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Teachers, superinterndents, school adrin’stratecrs and

re

ol

ivic-minded individuals and organizations, whe

-t

other

[¢]

ccnecerned abhout the education of youth today, nave expressed

cd

|62}

an interezt in knowing more abiout radio and how it czn bte u
as a tocl to aid effective teachning. As the use ¢of radio in
the public schiocols has hecome wmcre widesvread, increasing
nunbers of these versons are looking for some kind of pattern
of educational broadecastins. A pro-ram of in-school bro=zd-
casting, which nes teen established and has been provad
successful, can be consilered by them in relaticrn to thaeir

wn needs, facilities, =»nd objectives,

The purpose of this history is to compile the availa®:le
data and information relative to the use of radio in the lint
Public Schools., It is intended tnat this study sho:ld trace
the development of the various kinds of radio trcadcasting
activities in which Flint schools have tarticipated. Thus,
from the availshle information, such as perscnal interviews,
existirng sciool files and correspondence, classroom visits and
observations, the writer proposes to follow the ~rowth of
activities from the first-menticned prozram in 1¢25 throush
the current year of 1953. Tnis development will include the

factors contributing to the chanze from the use of radio by



N

the scinocls, only as a public reslaticns mediwa, tc the use of
ralio in the schcols as a teaching tool,

The study has “een limited to a statement of events
oncerned with btroadecasting activities from an admdinistrative
level, Since it would acpear that the ralio classes and schocl
worlkshops, alsc developing throush these jecars of 1925 to 1553
were off-shoots of tiie 1main administrative prc:ram, they are

mentioned in relation to tiie ceneral rowti but are nct
included in detail, Likewise, the variors ramificstions of
Iinance will not he discussed in detail excet tc state hLiere
hat the iott Foundation 1 vurcanged (10,0720 of equinaent for
the new schocl-owned station ~72% and previcusly did aid in
financirl cost of purlishinz prograan btulletins for ths
year 1913-13L3, The Radio Liucnticn Le-~artment has heen
financed by the Flint 2osrd of Zducat'on with the locsal
comercial stations donatinz time for school »roadcasts.
Flint, kichizan -- located in the eastern side of tre

tate undsr the "thwaib" -- was chosen becauvse it is 2 nediuwm-
sized comaunity, has schocl studio facilities, and is operating
an extensive prosram undzr the supervision of the canantle and
naticnally known iiiss Cla 3, filler,

To present an cver-all picture of tiie uise cf rodio in

')
)
O

lint schisols, it was necessary for the writer to visit that

2

hool svstem in orler to find cut te following: when radio

c

1 The l.ott Foundation Trorrom is 2 prozram in
community imvrovemsnt in lint. Sea
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was firat used ond for whirt purpose; tiie develon:wont of the
use oFf railio in rlint sclicols; chan:ec in purpose, pro-rans,
and pverson-el as the vss incressed; recent developrenss and
srowihy and plans for the future,

In adliition, cormuzents have been gathered relative to

he teacners!' philosochy of education a2and their oninicns of

t

the vzlue of using raiio in the classrccms, several possibilities

of r=sdio for the future, and ceortain chstacles vwnich reed to

e considered and removed befere 211 Jlint sc.02ls can use

T

railio wore extensivelr and effectively toan at rtresent.

.

scertained Ly tohe writer, tie

™

far as co:ld be

o2

crowth and develosiient of tiae use ¢f radio in the "lint Public

Schools has not een recorded in »me volume, it the

N

be-innins of a new era of educational hreadesstina frou the
— () LD
bl

)

schoel-ownel station, WIED, 1t secnied losical thiat a recoerd

&

of ~revicus develonment be made ~t this tinme,

4

It is hoped thnt, throuzh thie conpilaticn of Jdata

conc:rning the vital =nl prosressinz use of radic in Mlint

O

schools, further interest will be stimulated in the varicus
Dossibilities of the use of radio in the classrocm bv cother

nfo ticn carn e tae inmpetus

',J-

schocl svystems, rerhaps tais
for other school systems of similar size tc tale co ra-e znd
acticn, It would seem tint they would te able to begsin with a
Ereater utilization of existinz rauaio eauipment and current
Pro-rens, Ry rla-ning further activities ani facilities, they
Can ~row and develop to rmeet thie increasing demeonds of

educrtion and the needs of the students.



In orier to present the events in tnls history in a
low~ical maaner, the ctudy ‘1mas becn divided irto chanters

ealing with certsin areas., Ifirst are rresented the early

[oN

vears of crowth, beth those witih 1ittle administrative
direction and those loter havin- :iore. Tren the later
years of development after (iiss Tiiller
zadio “ducation for Flint Fubklic Lenecls are discussed,

A description of pregrams, utilization cf them, and a
discus~ion of station V7FL are included in tihie current yoar
of 1952-1¢53., Comuents by the teachers on a philesophy of
teaciiinzg and thelr corinions on the use of radio in the
classrcom as well as evaluations of orosrams mnde by th
radio education staff are then prresented., & suwaary,

cconclusicns, and sugrestions for furti.er studies ccormnlete

the mterizl corpiled in tuis study.



CiirTar IT
BACKGROUYD

"2roszdczsting, like press and moticn pictures, is
essentially only a technological tcol, whicin is intrinsically
neither good nor evil."! This idea was recognized early in
the sessions held during June and July, 1949, at Allerton
House, the Conference Center of the University of Illinois,
The twenty-two educational troadcasters, wno met as a seminar,
also agreed that commmunication, like transportation, is a
general concept which achieves meosning only in terms cof
specific uses.,

Although educational broadcasting has tetter facilities
today than ev'r befcore, the Lllerton Conference ccncluded
that its full potentialities are by ro mesns being realized,
Fortunately, however, there is an indication of growing
interest znil faith on the part of educotors in these media,
so thst many institutions are now t.inkinz more seri usly than
ever before about troadcesting's educational potential.2

