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CHAPTFR I
INTROCUCTICN

Four roints of vie# from which American scales and
standards cf living may be approached are from the amount

of income, t:ze cccuration, the country cf crizin gr race
(1

and lastly, gecgraphic sections of the country. The
fourth is the view from which standards cf living have been

viewed in this study of thz Fast lNortn Central States, or

the YMiddle Vest.

In the Middle West, the most homezeneous and by
consequence the most democratic part of the United
States, the standard of living has a certain tentative
character. Tne lfiddle VWVesterner also emphasizes the
material side of 1life, but mcre because of lack of ex-
perience than because ¢f convicticn. He has the least
instituticnalized of all American standards of liv-

ing. (3)
Definition.

The tera standard of living has two Aifferent ccnnota-

ticns. One, a meaning which has come into current usage

merely vertains tc the actual appcrtionment of income for

Ccmmodities and services and is termed by Flict the "Plane
'z

~

©f Living". The other meaning c¢f standard of livirng in-

Cludes all the values which we consider essential to cur

W 211 veing. It differs from a plane of living in that it

€mbraces those gocds and services which we believe necessary

©T insist upcn having.

With these two ideas prevalent, it i3 necessary tc state

\

g}) Flizabeth Fllis Hoyt, Thz Consumpticn cf "eilth, p. 238.
S) Icid., p. 2€°

(3) T™omas D. Flict, Aaserican Standards and planes of Liv-

in%‘, pl 10






which meaning is intended by the rhrase in this studiy. It

covers mcre than a plane cf living althoush the standard of
living can to a ccnsiderable extent be deduced from the plane
of living. Conseguently it 1is necessary to chccse a d=fini-
tion which covers standard of living in the breader and, to
the home economist, mere valuable sense of the term.

A standard of livirng, then, is a set of attitudes
tosard certain values, -- gocds and servicsas, eccnomic
or non-econcmic. It is made up cof these values which
are taken for granted or are insisted upcn, &nd for the
securing cr maintenance or restoration of which active
efforts and sacrifices will be uniertaken. (4)

When people find their standards are about 4o be leowered,

that is, that they are going tc have to dc without some

t hings which they ccnsider essential, they will put forth a

exlsting cturdaris.

v igorous effort in crier to maintain their

These standards are kept dynamic largely 4hrough emulaticn.

P eople are ccnstantly swayed bty the higher standards of cothers,

wliich they see displayed about them. The desire %o 2ttain

cx approximate these higher standards results in the dynamic

nature of standards cf living.

The standard cf living is but a plan of life which
makes the ovest adjustment to the situation, to.the re-
sources which are at nerd and within the control ofthe

group in question.(3)

Scope.

The group in questicn in this study embraces those

States which comprise that section of the country previ-

Cusly termed by historians as the l11d-Vest territory. Tre
\

(4=) Thenas D. Fliot, cop. cit., P. S

(55) Hazel Kyrk, & tneory of Cconsumption, p. <C€.




present termincleogy, as listed by the 15th Census ¢f the
United States, 1€0T, Volume I, Pecpulation, is the Fast

North Central States, namely: Onie, Indianra, Illinois,
Michizan, and Visconsin. The states were admitted tc the
union as iniicated: Chio, 1803; Indiana, 1816; Tllincis, 1€18;
Michigan, 1837; Wisccnsin, 1848. It is frcm these dates that
the develcpmert of stunfards cf living in this stuly kegins.
Althcugh they entered statehcod at diverse periocds, each hLas
under gcne like exgeriences.

Fach state went through a stage cf explcraticn and in
the course of time was innhabited by the frontiersmen cr ear-
ly hunter picneers. Later a pericd oi intensive settling
was exgerizsnced. The span of time covered is abvcut a centu-
ry and a third, from the early niﬁ%eenth century up through
the presen} era.

Purpose.

It is the purpose of tne study to shos a development of
the standards c¢f living of middle class fawilies in these
specific states from thelr rioneer pericds up to the present;
explaining hcw the concerticns cf these people changed as to
what ccnstituted necessities and what paths were taken Dy
these changes. Finally note is made of the trends ncw evi-
dent. As a tasis for this study the prases c¢f home life
dealing with food, clothing, shelter, fuel and 1light, fur-
nishings, hcousehcld eguiprment, educatlion, recreation,
hospitality and religion are covered. It i3 reccgnized

that a study cf these factors does not constitute a complete






Elcture cf 2 standard of living, but they are vital elements
in all standards. This stuly shcas how each pericd has been
surerseded by the cne follcwing; the pioneer, by the days
fellewing thq ricneer time up tc the twentieth century con-
tiruing thrcuzgh the present. 1In the present situation trends
may be fcund.

Mcre emphasis 1s placed upon the picneer days tnin upon
the middle and presant perlcds as tnis has certain features
of hcme 1lifz peculiar tc the szctiocn. After the first era,
these characteristics ware influenced by outside forces and
gradually assumed a mcre cr less universal aspect.

Fxisting standards of living are the result of pravicus
Sstandards. This fact 1is indicated by the folloving quota-
tion:

American standards are Aynamic; they include (para-
dcxically) the grasdual raising of the plane of living
and even cf the standard itself. Ve expect tc imprcve
cur lect an? our prosgects and thcese of cur children;
children expect, if nct to start vwhare thelr carents
left cff at least %tc finish ahead of them. (6)

Thus, it is shown that 2 basis fer present stainfards cf liv-
1ng can te obtained thrcugh a stuly cf tha evolution of the
FTrevicus standards cf thz group. It is in suck manner that
thig stusy is relate? tc the general stuly of standards of
living.
Metnod.

