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PREFACE

This study of Ring Lardner has four purposes: to
supply a more complete diographieal ascount of him
then has beea pudblished; to put in ome volume the main
points of the most imporsant eritieal estimates of his
work; to indicate Lardner’'s position in the Ameriean
strear of humor; and to show the eontrast between his
fietion and his mon-fietion.

The diographieal seetion has possidly the most
value, inasmush as the pudlished material oa his life
ssems t0 havs bdeen derived from newspaper artieles
written imrediately efter his death. The arsieles,
with perhaps certain exeeptions in the Niles Daily
Ster, uniformly ignore mueh of his early life. 1Ia
shis study the steandard materiasl on Lardner has beea
eonsideradbly supplemeated by the personsl recollec~
tions of his sister, Miss lLena Lardner, by informatioa
from the serapbook she has kept, and by letters amd
verses Lardner sent to her. Ian addition, the material
available ia the Fort St. Joseph Historieal Museum and
in the Niles lidrary has deen used,

As iR the ease of most humorists, Lardner's
recognision as an imporsant literary rxgurq eans slow-
ly, and it is not oanly helpful to students to know who




wrote what adbout him, but it is also interesting to
note the teandency of eritios to get on a literary
dbandvagon in & hurry, whether it is playing the eatire
tune, or merely the maia bders.

Determining lardner's position 4in Amerioan
writing hu: the value of showing the possidle in-
fluenoces ia his work, It is obvious that he owed
something, if not mueh, to early purveyors of mis-
spelled humor.

The reeson for inoluding a new appraisal of his
work is that the eritisal estimate of Lardner has bdeen

based mainly oa his fietion; as a eonsequence, his
reputation az a satirist ia the tradition of Swift hes
been L£irnly set. Thll eonvenient neglest of his mone
fiotion obsoures a large part of Lardner's work, and
fosters a partially erroneous view of s sestion of his
writing. The following study attempts to remedy thas.

Acknovledgement 1is made t0 Niles residents for

their eocoperstion, and their willingness to reminisce.
Speeial aoknowledgement is also due Miss Lena Lcrdnir,
Ring Lardner's sister, whose serapbook, letters, and
personal knowledge of Lardner provided most of the
material for the diographieal seeotion.

i1
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CEAPTER ONE
BICGRAPHRY

The 1ife of Riaggold Wilmer Lardner was, ia meay
ways, a eontrast to the usually accepted estimate of
his work. The majority of erities, basiag their ver-
diet mainly om his fietioa, label Lardnsr a misan~
thrope, a savage satirist of people. Clifton Fadiman
oi.n goes 80 far as to say that he hated himselfl as
well as the people he wrote nbont.l Yet mmekh of
Lardner's work, and sertainly his letters, the har-
mony of his femily 1ife, and the sonsera whiek he
showed for his four soms, poiat to0 a kind, stromg,
witty persoanality.

Lardner was bora Mareh 8, 1885, ia the Lardaer
houss oa Bond Street, in Niles, nxohlgun.g He was
the youmgest of five ehildren, all of whom were
talented inm eisher writing or musie, His birthplace
stands seroes from the high dank of the 8S%. Joseph
river, a pleasant settiag that reminds one of
vasatioa days, of eool shade and muddy river danks.

His edusation was gained by nmeans of futorins

1.~ "Ring Lexrdner and the Triangleé of Hate,”
The Natiom, CXXXVI (Mareh 28, 1983), 318.
2, Stanley J. Kunitz and Howard Hayoraf$
Twentieth Century Authors (New York: Wilsom, 1942),
7s0.




until the age of twelve. His Sutors were Harry
Mansfield, a well-known Niles teasher, and his mother,
Lena Bogerdus Phillips Lardner. The effeet of
Lardner's mother on him ean hardly be over-estimated,
She was gifted in both musie end writing, and was aa
extremely well-read woman, with interests that ia-
sluded the religious and historical as well as the
musical and literary. Two pudblished voluaes of verse
and prose reveal her profound religious feelings,
balanced by a light humor. She had the same faellity
in verse that Larédner had, and the same aptitude for
puns that Lardner exhibited im his work. "This Spray
of Western Pine,"™ the first of her volumes, tells of
a drean in whieh she visits the Adwelling of Sead
euthors:;

'Ella %' eslled loud & Philistine;

But she was mot in sight -~
*I thought 1t hed Bea Hur, I ween
Your footsteps are so iight
¥allace 1' The Sage of Crawfordsville
Replied 'Just ‘.heel-er here, s

Hubbard =« she's kalf way up the hill, . .
The 1ines om Theodore Roossvelt, iam the same poem,
also reveal her punniag:

Ti1ll *Teddy' esame, with hasty stride,

And reashed out for his gung
‘'Oh ¢t I forgot,' he said (and ‘1gho¢).
'Xy strenuous life is Dunne,'

The foreword to his mother's sesond book, Sparks

5. (New York: Broadway, 1903), p. 4.
4, ]Idvid.



from the Yule-log, shows the smooth versifying:

Dreacily watching tre firelirht's glow
%eaves my faney its web of rhyme;
Blent together the colors grow 5
Of Christmas season and sumamer time,

AS the age of twelve ths tutoring weas abdbandoned,
end Ring entered Niles High Sehool. He took the
"Latin Course” and was graduated on June 14, 1901,
with a ¢lass of sixtoen.‘ Apparently his versifying
abilities were well-known, beeause hs was chosen t0
write the elass poem. It will be noticed that he was
punning respectably even a$ the age of sixteen:

Up Learning's ladder, round dy round
We've olimbed with rany a fallj
3ut, through the toil, eompamnionship
Hagszgonda for all.

Now from our giddy heights we glanse,
#iith ealm thoughts and serens

Once more at those we leave to&ny -
Cur elass of sweet sixteen.

I want to take you with me through
The ranks of our small erowds

And, if you'll listen ocarefully,
You'll know why we are proud.

GCrace, as our goodly presiden$,
Has sorved her second year;

In singing, speaking, poetry,
She stands without a peer.

Blanehe is the sunshine of our elass,
She drives dull eare away.

Her laughing eyes, her =smiling faee,
Have gladdened many & day.

Alice, the salm, the dignified,

8. (New York: oudwui 19047,
6. rrom the Lardner eollection im the Fort St.
:go:ph Historieal Museum. It ineludes his high sehool
plioaa,




1 know we'll ne'er forgot;
‘er views gare wide -- dbut, best of ‘11,
Che is the teacher's pet.

€00 0 0eP 00RO ORNOSPOIONONONORNOISIOOPODS

Ruth is a olever, pretty girl,

S0 everyone remarks,

Yot lives in coustant danger =~ what ?
The dunger of her *Sparks.®

%1ll is the pride of all the girls,
The slave of every teuscher,

then someone wunts 8 winiow olosed,
the ¢ulls on 'Judbe,’ poor ereature,

Clayt is the lad who's in to win,
l'le i the teachers' boy.

And though et times his fuoe 18 sed,
Eis heart is full of *Joy.'

Gertie has wade a record proud,

She seldom feiled in ¢lass.

she studied hard these last four years
And well deserved L0 pass,

Bertha, the singer of our class,
llow 4iligent she's been §

She did her shure of whiépering,
But thean that's not a sin,

Bess is the oless historian,

That office, well, she'll fill.
She's ' ortoro' i in all her way,
And has en iron °'Will,*'

Lawrence is the one who thinks,

He's been our cowmrade long;

liies fuvorite stone, an *0Opal' bright
Hie's bleat with an 'Arm strong.’

Sweet Cenevieve has worked «nd toiled,
ler honor's Jjustly won,
And every teaoher ian our sochool

%1ll say her work's well *Dunn,.'

4And now there's only one remains,
Ne should have oome before;

Eis name is John, his bopes all lie
In a oorner grooery store.

\




And now, I've mentionsd everyone,
I hope no one feels slighted,
Bug if one does, let him approaeh,
His wrongs '1li soon be righted.
At las$ your poet ends his lay,
He's nothing more to tell,
But leaves the elass of nlnat’onpon.
%ith blessings and farewsell.

Exeept for his edusation, his boyhood was mot um-
usual, He liked sports, but a slight melformatioa of
one foot made it imposeidble for him to partieipate as
fully as he would have liked, jils primary spors$ ine
terest was basedall, but his sister atates thas he
elso liked tennis and footbell. A% night the reerea-
tion was often singing; Ring had a good daritome and
liked to use it, end the group he went with would
gather at someone's house or on the street and render
the popular songs of the day. Judging from his
artiele "what I Ought to of Learnt in High Sehool,"
the musical street excursions were often received with
e minimum of enthusiasm by the noighbora.a

His interest in music, whieh toward the end of
his eareer overshadowed even his interest in writiag,
was always strong. He was a member of the Amerieaa
Hinstrels, a troupe of Niles residents that put om
their performances in the oity's opera house. The
Yort St. Joseph Historieal huseum still has the pro-

gram for the eomie opera Zanzibar, a gaudy book

. Niles Dally Ster (June 14, 1911).
8, &»erioL—E_;“ ‘azine, (November, 1923), 11,




printed in blue letters against a yellow baskgroumd.

The opera wvas performed on'Aprtl 14, 1903, an¢ wvas

spparently well-supported, sinee the program earried

& good deal of advertising. The eomplete performanee

vas a eombination minstrel show and eomie opera:
GCrand Spectasular First Pert

Painted Zspecially for this Production by
A, K. Foerster

The Popular Conversationalist, Harry B. Schmids$

B0ONTS TAMBOS
George Dougan Bert Browa
Tom Swain Ring Lerdner
Carl Sohmidt . Clarenee Oberlia

Voeal Contingent

Earl ¥ood, ®d Wurz, Fred Eaglesfield, Worth Landoa
Rex Lardner, Paul Foerster and Fram Wurs,

Knott's Orchestra, under the leadership of Prof,
Fred Ingersoll, accompanied by the populer
planist, Mrs, Earl Tood.

PLOCRAM

Opening Chorus of Popular Selestions by the eome
pany.
First edition of end nmen.
TOM SVAIN and RING LARDNER

I Could Never Love Like That.ccicvoeve
I'm &a Jon@h KaNeseesessseveseccessaseeRing Lardner
The Land of the Cane and the CorRec...
A Soldier of Love Am JTeeeescosoescsesWOrth Landon
The Poo~Bah of Blackville TOWReseseesoeoCarl Sehmidt
Arrival of the Premier Comedians.

GEORGE DUUGAR and BERT BROWN
In the Valley of Kentuoty-.....;..rr'd E‘gl..tt.l‘
EVRBuccvseosnsesoncconvssnsscenenessecGOOrge Dougan
I Love You 2ore Thon EVeXre.eccecscveccscesebd Wurz
I Sing & Little Tenorececccocccacocncecs
TrouDlGcccscsceosescsssnvessvcescocnecesBort Brown




loralne.ceecoveveossocssoncescncscscescsssntill Wood
Finale of operatie airs dy the eompany
Song of the BoOreadorcccccessscccscscscse,.sTrotere
kre. Lawrence Dav:llé

This impressive progream was followed by Zanzibar,
"A Comie Opera in Two Aote. Book by Harry B. Sehmids,
Lyries and kusio by Ring Lardner.“10 The songs
Lerdner wrote were "The Belles of Zanzidar,” "Evah
Dahkey is @ King," "UJjji,"” "In the Isle of Zansibar,"
"The Tale of the Cow,"” "I'm Leader of the Zanzidbaria
Army," "He Did it so Politely," He also wrote the |
following two ehoruses; "rKi-yieyi" and "Hail the
sultan, "1

The xinstrels were well organised, They had an
executive staff that ineluded a mansger, treaswurer,
musieal direotor, stage manager, master of proper-
ties, stage earpenter, and electrieian,

Ageording to his friends, in hich aohooi Lardner
was rather silent, and his infrequent forays into eone
versation were marked by a dry wittioism, delivered
then, as later, without expressioa. He had many
friends, The Lardners were always hospitable; the
house was big, and it was a favorite gathering peims,

Although the land surrounding the house was
hardly large enocugh to be termed a farm, his father

9. JTOm the program im Vhe Fort ot. Joseph
Historieal lusedm.

100 Ibid.
11, Tbid.







kept horses, oows, and chickens., <Cometizes the work
was too mueh for the single hired man, end the milke
ing and other ehores had to be done by ons of the
boys of the family. In Niles the story is tbld that
when Ring finished milking, he invaeriedly cerried in
the milk pail dy way of the fromt door. This
tendenoy to dignify the unexalted in a humorous way
was echoed in the story Grantland Rice, ons of his
intimate friends, told of Lardner:

« ¢ o A southera eolonel, after a mint
Julep or two, had been addiressing a mmall
audience in New Orleans concerning his die=-
tinguished family origins. His grandfather
it seened, had been Governor of South Carolinl;
His uncle was, currently, the Governor of
Virginie; his father had been lLayor of New
Orleans; his mother's graadfatiuer had intro-
duced Louisiana to horse-raeing, et ocotera,
et cetera. When he had at last trickled ous,
Tardner == who was preternaturally dark and
tragical 4in appearanse -- stood up and in=-
trodused himself; ‘'iy name is Lardner. I
was born in Kiles, Kiechigan, of respeotabdle
eolored parents {'12

Probably the beat bdrief aseount of Lardner's
aotivities from 1901 to 1907 is the autodbiography
he wrote for the Chisago Tribune in 1920, and which
1t reprinted after his death:

’ 'White. MNarried. Ameriscan., College:

One semester at Armour Institute. Graduated

from 11iles Eigh S6hool in 1901, Caeme to

Chioago that summer to get job. Got job as

office boy im MoCormiek Harvester offices,
Fired after two weeks at #5 per week. Loafed

Y2, Yarazine article Inm Liss Lardner's sorap-
book. It was probabdly written in September or
Ostober of 1933.



two weeks. Went to work for Peabody,
Houghteling & Co. as office boy and tele-
phone girl; $4 per week., Fired in two weeks,

'Went back to Niles. Got a job in fall
of 1901 as clerk in freight house., 5Sent a
pound of butter to Jackson that should have
gone to Battle Creek and was fired. Salary
of this position was §1 a day while hustling
freight and nothing per day while clerk in
the office.