Educaticnal broadcasting, accordinz to Dr. William RB.
Levenson, 3““j be considered either broadcastirz as rart of a

formal curriculum into the actual classroom or a uwide variety

—e _
1 41llerton Conference, "inuutiished report, Univeorci

of Iilinois, July 1949, o. 1,

2 Irid., p. 2.

3 Levenson and Stasheff, Teaching Thrcugh Radio ond
Television, New York: Rinehart and Company, Inc., 1952, p.u7.
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of nore informezl presentations, such 2s rews, music, etec.
In-school “rcadcasting scliedules are comrosed of prosrawns
crepered by a city schcol system and broadcast eltler cver
thieir cwn school radio station or the ¢z mercial facilities

in the city. Tnese vrograms are of definite classroom value

re listened to within the scheol rooms., Schcol systems,

[3e]

and

such as Cleveland, Chicaro, snd LCetroit, rrerare such pro;jrens

&s =21ds to curriculum 2nd troadcast cver their own schocl-
cwned stations., Systems sucih as Pontiec, Fhiladelrhia, and

3|

¥lint, to the rrescrt time, have crerured programs walch

nave been broadcast cver local corviercial stetions,

<

'

As a result of the 7.2.C.H ruling on Jenuery 25, 19237,

rroviding the opportunity for adiiticrsl vltra-hi-h frecuen-

..C ]
cies, i~ radio stations have expanded and the numter and

variety of more infeor:mal nresentations has increszsed,® nany
of these F statiors are devcted to lccal service and, so,
feature local events of their community, the churcr.es, sports
events, and tiie schools, Many of these stations make stand-
ing offers of air time availadble for sciocl rrograms.,
Numerically, educetional »rcadcasting stations

reprresent only slizhtly more than three percent of the tctal

number of stations, The significance of these staticns,

Iy Federal Communications Commission is the Government
egency ccncerned with control and rejulations of the
troadcasting industry.

. S Frequency liocdulation is cn-sracterized by high
fidelity, and freedom from static and interference.

6 Levenson and 3tasheff, oz, cit., p. 2.



however, in resrect to wattaze ond mary otrer wars, is far

grecter than the nunbers would indicete. The Allerton
LY

Conference btrought cut that thirteen cof these educaticnal !

stations brcadcast on resional chernnels with ZN70 watts power,

lfany of the Fl stations radiate effective pcwer of more than

15,000 watts. In terms of population aress served, many of

these educeticnal stations are located in cr nesr such centers

as New York, Chicecgo, Detroit, Cleveland, Lansingz, Columbus,

I"inneapolis, 2aton Rcuge, Portland, end Los Anjeles.3

In centers such as these, the =ublic schcols were not

slow in experimentation wien radio troazdcasting first tegan.9

The Jdevelopaient of educational broadcasting, by city schicol

systems, began primarily as a public relations tccl., Schooels

would present varicus scheol officials who spoke etout what

the schools were doing within tihe ceormmnity, Some systers

presented the students in musicsal or dramatic »rocsram;s, thus

showing their talents., This use of radio, as a putlic
relations medium, is generally accepted by larger systems,
Msny schccls make some use of radio to interprret their school
Pro~rems to the public. A great number prresent continuous
Programs throughout the year, OCften tnese are delezated to

the wvarious derartments of the system to produce, each one

7 Amplitude liodulation is tnat which is brcadcast on

the standard broadcasting band.
8 iLllerton Conference, op. cit., p. 21,

. G Scliools were among the ploncers in brcadcasting
in 1929 ond 1621,



presenting the work accomplished in its srea., Irecuently

1

toiere mcy o

(]

establisied a Radio Vcris.uicp group to 3o the

troadcasti This sroup miznt consist of any combination

(SN

of interested students and faculty. It nay exist either as
a va2rt of the formal school curriculum, as an cutsidc intsrest
sroup, or an sas extra-cuvrricular club, The workshop may have

"

facilities ranging frem a "pretend mike", for rehcnrssls cof

programs given in comriercial studios, to a fully equirped
scrcol-cwned studio and/or station,1®

feiie from the public relations asrect, the develop-
rnent of a plan for prosrams designed for in-schocl listening
has been steady btut slow, After the [irst rush the formative
vears of educational broadcasting in America took place
during depression yesrs., At that time the total of educaticn-
al stations fell to an 2ll=-time low of 3l staticns. Since
then and, especially, in the last several ycars a renewal of
interest and growth has incrcased the total now to more than
100 units.! “iany new applications for I, A, and TV facili-
ties are pending before I'CC from many other educational
institutions, Tlhree agencies have ncted and aided thils
grcwth and developiient -- the National Association of

7,

ducationel Eroadcasters, the Americnan fssociation for

“ducation by Raiio, and the U.5., Cffice of Sdueaticn,l?

10 Levenscn and Stasheff, op. cit., ». 205,

3

11 2llertcn Conference, op. cit., p. 22,

12 Loc. cit.



Recause of the efforts of both educaters ond orecadcacters
throuzh the years, evidences of rexl accomnlishrent hove
tzccme eavparent.

Lach day education, as a part of life, recories nore
comnliceted, CJooner or later all the products cf the new
technolozies -- such as, aviation, etciic power -- will
affect the curriculum of our schiools, J3cnie of thece
developments are introduced to the curricvlum in terms cf
content, but some, such as films and broadcasting, have
2lreaiy influenced metl.ods,

Just as industry has learned throt it rust use mcdern
tools to achieve efficient producticn, sco educaticn heas
learned that it must provide the teacher withh the latest
devices in orcier to vrepare the students tc live productive-
ly, within society, and happily, within themselves.
Educators are constantly exploring any and all new tools to
be used in terching, in orider to wmeet tetter the needs cf

4

youth for more education and stecislized training., Radio
and television are amon~ the best tools availatle., "Neitler
orie 1s a panacea, but there is ample evidence that, when

vsed judiciously, each can be a dynamic force in teaching," 13

13 Levenson and stasneff, op. cit., p. 3.
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As a bacxground for this study, the writer examined
the available literature and publications concerned with the
field of educational radio. £lso examined were the folloving
theses concerned with educationzl radio in the State of
“dcnigan: "Survey of Radio in Michigsan Fublic Schocels,"
Juth Madal, 1945, unvublished i'azster's Thesis for liichi-an
Ztate Collere; and a "History of Radio inducation at iicrhipan
State Cclleze," Rorert Eomins, 1947, unpublished l.aster's
Thesis slso for iichisan State College,

