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INTRODUCTION

Corduroy has been on the market for many years.
The name corduroy is derived from the French term,
"Gorde-de-Roi," cloth of kings. This indicates that cordu-
roy was once a uniform for royal service. Corduroy's utility
was demonstrated in World War I when Allied labor battalions,
forestry groups and cavalry men were clothed in this work-a=-
day fabric. |

 Corduroy became a pdpular fabric about 1928 when it
was used on the Pacific coast for boy's slacks and girl's
knockabouts, Through the depression years, corduroy orders
from manufacturers of slacks increased steadily and the
popularity for corduroy spread across the United States,

The first corduroys were drab and dark, dbut gradu-

ally brighter tones were introduced. The beginning of
patterned corduroys in 1935 marked an important turning

point with designs growing even more varied and attractive.
Although the first corduroys were all the same size rib, wide
and narrow wales were soon developed. By 1942, pinwale curdu-
roy was used in everything from bathing suits to bridal wear.

World war II contributed to the popularity of cordu-

roy. With the disappearance of competitive materials on the
war time market, corduroy came into a preferred position.
During World War II, the heavier corduroy was used for war

plant workers' uniforms; lighter welights were used in
military hospitals for patients gowns. It was found

lressie Caplin, "Quality in Corduroy," Practical
Home Economics, XX (June, 1942) p. 222, -
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thut the richneuvs of corduroy was better for the morale
of the wounded men than the eta.acdard materi&ls.l

aecently masufacturers have varicd the standard
cordursy constructions end have piven cordurcy epocic
finiehess Typlcenl exanples are lormacord, un ei hi-ocunce
corduroy thuat 4s corpletely crushereelevtant end water and
spot-resitant; Catlecord, which is mnde with & cotton tack
end aecetate rille filliag, has a surface desipn which resecbles
a cable stitchi end Iarkord, waich hezs & permanently entoseed
surfice that rescibles the bark of a tree.2

“uch of corduroy's porularity can be attributed to
ito strensth, éurability ond waehatility, It ar:ears in
all markets - nen's, wonen's, childrea's snd hone furnishe
in;se Cordurcy may te worn fron head to foot in a variety
of forsents ransing from children's play clothes to surpris-
ingly elegant dreesea.3

Lven thouih corduroy is a yorular fabric, 1t docs
have some disadvantazgcse. Unlese treated, corduroy has a
tendency to mat cown 1n areas publected to pressure or
abrasiony crushing; or mattin; of the rile caucee a Giffcr-
ence in 1ight reflection, making the cruched or matted srea
lock llke & spot cr stain, vomctires the &yes uced in
coriuroy tleed excessively 4in wetcleanings eoze of the dyes
are slkeline sern aitive.4 Also, Garik colored cordurcys tend
to pick up liat,

l"wis‘n' Fashions for Cotten Yilee,™ Textile vorid,
J./x..x S II ( CtOuQr. lr)Q',)' 7

2“orJhy Se lyle, Iocus on Farrics, (tilver Spring,
warylands  hLationel Inbtita*e ot vrycleaning, 19 b). 267,

"Corduroy - <he Fanily rabric snd All Tﬁrough the
llouse,” Prepured Ly the Corquroy Council of America (15 Laet
53 ~treet. liew York).

4Ly1€. 205,
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vhile teachin: Topens¥ing in northern Uichigaa,
the writer obscrved that many of the stulents wore corduroy
carameate, 48 a purt cf thelr clothing constiructicn worl,
many students wanted %o make coriuroy garmeais. %Yhe averare
fernlly income in moet areze of northern ifichi; an 1is low to
averase, Therefore,many peorle caniot efford to buy the
wool garments usually recommended for winter wear. Cordurcy,
due to 1ts warnth, ie& uscd as an alternate chcice,

ire purroeses of this study were to determine what
kiande of garments peorle ia northera Hichiren purchase or
coastruct of corduroys to find out how thece people core for
corcéurcys to discover what they like and dislixe about
corduroyt ena to try to ascertain their valucs in relrnticn
to the arypecrance oi cordurcy garaents,

The investisator felt tigat the information obtained
from this stuldy on the use and care of cordurcy would bve
helpful to homenaiking teachers and Extension agents working
in northern kichigan,.
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A review of literature wae nade to detcrmine
sugrestod methods of caring for cordurcy and to ascertain
the extent of research studies that have been mades on
COTGUroye

Garments made o1 cotton plle fabrice are washable
but require epecial hanélinge Iliry cleaning 1s recomnended
for gaercents with complicated tailoring conetruction,

accoréding to Hollen and faddler, vrinkles will bte
harder to renove i1f coréuroy parnents are pdat through a
wringer or gpun drye. The beet recults are olttained by
squeezing the moisture out of the garment end then henring
it on a line to dry. When slnoct dry, the garmeat shculd
Ye bruched 11:htly with a soft brushel

Good iiousekeepins muxes the following eu reetions
for launderin;: corduroy carments,

"Clot:es made of washable cordurcy(vat-dyed
and btanforized) are easy and cimple to wash, ~ecauce
colore are fast, corduroy of this ¥iad can ¢o into
the wash water with white cottons, but svoid liating
of dsrk colore = greens, browns, and naroons « by
washins with other durk colors.

