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CHAPTER I - INTRODUCTION



Turgose

The everze¢e person of Junior hish school age has meny lei-
sure hours which mey be spent in mzny different weys, reading
being one of the more important end soclelly significent. "Ry
the age of 1Z, the reading interests of toth boys and girls
are more or less definitely formeqd," seys Willisam S. Scott.!
This same truth 1s stated in the report of the Subcommittee on.
Children's Reecing representing the "hite House Conference on
Child Health end Protection.2 The committee found thet most
people begen to lose interest in books et 14 or 15, which they
attribute to a feilure to develop new reading interests es our
boys end girls grow older.

It has elso been proven thet adolescence is the period of
most rapid reacding, meny young people rezding several books s
week in eddition to their school worx. Consenuently, since the
junlor high school, ege 12-15, is the period durine which re-
creetional reading seems to reach its height & studay of the in-
terests of Jjunior hich school reacing should prove of velue in
shoviing not only whet is reed during this period, but also the
factors which meke resding of interest.

kezding is e means by which people c2n expand beyond their

immediate environmnent. It cen, therefore, be a potent factor

lGray, illiem Scott and lunroe, Ruth, RLALING INTLLLSTS
ANL HAZITS CI' ALULTS. Illew York: Maciiillen Co. 1930, p. 113

gﬂilem, Cerl H. Cheirman, Children's Reradaing. l.evort of
the Subcomnittee on Reeding of the Vhite liouse Conrerence on
Chila Health 2nd Frotection. I'ew York: Century Co. 193® b. 7




in sheping public orinion. "Thile i1t lacks the viviuness of the
movie end the convenience of the redio, yet reediug is some-
thing vhich is becoming more end more universal. Vith the in-
crease of leisure time emong saults it is more possible for them
to resa books &s well es newspuabers snd recazines. If we can
determine vhet motives induce Jjunior high school voys &nd girls
to reed, we mey te able to creeste similer ixncentives in leater
life, thus promoting more reaeding among adults.

The vpurposes of this study ere, therefore, first to learn
the reading hebits of junior high school pupils through question-
neires fillea out by seventh, eighth, end ninth grede pupils;
second to determine the amount of tilie spent on reeding in com-
perison with ti.e spent listening to the redio end attending
movies. wnext, the resding hatits of Junior high school pupils
will be compered by grede, chronolo:ic:1l &sge, by scholestic &at-
teinment, b economic level, and by rece. A fourth purpose
involves & study of authorities recommenuing rceding meterial,
end en enalysis of the pupil's hesis for choosing books ena
megsazines in the effort to discover the factors most influential
in determing selection of materisl. Finally some effort will
be mede to ascertein hov recreationesl reeding influences the
ideegls cf edolescents by portreying their heroes, and to ap-

preise the values which they cleim to derive from reading.

The Setting

This study wes cerried on in 1940 in e Jjunior high school,

which we shell cell John Loe Junior Eigh School, having an ¢n-



rollment of 1,400 pupils, located in centrel Michigan in a
metropolitan area.  The pupils come from the worst slums e&s
well as from the finest homes in the city. The majority how-
ever, ere children of industriel workers in moderste circum-
stances, Twenty five of the pupils filling out questionneires
were negroes while one or both parents of seventy-seven vere
torn in Europe. There were only two foreign-born children, one
a Hungerien girl who came to this country when she vas in the
eighth grede, the other en Americen, who weas born in Berlin
while her father wss consul there.

John LCoe Junior High School is fortunate in having a full-
time librarien end & library of its own. The persorel charm of
the librerian has much to cdo with the chilcren following her

suggestions with regard to reading.

Methods Used to Obtain Leta

During the school year, 1¢38-39, for nine consecutive
weeks, questionnaires such ss the one folloving vere given out
to about 40 seventh greders, 125 eighth greders, end 35 ninth

greders.

Veekly Guestionneire

Meme Date

How much time did you spend reecding on school days?__Sat. & Sun.?__

Newspapers read:

Check the paerts of the paper read: ‘ake an "x" if you read it



every day; an "o" if you resd it some; a "-" if not at all.
Headlines Crime News liaitorials Sports Ads Comics
Corothy Dix Society Foreign News Netional News Locel News
Continued Story Theatre Pege Finencial Psge

Name any other perts:

Megazines read: Neme of article or story Author Ads

Books reed:

Title Author Favorite Character

Movies attenced this week: ,
Neme of liovie Charecter you liked best

Vhet redio progrems heve you heard this week?

With this weekly questionnaire s & basis, a tentative
longer questionneire was subaitted to seversl students. After
going over these the following questionneire wes drewn up.

These were given in 7A end ¢A Sociel Studles clesses end in A



Tr

home rooms. 'With the seventh graae the questions vere carefully
explained as the pupils filled in the blanks. In the other
grades the sheets were handed to the pupils end they filled them
out with no help. A total of 800 were given out, 709 of which

returned.

qguestionnaire

Name Address "hite Colored Home Room
Birth Deate Birthplece Heve you ever failed a grece?__
Which ones?

Check Honor Roll you were on last merking period. 1lst__ 2nd
drd___ None___

Country of liother's birth. Languege your llother reads
Country of Father's birth. Lenguege your Father reacds
Is your Father working? If so, stete definitely vhat he does,

es foremen at Olds

Is your MNother vorking ewey from home?__ If so, state definitely

whet she does.

Did your Mother finish grade school?___ High School?__ Attend
College? Graduate from College?

Did your Father finish grede school?__ High School?__ Attend
Collece? Greduete from College?

How much time do you.spend reaeding for fun on school days?__
Seturday?____ Sunday?____

Since sterting school this fall how meny times heve you read
things suizested by

Your perents?__ Your brothers or sisters?__ Other reletives?



kedio?___ Other esdults?__ Friends your own ege?__ Your
teachers?__ Movies? _ Librarisns?__ Ministers? _
fdvertisements? __ Reviews?___

Check your reesons for reeaing outsice of school:

To pleese parents Eeceuse you have nothing else to do
To please teechers To be able to teke pert in converse- =~
tion To get information Beceause your friends do
it To forget your troubles__ Because you like to

read List any others

Cean you reed any languege other than English?_ _ If so, what?__
How many movies have you ettenced in the past week?_ _ The past
month?___

How much tirie do you lisﬁen to the redio on school days?
Saturday Sunaay :

Check any of the following you hsve at home: Cyomptons___

Bri t ennica__ Internationsl___ Book of Knowledge
Americena__ List eny other encyclovpedias:

Do you have pepers or megezines in any foreign language at home?
Name of forelgn publicstion -
Langus-e in vhich it is written w-erabers of famlly read-
ing it

How meny books did you read lust week?___ The past month?

Check the plaeces from which you get your books: School library__
Other librery__ Friends___ At Home__ Gifts__ Purchease

How do you decice which books and magaezines to read?

List the book you liked best which you have read during this

school yeer:
Title Author Favorite Character

Neme two of your favorite cherecters from megezines, books, or

newspapers:
Charscter Why do you like him?
14 ”
"

Vhet charscter would you like to resemble when you grow up?
Ty




Check the kinds of books you like best: Put a "1" after your

first choice; a "2" efter your second choice; a "3" after your

third; a "4" after your fourth;
Stories of Lonz Ago___

etc:-

Storles of Other Lends__ Stories of
School Llfe Detective Stories___ Adventure Qtories__
Animel Storles__ Stories for Children__ Love Stories_

Do the seme for the following:
Biogrephy Scientific Books

Historical Books__
Travel Books Religious Books

Fiction

List the newspapers you heve st home:

Merk the perts of the peper you slways read "x"; Lierk the parts

you sorietimes reaed "o"; liark the parts you never read "-",
Headlines__ National News__ Sports___ Foreign News
Finencial P Pege_ Crime News___ Theatre Page___ Comics
Local News Continued Story Editoriels__ ~ Dorothy Dix
Society__ School News__ Believe It or Not__ Ads__
Name eny y other perts which you reed:

Megazines resac:
DIR. CTIONS: Check the first blenk if you heve this in your
home regularly. Write the word "all" in the

second blank if you read it all regularly; write

" jokes", "ads", "stories", "pictures", "erticles",
"cartoons", if only thet part of the megazine
wes read.
News Macszzines Picture 1l agazines
Commentator Life ___
Nations Business Look —
Time Click _
Literery Digest Pic _
Netion Neme any others:

Christien Century
Nevr Republic
Pathfinder

iews "eek

Neme eny others:

Snorts legezines
Hunting end Fishing
Field and Streem
Americen Field
Weme any others:

NN ERERRR RN
T

Romance legerzines
True Story

lovie LMNeogszines

True Romances
True Confessions
Modern Romences
Ranch Romances
Western Story
Neme any others

rhotoplay

Movie Magszine
Screenlend

llame any others:

| 1] | 1]
TR T T



Airnlene Yegezines
Flying Aces

MNodel Builders

Air Treils

llocel Airplane News
Neme eny others:

Monthly lecarines
Reuvders Ligest
Atlentic lonthly
Herpers
Coronet
Netional Geceraphic
Americen
Lzdies Home Journel
Good Housekeeping
Womens EHome Comveni
McCells
Red Book
Americen Home
Pictoriel Leview
Petter Homes end
Cosmovnoliten
Delineetor
House Reautiful
Fortune
Perents hegazine
Neme any others:

Q
£

Comic lacazines
Actlion Comilcs
Detective Comnics
Fun Comics
Tiptop Comics
Neme any others:

| |

on

H
o,
o
o

Lt rrer eyl
i

Redio YMewmezines

Redio Guide
Redio Megzzine
Neme eny others:

General "eeklies

Colliers

Seturday Evening Fost__

Liberty
Ncme eny others:

Young, Folks Megezines

St. Mlichiolas

Child Lirfe
Pleymete

Vee Wisaon
Americen Boy

Boys Life
Americen Girl

Open Rogsd for Boys
Neme eny others:

Science }egazines

Sclence

Popular lLlechanics
Fopular Science
Ileture

Neme any others:

Tetective YMecezines

Sundev School end Church rapers

True Detective
Detective
Name any others:

Farm lecazines

List tke ones you g

Ilow hes resuing been

meny veys es possible.

ct:

of

Country Life
Horae's Dairymen
Neme any others:

Lodee leceazines

e e e e
IR IR

List the cnes you get:

value to you this scliool yeer?

T

ist =

S
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In addition to tabulated dete from the questionnaires some
recorded data such as library statistics heve been included. luch
information has come to the author through observation of her
classes over the two yeer period, through watching reactions to
new reading material put out in her room, and through chance in-

terviews with pupils who wanted to talk ashout books or magazines.

llethod of Recoruing end Grouning Late

Since reading speeds vary considerably it wes decided to
group the questionnaires according to time spent on reasding per
week rather than on the basis of amount of material reed. In
201 csses the time stated wes indefinite or omitted entirely.
Consequently these pepers were eliminasted. The schedules from
children of native- born parents were further reduced by tcking
out those thet were incomplete in many weyvs. This eliminsted
blanks from those nupils with the poorest intelligence, es they
were unable to answer the questions. There remained e total of
462 questionneires: 128 from the seventh gredae, 138 from the
eizhth, end 196 from the ninth. The 462 remaining were then
divided into five fairly equal groups, those reading from (-2
hours per week in group I, 101 cases, from 3-5 hours in group II,
98 cases, from 5—8 hours in group III, 101 cases, from €-14 hours
in group IV, 99 cases, and 15 or more hours in group V, 85 cases,
The mid-point, of seven hours per week, fells in group 1II. This
coincides with the findings of liyron l.. Stearns emong Boy Ccouts,
who aversged one hour per dey reading outside of school.l Graphs

showing the time svwent in reaaing ere shown.

1Milam, Carl H. Cheirman, Chlldren's Reasding. Report of
the Subcommittee on Resding of tne '"hite House Conference on
Child Heelth and Protection. New York: Century Co. 1932 p. 12
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Two speclel grouns were recorded senarately: those with
one or both pecrents of forelzn birth, end the N=2groes.

While some of the results were e surnrise, yet wherever the
data could be checkea from rersonal knowledge of the author they

seemed to be revorted eccurately.



CIPTIR ITI - THL HCL SITU.TION



12

"Bring a child up in the wey he should go, snd vhen he is

0ld he will not depart from it."

Surely home environment has much to do with & child's
tastes in reedine end his desire to do it. One of the reasons
why children from foreign homes oftea feil in the early grades
is a leck of knowledge of English. Iven es late as the junior
hieh school meny of them still heve difficulty with idioms and
especielly with gremmar. This lenguege aifficulty will reflect

itself in their reading

<Oy

es few of themn cen reed their psrent's
nctive tongue. As shown in Table I, of the 432 cases, 77 or 16
rer cent haa one or both perents of foreien birth. 'There were
also 2”5 colored children for whom severete tabuletions were made,
as vere tebles for children of netive white nsrents. Teables

for these spnecial grouns ere includea only where the deta show
surficieunt chon-e from the grouv totsls to be sisnificent. The
following points were considered in connection with the home
situation: 1lengurees reed by perents and pupils, foreien
pubiications and reference tooks in the howe, educztion of psr-

ents, and the economic stztus of the family.
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Teble I

Parentege of Cases - Number of Cases by Grades

Fer Cent
Reeding Totel Native One or Both Negro Total
Group Number White Parents of
of Cases Foreigzn Birth
I 7A 26 73 19 8 100
8A 30 g0 7 3 100
94 45 82 16 2 100
Total 101 82 14 4 100
1T 7A 25 88 8 4 100
8A 27 o¢° 33 8 100
SA 44 83 13 4 100
Totel @6 78 17 ) 100
IITI 7A 36 80 20 0 100
8A 23 78 22 0 100
9A 42 69 24 7 100
Total 101 75 23 3 100
IV 7A 25 76 16 8 100
8A 36 78 8 14 100
SA 38 74 18 8 100
Total 09 76 14 10 100
vV 7A 16 82 12 6 100
8A 22 86 9 S 100
9A 27 74 22 4 100
_Total 65 80 15 5 100
Grand Total 462 78 16 6 100

s — s -
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Foreien lancuacves Reed by Perents

With this division in mind let us examine the languaces
reed by the perents. Three illiterste mothers and two illiter-
ate fathers were reported, the mothers all teing of foreign
birth while one father csme from enother country and one ves
colored., A slightly higher percentage of fathers read forelign
languages, the highest percentege, 20, for mothers falling in group
IV for the seventh grecde ena 26 per cent for fethers coming in
group II for the eiglhith greae. The pronortion of those whose
perents reed English seems to increese slightly es one moves

from the groups who reasd little to those who resd a grcat deal.