Various authorities on a loc2l, state, and national
level, in »oth radioc education derartments of school systems
znd educaticnel radic departments of conmerciasl ststicns,

were consulted by the writer in order to gain a ricre

corpporenensive backueround for the study. Among those

wiJ
o
o
(@]

consulted were: liiss liarguerite i"lemming, Directcr of

’_u

in St. Louis Public Schools; Dr. lliam Z. Levenson,
Lssistant Cuperintendent of Clsveland Fublice Schools; ‘r.
feor~e Jerninvs, Director cf W2ED for £ icawo Tublic IZchuolsy
¥rs., lathleen Lardie, Director of WZTR for vetrcit TFurhlic
3choclsy frz., voris S, Corwith, ‘uperviscr of Talks and

Reli ‘icus Zrosdcacsts for N.E.C. in lew York; kiss Ruth

Trexler, Zurrrvisor of =ducaticnal and Religiocus rrosrarms

for A.7.C. in llew York; kiss Juilitn ‘iallecr, bDirector of
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.

rublic Affairs and iier assistant, ..iss Tebtty Xcss, both of
NeZ2.C0. in Chica-o.

Lfter thils prelininary study the writer felt nrepared
to prcceed from an originel rlan, The cutline included tiie
patihering of inforrmsticon in the following sener2l areas:
the developnent of procrams and the purposes for them; the
individuals involved in this developrment; nersons ccncerneld
with the prenarstion of in-cchocl prcesrams and brcadcasting
them; exuipment available for both listening and broadcasting
frem the schcols and lozal cortnercial staticns; and the
effect of thie procrsms and the evaluation of taem by
teachers, stiderts, and rarents, It was found necessary to
revise the plan as the study prorressed., Also planred for
inclusion were these areas: philosophy of the use of redio in
the school; viewpoints of different teachers atout ralio in
the school; rhiloscphy of teaching in the curriculum program,
Ccncerning the current conditions of radio, this data seened
important: skill in broadcesting educationel ccntent; skill
in classrocm use of breoadcasting; suitable troadcasting

facilities; suitahle recciving ecuipment; and 2 rneans of

o5
[N

PRV
clcn,

evaluating the broadcasts by vericus grcuns., In ad

[N
o]
3

it secmred possible ti:at the areass cf public appreciat ’
rrofessional ~rcwth of teachers, technigques of teaching and
broadcasting, and rcublicity miecht alsc be ccnsidered,.

In orier to gather availa*le information ccncernin

iR

the development and use of raZic within Flint Public schocols,

a visit was made by tae writer to Flint., T.is visit included
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interviews with persons directly ccncerned with the berirnninsg

Ul

of the use of radio in tne schools, includingz ir. Lowell L.

o]

Hi~-h Schroly rrs. felen

e

Crant, Principal cf hittier Junior
:lardy Trcwn and Lir. fred ilarrington, feormerly teachiers of radio
in high schools and now on the radio education staff; Irs.

elda Topolka, teacher of sneech at Techinicnl Ilich Schocl;
Ir, Llmer A, Knopf, Station lMansczer of wWIDF; irs. Donna
llerrill Vorce, formerly [rcgram Coordinestor; Hiss :imily
Kickhafer, Curriculum Consultant; liss Vivien Ingron,
Director of Tests, Measurements ard Suidarce; :liss Cornelia
flulder, Health and Safety Coordinator; and iiiss vla B2,
Hiller, wresent Director of Rzdio Tducstion Lerartment,

iles and cerresponderce, relative to the early plans,
growth, and recent develorrient, were mede availstle tc the
writer., Visits were niade to classrooms during recepntion of
the educational broadcests, The writer also visited over 20
schools and interviewed more tnan O teachers a.cut thoir own
vphilosophy of teacniing end opinions esinmiers on the use of

radio in tlie classroom, Clserved were the rencarsals, staff
’

&

work, and broadcnst activities from the new studics of “WF3BL,

expected to te on the air the fall of 1953, These activitics

. ™

in Flint were carefully planred end surervised by iiiss (la T,

Hiller, Iirector of J=dic Educc.i-nn for “lint runliz Lclicols.
In gatnering matcrial, the writer found it nccessary

to adart the historical apprcach of the study to the availatle

information., {(ncertainty of memcries ard reports compelled

tnis cnharn-e in scope and resulted in the yreviocusly menticned

lizitations of the study.



CHAPTzR IV
BARLY YZARS

Early in 1925 the Flint Central High ichool con-
structed a broadcast transmitter to operatc on 600 meters.
On March 20, 1925, this transmitter was licensed to
onerate on 218.8 meters, wita 25C watts power, for
"unlimited" time. The call letters assigned were WTIIS,

The a ttem;t to reduce the wave-length to thn~t
requ’red u~der the station license failed. This was
evidence tnst to ccrplete the station so that it would
ccnform to lederal re~ulations would involve consid-rable
expense, The Bcard of Education was unwilling to mak
gsuch funds availaltle,

Consequently, when the license expired on June 19,
1925, no application for renewal was madie and the station

was deleted on October 1, 1925.1

1926 = 1935 == YEARS CF LITTLS ALMINILTURATIV. DIRLCTION

Ralio as a teacninz tool in the clessrooms of Klint
is only five years old, but broadcasts by Flint schools
beran a quarter of a century zzo with cccasional progﬂms
presented by rmusic2l groups cver the facilities of
Station VWI'DF,

The station records indicate thiat in lMarch cf 1926

1l Frost, S. E., Education's Cwn Stations, Chicazo:
University of Chicaso Press, 1937, p. 94




different sroups of hizh sciiocl musicians btrcadcast drogram
at varicus times throuchout the y-ar,

his kind of musicel prcgram continuel into the next
yzar, Then, on May 1, 1927, all of the music groups at
Centrel Hign Scriool coordinated to present a full evening's
procram of music., Part of this prc;ram was carriel by
Station WEFDF, This was the first time that all of Central's
music groups (symphony orchestra, boy's and sirl's glee
clubs, choruses, and band) had correlated their activities
into one program.

