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AB3TRaCT

A HISTORY OF THE PR3-5CHOCL PROGRAIM IN THE COLLZIGz
OF HOMZ £CCNOMICS AT MICHIGAN STATZ UNIVERSITY

by Violet Charlotte Fez2

This study attempts to recreate the history of the
pre-school prcgram at Michigan State University since early
records, particularly of the Laboratory Pre-school, were
often misplaced or lost in frequent moves.

The investigator makes use of published and micro-
film reports and minutas of the sState Board of Agriculture
from 1922 to 1965, microfilm files of the University's news-

rapers and periodicals, the Lansing State Journal and the

Detroit Fres Press for much of the same period. Accounts

of events and incidents were obtained in interviews with a
number of people who had had soma connactions with either
or both of the schools. Letters, photographs and scrapbooks
wera also usad.

The study begins with a short history of Child Devalop-
ment and the pra-school movsement in the United States. Marprill-
Palmer 3chool (now Merrill-Palmer Institute) openad its
nursary school in 1922. 3Since its opening, Michigan State
University students majoring in Child D2va2lopment have had

the oprortunity for special training in that school. The



Violat Charlotta F=2e

Latoratory Pre-school, or College Nursery school as it was
first callad, opsnad in 1927.

4 second pre-schocl was bzgur in 19L8. This was the

drartan Cooperative Nursary School 2stablishad tc meet the
reads of the young children of rarriad students and to giva

the young parants new ideas and new insights into parent-

child relationships. This school ra2ceivad natiornal recog-

nition as an outstanding examyle of rarent, teacher and com=-
mur.ity cooreration. Thz school continues te operate in this
tradition.

Both the Michigan 2tatz University scheocls were
d2signad to sarve th2 nzz2ds of cecllefe studants and th2 com-
munity. Both serva as centars for student ressarch and the
training of pre-school teachers. 4 brief account is givan of
the rresent progran with grours of cormmunity childron and
itz rola of the schools and the staff in “he taacher training
rrogram for liead Start.

Emphasized are the services given local, statz2 and
national grours by the schools zand individual teachars.e Tha

four-£fold ideal of service to chilld, parent, comunity and

nation is se2n as th2 underlyin: principle of the schools,
in the rast and at th2 presant time.
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CHAFT&R I
INTRODUCTION

It is well known that Michigan State University is
the first of the Land-Grant colleges to be established under
the Morrill Act. Often overlooked, however, is the fact
trhat the actual founding of the University goes back to
February 12, 1855 when Governor Kingsley Bingham signad the
law which created the Agricultural College of Michigan. The
College was formally opened May 13, 1857. The Morrill Act
of 1862 provided grants of land to institgtions for agricul-
tural educatiocn and the Agricultural College of Michigan was
the first institution to mest the demands of the Morrill Act
and to profit therefronm.

M.S.U., as it is known today, has therefore been a
pioneer institution from its earliest days. However, it has
not only pioneered in agriculture but it was also a pioneer
in the area of Child Development.

Merrill-Palmer Institute in Detroit opened its

Nursery School in January, 1922. The Home Economics Divi-

sion of Michigan igricultural College (as it came to be called)

kad a part in this new type of school from its opening days.

As a result a nursery school was started at M.A.C. in 1927,



forty ysars ago. Since its opening in the summer of 1927
this nursery school has been moved from rlace to place on
the campus, its records have been scattered, and another
pre-school, Spartan Nursery School, has bezn established.

Wwith the increase in enrollment at M.S.U., the
rapid expansion of, and ensuing changes in, the campus and
the ever-growing demand for pre-school experiences for chil-
dran, it seemad dasirable to attempt to recapture the almost
forgotten past of our campus schools, their aims and pur-
poses, and tha character of their physical plants.

This study, then, is historical and descriptive
in nature without hypotheses or assumptions.

Data were collected from a variety of sources. Much

information was obtained from The Secretary's Annual Report

to the Presidant and the Minutes of the State Board of Agri-

culture from June 30, 1922 through June 30, 1965, The more
important arzas examined in this source included reports
from the Dsan of Home Zconomics, the Department of Buildings
and Grounds and the Director of Married Housing (from August,
1946); Board actior regarding appointments, resignations and
changas in staff positions; action concarning building pro-
grams and miscellaneous business, and a list of gifts and
grants received in the Comptroller's office.

Reports of the Head of the Department of Homs Man-
agement and Child Development were available from 1955 and

were a valuable source of informatione



The files of the M.S.U., city and area newspapers
for the period of the study were examined. Eighteen inter-
views ranging from twenty minutes to three hours in length
were held. These were with persons who had had some con-
tact with the schools at various times.

The material collected from these sources was in-

corporated in the following study.



CHAPTEZR II
BEGINNINGS

The twentieth century is often referred to as "Ths
Century of the Child." Lawrence K. Frank attributes this
phrase to a Scandinavian woman rhilosopher, Ellen Key.l In
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Rousseau and
Pestalozzi had dreamed about a new way of locking at the
child and had tried to describe and make this way real to
their contemporaries. Froebel, in his kindergarten, opened
a new educational world for the young childe In the early
years of the twentieth century John Dewey's progressive
education philosophy began to be accepted by experimental
schools throughout America. By the nineteen-twenties many
schocls were beginring to plan curricula based on childrents
interests and the idea of learning by doinge. This period
was characterized by intense interest in the pre-school child.
Frank states that

In the early nineteen twenties there were only three
Nursery Schools in the United States. In New York

lLawrence Ke Frank, "The Beginnings of Child Develop-
ment and Family Education in the Twentieth Century,"™ The
Merrill-Palmer Quarterly of Behavior and Development, Vol.
8, Noe 4 (October, 1962), Preprint, p. 7.




City the Harriet Johnson Nursery School, started by
Lucy Sprague Mitchell, was the first step in an
experimental educational program, that became the
City and Country School, and a research program in
the Bureau of Educational Experiments. In Boston,
the Ruggles Street Nursery School and Training Center
was started in January, 1922 by Abigail Eliot . « &
as a welfars agency for neglected children. « «
Also in January, 1922 the Merrill-Palmer Nursery
School started as a center of child development,
child rearing and early education, and for family
education. At Iowa there was a pre-school unit,

so called to distinguish from a nursery school, a
term not used at Iowa for a number of years.?

There are some uncertainties about the above facts.
It is a more commonly accepted fact that Caroline Pratt
started the Play School, later known as the City and Country
School, in 1913 or 1914. Lucy Sprague Mitchell published

her Here and Now Story Book in 1921. In her Introduction,

dated July, 1921 she pays tribute to both the City and
Country School and the school run by the Bureau of Educa-
tional Experiments (Harriet Johnson's) and especially to
Caroline Pratt ". . . without whom these sto}ies would never
have been dreamed of or written," and mentioned that the
stories were read to the children in the laboratory school.l
It was at the Bureau of Educational EZxperiments where Harriest

Johnson did the work which resulted in her book Children

2Ibid., p. 8.

3Lucy Sprague Mitchell, Here and Now Story Book (New
York: £. P. Dutton and Co., 1921), p. 71.




in the Nursery School which tells of nine years of exparimental

work there.

John Dewey started his Laboratory School in 1896,
This was incorporated into the University of Chicago in
1902, This University had a laboratory group of young chil-
dren prior to 1920 but it was not callaed a nursery school.

It would ssem that there may have been a number of pre-school
education groups whether designated as nursery schools or
not, as early as 1920. To pinpoint exact dates and locations
of nursery schools is not the purpose of this paper but

these facts indicate that the "golden age of the child,"
those years of the nineteen-twenties, had begun.

The significant date, as far as the pre-school move-
ment at Michigan State University is concerned, was the Jan-
uary, 1922 opening of the Merrill-Palmer Nursery School in
Detroit. Edna Noble White, the schoolt's first Director
". « o undertook to direct the recruitment and training of
promising candidates of nursery school work, providing them
with a variety of experiences at Merrill-Palmer and at other
centers, which participated in this program. For many years
Merrill-Palmer was the major center for rreparing nursery

school teachers, and continued this function until other

“Harriet M. Johnson, Children in the Nursery School
(New York: The John Day Co., 1929).




centers becam2 established and were ready to carry on such
training."5

Miss White at first drew her student trainees largely
from girls enrolled in home economics divisions of Michigan
colleges.6 Michigan Agricultural College was one of the
first colleges to be asked to participate in this program.
This was probably due to the interest of Mary E. Sweeny
who cams to M.A.Ce as Dean of Home Economics in December,
1920, Dean Sw22ny was not only a woman of high scholastic
quality ". . « other characteristics were soon evident. En-
thusiasm became contagious and every department saw new
lines of intersest; her great energy and her insight into
state and community possibilities increasad the reach of
fed.Co?s facilities."’ Under her guidance, clinics were
set up in local schools, and a cooperative arrangement be-
tw2en Sparrow Hospital and the College was worked out whereby
staff and students were interchanged. Dean Sweeny also found
time to give two lectura courses at the Detroit Teachers

College.8

5Frank, "The Beginnings of Child Development," p. 26.

