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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem
The economically deprived have been termed invisible
by some, because they tend to live away from the heavily
traveled sfreets, or in the heart of cities where people in
suburbia seldom go. Thus, "they are obscured by The National

"l Until recently it was taken for granted in the

Average.
United States, a country with the wofld's highest standard
of living, that poverty had been 2ll but eliminated.

Just as a worm in an apple is barely visible, many
Americans do not notice the poverty which exists in their
cities and along their country roads. People who are not
economically deprived themselves generally have little aware-
ness of the actual conditions, habits,and feelings of this
segment of the population. Yet poverty has not been elimi-
nated and if this condition is to be decreased it is impor-
tant to first understand how the economically deprived
think, feel, and react to their problems.

The clothing needs of children have been chosen

as the subject of this investigation. Young children are

not strongly gulded by peer group pressure, as are adolescents.

: lgen Bagdikan, In the Midst of Plenty: The Poor in
America (Boston: Beacon Press, 196%4), D. 13. _

1



Clothing, to youngsters, 1s not so much a symbol of iden-
tification with a group or of conformity; rather, it is
important to each child as an individual form of self-
expression.

"Very early in life a child discovers that his
clothes attract attention to himself.”2 Adults comment about
the newness, color, or style of a garﬁent, while children,
on the other hand, feel envy toward thelr peers who have
attractive garments. ZEnvy and comments lead the child to
realize the powerful effect of clothes and their gratifi-
cation to the wearer.

Clothing can affect a child's behavior. Uhen he
wears dressy clothing, a child tends to exhibit more restrained
behavior than when he 1s in play clothes. Displeasing and
1l1l-fitting clothes can cause misery.3

Today, 1t is understood that suitable clothes

help to make childhood a happy time. They

contribute to the child's developing character

and increase his self-confidence. Furthermore,
suitable clothes may influence a child's mental
health by encouraging him to accpt responsi-
bility, to co-operate with his adults, and his
peers, and to contribute socially. To look fit

1s to feel fit, which is the first step toward

any accomplishment, whether &t be on the play-
ground or in the schoolroom.

—— e ——— — e

2E1izabeth Hurlock, Child Development (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1950), p. 509.

5Louise Langford, Guidance of the Young Child (New
York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc., s Do .

4Mildred Tate and Oris Glisson, Family Clothing (New

York: John Viley and Somns, Inc., 1961), quot?ng ay Moeller
and Katherine Tingley, Children and Their Clothing, Stoors:
University of Connecticut Extenslon Service of the College
of Agriculture, October, 1950.




The present survey is exploratory and descriptive.
It 1s an attempt to investizate characteristics of clothing
of economically deprived children, the practices of their
families which contribute to the clothing characteristics,
and sugzestions of what assistance would be helpful in clothing

tais sezment of the American population.

Definition of Terus

Various terms have teen used by the researcaer, and
they need to be defined in order to show the scope of the
author's definition and to clear aay ambiguity in termi-
nology.

sconorically deprived, as usad in tais study,

refers to that sezment of American society which is char-
acterized by wminimal economic levels as evidenced by coa-
ditions of health, housing, and food. The saznple is con-
sidered economically deprived because the children of these
families are at a lower socio-economic level. See Appendix A.
Although most economically deprived are in tne lover class,
accordingz to 'Zarner,5 it shiould not be assumed that most
lover class families are economically deprived.

Children have been defined for the purposes of this
study as youngsters vino attend eleamentary school. See
Appendix A. Iany families in the sample have childrea four

years old who are in pre-~kiandergarten nursery school. The

5+411iam L. ‘jarner and Paul 5. Lunt, The Social Life
of a I odern Co=anunity (Tew Iiaven: Yale University Press,
1¢490), p. 444=450,




nursery school classes are conducted in the elementary school
building; therefore, children in the pre-kindergarten pro-
gram are included in the study.

Clothing refers to all zarments worn by the childrean

which are visible uader normal coaditionse.

Review of Literature

Iiany tooks and articles have been writtea about
poverty in America; however, the literature seldom mentions
the clothing of the people. Very little research attention
nas been directed toward the clothing conditions, the clothing
problems, or the clothing needs of the ecounomnically deprived.

Although publications concerning poverty are vo-
luminous, four books have been considered basics and author-
itative and have been very useful in developing an under=-
standing of the situation of the poor.

Joan . Galbraith5 presents a picture of the wihole

economic structure of America in ais book, The Affluent

Society. Until recently the entire history of mankind has
Imiowvn an economy of poverty; disease, war, and limited food
supply have restrained the ecoiiories of the past. asamerica
in the middle twentieth century nas largely broken away from
the yoke of mass poverty to become a nation of affluence.
People are poverty-stricken waen their income falls markedly
behind that of the comnunity aad they cannot aave what tae

largeTr community regsards as the winiaum for decency and

6John ¥. Galbraith, The Affluent Society (Dostoi:
Houghton ./ifflin Company, 1850).




therefore are judged by the larger community as indecent.7

In a culture with such a nigh standard of living, Galbraith

feels poverty should be eliminated or considerably decreased.
Gunnar I'yrdal,8 an internationally respected Swedish

economist, wrote of the American economic situation in his

book, Challenze to Affluence. As a citizen of anotiaer country,

he objectively views the structure of America's economy,

the governmental policies that affect the economy, and Ameri-
ca's attitudes toward economies. Ilyrdal, discussing unem-
ployment and poverty together, refers to the "underclass"

as the unemployed and gradually unemployable persons and
families of the bottom of society.9 Unenployment is de-
scribed as a "damaging way of life, particularly for the
young, and above all when their educational and cultural
level is low. Crime, prostitution, and all sorts of shady
methods of passing time will thrive as they did in the

slums during the devression of the thirties: they are
beginning to do so already and tae trend is increasing.lo

Like Galbraith, he feels that America should eliminate

poverty be economic and social iiethods.

T1bid., p. 251.

8Gunnar i.yrdal, Challensze to affluence (New York:
Pantheon Books, 1962).

9Ibid., p. 40.
loIbido 9 po 45"‘460






~ichael Harringtoan's Tae Otaer inericall presents

a very detailed pictuire of poverty in the Unlted States
lHarrin~ton describes the invisibilitr of the wnoor and
discriwminates hetueen the various tr»es of -overtr. Throuzh-
out tlie entire book there is an effort to »Hresent d2ily
a-istence as the voor experience it. Accordin-~ to Har-
rin-ton, clotiin- is one of the factors vhich makes tae
moor invisible. "There are teas of tlouszds of Americans
in tiie bi-~ cities who are wearing shoes; »erhans even a
stvlisl:s ent s»it or dress, and yet are hun~rv. It is not
a matter of plannin-~, thou-ia it almost see.s as if the
affluent socict+~ lLas iven out costumes to tae poor so that
they vould not offend the rest of society with the sight

of rags."l2 "imerica has the best-dressed voverty the vorld
nl3

has ever known.

14
In the i.idst of Plenty by Ben Dazdikan is a more

recent book about the poor in Anerica. Although 1t is

basically much lile The Other America, Zagdikan 1we a warg

personal presentation. Iile cites many situations of families
1vho are iwpoverisied. The took vividly portrays tae un-
happiness and hopelessness of poverty. Bagdikan describes

one clothing problen as the "regular econoiic catastropae

1liichael Jarrinztoa, The Otuer Aumerica (i'en York:
lacnillan Co., 1962).

121pid., ». 13.

1531pid., p. 12.

143agdikan, 0 cit.

o2. C1t



of disintegrated shoes."l® e, too, feels that clothing
is a factor vhich contributes to the invisibility of the
poor; clothing no longer develops a faded or dull appear-
ance.16
otudies have teen conducted to determine the quan-
tity of clothing necessary for minimal physical standards
and the amount of clothing owned by the lower class. The
interest of thils survey is with minimal clothinz for chil-
dren and with practices related to clothing in their par-
ticular family situations; therefore, the relationship
betwveen the present survey aad previous studies is limited.
watherine B. 721117 investizated the clothing situa-
tion of lower class families. The members of her sample
had steady factory e ployment and did not seem to live
below minimal standards. Inventories were stressed, as was
satisfaction of dissatisfaction in the clothing of families.
rany other studies have priwarily used inventories
in researching the lowver income fanilies. Recently the
U.S. Department of Agriculture putlisned a study titled

. . . . Q.
Rural faicily opeadinz and Consumptlon,ld ia wvhich expen-

151bid., p. 12.
151pid., p. 5.

17ratherine T. flall, "A 3tudy of soae of the Factors
that Contribute to Satisfactions and Dissatisfactions in
tae Clothing of 92 Urban, Low-Income Fawilies" (unpublished
Ph.D. thesis, University Park, Pa., Pennsylvania State
University Library, 1955.

18Jean Pennock, Rural PFawmily Spending and Consw:ption.
‘ashington, D.C., United States Departwent of Agzriculture, 1054,




ditures acd coasuwption patterns were the focus of tue
investigation. In tlds study, the researcher's interest
is primarily with clotuin; characteristics and practices,
vhich are not specifically descrited in studies of this
nature.

