of the most shocliing thinzs to te found in This Iide

of rcradise when the boor was publiched. In e patently

autoblograshical novel suclh adolescont eyniclsa was
bound ‘to raise a flurry cf doubtful protostotion from
the parents of the youncer reneration, Such passa~as
es tho following were decldedly disturtings
Ilone of the Victorian tothorse~and most of the
mothers wore Viectorian--~hed any idea how case
ually thelr dauchtera were accuntoned to e
kilscsedeees 10
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Amory sav zirls doing thinss that even in

his mencory would have boen imzossclile: eating

three~-o'glocl, after-danca sussers in 1mpose

8ltls cafes, tallxin- of every side of 1life

with an air half of ezrnestnecs, half of

nockory, yet with a furtive exeltement that

Anory consldered stood for & real moral let-

dovn, Eut ho never realized row wile-spread

it was wntil he saw the cities lLetwoon New

Yori and Chicazo as one vast juvenile intrigsue. 1l

Amory recovars froan Izabelle in a falrly short time
end proceads to a third cousin named Clara. While
lsabelle 13 one of the rost sicnificant of the feminine
characters, Clara 1s one of the most enl:;=atic, Actually,
Clarsa 1s only half a character. The other half i3 to
te found in Zleanor, the last of Amory's loves. The
tiro woiren are curlously unroal end unalive--they are
descended froax Poe, even to the names, Clara, "of rip:ly
golden halir," diffusod a "golden radiance." Azory thinks
of her es 5t. Cecilia and says, "I think...that i 1
lost faith in you I'ad loce faith in God,"12 She tolls
Amory that sk has never besn in lovet

She soemed suddenly a dauwshter of licht alone.

Ills ontity dropped out of her plang and ke lornged

only to touch her dress with alzozt the resle

lzation that Jososh must havs had of [ary's

eterncl si-nificances 13
ileancr 1g tho entithesis of Clara., Che is "the last

tl-e that evll crost close to Azory undsr the mask of

benuty...."l4 Tholr moetingz 15 so very nuch like a
11: Ibid,., D.65 13s Ivid., 2.153
12; ibilo, p0157 143 _:NC (1.. p.238
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tale ty rce that the inferencs is obvious. Amory, who
is in the hallt of wanderings throush the iaryland country-
side recitinz "Ulalume," finds hirself lost in the woods,
tho sty tlachk with storm and the rain splattoring through
the trees which heve bocome sullenly "furtive and rhoztlyl”
Thunder rolls and lirhtnin- flashes and when he stunbles
into an open field he hears a low, husiky volce welrdly
chantin; sore vorses bty Verlaine, It was lleanor with
dark hair and eyes that plea~ed like a cat's, "She was
& witch, of perhass ninetsen,... [withlpalo siin, the
color of marble in starlicht, slendar brows, and eyos
nat ~littered preon as emeralds in the blinding glare."1D
They fall helf in love, tut when sho later tries to
comrit culcido Amory finds that there i1s insenity in
tho family. Azory's love "...waned slowly with the
zoon.” and as he “...had loved himself in Sleanor, 80
now whet hoe hated was only a mirror. Thoir noses were
strevn about the pale dawn 11%e broken rlass,."16

Clare and Zlsenor are llie the reogzrassentationa of
Cood and Ivil in the blac’: end whilte etchings cf Durar.
They seom to be prizarily of reli-ious si~nificence,
and a deener analysis of this probles will be attoastod

later,
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Cf the women in the booi, 1t 1s definitely Rosalln
who is Fitzgereld's heroine ard Arory's great loves She
1z the first of the long line of flappers wvho give Fita-
cerald's wor% such a distinctive flavory 1l:mature young
waoen

«sowWhose ususl attire is a diaphanous gown and
a8 cisarette case, and whosg usual occujetion
is yanningg whose favorite sound 13 & plaintive
African rhytluin &t three o'clock in tho norning
and whoce favorite arcument is " hut Up"}
whose zenith 1s a new halr-bob and whiooe nadlr
is to be seon ta2liirc to a boy.

Thiece are tiue wdsrrraduate :adave Lovarys;
this 1s the revolt of souo very odd angola. 7

Rosalind first enters the ctory on the evonilu of her
coming=out narty. Two facts aro established iimedlutelys
that she 1s beautiful anl that she 1s relflsh. Clhe is
one ¢f those girls who need never mzke th2 slirhtect
efort to have ren fall in lovs with them, Iitzgoreld
tolls us that ghe 1s prone to ruke every one around her
pretty misoratle if she doesn't ret what sho wants--
tut in the truo cense she 1s not coolled. Ilier frosh
entliuciasn, hor will to grow and learn, har ondloss
faith in the inoexhaustitlllity of romcnce, hor courace

1 fundamental honesty--these things ars not spolled.

Thers are lons porlods whoen she cordlally loathe
her whole fanily. She i3 c¢.ita wiprinelzled; her
hilosozly 1o "carpo dlex" for harself and "lalssez

foire” for othora, She loves shoelins storicst cha ha

L L _J -y - - D S W -
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co2s with ratures that

<

hat coarse strealt that usuzlly
ara toth fine end tls. Zhe wants reovple to 1lile her,
but 18 they do not 1t never worrles her or chan:;os her,
she has been disanncintsd In mon altor ran as individuals,
tut che has great falth in man as a sex, Wogen cho
detests, They re:rezent qualitios th:ut sho Te2ls and
dospises in harselfe<incinient msannscs, conceit,
cowvardlice, and netty dishonesty. Fit:n erald points
out, rather inadsouately, that she "ie Ly no meane a
aodel choractor,*d8

