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I
BIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUNDS

-Hamlin Garland, th2 prairi?2 novalist, 1s a d2c2n-
dent of th2 2arlisst Am2rican tradition. His ances-
tors, of Scotch and €nglish sxtraction, arrivad in
Massachusattes Bay from Suss2x in 1627. For two c2n-
turizs his forbz2ars s3ttlad in N2w England and it was
not until 1830 that his fathar, Richard Garland, and
his grandparsnts migratad to Cra2n County, Wisconsin.
Richard Carland marriad Isab2ll2 McClintock, the
daughtsr of a n2ighboring pion2:r family and togather

they 2stablicsh2d a mod2st farm n2ar Onalaska, Wiscon-
1

- 8in. Her2 in 1860 Hamlin Garland was born.

Garland, on2 of four children, was born in a
ble2ak 2nvironm:nt at bsst. His parsnts had only a
rudimsntary 2ducation and fa2w poss2ssions. His home
was a simpl2, rud2 cabin. A blz2ak prairis, almost
d2void of n2ighbors, was his 2nvironmant. His sarli-
2st rzcolls:ctions ware thos2 of povarty and confliet,
of ths bittarnass of th2 Civil War and of th2 @2ndlsss
struggl2 to wrest a living from the? soil.

Garland's first aducation was provida:d in a n2igh-

boring farm hous2 und2r th: supsrvision of a formar

l. Bilographical date for this chapt2sr was taksn chiasfly
from Haulin Garland's autobiographical works-l [h
ght :




t2achsr who taught him to rsad. At s3ven, h? attendad
th2 public school in Onalaska. Impr2ss2d by litsra-
ture 2v3n as a child, h2 2agarly r2ad the faw mater-
ials his surroundings offarad, th2 Bibla3, Farmar's
Annual and Harpsr's Wsskly. Through McCuffsy's Rsadsr,
he b3cam2 acquaintsd with Scott, Byron, Southsy, Words-
worth and Mastsrs. His grandmoth:r Carland, & bookish
Boston import, taught him th: posams of Whittisr and
Longf2llow and th2 provarbs of ths Puritans.

In Fsbruary of 1269, Carland's fathar sold the
Coolsy farm and th: family movad to H2sper, Minna2sota.
He2r2 his youngsst sister J2ssi2 was born. Thair sattla-
mant in Minnssota was short-livsd, howsvar, for Rich-
ard Carland, a r2stl2ss pion2er whowas always in ssarch
of n2w land, s2iz2d an opportunity to =211 the proparty
and again movad his family, this time to th2 bl2ak
prairis of Miteh2ll County, n2ar Osagz, Iowa. Hare
young Garland l2arn:d what it truly was to pion2er.
Ther2 was & hous? to build and a farm to 2stablish, and
at 2l2van, h? was alr2ady b2hind th2 plow br2aking naw
ground for cultivation.

Garland's 2ducation in Osag: was intsrmittant. His
services ware n22d2d on th2 farm and h2 attsndad school
only whan th2 w2ather mads farm work impossibls. H=2

still found tim2 to r=2ad howavar, and bacam2 acquaintad

with the dim2 nov2l, th2 Nsw York Weskly, th2 N2w York




Ladger, Codev's Ladl2s' Book, Pstarson's Magazins,
Th: Lifs of Barnum, and Franklin's Autobiography. It
was hare too that Garland discovarad his firet impor-
tant chroniclz of 2varyday lif: in a nawspapzsr callad
ths H3arth and Homs whar? h2 r2ad a serializad sdition
of Edward EBgglaston's plonssr study, Th: Hoosiar School-
mastsr, He wis de2ply impresssad to discovar that a
noval could b2 davalopad out of a background of»flrllng
and femiliar scenes. Garland later said of th2 work,
"Th2 book 1= a mileston2 in my literary progr2ss as
it was in ths devalopmant of Wastarn fiction.l

In March of 1876, th? Garland family mov2d again.
Richard Garland had join2d th2 Grange, a farm coopara-
tive, and h2 movad into ths town of Osag? whare he had
b2en offarzad 2mploymant as the official grain buysr for
the Srange. During th2 summsr, Garland work2d with his
faiasr In th? granary and in the fall entared the Osage
Seminary. When his parsnts mova2d back to tha farm the
following ye2ar, Garland r2main2d in Osage attending the
Seminary.

At th2 E3minsary, Garland d2va2lop2d an 2arly inter-
#st in artistic end2avor. He first turn2d his atten-
tion to drama and b2cam2 a membar of the2 Adelphian
Bociaty, but his attampts at dramatic production were

unsuce2ssful. He then dsvotad hims3lf to oratory amd

- 1. Garland, Son of th: Middls Bordar, 115.
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did succ2ed in establishing a mod:st reputatloﬁ in
th? school. His 2nthusiasm for litsraturs d23p2nad
as he b2cam2 acquainted with Hawthorn2 and particu-
larly Hoiells, whos® novzl, covarad »
profoundly affectad him.

In 1880, Garland graduatad from the Osag: Seminary. .
His parents had movad to Ordway, South Dakota and Gar-
land, unwilling to accompany them, travsllsd instsad
into linnssota,'looking for a t2aching position. He
was unsucce2ssful howe2ver, and b2ing destitute, he
accapted tamporary smploymsant, as a construction worker,
as an offic2 copy boy, and 2van as a singzr in a
Y.M.C.A. band, H2 th2n went to Grundy County, Ohio,
wher2 h2 taught in a country school, latar s2curing a
position as an instructor in a small normal collz2ge in
Morriss. Eager to see the country, he travallad during
his free time with his brother to Boston, Now Yerk,
Washington and Chicago.