These two revresentative studies ware reviewed to
siion that previous studies conceraning clothing of the lower
class families have been undertaiken. In addition, the re-
searciher aclmowledges tae existence of a larze nuuber of
studies concerning quantity of clothing and consumption
from an econoiric point of viev. Yone of these relates

directly to the present survey.

Focus of the study

.riters, as previously indicated in the Review of
Literature, have tended to say taat economically deprived
veople are largely invisible because their dress is indis-
tinzuishable from the clothinz of people who are not econon-
ically deprived. The stateaent is made without reference
to research and taegefore an effarf to determine its wvelidity
would seem valuabla.. If clothing is found to be a distin-
guishable characteristic, then it could be suzgested that the
impact of this difference te studied as a possible contri-
butioa to problems of the econonically deprived farilies.

Tae assurnptions and objectives whicih zuided this

survey are as follovs:
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Assuaptions:

1.

2

3.

The respounses of the professional sample refer
to the same population as represented by the
economically deprived samnple.

The respounses given to the questions are essen-
tially aonest.

Svery respondent refers to an inexact but fairly

stable clothing standard whea questioned.

Ok jectives:

1.

2

To determine what, if any, clothinz character-
istics are perceived as noticeable for children
of the economically devrived.

To determine what practices and conditions are
believed respounsible for any noticeable char-
acteristics perceived in clothing the children
of the economically deprived.

To deteruine if there is any need for assistance

and to sugzest reredial wmeasures.



CIAPT R II
1. 0TT0DOLOGY

Tais study is necessarily zreatly limited for it is
a preliuninary exploration of the condition. It is hoped
that the investigation will add objective information to
stimulate further study of theldistinguishability of the
clotaing of children of the economically deprived.

This chapter will describe: (1) selection of the
method, (2) development of the instrument, (3) the pretest,
(4) the comaunity setting, (5) selection and description of
the sample, (5) administration of the instrument, and (7)

wmethod of analysis.

Selection of the .ethod

Personal interviews were chosen as the technique
for collecting data in thils study. ©Since many of the parti-
cipants in the sample, defined as economically deprived,
nave only limited literacy,l they would have consideratle
difficulty merely reading a printed question. Problems
involved with responding in a written form would be even

creater, Because of limited literacy, .:snibers of the sauple

lZiyrdal, op. cit., p. 5l.

10
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would find it almost impossible to spell the words they
would desire to use. "Even many college graduates have
1ittle facility for writing, and of those who do, few

have the patience or motivatbn to write as fully as they
might speak."? For these reasons, it seemed f£itting to use
oral questioﬁs.

A small portion of the selected group has a very
limited vocabulary in iZnglish and functions with greater
fluency in Spanish. An interview is valuable because it is
an oral communlcation and also because it incorporates
the possibllity of rephrasing and rewording sentences into
a group of words which is understood. This also allows for
more valldity because the interviewer is not always sure
that the Spanish-oriented person is answering the intended
question. Thus, the nature of the lnterview allows the
responses to be challenged and checked.3

Although the advantages of greater flexibllity and
the ability to check validity are most important factors for
forelgn language-oriented samples, their importance should
not be overlooked in the samples with limited literacy.
These people frequently have a very meager vocabulary and
would not understand the terminology in a qgestion if it

were not explalned to them.

20claire Sellitz and others, Research Methods in Social
Relations (Revised One-Volume Zdition; New York: Holt, Rine=
hart and '/inston, 1963), p. 24l. v

31bid., p. 242.
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Another point to consider is that these people
may not have the pencll or pen necessary to answer a malled
questionnalire. It 1s appropriate to recall that a very in-
expensive ball-point pen equals in cost a quart of milk,

a loaf of bread, a small package of luncheon meat, or a

pound of margarine. Another possible handicap would be
having a broken pencil and no convenient method of sharpening
it nor the motivation to do so.

Another reason for choosing a direct interview was
to establish rapport. Much of the information desired was
of a rather personal nature. Travers points out that,

"the interviewee may be put at ease" and thus it is possible
to "build up a feeling of confidence that makes for both co-
opefation and truthfulness."4 The establishment of good
rapport was very 1mpoftant Because the researcher did not
wish to reveal particular interest in these people as a
group. The economically deprived are very sensitive about
their situation and resent beipg thought of and referred

to in somewhat negative terms. Stuart noted that "some
parents resent inferences that their children are culturally
deprived," (another term frequently used in referring to

these people.)5

4Robert M. Travers, An Introduction to Zducational
Research (Second CEdition; New York: lacmillan Company,
s De 232.

SRobert Stuart, "A Better Beginning," Lansing
State Journal (July 11, 1965), p. zZ-1.
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Selltiz notes that "where there may be strong emo-
tional involvement...an undérstanding and permissive manner
on the part of an interviewer is likely to be more success-
ful than the anonymity of a questionnalire in eliciting
frank responses."6 The need to establish good rapport was
emphasized by thé fact that not only was the interviewer
the teacher of these children, but also because the research-
er represented an educational institution. Frequently people
from low-income levels find it difficult to communicate
with educators; they frequently have rather negative atti-
tudes towards schools. A recent survey of the community ser-
vices was conducted by Greenleigh Associates, Inc., which
states that school 1s often a strange and hostlile experience
to these people.7
' For this study it was necessary to establish a
technique to collect data not only from the economically
deprived but also from soclal service personnel who work
directly with this group. The interview technique was par-
ticularly appropriate because 1t afforded needed rapport
and greater flexibility for both groups.

Finally, the personal interview was chosen because
it 1is usually possible to obtain a much higher percentage of

respondents with an interview than when questionnalres are

6Se11tiz, op. cit., p. 240.

Talter Rugaber, "Hospitals, Schools, Parks--How the
Poor See Them," Detroit Free Press (July 14, 1965),
po A"90 .
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8

used. "Jany people are villing and able to co-operate in

a study when all they have to do is talk."?

Developrment of the Iastrument

rfor this survey, two interview schedules were devel-
oped. Tae instruments differed in approacih and to some
degree in content. The social service personnel wvere asked
directly to respond to practices responsible for the char-
acteristics of clotihinz and the recognized need for assist-
ance.

A checklist to be coapleted by the writer was devised
to zive the study one measure of clothinz characteristics
of the children in the sample and vas not dependent upon
recall, It would serve as a councrete reference with the
azeneral iampressions of the mothers and the social service
personnel.

Since the social service personael were professionally
trained and experienced, the researciaer felt it was not
necessary to confine the questions to specific content or
to conceal the major interest of the study. The schedule
for the social service personnel contained broad questlons
desizned to gain a free and unprompted response. Broad
zeneral questions were cuosen to enable the respondees to
volunteer all remarks and to avold suzgestinz a response.

Zach professional worker was given the title of tae study,

8Travers, op. cit., p. 232.
9;ielltiz, op. cit., p. 241,



and tae working definition of terus such as: children,
econoirically denrived, and clothinz.

In developing tae questions to be used for inter-
viewing the mothers, considerable attention was directed
to the vocabulary. An atteapt was made to use paurases and
words which the mothers would understand and respond to
readily. Frequently, the econouically deprived use less
precise and sopaisticated patterns of speecih than do aca-
dea:ically-oriented individuals.

Tae questions for the laterview vere desizned so
that the selected individuals would not realize the researcher
as exclusively interested in tihe econoaically deprived.

To the poor, life is discourazinz and witaout hope. Irzaber
refers to their existence as a "dull blur of boredoa and
despair."l0 Althouzh these people feel most inadequate to
cove with problems, they are very seasitive about tie situa-
tion. Seinz referred to as "economically deprived" is a
rather depressinz experience. Due to tiae current publicity
on this topic, the poor are particularly sensitive about it;
tnerefore, any question which mizht have led the interviewee
to suspect that the study was coancermed »rinarily wita tae
econouically deprived vas reuorded or not used.

A2 intervier was taouzat to be advisable for ottain-

inx respomses of the wotaecrs. authorities ifeel taat econou-

— wet e s ewrn e cem = = o e . = e meeg eee gemma— -

10131 ter Rugaber, "Poverty's Portrait is Dull Blur of
Boredom and Despair," Detroit Free Press (July 12, 1965),
po A_20




ically deprived peonle generally nave difficulty organizing

and conceptualiziny their thouzhts. Davls says that they are
unfariliar wita most types of regular or systematic training.ll
All questions directed to the mothers vere linited to quite
specific topies, to help eliminate tihe need to conceptualize
and organize their ldeas for a compreaensive ansver,

For the soclal service personnel, open-ended questions,
very ceneral in nature, vere used. Tae first question asked
if there was anytiingz about the clothing of the economically
deprived which tiould make them noticeable. Tuils question
was designed to encouraze a free response to tae clotaing
characteristics of the childrentiitiaout suggzesting specific
factors. The second questlon covered sugzestions for ti.:
nrobable causes of aany noticeability mentioned. Juestion

aree dealt with suzgestions for assistance., An irpression
of ° adequacy of clothinz vas tae subject of question four.
See Appendix 3.

