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Chapter I

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSZES F THE STUDY

Within the last decade, the independent boarding home for
children has assumad impartance as a substitute homs for children whose
parents are able to pay for their care but are unable, for various reasons,
to eontinue giving full time care to their children. In the state of
Michigan, the Michigan Boarding Homs Law, Act 47, was passed in 1944,
This law stated in detail the qualifications which boarding hcmes must
meet, in arder to be licensed. These regulations for the supervision
of the independent boarding homes were am impartant step in ascertaining
the propsr physical and psgychological surroundings for the child who
mist be placed in a boarding home,

The purpose of this study is to determins, if possible, what sort
of people becam independent boarding home parents, and to learn wheat
factoars influenced them to become boarding home parents. An attempt will
be made to discover what sati sfactions are to be found in boarding ehild-
Ten, as well as the particular problems to be met in this situatione
There were 51 lisensed independent boarding homes in Ingham County,
Michigan on November 1, 1949, These hames were used in this study far
eomparison and analysis.

Ingham County, Michigan covers an area of approximately 553 square
miles. Lensing, the capitol of Michigan, is located in the northwestern
corner of the county. It is an important industrial city as well as a
political center. The State College of Agriculture and Applied Science

is located in East Lansing. The total population of Ingham County, ae-



eording to the 1940 census, is 130,616, A comparison of the urban,
rural non-farm, snd rural farm population of Ingham County with the
state of Michigan as a whole revealed that a slightly higher percent age
of Ingham County residents live in urban centers than for the state as

a whole. (19)

% Urban % Rural Non-farm % Rural Farm
Ingham County 67 21.8 11.2
Michigan 65.7 17.9 16.4

The chief industries of Lamsing are auto making and auto accesory manu-
facturing. The 51 independent boarding homes are located throughout
Ingham County.

According to one autharity, (20) boarding home may be defined as

"a home in which the family receives compensation for the eare of a
child not their own while he is in the home", This definition em=
braces all types of boarding homes: those used by the various social
agencies for the care of the dependent ehildren under their mrogranm,
those used by the court for the childr;n under their jurisdietion, and
also the independent boarding homes. The chief difference between the
independent boarding homs and the other two types, agency and eourt,
lies in the faet that the indepsndent boarding homs is managed on a
rivate basis. The independent boarding home family makes its own ¢on-
tact with prospective parents who wish %o board ehildren and is paid
directly by the parenmts. The agency or court homs is used by those two
publie agencies for the placement of children under their jurisdiction
and the agency or court pays a set price for this service. There is

no direct eontact between the real parents and the foster parents except



for scheduled visits at regular periods.

All boarding homes, whether court, agency, or independent, nmst
be licensed yearly by the Michigan Department of Social Welfare to ine
sure the proper surroundings for each child. There is a definite set
of standards which must be adhered to before a license is granted to
ths boarding home. These standards inslude suech factors as a safe
water supply, adequate play space, proper d et, and other regula-
tions which will insire necessary care and motection for every child in
e boarding home, Attention is also paid to the psychological environment
of the boarding home, The regulations for the inspection and licensing
of boarding homes for children in Michigan (3) state:

Members of the boarding family shall be of good
character, habits and reputation; relationship
within the fanily shall be such that a wholesome
atmosphere for the child will be assured.

All members of the boarding femily shall be
willing to accept the boarding ehild into the home
as a manber of the family group.

The parson in charge of the boarding home shall
be of a suitable age end temperament to care for
children; shall understand the nseds o children;
shall be capable of handling en emergency = tuation
promptly end intelligently; and shall be willing

to cooperate fully with the children's own "parents" and/or
the supervising agency.

One definition for foster parent is "the person in the foster

home who takes the place of the natural parent.™ (20) The foster
mother and father 'endoavor to give the ehild thé care which his om
perents are unable to give him, In the independent boarding home, the
foster rarent attempts to meet the qualifications demanded by the real

parents in earing for their child. The natural parents are not obliged






to leave the child in an independent boarding home which they do

not feel meets their own rersonal standards. Neither is it necessary

for the independent boarding parents to continue caring far those
children whom they feel are too difficult or too dananding of their time
or energy. The independent boarding home foster parents set their own
yprice for the value o the service remdered and it is their responsibility
to collect the money which is due thems The foster parent in the agency
or eourt boarding home is paid through the agency or court for his
services.

The independent boarding home perents secure echildrem to board
by advertising in the nswspaper, by referral from the Department of
Social Welfare, or through neighbors ar friends. The ageney or cours
boarding parent receives children from the agenoy or court social work-
er o feels that the particular boarding homs meets the nseds of a
specifie child under their juri sdietionm,

One of the primary reasons for the growing need for the independent
boarding homs, is the large nunber o married women with children who
have found it necessary, for various reasons, to work outside the home.
Smaller families, labor-saving devices, rising costs, andi publie accept-
ance of women working have resulted in increasingly higher percentages
of married women holding positions away from home. One mithor stated: (5)

Women have obtained the flrst objective of the
soei al movement known as the emesmcipation of
women, namely, the entrance of womsn inte the
world of activities formerly monopolized by men.
World War II like World War I, accentuated the

trend toward equality of weational opportunities
and equality of paye.

In 1890, 515,260 married women were gainfully employed in the United



States as compared with 4,560,835 married working wamen in 1940.

The 1940 figure constituted 15.2 pesrcent of all married wamen, and

35.5 percent of all working women, single and married, in this count rY.
A coamparison of the percentages of married women who work with all work-
ing women for the years from 1890 to 1940 effectively illustrates the
inereasing numbers of married women who are gainfully employed. (5)

Percent All Married Working Women

Year Are of All Working Women
1890 13.9
1900 15.4
1910 24,7
1920 23.0
1930 28,9
1940 35.5

I% would be logical to assume that these percentages greatly inoreased
during the last war when thousands o women took over jobs in defense
industries. In the state of Michigan, 13.1 percent of married womea
fifteen ycars of age md over were in the labor force in 1940, (5)

Anot her impartant factor to be considered in relation to the in-
oreased impartance of the independent boarding home is dlvorce. FPublie
di sapproval of the & vorced woman has been broken down to a great extent
in the last two decadss. The number of divarces in the United States
has risen, In 1888, there were about 6.5 divorces per 100 marriages
in this country. In 1933, the number had risen to approximately 21
divoreces per 100 marriages. The estimated ﬁguro for 1946 was a little
over 30 divorces per 100 marriages. (5) Beeause it is customary for
the woman to be awarded the custody of any children in a divarce, she
must assume the responsibtility for their care and in some instances, their

support, the role of both mother and father. Frequently, this means



that the divorced mother must work ocutside tae homs, and provisions
made for either part time or full time care of her ehildren.

A study of the independent boarding home parents at this time
is important in helping to analyze the adequacy of substitute parents
for those e¢hildren whose own parents cannot care for them on a full
time basis. The purpose of this study can be summarized as twofold:

l, To discover certain characteristics of the people
who become boarding home parents and to compare
some of these characteristies with the general

population,

2. To discover certain eontributing factors which in-
fluenced persons to become boarding home parents,
what satiasfactions are to be found in boarding
children, and what types of problems oceur most
frequently with the boarding ehildren, as well as
some of the concepts of child guidance held by
boarding homs parents.



Chapter II

REVIEW (F LITZRATURE

Mueh has been written about foster home care for the dependent
child whose parents cannot eare for him propsrly, either because they
aPe unable or unwilling to & =s. These children, who are dependent
upon publie welfare, are placed in foster homes either by the court or
by a child pleoing agency. Consequently, the situation is different in
many respects from the voluntary placement andi payment of board by the
naturel parents in the independent boarding home. However, some of the
literature which pertains to foster family care in general is useful in
regard to the independent boarding homes situation,

A 1list of standards for boarding homes for children (16) was pub-
lished in 1941, These are pertinent and of value in deeiding whieh
homes should be licensed for btoarding home eare of children, The author
states that physical standards should take into consi deration safety,
light, ventilation, heating of the home, ¢leanliness, sanitation, general
furnishings, location, neighborhood facilities, and accolaibility; An
individual bed should be provided for each child and separate sleeping
rooms are desirables The boarding family should be a complete family
unit with both father and mother, except under spceial e¢ircumstances.
All members of the boarding fanily should be in good physical and
mental econdition with a certificate to that effect from the family
physician. Inter-relationships between the foster family members should
be such that they provide for wholesome, complete snd stable family
life. Moral snd ethical standards within the home are of impartance and

religious affiliation and spiritual values have an integral place in the



family. Some attention should be maid to the motives ar reasons for
applying for a boarding home license because sm unwholesome attitude
toward the boarding child can be a detriment to his development. These
factars are discussed in some detail by the author and provide valuable
criteria for the selection of boarding homes fa@ children. The author
stresses the importance of the physical and psychological environmen$
for the boarding child end has set up auch high standards that probably
few homes could meet them, As a goal to aim for in child placement,
these standards are useful and necessary. As a practical gnide in
lieensing homes, perhaps these standards are too exacting to be adhered
to rigidly.
Sayles (12) found that there are four ways in which foster ehild-
ren differ from natural children:
1, No physical bond between foster parent amd child
and usually no bond formed by nuraing and care
frcm the earliest days;
2., No heredity ecommon to the two generations;

3+ No responaibility for bringing the child into
the world;

4. No prenatal rejection.

These factors are true for the independently boarded e¢hild, in most
cases, as well as the agenoy or court placement. Sayles also emphasized
the importance of di scovering the underlying motive of persons wishing
to board children. She feels that this motive may be ons of many, such
as desire for the opportunity to mold a youngster into sm adult pattern,
fulfillment of the male or female role as a parent, and fulfillment in
& object of devotion, to name a few of the ones the author has given,

Sayles particularly emphasized the destructiveness of pity in dsaling
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with foster children, She states that the child needs security as a
basis from which he can grow; he needs freedom to grow and he needs
ideals toward which he ean work. Last of all, he needs adult com-
panionship which is coupled with both love and understandinge This
book is written in a sympathetie tons and provi des a great deal of
material for gaining psychological ingight in dealing with foster parents.
However, a great part of the material is of an idealistie nature and
concerns such intangible aspects of the boarding parent's personalities
that would be difficult to e&pply in en actual s tuation.

Several studies have been made of children in foster homes, One
of the earliest was made in 1924 by the State Charities Aid Association,
(16) This study was an analysis of 910 children who werc placed in
foster homss by that organization and who had reached the age of eighteen
years or older. The authors found it impossible to contact some of the
910 ehildren ani consequently the compilation of the figures is open to
a certain rangse beyond that which is stateds The subjects were divided
into three groups: ocapable, imsapable, and unknown capability., By
capable, the authors meant subjects who manage their own affairs with a
moderate degree of success and are carrying on normal, useful lives in
their communities. Incapable imeludes those sub jects who are either
unwilling or unable to care for themselves end are not living according
to the accepted standards in their communities. The unknown category
eontained those subjects who were not sufficiently well known to be
Placed in el ther of the other two groups with eny degree of confidence,
Of the 910 subjects, them, 615 fell imto the capable group, 182 inte
the incapable, and 113 in the unknown capability., There is a great

deal more subdivision and breaking down of this material into pertiment



10
groups, such as occupation of foster father, education and special
training received by the subject, ets. This study was interesting but
the arbitrary classifieations into which the children were & vided were
subjective ones and probably of little scientific value, These childe
ren were all dependent children and far that reason, the situation does
not relate closely to the situation in the independent boarding home.

Skodak (14) made a study of the mental development of children
in foster homes in 1939, This investigation related the mental dsvelop=-
ment of children to their own parents and the mental development of
children to foster parents. The subjects were two groups of children
from family backgrounds inferior in educational achievement, occupational
status, level of intelligence, and socio-economic¢ status. The foster
home s were above average or superior in regard to these characteristies,
The first group of children numbered 154, These children were placed in
foster homes between the time of birth and six months of age. The
second group eonsisted of 65 children placed in foster homes between
the ages of two and five snd ome-half years. Skodak found that the
ehildren in the first group, at ane year of age, showed little difference
in mental development on the basis of occupational elassification of
the foster parent, but at an older age, this difference was marked, the
children in the three highest oceupational e¢lassifications being eone
sistently above the msan for the total group while the ehildren in
foster homes of ths four lower occupational levels were consistently be-
low the mean. A correlation of .149 was found between the children's
I.Q. and a measure of the home environment at the older pre-sechool level.
The children in the seeond group all gained in mean I.Q. after foster

home placemsnt, the gain being relative to the oceupational level. The
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children who were initially very high ar very low showed the most
change when retested. The study of the mental development of foster
ehildren is of value because it points out that a basic factor in foster
homs placement is selection of the home best suited for the individual
child, The foster homes used in this study were adoptive homes. Ob=-
viously, children placed in independent boarding homss are not placed
for an indefinite period, in most cases, Consequently, this study is
pertinent to the independent boarding home situation only in those
instances when a child is placed for a long period of time by the parent.
Baylor and Monachesi in eonjunction with the Childrem's Aid
Association (1) made a study of foster homes used by that arganizationm
in ehild placement, There werc 566 foster homss and 545 children used
in the study. Baylor and Monachesi found that childrem placed in homes
where the foster parents were over 35 years of age made a better adjust-
ment than when the foster parents were younger. The ages of foster parents
in that study were categorized from 35 years to 57 years and over as the
upper limit. The authors found that 84 percent of the foster families
were in either marginal or comfortable ciroumstances, though the economie
status of the foster family apparently had little or no relation to the
adjustment of the boarding child. The authors found that placements in
the homes of professional msn and farmers were slightly lesas successful
than in the other occupational classifications. The size of the foster
family was not an important faetor in the boarding child's adjustment,
Over half of the boarding families stated that economic reasons were
the primary ones in wanting to board childrem. However, 60.1 percent
of placements in these homes were suceessful ones. In 204 femilies,

children were boarded for help in the home or farm. It was found that
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in 47 percent of these eases, the ¢hild's response was unfavorable.
There were 171 families who desired to board children becsuse they
enjoyed working with ehildren or enjoyed their companionship. Approximate-
ly 59 percent of these placements were successful., Other reasons given
for wanting to board children were to replace an own c¢hild, end unable
to have own children. These were given in 4 and 8 cases, respectively,
and were favorable in the child's response to care 75 percent and 87.5
pereent. Baylor and Monachesi found that as the size of the ecommunity
in which the foster homes were located 1néreaaed, the favoresble response
of the boarding ehild decreased. Children placed imn open country, rural
homes responded 6l.4 percent favorably. Children placed in the residential
section of a city responded favarably 57.7 percent. Other factors were
also studied in their relation to the favorable a unfavorable response
of boarding children. The cnes listed are those most pertinent to the
factors which are being enalysed in the mresent study of the independent
boarding home parents, This study is a useful one for comparison because
the factors studied are similar. However, the foster homes used in
this study were three main kinds: Ubtoarding homes in which the parents
or guardian pay for the child's board and room; wage homes in which the
ehild is able to earn all or part of his keep by performing various
duties; and free homss in which the child is boarded free of charge.
Because of the wvariation in the type of foster home, the findings of
this study are less specifie than would be desired,

In 1942, Harper (8) made a study of the need for day cere ser¥ices
for ehildren of working mothers in Lansing, Michigan. This study was
carried out by personal interview and through eontacting the working

mothers at their place of work md leaving farms to be filled out by them.
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Three hundred a:d fifty-one reports were utilized in all. This included
200 interview schedules and 151 questionnaires. It was estimated by
the author that this sample represented 20 to 23 percent of the total
number of working mothers with children between the ages of two amd
fourteen years in Lansing. Three-fourths of the children of these women
were of school age. Approximately one-fourth were five years of age
and younger. Harper found that 24.4 percent of these children were
left in the care of a relative; 13.2 percent were cared far by a house-
keeper or hired girl; only l.4 percent were cared fa in private homes.
However, 8.4 percent stated that they would deasire mivate day care in
a boarding home for their children, if it were available. The most
desired manner of care for c¢hildren of working mothers was school
supervision after school hours, wi th 35 percent stating that this was
the most preferable, if available. This study is valuable because it
reveals that the numter of working women in this area who desired private
boarding care for their children in 1942 exceeded the number who were
able to actually secure such help. A more detailed analysis of the
type of boarding home care the children of these working motlers were
receiving, whether licensed ar unlicensed, end some study of the relative
eost of this type of care as compared to housekeeper or day nursery,
would have been extremsly useful,

McLain (11) made a further study in 1943 of the attitudes and
practices of parents with pre-school age children. This study was carried
out in Lensing, Michigan and consisted primarily of 50 home interviews
in the area of the city indicated by the Harper study as being that area
in which parents of children were most dissatisfied with the present

method of care during the day while the mother was working. The
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parents contacted all had children under five years of age. The
author found that housekeeper services, either an employed housekeeper
or a relative, was the most desired solution for care of children while
the mother worked. The working mothers preferred this type of care
because th® housework was done at the same time the children were being
eared for, which was of double value to tiem. However, 50 percent of
the mothers stated that they would like to try a nursery school for
their children., MeLain felt that many of the mothers contacted knew
little of what a nursery school program would mean, and were not ine
terested enough to investigate the possibilities. However, McLain talked
with each mother about the opportunities of nursery school training and
the benefits tc be derived from this experience and she felt that
through the eonversation, meny of the mothers knew more about the program
of nursery schools and were perhaps more interested in obtaining this
typs of care for their pre-school children than before her visit. This
study provided an interesting further develomment of th e city survey
done by Harper (8) in 1948, in the area of nursery school care for ehild-
ren of vorking mothers and informal education in the meaning of a nursery
school program. This study is of value in relation to the rresent study
because it investigates another method of day care for children other

than the independent boarding homs mrogram,



Chapter III

METHODS AND MATERIALS

Two methods were followed in gathering material for the study.
First, records from the Michigan Department of Social Welfare for
the 51 boarding homes of Inghem County were studied. From these
records, a schedule of the material to be learned from them was made
and filled out. The various items were tabulated and the results were
studied. The second method was the interview contaet with the selected
families. Twenty interviews we.'s made over a period of approximately
four weeks. Each interview was written up in case-history form as
soon as possible after the visit was made. The primary sources for
material for this study of the independent boarding home pearents, thenm,
were the State Welfare file records for the total group and home inter-
views with the selected sample.

The welfare records for the independent boarding homs parents
which were used were made available by the Michigzan Department of
Social Welfare. These included for each family a preliminary application
blank to board children filed by the prospective boarding home parent,
a detailed case study of the boarding homs and the boarding family, a
record of subsequent home visits made by the case worker, & copy of the
yearly lieense which was issued to the boarding family, and eany other
pertinent eorrespondence or informati on. Some of the families whieh
are now boarding independently, formerly boarded for an ageney or the
court. In that case, the record included the investigation and
any other pertinent information from the ageney or court shieh had had

eontact with the family. Unfortunately, same of the records were mech
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less complete than others. It was found that those families which had
been boarding children for the longest time often had very incomplete
case studies of the home and of the boarding family. One or two of
the i'ecords were not up to date. In these instances, the r-cords of
the Ingham County Child Welfare worker were made available, and the
necessary information was obtained.

Fourteen items were tabulated from the records of each of
the independent boarding homes. T.ese included nationality backe
ground, religion, oeceupation of father, ages of father and mother,
education of father and mother, gpmoximate yearly income, number of
boarding children, sex and ages of boarding children, length of time
children have have beem in the boarding home, reasons gi ven by the
boarding parents for wanting to board children, location of home, and
type of boarding home =~ whether full time, day care, or both,

Twenty families werc chosen from the 51 independent boarding
homes as the semple to be interviewed. These 20 homes were ehosen by
geographical location in the county. Spot mpal were made locating
the 51 boarding homes and from these maps, 20 were chosen to represent
the entire county. The 20 families chosen for the home interviews were
£irst conmtacted by an introductary letter® stating the purpose of the
study end signed by the author wi th the arproval signatures of Domald
W, DeVinney, Regional Consultant of the Childrents Division, Michigan

Department of Social Welfere, and Dr., Irma H. Gross, Head of the Depart-

lAppendix.

2e‘xppendix, p. 66
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ment of Home Management and Child Development at Michigan State
College. The letter was followed within a week by a phone call to
arrange a ccnvenient time to hold the inmterview. In most cases, the
appointrent was made for the following week, The interviews were held,
for the most part, during the afternoon, though a few were conducted
during the morning and one visit was made in the evening. The inter-
view was planned to last apmroximetely one hour. For most of the
feamilies, the interviews lasted wi thin ten minutes of an hour, though
in two cases, the interview took a little over two hours. No notes
were taken during the interview exeept for factual material suech as
number and ages of boarding children, number and ages of own children,
and the amount charged by the boarding mother for her services. Of
the 20 families originally chosen for the semple, only two families
were found unavailable. One of these families left for an extended
trip before the home visit could be made and the other boarding mother
was too busy at the time she was contacted to find tims for an inter-
view. Substitute families were chosen from the spot map of the nearest
home giving the same type of care (that is, day care, full time, or both).
Letters were sent out to the two substitute families and they were visited
in the same manner as the original eighteen.

A general procedure for conducting the home interviews was made
out before any visits were made. This outline included the following
points: First, an introduction of the intervi ewer was made, and scme
explanation was given as to why the information about their boarding
experiences was sought. The first question generally econcerned the
number of children the family was boarding at the time of the imnterview,

The eges of these ehildren were learned, and from this beginning it was
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possible to go back and find out what other children the family had
boarded, how long they had beem boarding children, and how they be-
came interested in caring for other people's children. A & scussion
of the relation between the natural children and the boarding ehildren
usually followed, with the relation of the boarding home father to
the boarding children brought into the conversation. Stemming from
this topie, the boarding mother could easily be led into a conversation
concerning the problems she has wi th the boarding children, and how
these problems have differed from the mroblems she has had with her
own children. All of the boarding mothers were willing to reveal how
much they charged far their services and how this plan had worked out,
An attempt was made to learn in what ways boarding children had been
a revarding experience for the boarding family. Unless the boarding
mother showed a definite desire to prolong the eonversation, the inter-
view generally ended soon after these points h:.d been discussed fully
enough to be of value,

As stated, the interviews were conducted over a period of about
four weeks. On several occasions, it was necessary to hold two intere
views on the same day, and one day three homs visits were scheduled,
It was found tc be much easier to write the case study of the family when
not more than two interviews were held in one day. The interviews were
written up with a general description of the homs and of the boarding
mother. Her feelings about the matters discussed were recorded as
elosely as possible., A face sheet was made for each case studyl with

soms of the more factual things listed on it, such as members of the

lAppendix, T. 67,
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boarding family emd their ages, type of home, amount charged for
boarding ehildren, number of boarding children in the home, and
reasons given by the boarding mother for beginning to board children,
This face sheet was found to be very valuable as a summary sheet and
also as an immediate record of the factual content of each interview

as soon as it was completed.



Chapter 1V
FINDINGS

Material from the records of the Michigan Department
of Social Welfare:

There were 51 licensed independent boarding homes far children
in Ingham County, Michigan on November 1, 1949, These 851 boarding
families were those used in this study. From the material in the file
records of the Michizan Department of Social Welfare, information was
tabulated for each family. Two categories were di scarded because they
were incomplete. These were 'nationality background® which was listed
by mamy as merely American, and 'when boarding family first began to
board children' because the inf amation in a number of cases was not
available. A few omisalons were found under ‘education of boarding
father and mother' and under 'occupation', when the place of work was
1isted rather than the type of position held there. Financial status,
age md number of own children, and reasons for boarding children were
ecomplete except for three instances. In soms cases, the information as
to the number and ages of children boarded was not kept up to date.
The type o license, whether for full time care, day care, or both, was
learned for every family. Although some of the aforementioned items
were omitted from the original epplication, the deseriptions of home
visits and of the family members of the independent boarding homes also
eontained in the records, made it possible in many instances to obtain
a good pieture of the type of homs and the kind of eare a ehild was
likely to receive in that family.

After the material from the files hed been tabulated, eight

categories were found to be sufficiently complete to be useful. These
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were: ages of boarding parents, education of boarding parents, o¢cupa-
tion of boarding father, financial status, religion, number of natural
and foster children, ages of natural and foster children, end reasons

given by the boarding parents far desiring to board e¢hildren,

Ages of Boarding Parents:

The largest number of boarding parents, 20 of the men and 25
of the women, stated their age at the present time as between 30 and
40 years. Only 4 of the 851 boarding mothers were over 50 years of
age. The largest group fell between the age range of 30-50 years, with
34 of the boarding fathers snd 38 of the boarding mothers in this classi-

fisation. (See Table I)

Table 1

AGES OF THE INDEPENDENT BOARDING HCME PAAENTS
OF INGHAM COUNI'Y, MICHIGAN

ige Male Pemale
21-30 6 8
31-40 20 25
41-50 14 14
51-60 8 3
61-70 3 1l
Total 51 51

This table shows that the average age of the parents in the
independent boarding homes in Ingham County falls somewhere between

30 and 50 years of age, with a larger percemt age between 30 and 40 years.
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The women were slightly younger than the men, It is interesting to
note that over half of the women boarding children are still of an
age vhere it would be possible to have more children of their owne.