Then in November cf 1927, during Haticnal Education
Wweek, the schools presented a2 vpublic relations prozram on
ronday, ‘Wednesday, and Friday to interpret to the community
their activities., This week's obrervaticn tceorne a yearly
event, During Christmas we k of that same year the Junior
Hirh music groups did a special seasonal program.

The rcraduating class of Central High Scnaool in
June of 1928 numbered 525 boys and =irls., Since this was too
many to allow for all parents and relatives intcrested in
attending, Station WFDF broadcast the ceremcny sc that all
cculd hear it.

On February 6, 1930, the Surerintendent, C. V.
Ccurtier, gave the opening adiress on & prosram series,
"Schocl Icurs", wiich was to promote schoel s»irit, give
Insi~ht into the activities of the studcnts in their classes,
athletics, and dramatics. This series was presented bty

groups from Central and Northern Hish Schools and the



1°rt Junior Cecllene,

Tn 1933 varions programs were vresented by the
public scnools and WILDF in the public interest. The Cenrtral
17+ Schocl Band broadcast a weekly half-hour evening prozram,
This soon included outstanding musical talent from Northern
iirh School, as well, and was a show=-case for work beirg

dore in the schools and en outlet for talented rwusic

|_J.

ans.
The Tharks~ivirs foctball -ame between Tentral ani lorthern
. . / R} . n Bl -~ 3
vas civen in resume by the station. larts of the tusic
Sunerviscrs! Sorins Jonference, held in Grend Rarids, were
re-broaicast. OCn [May 3, a srecial Arnniversary rrozram for
the Junior College was broadcast at 8:30 P.M, That June
bctn Central and MNortiern's gsraduation exercises were brcad-
cast by WFDF., A weekly radio story vericd for elenentary
schocls was conducted in cooperation with trne Putlic Litrary,
- o g ) 2
rat for only part of tae year.=

tation 77U relative to these

v

In spe-king for

Cn

early years, .r, Llamer A, inopf, Station ianarer, szid,
"Realiziag the power of this redium, we niave tried to use
it for the —wod of the comrunity. No better field exists
tiian the schiools who are preparins students {or tomorrow,
It is a real pleasure to coorerate witih tae scrocols to
increase the value of hiucational Radio through their

own efforts, e are ~rateful to thex [or wroviding
better educaticn2l raiio prosrasns for us to brondcast,"

L

In 1934 a wezkly prograr on saflety educaticn was
broadecast throurh the cooperaticn of ths schools and tie

— haY
i

‘olice Department, FOF worxed with the music supervisor

¢ School Zro

2 Atizinsorn, Carroll, Publi aic -t
T T ¢ el o, T YA AT T - g
‘ublishing Co., 13L2,” 5.8

1
the Classroorn, TDSoston: “Vaio 2ub






thet sane vear in coriler to wresent 2 weekly :wsicsl ~ro.ronm

for the rural schools. Thiis »ro-rau was ccnducted as a class,

1

wvith the students kecpinz notes on the btroadcasts. It was
reported that over 100 ruaral schools in the county partici=-
pated in the two month course, and many of the city schocl
children were reported to liave been rerular listeners as
well,3 1In order to exnlain the work of the schools to the
nublic there were, that ycar, three public relations precorans
oresented over 3Staticon WIDF,

In 1935 various teacners, usins some students,
nresented the "Flint Public Schools .orksl:op" aprreximately
once a month, These programs included grouns from elenentary

thrcurh Junior Colleze ~nd vere mainly musical presentations,

1936 - 19)j7 == YIARS CF IN

CRLACSLED ADMIWISTRATIVE DInmCTi oW
In 1935-17237 the first administratively 3directed
eiacationai radio broaidcasting srour went on the 2ir, Tae
object was to acgquaint the .ublic with the activities of the
sciiools and give scnoceol puplls a chance to learn about raldlo
breoadcasting by first-hand expericnce of particiratin.
These first programs in the schools were directed by 1w,
Lowell &, Grant, Frincipal of hittier Junior Hi-h Zchool,
They carried the title, "School Workshop of the Air", and
were brosdcast intermittesntly throughout that first jyear
over Ctation WFJOF, The first programs were from the hirh

schocls snd consisted mostly of adapted raliio plays and

3 Atkinson, op. cit., p. 80.
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music by the high school kands, orchestras, and chorus, Then
it was decided to bring the work of all the scliools from
xindergzarten thrc - h Junicr Collee, includinz administration,
teachers' clubs, and Y.T.A.'s into the workshon. overy
orogram broadcast was based on the worlk of some denartnenrt,
was »repared, writlen, and proluced by that sa:e derartment
snd continued under the supecrvision cf kr, Grant.

Abcut thls time, tne Spcecn Departments of Central
and Northern High Zchools, under the leadershnip cof #rs, lielen
dlardv Brown and Mrs. NVelda Tovpolka respectively, bezan to
include radio instruction in the curriculum, iirs., Crown
bezan Instructicn in iow tc nresent dranctic prosrams so that
her students might trescnt tetter vroductions in the woriishoyu
serics, She gsoon developed a unit of werk on t.ie varicus
vhases ¢of raiio speaxing. Iirs. Topolza be an giving soule
instruction on the use of the micronhorie in order to create

better relatiors between the schools and the station., lier
stuients were speakine for various conmunity sroups on
naticnal democratic princinles in ccnnection with the Voice
of Democracy contests, Zecause many of tiiese stulents 2also
appeared on the air, ikrs, Topolka bezan radio instruction
in order to train thcse high school students, Later, when
ars, Topolka left the teaching ranks, Fred llarringcton contin-
ued the work at Northern Hi~h Scnool.