The work has been carried cn by the historical nethcd,

——

(8) Thomae D. Fliot, op. cit., p. 11.
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due to the fact that it pcrtrays the origin and devalep-
ment of standaris cf living in the above named locality..
Histories cf the states, collecticna cf the State EHist-
orical Societies cf Michigan, Illincis and Wisccnsin,
letters c¢f early settlers, reainiscences, newspapers, rec-
ords and novels were read. Personal ccnversation with
people interest2d in, and versed on picneer living con-
dition, likewise, have been valuzble. From the portions
of this material dealing with home life, the information
has been gathered.

The most impertant scurces of the afcrementioned ma-
t erial were The John Crerar Library in Chicago, Illincis,
The Rockfcrd Public Livrary, Rockford, Illinois, The Free-
rort Public Library, Freeport, Illinols, Wisconsin Histor-
ical Library, VMadison, ¥Wisconsin, Michigan State College
Library, Fast lansing, Michigan, Michigan State Library,
Lansing, Michigan. Two historical collections, cne, the
Pioneer rcom in the State building, larsing, Michigan, and
the other, Grants' home in Galena, Illinois, were visited.

Since no like study has been found, it may prove of
interest to students of standards of living and especially
t © home economists. It may be of interest to students in
Standards of living, obecause its aim is to give a histor-
ical development of standards in this sectionjto the home
€concmist, because in this study the economic choices of
these pecple are shown and the develcpment of their choilces.

From the home economists' standipoint, these two ltems are






of major interest.

Preliminary Statemernts.

Preceding the ccnsideration of their standards it
seems essential that we cbserve briefly ths gecgraphic
crigin of the inhabitants, their mctives for cominz to
this new# unsettled regicn cf the Fast North Central States,
where they settled and why. The earliest immigrants to
this section came frcm the eastern and scuthern states cf
our country, the majcrity cf these beinzg of rative New
Fngland stcok, Thess pecple ware imbued with the idea of
going west frem ricturesyue accounts related in the nevws~-
ragers, letters from earlisr adventures to the sczne, and
by word of mcuth frcm travelers. To them this vast area
was an "Fl Doradc" where they would be able tc make their
fertunes. Those who first dared tc venture into the wild-
erness, settled alcng the waterways and on the fringe of
the fcrests. Thueg - they were afforded travel and transpcr-
tation facilities and materials for fuel and shelter. lean-
inzly, the prairies were left uninhabited for the first
years cf settlament, as they were thought to be of little
value.

At a later cdate immigrants from Nerthern Furope very
rapidly came to the United States, due tc econemic diffi-
culties in their native lands. Great numbers of these
foreign immigrants moved westward with the rest cf the
throng; in fact in groups so large that even to-day we find

German Ccmmunities, Sweedish settlements, Dutch colonies, a



Swiss coleny, Fnglisn settlement and the like, scattered
Lhere and there thrcugn our country. The influx cf South-
ern Furopeans followed some what later.

These pecrle ¢f the carly picreer pericd, cn the whole,
suffered their standaris c¢f living tc be lowered. It is
rare fer an individual or a group veluntarily to lcwer the
standard c¢f living. Of thcse who do lower their standards -

Generally, they fall intc two classes, thcse who
expect the departure from the accegted standari tc te
cnly tenmporary, and these urder the influsnce cf scome

strceng religious cr cther emoticnal aggpeal. (7)

The peorle cf these states, with whom w2 begin cur study,
are clearly rerresented by the first of these. There was
always a drive there which urged them cn to a higher stand-
ard then the terporary cne under which they were living.
Those standards existing were dynamic and have led from one
stage to ercther in a gradual ugward trerd.

It is to these picneers sho firat bullt hemes in this
new land that we ncw turn to tezin a study of the dsvelop-

ment of standards cf living in these states.

(?) Hazel Xyrx, op. cit., p. 181



CEAPTFR II
FOOD

In tracinzg the develcocpment cf the standards cf living
cf the Fast Ucrtn Central Stutes, it is reguisits that the
early s=ttlers cf these ccaurunities ani thelir living con-
ditions ve atvdied. Cince it was ncted befeore that exist-
irng standards are the results cf previcus standuris, there
will fcllecy the consideraticn cof living cf earlier cays
ané a like coneideraticn of each successiva perici, in
crier to show tils relaticnsihig.

PICIEER PEFRICD

Attention is first directed to the study of ths foods
cf this greoup. Cf primary imgcrtance in any stuly cf starnd-
arés ci living is thz item of fccds The picnrneers, uron
first arriving in a community, wculd find ¢heir fcod supgly
limited, until they were settled in their permanent hcmes.