Baylor and Monachesi (1) found that foster e¢hildren in homes
where the boarding parents were 35 years of age or older made the bes$
adjustment. Sophie Van Senden Theis, executive secretary « the Child
Placing and Adoption Committee of the State Charities Aid Associatiom
stated in an interview (10) that children from that agency were general-
ly placed in homes where the wife was no mare than thirty-eight or forty
yoears older than the child. The husband could be slightly older. Both
sithors felt that when the boarding rarents are more nearly the probable
ages of the child's own parents, rapport between the child and his
foster parents is probably more easily established and the relationship
is ¢loser to the actual parent-child situation than if the boarding

parents are very young or over fifty.

Education:

Due to the fact that 12 of the boarding fathers and 17 of the
boarding mothers made no report on the amount of formal education they
had received, this info:mation is of value only as an indication of how
much schooling a particular boarding parent is likely to have had.

It was found that the largest number of both boarding fathers
and boarding mothers had completed at least 10 to 12 grades of school;
24 men end 22 women fell into this caiegary. Twelve of the boarding
fathers and six of the boarding mothers had completed 7 to 9 grades.
(See Table II) oOf the boarding mothers who reported, more of them had

gone to school longer than the boarding fathers. This is probably due
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to the fact that boys are more often needed to supplement the family ine
come at an early age or to help out with the farm. Six of the board-
ing mothers and three of the boarding fathers had training beyond
high school, though none of this group was a college graduate. It has
been found that the median number of school years completed by peresons
aged 25 years and over in liciigan was 8.5 for males and 8.8 for females.
In Ingham County, the figures are slightly higher; the median for males

is 9.4 and for females, 10.4. (2)

Tabls II

EDUCATION OF BSOARDING FASENTS IN THE INDiPENDENT
BOARDING HCMES CF iNGIAM COUNTY

Grades Completed No. Male No. Female
7-9 12 6
10-12 24 22
13-15 3 )
unknown 12 17

Total 51 51

Due to the large number who did not report on this factor, it was
impossible to compute the median number of school years completed or
to draw any eanalysis between the number of y=ars of schooling emd in=-

come, or with the methods of child guidance employed with the boarding

children.

Oceupation:

Ail but B of the 51 boarding families reported the ocsupation of
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the head of the house. The Federal Reserve system of occupational
grouping (7) was used in elassifying the occupations of the boarding
fathers. This classification divides the type of occupations into
six categories whiich are distinct enough to permit definite classificae-
tion of any type of vocation.

Almost half of the 51 boarding families (24) fell into the
skilled and semi-skilled group. The next largest numbers were 7 un-
skilled workers and 7 farm operators. Four men were employed in clerical
and sales personnel; three were managerial and self-employed, and one
family fell imto the professional group. (See Table 1II)

In a study done in 1935, Borgman (4) found that there was a
definite relation between occupation and type of physical care received
by natural children from 2 to 5 years of age. Such factors as food,
sleep, play and clothing needs were met mare adequately in homes of the
higher occupational levels. This study used the Minnesota system of
ocoupation elassification which corresponds generally to tke Federal
Reserve Systems Twenty-eight of the 51 boarding homes uscd in this
study were in the upper three occupational groups. The number of in-
dependent boarding homes in each of the six oceupational groups is

shown on Table III.
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Table III

OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATION OF THZ INDEPENDENT
BOARDING HOMES OF INGHAM COUNTY

Ocoupation No. of Ind. Bding Families
Professional 1
Managerial and Self Employed 3
Skilled and semi-skilled 24
Clerical and sales personnel 4
Unekilled 7
Farm operators 7
Unknown 5
Total 51

Yearly Incoms:

Closely related to occupation is the financial status of the
individual boarding homes. The yearly income of the husband was report=-
ed for each of the 51 families. It was found that 22 femilies of the
total group had a ycarly income between $3000 and §$3999, Fifteen homes
reparted an inc -me between $2000 amd §$2999. Two families had an income
between $1000 and $1999 and only one home reported an income of less than
$1000. This particular family, however, vwas & retired farm family who
owned their own home. Consequently, the low income probably does not
indicate the true standards maintained. Six families reported an income
of between $4000 and $4999 end five of the boarding families had a yearly

income of from $5000 to $5999.
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Table IV

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES EY TCTAL MONEY INCOME CCMPARED
WITH NATIONAL FIGURES (F FAMILIZS IN THE UNITED STATES

FOR 1948%

Percemt of Independent Percent of Families
Income No. Boarding Homes in United States
under $1000 1 1.9 10.6
$1000-$1999 2 3.9 14.5
$2000-$2999 15 29.4 20.6
$3000-$3999 22 43.1 20,7
$4000-54999 6 11.7 12,9
$5000-$5999 5 9.8 8.1
$6000-$9999 0] 0] 9.8
$10,000 and over 0 0 2.9

Total 51 100% 100%

* The percentages for tie incomes of families in the United States were
teken from Teble I, "Consumer Income™, Current Population Reports, p. 15.
A comperison of the percentage of boarding homes in each of the
incoms groups with the percentage of families in the United States revealed
that 43.1 percent of the boarding families h:d an incomes between $3000 and
$3999 while 20.7 percent of the families in the United States fall into
the seme group. (See Table IV) The median income for families in the
United States in 1948 was $3187, (6) The median incoms for the inde=-

pendent boarding families in Ingham County was $3658, which is slightly

highere.
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Religion and Race:

It was found that 43 of the 51 independent boarding families were
of Protestant faith, five families were Catholiec and three of the families
were of mixed religion. There were no families of the Jewish faith,
For the state as a whole, in December of 1949, there were 282 Catholie
independent boarding homss, 1450 Protestant independemt boarding homes,
five other, amd one unknown, (13) Eleven diffe:rent Protestant churches
were named by the boarding fanilies as the church of their choice.

There were 13 Methodists and nine Baptist families listed. These two
were named most often, but Lutheran, Christian Scientist, Pilgrim
Holiness, Presbyterian, Church of God, and Seventh Day Adventist were
some of the others which were also mentioned.

At the presqnt time, there are no Negro independent boarding
homes in Ingham County, but more then one family will be licensed soon
for this service.* The Negro population of Ingham County was 1.3
vercent in 1947. The percentage o Negroes of the total population of

Michigan was 3.9 percemt. (8)
Number of Own Children and Boarding Children:

0f the 51 independent boarding homes, 18 femilies were licensed
to care for one child, 20 homes were licemnsed to care for two childrem,
nine homes were licensed to care for three children and four femilies

were licensed to care far four children,

* fhis information was obtained fram Mrs. Shirley Charboneau, Children's
Worker, Ingham County Children's Services.
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Table V

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ALLOWED BY LICENSE IN THE INDEPENDENT
BOARDING HOMES OF INGHAM COUNTY AND MICHIGAN®

No. licensed far Ingham County Michigan
one child 18 701
two children 20 657
three children 9 196
four children 4 175
five children 0 1
six childrem 0 6
seven children 0 1l
elght children 0 0
nine childrem 0 2
other 0 1
Total 51 1741

* The figures for the state of Michigan were used through the ecourtesy
of the Research Unit, Children's Division, Michigan Department of
Social Welfare.

For the state of Michigan as a whols, 3441 ehildren were living in the

1741 independent boarding homes in December of 1949, (13) In Inghem

County, there were 100 children in the independent boarding homes in

December of 1949, At the time this study was made, there were 1l

families who 4id not have any boarding children in their homes.
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Table VI

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ALLOVED BY LICENSE IN INGHAM COUNTY ACCORDING

TO TYPE OF LICENSE IN THi INDEPENDINT BOARDING HOMES

Full Time Care

one child

two children
three children
four children

Day Cere

one child

two c¢hildren
three children
four children

Combination

one child

two children
three children
four childremn

No. of Boarding Homes

13
10
3
]

Total 29

|H0O(ﬂ

Total 17

OO

(4

Total

There was a total of 90 natwral children living in the independent

boarding homes at the time this study was made., The average number of

children for each home was 1.76 or between one and two children. Many

of the older boarding parents had other children who were married om

working away from hame and no longer lived with their parents,

Ages of Own and Boarding Children

A comparison of the ages of the own and boarding ehildren in the

independent boarding families revealed that the greatest number of board-
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ing children were from two to seven ycars of age while the greatest
number of natural children were between eight and thirteen ycars of
age. (See Table VII) The fact that so wany of the boarding children
are of mre-school age can martially be aceounted for in the number of
children boarcded far day care only who will probably not need the

boarding home service when they have started to school,

Table VII

AGES OF OWN AND BOARDING CHILIREN IN THE INDZPENDENT
BOARDING HOMES (F INGHAM COUNTY

Ages Own Children Boarding Children
under 2 2 5
2-4 1 25
S=7 14 15
8-10 18 4
11-13 17 2
14-16 13 3
17-19 8 2
over 19 7 0

Reasons Given For Begimning to Board Childrem:

A reason was glven for desiring to board children on the
original epplication form for every family except ome of the 51 inde~-
pendent boarding families. Twenty-oms 1listed the extra income as the
reason for desiring to board children. 4 total of 69 reasons were
given by the 51 feamilies, indicating that in many instances more than

one reason was supplied. The next most frequent reason given after ex-
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tra income desired was companionship for femily members, either for
the boarding parents or for their children., Several of the boarding
mothers stated that b boarding children they could be homs with their
own children, have companionship for them by boarding a child, and

still have a 1little extra imsoms,
Table VIII

REASONS GIVEN FOR BOARDING CHILDREN BY THE
INDEPENDENT BOARDING PASGENTS ON APPLIC ATION

Reason No.
Supplement income 21
Companionship 18
Enjoy ehild care 14
To give a child a homs 9
Have none of own 4
Help out neighbar or friend -]
Not given e

Total 69

Because 80 many of the families boarded children to supplement the
family inocome, a comparison of the income with the reason given for
beginning to board ehildren was made. (Table IX) Sixteen of the 21
families who started to board for the extra ineome fell into the $2000-
$3999 incoms bracket. It was interesting to note that the three families
with inoomes less than $2000 per year all began to board children for
stated reasons other than the extra money. It is difficult to tell,

however, how accurate the reasons given on en gpplication blank might
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be because of the desire to put down 'what was wanted' or to cover
up the underlying reason, not admitting it even to themselves. This
is one of the major problans faced by the social worker in licensing
boarding homes because often the real reasons for wanting to board

children are difficult or even impossible to determine with any accuraey.

Table IX

REASONS GIVEN FOR BCARDING GIILDR-N ACCORDING TO
INCOLE OF T:X INDEPENDINT BOARDING HouMaS

Incoms

under $1000 1 1
$1000-§1999 1 1 2
$2000-$2999 8 2 3 3 2 1 19
$3000-$3999 8 9 3 8 28
$4000-$4999 3 3 1 1 1 9
$5000-$5999 2 3 2 1 1 1 10

Supplement Family To give Help out enjoy have none not Tota:
Ineome Companion- c¢hild Neighbor child of own given
ship a hom® or Friend ocare

Findings from the Home Interviews:

The home visits to the 20 families chosen for the samples from
the total group of 51 homes were useful in completing the study of the
boarding home parents because they gave insight and meaning to the fastual
mterial obtained from the files. All of the 20 families visited were
ecooperative and helpful, These families, accustamed to being visited
by case workers fram the welfare department , were not reluctant to dis-

ecuss their boerding experiences with a stranger.



Eleven of the homes visited boarded children full time.

Seven of the families were licensed for day care only and two homes
were boarding children both on a full time and day care basis, Six
of the families visi ted were not boarding any childfen at the time of
the interview,

Certain topics were discussed with each boarding mother quite
fully. These included how the family first learned about boarding
children, reasons for beginning to board children, reasons given by
the real parents for boarding their children in these homes, charges
for boarding children, length of time boarding childrem have been in
She home, problems encountered in boarding ehildren, concepts of child
guidance held by the boarding parents, observed relationships betwesn
boarding parents and foster children, and satisfactions realized by the
boarding parents, in caring fa other people’s children., It is im-
possible to draw a conclusive ricture of the situation of the independent
boarding home fram so snall a group, but a discussion of the inter-re-
lationships between family members end the boarding children re-
vealed in vi siting these 20 families gives an indication of certain dif-
ferences among the homes and helps to reveal the possible strengths and
weaknesses inherent in the independent boarding home.

A1l of the 20 homes visited gave an impression of neatness. Some
were furnished much better tham others, but flowered slip-covers helped
to gl ve a home-like appearance in many cases. Children's toys were in
ovidence in those homes boarding younger children, Sleds and bicycles
were often seen on the front rorches or propped along the side of the
house. One family had a miniature playhouse in the front yard. Shrubbery

and neat hedges gave evidence that care was given to the yard during the



summer months,

Most of the boarding mothers visited (13) were dressed in
eotton housedresses, although fi ve of the fosteé mothers were c¢lad
in more dressy attire, suich a suit or crepe dress. One young foster
mother wore slacks and another was dressed in a sweatsr and tweed
skirt., Almost all of the boarding mothers appeared neat and clean.
Two of the foster mothers had their hair in curlers during the inter-
view. One of them explained that the following day was her wedding

aniversary and she had washed her hair so it would look nice for the

next evening.

How the family first learned about boarding children:

The boarding mothers learned about boarding children in a
variety of casual ways, chiefly from friends and relatives. (7 cases)
One women first began to board ehildren when her daughter, who boarded
independently, asked her to take a ¢hild that had been referred to her.
Another mother heard that you ecould get ehildrem from a local agenoy
from a friend at a church social end decided to apply. In another home,
the boarding mother had first kept a little girl whose parents were
separated as a personal favor and then applied for a license when the
ehild's parents wanted her to eonti nue to board the child. Seven of
the boarding mothers had friends or relatives who boarded children and
became interested in caring far children that way. One family was
asked by the visiting teacher to board a high school girl. In one case,
the boarding mother stated that she first began to baby-sit for neigh-
bors and then began to board ehildren of mothsrs working in factories

during the war. Another boarding mother stated that she had boarded
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her own children diring the var for day care while she was working.
Seven of the families stated they did not realize that a
license was required by law if you cared for other people's children
in your home, The Michigan Department of Social Welfare contacted
two of the boarding mothers about a license after sceing their advertise-~

ment to board children in the newspaper.

Reasons for beginning to board children:

Eleven of the 20 families stated on their original application
that they wanted to board children to supplement their insame. Nine
families stated or implied this reason in the interview. Five of the
boarding mothers had specifie reasons for needing the extra income,

One family had recently purchased a new home and the mother felt that
she could help pay for the house sooner by boarding children. Another
feamily had had many expenses with a new scwer and water system and the
money earned by boarding children would help meet this expense. Two of
the boamrding mothers began to board children to help out their husbands
while still in school and beginning a new business. Another reason
given by one foster mother was the need for extra money for recreation.

Mrs. J. stated that the chief reason that she

wanted to board child.en was because she en~

joyed bowling so much and by earing for c¢hild-

reR it made possible extra momey for this re-

oreation. She also is giving her little girl

tap dancing lessons fram the extra money and

what is left goes for groceries. Mrs. J told

this with a great deal of humor and said, "I

suppose 1 have a guilt complex or something
about my bowling, but I do enjoy 1t.1

Several of the boarding mothers felt that boarding children was

Case No, 11. Appendix, r. 8.
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a good way to make a little extra money and at the same time be at
home with their own children. One woman said that she began to
board children when her husband objected to her workinz in a factory
during the war,

Mrg. T started to board children during the war,

she imagined it was about five years ago. She

had gotten a job in one of the defense industries,

working the opposite shift from her husband so

that one of them could be home with her two boys

at all times. Her husband did not like the idea

of ber working out side the home and tcld her she

could do anything, piecework at home or whatever

she liked, Jjust so she wouldn't work out. Mlrs.

T decided to start boarding children.t

Nine of the foster mothers began to board at least partly for
the companionship children would afford. One young foster mother began
to board children because her husband worked such irregular hours and
was often gone overnight that she wanted scmething to keep her busy and
decided that boarding children was an adequate bolution. One mother
had raised four children of her own and was 8o lonescme without a child
around the house that she began to board children., Another foster
mother began to board children because she felt that her own youngster
was becoming spoiled and amother child in the home might help to overcome
this. Two other families gave similar reasons of wanting companionship
for their children.,

In at least two cases, although it was not clearly stated, it
appeared to the interviewer that the help of the boarding child around
the house was valuable, In one case, tbe boarding mother admitted some
help; for the other feamily it was just surmised.

Four of the families which were visited had started to board

children for an agency before they began to board children inderendently.

1,
vase No, 4, Avrendix, p. 97
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Mrs. P feels that boarding independently is a
more satisfactary arrarngement tran boarding
for the court or for an agency. She stated
that when you make &an arrangement with the
child's owmn mother, the situation works out
meh better. She felt that you are also more
likely to get normal children, From the
agency, Mrs, P said that she never knew what
she was going to get., blrs. P also steted
that the agency tried t: lay down tco many
regulations to follow in caring for their
children and Mrs. P felt that with her wide
experience in caring for ehildren, being

told what to do was unnecessary and 1rritat1ng.l

Another boarding mother found that she had many more problems with
e¢hildren boarded from an agency than with children boarded independently.
This boarding mother also gave the extra money from boarding indepamdently
as a reason far changing from an agency to an independent boarding home,
All of the boarding mothers stated that tueir husbands either
did not mind having the boarding children in the home or were actively
interested in them. One foster mother said that she would not have
started boarding children if her husband had minded and this seemed to
indicate the general trend of thought. The major part of the care of a
boarding child fell on the mother and it was she who made the decision

to board children, in agreement wit h her hushand.

Reasons given by the nmatural parents for boarding tieir children in

these homes:

The most ¢ommon reason gi ven by the natural perents to the board-
ing parents for placing their children was that both parents _worked

during the day and consequently there was no one to care for the child

1l
Case No., 20. aprendix, p. 124.
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while they wer gone. (10 cases) One boarding mother boarded a two
year old boy whom she has had since he was a few weeks old.

Johnny's parents wanted to board him at first be-
cause they both wanted to work to pay for the large
hospital bill which occurred when he was born, lMrs,
E (the boarding mother) seaid that the child's father
is a great sport's fan ani goes to many games through-
out the year, He expects his wife to accompany him,
Johnny's mother en joys working and evidently the
couple could afford to teke the boy dack now but are

reluctant to do so until the child starts schoole.
The mother pays his board bill from her salary.

Other boarding perents reported similar si tuations, in which the
boarding child's mother preferred working to caring for the child and
boarded him for that reason. One foster mother felt that the child's
parents probably saved very little monsy by having both parents work
because by the time the child's board bill was paid, car fare and
lunches for the parents figured out, the remainder would be quite small.
Another reason given meny times by the boarding child's own
mother for boarding the child was divorce. In the majority of these
cases, it was necessary for the mothier to work to support herself and
her child and there were no relatives or other persons who 6ould care
for the ehild during the day while she was gone, Most of the families
eontacted who boarded children fram divorced parent s boarded them full
times (7 cases) This could be due to the fact that the divorced mother
often had no h:me except fa@ & single furnished room to wkich to take
the child at nighte Those parents who were both working were about even-

ly divided between those who boarded tleir children for day care,

lCase No. 3. Appendix, p. 75.
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(6 cases) and those who boarded trem full time. (4 cases)

These two r asons, both parents working and divorce, were the
two most comron ones given for placing children in independent board-
ing homes. Two boarding mothars either had at one time or were at
the present, boarding children of unwed motiusrs. Another boarding
mother had boarded children briefly while the real mother was in the
hospitale.

It was found that meny of the boarding motiers were interested
in discussing the boarding ehildren's real parents in some detail dur-
ing the interview. Some of the foster mothers expressed hostility
toward the real pa~ents for 'not loving the child enough to give it a
normal home', One boarding mother confessed that she occasionally
found herself trying t> turn the boarding ehild against hisown parents.
In meny instances, the boarding mother interpreted the reason the
boarding ehildren were placed in a toarding home di fferently from the
natural parents. This was particularly true of the cases where both
parents found it necessary to work. One boarding mother stated that
the mother of the child she boarded dressed much better than she herself
was able to afford. Consequently, the boarding mothexr felt that the
child's mother wasfinancially able to have the e¢hild at home, but was

unwilling to assume the responsibility.

Charges for boarding children:

The amount charged by the boarding parents for caring for foster
children in their homes varied eonsiderably. One femily did not re-
ceive any payment for this services Two families received as much as

$15 per week for full time care. This was the highest smount charged
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by any of the boarding homes. The average amount received far full
time care was about $12 a week and $2 a day for day care. One boarding
mother stated that during the war she had charged $2 a day for day care,
but has lowered the rate to $1.50 a day since that time. Some boarding
mothers made specifie arrangements with the boarding ¢hild's parents
to take the child for at least ome day over the week end, with a eorre-
sponding reduction in the fee. One boarding mother stated that she
liked to have the boarding ehild go to his own home on Sundays so that
she could rest and have one day alone with her family, without the
boarding children to care for. The amounts charged per week were as

follows:

None 1
Less than $5.00 1
$5.00-$7.49 1
$7.50-$9.99 3
$10.00-$12.49 10
$12.50-$15.00 _6
Total 22*

* Two families had two retes each, one for daily eare and for weekly care.
Most payment was by the week.

There were problems concerning the paymsnt of the fee. One of the board-

ing mothers said that she always asked to be paid in advance because

she was certain of being paid if this were the arrangement, Another

boarding mother stated that she had never had any trouble eollecting

the boarding money and scemed surprised that others had had any diffieulty.

Two foster mothers statcd that they always had been paid regularly by
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the boarding child's parents but that they had gone to the place
where the woman worked every pay day to collect their money, Other-
wise, they found that the monsy had been spent elsewhere before

paying the board bill.

Length of Time the Boarding Family has been Boarding Children:

The boarding mothers who wer: interviewed had been boarding
children for varying lengths of time. One mother had been boarding
children for seventeen years. Six families had boarded children be-
tween five and ten years and six families had been boarding from one

to two years.

Length of Time Boarding Femilies Had Been Licensed

Less than 1 year 1l
l-3 years 10
4-8 years L]
7-10 years 3
more than 10 years .
Total 20

Four of the boarding mothers stated that they had been boarding the
children they had at the time of the imterview from four to six months.
Seven of the children boarded at the time of the interview had been
boarding with that family for ome to two ycars and three children had

been with the same boarding family two years or longer.



42

Length of time Boarding Children had been in Home

Less than 1 month 3
1-6 months 7
7-12 months 3
13-24 months 3
25-37 months 8
Total 22 children

Problems encountered in boarding children:

Fifteen of the boarding families interviewed had few or no problems
with whieh they felt unable to cope. The easiser problems mentioned were
thumb-sucking (2), diffieulty in sccuring obedience (3), and bed-wetting
(3). Four of the boarding mothers spoke in detail of problems with the
boarding children which they seamed unable to cope with or get to the
root of the trouble, All of these fanilies were boarding children over
seven years of age. None of the 20 boarding mothers interviewed reported
serious problems with the [re-school age children. A brief discussion
of the four families who have had unusual trouble in meeting the problems
of the boarding children under their care will illustrate the types of
problems encountered in caring far foster children,

The Q family has been boarding ehildren for over
seven years, Mr. amd Mrs., Q are both in their
late thirties and they make their home on a amall
farm with their two sons., At the present time,
the Qs are boarding & borther and sister. The boy
is nine years o0ld and the girl eight. Their
mother is divorced amdi is working. These child-
ren have been with the Q8 fa two and a half
years. lirs., Q is very fond of both of the child-
ren but has some trouble with the boy., Arthur,
Mrs, Qs own children feel that Arthur gets out
of deserved whippings end voiced the wish that
he wuld leave. Arthur also wets the bed, Mrs.
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Q has tried everything she can think of to help

the boy overe me this. She has tried punishing
him, taking away privileges, making him wash

his own bedding, and other ways. None of them
seem to do any guod. She gets him up at night,
often twice, and in this way avoids having a

woet bed every night. Mras, Q feels that Arthur's
mother should take him to a doctor and try to

do something for him. Whenever she tried to talk
to the mother about the situation, she changed the
conversation and so finally Mrs. Q called the
grandmother and the boy is going to the doctor
next week. Once, when Mrs, Q told the mother that
either she would have to take the boy to the doctor
or else pay more board money for him, the mother
took the boy aside and told him that she couldn't
afford to pay any more money asked him to please
stop wetting the bed.s Mrs, Q felt that this was
very bad as Arthur felt terrible and just asking him
to stop was getting no woere.t

This problem has been a difficult one because it upset the relationship
between the boy and the other children living in the home. It was
further complicated by the indifference of the ehild's own mother.

The A family had a problem of a different type with seven year
0old Dickie whom they were boarding.

Mrs. A promised to board Dickie, the boarding ehild,
sight unseen. W¥hen the mother arrived with Dickie
she was appalled because of his thinness, dirtiness,
and peculiar haircut wiich was very uneven due to
another ehild trying to cut it in a former boarding
home. Dickie's mother brought him straight from the
other boarding home to the As. Mrs. A stated that
she and her husband felt a great deal of sympathy for
the ehild, He could speak only three words when he
first came to their homs a year and a half ago and
it was soon obvious to them that he was rather dull

mentally.

The child is a very heavy eater which Mrs. A feels is
unnatural for his age and size. (He is very thinm).
She said that when he first ecame to live with tuem,

1 .
Case No. 16. 4aprendix, p. 11ll.



they let him eat as much as he wanted to, but he
weuld keep on eating until he vomited., Consequently,
they are careful not to let him have too muech

food at one meal., Dickie also has a tnedency not

to tell the truth about small matters, which

worried Mrs. A « She gave an example that happened
that noon when she noticed that some of the leaves
were removed from ane o« the plants in the room.