Vat=dyed corduroys can be wachced with water os
hot a8 you would use vwith other cottons, For machiae
waening, use your ususl launcry sosp or other cleane
per, ard try a S-ninute waeh period., =«veld crughing
or wrinklin.: oy loosenin; wrin-er rolle. If you use
o cpinnery c2n't let 4t run longer than necewsary.
After corcurcy hus bveen wnshed snd rineed mnd is
rezly to hang up, five 4t a ;ood chaxking Just zs you
would bath towels or bathnats, ohape 1t by simoothing
and straichtenins, then hung to érye C(hildren's
playthin:s need little atte-tion, Lut tailored sports
clothes will dry bect on hanzers."”

lnorma Kollen and Jane vaddl r, Sextlles (New Yorks
The Lacnillan Comrpany, 1%%&), pe 140.

2Cand Houncekrerdng's Guilde to Succercful Normemaling
(Yew Yorkj GooG wacuwoxi @nincy 1.5G)y De €iie

&
“w



5

The Corduroy Council of anerica states that the
snart homenaker will follow the vashing inetructinns
attached to the particular cordurcy itcns to be lzundered,
If care instructicns are not sttached to the gerrent, then
the fecllowins rules sghould be followed:s

wzsh by hand, using a riild scap and warn water,

Zever twist or use o wringer,

khen you have taken the garnent out of the water,
etrei;hten 1t out ne& thou h you waere zoin; to put
it one

Hang clothes on & hanrer to dérye.

If a éryer 1s usec, remove corduroy garments tefore
connletely Ary.

Irecs corauroy on the wroa: elde over & terry tovel
or use a eteun irsn holdins 1t above the fabrie on
the vwiron: sive.

Aft.r pressing, brugh the risht eide to raise the rpile

A few poyular srticles have eppeared in recent »ube
lications on cordurcy, but very little reeearch has been dcrie.

The Hureau of liome iconomics coaducted a study in
1241, which was desiyned to Gevelop a eet of epecificetions
for cotton corcuroy used in boy's clothing. Following this
6tudy, the aperican vocicty for Testin; ‘aterlial did adopt
a cet of specifications for cotton corduroy used in boy's
clothing.2 ‘

1

From 1248 to 1993, & scries cf studics were done at
the Univeresity of 4labasa., These included "Certain
Iropertics .glated to the tLerviceability of Lishtweisht
Cotton Corduroy";3 "A Comparicon of Lffects of laundering
and Dry Cleaning on Corduroy";4 Laundcerin; Yrocedures for

1Corduroy Council of Anmerica

Z“Inyoical Iropertics of Cotton Corduroy for Zoy's
(lothing,® Azncricnan Lyeotnuff beno=d~r, LXK, Number 12
(June Gy 1C41)y <30

3Florence L., Petzel, "Certain irorertics lhelatad
to the Serviceability of Iihtweli ht Cotten Cordurey,”
Univercity of alabana, 1553)

4. o . . . H
Yo yon v, zorlg duxon, Yauline Kcency, and lenrietta
:uOJLSOQO"A Comperison of wffects of Laundurin: end Iry
Cleaniag on Corcuroy,” (University of alabrna, 1950)
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Finwale Corduroy aad Thelr iLifectes on Three Typcs of
Sesns";l and "On the Cost and wuality of Finvale Corduroy."2

Standarde for lishtveiiht cotton corduroy vere
adopted ia 1394 vty the American liome Lconomice siscciation
efter these standards were develoved by the Associntion's
conswier interests coumnlttee and approved by the executive
board as Anerican liome Lconomics Assoclation Consuner
Standarda.3

A etué¢y was carrlied out at the University of
Tenneveee in 1956 which compared three different grades of

corduroy.4 s

lﬂcnrietta Thorinson, iielen kellinmton, end Florence
Tetzel, "Launderin:s Procedurcs for iinwale Corduroy and
Their rLffects on Three Typce ¢f teang," (Univereity of
Alabana, 1952)

2H01en #ellingston, and llenrietta Thompson, "Cn th
Cost and wuality of Flawale Corduroy,” (University of
alabama, 1943)

3"Textile Lgndbeok," prepared by chelrmen and menbers
0f the textiles and clothing esection of the American liome
Lconounics apsociition (1600 Tweatieth tireet, NoVe,
hashington, LeCe)y 22,

‘Joseyhine Willisns, "A Conmpanrison of Three Grades
of Cordurcy” (unpublished MNaster's thesiz, Iept. of
Clothing snd Yextiles, University of “ennessece, 1756)



METHODS AND PROCEDURE

Methods and procedures for this study on the use
and care of corduroy included the selection of the popula-
tion, formulation of an instrument, administration of the
instrument and an analysis of data.