'Came to Armour Institute for a mechani-
cal engineering course., Took rhetoric and
mechanical drawing and shop work, Passed in
rhetoric and quit school by request. This
wegs winter of 1901-19028, Stayed in Niles and
did nothing for nearly a year.

'Passed civil service examination as
postoffice clerk and carrier and earried mail
in Niles as a substitute at odd times., 1In
1903, got job as bookkeeper in Niles gas com-
pany's office, Held this Jjob till landed
with South Bend Times.'

'Gas company job started at $5 per week
and was raised to $6 the second ysar. Job on
South Bend Times was sporting editor, base-
ball writer, general sporting writer, dramatic
eritic, society reporter and court house re-
porter.

'My brother Rex and I arranged our
vacations in the fall so we could teke in the
world's series between Cubs and Detroit.
Series started in Chicago. Got an introduc-
tion to Hugh Fullerton, who was then on the
Examiner. Asked him if he knew of any jobs.
Sald he thought so., Made date to meet him in
Detroit at a series game, and there met Duke
Hutchinson, who signed me for the Chicago
Inter-Ocean. Record:

Jobs, Firead Per Cent

Lardner's use of practical jokes, which he often

employed in his stories, is still remembered in Niles.

1. Chicago Tribune (September 26, 1933).






10

One ineident is reminiscent of "My Roomy,” his story
of a bdall player who was slightly erazy. Lardner at
one time worked in Buchanan, a near-by town, and
usually ocame dback to Niles on weekends, oocanionilly
he would write his friends that he would be unadle to
make the trip the following weekend, and would sign
the note with the nams of a well-known Niles half-
wis,

A more detailed reeord of his eaotivities ineludes
the story of his final departure from Niles:

s ¢« ¢« I mat a repressentative of the "South
Bend (Ind.) Times,” who had eome up to Niles to
sign up my brother Rex. I knew that he was tied
up in eontracts with "The Niles Sun" and "The
Kalamazoo Gazette,” so I stole the job. I got%
*$12 a week and worked there for two years.

'y £irst assignment was to cover the wed-
ding of Mr. and Mrs. Clement Studedbaker, of the
automobile femily, whieh formed the baskdone of
South Bend's soo6ial existence. I amazed ny
editor by eoming back with exaetly five lines
of news. He didn't fire me, but assigned me to
eover a musical show that opened t$hat evening.,
Instead of giving the entertainment the boost
eustomary and expeoted of all small towa
:hon:rioal eritios, I roasted the pilees to

eath.

'This drought an avalansche of oritisism
down on my head from the owner of the theater,
Joseph E, Howard, who also owned and wrote the
show. I ourvivo& the storm, however, and the
boss put me to work eovering the state league
ball games.

tAltogether I had a lovely time on that
paper, In the morning I ocovered the poliee
stations and courts., Then I would drop over
to the Circuit Court to get the divoroce news,
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In the afternoon I went to the dball park. The
press box was a little sewing table right ous
on the field end I had a grand time ducking
foul balls. ¥When fouls were few the players
would come up and abuse me for not preising
them enough in my stories. In the evenings 1
eovered shows, Then I would go to the offiee
to write the day's events,

'+ » » I got & job [on the Inter-Ceean)
et $17.50 a week and wrote football, One of
my first assignments was to oover the Carlisle
Indians, who were running through signals at
Lake Forest in preparation for a game with
Chieago the following Saturday. 1 was stand-
ing on the field with Glenn Warner, their
eoach, when we heard some girls dehind us
talking., Ons said, "He must have some white
blood im him,"” They were talking about me,

'After a while I was offered £25 by the
"Chicago Examiner” to go South with the White
8ox for the spring sraining. That was in
1908, I sent back soms: comie sketohes of the
ball players whieh the sports editor threw
away, I don't blame him. They were terridle.
I admit 1it. After that I weat with the
*Chicago Tridbune."”

*In 1911 I married Miss Ellis Abbott of
Goshen, Ind,, and found a job with a weekly
ia S%. Louis ealled "The Sporting News," 80
§ wouldn't have to vd?f'if%ﬁfi'%g €0 out of

OWR .

.. tifter that I worked on "The Boston
American®™ as eopy reader. My oopy reading
days ended when I printed a story that Tom
Shevlin was dead, It later developed that
it was Shevlir's father who had pessed on,
After a bdrief spell on "The Chicego Herald-
Exeminer” I went to the "Chieago Tribune,®
where from 1913 to 1919 I oonigotol the "In
the Wake of the News™ ¢olumn,

Lardner's "In the Wake of the News" replaced
Bugh X. Keogh's sport eolumn "By Hek" whem Keogh

Y<{.  Hew York Berald Tribune (oSeptember 28, 193]
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4ied, 5inee Keogh's golumn "was eonsidered the dess

thing of 1ts kind ian the eountry,” Lardner's assign-

ment t0 it was an unqualified reeognition of his

ability as a sports writer.

used

made

18

*While on "The Tribune” I met a dall
player who eouldn't read or write and used
$0 dbring me letters from his wife to read
and enswer. The fellow was & grect alidi
artist and slways had an excuse for not send-
ing the money she sontinually pleeded for
and most likely needed.

'%e had a lot of fun kidding him on
dining cars during the out-of-town trips the
team made, He was a terridle eater, but
never knew what to order, as he souldn't
Tead the menus. He'd wait for us to order
and then say, "I'll take the saune,* When we
knew he was starving we'd wait till he was
seated at the taréc and them decide not to
order anything,'

The New York Times noted that originally Lardaer
from neeessity the sort of materialtithat later
him the ecuntry's leading humoris¥:

It was in an effort to turn out seven
solumns & week that Lardner hit upon the method
which was to make him famous., In hotel lobbies,
elubhouses, dugouts, he hed bdeen listening to
talk among the ball players -- using slang and
singular nouns and plural verbs mixed together.
One day in an effort to fill out his piece he
wrote a short dialogue supposeddy between two
pPlayers engaged in e Pullman ear poker game.

It was the mixture as noted above, with shrewd
touches of charaoter and the natural speeeh of
the lowbrow, -

The innovation was favoradly received.
Ia the world's series he invent a left-handed
pitocher of the Giants, who reported the games

I8, New York Times (oeptember 25, 1938).
16. New York Herald-Tribune (September 26,1933).



in the Lardner style. Fans began ssking who
the author was, and a friend, the late Charles
E, Van lLoen, a&viaed him to send some of his

work to the Saturday Evening Post. He did so
end a cheok and e ¢all for more ceme baeck, '

For the next six years Lardner continued
%0 £4l11 his eolumn on the Chieago Tri!ggp and
t0 write magazine stories. In 1919 he lefs$
the paper to join a newspapery syndicate [Bell
end moved to Great Neok, L. I. In the peri
before eoming East he published a number of
books == 'Bid Ballads,' 1915; *'You Know Me,
Al,' 1915; 'Gullidble's Travels,' 1517; *'Own
Your Own Home,' 1617; 'Treat 'Em Rough,'! 19183
'The Real Dope,*' 19183 ‘My Four Veeks ia
Prence,' 1918; and 'gho Young Immigrents
[(Immigrunts] ,* 1919,17

A% this point in his ocareer lardner was tremea-
dously popular. 4 spectacular demonstration of this
eane &t the Demosratic oconvention of 1920 in San
Frensiseo, where the Missouri delegation east one-
half vote for him,1®

Ascording to the New York Times Lardner had
only one reason for pmeferring New York to Chieago:

His ooming to New York was , « « fOr no
other reason than to be near the headquarters
of the theatre, Iis weekly sketch for the
syndicate eould be written in Chloago as
easily as in New York. Morris Gest, on a
visit West hud *'gambled’ and had givea him a
five-year gontract -« dbut that impresario 4did
not like Ring lLardner's plays. Other
managers refused them also,

In 1928 Walter Huston appeared in ‘Elmer
the Great.' This was satire, making the
Thiek-headed pitcher the butt of more than a
pessing Joke, 4ind then, a year later, eane .
e o YJune Moon,' whioh was suggested to George

17, New York Times (SepLomber Z7, 1998).
18, New York Heraslda-Tribune (September 26,1903),
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S. Kaufman and ¥r. Lardner by one of the
latter's short stories. ILie wrote the songs
for it, also.

Also in his period of the theatre belong
Mr. Lardner's sketohes and lyries. Baok in
1922, in the Ziegfield Follies of that year,
was a lardner basebsll scene, with none other
then %1ill Rogers as the veteran pitcher., A
bit later in the season he was represented in
'*The 49ers,' his contribution being en epile
of three fiskermen well out beyond the threee
mile 1limit, There were several sketches Ddy
him in 'The Nine Fifteen Revus' of 1930, and
a numbsf'?f Iyries 1o 'Sailes’ of the same
Joar.,

An ertiole on his song writing, incidentally,
was the only one of Lesrdner's writings ever rejected,
The story of its rejestion revescls Lardner's ironical
attitude:

e o+ o It was ordered by the late John
Siddall, editor of 'The Amerigsn Magazine,'
which at the time speciallzed In Tsuccess
stories. A4s he had not conveniently eome wp
from the gutter, Lardner deoided that he
would write on ‘My Sucocsss as a Song Writer.'
Conputing his time as worth 10 cents an hour,
he figured that he had lost something like
$4,300 in ettempting to eompose songs.
Siddall . . . sent it baock,<0

Songs, sketohes, and a weekly radio eolumn eOR~
stituted his last pleces of work., His ¢ampaign
egainst pornographic songs waes a high light of the

redio column, which appeared in The New Yorker,

No matter how melaneholy his work may appear to

be, Lardner himself was a charming person., He had

19. New York Times (September 27, 1053).
20. New York Ferald-Tribune (September 26,1933).
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few ¢6lose friends, but he kept them, TFven after he
left Niles permanently he never forgot the people
there. The following excerpt from a lotter written
to a former Niles acquaintange at Christmas time
during his early days in Chicago shows his thought-
fulness end cherm:

I em in my boarding house and next door
to me a young married pair are heving the loud-~
est quarrel I ever did hear, She clsims he
left her downtown without sarfare and he olaims
she is a liar, Vhereupon she claims he is mueh
more of a liar, I gather two morals «- never
let your wife go downtown and never board, « . «

*Twas the night before Christmas,
And all through the house

A oreature was squealing

So loud like a mouse,

KHer huesband had left her
%ithout the carfare

To bring her from downtown
where she had been there.
The Iie it wes passe

In two voieses imuense

And the cause of it all

was the sun of five oents,
The moral of this

I will tell you alone --

Be sure that your wile 21
Has some sense of her ovwn,

His lettera to his sister, iiiss Lena Lardner,
show his great regard for her. At Christaas tine
it was an amusing habit of his to send her the
sesason's greetings ia verses of his own making. In
1918 and 1928, for example, he sent the following

lines;

21, From a letter Im the Lardmer colleotion,
Fors St. Joseph Historical lMuseun.
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A CHRICTMAS WICSH

Thet Lena Lardner, Niles, Mioh.,
May never stiok her nose in a piockle dish,

A Christmas just reeking with joy an 2am1100
And anything else there is in liiles,

Among the bits of verse she reeceived is a parody
of The Rosary:

The hours I looked for thes, dear sox
ire a8 a oonstant peang to me,
I sort them over in my stoockingz bdbox,
Ky Bosiery

Eaoch heel a hole, each toe a tear,
Whioh hurt the feet most awfully.
I find one whioh looks good, and there
A vaocansy.

Oh, memories of breakfust passed,
Oh, oup of tea and tender rolls,
I grab a pair and strive right hard, at last,
To miss the holes, sweetheart,
To miss the holes.
Aococording to his sister, Lardner was exceedingly
goenerous with his friends, An article in the New

York Herald-Tribune also testified to Lardner's

generosity:

« o o wnen he achieved affluenee he oon-
tinually spent large sums backing unsuoccessful
plays and musical oomedies, « « « paying for
the edusation of struggling musiolans, and 23
helping out almost any one who approached him,
iLardner died at East Hampton, New York, Septem-

ber 25, 1933. The funeral rites were extremely
simple:

There was no minister, no eulogy, no

2E. FYrom Miss Lerdner's sorapbook,
23, (September £6, 1933).



flowers, The little grcup of ¢lcse friends

net at his home at 2 p. m,, entered the house
end locked the door.

Fifteen ninutes leter they caxe out and
acoompanied the body of the famous humorist
to Viddle Village, Queens, where 1t mas
orenated.l4
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CHAPTER T%O

TIE ZOSITION OF RING Lasllii IN TEE
ALWRICAN Ti=DITICK UF HUAQOR

The favorite type of bumorist in stmeriea has
been, et least until recently, the hcmely, siraw-
ohewins rustis exemplified by the latie ¥ill Rogers,
In the early days of the country, even before these
humorous sages were ereated c¢n paper, the oruasle-
style humorist promised to become & national in-
stitution. One of the early portrayers of the
Yunkee comie spirit was the aetor George Handel Hill,
¥e traveled over the country giving monologues, and
was well-received everyrhere, partioularly in New
England, where hs gained most of his knowledgs of his
eharsoter. "His Yankees, quiet and low-voiced . . »
whittled a great deal uand tslked quite as mueh, but
never very lcmd.."1 So scourate in his portrsyal of
the native Amerioun that 4during a performance in
kaine cne of the Yankee farmers "thought that Hill
had failed to arrive and thut the part was being
taken by one of his own neighbors,” Hill *"was full
of simple satire, and gave many a sly thrust &t New

| England pride before his native audiences, even touch-

1. Constance Rourks, American Fumor, p. iV.

i8
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ing on the cheracter of the original Pillirims, whom
he appeared to regard with bored 1rrevorenoe."2
During the late 1820's, ebout the saxe time that
E1l1 wsas revealing the Yunkee on the stage, Seba
Smith was creating & similar charaoter in & Portlaend,
Meine newspaper. The oharacter was Jack Downing.