She asked Diekie if he had done this and he denied
it, though she had seen him at the plant.

Mrs. A expressed some concern over the fact that
Dickie's &illness mentally may lead him to grow up
to be violent and uncontrollable. She cited as an
example ons of the front windows waieh was badly

cracked where Dickie had hit it when he was angry.
The child also has a sppech impediment, not being
able to pronounce the letter 'f£' but the child's

own mother is unconcerned about this, saying that
her older boy had the same trouble and outgrew it.l

Mrs. A stated that she felt very sorry for the youngster and spoke
with pride of the improvement he had made since living with them.
However, this problem is one that will probably not be cleared up
very soon, and Mrs. A felt at a loss as to how to handle it.

The R family had been boarding a 17-year-old high school girl
for over a year at the time the interview was mads.

Paula was classed as a 'problem child' when she was
brought to the R home, and Mrs., R feels that, given
the opportunity, she would never take snother teen-
ageer with problems. Mrs. R stated that Paula thinks
the world owes her a living. Mrs. R felt that the
girl's attitude was that 'if you are niece to me and
give me things, I will be as good and pleasant as a
child can be but if you eross me, I will make you
sorry.' Paula helps with the dishes and does some
eleaning and other tasks about the house, but Mrs.
R feels that the girl des not help as much as she
eould if she would only trye.

lCase o. 14. Appendix, p. 105.
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Another problem which Mrs. R has with Paula has

to do with elothes. The girl does not understand
the difference between wark clothes and good
elothes, acearding to Mrs. R, and will wear her
good sweaters with her blue jeans around the
house and put on her good coat to go out to the
garbage ean or to get the milk., The girl also has
a tendency to want more expensive clothes than the
Rs can afford.

Mrs. R fecls that Paula should be able to get a job
part time during the year and during the summer.
However, so far, sie has not been able to get Paula
to do this, even though she has mentioned several
job opportunities to her. Irs. R stated that one
of her chief problems with Paula is the fact that
she doesn't show any appreciation for things which
are done for her.

This mroblem is a serious one for the Rs because they lack the experience
to understand the needs of an adolescent. The Rs have no children of
their own. The writer felt, however, that due to the lack of frankness
on the part of the boarding mother diring this interview, that the
real reasons for the family continuing to board Paula were not stated.
The license for this home is a provisional one because the child sleeps
on the davenport due to the fact that there is no extra bed.

The B family also boarded a high school girl, 15 year old Janise.

Janice came to live with the Bs two years ago in
Mareh, The Bs have legal custody of the girl and
plan to keep her with them until she is able to
gare for herself adequately. Mrs. B explained that
the errangement was beneficial to tham as well as
to Janice because the girl helps with the dishes
and vwashing, as well as caring for the children,
The Bs have tried to make Janice feel that she is
one of the family but Mrs. B spoke several times
during the course of the interview of the resemt-
ment which Jenice has. She stated that about onee

2Case No. 18. Appendix, p. 117.
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each month she found it necessary to sit down with
the girl and talk things out with her. She said
with a laugh that her husband called it arguing

but that she felt it was Just getting things straight-
ened out. The Bs three little girls like Janice,
but Mrs. B stated that she found it necessary to put
the children to bed herself because Janice could not
manage them as easily.

Mrs. B wants Janice t. tell her where she is going
when she leaves the house and related an incident
whieh ocourred last summer when Janice called up
and said they were going out to Lake Lansing, Mrs.
B inquired who with and what were they going to do
there., Janice did not know and so lirs. B was hesit-
ant to let her go. Janice told Mrs. B that she just
didn't want her to have any fun.

Mrs. B said that she tells Janice frequently that ahe

hopes she has enough sense to stay on with them, at

least until she finishes high school. As a graduation

gift next spring, the bs are planning to take Janice

with them on a trip to the west coast. The family is

looking forward to this event.l
The problems encountered by this feamily seem to stem from the fact that
they have three children of their own to worry about and the extra bur-
den of the boarding e¢hild often proves too much for them.

These four families illustrate boarding homes which have had more
than an expected number of mroblems in working with the boarding child-
ren under their care, It is interesting to note that not one of the
four mothers spoke of not keeping the children, during the interview,
though they are not obliged to continue to care for children, if they
do not wish to do so.

On the other hand, many of tae boarding mothers appeared to be

genuinely surprised that boarding children might mresent more problems

lCasc-': No. 17. aAppendix, p. 114.



47
than their children. One young mother of twins was expecting to go
to the hospital soon after the time of the interview to have another
baby. She had been caring for a four year old boy during the day and
found that he was an excellent companion for her during this time
and she felt almost as though he were ons of the family. This boarding
mother had made arrangements for her mother to care for the boarding
child during the time she was 11_1 the hospital and expected to econtinue
boarding the boy after her return, Another foster mother steted that
she had always tried to give the boarding children in her care the
love and security they needed so badly. When this need vwas met, she had

no trouble in meeting the occasional problems which might ocour.

Concepts of child guidance held by the boarding parents:

Closely related to the number of problems encountered in working
with the boarding children are the concepts of child guidence held by
the boarding parents. It would be difficult to aseertain what applica-
tion was made of the beliefs about c¢hild care expressed in one inter-
view by the boarding mother. However, the ideas in regard to bringing
up children provide scme e¢lues to the individual boarding parent's feel-
ings about the needs of the children in her care.

One boarding mother stated that the seven ysar old girl she
has been boarding has had a difficult times adjusting to her own mother's
remarriege and di vorce. The boarding mother stated that children bear
the brunt of such family troubles because they can't understand them
rationally and cen only feel the situation whieh is confusing and up=-
setting to them. This particular child has reacted to the situation by

aggressive behavior., The boarding mother said that she has tried to
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help the little girl by giving her love and respect. With this
security, the boarding mother felt that she had had less trouble in
meeting the problems presented. Two other boarding mothers also mene
tioned the importance of love and security as a basis in working with
children,

Another young boarding mother said that when the boarding e¢hild-
ren had dl sputes over who was to have a certain toy, she allowed the
ons who had the toy in the fir=st place to keep it because she felt it
was unfair to deprive one child merely to pacify the other, This board-
ing mother felt that fanilies who board children full time have a
chance to do a better job because they sece more of the boarding ehild-
ren and are able to understand their problems better.

Another boarding mothsr felt thet the parents of the two-yeare
0ld boy she was boarding were missing the best years of his life. She
felt that when he was older and in high school, the boy would do
things which the parents would find inexplainable because they were
not living with the child when he was foming his patterns of behavior.
The boarding mother stated that the ysars for character farmation are
the first five and the child's own parents would have missed them all,
if they eontinue to board the child in a boarding home until he starts
to sehool.

In another foster family, the boarding mother stated that the
seven year old boarding ehild would eat food until he vomited. Con=-
sequently, they were careful not to let him have too much food at one
meal. The foster mother wondered if perhaps the child's hearty appetite

might not be a method of eompensation for his feelings of insecurity.
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One of the older boarding mothers spoke with sympathy of
girls who 'get in trouble', If she had the money, she would like to
start a home for them to give unwed mothers a place to live where they
would have a chance 'to make a go of it' without being eondemned as
bad. This boarding mother stated that she felt the girl's own parents
in such a situation were basically at fault by not giving them the proper
instrustion and a wholescme exsmmple at hcme, rather than letting them
learn the facts of life from their friends or in schools The foster
mother also felt that the boy was as much to blame in such cases as
the girl, but the girl had to bear the brunt of the social critieism
because she carried the child and no one knew who the father was or
condexned him.

These caments were representative of those made about child
guidance during the home interviews. One mother spoke of sendi ng to
the Children's Bureau in Washington for the government publications
on ehildren and smother mentioned that she had found Dr. Spook's book
on c¢hild care in the Pocket Edition of great help. Several of the
boarding mothers stated that they were probably much more lenient with
the boarding children than their own pearents would be.

One boarding mother felt that what the boarding child needed
most was scme outside person to talk to her and help straighten the
girl out. Another boarding mother stated that a religious home is
the best environment for a child to grow up ine Two of the boarding
mothers hesitated tc show too much affection for the boarding ehildren
because they felt that this would tend to make it harder for the chilad
to understand when he was taken from the boarding homse.

One of the boarding mothers stated that she always gave the board-
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ing children a variety of toys and playthings wkich kept him in=-
terested and happy. Consequently, she never had any trouble with
her personal possessions being broken, Another boarding mother said
that she did not bslieve in removing ashtrays and knick-knacks from
the tables. Instead, she taught the boarding children that these
things were not to be disturbed, and that they had their own things
with which to play. This boarding mother also felt that it vas im-
portant to be firm with a child in what he could do and not do, or
he lost all respect for the adult. Another boarding mother also felt
that you must be firm with children and they won't run wild away from
home if they are handled sensibly at home. During another interview,
the boarding mother stated that you didn't need to be strict with child-
ren to make them mind, but rather, it must be made clear to them where
they stand and what you expect of them. This mother felt that it was
unfair to burden a ehild with adult problems which he could not understand,
because they only confuse and upset the childe One of the boarding
mothers stated that she did not believe in spanking children unless
other methods have bcen tried, first. Another boarding mother spoke of
a three year old boy she had boarded whose parents could not manage.
However, the boarding mother would just tell the child that unless he
minded her, he couldn't go out and play with the other boys. She
found that this method of handling the aituation was suceessful and she
never had to spank him. In emother home, the boarding child reported
to the boarding mother that her own mother stole articles from atorﬁ.
The boarding mother confronted the child's mother with this plece of in-

fomation which angered the weman. However, the boarding mother assured
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the boarding child that as long as she stayed in her home, she
would never be punished for telling the truth,

The problem of an allovance arose in one of the boarding homes
with an older girl. The boarding mother tried to give the boarding
ehild an allowance of $3 per week but discontinued it because the
girl did not know how to mansge the money. The family solved the
problem by allowing the girl to ask for money as she needs it, and the
situation is greatly improved. In another home, the boarding mother
stated that she gave the boarding ehild a quarter fcr each A she brought
home on report cards.

It is evident that each of tie twenty homes visited had a
slightly different situation, and for that reason the problems pre-
sented varied and the solutions to these problems and the theories of

child guidance held by each of the boarding mothere were of an individual

nature.,

Observed Relationships Between Foster Papents and Boarding Children:

In some of the 20 homes visited, the boarding children were
present for at least part of the interview. The casual relationships
observed between the foster parents end the boarding children in the
hom® we e ineeach instance aprarently harmoniouse During one intervieww
the 17 year o0ld girl came in the back door Just as the interview was
ending. She called a cheery greeting to her foster mother as she entered
the door. Another foster family boarded three infants, who were seen.

The youngest baby was in a room adjoining the living
room and when she seemed to be getting quite restless,
Mrs. N went and got her and she rlayed happily on the
davenport next to Mrs. N the rest of the time I was

there. Mrs. N gave her a piece of cellaphane to play
with and talked to her occasionally. While we were
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talking, Janet, the sixteen month old girl awoke
from her nep and Mrs, N ealled to her son to put
her on the toilet chair and get her dressed, whieh
he did, and then carried her downstairs. Janet is
a pretty little girl with reddish blonde hair and
niee features., She came readily over to the daven=-
port and smiled shyly. bMrs. N said that she had
fourteen teeth alrsady. The little two year old
boy came downstairs soon after. he is a sturdy
looking youngstaer with unruly blond hair, and was
dressed in red overalls and a tee shirt. He was

a little shy about coming into the room and stood
by the window, elutching thi cur tain until he
finally ran over to Mrs. N,

Another boarding mother answered the door with the boarding ehild,
two year old Ann, with her. As I removed my coat, she introduced Ann
to me, urging the child to tell me her nemse, which she did.

The boarding child in the C home was present throughout the

interview,

Billy, the two year old boarding child played
nearby throughout the interview., Occasionally,
he came over to the boarding mother and put his
arms about her neck or called to her about scme-
thing. Mra. C seemed to have a very nice re-
lationship with the child, answering his ques-
tions and being very interested im him, without
overdoing it. when she asked him to do some=
thing, he did it willingly.®

Billy's behavior could be contrasted with that of the two year old boy

boarded by the E family,

Johnny, the two year old boarding ehild, was present
during the interview, He is a thin blonde boy with

big blue eyes. Le wWas quite demanding of Mrs. E's
attention during our eonversation, crying twice,

asking to be helg, and poking at her face and eyes while
we were talking,

lCase No. 1. Appendix, p. 69.
2Case No. 2. appendix, p. 72.

5Case No., 3. Appendix, p. 75.
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When the visit was made to the F home, Mrs. F openecd the
door and then went to see what was wrong with the baby who was erying
in the bedroom.,

She returned with the 10 months o0ld child in her
arms. The child had ceased crying and was very
good throughout the imterview, laughing and play=-
ing with her toys. Just before I left, the three
year old boarding ehild awoke from her nap and came
into th® room. She had blonde, natu-ally curly hair
and deep dimples when she smiled., Although shs ap-
peared to be rather shy and sat e¢lose to Mrs, F

on the davenport, she talked a little to me and
eventually came over and showed me her recipe, of
which she is very proud. Most of the time she was
in the room, however, she loiked at magagines or
played nicely with the baby.

In each of these homes, the relationship between the foster

mother and the boarding children was aprarently a pleasant one.

Satisfactions realized by boarding parents:

It is diffic.lt to determmine exactly what rewards are to be
found boarding c¢hildren. For each of the foster families, the place of
the boarding child in the home may be a little different and may have a
different meaning for them,

One of the chief satisfactions mentioned by the boarding mothers
was the realization that they were of assistance in helping a child to
grow up normally in a pleasant, happy environment. Five of them felt
that the boarding children under their eare had improved in their be-
havior and general adjustment in a way which would not have been possible
otherwise. One of the older boarding mothers stated that she had boarded

more than twenty-three children in the last eighteen years and had enjoyed

1
Case No. 6. Appendix, p. 83.
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every one of them. She spoke with pride of the ones who now had
child 'en of their own to care for and said she still received letters
from many of them addressed to 'Mom and Pop'., Several of the boarding
mothers spoke critically of the abilities of the natural parents to
care for the children they boarded amd felt that they had a definite
responsibility in assuming the role of parents for these e¢hildren whose
natural parents had failed to care for them properly, either intentione
ally or through ignorance. Although almost half of the boarding mothers
interviewed stated that they had begun to board ehildren for the money
received, after talking to each of them, it appeared that in almost
evary case there was a fundamental en joyment of ehildren. Even those
families who spoke at length of the problems they had with the board=
ing children seemed to be genuinely interested in helping the child
find a econstructive solution to his difficultye Two of the boarding
mothers mentioned that they would like to adopt a ¢hild. In one ease,
the femily wished to adopt the baarding child. In the other case, the
family had no girls of their own and tne boarding mother expressed the
desire to adopt a little girl., Three of the boarding mothers stated
that the boarding child provided a playmate for their own ¢hildren, In
two cases, the primary satisfaction seemed to eome from the pride felt

in being able to successfully handls the boarding ehildren.
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4. Charges for boarding children
5. Problems encountered in boarding children
6, Concepts of child guidance held by the boarding parents
7. Length of time boarding children have been in the home
8. Observed relationships between boarding parents and

foster children
9. OSatisfactions realized by boarding parents

The material used from the record files of the Michigen Depart-
ment of Social Welfare was compared with figures for the total number
of independent boarding homes in the state of Lichigan and with national
figures, whenever possible. Tables were made illustrating these com-
parisons, The material used from the inmterviews of the 20 familie; il-
lustrated the topics discussed with definite examples of specifie in-
cidents,

It was found that 34 of the boarding fathers and 39 of the
boarding mothers were between 30 and 5C ycars o age.

Ten to 12 grades of school had been completed by 24 of the board-
ing fathers and 22 of the boarding mothers.

The breadwinners in almost half of the boarding homes, 24, fell
in the skilled and semi-skilled ocoupational groupe.

The median income earned by the husband in the independent board-
ing homes was $3658 yearly.

Of the 51 independent boarding homes, 43 were of the Protestant
faith, the others were Catholic. No Negro homes were found,

There was a total of 90 own ehildren in the 51 independent
boarding homes of Ingham County at the time this study was made. There
were about 100 boarding echildren in these boarding homes.

The greatest number o own children, were from 8-10 (18 cases)
years of age while the greatést number, (25) of boarding ehildrem were

from two to four years of agee.
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Chapter V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study was to discover certain di stinguishing
characteristics of the persons who becume boarding home parents in
the independent boarding home situation and to discover what were the
contributing factors which influenced these persons to become boarding
home paremts., Some attempt was also made to evaluate the boarding home
situation in terms of the moblems resented, the reasons given for
placing children in the independent boarding homes, and the relative
success of the arrangement.

Two methods were used in collecting material for the study. First,
the file records of the Michigan Department of Social VWelfare were studied
for each of the 51 independent boarding homes in Ingham County, lMiehigan.
The material obtaimed from this source included:

1, Ages of the boarding parents

2. Education of the boarding parents

3. Occupation of the boarding father

4, Yearly income of the boarding family

5. Religion and race of the boarding parents

6. Number of own children and boarding children

7. Ages of own and boarding childrem

8. Reasons given for boarding children by the boarding

parents.

Secondly, a sample of 20 families was chosen at random according to
geographical location in the county to be interviewed. These twenty
femilies were visited over a period of 29 days. The interview was planned
to last approximately an hour. These factors were discussed with each
of the boarding mothers visited:

1. Reasons for beginning to board childream

2. How the boarding parents first learned about boarding

ehildren
3. Reasons given by the natural parents for boarding their

children in these homes,
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4., Charges for boarding children
S. Problems encountered in boarding children
6. Concepts of child guidance held by the boarding parents
7. Length of time boarding children have been in the home
8. Observed relationships between boarding parents and

foster children
9. Satisfactions realized by boarding parents

The material used from the record files of the Michigan Departe
ment of Social Welfare was compared with figures for the total number
of independent boarding homes in the state of Liichigan and with national
figures, whenever possible. Tables were made illustrating these com-
parisons. The material used from the interviews of the 20 familiea' il-
lustrated the topics discussed with definite examples of specifie in-
eidents.

It was found that 34 of the boarding fathers and 39 of the
boarding mothers were between 30 and SC ycars of age.

Ten to 12 grades of school had been completed by 24 of the board-
ing fathers and 22 of the boarding mothers.

The breadwinners in almost half of the boarding homes, 24, fell
in the skilled and semi-skilled ocoupational group.

The median income earnced by the husband in the independent board-
ing homoﬁ was $3658 yearly.

Of the 51 independent boarding homes, 43 were of the Protestant
faith, the others were Catholie. No Negro homes were found,

There was a total of 90 own e¢hildren in the 51 independent
boarding homes of Inghem County at the time this study was made, There
were about 100 boarding echildren in these boarding homes.

The greatest number o own children, were from 8-10 (18 cases)

years of age while the greatést number, (25) of boarding ehildren were

from two to four years aof age.
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A total of 69 reasons was given by the boarding psrents for be-
ginning to board children. The reason given most frequently, (21)
was to supplement the family income. The next most frequent reason
given (18) was for the companionship a boarding child would afford.

The reasons given by the boerding parents in the 20 home inter-
views for beginning to board children cemt ered around the extra money
(9) and family companionship (9). Five of the boarding mothers had
specific uses planned far the added income from boarding children.

The boarding parents first learned about boarding ehildren from
neighbors or relatives in 9 cases. The two reasons given most often
by the parents of the boarding e¢hildren for placing thelir children in
these homes we @ divorce and both parents working.

The most frequent problems occurring with the boarding children
were thumb-sucking (2 cases), bed-wetting, (3 cases) and securing the
child's obedience (3 cases). At least 15 of the 20 mothers interviewed
revealed some knowledge of basic concepts of child guidance,

The boarding mothers charged an average of around 32 a day
for day care and about $12 a week far full time care, In the majority
of those homes boarding full time, some arrangement was made for the
natural parents to take the boarding children for at least part of one
day each weake

The satisfectiocns found in boarding children mentioned were the
feeling that the boarding family was of importance in helping a child
achieve a normal, happy childhood by giving him a substitute home and
the en joyment gained by the boerding family in having the boarding
child in the home, Her own self-development was mentioned by one

boarding mother and pride in the ability to handle ckildrem was mentioned
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twice.
It is impossible to draw any definite conclusions about the
situation in the independent boarding home in general from so small
a group. However, certain possible characteristiecs should be noted.

l, It appears that persons unier 30 and ovar 50 years of age do
not tend to bec me boarding home perents. Almost 75 percmnt of the in-
dependent boarding home parents in Ingham County were between 30 and
50 years of age.

2. The percentage of independent boarding home perents with incomes
between $2000 and $4000 a year was 72.5 percent compered to 41,3 percent
of the families in the United States earning between $2000 and $4000 per
year. There may be several reasons to account for the larger number of
independent boerding homes falling in this income bracket. It is pos=-
sible that fewer persons in the higher income brackets, from $4000 up,
board children because there is less need to supplement the family
ine-me and consequently, they do not eonsider boarding children for
the extra money unless there is some other reason such as the desire for
the ecmpanionship of a child, to motivate these homes to board children,

3« It would avrpear that most independent boarding homes ere licensed
to care for one oar two children. Thirty-eight of the boarding homes
in Ingham County were licensed far those numbers. No homes in Ingham
County were licensed for more then four children, and only 11 homes in
the state of Michigan were licensed for more then four children. It
is stated in the boarding homs laws that no homes shall be licensed for
more than four children, except under special circumbtances.

4. Evidently, the independent boarding hame parents prefer boarding

pre-school children. Fifteen of the 20 families interviewed stated
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this preference. The reasons given for preferring younger children
were that they mesented fewer problems and that they went to bed
earlier thus giving the boarding mot her mare time to be with her own
family in the evenings. Also, there wuld scem to be a greater need
for pre-school children to be boarded during the day time then for child-
ren who are in school all day.,

S The need for the natural mother of the boarding children in
the independent boarding homes to work is the chief reason given by
the real mothers for boarding thelr children. This includes cases where
both parents are working (10) and cases where the divorced mother is
working (9). Nany of the board rng mothsrs were not in sympathy with
this reason, This feeling on the part of the boerding mother could
partly be due to hostility or feelings of resentment that these women
are able to work outside of the home &end they resent the fact that they
are not able, for various reasons, to & so, also. Another reason for
the hostile feelings expressecd between the boarding mothers and the
real parents of the boarding children could be the sympathy felt by
the boarding mothers far the children bcarded in her home, and resent-
ment thet the child's own parents will not assume the parental responsi-
bility of making a home for the child.

6. It wuld appear that mare problems occur in caring for boarding
children over seven years of age. Four families in the sample inter=-
view deseribesd serious problems wi th the boarding children. In each case,
the children were over seven years old. No serious problems were re-
ported with boarding children under seven years of age. It is possible
that the boarding parents do not recognize the symptoms of difficulties

Tresent in the younger children, and excuse behavior problems in a
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younger c¢hild that become more accentuated and mare dfficult to
handle in a child that is a little older.

7. It arpears that a high percemtage of boarding rarents show ine
aight into the needs of the children under their care. Fifteen of
the twenty femilies intcrviewed mentioned concepts of chidd guidance
whieh they upheld. It would be di fficult, however, to ascertain what
the true child-guidence practices in the independent boarding hoame s
are likely to be.

8. The motives underlying tite boarding of children are probably
mixed. To earn extra inccme was the reason given by 21 independent
boarding parents of Ingham County on their original epplication to
board children., Some of the boarding mothers who had begun to board
children to supplement the family incoms stated specifically what things
they hoped to do with the extra momey. To help pay for the home or
help & husband just getting started were two of the reasons given,

Although the desire for extra income was the original motive in
boarding children, it wuld scem that these families continue to
board ehildren becsuse of a strong feeling for them. To even the most
casual observer, caring far children is a responsibility and a time-
consuming one. The money earned in this manner is not a large sum, in
comparison with the salaries offered in factories and stores. As one
boarding mother stated during the interview, "You'd have to love child-
ren to get intc this business in the first place." These women probably
must have realized before they began to board ckildren that the monetary
rewards would be relatively amall.

These women were apparently home loving women. The home visits
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revealed that most of the independent boarding homes were neat and
well cared for., Sleds and other playthings were in evidence but
the homes had a comfortable, lived in appearance. Often, if the
boarding children were present during the interview, soms evidence
of the affection they had for the boarding mother would be shown.

9. The problems presented by the boarding children were those often
associated with feelings of insecurity such as bed-wetting, lying and
obvious resentment. In all but a very few instances, the boarding
mother was concerned fa the child's welfare when there were problems,
and enxious to help him overcome the difficulty. Several of the - |
mothers asked questions during the interview about ways to me et certain

speci fic problems.

Suggestions for future study:

A camparison of the licensed and unlicensed independent boarding
homes could be made. An analysis of the qualities of each would be
of value in determining what qualifications are essential to obtain a
license to board children. This analysis would mrovide further criteria
for evaluating the boarding home laws whiech contain certain qualifications
for boarding homes to be licemnsed.

A survey of the persons who have children in independent boarding
homes would be of velus in determining what part of the population is
served by the independent boarding home and what reasons make it es-
sential for certain persons to place their ehildren in a substitute

home .