Teble II

Lengueges Reed by Mother - Totals for all Groups by Grades

Per Cent
Reading Totel Unean- Jlliterate Lnglish Other Totel
Group Number swered Languages
of Ceses

7A 128 0 1 85 14 1CO

8A 138 0 1 93 6 100

9A 1958 2 1 eQ 8 100
Total 462 1 1 89 9 1C0C
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Tatle III

Lencuages Read by Father - Totals for all Groups by Grades

Per Cent
Reeding Totel Unan-  Illiterate English Cther Total
Group Number swered Languaces
of Cecses

7A 128 0 0 84 16 100

8A 138 0 1 89 10 100

QA 198 1 1 87 11 100
Total 432 0 1 87 12 100

Teble IV

Langueges Reed by lother end Father- All Cases by Reading Groups

lother
Per Cent

Reading Total Unan- Illiterate English Other Total

Group Number swered Langueges

of Csses

I 101 2 0 g0 8 100
II 96 0 1 o2 7 100
111 101 1 2 84 13 100
v o9 1 0 0 9 100
A 69 0 0 91 9 100
462 1 1 89 9 100

Total
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Teble V

Lengueges Read by liother end reather - All Cases by Reading Groups

Fether
Per Cent
keeding Total Unen- Illiterate Inglish COtner Total
Group Ilumber swered Lengueges
of Cases

I 1C1 0 1 88 11 100

II g6 0 0 84 16 100
IIT 101 0 0 83 17 100

Iv 99 1 1 g0 8 100

v 65 0 0 91 9 100
Total 4062 1 1 86 12 100

The foreign-horn parents naturally read many more languages,
one Hollender reading five including English. Languages read in-
cluded Swedish, Germen, Polish, Belgian, Bulgarian, Greek,
Macedonian, Syrien, Itelien, Arabic, Hebrew, Russian, Dutch,
French, Spenish, Hungarlan, Slavakian, Armenian, and Rumanian.
Greex, German, French, end Italien were most frequently listed.
Aprperently there is little connection between parents reading
foreign languages end the amount of reading done by pupils, as
the vercentage of fathers using other languages is seven points
less for group II than group I. Nevertheless, in the father's
teble, there is a drop of two points between groups II and III
end a drop of 30 points between groups III end IV. This mey be

sufficient to be significent and to Justify the statement that
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reeding of otlier lenguages &t lLcme does not stimulete puplls

to cdo lerge emounts of reeding.

Tehle VI

Lenruzees teaa hy Foreien-Pecrn Ferents

L'other
Fer Cent
keading Totel Unen- Illiterete Liuglisn Cther Total
Group loumber swered Lensueges
of Coces
I 14 7 ¢ o0 43 100
II 17 0 o £9 35 100
II1I 22 S 9 36 S0 1C0
Iv 14 0] 0 71 29 100
A 10 Q O 60 40 100
Total 77 3 4 53 40 100
Teble VII
Lenfurves Reed by Foreien-Born Ferents
Fether
Per Cent
Recdine Totel Unen- I1lliterate EInelish Cther Total
Group Ilumber svered Lenguesres
cf Ceses
I 14 C 7 29 04 10¢C
IT 17 ¢ 0 29 71 100
111 22 ¢ C 27 73 100
Iv 14 0 6] 7 43 100
\4 10 0 C £0 50 100

Total 77 0 1 36 63 100
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No colored and very few native white perents reed languasges
other than English. The largest percentage for mothers comes in
group IV end the next in group V. For the father's the largest
percentage is in group V and the next in group I. The higher
percenteges in groups III, IV, or V probebly show more training
end ability on the pert of the perents. These two things will
influence children's reeding.

The illiterscy of the parents does not seem to have affected
the children's reeding. One illiterate wes found in group I, one.
in group II, two in group iII, and one in group IV. It is =
reflection of the ineffectiveness of our night school progrem.
V'hile the percentege of illiterecy is not large, yet it shows

the need for much more thorough aault educetion.

Foreign lLangusges Read by Pupils

Eeving discussed the foreign languages reasd by parents,
let us now turn to those read by pupils. Very nearly the
same percentage (12 per cent) of pupils es perents read other
langueges, the percentage for those with foreign parentage
being considerebly larger (29 per cent). Here our largest per-
centage is in group I, showing that those children who know and
read the netive tongue of their perents do not do as much reasd-
ing es the rest. There are probebly two factors which have a
bearing on this--first, the difficulty of trying to master two
languages, one at home, the other & new and strange one at
school, and secondly, the fact that the child is instructed in

reading English and picks up the reeding of the foreign lenguage
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as best he can. Further, books and megazines in his parent's
native tongue are not available in esny lerge quantity, nor
suited to his age &nd interests. Thus the child forced to

read in the language he coes not understend too well comes to
dislike the printed psge and never overcomes this sversion.

The very bright child, however, will quickly mester both lang-
ueges, but will reed more in English, since books in this lang-
uege will be at hand.

Fewer languages were reborted read by the students than
by their perents. Those listed were: German, Belgian, French,
Polish, Spanish, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Austrien, Hebrew,
Finnish, Itelien, and Greek. Latin wes given by nine pupils
in the 9A class. The author doubts whether these pupils can
do much reeding of lLatin. Nevertheless the report wes included.
Greek and IHebrew are recad well by most Greek or Jewish young-
sters beceuse of their fine instruction through the church or
in the hone.

Letin end French were most commonly reported for the native
white group. The most unusual was a report of Esperanto by a
child from & very orainery home. The highest percentage of
pupils reading foreign lengueges, 13, was in reading group IV.
The loviest percentage was in group I, &nd probebly indicated
as much a lack of general aebility es a definite relationship
between reading and foreign languages. For all cases the high
est percentasge of those reeding other languéges comnes in groups

ITI and IV.



Teble VIII

Foreign lengueges Read by Pupills

Totals for All Cases by Graaes

Per Cent
Reading Total None Ctuer Total
Group Number Languages
of Cases

7A 128 89 11 100

8A 138 -91 9 100

SA 196 85 15 100

Total 462 88 12 100

Table IX

Foreign Lanpuaszes Read by Puvils

All Cases by Reedaing Groups

Per Cent
Reading Totel liene Cther Total
Group Number Langueges
of Ceses
I 101 ol 9 100
II 96 89 11 100
IIT1 101 86 14 100
v 9 85 15 100
\ 65 ¢l 9 100

Totel 462 88 12 100

20
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Tzble X

Foreign Lencueges Reed by

Children of Foreien Parentage

Fer Cent
Reading Total llone Ctner Totel
Group Number Lengusges
of Cecres
I 14 64 35 100
IT 17 71 29 100
I1I 22 68 32 100
v 14 71 29 100
\'A 10 G0 10 100
Total 77 71 29 100

Foreisn Leneucwe Fublicetions in the Home

VWhile only 12 ver cent of the fatlhers end nine per cent
of the mothers can rcec a foreigun languace, yet foreign
languaege publicetions ere found in 1& per cexnt of the houes.
Nevertiieless in seven ceses out of 88, or ten per cent, no one
reads the foreign publicetions. In three cecscs the whole femily
reads it, in 12 csses the fether, in ten cases both perents and
in five the pupil,

Tne pupilshad no idea of the psmes of these publicetions

i

tut cduld recora the lenguases ia which they were written.

The seme lenguu:€s were reported as those spoken by the pesrents

witl these scaitions: Heweiien, Morwegian, Chinese, end Aresbic.
For ell ceses the hishest percentage of foreign lencuege

publicetions in the home, £1, cones in group I, seven roints
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higher then eny otlier group. TLoes this inaicete thet tlie riore
foreign the home the less reading the chilaren do? This increase
is shown more pleinly in the teble on "Foreign PuBlications in
Fomes of Pupils with Foreign Parentege," where the percentage for
the first group 1s 72, this beineg 27 points greeter then the
amount for the whole group. There is w«lso a lerge percentege in
the second grour, but the thira end fifth heve ebout the same
percentsge. The smellest percent: ge however is 29, or 43 points
below the first group. This would indicste thet & positive an-
swer to the question resisea ebove woulu be correct. The findings

shovn in the other tebles are not significent.

Table XTI

Foreign Lznguece Publicetions in the Home

All Groups by Gredes

Per Cent
Reading Total LUnanswereq Lione Foreign Total
Group Nunmber Publicetiorns
of Cases
A 128 1 77 22 100
84 138 9 84 7 1C0
QA 126 4 &0 16 100

Total 462 S 80 15 100




Teble XII

Foreign Lancguage Publications in the Eome

All Cases by Reeding Grourps

23

Per Cent
Reeding Total Unanswered  Lione Forelgn Total
Group Nurber Publications
of Ceses
I 101 6 73 21 100
II ¢6 4 82 14 100
IIT 101 6 60 14 100
IV 990 5 83 12 100
\'4 65 3 84 13 1C0
Total 462 5 80 15 10C
Teble YITI
Foreign Fublicetions in Homes of
Pupils of Foreign FParentege
Per Cent
Reading Totsl Unanswered one Forelgn Total
Group Number Publicetions
of Ceses
I 14 7 21 72 100
11 17 0 &3 47 100
III 22 14 45 41 100
Iv 14 14 o7 29 1C0
\'s 10 0 60 40 100
Total 77 8 47 45 100




Educztion of Parents

In examining factors in the home situation which would be
likely to promote reading emong pupils, one would surely con-
sider the education of parents as & deciding fector. The findings
of this investigation do not seem to bear this belief out, ex-
cept in the case of chlldren of foreign parentage. For all
cases the percentage range for mothers with college training is
only from 17 per cent in group IV to 20 per cent in group V,
group I heving one point more then group IV. For college trained
fathers there is even less range, from 20 per cent in group I
to 21 ﬁer cent in groups II and V. In both cases children doing
the most reacing are children of college people. The percentage
for fathers with college treining is two points higher than for
mothers.

Vhen high school training is considered, we find the mothers
ranking nine points higher than fethers. As maternal efficiency
is supposed to be the most important fector in training children,
we should exvect the children of mothers who hed high school
training to be much more interested in books. Again, however,
wve are disappointed, as the percentsge of mothers with children
in reading group I who have had high school training is higher,
37 per cent, than for that in group ¥V, wvhich 1s 35 per cent,

while the percentages for reading groups II ana IV very by only
one point. UFor the fathers with hish school training, their
training end the amount of reacing done by their children show
more association, &s groups III ena IV have’the lergest percent-
age. Nevertheless, there is a drop of one poiat for group V,

but group V is still three points above group I.
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WVhen one considers mothers with greue scnool treinirg, he
finds the highest percentege in group I, with a drop for groups
IT end III respectively. After that the percentege rises when
one might expect it to continue downvard. For the fathers the
lowest percentege occurs in groups II, IV, end V, the highest
coming in I ana III.

‘ The group which dic¢ not finish grede school is too'large,
but cen be expleined in part by the cdifference in greding in
forelgn countries. Only five illiterates were recorded under
the question concerning lencusges reed bty parents. The questions
on schooling begen with "Did your mother finish grasde school?"
Of these £8 inaividuals vho hed less then grede school training,
£3 got far enough to be sble to read for their own enjoyment.
These answers end those'answered with & question merk mey elso
show & leck of intimacy betweeh perents end pupil. It is inter-
esting to note that 28 did not know ebout their fether's train-
ing while only 17 did not know about their mother's. Probably
they have spent much more time with their mothers, while they
were only slightly ecqueintea vith their decs.

Teble XIV
Educetion of Mother - All Groups by Greades
Per Cent

Reeding Totel Unen- Less than Greae High College Totel
Group Number swered Grede School School School

of Cases
7A 128 7 3 33 42 S 100
8A 138 4 2 41 38 15 100
S9A 196 2 7 31 38 22 100
Total 462 4 S 34 39 18 100
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Table XV

Educetion of Mother by Reeding Groups

Per Cent
Rezding Toteal Unan- Less than Graae High  College Total
Group Number swered Grade School School School

of Ceses

I 101 2 4 40 37 17 100
II 96 4 5] 31 42 18 1CO
I1T 101 4 6 32 38 20 1¢0
Iv 99 4 3 36 41 16 1CO
\'4 65 o) 6 34 38 20 100
Total 462 4 s} 34 39 18 100

Table XVI

Educetion of TFether - All Groups by Gredes

Per Cent
Reading Total Unen- Less than Graade High  College Total
Group Number swered Grade School School School

of Ceses
7A 128 11 S 33 33 18 100
8A 138 6 7 42 25 20 100
SA 196 3 10 34 31 22 100

Total 462 6 8 36 30 20 100
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Table XVII

Educetion of Fether by Reeding Groups

Per Cent
Reading Totel Unen- Less thean Grade High College Total
Group Number swered Grade School School School

of Cases
I 101 6 9 z8 27 20 100
II 96 < 13 6 25 21 1C0
III 101 6 4 38 33 1¢ 1CO
Iv 9% 8 6 32 34 20 100
\ 85 S 8 34 32 21 100
Total 462 6 8 36 30 20 100

Ariong the children of foreign-born perents, there were no
college tresined parents of children in group I. In group II, one
mother was collece trained. The fethers with college training
and emount of reeaing done by their children seem to correlsate,
gs the amount of reeding done increases cteadily with the percent-
ege of euucetion., This is not true of the mothers, where the
lergest percentage heving a college education comes in group IV,
The balence of this teble and the tables for Nesgroes &and native!

white parents show no correletion.
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Tzble XVIII

Educetion of Foreign-Born Parents
MYother
Per Cent

Reading Total Unen- Less than Grede High College Total
Group Number swered Grade School Schoocl School

of Ceases
I 14 7 21 29 43 0 1C0
II 17 6 18 35 35 6 1¢0
III 22 14 18 45 14 9 10
IV 14 14 14 36 22 14 1C0
v 10 10 30 o 40 0 100
Total 77 10 20 35 29 7 100

Taeble IX

Education of Foreign-Born Parents
Father
Per Cent

Reeding Totel Unan- Less tren Grede Figh College Total
Group Number swered Grade School School School

of Ceses
I 14 7 29 38 29 0 100
II 17 6 35 35 24 0 1CO0
I1I 22 14 14 €0 18 4 1C0
IV 14 14 22 29 21 14 iOO
Y 10 0 20 20 30 30 1CO

Totel 77 9 23 37 23 8 100
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Incrclopedies in the Home

An unexpectedly large percentege of the puvils were found
to heve encyclopeaies in the home. Two hunared sixty-nine, or
£8 per cent of the pupils, hed one cor more sets of reference
books. Many pupils were able to give the nemes of the sets, 2859

of which were reported. The Book of Knowledge outnumtered any

other listed by two to one, while thke Vorld Book and Americena

were next in oraer. Agein, as one looks through the tables he
sees little association between the number of reference books

in the home and the amount of resaing done by boys end girls.

The presence of these books emong the groups reeding little seems
to show a lack of resistsnce to high pressure sslesmanship rether

than a desire for knowledge.

Teble X

Encvclcpedirs in the Home - All Groups by Greades

Per Cent
Reeding Totel Unen- fone Cne Two Three Total
Group Hunter swered or more
of Csses

TA 1728 2 31 47 13 7 100

84 138 3 46 34 12 & 100

9A 196 1 42 42 11 4 1CO
Totel 462 2 40 4] 12 S 1CO
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Teble 2T

Encyclopediss in the Home

All Ceses by Reecing Groups

Fer Cent

Reeding Total Unan- Hone One 1wo Three Toteal
Group Number swered or more
of Ceses
I 101 4 40 36 12 8 100
II g8 1 38 45 13 6 1C0
I1I 101 2 43 44 10 1 1¢c0
Iv 99 0 40 40 14 6 1CO
N 65 2 41 40 12 5] 100
Totel 462 2 40 41 12 S 100

Economic Status

Educztion of narents, encyclopedies in the home, home
languace, all influence the child, but the smount of incone is
vitelly more importcnt. A rough estimcte of the feamlily income
was gleaned by eskineg pupils to stete exactly whet kinds of
work their nerents dic. Then the femilies were aivided into
three groups: +those with no income, W.P.A. or menial tasks;
thosé with moderate income, factory workers, clerks, steno-
graphers, &nd the like; and the well-to-do, nrofessionel men,
business executives end directors in the factories or state
aepartments., The division is very crude, but does put the deta
in useble form.

As micht be expected, £9 per cent come from homes with
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moderate income, the other two groups being almost equal, 18
and 19 per cent respectively. Yor the low income group, one
finds the two largest percentages in reading groups I and II,
for the moderate income groups III, IV, and V, for the well-to-
do groups II, IITI, and IV, the peaks 1in the lest two cases
coming in group III.