In 1883, h2 ra2turnad to ﬁis parents! homz in Ord-
way to work in a small stor2 which his fathsr had 2stab-
lishad. But h? was much mor2 intsra2stsd in tz2aching

than in business, and h2 spent his time rs:ading Taine,

Chamber's Encyclopadia of English Lit2raturs and Gr2ens's
History of ths English P2opl: in an 2ffort to discover

th2 laws which govarn literary dasvalopmant and to learn
the mathods of s2lf expression.

It was at this time that th2 expansion of th2 Dakotas




was und2rway. Carland decidzd to takes advantage gf
th2 govermmant's offer of fra2: land and 2stablishad
a claim of his cwn in McPharson County. His intantion
was to acquire the land, remain on it long 2nough teo
davalop it and 2stablish ownarship, and then to s2ll
it, but on2 dry and scorching summsr and a s2varsaly
eold winter d2stroyad his tast2 for pion2oring. At
th2 suggestion of Mr. Bradford, & Portland minister,
h2 mortgagsd his claim and w2nt to Boston to continue
his 2ducation. H=2 was dissatisflisd with the Boston
University offarings, howsver, and confinad his studiss
to the Boston Public Library, wh2re h? rzad Spancer,
Darwin, Fisk2, H2lmholtz, Hasck2l, Whitman and others,
8inc: h? was not a r2sident and without m2ans, Garland
was unabls to withdraw books and had to do all of his
reading in th2 library until through th2 courtssy of
Dr. Bdward Evarett Hal2, h2 was abl2 to ss2eur: a 1lib-
rary card.

Carland's finances war: at a low e2bb when h2 met’
Dr. Cross, a kindly Bostonian who toock an irntesrsst in
him and off2r23d him accomodations in his home2. This
arrang2m2nt permitt2d Carland to r2main in Boston whearsa
h? espent what littls mon2y hs had on la2cturas, concarts
eand svery othar 2ducational offaring within his r2ach
in a favaerish d2sir2 to acquirs l2arning. H2 was 2s-

paclally attractad to the parformances of Edwin Booth,




th2 notesd Shakespsarian actor. Garland att2nded his
svery parformanc? and, as a study, h2 composad ssvaral
orations on Booth's acting tachniques and his interpra-
tation of Shakaspaara,

At th2 closz of a free lecturs in th2 Boston Pub- .
lic Library, Garland aros2 and congratulated ths sp2aksr,
Mos9s Brown2, who was a prof2ssor of oratory in & school
which h2 directad. Th2 prof:2ssor was impragsed with
Garland and th2r2 b2gan an association which was 1-por;
tant in ths shaping of Garland's carssr. The profsssor
arrangad for Garland to tsach oratory aﬁ his school,
Th2 Mos2s True Brown2 Echool of QOratory, and also in-
cluded a program of Garland's la2cturss cn Booth., Ona,
of ths studants in Garland's class=2s, a Mre., Payns of
Hyds Park, rscognized Garlend as & l:actursr of promise
and usad her infilusnc: to sponseor him in & privats l2¢-
turs s2ries. At the first cof thes2 lecturss, Garland
met Charlss E. Hurd, litesrary editor of the Iranscript,
who urgsd him to writ2 for publication. Through Hurd,
savaral of GCarlend's eritical studi=e app2ar=2d in the
Transeript. |

Encouragad by his first appsaranc? in print, Cer-
land ettempted his first crz2ativs piee2, Ths Wastsrn
Corn Husking, & grim and ravsaling story of wsstarn
1if2, He s2ant the manuseript to William Wycoff, 2ditor



of thz Now Aumsrican Magazing, who r2c2ivad it snthus-

fastiecally. Carland then wrot2 & s2riss of short stories
daplecting varlous ssasons on the farm, which Wycoff
also publishzad.

It was at this time that Carland rseceivad a copy
of Zury, from Hurd who ask2d him to r:ad th: novsl and
to writs a revisw for th: Transcript. Garland was
de2eply impre2ssad and wrot2 a highly flattering account
which Hurd publishad. Kirkland, th: author of Zury,
was greatly pl:asa2d by th: articls and h2 wrot: Gar-
land asking him to visit in Chicago.

This m22ting with Kirkland was instrumantal in
dirscting G;rlanc infc his main-straam of er:ativ2 work.
Kirkland, who had read soms of Carland's wastern skstchss,
urg2d hinm to writz fiction. Carland axplainad that he
hasitated to try fiction bacaus?2 h2 f21f w2ak in the
us2 of the conversational madium. Xirkland sncouragad
him to try, advisad him to writs rzalistically of the
middls border ersa which hs knsw bast, and askad him to
fulfill his obvious promiss.

Garland r2turnad to his formsr homz with a naw per-
spective., His trip to Boston had brought into sharp
focusg the appalling contrast batwsen Bastarn and West-
2rn living. His re2ading of ths 3concomic philosophiss
of Henry Georges, Karl Marx, and William Morris had in-
flamsd him with ths unn2csssary injustic2 of it all.