A large scals study of the indevendent boarding home parents of
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the state of lichigan, rather than from a single county, would give
more complete information regarding the characteristies of persons

becoming boerding home parent s.
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MICHIGAN STATE COLLEGE
EAST LANSING

February 14, 1950

SCHOOL OF HOME ECONOMICS
DEPARTMENT OF HOME MANAGEMENT
AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Mrs. John Doe
238 Arlington Drive
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Mrs. Doe:

I am @ student at Michigan State College and as a part of my work
I am meking a study of the independent boarding home program in
this ecounty., The study is being done with the approval of the
Michigan Department of Social Velfare and the Child Development
Department at Michigan State College,

Besause you have had valuable experience in working with children,
would you be willing to spend about an hour with me, talking

about your work? Before I come out, I shall telephone you and

we can arrange a time which will be convenient. I shall appreciate
any help which you will be able to give me.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Fuller, Graduate Student
Department of Home Management and
Child Development

Approved by:

Dr, Irma Gross, Head
Department of Home Management
and Child Development
Michigan State College

Mr. Donald W, DeVinney

Distriet Conmultant

Children's Division

Michigan Department of Social ¥Welfare
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SAMPLE INTERVIEW DATA S{sXT

Case number of family .
Date of interview .
Length of time of interview .
Femily now boards children, age .
Family boards children full time,
day care
both
Famlly has boarded present children since .
Family has been boarding children =ince .

Reasons given by mother for beginning to board children:

Husband wants boarding children in home.
dossn't mind
doesn't want

Own children's relastionship with boarding children in home:

Mother prefers to board school age children,
infants
pre=school

Mother has no  problems with the boarding children which are dif-
some ferent from those she has with own
many children,

Financial arrangement with own parents

This plan has worked wsut well,
has not

Members of foster family:
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SALPLE FAIILIES

Case Type of Amount eharged No. of own No. of boarde
No. ILicense Incoms Yeerly far board children ing children
in home in home
1 full $3500 $15 week 4 3
2 day £3240 $ 2 day 2 1
3 full $3600 $15 week 2 1
4 both $3380 $12.50 wk, full 2 2
# 9.00 wk, day
5 full $5000 $11 week 3 1
(3 day $3600 $10 week 2 2
7 both £3600 $10  wk. full 2 2
$ 1.50 day, day
8 full $1820 $12 week 1 0
9 full $2880 $ 2 a day by week 2 3
10 full $3380 $12 week 0 0
11 day $3120 $ 5 week (mornings 2 1
only)
12 full $2860 $2 day 1 0
13 day $2640 $8 week 2 0
14 full $3000 $12 week 2 1
15 day $3500 $7.50 week 2 2
16 full $2160 $10 weeak 2 2
17 full $3840 $ 3.50 week 3 1
18 full $2400 none 0 1
19 day $3000 $ 1.50 day 3 0
20 day $2600 $ 1.50 day 1 0
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This foster home is boarding three pre-school
children. The two year o0ld boy has beem with
the family a year because his parents are di-
vorced and his mot her must work, The sixteen
months old girl was placed in February, 1950
far the same reason., The & x months old baby
girl has lived in the boarding home far five
months because her unmarried mother is working.

Family Members: Case 1
Mr, N, = 45 years old

mlo N - 45

Son - 20

Son - 18

Daughter - 15

Son = 10

The N home was located in one of the older middle class residential
sections of the eity. The N house was a large two story ivory clap-
board with en enclosed porch across the front. The small front year had
grass growing in it and the family eollie lay on the front steps.

The front door opened into the porch which had a cot made up on it and

a few other pieces of furniture. The living room was a large one, running
the width of the house., The furniture was well-worn but suitable and

in taste. 4 large davenport stood against ons wall. In front of the
fireplace stood a coffee table with several china figures of horses.
Large mateching square easy chairs were on each side of the fireplace.

Two ar three other overstuffed chairs and tables were arranged around

the room. The windows had glass curtains and drapes of a flowered peach
material.

Mrs. N is a tall blonde womean with lerge bones. Her blue eyes and

fair colaring make her appear very Nordie, though her famkly is of English
extraction. She was clad in a lavender cotton dress, no stoekings and
gabardine scuffies. Mrs. N greeted the interviewer with a pleasant
smile and took her coat into the other rosm. When she returned they sat
down, sd began to talk when her son returned. He was introduced to the
interviewer and then handed hie mother a hill. She explained with a
smile that he had just purchased his first tailored to order suit and
she wasn't sure how he was going to like it. Roddy is 18 years old, a
very well dressed, handsome young man with dark colaring, resembling his
father to a great extent. Mr. N came downstairs about at this time and
was introduced. He is a tall man, very young lcoking for his age. He
went back upstairs almost immediately while Roddy sat down and 1li stened
to our conversation for fifteen ar twenty mimutes.

Mrs. N first started boarding children about seven years ago. She did
not realize that a license was needed and boarded children for some little
time before the welfare office called her and made the investigation

and gave her her licemse. Mrs. N started to board children because she
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liked them and her youngest ehild was pest the baby stage and she en=-
joyed caring for a baby. She boarded tihree children from one family for
about three years when she first started, At the present time, she

is caring for three youngsters: a little boy two, a girl 16 months

and a girl six months., She has had the two year old for a year, the
sixteen months o0ld girl for a week and the si x months old baby for five
months, Mrs. N said that most of the children she has boarded have been
placed because the parents are di vorced and the mother must wark, This
is the case for the two oldest children she now has, The mother of the
six months o0ld child is unmarried and is working to support him. Mrs,.
N usually eharges the parents $15 a week for full tims care, or $2.50 a
day. If the children go home for the week end she makes a reduction.
She said that formerly she didn't make any reduction but found that the
parents were more willing to teke their children for pert of the week
end if it didn't cost them so mueh, Mrs. N is charging the mother of
the six months old baby only $8 a week because she feels that the young
mother can't afford aeny more than that and she wants to keep the child.
She said that she has never had any trouble with the parents not paying
her and can only remember losing about one or two weeks board in all

the time she has been boarding ehildren. She said the mother of the
youngest child she has now is behind tut she isn't worrying about it de-
eause she knows it will be paid when the mother is able to do so.

The youngest baby was in a room adjoining the living room and when she
seemed to be getting quite restless, Mrs. N went end got her and she
played happily on the davenport next to Mrs. N the rest of the time 1
was there., The baby is an extremely attractive little girl with very
dark eyes and hair, end aniled and cooed as she looked about, Mrs. N
said she is a very good child end that she has never had any trouble
with her. The mother visits the home frequently to sze her baby. blirs.
N said that the mother is also willing to come out end care for all of
her boarding children if she wants to get away for an afternoon or on
Sundeys. She said with a smile, that things worked both ways, meaning
that even though the mother was behind in her board payments, she and
Mrs. N were working together. Mrs. N feels that it is too bad that the
girl's mother won't help her care for the child or that the welfare de-
partment can't & something to help her along financially as she doesn't
want to give the baby up.

Mrs. N sald that she definitely mreferred boarding rre-school children,
particularly babies. Right now, she is hoping to take another c¢hild
under a year old as she can have two of that age. lirs, N said that

she is always willing to take a child in en emergency as she can al=
ways find room for one more and has done this on more than one occasion.
Mrs, N stated that her own four children enjoy the boarding children ime
mensely end get very attached to them. She said that her fifteen year
0ld daughter particularly en joyed caring for the children and always
felt badly when they left the homs. 1irs. N said that she can sce her
daughter telling herself that next time will be different but after they
get a new baby and he has been in the home for a week ar two, the daughter
cares as much for him as she did the last ones. “rs. N's children and
husband are very cooperative about helping with the childreny While the
interviewer was there, Janet, the sixteen month old girl awoke from her
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nap and Mrs. N called to Roddy to put her on her toilet chair and get
her dressed whioch he did, and them carried the child downstairs., Janet
is a pretty 1little girl with a little reddish blond hair and nice
features. She was dressed in pastel corduroy overalls and a tee shirt.
She came readily over to the davenport and smiled shyly., Mrs. N said
she has fourteen teeth already. The little two y.ar old boy came down-
stairs soon after. He is a sturdy looking youngster with unruly

sandy hair, dressed in red overalls end a tee shirt. He was a little
shy about eoming intc the room but finally ran over to Mrs. N,

Mrs. N stated that she didn't care what religion the parents of the
children she boarded had, though the N family is Catholie. BMrs, N

ocould recall only two children who were Catholie that she has boarded.
She had a Mexican baby at one time and religion and color don't make a
bit of difference if the baby needs a home and she can make room for him,

Mrs. N stated that she has had very few problems with the children she
has boarded. They have all eaten well and gotten along with both the
fanily and the other boarding children. She said she has had trouble
with some of them sucking their thumbs or fingers, a problsm she never
had with her own ehildren, but she always felt that they would outgrow
it or just stop when they got used to living in the N home,

Mrs, N felt a fow years ago that her youngest son, Tommy, was too shy
and retiring. He got interested in the Y.M.C.A. activities for boys his
age and developed swimming ability and other sports down there which she
thinks has benefited him. He is also a boy scout member and she was
gratified when the pack leader told her that Tommy was the best be=-
haved boy in the pack. Mrs. N feels that you must be firm with children
and that they won't run wild if they are handled sensibly at home. She -
said that Tommy used to go to the Y.M, and stay away and miss his meals.
She warned him several times that he couldn't do this and finally had

to give him a paddling before he learned his lesson. Mrs. N said that
perhaps she isn't as patient with older children as she might be, and
that she for this reason avoids boarding older children.

Mrs. N felt that perhaps she could get the children out of doors more
than she does but she finds it hard to find the time to be out with them
with so many. Her oldest boy is 20 and goes out to the college, Roddy
the 18 year old works at the same place his father does, and the two
younger children are in school. lieals are on a shift basis because Mr,
N and Roddy must eat at different times due to their work. bdrs, N finds
that things work out better if she eats with the younger children and
then serves her husband and son later. ‘

Mrs. N was very interested in the other persons who are boarding ehildren
and asked what kind of homes they werz amd what kind of problems other
people had. She was imterested in the interview throughout and did her

best to be helpful.
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The two year old boy living with this foster
family has been wi th tnem since he was eight
weeks 0ld because his mother is working.

Family Members: Case 2
Mr, C « 30 years old

Mrs. C - 29

Twins = 7

The C home was located on a rather busy street one block from one of

the city's large mamifacturing eoncerns. The district was one of the
older residential sections and the C house was of white frame construc-
tion with a large porch in the front., It was set rather close to the
sidewalk but the backyard was large and had been fenced in. The exterior
was quite dirty appearing but this is to be expected in that section of
tO'n.

The front door opened directly into a good size living room with the
usual pieces of frniture: & large davenport, easy chair, several o¢=-
casional chairs, bookcases, family photographs, and the like. It was a
eamfortable room, neat and tidy, but did not refleet outstanding taste,
although it was very pleasant.

Mrs. C opemed the door with a cheery gre6iing end led the way into the
room. She excused herself to return to the kitchen where the board-

ing c¢hild was having a glass of juice and called to the interviewer to
take off her coat. In a minute she called again to come out to the
kitehen. A pot of cof ’es was brewing on the stove and Mrs. C got out
cups and saucers and rut some cookies on a plate which were enjoyed
while she talked. Billy, tie two year old boarding c¢hild played about
on the floor and at the table during the conversation. Irs. C was a
pretty young woman in her late twenties. Her thick dark hair, dark

eyes and flashing smile made her very attractive. She wore a dark

crepe dress with a flowered cotton apron over it, stockings and sandals.
Mrs. C was expecting a baby in March and talked about the coming event.
She was going to a baby shower that evening. Billy played nearby through=-
out the interview. Occasionally he came over to the boarding mother and
put his arms about her neck or called to her about something. MNrs, C
seemed to have a very nice relationship with the ehild, answering his
questions and being very interested in him wi thout over doing it. When
she asked him to do something, he dd it willingly.

The C's have boarded Billy since he was eight weeks old. They have him
in the day time only. He was the only child they had ever boarded. The
fanily started to board children when Mr. C returned to college after
the war and they needed the extra money. Lrs. C did not want to work -
outside of the hume because of her own children, twins, now seven years
old. Consequently, she knew of a neighbor who had boarded children and
applied for a license. The family really feels that Billy is ome of

the family beceuse he has been with them for so long. Irs. C toilet
trained him and helped him learn to walk. She said that he used to call
her mommy like her own children did but that she felt it wasn't fair to
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his own mother so she encourages the child to call her Leta and har
husband Bunecky.

The C family enjoys having Billy around the house and he is treated
much as if he were actually their own. Mr. C enjoys romping with the
little boy and he in particular, is interested in the e¢hild's develop=-
ment because he missed the early childhood of his own twins when he

was away in the army. Mrs. C appears to enjoy the companionship which
the e¢hild affords. She spoke of planning her housework in such a manner
that she and Billy can take a walk on nice afternoons. She mentioned
several times how easy he is to care for and how intelligent he is. He
seems to be very interested in books and played with several during the
interview, using them in a variety of ways.

Billy's mother warks during the day and for that reason finds it necessary
to board him. Mrs. C plans to leave him with her mother when she goes

to the hospital in March, but will continue to board him after she is
home again., She sald that she felt that it was easier to work with and
train a boarding child than your own because with someone else's child

it is much easier to be objective and to understand him. Mrs. C voiced
no compleints against Billy's mother, saying that she paid her promptly,
kept Billy well clothed and didn't feel that it was any of her business

to pry further into thw woman's affairs. Mrs. C charges §2 a day for
caring far Billy. She said that they ocould always use the money which
they got for boarding Billy. For instence, they found it necessary to
install a bathroom downstairs. This, plus other expenses which they found
have arisen after purchasing their present home, have taken care of any

extra funds,

Mrs. C seemed to be acquainted with many modern concepts of child guidance.
She said she had sent to Washington for the "Your Child From Six to
Twelve™ booklet and Dr. Spock's pocket book on child care was in the
bookcase, lirs, O stated that the girl twin was a trifle taller than

the boy twin and people had mentioned it enough to the boy that he

was self-conscious about it and so she has tried to give him extra at-
tention in other ways so that he won't feel insecure and not 'good
enough'. She also said that she tried not to show too much affection

for the boarding child because for awhile he did not want to leave her

at night and she felt that this might be the reason and so she avoids

too much displsay.

Mrs. C spoke with pride of her husband's job as well as of his position
in the city sports program, & splaying severgl trophies on the book-
shelf. She was snxious that the interviewer stay long enough to see
the twins after she had voiced an interest in them. It scemed that lirs.,
O is deeply happy with her little family and takes a good deal of pride
in all of them, including the boarding ehild.

Mrs. C's sister and her two children came during the interview but left
soon after. Ricky, the boy twin, came home from school just before the
interviewer left. He was a handsome, dark-haired youngster, rather shy,
and dressed in blue jeans. As the interviewer left the home, a darke
haired 1little girl, evidently the other iwin, spoke to her from the side-

walk,
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This interview took about an hour. The interviewer felt it was very
satisfactory and that Mrs. C was a woman capable of a great deal of
giving and that she must make an excellent mother,
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This foster family has boarded the two
year old boy since Jamary, 1948 because
both his parents are working.

Family Members: Case 3
Mr. E - 45 years old

Mrs, E - 39

Daughter = 15

Daughter = 8

Niece - 17

The E family home was located in a semi-commercial district on one

of the main streets of Lansing. Across the street from the house

was a school and next door to that was a drughstore. In the blocks
directly behind the £ house was a nice residential section. The E
home was a rather large w:ite shingle house with a large lawn and
shrubs around the front porch. The yard and home were well eared for.

The interior of the home had been recently redecorateds The front door
opened directly into the long living room-dining room which was done in
a grey background with Chimese red accents, A piano, davenport, easy
chairs and tables were attractively arranged in blending colors. Two
of the lamps were Chinese in design and scme incense was burning in a
container on the shelf. The dining room table was covered with a
bright red clothewhich reached the floar.

Mrs. E was a fresh appearing wman with a busy manner. She was dressed
in a cotton house dress, stockings with runs in them, and sandals,
Johnny, the two year old child who is boarded, was present during the
interview, lirs. E's niece, a girl of about twelve, was also present in
the dining room, though she was not introduced and she did not enter
the conversation. Johnny is a thin, blonde little boy with big blue
eyes. He was quite demanding of Mrs. E's attention during our conversa-
tion, erying twice, asking to be held, eand poking &t her face and eyes
while sne was talking.

krs. E appeared to be very willing to talk about h:r experiences in
boarding children. This is the second marriage for h:r husband and one
of her husband's daighters by his first marriege boards children., Two
years ago, Mrs. E's stepdaughter was asked to board Johnny but was

unable to do so and suggested that the wuman call lrs. E. ITs. E thought
about it for awhile end finally decided to do so because of the need for
the extra income. Since that time she has taken other children for a
week or two while their mother was having a new baby, but Johnny is the
only child she has had over any period of time. The child is boarded
full time. Mrs. E charges %15 a week board and Johnny is taken for the
week ends. Johnny's parents wanted to board him at first because they
both wanted to work to pay for the large hospital bill w.ich occurred
when he was born. Lrs. E said that the child's father is a great sport's
fan and goes to many games throughout the year. He expects his wife to
accompany him, Johnny's mother enjoys working and evidently the couple
could afford to take tie boy back now but are reluctant to do so until
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tkte ckild has started school. The child's mother is a diasbetic, It
is she that pays his board bill from her salary., Johnny's parents are
quite friendly with the E's visiting in their home and having them at
their house, At Christmas time, they gave mesents to both of the E's,
Mrs. E stated that they have a roam in treir house fixed for the child
and have numerous toys suckL as a tricycle and the like, which the E's
cannot afford to buy. Consequently, Mrs. E talks during the week of
the fun Johnny cen have playing at home with his tricycle so that he
will not be too reluctant to leave them. She said that he always seems
very relieved to return to the E's on Sunday night.

Mrs. E said that her fanily and perticularly her husband enjoy having
Johnny with them. She said with a laugh that she thought you enjoy

and appreciate children even more when ycu are older than you did when
you were younger and struggling to meke a go in life. The eight year
old daughter particularly feels that Johnny is her little brother and
he often goes over in the morning and crewls in bed with her. She said
that the two of them used to share a room but they kept each other awake
talking and giggling so they sleep in separate rooms now. Every once
in awhile, Mrs. E suggests that tiey let Johnny go back to his own parents
but her children jJust dcn't want to sce him go and feel as though it
would be like sending one of them away. Mrs. E stated that Johnny is

a very bright child and she has never had any trouble with him. She
feels that his own mother is too strict with the boy but she has taught
him to mind and the parents thank her frequently for what she has done
for the child, Johnny still wets the bed &t night but lMrs. E feels he

will outgrow thise.

Mrs. E felt very strongly that Johnny's own parents are missing the best
years of his 1ife. She felt that wien he is older and in high school,
he will start doing things that tiey will find unexplainable because
they were not living with him when he was forming his patierns of be-
havior. She said that t!s years far character formation are the first
five and they will have missed them all, if che keeps Johnny until he
starts school, as they wish her to do.

Johnny was dressed in blue jeans and a little sweater. His own parents

buy all of his clothing end Mrs. E feels that they keep him well dressed.
She mrefers to board younger childrem, though she feels that tney are

a definite responsibility. She said that Johnny had had a lot of sick=
ness with infected t-nsils and adenoids and several ear inmfections. She

has kept him during all of these bouts and felt that it was a responsibility
to have this worry with somecne else's child. However, they have en-

joyed the ecompeny of the child and she feels that it is worthwhile.



77

The two year 0ld boy in this boarding home
has lived wi th the foster family since

June, 1949 because his parents are divorced.
The nineteen months old girl was placed in
January, 1950 because both her parents were
working.

Family Members: Case 4
Mr, T = 43 years old
Mrs. T. - 40
Son = 16
Son - 13

The T home was located in ome of the older residential sections of two
story wooden construction homes. The T house was a two story white
"elapboard with a poreh running across the front eand down one side. The
yard appeared to be a fairly large one and the.e were some bushes and
plantings around the side. A glider was on the front parch.

The front door opened directly into a small ball wiich adjoined the
dining room. Beyond that was the living room wt:ich had aqua painted
walls, a blue plush davenport and matehing chair, a coffee table with
an aqua mirror in it in front of the davenport, a knee-hole desk in

the carner, other tables, and numerous family photos on shelves and on
the desk. Three luminous children's pictures were on the wall., Dotted
swiss curtains were at the windows. The room was neat and elean, though
the walls were somewhat cracked and chipped. Mrs. T mentioned during
the interview that they were hoping to have the walls redons soone

Mrs. T was a plump young locking woman with reddish hair and blue eyes.
She was ¢lad in a pink rayon blouse, grey creps skirt, stockings, and
brown platform sandals. She was interested in helping as ruch as
possible and told several aneedotes in relation to things which she was

telling.

Mrs, T started to board childrem during the war, she imagined it was
about five years ago. She had gotten a job in one o the defense in-
dustries, working the opposite shift from her husband so that one of
them could be home with her two boys at all timss. Her husband did

not like the idea of h-r working outside of the home and told her she
could 4 enything, piecework at home or what ever she liked, Just so

she wouldn't work out. Mrs. T decided to start boarding children. When
she first started boarding, Mrs. T did not need a license but be-

cause of a fire out near the edge of town where several children were
burned, a licenss was required soon after she started to board. Mrs.

T did not know of the new regulation however, until one of her neighbors
®ho boerded children asked her if she had one and told her that they
were needed. This neighbor was unable to be licensed herself because
the welfare office felt that she was too nervous to be caring for ehildren.
Mrs, T, however, called the welfare office and she was approved and li-

censed.
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At the present time, Mrs. T is boarding two children, one day care and
one full time. The little boy, two years old, began to board day

care with the Ts last June. About in September, his parents separated
and divorced, and since that time, Mrs. T has had the child full time,
His board bill is paid by the father who evidently has custody of the
child, but his motner calls and comes to see him regularly. Mrs, T
has an apartment upstairs whici she rents and which the child's mother
would like to have but Mrs. T feels that this would be & very unsatise
factory arrangement and d&es not c:onsider the possibility. She pAanned
to keep the little boy until June, and was not certain that she would
keep him after that, or not, because she loved to go fisahing and places
with her family in the sumer which she could not do if she had the
boarding child. Mrs. T was also boaerding a nineteen month little girl
day care five and a half days a week. Both of the parents of this
child were working and she vas placed for that reason. Mrs. T has found
that a great many of the children she has had have ccme from broken
homes, though she has had 8 me from femilies where both parents are

wcerking, also,

Mrs., T gensrally gets her children by putting an ed in the paper. She
felt that it was iuch harder to find children now than it was during the
war and had noticed that the papers are full of people who will care for
children. Mrs. T usually finds it much harder to find children to board
for day care than for full time. Iirs. T would prefer boarding children
for day care because ti.en she has her evenings to herself and she can
enjoy herself with her femily. She felt that caring for other people's
children is a definite responsibility end she is always more worried
about their physical well-being them she ever was about her own boys
because she would hate to have anything happen to the boarding child-
ren while they were in her care. rs. T prefers to board boys be-

cause she has had more experience with them and has boarded more boys
than girls. However, she always wented to have a little girl of her
own and en joys them, Mrs. T felt that boarding pre-school children

i{s mueh easier than boarding older ones bscause with a younger e¢hild
you can train them the way you want them %o act, wuile with an older
child that already has his ways of behaving formed, it is much harder
to restrain theme Ulrz. T felt that it is very important to train child-
ren in the right ways while they are young s that then they grow up
they will be desirable men and women, DMNrs. T stated that unless you
were firm with a child in what he could do and not do, he lost all re-
spect for you. Mrs. T stated that this did not mean being too striet
or harsh, but meking sure the child knew the difference between right

and wronge.

Mrs., T said that her own boys were very g-od with the boarding children
and were willing to stay with them when she went to church or to a
movie. The two year old boy seams like one of the family to them and
often asks during the day "When are Ray and George coming hcme?™

Mrs. T felt that boarding children has been very rewarding to her as

well as helping someone else out. She said that she has a very quiek
temper and she has learned from her contacts with the boarding parents
not to say aything that comps into her mind. She also feels that she
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has more patience and understanding from caring for the boarding
children,

Mrs. T charges $9 per week far day cere. (53 days) and $12.50 a week
for full time care. brs, T has had occasional trouble being paid for
bher children. On ones occasion, she told a woman that she would keep the
children's clothing until she paide On another occasion, the mother
took the children and almost a year later she got a note and the board-
ing money from the grandmother who said that she had just learned of

the debt and was sorry it had gone for so long.

The boarding children often bring their own toys with them. At the
present, toys belonging to the two year old boy are =0 numerous that
Mrs, T has stored some of them in the atties She does not believe in
removing ashtrays and knick-knacks fram the tables tut rather teaches
the children that they are not to be disturbed end they must play with

their own things.
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The two-and-one-half year old girl board-
ing with this family has been in the home
since February, 1949, Her mother is
divorced and working.

Family Members: Case 5
Vr. G - 40 years old

Mrs, G - 37

Daughter 16

Son - 13

Daughter 10

The G home was located in an average, middle class neighborhood of story
and a half and two story wooden houses. The G house was a grey stone
one and a half story building with wiite wood trim. There was a porch
across the front. Due to the snow, it was difficult to tell what plant-
ings were around the house, though the yard was not large, the house
being built on a single lot.,

The front doar opensd directly into a long living roome The walls

were unpainted in a neuiral shade. The furniture was of good quality
and the room had a pleasant avpearance. The main color scheme was
carried out in aqua with three of the lamps being of this color and the
davenport was a deeper shade of blue-green. A breakfront was along
one wall, a piano, two or three easy chairs and occasional tables fur-
nished the room. The room was very neat and clean.