Of the foreign-born parents, there are five per cent more
femilies in the low income class then from the group as a whole,
and ten per cent fewer famillies in the well-to-do division.
Naturally the most successful do not migrate to another country
unless forced to do so., A very lerge proportion, however, are
able to provide their familles with necessities. Here again
the highest percentages of well-to-do and moderate income families
are found in groups III and IV.

The Negro group'does not fare so wgll, as 60 per cent of
them either have no work or are Janitors and scrubwomen. None
of them gave occupations which would put them in the well-to-do
class and the percentage for the moderate income group is 19
points below that of the group total. The largest percentage,
60, represents Negroes with moderate incomes, and falls in read-
ing group IV.

Consequently, one can say that low income tends to make
children less interested in books; and that children from t
financially adequate homes will probably not spend more than 15

hours a week reading, but will engage in other recreations, too.
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Table XTI

Economic Status of the Families

All Groups by Gredes

Per Cent
Reading Total Unanswereda Low oT l.oderate well-to-ao Totel
Group Number No Income Income
of Cgcses
7A 128 0 19 69 12 1006
8A 138 4 19 o8 19 100
CA 168 8 14 60 13 100
Total 462 4 18 59 19 100
Teble ZXIII
Economic Stetus
of the Families
All Cases by Reading Groups
Per Cent
Reeding Totel Uneanswerea Low or Lo l.oderate VWell-to-ao Tote:
froup Number Income Income
of Ceses _
I 101 3 24 60 13 100
1T 96 5} 24 Sh 20 100
111 101 4 Vi 67 22 100
Iv 99 5 15 57 ' 21 1G0
\' 65 5 18 &9 18 100
Totel 452 4 18 59 19 100
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V'e heve seen then that other lzngueges reea by the perents
have 1ittle influence on the time which pupils spend on reauing;
that the majority of puvils who reed other languagcs spend from
three to four hours reescing, thet the more foreien lenguesge
publications there are in the home the less reescing 1s done by
the children, that children doing the most receding heve the largest
number of college trained pereants but thet the nunber of parents
treined with less then collece educetion and the amount of reesd-
ing done by the chilaren ao not correlate; thet reference books l
in the home ¢o not stimulete the use of books; end, finelly, thet
if a femily hes et leest & nmoderate iancome tihie chiilaren ere likely

to spena from three to 14 hours rezding per week.



CEAFTER III - IS RCALINUG ELLFFUL IN SCHOOLVORK?
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Ability to comprehend what is on the printed pege is prob-
ebly more useful in school work than eny other tool subject.
Are the pupils who reed most the best students? In order to
ansWer this question, let us look at the eges of pupils in the
various gredes and in the five reeding groups, at the number
who have feiled to pass gracdes, and at the number on the honor

roll.

Reletion of Amount of Reacing to Lge

If & child sterts school at five end is promoted eéch yeer,
he will reech the seventh grade &t twelve, normelly beconing
thirteen during his seventh yesr &t school. Fiffy-six prer cent
of the seventh graders stualed were thirteen at the end of their
74 semester when the blaenks were made out. Likewise 55 per cent
of the eighth grsde were fourteen end &6 per cent of the ninth
grade were fifteen. The age renge for all cases was from eleven
to nineteen.,

Turning now to the egge distribution by reecing groups we
find both the oldest and the ycungest in group I. The eighteen
yveer olds ell corme in groups I, II, end III, while two of those
who are seventeen ere in groups IV ana V respectively. The
sixteen yesr olas are divided largely into readine groups I ana
V, vith 20 per cent in the former snd 26 in the letter. This
mey be explsined by the meny reasons for retardetion in school
other then leck of ebility, like sickness which mey stimulate a
child to resd, since he cen do nothing else.

The fifteen year olds show & feirly even distritution for
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all grades., llevertheless when the ninth grede is examined alone
the vpercenta;;e of pupils ased 18 reaches its heisht, 71 per cent
in group IV, showing thgt the ninth greaer who mekes normal pro-
gress through school does e consiaerable esmount of reeding.

The fourteen year old group has the smellest percentege in group
I, the percentages in the other four beinz sbout the seme. Let
us look at the distribution of eighth greders who ere fourteen,
the normal ege for this greae. The two largest percenteges are
found in groups II end IV, and by far the smallest in group I.
The seventh graders who are of normal ege, thirteen, show a dis-
tribution similar to the ninth greders of normesl ege. The per-
centsge rises stesdally to group IV dropoing several points in group
V. Cne would seem Jjustified in concluding that pupils who meke
normal school prosress will reea more than those vho feil, the
greatest number of them risaing from nine to fourteen hours per
week,

The range of eges for children of foreign-born perents, for
negroes, end for those of netive white psrents was so similar to
the whole group that the conclusions sbove should be valid.

Table XXIV
Reletion of Amount of Reading to Aze of Pupils

All Groups by Grades

Per Cent
Reeding Total Age ALe Age Are hge Age Ace Age hAoe Total
Group Number 1g 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11
of Cases

7A 1288 1 0 2 4 16 16 5 5 0 100

8A 138 0 0 0 4 13 &S 27 ¢ 1 100

OA 196 0 2 6 20 £e 16 O 0 0 100
Total 462 1 1 3 10 32 27 24 1l 1 100




Teble XXV

Relation of fmount of Recuing to 4Lece of Pupils

All Ceses by Greades

Per Cent
Reeding Total Ace hAge Age Ace Age ALge LAge hge Age Total
Group Number lg 18 17 18 15 14 13 12 11
of Ceses

I 7A 26 4 0 0 4 35 15 42 0 0 100
8A 30 0 0 0O 10 17 30 40 0 3 100
SA 45 0 5 13 38 40 4 0 0 0 100
Total 101 1 2 6 21 31 15 23 0 1 100
II 74 25 C 0 4 4 20 16 52 4 0 100
8A 27 0 0 0 4 7 74 15 0 0 100
CA 44 0 2 4 14 64 1o 0 0 0 100
Totel 96 0 1 3 8 36 32 19 1 0 100
ITTI 7A 36 0] 0 3 S5 14 17 53 8 0 100
8A 23 0 0 0 0 g 52 39 0 0 100
9A 42 0 2 7 14 &3 24 0 0 0 100
Total 101 0 2 4 8 29 27 27 ] 0 100
IV 7A 25 0 0 0 4 4 8 76 8 0 100
8A 36 0 0 0 3 19 67 11 C 0 100
OA 38 0 0 3 13 71 13 0 0 0 100
Totel 99 0 0 1 7 35 31 24 2 0 100
vV 7A 16 0 0] 0 0 6 25 63 6 0 100
8A 22 0 C 0 0 9 o0 41 0 0 100
SA 27 0 0 4 18 &2 26 0 0 C 100
Total 65 0 0 2 8 26 34 29 2 0 100

Grand Totsl
452 1 1l 3 10 32 27 24 1 1l 100

pwﬁ"m
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Reletion of Amount of Re=ding end Fzilure

The numbter of fesilures ena the age of pupils in the grede
should show essociation. Therefore, we should expect to find
the same tendencies in the tebles above. TFor the whole groun 61
per cent had not failed &t all., This corresvonds to the aversce
of &6 per cent vho were of normel ege for eech grede. Teble
ZVII shows the essocietion tetween the emount of reading done
by Jjunior hich school pupils &nd fsilures. The 1¢7 pupils in
groups I ena II (those vho srend less then five hours per week
in reedine) heve experienced more failures, 4¢ and 38 per cent
respectively, then the pupils who read more then five hours
per week. The percentege of feillures 1is prectically the same
in groups III, IV, end V; This indicates that a reesoneble
amount of reeding is conducive to reasonastbtle progress in school
but thet excessive reecding is not. There is even e feint sug-
gestion that excessive resdinge might be a barrier to schocol pro-
gress since 34 per cent of the 62 puplls who do much reading
(15 or more hours per week) exceeds those vho read only six to
fourteen hours weekly.

Among the colored end the children of forelgn-born perents
48 per cent hed not feciled while the remeinder hed not been
promoted regulerly. . mong chiildren of netive-born white par-
ents tre percenteges of feilure are 47, 34, 2¢, 27, 27, for
the five reeding; groups, respectively. This evidence shows
that tke amount of reeding a child does is indicestive of suc-
cess in school work, but thet more then 1 hours per week of

reading is of no further helr toward regular promotion.



Teble IXXVI

Failures in School Vork

Totals for All Groups by Greaes

4 Fer Cent
Reading Total Uncen- Io Yailures Total
Group Number swered Feilures
of Ceses
TA 128 0 63 37 100
8A 138 4 71 25 1G0
SA 199 1 53 46 100
Total 462 2 61 37 100

Table IZWVII

FPeilures in Scliool Vork - All Cases by Leaaing Groups

Per Cent

Reasding Totel Uien- 7o Fzilures Toteal
Group lunber swered Failures
of Ccses

I 101 2 49 49 100

II o 2 30 38 100
ITI 101 0 0 68 100
Iv 9 1 67 32 100

v 8o 3 03 34 100
Total 462 2 01 37 1C0
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Reletion of Amount of FEescins end HMonor Roll

Thiru we shell discuss scholestic atteiament end its
reletion to pupils' reeding. Since the honor rolls are deter-
mninea Ly the merks on tle report ceras, it was assumed thet
escertaeinine the nwitiers on tie verious rolis would inaicste
tlie groaing of wunils in sufficient cdetell for this stucy. Vhile
the pupils known to the euthor heve given cccurete stetements, vet
the lerge muiber on the first honor roll mey show the results of
wishful thinkirne on tiie ert of sove pupils. Furtiier tie ab-
normgelly larce nwaber of pupils on the first honor roll wey te
et leest pertielly exwvleinea by the fret thet of tle 247
questionnegires thet were discerdeu for incouwpleteness the me jority
were contributec Ly scholasticelly poor stuuents.

Tne honor rolls of dJdohn Loe Junior Eigh School ere mesue up

as follows: Ezeh mimil tezkes six subiects in which he is m=rked

"A"' , "B" R "C ” , "D" , or "E . ”
A=4 points
D=3 points
CZ2 rpoints
D=1 point
IZno roints

The nurniles ere elso morked in citizenship in every subject. To
be‘on the first honor roll, e student must heve 18 points or
more in scholership end nothine below & "C" in citizenship.
This meens he lLes et lersst 8 "R" aversee., TFor the second honor
roll he rwust heve 18 points in schiolersiniv end asein at leest
"C's" in citizenship. This is & "C{4" sverece. Tor the third,
he must ecet 12 points end nothing below "D" in citizenship, or

a "C" scholestic sverece, ‘'hile & puvil ray feil to get on the
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honor roll tecause of voor citizensnhip this henpens very rarely,
for usuelly a gooa stucent behaves et leest vell enoush for a "C"
crade. -

Teble IZVIII shows by erades thie honor rolls s reoortea by
the 462 ceses. The median, 231, would fell in group III where
one woula expvect to find it. It is &lso ressonshle theat the

lereest nwnber of wvunils ere on none of the honor rolls.

Teble IXVIII

Reletion of Amount of Recding end lHonor Reoll

A1l Groups by Grades

rPer Cent
Rescding Totel UnenswereG Frirst Cecona Thirad None Total
Group Iumber
of Csses

7A 128 6] 24 27 16 33 100

B4 138 2 2% 16 17 4C 1C0

OA 166 3 24 18 15 40 100
Totel 442 2 24 20 16 38 100

This first clhizrt is then broken up into the five reading
groups. Lere nuturelly we find & very small proportion on the
first honor roll emong those vho spena little time reeding. The
percentare of the "B"™ or ebove stuuents increases through the
fourth resding eroup ena then drops decidedly in the fifth, It
would seem sefe to concluae thet more than fifteen hours of
recaing per week proved aetrimentesl to school work. Nevertheless

in the second honor roll colwnmn the per cent is greetest for
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those aoine the rost reeuing. It mey be thet these wide reesders
ere generelly very vell informed but do not cere to exert them-
selves in school work. Nineteen per cent of those reporting
the leest reeding were gvle to get a "C¥" averspge. These
individuels sre the ploading type. As one woulc expect, helf
of the poor resxders were on no honor roll et all. Everyone is
femilier with the fect that inability to wo a thing vell makes
one not want to do it. These pupils ere undoubtedly gled to
drop all books ena reeaing material, except comics, as soon es
possible. The rise of four points in the fifth group recders
who were on no.honor roll is & little surprising. It mey be
that these puvils teke refuse in the realm of books in order to

escepe from a too peinful reelity.

Teble ZZVIII-&

Reletion of Amount of Reeding to Honor Roll

All Ceses by Reading Groups

Per Cent
keeding Totel Tnenswered First Second Thira llone Total
Group DNumber
of Ceses
I 101 3 12 19 16 e 160
1I 96 3 27 20 17 33 100
I1I 101 1 29 20 17 33 100
IV 99 0 31 18 16 35 100
\'A 65 2 23 25 12 38 100

Total 462 2 24 20 16 38 100
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Next we heve tabulated the honor rolls as reported by
children of foreign-born parents. Out of the 77 cases 18 per
cent are on the first honor roll. This is five points less than
for el1 the cases. On the other hand, they heve 23 per cent on
the second honor roll. The percentace of those on no honor roll
is about the same es for the whole number., It should be noticed
thet the sverege resders of foreign-born parentege are esble to
meke the trest schoiestic record, while those in the fourth
reading grouv hesve the lercest proportion on the second honor roll.
It should also be noted thet by fer the largest number on no
honor roll is in the fourth group. This mey be due to the smell-
ness of the group, however. The foreign-born in the lowvest reasd-
ing group heve the lowest percentege on no honor roll found on
any chert., This may indicete & leck of reauing opportunity for

these individusals,

Table XXIX

Reletion of Amount of Reading to Honor Roll

Children of
Foreign-born Parents

Per Cent -
Reading Totel First Second Third None Totel
Grougp Number
of Ceses

I 14 14 14 43 29 100

II 17 18 18 23 41 100
III 22 32 23 9 36 100
Iv 14 14 29 0 57 100

\'A 10 10 40 20 30 100

Total 77 20 23 18 39 100
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Among the Negroes, we find the smallest percentage on the
first honor roll and the largest percentege on none. By Junior
high school age, the Negro boy and girl has begun to feel his
raclal handicaps acutely and to realize that there 1s little
to be gained by getting more training, since the world will 1let
him do only menial tasks.

Among children of native-born parents, one agein finds the
highest percentage on the first honor roll in the fourth reading
group, with diminishing percentages thereafter. One also finds
the lowest number on no honor roll in this seme category. No
positive conclusion can be drawn as to the relationship of
emount of reading to scholastic attainment. The findings seem
to show, as do the data on eges and failure, that more thean 15
hours per week in reading may be detrimental and that little ;

reeding and low scholarship usually go together.

Summerizing, the ege of pupils and the amount of reading
show relationship for reading groups I, II, III, end IV. This
1s also true of the data on failure. Similarly, the findings
from the honor rolls show association for these four groups.
Consequently, we may conclude that scholastic attainment ap- |
pears to improve as the amount of reading increases up to 15
hours per week., Among students reeding more than 15 hours there

eppeers to be a decline in scholastic etteinment.



CHAFTER IV~ TiL 1OVIE ANllD THE RADIO TUO EaAVE TEEIR PLACE
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As steted before, resding is only one form of recreation.
The movie is much more dremctic end tiie raaio en eesier way of
diversion. Eow does the plece of tiese two cumpere with thet
of reading in the schedules of John Loe Junior High School
pupils?