-



Th2 words of Kirkland rang in his sars and h2 b2gan

to s92 himself as th2 intsrprater of his prairie peopls,
the volecs of thair suffaring. Bittarly, Garland notad
ths dstails of th2ir povarty, their sordia struggles and
half-hidden despair, with r2bsllion and raga. 1In the
Son of th2: Middls Bordsr, h2 raportad,

"Instructad in th2 n2w philosophy, I now
perc2ivad that thas2 plowman, th2s2 wives
and daught2rs had b23n pushzd out into
these lon2ly, ugly shacks by the forees
of landlordism bshind. Th2se plodding
Swa2de2s and Dan2s, the2s2 thrifty Germans,
th2s2 halry Russlans had all flsd from
th2 faudalism of th2ir native lands and
were hare b2caus2 th2v had no share in
the soil from which they sprung, and ba-

- cause in th2 s2ttlsd communitiss of the
sastern states, th: spsculativs da2mand
for land had hindzr2d them from aecquir-
ing 2ven a l22sing right to th2 surfacs
of th2 2arth"}

Garland workad in the2 fislds that summer intending
to raturn to Boston in th2 fall. Evary detall of his
daily 1lif2 on th? farm now assumad a litsrary signifi-
canc2. Hs notsd all the2 discomforts of physiecal labor
and 1ts unpl:asant r2sults but "with no intention of
‘thlting toil intc a wholesom2 and ragensrativs thing
as Tolstol, an aristocrat, had attampted to do ...
but as wartaro'.2 Through it all, Garland wrote
fevarishly and with bitter conviection. From a con-
versation with his mother, Garland dav2loped the theme

1. Garland, Son of ths Middls Bordsr, 267-68.
2. Ibid, 371.




for his first story, a tals of an old pion22r woman
who made a trip back to her New York hom2 after an
absencs of n2arly thirty years. Gearland s2nt th2 un-
finished manuscript to Kirkland who comm2ntad, "You
are the first actuel farmer in Americen fiction «
now t21l tha truth about it.® :

In th2 fall of 1887, Garland return2d to Bostorm
with th2 manuscript and other sk2tch2s h2 had =rit’ o,
He pr2sentad th2m succassivaly to Harpsrs and the
Century end other l2ading hagazines of th2 time, but
they ware 2ll r2jsctad. Th2 2ditors consid2red the
storiss too brutal and suggestad that h2 write less
frankly. lt this po'nt, howsver, Garland r2fusad to
compromicse.

Puring his s2cond visit to Boston, Garland attendad
a l2ctur2 d2livarad by Henry George in Fanu2il Hall.
G20rg2 was attracting consid2rablz: attantion as an
sconomic ra2former who offarsd a program of land and
tex ra2forms as a solution to povarty. Garland had
b2en attractad to C20orgs by an sarlier reading of his
Progra2ss and Poverty, which outlinad th2 basis of the
Gz2orgist th2ory. Garland had found th2re a solution
and a program of action for th2 problems with which
he was immadiately concarna2d. After th: lecturs, Ger-

land arreng:d & m23ting with George and th2 frisndship

1 Garland, Son of ths Middls Bordsr, 37l.
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wvhieh followad gr2atly influsne=d Garland's carser as
a raformsr. During ths next ten ysars, Garland was
to become prominent as an agrarian reformar and & de-
votae of ths Singls Tax Plan.

| fhortly after his meeting with Ge2orge, Garland
joinad th: Anti-Povarty Brigada, a group of ﬁoisy and
persistant political radicals who wers agitating for
sconomic ra2form. H2 voluntearad to sp2ak at an organ-
ization m22ting and his SBunday address vhichiGﬁrlnnd
later dascribed as @ "herztical harangue" was raviswad
in th2 Transcript. Th2 prot2st was imm2diste. Ovér-
night, Garland had r=ach2d th2 lim2-light of conssrva-
tive Boston's disapproval and had won th2 r2cognition
of th: forces of r2form. H2 soon he2cam2 known as a
lacturer and political radical.

Garland's chisf ambition was to bacoms a writer,
howavar, and his desirs was given additional impatus
when h2 r2ad Howe2lls' book, Th: Ministsr's Charges, and
h2 wrot2 a glowing revizw of it for the Transeript.

A m23ting was arrang>d with How2lls, who at this time
was ¢l2arly th2 most discuss2d litarary personality
in Boston. H2 was in ths full tid: of his powasrs and
his challenging social criticismes wers widaly dsbatad.
His books w2rs bs3ing r2ad aloud in r2ading clubs for
th2 snjoymant of his deslicats humor and gracaful yst
incisive styls. Th2 critics praised his characteri-




zations. Garland fairly idolized How2lls, avidly
followsd his lacturss, r2ad his hooks, and s2izad
avery opprortunity to visit th: man and to discuss

his litsrarv and social visws. How2lls! success
desply imprassad Garland, and was th2 gr2atast single
influsnc2 upon Garland's d2termination to b3come a
writser.

Through Clsmants, 2ditor of the Transeript, Car-
land also b2cam2 acquaintad with Jama2s Herns3, the
popular pleywright. Garland was d2lighted with the
homay Amsrican quality of H2rna's dramatic pilsess,
and thay struck up a friandship which last2d through-
out Harna's 1ifatima.

In th2 summsr of 1889, Garland r2turnad to his
formar hom2 in th2 Dakotas. H2 was appallad by tha
d2tarioration of th: hom:st2ad area. Two s2asons of
drought had r2duc2d th2 oromising farms to dssolation.
Th2 wh23at erops war: alarminglv light in ths facs of
a falling markat nrilca2. BEBvarywhars thar: was discon-
tent and aissry, and out of the common diassntldn
th2r2 rumblad murmurs of rab3llion against God and
govarnmant. Mor2ovar, Garland was affactad strongly-
in a parsonal s2nss. His famlly fortun2s wars at
their lowsst 2bbj; his fath:ar was nz:ar bankruptey and
hls mothar had suffarsd a stroks induc2d by y2ars of
hard farm labor. It was this sscond visit to ths

wast which complataly confirmad Garland in his cconvie-

11



tions on ths n23d for raform. H2 bagan to writs with
bittzar rasentmant and a vigorous intantion to ta2ll ths
truth about th2 plight of tha Wstarn farmar who was
an innocant viectim of hoth man and the wsathar and the
innocant pawn of gresd and ignorance.