»The Downing papers . . . were as Yankee as the moek
leatures of E1ll, and read as though they were spokea

or drawled., . . « in them the Yankee emerged in a new
role, as oraolo."3

Then, as later, the topics of etteck wers polities

and war:

During the Mexiean War Jaok Downing re-
fleoted, *'Some think the business[of annoxntion]
isn't profitable; but it's only bescause they
haven'$ ciphered into it fur enough to under-
stend 1t., Upon un average, we get at least ten
to one for our outlay, any way you ean figure
1t up == I mean in the matter of people,. Take,
for instance, the City of Xexico. It would eost
us only two or three thousand men to annex it &
.« o 8nd we gat at least one hundred and fifty
thousand in that eitys, . « . Some find fault
with the quality of people we'd gst in this
sountry, jest as if that had snything to do
with the merits of the case, They ought to re-
member that in a Government like ours, where the
people is used for voting, and where every nose
sounts one, it is the number we asre %o stan"
about in annexin' and not the quality. « « «

After Downing eeme Sam Slick, who first appeared
in 1838, Llthough he was the ereation of a Canadian,
Thomas C. Haliburtom, Slick's fundazental sharaoteris-
————p——WoUTES o5 STt DD, T9-20.

Se Mo. Pe 23,
4. 1bid., D, 24.




ties were dteruined to a ¢reat extent by his Yankee
newspeper predecessor., "ils possesses all shat
siemeless opportunism of the earller Jaok [Downing],
S Els

subject matter ineluded "internal improvements,

with the sententious wisdom of & Zrunklia."

elavery in the states, relations between the eolonies
and the motlier oountry, the foibles of womankind, the
virtues of a provideant rarmsr."°

Downing and Sliok were followed by Lowell's
versifying iiosea Blglow ia l34C. NMaay of the
qualities that ensured the popularity of Dowaing and
Sliok were &lso present ia luwell's chursoter:

Like Slick and Downing, Kosea o « « W8S &N ule

sohoonled Yankee with wise and emusing things

t0 say about politics. Like l'owning, he ine

sugurated his career as a writer whose efforts

were &pprecliated and prianted by a newspeper
editor. Laughable turns of Yankee speeoch and

{lifterate spelling, portraits of politieians

which had the asmusing quality of well-exeocuted

earicatures, craokerbox wit agd politinel
oomuentury attraeted readers.

The number of misspelling humorists in the
eraokerbox trudition increased. "For forty years or
more ufter Jack Dowanlng's firast &pearauce, the |
country was never without a Yankee oracle or evea
half a dozon.”e Among the oracles wes Artemus Ward,

whose "slow 8till arrows . . . struok deep iato

395} Jenetie Tandy, Crackerbox fhllosophers,
Pe .
6. Ibido. pe 41,

7. walter Blair, lative amerisan LEwmor, pe 47,
8. Rourke, Op. . oo PPe BO=g7, '
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sooial end political abaurditiea."9 There was
Fetroleum V, Nesby, ®ho, like Ward, mixed polities
and mispedling with a fine art:

1st 1 want a offis

2nd I need a offis

54 A offis wood suit me; therefore

4th I shood like $0 hev a offis.d0

Following the steady line of susch purveyors of
homeepun wisdom as %ard, Nasby, Josh Dillings, Bill
Nye, Bill Arp, Eli Perkins, and ecuatless others,
Finley Peter Dunne ereated the Irish-oracle, Mr.
Dooley, wvho kept the nation eamused and enlightened
for well over twenty years, Iore recently, the eomie
morologue in the orackerdox tradition was used on the
radio and stage by Will Kogers.
Lardner was in this tradition, with a difference.

To appreciate this differense fully, it must be noted
that the satire of the tradition was at bottom kindly.
Its keyncte was that while the world and its deaizens
needed a verbal s00l1ding now and then decauss of $00-
freguent backslidings, on the whole things were going
elong fairly well., In 1911 ur. Dooley eould socument
on the sountry's illogieal thirst for a better order

in this manner;

Oh, £'r a Lloses to lead us out of th'
wilderness an' elane th' Augeeyan stables an'

9. Kourke, op. 0it., p. 221,
10, Ivid., poear— "
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steer us between Silly an' Yhat's-it's-name

an' hoist th' snow-white banner iv civie

purity an' break th' feathers that bind a

free people an' seize th' hellum iv state

fr'm th' piratical crew an' restores th'
heritage iv our fathers an' ¢leanse th'

etain fr'm th' fair name iv our gr-reat city

an' ocure th' evils iv th' body pollytiek an'

ory havio an' let loose th' dogs iv war an'
oaptain th' uprisin' iv homest manhcod aginm
th' eohorts iv corruption an' shake off the
ocoller riveted on our neocks by tyrannissl
bosses. Where is loses ?

It will be noted that the philosophy inherent
in this is that while the situation is dad, it is
not hopelees; it might, with help, sven 1nprovo;
That same feeling was a part of %ill Rogers' eharm,
It is the charm of being adle to laugh at the human
rase without despising it, without bitterness, or
despair.

This was what Lerdner, st least in the nain
body of his fiction, was incapable of doing. He
lacked optimism. Unable to see the soeial order ia
eny other period than his own money-grabbing,
materialistio age, where every family had a stoek-
market ohance of becoming wealthy withouts effors,
and having only contempt for the status quo, he
pilloried doth his sontamporeries and his times,
apparently not pausing to eonsider whether people
hed alvays bsen as self-centered and morally dis-

honest as he saw them, or whether society might con~

I, Nark Sullliven, Our limes, vol. 4, p. 124.

\



celvebly change by worshipping somc oth.r god tham
the dollar, I.e knew the self-satisfied people of his
own era $oo well, tlis knovledge came from what he
eaw, end what he saw his eye fixed on without shifte
ing:
¥as there need for a nobler view of man's

activity ? %Yhat eould be more inspiring than

Chrysler'e glistening tower ¢ If you wantsd

new feelings, you voyagsed t0 new vistas, with

Cereral Kotors, ¥Y¥hat institution was solider

than Prudential Iife, with its Roek of

Gibralter ermbedded in mortuary statisties ?

At the identisal moment Ameriecen Tel and Tel

sould line your purse and transmit your Joy %0

the four eorners of the universe, t was the

playtime of streamlining oepitslism. . . .12

Lardner's trecedy == if it was one -- was that
he eould see more olearly thsn any of his conteme
poraries, but could not reason beyond his sight., He
ocould penetrate the muddy current of existence that
people fouled with their cheap 1dsals, but his
searching eye always halted where the spiritual £ilth
was deepest, and, to him, bottomless.

It wes here that Lardner left tradition and took
& lonely bypath, #%here those who had gone before him
had"csucht the scattered life of the time not realise
tioelly but with preposterous inflation,” his owa
sharper ear and eye used language to ¢éatch more
aocurately than any one before him the nuances of

American speech, snd, more important, the real

12, Taxwell Celismar, writera in Crisis, p. S.
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charasoter of the people using it.l3 Instead of be-

eoming the urbane, kindly oritioc, he "became the

mordant ehronioler of a moribund social order."14

Constange Hourke speaks of this queality in Lardaer:

Like the oheracters of the early eomie
teles, his people are nomeds, They have Jus$
moved into & meighborhood end ere soon to
move away; they lack backgrounds, they are
saen only in pairs or trios, seen without
Tarilies often, or only with a boresome friemd.
014 couples out of their native habitats sum
their bones among other old eouples just as
homeless along the ourbdbs or in the parks of
Florids' = winter resorts. tTven those tales
which have to do with a group ere projeeted
ageinst a void, or egainst some trensitory
sgene like a hotel, & train, a baseball park.
Here indesd are femiliar subdbjects, femiliar
turns of story-telling, with intensifications
of mood and a eonsidereble difference in the
effect of finel ocharacter end the sense of
charaoter. « « « These people might be the
final product of e humor that had worn away
idiosynorasies, taking with it all the edged
elements of oharacter. They are Aunericang
they are nothing but American, and essential
to all parts of the oountry.15

Lardner, Miss Rourke notes, retains thie oomie
basis, but his final effeet is destrustion, nos
laughter:

All his stories turn on humor; pragtieal
Jokes make the substance of many situations
as in an eariier day, but im the end the
brutality whioh underlies them is exposed.
That innooenscs which once waé made a strong
strain in Armerican portrayals - -is seen uneom~
bined with shrewdness and revealed as abysmal
stupidity. . . « Lardner has pushed the momno~
logue to an ultimate revelation by a series
of negations; his tie is with thet Yankee arst

1%, Rourke, op. oit., p. 223.
l4. GCeismar, Op. ¢it., p. 3.
16. Rourks, op. oIt., pp. 292-93,



whiekh galned its effects by negation and a
pervasive, theme, Derision decomes an ous-
ward shell oovering a multitude of subtmerged
emotions, rage, fear, bewilderment, an awke
ward love; the blank formula takes on in-
tonsity; emotion is still inarticulate, as
earlier under the eomic sway, but it surges
toward the surface.l$

1%, iouk.. op. mc, PP BO8-04,



CHAPTER THRER
THE CRITICISM OF LARDNER

The tardy recognition of Lardner for what he
vas, & satirist first and a humorist second, 1is
evidenee that the opinions of erities are mob always
%0 be taken at faee value. There were, however, many
reasons £or the universal misunderstanding of
Lardaner's workj the feot that he eame into the
1iterary world wearing the motley of misspelling,
usually the gard of the humorist; the dumdness of his
busher hero, Keefe; the fast that his first stories
dealt with baseball, a baskground whish previously
had never beem used for serious writing; and, lestly,
the sheathing of humor that eovered his tales. IS
was undoubtedly the humor that deluded the magasine
readers; what deluded the orities is anyone's guess.
At any rate, Lardner.was aot givea any eritieal eon-
sideration until H. L. Mencken recognized the
artistry deneath the misspelling.

In 1930, after speaking disparagingly of the
' middle luyer of Amsriean literature, eontainmed in
popular magazines and best-seller books, Menckea

said;
e ¢ o & great deal of it -- for example,
the work of Mrs. Rinehart, and that of Corra




Harris, Gouveraeur Morris, Herold MaeGrath

and the late O, Henry -- shows an unmistakable
technical excellence, and even a certainm
eivilized sophistieation in points of view.
Moreover, this literature is constantly
greduating sdept professors into something
finer, as witness Booth Tarkinton, Zoma Gale,
Ring W, Lardner, and Montague Glass.l

In 1928 Sherwood Anderson wrote a very impression-
istiec estimate of Lardner. It was hardly an

analysis; it was rather a eulogy and an apology, and
it merely skirted the underlying intent of Lerdner's
writing. Anderson felt that Lardner hed "more under-~
standing of life, more human sympathy,” than Simelair
Lewis, and that he hed as mueh knowledge of the man
in the street as Mark Twain. But beeause of Lardaer's
super-sensitivensss and fear of being hurs, Andersoa

stated, the smpathy was not revealed in his otorios.'

In 1923 Carl Van Doren stated:

e o o Mr, Lardner, in his books at least, gives
BO sign of any o:%h:tio or intellestual eoncera.
He laughs at affectation; he is jovial toward
foolishness; he portrays dullness without anger.
His instinets for the faots of l1life and for the
somedy of facts is too strong for him to feel
obliged to bring his more serious reading of
existenee into his sccounmts, Ae his hard-boiled
herces teke their locok at the world, uninfeeted
by 1%s novelty or dy its oomplexity, he forgets
how thiek-skinned they are, becsuse they tiekle
him so mueh by their self-reliance.d

At the time this was written Lardner's busher
stories had been rumning in The Saturday Eveaimg Post

Y. Prejuldices (ind series), p. o8.
8. "Four Ameriean Ilfro-sion:,' New Republie,
XXXII (Oetober 11, 1928), 171-73, -

3., "Beyond Gremmar," Century,LXXXIV (July,
1923), 474.




sinee 1914’and had oomé out im book form; Gullibdble's
Travels had been published, along with Own Your Own
Home. In reading those, at least now, it 1is 4diffieult
to agree with the statement that Lardner "forgets how
thiock~-skinned"” his charasters are. Lardner never
forgets the armor-like ego of his heroes; om the eon-
trary, he proves its indestruotability by his constant
attacks on it. After Fred Gross -- and the name seems
to be significant -~ i{n Owa Your Own Home gets his
house built and finished his dealings with the dank
and the arphitoot and the landscapers and the plumbers,
the humor of the story also ends, The rest of the
story is a reeital of the praestieal jokes that Gross
plays om his next-door neighbor, and the jokes cem de
elassed only as moronis., Even Martin, supposedly a
2019 iatelligent person than Gross, although the
latter 1s a detestive, hangs black orop.'on Gross'
door to Miep his guests away, agd gets the fire de-
partuent to flood the first floor of Gross' house.
It is hard to believe that Lardner was "siekled” by
sharsoters of that kind,

More accurately, I believe, Mr., Vaa Doren éool
on to say:

the lﬁo;t.ntigrgfaggff%ﬁid:;:;: :zgf;tt::.tg:;.

have their lack of personal dignity, undis-

turbed dy the figure they out when duffeted or
tumbled about. .ind this is beocause, like the




charaseters of fzroe, they give the impression
of living in space, but not in time. 1Ia the
world of reality and of realistie art the
people who live there are forever growing,
besoming. They oannot stand still, like
puppets ready to be dressed up for any plos
or like weathervanes revolving with whatever
wind may blow, It is Mr, Lardner's failure
to perceive this, or to act upon the peroep-
tion if he has 1%, that exeludes him from

the rank %o which his capacities should ad-
nit him, He has created convinoing charastersg
he has put eonvimoing words into their mouths;
he has set them going im a eonvinocing dance of
1ife. But there he has stopped, too often
eontent to play old tricks untii the aotion
seems meshanieal and his audience wonders
whether his characters are convinoing, after
all. He has still to rid himself of the
ephemeral qualities botg of the sporting page
and of the oomic strip.