The two high schools chosen tp participate in the
study were Crystal Falls High School and Calumet High School,

A questionnaire was formulated to obtain the following
information: the background characteristics of the sample;
corduroy garments which are purchased or constructed; care
methods used for corduroy garments; likes and dislikes about
corduroy; and values held in relation to the appearance of
corduroy clothdniz. The questionnaire was distributed through
the homemaking classes in the schocls. The girls were asked
to take the questionnaires home, fill them out with the assish
ance of their mothers and return the completed questionnaires
to the homemaking teachers,

Before the questionnaire was sent to the participating
schools, & pre-test was done with a sample of twenty at the
Vermontville High School, Vermontville, Michigan. This
school was chosen because of its similarity to the northern
Michigan schools, '

Techniques which were used to insure greater coopera-
tion by the sample were: the questionnaire was distributed
through the homemaking classes in the schools; the participants

were asked to return the completed questionnaire to the

7
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honemaking teachers; envelopes were provided in which to place
ths completed questionnalires} the participants were asked not
to sizn the questionnaire; and the questionnaire was printed
on colored paper.1

1 .

Green paper was used for the questionnaires sent
to the Crystal Falls Hizh Schoolj red for the Columet High
School, Two different colors were used for the personal
interests of the writer,



DESCIIFTION OF ¥O5U5 110N

The c¢uestlionnalre was dietributed throush two high
schools in northiera Xichisan, Calumet lizh Scheol, which
hes an earollment of approxinately 60C, draws 1ts students
froa the villages of Calumet and lauriunm znd several smcller
comiunities. The 225 gtuleants ettending the Crysital Falls
High School live in the city of Crystal ralls and the
currounding rural area, oth schools transport a large
rereentaze of thelr students,

Copper and iron uiaing are the nmajor industries in
t:uis srea of northern «ichi an, 4bout ocne=third of the
participents 1ndicated thelr fatiers are enployed by rining
corpaniesgs Althoush the 4ron miners earn a higher hourly
weges they are sul jeet to more seaconal layoffs nnd etrlies
tlan the coprer niners,

Cver seventy=five per ceant of the fathers ure
eacaged ia maaual labor, or own snall farms, or worz at
scrvice tyre jJjobs., lYourteen fathers of the ninety-one
respondents ere profeesional men, buslinecs mea, or white
collar workers,

The majority of the mothure do not work outeide
the hone, Zwenty=five weuen iniicated they worked as
tenchers, practical nurses, secretaries, wnitressen, or
cleris,

Cne hundred of the 1C9 prrticipants listed the
nunber of children ia the family living at hene, 4 total
of 255 childrea were recorded, glving en averaso of 2.5
crildren living at home per family.

9
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Slightly over two-thirds of the respondents stated
that they live in town while the remaining one-third live
in a rural area. Since many of the students are transported
by bus, the percentage appears high for those living in town.
It 1s possible that the phrase "in a rural area® used in the
questionnaire was interpreted by some to mean living on a
farm, Also, those that live in the residential locations
that surround the individual mines consider this as living
in town. :

In answer to a question about approximate family
income for the year 1960, the replies ranged from less
than 32,000 to $10,000 and over. In some cases the income
did not seem to coincide with the father's or mother's
occupation, However, the large amount of unemployment
during the year of 1960 must be taken into consideration.
Also, it 1s possible that some of the students did not take
the questionnaires home and merely guessed the family income.
The figures from the data received show that fifty-three of
the seventy-one respondents had a family income of less
than $6,000 during the year of 1960. ' |
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Ia the participating schools, 145 questionnaires
were éistributed end 109 returned. In many caccs, the
regpoadentes ¢id not ancwer a&ll of the questiionsy concecque:ntly,
the perceatazes clted in the following pugces ere dbased on
the total aumber of responses to the individuesl question.