In this spirit, hs finishad A Prairis Haroine, a
study of a crisis in the 1if2 of a despalring farmar's
wife which orasentad a tragic and hopalass common cas2.
Awars that the story was too grim and rabsllious for
ths dignifiad Cantury, Garland sant ths manuseript to
th: Arsna, a n3w Boston revisw whos2 spirit was frankly
radical.

Th2 story was immadiately accaptad and Carland was
amazad to find a nots from the2 sditer, B.0. Flowszr,
saylng that th: Arsna welcom2d th: sxpression of strong
opinions and urging Garland to submit mor:s of the sams
frank matsrial. This sndorsament by Flower'was anoth.r'
significant episode2 in Carland's caresr. Fiowar, though
a vounr man, was attracting considsrable attantion as
a cruseding =2ditcr. H2 d2votad his magazins to contro-
varsial material and da2dicatz2d hims:1f to social pro-
gress as a champlon of raform. Garland b2cam? a rage-
ular contributor to th: Arana which publishad, in
addition to a numbsr of his 9s§sys, his play, Qgggg

th2 Whesl, and Th2 D3claration of Rights. It was




Flowar who sugg2st2d that Garland collzet and publish
his short storiss which Carland latar issu2d undar the

title of Main Travallad Roads.

Main Travellad Roads re2mains as Garland's most
powsrful and pointad social protaest, th2 full outburst

of th2 indignation which Garland 2xp2arisncsd upon his
raturn to th2 West from Boston. It is significant to
nots also that this work was produc2d during a tim? of
gr2at parsonal sorrow; his young sister Jessie2 had diad
suddenly, his mothsr was hopslessly cripplad and his
father was ag2d and n:=ar bankruptey.

"All this", says Garland, "will sxplain why

the dadication was bittar with ravolt. It
will sxplein also why the: comfortabls, the

C...2 'vatlve, thos2 who farmsd th2 farmer,
resgntid my thin gray volum2 of aerid accusa-
tion",

The prot2st was instant and astonishing to Garland
who b2lia2vad that litsrary peopl?2 of th2 Wast would take
a local prid2 in ths color and truth of his work. In-
stead, h2 found hims=1f 2x3crated by eritics as a bird
willing to foul his own n3st. Editorials pourad into
his offic2 to prova that his picturss of th: border
were false, statisties war2 provided to show that planos
and Bruss2lls carpets adornad almost 2vary Iowa farm-

house, and tilling the soll was daclarsd by nuamsrous

1. Garland, Son of th: Middls Bordsr., Al5.
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corr2spondants to b2 th2 nobl2st vocation in the world.
Garland was call2d a rabbls-rouser, an anarcpist, and
a prophat of hats.

In spit2 of th2 g3neral outery, Garland navarthe-
l2ss rec2ivaed sncouragsm2nt from a faw of the writars
who admired him. Whitman hailsd him as ths litsrary
pion22r of th2 West, and How2lls, whil: praising him,
l2ft him a word of warning, advising him to sxemplify
and not to preach, not to allow his storiss to desgan-
srat? into tracts. Similar advics cam2 from Richard
Watson Gildsr, who urg:d him not to l=avs B:auty out
of th2 picturs,

"In the light of this frisndly council®,
sald Carland, "I percsivad my dangs3r,
and set about to aveid th: fault of mix-
ing my fiction with my polsmics™.
Th2 protzst and th2 "frisndly counéil" of his 3xem-
plars brought about a division bstwe2sn Garland the
ra2former and Garland the artist.

Garland had concrzst2 2vidanc2 of th2 practicality
of the dichotomy wh2n h2 submittad a manuseript, A
Spring Romancs, to Gilder, 2ditor of the2 Cantury. The
story, delibsratesly strippad of controversy and grim
realitiss, won Gilder's approval and a substantial

fa2 for Garland. Flattared by Glldsr's rscognition

1, GCarland, Son of ths Middls Bordar, 417




and awaka3n2d to th: financial possiblilitiss of his
l2ss controvarsial material, Garland, by 1895, daf-
init2ly d2eid2d to ss3parat2 hls social prot2st and
his litsrary 2nd2avor. H2 fr22ly acknowl:dgad whare
ths smphasis would b2 placed, howavar, by admitting
that his "reform notions war2 subordinat: to the de-
sire to tak2 honors as a novalist®, y :

It is significant that Garland found financial
advantag? in his dual rols as ra2forma3r and man of
lattars., Suppliad by Flowsr with campaign funds and
a publication outlst for his r2form litsratur2 and
grantad an 2van mor? lucrative outlat by Gilder for
his litsrary end2avors, Garland achi:ved a measur2

of sscurity to the 2xtant that he was able to racog-

nize his 2arnsst ambition to rascu? his parsnts from

their pion2ser isolation and rslocatz them on the fam-

ily homsst2ad at th2 placs of his birth. For hims2lf,

Garland 3stablishad a hsadquartars in Chicago, confi-
dent that th? midwastarn matropolis would on2 day be
ths esntsr of a truly American art.

Chicago in 1893 was a larg:, sprawling city which
was much mor? industrial than cultural in its outlook
and agpirations. Scatt:rsd throughout the population

howsver, w2re a small numbsr of young asesthates,

l. Jarland, Son of ths Middle Bordsr, 412.
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artists, writers, and sculptors who war2 struggling

for racognition. But in thos: days, as Garland phrasad
it, "Art was young and timid in Coock COunty'.l Thare
was almost no cultural organization, and Garland,

partly bscaus2 h2 r2cognizad th: mutual stimulation

and inspiration which artists could givs 2ach othear

and partly because h2 simply 2njoy2d baing surroundad
by artistic parsonalitiss, assumasd a esrtain lsadar-
ship in 2stablishing clubs and in attracting 2stablishad
and promising writers and artists as mambars.