In the questionnaire for the social service vorkers,
adequacy was tine only cuaracteristic which thais group was
specifically questioned about, and it folloued their free
responses., The vwriter believed that social morkers uight
not assocliate adequocy with noticeability, and siae did not
vant to risi losiuy thacir responses on tiis important

aspect,

- - -——

11li11ison Davis, oo)eeci delivered to a meeting of
the American liome _cononics Association orkshop, '"lorking
witia Low-Income Pamilies," (..arch 15-1¢, 19355).
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For the mothers, the questions dealt with four
topics related to clothing, namely adequacy, procedure in
selection, fit, care and method of washing. Adequacy and
appropriateness wvere covered in questions related to having
enough clothing for differeat occasions and climatic con-
ditions. The sources of clothing and shopping practices
uvere investigated in questions asking where the clothing
is obtained, how it 1is payed for, whether any is made at
liome, vhat features are noticed when buying, and wvho shops
for the clothinz. Sensitivity to appearance of fit was
dealt with when the motuers were asked if they were satis-
fied with the fit of the clothing, if the children try on
clothing before it 1s purchased, and if they adjust the
clothing to make it fit. Information concerning care was
gained from questions involving vhether the mothers mend
clothing, have problems mending the clothes, or if they
X¥now how to mend the clothinz. State of cleanliness was
covered in questions related to the mother's stated ability
to keep enough clean clothes, frequency of washing, washing
problens, and method of washing the clothing. See Appendix 3.

Siance the questions are different in the two inter-
viewv schedules, direct couparisons between the responses
of the soclial service personnel and the wothers are diffi-
cult. It will be possible only to generalize according to
vhat distinguishable characteristics are perceived, and wvhat
casual factors are associated and vhether any need for assist-

ance is recognized by either group in the sauple.
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/ith respect to the cuecklist of clotaing char-
acteristics vhich was devised by the author, the writer
felt that there would be soiie value in recording an obser-
vation of the children's clothing on the day the wothers
vere intervieuved. The checklist contained words waich would
describe the clothing as adequate or inadequate, clean or
dirty, mended and othervise cared for or in need of atten-~
tion, and a reasonably good fit or poor fit for the wearer.
It is recognized that many children including those not
economlcally devrived do not wear clotihing for leisure
activitlies which meets the highest standard of dress. Rather,
it was expected tlat reasonable allowvances could be made
for informal attire in order to gain one kind of reaction
not subject to recall. An attempt was nade to objectively
determine the state and characteristics of the clotiilng
without reference to past experience with the children.

It was thought that the author's knowledge in the
field of clothing would enable her to malte this observation

in an objective manner.

The Pretest

The pretest for the interviev sciedule to be used
with the social service personnel ianvolved interviewing two
teachers who are colleagues of the author. The teachers,
who are instructors of the children of the economically
deprived mothers in the sample, not only helped the research-

er test the interpretation of the questions, but also



volunteered information relative to the approachr to use in
the interview sesslions with the mothers.

Three mothers from the Lansing coununity were con-
tacted to pretest the intervieuw schedule to be used with the
econoinically deprived mothers. It was found that some of
the questions were nisleadinz and thus were not conveying
the desired interpretation. Changes were initiated in order
to clarify the gquestions and they were pretested azain with
tvo mothers who are students in the Textiles, Clothingz and
~elated arts Departuent of ilichizan State University.

Since the scliedule was not pretested on a group of econon-
ically deprived mothers, it is recoznilzed that the omission
places a liriitation on the study because there was no fore
knowledge as to uvhether these questions wvould elicit the
desired type of responses. The nodified instrument, however,
did appear to conruanicate the ideas clearly to the mothers
used in tiae second pretest; and because of time limitations

the interview schedule was considered accentable.

Selection and Description of tae Sanple

The sample was made up of five social service per=-
sonnel viho have direct contact with the children of the
econoilically deprived and of ten mothers of families which
vere classified as econouically deprived.

The social service personnel were chosen carefully
because not all people in tals type of work deal with children

of the economically deprived. Although most social service
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personnel work with lowver class children,12 hey do not
alvays associate with the children of the econouically
deprived.s DPoor ciuildren seldom attend camps, Jjoin the
Y..Ceh., or Y.7.C.A., Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar

13

orzanizations. Parents in the econoumically deprived
classification usually will not give the cihild aoney for
dues, nor will they aelp the child find a way to get to the
organization. Because tie children are uafa:ziliar with
orzanization in their daily lives, they frequently do not
understand or enjoy orzanized activity. Therefore, the
social service personnel who would know these children best
would be those who go to the poor neighborhood, and those
who offer a program and activities which the children under-
stand and enjoy.

The social service personnel 1a this sample direct
widely varying activities. The only woman in the sample
is a Visliting Teacher in the Lansing Public Schools; she
is not a classrooxr teacher, but counsels children on an
individual basis. The Visitinz Teacher works with children
who have difficulty adjusting to the classroom and helps
children overcome their problems and adapt their behavior
to the classroom situation.

Another professional worker included in tihe sample

is the director of the Lansing Blg Zrothers Assoclation,

12:Farner and Lunt, op. cit., p. 444=450,

131ntervien with Barrett Lyons, Departmeant of 3Social
‘lork, I.ichigan State University, July 2, 1965.
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which tries to help boys witaout fathers by finding them

Biz 3rothers., T'le trains the men for their role as Big Trother
and guides tae relationship betreen them and the boys.

Since uany unstable hones are also econoiically deorived,

the director has considerable contact witi boys from econou-
ically deprived homes.,

Two social service workers in the sanaple were Y...C.A.
pversonnel. Tae Youtlh Program Director vwas interviewved,
althougn his work deals wviti activities in the Y..".C.A.
building. 3ecause tue Y....C.a. provides so many scnolar-
saips and attractive activities, it was felt that the director
1ould nave at least soiie contact with these children. Since
he represents only limited contact, this professional's
opinion probably wrould wost closely reserble tie feelings
of the general public, wuica also has liaited contact with
the econo.ically deprived.

The director of the Gra-7 Prograiz of tae 7. .C.A,
w7as the fourth meaber of the saunle. The Gra-Y is a Y.l:.C.A.
nrogran of activities in the school for boys of grade-school
aze. oecause tue nrozramn is conducted in their oim neighbor-
nood, it provides ponular activities for the caildren of the
econoaically deprived.,.

Another imexber of the saxzplz las receatly been
appointed as tue Human Relations Director of the City of
Lansing. Defore this position, tne director had teen oa

ne staff of Lincoln Ceater for many Years. Liancoln Center

is a coumnunity center for children and adults in a solidly
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Yezro arca, it the Center, as the Director of i.en's and Boy's
Activities, his job also involved walking along the side=-
valks and becoming acquainted with those people he met,

The researcher teaches elenentary school in Lansing
in an economically deprived neighborhood, and it was decided
that mothers of the children of her class would be used in
the sample. Since the author had become acquainted with the
uothers of these children through Parent-Teacher Conferences
and Parent-Teacher Association meetinzs, some rapport had
already been established with theu.

ilothers of economically deprived families were
sclected for the study on the basis of those children who
receive free milk daily froo: the Lansing Board of Zduca-
tion. The necessity for free 111k 1s decided by the teacher
and the school secretary and is authorized by the school
attendance officer. Since children who do not have adequate
food, clothing, or shelter are generally chosen to parti=-
cipate in tihhe free milk program, it was decided that this
1as a satisfactory measurement technique for this study.

In June, 1955, thirteen children in the researcher's
class vere receiving free nilk. Of the thirteen mothers who
tiaus qualified for the study, only ten were chosen, for the
following reasons: one family moved in June and was not
available, the mother in the second family worked and vas
unavailable, and the children in the third family were placed
in the father's custody by the Juvenile Court of Ingham

County and for this reason, the mother was not interviewed.
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The Community Setting

This study was conducted in Lansing, Michigan.
Lansing, the capital of Michigan, with a population of
107,807, is rapidly expanding, having increased 17 percent
in population in ten years. The percentage of Negroes in
Lansing 1s 6.5, which is relatively low, compared with a
10 percent Negro population for the State of Michigan.l4
Large factories in Lansing include'Oldsmobile and Fisher Body
Divisions of General liotors, R.Z.0. Division of White lMotor
Co., and tlotor Wheel Division of Goodyear Co.15 These four
firms employ the majority of the factory labor force in
Lansing.

liost of the economically deprived families in this
survey reside in a very small section of the City of Lansing
known as "Urbandale." About half of "Urbandale" was removed
to put in a superhighway; hovever, thé half thaf remains
has old dirt roads, no sidewalks, and very small, shabby
dwellings. Plumbing and utilities frequently do not function
satisfactorily. This community has an average annual income
of 54,105 per household and an average of 3.89 people living
in each dwelling. One half of the houses in the community

are described as deteriorating or dilapidated. This dreary

14U.S. Bureau of the Census. U.S. Census of Popula-
tion: 1960. General Populatbn Characteristics, Ilichigan.
Final Report, P.C. 115-2£B U.S. Government Printing Office,
ilashington, D.C., 1901l.