Cne of tho most etriiins thincs clout Rosalind,
and 1t 48 a hellemar® of all Fitugerald's flasrers, 1s
her utterly cold and caloulated matorialian, dneallng
of herself, Rosalind saysst "Ch, At'c not o cornoratione-e
1t's just 'Rosalind, Unlinmited.'! Fifty-ono shares, nane,
£ood=will, and everything coes at 125,000 a yoar,"19
svan alter falling deesly in love with Amory, and it
saens to be a ganulne love, she cecldes to rmerry Dawcon

Ryder, who is "floatin: morey," and who would provide

a "sort of vecvsrownd." Yo shall soe thils tracic flaw
in a more develosed form in lator loroines and we shall
find that it 1s a trazle flaw in thoe clascical sense
tocause 1t 1a the elarent which brin-s albout the

disintorratlon of their characters,
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183 Pitzoorald, This Side of larcidlize, r».182-183
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Anory, too, 18 very intorasastsed in mconeys vdhen hils
ehalowy father dles, Anory "...locked at the funeral
with an amused tolerance."?Y What intercsted him much
more than his fathoer's death was the stato of his inher-
ltance. In Amory we hove the first glimpse of Fitagerald's
infatuation with wealth., The problem comes to its fule
last develonnent ir The Treat Catsby and shall be reo-
georvad for a later chapter,

Axzory Elalne 1s primarily lnteroctling ln a study
of this kind aa a vohicle for Fitzrerald's idecs or
attitades, It is &lways danrzorous (o ldontify the author
too closely with his hero but in this caso 1t socas
not only safo but necezsary. 7o get a plicture of Amory,
and, one may sunnoze, to some extant of Mitzgerald, as
a youns man at St. Rezis and Frinceton vihio felt partice

ularly suporior. .anory tries to live bty a code of

" "

arisiocratic ogolan,"” to move toward e "more pasan
attitudo," by bolns versad in tho Zyronlc dlcta plus
Yeats end Swindburno, @ also has e rather dlstant
¥nowlelre of .arx, who can e invoied, unon occasion,
to put tho New Jersey btourseoisie in its ;lace, In
fact, as Faxwecll Golsmar polnts cut, Anory svems to
recall at tinos a certaln "ultro-nootical, susere
aesthetlical, proonery-yallery, Crocvenor Callery, le-

ne-sais-cuol young man."2l
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Cne of the uninmown quantities which effgctod e
crowth of Fitagerald as an artist was hrls religlous
rroclivities, It would seen that he did not rosard

ée outward forms of religion &s a vital factor in his
l1ife but, lilke s0 many writers, its profound influence

con his thinking is reflected throughout his worke. In

the person of Amory and, in This 5ide of Faradlse more
than any other boolk, Fitzgerald puts tefore us soxs
vory curiocus attitudes toward sin and sex.

In this volatile youth [Amory] there are
intimetions of & viclous emotional ecircle
froa which Asory'e successora in Fitzrerald's
work, and Fitzgerald hinzself, are not to be
axeuntes 22

The religious thome 1s moat arparent in JThis 3ida of
Parsdise and in the short story entltled "Absolution,*<3
Rudolph, the young hero of "Absolutlon,” is obsessed with
cullt feellincs of sex and sin. He instinctlively lies

end retreats into his alter o0 where he trles to trick
God, e feels that he has sinned for the greater glory
of God by trichtoning up hils confosslons and at the sane
time he feolt a "dari »oison in his heart." 4s he races
himself in the convietion of his immaculate honor, “horror
entored suddenly in at the onen window." This horror

is like that which forms a gomber backoround for Anory

“laine.
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soon aftor the death of his father, Amory, ratier
slgnificantly, hes his first mystiocal experience at a
sarty wiich 13 repidly azrtroachling docbtauchorye Fitz-
~ersld writeas "Ihe problen of evil hed solidified for
Azory into the prollon of scexXeesddnseparatly linited with
evil was teauty.s.edlecauty of greet art, beauty of all
Joy, mest of all the teauty of wosend"24  Tho first
intination of this sex-sin 1ldentification ic found at
tho besinning of the boolr when Amory is attoxn:ting an
edolescent alfalr with yra. After the first tontative
kio3s
Sudden rovulsion solized Amcry, discust, loathling
for the whole incldent. lia dosired frantically
to be away, nevor to 899 lyra esain, noevor to
Irisa any onejs..and he wantad to cresp out of
hils tody end hide somevhere sale out of sicht,
uz in the corner of hils mind. 25
Anory's senso of moral isolation and hounded f£li-ht 4a
irextricably involved with those itz of so:uwal revule

nion,zs 4tz erald's later heross, froa latshy to

Yunroe Jtanr in Thae lact Tvcoon, are livinz in drcaoas

and 1n love witl drogae-wonens Catsty is attonzting to
rocaszture the ract and stanr 1s still heunted by his

doed wife's siile. Thoy are lovers for whom roal love

scoxs to bte impractical, Cn the other hand, the young
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24 Fitzzoreld, This 53do of ITarndlsg, 6322
258 Ibidee DDe156-16
23s Celsmar, lest of the Frovineinls, p.226 and follovinr,

tnfortunately I nhavo only the Vegusst imowledro of
abnormel seycholory so I chall rely almost coue
plately on Celsmar's analysis of this rotlon.
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men who sten from Ieatrice Elaine-«f{roa Amory to Dick

Diver in ITender Is the Niﬁé&é-are eszentlally fominine.