In 1941 the first attempt was wmade to coordinate
radio activities, specifically the "3chool “orkshop Procrems",

An organization meeting, called by Lr. Grant, was attended
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by ’hillip Vercoe, Principal of Central; Jtto liorwalk,

ot
o

W
i

torthiern; Fred llarrington, Spe:cclhi teachs
lortherns sirs, iclen Ilsrdy Broun, Szeccly teacher at Central;
anl Lawrence -, Lundbere, Assistent Superintendent of Jchoolzs,
Lt thils meetinm, standing commitiees on rucic, radio research
and ruidance, rolicy, »nublicity, and »rogram were “oraed.
Thzse committees were appointed to deterimine ani tc carry out
policies for radio activities in the scnools., The .jenernl
committee stated that the aim of the Flint Public Schools!
raiio vrozram was to "promote a tetter understandins of the
work of the Flint Putlic Schocls on the q»art of the citizens
of Flint." L The policies develcped by thi's committee were
vut into effect and operated until 1948 when a comnittee of
thie wwhole was formed to serve the schools in an advisory
capacity.

It was not until the organization mec<ting in 16041
that files and correspondence were kxent concerrings tae
activities of Flint schools in radio broadcastinzg. Up to

N

hle and had

t

that time, ilr. Grant had been the verscn resnonsi
~lven any needed help to the various devortinental persons
handling each prozram, After this meeting, however, the
sctivities and »lans becane nore of a group eflort and cf
concern to the co-mittee of the whole., Acccrding to i,

Grant, more effort was expended to »nublicize the vro:rams

L Files and Corresvondence of Flint :fublic Scincls,
Report of the Comuiittee on Policies for Radio Proirams to be
ziven by Flint schools over uWFPDF, 12-15-41, p. 1.
See Appendix A,
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within the schwols 30 tnnt narcnts snd students 21ile would

l:sten, e s=lso indicated tiiat thiers was a :ore intesrated
or-rram Jurin-~ tlie year, mucn of the followinm iaformation
cn the development of the broadcastiny activities of Flint
s:nhools wss taken firom reports and correspondence made avail-
able to the writer, in addition to the many interviews with
perscons directly concerrned during these years cf rowth.
Durin: the year 1943-ll, the "Workship of the Air"
presented over Station WI'DF on Thursiays at 2:00 P.li. a

series of puhblic relations programs, The following is a

sample of the planned sched: le,

12-2-43 lusic "Flint Schiools usic"
wolt-r Eloch Caritral Hish School

12-9-13 Social Studies "Flint Tech in the 2zrvice'
Liss Jeen Caldwell *1int Technical iiizh Cclicel

12-14-43 ..ttt Foundation "7he Sehocl Vork Pro ram"
frank xanley

1-5-4l liathemstics De-t, "Irsvrance, it is it?"
irs, Alice Scnultz Lon~rellow =200
ani iliss Ruth Horine

1-13-4)} Icience Devartment Science Curioc Fects
Mrs., Julia 2urd and Whittier Junicr Hi~h Schecol
rs, Vera Coffeen

1-20-l!y lusic "mlint Schcols lusic'
“alter Rloch Cen'ral !ii-n 5chocl

These fifteen minute weckly workshop ktroaicasts were

ontinued over WFDF until 1945. Then the vrcoram was extend-
ed to a half-hour at the reaquest of the staticn, This thirc;-
rinute procram remainel until January 1940 .nen the fif teen-

minute srosram returned. The Scliool Workshon laid the
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foundation for "educati-n by ralio" in the Flint Schools,
The second serzster o»ro~-raas of 1GL5-1947 were
continued as half-hour weckly vroductions to inform the
citizens of Flint about the work of the schools., They were
broadcast over WIDF from 9:30 - 10:00 7,2, each Tuesday

eveninz, The "Radio Workshcp Pro rans'" includel broadcasts

A

nrenarel and nresented v Administraticn, ctt Foundation
N i ", 3 ’

Ieachers! Club, 2.T.A,, different departiionts and verious
schools.6

As part of the osublic relaticns prosram of these
broadcasts, mimeographed cories of the schedule were sent
to each teacher and posted on bulletin boards so turt 2ll
mlcht listen to the schools' prosrams, Parents and friends
were also ur-ed to write the station, the school, or the
class presenting the broadcast., These letters, containing
conients and suggestions, were not only creatly anpreciated
by the students and tcachers prenarins the pro-rams tut also
save an indication of the »nrosress and accentance of the
series of public relations broadcasts.

Ags far as the writer was able to learn from the
available records, there had not been to tais dete any

series of prosrams plannedl for, or broadcast to, the class-

rooms, Tne use of radio was still that of a »ublic relations

S Files oni Corresponidence of Flint rublic Schools,
nnual Report, 1948-1949, Radio Devartrient of Flint sciools,

6 Miles and Corresponience of Flint ©ubliec Schools,
"Radlo Jorkshop Prorrams'", 1946-1GL7, Second Semester Frogran
mineo~rap.acd schedule,



mediwa 2nd it =ad not yet been utilized withlin clsssrcoms

e "Radio worlishop Progroas'’ wers still assiconed to

“he suvervisors of the various Zlencartments whe were res:ucen-

o

s3inle for their producticn on the air. Liany of these hrond-

¥
s

casts were rreserted Ly stulents from various classcs uniler

tis directicn of their teachersz, Iir. Grant stated taxt, at

b

this time, the workshop prosrams has becone an effective
me-ns of interoretiny to the community, versrtsz, ard citizens
nlike just what the schools were doing te e3ucrste their
youinz neonle for the tasics ahead of then,

Py this tire not cnly the rroera.: of tiic schicols had
rown and developed, Hut tne nuntber of raldio stations in
#1int nad 2130 7rown.7 In & letter sent by iLr. Srant,
2irector of RHadio, on Zeptamber 25, 1247, to all the radio
strtions in M1int, ne exvlained tust.a rodiic cormlittee
hazn estatlished to screen proncsels for raiin preorons
because of tne Jderwani for scicol aro-rans and cciocl tiae,
ar. Trunt cuoted the policy of the corumittec and stated tae
arrancercnts under which propossls frowm any radic staticn
rould ke handled. He ended his letter to t
assuring them that the schools would t¢ ~lad to work wi

all the statioxzs.8

7 See list In Apvendix A.

8 Files and Correspondencs of "lint Public Schools,
Letter sent by Lr, Grant to 211 railic stations in ilint,
Septeraber 25, 1247. See awvendix A.