151,ansins State Journal, Facts and Figures on Greater
Lansing Trading Areas (Lansing, lichligan: The State Journal,
196%4), p. 13.
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and discouraging setting is the residence of the mothers

in this survey.16

Administration of the Instrument

In order to have optimzum co-operatlion, the researcher
vent directly to the homes of the economically deprived
famnilies for the interviews. Since few homes of the mothers
in the sauaple have telepiuones, the researcher could not easily
uake appointments. It was the feeling of the researcher
that the mothers would respond nore readily to a rather
informal interview.

Sach interviewv took at least thirty minutes. ilany
nothers desired to talk about ‘/elfare, Ald to Depenrndent
Children, or other financial problems. These discussions
extended the lenzth of the interview.

The researcher vwas introduced by letter to the social
service personnel; by telephone, she made an appointuent
for the iatervieu,

Zach social service worliier was intervieised waere he
conducted uis daily professional activitlies. The inter-
vieus ranzed from one hour to three hours in length. The
professional rorkers offered extensive infornation relating
to the topnic and gave personal insizht into the problems

of this sezment of American society.

16U.S. Bureau of the Census. U.S. Census of Popula-
tion and Iiousing: 1960 Census Tracts, Lansiag, :.ichigan.
T'inal Report 2..1.C. (1) 73 U.S. Goverament Printing Office,
“7ashington, D.C., 19562,
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~etaod of Analysis

Responses to the interviews were tabulated. Ivery
different idea that vas presented bty the respoundent at an
interview was listed. Iroo this initial 1list, srounings
vere developed to organize the data into concise catezories,
Decause of the linited nature of the study, a feu items which
could not te placed in catezories were listed individually.
It would lhave been desireable to have had a reaction panel
to help determine if the categories were wutually exclusive
and meaningfully defined. Tais, houwever, was not done due

to a tire limitation.



CHAPT:ER III

AN APPRAISAL OF THEZ CLOTHING OF THE CHILDREN OF THE ZCONOMICALLY
DSPRIVED AS OBSERVED BY SOCIAL SERVICE PZRSONNZL

The responses of the social service personnel have
been considered according to the content of the question in
the interview. Their perceptions are presented in five
sections: (1) noticeability of children by clothing character-
istics, (2) adequacy, (3) practices causing noticeability
related to clothing, (4) needs related to clothing, and (5)

pattern of responses by social service personnel.

Noticeability of Ohildren by Clothing Characteristics#
One of the purposes of this study was to explore the

possibility that there are characteristics which make the
economically deprived identifiable. Soclal service personnel
who have direct personal contact with the children of the
economically deprived provided the information for the
investigation.

It has already been noted in the Review of Literature
that some current authorities are of the opinlon that clothes

1l

are not an identifiabdble characteristic. Bagdikan™ and

lBagdikan, op. cit., p. 9-14.

#In this study identifiable, noticeable, and distinguishable
characteristics are synonymous.

26
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Harrington? have pointed out that clothing tends to make
the economically deprived group of people invisible. This
invisibility was attributed to the quality of dyes used in
modern clothing and the casual and carefree styles which
are presently predominant.

The researcher explored the notion of invisibility
to determine i1f the soclal service personnel also held this
opinion. Table 1 gives the opinions of the professionsals
as to whether clothing is a distinguishable factor for these
youngsters. Vhen asked, "Is there anything in the way
the children of the econoﬁically deprived dress which would
make them noticeable to others?", all members of the sample
felt that there were definite characteristics.

Table 1 shows the characteristics of clothing classi-
fied under three categories which thesocial service personnel
sald made the children of the economlically deprived noticeably
different from other youngsters. Nearly two-thirds (19)
of all the responses specified characteristics which fell
within the category, condition of clothing. There was greatest
agreement among the soclial service personnel concerning un-
clean clothing, deteriorated shoes, inadequate care, and lack
of mending. Unclean clothing was mentioned by all five soclal
service personnel. ©Shoes which were deteriorated or inadequate
for the child's needs (such as gym shoes) were referred to

by four of the five professional workers. Two professional

2Harrington, Op. cit., p. 9«20,
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Table 1.2 Noticeable characteristics of clothing of the
children of the economlically deprived perceived
by the five social service personnel

Characteristics of Clothing Number of Mentions®

Condition of 1lothing

Unclean

Shoes worn out

Generally inadequate care
Unmended

Wrinkled

Urine smell

Patches

Poor fit

01d (appearance of)

PHEFEDW SN

Total

)
O

Appropriateness of Clothing

Inappropriate for snow
Inappropriate for rain
Inappropriate for occasion
Inadequate footwear for
inclement weather
Unusual color combinations

HH HHEP

Total 6

Selection of Clothing

Poor quality
Inadequate amount
Bought for style

WISEN

Total 4

8Table 1 refers to responses to question one in the
social service persomnel's interview. See Appendix B for
questions on the interview.

bNumber of mentions possible equals five.
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workers thought unmended clothing was important; three men-
tioned generally inadequate care.

Appropriateness of clothing was mentioned six times.
Pour responses described inappropriate clothing for inclement
weather; two responses mentioned snow, one referred to rain,
and one to footwear for inclement weather.

Characteristics related to the quality of selection
were mentioned in only four responses, with little agreement
as to what these characteristics were. Two social service
workers, however, felt that poor quality in clothing con-
tributes to noticeability.

In summary, all five social service workers perceived
characteristics which, to them, make these youngsters notice-
able. Characteristics reflecting condition of clothing were
mentioned most frequently, especlally lack of cleanliness,
deteriorated shoes, lnadequate care, and unmended clothing.
Other characteristics about which agreement was apparent were

poor quality and inappropriate clothing for inclement weather.

Adequacy
Adequacy 1s lmportant in this study only because it

is a way of identifying noticeable characteristics. Hoyt

and others pointed out that there are not only physiological
standards but psychic standards which affect the individual.
"The vast majority are forced by public opinion to wear the

type, style, and number of garments which others are wearing."3

3311zabeth Hoyt and others, American Income and Its
Uses (New York: Harper and Bros., 1954), pe. . A
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For example, in a very hot climate people do not present them=~
selves 1n public with only the amount of clothas necessary
for the weather conditions, but rather they are forved tn
Wear considerably more because of soclal pressures. The seme
clothing standards affect the economically deprived but they
are not always able to cope with them.

Table 2 reflects the perceptions of the soclal ser=-
vice personnel concerning adequacy of clothing. Four out
of the five soclal service workers reported that these
youngsters were poorly shielded from both rain and cold
weather. Boots for rain and snow, raincoats, and heavy
coats were mentioned most frequently as inadequate. For
example, the soclal service workers explained that children
wear light-weight jackets for all conditions, with a sweater
underneath in severely cold weather.
Table 2.2 Number of times social service personnel mentioned

adequacy and inadequacy of clothing of the econom=-
ically deprived

Type of Clothing Adequate Inadequate ILimited Provision
No. of No. of No. of
Mentlons Mentlons Mentions?
Everyday 2 2 1
Rain 1 4 -
Snow 1 4 -
Special occasions 2 2 1l

8rable 2 refers to respnses to question four in the
interviev.
bNumber of mentions possible equals five.
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The members of the sample were evenly divided in their
perceptions of the adequacy of clothing for everyday and for
special occasions. Two professional workers stated that
most children have at least one set of clothes for speclal
occasions. One social service worker pointed out that fami-
lies who go to church regularly are apt to haw one special
set for each child. In other words, three felt there are
usually provisions for speclal-occasion clothing.

In summary, the majority of social service workers
percelved inadequacy in the clothing which is worn for in-
clement weather, while there was 1little agreement as to the
adequacy of the provisions for clothing for speclal occasions

or everyday wear.

Practices Related to Clothing

Another major objective of this survey was to describe
some of the practices of the mothers of the economically
deprived which might affect the clothing of the children.

In the responses of the soclial service workers, the
cause for noticeabllity mentioned most frequently was lack
of parental concern for the children. See Table 3. Of the
five soclial service personnel, four referred to the parents‘
neglect of their children. The members of the sample remarked
that the "parents think of themselves and their own pleasure;"
"the pareﬁts want to get but not give,"” and "they are con- ‘
éinuously endeavoring to have a good time." 'Four perceived

poor management and planning as a factor. .Economically
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Table 3.2 Practices and philosophy of the economically
deprived mentioned by five social service personnel
as causing the clothing of the children to be
noticeable

Practices Mentioned by the
Social Service Personnel Number of MentionsP

Parents! Practices toward
Children

Neglect
Poor management and planning

&

Total 8

Parents®! Practices toward
Clothes

Poor general care

Rely on others to provide

Don't teach care to children

Clothes allowed to become
too dirty before washing

H HPW

Total 7

Parents' Personal Philosophy
and Attitude toward Community

Personal satisfaction before
community expectations

Lack of awareness of com=-
munity expectations

Attitude of defeatism

Lack of psychic evergy

HHEEH N

wm

Total
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Table 3--~Continued

Practices Mentioned by the
Social Service Personnel Number of Mentions

Children's Practices toward
Clothes

Lose things easily

Don't use appropriate clothes
for play

Rough behavior in "good"
clothes

(N ™

Total 3

8Table 3 refers to responses to question two of the
interview.