Lardner never wholly lost the "oomie strip
quality referred toj the reason, apparently, lay ia
the fundamentally pessimistioc quality in himself,
It 1s elear, at least in his more purely satirieal
work, that Lardner had Ro faith that the average
Amsriean "grows®, To say that he was ocontemptuous
of his fellow men would probably be %00 strong a
statenent, but if he saw them without eontempt, he
also saw them asourately, and they remeined forever
the same in his eyes;: small-souled, egotistical,
dollar~loving. His sharaéters lasked substance be-
Wauss® people themselves were mere voids, mouthing
inanities and banalities consistently and endlessly.
A ¢lose study of the petty ideals of the characters

€. ‘“Beyond Grammar,"” Century, 47/5.
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in Gullible's Travels, of Keefe the busher, reveals

the vaouum-1ike personalities of Lardner's people.
Gilbert Seldes, speaking of Lardner's gift for
reprodus ing Amerieen speeeh, asked: "What is the
use of Babbitt in five huadred pages if we have
Lardner in five hundred words 2"° Seldes further
sommented that "It may shook Mr, Lardner to know
that he has done in little what Xr Joyee has done on
the grand seale in Ulzsoos.'5
Seldes speeks of Lardner's satire ia more detail:

Indeed 1 feel that there must de hiddea
parody in the earlier writings of Mr Lardner
%00, because he 1s 80 clean in his handling 1%
now, Satire in detail he hed -~ there is a
diotionary of it im his one word *he-ll.'
Elsewhere, in a series later then You Know le,
Al he has desoribed a half-futuous, Ralf~
Rerdheaded roughneek dragging his 811ly and
schemning wife and sister-in-law through the
hotels end apartments of the backwash of
~soelety, and the story grew more and more sar-
donie, more and more entertaining; little of
the aimless, siekly, trivial life of the
merely prosperous escaped him,?

In 19028, in a review of ¥hat of It ? dy "D. R.",
Lardner was termed the reigning jester, end the
ssoent was still om his funniness.® 1In 1926,
Lardner’s "Hairout" was ealled by Robers Littell "a

complete, rather sardonie, rather toushing story. .

5. ATEO Seven Lively Arts, p. 118,
6. do. Pe .
7. 1bid.
8. TThe Reignimg Jester," The Indspendent,CXIV
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« «*7 Littell went on to ssy that "his humor is
native . . . but 1% is not light, frivolous; rasher
does it seenm weighted with the realization that men
ere men end women women, $ragiec and comie all at
onoe. . » "9 sueh literary evesiveness 1is a good
example of what happens when a writer obdviously
changes ¢olors dbut is still regarded in the light of
the original valuation. Lardner started with the
reputatioa of a humorist, and most of his eritice
and reviewers were reluctant to relinquish their
first, and easier, evaluation of his work,

In 1927, Stuart Sherman wrote:

e « o This pleturesque, garrulous,
slovenly speesch whioh he imputes to most of
his persons is not a mere transoription of
the vulgar tongue, it is an artful seleotion
from the popular speech, orattilI employed
in the business of evisgeration.ll
In 1928, Wyndham Lewis said of Lardner:

o o« ¢« Ho 18 00l0ossel without deing 4dull -

that is what he aims at and that is what he
ashieves, If he does not spell properly
well, the Fathers of English Literaturs lem
ironio reference to Ezra Pound's ghampioning
of a literary eult that writes by "instinet"]
eouldn't either; and if he ¢en spell, dut
won't, well, then he's like a lot of other
people. 1y money is on Lardner for ‘.1f§
read longer than his competitors. . . .-

In 1929, T. 8. Mathews wrote:

9. ". « .And other Stories,” New HRepublies,
XLVIII (September 89, 1926), 148.
10, Ibia,
11. The Main Stream, pp. 170-71.
12, TIme and VWesiern Man, p. 46.
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e o o I'e writes for money -~ as what
seusible author 4oes not == dbut he has often
been able to twvist the pattern of his stories
into e really artistie form, and still,
strangely enough, muke the stories salable,
Angels oan 4o no more, Chekespsare could do
no more. But the sale of ert is too much
regarded nowadaeys as a mirasle, or a scandal,1d

Referring to Round Up, Mathews went on to say:

e o o The populer and the enti-popular
are curiously mingled in his latest dbook., Im
some of these stories he has undoudtedly gone
too far for his original pudlie. It would bde
interesting to know, for 1nstanoo: what editor
first accepted 'The Champion' or *The Love
Nest,' or 'A Day with Conrad Green' ~- more
interesting, perhaps, to know whet editors
refused to print thenm.l4

In enother review of Round Up im 1929, Allan

Nevins stated:

e« » o« If not precisely an urbane satire,
it 1s nearly always kindly. There ia nothing
sardonic, mordant, or superior about it. . .
o When he goes despest, you find that his
note is rather amused pity than seoraful
amusement.lS

Comment of this kind, even for a book review,
is almost inexcuseably bad. ™Champion,™ one of the
stories printed in Round Up, is sompletely savage

and meroiless. The portrait of Midge Kelly is that

13, "Lardner, obakespeare aend Chekhov," New
Republio, LIX (lay 22, 1929), 3Z6.
. 1Ibid. The queation raised by Mr. Mathews
Was answered In part dy an artiocle in the New York
Herald Tribune September 26, 1933. It stated: "'The

§a¥uran¥ Tvening Post' . turned dowa 'Harmony,
e Golden Homeymoon?' ana :Champion,' but the first

two were eagerly snapped up by Ray Long, then editor
of 'The Cosmopolitan'e o « o " . Review of

15, "The Amerioean Moromn,” Saturday Heview o
Literature, V (June 8, 1929), 1089,



of a person without one saving gracej he starts hie
eareer by robbing aad hittinz his erippled brother;
by striking his mother and then leaving home, He
deserts his pregnant wife after he has been foreed
to marry her; he asccepts a bribe to throw a dbout
early in his boxing eareer; he ignores, while a
echampion, sll appeals from his fauily for finaneial
help; he breaks a verbal agreexzent with a maneger
who has guided him to the ekempionship; he throws
over & girl he has been keeping, and steals his new
manager's wife. There is certainly nothing kindly
adout that satire., "A Day with Conrad Creen” is in
the seame vein, GCreen, a theatrieal producer, welshes
oR a bet; he underpays his employees; he uses other
men's ideas for scenes after he has refused to gomn-
sider them worth buying; he 1s unfeithful to his
wife. The only thiﬁg a person otn be sure of about
Green is that he will bdbreak his word. “Amused pity"™
is herdly an ascurate desoription for stories like
that.

Iuch more accurate is Clifton Fadiman's review
of Round Ups

o o o 88sentially he is not a humorist

at all. I can laugh at P, G, Wodehouse and

A. A, Milne, dut I drew only one real guffaw

from 'Round Up'. Mr. Lardner is the dead-

liest because the o0oldest of Ameriean

writers. Unlike Sinelair Lewis, he is with-
out a soft streak. lie really hates his
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characters, Lhates them so much that he has
ecesed to be indignant at them, There is
almost no emotion left., Ikis satire is abe
solutely ncgetive; that is why it will
never ocause a revolution in Americen
manners, as ‘'jiain Stireet,' in its minor
way, dii. e o ¢ 1 Bpeak here, of course,
only of those half dogzen roaily amazing
stories that have issued Ifrom the deepest
layer of Mr. Lerdner's mind: Hairout, Cham-
pion, A Dey with Conred Green, The Love
Nest, The Golden Honeymoom, and ly Roomy
(whioh, superficially a Four lLarx Brothers
comedy, is really one of the most eoldly
horrible stories ever written).16

The eritical opinion of Constance Hourke has

been expressed in a previous ehapter. Her Ameriean

Humor was published in 1931, end she, like Shermam

and Fadiman, noted the brutality econtained Lardner‘'s

work.

Fadiman's analysis of Lardner is perhaps the

most uncompromising:

The special foree of Ring Lerdner's work
springs from a single faot: he Jjust doesn't
like people, Except Uwift, no writer has
gone farther on hatred alone., I believe he
hates himself; more certainly he hates his
sharacters; and most clearly of all, his
charcoters hate eaeh other. Out of this
integral-triune repulsion is dora his iey
satirie power.l?

Speaking of Lardner's mimiery of American speeeh,

Fadiman is equally positive;

« « o he uses[Anerican conversation]as a
prime means of showing up, wishout comment, the
fuzzy, flat, miserable mind of the Ameriean
boodb., + « « Lerdner never wastes s word; each
twisted idiom, each horrible neologism, is a

537.

1¢, "Roundup," ILe hztion, CAAVil (May I, 1029),
17, "Ring Lardner end the Triengle of Late," The

Nation, CXXXVI (March 28, 1933), 315.
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stab, an expression of his fascinated hatred.

To ses how implemental, how purposive is
his style it 18 only necessary to note the
twist he lends to our traditional humor of
exaggeration. Then Kark Twain exaggerates
it is to prosure en effesct of comie absurdity:
but when Lardner says, 'he give her a look
that you could pour on a waffle,' the mad
metaphor has the power to f1ll us with an in-
stantaneous korror of all sentimental
efteotion, 1S

— 18. ©"Ring Lerdner end the Iriengle of Hate,” The
Netion, S18%.



CHAPTER FOUR
LARDNER'S WORK

Lardner prodused three fairly distinet kinds of
writing. One was pure and mereiless satire, and is
eontained almost wholly in his fietion; the second,
more charaeteristie of his non-fiotion, was also
satire, dut mueh more humans and kindly; the third
vas wildly taravcgans noasense reminiseent of
Carrol’s Alice in Wonderland. In oritical appraisals
of Lardner's work the firet kind, the clearly brutal
satire, has been emphasised most, usually at the ex-
pense of the other two. For that reasom, the réllow-
ing ehapter will eonsist of a eomparison of the
satire of his stories and the satire of his non-
fietion, with a final comment On his farcicality, a
quality ia Lardner that seemed so at variance with
the savagery of his fietion., By using the method
of side~by-side esomparison, it is hoped that a more
rounded pieture of Lardnerisyriting ean be obtained.

I
Satire on Men
Lardner's ochief objeot of attack was man's ego.

There are many stories that reveal this. The plot

36
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of "The Maysville Minstrel" is dased on a pruetiecal
Joke that temporarily eonvinees a gas company worker
that he is another Eddie Guest, a ecomvietion made
possidle by the man's delief that writing poetxy 1is
fairly easy. ™A Caddy's Diary” also reveals it, in
the naive assumption of the eaddy that writing "“is a
nag” shat ean bde sequired without too mueh trouble.
Probabdly the most direot and constant revelatioa of
ego 1is im Lardner's stories of Jack Keefe,

On his way to Franee, Keefe writes Al: "Between
you and I Al what 1 am ssared of most is that Florrie's
mind will de affected if anything happens to me . . .

Ql '

Every girl who looks at him or speaks to him, for
whatever reason, is oonsidered by Keefe as having a
orush on hims

Well_they was 3 janes omn the Jjob [;a the
Red Oross] and 2 of them would be safe any-
wheres you put them but the other one is Class
A+ o « and the minute we dlowed in she didn't
have no eyes for only me. « « « I smiled daek
at her and after that Carsomn might as well of
been mowing the lawn out ia Nobody's Land,2

The harder he tries to avoid an affair, the more
oertain he is to deocoms involved:
But 1t does seen like fete or something

that the harder I try and not get mixed up in
a flirtation I ean't turn around you might say

1. Th Rafbo . .1‘6.



but what they's some gal popping up on my
trail. ¢« ¢« o

Keefe is positive that his personality is as
irresistible to the men as to the women:

¢« o« o« I and Alcook are on speaking turns
again and I am glad to not de soraping with
him because ]I donit never feel right unless
I am pals with everybody but they can't no«
body stay sore at me very long end sven wheam
some of the boys in basedball use to swell up
when I pulled 1 of my gags on them it
wouldn't last long because I would Just smile
n:lthem and‘would half to smile bnok and be
P&l8s ¢ o+

In exchanges of repartee with his duddies Keefe's
answers are remarkable only for their unoriginality,
but in his opinion they are always devastatingly
brilliant. He deseribes one of them to Al, with‘fho
usual results:

¥ell we was kidding dack and fourth
about winning meddles today and ome of the
saert alex in our Co. a bird nemed Johnny
Aleock that is always trying to kid some-~
body all the time he said to me 'Well I
suppose they will half to build more ton-
nages to carry all the meddles you will
win back to the statesi' So I said 'Well
I guess I will win as many of them as you
will win.' Thsat shut him up for a wile
but finely he says 'You have got enough
shest to wear a whole Junk in ft.' So I sa
said 'Well I am not the baby that can'$
win them.' 3So he says 'If you ever happea
to be snooping around the bosh trenchs
when Fritz elimbs over the top you will
eome bdeck so fast that the Kaiser will
want to know who was that speed merchant
that led the ocharge and decorate you with
a iron oross,' So I said *'I will degorate
you right in the eye one of these days.'

Eﬁ- . p‘ ih.




So he had to shut u g and all the other boys
give him the laugh.