FS

The liovie

Out of the 462 pupils, £9, or 13 per cent, hed not attenaed
any movies in the nzst month. There were almost twice es meany,
25, 21 per cent, wlo hed ettencea six or rore. COne hoy said he
vent every day. Counting two hours for esch performnence ettended
even thoce zoing to four a month aere spenuing no more time in
e montih on movies then the average spénd on reaulng in a week.

It is the emotionel strain so ebly discussed in Iestman's Qur

llovie }YMade Childaren, which makes too many movies dangerous. If

these puplls attenu: double feetures of course their wovie go-
ine time is aoubled.

Iven thoucrh less time is spent in movies then on resaing,
movies heve a much more powerful influence beceuse of their
speed of ection, their aremetic anpeel, and the greeater
viceriousness wita which ve ell watch & picture., Ve ectually
live it. This vivianess is experienced from the printed page
only by our most cepsble pupils, the slow ones belng so cccupled

with the mechesnics of resaing that the thought escepes them.

Vhile there seems to be no regulerity in the tebles showing

v

the numnber of movies by reaains groups, yet when the everace for

each group is computed, there is & grecuasl rise, only the second
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group failing to fell into line.

Reading Group Averege Number of Lovies
Attended per lonth
I 3.0
IT 3.0
I1I 3.2
Iv 3.3
v 3.9

Thus tne more recreational recding a punil does tlie more movies |

he sees, provebly beceuse Le gets the ssne thrill from both.

Table XXX
Movies Attended per lionth

All Groups by Gredes

Fer Cent
Reading Toteal hone Cne Two Three Four Five Six or Total
Group Number more
of Cases

7A 128 15 11 15 19 15 10 15 100

8A 138 15 8 12 12 20 9 24 100

SA 166 10 12 13 17 15 11 22 100
Totel 452 13 10 13 16 17 10 21 100




Teble KT

Movies Attended per lonth

All Ceses bty Reesding Groups

Per Cent
Reeding Total llumber of llovies Attended
Group Numbher ITone One Two Three Four Five Six or Total

of Cccses more
I 101 13 17 11 18 15 8 18 100
II 8 15 9 17 15 13 14 17 100
IIT 101 15 6 17 17 14 11 20 100
Iv 99 11 15 9 15 20 9 21 100
v 65 Q 2 14 12 23 11 29 100
Totzl 462 13 10 13 16 17 10 21 100

ikovies elso are apt to sueseest interesting resding for
pupils., Thirty six ver cent of the whole group reported read-
ing books sur:iested by movies, the lergest percentzges, 48 and
£3 respectively for the seventhh end ninth gredes coming in
reading eroup IV end 55 rer cent for the nianth grede coming in
group V. It is interesting to note thet while in the eighth &nd
ninth grec: s the percentace for group I is low, 16 and 23, yet
for the seventh it is 46 per cent. Severel pupils gave Gone

With the V'ind es a fevorite Yook or cherecters selected from

it es favorites. The movie wes shown in town this spring. No
one who filled out his blank in Jenusry listed the book or
characters from it, &ll refcrences to it being found in thie June
cuestionneires.

Severzl pupils would like to resemble movie stars when they
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grow up, lickey Rooney, Deenna Durbin, Spencer Trecy, and Sonja
Henie being mentioned. Thelr chief reasons for wishing to be
like them are either fame or zood looks, elthoush Spencer Trecy's
quelities of cheracter vere mentioned. Ilovies in the past have

influenced people to read fiction. With the current trend to-

ward biogrephical pictures like Stsnley end Livincstone we may

see a rise in reacing of biography.

The Redio

As one might exnect, the number of hours spent listening
to the radio veried greetly, the largest number reported being
1 per week, or more than an everege of seven hours & dey. The
medien woula fell in the group 10-14 hours, and is usually
given es one to two hours on school days the rest divided be-
tween Seturaay end Sunday. Beginning with 20 hours tlie per-
centazes drop sherply. The colored and those of foreign-born’
parents use the radio more thean any other group, the hichest
percentage for eesch coming tetween 15 eand 19 hours. ‘'hen the
averaze for esch zroup is computed & rise in number of hours
spent listening to the radio eppears for each successive reed-
ing ¢roup except the third. It woulad seem then thet the amount
of time spent listening to the redio, like thét spent ia movies,

increases with the smount of reading.
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keeding Averace Time Spent Listening to the Radio
Group in Hours per ''eek
I 13.2
11 14.9
IIT 13.9
Iv .3
v | 16.7

Table ZZ2II

Amount of Time Spent Listening to the kedio

All Groups by Grades

Per Cent

Reading Totel Ilumber of Lours

Group Number 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35 or Total
of Ceses more

7A 128 11 20 23 1o 12 9 S 4 100
8A 1328 15 18 23 18 9 11 2 7 100
9A 196 18 22 20 17 12 6 3 2 100 |
Total 452 15 20 22 17 11 8 3 4 100
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Toble CCIII

Amount of Time Spent Listening to the Radio

All Cesses by Reesding Groups

Per Cent

Reeding Totel Lunber of Hours

Group Number C-4 5-9 10-14 15-1¢ 20-24 25-29 30-34 35 or Toteal
of Ceses more

I 101 20 20 25 15 10 4 3 3 100
II 96 17 17 20 21 11 6 5) 3 100
ITI 101 15 26 22 14 10 8 2 4 1C0
Iv 99 10 15 20 25 12 12 1 5 1C0
v 65 12 18 21 9 3 15 6 4 1C0
Total 462 15 20 22 17 11 8 3 4 100

One hundred twenty three, or 27 per cent, reported reading me-
teriasl suggested by the radio, a slightly smaller number than
those recaing material sugeested by the movies. The seventh
grade reported the lergest percentages, 42 for reedaing group I
eand 44 for grouvp IV. The highest eighth grede percentage, 30,
comes in group III, end the highest ninth grade percentage, 34,
in group IV. Avparently our younger students ere more apt to
read as & result of radio or movie suggestion than the older omnes.

“When it ceme to favorite charecters, however, news and
other broadcaesters were not mentioned until the eighth grade,
end then continued to be listed through the ninth. This was
glso true of charecters the pupils wish to resemble. Undoubtedly
the types of progrems are of much more significence tuen the

number of hours the redio runs. As one pupil reported, "The



radio is on all the time I'm home but I don't hear it much."
Modern youth has come to use the redio as & background to many
other activities, only heeding it for something as exciting as

Orsen ''ells' invesion by the people from liers.

The amount of time spent both attending movies and listen-
ing to the radio increases with the smount of reading done,
Furthermore, materisl suggested by both of these is reed, vpaertic-
ulerly by younger nupils; vhile the movie end radio personalities

ere fevorites and heroes for some of the boys and girls.



CHAFTLR V - VIY THe PUFILS KhaD.



We heve discussed at length the esmount of time pupils spend
reading but heve said 1little so far ebout why they read or how
they choose from the wveelth of material ebout them. In this
chepter, the discussion deals with the reading recommendations
that were heeded, the reesons pupils give for reading, and their

methods of declding whet to reed.

Reading Suggestions

In order to find out who recommenaed the material for pupils
to read, they were asked to give the number of times they hsad
read things suggested hy the groups listed. The number varied
from one to fifty times each, the largest number of times goling
to friends and librerisns. VWhat thelr friends say about read-
ing retter is of most concern to the pupils, es 66 per cent of
them follov their plavametes'! esdvice. Librerians come next for
gll cases, with 60 per cent, teechers being & close third, 59
per cent, end parents being only slightly less important in the
pupil's judegment, this advice being followed by 53 per cent of
the pupils. In the cesc of perents, other aaults, librarians,
friends, teechers, end reviews, the percentage has & feirly
regular rise reaching e pneak either in reecing group IV or V.
Advertisements end ministers influence the fewest number of pupils.‘
In spite of this 44 per cent of the Negro childre~ reported read-
ing because of savertisements. The librerien has less weight
with the children of foreign-born then with the others, their
percentage golng down twelve points below thet for all cases.

Ve mey conclude that friends their own ege, librariens, teachers,

and parents, in that order, may expect to have their reaaing



sugrestions heeded by about 60 per cent of the junior high

school group.

Teble IZZOIV*

Reading Curgestions - All Groups by Gredes

A 8A QA Total

Totel Ilumber of Cases 128 138 196 462
rer Cent

Perents 4 &9 4¢ S3
Cther Acdults 32 30 28 29
Litreriens £5 75 o1 60
Brothers and Sisters 39 33 27 32
Friends 63 71 63 66
Ministers 16 22 14 17
Relatives 30 24 15 22
Teachers o¢ 61 59 o9
Advertisements 24 20 15 19
Revievs ‘ 21 30 17 22

* The verticel percentage totels more then 100 as pupils
coulcd check &s mesny answers as they wished. his is also
true of meny of the subsequent tebles.



Reading Susgestions - All Ceses by Reading Groups

Totel IMumber of Cases

Perents

Other Adults
Librariens

Brothers end Sisters
Friends

Linisters

Reletives

Teachers
Ldvertiserxents

Reviews

Table

LTV

I 1T ITT IV v Totel
1C1 c6 1C1 99 65 462
Fer Cent
40 50 4 65 62 53
23 25 24 32 43 29
47 57 61 70 6S 60
24 30 36 41 2¢e 32
48 68 66 79 69 66
19 11 16 22 15 17
23 13 24 25 26 22
&3 53 o9 65 69 59
18 19 19 18 25 19
19 18 22 24 29 22

53



Reasons for Reeding

The pupils were asked to check ei.:ht reasons for reeding
end list eny others they cered to give. Very fev gave others;
and, if so, these were covered by those printed on the question-
naire. Consequently only those printed will be discussed here.

There are two chief reasons why these boys and girls read:
because they like it end to get inforie+tion. Vorthy of note is
thie fect thet the greetest percentege reecing to plesse nerents
and teachers comes in rcauing group I. It looks es if these
children only reea under compulsion. Those who have nothing else
to do but resd come elso in the lower reeding groups, the ner-
centage goins erreticelly downwerd, Two tebles show a steady
rise in percentege in the successive reading groups, those for
getting informetion &nd for liking to resd. The percentege for
group V is more then 20 points hignher then that for group I in
both cases.

Surming up, we can see that Junior high school boys and
£irls resd more Jjust for recreation than for any other one reason
and have begun to know that books contain valuable bits of in-
formetion. They h:ive not yet begun to get eny deeper meanings,
like a better understending of life, from books, or st least
they are not reedy to sey so. They are still at the curious

stage when everything new is of interest.



Reasons for Feeding - All Groups by Gredes

Totsl Number of

Please Perents
Pleece Teachers
Informetion

Forget Troubles

Tothing Zlse To

Cases

Lo

For Conversetion

Friends To It

Like To Resd

Table

oI

7A 8A OA Total
128 138 196 462
Fer Cent
25 17 11 17
23 22 17 21
72 66 71 70
25 11 10 14
81 £3 o2 56
29 29 27 26
7 6 3 S
79 83 76 79

Table 2Z2VII

Reasons for Re=sding - All Cases by Keeding Groups

Totel Number of

Please Perents
Please Teachers
Informetion
Forget Troubles

Mothing klse to

For Conversection

Friends Do It

Like To Reed

Ceses

Do

T II IIT v v Totel
101 o6 101 99 65 462
Per Cent
26 13 14 14 17 17
27 22 21 13 20 21
£6 67 75 77 77 70
12 11 18 12 20 14
53 64 57 49 4¢ 56
22 21 26 32 29 26
8 4 4 4 5 S
1 78 66 g2 o2 7¢
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'ow Purils Lecice Vhat to Reed

How do the pupils decide what to reed? This they were
esked to give with no suegestions put in front of them., The
answers were so veried that groupinege wss difficult. Only ten
items were agreed uvnon by more then five per cent of the group
es a whole. Fourteen per cent geve indefinite reasons like,

"I just go in end pick out a swell book."

Fifty-seven per cent select reeding meterisl by its phys-
icel make-up including three per cent who look et the print, ean
item not includea in the teble, the title being the most compell-
ing feeture. Forty-two per cent looked et the insicde, glancing
through the vclume or resding some., Here egain we see the herd
instinct, so orevelent among edolescents, as 18 per cent, the
second ﬁighest single percenteage, read by recommendation, nostly
thet of their friends. The prercentsece for this item proceeds
upward for the reaeding groups. Tjorthy of note is the fact thet
the percentc..e reeding by recommendetion increeses steeally by
gredes.,

In the ninth grede seversl looked at the library cerd to
see vhat pupils hed reed the book before. I.ore of these pupils
also said they took their perents' recommendetion. loreover it
is here that we find the highest percentege in all groups reed-
ing on a sneciel topic. 'le find in addition & desire for in-
formation vhich is "beneficiel” or will "helv in leter life."
In genersl the percenteges show no connection with the amount

of resacing.



Teble IZIOVIIT

Reasons for Choosing Rooks and llecezines - A1l Grouvs by Grades

7A BA OA Total

Total I'umber of Ceses 128 138 1¢6 462
Per Cent

Cover 5 1 0 2
Fictures 7 14 6 g
Title 25 17 14 19
Lookea Good e 10 8 9
Teble of Contents 18 15 13 14
Glanced Through 6 9 7 7
Reed Some 10 7 16 11
Interesting 13 8 9 10
Recommendstion 12 1¢ 22 18

Speciel Topic 2 7 8 6




Table XEZDIUX
Reasons for Choosing Eooks and lzgezines

All Cases bty Reacing Groups

I 1T ITI IV \i Totel
Totel Ilumber of Ceses 101 6 101 g9 69 4062
Fer Cent
Cover 2 1 1 2 3 2
Pictures 4 9 11 S 17 9
Title 20 18 13 18 26 19
Looked Good 9 8 10 7 9 9
Teble of Contents 15 11 17 13 9 14
Glenced Through 6 S 8 10 8 7
Peed Come 14 S 1C 14 9 11
Interesting 7 14 9 11 S 10
Recormendetion 7 18 16 24 29 18
Speciel Topic 5 9 4 6 3 6

lie mey infer, then, that pupils reed most those books re-
conmended by friends thelr own ege, librerlans, teachers, and
parents, that they reeca chiefly to get informetion ana for fun,
end thet the title of the publication ana whet people sey about
it lergely determine whet things will be reed. Those who reed
least do so more often to please perents and teechers end te-

cause they heve nothing else to do.



CIAPTIR VI - THE TRIASURIIIOUSL CI" ECCES
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Wiith en increesing azount of orintad metter teing pressed
upon us #ll the time, the provortion of book rewliing to other
reading becomes constently less. This aoes not decrease 1its
im.ortence, h-wever. The bound voluwe is the only way to get
permenence; enu the more permecnent a piece of litereture is the
lonzer its influénce will lest. It 1s our purpose here to dis-
cuss the place of books in the nupil's reecing. To leesrn this
we shall first investigete frou wvhere tlieir books cowe, second
the number reco erch veek, thira the Looks esvellable in tle
school librery, fourth tihe tyo s of bocks enu storics pupils
prefer, end fii'th pooks which they es individuals like best

and the ones choscn as school fevorites.