DNumber of mentions possible equals five,
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deprived parents bring up children in extremely disorganized
conditions. Therefore, not only were there more practices
cited as causal factors in the category of parents! practices
toward family, but there was also the greatest agreement among
the soclal service personnel concerning these practices.

Only two causes were mentioned and four of the five social
workers identified them.

Parents' practices related to clothes was mentioned
seven times, under four different factors describing the
causes of noticeability. Poor general care of the children's
clothing was referred to by three workers, while two felt
that these people too often rely on others to provide clothing
for the children. These professionals stated that economically
deprived families come to expect some agency to provide
clothing for their children.

Parents' personal philosophy and attitude toward
community was mentioned five times during the interviews.
There seems to be little agreement among the social service
personnel concerning this aspect of the practices of the
economically deprived.

Two social service personnel pointed out that econom-
ically deprived parents put personal satisfaction before
community expectations. Two felt that an attitude of defeat-
ism and lack of psychic energy also contribute to the problem.
The social service workers stated that frequently parents
satisfy personal desires before community expectations and

therefore such conditions as clean, neat and well fitted
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clothing, which the community expects parents to provide,
are simply not important to many economically deprived
parents,

Children's practices in relation to clothes was men-
tioned only three times. There was no agreement wlithin the
category. Whether the social service personnel didn't expect
the chlldren to be responslible for thelr clothing or whether
they neglected to think‘of thls aspect is not known.

In summary, the;social service workers assoclated
neglect and poor management with noticeability by mentioning
these factors four out of five instances. Parent's reactions
to the community, their family, and their children's clothing
are other factors seen as related to the noticeabllity of

these children.

Needs Related to Clothing

To determine what might be most helpful to the econom-
ically deprived 1s a rather difficult endeavor of the study.
Practices and conditions are based on recalling something
observed or experlenced, while needs are conjecture. To
understand this more fully, a comparison might be made to
an international situation. It is not difficult to decide
that the people of India are poor, nor to establish that the
problem lies in the nature of their whole civilization. It
is much more difficult to establish whether machines should
be given to them for agriculture or industry; whether birth
control should be taught; or whether education should come
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first so the people can understand machines and science.
Likewise, to establish or suggest needs for the economically
deprived section of the American society 1s a rather abstract
consideration.

The suggestions of the social service personnel for
help needed to improve the clothing of the chlildren of the
economically deprived is shown in Table 4. The need for
additional education was mentioned most frequently, with ten
responses referring to this category. Olothing classes were
suggested by four social service workers, three mentioned
budgeting and two stated that increased education in general
would be of great benefit.

Other needs for assistance of a more general nature
were mentioned six times. TFive members of the sample felt
that 1t was important to teach these people not to rely. on
Welfare or Aid to Dependent Children but rather to develop
a sense of responsibility for thelr needs. One professional
worker felt that in order to recelve relief from the govern-
ment, these people should be required to enroll in a course
offered by the contributing agency, or produce something of
value to the community.

These needs of the economically deprived which have
been observed by the professionals were seen as help needed
by the parents rather than as needs of the children. Perhaps
this is because the parents are considered to be most respon-
sible for the present clothing conditions of the youngsters,

and therefore are believed to need the most help and guidance.
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A variety of possibilities for assistance were mentioned.
Education of the parénts in clothing, budgeting, and general

education was referred to most often.

Table 4.2 Suggestions made by social service personnel for
kinds of help related to clothing the children of
the economically deprived

Suggestions Made by S.S.P. Number of Responses?

Educational
Budgeting
General education
Clothing care, construction,
and selection
Nutrition

[l N \V N

Total 10

General

Responsibility not to rely
on Welfare

Better jobs

Change values

Community should expect them
to improve

More shoes

HHE HED

(o

Total

8Responses refer to question three of the interview.

bNumber of mentions possible equals five.

Pattern of Responses by Soclial Service Personnel

Every social service worker perceived the clothing of
the children of the economically deprived as noticeably
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different from the clothing of children not economically
deprived. See Table 5. The number of observed characteris-
tics differs widely, from eight to three. The entire group
mentioned practices which cause the noticeability of clothing.
Again, the number of causal factors differs widely, from eight
to two. The need for assistance in clothing the children

was also recognized by every social service worker. The
differences in the number of needs cited varied from one to

six.

Table 5. Number of noticeable characteristics mentioned,
practices cited, and suggestions by each soclal
service worker

Social Service Character-
Personnel istics Practices Needs

Cited Cited Cited Total
S.S8. Worker I 8 8 2 18
S.S. Worker II 5 5 4 14
S«.S. Worker III 6 5 5 16
S.S. Worker IV ({ 3 6 16
S.5. Worker V 3 2 1l 6

The table reveals considerable variation in numbers
of total responses and responses within categories from one
soclal worker to another. .

The number of hours in contact with the children may
be related to the number of characteristics, problems, and

needs percelved. Perhaps those people who have frequent
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association with these children notice more factors while
those who see them only rarely do not notice as many.

Social service worker V had the least amount of contact

with these children and he also mentioned the fewest factors.

The number of economically deprived children for whom
the soclal service worker is responsible may also affect
the number of factors mentioned. A few economically deprived
children among many children who are not deprived may be
largely unnoticed or they may simply appear to be somewhat
carelessly dressed but not radically different. However,

a large group of poor children,all with a rather unkempt
appearance, may present a total impression recognized as
noticeably different.

Another aspect which may account for the pattern of
responses presented in this survey is that three of the five
social vworkers deal exclusively with boys, while a fourth,
likewise, dealt exclusively with boys until.about four
months ago, and more than three-fourths of the cases of the
final soclial service worker are boys. Thus these profes-
sional people are apt to be largely referring to boys and
their families in the discussions. The characteristics which
would commonly be noticed in boys' clothing may be quite
different from the characteristics commonly noticeable in
girls! clothing.

Because the group of soclial workers interviewed for
the study were predominantly male, the responses recorded

may be largely the characteristics, problems, and needs



40

noticeably different to men. Certain factors may not‘seem
as important to men as to women.

One possibly valuable observation of the data reveals
that the female soclal service worker was among those men-
tioning the largest number of noticeable characteristics.
Purther study might indicate that women are more sensitive
to certain aspects of clothing.

Thus, an increase in the validity of the results
could be obtained from a sample which was more representa-
tive with respect to: sex of respondents, contact hours, and

sex of children with whom the professional workers deal.



CHAPTER IV

DESCRIPTION OF THEIR CHILDREN'S CLOTHING BY MOTHERS

This chapter 1s concerned with a description of the
clothing of children of the economically deprived, as stated
by thelr mothers. The findings have been presented in four
sections: (1) adequacy and inadequacy, (2) selection, (3)

care, and (4) appearance.

Adequacy and Inadequacy
In the interviews, the mothers were asked to evaluate

the amount of clothing thelr children had. The researcher
did not attempt to make an inventory of the amount of clothing
belonging to the children. The researcher was primarily
interested in the mothers' impressions of adequacy.

According to the mothers, inadequacy in the clothing
is largely in garments for railny and cold weather. However, it
appears that there is less inadequacy in clothing for every-
day and special occasions. Eight mothers sald their children
did not have suitable clothing for rainy weather, and seven
mothers felt that thelr children were inadequately clothed in
cold weather. In contrast, half of the mothers felt their young-
sters did have something suitable to wear for special occasilons,
and six mother stated that their children had enough everyday
clothing.

41
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Table 6.2 Adequacy or inadequacy of clothing for children
of economically deprived as perceived by mothers

Pamillies with Families with
Type of Clothing Adequate Clothing Inadequate Clothing

Number of Familles Number of FamiliesP

Everyday 6 4
Rain 2 8
Snow 3 7
Speclal Occaslons 5 5

8rable 6 refers to responses to question one in the
mothers' interview.

bNumber of mentions possible equals ten.