Eut fccd --- was ths severest want of the rion-
eers. True, the wooeds were full of game, but veniscn,
turkey, and bear-meat all the time became tirescme
encugh. There was no bread or salt. The scanty salt-
springs were therefore precious. The Indian corn,
#hen cnce startcd, was the chief reliance for man ard
beast.(1)

Aside frowm wild game, of meats salt pork was ihe
staple, and meny of the peogle rarely had any ctaer,
out all had wneat or corn tread and potatces, and a
nearty agratite need crave nothing better. (3)

Nevertheless as socn as ground was cleared and crops were

(1) Rufus Xinz, Chic, pp. 298-2¢9.
() Thomas YcIntyre Cccley, Michigan, p. 341






raised, thers was an abuniance cf fceds, Althcuzh the
early settlers had fev articles in %neir diet,

Ereal an? pctaitces and salt rerk ware the stagples
and ccenstituted the ncen meal in many homes. ©Cn Sun-
days or on sgecial occasions th= men woull bring in
rabtbits, syuirrels cr pessibly turkeys for dinner. The
dinner table generally nheld a large platter, heaging cor
Filled high with steaminz rctatces and boéiled gork.
Eread a gle.nty was there ani the bowl of hot flcur
gravy, made of flcur and water seasoned with salt, cocck-
ed cccaslienally with a little grease gravy from a giece
of meat.(d)

This gravy proved anothier means of vi&ing the diet. It was
from such early use of gravy tnat there is fournd, no douot,
the great amcunt of gravy usad in this secticn to-day.

The menus of these early settlers shcw the little var-:
lety of focds availadle. The follcwing extract from a let-
ter indicates this repeated use of meat, pctatces, an? so
forth, three times a day. "As far as eating is cecncerned I
am an American already. BResides abcve, meat ani rotatces,
bread ar? buttsr and toastS in the morninz there is coffee

(4
and in the evening tea." Manus for anocther day include
breakfast of milk gerridge, coffee, breal ani butter, and
porks dinner, of pudiing, pcrk and rctatces; supger, the
5
same as breakfast, with tea instead cf coffee. Ancther
common Siet was 8alt bacon and "greens" with corn tread
and thin ccffee. ¥ilk and butter were availadble fcor the

(5) .
farmer. Thais sameness cf dist was relgyed during the

(3) Henry Ormal Severance, The Story of a Village Comuunity,
po +Oe

(4) Dinsdale Papers, Lastter, September 14, 18+,

(5) Téwin Eottcmoy, An 014 Fnzlish Settler in Wiscensin, p.4l.

(e) William Taward Dodd, Expansion and Conflict, p. <08.
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spring, and suumzer by the inclusicn cf growing things. Cul-
tivated fruits were a luxury.

Yany crchards were glanted out few, a3 yet, were
bearing, and frult was a rare luxury ---. Taey sere
forced, therefere tc be ccntent with the w1ild fruits
of the country.(7)

In seeson, much us2 was made of wild fruits, the mecst im-
rcrtant cf which were crab agprles, wild plums, thorn aggles,
grares, tlack verries, rasrberries an? strawberries. In
sunner, any vegetables raised gave variety to the foods
served. Those mcst ccmmenly usel by the housewives were
potatoes, turrnigs, carrects, cabdbvage, teans, pumpkins corn
(&) (e
and greens. T-ese fccds were callesd "roughness®. It
1s of interes% tc note the uvsage of th= term "roughness"
wien referred to vegetables. Provably "rcughaze" bears
direct relationship to the term "roughness" so long ago
Instituted. The many methcds ¢f rreparing ccrn shoew the
importance of this foodstuff in the diet, the use of which
was taught to them by the Indians. The mecst famous of
these corn dishes were hoe-cake, ash-cake, johnny-cake,
decger or gene, hominy-samp, pop-corn and succotash., If
flour and orezdstuffs became a scarce item, thes ccrn
7ould be grcundi up in a woccden mortdr. The fine wculd be

(10)
used as meal and the ccarse fcr hominy.

(7) Themas McIntyre Ccoley, op. cit., pp. 241,-343.
(8) William Edward Dodd, copg. cit., p. &0%.
(€) ¥illiam Lewis Nida, Stcry cf Illincis and Its D;ggle
P .
(10) Crarles Pichmoni Tuttle, Illustratsd Histery of the
State of Indiana, p. 484.
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During the butcherirg season all the families of tl=
immediate vicinity would vutcher a+ cifferent times and share
#ith the cthers the fresh meat, thus ircreasing the length cf
time this dellcacy coull e =njoyed by all. This seascn was

ccnmenly referred to as "h?é—killing tire" and meant that

1)
fresh meats were abtundant. Honey, marle syru% a?d marple
‘ 12
sugar and mclaasses were used in place cf sugar. CcIfee

and tea were luxuries, Lut had substitutes; for tea, sassa-

fras, sage an? m%nt; fcr coffee, parched rye, ovarley and
le
ctier grairs. Milk and butter were plepntiful as a rule.

Yecst of the fcocds listed above were raisad Ly the

plcneers. Very 1little was bougat ocut right, ?ecause of
(1

+
the high prices ani the scarclty of money. Earter as a
reans cf cbtainirg certain comwcdities was practiced te
(15)
scme extert. Heney, coonskins and beeswax were uesed
(18)
largely in excharge cf gccds.

These focdstuffs vere prepared in simple style. In
spite cf the fact cf silmplicity cf style, the task was
difficult due to the lack of equipment with which to work.
The fcod was greparced entirely over an oren-fire place,

Ccrn bread and johnny-¢ake were baked in the
Lutch cven, the hoe cakes and pan cakes bzked on the

(11) ™. Edward Dodd, op. cit., p. &C8.
(12) vable F. Ricumcnd, Cerntennial Histcry cf Lecatur and
Tecon County, . 7<.

(13; Ibid., g. 7%
Tl1lincis State !iistcrical Livrary Publlication ,

No. XXI, p. 145. _
(15) Elmer =aldwin, Fistory of laSalle Ccunty Illincis, P.173.