Mrs. G opened the door herself after repeated ringing of the bell and
finally knocking. Ann, the two and one half year old boerding child’
acecompanied her, lrs. G is a pleasant looking waman with amooth browm
hair and blue eyes. She ware an aqua polka-dot dress, stockings, and
tan shoes. As the interviewer remover her ecoat, she introduced Ann to
her, urging the c¢hild to tell her her neme, which she did in a low
voice. After the interviewer sat down and had begun to talk to Mrs. G,
Ann dbrought her basket of pebbles over to show her. The child was dress-
ed in a fresh cotton dress and had a bright yellow ribbon tying back
her long curls., Her chin was a little chapped and she showed me her
'pimple’ on her chin, While Mrs. G and the interviewer talked, Ann put
various pebbles into the interviewer's hand. Some of them she sucked
on before giving trem to her, end then laughted when she found them wet.
She attempted to open her pocketbook but she eontinued to hold it and
Ann finally went over to ons of the drawers in the breakfront and took
out sume of her toys which she put on the floor and began playing.

Mrs. G appeared to be interested in the conversation and willing to tell
what she could. She has been boarding child.en for about five years,

she isn't sure exactly how long it has been. She had two little boys

for day care at first. At that time she dld not have a license, not know-
ing that she neceded one. After she eeased boarding these children, she
went down to the newspaver office to place an ad to board children and
they asked her if she had a license. This was the first she knew about

it and called the welfare of fice and was finally licensed, after a period
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of walting to be imterviewed. irs. G has been boarding Ann since
February, 1949. The child will be taree in June. Irs. G originally
started boarding children to have a companion for her boy. However,
she has had children younger than he and now feels that perhaps it is
better not to have a child his age, (he is 13 now) because she might
get one that would be a detrimenotal influence on him, The reason

she started to board Ann was because her oldest daughter wanted to get
a Jjob outside the home and birs. G t0ld her that she would board a
child and her daughter agreed to help her. The situation has worked
out fine and all of Mrs. G's fanily en joy Ann. She said that Mr. G
and Ann are very fond of each other. As an exanple, she said that when
Mr. G came homs from work that afternoon, he made himself a cheese
sandwich, Ann immediately asked to have some too. Lrs. G sald that
Ann is not particularly fond of chesse but because Mr. G liked it she
wanted some too.

Ann's mother is a very young woman in her early twenties. She is di=-
vorced and works to support herself and her e¢hild. She takes Ann on
Saturday evening after supper and keeps her over Sunday. iTrs. G said
that ehe would continue to keep tke e¢hild as long as her mother wanted
her to. 4 little later in the eonversation, however, she stated that
Ann was almost too large for her bed and when ske outgrew it, she felt
that she would have to give the child up. Mrs. G charges $11 per week
for full time care. The child goes home Seturday night and Sunday.

Mrs, G said that she did not have any special problems with Ann dif=-
ferent from her own children except that the child has a tendency to
suck her fingers, which worried her, She felt tuat when the 1little
girl was sucking her fingers she went into a sort of dream~like state
that was not real., She was anxious to break her of this habit and had
been putting mittens on the child's hands at night. Last week end,
however, she gave the mittens to the child's own mother for her to
wear at night, but the mother di d not put them on her. Consequently,
Mrs. G was rather discouraged as to how this rememdy would work out if
the mother would not cooperate with her on ite lrs. G asked the inter=-
viewer's opinion about the child's dreaminess when sucking her fingers,
and wondered if she thought this was logical or if she was just imagining
it. She said that when Ann first came to live with them, she used to
ask to go to bed at night and Mrs, G thinks that the reason she did so
was because she wanted to suck her fingers. She has ceased to ask to
go to bed now, though. Since the child has been wearing the mittens
at night, Mrs. G feels that she is much brighter and more alert to
what is going on. While Mrs, G and I were talking, Ann was playing
quietly on the floor. However, sie imterrupted the conversation to
point at the interviewer and say "I don't like that ledy". Mrs. G
told her that that wasn't nice end that she liked everybody. She them
went on to explain that Ann always imm:diately likes or dislikes every-
cne who com=8 into the home. She told of an incident a few weeks ago
when she had to call the doctor for one of her own e¢hildren. Ann took
an immediate liking for the man and pointed at him saying "I want to
kiss him"., Mrs. G said they had all gotten quite a laugh out of this.

Mrs. G said that she supposed the interviewer had noteced that Ann called
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her Mamer, ©She said that she encouraged the c¢hild to do so because
she didn't want to have hor feel any & fferent from her own child
and that Ann probably thninks she has two mothers but it is better for
her to feel that way than to feel that she didn't have any mother.,

Before the interviewer left, Ann went over and stcod in front of her
gaxing at her feet. Finally she pointed to them, saying delightedly,
"Look at that"™, The interviewer looked down and there was a large
puddle of water brought in by the snow clinging to her shoes. MNrs,

G said it was perfectly all right., Ann said that she wore boots when
she went out in the snow &nd went and got them and put them on. She
wore them about the living room and when Mrs., G's oldest daughter

came home, ren to show her her boots. IMrs. G's daughter came into the
living room and was introduced. She was a very pretity girl, neatly
dressed. She is a junior in high school. MNrs. G told her that the
interviewer was from the college and said "That is where you will be
going soon™, The girl sat down and talked for a few minutes before

the interviewer left, Ann ran over to the davenport where the interviewer
was sitting and took her pocketbook over to the girl, asking her to open
it. She told Ann to give it back to the interviewer, w.ich she did.

The interviewer told her that she wuld show her what was insi de, which
she did, After she had finished explaining what everything was, Ann
stood up and said "Give me some gum." The interviewer told her she

was sorry that she didn't have any. She walked away slowly saying

"But I want same™,

Mrs. G was very interested in learning what kind of people board child-
ren end how her homs eompares to others that had been visited.
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The two little girls, ten months old
and three years old, boarding with
this femily, were both placed in
September, 1949 because their parents
were both warking.

Family bembers: Case 6
lre F - 35 years old

Mrs, F - 31

Son - 12

Son - 11

The F home was located in a new development just outside the city
limitse The road on which it was located was an unpaved dirt lane.
The F house was a one story grey shingle with white trim. A flagstone
walk led up to the house and there were shrubs and rlants around the
edge of the house. A picture winiow was in the front.

Inside, the F home was small but attractively furnished in modern
pieces. The walls were painted a delpht blue. The small davenport,
and occasional cheirs were in harmonious colors. The room presented a
lived-in appearance with many magezines on the table, knitting and
yarn on the couch and a teeter-seat for the baby next to the radio.
The radio was playing softly throughout my visit,

Mrs. F opened the door and invited the interviewer to coms in and take
off her ocoat while she went to see what was wrong with the baby who
could be heerd crying in another room. lrs. F was a young appearing
woman with a rather long face, protruding teeth snd glasses. She was
clad in a black tweed skirt, grey sweater, aspron, socks and saddle
shoes. Her hair was in pin curls with a bandana around her head, She
apologized f r her halr later, saying that the next day was h.r wedding
anniversary and she had to wash her hair that day so that it would be
looking nice for the next evening.

Mrs. F returned with the ten month old boarding girl in her arms. The
child had ceased crying and was very g-od throughout the interview.,
laughing and playing with her toys. Just before the interviewer left,
the three year old boarding c¢hild awoke from her nav and came into the
room. She had blonde, naturally curly hair and deep dimples when she
smiled. Although she arpeared to be rather shy, she talked a little

and siiowed the interviewer her recipe, of which she was very proud. lost
of the time she was in the room, however, she looked at magazines or

played niecely with the baby.

Mrs. F appeared to be very interested in the interview and was cooperative
throughout the conversation. DBoth of the children she is boarding now
are being boarded in the daytime only, and week ends the paren.s teke
them, She has had both of the 1ittle girls since September. She plans
to keep the ten month old child until May and the three year old probably
until June. The family is planning & trip this summer and so she

does not plan to have any children with her during the summer months,
except that she has promised to take the three year old again for about
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two weeks during the sunmer when her parents have tahelr vacation,

She is plenning to take children again next fall, however, Mrs.

F receives $10 a week for each of the little girls. She stated,
however, that she boarded enildren mostly because she enjoyed them

and enjoyed their company when her family is gone all day. She has
two sons, eleven and twelve and she has been boarding ehildren ever
since they have been in school (about 5 years). She stated that she
liked to be kept busy and she found plenty of time to do her own
housework in between caring far the children., Mrs. F appeared to be

a woman of great vitality and interest in doing things. She s owed some
ski-gocks she had just crocheted for her boys. A rag rug in the next
room under the play pen she had made end al so a crocheted afghan on one
of the chairs. She and her husband had built the home they lived in
previously but it burned down end they bought their present structure.
However, they are planning to build again, possibly next year. She
and her husband have a hobby of developing and enlarging pictures. She
showed the enlarger her husband had made and several prints of the

boys and of herself. Mrs. F seemed to take a great deal of pride in
her fanily and home and en joys a number of activities with them.

Mrs., F stated that both of the children she is boarding now eome from
unbroken homes. She does not know why the children have becen placed
except that the mothers both seem to prefer to work rather than stay
home, Because Mrs, F loves her own home so much, this atti tude on

the part of the ehildren's real parents struck her as being a little
odd. She feels that they are missing the best years of their childrem's
lives. She does not feel that the parents are msking any money by the
time they pay their children's board bills and buy lunches out and
car-fare and other expenses which are necessary for working people.
Mrs. F seemed to be very fond of both of the little girls, end they
appeared to returm this affection. She said her husband and the boys
like the children and play with them. She was satisfied that she did
not have them week ends, howevar, because then she can devote herself
to doing things with her owmn family. She told of the little boy they
had boarded previously. The family had him for two years, taking him
when he was only about two weeks old. They had him full time, except
for week ends and were very attached to the ¢hild. When his real
parents moved out of town and tock him away, the whole family was
heartbroken. Nrs. F's two boys both eried and she stated she would
never keep a child that long again because she got too attached to him,

Mrs. F seemed to have sound ideas on child guidance. She said she
found it hard to understand how the boarding parents could talk to

her over the phone and bring their childrem out to her without ever
seeing her or her home. She felt that they were taking an awful chance
in what kind of care their ehildren might get. The mother of the ten
month old girl dresses her only in Dr. Denton's and Mrs. F felt that
the child is old enough to be wearing dresses and creepers. The child
is able to stand quite well when henging on to something and Mrs. F
felt that if the parents would provide some little shoes for her, she
would be able to go on and start walking. However, she hates to tell
the real parents how to raise their own children, feeling that they might
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resent it., lirs., F stated that she has never had any trouble with
either of the little girls but f:els that this attitude might possibly
be due to the fact that she has th=m with her bscause she wants to

and not because she has to have the money. She thought that if you
had to board children, you might get mare irritat-d and tired of them
than you would in her situation, She said that she had worked in a
store herself before she was married or befo.e the boys came, but she
en joyed being home s0 much more. In your own home you ¢em plan things
out like you want to, and work at your own speed,

Mrs. F said that the parents of the baby would probably find another
boarding home for her as soon as she let the child go. MNrs. F wants
to keep the three year o0ld with her for a while longer than the baby
because she and the three ysar old en joy going for rides in the car
and going downtown which the baby is too young to en joy. Lirs. F
appeared to be quite proud of both of the childrem, telling how pretty
the baby was getting and how sweet the three year old is. She said
she would rather board children under school age and probably around
two oc three because they are no trouble at all at that age. The
baby is fun though, and she has enjoyed having her,

Mrs, I was very cooperative and informal. As the interviewer left,
Mrs. F told her to be sure and come bacx when she could,
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Two sl sters, one-and-omne-half and three
years old were placed in this boarding
home a week before the interview.

Family Lembers: Case 7
Mre S = 33 years old

IVII'S. S = 32

Daughter = 13

Daughter = 7

The S home was located in one of the outlying di stricts near the edge
of town, about a block from a through street. The house was a story
and a half whide shingle with a glass-d in front porch. Bushes

were planted all along the edge of the porch and there was a large

si de yard.

Mrs. S opened the door and led the way into the living room. The living
room was a large one, with a small alcove adjoining to tie front. It
was tastefully furnished with a large blue plush davenport and matching
chair, other easy chairs, tabl:-s, a coffee table in front of the daven-
port, and various pictures on the peach colored walls. The room was
very c¢lean and neat.

Mrs. S was a young appearing woman with her dark, greying hair wora in
a long bob and blue eyes. She was clad in a light blue and yellow
figured dress, navy blue socks and saddle shoes. OShe was very business-
like throughout the interview, but answered all questions as completely
as she thought necessarye.

Mrs, S stated that she has b=en licensed to board children for three
years. Lowever, during the war, she boarded some children 'when you
didn't need to have a license'. Three years ago, a mem from the welfare
office called h-r about a license after s=eing her ad in the paper and
she has been licensed for two children full time and one child day care
since then. !rs. S boards children because they are companionship for
her during the day when her hustand and two girls are away. Her own two
children get lunch at school, axd so Mrs. S doesn't have too much to

do during the day and she enjoys caring for children. She said with

a laugh that she didn't see how anybody did it for tie money because she
has found that you make very little on the proposition. Howevsr, she
enjoys caring for echildren and enjoys having them in the house.

At the present time, irs. S is boarding two little girls, a year and a
half and three years old. They are si sters and she took them just last
week., They were referred to her by the welfare office. lrs. S has
gotten many of her children through putting an ad in the paper. This
fall, however, when she ran an ad she found that she got very poor re-
sult s because there were so many other ads. The families that applied
she didn't feel were desirable. She described one ramily that

wanted to place their two little children, who came to sce her, Tie man
was unsheven and the children were ragged and dirty. Mrs. S stated that
she didn't mind if the children were uncared for tut she felt that this
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family was not reliable and psrhaps the children were carrying some
disease and she hated to expose her own girls., The motiaer, in this
case, was looking for a job as waitress in a tavern.

Mrs, S has found it much mare difficult to find children for day

care than for full time, due to the fact that she lives so far out,

At the present time, she is hoping to find a child for day care and

is considering running her and again. Mrs. S has found that most of
the children she has taken for full time have come from broken homes
while the children for day care have usually been placed because both
the mother end father were workinge Mrse. S charges $10 a week for
full time care (5 day week) and {1.50 a day for care. Mrs. S has
never had any trouble being raid her board money and always requiread
that it be peid in advence. She has the children bring their own

toys with them and finds that this arrangement woarks out very well.
Some things, such as her younger daughter's dishes, can be shared and
her younger damghter is very gemerous in letting the boarding children
play with them but for most things, she finds that it is best for the
boarding children to have their toys and lMrses S's children have theirs,
Particularly in the case of little boys, Bas Mrs, S found this true, be-
cause she has no toy trucks or cars which boys like and they are much
happier if they bring thelir own.

Mrs. S prefers to board girls because she has had the most experience
with girls. She also prefers to have e-school children because they
go to bed early in the evening and Mrs. S cen devote that time to her
own family. MNrs. S always likes to have the boarding parents take the
boarding children over the week end so she cen have this time free to
relax with her own family. She has had families who left their children
with her for the full week, but she usually insi sts that they take the

children at least one day.

Mrs. S could only remember one mother with whom she had any trouble.
This mother would eoms out to their house at any time and take her
little girl down town and get her so tired out and irritadble that Mrs,
S couldn't do a thing with her when she was brought back again. Cone
sequently, she finally told the mother that she couldn't keep the child

any longer.

The boarding ehildren call Mr. and lrs. S mama and daddy if they stay
for any length of time. Those who stay & shorter time call Mrs. S,

Mrs. S and Mr, S either Mr, S or by his first name. Mr., S enjoys the
boarding children and both he and Mrs. S feel that the house seems empty

when she isn't boarding any echildren,

Mrs. S stated that the only problems she had encountered with the
boarding children were shyness, which eventually wore off and also that
they were unacecustomed to family lif e because they had usually been
boarded out so much that they &dn't know right from wrong. Mrse. S
felt that these problems were not serious and she was usually successful
in working with the children to overcome them, at least to some degree.
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After the interviewer had said goodbye to iqs. S, she got her car
stuck in the snow in her driveway. She came out once and told her it
was perfectly all right to drive across the lawn if she could get
out that way. Finally, she cams out and brought a box of cinders to
use, and this was eventually successful,.
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There are no boarding children in tkis
foster home at tne present time, Until
the week before a three year old girl
hed boarded with the family because both
of her parents were working. The board-
ing mother returned the child bedause
her board bill was unpaid.

Ire M = 46 years old Case 8
lrg, M - 43
Daughter - 12

The M home was located in one of the new developuents on the outskirts
of Lansinge. The house itself was a one story white shingle with a
glassed in porch across tie front of the house. Thne yard in front was
of grass with a hedge a long ore side. lIrs. li did not nhear the knock
at her front door so the interviewer vent to the kitchen door wr:ich she
heard and came to the door. Ve went through tiie house to tae living
room, where irs. i tock my coat and hung it in the doorway on a hanger.

The living room was of medium size with a maroon plush davenvort, two
beige easy ciairs, a small desk and oth.r end tables. There were several
pietures of different children on the walls and tables. The rug on the
floor had two or tiree scatter rugs over it. in the dining room, the
floor was linoleum. A stuffed pheasant and a stuffed deer Lead were on
the walls.

lrs, M is a young looking woman with brown curling hair erranged in a
bang on her horehead, brown eyes and rimless glasscs., She wore a red,
black end wnite striped plaid dress, stockings and black calf pumps,
No other mversons were in the home during the interview,

The M8 have been boerding children for about six years, During that
time they have had eight different children. The Lis started boarding
privately. Howsever, the family whose children they were boarding at
the time took the children still owing lrs. X about 60 so she switched
to a Children's Aid home. <She boarded children from there far about
two years but found she had so many problems with these children, that
she went back to boarding independently about two years ago. Irs. I
began to board children because they have none of their own and they
both enjoy ehildren around the house. Mrs, M said that she herself
prefers to board boys but her husband is partial to girls so they have
boarded some of both.s One of the reasons Lirs. I went back to boarding
children indevendently is because she could get more money. Icwever,
she statsd that though you only get paid ¥8 a week boarding for an
agency, you were sure of getting the money while when you boarded
privately, you were never sure of getting raid or not. ITs. M has
boarded both mre-school children, infants and school age children. She
prefers to board treschool ehildren, JMrs. LI charges {12 a week for

full time care.
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Until the middle of the week before the interview, lrs. I was boarding
a three year old girl. XHowevesr, she fcund it necessary to return the
child to its parents because they never paid h:r board bills. Lrs. ik
said it is very lones-me without a child in the house and she rlans to
take anotter as soon as possible. If tie court stepred in ard tock the
child ste was boarding, she wes contempleting chenging to a court home
80 she could have the little girl back again. The c¢hild had been with
her for two years in January. lrs. Il has also boarded oth=sr children
from the same family but never for ary length of time. In this family,
both parents are working and boerd their children for tiiat reason. LTs.
¥ felt tlhat tiiey don't care for the children adequately and she has hed
to get proper play clotles for tne little girl., S:ie said that she
thought ebout getting h'r a snowsuit and boots but knew she would never
be paid back fcr anytiuing like that and so she didn't,

The first children which s#rs. .l boarded were two pre-schoolers which the
motlier placed vtile the father was in the armry during the war and the
mother went to werke The next children w.ich ixrs, i had were from the
court and were taksn from her home ard put up for adoption. The last
few children which lLrs. 1l has boarded have been placed because both
parents were working.

The lis adopted their twelve year old girl about five years ago. Tlrey
have had same trouble with the child stealing and bedwetting but feel
that she has definitely improved since a few years ago. For some time,
they considered adopting another child but have decided against it
since their experiences with larion., lrs. M made lLarion pay back from
her allovance all of the money which she took from one of the teacher's
pocketbooks at school., She fclt that b doing this, the child wouldn't
forget very soon about the experience, Sometimes wien larion has been
in trouble, Mrs, X asks her if she doesn't want to live with them any=-
more. The child always replies that yes she does, On one occasion,
Mrs., M seriously considered not keeping the girl., Hcwevar, things are
working out better now and she thinks that if she keeps on working with
Marion she will be able to overcome her own family's bad influence.

Marion enjoys playing with the boerding children and lirs. M said that
the children particularly enJjJoyed dramatizing little stories such as
the thiree bears and the three little pigs.

The Ms have a amall tlack dog, which Mrs, M said is just like a baby to
them and which they en joy immensely., They also have a cat which they
keep out of doors, particularly when there are boarding children, be=-
cause he scratches.

Mrs. M told of three oth:r children wiich she had boarded whose mother
stole things. She saw this influence in the children when they took
pictures from a bottom dresser drawer in their bedroom and hid the pie-
tures under the mattress w.en she came into the room. She would find
the photos there and ask them about them but they said they didn't know
enything about them. Finally, the two year old admitted that the older
child had taken them from the drawer. Mrs. l£ tcld the children that if
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they wanted to look at ti.e pictures, they could if they put them back,
but not to hide them under the mattress. One of these same children,
told ¥rs, M that her mother and another woman stole things from stores.
Mrs. M requested the mother not to bring tine friend to her house anymore.
¥hen the mother asked lTrs. 1. where she had heard things about them,

Llrs, M told them that the daughter had said this. The woman was very
angry at the daughter but lrs, M told the child that as long as she
lived in her home, she would never be punished fcr telling the truth.

As the interviewer was leaving, Mrs. M showed some wooden toys on the
front porch which she had made for children ske had boarded. There

was a nice train with cars that joined and a pull trucke. She stated
that she had gotten experience making things when she helped to build

tneir home.
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This fanily has three boarding children,
age two, three and four., The two and
three year old brothers were placed in
September, 1949 because both of their
parents were warking, The four year
0ld girl has been with the boarding
family since 1948 because her varents
are busy with their tavern,

Family lembers: Case 9
Mroe W = 35 years old
L'U.‘Bo W-23
Son - 8
Son - 3

The W home was lccated in one of the new residential developments on

the outskirts of Lansing. Thei: house was & white sningle one of one

and a half stories., A few shrubs were in front of the house and there
was a small patch of wiat must be a lawn in the summer. The road

going by the house was unpaved and was a sea of mud the day of the inter-
view,.

}rs., ¥ opened the front door with a sweet smile and took the imterviewer's
ecoat into the next room. The front door orened directly into the taste-
fully furnished living room. The living room was not a large one but

the furnisture was good and it had a very attractive appearance. A large
davenport was along ane wall with a big picture mirror over it. A large
red plush essy chair was by the window; tables, attractive lamps end a
built in bookcase completed the picture.

Mrs., W was attractively dressed in a black crepe skirt and w:.ite rayon
blouse, stockings and black calf pumps. Her hair was nicely arranged
and she gave the ajpearance of being very well groomed. She showed an
interest in the interview and answered all questions frankly but waited
for prompting to discuss any problem in any detail., No one else was
present during the interview except the W's cocker. One of the little
boys eoughed occasionally from upsteirs but they were still taking their
naps when the interviewer left.

Mrs. W said that they first started boarding children two years ago when
the little girl whom they are still boarding needed a home because her
mother had temporarily left her father. Mrs. W said she would keep the
child until they found scme place to put her permanentlye. However, the
family urged her to keep the child and she decided to do that. The
little girl's own mother eventually came back but she was very satisfied
to let Mrs. W keep the little girl because the femily has vary odd hours
for sleeping and working bzcause they have a tavern in their home. The
ministor's wife told Mrs. W that she would need a license to keep Patty
and so Mrs. W contacted the welfare dept. emnd had this taken care ofe
One of the reasons that they decided to keep the little girl was because
of the nead for some extra money with the high living costs today.
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Patty stays with the @'s four cays over the week end and is home with
her own family the rest of the time. LlLirs. ¥ put an ad in the paper
early this fall to take anotiier child. They have had to contribute over
$700 for the installation of a water and sewage pipe system on their
street end needed extra funds to meet the expenses. It was at this time
that }rs. W assumed the care of tie two boys, age 2 and 3. They are
brothers and she didn't like to take one and not the other, though she
had only wanted to take one more child. The parsnts of these two child-
ren live in the mre-feb unit at the college. The husband is attending
school while his wife works. The parents take the two boys on Sunday,
londay and Saturday, so tuey are with the W's only fcur days a week,
Mrs. W feels tiat this arrangement works out very well as the fcur year
old girl is boarded over tue week ends and the two boys during the week,
lrs. W charges $2 a day board far the children.

Mrs, ¥ stated that she was kept quite busy the three b.arding children
plus her own two bcys, age 3 and 8 but she has found that by scheduling
her work, she gets along fine. Her husband has been very helpful with
the boarding children and her eight year old son is able to help her to
sane extent, also., Mrs. W felt that the little girl, Patty, is particular-
ly almost like one of the femily. DBecause taey have no daughters of
their own, slie and her husband get a great deal of satisfaction in having
her live with them. She also felt that Patty needs the affection and
love of a mother and father which she does not get in her own home, al-
though her own parents are taking more of an intersst in her than former-
ly, giving her tap and acpobatic lessons. The two little boys, on the
other hand, are greatly loved by their own parents who would prefer
having them with them, if they were able to do so. blrs. W said taat
Patty has a different temperament than her own children, being a very
vivacious, lively child while her own boys are more quiet and easy-going.
She sald she did not know if this was just a difference between child-
ren or if it is due to Patty's own family and their influence on her.