The Fitzgerald heroines in turn, from Rocsllind to Kicole
Diver, are given ecoentially mamoculine attrlbutes,
Follewing this zattesrn, the symptoms of sexusl anblvale
ence run throuchout Fitarerald's work,

Gelsmar points out the similarity of Fitz srcld's
heroines to roe's drean woren. Very zuch like Fitse
rorald, foe is concerned with the mutual sdoration of
theco related, extravacantly becutifuvl, and finally
altosether perverse lovers. Yoe is concerned with the
lovs of "cousing"p Clara 43 Amory's third cousin and

the two srotasonlsts of The Teautiful and Damnod declare

thomselves to bo "twins," TFoe is dirsctly involved

with the enctional consocuences of the incest tatood a
tatoc whieh 18 hardly lecs directly inplicit in the wicle
range of Fltzgerald's work. This may clarify thot "inoxe
plavle, mystorious erine" of Manfred's to wihich Fitz-
rerald’s first hero rafers, since we Imow that Eyron's
ezotionel 1ife flowed irn si-ilar chonuneis, In fitze
cerald's work 4t is incocsidble to identify the roal
ori~ing of this web of feelirs-e It may e a final 1lit-
erary 1dentification with Poe hinmcelf, or it moy derive
fres sone early, unrscorded childhood relationshi:,
Teatrice Ilains is a-parantly a conzletely fictional

mothers Yot the entlire emotlioncl ssquence may refer



baelr to sone such fouminine irase of whatever comslex
orizin; an 1ivmwmc-e that colors aliost cvery thousht end
fealins of Arory, that 15 aluost expunyed at tie end of

the noval, tut thut contlinues to toe nris:maticelly rsiractad
in & sories of Fitzrerald's slitterinc and neurasthenio
hercines. Frecn tiils viswpolnt, the aziarsnt ocbscurities

of Tenler Ta the Ti~ht are nartially clarifled, hie

"hiddon" enmoticnal relationshis of lNicole and her father,
who 1s tho tru2a source of destructlion in the noval,
beco=es a shield for the exotlons of a mothereson rolate-
ionshin, If this is true, Dick Diver's czufforing would
teco e in turn an act ¢f rnenance and purcsitionee~and
»ursed, he 18 free at last to return to thie home of his
fatihors, We shall sez, in the course of this ctuly,

how t:1s sexesin duallsm cross un in all of Fitzrerald's
worx, bLut novhersa i1s the reliclious vl niflcence mads so

e:parent as in This 23de of Fercilse.

L nota of caution should te sounded in re-ards to
tho foreroing anclysis of Fitzserald's psyelwoloricel
soculiarities, It nust be rewextoered that Fitzooreald
weo a conplate resantic in the tracdition of Yoots. iie
gaw women 1in teras of the ideal and therefore oas unate
teinatle. Fitszerzld's early heroines are, in a speciel

sengey artlstse-~R0salind in fhis 5ido of orndice,

Cloria i1n Tho Tasutiflidl end Temned, and the two wonen
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protaconista of Ihxe Crant Cetshy---all are conzunmate

ectresses on thie stzro of coclety. AS artlstc Flize
rercld's glamor pirls are e;otists par excellence an
thus incazable of "riving" love. Fltzrerzld's poyclio
mesculinization of his early herolnes may sten from hils
incorrizilly romantiec attitude ratier tiwwn eny deszorate
neurcsis, This would 8lso effect the charusecterlization
of his hoross who are ro:antic in the entro-e. ihatever
the eixizlanation of this protlem mey be 1t wust wedt for
one fully qualified to malze an euthoritutivae cnslysis,
It has beon mentioned tesfore that Fitzosrz2ld was

a lealer in tho postevar revolt end that Ihig “1do of

iarnice cot the tone of the Jazz Arse 1t should be
solntad out, however, that Filtzror:ld was not an intele
lectual in the cense cof foraulating a now way of life.
Te 414 not exzlalin the new chanses; he nirrored than

and with his "heoichtened sensitivity®" did nmuch to zhare
and dircct the developnent of the rovelutlion in monners
and morala, Clenway wWestcott wrote: "ile always sulfered
frow en extrome environrantal sonss."<7 and 1t 1o
Mtzpornld's way of refracting, rather than reflecting
uson tho werld about hiz which so inhitlts the intolloct-

ual content of his early woriis later on, in Ihe Crociz=un,

wo shall ece that Fltzoerald ~otured esnciler:itly, tut

durin: tha twventles his 1leas wers tho youns ideas of
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the til.e and he toolr than at fzce volue., ©Tho dopth of
Fitzrorald's phtlosoohiceal and socltolorsiezl thinking
may te neasurad by his pronounconexnt: "I am a pessizlzt,
[erd] & comrunlst (with Nietoclean [aic_)] overt.1.08) 444 "E0
whnlle it 1s wozarent that Fliagserald was rnot en atstraet
thinksr, he mst not be written off too 1ishrtly. Ideas
came 1o hin in conerete fora and movencnt, and his abllity
to catcli the elusive nuance olten thwrsws more lizht on
e situation than ever could be doune by statling 1lis essence
in arstract ter:ns,.

Fitroerald eald that the cvazz A2 was not concarnad
with polities and we can soo thils feoling reflected &n
his early wori, The chady politiczl sleight-of-hand
at Versallles and the ccllanse of Wilsonlun ideallis:n:
produced an apithy which ozencd the way for the dlsgraceful

Harding adzinlstration. In The Verptatla, ritzrserald's

only play (and & painful failure), he salirizes American
pslitics and'American socicty. The treasury hacomes

a sort of privats checizlng account for the i'resident,
the Lonate 13 whero tho real gzraft is to be found, and
the Juprene Court, led by Judge Fooslile, is llttle more
than a clunsy farce. Tho comedy clearly shows Fitsgrere
ald's own bias. Illo 1s not concerned with the ecultural

impllcations of such & political situntlion; he merely
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resresants thoe diletazta of the aoncyed elite for the
bLour-ocis malers of moneye Jhlle clutchin: aftsr tle

g8 0llag Lirseld, Fitr-erzld roczrds ths victors with
corteant. "Pic :atife of the ollen c&lf iz directod
arcinct tho owmers cf tho herd. not ubwiuﬂt tho aninals.."ed
The zlay shows tho cojleta identillcatlion ol dizlouucy
with dcllars in tho »2olitlicenl reign of llardins and Coo0l=-
1d; e, Tut tie value of the 2lay derives frox the foot
thet fltozerald hicself so peorfectly and unconsclously
11lustretes the national tralit he i1s attace inge In
s-1to of the fact that e lays most of the world's ills
et the loor of Vietorianisa, ho wishoe that Anerica had
tho oreten that lar-ely creduced ths Vieteorian neriods:

why 4s 1t that the 2lck of the youns in-licghnen
from Cxford and Ca~irilre o into ,9litics ard
in the U.o.4. we lzave 1t to the xucliers?e«-
reiced in the wa ri. elucatad in the ascsanbly
end sent to Conrracs, fatenaunched tvuwidles cof
corrmistizn, doxo*d of 'both ideas ard ideals'
a5 ths dabotors used to 85ye. Zven forty yvears
a0 wa had food mon in 20litics, lut we, we &aro
trourht us to nlla us & AilliDﬂ end 'u‘uh what
wo are -ede of.' sonetives I wish I'd tcon an
Gnolichinang Ansrican 1ifo is ao do.med cub

and sturid and healthye 30

Alllod with "ltzroreeld's distasto Tur bLour-esis
#0lities 1o his diclie of Anorlcan dsuioeraeye Anory
ceea o Ite 2eris “Iecause 4t's & sontlz an'as cehicol,

and Jemoeracy woen't hit you 8o early." The i-+i-rant
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straina that wero concentrated in the Zact filled Pitz-

corald with revulsion, when the war is finolly bhrourht

o

to ths ettention of Arnsry

lie thournht how much easier patrictisn hed been
to & hoooreneous roce, how auch easler it would
rave besn to fisht as thoe Cclonies fourht, or
2s the vonfoderucy foushits 4nd he dld 1o cloone
inz thet nlsht, but listoned to the allens
culflaw end enore wnlle they fillel tho cur
with the heavy seent of latest America. 21
roverty zlso dlocusted Pitzpoerald. e hated it pertially
ot

tecause he vwas Infatuctod with youth end weelth and
boauty, but e also hated it boecause he felt that he
haed mueh in coaron with tlis allien cnid the poor. Ve are
e:>t to be somovhat annoyed when Fltzzereld has Anory
thiinis
I detect poor »00:lejseeed hato than for
beins noor. Foverty mny have hzon teautiful
or.ce, but 1t's rotton now. It's tha u-liest
thins in the worlds It's essontially clecner
to o corrutt and rleh thenn it is to be innoce
ent and zoor, 32
Yet when Pitz-orald uses two drumien soldders "devoid
of all exce:t the lowest form of intsllironce” to rosrosce
ent tho lowor classes in the short story " ay day,"23 1t
13 simmificent thot ore of tha soldiers bours the proud-
est part of Pitz-ercld's own nane---larrol iey. raancis
scott ey Fltzzeralde~doceendold fros Azerican aristocrocy
nd Irish i zi-rant stocii--could symnathlzoe wlth noverty
tut he hatod %ts uzliness.
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-,

Yo have ceen that Thig Side of Paradico embodled

nost of the ideos wiich brought about the revolution
in the Jazz Ace. rerhaemns ecually importent, hovever,
1s the manner in which thasse ldeas were nrezented.
cuch leoter fitzrerald wrote a lettor to his daushtor
wvhich helss explain the morvsloua effectiveness of his
style:

1eel mean that what you have felt and thoucht
will by &ftoelf invent a new style, so tihat
when neonle tallx about style they are always
e little actonisi:cd at the neuness of 14,
becaune they thinls that it is only gtyle the
they erz2 teliins~ atout, whon vhat tisy are
talldine about 1s the attennt to exnrezs & now
idea withi such force thet it will have the
oricinnlity of the thoughte. 34

when he vroto Thia °1de of Iaradise Fltz-erald woao

»rebetly not ceonzsclous of thoe ixplicaticns ¢of hic ctyle.
This would seon &9 arsnt ﬁron the enonymous article
roforred to in the introduction of this stuldy. The
auti:or tells us that coneone hos ecid that to moet
Pltooerald wao to think of a stupid old women with whon
someond has left a dleaond; che 1s extronely proud'or
it end chous Lt to everyene; and in nothin_ does s
ar-ear so stupnid es in the reomarks shs naves vhout the
diaronds There 1s & syabolic truth in tho statemont}

it 18 true that Fitzoorald hed boen left with a Jewelled
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style which he didn't fully undorstands
For he has bzen given imarination without
Inteiloctual control of At} he has teen civen

& decire for becuty without an aesti:etic idealy.
and he has besn ziven o Aft for exprscsion

<o ~

withiout many 1deas to expross. 235
In spito of thia Fltzcerald had the styls to cateh the
twenties in thelir solden bowl. le delighted in the
extarnal forma and ecolors without bvelng taken in ty
them; tut he was pre=eninently a nart of tho world hila
mind was always dlsowning. He caught ths carnival of
the world of his youth, and its welling ineudible sadness.
Yuch of hia writins hovered on the verge of fantasy.
The world swam throuzh hils senses wilthout being deflned
ty hia and he could cateh all 1ts lichts and tores in
hiz zZrizmetic styls without hwuving to understand then
too consciouslys. Fitogereld's zride in his cralt scved
his style frou extruva-ance but 1t was the style of &
craftcnan srofoundly aboorted in the rosance of gla:or.35

For &ll its faults, Ihis Sido of Farcdise is a pood

toolle fthere is in the writlng soze of the intenclity
which will bo found in Fitzrerald's ost aature work,
Hils jSudsnent and toehnlicuo are inadocusate al:ost every-

witera in the tool, tut tihe fundamentol attitude towsrd
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ex:erience whlech exner;es is cerious and movirn., Ulxteen

vears lator, Fltzcercald wrota of This iido of -aradises

"A lot of peosle thowhit 4t was a fukze, and zerhass
1t wes, &nd a lot of othisers thousht it wvas a llo, wikileh

it wes not."37

37s Fitz-ornld, Ihe Crackze-us, ».C3
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CIHATTEIR TERUZ