His belief thet he is one of the greatest ball
players in history is unassailabdble. le is forever
leaving whatever topic is under disoussion and
launching into his baseball exploits., Ie ie a hero
in ell his stories, and wvhen a game he is pitohing
is lost, it is always begauss some team membder let
him down, or the wind "ereates havioe" with fly
balls, or else the umpire s:ddenly hes paralysis of
the right arm and oalls nothing but balls. Keefe
tries to ereate the impression that he speaks of
his daseball experiences only with the greatest re-
luetanoce, but invariebly he reveals his true charac-
ter in the prooess;

» ¢« » the boys is putting on s enter-
taimuent over to the Y. M, Co As ¢ + « and

they easked me would I give them a little

Salk on basedall and I said no at first -dut

they begred me and finely I zive my oonsent

but you know how I hate makeing speeches

and ete, but a man don't hardly feel likg

refusing wvhen they want me 80 dad, « . «

Keefe not only gives the spesch, but, with the
same reluoctance, writes an article for the eompany
paper on "War and Baseball £ games where brains wins,"
After the artiole is printed Keefe's fellow-soldiers

send him a letter which is signed "Black Jaock

'"""5""?5"§oa1 ﬁbEe, Pp. 65-68,
6. m.. Pe
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Pershing, Folies Bergere, Paris, France." In 1%
Keefe is requested to supply Pershing with any
"gtratejy" in dasedball that might apply to warfere.
Keefe is an easy victim and writes several letters,
and to the end believes that Pershing would have seen
him personally exeept for the feet that he missed
rifle prastice on the day the general inspected the
sompany.

The main safeguard for Keefe's ego is his short
memory, It is this gharecteristie which Vam Doren
referred to as "the comic strip quality of Lardner's
eharacters.”™ During the first part of the $trip Keefe
had t0ld Al that he has a huneh that the sonvoy will
go down, leaving Florrie a widow. As they near port,
however, his attitude obanges:

Well 0ld pal « « » We are out of the
danger zone and pretiy near in port . . .«

and I guess the boys feels a whole lob

hetter then when we was out there where

the subs oould get at us but between you

end I Al I never thought about the subs

all the way over only when I hea;d SORS~

body else talk about them. « « »

4l epparently does not answer many of Keefe's
letters, Xeefe's explanation is probably wide of
the truth, but it is true to oharaeter: ", , » I
know why you don't write much because you haven't
got nothing to write staying there in Bedford. . . .”e

v. The Resl bone' PDo éﬁ"z’o
8. Ibid., p. 36.
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In the same letter he adds: "But of ocourse its
different with a man like I because I am always
where they is something big. . .« ."9
In contrast, Lardner's non-fistional satire
is more pointedly humorous, as well as more kindly.
The barded point is still present, but the emphasis
i3 on the laugh, and the feeling imparted is g more
tolerant one. His "In Conference™ bdrings out the
ludrisousness of business conferences., A lr., Harvey
Hester attempts to ses Mr. Lansing, and the latter’s
seoretary informs him that Mr. Lansing 1s im eonfer-
ence, and it is agusinst the rules to disturb eompany
officers while they are in eonference. The "¢oAm-
ference™ is a disoussion of vhat to 40 about an une
stanped letter whieh the company has received notioce
is waiting for them at$ the pos$ offiee. The main
question is whether the letter is worth the time
and expense of sending for it. The talk soom turns
$0 what tke sonference memdbers were doing fifteen

years ago, to poetry, t$o home life, to mutual ac-

quaintances, to basedall, to Scotoch and light winesand

beer, In the neantime, iir. Hester gets impatient:

'Plecse have Mr., Lansing's secretary
come out here agein,' he said,

Ao ¥, OF As Te ?' asked the girl.,

‘A, T.,' said Hester,

The seoretary oame out.

~%. The neel Dope, P. S6.



'liaten,' sald Hester. 'If I can't see
%r%'LcnsLng right this minute 1t°1l1l de too

ate.’

*I'm sorry, dbut I can't interrupt him
when he's in oonference,*

'all right,* said Hester. 'Will you
please give him this neassage 2 Youtve got
my name., kr. Lansing end I were in school
toge.her and were more or less friendly.
Tell, I was tipped off this morning -«
don't need to tell you how «= I was tipped
off ttat Mrs, lansing is leaving for Chicago
on the 12:05 trein, /,nd ahe isn't leaving
alone, <he's eloping., I thought ¥r,
Lansing might want to try to stop her,'

tWhat time 18 1t now %"

*Seven minutes of twelve,' said Hesater.
'He ean Just make it,'

*But he's_still in oconferencs,' said
the secretary,.l0

Desoriding the attaxmpts men make to quit whea

ahead in poker, Lardner lists the following:

Like for inst, 1 was amongst the heavy
sugar men in a so-called friendly stud game
2 or 3 weexs a¢o and one of the other boys
vas @130 behind and I was setting almost opp.
him end 1 never seen nodbody &> wide awa:a@ and
finely he win B pots in sucoesaion and wes
more winner then he had beea lossr and all of
a sudden hs was osesed with a ettzoik of sleepe
ing sickness thourh it could not of been more
than 4 o'clook snd when he yawned you ocould
of thrown a bzsketbhll down his throaat end
trey had to dash loe-water in his fougeoe when
it was his turn to deal,

‘30 he had to eash in end go to bed and
the only wonder was that he oould make suoh
a accurate oount of _his cheoks wile prae-
tally unoconscious.

II
Batire on %omen

In Lardner's story-world husbends 4o not enjoy

48
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their wives; they merely endure them. There are few
admiredble women in his gallery of portraits. Lardner
almost invariebly accented the worst in them: their
financigl greediness, exemplified by Grzce in "Chame
plon"§ by Helen in"June loon"; by Ella in "Big Towa"j
their narocissus natures (true of most Lardner charn.;
ters, dbut brought out most frequently in his women),
such as that of Florence of ®Ex l'arte”, Boas of "Vater
Cure”; their eattiness, as in Mr. Martin, of Own Your

Home, "the lLiissus” of Cullible's Travels, iiss

Gillespie of "Some Like Them Cold", and Miss Lyons,
the nurse of "Zone of Quiet;" their soeial-climbing -
urge, best revealed by the lissus in Gullible's

Travels and Ella in "Big Town." In addition, Lardher
satirizes their stupidity, their heartlessness, their
inane eonversation = prabtlcally every unlovable
quality they posasess.

Grace, in "Champion,” has been kept by Kelly
trqm the time he hae gained a néma for himself in
boxing. The emphasis is that she is a blocd-sucker
atteched to Kelly's bankroll, which is sonsiderabdle,
because he is a headliner in his olass. The first
indicetion of Grece's finanoial sense comes when she
writes Kelly on the eve of a bout. She says:

¥ell hon I will send you a telegram
Saturday and I elmost forgot to tell you 1




will ne=d some mors money, a couple hundred
say and you will have to wire it to me as
soon_as you zet thia, You will won't you
hon.

Kelly's manager remonstrates when Kolly‘tolll
him to wire Grasce the amouat, re¢alling that he sent
her thres hundred a week ago, but she gets the money.
In order to get more money, Grace eonvinses Kelly
that he should break his verdal agreement with Haley,
his manager, who takes twenty-five psr cent of his
earnings. Kelly does this, and the rezult is shown
when Graoe returns from a shopning trip:

'Well ?' she said.

'Well,' sald Nidgs, *I got rid of him,'

'Good doy $' said Graoe. 'And now I
think you might give me that twenty-five per
cent,"'

‘Besides the seventy-five you’re already
gettint ?' sald Midgs.

'Don't be no grouch, hon, You don't look
pretty when you're grouohy.'

*It ain't ny business to look pretty,’
¥1dge replied.

'iait till you see how I look with the
stuff I bought this mornint'.'

Midge glanoced at the bundles en the
lounge.

'There's Haley's tvigtyorlvo per cent,'

he said,'and then some,’
Eiléen im June Yoom, the suvcoessful Broadway
play written by Lardner and George S. Kgufman, has
| bsen the mistress of a well-known theatrieal producer.
¥hem the play opens, hoever, she is in the diseard

and looking sbout for the next best opportunity.

18, nound Up, pp. 180-21.
13. 3Iold., p. 128,
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A young and promising lyriec writer-eeems & possibility.
One of his songs is acoepted, andpilaon immediately
inveigles him into a promise of marriage; after that she
persuades him to ask for edvsnoe royslties, until he
has borrowed more money than the song will probdadly
earn, She also persuades him into planning a honey-
mooa trip to Europo.l‘
Neither Ella nor Kate of "Big Town"™ ¢an lose money
without verbal fireworks, This is in spite of the
fast that each of them is worth about seventy-five
thousand dollars. Accompanied by her husband, Ella
attempts to get her sister Kate a husband. They
meet Daley, & weslthy sportsman who owns a string of
reace horses. Daley is infatuated with Kate &nd
supplies the three with several money-making tips on
the races. 4ill goes well until he edvises them to
bet twelve hundred &ollars on his dest horse. Kis
Joskey @ouble-~grosses him and the horse loses,
Ella's husbend tells the result:
¥e oome back to our table. The gals
sunk down in their ohairs., Flla was blubper-
ing and Kate was white as a ghost. Daley
finally joined us, looking like he'd a stroke.
He asked for a drink and I give him my flask,
'T oan't understand it {' he says. "I
doa't know what heprened '
'You 4on't ' hollered Kate, 'I'1l]l tell
you what happened. 7You stole our monox ]
Twelve hundred dollars ! You oheat $'19

T4, June Noom,pp. S If.
15. round Up, pPe. 543,
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Cold-blooded greed 1s eviuced by Kate when she
is being eourted by Codd, e famous young aviator
who has invented a new airplans that promises
millions, In demonstrating it he 1s killed. The
eoccident, however, does not upset Xate:

¥ile I and Elle was getting ready for
supper I made the remark that I s'posed we'd
live in a vale of tears for the next few days.

*No,*' said Flla. 'Sis is taking it pretty
¢elm, She's sensidle, <Che says if that could
of happened, why the invention couldn't of
been no good efter all, and the Villiemses
probedly wouldn't of give him a plugged dime

for it,' 18

One of the major motivations of Lardner's
women is their self-love, The girl in "Who Dealt 2"
has acquired a husband because of an unfortunate
love aeffair of his. Because Le knews he has been
drinking ¢oo much, he promises her he will quis,
stating that if she sees him teke another &rink she
will know thet he no longer ceres for her, The
story is a monologue of the wife's, told while she
and her husbend ere pleying bridge with the girl
her husband lost, and the girl's husbend. The
wife?s chatter reveals her husbaud's attémptis to
- rebuild his life in spite of the wife he has chosen,
and how he has catered to all of her unreasonable
demands. In the end her garrulousness proves her

undoing; in telling everything -- end everything in

18,  round Up, pp S2l-2¢.
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hsr estimation is proof of her husbend's devotion
to her -~ slie Breaxs dovn his determiamation to keep

the surface of the marriage happy, and he starts
drinking.l7

Florence of "Ex Parte"” has a phobia for Eearly
kmericen furniture. Her husbend, not knowing this,
buys en expensive new house with mcdern furnishings.
Wnen he shows Florence the house, ", . . she aoted

all the while as if she were playing the title role

st o runeral."la It doesn't matter to Florence that

her husband doesn't likes renovated dbarns, or that he
has bought the house to pleasé her. They visit some
friends of Florence's and Florense is eostatie over
their "period~ hous§ and furnishings. Vhen they
return home there is a week of feminine silenoce,
after whioh the husband finally rebdels:

At lunoh on Saturday 1 said: ‘'You kaow
I 1ike the silent drsma one evening a week,
but not twenty-four hours a day every day.
What's the matter with you ? 1f it's laryne
gitis, you might write me notes.'

1?11 ¢tell you vwhat's the matter ' she
burst out. 'I hate this house and everything
in it ¢ It's too new § Everything shines %

I loathe new things ! I waat a home like
Mildred's, with things in it that I can look
at without blushing for shame, I can't in-
vite anyone here. It's too hideous. 4nd I'll
never be happy here a single minute as long as
I live §'19

48 a result of this, the husband gets drunk om

17, Rouﬁ _25 s PP 317-528,
180 TBIEO. po 214.
1i9. mo s Po 2l9.
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some "Early snerieen rye" and ¢ores home armed with
a blow torch end an exe and begins to "antique™ the
dining room. Florence lesves him.

Self-love is further deronstreted by Bess in
"¥ater Cure”, ©She 18 essisted in her search for a
husband by Ler sister, dbut the sister's husbdand,
foresesing that if Bees is successful he will have
rer as a reighbor the rest of his life, does his
best to prevent the mateh. FEesas's sulitor does not
like water, so a boat trip is errenged, the main
idea being that if Bess end her suitor are thrown
together with only each other for ewmusement, any
love they have will die from the efieocts of over=
soquaintanceship. The plan is successful, and Bess
states the reuson: "I never cered nothin' for him
end he never oared nothin' for me, beocause he's ine
eapsble o' carin' for anything -- only himsolr."zo
The reason for her outburst is that her swaian pays
less snd less attention t0 her, and whensver & man
in lerdner's stories does that to one of the pursu-
ing women, he is eelf-gentered, worthless, and no
longer eonsidered & memwber of the human race.

Cattiness is présont in Lerdner's women in many

stories, lrs., kartin, who "dresses as good 13 a

$0. Guilible's irevels, p. &0o.
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ocourse girl," ras Fred Cross and his wife Cru.ce as
fuests, Cros= states the conversation thLet took
fleoe:

She took aquiet a shine to Crace rigtt a
way end est her d4id she sew her own elose or
vhere d1d she get them and Grace says no in
deed she hadent had no time to sew her own
elose seuce 3 yrs. a ¢o when 1ittle Fd was
born and lMrs. Martin says she thot may be the
close was made beffore that and the reasomn
she thot Grace must of made theam was on aocodt.
of she never seen nothing like them imn the
stores wile she was shopping.2l

Later Gross says that irs, .iartin 18 "« . »
after Grace to leave her borry 1 %f her dresses #&né
ware it to a mask raid."az

*The Missus” in Gullibdle's Tf;iolu wants to go

to Palm Beach to meet "real people." She says:

'We ain't swelled on ourself,' she says;
'out I know and you know that the friends we
been associatin' with ain't in our class.
They don't know how to dress and they oan'$
Salk about nothia' dut their goldfish and
their meat bills. They don't try to get no-
wheres, but all they 4o is play rummy and
take in the Majestie., I and you lixke nige
people and gond musio and things that's
worth w'ile., It's & crime for us to be
wastin' our time with rift and raff that'd
run round barefooted if it wasa't for the
poliece,.'2d

Miss Lyons, the nurse in "Zone of CQuiet,” also
demonstrates cattiness., She comments to her patient
about her girl friend's engagenent to a man she das
tried unsuccessfully to steal:

'. o o She t0ld me about it night before

21, GCwh JOur GWh Home, P va.
22, :E:do' Pomo
28, Gullidble's Travels, p. 84,



last. I t0ld her eongretulutions. OSecuuse

I wouldn't hurt her feelings for the world 1§
But heevens ! what & mess she's going to be
in, murried to that dumb-bell. But of course
some people csn't be ochorsey., ind I doubt 1f
they ever get married unless some friend
loens him the price of a liscense.'?