Edna Noble White, et al., The Merrill-Palmer School,
An Account of Its First Twenty Years (Detroit: errill-

Palmer School, 1940), p. 22.

"Maude Gilchrist, The First Thres Decades of Home
Sconomics at Michigan State College, 1896-1926 (East Lansing,
Mich.: School of Home Economics, Michigan State College,
1947), ppe. 45, Lb.

8

Ibido, po 460



In her annual report to President David Friday on
June 30, 1922, Dean Sweeny devoted much attention to the
Merrill-Palmer School. In April, 1921, the State Board of
Agriculture of M.A.C. and the Board of Trusteas of Merrill-
Palmer entered into a plan of cooperation by which six
senior home economics students of high scholastic standing
at M.A.C. were to study in residence at the Detroit school.
Courses were to be intensive and special ones dealing with
the care of young children between the ages of fifteen months
and five years 6f ago. Nutrition and feeding problems were
to be studied and also the social agencies dealing with the
home., For this work the Merrill-Palmer Institute furnished
a residence and practice house for the girls and a staff
of specialists for instructing them. Among these teachers
was Dr. Helen T. Woolley. Miss Emma Henton of Gypsy Hill
Training School in London was in charge of the Nursery School.
(She had special permission from the English Education
authorities for a leave of absence to start a nursery school
in the United States.) Miss Lois Yerkes, Associate Pro-
fessor of Home Economics at M.A.C., was to be sent with the
girls. She was to teach home management practices and nu-
trition and assist in the care of the nursery school chil-
dren. M.A.C. offered these courses: H.E. 31 and 32, 34
and 15. Home Care of the Child, H.E. 34, was offered
Spring and Fall terms, 1921-22. It had been planned as a



cooparative course with the Merrill-Palmer School but the
student demand for it was so great that it was given at
Merrill-Palmer and on the College campus as well.

The girls were to help with daily health inspection,
weekly weighing and measuring under a physiciants direction
and were to observe groups for three hours daily with special
observations of specific children for various purposes, help
plan and prepare the food and sit at table with the children.
The report also mentioned special lectures by experts in
field and laboratory work and sociology.9

During the first term six outstanding senior girls
went to Merrill-Palmer. They were Maurine Dutt (Barkley),
Dorothy Yakeley (Copland), Lillian Grimm (Frazer), Mary Ann
Gilchrist, Belle Farley (Murray) and Mary Emily Ranny (White-
law). These were the first girls to go to Merrill-Palmer
from any college. Miss Mary Ann Gilchrist recalled that the
girls thought it was a wonderful and worthwhile experience.
They have kept up a "Round Robin Letter" since that time. She
had received such a letter early in April, 1967. May 27,
1961, they held a reunion at Merrill-Palmer. She recalled

that Edna Noble White and Helen T. Woolley were among their

9Mary E. Sweeny, "Annual Report to President David
Friday," Sixty-first Annual Report of the Secretary of the

State Board of Agriculture of the State of Michigan (East
Lansing, Mich.: Michigan aAgricultural College, Vol. 61,

June 30, 1922), pp. 83 ff.




10

teachers. The house Merrill-Palmer provided for them was
unfurnished and the girls helped to furnish it. Miss
Henton was in charge of the practical work in the Nursery
School. Professor Yerkes lived with them and supervised
their work. Each week two girls served as cooks, two as
hostesses and two worked in the Nursery School.lO Mrs.
Margaret Plant Thorpe felt her time at Merrill-Palmer in
1925 was most rewarding.ll

Dean Sweeny resigned in the summer of 1922 to
return for a time to the University of Kentucky. From
there she went to Merrill-Palmer to become Assistant Direc-
tor. Several girls from M.A.C. remember having her as a
teacher there,

These events are important because they provide the
background for M.A.C.'s nursery school rrogram which was
still in the future.

Louise H. Campbell, Acting Dean of Home Economics,
gave other glimpses of the role the Merrill-Palmer training
rlayed at MesA.Ce. In her report for June 30, 1923 she stated,

"The students [attending Merrill-Palmer] are beginning to

10

Interview with Miss Mary Ann Gilchrist, April
12, 1967.

llInterview with Mrs. Margaret Plant Thorpe,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Plant, M.S.U. Librarian,
April 11, 1967.
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appreciate the real worth of such a course. Students ex-
press a desire for more psychology to better prepare them
for the more advanced work at Merrill-Palmer." In this
report the new Home Economics building was mentioned and
the hope expressed that upon its completion, the course in
Home Care of the Child, H.E. 34, might bte developed so as
to compare favorably with those courses at Merrill-Palmer.
During this year Merrill-Palmer also took over Frofessor
Yerkes'! salary and her name was no longer on the M.,A.C.
faculty list.12

Miss Jean Krueger was appointed Dean of Home Zconom-

ics in 1923. The Holcad (predecessor of The Michigan State

News), for Tuesday, October 2, 1923 carried an item telling
of a reception to be given in her horor by Mrs. H. H.
Halladay, wife of the Secretary of the State Board of Agri-
culture and Mrs. Rotert S. Shaw, wife of the President .13
The new Home Economics building was formally opened
on Tuasday evening, February 5, 1924 during Farmer's Weak.
It was called "a gay party with music by the college or-
chestra, punch and wafers in the Assembly Hall." Dean

Krueger commented on this occasion that, "Columbia has a

lzLouise H. Campbell, "Report to the President," in
Annual Report--State Board of Agriculture, Vol. 62 (June 30,

1923 s Do 79.
13The Holcad (East Lansing, Mich.), October 2, 1923.
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building nearly as good but with more expensive equipment
but with that exception I do not think there is another

building superior to the one we have in the United States."l4

141bid., February 8, 1924.



CHAPTER III
THE LABORATORY PRZ-SCHOOL

The fine new Home Economics building contained a
suite of rooms on the third floor which had been planned
as a Child Care unit. "It had a large playroom for the
children, a kitchen for the preparation of their food and
a medical examination room.“l These rooms were at the
southwast corner of the building. This Child Care unit
may have been done with suggestions from Merrill-Palmer.
when it was decided to add the suite, changes had to be made
in the original plans during the summer. Mrs. Dora Stock-
man, a member of the State Board of Agriculture at the time
may have helped in the planning of the suite. Since the
building was already under construction, the suite was put
near the elevator on the third floor.

It is also probable that the suite was not designed
primarily as a nursery school but, as the name indicates,
as a child care laboratory where girls training to become

teachers of Home Economics and Family Life in high school

lGilchrist, First Three Decades of Home Zconcmics,

Pe 550

13
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might get some actual experience in working with young
children and observe their growth and behavior.? There had
been very little reszarch done in the areas of child develop-
ment and nutrition. The term Child Developmen£ research
was not used until 1924 or 1925 when the National Research
Council changed the name of its committee on Child Fsychol-
ogy to the Committee on Child Development. The first Uni-
versity Child Development Center was started at Teachers
College, Columbia University in 1925.3

The Smith-Hughes Act which furnished money for Home
Economics teachers or supervisors in qualified high schools
had increased the number of stﬁdents majoring in Home
Economics in colleges. The Home Economics Division at M.A.C.
was a leader in this training program. However, no Smith-
Hughes money was given for nursery schocl teachers in the
schools. The child care suite at M.A.C. was to serve as a
training center for the high school teachers but in the
minds of many of the staff there was a second purpose, namely
to provide surroundings and care which would ensure the proper

development of the children involved.4

2Interview with Dr. Marie Dye, Dean Emeritus, School .
of Home Economics, Michigan State University, November 9, 19€6.

3Frank, The Beginnings of Child Development, p. 10.

Linterview with Dr. Marie Dye, November 9, 1966.
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Dean Krueger stressed the need for strong courses
in Child Study and Parent Education and reaffirmed the value
of the Merrill-Palmer experience to the students attending
Merrill-Palmer. She said, "This [experience] is insuffi-
cient. The suite of rooms planned for this purpose should
be equipped, instructors provided and courses in child care
developed in the near future."® Two years later she said,
"The incorporation of a course in Child Study to include a
nursery school laboratory, and an additional practice house
space are greatly needed."6

The State Board of Agriculture apparently acted
favorably on this request since the following year Dean
Krueger reported, "Catherine Miller, a graduate student and
Fellow of the Merrill-Palmer School, Detroit, was appointed
to develop and teach the new course in Child Study."7 "In
connection with the course in Child Study « « « a nursery
school caring for eightesn children between the ages of
eighteen months and five years was opened during the summer

session. This course has been elected by every Senior Home

5Krueger, "Report to the President,” in Annual Report--

State Board of Agriculture, Vol. 64 (June 30, 1925), p. 70.
1bid., Vol. 66, June 30, 1927, p. 83.