(18) Illincis State Historical Library Publicaticn., n§%5XXI’
p- .







griddle, the hasty puiding, the nulleil corn and the

hominy beiled in the pot with all the savery meats

cocked in a ddzen different ways.(17)
As ncted from this quotation, scme of the foods were boil-
ed; those sultable for the procedure were baked in the
ashes.

For a wnile bread was baked cn 'jomnny' or jour-
ney bcards, rnence, jechnny cakxe. These bcards were
succth, two feet leng by eight inches wide. Corn meal
was mixed with water, the dcugh sgread cut on the
bcard and tien turred up tc the fire. After cne side
was baked, tne dcugh was turned and baked cn the cther
side.(18)

Later than the use ¢f the jchnny voards, vread-stuffs and
ccrn mixtures were baked In the Dutch oven c¢r by m2ans of
the reflectcr.

Tiie greservaticn of fcod was the most 1limgortant method
for making the focd suprly more censtant. The focds which
could not be stered dry cr racked in vegetable cellars were
preserved by drylng, sacking and pickling. The equipment
for this purpose ccnslsted cf an amazing varisty of ingen-
icus baskets, buckets arnd jars. This equipment, which is
unknown tec-day was useld in arts lost to home makers of this
age, who use foods #Lich come from the factory. Vith this
equipment, even the poorest homes of that time had an abun-
dance of food, thouzh it may have been coarse ani mcnoton-

(19)
Gusg .

(17) Illinois State Historical Library, Publication ,
No. XXI, p. 1l46.

(18) William Lewis Nida, o¢p. cit., p. 103. )

(19) Ralph Berscdi, Tails Ugly Civiligation, p. 69
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Drying of fcod was the mest popular method of rreserva-
ticn practiced amcng the early settlers. When one entered

a home, many drying or dried grocducts could be seen hanging

x’;ci

from the rafters. On the flcoor cf %he)loft, very frequent-
21

ly, more food would Dbe placed to dry. ruit, corn, meat,

teans and pumpkins were among these fools ccmmonly dried.
Meat was salted and smoked as well as dried. It was an or-
dinary sight to see pleces cf meat hanzinz in the fire place.

Ve used tc lay by a zgcec? 42321 ¢f Ary varnison., We'd
first salt it dcwn for a few days, arn? then hang 1t vy

tae kitchen fire to dry. The dried meat was called

jerked veniscn.(23)

Preserves were made cf +the wild fruits and vegetab-
les.

Lc ycu krnew what pumpkin butter 1s? Ve made 1t oy
boiling ¢he pumpkins in a big kittle,(24) then squeez—
ing the julce out in a press, and straining and boiling
i1t down. TFerhagps 1t would Le thickenel soms with ag-
rles. You spread trat on a plece of bread, and ycu'd
think it was the only thinz in the werld.(<5)

Scre foedstuffs werz icklzc.
Fruits and vegetasles fer inter U:? w;re buried in
~
28
the ground in a pit dug for the purpose. Milk and cream
were kept in crocks set in 4 spring. Thls practice very

early led tc the bullding cf & sgring house, specifically

§ZO) Howard S. Rogers, History c¢f Cass County, r. 108,

21) ishigan Picneer Collections, +Vel. V, p. 04C.

(22) Clifton Johrscn, Yishways an? Cywavs cf the Mississippi
Yilley, p. <=C.

(23) Thomas McIntyre Cccley, op. cit., p. 242,

(24) "Kittle" scelling used in guote.

(25) Clifton Jchrsen, orv. cit., p. 341,

(28) Tiscensin Fistorical Ccllectiecns, Vel. VIII, p. 293,
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for this purposes.

Thus we see that these people who dared to come into
this new country had food in ple .nty as a rule, but in no
great variety. The people in the period following the
pioneer period up to the twentieth century show some inter-
esting relationships to this previous group in regard to
food practices,and to these we now turn our attention.

MIDDLE PERIOD

Food still was found in great abundance and the var-
iety was inoreasing. Following the pioneer, more kinds of
food were served: for breakfast not only fruit, coffee and
rolls, but steak, chops or hai and eggs, and often fried
potatoes, Oatmeal was included as a breakfast dish and
many had to have a steck of buckwheat cakes; for dinner,
the mid-day repast, most thought that two dished of meat,
or one of meat and one of fish none too many, and a half
& dozen vegetables ?ggg frequently served; supper was not
such a hearty meal.

The farmers had a greater variety of things to
eat. If a family of eight or ten had dropped in to
dinner, the housewife would have been prepared, the
larder was always full. Salt pork, hams, sidepork,
potatoes, beans and bréad and butter and lots of
flour for hot biscuits, preserves, canned fruit in
its season, apple pies and the like, were available
most of the time.(38)

(39)

There was 8till a lack of balance in ration in the

early part of this period. Too much meat and too few vege-

_ (30)
tables were served. It was not until the latter nineteenth

87) Allen Nevins, A History of American Life, p. 310.
38) Henry Ormal Severance, op. clt., DP. %4.
39) Carl Russell Fish, The Rise of the Gommon Man, p. 140.