Selection

The selection and the process of acquiring clothing
for the children of the economically deprived was examined
as an attempt to begin developing a framework for under-
standing the noticeabllity of the clothing. Although an
understanding of the selection process for economically
deprived children's clothing would not aid in determining
the 1dentiflable characteristics of their clothing, it
might indicate some assoclated factors,

2ight of the women indicated they shop at the dlscount
stores. Four familles use the discount stores as a source
for at least two=-thirds of thelr clothing, three families
sald they obtalned from one-third to two-thirds of the
children's clothing from this source, and only one family
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indicated they relied on the discount stores for less than
one-third of the clothing. From the mothers' estimates,
it appears these discount stores are the primary source

of clothing. See Table 7 and Table 8,

Tabdble 7.3 Sources of clothing for the children of the
economically deprived with the number of families
who receive clothing from each source

Mothers VWho Shop at Each Source

Source of Clothing Number of Mentions®

Discount

Gifts and "Hand-me-downs"

Department . stores and
Specialty shops

Second-Hand sales and Stores

AN O

8Tgble 7 refers to question two of the interview.

bNumber of mentions possible equals ten.

Gifts and "hand-me-downs" were also mentioned as a
source of clothing by eight of fhe mothers. They reported
the following: six families receive less than one-third
from others, only two famlilles recelve between one-third
and two-thirds of thelr clothing as gifts or hand-me-downs,
while no family receives greater than two-thirds of the
children's clothing by these means. Only two families
reported they do not receive any from this source. For

these reasons, gifts and "hand-me-downs, along with depart-
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ment stores and speclalty shops are the least used sources

for the total clothing supply.

Table 8.2 Estimate of amount of clothing which comes from
each source by the ten mothers

Estimate of Amount of Clothing From Zach Source

Department Gift & Hand-
Famillies  Discount & Speclalty Second-Hand me-downs . .
# less than % less than 3 less than % § to §
2
#2 3 to g less than g —————- § to §
#3 more than % ------- e=== 1less than % less than %
15‘4 hadd e tndadadad g . all
#5 more than % less than %
1 2 2 1
#6 3 to 3 % to 3 less than 3
47 more than % less than § less than %
#8 all
1 2 1 e 1
#9 3 to § less than 3 i to § less than 3
A0 more than § less than % less then % less than %

3Table 8 refers to question 2 in the interview.

Second-hand sales and stores are patronized by six
of the women in the sample. About the same kinds of clothing
are purchased at the second-hand sources as at discount
houses, Only one family purchases 2/3 of the youngsters'
clothing at second-hand shops or sales. Two famllles buy
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between 1/3 and 2/3 of the clothing at these establishments,
while three families used the second-hand faclilitles as a
source of less than 1/3 of the clothing. Four families do
not receive any clothing from this source. Used clothing
sources appear to account for the second largest amount of
all the clothing for the economically deprived youngsters.

The last source, department stores and specialty
shops, is patronized by six of the families. Most frequently
mentioned was the Sears, Roebuck, and Company store. Welfare
coupons for the section of Lansing in which the sample lives
are frequently cashed at the local Sears store. Families,
other than those on Welfare or A.D.C., purchase shoes, warm
coats, or dressy clothing from Sears. Only one mother men-
tioned patronizing a shoe store; she also buys her children's
dressy clothing at the semi-annual sales in a local children's
clothing shop. A few mothers stated that they go to depart-
ment stores other than Sears, but these other stores account
for very little of the business of the economically deprived.
Pive mothers buy less than 1/3 of thelr youngsters! clothing
at various department stores and speclalty shops, one mother
buys more than 2/3, and four do not use this type of busi-
ness as a source of children's clothing. A small portion of
clothing appears to come from this source.

The method of payment for the purchases is shown in
Table 9. Most of the mothers use cash to pay for clothing
purchases. Some women stated that they could not get charge

accounts, while others felt that charge accounts just "louse

up everything."
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Table 9.2 Dlethod of payment for clothing by the economically

deprived
Number of
Method of Payment Mentions P
Cash T
Welfare and A.D.C. 4
Lay-away 3
Charge 3

8rable 9 refers to question 2 in the interview.

PNumber of possible mentions equals ten.

Although they are a less important method of pay-
ment, charge accounts comprise a method of payment for three
of the mothers. Charge accounts are most frequently used for
shoes and winter clothing, which are considered large pur-
chases for the economically deprived families,

Lay-away was used by about three of the women.
Usually winter clothing is purchased in this way. However,
many of the mothers have difficulty in getting to the store
with their installments, or remembering to make the pay=-
ments. Frequently it is necessary to skip a payment, after
which the item usually goes back to the store’s selling shelves.
Some of the mothers commented that when the article is com-
Pletely paid for it is often too small.

Finally, four of the mothers purchase clothing with
funds provided by county relief benefits, or Welfare supple-
ments to A.D.C. provisions. The purchases on government

funds are elther made in cash or in Welfare order coupons.
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hen shopping for clothing for their children,
the number of clothing features looked for vary. See Table

10. The most frequently mentioned aspect was style.

Table 10.2 Features of clothing which the economically deprived
mothers look for when shopping -

Number of
Features of Clothing Mentions P
Style 6
Workmanship 5
Sturdy material 4
Color 3
Easy care 1

aTable 10 refers to question 2 in the interview.

DNumber of mentions possible equals ten.

Jorkmanship was mentioned by one-half (5) of the
mothers., Four of the women were concerned with adequate
hems; they looked for some material to let down as a little
8irl grows.

Four of the women salid they looked for durable
material and remarked that they were interested in clothing
that could teke hard, rough wear and conslderable soil and
yYet wash easily. They did not seem interested in easy care
items. One social service worker suggested this might be
indicative of less concern for thls property of clothing or
that they have found easy care items are more difficult to

get clean if excessively solled.
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Only one mother makes clothing for her children.
Clothing made at home is a very limited source of clothing
for the children of the economically deprived mothers in the
sample.

Eight of the mothers in the sample shop at sales.
The newspaper seems to be a useful source of information
about the sales; six mothers use this source. Three women
buy merchandise on sales which they became aware of by
rassing the counter. The radio and neighbors are limited
sources of information about sales. The women who did not
shop at sales indicated they didn't know about them. One
woman felt she was not interested in knowing about them
because she was on welfare and that agency provided the
funds for the children's clothing.

Sources of information mentioned by
mothers who stated they shop at sales@®

Sources of Information Number of MentionsP
Newspapers 6
Pass them in the stores . 3
Radio 1l
Neighbors and friends 1l
No source 2

BRefers to question 2 in the interview.

byumber of mentions possible equals ten.

hen asked, "Do you ever wish you had more infor-

mation (knew more) aﬁout the clothes?", half of the women
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wished they did, while the others felt thelr knowledge was
adequate. The comments made by the women who wanted more
information reflected an interest in fabrics, fibers, dura-
bility, dyes, finishes, and workmanship.

Considerable variety exists regarding the individuals
responsible for the selection of clothing for the children
of the economically deprived. In three of the families, the
mothers shop alone entirely for the clothing of their ele-
mentary school children. Mothers are the exclusive clothing
buyer in these families.

Table 11.a Members of economically deprived families who
select the clothing of the children

Members of the Famlly Number of Mentions®
Mother alone 3
Child selects--mother supervises 2
Sometimes mother selects with child
along, other times child selectS--
mother supervises 2
Sometimes child selects--mother super-
vises, other times child alone 2
Sometimes mother alone and other times
mother selects with child along 1l

8Table 11 refers to question 2 in the interview.

bNumber of mentions possible equals ten.

Women who shop without their children purchase almost
any type of clothing, even, on occasion, the purchase of
shoes. They often buy clothing, particularly at second-
hand sales, while the children are in school. It 1s often
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difficult to get all the children dressed to go shopping
and it is hard trylng to keep track of them in the store.

In two familles the children are allowed to select
the clothing; however, the mothers supervise the purchases.
In this way the child gets the clothing he likes and the
mother is able to purchase family clothing with the features
she deslires. These two methods account for one-half of the
families.

Five famlilies use a combination of purchasing methods.
In two famlillies the mother and children always shop together;
hovwever, sometimes the mother makes the selection and other
times the children are allowed to decide. In one famlly
the mother shops alone part of the time and selects the
clothing with the children along at other times.

In these eight families, the mother plays a promi-
nent role in the purchasing of clothing. The mother is
present for the selectlon and frequently controls the pur-
chasing entirely.

Children play an important role in the selection of
clothing in two families. Sometimes the children select with
the mother present to supervise, while other times the child-
Tren shop alone. Some purchasing of clothing, it appears,
is controlled largely by the mother or at least highly
influenced by the mother's opinions.

In summary, the largest amount of clothing of the
chldren of the economically deprived seems to come from

discount and second-hand stores. liothers vwere chlefly
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interested in style and durable material in their selection
of purchased clothing. Mothers elther supervise or personally
buy most of their children's clothing.

Care

Cleanliness was not mentioned as being a problem
to the mothers of economically deprived families. The
mothers were asked 1f they were usually able to keep enough
clean clothes for the children, and all but one woman answered
affirmatively. Most of the mothers wash clothing at least
twice a week; three wash every day.

Frequency of routine washe
ing of clothes®

Frequency of Vash Number of Mentions®

Every day

Every other day
Twice a week
Once a week
Every other week

=MW

8Refers to question 5 in the interview.

bNumber of responses possible equals ten.