Cources of Pooks

cohn Doe Junior niigh Cchool ic fortunete in heving eveilable
not only its own school litrery "ut several otlier liltrerics as
wellse A1l but nine por cexnt of the puplils use the schivol litrary,
while 70 per cent heve bhooks enousch in the hore to report thet
as a source of supply. <Lhe source of the next hicliest luporteunce,

ted bty £8 per cent of the pupile, is ¢ifts. There ere severel

—
[
]

vell stockeld took stores in tle cowunity vhich ney help to &c-
count for the prevelence of boois &s ¢irte, The hebit of
torrowing hus teen formed by £7 per cent, who obtein books from

o

their friencs. Torty per cent ot the pupils sctuclly report tuy-
ing their own books. 'hile only 37 ver cent sey they use otlier
litraries, vet the school library is usuelly roecurte end 1f not

the litrerian will cecure n-terial from outsice for tlie oupils,
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The eighth grade appears to use the school and home libraries
more, to borrow more, and to purchase more books than any other
grade. As the seventh graders are less familiar with the school
building, that may explain why fewer of them use the school library.
The younger pupils, too, are not so well acquaihted with the
student body which may account for their obtaining fewer books
from their friends. belng younger, they also have less opportunity
for earning money and may, therefore, be able to buy fewer books.

The ninth grader may have outgrown or exhausted his home
library. This may also be.true of the home libraries of his
friends. The drop in percentage 1s so slight for the school
library that it has 1little significance. The author has no ex-
planation for the drop for buying books except a broadening fileld

of recreation whicéh demandgsmore money from the older pupils.

Table XL
Sources of Books - All Groups by Grades

Per Cent :
Reading Total School Other Friends Home Gift Purchase
Group Number Library Library

of Cases
7A 128 88 38 b1 70 60 30
8A 138 92 36 67 72 57 48
9A 198 91 35 55 68 57 38

Total 462 91 37 857 70 58 40
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Let us now turn to Table XLI, which lists the percentages
of pupils using various sources of books by the reading groups.
In every case the smallest percentage making use of the various
sources is in group I. The percentage of pupils using the school
library, the home, and purchases as sources of thelr books rises
steadily from reading group I to group IV or Y. The percentages
using the school library end the home are the same in the last
two groups. It 1s clear from these data that those who read
most make use of the largest variety of sources, and use all of

them more frequently.

Table XII

Sources of Books - All Cases by Reading Groups

Per Cent
Reading Total School Llbraery Other Frilends Home GIft Purchase
Group Number Library
of Cases
I 101 85 22 42 58 €1 32
IT 96 0 27 60 70 59 32
III 101 90 39 59 73 52 40
IV 99 95 52 64 75 66 44
v 65 05 48 63 75 83 52

Total 462 91 37 o7 70 &8 40
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For the children of native white parents, the percentage
does not varylmore than four points from the percentages
for the group as a whole. When comparing the percentages for
the foreign-born with the whole group one finds three irreg-
ularities which should be mentioned. ‘he number using the
school library is eight points lower than for the whole group,
nor 1s this made up by en increased use of some other source.
Only sixty-five per cent of these puplils instead of seventy
per cent read books from their own home libraries. This per-
centage was largest (79 per cent) in group IV. While 58
per cent of the 462‘pupils receive books as gifts, this prac-
tise 1s followed by only 44 per cent of the children of foreign-
born parents. Fewer books are also purchesed by this group

than the others.

Teble XLIT

Sources of Books as Given by Children of

Foreign-Born Parentage

- __Per Cent
Reading Total School Other Friends Home Gilft Purchase
Group Number Library Library

of Cases
I 14 86 36 43 71 43 21
II 17 82 18 59 59 &9 24
III 22 77 41 59 &9 41 23
Iv 14 86 43 71 79 50 36
\'i 10 90 40 40 60 20 60

Total 77 83 35 o6 65 44 30
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The colored children must have access to more libraries
than the rest, as the percentage using this source is 25
points higher than for the whole grdup. They borrow many few-
er books, however, and have fewer in the home, the difference
being 21 and 14 points respectively. This may be a reflec-
tion of the low wages earned by negroes in most communities.
Correspondingly the negro buys fewer books and gets fewer by
gifts. Notwithstanding, 40 per cent get reading matter which
keeps them sufficiently busy to put them in reading group IV.

Number of Books Read

With all these places from which to get books, how many
books actually are reéd? Nearly one half or 45 per cent of
the pupils read from two to four books during the month pre-
ceding the filling out of the questionnaire. That is from
one half to a whole book per week, not a bad figure. 1t 1s
especially good when one considers that 28 per cent read five
or more books per month or considerably more than one per
week.

As there are 5,000 volumes in the school library or 3.5
books per child and a circulation of 31,941 for the school
year, this is an average of 22.6 books per year used by each
pupil or an average of 3.5 per month, which corresponds well
with our findings, that the gregtest number of pupils read
from two to four books per month.

Loglicelly the largest percentages reeding no books or
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only ohe book ere in reading group I, those percenteges con-
tinuing downward in the successive reading groups. There is

a steady rise in the number of pupils reading from two to four
books per month through groups I, II, and III, with a slight de-
cline for IV and a decided decline for V. Whilile only 25 per
cent in reeding group V have read 2-4 books yet this 1s counter-
balanced by the 57 pef cent in this same group who read five

or more., Further, among those who read five or more the number

of polints of 1lncrease between each group is large.



Teble XIIII

Books ilesa Lonthly - All Groups by Gredes

Fer Cent
Recsding Totel Hunter of Eooks
Group Number Unanswered None One Two to Five or
of Ceses Four more

7A 128 3 8 16 47 26

8A 138 1 7 12 43 37

CA 196 2 11 18 45 22
Totel 462 2 9 16 - 45 28

Teble XLIV

EBooks Reed lonthly

All Cases by Reeding Groups

Per Cent
Reading Totel Numter of Rooks -
Group LNumber Unanswered None One Two to Five or Totsl
of Cases Four more
I 101 1 23 21 39 16 100
II <l 1 10 17 oo 17 100
III 101 2 5 13 &2 27 100
IV 99 3 2 14 48 33 1¢0
v 65 3 3 12 25 57 100
Total 462 2 9 16 45 28 100




The teble for Negroes was the only one to show any marked
deviation from the totels for the whole group. Here we found
the vercentege of pupils resaing no books six noints higher than
thet for the group es & whole. Again, the percentege who read
only one took in the month before the cuestionneire wes circulated
was sixteen points higher emong the Negroes then in the group as
a whole. 1t then dropped corresponain:;ly 17 points for two to
four books and eight points for five or more. Not only do Negroes
heve more difficulty in cetting books, but they also appear to
read them much less, while the childaren of the foreign-born have

access to fewer books but seem to reeda just as many.

Books Pupils lLike Pest

From the ciscussion of sources of books &nd number reac we
shell turn to bLook: the pupils like test. They were askea to
rank types of hooks in the orcer in which they liked thern, coing
likewicse with types of stories, end to give thelir fevorite of the
books read during the psst school ycer.

The purils were asked to give & first anad second preference
in types of litereture, 63 rer cent renked fiction either first
or second. Books of tresvel came next with 38 per cent. After
this ceme books of history with 28 per cent. The others hsd less
than 25 per cent each, the lowest, 13 per cent, going to books
of religion., 1lany of the books of trevel, like those by kichard
Haliturton, &re written in fiction style, enda thus meske en appeal

to boye and girls, leny of the newer non-fiction historical books
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are also pleying un interesting irncldents, minimizin~ detes and
wars, and ne ke really fescineting reacing. Leo Fubermen's Ve,

tiie Feorle is of this type. Those vho reau most, groups IV

end V, listed fiction the most times.,

A drop of 16 points is found in the tebuletion for chilaren
of foreign-born parents in the colwin for fiction. There is
elso & drop of eight voints for biocerephy, but a rise of 12 for
science, the higlier percentsges being found in the last three
resding groups. For the Negroes, the percentere is eleven points

higher for books of religicn with eleven less for fiction.

Teble ZAV

Tyves of Looks Given First and Second Choice

A1l Groups by Gredes

Per Cent
Reading Totel Eio- Trzvel OScience kelig- Lis- Fictlon
Group Number grevhy ion tory
of Ceses
7A 128 16 44 13 15 23 63
8A 138 13 39 17 13 2° 67
9A 196 16 33 l¢ 12 35 64

Totel 462 15 38 17 13 28 63




Table XLVI
Types of Books Glven First and Second Cholce

All Cases by Reading Groups
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_ _ Per Cent
Reading Total Blo- Travel Sclence Rkellg- Hls- Flction
Group Number graphy ion tory
of Cases
I 101 18 44 13 18 23 54
II 96 14 42 20 10 32 85
III 101 19 31 19 13 31 63
IV 99 12 40 14 15 26 67
A 85 14 31 20 (5] 28 69
Total 4682 15 38 17 13 28 63
Table XLVII
Types of Books Given First and Second Choilce
by the Children of Foreign-Born
Per Cent
Reading Total Blo- Travel Sclence Rellg- His- FMctlon
Group Number graphy ion tory
of Cases
I 14 7 58 21 14 14 43
II 17 12 53 24 12 29 35
111 22 5 27 36 18 32 60
IV 14 o 29 29 7 21 71
v 10 10 10 30 10 30 30
Total 77 7 36 29 13 26 47
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When we consider the types of stories preferred we still
see how young these pupils are. Adventure stories are preferred
by 80 per cent of the pupils. 1n this tabulation the pupills

could give three ocholces, but out of the three one was usually

1
1

adventure. bLetective stories were second in favor, with 54 per
cent followed by & tie, 34 per cent, for animal stories and those
of long ago. Stories of other lands, love storlies, and stories
of children have the least appeal. Out of the 75 checking stories
of children only two were boys, one of them belng colored. The
amount of reading done and types of stories preferred seem to
have no relationship.

The colored group again showed deviation from the group as
a whole. The percentage for love stories rose 22 points, for
stories of children 24 points. It dropped 10 points for stories
of long ago and 14 points for animal stories. While this may
be due to the small group, yet it may also be an evidence of
the earller maturing of the colored race, as shown by the in-
terest in love stories. It also may reflect again the future
the Negro must face. He can marry and raise children like a
white person but he does not have equal opportunities vocation-

ally.
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Teble XLVIIT
Types of Stories Given First, Second, and Third Choice by Pupils

All Groups by Grades

_ Per Cent
Reading Total Long Detec- Chlld- Other Adven- Love ochool Anlmal
Group Number Ago tive ren Lands ture Life
of Cases

7A 128 35 83 22 25 81 16 16 29

8A 1328 31 55 13 20 80 21 31 38

SA 196 34 43 15 21 80 27 36 35
Total 462 34 54 18 22 8l 22 29 34

Table XLIX
Types of Stories Given First, Second, and Third Cholice by Pupils

All Cases by Reading Groups

Per Cent
Reading Total Long Detec- Child- Other Adven- Love School Animal
Group Number Ago tive ren Lands ture Life
of Cases

I 101 35 59 18 20 77 26 16 36

II 06 33 53 15 22 82 24 31 34
III 101 35 58 17 25 87 18 24 32
IV 29 29 47 16 26 83 20 37 31
-V 85 37 55 15 15 72 28 45 38

Total 462 34 54 16 22 8l 22 29 34

Every year during book week each pupil in John Doe Junior High
School 1s asked to cast his vote for his favorite book. buring

1938, 0'Brien's Silver Chief, a dog story, received the most votes;

McNeeley's Rusty Ruston, the story of an orphaned school girl came
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next, with Little Women third. In 1939, Little Women came to

first place with Burnett's Secret Garden second. These are all

young folk's classics. While no non-fiction book won, yet all
these are first rate fiction.

On the questionnalre the pupils were asked to give the book
read this year which they liked best. The wide variety of ans-
wers defied tabulation. Two gave comic magazines, evidently
classing them as books. About a fifth replied they liked them
all or they didn't remember or none were much good, most of them
showing an inability to declide about their preference. Those
of forelgn-born parents and the colored gave the same types of
books es those with native white parents.

While adventure stories prevailed, of the whole group, 18
per cent listed books which are children's or adult's classics,

many of them old favorltes like Treasure Island, Lady of the

Lake, Les Miserables, and The last of the Mohlcans. The highest

percentage choosing fiction, 23 per cent, were in reading group
IV, the lowest ten per cent in group I.

Only seven per cent listed books in a series. Since the
Nancy Drew and Sue Barton stories were given most frequently,
these answers came chlefly from girls. The Nancy Drew series
is not considered very good literature according to John Doe
Junior High School's librarian. The stories are made up accord-
ing to a pattern to provide plenty of halr-breadth escapes and
are put out in a cheap form for sale. Our book stores keep a
large supply of these. The Sue Barton series 1s better literature,
has been approved occupationally by the National Nurses Assoc-~

jation, and represents real life situations. The Nancy Drew
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series 1s 1listed more often in the seventh and eighth grade,
while the Sue Barton books continue in popularity throughout
the ninth. The largest percentage, 12, reading a serles is in
reading group IV.

Animal stories were given by five per cent of the boys, the
largest percentage coming in Group I. Those by Albert Terhune
and Jack London are very pupular. There were also four folk tales
reported, two Paul Bunyan and two King Arthur.

While only one non-fiction book, Dr. Wilfred Grenfell's
given by the eighth, and nineteen by'the ninth grade. This is a
really hopeful trend. Some of the books told how to do things.
One, for instance, was on raising rabbits. Two people gave their
eighth grade history text, one liking best the part ebout John D.
Rockefeller, a ten page biography. In the ninth grade, these non-
fiction books were mostly blography, the life of Will Rogers being
the most pupular. That these young people are becoming self

consclous 1s shown by a report of Dale Carnegie's How to Win

Friends and Influence People. It seems falr to conclude that our

older boys and girls are to a very small degree learning to eppre-

ciate non-fiction.

Summing up, these data show that the native white child
obtains books in more different ways than the foreign-born. or
"~ colored, and that the colored group reads the smallest number of -
books, the other groups reading from two to four per month. These

figures agree with the library circulation statistics of 3.5 books
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-per month per child. The pupils prefer fiction decidedly to any
other type of book, liking edventure stories best, but when they
vote as a group they choose very good literature. As they grow

older they tend to read fewer series books and slightly more non-

fiction, particularly bilography.



CHAPTER VII - NEWSPAPER REALING
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While books are read by only a small percentage of the adult
population, newspaper reading is almost universal. Michigan ranks
twelfth among the states in number of newspapers per person,
having one for every 3.04 of the population.l How many newspapers
and which parts of the paper are used by John Doe Junior High
School pupils?

Newspapers 1n the Home

Only six pupils or one per cent, reported no newspaper coming
to their homes dally. Even in two cases here the home was not
always without a paper as one pupil took one occasionally and
another always had Sunday papers. One paper was found in 44 per
cent of the homes, this usually being the local one but a few
listed a Detroit publication instead. Over half, 55 per cent,
have two or more papers, several have three, and one listed six.
Detroit or Ohicago papers are taken in addition to the local one,

The Christien Science Monitor and The New York Times entering a

very few homes, ’In homes of the foreign-born a larger percentage
had one newspaper but a slightly smaller percentage had two or
more. Percentages for the colored and native white were approx-
imately the same as for the group as a whole. The percentage of
those having more than one paper in the home increases irregular-
ly with the amount of reading; a corresponding decrease is shown
with pupils heving one newspaper at home. Therefore the pupils
had ample opportunity for newspaper reading. How did they use this

lGrey, William Scott and Munroe, Ruth, KEADING INTERESTS
AND HABITS OF ADULTS. New York: MeacMillan, 1930. Chepter I
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opportunity?