(30) Ibid, op. oit., p. 140.







century that much attention was given to the kinds of food
to include in the diet. Then vegetables were served in sea-
son in greater numbers, and in winter canned vegetables and
relishes were uaed.(al)An abundance of meat still was in-
cluded as late as 1890.(32) At the outset of this period
the three meals of the day were practiocally 1dentioa1.(35)
As time went on they were gradually changing. Tea and
coffee were almost universally used as beverages now in
place of the substitutes used before. Tomatoes, asparagus
and rhubardb were new foods. Apples, peaches, pears, cher-
ries and quince were found in orohardn‘34)and there was
less dependenéde on the wild fruits aa-the fruit trees be-
gan to bear. Oatmeal was added as a breakfast dish, but
8till on the breakfast menﬁtgzund meat, potatoes, eggs,
coffee, rolls and fruit.(ss)In the summer season the var-
iety of foods was much greater, because of the use of vege-
tables and fruits grown. Foods were being shipped in from
outlying distriotc.(ss)rhin practice was destined to be an
important factor in later years and lent variety to the
menu, and also made the season for some foods longer.

Most of the vegetables and fruits were raised by the

(31) Carl Russell Fish, op. cit., p. 140.
§33 Robert S. Lynd, MiddEetown, p.1586.

33) Carl Russell Fish, op. cit., p. 140.

(34) C. B. Johnson, Illinois in the Fifties, ©p. 39.
(35) Allen Nevins, op. cit., p. 310.

(38) Ibid, p. 76.







(¢7)

family. VYeats were cbtained from the family's ocwn
supply at first, but later were purchased frcm markets,
which(friquently #ere suvvlied from a m=at gacking con-
38
cern. Threcugh cut the whole pericd all the bakirng of
breads, cakes and pastries was carried on ir the hrcme.
Sarter, as a means cf obtaining fcod was practice” threcush
cut this peric?., Nevertheless, it was rapi?ly becominz a
less irpcrtant means cf securing foods than before
Fifty years azo the farmer's wife strained the

milk, set it in a cccl rlace for the cream to rise,

skimmed it, churned, 'wcrked! the butter by hznd; then

tock it to tosn Nith herse an? buzgy and traded it fer

coffee, sugar and calice. (4C)
Hunting was beceming & much less important mezns c¢f cbtain-
ing foods than it had been in the picneer period. The
animils were beccming scarce,an? cther fcods were availacle.
Funtirg assumed mcre tne rcle c¢cf a sport. There was an in-
crease in purcnase of fceds, especially cf canred gceceds,
and such coumolities as sugar, coffee, tea, dried fruits,

(1)

condiments, an? the like.

B great deal cf time was still sgent in the prepara-

(1<)

tion of focH. Very early the fire-place ceased to be
used,and stoves were foun?! in th=s hcmes. The sams funda-

mental methcds ¢f cockery ¢f the picneer gpericd centinued

to be used as is shown in a statement made in "Middletown"

(37) Pexford Guy Tugs2ll, American Tconcmic Tife, p. 28.

(38) Ivid., p. 73.

(32) Fcoart S. Lynd, op. cit., . 155

(4C) Claude €. larzelare, Tre Stcry of Yichizan, rpp.413-417.
(41) Forrest Crissey, The €fery cf Teeds, p. 13

(43) Fovert €. Tynd, c¢o. cit., p. 150,
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on the types of food served. These included: steaks, roasts,
potazzgg, fried apples, stewed tomatoes, pudding, ocake and
ple.

There he cbserved his grandmother's meals in prep-
aration - all the food characterized by his mother as
unwholesome: potatoes in:a black spider, frying in a
quantity of bacon fat until they were brown; head
cheese and the orackling of rendered lard; platters of
leathery eggs; saturated pies; and baking-powder dough-
nuts so rich that they stained one's fingers.(44)

At the beginning of this second period, canning was
just in its early stages.(45)8y the end of the nineteenth
century, most of the summer was spent in canning fruits and
vegetables. "A half-century ago the house-wife canned,
dried, and preserved much fruit in her kitchen.(46)Piokling
was an impertant method of proaerving.(47)Apple-buttor,
peach-butter and preserves were made in the fall b¥4g?e
house-wife in large quantities; also, apple cider. To
replace the smoking and ouring of meats in tho(gg?es,spo-
cial smoke houses for curing meats were built. Through
out the period we notice, however, a decrease in the amount
of meat being cured, due to the fact, as before noted, that

fresh meats were available. The drying of foods had become

43) Robert S. Lynd, op. cit., ©p. 156.

44) Glenway Wesoott, The Grandmothers, p. 8.
45) C. B. Johnson, op. cit. p. 18.

48) €lau® S. larzelere, op. cit. p. 418.
47; Robert S. Lynd, op. cit. p. 156.

48) C. B. Johneon, op.cit., p. 29.

49) Henry Ormal Severance, op. cit., p. 43.
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of less importance than before, because of the canning,
Blso, fresh foods were obtainable in the stores.

In thie period following the pioneer days up to the
twentieth century, it was observed that there was an in-
creased use in varieties of foods due to the fact that they
were more available. Canning had had its start,and by the
end of the period reached great heights in the preservation
of foods in the home. Drying of foocdstuffs deoreased in
importance. In the obtaining of goods barter was of dim-
inishing importance and outright purchase of commodities
not raised at home was becoming the method largely used to
obtain such items. It was obvious that, as yet, little
thought was paid to the balanced diet by the housewife.

We sball turn our attention now to the period beginning
with the twentieth century.
PRESENT DAY

To the middle class families, there is an abundance
of food available. The staple foods have ocarried over in
much the same form a8 in the previous period.