A variety of methods is used by the women in washing
clothing: six women use the wringer type of washer, two
mothers have an automatic washing machine, one woman uses
the facilities at the local laundromat, and one mother washes

the clothing by hand.
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Type of washing method®

Method Number of Mentionsb
Wringer machine 6
Automatic machine 2
Laundromat 1
Handwashing 1l

8Refers to question 5 in the interview.

bNumber of responses possible equals ten.

The mpthers in economically deprived families seemed
satisfied with the cleanliness of the children's clothing.
Although most of the women use rather inconvenlent methods
of washing clothes, seven women felt that they did not have
any particular problems in caring for clothing. Three
mothers felt they had difficulties, particularly in color-
fastness, in bleaching, and with nylon in picking up colors
in the laundry.

In summary, cleanliness 1s not seen as a particular
problem to the mothers of economically deprived families.
The mothers feel that they keep the children's clothing
adequately clean and have few problems doing so.

Appearance
Appearance of clothing is dependent upon selection,

care, and fit of the garment. Selection and care have been
considered in an earlier section of this chapter. lhile

fit is only one aspect of appearance, fit figured prominent-
ly in comments by mothers about clothing for their children.
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One of the easiest ways to have clothes that fit is
to purchase clothing that fits. In talking to the mothers,
it was found that six mothers sald they were able to buy
clothing that fits the children, while two mothers buy
well-fitted clothing sometimes. This may be because much
of the clothing was reported to have been purchased from
second-hand stores and sales, where little information about
size is known, or from discount stores where lower priced
clothing is often cut smaller in size.

Clothing for children 18 not always tried on before
it i1s purchased. Only half of the mothers regularly try
clothing on their children prior to purchase, while three
sald sometimes children try clothing on. In three families the
children don't try clothing on because they shop during the
school day, or because it is inconvenlient to take the child-
ren along.

Inconsistency seems to arise upon considering all
the responses made by the mothers. When asked, "Do the
children wear oclothes that fit them?", nine womeﬁ ansvwered
affirmatively and one responded somefimes. Yet in answer
to the questidn, "Do you ever adjust your children's clothing
to make it f£it them?", only two mothers indicated they did,
four stated that they never adjust clothing, and another four
sometimes adjust clothing. Of the women who responded "some-
times," three stated they would only adjust a hem. Thelin-
consisfency exists between buying clothing that fits, adjust-
ing clothing to make it fit, and the children wearing olothing
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that fits. DPerhaps the standards for the amount of fit
necessary for clothing in everyday experiences 1s different
from the standards of fit used in judging an article of
clothing before the purchase 1s made.

Also related to adjustment of clothing is the degree
to which torn clothing is mended. Only two mothers regularly
mend their children's clothing, another six sometimes mend
the clothing, and two never mend clothing. The women who
do not mend clothing say they do not know how to mend.

In short, fit and mending are not things that
particularly concern the economically deprived; they are
satisfied with the way their children's clothes look, and
although they do not feel the garments they buy always fit,
rarely will they make any adjustments.

Factors Affecting the Interpretation of Results

The researcher made several observations which should
be taken into conslderation when reviewing this study. In
order to put the mothers more at ease in the interview an
attempt was made by the researcher to write as little as
possidble in the mother's presence and to record additional
detalls of the responses after the interview was completed.
Although this method seemed to accomplish its purpose in
gaining rapport, there was some loss in the preciseness of
the responses of the mothers. Additional practice would be
beneficial in gainling accuracy in recording very rapidly but

inconspicuously.
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Since the researcher is a professional working with
children of the economically deprived, she had a fairly
accurate conception of the type of responses which would be
recorded in the social service personnel's interview. On
the other hand, the researcher had a very limited notion of
what to expect from the mothers.

Lack of experience in developing questions for
mothers of economically deprived children was responsible
for what seemed to be the use of less meaningful questions
than those employed with the soclal service personnel Pre-
test sessions with mothers of economically deprived children
probably would have revealed some of the weaknesses in this
portion of the study.



CEAPTER V

AN ANALYSIS OF THZ CHECKLIST CONCZRNING THE APPEARANCE OF
THE CHILDREN OF THE MOTHZERS IN THE SAMPLE

At the conclusion of an interview with a mother,
the researcher filled out a check-l1list concerning the appear-
ance of the clothing the children were wearing at the time
of the interview. The interviews were conducted in the
sunmer 80 the researcher felt that play clothes would be
reasonable attire. Fit and cleanliness expected in school
clothing was Jjudged to be unnecessary for a reasonable lelsure
appearance.

In Table 12, the results concerning the clothing
characteristics exhibited by the children observed while
interviewing the mothers were summarized. In nine of the
families the children had on clothing appropriate to the
activity in which they were engaged.

Clothing which fit the child in & manner suitable
for play was seen in seven of the famillies interviewed.

On the other hand, in three of the families the children
woxe clnthing with a poor fit. Thls seems to suggest there
is little difficulty in the area,

Cleanliness seems to be noticeably neglected; in
five of the families, the children had on dirty clothing.

56
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Table 12.2 Characteristics observed in the clothing of child-
ren &t the time of the interview with the econom-
ically deprived mothers

Characteristic Number of times observed
Appropriate 9
Inappropriate 1l
Total 10
Well fit T
Poorly f£it 3
Total 10
Olean 5
Dirty (more than play or 5
activity warranted
Total 10
0ld 5
In-between 5
New -
Total 10
Miscellaneous:
Messy and sloppy 5P
Neat 3
Attractive 3
Good appearance 2
Mended 2
Torn and unmended 3

aObservations were made in terms of families rather
than individual children.

bMultiple responses: Cfach family was checked for
all the characteristics which applied.
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Messy clothing was a problem in five of the families. The
characteristics of dirty and messy are related but were not
always characteristic in the same family. Some children
had dirty shirts but the shirt was tucked in the pants and
buttoned. Others wore clean shirts which were unbuttoned
and worn in a very careless manner.

None of the children wore new appearing clothing
at the time of the interview. Half of the children were
dressed in clothing which appeared o0ld and worn while the
rest had clothing which had an "in-between" appearance;
in other words, it was partiall& Wworne. |

Only three of the families were dressed neatly and
two of the familises presented a good appearance. Although
the children in these families did not exhibit every one of
the characteristics felt to make poor children noticeable,

most children had one or more observable features.

Factors Affecting the Interpretation of Results
The children observed in this study were entirely

engaged in leisure and recreational activities. It may be
that economically deprived children in situations for which
more refined or formal clothing is generally worn may differ
in degree of noticeability and also the types of causal
factors may differ.

The information gained from the check-list was
limited by the words chosen for the list. The choice of
these words may have distorted the results., Other meaning-
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ful words added to the list probably would increase the

value of the instrument.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY

This research was developed in order to study the
clothing characteristics of the children of the economically
deprived, the practices and the conditions giving rise to
these characteristics, and to learn what types of assistance
would appear helpful.

Clothing of the children of the economically deprived
was reported as noticeable to all of the soclal service
personnel. Characteristics related to the condition of
clothing were mentioned most frequently as creating thils
distinguishability; in particular, unclean clothing was
described by all of the professionals. Deteriorated shoes
were discussed by all but one social worker.

Inadequate clothing, especially clothing for rain
and snow, was felt to contribute to the noticeability of
the deprived children because the remaining children would
be adequately protected.

Each soclal service worker felt that practices of
the economically deprived parents were responsidle for
the noticeable condition of the children's clothing.

The need for remedial assistance was mentioned

by all the social service workers. The need for educa-

60
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tion in clothing care, construction and selection received
the largest number of mentions.

The mothers of the economically deprived children
expressed noticeability through acknowledgement of inade-
quacy in clothing for rain and cold weather. About half
of the mothers felt that clothing for everyday and special
occasions was less than adequate; otherwise one would not
infer from the responses of the mothers that their children's
clothing was noticeable.

Discount stores seem to be the primary source of the
children's clothing. Second-hand sales and stores appeared
second in importence as a source of clothing for the econom-
ically deprived children. Gifts and hand-me-downs, together
with department stores and specialty shops seemed to be the
least used sources for the clothing.

Clothing was pald for by four methods. Payment
by cash was mentioned by most mothers. Welfare and A.D.C.
assistance, lay-a-way-, and charge accounts were other
methods used.

It appears that mothers use a limited number of
features in selecting clothing to be purchased. Only five
different features were mentioned by all the mothers. More
than half mentioned style and half indicated that they were
interested in workmanship; specifically, generous hems to
be let out as a girl grows. Less than half of the mothers
expressed concern for sturdy material, color fastness, and

easy care.
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Lack of information necessary to make wise purchases
was recognized by half of the women. They were interested
in information about fabrics, fibers, durability factors,
dyes, finishes, and workmanship.

Three-fourths of the mothers said they shopped at
sales. Most of these women received information about
the sales from newspapers, others by radio, neighbors and
friends, or by passing the sale in the store.