A l2cture call2d Impressionism in Art which Garland
d2liverasd in Chicago and in which he vigorously an-
dorsed the2 so callad "Naw Art" and "Th2 Opesn Air School
of Painting” won for him th2 instant attention of the
artistic cirel2 in gensral and of Loresdo Taft in parti-
cular. Taft was th2 forsmost Chicago sculptor of tha
tim2 and a r2cognizesd l2adsr in artistic thought.
Through Taft, Garland joinad th2 "Bunniss", an associ-
ation which ineludesd B2ssi2 Potter, Edward Kamey, 0li-
ver Grover, Charl2s Brown, H2rman MacN2ill and othar
young artists of promise. Th2 group mat informally in
Taftts studios and presented a unita2d front against
eriticisms of thsir art. H2 also b:cam2 a member of
th2 "Littls Room" club, which includsd most of the

"Bunniss" and a numba2r of writsrs such as EBugene Fisld,

1. Garland, Daughtar of ths Middls Bordar, 4
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Opi2 Re2ad, Ralph Clarkson, G2orgs Ad2 and Hanry rullar.

Garland'!s club activitiss 2xpandad b2yond th2se
modest b2ginnings. H2 h2lpad to 2stablish ths "Cliff
Dwallars", which h2 saw as a rallying point for Mid-
land artists and writsrs and h2 was instrumsntal in
getting the sites and funds for th2 Cantury Club in
th2 Huntington Library. An ardent and activz club
man, Garland was convinced that associations sueh as
th2se would 0,2 day maks Chicago an important cultural
esnter,

Chicago in a vary re2al szns2 bacang th: scen2 of
Garland's struggls with his own art. Soon after his
arrival h2 wrot2 and publishad Crumbling Jdols which
he intendsd as a manifesto of ths naw art. -An ardsnt
pl2acfor a native Amsrican literature, based on unique-
ly Awsrican ideals end philosophiess, he hobsd in the
book to 2stablish hims2lf as an art eritic. From Chi-
cago h2 travallad widsly to the South and West in
ssarch of na2w matsrial to authsnticats the baciggpnnds
for a whol2 seriss of romantic novals which he pro-
ducad during th2 paricd. H2 avidly courtsd the atten-
tion of American and Europ2an artists, sagsr to be re-
c2ived by tham and to b2 stimulatzd by their 2ncouragsz-
msnt. H: could bs countad upon to champlon any cause

of promis? and to grace and significant assthatic

gathering.
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Whil: in Chicago, Garland marrisd Zumils Taft,
th2 sister of Lorsdo Taft, th2 sculptor, and th: daugh-
ter of a prominant family. Thay had two daught!r!,
Constance and Isaballa. |

By 1915, Garland's drsam of Chicago's futuri had
faded and h2 r2turnad to Na2w York, convincad that Chi-
cago would naver r=2ach his 2arlisr sxpectations and
satisfied that his futur2 lay in ths mors s=2curs
£astarn snvironmsnt of 2stablished litsrary tradition
and in closer proximity to his publishars, v

Upon his return to Nsw York, Garland b2gan his
autobiographical pesriod, producing a saries of novals
which narratad thz family history. Th2 works ware
w2ll raceived and th: first of thes2 in particular,
The Son of ths Middls Bordsr is still acclaimad as
Garland's gr2atest litsrarv accouplishmant.

By slow d2gr223s, Garland was r2allzing his ambi-
tions. Though h2 naver b2cam2 wealthy, Carland did
achisvs s2curity and mor2 important, won the litarary
racognition h2 so passionately sought. In 1918, he
was 2l2ctad to th2 American Acadamy, which was to
Garland a hallowed circle. In 1921, he2 was givsn the
Pulitzer Prizs in biography and in 1922 was awardasd an
honorary doctort's dagrese from the Univarsify of Wis-
consin. His improvad financial condition parmitted

him to maintain summer r2sid2ne2 in London and a
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mountain retrsat in ths Catskills. He was raczivad by,
if not intimat2 with, the privileg2d class2:s which he
onc2 raviled but had now come2 to admirs.

By 1930, Garland, comfortabl2 and astablished,
turnad his 2fforts to reminisc2nc2s and criticism, and
in th2 naxt tan ysars producad a sa3riss of raminiscant
sxcursions on his litsrary activitiss and eritical
svaluations of his assoclatss. Th2 volumss araAdrsary
and discursivs, lacking in vitality and far too par-
sonal to b2 of gansral intsrasst, 2nlightansd only by
th2 intimats glimps2s and anscdot:s of th: many graat
parsonaiitias who l3ft d22p imprzssions on th2 2ra and
on Garland himsslf.

Garland, th2 occasional r:alist and litsry oppor-
tunist,; disd in 1940, a novalist of raputation and for
a time, at lsast, 2 significant voic2 in Am2rican re-

form.
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II
SOCIAL THEORY

Tt was insvitabl: from th? besginning that GCarland
would b2 attractad to social raform. Th2 first twanty
years of his 1if2 war2 spant in th2 rural Middls Wast
during troublad, turbulent timas.l Imm2diataly pre-
c2ding his birth was the colorful 2ra of Westarn 2x-
pansion, not th: thrilling or picturaséus axploits of
th2 advantursr but th2 dztarminsd and s3qually heroie
gstruggls of the2 frontisr farmer to mak2 a parmansnt
hom? upon th: land. Th2irs was not ths spactacular
lur2 of gold but th2 call of fartils land which offarad
a hom2 and sgcurity in r2turn for hard work.