The stulents 2nd thelir rmot:ers were asked to liet
the nuaber of corduroy garuents in the present faully ward-
robe and elso those that were in storace (see Table 1),
ior 1tendizing these garmenis, two colunns were provided,
one for adults and one fox children.1 according to the
filgures received, the three rwost ypopul:ir garments {or adults
(mien and women) are eluicks for wonen, ekirts, and shirtsy
troce least populzr ere blouses, loi coats znd suits. In
c:iléren's clothing, clucks ranked hisheet while blouses,
bathrotes, and slippers ranked the loweet, 4as seen in
Tuble 1 over twice &s wany adult parnents were listed us
vere childlren's garmenta.2

In reply to the questicn, “loes anyone in your {:inily
sew?", ninety-one rer ceat respcnced "yes.," 1he questi:n
proved to be ombipuscsuee Lome of the respondents inciuded
the gewing done ty the girls in ilomemalking classec end
othere ¢id anote To te more meaninsful the question should
have been stated, "loes anyone in your fa:ily sew =t hoze?
(ozit sewlaz Gone ia echool)"®

lThe are ranse feor csdultas wae given as thirteen

years old cnd overg for chilédren, infante to welve yeurs old,

2oince the prorportion of adults to childéren wns not
known in tihls unalysis, this fifure 18 of nminor ci;nifiecance.

11
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' . prtype : FARINE U & A sy oy B 7 A
TOTAL Uil O CUITULLY GAliln
‘. A N

TJ:L T‘rLu 1

Adult Clothinc®

Cordurcy Corments

suirts
ghirts
trousers
wonien's slache
dreescs
suits
housgeco..ts
car coats or Jjackets
lons coats
vesgts
Junpers
blouses
sliyrpers
tennis shoes
gliorts

Total

1

cunber

173
117
76
2C2
17
15
47
75
14
51
g2
7
43
17
2

Dt e

35

LT AND ULlD IN FalllY

(-ilcdren's {lothiagz

Coréurcy Garme Turber
Jackets 30
ehirts 58
blouses 1l
skirts ‘ 48
slacka ‘ 139
raate with bibd 33
dreeges 11
veets 12
junpers 33
bathrobes 8
slirpers 9
tearnie shoes 2
coats

Total 301

* The are rence for edultse was thirtecn yeoars o0léd and overg
for childéren, infants to twelve years old,
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The questionnaire then seked the participents to
check the number of garmeante which had been made from all
kinds of fabrics during the yecr of 1760 and to inlicate
fow mazny haé been meade of corduroye An anslyeis of the data
revezled that four to eix gorments had been made bty thirtye-one
rer cent of the group, one to three germents were node by
eijkteen per cent, and eixteen or more had teea made by eisht-
cen per cent., Lees than ralf (43) of the perticipants mace
& totzl of 122 corduroy garments.

To gain further evidence of the uce of corduroy,
the participants were directed to check the muder of gare
weats they had purchased durin; the year of 1260 which were
partly or completely mude of corduroye. <«ichiecen per cent
recorded that none had bteen purchased., vixty-seven ver ceat
rurchased one to five garments, while the remaining fiftecen
rer ceat purchased eix or more corduroy carnents,

anotler question wue desi;ned to dlecover what
sewing or pressing teclinigues had been ueed Quring the cone
struction of corduroy garments, ¥ifty per cent replied that
they lay pattern pleces on the material sccordiag to the
directione oan the pattern gulde shcety eeventy-one per cent
ley pattern pleces on the material so they are all in one
directiony forty-two per cent steun ypress on the wronzg eide
with the rizht elde egeinst o neecle Yourd cor a plece of
nohalr upholetery fubriclg nine per cent press on the rigsht
8ilde of the mzterielj and forty-one per cent Lrush the right
cicde of the naterlel after pressing.

Flve questions dealt with the care of cordurocy.
vince peonle uee more than one method of waehing, dryiag,
or ironin; their clothes, the purticipants were askced to

lquﬁs question was Couble-headed and should have
been separsted into two puartes 1) stean prees on the wrong
siae and 2) press with the rizht szsinct a needle bozrd on
a plece of mohalr uphclatery.
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check the method or methodés they have used, Sherefore, the
percentazes cited for queetions on care of corduroy repre-
sent the nunber of people that use a method &t least po
¢f the tine,

Cne question presented five proccdures that nay be
used Y0 wacsh corduroy garmeats. In addition %o checkin
‘e methods they use, the participants were asizcd to llgt
the kiada of garnents wached by the different methods thoy
had checheds The largest group, forty=two pecr centl, stated
they wush corduroy gameeatls in a wacthing machiae tut do not
sut the corduroy cloti:es through the wringere Iorty per
cent sleo dndicuted that they wash corduroy garnents by
hizades Thlrty per cent wasd in an sutonatic wacher ond let
the cordurcy clothes go throush the conplete cycle while
twenty~-seven per cent wath in a2 washing wachline and put th
coxrduroy clothes through the wringers & swuall perceatage
wash iIa an automatie wachor but take the cordursy clotihes
out before the lust spin, Ilacks, Jumpers, skirts, shirts,
hisutecouts, and Jackkets were listed &35 velns; weshed by each
method of laundering. (fse Table 2)e¢ 4 few mothers aad
cduu hters stated that the ase of the sarment determined how
it woulc te washed,

lrercextagea total over 10C per ceat becaunce the
participgentie could checx rore then one method of washing,