Considerable variety reportedly exists concerning
which members of the economically deprived family select
the children's clothing. Almost an equal number of families
use each of the following shopping patterns for selection:
(1) mother shops alone; (2) the child selects while mother
supervises; (3) sometimes the mother shops alone, other
times the mother selects with children along; (4) sometimes
the mother selects with child along, other times the chilad
selects while mother supervises; and finally (5) sometimes
the child selects while mother supervises, other times the
child shops alone.

Responses indicated more than half of the mothers
in the sample used a wringer machine to wash clothing; auto-
matlic washers, laundromats, and hand washing are methods
which were used less often.

The frequency of routine washing varied from every
day to every other week. More than half of the women washed

more frequently than once a week.
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Most of the mothers felt that they had no particular
problem caring for their children's clothing. A few, however,
mentioned difficulties with colorfastness, the use of bleach,
and the discoloration of nylon.

The last feature of clothing discussed with the
mothers was fit and mending. Half of the mothers said they
were ordinarily able to purchase clothing for the children
to fit. The rest of the mothers sald clothing which they
purchased for the children did not always fit and that
clothing is not always tried on before it is purchased.

Only half of the families sald children usually try on clothing.
In situations where the mother purchased clothing alone,
the articles wWwere purchased without being trlied on.

Mothers in economically deprived families seem to
do very little mending or adjusting of clothing to make it
fit and almost no clothing is completely home made. In
spite of this, the mothers almost unanimously reported that
the clothing worn by their children fits well.

Observations concerning the characteristics of clothing
of children were made at the time of the interview with the
economically deprived mothers. The clothing was seen to be
appropriate, end fairly well fitted. Half of the children
wore dirty clothing, half wore clothing which was“old-' T
appearing, and half appeared to be more "messy" than play
would ordinarily warrant. ' .
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Conclusions

The three obJectives established to direct and guide
the study were:

l. To determine what, if any, clothing character-
istics are perceived as noticeable for children of the
economically deprived.

2. To determine what practices and conditions are
believed responsible for any noticeable characteristics per-
ceived in clothing the children of the economically deprived.

| 3« To determine 1f there 1s any nced for assistance
and to suggest remedial measures.,

To professional people the clothing of the children
from economically deprived families is noticeably different.
Differences were attributed to the condition of the clothing;
for the most part, unclean garments, deteriorated shoes,
generally inadequate care and inadequate clothing for rain
or cold weather.

The mothers expressed an awareness of the inadequacy
of their children's clothing for inclement weather. This
was the only characteristic of clothing about which there
vas agreement between the mothers and the soclal service
workers. Although the mothers were not asked ‘to indicate
if their children's clothes would be noticeably different,
responses to all other questions seemed to indicate the

mothers felt no differences would be present.
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The researcher's observatiors largely confirm the
noticeablility as seen by the soclal service personnel. The
economically deprived children's clothing appeared somewhat
dirty, unkempt, and woran. Also, the clothing was appropriate,
which agrees with the small number mentioned regarding in-
appropriateness by the social service personnel. Just as
most of the mentions of the soclal workers regarded poor
condition of the clothing, the researcher recorded largely
impressions of clothing in pobr éondition.

Professional social wdrkers believed the parents were
responsible for the poor condition of the children's clothing.
Neglect of the children, poor management and planning were
suggested as the biggest causal factors.

Little agreement was apparent between the statements
of the mothers and the statements of the social service
personnel. Although the social service workers felt that
the poor condition of clothing is a problem, the mothers
felt that the clothing of thelr children, except for one
exception, was not a probleme. This might indicate a dif-
ference in standards used by the professional personnel and
the mothers. Another possible explanation is that the
mothers felt sensitive to questions regarding the condition
of their children's clothing and therefore gave negative
responses,

The remedial measures which were suggested as the most
valuable in reducing or eliminating noticeability of the
clothing were in the area of education. Classes covering
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clothing care, construction, and selection and information
about budgeting were mentioned as the greatest needs of
these parents., Half of the mothers agreed that they could
profit by education and gave specific recommendations in
spite of the fact that they had not indicated deficienciles
in their children's clothing other than a shortage for in-
clement weather. Apparently the five mothers felt there
was room for improvement. This recognized need for educa-
tion was to some extent in agreement with the social workers.
Noticeable is the fact that these five mothers sald they
needed help even though earlier in the interview they had
indicated that their children's clothing presented no prob-
lem.,

Finally, this limited study would support the state=-
ment that the clothing of the economically deprived children
is noticeable, and not invisible as several current authors
(see Review of Literature) would lead their readers to
believe. Since there was considerable disagreement between
professional workers and mothers, concerning care and fit,
an explanation of this discrepancy might be found in an
investigation of standards and sensitivity to the questions
asked. The establishment of an educational program for the
mothers would appear to receive support from the soclal ser-

vice vworkers and at least half of the mothers in the sample.

Recommendations
Because this study was limited in scope, & larger
study of a similar nature would undoubtedly give more definite
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findings. Investizatiens in greater depth into speeific
problems in clothing the children or‘the economically de-
prived would result in increased understanding of the
situation.

An interesting possibility would be to gain the
responses of peers in situations where children (whose
parents are economically deprived) are being bussed to
school in neighborhoods of a higher socio-economic level
for the first time.

Another study might be undertaken with a larger
professional sample in contact with the children. It would
be of importance to learn if responses vary with the amount
of direct contact they had with the children, or with the
type of contact. Non-professionals, such as salespeople,
as well as ministers and teachers, could be included in
the sample. A larger sample of mothers could also include
mothers not classified as economically deprived, to leamm
if they give different responses than mothers of deprived
children.

The instrument and findings from this study could
be used as a basis for refining the methods of investigation.
The development and use of a checklist and other devices
sultable for extensive observation could be constructed
to give a more precise plcture of the actual clothing

situation.
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Apnendix A

I070 ATIOS COC LG T LA ST ¢ 2U3LIC 3C.I00Ls

Tae 'ree~ilk progra. in tie Lansiiag Public 5chools
is »ayed for out oif the inwaieinal “oard of Iducation budzet.
e attencance officer for tiue Laansinz 2ublic S5chools
authorizes thae ::ilk u»non reco.mmeadation of tae classroow
teacuaer and sclool aduinistrative »nersoanel, such as tae
nriieinal or secretary. The criterion considered Ior
seclection are per capita inco:e ané a coxbination of the uhealtn
status, Lhousing conditions, aand food availabilit; for the
faiily.,

The wmotuers mere as’ied ©o counsider all the cuildren
attendin: elemcntary scuool in aer fai:lly vhen ansuering
the questions and to execlude any caildren not attending
ele :entary scaool. TUsually ele:entary school iavolves children
fro~ azes five to eleveir. dovever, maay of the fauilies had
ciuildren attendianz vre-kinder-arten nursery school. These
four rear-olds verc also counsidercd by the uothers in aasver-

inzg the questions.
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SOCIAL SERVICE PERSONNEL

NAME

1.

S

Is there anything is the way the children of the econ-
onically deprived dress which would make them noticeable
to others?

What causes the clothes to be as you just described then?

What would you suggest are the greatest needs in clothing
the econonically deprived children? Do you have sug-
gestions of ways to help then?

Do you feel the children of economically deprived have
enough clothing for everyday wear? For rain? For snow?
For speclal occasions, such as trips, parties, plays,

or assenblies?
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SOCIAL SERVICE PIRSONNZIL - 2

NAMZ

Other connents:
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110TH 2R3

foe oad aze of 2leentary school age childrea

1. Do you feel your caildren have enouzh "everydey" clothes?

For rain?

f'or snou?

For specicl things--such as field trips, porties, or
scnool trips?

2. ‘'aere do your caildrea's clothecs coie froa? (%)

Do you ever —2le clotaes for the:?

How do you pay for then?

Do you ever shop ot sales?

i{ow do you find out 2about the.i?

T2



--OTH RS

NALS

Do you ever wish you aad ore inforistion (knew -ore)
2bout the clothes?

’hat do you look for when you are buying clothes?

Do your childreir ever saop for clothing by the:selves?

Janein shopping with you, do they 1ake their own selec-
tions?

3. Are you usuclly scotisfied with the way your children's
clotues fit?

Do you tolke the children to ve fitted before buying?

Are you able to get clothes that fit?

Do you ever 2djust clothes to 2ke the: fit?

Do you cver buy packoced clothes for the '?

-

T4



1-0TH.IR3

Do you ever hove provle s keeping clothzs lenrded?

Do you ever :ead clothaes?

Do you know now to end?

Are you usuclly coble to keep eiouza clexa clothes for
the children?

Jdow often do you wash?

Do you ever hove probleis in wasihing your clothes?

Do you hove your own wasihing macaine? or where do
you wvash?

Other coents =
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NALS

Condition of clothes or thechildren which were scen:

Clew

Neat

Good appecronce
Attractive
i'essy

Dirty

iell fit

Poorly fit

0ld

iew

In-between
iApproorinte
In~poropricte
n.ended

Tora 2and un:iended

Sloppy

76



14 oecs
4533483“.




3 02211 3249