Teble L

Newspapers at Home - All Groups by Grades

Per Cent
Reading Total None One More than Total
Group Number one
of Cases

7A 128 2 44 54 100

8A 138 1 53 46 100

9A 1968 2 37 61 100
Total 462 1 44 55 100

Table LI

Newspapers at Home - All Cases by keadlng Groups

Per Cent
Reading Total None One More than Total
Group Number one
of Cases

I 101 0 51 49 100
II 96 3 45 52 100
III 101 1 41 58 100
Iv 89 1 43 56 100
v 65 2 37 61l 100
Total 4682 1 44 55 100
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Parts of the Newspaper Read

Ninety-four per cent of the junior high school pupils involved
in this study first read the comics, the percentage being slightly
less in the seventh grade, 91 per cent , than in grades eight
and nine. While almost all must know what Boots 1s doing only
81 per cent care enough about the world in general to read the
headlines. “The percentage drops only four points for Ripley's
"Believe It or Not."™ Afper reading these three they must find
out about the movies. Sixty-nine per cent study the theatre page.
Of course they must know the gchool news because they have spent
six hours there during the dey, so 58 per cent check up to see
whose name was Included in the paper. ‘then, too, 47 per cent
must be informed on sports. After these aere taken care of, 43
per cent find time for the foreign news, probably because of the
European situation, and 36 per cent take time to read netional
news, which has not been nearly so exciting this year as the
foreign. Only 31 per cent report reading the crime news and al-
most as many, 30 per cent, are interested in local events.

Dorothy Dix, social events, the continued story, editorials, ad-
vertisements, end the financlal page are read by a decreasing
number of pupils. ‘The percentege increases with the grade for
Dorothy Dix advice, reflecting the immaturity of our younger pupils.
For some inexplicable reason crime makes more of an appeal to our
seventh graders.

From reading groups I to IV the percentage of those reading
national news increases steadily. ‘his 1s also true of local

news. It would probably be true of foreign news were it not for
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the march of Hitler throughout Europe. This indicates that those
who read most, read more factual parts of the paper.

The fact that the percentages for reading editorials run 10,
15, 6, 12, and 14 respectively for the reading groups is inter-
esting as 1t seems to indicate that both those who read least and
those who read most pay at least some attention to this part of
the paper. Since many seventh graders asked what the word "edit-
orial"™ meant, it may be that several pupils reported reading this
part of the paper without reelizing what they were checking.

The continued story 1s read most by groups I and V, indicat-
ing an interest in thrills and plenty of patience to persevere
through a long drawn out affeir. Group I also has more interest
in crime. Those in reading groups'IV and V are slightly more

interested in school news than the others.
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Parts of Newspaper Read by Puplls - All Groups by Grades

Reading Group
Total Number
of Cases

Parts of News-
paper

Comics
Headlines
Ripley
Theatre Page
School News
Sports
Foreign News
National News
Crime

Local News
Dorothy Dix
Society Page
Serilal
tditorials
Ads

Financial Page

7A 8A SA Totals
128 138 196 462
Per Cent Reading It
91 96 95 94
74 78 88 81
75 81 73 77
71 69 68 69
46 61 635 o8
41 43 46 47
41 44 43 43
27 48 39 36
37 28 29 31
28 27 33 30
7 15 20 15
9 9 10 14
11 12 13 12
8 12 12 11
5 12 12 10
1 3 3 3
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Table LIII

Parts of Newspaper Read by Pupils - All Cases by Reading Groups

Reading Group I IT III - Iv v Total
Totel Number 101 96 101 99 65 462
of Cases
Parts of News- Per Cent Reading It
paper

Comics 94 94 95 92 92 92
Headlines 77 86 80 87 69 82
Ripley 72 80 72 80 78 78
Theatre Page 64 72 70 75 62 69
School News 54 56 58 62 62 58
Sports 46 41 47 50 28 47
Foreign News 37 50 41 46 37 43
National News 30 34 40 38 34 36
Crime 36 27 29 34 26 31
Local News 24 28 34 30 32 30
Dorothy Dix 9 15 9 25 17 15
Soclety Page 14 15 11 20 9 14
Seriel 14 9 11 12 15 12
Editorials 10 15 5 11 14 11
Ads 8 10 11 2 9 10
Financial Page 4 4 1l 11 2 3

Let us now turn to the ranking of the children of the foreign-
born and the parts of the newspaper read. Qulte naturally while
only 37 per cent of the whole group read foreign news, 51 per
qent of those of forelgn-born parentege read it. They have rel-

atives and friends suffering in Europe and feel much more keenly
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the events of the past few months. ‘he percentages also rise
in the reading of headlines, natlional and local news, and crime.
For the colored group we find the biggest increases, 13
rer cent each higher than the totals for all cases, in sports,
foreign news, and Dorothy Dix. Joe Louls' recent success accounts
for the former. The deslire to reed Dorothy Dix is in harmony
with the Negro preference for love storles and the fect that
the race appears to mature earlier than the white. ‘he Negro
too has more interest in the theatre page, his percentege being
80, while the group percentage 1s 62. Sixty-two per cent of the
whole group turn to the school news regularly but only 42 per
cent of the Negroes do so. Local news drops also from 32 per
cent to 16. The llegro may here be showling his growing aware-
ness of what it means to be born black. Slince the Negroes are
not given positions of leadership in a white community, they

may not care to read much sabout its doings.

It appears then that almost every child has access to one
6r more newspapers; that comics, headlines and "Believe It or
Not" are most frequently read; that forelgn, national, and local |
news 1s read more by puplls who read from three to 14 hours per |
week; that the child of foreign-born parents is much more inter-
ested in foreign affalrs than the others; and that the colored
group also read more forelgn news but in addition are more in-
terested in sports and Dorothy Dix and less interested in school

and local news.



CHAPTER VIII - MAGAZINE READING
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The reading of megazines 1s almost as common as newspaper
reading. According to John Doe Junior High School pupils they
have approximetely 5.9 megazines per family. Here as with
newspapers the puplls seem to have an ample supply of printed
matter. Where the data showed an averasge of more than one
megazine in a given group present in each home, the number in
each group was tabulated separately. This was necessary for

monthly, general weeklies, comics, and pictorial news meagazines.

Monthly, General Weeklies, Plctorial News Magazines

The largest number of magazines listed was the monthly
periodical of general interest including women's megazines, The

Reader's Digest, and literary megazines such as Harper's. Only

27 per cent of the homes leck these magazines but 56 per cent

of the pupils do not read any of them. (See table LIV.) More
homes have from one to three of these periodicals thaﬁ any other
number. The largest percentege of puplls also reads from one to
three. When the averages are computed for the readiné groups

one finds an almost even rise through groups I to V¥V, the averages
being 1, 1.7, 1.7, 2.4, 2.5. No such regular progression is
found for the children of foreign-born parents nor for the llegro

groups.
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Table LIV

Monthly Magezines in the Home and Read by Pupils

All Groups by Grades

___Per Cent
Reading Total None 1-3 4-6 7-9 10 or more
Group Number At At At At At
of Cases Home Read Home Read Home KRead Home Read Home Lkead
7A 128 36 b1 38 34 22 12 6 2 2 1
8A 138 33 51 31 33 28 12 7 4 1 0
- 9A 196 20 34 41 46 23 12 11 7 5 2
Total 462 27 44 37 39 24 11 9 5 k) 1
Table LV

Monthly Magazines in the home and kead by the Pupils

All Ceses by Readlng Groups

___Per Cent _
Reading Total ‘None 1-3 4-6 7-9 10 or more
Group Number At At At At At
of Cases Home head Home Read Home Read Home Read Home Read
I 101 35 59 40 34 19 7 4 0 2 0
II 96 26 39 41 48 23 9 9 3 1 1l
III 101 28 44 33 4] 26 11 9 3 4 1
IV 99 23 36 34 36 24 14 14 10 3 2
\'A 65 24 37 30 34 33 18 8 9 7 2
Total 462 27 44 37 39 24 11 9 5 3 1l
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General Weeklies were also tabulated separately. An increase
in the average per pupil by grades is found, the averages for
the three gredes being .5, .6, .7, respectively. This is in line
with the fact that more ninth graders are interested in news
and general monthlies., The averages also show &an irregular in-
crease by reading groups rising from .5 to .8, those in reading
groups IV end V reading the same number. By far the largest per-
centege, 68, who read none of these come in éroup I with the per-
centege dropping to 49 for group V. OUne may oconclude, therefore,
that those who read most and the older pupils read general weeklies

more.

Table LVI

General Weeklies in the Home and kead by Pupils
All Groups by Grades

—_ _ Per Cent
Reading Total None One ~Two ~Three
Group Number At At At At

of Cases Home Read Home Read Home Read Home Read

7A 128 45 68 29 16 18 12 8 4

8A 138 41 56 32 26 21 14 6 4

SA 196 29 51 39 31 22 13 10 5
Total 462 37 58 34 25 21 13 8 4
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Table LVII

General Weekllies in the Home and kead by Pupils

All Cases by Readling Groups

_ Per Cent
Reading Total None One Two Three
Group Number At At At At

of Cases Home Read Home head Home Read Home Read

I 101 37 68 35 20 19 8 9 4

IT 96 39 59 39 29 20 11 3 1
IIT 101 40 59 28 21 24 18 8 4
Iv 09 30 50 39 28 18 14 13 8

\' 65 40 49 29 29 25 18 6 6
Total 462 37 58 34 25 21 13 8 4

A much closer essociation 1s found between the number of
pictoriel news maegazines in the home and the number read by puplls
than was found in the case of monthly magezines. Here there 1s
not more than two points difference between those read and those
available to the pupil. While the largest number of homes have
but one of these megazines, yet four were reported from 18 per
cent, nearly one-fifth of the families. Here again when the
averages are compared an increase in number per pupil is shown

as the amount of reading increases. (Tables LVIII and LIX)
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headling Group Average Number
Read per Pupil

I 1.2

II 1.3

IIT 1.3

Iv 1.5

v 1.5

Table LVIII

Pictorial News Magazines-All Groups by Grades
Read and in the Home

_____Per Cent
Reading Total None One Two Three Four
Group Number At At At At At
of Cases Home Head Home Read Home Read Home kead Home Read
7A 128 32 35 32 31 16 15 5 4 16 15
8A 138 33 36 23 22 13 13 8 7 23 22
BA 196 28 30 34 33 18 15 7 8 18 16
Total 482 31 33 30 29 13 15 7 é 18 17
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Teble ILIX
Pictorial News Magazines - All Cases by Reading Groups
Read and in the Home

Per Cent -
Reading Total None One Two Three Four
Group Number At At At At At

of Cases Home Read Home Read Home Read Home Read Home Read

I 101 30 35 25 24 14 14 10 8 21 19

1T 96 33 38 34 32 9 8 7 6 16 18
II1T 101 34 35 32 32 14 13 4 4 16 16
IV 99 24 26 34 32 17 17 3 3 20 20

v 65 31 31 22 22 23 23 9 9 15 15
Total 462 31 33 30 29 13 15 7 ’ 6 18 17

Comic Magazines

Since every pupil who had a comic magazine read it and a
few must have been borrowed, as more were reported read than in
the home, the number in the home was omitted from the table on
comic magazines. These are by far the favorite perlodicals of
the puplls, especlally the eighth graders. Nevertheless a con-
siderable portion of the pupils, 38 per cent, do not reéd them
.at all. While the average number read per pupil remains about
the same through readling groups I to IV, the highest average,
2.6, the highest per cent for the eighth (3.4) and the ninth
(2.0) grades, and the second highest (2.6) for the seventh, are

all in group V.



Teble LX

Comic Magazines Read - All Groups by Grades

Per Cent

Reading Total None One Two Three Four Five Six Seven
Group Number

of Cases
7A 128 32 10 12 5 23 7 3 8
8A 138 30 10 9 6 22 7 4 12
-~ DA 198 49 10 11 8 13 3 3 3
Total 462 38 10 11 7 19 S 3 7
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Table LXI

Comic Magazines Read - All Cases by Grades

Per Cent
Reading Total
Group Number None One ‘iwo Three Four rkive Six Seven
of Cases
I 7A 26 26 12 12 0 23 15 0 12
8A 30 40 7 10 3 23 7 0 10
9A 45 44 11 11 o) 13 7 2 7
Total 101 38 10 11 3 19 9 1 9
ITI 7A 25 32 8 12 8 24 12 0 4
8A 27 30 0 7 0 30 18 4 11
DA 44 61 11 7 14 2 2 2 0
Total 26 45 7 8 8 18 9 2 4
III 7A 36 30 14 14 8 17 3 3 11
8A 23 35 22 8 0 22 0 8 4
9A 42 47 14 10 10 10 2 2_ 5
Total 101 38 16 11 7 15 2 4 7
IV 7A 25 40 8 12 ¢ 20 4 12 4
8A 36 27 14 3 14 22 6 6 8
9A 38 50 5 11 11 23 0 0 0
Total 99 40 9 8 9 22 3 +) 4
vV 7A 16 31 6 6 6 38 6 0 6
8A 22 18 9 18 o 14 0 5 27
9A 27 41 4 22 0 22 0 7 4
‘Total 65 31 6 17 }5 23 1 5 12

Grand
Total 462 38 10 11 7 19 s} 3 7
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Since John Doe Junior High School pupils live largely in
town, farm magaezines mean little in their lives. Lodge papers
too seem not to have much influence.

Boys megazines were frequently reported by girls but boys
very seldom checked a Woman's, a romence, or a girl's magazine.
Most eirplene, science, and radio publications were listed by !
the boys, hovever. Nevertheless, one YA said he read six romance

maegazines,

Megazline Readling and Speclial Groups

It is interesting to note the influence of age on magazine
reading. An increasing interest in news is shown by the in-
creaslng percentage who read news magazines through the three
successive grades, beginning at 16 per cent and rising to 40.
This is much more merked in romesnce end movie publications, our
seventh graders not yet beilng ready for these. Again, we see the
same thing more definitely in monthly magazines where the average
for the three grades is 1.5, 1.8, and 2.5 respectively. Pupils'
Interest in comics decreases or continues decidedly. Half of
the 9A's no longer read these periodicals at all. Younger puplls
either go to Sunday School more or else read their papers more
regularly. In sports we see a decided rise in interest in the
ninth grede. We can predict, therefore, that young pupils will
grow out of comics and into publications about sports, general
topics, news and romeance.

The people in reading group I prefer picture and sport per-

iodicals. Groups I and V seem to Joln iIn reading the greeatest
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number of airplane, romance, and comic magazines, although the
interest in romence continues into reading group II. The
similarity between the percentages of news magazines in the home
and those read by puplls is striking, those having the greatest
opportunity reading them the most. The same similarity can be
seen with other magazines too. Here once more we find the people
in reading groups II, III, and IV choosing the less sensational
magazines.

A good deal of deviaetion from the group as a whole was shown
by the children of foreign parents, their percentages rising for
romance, comic, end pictorial news maegazine, and dropping for news,
general monthlies, Sunday School, sports, general weeklies, and
young folks periodicals. The strlking differences are in the
table for the Negroes. When the news was presented in plctures
the percentage of publications in the home rose 26 points and
those reading them 23 for four plictorial news weekllies. The
number of homes not having these papers dropped 23 polints and the
puplls failing to read them 21. Both the foreign and colored

parents and pupils 1like the pictorial news weekly.

Reading Group Average Number Read per Pupil
Children of Negro Pupils
Foreign Parentage
I 1.3 1.7
IT 1.3 2.2
III 1l.4 2.0
Iv 1.9 2.5
v 2.1 2.3

Group Average 1.5 2.2
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Since these 1ndividuals have 1limited education or language handi-
caps, the 1llustrations must help them to get a clearer under-
standing of the printed page.