Staple foods are, for obvious reasons, less sus-
ceptible of violent changes in volume of consumption
than many other commodities, though diversification
of diet and new emphasis on scientific diet have af-
fected some of these staples. The decline of grain
products and the increase in milk and dairy products
are the principle changes noted here. Declines in
corn meal and wheat flour have been principally re-
sponsible for the fall in cereal foods. (50

Other changes apparent in the diet of this period areée re-
flected in the following -----=---- ¢ Ffar less cereal foods

(50) Recent Social Trends, ‘Report of President's Com-
mittee, Vol. II, p. 903
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are being eaten, less beef and mutton, more pork and dairy
products, more fruit and vegetables. There has been a de-
cline in the consumption of tea(?lgnd an increase in the use
of coffee and carbonated beverages.(SZ)In 1920 there was a
sharp inorease in the use of confeotionery.(SS)This increase
in the use of confectionery and carbonated beverages was
linked with the passage of the eighteenth amendment.

Many foods come from every part of the lobe.(54)Ther9
was & greater diversity in food productn.(55 Until just re-
cently, the foods of the farmer were limited almost entirely
to what they raised, but now they can to a greater extent,
have what is available to those living th the city.(s The
use of fresh frults and vegetables has been greatly in-
ocreased, use b?é$§ made of these in the winter as well as
in the summer. This inorease i1s due to the fact (large-

ly) that(in)lQZO the vogue of vitamins and energy foods was
58

started. Improved shipping conditions and refrigeration,

the growth of certain food habits, such as fruit juice and

tomato juice habits, and the maes advertising all have aid-

51) Recent Social Trends, Report of President's Committee,
Ipid,, p. 903. (Vvel. II, p. 902.
Ibid, p. 903.

Forrest Crissey, op. cit., p. 14.

Ibid., p. 14.

iy

56) Rexford Guy Tugwell, op. cit., p. 68.

57) Robert S. Lynd, op. cit., . 157,

58) Recent Social Trends, Report of the President's Com-
mittee, Vol. II, p. 903.
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(59)
ed in this increase.

Foods in the cities are secured now for consumption
almost entirely by purchase. There are only small gardens
in which foods are raised for the family's own use. In the
farm homes of to-day much of the foodstuff is raised for
the family's own use. Barter, which was being abandoned in
the previous periocd, i1s used as a method in procuring food
by this group of people to some extent. They bring their
produce to the stores and in exchange they receive commer-
cial products. Hunting, which during the second period
wae rapidly becoming a means of obtaining food only for
sport, has reached that stage in this period.

In the preparation of food, cooking is a shorter task(ec)
becausey most articles oome to the housewife nearly ready
for the table, or entirely so, in tins and sealed boxes,(61)
;hd because of the modern conveniences with which she has
to work. This abbreviated time spent to-day in prepara-
tion of food also results from the increased use of baker's '
bread and the corresponding decrease in home baking. (62)
The housewives of to-day ocan supplément the meals they pre-
pare with foods from the restaurant or delicatessen shops.GS)
More salads and varicus combinations of foods are used in

this present pericd than before. Cakes and pastries are

(59) Recent Social Trends, Report of the President's Committee
60; Robert S. Lynd, op. cit., p.155. (Vol. II, p. 903.
61)Rexford Guy Tugwell, op. cit., p. 85.

(63) Robert S. Lynd, op. cit., p. 155.

(63) Rexford Guy Tugwell, op. oit., p. 85.
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still }nclusions in the diet and for the majority are pre-
pared in the home although the bakeries are offering an
inocreasingly large number of such goods.

Preservation of foods 1s leaving the homesf64)Now
only tomatoes and fruits and particularily jellies are
still "put-up® in quantities by house wives - mostly of
rmedium and smaller income groups.(GS) *"To-day fruit
raising and handling are conducted on a commercial
socale? (ss)This decrease in canning is the result of
several factors, one, smaller storage space; another,
inoreasing cocnfidence of consumers in the non-harmful
character of commercially canned and prepared goods.(67)
In the last period we saw that dryirng foods in the homes
was becoming a duty of lesser importance. As & means of
preservation of foods in the home drying of foodstuffs
is an obsolescent practice. With the benefits of re-
frigeration, it is possible for the house wife to keep
fresh food more easily and for a longer time than was
ever possible before. Pickling and preserving still form
one means of preserving foods in these homes. Much stress
18 laid upon balanced meals, vitamin and mineral content
of the foods served. larger varﬂ%iea are pffered the year
around, making it possible that-fresh foods can be obtain-

ed in the winter as well as in the summer.

(64) Rexford Guy Tugwell, op. cit., p. 353.

65) Robert S. Lynd, op. cit., p. 156.

88) Claude S. Larzelere, op. oit., p. 418.

87) Report of the President's Committee.
Recent Sccial Trends, Vol. II, p. €02.






In sumrary, fccis were fes in kinds at first, meat

(pork) being a staple along with bread ani potatoass. Th

(]

se
main focds have carriad alen; thelr influence into the
Fresant age. FEow cften the remark is heard that " I Acn't
feel as if my meal 1s conplete without pctatoes."™ And nany
a time a similar remark 1is made of bread "I can't e2at a meal
withcut scme kind of btreadstuff." As yet it 1s the rule to
serve meat once a day with the majorlity. For variety 's
sake, pccple in the ricnrneer geriod incluied "roughness" in
trheir diet, Eradually, more vegetables were used,and pecrle
began to realize their value in the diet. They have de-
velcped frcm a seascnal fcel into a year around fcod. In
the earliest homes practicz2lly all the precaration of the
fcods, even tc the making of the flour, very coften, was
rerfcrmed in the home. As cocmmercializaticn of industry
tock place, mcre of the duties were tzken away from the
hcme, until at present, the task of pregaring focds is

minimum in cemcarison with the earlier grougs stulied.