Mabelle Cillespie, of "lJome Like Them Cold,"

is 8lsc a hard loser. Corresponding with a song

writer sle has met in a reilroed stztion and spoken

£> for helf an bour, she has been G>ing her best to

build up her xatrimonizl okenoes with him by a con-

stant emphasis on her fondness for home life, her

thriftiness, her sense of humor, and other good

qualities of a wife,

| Lewis informing her that he 18 engeaged to another

1)

Finelly she gets a letter from

girl, who, he tells NKaballe, has esgreed to marry him

under the following eonditions:

Vies

e« « o« that she wnuld not have to be s
slave and work round the house and also 1
would have to ta e her to a show Or some-
whares every night and if I could not Z%k°
her myself she would 'run wild' alone,

Gillespie's enswer 1s bdrief:

Allow me to eongratulate you on your
engagement to Niss Sears and I am sure she
is to bde ocongratuvlated too, though 1f 1
met the lady 1 would be tempted to ask her
to tell me her seorst, namaﬁx how she 1is
going %0 'ruan wild' om §60.

Lardner 18 harsh toward the feminine sociale

elimdbing urge. "The Missus™ of Gullible's Travels

24, Lound Up, p. 74.
29, Ibiac. P 372,
26, 1bid., pe375.
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is at Palm Beach for the purpose of getting aoquain-
ted with the bdest sooiety., She and her hushend are
sitting in their hotel rooms

The Missus complained of it bein' hot
and opened the door to leave the breese go
through., She was sittin' in a chair near
the doorway, pretendin' to read the Palm
Beach News. All of a sudden she jumped up

ind o' hissed et me,

'%thatls the matter %' 1 says, springin'
from the lounge.

'Come here !' she says, and went out
the door into the hall.,

I got there as fast as I eould,
thinkin®' 1t waa a rat or a fire. But the
Missus jJust pointed to & lady walkin' eway
from us, six or seven doors down.

*It's Lirs, Potter,' she says; 'the
Mrs. Potter from Chicago ('

'Oh ' 1 says, puttin' all the exoite-
mnent I could into my voiee,

And I was Jjust startin' baock into the
room when I seen lirs, Potter stop and tura
round and come $t0'rd us. She stopped ageain
maybe twenty feet from where the Vissus was
standin',

'Are you on this floor ?' she says.

The Missus shook like a leaf.

‘Yes,' says she, so low you eouldn't
hardly hear her.

‘Please see that they's some towels
pus in 5%59,' says the Mrs. Potter from
Chieago.

Lardner satirises women's eonversation ocasus-
tically in "Dinner". EHerry Barton, a handsome
bnoholof, aceepts a dinner invitation reluotsntly,
and as & reward is put between the two girls who
are the guests of honor. Miss Bell, & human phono-

eraph whose ears have epparently atrophied, speaks

7. Guillble's Trevels, p. 180,




first:

. 'Grace tells me you're a grezt bridge
pleyer,' Miss Rell said,

'No, but I like ««-=!

'¥hich do you oconsider the greatest su-
thority, Lenz or Vorks or ¥hitehall ? I
dom't know anything about it myself, but I
hear people arguing about 1% at home, I
mean I live in Chicego. I belong to a dridge
elud there and I was just gettiing so the
others 4idn't laugh at me when somebdody in-
$rodu¢ced this horrible econtraet and I simply
gave up. That's the game, you know, where
you don't bid anything bnt slams nn& I Sust
haven't the nerve, I mean in bridge, I
don't want you to think I'm a coward in
everything.' ,

I 0 ws D W

'Because I'm not. I made a flight with
Lindbergh in Washington. It was arranged
through Congressmen Burleigh, He's a great
friend of my father's. You know, Burleigh
the paint people in South Chieego. Oh, 1t
was too thrilling for words { But I felt
Just as safe as if I'd been)in a ear, safer
because onoce I was in a terrible smasheup
out in Lake Forest and the doetor said 1
was luoky $o escape without at least a few
broken ribds,

'I was a 1ittle bit scared whon we first
started, dbut then I thought to myself this is
the man who flew from Detroit to Paris and
why should anybody be frightened Jjust flying
tventy minutes over Washington with him at
the wvheel. Have you ever deen up ?'

'YQ. I coonces?

'Then you don't know what a real thrill
is, &Lonestly, it just makes you gasp, like
the first time you 4ive in Lake Michigan. I
really 4dive und swim ewfully well &nd some
of the men say I swim awfully well for &
girl. There's one wan in Chicago, Lee
Roberts -~ he and his wife are our best
friends, I meun my brother's and mine -~ Lee
6alls me Gertrude Ederle; you know she's the
Eirl who swem across the English Channel and

ack,'
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t’1ss Coakley, the other gusst of bhonor, has a
differcnt delivery, but the effeot is oven more
wearing:

'ure surton, I was Just telliag Mr, walter
about e=-=ew= I don't know whether you'd de in-
terested or not =« maybe you don’t -~ but
still ever¥ybody I've told, they think -« {t's
probably ppspRpsr. |

'*I':m sure I'd like to hesr it,' said
Larry.

'I hata to bore people with == you know
how 4t is == you'd be %00 polite to =« und
this is 80 ewfully ~= well, it isn't a thing
that =« §t's Just interesting if you happen =-
« people in Baltimore =« though we've only
1ived thore a few =-ee-oti?

pardner's non-fioctional satire of wouen is
notioeudbly softer:

vives is people that always waents to go
home whken you don't and vice verss,

¥ives is people that ain't never satis-
fied as they are slweys too fet or too thin,
Uf 8ll the wiyes 1 ever talked t¢ I mever
run aorost one yet that was Jjust right,

Wives is people that thinks £ ash truys
ghould ought to be plenty for a 12 rm. house,

vives is people that eaks you whut time
the 12:55 train gets to Liew York. ‘'aAt 1:37,°
you tell them. 'How 40 you know %' they ask.

wWives 18 people that you sk them to go
t0 a ball pame and they aot tickled to death,
So along about the 7th. in.ings you look at
them and they are fast asleep and you remind
then with @« delicate punch in the ribs that
they are supposed to be exoited. '0Oh, yes,'
they say. 'I love {t.' &0 you ask them
what 18 the soore and they 'St. Louis is
ahead, ain't they ?' ‘*%ell,' you say, ‘I
don't know if St. Louis is eheuad or ain't
aheud, but the gaws you are watching is bee
tseon Hoston and New York,30

20. Round gpt p. 142,
30, FYiIrst and Last, PPe 51-52,
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Satire on Marriage
On this subjeot Lardner is merciless in his
fiotion, particularly in"The Love Nest" and "The
Golden Honmeymoon." The first story is a highly
emotional tale of a wife who intends to drink her-
self to death to avoid thinking adout what marriage
has done to her. The second is a quietly told
story of the mental degrudation that results from
an endless succession of quarrels and doring pes-
times. Another story, "Now and Then," is an
example of the slow dissolution of effeotion drought
on by the proximity ooncurrent with marriage. "Who
Dealt 7", like the rest, reflects the unhappy
possidilities inherent in marriege. For the reason
that most of the stories mentioned are already well-
known, they will not be treated in detail. |
Lardner's non-fiestion reveals an entirely
different attitude. 1In regard to a eertain Doe
Crene's advice on how %0 make a suecess of marriage,
Lerdner said, "I have all ready got the proposition
mastered withous no doetor's presoription. . . 231

His own rules for a successful marriage are doth

simple and funny:

Bl. rirst and Last, p. 57.
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1.

The marital twain should ought to de
Ooppe. 86X if possible snd somewheres near
the other one's age. For inst., when a man
of 15 gets marrXed to e gal of 45 why 1t
may pan out all right for the time deing
but don't never forget that when the groom
is nearing the century merk and wants %o
know where they's a clean bath towel, why
he ¢an't find out without leaveing Thurstom
the magioian into the secret.

2.

The 1deal married life is for the 2
belligerents to live in the same town so as
when they feel like & brawl they won't de
no toll eherges.

The bride should ought to have at
lease as muoh money as the groom and a
salary of her own so as when she feels like
she has got to buy something she don't want
she will know that it's her money bdeing
throwed avay. All women hates to fecl like
they was spheeing off of their husbands
but the most of them is such a good aotress
that xgu wouldn't never guess how 1% hurts
then.

In "Symptoms of Being 35" he says:

e + « &t 35 you spell[home] with a big
He Its where you 6an take off your shoes,
Its where you éan have more soup., Its
where you don't have to say nothing when
they's nothing to say. Its where they
doa't wait till the meal is all over and
then give you a eye dropper full of coffee
raw, Its where you don't helf to listen,
Its where they don't smear everything with
ocheese dressing. Its where you ean pan
everybody without it going no further,

Its where $hey kmaow you like doughnuts and
what you think adout a bananas.

Vhen you was 29 you didn't eare for the
band to play Home sveet Home. It was old
stuff and a rotten tune any way. Now you
hope they won't pley it neither., 1Its a
prottg tune dut it makes you bust out ory-
1n80

‘Sf‘ Yirst and Last, pp. 5/-58.
What of I8 7, p. 267,
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Iv
Satire on Neighdborliness
In Lardnerts stories neighbvorliness turmns out
to be a demonatration of egotism. Bridge games turn
into squabdles, visits into exohanges of insults,

Fred and Crece Gross of Own Your Own Home are eanter-

taining the Carrys at eards one evening. The GCrosses
have received an invitation to a society dance by
mistake, and Gruee, who is ignorant of the faet that
it 1s en error, mentions the invitation. The Carrys
state that there must be some misteke, This starts
an sltercation. TFred reocounts it in a letter to his
brother Charley:
e o +» Grage flew up & says your sore be-

cause wear going to the dence and your not

a8t & then Carry & his wife & Grace & I all

lost our temper & we bad 1t hot & heavy & . .

« wo dident get none the worst of it, So

finely I told them to go home and they says

you dont half to tell us to go home & whats

ROYe® you wont see no more of us & I says I

lived 40 yrs. & got pretty fat before 1 ever

seen you & thats about all that wes said &

they beat it and wear threw with them.34

The husband in "Three Kithout, Doudled,” is at
his first bridge party, and the evening is a mixture
of bridge and pure venom. The husband knows abso-
lutely nothing sbout the geme, and that feaoet is soon
discovered and commented on. However, the husband,

the "I" of the story, is not at all abashed, even

31, P. B6.
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when he is playing egainst Lkrs, Garrett, the best
Pleyer in the olub:

'Two no trump,' seys Messenger, and my
pardner says 'Pas$’ onse more.

'You'll get a sore throat sayin' that,’
I t0ld ker., 'Don't you never hold nothin' ?°

'I% don't look like it,' she says.

'Maybe you dom't know whet's worth
biddin' on,' I says.

‘Maybe she better take a few lessons
from you,' says Mrs. Carrett,

'No,* 1 seys, kiddin' her, 'You don't
want no more female experts in the elud or
you might have to buy somdgut gﬁ‘as once in
e w'ile instead o' winnin' {t,°

Later Mrs. Garrett, who is in the lead for the
prize, becomes his partner. By some exceptionally
stupid didding he leaves her with a eontract that
with his hand is impossible to make. Mrs, GCarrett

explodes:

e ¢« o She slammed her hand down om the
tadble, face up.

'I won't play it 1*' she hollers. °'I
won't be mede a fool of § This poor idiot
deliberctely told me he had spades stopped,
and look at his hend 1°*

'You're mistaken, Vrs, Garrett,' I seays,
I 414n'$ say nothin' about spades.'

*Shut your mouth !' she says. 'That's
what you ought to done all evenin'.'3

In the non-fietional "Weleome to our Sudburd” the
tolerance is easily discernidble. Eis advice is on
how to get rid of guests:

People makes a big mistake in giving

their sountry homes names that is too eordiel
and sedugtive, Like for imnst. a name like

88, CGullible's iravelis, p. 248.
86. Ibid., pp. £48-49.



Shady Nook mey sound innocent enough to the
the owner of the place but the passer bys
reads it or hears it mentionsd and it lis-
tens 80 niee and 0ozy that they can't resist
from paying you & eall. Think how muoh more
impossible it is then if you have gave your
Joint some such sodriquet as Kum Inn, Uwanta
Kumback, Dew Drop Imn, tell Kum and ete. If
you have to miekname the place at all, plek
out something neutral like any of the followe
ing:

Steyaway, Keepaway, Xnot Inn, Nobody's
BonsS Nolicker, Key Pout, No Acd Mittens, and
eto.,

He ends his article in the same humorous attitude:

Ten-thirty is late enough to stay up eand
at that time you remark to the guest that you
are going to bed end you would advise him %0
40 the sarxe as everybody im the house must be
up by 6 so as the hired gal can get the deds
made and oatoh the 7:10 for Port washingtoa
wvhere she is going to spend the day with her
Rieee. Then you show the guest to his room
which has previously dbeen arranged for him by
i:;gvtng the dald from the only elegtrie

t. .
Yor breakfast the next morning you serve
him (1) No. 3 egg end a # cup of some good-
soffee substitute,

If it hsppens to be Sunday you read him
all the eomical pictures out loud and then
teke him to church.