In 1947-1248 radio activitics were widenel by #lint
schocls to include more tihsn the workshiop prc roms,

following prrosrams and comuents c»neared in the annual repor

[

Radio Jirector, to the

of Lowell =. Grant, Raid the Inrerintendent of

.y G
Sehools, 7

The Radio Yorkshop Procsram was troaicast

from ~:30=-10¢"

g _)

D F.it. e2ch Tuesdav evenin: unier .

vision of l.r, Grant, This {ro-ram was on a sustaining basis

by WitlI' and was v»icked ur by direct wire fro-

Central and
Yorthern dich Schiwols., The program was transcribed esach

lhondey during the school day, The workshop was an outlet
for all the schools, representing all school activities

he kindercarten to the Junior €ollese, including tihe

aininistraticn, P.T.A.,

from

and teacher crouvs., This was tne

oldest schocl pro:ram, nad received wide publicity, anid was
well received by the citizens of rlint., OSince the respon-

2ility for prosrams was widely distrituted, it was of nc
srcat burden to any one school croup. nr. Grant sucgcsted
that, with tae aid of a prosram directcr, the broadcast

should be continued znother year,

also aired the scnool broadcast, Creat Plavs

b L9

each Saturday from 5:15-5:30 P,
*.,\’ v

Tnis prosram was produceld
the Central rizh Ychool Kadio Vorksnop, under tiie direct-

ion of irs, Helen H=rdy Zrown, This broadcast was also

-

9 IMiles and Correspondence of TPlint
Annual Report, 194 7-1343, by

rublic vchools,
to the Superintendent of

Lowell i, Grant, Rladio Director,
Schools,
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transcrited and done entirely zy stidents ‘n radic cleosses,

The Tezn-Are Comnmission was rroaicast by 520 on
Tueslays from 0:00=3:30 1,0 Tuis was under the sponsorship

of the Junior Chanrber of Corirerce and 3tation wWiDC., The
hizh school principals had informed wr. Grant duriang the
vear that they were not satisfied witi: the »ro-ram tecoause
of tne lack of direction and of vproper »nregcaration. It
seomed that the Junior Chemnber of Co:incrce revnressntative

did not have the necessary time, the staticn was unable to
get the peovle togetner, and the principals claimed that thre

N

noys ani «irls found the prozrem director did not keep ni

»

snpointments, Tnhe prosram was considered ~ood and tie bazic
idea an exc:-1llent one, iir, ant sugrested that the respon-
8ihility be ~iven directly to a teacher to avoid further

confusion.

Although not a direct scinool project, but included in

|

Flint Interracial fdult Chorus was

the annual repcrt, tne

broadcast live from W/CK on Suniays 2t 8:15 4.1, This group
of adult lerro singers from the Interracial Center was well

reczived by the station and the varticipants hove indic~ted

1

they enjoyed coing the prosran,

iusical Journey was broadcast honilays from 7:30 -

TAZ and wns also transcribed, Toe work was

7

... over

=
Ul

divided everly between Teclinicnl, Central, and FNorthern Hich
Scaools, each talring turns., Under the ceneral supervision
of Dr, . ¥. Norton the orcrestras, bands, and choruses from

ea~n hisn school were used., The prosram consisted of
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P

¢classical music with a narrator explaininz somet ing about
eacl. composer,
Also organized tuat recar was an anatcur troaicast.

It was verformed in the “hittier suditeriwm on faturdny

rnorningss and was sponscred by the iott

£
[N

an entertai~ment prozram in which any scliocol child with
talent could have a chance. The auvditoriwi was open fcr
spectators, [.r. Crant stated that it iroved to be a most
popular procram for both students enil the public., The snows
were carried by WTAC, Auditions were held in mid-week and
the shows were transcribed two wecks in advance,

This made a total of six weekly progrems over local
stations, casrried out with no cost tc the Board of =»ducation,

Facilities for the work included direct lines frecm
votn WFUF and WTAC to Central and Northern IIizh ochools, In
addition, WTAC soon ran lines to Tecihnical Iiigh School and
“maittier Junior llish. Both Central and Forthern hai up-to-
date stvdiocs for radio breoalcasting., OStuviios at Nortacrn

were not completely finished at this time, but the work wss

-

nrosressing as fast as they could afford it., Ceontral hod

(¢

its studios completed, with the latest R.C.A., stuilio ccnsole
and turntatle., Althoush Tecnnical did nct have 2ny radio
ecuipment, it had indicated an interest in doinz some radio
work, if piven the opportunity.

Returning to 1643 to comient on thae prosr-m in the

hizh sclioels, the values of educaticn by relic were avvarent,
- ’

ct

Mrs, ilelen :dcrdy Brown ot Cexntral and fred idarrinston at
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orthern dish Schocls were buth teaching "raillo specch
clrsses.” letween 1943 and 1245, wi.ile ralio was hein:
taui~nt as z unit, these classes producel mony lcecenl nrorrams
"‘V-‘

over WI'CF, sucli as public service rrosrams for ded Cross,

So rmanity Cheet, ete.

3

T™e first ccrresvondence betwenn ..r, VvV vcoz at Central

‘
o

pre

and the “uodsrintendent c¢f lciocls, in re=-ard to remcdeling

and ecuippine room EN2 at Central for a raiio studio, is
recoried in Novembter of 1945. The studio was finisiel snd
ecuipment was installed in tn £all of 1%9L45. i.rs. Zreown's

classes used portable equivpment duringy this time to »roduce

continuous crosrams, rom the time of dedication on

O

‘ovember 12, 1946, to 1947, Central's two ralic classezs
produced from their stuaio, over direct wire to .FDF¥, one
show yYer week of the school year., In 194°-1949 taese clisses
were producinz twe shows on the air each weei and periici-