7Ibid., Vol. 67, June 30, 1928, p. 116.
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Economics student and is considered one of the most valu-
able in the Division."&

The Nursery School opened in June, 1927 with six-
teen children enrolled instead of the eighteen expected.
The first child to be enrolled was Jack Stewart, thae son of
Mr. Glenn O. Stewart, the Director of Alumni Relations at
M.S.C. (the name of the college had been changed in May,
1925) and Mrs. Stewart. Jack'!s aunt, Mabel Rogers (Huggins)
was the supervising teacher of Home Economics at the high
school at the time.

Jack was in the nursery school the first summer and
all of the following year. In a letter written April 15,
1967, Mrs. Stewart wrote that Jack called himself the "Dean
of the Nursery School." He was one of the children who had
suits made for him in Anna Bayha'!s clothing class. At the
close of the term the children modelled the garments made
for them. His aunt remembered a time when Jack becéme
frightened and came running to her.?

Before the opening day of the school Miss Miller

made some changes in the rooms. She remembers that all

8Ibid., p. 120.

9Letter from Fanny L. Stewart, April 15, 1967. En-
closed was a snapshot of Jack taken on his fifth birthday.
He was wearing a white sailor suit made for him by a student
in Miss Bayha's class.
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the lovely cupboard doors were closed by a catch knob with
a tongue which had to be turnad in a certain way before
the doors could be opened. The doors were removed and gay
printed percale curtains were hung in their place.

Although there was a kitchen in the Nursery School
Suite, in the beginning the childrents lunch was prepared
in the Women's Building next door. It was the job of Mrs.
Saver, for many years the maid in the Food Laboratory, to
carry the food up to the Nursery School. Later the cooking
was done in the kitchen in the suite. At the beginning of
the World War II years, the early 1940's, ths cook was the
wife of an M.5.C. professor. She was a Merrill-Palmer and
a Cornell University graduate. She had a daughter in the
Nursery School and was soon to have another child. One day
the daughter said, "My brother's bag is all packed.™ When
asked, "Is he going away?" she replied, "No, he isn't going
away. He hasn't come yet." This was Dorothy Davis.10 Dr.
Madison Kuhn reports another amusing incident. It was told
that one of the children from the Nursery School‘was having
her hair cut by a barber who asked if she went to kinder-

garten. "No," she repliede "I go to college."ll Catherine

loInterview with Catherine Miller Buell, first teacher
in the College Nursery School, April 3, 196€7.

llMadison Kuhn, Michigan State--The First Hundred
Y2ars (£ast Lansing, Mich.: Michigan Statas University Fress,
19557, p. 292.
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Miller Buell thinks this may have been Katherine Cox.

The daily program included a play period which per-
mitted free choice of dramatic play materials, a variety
of art media, toys and games. There were stories and songs
and whenever possible a period of outdoor play followed by
a carefully planned lunch, after which the children napped
on canvas cots. These were stored on the higher shelves and
had to be set up during the lunch period. From the start
students in Home Economics not only observed the children
but assisted in the daily routins.

The college paper carried a small news item stating,
"The Nursery School opened this summer has been very popular
with the girls under the guidance of Miss Catherine Miller
from Merrill-Palmer. Tha course consists of work in the
laboratory with the children and lectures by Miss Miller."12
The course was H.E. 437--a lecture series for Child Develop-
ment Seniors only. The students were required to do four
hours of observation at a time. An attempt was made to have
them participate in the lunch hour and also to observe from
three to four o'clock when the children had finished their

napsSe. 13

12010 Michi gan State News (formerly The Holcad),
Friday, January 20, 1928.

LInterview with Mrs. Catherine Miller Buell,
October 24, 1966.
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An article in a local paper some months later gave
an account of the day's program, some sample menus, an
idea of the teaching techniques used at mealtime, "We sat
everything on our plates at Nursery School,"™ and described
the playroom. Mention was made of the little rose colored
tables, the tiny curtains of pretty colors and the pets,
Oswald, the guinea pig; Patsy, the canary; Blackie and Whitie,
the white rats and the goldfish. E£xcellent pictures of
children and teachers were included.ld

Originally it had been the plan that a nurse from
the Health Service would come to examine the children and
work with the students but this plan was not realized. In-
stead, Grace Harvey, now Mrs. G. Dewey MacDonald, assumed
this responsibility. Miss Harvey was a graduate of the
five year nursing course offered by the Home Economics
Division in cooperation with Sparrow Hospital. She was an
Instructor at Sparrow Hospital but she also came out to
M.S.C. to teach some courses in the care of the sick in the
Home Zconomics Department. Nurses in training in Pediatrics
at Sparrow Hospital spent a month on the campus and did the
morning inspection. In exchangz Miss Miller went to Sparrow

Hospital to give lectures in Pediatrics.15

) thansing State Journal, Wednesday, February 6, 1929,
p. L]

15Inter‘view with Mrs. Catherine Miller Buell, April

3, 1967.
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Participation in the radio program given by the
Home Economics Division, "Tha Home-makert's Hour" was ex-
pected of the teachsr in charges of the nursary school. She
assumed responsibility for at least six of these programs
a year. In the early days the WKAR studios were in the
"Tower" of the Home Zconomics building and the talks were
given ovar a remote control microphone in one of the officss.
The Home Economics staff choss topics without a coordinator
for sevaeral years. After a time a coordinator did plan the
programs with the staff.16 It is only in very recent years
that thesae talks have been discontinued. When Mrs. Patricia
Dorn Adams took over the radio program she did the talks
herself but occasionally called on the staff to speak as
specialists in their fields.17

From this job description it is quite evident that
the Nursary School had bezn designed to sarve several pur-
poses: (1) to serve as a laboratory in which students in
Home Economics at Me3.Ce. could observe young children, study
their needs, watch their development and learn good techniques
for working with tha young child; (2) to provide a rich and
varied educational experience for the children themselves

under the guidance of well trained teachers; (3) to cooperate

16

Interview with Mrs. Catherine Miller Buell, October
2L, 1966.

7Interview with Mrs. Vera Borosage, april 11, 1967.



21

with the families of the children and with the community
at large in a program of rarental and adult education in
the field of child rearing; and (4) in later years when a
graduate program in Child Development had been started, to
serve as a research laboratory for an increasing number of
graduate studantse.

It is also evident that the Nursery School teacher
carried a very heavy work load. For several years her only
professional helr was a one-half time graduate assistant
or two quarter-time graduate assistants. The first person
to be so designated in the State Board of Agriculture Re-
ports was Annabelle McRae, a graduate of M.S.C. Home Zco-
nomics Division who ". . . was appointed as Fellow to give.
half-time assistance to the Nursery School."18

There was no playground in the original building
plans, so one had to b2 addeds The only space which was
available was at the northeast corner of the Home &Zconomics
building on the site of the prasent parking lot. This was
not an ideal place. It was noisy and there was little sun-
shine. Toys had to be taken ur and down on the elevator
since they wers stored on the third floor. Those who re-

mamber the old elevator will recall that it was often

lsKrueger, "Report to the President," in Annual Re-
por;-BState Board of Agricultura, Vol. 68 (June 30, 19297,
Poe 20
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out-of-order. This meant long climbs for children and staff.
Former Dean Mary Sweeny, back on camprus for a program, sharply
scolded Miss Miller for permitting such a playground to bte
constructed. When Miss Miller replied, "Dr. Sweeny, you
should know that fences are not allowed to spoil the archi-
tectural effects," Dr. Sweeny "laughed merrily and forgave
her."19

In 1939 the playground at the northeast corner of
the Home Zconomics building was still being used. A gradu-
ate student who worked in the Nursery School remembers when
an accident on Grand River Avenue mad2 it impossible to use
the playground for a time. A cattle truck overturned nearby
and the cattle were penred in the play yard until other
transportation could be found.<0

Dean Krueger left in September of 1929 and Dr. Dye,
who had joined the staff in 1922 to organizs a department
of research and graduate study was aprointed Dean, effec-
tive September 1, 1929. In her report to the President,
June 30, 1934, Dean Dye wrote, "Cne of the greatest needs
of the Division [Home Economics] is for additional work in

Child Development. All students should receive more training

lgInterview with Mrs. Catherine Miller Buell, April
3, 19€7.

2OInterview with Dorothy Hopson aells, a graduate
of Me3.Us, now a faculty wife, April 14, 1967.
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in the field and a major should be offered in it. The
Division should b2 training nursery school teachers."?l

In January, 1935, the Department of Home Management
and Child Developrment was formed and Dr. Irma Gross was
appointad Head of the new dapartment.22

Znrollment continued to increase. Dean Pye, in her
annual report to the State Board of Agriculture on June
30, 1936 said, "Three graduate students have been studying
for the Master's degrez2 this year. The work of the depart-
mant is being curtailed because of lack of laboratory space.
An additional home management house and a larger laboratory
for the course in Child Development are urgent needs."<3
(It is possible that Hslen Louise Ewing, one of the three
students, was the first person to receive a Master'!s degree
in Child Develorment. 3She received her degree August 1,
1941.)

"dhen enrollment [in the College of Home Economics]
passed 700 in 1937 a wing was added to the Home Economics

building and the Nursery School was moved to a separate

21Dean Marie E. Dye, "Report to the President," in
Annual Report--State Board of Agriculture, Vol. 73 (June 30,
1934), p. 112.