Don't make 20 mention of food or 4rink
all day long and if the guest starts talking
about them, Jjust laugh 1t off,

It takes a good game guest to stiok it
out 24 hrs., im the fasce of this kind of
sordiality. The most of them maxes their
excuses long ere tine for the evening meal
and wvhen they go they go for zocd., 4and as
they genally always rush off to tell what
heppened to all the rest of your friends, why
it is very seldom nessary to give the a.st
nemed a course of the same treatment.>

370 Eh&t ___Qi _I__E ?. Pe i61.
38. Ma. PP 183-64.
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 {
Satire on Sentimentality

Lardner attacks sentimental thinking ia dosh
his fietion and his non-fioction. "The love Nest" and
"The Colden Honsymoon" 6ould be considered attacks
on the sentimental attitude towerd merriage; "Ex
Parte,” although much less emphatic in this respeest,
might be similarly clessified, "Reunion," although
not dealing with marriege, and softer in tone,
nevertheless is an unmasing of the sometimes falla-
oious idea of brother and sister attechment. 1In
this ocass the brother and sister have not seen each
ot her for twenty years, and beoause they doth feel
they reilly ought to make an effort, the brother and
his wife travel to lLong Island for a visit. The
interim of twenty years has left an unbridgeadle gap
of divergent tastes, and the story is a tele of dead
spots in the eonversation, no eompatidility ia amuse-
ments, and, finally, efforts on the part of ooth
brother and sister to eut short the visit,

“hether "The Young Immigrunts" is fietioam or
non-fiotion is debatable, dbut its sharp stad at the
sickliness of sentiwent is more charaeteristic of
his fietion. 4 young dride and groom eare taking a
boat ride to Buffalo:




Some night sald the young glum are you
warm enough,

I am perfeotly eomfertidble replid the
fare bride tho her looks belid her words
what time do we arrive in Buffalo.

¢ oclock said the lordly glum are you
warm enough,

I an perfeotly comfertidble replid the
fare dride what time 40 we srrive ia Buffalo,

9 oolock sald the lordly glum I an
aefrade 1t 1s too ¢0ld for you outs here.

rell maybe it is replid the fare bdride
and without turtgsr a«dieu they went ia the
spaoius pearlers.

Iiis deseription of a man's reactions to senti-
ment after reaching the age of thirty-five i»s
basically the same, but the tone is more dland end
kindly:

For some reason another its necessary
to find some 0ld pepers and in going through
the trunk the patient runs aerost a2 bunch of
souvenirs and keep sakes like a note a gal
wrote him in high school, a picture of him-
self in a dirty footbell suit, & program of
the 1907 lay festival in South Bend end ete.
*¥hy keep this junk' he says end dumps them
all in the waste basket.40

Later in the same artiole he points out his attitude
toward possible romances:
He sets down after breakfast to read
the pepsr. The mail man comes and brings
him 3 letters, One of them looks like 1% 41
was a gal's writeing. He reads the paper.
VI

General Non-Fietsiomal Satire

ﬂc %ﬂt ‘9__! !E i, Poe n‘o
40, First and Last, p. 1l.
41. m’ ) I!o
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Lardner®'s non-fiotional work inocluded satire
on a variety of subjects not dealt with ia his fietion:
prohidition, politics, numerology, otain letters,
newspepers, royalty, tabdble manners, etiquette, and
animals. A 6lose study of this section of Lardner's
work will reveal, under the thin mask of humor, a
frecuently sherp irritetion with the eonstant demon-
strations of doltishness evidenced by the eountry ia
its fads, beliefs, gullibility, and general silliness.
The section also shows his kinship vith the eraskerdox
tradition formed by Downing, £lick, Yard, Nye, Dooley
and others.

His attitude toward prohidition is imvariably
negative, as it probedly had to be for him to maintain
his humorous appeal. Nevertheless, thLe tome oftea
idicates that he was against it personally es well as
publicly. le comrents:

see s 1t has given lucrative employment

to a great many men that 414 not have nothing

before only their courage. It hac cemented

the friendship dbetween the U, S, and Canada.

It has give gals and women e new interest in

life and eomething to talk about besides

hair snd ehildren. ind it has mads, govt.

eppreciate the enormous extent of our ecast

line and how X%ugh it would be to defend same

vs., inveasion.

He notes regretfully that in high school he
"; .« » passed up ocremistry as useless. Nobody had

4Z, What of 1t 7, pp. 197-98.
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43

heard of Volstead at that time." In his personal

politiocal platform hLe says:

48 fer as the 13th eamendment is eonocerned,
I would pledge the party to a continuation of
the strict enforcement methods that has been
8o effective in the past, but if at the end of
a oouple of yrs., there was still a olamor for
beer and light wine, I would put same on sale
for a month or so, long enough to convinge
everybody oncé and for all tkat they oan got“
quleker &nd outer results under prohibition.

Fis analysis of the Repudlican and Demoeratie
platforms shows eomplete impertiaslity; there is, in
fact, little or nothing in lLardner's writing that
reveals his own politiscal bellefs, 1% is eonceivadle,
of course, that he abstained from eiring his owa
political idecs rmerely avoid risking his popularity,
but this is certainly no more than a possidilisy.

A% any rate, in 1928 he found the platforms revealed
the following faots:

The Demoorat party is the part of Thos.
cefferson and Iittle Loré Feuntleroy while
the Republiocen party is the part of Jesse
Jeues &nd Al Cepone.

Repudblicens ere down on the ferm,

In 1617 the Demoorets passed a law for-
bidding the kississippi River to have any
more floods so last year's flocds certainly
wasn't their fsult.

Everybody should ought to have e radio.

There shouldn't be no more war.

Coal 1s afuel.

on the other hand, the Republiean plat~
form tells that:

Everybody ought to have a redio.

43, "%hat 1 Ought to of Learnt im High Sohool,”
Arerican Meraozine, (November, 1923), 80.
44, rirst and Lass, p. 220.
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The party will investigate the report
that there is a 18th emendment «nd if so will
try and enforce 1it.

last year's iississippi floods stopped
after a severe reprimend dy a Republiean
Administration, snd it ain't likely they will
try 1t again for a while.

Nesroes shculdn't dbe lynched.

Fermers are having & tough time.45

Intercational politios vere disoussed by him
during the dissrmement conference of 1921: .

There ey be sone of my resders that is
dumd enough to notknow what this conferenes
iz all about, Well friends it has been oalled
together to see if they ain't soms way of
stopring war and that is what the league of '
netions was supposed to do but the lesgue has
been to bat five or six times and ain't even
€ot a foul.

So the idear is to find e sudbstitute for
the league and a lot of the boys figures that
the disarrmament scheme will do the business
80 the object of this meeting is to get all
the difterent nations to quit building war
ships and making emmunitions end ete. and
it looks now like they would ell sgree to the
propoeition provided they's an understaunding
that it don't include they thecselfs,

They'e no question dbut what the United
States would be tickled to death to see all
the ships sank end ell the guns and bombs
end brick bats throwed in the ash can. That
would leeve every nation in the same positionm,
namely nothing to fight with except thelir
fists. 4ind we have got Dempsey.

Jokeing to one side this eountry goes
into the eonference in deed earnest and fully
prepared to cripple ourselves from a fighting
standpoint provided the other nations does
the seme end as a evidents of good fuith
President Herding 1s pleanning a public dbonfire
at ¥kich he will burn his niblick.46

In espite of his uniformly satiriesl tone on this
question, lerdner, like the majority of people,
35, "Just rollties,” colller's, Laiill (Septem-

ber 15, 1923), 12,
46, First and last, pp. 188-83.




64

homestly hopes thet the conferencs will accomplish

its object., His feelincs in this ere motivated by
his attachment to his ohildren. The end of the

article uncovers this funsmental feeling:

fine

ness

They

Sariously s;eaking, I em for seoret
sessions 1if secret session is roing to acocom-
plish what the boys has set éut to accomplish.
They's nobody in this eountry or anywheres
else that is pulling harder for war to be
stovped than this netive son of Berriea eoun-
ty, Fish. Beceuse I have got a 1little male
cquartette in my home which in 20 yrs, from
now they will all be drazft age at once and it
ain't on the cards that the whole four of
them will be lucky like 2geir dear o0ld dad
end have falling arches,

The seienoe of nunerology he satirires with a
disregard for everything except the besie silli-
cf the fad:

A person can emuse themselfs s whole
evening figuring out whet different persons
names should really ought to be according
to their birth numrber. For example we found
out that Judpe Tendis by birth is a 7, A 7
‘*denotes self-satisfaction and poise, bus 1is
not likely to bestow glory or renown,' Thea
we went ahead and figured that the Judge
eould overoocme this and maybe get himself
some glory and renown by ohanging his name
to Paula lendis,

His views on chain letters are more disparaging.

oontain 1ittle humor except the misspelling, and

his impatience with the mass fonlishness of the fad

is stated with, for him, surprising feelimg:.

tiell friends as 1 say this business has

47, First and lest, p., 154.
48. ibIao' Pe 2bIo



been going on sinoe adout the 1 of eptember
and up to date [ 2in't said nothing and have
kept my mouth shut and took thincs es they
come in the hopes the storm would blow over
like the nullo fed in bdridge whist but it
begins to look now like this thing is libel
to develop into a permsnent plogue unlest
somebody steps forward aud puts the quietus
on it end wile I don't pretend to have in-
fluenoce enough with the gen. pudlic to in-
fluence them ons wey way or the other still
and all I feal 1ike I wouldn't be doing my
duty was I %0 remein in silents and not
state wy stand in rogards to the matter of
these here endless letter chains.

‘ell then friends anyoody that wants
one of these here letters to go one time
around the world to say nothinz of three
times around the world is going about 1%
in the wrong way when they mail one of
them to we becuuse as fur as one of these
letters is oonserned I am what you might
call a terminus. ishen one of these letters
reaches my house the conductor may as well
g8t up and holler this is as far as we go,
all out and don't forget your packages and
umbrellas.49

Luring a m tional peper shortage he states his
opinion of newspapers very $trenchantly:

from everywheres eomes the ory to save
white paper and in my letters only recently
I 4ll ready mentioned about the props. of
all the big newspepers in the ocountry held
& meeting in New York City end disgust the
shortege and promised they wouldn't use mo
more of it tLen was nessary but from all as
-1 oan see the papers is t1ll comeins out
daily and Sun. es big as life and all the
paper they been saveing wouldn't make a
night gown for a oigurette and a outsider
might think they had give their promise as
@ prugticel Joke end with no intentions of
carrying them out.50

In most of Lardner's work it is clear that he

49, Tirst and Last, pp. Loo-od.
500 :bid.. p. E‘go
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was eontemptuous of "soeiety". Often this feeling is
expressed indirectly by a 00ld satire of soeial ¢lim-
bers, as in his shors novel "Big Town"; in other
parts of the same story, his uaflattering pietures of
soeiety women, whose mejor interests are dogs and
bridge and minor interests their husbands, ere hoad-an
attacks, Iis non-fictional satire of society is more
often pointed directly at his odbjest, dut the presence
of humor removes some of the sting, as the following
desoription of a new deal in soociety will show;

Well a 11ttle wile ego, along sometime
last summer a seleat group of our best ine
eludeing the queen Kleagle of the Colonial
Dames of Amerios got together and decided
that 1t was time for a general shake~up which
they would get rid of the vermin once and for
all and make society look something it used
to forty years ago and 400 ocome into deing.
A% that time a prominent butocher's grand-
daughter-in-law or something give e party
and left the inviteing to & gent friend that
hed the family history of everybody ia
Amerioca at bdoth ends of his tongue. EHe
issued Jjust a even 400 invitations and made
the remark that anydody not ineluded in his
list might eonsider themself perranently
barred from organized socoiety. The 400 and
their assigns earried along the durden
until a short time baoc, when as I say some
brother Elks and Mooses begim to horm their
way in and spoil the party.

Last summer the sommittee of chosea
people consisting almost entirely of women
of the opp. sex made up their mind: to
ehange the limit from 400 to S00 so as to
let in a fow families that had sold out
their meat markets and livery darns and 51
turned square since the last ee$ shurfle.

BI. Iirst and Last, pp. 249-50.
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Disoussing table manners, he labels the soup
rule ridieulous:

They aia't no man or women liveing that
can piok up all their soup from a flat lie
useing only a spoon and the result is that
from 1/10 to a § inch is always left leying
in the bdottom of the dish whioh plane waste
as the most ecomical Jap in the world cannot
do mothing with %,rt over soup only throw it
in the ash can.®

Sinee, in the words of someone, it is a eommon
fault to "gall the back of a thesis with hard riding,"
it would be unwise to eonsider lLardner's treatment
of etiquette more than a random shot from a galloping
horse. For him it is merely an opportunity, and he
makés the most of it

Personly however I have been introduced
to many a dame that must have thought I was
holding out my hands so she oould admire the
callouses or something and I been humiliated
80 many tines along these lines that now days
when they'’s a dame being introduced to me I
always pretend like I was unloosening my bdelt
or looking through my vest pocket for a
tooth piek.

It is well to remember then when the
party who 1s makeing the introduction says,
"lr. Bolling, shake hands with Mrs. Gaxvin,!
that don't neserally mean that you got to
shake hands. The introducer ain't any
suthority to designate the mode of caress
and irvegardless of whatever he says you are
free to put your arm around Mrs. Gajvip or
slap her face or ignore her eantirely.