1

natins in three other s.cwus veel y.lo Central's
studic and eanipment was ayrvroximately 2000, 21l of wiich
was raised bty the students and teach:rs,

lorthern lich Jchool sterted radio sveech clacses and
the construction of a studio a ycar later than Central and
did nct advance as fast because of & lack of funds. YNorchern,
in 1¢49, ha2d ssent arout ;A000 for its studio and public
adldress svstem, Tncy still necded a console and two turn-

tarles. During 1¢[8, Northern's raiio sreach classss were

10 Mles and Correspondence of ©lint rullic Ichicels,
innual Heport, 19)5-1¢)9, . lint schiovls fadic ¢ ~rtment.



on the air for Two »rosrams, one each weeX and one every
third weck,

In Janmunry of 1263, a letter wes sent by r. Jrant
o ralio denartasnts ol several boards of cdacati=n in tiie

tnited “tates using raiio.1l The letter askel for gxual

ot

N

inforoiation avout tliz use of ralio in tiie sclhiosls. In

the same and

s
ct

Jecerber of the s~ame year a letter was sen
aiiiticonal reilio depertaents asking for informaticn concern=

Inzg I~ installment -~ cost and necessary ecuicment., Thus,

e

the idea of raiio in the schocls had grown frort a pudlic
relations kind of broadcasting to an interest in in-school
prozrams and even to the thougnhtful »ncssibility of having
a scnool-owned station in ['lint,

In 19;9% two extra pccyle were assi-ned to help
ire Grant produce the seven radio scries put on the air
durinz the veur 1945-19L9. Thise were iiiss Zonna lerrill
wio acted as rroiram Coordinator ani i.iss Lois Youngs,

L] 1

scrint writer, ™Tielr salaries were paid equally by the

i

Toard of Lduecaticn and the bott Founlation,

e raiio vrozsrams for 19L8-19L% were presentei as =a
joint un ertaliing of the ..ottt oundaticon and the 2oard of
Education, There were 170 »rocrams pres<ntsd for a total of
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Llie Droora.ls weres

11 ==e Appendix 24

12 ¥iles =nd Correcnonilence of .lint :ruvlic 3chaols,

“i2storical Henort by ..rs. ielen -ardy Zrown.
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ailo .orksiion == Tuesdays frcry ©:30 te 10:00 7, ., IR

1

Tlie series wes produced b staffl menters cid of

'-J.
[

f

8

[

#lint “utlic Zchiools and by students from the Centrol

[0
Q
O
C
]
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raiio c¢lass, It hizhlizhted tae all-inportsrt r

it

the schools 1In evcrrday life.

o

Creat Literctore =- Saturdsys from Z:LC to 6:00 P.... DT

The seriea wos oroduced by the £ . ntrel High Schocl radio

cless ard wes directed -y ..rs,.

lelen ardy Troun,

n
L

RS
o

cunicr Verieties -- Caturisys from 12 nocen te 1 C ToM. UT2C

The naolf-hcur omateur show featured talent selected froii over

27,000 rlint scnool chiliren,

ORI

tdventures for Children -- Taursdays frem 1:L5 to 2:00

“ew as a tesching aid, radio wes vscd [or thwe first
Ime tc bLring lessons to the classrooms, Tas series of
ics frcim tie ezt cidldrent's literobure wos nroduced in

bu ol
-

~ine Central redio cleass., -

o veirreons wooe planned for the

lower primary grades end Tollow-up questionaires were sent

ct

tc teachers whnose clssses listen

®

1
0

Sur Schonl Tamily  -- To be arnounced fro:m 1:LS tec 2:00 P,IL

Weellly infor:ial Cslks ~recented by adninictration nead

-

rlus musicrl selecticns were ained =t hearmeonizin

It}
ct

shin “etween t.ie schools and tiie ceonle whio fix Lie rpelicies

for rvnrinz them, It wos another classroom "listeninz-in

[N

service,
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Junicr Town ‘all  =-- Thurcsays fron

r . A3 L3 A e 4 -~ - $ o~ - - E 1
Sonew adiiticn to sciiccl reaic prolieticns of 2 round-table

discuszicen cf cuvrrent locel, natiornl, and world affairs

wos nondled by stodernts Ireom (lint's turec sernior izh scoools

L84

R |
RANERVEY

cxv : ~ —n Y1t e oy s e S v )
h & Tacclty owdeorator,  Thie »roreoml wos pregented tiarrousi

- -~ ney S A - 1 LI I Toaind ~ AR I ~ e
S occoperation of the Flirt Jurnicr Jlitaber of Co.ucrce,

Jouth forum -- To te zunounced Ky
In t'is Tirst ceries of »reocreoms fror the ortirern Zish
c::001l radic clicss, She ecctors told how they lelt towards
inter~sticnal relaticnships in tne Torm ¢f zutuerntic
draxatic sikits,
Yecung imeric ns == Third Jedrnesdsy from 7:20 to T:LT 2,...,
o

rrom 2ctual cases taken from records con file, tlie

comzlex arnd rzenetrating proble.s facing tiie vouth of the

<

d~y were reviewed,
Lt the end of tae irst ard of tiie scc nd semcsters,
the rodic dennrtrent sert out an evoluation sacet on tlhie
in-sciiocl broadcast, "idventures for Chiliren." T.o s was to
te filled out bty the classroom teachors and was rhoe first
attenpt to evaluste any of thic ccuaool broadcasts,
Lcecording to bonna l.errill Verce, thie coiectives
thint yosr were to set anid to keep standards, The 2adio
Zducaticn staflf attemcted tc do riocre in-school oronicasting,
to et rreater acceptaznce of scheol radioc witnhin the

corrmnity, and to zain better ani more complete radiio

equiprient, both receiving sests and tublic adiress systeuns



in the cchools, In thls trensiticn y-ecr, chentins fron
coblic relacicens broadcastinz over 1rnte in-sc.ccl »rosramiing,

+rs, Vorce rernemcred that her dutles included correlnotion
of exietin~ progsroms and tae dissem
aout tlie new orcrroms toe all intersotsl Nzrties,

Lookin- alicad tc the jear 19L4%
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a full-tine director of radio ncading Radio =ducaticn

production directors comileting the ncw staff, Iiss vla L,
Miller, Jirector of Radio, enjioyed a national renutaticn Tor
developing ani producing educstion=2l radio prc-roms,  She
cane from the rontiac, .iicihl an, schocl syste:.,