22Ibid., Vol. 74, pe. 26,

23Ibid., Vol. 75, p. 150. On May 2, 1967 Dr. Dye
reported that eighty-five Masters degrees in Child Develop-
ment had been granted to date.
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house to providz classrooms and laboratory space fo- the
students."?4

Plans had been made to move the Nursery 3School into
tke brick house now known as Cowles House in 1937 but Gov-
ernor Murphy was given permission to use that house as his
official residsnce during his year as Governor. In the late
spring or early summer of 1938 the Nursery School did move
into the white frame house which stood betwsen the Home
Economics building and the Union building. This was the
house formerly used by Secrstary Addison Makepeace Brown
as his residence but which had in more recent years been
used as the headquarters of the Economics Department.

It was possible to accommodate two groups of chil-
dren with twslve in each group. The older group used the
sacond floor; the younger were on the first floor. Miss
Miller taught the younger group, was over-all supervisor
and taught classes in the Departmant of Child Development.
Miss Ruth Wagner from Davenport, Iowa was the first full-
time laboratory assistant. She came in 1937 and she was
in charge of the older children. Miss Elsie Gabel from
Hood College took her place in 1941-42.

Bathrooms in the Brown house were fitted with small

2l’F‘ift:’Let.h Anniversary--School of Home £conomics-—-
1896-1946 (East Lansing, Mich.: Michigan state College,
n.d.

Pe Se
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size plumbing fixtures and a fenced-in play yard was to be
added later to the east side of the house. Furnishings,
equipment and toys were moved from the Homa Economics build-
ing suite. After a time one important new piece of equipment
was added. This was a one-way vision screen built at the
College Carpentry Shop to Miss Miller's spacifications.
This mad2 it possible for college students and parents to
observe the children without disrupting any activity.

To the rabbits and other pets which had been moved
from the former suite, a kid was added. He was fed from a
bottle in the play yard much to the amusement of college
students passing by. He remained at the Nursery School
until he grew up and his horns grew long enough to be a
possible source of danger although he was a loving pet. One
of the large bathtubs had bsen left in the downstairs bath-
room and the teachers and childran occasionally bathed the
goat in that tub. At night he was locked inside the house.
The school cook, who became very fond of him made him a
hat and coat which he seemed tc enjoy wearing. Early one
morning Professor Mary Lewis was seen riding in a taxicab
on campus accomranied by a goat wearing a hat and coat.
They were on their way to visit the children at the Foster
Strest School in Lansing. When it was decided that he must
"graduate™ from school the cock took him to her home,

Soon after moving into the Brown house Miss Miller

helped Architect Calder plan a nursery school unit which



26

it was estimated would cost approximately 25,000 to build
and which contained many good up-to-date ideas for a nursery
school.s This was in 1939 or 1940, perhaps. There is no
record of any action by the State Board of Agriculture on
such a plan.
During the World War II years the children in the
Nursery 3School saw many groups of young soldiers marching
to classes and "Hup! Twol! Threel! Fourl"™ became a part of
their play. Wartime brought serious problems to the Nursery
School staff. With the great demand for workers in the
war plants and the high wages offered there it became almost
impossible to keep a cook for the Nursery School. Catherine
Miller Buell recalls that for a time she cooked lunch for
nearly fifty persors (children, college students and staff)
and taught a late morning class in Child Development.
Wartime also brought additional community duties
for the staff. In 1942 a Day Care Program for children
of workers in the war plants was begun. The Child Develop-
ment staff at M.S.C. not only helped in the planning of
the program but also taught group refresher courses for
voluntear nursery school teachers in the program. This
writer had a graduate reading course with Mrs. Buell in
preparation for such teaching. The staff gave lectures and
deamonstrations and Dean Dye, Amy Newberry and Catherine

Miller Buell wrote a manual on nutrition for uss in the
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program. At some tim2 during this period a training course
was given for mothers who would be working in the newly
organized Community Nursery in Lansing. There was always
a six weeks summar nursery school session.<?

The last years of World war II wers tense and anxious
ones for the nation. They were also unsettling years for
the Nursary 3chool. Many changes in staff were made. Cath-
erine Miller Buell resigned in September, 1944 after having
been Head of the Nursery School for seventeen yesarse. Elsie
Gabel, teacher of the older group of children resigned De-
cember 31, 1944. Dr. Dorothy Mummery became the new head
teachar in the fall of 1944 but she stayad only one year.

Dean Dyes reported on June 30, 1946 that there had
been an entirely new staff for the Nursery School that year
with Assistant Professor Shirley Newsom in charge of the
Nursery School and Miss Bernice Borgman and Miss Ruth High-
berger as instructors. All had come in September, 1945.26
The new instructors were in charge of an all-day nursery

group and taught a freshman class in Child Development.

25The above information was obtained in three inter-
views with Mrs. Catherine Miller Buell, October 24, 19€6,
April 3, 1967 and April 13, 1967.

26Dye, "Report to the President,"™ in Annual Report--

State Board of Agriculture, Vol. 85 (June 30, 1946), p. 1ll4i.
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On the M.S.C. campus veterans began to return to
college classes and a new building program was begun. A new
wing was to be added to the Union building which would
necessitate the razing of the Brown house. New quarters
had to be found for the Nursaery School. In the minutes of
the meeting of the State Board of Agriculture for April 21,
1949 the wrecking of the old frame house between the Union
and Home Zconomics building was approved.

In 1947 the Nursery School was moved to another
white frame house, ths Thomas Gunson house. Some peopls
remember it as the house with the greenhouse near the lovely
Beal Gardens. Once more plumbing fixtures had to be re-
rlaced and structural changes made. The writer had visited
the Gunsons many times in earlier years. It was always a
delightful place to visit but it did not seem to be a
particularly desirable facility for a rursery school.

Dr. Borgman described the school here as having a
playroom and bathroom facilities on each floor, a kitchen,
staff room and storage space. Two groups of children wsare
enrolled for all-day sessions.?7 The surrounding grounds

provided exciting nature experiences any season of the year.28

27Interview with Dr. Bernice Borgman, Professor in
Home IManagement and Child Development at M.3.U., April 3,

19€7.

28Miss Ruth Newman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chace
Newman, gave the writer a picture of the Gunson house from
the M.4.C. Heliostat for 1896.
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The year 1947 brought another changa which was to
have an effect upon the pre-school program at Me.S.C. This
was the planning of what was first called thes Veterans!
Nursery School; this was to open early in 1948. This school
received a great deal of publicity and during the next years
the College Nursery School came to be an almost forgotten
venture as far as the general public was concerned. How-
ever, for interested parents, the school was still a sourée of
both anxiety and happiness. It had been said for years
that a child had to be registered at birth in order to get
in the College Nursery School. This continued to be true
in the post-war period. One mother produced a copy of the
"Aprlication Card for Nursery School, Michigan State Col-
lege." Her daughter had been born March 9, 1946, the date
of the application was March 19, 1946 and the entrance date
desired was Fall, 1948 and the child had been admitted in
1948. The mother recalled that thsre had been a program of
home visiting in which college studsnts came to the home to
bathe the baby.<9

Another mother mentioned the lovely gardens, the
big wooden puzzles and large wooden building blocks. She

had three children in the Nursery School. After waiting

29Interview with Mrs. Doris Fitzpatrick, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Chace Newman, April 9, 1967.
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a long time for the first one to be admitted she registered
the second before his birth. Sha recalled that the school
seemed to be too crowded and that parents did little visit-
ing because students needad the space for class observation.
Dr. Gross visited the school occasionally. Families were
asked to bring menus of family meals for the week in order
that the school lunch might be fitted to the children's
food needs.30

A student doing her practice teaching during ths
summer session of 1953 remembered a number of things about
the house and the program. Many people were uncertain as
to whether thare had been a fenced play yard. She was
certain there had been one. She remembered there were
fine hardwood floors and that little round tables wers used
for eating. While there were two teaching units during the
regular school year there was only one small group of rer-
haps eight children for this particular six week session.
The children stayed for lunch but went home after lunch.
There was a rest period on cots before lunch. The food
was cooked in the school kitchen. The school cook did not
like liver so whenever liver was on the menu the cook found

an unusual or "fancy" way to rprepare it. During the lunch

30

Interview with Mrse. Joseph Evans, teacher and M.3.U.
faculty wife, April 11, 1967.



31

period the students kept records of what each child ats.31
Professor Mary Lewis, a former staff member of the
College of Home Zconomics sent a four page letter containing
much information about the Gunson house days of the Nursery
School. The text of this letter is given in full in
Aprendix B,
That this move to the Gunson house was considered
a temrorary one seems evident from statements made by Dean
Cye in her annual report. She said, ™A place for the Nursery
Schocl must be provided as the International Center is
started."3? Apparently this was a building plan which was
not realizad and the school was not moveds On June 30,
1950 Dean Dye says, "The present old and inadequate Nursery
School building is soon to te torn down to provide space
for the new college library and thus a new one is essential.
The new Nursery School should be planned for a larger number
of children with ample play space both inside and out-of-
doors, and also for the observation and participation of

more college students."33

31Inter'view with Mrs. Betty Tuttle, former graduate
student, now on Laboratory Pra-3chool staff, April 13, 19€7.