Mrs., W felt that the most important single factor in caring for child-
ren is to give them plenty of love. Sue said that you can't make a
pupry obey by simply shouting at him and children are the same way.
They need to feel secure before they can learn. She prefers to work
with younger children than older ones because her experisnce has all
been with youngser children, and she feels that she understands them
better. She has not found that any of tle boarding children have pre-
sented difficult problems, different from those of her own children.
P-rhaps the only problem which she h=s to cope with at present is bed
wetting for the two little boys.

lrs, W feels that her home is a good place for children to be in because
she tries to make than secure and yet give them enough freedom. She does
not let them play ocutdoors alone and always goes out with them. She
spoke of worrying about her eight year old going to and from school alone
because of the highway which he must cross., She spoke hizily of the
help wiich her husband and older son give her in caring for the board-
ing children and seemed to feel that the arrangement has worked out

very well. She and Ler husband try to have at least one night out a
week and she gets a baby sitter at this time to care for tue children.
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She and her husband have been going to the college ice rink this
winter and having a great deal of fun, skating together. Lirs. W likes
to go skating with the older b 'y, particularly on Saturday afternoons
when most of his friends go to the neighborhood theater, do matter
what might be rlaying. He is learning to skate and doing very well,

It was felt that tiis interview was a satisfactory one. 1t took about
an hour and krs. ¥ was very helpful and interested. She seems to
truly enjoy her femily and the boarding children, particularly the
little girl.



95

This boarding family has no boarding
children in tiie hcme at present,
though they are anxious to adopt the
four year cld boy who lived with them
until December, 1949 because his un-
married motler was worxing,

Farily lembers: Case 10
EZI‘. o - 46
lrs, O - 36

The C home was located in one of the relatively new developments in
Lansing. The house was a one story white clapboard wita green blinds

at the windows. The yard was v:ry well car:-d for with ev:rgreens grow-
ing around the edge of the house and e white picket fence along the side
of the yard.

Mrs, O answered tie door with a pleasant smile and took tie interviewer's
coat and hang it in ths closet. She is a tall rather heavy women with
brown hair and eyes. S:e was dressed in a pink and grey cotton dress
with white trim and wiite sandals.

The 1living room of the home was d ne in good taste with grey walls and
wiite woodwork. The furniture was modern and included a davenport and
three easy e¢aairs. 4 radio-record ccmbination, end-tables and a cof-
fee table all in blond wood gave tie room a light plsasant look. Vhite
venetian blinds were in the windows and the flowered drapes we:re rspeat-
ed in cushions on the davenport cov:red in the same material,

Mrs. O entered readily into tie convaersation and seemsd to be very anxious
to help as much as sie could. She called “r. O from the other room to
come in and mcet me because she said that he has cared for tie boarding
children as much as she has., ir. C is a tall thin man witi greying

hair. Ee was dressed in khaki shirt end pants. He sat down on the other
side of tie room and occasionally entered into the conversation with a
camment or two, taough krs., O did most of the taiking.

The Os have been bo-rding childien for about three years. They were
originelly licensed at that time through a child placing agency. 1t was
thoough that organization that Henk came to live with them when he was
seven months old. They hud the child until he was four, near the end

of December. MNrs. O has had other children from time to time, but Eank
was the only one over any period of time. bMrs. O has also been caring
for her brother's little girl five days a week while he and his wife are
working. They started caring for her when she was six weeks old. She
is now about twenty months. At the present time, there are no boarding
children in the family.

Hank, the child placed by the agency was witkh the family for about a year
when his mother came to irs. O and ask-d her to board the boy directly
through her waich Mrs. C agreed to do. Since that tixe, she has been
licensed as an independent h:me. The mother paid Mrs. O 7 a week at
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first. This was later raised to 410 and then to 12, aue to rising
costs of living and because lirs. O knew that this was comparabls to what
other boarding homs=s were receiving. Mrs. C said that t.:e child's
mother still owes her a little money but sne did not appear tc be con=-
cerned about it. She said that wien she had the child, she would go

to the place where his own moth.r worked every week on the day that

she was paid so that irs. O was sure to receive her board money. She
said that if she did not do tiis, the woman would not ray her regulare-
ly or in full, sayinz tuat :he had so many other bills to mset.

Mrs. O first started boarding children wi.en siue was talking to one of
her friends a.:d telling her about how lonesorie she got home alone all
day with nothing to do. The friend said that she was boarding child-
ren through an agency and suggest d that Lrs. O ccntact them, w . ich she
did.

lirs. C said that both she and her husband felt very badly when Iank was
taken out of their home in Decembsr. She said that her husband probably
felt warse than she did mmd that he refused to have her brother's little
girl with them any longer if they couldn 't have Hank too. Consequently,
the family has not had any children since around the first of the year,
Mrs. O contemplated getting a Job to keep herself bus so she wouldn't
worry about the little boy but she has difficulty standinz on her feet
over long periods of time and hcs given tnis rlen up, or will continue
on a part time basis if at all.

The Os expresscd a desire to adopt -lank, if it were possible to do so.
The child's mother is unmarried and has never had the boy with her be-
cause she has always had to work to support hime. Conseguently, he calls
the Os mother and daddy and will not go to his real mother readily.
Evidently the child's motlier is an unstable, dependent sort of .erson

for she cannot keep a jcb more than a fe. weeks and calls *rs, O fre-
quently on the phone to ask her what she should do. The iother's family
knew that she had tlie baby but believed that she gave him up for adoption
right efter his birth. She has never tcld them that she 1s still trying
to support him. At tle .recent time, Fank's mother has been given three
months t  settle down and make a go of supporting herself and the child.
If sie is not able to do this in that time, the child will be taken from
her. Although te Cs have tries to adopt the boy, they do not think

they will be allowed to do so. They feel tiat the child is very bright
and not at all like his moth«r, who they feel might possibly be unbalanced.
Mrs. 0 got out sume pictures of tre child t- siowme. IlT. C said that

he liked to put the little boy to bsd at night and that wien he sat in
his chair reading, the child would come over to him and sit on the floor
between hLis knees. l1rs. O is a Catholic and said that Eank is also

and she tocld liank's mother that if she were to raise him, she would make
certain thet he was a mamber of tas church. ir. U is not a Catholie

and is over 45 years old wiich irs. O felt would be held against them,

if they started proceedinss to adopt the child. Ilxrs. C said that sne
would even be willing to have both the child &nd his moth r stay in
their home, if it became necessary, so taat they could have riank with
them. Lrs. - stated that si.e had said that s:ie would testify egainst the
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mother but now f:els that sie wouldn't bucause s:e wouldn't like 1o
have anyone do that to her if sae had children.

I'rs. O said that ste has never had eny trouble managing Hank or

her little niece. She said that the two children play together nicely
and she likes to have tiem both for tl.e companionship the: give one
another. lIrs. C has quite a varizty of toys in *he bzserent and the
garage which she brought out for the child to rlay with. ZEy giving him
a variety of different playthirgs, ske kept him interested and happy
and she never had any trouble with him brsaking her things or getting
into mischief for this rcason. Last svring, irs. C vas ill for several
veeks but said that her husband was just grand in caring for the child-
ren and that the:r managed just fine during the period she was in bed.
Irs. 0 does not be’ieve in spanking children unless she has tried other
ways of meking them mind, fi rst. She said that her cister-in-law spanks
the little niece frequently but when the child is at the Cs, “rs. C has

never found this necessary.

lrs. O recalled that about twelve y ars ago she boarded a mother and her
baby for o5 a week. She and #r. O both laughed t» think how much +5
meant to them in those days and how low the rrice seers todaye

At the tresent time, Mrs. O is contemplating boarding a baby and his
father. She is vsry interested in the situation and said with a lavgh
that she would try anything once. MMrs. 0 do's not care what race or
religion the children are whom she boards and does not care what the
neighbors might think. At one time, she was going to take a Xorean
baby but didn't because of lack ol space.

Irs, O was very interested in tellingz ell she could that might be of
help, and for this reason tue interview lasted much lcnger than moste
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The five year old boarding girl in tiis
foster home has bean with the foster
Temily fir mornings only since September,
1649 because both h°r paremt s are working.
On Saturdays, the seven year old brother
is also cared for by the foster family.

Fanily lembers Case 11
kre J = 30 vears old

Iirse J - 26

Daughter - 9

Son - 4

The J home was located near the outa irts of tcwn in a middle-class
district of frame one and two stcry homese Tre J house was a one and

a half brown shingle structure with white trim. A porch runs scross

the front of the house. It was sct feirly close to the street, but
there was a large yard to one side with & swing and dangling ringse

Tue to tle snow, it was difficult to ascertain the cordition of tre yard,
tut it locked like it was ept up quite well, with grass growing over
the wide yard,

Tre front door opened directly into the rether snall livinz roome The
davenport and two easy chairs were slipcovered in a neutral beige with
sonme sort of a flower desizn. The Tleces were substantiel ones but
locked as though they had rec:ived a gcod deal of weare To one side
stood a table a~d shelves f r record albums and in the corner was a
large radio. A srall brown woocen table was in front of the davenport.

lrs, J is a verr metty, young woman with long brown hair parted neatly
in the middle and blue eyes. She answared the door with a pleasant
creeting and too the interviewer's coaet in to tne b.:droom off the livirz
roon, saying as she ¢id so that she had better turn it inside out as

the bedspread got all over ev.rything. +hen ste returned to the room,
she sat down in the chair facing the interviewer with an expectant smile,
Her attitude throughout the interview was one of interest and informality.
She appeared perf ctly at her ease, fa@ the most part, though she oc=-
casionally inspscted her fing:rnailse. :rs. J was dressed in green slacks,
a florered rayon blouse, tan socks ard bowling shoes. Her son, Teddy,
was rresent throughout the interview. Teddy is a sturdy four year old
child with brown hair and bright blue eves. Ee was clad in a blue cot=-

ton suite.

irse J stated that she had been boarding five y.ar old Sally in the
mornings since Sept. 20. The child attends kindergarten in the after-
noons. On Saturdays, she has both Sally end her seven year old brother
Billy for the day. These children are neighboring children amnd she knew
them and the family before she started caring for them. The children's
mother has to work to supplement the family income. Lrse J boarded an-
other child for a few weeks last year before teking Sally. bMrs. J said
that she had boarded a baby for six weeks full time during the war to
accomodate a friend. At that time, she had not known it was necessary
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to have a license, However, last winter when she decided to take

sore children and put an ad in the paper, the welfare office called
her and asked her if she had a license, She told them no and they ask-
ed her if she knew that she should have one. She said no and they
eventually sent someone out to see her and give her a license, lirs.

J said that she knew that full time boarding homes had to have a li-
cense, but dddn't realize that one was needed for day care only. Ilirs,
J charges £5 a week for caring for Sally for 5 week day mornings.

Mrs. J said that having Sally with her in the rornings did not make
much difference in how busy she was because it was so nice for Teddy

to have someone to play withe, Teddy is very generous with his toys,
evidently, though the two children have occasional squables. They
particularly emn joy vlaying Recards on the vietrola and spend a good deal
of their time thus occupiede Mrse. J said that her brother was married
at Christmas time and since then Teddy end Sally have been playing
bride and groom and house and that sart of thing with their dollse

Teddy enjoys cars and trucks a good deal and the children play with
them also. On Saturdays, when both Sally and her seven year old brother
stay at the J's, lrs. J doesn't attempt to do anything else but meke

the beds and clean up the house and keep an eye on the children. She
said that on one occasion she had found it necessary to go to the grocery
store whiech she did with the four children in tow, but she felt it was
an experience she wouldn't like to repeat. She used to do a lot of

her shopping on Saturday morning, but now arranges to go to the market
on Friday night with her husbande.

lrs., J stated that the chief reason that she wanted to board children
was because she enjoyed bowling so much and by caring for children it
made possible extra money for this recreation. She also is giving her
little girl dancing lessons from the extra money and what is left goes
for groceries. She told all of this with a great deal of humor and said
"] suppose I have a guilt complex or something about my bowling but I

do enjoy it". She also feels that Teddy more than benefits from the
arrangement because most of the children he rlays with are in school
and during the winter months, those who are not are kept indoors because

of the weather,

Mrs. J doesn't feel that she has any trouble maneging Selly. She stated
that Billy, the seven year old who comes on Saturday, is sometimes more
difficult to hendle, because he doesn't think he has to mind her. She
said that he will mind her husband, however, and occasionally he has
stepped in. Vhen the younger children have di fferences over who is to
have a certain toy, she allows the child who had it first to keep it,
feeling that it isn't fair to deprive the child who had it originally
just to pacify the one who wants it. Mrs. J said that sne thinks that
people who board children full time have more of a chance to do a
better job with the boarding children because they sce more of them,
and the children are more willing to mind. She said she thinks Sally
and Billy get confused occasionally about who they have to mind and that
is why she has a little trouble with the older child., lirs. J said that
she must run her home in her own way and the children's own mother runs
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her home in her own vay and it is hard for the children to understand
the differences.

Mrs. J said that at first she didn't know how Teddy was going to get
elong with Sally bscause before they started to board Sally, she and
Teddy had a fight every time they met one ano*her., However, she told
Sally's mother that if the children didn't get along, she wouldn't be
able to keep Sally but she feels that they really play together nicely.
She said that perhaps this was because they are becth a little olders

Mrs. J's nine year old daughter doesn't sce too much of tle boarding
children except on Saturdays. Then, however, they all play together
and have a grod tims, playing with the vietrola, or playing old maid,
Teddy and Sally play old maid sometimes with just tue two of them, also,
but it is diffic 1t for them to manage the large hands., The only
time the J's nine year old has ever been upset with Sally was when she
came home from school one day and found that Sally had undressed the
new doll she had received far Christmas. brs. J told her that if she
didn't want Sally to play with th: doll, she had better take it up-
stairs and put it away, fa as long as the doll was out, Sally hed a
right to play with ite.

Mrs. J sald that she expects to ccntinue boarding Sally the rest of the
year., ©Sne is considering getting a job next year herself when Teddy goes
to kindergarten because they want to buy a new house and will be unable
to do so unless she can help.

Mrs. J said that lir. J has a workshop in the basement where he likes

to repair furniture. Teddy evidently likes to work with tools alsoe
Thile the interviewer was tiere, he got out his screwdriver and proe
ceeded to remove all of the screws from the wooden table in front of
the davenport and from the door jemb, He replaced each one. Mrse. J
thinks that perheps he shows mechanical ability and did not mind his
activity in the least, as long as he put the screws back in when he had
replaced theme She said with a laugh that a few weeks ago he had

taken all of the screws out of the wall canopener and haedn't been able
to get them all back in place, She discovered it too lete when she
tried to open a can. Right now Teddy is very interested in receiving a
doll and ubggy next year for Christmas. lMr, J doesn't like this very
much, Teddy talked about some trains he had seen in a store at Christ-
mas time and told about some reindesr he had heard over the radio. IiTs,
J said that he had ypicked up all the words to "Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer" and enjoyed singing it. At Christmaes time, one of the houses
in Lansing was decorated with a Santa and sleigh with reindeer and one
little reindesr, Rudolph, standing off to one side. The J's took the
children over to see the home which they enjoyed immensely.

¥rs. J told about a waman with five children who had gone back to college
and went to the kitchen to get the paper to show the interviewer. She
gaid that she herself is always being kidded about being a grandmother

before 35 if her nine year old gets married early.

Mrs, J was most interested in talking and the interviewer enjoyed the
interview and felt it was successful.
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The boarding family in tiis case study
has no boarding children at present be-
cause the mother is expecting a baby
soon, The last child boarded by the
family was a five year old boy whose
mother was in the hospital,

Family Membars: Case 12
Mr, L = 29 years old

Mrs, L - 25

Son - 4

The  home was located in ons of the new developments on the outskirts

of Lensing. The house was a cement and wood one in wiite with blue trim.
It was a single story. The front yard armeared to be well cared for

with a box hedze enclusing the front and another hedge around the edge

of the house. The road going by the home was unpaved,

The interior of tie L home was well furnished and very attractive. The
walls of both the living room and the adjoining dining room were a
Williamsburg blue with white woodworke A large red davenport, com=-
fortable chair, radio, and tables were in the living room A kneehole
desk stood in the partition betwsen the living and dining rooms. At

the time of the visit, a rack of drying clothes stood in the corner of
the living room and an ironing board had been put up in the dining room.

Mrs. L answered the door and led the way into the living room. She is
an attractive young weman with ash blonde hair and big blue eyes. She
was clad in a blue polkadot housedress, tan anklets and oxfords. Mrs,
L apologized for her atpearance and that she was just going to listen
to the radio and do a little ironing as she had forgotten about the
interview,

The L's are not boarding any childrem at the present time due to the
fact that Mrs. L is expecting a baby soon. Iirss L told me with a

laugh that she had bsen forgetting everything lately becausse she was 80
busy planning for things for the new baby. The clothes on the rack

were baby clothes from her little boy which she was washing up and getting
ready. brs. L said that they first took out a license to board a child
because she wanted to have a baby around the house and they were not
able to have one at the time. Mrs. L knew about getting a license to
board children because her mother-in-law had boarded children from the
welfare during the depression. When Irs. L first suggested boarding a
baby, her husband thought it was a fine ideas She said she vrobably
wouldn't have gone ehead with it if he had not atproved as she wouldn't
have wented to bring a child into the midst of a femily argument., How=
ever, the Ls have not had a baby to board as they had planned. Ifrs.

L did receive one inquiry from a mother with a baby to board but they
lived in a different section of town and it would have been difficult
for the parents to go back and forth. Apparently, the only child the

Ls have boarded for any length of time was a five year old boy for two
weeks last summ:r while his own mothecr was in the hospital for an opera-
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tion. irs. L enjoyed naving the child around the house and he was a
good playmate for her own child, who will be four in Marech. Mrs, L
also wanted to board a child because her husband worked the night shift
frequently, and she would have enjoyed having company and someone to
care fore MIrs. L charged 2 a day for full time care.

The L home was bought under the G, I. loan four years ago and the
femily vants to buy a larger home wien they are able to f£ind one they
like, because the one they have now only has two bedrooms. Last sume
mer, when they were boarding the little boy, lirs. L's own c¢hild had to
sleep on the davenport and she did not feel that t'is was a good are
rangement for over any period of time. MNrs. L said that she would prob-
ably renew her license when her old one ran out but that sie had no
plans to board one in the near future due to the lack of space and

also because of the new baby,

4dbout half way through the interview, Mickey, the L's four year old
awoke from his nap and called to his mother. She went into his room and
he asked her who she was talking to. She told him & lady. Le asked
her how thelady got there, if she had vwalkeds His motlher said no,

that she had driven a car, The child then asked in an excited voice if
it was a new Oldsmobile, His mother told him she didn't know but that
he could look out of the window and see, after he was up. Llickey came
into the living ro.m to have his mother put on his shoes. ile is a tall,
blond little boy with blue eyes like his mother, though sie said that
thought he resembled his father. She asked him to tell the lady his
name which he did, mumbling against her arm. He also told his address
when she asked him to do so. After he had his shoes on, he went into
the bedroom to look out of the window at the car. When he returned he
wasn't sure what kind of a car it was, but pointed to the blue walls
when asked what color it wase.

Irs, L is hoping that the baby will be a girl as she would enjoy making
little dresses and the like for a girl and as long as she has the one
boy, she would prefer not to have another this time, She said that
next month the doctor is going to tell her whether the baby will be a
boy or girl. He told hsr before lickey was born that he would be a boy.

Irs. L shifted her position frequently on the davenport and didn't seem
to be physically too comfortable, so the interviewer left soon after the
little boy got up. He had askzd to have scme raisins after he awoke
and was waiting for his mother to get them. Mrs. L regrets that lMickey
does not have any other children to play with in the neighborhood, as
he won't be in kindergarten until the yearsafter next., He is always
very interested when he sees other childr~n on the street and wants to
stop and play with them. She is very glad that they are having an addi-
tion to the family so that he won't be alone so much.
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No boarding children were with tkis
fanily at the time of the interview
because the foster family's little
boy underwent an operation in

December,
Family Members: Case 13
ire I = 40 years old
Mrs, I - 37
Son - 14
Son - 5

The I home was located a block from one of the city's busy streets,
in a s:.ction of older homes, mostly of one and a half and two story
frame houses. The I house is a two story white clapboard structure.
A porch runs across the front of the houss. 7The small frcnt yard was
bordered by a wire to rreveant peorle from stepring on the grass,

The front door opened into a long narrow hall with a statrcase going
upstairs to tl.e left. To the right was the door going into the small
living room. The walls of the living room wers vainted rale blue and

the room had 2 cluttered anpearance due to its small size and amount

of fupniture. 4 large mohair davenport was across one corner with a
blue glass coffee table in front of it. another easy chair, large readio,
table and straight chair filled the rooms Tre furniture was in good
condition and the rocm looked neat and clean. Venetian blinds were at

he windows.

lrs. I led the way into the livin:z rcom and took tiie interviewer's coat
and hung it up in the next room. <£he is a tall, young looking woman
with dark r.d hair. Sle wore a bescoming grey gabardine dres:maker

suit with hien heeled rcd sandals. She spoke in a soft, pleusant

voice throughout the int=rview and s emed to be anxious to help as much
as she could. ller son, &ze five, was present throushout. He is a
round-faced little boy with gless:ss. i.e entered into the conversation
occasionally, tellins about his texi, trucxks, and other wheel toys, and
about how he and one of the furmer voarding children had played horse
out in the tackyard. iis mother would say "Now, Tommy™ when she felt
he was monopolizing thie convarsation, but he apiveared to be a vzry well-
mannered, interesting youngster.

lrs. I is not boardine any children at tie rresent time dus to the fact
that Tommy had to have a minor operation at Christmas time and she felt
that she would be busy caring fer hime. She plans to take two children,
cne and a half and three y-ars old, in larch. The mother had asked her
t> tace them in Cecember, but she felt tiat larch would be a better
time for her because of the operation. Irs. I has been boarding child-
ren for aporoximately turee years. she first became interested in it
through her sister, wio boards ciildren. OShe felt that it would be
nice to have a companion for Tonmy when he was home elone all day as
her older boy was in school. Consequently, sie Lzs always tried to
take crhildren of about his age, so that they could play togather, OShe
said with a laugh that when there was a bomrding child in the house,
Tommy didn't get into so much miscliefl end siie didn't have to worry every
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minute &bout what he was doing. irs. I said that she has Lhad about
eight different children in the three years she has bzen boarding, for
verying lengths of time.

lrse I said tiat not only Toumy but her clder boy and elso her husband
enjoyed the boardins echildren. Ier fourtesu year old son sterted high
school this yesr and gie got out tiie rroofs of scre victures re had
taken recently to show to rme, ke i1s a nice looking boy with dark hair.
I¥rse. I said taat he hed certzin favorites among tie children slie had board-
ed, and rentipned tie names of two or three he had liked rarticularly.
In relation to her hustand, she told cf one little girl they had boarded
who had a great affection for ir, I. At ncon, vhep ér, I cams home for
lunch, he usually ste quite guickly end tren stood up, announcing,"l'd
better be moving if I'm zoing to make it beack in time". lrs. I had
noticed that the little girl would always start her real perfectly will-
ing but would begin to cry about half-way through and they finally
discovered that site would start to cry Jjust after ner husband stood up
to leave bescause srhe just hsted to s'e him go.

irs. I stated tnat sne rather enjoyed boardirng girls because her own
fanily consists of Just boys. She had hoped ti:at one of her children
micht be a girl but arzpears nerfectly satisfied with what she hase JThe
herself came from a family of six children and she enjovs having them
around the house. She didn't feel that the boarding children made any
extra trouble for her. She has nevsr considered boarding ce¢hildren full
time due to the fact tiat they would have no r-om for sleeping because
the upstairs is made into an apartient wnich they rent,.

The children wi.ich Irs. I has boarded have ususlly had breakfast and
l:nckt at her home and thevparents pick them up between five and six,
after work. She felt theat most of the children she has had Lhave beem,
boarded because the family needed the additional income from having the
wife work. Lost of them have been young couples, getting a start. DMrs.
I charges $8 a week fcr day care.

irs, I told about her older son starting high school this year. Llost of
his friends were going to the high school not in thelr district and so
she wrote to the su.erintendent of schools and arranged it so that her
boy ecould go where his friends were goinge Mrs. 1 appeared to take a
great deal of pride in her two children and her husbande She told
several times of how interesting welfare work seemed to her because you
had a chance to meet so many different people.
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The boarding child in this foster
home is a seven year old uentally
retardcd boy, placed by his die
varced moti:er in June of 1948,

Family I‘embers: Case 14
lre A - 23 years old

Irse A - 33

Daughter - 13

Son - 6

The A home was located in a typical urban middle class neighborhood

of story and a half and two story one femily hores of the wooden or
shingle six or seven room viriety. The A home was & two story house of
yellow clapboerd, badly in need of raint. 1t was located on a single
lot with a few bushes around tie edge of the front porch., The yard
was muddy due to tie weath:r, end a ciild's slzd was lying to tie one
side. On the paorch were two tricycles,

The interior of the home "as tastefully furnished. The living room was
neat and clean and contained a davenport, coffee table, easy chairs,
end -ables, victrole, bockcase, and othar tiings. Two large porcelain
lamps with cherry siiedes were on the end tables at eithier end of the
davenrort and there was a crucifix on tiie wall. There wers two or
three plarts of ivy and otiher green growing tiiings in the roome. In

the dininz room beyond could be seen & large dining room tzable vi th
matching crairs and a number of toy trucks arnd cars incne corner,

irs., A was a young wcman in her eerly trirties. 35le wore a clean cotton
dress and stockings with sandals. --er lhair was becomingly arranged

and sie answered the door with a rleasant smile. <~he was pesking through
tha curtains as I walk:d up the front steps. Io otiasr persons were in
the house et tihe time of thre interview,

¥rs. A spoke in a soft, pleasant, well rodulated voice with little ex=-
pression. Shie cerried t.e brunt of tiie conversation with very little
questioning. what questions were =zskcd were answered inmediately. She
stopved to think, occasionally, in the middle of a stary but tien went
on al'ter a few moments rtause. <er Lands were busv almost ccnstantly
pickinz at tue edge of the davenvort arm or st tie neck of har dresss
ITs., A was particularly interested in @& scussing the foster child's own
mother end describing the things which she did and tie way she had
treated the child.