The “eauntiful anl Domed 43 a sreat advance over

Fitz-ersld's first novel, The saze tynse of characters

fourd in This Sicde of Taredise are in thils sscond novel

tut with decldeod chencoa. The story i4s the 014 cne of
character eroded ty 1dleness end lovs by tine. Anthony
and Gloria start uith douvdle gift, or curse, of wealth
ard teauty. This 2lus intellirence and an insatlable
thirst for teday, aro thelr undoing. Unlike This [ide
cf rerpdize, it i3 not a novel cf disilluaioﬁment but

of docay.;

It 13 not a mature novel, elther in concent-
ion or content; 4t suffers tedly froa lacl of dl=zocinline
and povorty of esthetlio idecas. 1I1tsimnsortance, however,
lios in the fact that it shows Fitzrorald's moral anarchy,
and tiiat 4in the confusion of hig revolt he 1s tynical

of his reneration,

The hero of The Feautiful and Dammed, Anthony ratch,
is a projection of Amory Rlaines "At eixtsen he had
lived almost entirely within hirself, an inarticulate
toy, theroushly un=American, and »olitsly towildeored

2

by his contemsoraries."© Eis father hald diled--a 1little

more consnicuously than Anory's--in Lucerne, leaving

Anthony an income of sli~htly under &?OOO a year, His
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frandfatier, wiose fortune will fall to Anthony, is a
reformed robber-baron "for [whose] will to power was
sutstituted a xatuous puerile deslire for e land of harns
and canticles on earth.,"” He was so wealthy that ".;.the
&on in the renubllice whose souls he could not have bouhit
direectly or indirectly would scareely have populated
White }lains....”4 Aftor greduation from larvard, anthony
goes to Rows for a throee-year perlod of artlstle dalllance
but 18 called home to attend his srandfather's antice
irated funsrals, By the tirme he arrivcc old Adan rfatch
1s well arzaln end Anthony conceals his disarpointuent
as best he cans He settles down in Ilew Yori where "He
di1d nothinge~--and contrary to the most accredited gony-
book lozic, he manazed to divert hirself with sors then
avoraro content."S To motivate the disaster which
vlti-ztely covertakes inthony, Fitezcerald wulle an effert
to portray hin as a sensitive end intellisent wman who,
iven into a difficult place by his refusel to com-
promice with a trutal and stupld world, finds his weall-
nessed too strong for hia., He 1s tensted to cowardice
end driftinz by his own imagilnation and ecnaitivenessy
he cannot blame and ficht others because he "understends
too well to blame."® This sonse of futility 1s intere
esting when wo recall Anory Ilaines It 1s impliclt

o8 Itidey pelS £t Itid., D16
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in This 54ds of Feoradise, but Amory has spurts of striving

end at the end of the boox is ready to try Sociallsn,

In The Teautiful and Danned even the intense love affalrs
have faded. Anthony has what can oniy be cclled a friond-
shin with an ushor called Geraldine, ""i3tranco as it
mey soo13," continued Anthony, "so far as I'm concerned,
and even so for as 1 lmow, Ceraldine is a pararon of
virtue.""7 she was merely coxpany, familler and faintly
restful. Aanthony's life goes alons evenly end graclously
until ho meets Clorie Gilbert.

Il1s friends are laury Noble and Richard Caramsl.
The latter ronrscents thoe active intellectuel element
in the novel and throush hin as a writer, we got Fltz-
cercld'as rethor ne-ativistic viow of his own profession,
Carael, who putlishes one pgood novel and proesceds to
corpronicoe with popular derand, is too stunid to movw
he 1s comromising or that the success he has won s
not worth having, The superiority of Anthony and Yaury
is talen for granted and Caremel sesns to polint up,
not only the futllity cof sorious affort, but the suyere
lority of tho eristocrat to the artist, Cerancl is a
perfect foll for Faury's "divine inertia"--bohind which
ley & releontless maturlty of pursosae., lie was to syend

three years in travel, three years of conmpleto lelsure

T3 Feautiful ard Demed, D45
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and then to beco o lomensely rieh as goon as posuilble,
¥ueh mora iaportant, however, 1s the fact that raury
rzcalls tho conjunction of sin and fertility which was

found in Ihis 5370 of Faradizse and "Absolution. " :aury,

li¥e [udolph in ti:e sihwort story, is adept at fooling
the deity. le says: "I oprayed lumellotely after all
crizea until eventually prayer‘and crise becane indlse
tinzuichable to 2e," In a tortursd and confused sermon
which follows 4n sone rart the carcer cof fitzrerald

himsell, ‘zaury describves his flight fron the llound of
8

Heaven who still zrowls ths Jacz Ale. J9ek refure &8

he may in teauty or in the intellsct, in vice, in
airepticisa or toroden, he 1s stlll nursusd and overe
ta.".fen.

This suave notlility end scnce cf penle, these
srivate ressrvations, this flizht from life,
end proezonlition of a death that walts at every
corner«--o0f a darit polson and c¢loven hoofss

it is this entire cluster of psycholozical
alezents, prosentod here in thelr religcious
gulsoe, that has rested at the botton of Fitz-
cerald's work and that 4s now riein; to the
surfece. 9

A further cevslopnent of ths faxininoe irace in
Ftzrorald's work 4s found in Clordia Cilbert. Cloria,