32Dye, "Report to the President,”™ in Annual Rsport--
State_Board of Agriculture, Vol. 87 (June 30, 1948, p. 240.

BBIQiéoo Vol. 89 (June 30, 1950), p. 221.
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A year later ths Dean says,
The present nursery school is located in an old
house that is too small to provide a place for the
children and at the same time observation space for
the students. Larger, fireproof facilities planned
to fit the needs of a good nursery school must be
provided for the training of majors in child develop-
ment and for experience for all home economics stu-
dants. This additional space for nursery school,
laboratory for research, graduate students, classes
and offices can be met by a new Home Zconomics
Building or a large addition to the pressnt one.3%

Shirley Newsom resignsd as Head of the Nursery
School in 1952 and Assistant Professor Elmer Knowles, the
first man to join the faculty of the School of Home Eco-
nomics was put in charge of the Nursesry School. "The old
Nursery School is being torn down and, thus, a new building
is urgently nesded."3? ‘

On September 18, 1953 the State Board of Agricul-
ture approved "The moving of the nursery school for the
balance of the year to one saction of the Home Management
Building [finished in the academic year of 1947-1948] whare
the cost will be the construction of the fence. This is
necessary because of the construction of the new library."

Minutes for November 20, 1953 note that the fencing had

bezan done.36

3b1bid., Vol. 90 (June 30, 1951), p. 222.

351bid., Vol. 92 (June 30, 1953), pp. 181, 183.

361pid., Vol. 93 (June 30, 1954), ppe 97, 95.
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On April 2, 1954 the State Board of Agriculture
approved the following recommendations:

ae. the operation of all Nursery 3chools shall be
under the School of Home Economics and costs of such
operation shall be chargad to their budget. This re-
lieves Married Housing of the charge for the opera-
tion of Spartan Nursery;
b. tha staff of Spartan Nursery School be put on
a ten month basis at the appropriate time and if it
is necessary to operate a Nursery School during the
summer session for the training of teachers the cost
shall be charged to the Summer School budget;
ce tha feas be increased as follows:
l. College Nursery School morning sessions
(with lunch) $35 per term
2+ Collegs Nursery School afternoon session
(no lunch) $25 per term
3. Spartan Nursery School (no meals provided,
also some assistance is provided by parents)
21250 per term
de in order to reduce the costs of the program
the staff in the Spartan Nursery School should be re-
duced gg two full-time members employed on a ten month
basise

On January 3, 1952 the State Board of Agriculture
had approved a half-day program at the College Nursery
School with fees at $25 per term for the morning group and
+15 per term for the afternoon group.38 When this action
was put into effect the all-day sassions of the College
Nursery School endede This change had been requested by
the College of Home Economics as a means of increasing the

hours availabla for stuident observation.

371bid., p. 92.

38Ibid., Vol. 91 (June 30, 1952), p. 78.
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The actual moving of the Nursery School into Unit IV

34

of the Home Management building took place in December, 1952,
In the new quarters a Toddlers Group was added. Children

from eighteen to twenty-four months came with their mothers
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Tha mothers had a discussion
group with a staff member in a room apart from the playroom
while the children were observed as they played. This group
was later discontinued because it required the time of two
staff members and did not seem as useful with college classes
as a program with older children might be .39

A pafent education course was taught in alternate
years. This in time came to be combined with another course
and developed into the course now known as Nursery School
and Parent Education.

"In 1955 the name of the College Nursery School was
changed to the Laboratory Pre-School."0 The new name is
attributed to Dr. Borgman.

The move into the Home Management Residence which
had been considered temporary in 1953 proved to ba a per-
manent on2. Dean Thelma Porter said in her feport to the
President in 1956 that, "The present quarters of the Lab-

oratory Pre-School are entirely inadequate. « « o Some

39Interview with Dr. Borgman, April 3, 1957.

hODr. Irma Gross, "Report to the Dean for 1955-
1956," in the files of the School of Home Economics, M.S.U.
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planning has been done for an adequate pre-school facility
by staff members."41

Dre. Gross retired as Head of the Department of Home
Management and Child Development in 1958. Dr. Alice Thorpe
became the new department head. In 1963 Dean (Assistant)
Jeanette Lee's report fo the President contained the state-
ment that "Unit III of the Home Management Residence will
be converted to a third Laboratory pre-school for the aca-
demic year of 1963-1964."42  This provided room for one more
group of twelve to fifteen children.

The following year, 1964, Betty Garlick was made
Director of both Spartan Nursery School and the Laboratory
Pra-school. Mariella Aikman was made Associate Director of
Spartan and Vera Borosage was made Associate Director of the
Laboratory Pre-school. Dr. Thorpe in her report to the
Dean described the many activities of the staff: serving
on state and national Committees, giving talks to area
groups, and acting as workshop and conference leaders, en-

gaged in many worthwile activities.”3

41pean Thelma Porter, "Report to the President" in
Annual Report--State Board of Agriculture, Vol. 96 (June
35, 1956), pp. 220"2210

42pean Jeanette Lee, "Report to the President," in
Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Michigan State University.
The ginutes are no longer printed but are on microfilm, un-
pagede

L3Dr. Alice Thorpe, "dinnual Report to the Dean,"
1564-1965, unraged.
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Since the starting of Spartan Nursery School the
staff had worked in both of the nursery schools. Now with
iss Garlick as Director of the two nursery schools there
was even a closer tie between them.

Dr. Thorpe reported to Dean Lee in 19¢6, "The
staff has given outstanding leadership at both the state
and national levels in programs of early childhood edu-
cation.nhh

In June, 1565, the Department of Home Management
and Child Development became involved in two six-day train-
ing programs in cooperation with Continuing Education, re-
ceived an Office of Economic Opportunity grant for an eight
week Headstart program at Spartan Nursery School and held a
special workshop on pre-school education for the culturally
depriveds This was the beginning of a new program, the

work of the future.

bhrbig., 1965-19¢6.



CHAPTER 1V
THE SPARTAN COOPZRATIVZ NURSERY SCHOOL

"When the cold winds begin to sweep down the broad
thumb of Michigan this fall they are going to blow some new
ideas into the country. The ideas emanate from Michigan
State College, East Lansing, where a remarkable experiment
in community living is reaching fruition with the opening
of the fall term."l The experiment referred to by Richard
Wilcox and illustrated by beautiful colored photographs
was destined to produce a considerable volume of newspaper
arnd Journal articles.

At the end of World War II in September, 1945 vet-
erans began returning to campuses all over the nation. To
meet the critical need for housing of these students many
of whom wers married and had young families, M.S.C. began
constructing a temporary village of trailers, barrack type
buildings and Quonset huts. 3Streets were laid out and given
names, facilities such as water, light and heat were provided

and a new Department of Married Housing was set up.

1
Richard Wilcox, "Spartan Wivss," Ladies Home Journal,
Vol. 64 (October, 1947), ppe 43-49.
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As the number of persons living in these temporary
quarters continued to increase it became evident that some
kind of a program had to be planned which would meet the
educational needs of the mothers and pre-school age children
who were living iq these sometimes inadequate quarters.

In 1946 a group of the wives in Spartan City as
the area was first called formed an organization known
as Spartan Wives. The group began a program designed to
make improvements in living quarters, to set up interest
study groups and to provide for recreational needs of the
citizens of this crowded area. In July, 1946 they began
planning a cooperative nursery school for the children.
Esther Anson, from the Department of Adult Education be-
came interested in the activities of Spartan Wives, was
made their sponsor and worked with them. She was very much
interested in the idea of the nursery school. The Michigan

State News commented that Miss Anson ". . . worked with the

[Spartan] wives on policy, operation and practice. Columbia
University has studied the project and is now using it as
a model in their graduate course in Nursery Education."?

The Spartan Wives presented the idea to Fresident

Hannah and he sent it to the State Board of Agriculture for

2Mich;gan State News (East Lansing), January 15,
1948 (a clipping with day and page removed; date written
in, in the files of Spartan Nursery School).
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consideration. The project was approved after a time, a
site decided urorn and 30,000 allocated for setting up the
school. A Faculty Advisory Committee with Dean Lloyd C.
Emmons as chairman was instrumsntal in getting a grant of
28000 from the Kellogg Foundatiorn with the understanding
that local groups would assume much of the financial re-
sponsibility for the project. An apreal was made to local
Posts of the American Legion since the Legion at the national
level had drawn up what was considered to be an excellent
program of child development and welfare. The local and
aresa Legion groups became very much involved in the nursery
school project.3

The Nursery School Committee reports listed Emery
Foster as Chairman of the Faculty Nursery School operations
committee and stated that he worked with the architects
and nursery school specialists on building plans. In the
early reports the site of the school was listed as one wing
of the draft-horse barn. The building would be made avail-
able if the operating expenses for two years could be obtainad.
On December 1, 1947 the Kellogg Foundation gave the 38000

mentioned abova.“

3Richard C. Thompson,"Lagion Svonsorad Nurserv School
is Something for the Kids--and Parents," a typewritten paper, not
dated, in the files ot the oSpartan Nursery Scnocl. It was not
possible to locate a reference to the $30,000 in the minutes
of the State Board of Agriculture.

bMrs. Robert Fisher, Reports of the Nursery School
Committee, in the files of Spartan Nursery School
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The Michigan State News for November 26, 1947 in a

first page article said, "A former farm building will be
remodeled." This same article mentioned that, "A spot

survey made in December, 1946, showed that 99% of the mothers
were eager to give time and energy to the project.”