The A family started boarding chiléren in June of 1¢48. The child they
have now hes bren with ticm for that length of time. Ze is seven, his
birthday being in September, IiTse. A learned about boardinz children fron
a neighbor who boarded childxen and thouzht it would be Just as sasy to
care for a boardingz child as well as her own little boy who is almost
six., oSre warted to get & child of about his age for that reason ard

also for companiocnsnir for her own child. Unfcrtunately, the child

which they ere bozrding is mentelly rather dvll and is in his sacond
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year of kindergerten. Consegquently, her ovn boy and the boarding child
do not have as ruch in cormon es she had hoped. However, the two children
do play tczether., lrs. A promised to board Uickie, the boarding child,
sight unseen. ihen the mother arrived with Dickie she was arpaled be=-
cause of his thinness, dirtiness, and neculiar haircut which was very
uneven due to emother child's trying to cut it in a former boarding
horees Dickie's mother broucht him straigzht from the other boarding
home to the A's, kirse. 4 said that if sie could have backed out of the
arrangement then and there she would have done ite Dickie's mother

did not tell Mrs, A who she was and it was only after inquiring what
the child's last name was, that sie learned that tie women was his
mother. Thne mother's boy friend accompanied her on this visite

'rs. A stated that she and her husband had a great desl of sympathy for
Uickie when he first came to live with them, and found it difficult to
punish him. Now, however, he is getting so that he talks back and

shows a little mare life. She described her own boy as being a live
wire and seems to be happy to have Dickie acting more like him. She
seemed to evidence a fair amount of affection for the child, with con=-
cern over the peculiar kind of hair cut his own mother wants him to
have wtich is not becoming to the boy due tc his peculiarly shaped head.
She spoke with pride of tre fact that the boy always minds her nmore than
other members of the foster family, due to the fact tnat they pley and
*kid around' with the child a great deal.

Mrse A expressed some concern over the fact that Dickie's dull mentality
may lead him to grow up to be violent and uncontrollable. She cited as
an example one of the front windows wnich was badly cracked vhere
Dickie had hit it with his fist because he was angry. The child also
has a speech impediment, not being able to pronounce his "f"s but the
child's own mother is unconcerned about this, seying that her older
boy had the same trouble and outgrew it, Mrs. A spoke several times of
the fact that she wondered whether the boy's dullness stemred from his
esrly poor environment or whether he was naturally that way. The child
is a very heafy eater which kirs. A feels is unnatural for a child of
his age and size. (He is very thin). She seid that when he first

came to live with them, they let him es% as rmuch as he wanted to, but
he would keep eating until he vomited. Consequently, they are care=-
ful not to let him have too much food at a meal. She wondered if per-
haps his hearty appetite might not be a method of compensation for

his ovn feelings of insecurity. Dickie also has a tendency to lie
about small matters wiich worried Mrs. A. He would tell a lie even
though he told the truth right after or even if lirs. A hed seen him,.
She gave an example that happened that noon when she noticed that same
of the leaves we.e removed from one of the plants in the room. She
asked Dickie if he had done this and he said "No" even though she had
gseen him at the plant. They give the child free run of the house and
he is allowed to play the victrola records amnd the like, even though
he has broken some of them. She stated that she felt that the child's
own mother would probably be much stricter with him than she ise

Mrs., A seems to get a great deal of satisfaection from helping this
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child, though when asked if she felt it was worth it, she replied

that some times she didn't think so. The family has been contemplat-
ing boarding encther child and “rs. 4 has b:en to visit the family

and seec the child before taking him, due to what she feels as being
taken advantage of in not knowing about Dickie before taking him,
Vhen he first came to live with them, he could only speak three words
and she 18 quite happy that he was kept after school the other day for
talking too much, She secmed to enjoy the ckild and referred to
something "the boys" had done the other day, meaning her own boy and
the boarding child. She did state, however, that she had her own child
and Dickie placed in spearate sections and different rooms of the
kindergarten due to the fact that her own ehild was being held back

by his constant vigilance over Dickie to make sure he wasn't slighted
and was taken care of,

Mrs. A stated that she would rather be doing day care rather than full
time because the reasons that parents would board out their children
for just day care would be different because the parents would really
enjoy their children and want them home with them at night. lirs. A
feels that Dickie's mother just doesn't want to be bothered with him
and that she has only taken him for one night, last Christmas eve,
since he has been living with them. She said that Dickie's mother
dresses very expensively, much better than she does, end obviously
could make a home for him if she only would. The child has seen his
own father but once in the time which she has had him, Xrs. A resents
the fact that the child has two grandmothers and several uncles, aunts,
and a sister living in Lansing, who meke little or no effort to see
him. The mother purchases e¢lothing and toys for the child when XMrs. A
requests items. The weekly board rate is $12 which Dickie's mother

has usually paid pramptly by mail,.

The boarding child was not seen. The interview lasted a little longer
than an hour and was generally very satisfactory. Unfortunately, the
interviewer did not inquire into the problem of religion for the board-
ing child because the foster family is Catholie. The mother was very
cooperative however, and seemed to enjoy a chance to talk to someons
about her troubles for en effort was made to leave three times before
the interviewer actually got out the dcor,
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The seven year o0ld girl who is boarded
with this family was placed in Januery,
1947 because her divorced mother had to
work. Since that time, the child's
mother has remerried and been divorced
again,

Family lembers: Case 15
Ire K = 30 years old
Mrs, K - 28
Daughter - 8
Daughter - 4

The K home was located in a pleasant middle class neighborhood of frame
rzsidences. The K house was a two story barmn clapboard structure wita
a gabled roof and a front porcih across the front trimred in white.

The house was set back far encugh to allow a small plot of grass be=
tween sidewalk and house and a hedge runs along d ther edge of the
property. It was a single lot. On the porech, a large sled stood up
against the house,

The K's have no dcorbell and after knocking twice, irs. K answered the
docre The redio was going. The front door opened into a narrow hall,
at the end of which was the medium sized living room. The room gave

a brizht appearance with attractive calico slipeovers which matched on
the davenport and two overstuffed chairs. A coffee table stood in front
of the davenport and a radio-combination stood along one wall, Some ivy
and other green plants were growing in front of the side window. Glass
doors, which were clcsed, led into a second living room along the front
of the house. lIrs. K explained that that rcom was used primarily in
the summer and they weren't heating it at the present time during the
ccal shortage. To the rear of the living rcom were a play room and

the &dning rocom.

Mrs. K's daughter Karen, age four, came into the room as the interviewer
arrived. She is a thin, blonde little girl with an attractive, pert
little face. After we were introduced, she went down to the basement
where Mr. K was working on some shelves for the girl's playthings which
he is building. ir. K evidently ges to work in the afternoon. lxs. K
is a pleasant looking women with brown hair eand blue eyes. She was
dressed in a flowered cotton house dress with an apron over it, no
stockings end sandals. rs, K talked readily about the children.
Occasionally she pl-:ated the edge of her apron or looked at her hands,

The K's have been boarding children for abcut three years. Ilirs, K

said that she decided to start boarding because of the companionship for
her own daughters and because she felt she could help out a little in
paying for their home. Irs. K said that she had formerly done housework
and there Lad usually been children in the families she worked for.

She enjoys children and does not find them a lot of trouble to have
around., She said that she felt that even people who board children for
money must enjoy children or they wouldn't choose that method of making
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money. irs. £ worked herself during the war when her husband was in
tlie service and had to place her children during the day. She couldn't
remember where she had first learned about having a license to keep
children but knew of this regulation before she started., lary Ann,

the seven year old who boerds with the K's, kas be:n with ttem for
about three years. #rs. K had three children from the same family

for about two weeks when she first began to take children., This didn't
last howev:r, and she got liary Arn soon after. The child's own home

i8 in the next block from the K's but lirs. K said shz didn't know the
family until she put the ad in the paper and lary 4nn's mother called
her. “rs. K has had other e¢hildren off and on during the time she has
boarded Mary Ann, but none of them permanently. Around LKovember, she
had a boy about Karen's age for a short time. 4t the rresent time

she is bcarding an eizht year old boy for lunches only, five days a
week. The K's have their big meal at noon end they enjoy having the
four children at that time, all talking at once and telling about what
they did that day in school. Mrs. K charges ¥7.50 a week for day cere
and 50¢ a day for the boy's lunches.

Mrs. K stated that lary aAnn's own mother was divorced from the child's
fether when she first started to board lary Ann. The child's mother
found it necessary to work and placed the child for that reason. Since
then, she'has remarried and divorced the second husband, also. lirg,

K felt that ary ann had a very hard t.me adjusting to her mother's
remarriage and subsequent divorce. Irs. K said that she feels that
children bear t.e brunt of sich family troubles because they can't under-
stand them rationally end feel the situation which is confusing and up-
setting to them. Lary Ann still has the feeling that no one likes her,
though she was much worse about it before tian she has been lately. The
child is quite eggressive and likes to be the center of attention. She
has a quick tongue, and for that reason, some of the children don't
like her and this swmer didn't want her to play at the playground with
them, lary ann's teacher told irs. K she didn't know how she was able
to manage the child. #rs. K said that s.e hus never had any trouble with
MNary Ann. She feels tiat tie child knows that she loves her and
respects her and krs. K warns her when sie is angry that sie must be
careful what sie says. Conseguertly, the child has never talkxed back
to Lrs. K. #rs. K also tells liary Ann that God always loves her and
won't forget about her, and she can always count on Him. The K eight
year old g-ts along well with Yary Ann however, and always takes her
part in any argument. Becaase Liary Ann has boarded with the family so
long, they almost feel she is their own child. Liary Ann eomes over in
the morning after she has had her own breakfast. However, she usually
has a piece of toast or something before the girls go off to school.
She is there for lunch at noon and comes back after school, until her
own mother gets home, just before supper. Mrs. K feels that Mary Ann's
own mother tells her her troubles which is not too good for the child.
irs. K feels that you don't need to be strict with children to make
them mind but you must make clear to them whers they stend and what you
exnect of them, She doesn't think it is fair to the child to treat her
like an sdult and expect her to understand adult problemse.

The K's have a daschund who ceame into the house and frolicked aboute
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A gxocery salesman came also to bring «rs. K some staples. She

bo usght some horhound candy from him, explaining that the girls had
r:Cently become very fond of eating cough drops and she thought that
the horhound was similar in flavor to coughdrops and she would rather
they ate the candy. The K's have never cons! dered boarding children
full time because of the lack of space. She prefers boarding children
of +the same age ar younger than her own children. She would not like
to have a child older t an her eight year old because sne feels that
this would lead to difficulties with an older child 'bossing' her own
children., &rs. K has never had any troubles with the plan of payment
W1 th children's rarcnts, and she feels that ome of the greatest satis-
factions which she has had from boarding lary ann is the feeling that
shhe has recally helped the ehlld. She said witi a laugh, that it probably
wasn't a very nice thing £fr her to say but that she really feclt that
she had done som=tiiing to help the little girl and it made hLer feel
Zo0od to see her coming along so well,
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The eight and nine year old sister and
brother in this boarding home were placed
by their divarced mother two and one half
years ago.

Family l.embsrs: Case 16
ir. 9 - 38 years old

1lT8e. Q - 36

Son - 11

Son - 8

The § home was located outside of Lansing on a winding country road,
The house itself was a large old farrhcuse, cover:d with simulated
brick-asbestos., It was set back from the road. 4 row of trees lined
the driveway. There was a sled lying in tie snow in the front yard.

Two dogs were lying in the sunshine by the back doore They were friend-
ly dogs, and apiroached, wagging tieir tails expectantly., urs. Q
opened ti.e side door and invited the interviewer in with a pleasant
greeting. One of the dogs ceawe in too. The door ovened into a large
dining room. Irs. ¢ had tie ircning board set up and some clothes on
it. She had evidently been ironing. The living room was just beyond.
It was & large rcom with a davenport, easy clairs, big old-fashioned
piano in ths corner and sev.ral tables, On the wall were two or three
pictures of Jesus and religious mottoes.

lrs. Q@ is a plump, young aprearing woman with smooth brown hair braided
around her head and blue eves and glasses. She wore a light blue house
dress with a8 crisp flowered aron over it, derk stockings and brown
shoes. OShe sttt in a rocking chair and rocked throuzhout the interview,
Sne was very intereszt=d in relping to tie best of her abilitye.

The s have been boarding children for seven years, five months, having
aprlied in Cctcber of 1942. They originally boarded for an azency. irs.
<« stated tiat she first learned tiat people boarded other people's child-
rer when she was at a church social. Anotiier worian there was boarding
sume children from a child placinz agency and irs. & asked Ler what

you had to do t5 get some cuildren. The woman told her to just call

the azency and they would come out and look at your house ana if it was
all right, they would give you some children to bcoard and a license,

.rs. 3 callsd tie agency immediately after tiis and was eventually li-
censed. Soon after they started to board, the agenc;, sent Honny to her.
~e wasn't even a year old at tihe time. :e .as &an illegitimate child

and after t.e «8 had had him for a few umcnths, tis boy's mothz:r offered
to let tiiem adopt him, which the <8 eventually did. T:e boy is eight
years cld now and the (s are very satisfied wita him. They have one
other adopted child,a boy, eleven ycars old. +rs. = steted t:iat she

felt that t.e agsney did not approve of her edoption of Konny and when
she called tiem and ::sked to boerd scme more children, tihey never
respond2d. .rs. ¢ boarded another small boy from tie tine e was eight
montns old u til he was turee and & half. 1Lis child's motier eventually
remerried and to. k the boy. The s were vary attached to him and
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felt baedl~ when r2 left, but .rs. & stat:d that s:e tuinks he is
probably very rappy now b cavse Lis new fatier is an excellent ran
end she still heers from t.em soretines.

lrs.,  boarded a girl from thz re-crm school for two years also, un=
til t.= girl was eigl.teen. +Ts. g stated tiat after t.e girl had been
with tiom abcut a year, sne becare very difficilt to ranage and ir. Q
finally got so nervous that the doctor told .Trs. Q that she would have
to get rid of the girl or else she would lose lr. §. Jenny did not
want to leave the ¢ home but it was necessary for h.r to go. Ste is
married now and has children of h>r own., Sre still keeps in tcuch with
ir. and Lrs. ¢ and comes t . se: tiem, irs. g fecls tiet she really

had some influence in helring th.is girl and sie is havny that she has
settled d-wn, Che said that tlie girl still smokes a great deal but when
she comres t~ visit tle «'s sie does not bzcause sie knows tlher don't
aprrcves, Cnce wen ste was t.ere, !rs. @ told h r she Jjust amelled
w.en s’ care in tle door, from auoking. ifter t.eir visit, Jenny went
uo to lrs. ¢ and said s.e didn't srell sc¢ badly now and wanted irs.
to kiss her giodbye which ske & d. ITrs. w said that Jenny nev:r tells
them that things aren't going just right but she hears about it from
otlher peorle. Che feels that tie girl had a lot acainst her from the
start, though. JSie wzs brousht up by har foster father who was old
enougn to be her srendfatier eaxd an uncle. .len sie wes eight years old
she was accosted by a man and “1s. ¢ felt that t. e girl nev.r knew a
real home until sie came to live with t:em,

At the mr-=sent time, tle «s &re boarding a brotier and sister. The

boy is nine years ¢1ld and t e ¢irl eigihts Their mot.er is divorced

and is wrking. These children Lave been witih tie «s for two and a

nelf vears., :rs. @ is very fond of botk of tie children but has some
troutle witn tie boy, Artiur. HTs. «'s own children feel tret Arthur
gets out of deserved wi:iprings and voiced tle wish tl.at he would leave.
Eowever, irs. & explained to tiiem thiat that wes art.urs home &s long

28 his mother wanted him to stay thaore and tuey musn't say things like
that. Arthur also wets the bed. Irs. Q has tried everytiing she can
think of to help tiie boy overecnme ti.is. She has tried punishing him,
taking awar wivileges, making him wash his own bedding, and other ways.
None of them seem to do any g.od. lie gets nim up at nigfiit, often
twice, and in this way avcids heving a wet bed every night. Lrs. g feels
trat artiur's mot-er should taxe him to a doctor and try to do scmething
for him., Vhenever she tried to talk to tune notier about the situationm,
she changed tre convarsation and so finally Zrs. ¢ called t:e grandmother
and the boy is gecing to the doctecr next weeke OCnce, wien *“Ts. q told
the mother that either she would have tc take the boy to the doctor or
else pay more board money for him the motl.er tcok t.e boy aside and told
him that she couldn't afford to pary any more money eand asked him to
please stop wetting tie bed. Irs. g felt that this was very bad as the
boy felt terrible and just asxing to stop was getting nowhere.

The Qs recently moved into their present home anc the chi}dren are
looking forward eagerly to raising pickles this summer. .Is. g said
that it is wonderful to watch the difference in tne children now that
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they have enough room to really play in and move around. She

sald that they are just like animals released from a cage. They
particularly enjoy the new school they are attending and lrs. ¢

feels that they are all getting along much better, Her oldest boy
had to be rut back a year. at the time, she felt that verhaps he would
feel badly about this but she told the teacher to do what she thought
best. The boy has nct minded the change at all and seems to be taking
a greater interest in his studying. Ubrs. Q stated that Arthur gets
the best grades of the four children and she hopes tiiat it doesn't
come so easily to him that he will just forget everytaing as soon as
he has learned it.

lrs. Q hopes that tie children wiiom sie is boarding will be able to
stay throughout the suimer as they are plamning on it so much,

krs. Q stated that the eight yeer old girl, Lary, is just like one of
the boys and hardly ev:r plays with dolls or the new dollhouse she

got for Christmas. Lrs. @ has hesitated to be too affectionate with
the boarding children and dces not like to encourage kary to help her
around the kitchen or get too e¢lose to her because she feels that when
the children do leave, tiiis bond would make it too hard for them., ITs,
Q said that she could understand but does not feel that liary would bee
cause efter all, she is only a child. *“rs. Q said that Lr., § is particularly
fond of liary but she docwes not respond readily to his affection. Mrs.
Q said that she nad her husband would like to adopt a litile girl if
they could find one, because Mr, Q is particularly fond of girls. The
boarding children call Ir. end lrs, Q momry and daddy.

Mrs. Q@ had never had any trouble being paid for the children. She usual=-
ly goes to the riace vhers the mother works on the day she is paid and
gets her money. Irs. Q charges $10 a week for full time care for each

cf the children. Their mother takes them on Sundays.

lTs. Q fe=ls that a religious home is the best environment for children
to grow up in and asked if most of tie boarding homes didn't have a

strong religious feeling.

rg., Q was very interest=d in discussing the children andtieir bproblems
and the interviewer found it difficult to leave after an hour,
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This boarding family has had tie fifteen
year o0ld girl living with t:iem since Larch
1948. The family has legal custody of the
girl because her divarced father and step-
mother did not care fcr hLer proyperly.

Family isenmbers: Case 17
lre B = 42 years old

I‘t':rSQ B = 37

Daughter - 11

Daughter - 9

Daughter - 6

The B home was located in a small middle class section of Lansing a
block from one of tie main streets. The house was a white s:ingle, one
story building of six or seven ro.ms. In the yard were a sled and
several other toys. A white rlavhouse stood on one side of the yarde.
Th: yard was not a large one but had the an»nearance cf being a pleasant
place fcr children to play in the summer,

The front dcor opened directly into the small living room. A davenvort,
two easy chairs, and a table or two furnished the roome The cheiis and
davenport were slipcovered in bright floral patterns and the room had

a lived in appearance. A low screcsn stocd in the doorway betwe=n the
living rcom and the kitchen to keev the dog in the kitchen. The walls
were painted grey.

Irs., B opened the door with a pleasart greeting and tcok the interviewer's
coates She 1s a young appearing woman in her tairties. Her hair was up
in pin curls with a bandana wound turban style around her head, She

wore a navy blue flowered dress, stockings and sandals. Janice, the
tifteen year old girl who boerds with them was in the kitchen finishing
up the luncheon dishes. &rs. B said that Janice was going to visit her
aunt in a few minutes and they could telk then. Eefore the girl

left the interviewer hed the chance tc be introduced to her. She is
fairly short, stocky girl with good features but no make up and her

hair quite unkept. She wore a wrinkled cotton dress. Mrs. B explained
that Janice was home that afternoon because she had finished her semester
exams in the morning. She said that the girl got all A's and B's and
had been on the honor rcll that semester. She called out tc tne kitchen,
akking the girl questions about her subjects and school., Janice is in
the eleventh grade though she won't be sixteen until March. Lrs. B seem-
ed to take a great deal of iride in the girl's scholastic achievements.

lrg, B opened the conversation by telling about her own daughter who is
mentally and physically handicapped. She spoke enthusiastically about
the school for exceptional children, and explained the facilities which
they had available at the school and told of some of the problems they
hed in seecuring a place to continue the work ard in getting trained per-
sonnel to work with the children.

After Janice had left tie house, she spoke mors freely about her. The
B's have two other daughters, age six and nine besides the other child.
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The family became acquainted with Janice throi.gh having her baby-

sit for them, about three yecars ago. At that time, they learned
something of Janice's home life with her father and stemmother who was
quite mean to Janice end her brother, locking them out of the house
and not allowing them to go places with their friends. 4rs, B cone
tacted the Friend of the Court and told trhem that she would be willing
to make a home for Janice if it became necessery. Janice came to live
with the B's two ye:rs ago in March. The B's have legal custody of
the girl and plan to keep her with them until she is able to care far
herself adequately. krs. B explained that the arrangement was bene-
ficial to them as well as to Janice because the girl helvs with the dishes
and washing, as well as caring for the children.

The B's have tried to make Janice feel that siie is one of the family but
she spoke several times during the course of the imterview -f the resent-
ment which Janice has. She stated that about onee each momth she found
it necessary to sit down with the girl end talk things out with her,

She said with a laugh that her husband called it argueing but that she
felt it was just getting things straightened out. The Bchildren like
Janice but irs. B stated that she found it necessary to put the children
to bed herself because Janice could not nanage them as rasily. Janice
does all of the ironing for the household, wrile »rs. B takes care of
the washing. The girl washes tie dishes for the breakfast and evening
reals, with some assistance from “rs. B's nine year old. At the present
time, Janice has a part time job each noon in the high school cafeteria,
Krs. B explained taat Jenice wasn't going to take the Job this fall be-
cause her girl friend didn't want to, but lrs. B convinced her that it
would be a fine opportunity to meet new people and that Janice is very
happy with the work now. She is going to be promoted to cashier next
semester which is quite an honor, ususally held by senior girls. Janice
also hLelps li's. B with the household cleaning. ITs. B said that she

was quite lucky that Janice had not started 'running around with the
boys' as yet, because she has heard of the difficulties other parents

have had with this situation.

Mrs, B spoke at length of the girl's family background. Janice's own
mother lives in Detroit with a Negro man and has two small children, one
of them born this year, though she is not married. Janice knows of

tidis situastion but irs. B told her that she just couldn't waste time
worrying about her mother, that she was old enough to know right from
wrong and that it wasn't Janice's duty to fret about her and that Janice
would do best not to even think about her. The only time that the girl's
mother has visited her was just after tie B's took her, as she did not
want the family to edopt Janice. Jarice sees hLer father rarely as when
she visits him she invariably has a tiff with the stepmother and lirs. B
said that she just wouldn't take the girl there anymore.

l'rs. B said that her husband wasn't too much in favor of having Janice
board with them. &er father is supposed to pay $3.50 a week for her but
quite often does not. lrg, B said that in the two years Janice has lived
with them, they have received only about $75 from her father. The B's
take care of buying all of Janice's clothes and giving her spending money.
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Irs. B wants Janice to tell her where she is goingz when she leaves
tne house and related an incident which had occurred last summer when
Janice called up and said she was going out to Lake Lansing. Nrs, B
inquired who with and what they were goinz to do there. Janice did
not know and so *rs. B was hesitant to let h:r go. Janice told irs.

B that s1e just didn't want her to have any fun. 5She said that Janice
does go places in the evenings thoug: and occasionally they find it
necessary to get a babv sitter w.en Janice and “r. and irs. B are all
planning to go out.