CIAPTIR III
CLCTHING

In the study of standards cof living of these states,
the develcpment of fcods was fcllcsed frem the picneer per-
1cd up through the present. Along with fccd, cloihing rank-
ed as a necessity which had to be supplied from the first.
Therefore, 1t 1s fitting that due consideration now be given
to this item.

The first pericd had clothirg characteristics which
were typical of this section, but by the beginning of the
middle era, the clcthing of the West had lost its distinc-
tive qualities. Etyle had become a universal factor.
Therefore, 1t has been deemed necessary to stress only thz
first period, which is representative of this secticn. The
clothing factors cf the cther pericds are mcre adeguately
treated in bocks cn costume than cculd be pcssible in this
study.

PICNEER PERICD

Curing the pioneer days, articles cf wearing apparel
were not very numerous and were constructed in the plainest
styles for comfort and utility.(l) "And the dress of the
reople nece?g?rily partook of the same absolutely rustic

simplicity" A few people had brought clcthes from their

(1) Illincis State Fistorical Litrary, Publicaticn, vol.X p.3S.
(2) Rufus King, Chio, p. 289
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previcus homes, the best of which wesre saved fcr sgecial
occasions. As these wore cut, they hail to be replaced.
This rerlacing the ricneers Aid by using the materials
avallable. The result was that the dress of the pericd
assumed a varied nature. "It was cf the most heterogen-

eous styles of fcrm and material that imagination or ne-

Y
L=

cessity could invent." "There was nct much effort at
style, clothes were just cut, made and put on, and that
was about the whcle of 1t."(4)

A typical costume for the men of this pericd conrnsis-
ted c¢f garments made from the sxins c¢f animals. The usual
cutfit was ccmpgsei of a turnic, breéches, mocasgsins and a
coon skin cap.(a)"The deerskin, dressed and undressed, was
very much used for clcthing, an? the skigs cf the racocn
and rabbit formed a faverite head—gear"(O)The skins were
uged fcr clothing until they could raise other materials.
and surtly their needs.

Ugon their arrival, they began to raise sheep and glax
from which prcducts they marnufactured their own cloth.

"7ced and flax scon abounded, and spinnin% ?heels and lccms
8

became standard articles in every hcuse." *"The home-made

Michigan Picneer and Historical Collecticn, Vol.l4,p.438.

Ibid., Vel. 14, p. 483.

George Waeshington Smith, A Students' History of Illinols
p. 1E%.

Rufus King, cp. cit., p. <RES.

Michigan Eistory lagazine, Vel VI, p. <8o.

Rufus King, op. cit., F. <E%.
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tow linen and woclens, cr mixed flannels, lins and jeans,

eys
(e)
constituted the chief materials for clothing."™ Calice,
blue-jeans, butter-nut c?1c§e1 Jeans and lirnsey-wcclsey were
1C

use? for outer clotuing.

¥ith these goods of heme manufacture, the early settlers
were able to surprly thz needs c¢f their warircoes urtil such
gceds would be offered for sals in thelir vicinity and priced
reascnadly encugh so that they might afford tc purchase then.

Linsey andl jean, two materials which were useil extensive-
ly by these settlers, are nct knewn teday. Therefcre in order
that some ccnception may be had of the tyves c¢f materials used
& descrirtion cf these 18 given.

Linsey was made cf cotten warp and wecelen filling,
in egual propertions, znd us23d for dresses, skirts and
sometimes aprons. Jean was made by using a fine cotton
warp, and in such mannser that the filling nearly ccver-
ed it, making a thick, firm cloth, strong and duraople,
which was used in ccmzmen every-day wear by both men and
boys.(11)

-
The df%ng of these materlals was an added duty cof the’
\
housewife. Che used such dyes as were obtainable for the
Prccess.

For dyestuffs the hulls cf the walnut and butter-
nut and a rcot of bright yellow first answered, but 5
vere sugerselel by indizc an? madder, which became al-
most unifcrmly the cclcers of the hunting-shirt and the
warmus. (12)

Vcomen generally were the home-spun for every day; the

(¢) Rufus Zinz, op. cit., p. 269

(10)T11incis State Historical Library Publication, No. XXI
' p- 14“*0

(11)Howard S. Rogers, Fistery c¢f Cass Ccunty, p. 1C35.

12)Rufus King, op. cit., £. o00
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linsey-woclaey with the printed muslin cr ¢ézlicc being re-
served fcr vunday.(N)'I’he cctton cloth worn by the women
vas cclored brewn with cak bark. It was a cne piece affair
gathered at the walst by means cf a ccrd run in a shir-
ring."(l*)

The sun bonnet was ths head ccvering for the ladies in
the sumrer; in winter, a shawl.