15

UT PoyseM aJes WYOTYM eqoapred L1pwer Jpey) ut sjuwemred fuew pey equepuodsed jeyy 93=dTpuT seandyy
esoy] 298 ‘sjued s,UBIpPTYP peysem SuTuU~LJUeM) Y3 JO H
oY1 JO JATJ {syoeTs poysem Loy Bzoiﬁdsoﬂuog *Jeiugas oYy yinoayy

soyjoe Loanpiod oy nd pue guTyowm Surysen w UT ysen ‘poyjem eyy pesn squepucdsed euTU-LJuSM]
0 Lﬂﬂ« ol% jo}L Lo 0] o} 61 €Y puwy £q 8543079 Loanpliod ysex
upds 38w ay3 eJ0jeq
ol 5] ojo | o}ls jojsivlvlojole 0T  9no seyjod foanpyod ay3 oyey
q JOUYSEM DTIBWOINET UR UL Yssy
0jo} 6o} s}j6 |o}jotsr] 8] o] o} zz zg oLy sjedmed oy3 yinoays
o8 soyyod Loampiod oy3 3e1
pus Jeysem JTITWOINE UE UL ysepm
*JeSutan o3 yimoayy
s19jLl9jiL]ct]o «Nomornhn ¢y soyjord Lounpiod oYy nd jou op
Wq suppun Futyses ® Ul ysey
*Zofutan oyy Yinoayy
ooomnpai.ﬁoomi #6Z seoe Loanpiod oy nd
pue eupyoswm Jurysem ® UL ysey
..m..mw..m mm...sm.m pPOUISH
- B -~ 2 e
|2 S s Sutsn
g |5 nm.mwu.w”mmmmumm «.ﬁuonlﬁ pou3 ol
POUBEA SJUOLIED JO SPUTH T

SAOHLIM LNIHIJAAIA XD QEHSYA SINIWUVD 40 SANIY 40
&SITT QHZINALT HIIM SINIWYVD XOHNQHOD ONIHSVM NI SLNEANOJSHY HHIL X8 Q3ISN STHNTIO0Hd

¢ TIavlL

g C



l6

When clothes are new, they sre washed by hand or removed
from the washer before cpinning or without wringing,
.Several of the participants indicated they use more than
one method of laundering corduroy garments.,

Another question 1isted several methods that could
be used to dry corduroy garments. As seen in Table 3, over
half hang them on the clothes line dripping wet; forty-two
per cent wring them out by hand and hang them on the clothes
line; thirty-three per cent dry them in an au;om-tio dryer;
&nd twenty per cent wring them through the wrihger and hang
them on the clothes line.

TABLE 3,
PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES TO METHODS OF DRYING CORDUROY GARMENTS

Method of Drying Per centage*
Han% them on the clothes line dripping =3

we
Wring them ocut by hand and hang thenm

on the clothes line 42
Automatic dryer 33
¥Wring them through the wringer and hang

them on the clothes line 20
lay them flat 5

Spin in automatic washer and line ary 3

Percenf§ges total over 100 per cent because the partici-

pants could check more than one method of drying.
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In reoponsza to the question, “If you line dry your
clothes, where ¢o you hang them during the winter months?’,
tvo«thirds of the participants replisd that they hang thelr
clothes in the basement to éry (s=e¢ Table 4)3 fortyeseven
per cent somaetimes hang them outdoors while twenty-two per
cent usually hanz thcm outdoors. A &mall percentagae chocked
that they hang clothes to dry in other pérta of the house

euch as the attic, @8 spare roam, or on the porch,

TABLE 4

PERCENTAGE OF RCSPONIE3 TO WHERZ CLCTINS AR HUNG TO IRY
DRIING WINTER MOHTIS

Place of Dryvine Popr Cant®
Sehene e

Som=time outdoors 87

Uzually outdoors 22

In the attio 11

Other parta of the houre 10

® Percontagee total over 100 percent bocaunge the participents
could check more than one answor.