-~

the horoine of The T=rutiful and Te-med, is Fitzzerald's

full-lensth flapper, and throuch hor he nortrays the
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true cuality of his tynical horoine: her impatience with
aon and her mascullne “ity, her beautiful and lanace
ulate tody thet is irncanable of pasclong the gum drops
that she must chew to avoid chewing her fincernalils; and
by contrast thie cool porfection of her brow. oShe 15 a
fully develoyed Rosalind and she writes in her diarys
Azril 24the--1I wont to rerry Anthony,s because

hustends are so often 'husbands' and I must

marry a lover,..e temporerily nassionate lovor

wlth wisdom enocush to realize when 1t has

floun and that 1t must fly. 10

With the marriaze of anthony and Cloria the intere
ection of thoir narclscisn :roaucos o raprid deteriore

ation in Anthony. &8s he traces each developing "wronsnecs
in the cuce" of Cloria, the unraveling of her ten ara:ont
loads hin in turn t5 a perallel reslization of nis own
in-erfoctions., Pitzsorald's mytholorsleazl refarence is

ast: elingling to this shin s hard, donirant Ganynede,
Anthony hinself talles on the role of tho volatile, uncacsy,
and perhans even tetrayed umeNordie woman, Iecanvhile

hiz erotic ser slb‘litias which winred cala wlth Geraldine
are stirrod by Clor*a g coldneas end thls dosirse 1s
matched by a passion "to noscess her triunphant soule--

to braezz ker." The narcissisa of both bocozes more
pronounced and the pathological interdopondence tocozes

Zore oLviouSeee" Ler arms swoaet and stran-~lins wore

erownd him,"11

- avan - - -
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Gloria su:s u> her cods in the nerative princisle
"Zevor slva 2 darN...fOr arythinz or anytody.s.excest
myself and, by 1mslication, for Anthorny."12 sSoon, howevor,
the iaplicatlion 1s tarcly stressed. As anthony's persone
ality ddsintecrates, guarrels wlth Glorla bocore noro
frecuent and blttor. 7There are wild rnartles {ron which
they awalen to phycleal end sziritunl nousce, and to
uhich they are irresistidbly dravn btuci, Anthony's
realization of Gloria's true nature brincs hiu to the
last reachos of disintegration and at the end of the
boolr, after & long lawsuit to get his grandfathierts
money and e long period eof drunlten dogralation, Anthon
has a complate breakdown, Xoth he and Gloria are no
lonrer Leautiful; they ars only dawmmed,

In this rovel Fitz-orzld'c ideas are tasically
unchan-od but @e can now begin to trace a definlito pate

‘terne In This J4ds of arndice hils 1deas were confused

and srosented in a confusing way. ie dlelliled imi-rant
Arericans, movertiy, danceracy---tie Arerican forn of

civilization in ronoral, In The Toautiful ard Dammed

Anthorny trises to fra-ino hil-cell in Counsress, in "that
incroditle pi-cty" with those "Little .on with copye

ook azbltlons wio by medloecrity had thou it to ererge
fron mediocrlity into theo lustreless and unrosantic hoovw

of a povern-ent by tho soonlel."td  Anorican "allons"
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as3une a new :erstective to Fitzoerald's tortured
arictocratoc. Anthony seos the Jows as nansota becoming
the rulers of "his" country and Gloria's fricnd Eloecle
man cones to stand for ti:e race. The profound sexual
fri-idity of Cloria extends tc the whole conecst cf
fertility, and to thesze luaxisrents as the products of

a consnicuous fertilityol#

In This side of FParadlse these attitudes =mi~ht te

accenteld as bravura, shoclk~troops for a nrovel of revolt
but we can o3 that Fitzgerald had a vory definite reason
for alduliring the 3n-lish soclel cysten when he writes

in The Iesutiful and Damneds

Lristocracy's only an admission that certain

traits which we cull fingee~gourars and honor

and bezuty and all that sort of tiingee-can

test e cdeveloned In a favoratls environnent,

wiere you don't have the warnins~s of irnorance

end necoscitye 15
without inquiring too deczly into the Zngllsh ecuivalent,
Fltarerald dacided that the Arzerican erictocracy nust
be the veory wealthy and should oxlody the 1lliezl:z of a
ruling class. 1his 45 the erux of Fltzercld's artistic
»roblens woalth zeent froecdon and froodoas neeant the
soortunity to cultivate beauty, couraso and honoreesthe

tralits of an 1dsal ruling class in a statle soclety.
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Fitz-ereld sousht thils in the American rich and naver
found 1t-~-nor did he roally exzect to do so, He founrd
a ruling class wlthout a sense of res oncitility for

ths country wiich had furniched the scurcss of 1ta
zowers. To te sure, he i3 dealing chiefly with tho third
gonératlon. "o is writing a sort of »ostscri;t to the

Crzat Azcrlican Fortuneat he iz recordins the history of

ti:ds elass a3 1t ey occur to a Toany lanville rather
than a Jay bOhld‘“an Thus accesting all tho bereiits
of thelr social status without a notion of thelr status
in society, Fiturerald's young men are no lornger even
"w2114." They have lost thelr initial flair for advonture

end tecose roscectatle dilettantes, They haven't as
yet, hovever, lost all contact with reality. In the
dialectic of Pitz-erald's evaluction, the "thesie” of
glanor has 1ts antithesis in tho aceormnanying cense of
‘horror that 4s elways in the baclkzrownd of his work,
The whole glitioring postevar nlcture unvoiled In The

Teautiful end Ta-ned s»ringcs in lar:e nert from a darier

search for decejtion. dJazz Age d2sillusionaent loft a
vacuum and Fitzrerald's characters ars cearching for
now 1llusiona, The herc of "The Diarond iAs Iig s the

nitz"17 scys "His was a creat sin vwho first invented
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consciounncss,. The otazscsive nature of thils search is
thie doninant tiems of tho novel. In its forced and
confused ending the doctructive elenent, "sorne aghast
and irresarable avalening," had Lroken thircush the sure
face. In Fitz-erald's werk of the thirties thils countere
1878 will bocoxme ore and more com;elling.ls
Wealth, then, was not an abtsolute geal to Fitziorald.
7o noed only consider ti:e fate of hls churacters to see
that, It waz only when Amory lost his money and coslal
pogition that he felt he !mow hinmself, Anthorny, a Jroe
Jection of Amory, after gailning his grandfather's money,
1s bundled off to Zurore: a cornletely disorganized and
hplf-mod eripscle. Fltzpgerald does not estatlish a clear
Tersrective on the rrotlen of wealth, end the related
protlem of social position, until hls next novel, IThe