Th2 pion2er did not trav2l Wastward alonz. With
him wint th2 land sp2culator, th2 mon2y landsrs, and
th2 businsss intarests which bought, tradad and ronted
at a profit. Aftar rifty y2ars of affort, th2 prairie
farmar was far from th2 sscurity for which h2 had la-
borsd. His rent2d, unimprovad land was dsplating, his
obligations ware2 increasing, and h> was caught in a
cycla of brutal toil and povarty. And, h2 was but on?
of th2 sconomlc victims of ths times — Across the 2n-

tir2 country tharz sw2llad a chorus of protast of the

1, S2¢ John D, Hicks, zgg_g%gg;;ggiggfglﬁi Minneapolis,
Univarsity of Minn2sota Prass, so, Oscar

Cargill, Th: Social Ravolt, Naw York, lacmillan, 1933.
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impovarishad, victims of unbridlad capitalism and
graa2d.

Th2 ds2cad2 of th2 21ightiss witness2d th2 riss of
th2 rasform champions: Hanry Adams and his d2nuncia-
tion of political corruption and machin2 powsr; Th20-
dor2 Roos2velt, th: standard bzarsr of civic raform;
Hznry Gz2orge, the 2conomic th2orist and spokzsman fer
the impovsrished; EBdward Bellamy, th2 Utoplan Roman-
cer; William How2lls, th2 Christian Socialist; Jamas
Baird Weaver, th2 clarion of the Populists; William
Jennings Bryans ¥Coln" Harvay; Gensral Coxey; Igna-
tius Donn2lley; John Altgeld; and a host of othars.
Th2 decads saw th2 ris3 of ths Grang3, the Farmsrs
Alliance, and thz organized action of ferm coov2ra=-
tives. Th2 discouragem:nt of all th2 oppr:sssd was
finding collsctiv> axpression in a nntionai unity.

As t2n-c2nt e~rn und ten pare:nt iriterast troublad
Kansas, sco six-ecsnt cotton inflamed Gaorgia,‘cnd both
wer2 frankly sympathatic vlth Montana and Colorado
miners who suffsred from & drop in th2 pric2 of silver.
To 2xpress the m2aning of this revelt, & numbser of
radical orators were commissionzd and in the field.
Mary Ellen Le2ases and "Sockl2sc Jorry" Simpson voicsd
the2 demends of the Plainsman, whiles "Coin" Harvey
stirred the "Eilver Bugs" of ths 90's almost to &

VN
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frenzy. It was an sra of fsrveant m2etings and fulmin-
atiug rasolutions. Th2 CGrang: had b22n soclial or at
most commarcially coopsrativs in its activitiss, but
ths Farmarz Alliance cam? as a revolt. Ons and all,
th2 victims found havan in th: P2opla's Party which
was challsnging the old-lin2 political consarvativas,

. Hemlin Carland, 11ksﬁtbgzqfhcrs, look;d for r2a-
sons to 2xplain the povorti and dsprivation 5f the
psopl= from whom h2 cams. Rsar2d as h2 was 1n_pov~
'arty; giftsd with s3nsitivity and int2lligsncs, he was
d2termined to voice th2 injusticss of the border world.
Aes a c¢hild, his ks2n obssrvation quickly noted ths com-
parison among ths tenant farmer, ths landownsr, and
‘thp city dweller. His youthful zyss notsd the rough
garb, th2 knarled hands, the wearisoms stoop of the
te2nant as oppos:d to the grace, charm and sophistica-
tion of his mer2 fortunate n2ighbors. As a youth,
he knew ths despalr of crop fallure, blight, and |
drought, which ware2 fragqusntly the raward of sndless
labor. Hs witnsseed the ccnstant migration of farmers
who, l2aving the land on which thsy had toilsd in vain,
went in search of mor: fertils land or & homsstead
frse from the sxorbitant r2nts of th: landownar. Hs2
saw his childhood frisndec pressa2d into sarly ssrvice
bshind th2 plow, deni2d th2 advantag2s of 2ducation
beyond th2 2arlisst primere which s2rvad only to stim-
ulate2 an appatits which would n2var be fulflllad.
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Most of all, his sensitivs natur2 rabz2llad against the
drudgary of wom2n whos2 sndl3ss labor mads them old
bafores their tims,

"Ies it not tim2 that th2 human hand c2as2d

to b2 primarily & bludg2on for hammaring

a bar2 living out of ths 2arth? Nature,

all bounti » undiscriminating, would un-

der justice, mak2 such a toil unnsc2ssary.

My h2art burn2d with indignation. With

William Morris and Henry Ge2orge I 2xclaimed,

tNaturs is nit to blam2... Man's laws are

to blamst"®,

fagar for justic2, Garland thought that h2 had
found a solution in th2 2conomic er2do of Hanry Gsorgz.
Garland b2cam2 acquaintad with G20rg2 in Boston.
Ceorg: had be2n attracting wid2spr2ad atta:ntion among
agrarian groups for his 2conomic philosophy, th2 c2n-
tral th2mss of which w2r2 a single tax plan and the
: 2

abolition of trad2 barrisrs. Georg2 advisad the
co;lsction of 2conomic r2nt by th2 govarnmant basad
on th2 strict ass2ss2d valuation of land, axampting
all buiidings or improvamants of any sort. H?2 b2-
li2vad that th? plan would bring all idls lands into
us?2 and would discourag? th2 larg: holdings of unused
lands by banks and corporations sinc2 no on2 could
afford to kesp strictly taxad land out of production.