Another question dealt with methods used to fron
corduroy garments. The figures chown in Table 5 reveal that
over three<fourths of the peopla iron on the wrong side of
the garment. The majority use a cteam iron and half of the
respondents bruch the curface to improve the appcarance after
troning. Twenty-two per comt stated that they cprinkle
corduroy clothes bofore ironing thom,
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TABLE 5.
PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSES TO METHODS OF IRONING CORDUROY GARMENTS

Method of Ironing Percentage#®
Iron on the wrong side 86
Iron with a steam iron T2
Brush the surface to improve the appearance

after ironing 50
Sprinkle before ironing 22
Iron with a dry iron ’ 9
Iron on the right side 7

# Percentages total over 100 percent because the participants
could check more than one method of ironing.

In another Question the participents were asked to
check if they have ever sent corduroy clothes to the dry
cleaners and if they have, what kind of garments did they
send and why. A little less than two-thirds responded that
they never send corduroy clothes to the dry cleaners. Car
coats and jackets were listed most often as the kind of gar-
ments people sent to the dry cleaners. Other garments such
as dresses, trousers, slacks, and skirts were mentioned by a
few respondents. The reasons most frequently given for send-
ing corduroy clothes to the dry cleaners are that the garments
looked much better if they were dry cleaned instead of washed
and also that linings in coats and Jackets would not wash well.
Other reasons that were given, but not as frequently, were
that some garments are too bulky to wash, there wouldn't be
as much shrinkage, and spots come out better when clothes

are dry cleaned.
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Two quactions wore deoigned to £ind out what people
1ike and ¢irlike about corduroy (sce Table €). Tho best
liked characterictic of cordurcy is that 4t can be laundercd
a8t hone. Over halfl of tho rerpondunts checlkiod that they like
cordurcy becauss it is wam, 4% 15 curablo, it 1s avallabdle
in @ wide range of colors, it is not too exponreive, it 1s
cornfortabla to wear, and it 1a ecasy to care for.

Two characteriztics of corduroy that over three-~
fourths of the participunts ¢islik2 ares that worn spots
appoar whera rubblny taiieg placa long baofore the poct of
the gamment 1z worn ocut and cordurcy piciks up lint, Ovor
half dirllka the fa:t that the color may fads:,
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TATLE 6

PERCLWTAGES OF LL3POISES TO LIKis AHND DISLIKYS OF RLSIOWDLMNTS
TO CORDUROY GARMLNTS IN THE FARILY %ARDLOLE

Likes
Corduroy can usually be laundered &t houe,
Corduroy is warm,
Corduroy has a rich velvety apneareance,
Corduroy is durable
Corduroy is soft to the touch,
Corduroy is aveilable in a wicde rance of colors.,
Corduroy is not too expensive
Corduroy is comtfortable to wear,
Corduroy is essy to care for.
Corduroy is dry cleanable,
Dislikes

The color may fade.

Wrinklc<s are hard to iron out.

It shrinks when it is washed.

Corduroy picks up lint,

Corduroy loses its luster or "anew" look after
it is washed a few times,

Worn spots appear where rubbing takes place long
before the rest of the garment is worn out.

Corduroy loses its softness and becomes coaree
feeling after several washings,

58
44
11
T
49
76

34

*

Percentages total over 100 per cent because the
participants could check more than one answer,
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LI AT eSO TR TN

ot by

The purpose of this study wus to discover the kind
of garments the peo le in northern iichican purchuase or cone
struct of corduroy favriec, to fini out how they care for
corduroy grrments and what they like mnd disllike about corduroy.

A questionnaire was fornulauted and then dietributed
to the llomenaXxiry clesses in two northern idichi.an high
schools. (ne hundred and nine completcd questl: nnaires
were returneds,

Anulysis of the data iandicated that the nost popular
inds of corduroy garments were wonmen's elacks and skirts

nd chiléren's slacxs. «lthoush over hslf of the particie
pants haé not constructed garmenis of corduroy durins the
yeer 1960, tvey had made four to six grarmenta of other fabe
rics, The malority of the sroup had purchased one to five
COLAUTOY EaThentse

.0t of the regpondents uced nore than one met:od
of launderin; corduroy garmente. <+he most frequently uced
method was washiaz in a waching moachine and not putting the
corduroy clothes throush the wrincer, The particinanis
usually washed, inetead of havin;; dry cleaned, skirts, slacks,
shirts, rouseconts enda Jackets,

ihen choosins; a methoa to dry cordurny garuento,
noct of the reepondents chore to huns then on the line
éripring wet or to wring the clothes out by hund e&nd then
line dry them, suring the winter nonthe, & larse percent-
age hung thelr clothes in the basenent té dry while many
han; then outrdoors .t least part of the tine.
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fhe majority of the group iron cordurey garaents
on the wroa: slce vith a etecx iron. deveral iadicated
that they brush the surfsce ufter ironing to improve the
appearance of the garuent,

A 11ttle leee thaon tio=thirds never seand cordurcy
clothes to the dry clcanersj the rennining one-third dry
clean euch 1tens e& coats and Jackets., Ihe rezsone given
for sending; corcduroy clcthcs to the dry cleaners nre that
the garments loox nicer if they cre dry cleaned snd that
1inings ia costs &nd Jrckets are not wachabdble,