Mrs, B said that si.e had thouzint about boarding a boy but felt that her
husband would not have the patience to talk things ovsr with him like
she does with Janice. lrs. B said, in relation to Janice, that it
seemed a shame tinat parents could treat a normal, bright girl like her
so badly when she was perfectly content to take care of her own mentally
handicapped child herself. She said she would hate to put hLer own child
in an institution as lonz as she can care for her at home. her one aim
for the child is to help her to learn to care for herself so that she
will nevsr be a burden on society.

lTs, B B2emed to feel that t'e problems she ha s with Janice are dif=-
ferent from those she hes with her own children, iiowever, this could
partly be due to the fact that Janice is several years older than lrs,.
B's oldest daughter. 3Ste also mention:d Janice's feelings of resentment
which she felt her own children would never have., She said that Janice
just didn't seem to feel that their home was her home too, though they
would like to have ner feel that way.

lTs. B said, tkhat tiey had tried giving Janice an allowance of ,3.00 a
week but had discontinued it because the girl didn't know how to manage
her money and seemed quite quarrelsome about it. Now, they let Janice
ask for money as she needs it, and the situation is much better. Jhe
asxed the interviewer's opinion as to why this would be so.

Janice is planning to eith:r ~> to business school or take up the
teaching of business coursea when sie is through high school. Irs. B
seemed to be interested in helping the zirl get started and stated that
the; expect Janice to ke=p living with tiem until shke is able to make
her way. -rs. B said that s.e tells Janice frequently that she hopes
she has enough sense to stay on with them, at le:ust until she finishes
high school. As a graduation gift next spring, the B's are planning on
taking Janice with them on a trip to the west coest., The family is
looking forward and plarning for this event.

Tre interview took a little over an hour. =Trse. B was interrupted two
or three times b the phone. She scemed tc enjoy talking a great deal
and did most of the talking with very few questions . She seemed to

be very interested in talking about Jenice and it was felt tiat the in=-
terview was successful.
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This interview concerned Faula, tle seven=
teen year old boarding girl, who was placed
in this home by the visiting tzacher in
January, 1949, Paula's parents are divorced
and her fatler has remarried,

Family Members: Case 18
lre R = 42 years old
I‘-:I‘s. R - 37

Trhe R home was located outside of Lansing in a section of small new
niomes. The R house was a one story, grey clapboard home. There was
a large yard in front of the house and tiie yard to one side of the
house was fenced in, apparently for a pete

The front door opened directly into the small living room, which was
furnished wi th a maroon plush davenport, matcning overstufied chair,
anotlier easy chair, two lerge rsadio sets in each corner of the one end,
end a table or two. :lie room w.s neat and tidy but not outstanding

in cclors, ar:rangewent, or choice of furnishings.

iTse R 1s a young eppearing woman with brown heir, btlus eyes, and
rimless glasses., 3She is not a ypretty woian but has an energetic

air and forceful ranner of speaking whieh give the impression of great
vitality. <he was dressed in a grey and vink striped cotton dress,
green anklets, and w. ite oxfords. 4Also present in the living room
were a large, fluffy cat, and a pekenese dog. unotlier cat could be
se>n lying on the b:d in the acjoining badroom,

lTrs. R has been boardinz chilaren since Jaiuary, 1949. At tlhat time,
she was approached by the visiting teacher of tiat district who knew
both ire. and - rs. , and ask=d them if they would teke a sixteen year
old girl for a few wezks. irs. R explainzd to the woman that they
would be glad to d: so except that tiiey had no room for anotiier per=
son in tieir howe unless shie could sleep on tlie daven.ort. A few

days later, the visiting teacher brought Faula to the & home and she
has been there ever since. +rs, R stated that they had only a pro=-
visional license bscause they have ro extra b:droom and raila is still
sleeping on the davengort.

Faula was class .4 as a 'rroblem child' when sie was brousht to the R
home, ard irs. R felt tlhiat ene would nev r take another teenager with
protlems agzain, if ziven the oprortunity. Iraula's mother is an alcoholie
and deserted the family of five children w.en rfa.la was about six years
0ld. ‘he Tatler attempted to make a home for the children for about
seven years and t.en remar:ied. The step-mother is a woman in her

early twenties and stie and Faula did not get alonge. Faula finally ran
anay from nome and went to _ive with her mother who could not ransce

her, and after & few weeks could cope with tie problem no longer. The
girl was placed in a boarding home but after a short period this arrange-
ment did not work out well, and at that time tiie visiting teacher brought
the girl to the is. Tre s do not receive any mcrey for boarding raula
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and take cars of buyiig her clothes and all tie ot =r tiincss she ne=zds
o:t of ti.eir own pockets. *rs. R stuted thzt t is hes often resulted
in she and lier hLusband sacrificing things that they want to keep Fauls,
but tiey want to do it.

I'Tss R felt that ste has a great rany rroblems with Faila w:ich she
does nct kncw Low to cope withe Cre cf these is ths fact that sie feels
that Fa.la tioinks tiie world cwes her a living. iTse & stzted that
Taula coperated on the theory thut 'if you are nice to me and cive me
tiings, 1 will be as good anc pleusant as a ciild can be but if you
cress re, I will make you scrry.' ra'la haelps «rse. d with tue disres
and does scre cleanin: ard oiner tasxs about tie house, but rse. R
fecels trat ti.e =il doss not Ielp as much as sie could if sne would
enly try. Zfaula has a tendercy to forget toe thiings she is suinosed

to doe trse It steted tlat tie girl likes tu be the center of attention
ard is not hapny if siie one isn't .mying attention to here uorse R
feels trat tiis is “robably an incication of Fa la's infericrity complex.
wrs. it said t.at sie wo:12 hate to Lave Fa'la leuve them now bzcause
they have werk=ad hard to build up a feeling of security for tre girl
and feel th=zt t'e cianges in hor lave been marked since she came to
live with tiems, .len foula first cene to their Lone, her grades are
failine, Ilow, however, she received two As, a B and a C on thie last
estirate. irs. X said that she did not expsct the girl to get all As
and she was v=r; haprpy for tiis grsat ci.ange. oSke and her husband

give Fai1la & cuarter for every a wileh s:e gets and she said the girl
really works for them.

Another protlem wiicn *rs. :t has with Fa la has t> do with clothes,.

Tie girl does not understand the difference between work clothes and
gocd clotres end will wear 2T grod sweaters with her tlue-jeans eround
the house and mut on her good coat to o out to tlhe garbage can or to
cet thhe milke The girl also has & tendency to want more expensive
elothes than tlie :.s can afford. Lrs. R felt that verhaps Faula is
jealous of her and ler husband. FYor instance, this winter lrs. R was
in lemphis and was able to tuy a lovely dress on sale fur seven dollars,
.en Paule ne=ded a new dress, g.e tcld the girl tiat sie could spend
around seven dollars for onre, as that is whet she herself spent. Faula
ended up buyinz a nine doller dress and iTrs. i thinks tiat sie did tuis
so thet si.e could have a dress better t.an «rs. lis. irs. R suowed a
blue wool skxirt which ste had given to Paula - it was one of her old
ones - for wicrking around the house or for school, Lowev.r, the girl
will not wear it and »rs. R cannot understand why. .rse. & does a great
deal of her own sewing anG maxes wost of her tliings except for good
cloties vihicn s:e feels have i.ore style if bought ready nades

lr. R ras a nice playful relationship with Peula, though lrs, R said
thet w-en Faula first came to live with them, on one occasion, ir. R
snapped the back of her bra jokingly and the girl got very hurt. ILrse
R explained to hor that lr. R wouldn't think of touciiing her and that
he 1liked to 'kid' and prlay around and she must learn tc take this in
the manner in which it wes given. Now, however, the two do a great
deal of 'horseplay' and get along well.
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Lrs., 2 has rad some trouble with the girl coming in nights. At the
pr=sent time, she allows Faula to bs out three nights a week, Two
these nizhts, ste has to cheerlead at the basketball games and the

other night can be of her cwn chcoslnge Iirse R expects Paula to be

in by 12:30 on date nizht, unless she has a very good excuse for

staying out longer. If she des not have an excuse, krs, R takes away
her dating privilege for a week. This plan has worked out well, as the
girl has a good sense of what is fair, and is willing to cooperate and
dces not resent being made to stay home, if she feels Lrs. R is justified
in doing so. irs, R stet=d that Paula has verr high moral standards and
will not allow boys tco much freedom with her. irs. R heard from one
boys mother that Faula slapped a boy in the face for telling off-color
stories in front of her., Faula does not aprrove of drinking and will
not date one boy whem she heard liked to drink. The girl also has very
high standards rezarding lying and stealing and “rs. R does not feel

she would ever do either.,

Mrse R fecls that Faule snould be able to get a job part time during
the year and during the summer. However, so far she has not been able
tc get Paula to do this, even though skhe has mentioned to her several
Jjob orpprtunities. Last summer, the girl nhad a job for about ten days
but brs., R felt she was justifi:d in quiting because her emrloyer
didn't treat lier right and told her that she should appreciate what
the Rs do fcr her because they were sacrificing to keep her, Lrs, R
resented them telling this to Paula and did not mind wiien she stopped
working for them,

Paula calls  r, and srs. R mother and daddy. Xrs. R sald taat tuis
sometimes embarrassed her as Faula implied that they were her real
parents. For instance, irs. R felt that same cf Faula's teachers,
knowing that she was an 'only child', might blame the Rs for things
which Paula did.

1Trs. R has encouraged Faula to tgke a business course in high school
and hoped that the girl would be able to use this treining when she
greduated. 4rs. R hopes thet Paula will stay with tiem until she
graduates from high school, because she does not feel that the girl
will ever finish without their encouragement. Faula is very interested
in school activities and is a cheer leader and in her class play,.

Before the interviewer left, Paula came home. She entered the back door,
calling a cheery greeting to her mother. blrs, R introduced trem and

she said she was v:ry glad to have met the interviewer and went into

t.e bedroom, Paula is a slight, blonde girl with pretty little features.
She smiled and seemed generally quite heppy and fond of Mrs. Re Mrs.

R feels that what Paula needs mots right now is some outsidie rerson who
could talk to her and help her to r=alize what the Xs are doing for

Ler, as kTs. R feels that one of her chief problems with the girl is

the fact that she doesn't show eny arpreciation for anything waich 1is

done for here
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There are no boarding children in tais
foster home at present, though the foster
mother spoke proudly of the many children
she has boarded in the past six years.

Family .Lembers: Case 19
ire H = 40

Mrs., H- 28

Son - 19

Daughter - 16

The H hcpie was located in a small rusidential section a block from

a very busy street leading to the center of town. The house was set
on a single lot, close to the street as are the rest of the homes in
this blocke The H ouse was a single story butterscotch colored clap-
board structure with brown trim. There was a small porech on the front.
The front yard was small with a hedge along one side,

}rs. H enswered the knock at the door. She was dressed in a eotton pink
end black plaid dress, stockings and high heeled black sandals. krs,

H is of a rather stocky build with brown curly hair and blue eyes,

She wore glasses. The front door opened directly into the small living
room which was furnished with a blue plush davenport and matching

chair, a grey occasional chair, a table and a small coffee table in
front of the davenport. The walls we.e done in a peach wall-paper with
white designe The room presented aneat apvearance and the furniture

was in very good condition, W¥hite erocheted antimaccassars were on the
davenport and chair set.

Mrs. H settled herself in one of the chairs and waited far the intere
viewer to open the ccnversation. After the conversation began, however,
she responded a little more enthusiastically. *rs. H stated that she
has been boarding children since before the war, she guessed for about
six years, but she meant longer than that, if she actually started be-
fore or at tie beginning of the war. At the present time, she is

not boarding any children directly, though she is considering putting
an ad in the paper., However, she said that she cares for a little girl
across the street two or three days a week when her mother goes with
her father to Detroit or out of towne. (He is a salesmem), On another
day she car:s for snother of the neighborhood children so she is quite
busy now without putting an ad in the paper. She stated that from her
ads she has had quite a number of other ladies who board children call
her up to find out how much she charges and refer children who need

to be boarded and live in her vicinity to her. She said that often a
number of people answer the ad who are looking for a boarding home but
live and work so far from her home that the arrangement just couldn't
work out for them,

lrs, H was notvvery clear as to the sequence of children she has had,
but did recall several that stood out in her mind. She has always done
day cere except for one little boy that she had full time for about nine
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months., ITs. & started boardingz children gradually. She originally
besan to care for neighbarhood children occasionally when they were

sick or the parents were going out of town for a few days. From this
start, she began to take children during the war wien so many women were
working in factories. She said that she hes always enjoyed children,
having two of her own and doesn't find them any trouble to have in

the house and she has never had eny trouble managing c¢hildren, To il=
lustrate her proint she cited several examples,

A woman called lher one day and said she was anxious to put her little
girl in a new boarding home because she felt that tle home she was in

at that time did not like the child. Sie explained to Lrs. H that the
little girl had a hair 1lip and cleft palate and was not very attractive,
Te child was to have an operation in eight months and was to gain five
pounds by that time so as to be in good physical condition. irs, H
agre=zd to have t-e woman call on her with thie child w.ich she dide At
the time the mother brought the little girl. krs. H had a neighbor and
her child visiting her. The motier came in and brought the fifteen
month child in, encouraging irs. ¥ to make up to her. Irs. H said that
she wouldn't do that, tiat it was better to have the child make the
first move. The little girl sat down on tine floor and began playing
with tiie other child. Zventually, she brought a book over to Irs. H

and climbed up ¢n her lap to be read to. The motier was very surprised
at this, because tiie child was very shy and did nct make up to strangers
r-adily. Lrs. H kept the little girl for the eight months and in seven
months she had gained the requir=d five pouuds. She was very proud of
this and said sne required five pounds. She was very proud of this and
said she grew very fond of the childe The motier called her the other
day and is going to bring tve little girl over to s=e lxs. H because she
is finished with the series of operations now and looks like different
child. lrs. I had to feed her a special diet wlhen she had her due to
the condition of her mo th., The child played with the other children

in the neighborhood and ot along very well there. The mother told her
that in the boarding home the c¢hild hed been previously, she would start
to cry in the morning wien they left her and when they came at night she
was sitting in a chair, crying.

Mrs., H told of another 3 year old boy s:e had taken whom the parents
just couldn't manage but she never had any trouble with hime kis
parents had whipped him, but she never had to do that. She would
just tell him that unless he minded her, he couldn't go out and play
with the other boys and that seemed to work just fine.

The only people she has had any trouble with were a couple who brought
their little girl to her filthy dirty, arranging to call for her each
evening. However, they failed to d& soe. Eventually, Mrs. H called
them and they came and took the child for the week end, bringing her
back to lirs, & in the same dress ehe had left in, and almost as dirty as
she was when “‘rs, i first got her. About this time, the child's grand-
father found out where she was and got in touch with the Hs. The child
was eventually teken by the court, and the grandfather paid the child's
board bill and for the clothes which s, I had found it necessary to

purchase. Outside of this instance, brs. n has nev.r had any trouble
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about pecple peyineg her. sShe said a lot of boarding homes ask for the
money in advance, but she has never found it necessary. Lrs. H. charges
¥l1l.50 a day for day care. During the war, she chargsd 42.C0 per dg .

Evidently the children whom ‘rs, H has cared for rerenber her after

they are back in their own hcmes. Ohe s2id there is one little five
year old who calls her up almost every week and asks her when she can
core and stay with her again. a4nother femily had moved to Lansfield,
Chio and callecd her ur long aistance to tell her how sorry they were thet
they kadn't lLad a crnance to come and see Ler before they left town. She
talked to each one of tiae several children in the family and was quite
touched that they would do this. Another little girl elways tells her
that if any thing harpens to Ler own mother and father, she wants to
corme and live with irs. He The child's mother hes told her, also that
if anytrning haprens to then, she wants lirs. H to heve lary, The family
dces a great deal of flying, having tieir own plane.

lrs. H said trat tihe children she has boerded have always called her
Lzmra H. ©She usually gives the boarding children two meals, breakfast
and lunch and the own mrents take tiiem for the evening meal, If the
child comes and is not hungry for breakfast in the morning, she lets
them vlay around for a bit before they eat. She often plans to go for
a walk with the children she heas, if at all possible, some time during
the day.

She has been ask=d to care for cnildren with scarlet fever which she did
not &, due to the fect tlat siie was unwilling to expose her own family.
Anctr.er time, she was asked to take a d:ing baby in bandages wirich she
refused to do, f:eling that tie child belonged in the hospital and she
disliked getting attached to a dying child, whose own parents refused
to care for him.

lrs. spoke proudly of her own children. She s:iowed a recent phctograph

of her teenage caurhter and said that she has four femilies for whom she
does bzby-sitting. Irs. H feels taet the children she hzs boarded have
been a good experience for her deughter, as she learned to make up a
fcrmula and change diavers, etc. from working with the children her
motlier tooke Irs. H's son was recently di scharged from the service and
has taken a preliminary test to g=t a job in the same outfit with his
fatier. LTs. H couldn't recall what type of a test this was, but said it
was an I.4g. test or sometiinz like t.at. &rs, 1 also stated that her
husband enjoyed the children and didn't mind at all thet ste boarded them.

lrse. H likes children and doesn't mind the responsibility. She said

that she was used to it, for her own mother had to work outside the home
and she has elways had to help. She feels per!'sps that many girls today
are unwilling to assume the proper responsibility, even when they can

g-e it. She said that the jparents of the children she has boarded have
had to board their children out because bot: perents found it necessary

to work to make eny money and keep goirg. lost of them were young couples
Just starting out.
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Apparently, iTrs. it takes rride in botu h:r own home and what she is
doing and it was felt this was a very satisfactory intsrview, although
it is unfortunate that she couldn't recall more accurately when she
had t-e different children, and wnen she start<d tc board cnildren,
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This foster family is not boardirg any
children at the present time because
of illne:s in the boarding family,

The boarding mother di scussed the many
children she has toarded in the last
seventeen years,

Family llembers: Case 20
ir. P - 58 years oid
ars, P - 55
Son - 12

The P home was located in a sexi-commercial distriect with several stores
and a filling stzticn nearby. The house was a one and a half story
write elapboerd with a pecrch running across the front. It wes set

close to the street, with a vsry samall yard in front.

The front door opened directly into the small living room., Tre wells
were covered with a pale wall-paper and a blue flowered czrpet was on
the floor. 4an archway with villars on each side separected the living
room from the dining room beyond. The furniture in the living rcom con-
si sted of a large davenport, two easy chairs, a knee-hole desk and other
small tables. Severel pictures were on the walls,

Irs. P is a short stocky woman with greying black hair, blue eyes and
rimless glasses. Sne was clad in a lavendar flowered cotton dress,
feded sweatcr and whide anklets with black snoes. She opened the door
with a vleasant smile and told the interviewer to take off her coate
1rs. F wss willing and anxious to tell anything that might be of help
and held her boarding h me record in her hand throughout the interview,
referring to it from time to time to check on a child's name or how long
a particular child had lived in her home,

Mrs., P stated that she has b-en boarding children for about eighteen
years. She boarded full time originally for a child placing agency.

Last year she changed to day cere because the fanily has moved and their
new home does not have the room for full time care. lurs. P also has

some trouble with arthritis and feels that sue does much better now,

only having the children during the day. Irs. P could not recall exactly
how long she had been boarding privately. She thousht it was for about
six or seven years. The F's adopted tlieir twelve year old son about six
years ago and since that time, «rs. P Las gotten most of her children
through vrivate arrangsments because she felt the agency did not approve
oi' her adoption of the boy, Tirmy. 3he said that they did not send her
very many children after t.ey took the boy and so she began to board
rrivately. Sne stut:d tiat t.e azzncy cannot board children in the same
home as rrivately boarded ciildren so she told the agency that they didn't

need to send her any chnildren after that time.

At tne yresent time, irs. P is not toardinz any children. Tie last child
she had was a four ysar ola girl lest June for two weeks. Due to 1ll-
ness in her own family, lrs. P has been busy caring for grandchildren
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and mexing trips tc tie hospital. lrs. P stated that s.e nad boarded
twenty three children in the last eighteen ysars for three months or
more., She caid witi a lauzh that she would hate to try and count all

of the others that siie had kept for a shorter length of time. Iirs,

P first began to board children when her ycungest child started to
school. 3She co'1ld not have any more children herself and so decided to
board a child beca'se sie miss 4 having a little one about tie hcuse.

At that time, lrs. P did not have a boarding license, Sie daid not
realize that this was necessary. Aftsr s few months, one of her neigh-
bors reported srs. P to the welfare and tley called her and asked her
why she didn't have a license. She told them that she didn't know about
t:is regulation and they eventually investigated her home and licensed
Lher. She said with a laugh that as soon as they learned tuat she wanted
to board children, every agency and the state and everybody wanted to
put a child in her h me. She was licensed to board two children full
time. ITse. P said that she has boarded every kind of child possible
and has enjoyed them all, .ne vay ar enother., She spoke with pride of
the fact that she still hears from many of her 'children' and two or
tiree girls she has boarded have gotten marri.d from her home and have
babies of treir own now. lirs. P charges ¥1l0 to %12 a week for day care,

derending on the person.

\Mrs. P stated thet she boerded two mentally deficient children during

the time thet she was boarding for the agency. One of these, a seven

y ar cld boy wio evidently was sypalitie, she described in great de-
tail. She had tae child for seven months and finally Just had to

have the agancy c¢.me and get him because the strain was too much for her.
The child could not be housebroken and could not rerwember his name for
five minutes. ILrs. P felt that Lhe was oversexed and it embarrass:d her
to take rim rlaces end it was impossible to leave him alone.

irs. P spoke with great fondness of several otier of the children sie
Las bcarded. One boy had infantile paralysis. On sevsrla occasions she
has boarded unwed motners and treir babies. Lrs. P feels a great deal
of s;mpathy for girls wio 'get in trouble'and said t.at if she had the
money, sie would like to start a hcme for them, and give them place to
live where they have a chance to make a go of it without being condemed
as bad., lrs. P feels that it is these girls' own mothzrs and fathers
who were basically at fault by not giving them the rroper instruction
and example right at home, instead of letting them learn the facts of
life from their friends or intthe school. The parents can be a living
example of the goodness of sex, if they will be frank and open hearted
with t-eir enildren, woich most of them don't seem to want to do; then
turn around and throw all of the blame on the child when she gets in
tro:bles Lrs. P also felt that t.e boy was as much to blame as the girl
only the girl had to bear tre brunt of it because she carried tne child
and no one even knew who the f.ther was or condemned him at all,

Mrs. P also spoke with great feeling about telling adopted children they
are adopted and not letting tiem find out from someone outside the
family. Sh: gave as an example one of her girlhood friends who had been
told by a neichbor and just crushed, She has always told tieir boy that
he is trneir edopted son and he understands about it. The boy hates lLis
ovin mother, but lrs. P hoped that he would find it in his heart as he
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grows older to forgive Zer. *rs. P felt tiat 'Judge not tlat Ye
be not judged' is a good maxim to follow,.

lrs. P £21t that boarding indep=ndently is a mors satisfactory arrange-
ment tlan boarding for an agency or for the state. She stated that when
you rnigke an arrangement witl the child's own motier, thie situation works
out much better. You are also more likely to get normal children. Fron
the azenc;, «rs. P said that she never knew what s.e wss going to get.
irs, r also stuted that tle agency tried to lay down too many regulations
to follow in caring for t.eir children and irs. ¥ felt thet with her

wide exverience in carin: for children, being told wiat to do was un=-
necessary and irritzting.

Irs., © is mot: r to a Cub Scout Den once a w:ek and spoke enthusiastical=-
ly of t is activity. 3She got out soms plastzr of raris molds she makes
of indians and other figures whici: the Cubs decorates sier son, Timy,
is also a scout. i:e came home from school wiile the interviewer was
tiere., ©e is a nice looking boy with blonde Lair and rosy cheeks. hLe
was dressed in a plaid suirt and blue jeans. Timay came in the front
door with his goloshes covered witn snowe. arse : reminded nim that

he siiould use the kitcuien d:or when Lis feet vere snowye. The boy took
off his boots at onee. *“rs. £'s four year old grensoa was also present
during tue intsrview. a6 plaved quietly in the dining room, most of

the time. After Timiy came uowme, he and Timmy got out tieir erector set
and started to build sonieti.ing on the floor.

Another of lrs. P's licbbies is helping peorle in Lurope. oShe got a
stock of letters and photographs from the desx and snowed me sev ral of
the letters from people in Germany and other countriese. She has sent
then several rackazes a d pointed out t..e different peonle in pictures
shich thev had sent her. Cne of these families has sent Lrs, r sone
rand rede lace and handkerchiefs and other linens w.ich she treasures
tiegnly and got aut of & drawer wrepped in tiss:e paper to siow to the
interviewer,

Irs. F said t at ner husband enjoys the boardinz children wien she has
them and they usually c¢all her oad iTr. P ilama and Daddy if the; are with
them long. -rs. P fecls tuat Timuy is t rning out to be a fine boy.

e gets excellent grzdes in sclhiool and she is proud of him. Sie urged
him to s.ow some cars he nad built which ne did. i:e also skowed some

of t.e rlaster of paris .ndians he had worked on.

Defore ti.e interviewer left, Lrs. F insisted t.at sie take a plaster
horse-head pin w.ich s.e had made. 3lLe told sevi.rel times that she
hoped she would come back again and visit tiem, and Loped thet she
nadn't taken up t-o mueh of tl.e intarviewer's time.
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