H2 beslisvad furthar that th: r2vanue2 from such a plan

1, GCarland, Eor ‘

2. S22 Henry Gaorgs, P 2 POV 3
Doublzday, 19263 Also 0. Stesls,
Th: Frasman, VI (May 1943) 3.

Na2w York,
"Our Crado",
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would b2 sufficisnt for all lsgitimats opsrations of
govarnment and fhat no othsr taxes .would b2 n2ce2ssary.
Th2 abolition of trads barriesrs would fr22 m2n to 2x-
ercis? the2ir natural instincts to trad2 which would
snrich and raiss th2 standard of living of all the
psoplas of ths world. Georg2, who bsgan his campaign
in California, carried th2 idesa 2astward to N3w York
City wh2r2 h2 unsucc2ssfully bscam?2 a candidats for
mayor. Belisving in the intarnational aspzets of his
plan, h2 brought his ide2as to England and to Irs2land,
whars h? was twice inprisoﬁsd. His Progrsss and Pov-
8rty, a manifasto of his 2conomic visws, publishad in
1879, attractad much attantion.

In 1893, CGarland attandad a Georg? l2cture in
Fanusil Hall in Boston which inspired him to r2ad Pro-

gress and Povarty. Her2, Garland found th? program h2
had b22n s223king. In comm3nt on ths work, Garland said,

"Unrastrictad individual ownz2rship of the
sarth, I acknowlaedgad to b2 wrong and I
caught som2 glimps2 of th2 radiant pl:anty
of Georgs's Id2al Commonwzalth. Ths trum-
pet call of th2 closing pag2s fillad m2
with a d3sir2 to battls for th2 right.
Hers was a tha2m2 for th2 gr2at orator.
H2r2 was ogportunity for th2 most dsvotad
avanga1l".

For almost a dacad=2 Garland travallad in the G20r-
gist camp. In 1886, h2 Joina2d ths Anti-Povsarty Brigade
and clossly followad G2org? as a sp2aksr. His writings

1. Garland, Son of th: Middls Bordsr, 313.
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and lactur2s mad2 him promin2nt as an agrarian radical
and davot22 of th? singles tax plan, H2 joinzd the
Populists, who, r2pr2santing thz farmsrs in ths2 Wsst,
war2 the first gre2at social rz2alists of th2 naw 2raj;
ths first to sp2ak opsnly and bravaly of the dangsrs
of plutocracy, th2 first to convey som2thing of th2
bswildsrment and anguish a whol2 gansratioh f21t in
ths disillisionmsnt that followed th: Civil War.
Populism, bsing 2ss3:ntially a ground sw2ll of protast,
was th2 first to influsnc2 a folk lit:raturs bas2d on
common n2eds and a common struggla. GCarland offarad
his ssrvic2s to th? Populist Stats Cantral Committae
of Iowa and activaly campaignad in th2 intar::sts of
the third party. H?2 spok: at pienic gounds, livery
stablss and convantions, his indignation growing
sharpsr at 2vary stop. Along with othar 2ager youhg
ra2formers such as th2 sharp-tongu2d Mary €llsn L2as?
(famous for h2r admonition to Kansas farmars to "rais?
l3ss corn and mor2 h2ll") and th2 parsuasivs Jarry
Simpson, h2 journsy2d from one m22ting plac2 to another
inciting protest{ arousing public confidsnc2 in vie-
tory and th:s subs2quant raform l2gislation.

His 2fforts attractad th2 att:ntion of B.0O. Flowsar,
crusading editor of th? Aresna, who flnancad Garland
on trips to Colorado, Kansas and Webraska, intarvisw-

ing farmsrs, sp2aking for th2 Populists, and racording
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his axparisncss of th2 privation and discontsnt which
h2 witn2ssad for the Ar2ma. Thus it was that Garland
bscam2 & literary raform2r. Encouragad bv Kirkland
and How2lls to writ: about th2 things h2? kn3w, pressn-
ted with a conerat2 program of action by Ceorg? and
th2 Populists and now offerad a publication outlat in
ths Arsna, Garland s2iz2d th: opportunity to t21l1 the
story of th2 impoverishad farmer and to sow th2 se2ds
of his own bittar rasbsllion.

"I greawup on a farm and I am detarminad

oncs and for all to put thsz 3ssantial

uglinsss of its 1lifs into print. I will

not 1i2, 2v2n to b2 a patriot... I am a

comp2atant witnass and I intend to t211
the truthv.

Three novals, A Mambsr of ths Third Houss, Jason
Edwards, and A Spoil of Offic3; th2 coll2ction of short

stories, Main Travallad Roads and Qther Main Trava1llad
Roads, and th2 drama Undar th2 Wh23l ware th2 rasult of

this det2rmination. Through th2s? works march a parads

of charactars, slavas of th2 land, subj2cts of th2 most
brutal toil, victims of th2 p2rvarsity of natur2 and
th2 parasitic dsmands of th: landownar aﬁd spaculator.
Always on th2 surfac2 is Garland's bittsr indictmant
of th2 gre:dy landlord and th2 corrupt politician who
parmit this marcilass axploitétion.