There wss e tendeney for the respondents to like
nore thon to dizlike cordurory garneats. <he hest liked
characterictic of corduroy 1s that 41t can bde laundered at
hone, The reepondeails aleo lilte cordurcy because it is
wariiy durable, not too expencive, easy it~ care for, and
comfortavle to weare The two characteristics of corduroy
that the participunts diclike are thiat worn spots appear
where rutbing takes place lons tefore the rcet ¢f the pare
reat 18 worn out and corduroy picks upn lint,

The followins concluslcns scen valid in view of th
findinge of this study:

l. Gzruents of corduroy are frecuently chogen by
reoyle livins ia the copper ané iron mining
areas of Kichiran,

2. ougrested nethods ¢f wonshing, drying snd irone-
ing corduroy gormente sre uced bty most of the
narticlinants,

3¢ When caring for corduroy garasnis nany of ihe
particiran® use technigues which produce a neat
and attractive rarrent,

4, The pmrticiyantis like cordurcy bvecnuze it can
be laundiered zt hone end 4t 4e wzrn and durable,
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Although th2 responses indicutsd that suszeetad
cire methods were used by muny of the p.rticlpants, the
writer, while teuching in northern Michig.n, observed that
many people did not tcke care of corduroy properiy. DPue to
the way the Questions were worded, the participoants may have
checked the care methods that they knew were correct, but
which they do not use regularly.

Further studies may be carried out by homemoking
teachera or Extonclon agents to £ind out 4f the results
would ta similar in other parts of the country. Considering
the popularity of corduroy, & study could bes done to dis-
cover why miny pecple who sew and like corduroy do not cone
struct gaments of corduroy fabric.

Recormcndations based on the recults of this stucy
on the use end care of corduroy are thuot homemaking teachers
might place more emphazis on how to us2 cordéuroy in the
construction of a gereent or on patterns which are tuitable
to use to construct & corduroy garment. A2An Extension
bulletin on the conctruction and care of corduroy garments
would be helpful to persons living in northern Michizan,
Retail stores in northern Michizan mizht feature and promote
corduroy &nd give consumer information on the use and care

of corcuroy.
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715 Grove Strect
Fazt lanzing, Michlizan
arch 8, 151

Vir, Xe Wo Schulze, Superintendent
Crystal Falla lish School
Crystal Falls, Michiizan

Deoar ¥r, Schulze:

The questionnaire I rpclkie to you about in Dacomber 1s
finally rcady for dictribution, It iz beling cent to you
under separate maliling., Would you pleaso give tae
queetionnaires to Miss Douslas and ¥rs. Schulze to hand

out to the girls? Enclosed in this letter, you will find

a set of directione wnich will help to clarify any questions
the tcachers may have in rocard to dictributing tae
questionnalre, You will note that nona of the questionnalires
ere to be egigned,

Included with the questionnalecs 13 a ctamped, eclf-addrecsed
envzlope to uce for returning the completed questionngires
to me. If at all poocible, I would like to have thoge
returned by March 27.

I thank you for your assictance with this study.

Sincerely,

Mary Adams
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The following directions ere a surgested procedure for
distributing the questionnzires.

1.

2.

3

4.

De

In distributing thece quectionneires will you give

one questionneire and &n envelope to each girl enrolled
in junior and seailor high school homemaxing classes
(except where there is more than oanc ¢irl enrolled
from a family)?

I suggest that you take a few minutes to read over the
cover letter with the girls. This will help to clarify
any questions they may have, %ill you asit the girls

to take the questionnaire home and have their nmothers
help them fill 1t out? You will note that the mothers
and girls are not asked to eisn the qucstionnaire,

The completed questionncires are to be placed in the
attached envelope and returned to you.

If at all possidble, I would like the completed
questionnaires and any that were not used returned to
me by Liarch 27. Ylease feel free to keep a copy for

yourself,

In order for me to know definitely how nay questionnaires
were éistributed and how many were returned, will you
£i1l1 in the form at the bottom of this pase, detach 1it,
and return it to me with the completed questionnaires?

Number of questionnaires distributed

Humber of questionnaires returned



-y,

March IO, I96I

Dear Mothers and Daughters,

Will you please give me a few minutes of your time?
In connection with my studies in textiles and clothing at
Michigan State University, I would like to ask you some
questions dealing with the use and care of corduroy. I
became interested in corduroy when I taught in the Upper
Peninsula, where I found many of my students wearing corduroy
or wishing to make corduroy garments in clothing classes.

I am enclosing a questionnaire which I would like you
to complete; it is important that you answer fully all of
the questions. 1dll you place the completed questionnaire
in the envelope provided and return it to the homemaking
teacher in your school? For the purposes of this study
it is not necessary that your identity be known; therefore,
I am not asking you to sign the questionnaire.