The barn location proved to b2 unsuitable and the
State Board of Agriculture made available two Quonset huts
which were set up as a single unit at the corner of Willow
Lane and Birch Road. Jean Bowers wrote, "The arrival of
the Quonset huts yesterday marks the beginning of the final
stage in building operations on a new nursery for children
of MeS.C. students,"?

These early days were filled with doubts and dis-
approintments and sometimes with despair when, for example,
the basement in which toys and equipment had been stored was
flooded and much refinishing had to te done. These days were
also days of remarkable and dedicated involvement on the part
of many families. There are, in the nursery school files,
many newspaper clippings and photographs showing these work
dayse

Before the QJuonsets were put in place parents had
been collecting toys and equipment. Many work sessions in

which old equipment was repaired or new equipment made were

SMichizan State News, Friday, February 27, 1948,

Pe 1.



41

held. Ray Lamphear, Director of Married Housing, was the
chief resource and supplies person for ths workshop groups.
He has in his files lists of materials he turned over to
the group. LEmery Foster also helped to provide equipment.
The College liursery School staff served as consultants and
furnished patterns for toys and equipment which could be
made by the parents.

An article written by Gwen lMatthaw described these
work sessions, many of which took place in the basement
of the Colleze Nursery School in the evenings under the
guidance of Miss Ruth Highberger of the Home Management and
Child Development staff and lMiss Elizabeth Page who had
been employed as the director of the nursery school and
instructor in Home lManagement and Child Development. &Zquip-
ment r:zade before the school actually opened included iron-
ing boards, a stove and cradle, twelve large wooden puzzles,
four wqoden trains each complete with engine, box cars and
caboose, a barn and a toy garagee. Aprons for the children
to wear whilé painting or playing with clay, and doll layettes
had been made by the mothers.® Among the families who
attended these first work shops were the Georgs Bissetts,
the Walter Carletons, the Robert Fishers, the Stanley Frad-
ericksons, the Homer Higbees, ths Greg Lills, the Orval

L

HMorrisons and the Robert Snyders.

Ostate Journal, Sunday, April 18, 1948, Second Sec-
tion, p. 1l.
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lliss Page, with a Be.S. degree from Cornell University,
an M.A. degree from Columbia University, some additional
work at thz Merrill-Palmer Institute and five years of teach-
ing experience, had been interviewed by the Spartan Wives
before she was appointed by the State Board of Agriculture
at its January 1l5th mesting. (Her appointment was effective
as of February 1, 1948.) The Spartan Wives approval of
her may have been a factor in their fine spirit of coopera-
tion. Their confidenc2 in her seems to have bean warranted.
Miss Page, whom the writer mst on a rainy April 1, 1967,
nineteen years later, was still a dedicated and deeply
interested friend of the Spartan Nursery School.

IMiss Page heslped with the workshops, led Spartan
Wives' interest group discussions, kept excellant records
of activities, served as a liaison person between parents
and area groups, attended many meetings, made a number of
sp2eches, and taught nur:cary school children and supervised
parent participation six days a week o/

Newspaper and journal articlss written in th2 period
from 1947 to 1949 give an interesting picture of the school.
An unusual feature of the interior was the center room which
served as a library for both parents and children, sewing

corner and a social center for the mothers who brought their

7Interview with Miss Elizabeth Page, first Diractor
of Spartan Cooperative Nursery 3chool, Aprii 1, 1967.
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sewing machines and sew2d together, discussed child train-
ing or personal problems, read, or worked on school pro-
Jectse.

Miss Esther Anson had arranged with the Michigan
State Library to have a lending library and there was a
weekly Library Day for parents and children. These are
somewhat unique features but they tended to strengthen
loyalty to the school.

There were two largz playrooms, locker rooms, two
observation areas equippped with one-way vision windows,
storage space, a kitchenette, offices and both child-size
and adult bathrooms. The decorative scheme was pink and
green. There were low windows and an asphalt tile floor.
Radiant heating had been installed which did not function
properly in the beginning, making thz rooms too warme. This
was corrected later.

There was a homa-made jungle gym, a sand box, other
climbing equipment and swingse. The play yard was enclosed
by a white wide-picket fence. Th2re was a storage garage
for toys with a ramp for small drivers.®

The school officially opened on Monday, April 26,
1948. Only ona-half of th2 building was used. There was

not enough equipment available for the other half. The staff

8Esther Anson, "Report on Spartan Nursary School for
Students! Children, M.S.C. 1946-1948." A type-written manu-
script in the files of Spartan Nursery School.
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consisted of Miss Page and two mothers, Mrs. dalter Carlston
and Mrs. Robert Snyder as temporary assistants. An Open
House was hzld on Sunday, May 30, 1948,

Eligibility of ,children betwean two and one-half
and five years to attend the new school was based upon
whether at least one.parent was enrolled at M.S.C. for twelve
credits, or more, per term. Children were eligible to
attend the summer terms if one parent had been at M.S.C.
for three consecutive terms. By September, 1948, it was
expected that 120 children, divided into eight grours could
be enrolled for three half-day sessions per week. Ths hours

were from 8:30 to 11:30 aems and the Michigan State News

for Thursday, April 29, 1948 gave the fes as being twenty-
five cents per morning for each child. In the spring term,
1943, there were two groups of fifteen or sixteen children
each attending three days a week.

By that summer, according to a Spartan Village News

letter, the Pre-Fab-Gab, three more groups had been added,

including a two year old and a pre-kindergarten group. Also
two new staff members had been added. "Mrse. Betty Poulton
comes to East Lansing after a year of graduate work at

Merrill-Palmer and Miss Virginia Atkinson has been a

9Interview with Miss Page, april 1, 1967.
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director of a nursery school in Aurora, Illinois."10 The
minutes of the State Board of Agriculture confirmed these
appointments and stated that their salary was to be paid by
Kellogg Foundation funds.ll By the fall quarter of 1948
six groups of children were enrolled.

The basic principles of the school, then, as now
were ¢ to provide a learming experience for parents and
children in a rich and varied program, and to give the
parents new ideas and new insights into their parent-child
relationships. Fathers as well as mothers worked as
assistants at the school.

Miss Page said in a n2ws interview, "Special inter-
ests and abilities of the rarents will be drawn upon to
enrich the program of the school. There will be a fine
opportunity for parents to make observations from rooms
built especially for this purpose so that the children
cannot see them. o « o Mothers who have secretarial experi-
ence may help with the school office worke Those with nurs-
ing experience may help Mrs. Lillie Ford, Public Health
Nurse who will cooperate with the nursery in its health

program."12

10pre-Fab-Gab, Vol. 1, No. 4 (Summer of 1948). This
was almimeograﬁhed newsletter--in the files of Spartan Nursery
School.

1lnannual Report," 3tate Board of Agriculture, Vol.
87 (June 30, 1948), pe Ske

128tate Journal, Sunday, April 18, 1948, Second
Section, p. le
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The Spartan Village area was nz2ar many of the
college barns and trips were often madse to see the animals
therees The first trip to bz taken by the new school was
one to the M.S.C. Piggery. Trips around the arsa were
truly cooperative. wheel toy equipment was scarce so neigh-
borhood trips were planned with the parents well ahead of
time. On trip days children who could do so brought tri-
cycles, wagons and other rideable toys from home so that
each child might have a "vehicle,"13

The Kellogg Foundation grant of $8000, mentioned
above, had been given with the stipulation that local
groups must te involved in the financing of thkis projecte.
Miss Anson, through her extension work and great interest
in the new school, succeeded in finding sponsoring groups.
The Nursery School Committee also approachad individuals
and groups for financial aid, used equipment and even phys-
ical labor,.

Since the school was first called the "Veteran's
Nursery School" the American Legion became interested in it
and over the first five ysars many Posts and Auxiliaries
of the Legion contributed funds, toys (four wagons and a
swing set were specifically mentioned), ﬁwenty—eight rairs

of monk's cloth curtains and two pairs of printed draperies,

lBInterview with Miss Pages, April 1, 19€7.
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and other items. Post No. 402 gave $250 for rpaving a
wheel-toy play area. The William Riker Johnson Fost 205
provided the money for a new Cable-llelson spinet riano.
Othrer groups such as the Gold Star Mothers gave funds to be
used for scholarshipé or materials. Individuals contributed
money and materials. In May, 1947 Spartan Wives and the
American Legion sold poppies on the M.3.Ce. campus and
part of the proceeds (£500) was donated to the Spartan
Nursery School fund. In July, 1950 the M.S.C. Campus Chest
gave 400 to the school fund.