While more young folks' magazines are in the }egro homes,
many less monthly and general weeklies are teken. For the monthly
magazines the aversge drops from 1.8 for the whole group to .8
for the Negro, 56 per cent of the homes having none and 76 per
cent of the pupils reading none. What the Negro misses from the |
former source, he makes up by reading romance magazines, for he ‘
has an average of 1.6 in the home and each pupil reads an average
of one magazine. As 68 per cent do not read any, the others have
to make up for it, 12 per cent reading one or two, the same per-
centage reading three or four, and eight per cent reading five
or six. The highest average, 1.6, comes in reading group III.

While romance megezines are fascinating to the Negro, comics
are more so. The average for the group as a whole is 2.1 per
pupil but for the colored child the average is 3.6, with the
highest, 4.7, coming in reading group I. Here 12 per cent reed
none, which represents a drop of 26 points below the group per-
centage. The rise 1s 17 points for those who read three and
nine points for those who consume seven or more. Another d4dif-

(
ference lies in the fact that the Negro continues to read Just as&

1}
t

many comics in the ninth grade, while other pupils have begun to |

find something else.
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Table LXII

Other Magazines Read by Pupils - All Groups by Grades

7A 8A 9A Totals
Total Number 128 138 196 462
of Cases

Magazines Per Cent
News Magazines

At Home 45 41 57 49

Read 16 14 40 26
Romance Magazines

At Home 50 86 80 74

Read 27 48 68 50
Alrplane Magazines

At Home 27 37 38 36

Read 28 32 32 30
Sunday School and |

Church Papers

At Home 60 47 54 54

Read 41 35 37 38
Sports Magazines ,

At Home 36 35 56 44

Read 20 20 40 29
Movie Magazines

At Home 45 67 68 61

Read 31 43 57 48
Radio Magazines

At Home 34 25 29 29

Read 23 17 24 22
Young Folk's Magazines

At Home 63 586 Y 58

Read 45 38 45 43
Science Nagazines

At Home 52 36 49 48

Read 34 28 39 34

Detective Magazines
At Home 38 22 30 29
Read 27 20 28 24



Table LXIIT

Other Magazines Rea@ by Pupils

All Cases by Reading Groups

Total Number
of Cases

Magazines

News Magazines
At Home
Read

Romance Magazines
At Home
Read

Alrplane Magazines
At Home
Read

Sunday School and
Church Papers
At Honme
Read

Srorts Magazines
At Home
Read

Movie Magazines
At Home
Read

Radio Magazines
At Home
Read

Young Folk's Magazines

At Home
Read

Sclence Magazines
At Home
Read

betective Magazines

At Home
Read

93

I I 1IT Iv v Totals
101 96 101 09 19) 462
Per Cent
35 70 31 62 49 49
14 28 22 37 29 26
75 67 81 70 111 72
45 81 43 45 78 &0
47 39 29 22 48 36
46 22 27 15 48 30
57 41 56 85 48 54
36 30 47 46 26 38
49 42 39 44 49 44
35 26 28 25 29 29
S7 52 44 82 77 81
48 41 42 50 49 48
24 23 34 34 31 29
14 17 29 26 23 22
56 48 47 85 b4 58
46 36 46 43 46 43
468 36 38 52 83 46
34 25 27 40 54 34
28 22 20 34 49 29
20 18 18 29 43 24
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Summing up, we may say that all groups have access to a large
number of magazines, that reaeding interest lies first in comics,
then in general monthlies and pictorial magazines, that reading
interest changes with the children of native-born parents, comics
growing less interesting as the children grow older; that the
Negroes lean more toward romence and comics, that once more those
who read from three to fourteen hours per week read the less
fantastic and sensational material, and that the greatest variation

from the group as a whole comes in the colored group.



CHAPTER IX - FAVORITE CHARACTERS
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An 1dea held constantly in mind tends to work itself out
into ection. This can be also somewhat true of an ideal. 1In
order to find out what heroes or ideals these pupils were most
eager to follow they were asked to name first any two characsers
from printed material which they liked best and to give reasons
for their cholce, second to name their favorite from the best
book read during the year, and third to name a character which

they would like to resemble.

Favorite Characters from Newspapers, Books, or Magazlnes

Since the pupils could choose from any printed material
their answers had a very wide range. Some of them thought the
field too limited and stepped over into the movies'or used
contemporary persons who do not write, like Queen Elizabeth. An
average of 31 per cent sald, "None," or put a question mark.

Where more than three per cent in a grede gave one character
the results were included in a table. Of eleven characters in-
cluded eight are from comics. The group as a whole prefer Super-
man to any other character, 13 per cent listing him, the largest
percentages coming in rceding groups I and II. Boots has a per-
centage only five points lower then Superman. Wash Tubbs also
had a much higher percentage in reading groups I end II. Freckles
was preferred by more ninth graders, his escepades being of
senior high school grade at present.

The book which furnished the favorite character for most

pupils was Little Women, even though it was not listed in either

reading groups I or II in the seventh and eighth grades. Nancy
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Drew ranked highest in group IV. While Gone with the Wind is

not listed except by ninth graders it was included to show the

results of movies on reading. With both Little Women and Gone

with the Wind several characters were mentioned, but were

grouped together, Jo and Scarlett belng given most often. The
seventh grade group I listed no characters from books at all
while only four from the seventh and eighth grades together

listed anything but comic characters.



Table LXIV
Favorite Characters from Books, Magazines and Newspapers

All Groups by Grades

7A 8A SA Totel

Total Number of Cases 128 138 196 462
Per Cent

Boots 9 6 8 8
Superman 9 17 8 13
Popeye 9 7 3 6
Dick Tracy 6 1 2 3
Batman 4 3 1 2
kasy 3 7 S 5
Weash 3 9 S 6
Freckles S 4 7 5
Little VWomen 4 5 3 4
Nancy Drew 5} 6 1l 3
Gone with the Wind 0] 0] 3 1
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Table LXV
Favorite Characters from Books, Magazines and Newspapers
All Cases by Reading Groups
I II IIT IV \'A Total

Total Number of Cases 101 98 101 99 65 462
Per Cent
Boots 7 4 12 9 5 8
Superman 18 16 9 10 14 13
Popeye 7 5 8 4 5 6
Dick Tracy 3 5 4 1l 2 3
Batman 2 2 2 2 5 2
Easy 5 4 4 7 3 5
Wash 8 7 3 5 5 8
Y¥reckles 3 4 6 9 2 5
Little Women 2 0 3 8 6 4
Nancy Drew 2 3 2 8 2 ]
Gone with the Wind 0 2 0 2 2 1

Their reasons for liking the characters were as diverse
as the persons chosen. These reasons were given frequently in
all grades: eadventurous, courageous, exciting, clever, inter-
esting, strong, (particularly for Superman), kind, amusing,
and typicélly American. The seventh grades are more intrigued
by action than the rest, while the ninth graders were the only

ones to mention success. Here also the widest range of vocabu-
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person were listed. ’;-Q_giziif !;l

By the eighth grede , news broadcasters were being mentiqgeé
as favorites; more definite reesons were given for tbe ¢h01ca
the ninth grede we continue to find less emphasis on comiec strips,
particulaerly in reading group V, still more diversity, and
many more characters from classics and real 1ife like Lincoln

end Will Rogers.

Favorite Characters from Favorite Books

In listing théir fevorite cheracters from books, the puplls
almost inveribly gave the hero or heroine. 1n the seventh grade
these were all from fiction. Louisé may Alcott's wholesome real
personalities influence all grades., Heldl 1s a favorite even
with some ninth graders. Tom Sawyer, Huckieberry Finn, Penrond and
Sam continue to suggest mischief to modern boys and girls. Jim
Hawkins, John Silver, Jane Eyre, Scarlett O'Hara, Rhett Butler,
end Melanie, are listed by older puplils while kKebecca of Sunny-
brook Farm and Anne of Green Gables delight the younger ones.

Sue Barton 1s spreescing the romeance of the nursing profession
among all groups. These are the fine characters who meet the pro-
blems of everyday life. But most of the heroes listed ere found
in an unreal world, perhaps not definitely bad, but which gives
the pupll a great deal of thrill. ‘“hey like excitement and ed-
venture, and as a result when they grow older they turn to the

movie and romance megazirne as pastimes which can provide the fears

and heart throbs they got from Nancy Drew in their childhood.
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Characters Puplls Wish to kesemble

When asked to give the charecter they wished to resemble the
pupils became reticent. Further, in the majority of cases they
thought in terms of vocetions insteed of qualities, one saying
she could think of no character who was engeged in the vocation
she wished to follow. By the end of the ninth grade most puplls
have been foreed to meke some'kind of occupational decision to
know which course to take in high school. ‘this may explain why
50 per cent of the seventh grede, 26 per cent of the eighth, but
oﬁly 15 per cent of the ninth grade ssid they did not know whom
they wished to be 1like.

It was impossible to group these results into any kind of
table., Here agaih characters from comic strips were chosen more
by younger pupils end by those who read the least. Sonjs Henie
was mentioned several times by the seventh greders for her skill
in skating. On the whole few movie stars were given. ‘the
following are statements from seventh grede papers:

"She solves mysteries and I want to."

"Mrs. Roosevelt--intelligent, good speaker, end has
personality."”

"Chiwee--to0ld his friends good things."

"My mother, who is kind, loving, forgiving, and reedy
for enything."

These show a beginning of idealism and discrimination. One
Aseventh grader showed his scepticism by replying, "It is useless
to dream."

Five per cent of the seventh grade, elght of the eighth, and
two of the ninth wished to be original. One said "I want to live

a life of my own not a copy."™ One seld she lacked the physical
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attraectiveness to resemble anyone else.

By the eighth grade, some pupils began listing outstending
national figures like Lincoln, Fklorence wightingale, and kdison.
Nevertheless most of the heroes given were still recorded because
of thelr occupations. une teacher was given a fine compliment
when a child seid she wished to be like this instructor because
she was "pretty, kindg, friendly, graclous, and a good teacher."™
Several mentioned members of the family, one boy saying he wished
to have a face like his father's.

In the ninth grade the vocestional emphasis was still more
pronounced although some of the answers show an 1nterest in several

phases of character. One admires Jo from lLittle Women because

she "combines poise and toylshness together and gets away with 1t."
Another wants to be like Napoleon because he is ™a forceful
character, has perseverance, a wonderful personality and leader-
ship."” Another looks up to Will Rogers because he was "a friend
to everyone, rich or poor," another adding about Rogers "honest,
frank, faithful, and courageous." A glrl speeking of Queen
Victorla seid, "a great woman, she knew and got what she wanted.”
Several colored children listed Joe Louls. One each gave
Marion Anderson and br. Carver, because of service to thelr race.
One knows that favorite cheracters do not give the whole
story concerning a group's ldealism. Moreover, few pupils geve
any reason for copying anyone except his professional success.
Nevertheless it 1s disappointing to find such a large number of
young people so absorbed in comics as to give Superman first place
on any list of characters. It is also disappointing not to find

more boys and girls giving heroes because of thelr service to
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humanity. Napoleon was much like Hitler. Possibly the boy

giving Napoleon hopes to dominate by force. In my judgment we
have failed as teachers and parents to give our boys and girls
heroes which are so real, so absorbing, end so compelling that

they will be more than glad to follow them.



CHAPTER X - ANALYSIS OF QULSTIONNAIRZS
FROM SIX ALL "A"™ PUPILS
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In an effort to shed some light on the reading habits of
the more able, the individual questionnaires from six all ™A"
pupils in the authors home room were carefully enalyzed. All of
them are white, all of native-born parents, both parents and pupils
read only knglish, and there are no'roreign language publications
in these homes. All the fathers are employed, there being two
insurance agents, three essociate directors of state departments,
end a minister of a large locel church, and none of the mothers
work ewey from home. All of the paremts are well trained, five
of the fathers belng college graduates., and three of the mothers,
all having graduated from high school. While two reported no
encyclopedies in the home, the others had from one to four sets,

and all of the Britennicas reported in the eighth grede came

from these homes. Thus we have an unusuelly fine home back-
ground economicelly end educetionally.

The youngest one in the group and the youngest child for
all grades is in reading group 1. Until this fall he has lived
in upper Michigan where he has had poor library faeilities and
frequently moved from place to place. His use of the library
has increased during this school year. Since much of his read-
ing is done in school he has probebly understated his reading
time, as he reeds eight comic magazines regularly outside of
school. There is one 13 year old who is in reading group III.
The others are all 14 years of age, two being in reading group
II, end two in group IV reeding nine hours per week each. Since
ell these youngsters are active in many kinds of recreatlon,
group as well as indiwidual, ﬁine hours of reading is the max-

Imum they can allow for one activity.
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One of the puiils in readirng group II hes & serious eye
difficulty end is only permitted to read the amount reported,
3 hours, 15 minutes on school deys &nd one hour esch on Sat-
urdey end Sundey. Another in group IV has haed & bone infection
ana cannot do many outaoor ectivities. The others esupewr to be

healthy end ettend school regulerly.

VYovie end Radio

They attend from tvo to eight movies per month, the larger
numbers corresvonding vith the lover reeding grouns. Those in
group IV attend two snd three respectlively. They listen to the
radio from 6% to 18 hours per week. Time devoted to the radio
and movie is ebout the seame &s for the 462 pupils es e whole.
Number of books reed vere from two to nine per month, & range

corresponcing vith that of other pupils.

Rersons for Reading

They all teke suggestions as to their reeding, two using
twclve of the people &né sources listed, the lowest report being
four. Vhile they take recomnencations of other people, only one
reports rcacding to rlease his perents, none do it to pleese
teachers or becesuse their friends do. Nevertheless they all read
to get informetion end btecesuse they like it. One reads to for-
get his troubles btut only two because of a lack of something else
to do. Two eddec¢ reesons of their own steting resaing was a "lot

of fun" and "I find interesting things in books." The one in
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resCing group I gets tooks from the school librsry, gifts, &nd
purchase, while all the others get them from the six sources
listeda in the questionnairé. The boy in group I reports not
getting tooks at home, and thet the femily hes no encyclopedies,
Perheps his moving from plece to vlece as his father's work
shifted indicetes no chance for accumulation of books end mekes

the boy seek other means of recreastion.

Charecters end kEeeding Lletter Preferred

The group ell prefer adventure ctories to eny other type,
detective stories felling in secona plsace., Tiction is the
fevorite of five while one, our 1little fellow in grcup I, likes
historicel books r*est. In reply to tleir methods of choosing
books end magazines, their enswers are vorth quoting:

Case Reading Method of Choosing

Group Reading i.ateriel
A I "Miaterial in it."
B IT "Likrsrisn's recommendation

and specific information."

c IT "Interesting end worth the
time."
D IIT " "Contents, frontispiece,

title, read first two pages."
E IV "Asking others who have re:d
‘ them, slso teachers, end
parents. Other books by
authors I like."

F IV "Books of the seme series or
which tell how to make tlhings.™

These enswers show mcre discrimination then those of most pupils,
as well es & aesire for certein types of knowledge, Vhen one

reads for Gefinite informetion he hes besun to reed viith a purpose.



106

All the favorite tooks listed by this grouo were mystery
or acdventure stories end meny of thkeir favorite characters were
taken from these., They ere still very maginaetive end love to
aeal vith the inrrrobable. Suvermen, Our Bill, Freckles, Pep
lorzen, ug, Jerry Todd, end Lick Inight vere characters from
conic strips listed by this superior group. Nancy Drew, heroine
of & mystery series, ves given three times, while Judy Rolton,

a girl detective, wes given once. Sue Berton wes chosen by

one punil because she likes nursing stories. The three boys all
gave characters from comic strips while all but one of tliose
listed by girls vere from books.