Without your assistance I will be unable to complete
this study. I thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

(Miss) Mary Adams
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I. The following list of garments found in most family wardrobes may be made
of corduroy. Will you place in the space provided the number of each of
these garments which are made of corduroy that the family is now wearing
or those that may be stored away? “xample: 3 __ skirts

Adult clothing (I3 years and over) Children's clothing (infant to I2 years

skirts Jackets

shirts shirts

trousers .blouses

women'!s slacks skirts

dresses girl's or boy's slacks
suits pants with bib (for 6 months to 2 year
housecoats dresses

car coat or jacket vests

long coats Jumpers

vests bathrobes

Jjumpers slippers

blouses others (specify):
slippers

others (specify):

2. Does anyone in your family sew? yes no During the past year,
January I, I960 to December 3I, I960, how many garments (all kinds of
fabrics) have been made in your family? (It may be helpful to check
your closet in answering this question,)

none L4=6 I10-I2 I6 or more

I-3 -9 I3-15

w

o How many of these garments were made of corduroy?

I

If you have ever sewed on corduroy material, please answer the following.
These sewing and pressing techniques may or may not be used when making
a corduroy gamment. Will you check those which you have used,

Lay pattern pieces on the material according to the directions on the
pattern guide sheet

Lay pattern pieces on the material so they are all in one direction

Steam press on the wrong side with the right side against a needle
board or a piece of mohair upholstery fabric

Press on the right side of the material
Brush the right side of the material after pressing

5« During the past year, how many garments have you purchased that were
partly or completely made of corduroy?

none four eight
one five nine
two six ten

three seven ten or more




~

P

.o

< P

. . .
1 .
-
. .
' .
i o - f




The next four questions refer to the methods you use to wash, dry, and iron
corduroy garments., It may be helpful if you read completely all of questions

6, 7, 8, and 9 before checking any of them. In order to explain fully the
methods you use, you may need to check one or more of the blanks in each question.

6. Any or all of the following ways might be used to wash corduroy garments.
Check the method or methods that you use. JYou may check more than one answer.

Wash in a washing machine with a wringer and put the corduroy
clothes through the wringer

Names of garments washed in this way

Wash in a washing machine with a wringer but do not put the
corduroy clothes through the wringer

Names of garments washed in this way

Wash in an automatic washer and let the corduroy clothes go through
the complete cycle

Names of garments washed in this way

Wash in an automatic washer but take the corduroy clothes out
before the last spin

Names of garments washed in this way

Wash corduroy clothes by hand

Names of garments washed in this way

Other (specify):

7+ After washing corduroy garments, how do you dry them? You may check more
than one answer,

In an automatic dryer

Hang them on the clothes line dripping wet

Wring them out by hand and hang them on the clothes line

Wring them through the wringer and hang them on the clothes line
Lay them flat
Other (specify):

8, If you line dry your clothes, where do you hang them during the winter
months? You may check more than one answer.

In the attic Usually outdoors
N In the basement Other (specify):
—n Sometimes outdoors






9. When you iron corduroy clothes, how do you do it? You may check more
then one answer.

Sprinkle before ironing

Iron with a dry iron

Iron with a steam iron

Iron on the wrong side of the garment

Iron on the right side of the garment

Brush the surface to improve the appearance after ironing
Other (specify):
I0. Do you ever send corduroy clothes do the dry cleaners? Yes No

If yes, what kind of garments?

If yes, why do you send corduroy garments to the dry cleaners?

II, From the following list check the characteristics of corduroy that you
like best,-

Corduroy can usually be laundered at home.
Corduroy is warm.

Corduroy has a rich velvety appearance.
Corduroy is durable.

Corduroy is soft to the touch.

Corduroy is available in a wide range of colors.
Corduroy is not too expensive.,

Corduroy is comfortzble to wear.

Corduroy is easy to care for,

Corduroy is dry cleanable.

Other (specify): .
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I2. Check the characteristics of corduroy that you don't like.
The color may fade.

Wrinkles are hard to iron out of it.

It shrinks when it is washed.

Corduroy picks up lint.

Corduroy loses its luster or "new" look after it is washed a
few times,

Worn spots appear where rubbing takes place long before the rest
of the garment is worn out.

Corduroy loses its softness and becomes coarse feeling after
several washings.

Other (specify):
Personal information

Father's occupation when employed

Mother's occupation

Number of children in the family living at home

Approximate family income for the year 1960 (check one of the following)

____$2,000-2,999 ____$5,000~5,999 ____$8,000-8,999

—$3,000-3,999 —$6,000-6,999 —$9,000-9,999

—$4,000-4,999 —____%7,000-7,999 ____ $10,000 and over
Do you live in town? In a rural area?

Would you take a few more minutes to see if you have answered all of the
questions? Thank you for taking your time to help me with this studyl

Mary Adams
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