Spartan Wives and the mothers of the nursery school
children carried out many money-making projects: magazine
sales, bake sales, puppet shows, the making and selling of
clothes trees, and managed a re-sale center for used cloth-
ing and furniture. This was known as "The Treasure Chest."lh

In her report to the President in 1951 Dean Dye
says, "The Spartan Nursery School has had a busy year becausz
of the increased responsitility of the parents for raising
funds for its support. The interest and contributions of
the parents were unusually fine. o+ « « The school has served
as an observation center for a larger group of college

students."15 In 1955 Spartan Nursery School became a center

1l*This information was collected from many sources:
the minutes of the State Board of Agriculture from 194€
through 1953, Michigan State News, Committee reports and
school papers.

15Dye, "Report to the President," in Annual Report--
State Board of Agriculture, Vol. 90 (Jure 30, 1951}, p. 221.
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for studant teaching as well as for observation.

Miss Page told a story illustrative of the coorper-
ative aspects of the school. The William Riker Johnson
Post ¢of the American Legion offered funds to purchasz a
riano. Miss Page took several of the mothers and some
of the children to a music store and together they chose
a Cable-Nelson spinet piano. It cost 3&95.16

The American Legion Fosts gave th2 children and
parants an exciting ride on the big black 40 and 8 engine
orn Sunday, October 3, 191+8.17

This venture in cooperative living and cooperative
education received national publicity. The previously

mentioned article in the Ladies Home Journal, probably the

most colorful of all the articles published, was only one

of many. The Detroit Free Press featured the Spartan

Nursery School in its Graphic Section on Sunday, December
12, 1948 in an article "College is a Family Affair.n18

There was also an article in the Journal of Home Economics

16Inter‘view with Miss Page, April 1, 1967.

17y.5.C. Staff Bulletin, October 1, 1948. Unpaged.

8
Detroit Free Press, 3Sunday, December 12, 1948,
Graphic Sectiorn pp. 1€-23.
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which mentioned this project.19

Columbia University accepted a study of this pro-
ject as a doctoral dissertation. This study was written by
Gsther Anson, the former Advisor of Spartan Wives. In her
more than five hundred page report sha described the pro-
ject in detail. The first year summary report written by
nursery staff and parents with the assistance of the director
of housing and liiss Anson containad the following statement
which tends to verify the 330,000 cost figure cited above:
"lfichigan State College built, at a cost of $26,000 the
Nursery School starting with two Quonsets--a gift from the
Federal Government. Actual constructiorn started in January,
1948. The building was provided with radiant heat in the
playrooms."zo

In the early years, important visitors came to
spend some time at the Nursery School. Among tham were [iilo
Kotilainen, daputy director of child welfare in Finland and
a representative of the Finnish United Nations delegation

who spent a day in June, 1948 at Spartan Nursery School and

lgVirginia Messenger, "Veteranst' Families Go to
School," Journal of Home Zconomics, Vol. 42, No. 6 (1950),
pp‘ 431‘h3h0

2OEsther Anson, "t*Srartan wives!'! The Development

¢f an Educational Program for the Wives and Children of
Students at Michigan State College™ (unpublished Ed.D. dis-
sertation, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1955),

Pe 474
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made colored films and slides to be used in Finnish and
United Nations child welfare work.?l

Mrs. Mingsin Hsueh, United Nations representative,
visited the school as part of her nation-wide tour of
American child welfare institutions.<<

A visitor who was quite different was Carrol, one
of the lzading milk producing ccws of !M.53.C. She, too,
went to nursary school,?3

In August, 1949 Miss Betty Garlick was appointed
Instructor in Home Management and Child Development and
teacher in the Spartan Nursery School. 3She replaced Virginia
Atkinson who resignad on August 16, 1949, 2k Betty Poulton
resignad as of July 19, 1950 to be married. Betty Lee

Norris replaced her in September.?5 Betty Poulton later

bacame the wife of Clark Moustakase.

2lState Journal, Wednesday, September 29, 1948, a
clipping with page number missing, in the Spartan Nursery
School files.

22Ibid., Tuesday, October 5, 1948, clipping with page

—

number missing, in the Spartan Nursery School files.,.

23Michigan State News, Wednesday, July 1k, 1948,

pe 1o

2L’Anm:LalgBepor't-—--Sta‘ce Board of Agriculture, Vol. 89
(June 30, 1950], pe Ske

25

Ibido, VOlo 90 (June 30, 1950), Pe 590
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As mentioned previously in this paper the Ctate
Board of Agriculture in 1954 rlaced all nursery schools
under the School of Home Zconomics, the staff was put on
a ten months basis and, as an economy measure, the staff
was reduced from three to two teachers.26

Dean Dyz reported to the President on June 30, 1955,
"It is with regret that the resignation of lMiss Elizabeth
Page, teacher in charge of Spartan Nursery School, was ac-
certed. She started the school and was responsible for. much
of its success. Iiiss Betty Garlick, a member of the Spartan
Nursery School staff will replace her."<7 Miss Page's resig-
nation became effective August 31, 1955. It was fortunate
that Miss Garlick, who had been a teacher at the school since
1949, was appointed teacher in charge. Continuity in the
policies and program of the school was thereby made possible.
IMiss Mariella Aikman alsc joined the staff as teacher in
1955.

In 1964 Miss Garlick was made Director of both the
Laboratory Pre-school and Spartan Nursery School with Miss
Aikman as Associate Director at Spartan and lirs. Borosage
at the Laboratory Pre-schocl. Dr. Borgman continued to

work closely with both schools.

26_I_b_i_d_o, Veol. 93 (June 30, 1951}), Pe 920
2
7Dye, "Report to the President," in Annual Report--

Statz Board of Agriculture, Vol. 94 (June 30, 1955), p. 20C.
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Under the new Director each school continued to
orerate as a separate unit but with close cooperation be-
tween the units. Staff was shared and programs were con-
siderad from a broader point of view.

The two schools have had many things in common
over the years. The aim of each has been to. provide an en-
vironment which offered rich and meaningful experiences to
the individuzl child by means of which he might develop his
own unique personality. A second shared aim has been to
provide learning experiencas for collsge students engaged
in practice teaching and observatiorn. A third aim has been
to offer help to parents and to groups at the states and
national levels.

There have been, prerhaps, some differences in em-
phases in the program. Laboratory Pre-school was begun not
primarily as a nursery school but, as its name suggests, as
a laboratory in which college students might observa the
behavior and development of children and have practical
training in working with them. Spartan was set up to meat
the needs of a group of young student parents. Its emphasis
was on parent education through actual participation in all
aspects of the school program. Today, it also serves as a
laboratory for college students.

Both schools and the staff have mada significant
contributions in the area of childhood education. Dr. |

Thorpe, in her reports to the Dean of the College of Homa



Zconomics, listed many activities of the staff. These in-
cludad lesadership in organizations and on committses-local,
state and national, consultantships at other nursery schools
and to the national government, article writing, parent
and student counseling and mary other services.28

The Lansing Day Care Center had started in 1942 as a
locally operated center under the Board of Social Agencies.
In 1943, when Lanham Act funds were mad2 available the Day
Care Center was put undar the Lansing Board of Zducation and
Lanham ict funds were used for its oreration. Staff mesmbers
in Child Develorment and in the college nursary schools con-
tinued to act as consultants, program resource pzople, and
leaders of tzacher training sessions. <9

In 1965 when the n22d to train teachers for Hesad
Start and Community Frograms appeared, the staff, as on pre-
vious occasions, managed to assume responsibility for the

additional worke.

28
Dr. Alice Thorpe, "Report to the Dean of the Col-

lege of Homsz Zconomics," 1958-1965.

29Miss dunice Winans of the Michigan Department of
Social Services offered this information,April 30, 1967.



CHAPTZR V
MOVING INTO THsS FUTURS

Takinz part in pioncer movements is not nsw to
{e3.U. It began as a pione=2r of the Land-Grant colleges;
its llome Economics students took part in a pioneer educa-
tional experiment with Merrill-Palmer in 1922; it had a
unique cooperative nursary school in operation shortly
after the end of World War II; and in 19€4 the Department
of Home Management and Child Development began a programn
of pre-school education which is part of a new pioneer move-
ment in education in the United States.

The historian may not predict. Since this new
chanter in the history of the pre-school rrogram at M.S.U.
is still being written one can only mention what has happenad
to daté.