Creat Gatsbye

At the beginninz of the chapter I cald that lha
Ieautifu) and Dammed was an advance over Fitzrorald's
first novel, It 13 a sore consclously artlstic glece
of worls and 13 nearer -aturity. Fitz_erald ctill eunsloys
thoe varlous ponres found in his first novel--dlalocue,
dramatleo scones, poetry, etc.~~but loss often and with

lozs effect, This S1ds of rFaradisce was "inctinet with

—ad

1ife" and, as the record of youthlful confusion and revolt,
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the loss of unity resulting fro: ths uce of thocs virious
for:s was conenscated for bty the over-all inmract. 1Ih
noﬁel, paradoxically, could not have been &3 eiffactive
wlthout the stylistic confusion, This 15 not the case

with The Tecutiful and feznecd and tiat is why 1ts groator

stylistic maturity resulted in a locs of stylistlc
effectiveness, Fitzzerald has almost eliminated his
early tendency to sudbstitute lectures for dlalozue
altizoush he ruus wild in the scere whero laury Kobla
dqlivers an harancue which, as Ths Dal's reviewer ro-

maried, sounds "lire a rosume of The Tducation of le

Adams flltered throurh a partlicularly thick gage of

The Sxart Set,"1? Fitzgereld alsoc 21lows himself thae
rleasure of a Shavian scene between Eeauty end Ilie Voice
by way of introduction for Gloria. Nevertheless, Ihe

Ceautiful and Da:med i1s nuch more successfully focusced

on & central purpose than Ihis Side of jaradlse, and

much less often bathetle in its means; Fitzoerald's
atlility to reallize the minutiee of huniliction end sufe
fering seldon fails Lim, 20

In a lectter to Johin Peals Dichwop, Fitzcerald sivss
us tho roason for the compqarctive follure of The Feautiful

end Da-meds "I dovoted so —uch more care...to ths deteil
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of the took then I ¢id to thinkings outl the genoral
sciene¢‘."21 It 4s the muddlect in concertion of all
Pitzoerald's bools. de find this most clearly illust-
rated in his handlinc of Anthony and Gloria. Fitsrerald
introduces Anthony witi pages that blaze with irony.
Later, however, we find Fitzgerald standln; aside and
ecting as the Antimnte psychological confidant, whloh
often tetrays the sutoblo;rapher. .8 the story srogres-
ses, .anthony becoxmes incanatle of that devecticn to ab-
stractions which =made hia so entertaining tefore, and

he Eecomos irpotent. Jtarting as a brilllant dllettante,
Anthony becozes & brutel end stucid druniard, Fitzgerald's
developiront of Glorla is more intricate and less effective.
She 18 introduced rather deftly and, by =eans of 1lisht
touches, Fitzzerald malies of her the essence of the
boautiful, self-contered flazcer, she is not really
human tut she 1s extremely intercsting., A3 this story
C093 on, however, she delicussces and loses her unique-
nesse 498 she acculres telins, sho lLiecoues more and more
ordinary, fructrated, end merely selflsh. Fitzrerald's
treoataent of these two characters leaves the curlous

impresaion that he wes at first inside Anthony's soul
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21: The Crack=un,; 1.253. In comnoctlon with this it
alnit be zointed out that at one place in the novel
Gloria tocowes definftoly prosnant and nothling
furthor 1s cald concerning 1t. & rathoer largs
"dotelil" end er onbarassing one to overlool,
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and watched CGlerla frow without, and gradually changed
thase positians.ze The daterioration of Anthony's
charzctor can be attrituted, in lorge desree, to tho |
catalytic eifoct of his love for Glopria, tut the chance

in Gloria can only te attributed to & chift in artistic
enshaclc rosulting in e tasically chenred characters

Ferhe .z the =ost olviouz reason for ths failure of

e boull la that Fitz-erald was not able to srovido an
‘adecuate cause for the suffering of .nthony and Gloria
nor an ac eouate roason within their charactors for thelir
surrendor. In the end you 4o not btelleve that they wanted
tho on-ortunities for finoness that the freedom of wealth
provides, you ses tiem only as peoo:sle who wanted lusu

The Eecutiful and Damned 13 not so much a study of dise-
astor as a stuldy of the atmosghere of disaster; cf a
world in which no moral decisions cun te zode bscause
thore are no valuos in terms of vwhich they may be

measure d.23 Althov-h the book 1s extrerely unsetisfactory,
it 1s a docided stop forward for rFltz-erald, lie began

to sense the full imnlications of his material and the

rosult was his mastorplece, Ihoe Creat Catsby.
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You are cractin: the contorzorary world nuch
as Thackeray did his in Pondennis and Vanity
“air and this isn't a bted comzlients You
make a modern world and a moderm or;y strancely
enourh 1t was never done untll you aid it in
Thias 3130 of Paradise. 'y tellef in This
-33de of .arndise was alri-ht., This 1s es
good a boolk add diflerent and cld cer and that
is what cne Jfo2s, one does not ~et better but
difforent and older end that is gclways a
rleasurs, 1

This excernt from a lettier to Fitzzerald from Gertrude
3tein set the tone for the eriticel rocection of Th