A student of Lardner eould easily believe thas,
like Shakespeare, Lardner was not & lover of dogs,

no ?11‘3‘ @"t’ PP W‘n
83. m:. pp.-m-59.




or any other animal, FKor, epparently, 4id Lardner
believe in the deep-rooted idea that if a man is kind
to dumd brutes it is automstio proof that he isn't
all bed. Lardner comments at comsiderable length on
this piece of folklore, dbut the following is a good
suemation of his attitude:
e o« « porsonly if I had a daughter and
she wanted to get marred and I asked her what
kind of a bird the guy was and she said she
don't know nothing about him except that one
day she seen him kiss a leopard, why I would
hold up my blessing till g4tov of the missing
preeinots was heard from,
Vi1
Lardner's Pure Humor
Some of the best examples of uninhibited, farei-
sal flights of the imagination are in lLardner's
parodies. "Red Riding Hood"™ eonteins a soene that few
golfers ean read and maintain their dignity. 1Im 4t
Lardner substitutes a poliece dog for the wolf, has
the grandmother a gin addioct, and makes liiss Hood's
father a golfer. At the point this excerpt begins the
dog has already eaten the grandmother:
So then the dog Jjumped out of bed and
went after Red and she soreamed.
In the msan w'ile Red's father has been
playing golf for a quarter a hole with a
souple of guys that eonsceded themselfs all putts
under 12 ft. and he was £.785 looser coming to
the 10th. tee.

B4, First and Last, pp. £61-62.




The 10th. hole is kind of tough es your
drive has t0o have a earry of 50 yards or it
will fall in a garbege ineinerating plant,
You can either lift out with a penalty of two
strokes or else play it with a penalty of
suffocation. FHRed's 0ld man topped his drive
and the ball rolled into the garbage. He
eleoted to play it and mede what looked like
a beautiful shot, dut when they got up om the
green they found that he had hit a white
readish instead of a golf bdall,

A long srgument followed during whieh
the gallery went home to get his supper. The
hole was finely eonceded.

The llth., hole on the eourse is probdbably
the sportieat hole im golfdom, The tee and
green are synonymous and the first shot is a
putt, but the rules signify that the putt
nust be played off a high tee with a driver,
Red's father was on in two and off in three
more and finely sunk his approseh for a
birdie eight, squaring the match.

Thus the mateh was all square coming to
the home hole whioh is right ¢lose to grand-
mother's eottage. Red's father hooked his
drive through an open window in his mother-
in-law's house and foroed his caddy to lend
him a nibliock. He entered the sottage just
as the dog was beginning to eat Red.

'%hat hole are you playing, futher ?*
asked Red.

'The eighteenth,' says her father, 'and
it is & dog's leg.'

Where-at he hit the police dog in the
leg with his nidlick and the dog wae so sur-
prised that he even give up the grandmother.

'I win, one up,' says Red's father and
he went out to tell the news to his two
opponents, But they had gquit end ll! home
to dress for the Kiwanis Clud dance.

Almost on a par with this is his version of
"Cinderella™:
[cinderella) was a pip, so bdoth her step-
mother and the $wo stepsisters [Pat and Mike]

hated her and made her sleep in the ashoan.
Her name was Zelda, but they called her Cin-

B85, ahat of It ¥, pp. 67-60.
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derella cun acooynt of how the ashes and
elinkers elang to her when she got up nooas, .
o o

Well, Pat and Mike started for Febster
Eall in a bonded taxi and they hadn't much
sooner than went vhen a little bis of an old
dane stepped out of the kitochen sink and stood
in front of Cinderella snd says she was her
fairy godmother,

'listen,' says Oinderella:; ‘don't mentioa
mother tome § I've tried two different kinds
and they've both been a flop 1°

*Yes, but listen yourself,' says the god-
mother: 'wouldn't you like to go to shis here
dance ?'

'*Who end the he«l1l wouldn't §' says
Cinderella.

'Well, then,' says the godmother, *'go out
in the garden and piek me a pumpkin,'

'You're pie-eyed,' was Cinderella's
eriticism, but anyway she went out and got o
pumpkin &nd give it to the 0ld dame and it
turned into a big, dlack touring ear like mur-
derers rides in.

Then the o0ld lady made Cinderella go to
the mouse~trap and feteh her six mice and she
prodded them with her wand and they each became
& 6ylinder. uwext she had her bring a rat from
the rat trap and she turned him into a big g%ty
shauffeur, whieh wasn't hardly any troubdble.

Lardner's plays, whieh sometimes include dits of
sany verse, are fine examples of his buffonery. Clemo
Ut ~= The Vater Lilies, is one of his oraziesst:

ACT I
(The Outskirts of a Farchesi Board, People
are wondering what has decome of the dises.
They quit wondering end si$ up and sing the
following song.)
Chorus
%“hat has decome of the discs ?

T6., What of It 7, pp. B8-60.
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Yhat has beoome of the diecs ?
We took them at our own risks,
But what has beeome of the dises ?

(“eama enters from an exoclusive warrls parlor.
She exits as if she had had waffles.)b?

In muoh of this part of his work Lerdnsr exhibits
an unrestrained love for pure fum that stands out ia
remarkable relisf asgainst his emotionless dissections
of the human ree¢e. lardner has dbeen compeared often to
Swift, dut his pure humor, which so much rsexbles
Lewis Carroll's, has received little notice in late
years. Like Carroll's humor, Lerdner's gives the im~
pression of a spontaneous boiling-over process. No$
all of 1t has that exuberance, unfortunately; in some
passages 1t is falrly easy to ses the mschenics of
his wit; dut his best humor is on a par with Carroll's,
The setting of "I Caspiri,” a nonsense play, has this
spontaneity:;

4 publie street in a bdbathroom. 4 man named

Tupper has evidently Jjust taken a bath., A man

nsmed Brindle is now teking a bath: A man named

Newburn oomes out of the feucet which has bdeen

left running. Fe exits through the exhaust.

Two girangers to each other meet on the beth

mat,

A burlesgue of the late O, J. Molntyre's newspaper
gossdp oolumn is also in this vein of foolishness. The
funniness of this, of courcse, is depentent uponm a
familiarity with the origimel, so an excerpt from

B7. First aod Last, pP. SC7.
se, Toif. 5. BT ©
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Molntyre's oolumn is quoted:

So breakfasting . « « in our new ghambers,
the blaock dishes as pretty as ever 1 saw, and
at the moment wonder how ] endured living im
hotels so nmany yeers. Finished my stint end
sat watching iron-mongers on the new Wald#orf
cater-cornered from my window.

In the evening came upon C, N. Landon,
the art editor, and we for a spin {n eharabane
through the park, discussing, pool and the
high enthusiasm of Ray lLongi Stopped at the
Algoncuin to pick up H. N. Cwveanson end, seeing
Frank Case, praised hias floating 1s%ana, but
he unmoved. So home, very hungry.

Lardnerts dburlesque follows:

Diery of a Modern New Yorker: Up and out
five hours before dawn, end by seooter to the
I'ermitace Ilotek, where ths big Seminole Indian
Chef, Cwladys, ococked me a flagon of my
famorite breakfast dish, deet roct and wrest-
lers' knees. Ilallooed to Lily Lengtry and we
fell to arguing over the originm of the word
'breakfast,' she oontending that it was a
combinetion of 'breax' and 'fast', derived
from a horse's instrustions to a starter in a
six~-furlong race, and I maintaining that 1t
was five furlongs. Fe decided to leave it to
Peroy Hammond, the philatelist, but his nurse
told us he was out shoplifting.

Home for a moment to slit my mail and
found invitatioas from !Mussolini, Joan Crawe
ford, Joan of irc, President Buchanan, Joe
Waloott, and Loulsa . Alcott. Then answered
a pleasant long-distanoe ¢all from Gwladys,
the little French chef in the Cafe des Trois
Outfielders in Syfiney, her voice as plain as
if she were in lelbourne. <che had heard I
had e 0014, she seaid, and was worriedi It
wvas gratifying to hear her whimpers of relief
vhen I essurred her the orisis was past,

Breaking breed im the evening at the
office of J. P, Morgan & Company and sat bde-
tween Eernie Shaw, H. J. Wells, Charlie
Dickens, Lizzle Barrett, Will Thackeray,
Lottie Bronte, Paul thiteman, and Bill Klem.,
Chatted for a moment after dinner with %ho's

¥0, Lensing State Journal, August 18, 1930.



Who and, finding a heevy reinstorm outside,
dismissed my driver, Cwlaedys, end pirouetted
to the lover test Side, where 1 sat on the
New York Central tracks till dewn, watohing
the operations of a switch encine, I have
always been a sucker for s lew York Cemtral
switoh engins in a heavy reinstorm.60
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CLATTIR FIVE
CONCLUCION

In all probability time will not be kind to
Lardner's work, and the most logicel guess is thet
only &« small pert of it will survive, This Judgment
is based ohiofly on lardner's choice of subjeet
matter, his viewpoint, and his use of misspelling.

That portion of Lardner's writlng that employs
misspelling end siniler means to convey the American
language %ill undoubtedly mingle with the backwash
of literature. For bis owa literary durability, too
mueh of his writing was dons in this charaeterisitie
style of the orackerbox tradition; nor will it
matter muob that Lurdoer used it for legitimate
literary purposes end placed it on a higher status
than any of his predecessors. Judging from the past,
this unorthodoxy alone would remove any ehances for
survival of this seotion of his writing. No one,
with a few toholarly exceptions, resds lir., Cooley
now., 4und Nasby, vard, Nye, and the rest of the mis-
spelling writers, once fawous in their day, are even
more remote from eontemporary oonsideration, if this
is possible, than such a reeent figure as Lr. Dooley.

Some of Lerdner's purely humoroué pieoces may,
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with luck, retain tieir €rip on life. Eis burlesque
of 0, O, Melntyre may be one of these, asnd ons or
two of his pleys mey slso last -- the best poesidility
anong the latter is prodadbly "I Gaspiri®. But Shis
is an optimistie propheey, for several reasons. Kot
misspelling, this time, dbut drevity end a small out-
put will work ageinst his humor, His plays, espeeial-
ly, ere short, end few in number; his bdurlesques and
perodies are longer, but again leok cuantity. Also,
as time goes by, Lardner will suffer the fate similar
to that of many other writers who have hed a variety
of talents obscured by one talent: he will be neatly
dut inaccurately pigeonholed in the slot of the
satirist. Finelly, humor has & peoulisr habdit of
dying unless it is stored in a body of work that is
no% primarily humorous.

His baseball stories will also cease $0 de read,
The mse jority of them, and espeeially those that gained
most of his early reputation Sor him, are mo loager
representative; their truthfulness to a type had, in
faeot, disappeared even in Lardner's tims. The dumd
busher from a whistle stop hamlet that Lardner wrote
about was replaced some time 1Jﬁiwont:oo by a more
worldly-wise and better educated player, and when
Lardner's busher appears now 1% is prodbably due more

$0 a reporter's inventiveness than to his veracity.
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This faet, cnd also the unorthodox spelling .used in
most of Lardpner's baseball stories, ersases all chanee
for their survival.

It is thet part of Lerdner's fietion that 1is
written withcut the detrasoting influence (from the
stnadpoint of immortality) of dialect and misspelling
that stands the bhst clenee of lasting. "Haireus,"
becauss of its insight ianto the heart of a small Sown,
and because of its artistry and economy of style, may
easily become & minor elassiec. "Champion”™ has less
change, because its subjeot -~ a boxing champion ==
is restricted in interest and tousches too small a
reader group; in addition, the truth of the s tory,
startling at the time of publication, has now lost its
foroe through repetition of the same theme in hundreds
of less meritorious magazine and newspeper stories
and artiecles.

The fete of "The Love liest™ will probably bde
similar to that of "Champion,” and for somewhat
identical reasons. Its basi¢ situation -~ a movie
aotress using uazrrisge in the hope of furthering her
eareer -~ has become s staple Ameriean joks., The
difference now is that the number of husbands per
aotress has inoreassed, und children sezm to be no

bar to either a career or enother marriage. In faet,
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the present gencration of readers would very likely
won&er why Lerdner's ledy was so weak-willed that
she permitted a few ghildren to block her returm to
celluloid, At the very least, eontemporary resders
woﬁld be tempted to elassify her psychologicelly as
e person having a weak drive in the direotioa of the
theater, and lightly dismiss the whole atorf.

"Colden loneymoon" seemrs $0 have a better ehanee
for survivel. Sinoe it is & pieture of trite ﬁ:a';::r rremnes
are slweys with us, it may bde that it will last. On
the other hend, the very fact that it is an asourate
portrayal of uninteresting people mey make it unine
teresting and lead to its disappearanee, Possibly
@ fair prediotion is that if it survives the sure
vival will be due to an exceedingly small group of
exceedingly acute resaders,

The four stories mentioned ere the ones most
frequently oited for poseible survival., Yet it seems
to me that Lardner's "There Are Smiles™ has as mueh
1f not more likelihood of weethering time than any of
them except "Faircut.” Besides the lean style, the
baokground of humor, end fast and exast charasteriza-
tione in the story, it shors a striking resemblance
to some of tre best present day short stories. 1%

18 less a story -- in the 0ld sense of a eompletely
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finished taic -- ithan u repert of an incident., 1In
this respect 1t bears u strong resenblaace to many

stories in The jlew Yorxer magezine, a publicatiom

well known for its "reporter style"” fiction.

Other and better reasons for farecasting a lomg
‘1ife to "There Are Smiles® is the fact that 1ts
motivation pivots rather delieately on sex, and that
its poignant note at the end instills a warm sympathy
for humanity. 3oth these qualities are eternal in
their appeal. The story, it should be noted, is re-
markaeble for Lauardaer; although it 1s superfiolelly
oyniocel ~- it has been construed by lexwell Ceismar,
for exanmple, &s an expos; of ego -- mot too far
below the surfece there runs a conpassion for people
who have been grasping at sawething intungible but
worthwhile, only to lose it ultimately. It is re-
markable also in that both the ohief eharaoters evoke
tke recder's symputhy. .nd even more singuler is
the prescnce in a Larémer story of & woman like Edith
Dole} of all Lardner's many womeL characters, none
have her fine a&ppeal. The combinastion of &ll the
qualities mentioned, plus Lardner's effortless manner
of telling the story, leeds me to think that this will

survive,
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