This new movement begins, perhaps, in the fall of
19€4 when members of the Child Development staff were asked
to serve on panels and planning sessions for a United States
governmant sponsored program in pre-school education. From
their work on these pansels the staff mambers became much

concerned abBout the programs being plannad for children

Sk
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from underprivileged homes.l

In Novembar, 1965 in an address before the National
Association of State Univarsities and Land-Grant Colleges
at Minneanolis, President John A. Hannah had publicly stated
that such universities must assume a part in the struggle
to improve the conditions of American life. He stressed
the need to train tzachers for working in slum schools and
not just for ths suburbs as we have done in the past.

Some of us [Child Development staff] felt we should
accept the challenge and at the end of fall term be-
gan to make plans to set up such a group of children
so that we might better understand them. During the
winter term 1965, staff msmbers visited programs,
read literature and, with the cooreration of the Dean
of ths College of Home s<conomics, Jeanette Lee, and
our Department Chairman Dr. Alice Thorpe, as well as
public school and community persons, planned for a
group of 15 children to' enter our Child Development
laboratories in spring term, 1965. As the first
message of plans for Project Head Start was made known
to the public, our group of Community Children were
ready to begin their first school experience.

Our interest in accepting this challenge was not
alone unselfish. We felt that our students without
a doubt would be working with children from these
homes and, having had this experience, _might be
better prepared for their future work.?

Since 1965 M.3.U. has been carrying on a training
program for teachers and aides for Head Start. Two-wezk

orientation programs were offered in the summers. In the

Interview with Miss Betty Garlick, Director of
pre-schools at M.3.U., April 12, 1967.

Ibid., April 12, 1967.
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fall of 1966 M.S.U. was chosen as the Regional Training
Center for Ohio, Illinois, Indiana and lichigan. Eight-
week training sessions were planned. The trainees come in
groups of twenty-two to twenty-five. They attend lectures
and discussions, visit homes, go on field trips, observe
the children in the nursery schools and participate in the
school program.3 The challenge has been accepted. New

ne2ds are being met.

3Both Miss Garlick and Dr. Borgman mentioned this
Programe
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APPZNDIX A

Sites, and Dates, of the Laboratory Pre-School

Home Economics Building June, 1927 to Summzr, 1938

Secretary Brownts House Summer, 1938 to Fall, 1947

Thomas Gunson House Fall, 1947 to December, 19°%3

Home lManagement House, Unit IV Lecember, 1953 to rresent

liome llanagement House, Unit III Fall, 1963 to present
(added)

€1



LIYINDIX B

Letter from Frofessor Mary Lewis, April 12, 1967
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Miss MARY LEwis
8437 LA MESA BLVD., APT. B
LA MESA, CALIF. 92041

a1y
Dasy, Wovs NaX -

I MM—U ‘Qc*u.m oJ Q(f«“b»\'] LenBrivia s
M@. VA /TR TNV W«,mu\soM‘bcT“ y
g‘“"“""‘\m‘JL el frospemm s PXSORY
.lm_\}/\x ?waw\ Newiay”, ‘(\\u\\e\ﬂuﬁ vl W

‘&‘ ?)"{95‘“‘/\/‘/\ INRi> &’Wtui ™

'w&’t % QANIAAE, R
\ Q’W?\'\’m v _ew ‘SXA\L e
\.“& \ w VN 1Y gw zz .

A M -of — Ao, pa
EVATY e %0“6 QAse Q&\f&m " Jm‘&“&ﬁ



6L

Rk, Phics e sk & St Dot undy

R s NV TTRIW v dd ﬁ- W\ NTSh R WA

TR {xe-\un (Lé\ Q‘,v\\(,\ﬁ&)(‘ o, NaAattuw S)‘\&&?

™A G AV s waw\\ OQJM'V - \Q\x \W&i\)éh\

BN \(MV\ eavalh \:.\m )\,gv«ku VWIR T UAL
'Q\—u—i {éﬁn«v WMl ek pn R &u«é\@\mm i,

“'&, A &:\.L‘V) Q&CW\ MH% Q,Qn—\ O»\Mv\é\. Wa

T s hosnn wm Wt Telle, |
Wi @il Mg P R wei W s .

DOl e L Bt Sad o Rie
Rnlel Quslou Qbﬁiﬁ R ysnd WL,

o QMb\e&aﬂ NI \/M:&o N TRV YW I SR\
Wto m&&&ﬂ} M&,\J&\ ites, QO ¢f

i t(\l o i ‘h RRAR M\’(,Q,\;\»
Q vvm/Qs, e’ \'wc &k\-@j Qn\«_gk&)-

W‘L&u
%::Wx& BV %Q/:_\,Qv&\\kt VENAWUR I

(.
U e Wan 0w piced . i Spab k)
\N\Q-\& ™ Q—%\&U\.\l

t‘ T,QU. \Qv\.mr&\,\_(l,\, T
%‘YA\A 't'Q\'\\Q(- LA \ 10/\5*-)‘& QU Q‘%&M

e declea
%TX/WQQ } .%/ Q’V\A\ bb‘\r\,dlo :

s *V\W\—ﬁvwvi" ~ el



65

Miss MARY LEwis
8437 LA MESA BLVD., APT. B
LA MESA, CALIF. 92041

T Rp, Prciress Wkl Y\&V\X —w/“"’\'\ k'a-*&«.\

—Q\A MQ\% y e uek,\x@. f& Jth%’i- NtUVV\:\ bind. L‘-f\
‘m*:% &Ow&\ \{\XW\&M&,\ Wwas ?bvvw t\ %«““0 i
W \\\L% L\ \\{\ SIS . %& v~ ‘L W -te\/i/:
Ravied "(,QJ\OQ 2 \
M “uﬂ @z—(\-’u v, W vC% -X,c
%Q,u Q‘Q \A’MNLV{A‘,Q. X& QJ.\/QMV\ &«,‘&J\eh
\N\ko Mo \’&e* ‘»«l

L\Y¢ SUin \(JV\/\/\& -

Mwwww ) F&N SUm‘v\&“ of ﬂ/u Tl

-f,m Q.\.\&e ) \
\YLKM’\,\ \MS} "ﬂ d );9,' i&{“ﬂc& ll\,u.

f;&“‘”w e “uif'ﬁ“ =

Wi ’\(ji(kgml 'ULLu\. ralle, T o ‘\'052&2

o %M‘ﬁ B M W oo Q. Qa»& (SEY
0T s ot te dﬁm



66

e - oo T Wiy Wt Bovenbs, P

Koo peml pnvwinng - /R ot vk e
%&&/\o o ek el S R Lo end W
W\&W& ‘_‘\3 \,\’\-v‘-;i,\_,"q LN\U«_SL?»-Q_\.«\MXI Jd .
QQ/V\,Q&}\L\/\J Vv\-\mk LV\-&& % \) Q‘D Q"’\'V‘-Q -‘\’: .
'b{,dw\ Wi QW '& L Qs &k—p\‘ Qe ™
&)‘3&’\&%\ Q,k.,\& \(LQ’L&C’VW \\kvﬂ& X,Q@-W\. U
M’\’Y\L%‘«Mo QA "Y\Q»gi V&"b\z\&i\umé- D \’-‘J'W\
M@& [t o %«t\& e Ty Tov‘-vw ‘QL«'\.\,ta
_ \
.Q\,\ Vs “\\,\i\v—: Q«&Q—Q’ {S\l%v\;\& miviis \YQJ‘)\KQ.
W@»«Qu{ H‘&O M\x a;\.\wwﬁgm \W’\ B \° e ‘\
S\ Q\)\ MM\\.\*\/ %.\,‘-\,g‘h&o v u F\\'\&k A
M\&&r vy Q{ X&\l /24’7\.&(\ XWNMQQ‘ ) \\‘:‘:\f'\:\-lV))

sl ey Piaon MQ&M%w R
A el N }\*«\M'
M\l«. .Q\.M.-\, L&«G Vrews \A&t 'QQ L&\}w\/\

W ok o W20, s )
A \ F(U*,.\.XSI_ wv\N
W&LM Yf)&-zk %A-mw e Hni, ’?“« W,
A el Tanas %‘X‘Qo WS Y Y, \3&-\\-\.&.«.&‘\1{
V¢ VAU <STC ST NI ) SR} N ok Yitasi (® &L‘.,J(
Wﬁgm Q&' Q\/\M\ S 9"0%0\.\ V\(\e.&_\\/; "@,u_u e
= et ;CQ/J. “QJ‘ Rz 2 ¢!
-RJE«.W\ ;%—:\IQ Q& & DA RN ‘/
'\hvd qu QL\W/W\.\. o9
V“VQ‘L@ % S«\u R&h\\;\:‘,’é \\N. \L/' e
\YV‘\MV\ L.S..LVW‘\






MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS
EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

M.A. 1967--Problem
Fee, Vioclet Charlotte

A history of the Pre-School Pro
| gram
‘ %p t@e College of Home Economics at
- Michigan State Universitw :

L Fee, Violet Charlotte

A His tory of the Pre—-School |
- M.A. 1967 FOF
STOY PEE VIOt U \eH e

____ISSUED TO

Freaea . Vv 1 @) l w2l O 'I ar J otte

H History of the Pre-School Proara
M.A. 1967/ Ok