1. Garland, Eon of ths Middls Bordar, 416.




Garland achisvad his gr2atest zloqusnc2 in Under
th2 Lion's Paw, a chort story in Main Travs:llad Roads.
His protagonist, Mr. Haskins, l2av2s his farm, which
was da3stroy2d by grass-hopp2rs in th2 Dakotas, to ra-
turn to Wisconsin. 2 r2nts a farm b2longing to Jim
Butlar, ah ownar-parasits. "No slave? in th2 Roman
gallays couldAhavs toil2d so frightfully and livad,
for this man thought h? was frss: and that h2 was
working for his wif2 and blbss'.l Relentlassly,
Baskins prsssed his family into ssrvics to iwmprova.
th: fsrm which h2 hop2d 3vantually to purchase. His
efforts ar2 in vain,.howavor.A H2 discovars that his
ilprov;nants on what was onc2 an almost worthlass pro-
party hav? now add2d to its valu2 and that his sfforts
hav: sarvad only to 2nrich Butlar, who in consideration
of the® improvad valu2, proportionat:ly incr2asss the
purchas2 price. Though th2 moral injustice of the
situation is r2adily appar2nt, Haskins has no r2course.
Th2 damands of Butlar as th2 lzgal own2r of th2 farm

would b2 upheld in courts, interpreting laws which par-

mittad th2 2xploitation of ignorant but innocant victims.

Haskins is radrawn in num2rous oth:r charactars in
ths Garland stori2s. Evidant in th3m 21l is th: farmars!
basic honasty, simpl: faith, and dogg2d datsrmination

1. Garland, Main Travsllad Roads, 140.
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to schisv2 sacurity by th2ir own 2fforts. With a song
on th2ir lips, thsy movad wastward to wr2st thair live-
lihood from th: soil. Th2ir labors ars frustratad and
thair optimism crushsd by ignoranc2 and graad. Men,

woman and childr2n tr2ad th2 same vicious eirecle, thair

“eriss of anguish ignorzd by the2 soecisty which is ras-

ponsible., Thair "song of immigration had baen in
affact th.: hyamn of fugitives".l

A r2markabls shift in smphasis followad Carland's
publication of th> works citad. Th2 storm of bitter
proteast which gr23tad his work startlad him. Th2 qual-
ity magazin2s took no int2rest in such frankly rsba2ll-
ious material and only th: most radical publications
would publish it. Evan his clos2st frisnds warnad him
against b2ing toc caustie. It bzcam? apparant to Gar-
land that h2 had taksn th: wrong course., His chisf
ambition was to succ22d as a writsr and not as an ora-
tor and doctrinairz of politicél raform. His prasant
eours> alignad him with th2 radicals and not th:
artists,

Garland dz:cildsd to experimant. Whil: still pub-
1ishing his caustic rsform matsrial for the Arsna, he

composed a short story callsd A Spring Romane2, & rom-
antic thrae-part tal: of Wisconsin which carafully

l. Garland, Son of th2 Middls Bordar, 368
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avoidad grim r2alitiss and controvarsy, and sant it
to CGildsr of th2 Cantury. Garland was startlad to
find it acc2ptad and to b2 pald th2 2normous sum of
five hundrad dollars for th2 manuseript. H2 sub-
mittad a =2cond attampt callad A_w, a tri-
vial, santimantal tal2 of a Jun2 and D2c2mb2r romanc?2
in a wastern background. It too was accaptad.

Th2 2xp2rimsnt was vary important in d2t:rmining
Garland's subs3qu3nt carszsr. H2: was flattarad by th2
r2cognition of Gilder, whom h2 regarded s2cond only
to How2lls in literary judgemant, and mor2 important,
h2 was convincad that his litsrary suce2ss could be
accomplishad only by a mor2 gant22l litsaraturs. Gar-
land, thar:fors, mad2 his d2cision. H2 chos2 to
follow Gildsr whoss tastss wer2 assthatic, rathsr than
Flowsr, whos2 inter2sts wars 2thical. H2 ?stablishad
hims3lf in Chicago, no longsr th2 militant crusader,
but the romaﬁtic‘artist, his 2n2rgiss no longar
dirsctad towerd social raform, but toward social
eriticism as a litsrary vshicls. His caus? had now
b2com2 his matarial. As subj2cts and litsrary mat-
arial, all th2 unfortunatss of th2 country cam? in-
to rang2. Still b2li2ving in th2 authanticity of
background and charactsr typss, h2 travallad widaly
3xploring naw local2s. Evarywh2r2 h2 found n3w un-

fortunatess who n22d2d an intarpratar. On2 by ons,

y N
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he 2spoussd th2 caus2 of th2 Indian, th2 mountainsar,
th: miner and the: Alaskan primitive.

H2 found r2al inspiration in ths Indian problam.
Her2 was an opportunity for realism with an 2pic qual-
ity which his publishars w2res damanding. H23re was a
whols naw fisld of litsrary sxploitation whos2 pro-
blems could b2 tr2at2d without running th2 risk of
giving psrsonal offancz or invoking controvsrsy.
Garland said,

"Th2 trip into Indian tzrritory turnad

out to b2 a vary important svent in my

lifs. Pirst of all it 2nabl2d m2 to

complate th2 writing of th2 %apta%n...

end startad m2 on & long s2riss o

short storiass depicting th2 1lif2 of the

r2dmen. It gav: m2 an s2normous amount

of valuablz matsrial and confirmad m2

in my conviction_that th2 Indian na2ded

an intsrpratesr®.
And intarpr2t them h2 did. H2 was convincad that ths
radman was passing, "as th2 buffalo had pass2d, as the
plains and ths wild spaces war2 passing, as 2vary wild
thing must pass bafors ths sver thicksning flood of

2

the whitz ploughmen pressing upon thz land"., (It is
interesting to nots that his formar victims had tham-
salves bacom2 opprassors.)

Th2 redman was passing b2caus? of th: Lnhumanity

of th? white man, which stammed from two souress —

1. Garland, Daughtsr of th2 Middls Bordsr, 182.
2, Garland, taip of t El $3 T 413.
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th2 popular cont2mpt for th: Indian and th2 blundars
of official Washington policiess which war2 actually
intended to hz2lp him. A brisf conversation of the
principal<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>