Creat Catsby. There weroe sove of the usuzl carping

roviews, ono of which actually placed tihe book in the
elass of ne-lisible novels,"® but intellicent eritics
everywhere hoiled it as a milestone in Fitzsorzld's

carser, In the worit he had done zrevious tu this novei

ho co:bined a natural £Aft with an exuberant selfe
confidencs, ﬁroducing work that was youthful and trilliant,
Fut as trilliant aa cozo of the nazsares are, the reader
g‘uaually loft with an aura of glanor, and efter the
glacor fadod there was 1little for the mind to retaln,

with Tae Great Catsty, hovever, Fitz-orzld definltely

“laft the ranks of the exjerizentars, the tricht young
nen, and produced a mature, welleconstructed end evenly

uvritten novel.3
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13 The Crecl=un, p.328
28 Tha oorin-fleld Re~ublicun. July 5, 1225, p.7a
3: Cleaton, LoOXG & LattlcS, pe232"
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Jay Gatsty, 1like all of Fitzoorrld's herves, is a
projection of a part of Fitzzerald's own personality.
e 48 a highly rorantic charzeter 1lile the author's
first heroes but with this differencej; Catsby objectifics
Cthat part of the author's personality which can only
load te disastor in the nateriallisn of modorn America.
Filtzgerald says of Gatsbye

If personality is an unbtrolten serics of suce

casaful goestures, then there was souethlng

gorreous abvout hia, sore helrhtoned sensie

tivity to the zro.ises of 1lifo, as if he wore

related to one of thwose intricate zachines

that ro;sister earthcualtes ton thiousand alles

ausy e s se===Gatolby turned out 2ll ri- it at the

end; 1t 1s wiat preyed on Gatsby, what foul

dust floatod in the vake of Lis dreamte.ss 4

canes Gatz vas bern of an inpovorished fanmlly in
Yorth Daiota. DJurins tho war his wifora gains hiz access
to tho graclous hozes of loulsville vwhere Le moots Lalsy
Fays They fall in love and Jaxzes Gatz, who has bocome
Jay Gatsby by thls tire, goes overseas, After the war
Gatsby 18 lLent alroad and Dalsy marriea Toa Buchanan,
an ex-foottall star and extremely riche. Goteby returms,
renniless, to find Daisy marrlied and he starts his guest
for wealth to win her becits The story teglina in medias
reg, and we find Gatsby estallished in a trortendous
mansion across lLong Island Sound froa Dalsy's hone, e

cilves Lacchanallian partles hoping that the Buchanans

wlll hacpon in but this nevor occurs. Fivo years had
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radsed since he left Dalsy, and lldck Carrcway, tne narrator
whose 1little house adjcins Gatsbty's property, first seos
hinm looiking across the Sound in the daris

sesha Btretched out his arns toward the darz

water in a curious way, and, ag for as 1 was

froz hime 1 could have aworn he was treatling.

Involuntarlly 1 glanced seuwarde-e-and distine

guished notnin# oxoszt & sinzle green licht,

minute and far away, that mizht have toeon

2o end of a dock. §

It waz thils creen 1lirht 2t the end of thz Zuchernan's
dock whleh sy To0lized Catsty's dream; it moant Dalsy
and the fulfillzent of Catsty's love for her. Nick
Carraway, who 4s Daisy's cousin, arrances e mesting
btetweon Dalsy and Getsty and for e brief tine Jalsy's
love i3 ronewed, Zut evon without the interve:ning
five yoars and hor marricge to Toa, Dalsy could not
have lived u» to Cetshy's drezm of hers

seoltilo coloasal vitality of his 11lusioNesss

“had gone far beyond her, beyond everything.

le hed thrown hiloself into 1t with a crcative

rassion, adding to it all the time, deciting

1t out with every bri-ht feather thct driftod

his waye. [0 anount of fire or freshness can

challonce what & man can store uz in his

ghostly hearte 6
The resolution of tho story 1s trog cally ironioc. Ton
Zuehanan, whose moistress lives nearby, dlscovers Gatasby's
relatlionshl) to Dalsy andy reacting in a compnletely

bourgeolis fashion, 18 prozerly outragod. During an
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indi-nant "shouwdown" in a New York hotel, Tox troals
aiay's will and, in a contsmaptuous mozont, lets Catsby
take ner btacit to Long island in bis cor, Dalsy drives
the last cardt of the trip and Tom's mistresc, seaing

the a; roacuing car and thlnking Toz is in 1t, comes

cut to intorce,t thon and &s 1lled by Dalsy. Tom later
talls the dead woizan's hucband to whom the car belongs
and Catsty 1s nurderod.

Catety 45 a new soclal character in [itzserald's
worii==--one w.:0 had no prover educstion and rot the slighte
ect pretense to breeding. Ille is llamctrically opnposed
to Fitzzerzld's hendsoze and lusurlcus youny nen,

Por Te Scott Filtzoersld,eeddanes Catz of Yorth

Dalzotae=rranting the inevitalle excestion

of his nillions--~=~is al=-ost tho equlivalont

of a proletarien prota~sonist, Yet as the

Greet Catcby, he is more than e class gymitol.

lle is8 a aort of cultural hero, and the otory

cf Catesty's 1llusion 1s tho story of an are

11lusion, too, T
Gatsty's rise 18 thoe American success story in its most
prizitive form, Lo i1s the Inerscorian man brousht to
corrletion and eventually to fallurs., Ilie had rsturred
to the Zast wiere conditlions whilch could tolercte his

3 It 18 ironice

solferoliant roranticism no lonrer exist,
that his money is mnde outsido the law, but the structure
of Axerican soclety was no longer such as to provide an

easy releuss for the old 1deas of universal successs The

S I G S AP W B CP P PP GR TP WP - WD W @ P S

Ts ”eiumor. Orscitey D319
83 ..,“00, 07:012.. I‘ollr



56

frontier traditlon of runred individuallsa, the Horatlio
Alzor le-end of the sudden exergence of tha roor boy
into the poldien uprer worid, micsst tolza ctroanze forms.
Gatsby must dominate his environnzent to win baclt Dalsy
n1d he createa aa 1llusory characier for hiazelf, a
pPrecarious and ifapozeiblo zlator cut of a hundrod helf-
trutiis end falseolwcads, ﬁhen those cru:ble a2t the ond,
the final ircny of the novcl resldes in Fitzperzl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>