In giving the charscters they vished to resemtle, two pupils
geve leaders in occupetions which they would like to follow.
Nency Lrew snd Juay Rolton were given becsuse they huve adventure
and solve mysteries., As she knew no chaeracter vho was a great
accompenist one girl geve "No one," in response to this gquestion.
Cnly one toy geve an outstending national character. He selected
I'dison for his inventions end work with electricity. 'the lack
of idealism shown br this group of our finest boys and girls
would incicete a need for more cereful treining in the elenents
which go to mcéke up a fine individuel. 4wone of thom vished to
resemble & person teceuse of honesty, or service, or sorne
quality otkter tlen material success. -They need to reasd more
biogrephy, ana they like it when it is ;iven to them. Une of these
six wes in bed three months this veer end reed five or six books
a week., Lven with ouvportunity to improve her reading testes her
mother made no effort to interest her in enything but the light-

est fiction.
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Nlewsparer Rescding

Heving seen something about the books these toys and girls
read, let us now look et the parts of the newspaper to which
they devote their ettention. The locel nevspeper vas in every
home. 'Three reported tl.e presence of other pepers. All of them
read the headlines, 211 but one the comics end "Relieve It or Not,"
four reea the thestre pesgze and school news, '1wo boys reed the
crime news, sports, foreign news, and locsl news. OUne boy end
one girl reported recding netional news. The boy in resding
group I reads eleven psrts of the reper regularly vhile the boy
in group II reacs nine. ‘the boys read more of the news then the
girls. 'l'he vaper is obviously not & very greet irnfluence in

the lives of the remeining four of these pupils.

Mzaeezine RHesdling

Comic mrgezines seerm to a:peel more to the toys than to
the girls, or else the boys are the only ones with enough spend-
ing money to buy them. Perhaps, too, the girls reed them but
ere ashemed to say so. Vhatever the truth mey be, the three boys
in tkis group rewc, five, six, snd seven of these mecazines
regulerly. 1ue girls read none.

Two of tLese toys also read "all" of tlire ena the other
"ell" of News Yeek, while only one zirl read & news magazine,
even though there was one present in eesch home. Of the picture
news meeczines the hov in «roup I recds three, one girl reported
two, and one none. This tendency of boys to read the news

would explain their greeter interest in current haprenin-s end

social studaies in senersl. MNost girls ere somevhat bored by
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a current events discussion.

To the boys exclusively go the eirplene, redio, science,
and movie megezines, The latter is an sccident e&s more ¢irls
than boys ere interested in movies. Two boys and two girls

reported the Reecder's LDirest. All of them reaua the stories from

some woman's megcezine but none reea ell of the monthly mecazines
in their homes. Herpers &nd Fertune are in two homes but meke
no apneel s vet to these pupils. All but one renorted some
young folks mecazine, two of the boys heving both The Americen

Boy end Cren Kkond for Z2ovs. All of these megezines except

Child Life ere devoured from cover to cover. Only three hed

Sunday School neners, tvo of vhich vere reed. Only one lodge
megazine was listed end no romsnce megezines. On the whole

tnis group heve more end better magezines in their homes then
most pupils, and use their ovportunities to resd them. One hores
thct our finest boys will egrow out of comics &nd our zirls into

news meacezines.,

In ensver to the gquestion, "How hos readine been of velue
to you this school year?", the replies were unsetisfactory.
Three did not consider tune question of sufficient imnortance to
answer it et 211. The others have read for enjoyment "because
it's fun," end to gein knowledge. Keeding clearly hes becoume as
vet nothine hut & recreztion to most of these younesters. There
is much that libreriens, teachers, s2nd perents cen do to see
that these superior children learn of the tremendously interest-

ing venefits to bhe derived from non-fiction. Scholarship end
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amount of readine do not seem to heve anv relstion for this
group. The boy in ernun I, hovever, recds the cheenest megszines
end the grestest number of theﬁ. It would be intcrestine to
learn whether his scholership drops lzter on and whether his

readins interests chence.



CHAPTER XI - SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
AND RECOMMENDATTONS
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Having completed our survey of the data in detail, our next
tesk 1s to summarize the results, Some items;ﬁlanguages read
by parents and pupils, and reference books in the home, were
found<to have no connection with the amount of reading the puplls
did.i’The children of parents with only high school training
did not appear to read more or less because of it,

Another group of items had some relationship to the amount
of reading done. - The economic status seemed to have Importance,
particularly for reeding groups II, III, and IV. The largest
number with low incomes were in groups I and II. Reading groups .
II, IITI, and IV also had the highest percentages for those who
were the most successful in school, as is shown by the fact that
they were of average age for thelr grade, that they failed less,
and that they were on the first and second honor rolls more
often than other groups. Qomic megazines were read most by
reading group V while those in groups II, III, and IV read more

of the factual and less sensational magazines.

Items Having a Definite Association with Amount of Reading

A large number of l1tems had a definite association. JThe
children of college trained parents tend to read more while
those whose parents have merely a grade school education read
less. (The more foreign language publications in the home, the
less reading the student does. This also is borne out by the
fact that as the proportion of English speaking parents lncreases
the amount of reading increases slightly.i“Pupils who read a
great deal also spend much time in going to movies and listen-

ing to the radio. 1In addition,{those who read most do so in-



111

creasingly at the suggestion of parents, librarians, teachers,
other adults, book reviews, end especially their friends.
Agaln, es the amount of reading increases, the pupils do it
more and more because they like it end for information, those
in reading groups I and II reading much more to please parents
and teachers.

' When it comes to books, those who spend more time definitely
read more, get books from a wider variety of sources, and like
fiction best. When permitted to give their methods of choos-

ing books, the title and the recommendation of friends were
listed the most frequently, the percentages for the latter ris-
ing very definitely with the amount Qf reading.'JW1th newspapers
the same situation i1s apparent, those having the most reading

the most. The reeding of national end local news increases
decidedly through group IV while crime news 1s read largely by
group I and the continued story by I and V. :fhe proportion of
monthly end pictoriel news magazines per pupil rises with the
amount of reading. As‘to fevorite characters, those listing them

from books were largely in reading groups III, IV, end V, while

Superman was given most in groups I and II.

Differences by Grades

Some differences were noticed by grades. As our pupils
grow older more reed because of their friends' or parents?
recommendations. More also read on speciel topics &nd for
material which will be velueble in leter life. 1n addition
there is a slight increase in non-fiction reacing. ‘the older

puplils gave more favorlte characters from books and real life,



112

and a wider range of characters. .The preference for comic
megazines and characters reaches its heighth in the eighth
grede and falls off decidedly after that. ‘Romance, news,
general weekllies, and monthly megazines are read much more by
ninth grede pupils, while the younger nnes read the biggest

number of Sunday School papers.

Differences for the Children of the Foreign-Born

' The children of foreign-born parents follow the librarian's
suggestions less than any other group. They also use the
library less, have fewer books at home, get fewer as gifts,
and do not buy so many. :or the types of books on which they
were questioned they prefer less fiction, and have the highest
percentage liking science. Qulite naturally, they read more
foreign news. Headlines, national and local news, and crime
also seem to appeal more to them. In magazines they read fewer

monthlies and more pictorial news and comic magazines.,

Differences for the Negroes

The most decided differences from the group norm were found
in the colored group. ‘they ere the poporest economically, none
being well-to-do.ijhey read the fewest books and get them
from fewer places. While they do use other libraries, probably
the community center library esteblished for Negroes, yetﬁﬁhey
have many fewgr books in thelr homes, buy less and have fewer
given them. Tﬁe Negroes hed the highest percentage of any

group preferring books of religion, storles about children, and
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love stories. 1n newspaper reading, they show less interest

in local eand school news and more interest in sports, foreign
news, Dorothy Dix, and the theatre. LAmong magazines, they read
many fewer monthly and general weeklies end meny more pictorial

news, romance, and comic megazines.,

General Conclusions

In conclusion, it may be said that thevhome situation hes
less to do with the emount of reading done by pupils than one
might think, that from three to fourteen hours of feading leads
to more succeséful school work, thaf pupils who read most tend
also to spend the most time in other recreations like the movie
and the radlo, that £hose reading from three to fourteen hours
per week tend to read more books, prefer more book characters,
read more news, read fewer comics and sensational megazines
than those in other groups, and thaf the most compelling motives
for increasing the amount of reading are the desire for infor-

mation and for pure enjoyment.

How Reading Benefits Puplls

After a good deal of time and energy has been spent col-
lecting and recording data, the question as to whether the
toplc warranted such labor naturally arises. ‘the answer lies
with the young people themselves. How much 4o they feel they
get out of reading? Whilile several said they got nothing and a
few that it merely filled up waste moments, yet the majority

gave interesting and stimulating replies. ‘the majority read
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for enjoyment and information, two very good reasons. Some

have stumbled upon new knowledge and have gotten an explorer's
delight in discovery. They have "learned to speak more correctly,"
have increased vocabulary, have found that reading helps in con-
versation, and have learned how "people lived long ago™ and

in foreign countries. One pupil.even reads because reacing glves

her a better view of life.

Recommendations for Parents, Teachers, and the Community

While the grouping for this study has been based on the
emount of time pupils spend in reading, the kind of material
read is of more significance sociologically. Since those in
reading group I in general are the least able students, reading
will probably neier mean much in thelr lives. As they do not
seem to enjoy the printed page now, it is unlikely that they
will ever become wlde readers. They will be more likely to
continue to look at publications which are profusely illustrated,
es many of the cheaper periodicals are. An interesting exper-
iment could be carried on to show what could be done through
physical meke-up of publications to broaden and improve the
reading habits of this group.

It may be that the individuals reading more than fifteen
hours per week do so because they have limited chances for new
experliences, such a3 travel and camping. Since all their
thrills must be gotten vicariously, they use reading as well sas
the movie and radio excessively. As these individuals have al-
ready established the hebit of much reading, perhaps by care-

ful guidance they could be taught to like non-fiection and could
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be led to read more magazines other than those of the romance
and comic variety. With the exception of the Negroes, the ten-
dency to outgrow the letter has been demonstrated. Here again
is a fertile field for expefimentation.

It is the majority of the students, those reading from fourg
to 14 hours who should be given the most attention. As has )
been indicated in the summary, these are the most successful in
school work, come more often from well-to-do homes, and read
the less fantastlc end sensational material. How can we as
adults help them to get the most from the printed page?

The home can do more than any other single agency to
set up standards not only in reading but in every other phase of
life. Our first heroes are our parents. For this reason, par-
ents must be very careful of the example they set. If they readv
cheap, sensational material, their children will do it too.

On the other hand, if nothing but the best literature is found

in the home, the child will develop a taste for good publications
which will be difficult to overcome. Another thing parents can
do 1s to use the library themselves, urging the children to have
cards and to go regularly through the summer months when the
school library 1s closed. If the parents will become acquaint-
ed with children's books, they can recommend things for the
children to read. The magazines beought into the home should be
of non-sensational, true-to-life variety so that the child will
become accustomed to seeing this type of material. He should
also be supplied with fascinating publications suited to his age
and interest. Discussion of the news at the dinner table not

only raises the level of the conversation above Jane's and Bob's
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quarrelling, but also stimulates the children's interest and
glves them knowledge of current events.

One of the most effective means of increasing the amount of
reading 1s doing it aloud. Younger members of the family are
thus able to get much they could not read to themselves, and
the older ones benefit also. With our growing tendency to in-
dividual instead of group activity within the home, reading to-
gether can be used as a unifying influence. The home can, then,
be of value in helping children read by setting up high standards,
by giving the child an example of an adult's enjoyment of books,
by guiding children in their choice of books, by showing them |
how reading can be of value iIn conversation, end by giving them
the opportunity to hear material read aloud.

Through the school, also, reading is stimulated. The grade
school teacher does her part in sterting youngsters on the path
to good literature by teaching the fundamentals of reading and
urging them to read much. In_the Junior eand senilor high schools
puplls have more freedom and can, therefore, obtain a much
larger supply of reading matter than in the grades, Further-
more they have spending money in increasing emounts, which means
they can buy more publications if they choose. Because of this
the high school teacher has & responsibllity for setting up
standards by which the pupll can judge the worthwhile and re-
Jecet the tawdry.

As shown in the study, almost all the pupils use the school
library &nd will grow into using the high school library; but
these 11braries are closed through the summer, so that not only

the pupil's chief source of supply but his surest means of get-
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ting at least harmless literature is shut off. The author i
would recommend that our Junior high school llbraries be kept
open at least half a day through the summer months. Since the
schools are open anyway so that pupils may go swimming, and the
librarian 1s on duty much of the time, the library service could
become a part of the clty recreation progrem without great ex-
pense and with benefit to the pupils.

Teachers can also increase the pupil's interest in magazines
by having them about the room and urging pupils to use them dur-

ing spare moments. For example the Reader's Digest and the

National Geographlc are of untold value in teaching social studies.

The author has increased the seventh grade puplls' reading of
the former by having coples available and asking pupils to read
certain articles. No reports were required, but the boys and
girls soon began prefacing thelr remarks with "I read in the
Digest.f With the slower pupils the magazine was taken to the
individual and he was requested to finish the article only if
he 1liked it. In two cases the pupils were successfu} in per-
suadling their familles to subscribe to the megazine. Both news-
paper and magezine material can be used in the discussion of
current events. Whlle boys have a natural interest in news, the
girls need to have their interest quickened. As they care about
marks, requiring reading of news does make the better students
do ft.

Another way in which teachers can show to pupils the fun
there is in books is to tell interesting inclidents fraom them,
being careful to state clearly the title and author and where

the book can be found. With this, too, the author has had
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success. Puplls have come several days later to ask more de-
finitely sbout the book, and many have read those books suggested.
This method is particularly effective in stimulating non-

fiction reading. One pupil after reading a bilography of

Martha Berry remarked, "I didn't know such interesting things
happened to real people."

In addition, teachers need to be more careful not to con-
demn too much the reeding of a classic i1f 1t is being done at
the wrong time. Pupils are humen, too, end if they become fas-
cinated by a story are apt to try to glance at a page during
a mathematics class. Since recreational reading will probably T
do more to shape a pupil's 1deals than square root, teachers
should not be too harsh, even though they may find it necessary
to have the pupil return to the work at hand. The school can
help, therefore, by offering library service through the summer
and employing teachers who will stimulate reading of non-fiction
and other factual material in the class room.

The home end the school must do the largest amount of work
but the community, too, must play 1ts part. Ample and conven-
ient library service is the right of all individuals. Mothers?'
clubs can do much to reise the standards of children's literature
and to advise on wise guldance so that the most profitable
materiel is read. For the Negro, greater security and recog-
nition would probably bring his reading habits more nearly to -
those of the group as a whole.

While in the lest enalysis, what an individual reads should
be his own cholce; yet our young folks should be protected-fram

some types of periodicals. While comic megazines introduce
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the pupil to an unreal world, yet they may take the place of
falry stories for Junlor high school puplils and are outgrown f
by all but the Negroes. The romance maegazines with their de-’
clded sex appeal are in the author's judgement definitely harm-
ful. If the community could do something to curb their sale

or at least to restrict i1t to edults, it might lead fewer young
people to read them. If public opinion were strong enough to
stop thelr publication, that would be a fine step. Nevertheless,
this will not be done for a long while, and our boys end girls
must meanwhile be protected if possible by guidence at home, at
school, and through substitution of more wholesome material for
the objectionabie publications.

The printed page is the only way by which clvilized man
can pass on his experlence from one generation to another. Does
it not, therefore, behoove all adults to do their utmost to
see that our youth is provided with wholesome, adequate, and
Interesting supplies of reading metter, that he may preserve
this heritage given to him and perhaps contribute new ideas
which will help to solve the problems faced in the chaos of to-

day?
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