Thus, programs developed froa cccasional mmuisical »re-
sentations to a renvler s rics, illustrating tc the ccommunity
tihie various kirds of experience crained in tie public schocls,
Two nigh schools were ecuizped with studics and lines tc com-
mercisl staetions for brosdcastin- purnoses, Classes were
teing held in radio in the hisn schools, 4t luast one prozren
had teen broadcast for in-schiool listenirg and evoluznted for
tmat year, The dadio mduceticn Deportment hed srown from cne
a»rincipal doing broadcasts as »art of his sciocl public rela-
tions to a staff including a coordinator and script writer,
The prosrams haed enjoyed success enouzh tce warrant the future
enl~rroing of the depsartment tc a full-time director, script
»riter, secretory, and two teacher-prcducers, The elfcctive-

ness and importance of radio in #lint sc-ools was rapidly

crowing within the cormmnity and within the schools,



Except for the intrusion of the photographer, this third
grade at Washington School is typical of second and third grade
listeners in many classrooms in Flint as they enjoy stories old

and stories new dramatized by senior high school students.
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1249-1950

With the knowled~e that hoys nanl 2irls ol today will
be tne listeners and broadecastecrs of tomorrow, iiiss Iiiller
believed that they could be tausht ty me=ns of classroom
listenings, to undcrstand the cower of radio, to apprecinte
its educational and cultural potentialities, to tecome more
discriminating listeners, and to detect pro-rams contrary to
the pu~lic interest, <Che further btelieved that if -ounn
reople learn to use this tool of corrunication wisely and
if they rrevnare to assume the responsibllity wihich each
citizen sneres in the final use of tais power of radio,
that schools must use radio with the same serious nurnose
with which they have always used »rinted materials,

With these thoughts in mind the Radio Department of
lint Public 3chools, under ti.e supervision of liiss (la E,
Hiller, in 1949 stated its responsibility to the education-
al objectives of the corrmunlty as threefold: 1

"First: we aim to help teachers achieve the zoals of

encction by »providin~. prosrams whiich may e
used as aids to teaching,

1 Files eona Corres:cndence of Flint " ul l; scneols,
"Our rhilosorhy of Iailo's Tlace in uiveaticn, Radio
epartment of ilint “ublic Schools, 1S84,9. n. 1.



Second: we enlist the teachiers! helr» in rearing a
~eneration of /imerilcans

who und:rstand the rower of radio,

o anpreciate its effectiveness a2s an
educcticnal force,

wiic are alert to any attempt to wuse radio
contrary to the best interects of the reople,

wno know how to employ this fasteczt rnd nost
farereaciing medium of mass communication tco
carry the messare of hore, the assurance of
friendship, the blessings ol freedocm to all
pecrles everywhszre,

Third: Ve provide radio experience for children and
voung, reonle - not orimarily cs jreparation for
carcers in radio - but as an activity which
nrovides uncounded onportunity
for individual crowth,
for lezrning -y doins,
for achieving groun cooperation,

for nracticin~ deriocratic princiyples,

fcr meeting schoel and community rneeds,

for developnine the idenl of service toward their
fellow citizens from the kindercarten
throursh the junior collese,"

Puring the mrevious two years, when in-schcol listen-
ing hal just been tesun, the acceptance ty the school =2nd the
commmunity had bcen gratifyin~-, Teachers found that radio
could be onz of their most effective teachin: tools, They
2lso asked for rrograms to supplement more subject matter
areas, for broadcasts which would help them leep classrcom
instructiocn u» to date,

a adcasting, when i Hi veran he
The rlan of broadcastinm, when Ziiss Hiller bexan her

work, seriously limited the service theat could te rendered



to the clsssrocms for these reascns:

"Cormiereinl stotions, constantly aljustin: to network
vressurss anld commitments, end to recert rate reiuvct-

iors, have little =zvailable 2lr time <during Lhoors
siiiteble for school broadicasts,

ary tyrves of educ~tional »rozrams, valuntle s teach-
ine aids, cannot be offured a comuerciel stotion which
st hold a mass audience,

Jdereat broadcasts for later clesses cre nevcer ;ossible."2
In view of these facts th: commercial sti:tion mannzers

in
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o
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arrced that there was a need for an educetional stat

the comunity, to serve not only tne school audicnce tut

v

also szecial minority audiences wiio wanted educaticrnal end

cultural radio fare which the comneric:al broadcasters could net
a’ford to offer,

The nadlo Lducation stoff felt that desirsble attitud-
es co:ld be created, tetter ways of living could be encourars-
ed, wortny action could te rotivated and hopes and drecrs
coull be inspired by radio broadcasts to the classroons,

At the enda of that first year, lMiss Hiller made an
"Annual Report of Progress of the Radio LKducation Depart-
ment," The theme for this rewort was, "Xadio = A lNodern
Teachine Aid." The report showed a definite increase in the

number of pro:rams broadcast for use in the classroocms, The

prosram scnedule for thls year included: 3

2 Files and Correspondence of the rflint rutlic Schools,
iadio education lepartment's “hilosophy, oz.cit., », 3.

3 [iles and Correspondence of rlint rublic Schools,
Annusl Report of *rosress, 19,9-50, &iss Qla +, Hiller,
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itadio ijorkshops and classes w cre held for cenior

crades in the hich schools,.

These acauszinted th.e stdents

with radio skills of speaking, writinr, actinc, creating

sound effects, running turn-tebles, audio-volume control

(riiinq gain))playing records, producings and directinz shows,

and all phsses of broadcastin~, The .'orksho» teachers

reported that the students learned to work together :ith a

coimcn purvose, to understand themselves

ond their bhehavior






in various aroup ani individual situations, anl to te
concerned for the comrnen welfare

Iliss Ziiller also re:crted tanct the teachers within
the 'lint school system uvsed 2C) broadcests for educatioral
curnoses, The nadio Zducation Departiient stafl prenared
the manuals that macde thece troadcasts more neaninsful ond
useful to the teschers, The vrogramns were an l.onest and
sincere effort to neet the teacliers' needs as a te-ching
tool, Also, for ths teachers, were held in-service train-
ing sessions, in order that they mi-ht learn how to use,

to better advantase, thnis new tool in their classrcons.

Tae comrmunity wes part cf the classrcom oroadcasting
nrosram,too, Parents could follow, on their radios at home,
several subject areas, such as iichisan History, iusic, and
Science, thiat their children were studying in school a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>