The men's clethinz, as the use c¢f §kins was being aban-
dcned, was made up cf Yentucky jeans.(la)

The dress of the settlers was of a primitive style as
to material an? fashicn. Tith the men, the ¢cld time hunt-
inz shirt had given way tc a garment called wamus, a loose
blouse with narrcw dinding at top in rlace of 2 collar with
a single butten at the threcat, the skirts reaching the hips
when lcose, or to the waist when tied ty the corners as it
was freguently worn; the waterial was linsey. Pantaloons
were ¢f jean, blue or butter nut, with different shades cf
ccler as thz different skeins cf yarn took cn a 1i:nt cr
dark blue in dying.(le)For wcrk his cutfit ccnsisted cf a
plaited rye, cats cr wheat straw hat, shirt and pants cf

cotton, flax cr tcw-linen.cloth. These were fashicned in

the simglest ani glainest manner for comfert and utility.(17)

(13) Illincis State Historical Library, Puvlication, No. XXI,
p. 144.
(14) Flla Champion, Perrins Eesinninzs, p. 18.
(15) Thomas YcIntyre Ccoley, Michigan, p. 243
(16) Michigan Pionear and Histcrical Ccllections,
Vol. XXXVIII, p. 642.
(17) Illincis State Fistorical Library Pubtlication,
Yo. X, p. 3S.
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As was ncted abecve, the greatest prepcrtion cf the
cloth was made in the hcmes. Yowever, there was cne im-
rcrtant exception, urcen first settling in the country,
there were ncne cf the sources of gcods available, sc until
these could be raiseqd, matef%a%s were rurchased fcr thcessa
garmants not made of skins. ' Trnese matarials were very

durable.
Few picneers had brouzght their spinning-wheels
with them, for as yat there were but few sheep in the
state, and by the time wcol had become abundant, the
0ld ways c¢f workinz it up had passed away. For a
while the material for zarments, which in rural New
Fngland and New Ycrk were hcme-made, must be bought;
out cheayp, cocurse cloth answaered. the purpcse, and the
wives and daushters made it up for use.(19)
Earring this excecticn, little material was bouzht and then
only at irnfreguent intervals. Il'zarly all gocds were cbtain-
ed by barter.

It is of interest tc nctice garment ccnstructicn and
utilizaticn arong the ploneers. Most of the clothing was
¢f heme-manufacture entirely. The mother often aided by the
dauzhters, parforred the whole %ask from pregaring the fiber

for spinninz up through the making cf the garment. "My

rother spun, wove, cclcred and made uo the wearing arrarel
[o¥a)
[< 30

fer her vhele family —---" Fvery garment was utilized and
vary times made cver for younger members of the family as
cletning durirg this time was most di1fflcult to obtaln. Tais

frugal use cf clcthes was reguired cf thoe settlers, as mater-

(18) Thomas McIntyre Ccoccley, cp. cit. p. 243.
(18) Ipid, gp. o#3-240
(80) ¥icnigen Picneer and Histcrical Ccllecticns,
Vol. XXXVIII, p. =13.
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ials were sc scarce ani %tue time necessarily sgent in nak-
ing the clothing so great that they cculd net allcwy any to

be wasted. All sewving was done by hand.

Tie plcneers could nct ve garticular abcut cther
qualities c¢rf trheir clctaes tnan thicsz2 ¢f wear ani cca-
fert, and ncrody would criticise the styls cr the fit.
Silks fcr the wcman and brocaicletn for the man were rare
extravagsnces; irany a oridegroom destinei tc ktecome an
lupertant gerscrna:z2 in busiress znd pclitical circles
went to the altar in ¥Xentucky jean, arnd received his
bride in calico. (21)

Shces were net wern in the summer, 2nd mceccasins were
(23
used ir the winter in the earlist cf the homes. Later,
the pioneers began to wear sihces,an? these were all made
at home by the father - "--- nher hu?ba?d, thcugh nct a shce-
3¢)

raker py trade, made all the shces" However, 1t was nct
long beicre this job was removed from the hcusehcld. "The
fooctwaar was wide up By 1ltirerant shoemakers who went from

hcuse to ncuse, each farily tuying a small stcck of leather?(34)

Stockings were almost never worn,and thcse founi were ak

v
o

ways cf wcol, nome knit and generally white, gr?gsib dyed
with walrut, grape cr scre cother vegetable dye.

As “he pericd draw tc the clcse, new aatarlals were be-
coming mcre available,and we find the ncme-spun clecth veirng

replaced by calico, gingham and cther goods bought from steres.

Thewmas McIntyre Cooley, cp. cit. p. 243

The pageant of America, Vol. II,

Ralph Eenry Gabriel, The Lure of th= Frontier, p. 20.
¥rs. Trollecpe, UTLomestic lannars cf the Americans, p.70.
Michigan Ploneer and Eistcrical Ccllections, Vol .XXXVIII,

P, 383.
I1lincis Historical Library, Publicaticn, ¥c. XXI, p.lis.
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Surmary.

These clcthes of hcme made materials were substantial
and were intended fcr leng wear. The mambers of these
homes scon becama accustcmed to the limited wardrcbe cf

hcme-spun. In thes2 early d&{s clothing was always in

style no matter what we wcore" and there was 1littlzs class
distincticn. The maln difference which appeared in the

lattef p%rt c¢f tune perlodl was that vetween ccuntry and city
<7
folk. The difficultiss in cbtaining clothing waich re-

gsulted in a limited wardrcbe were nct vital matters in the
lives cf these sturdy gpecple, for these deprivations were
Just ancther step In the realization of their ultimate aim
for a better life.

MIDDLE PFRICD

In rassing from the pioneer rericd into the post plon-
eer period we note:

Previcus to 1830 the Aress was wainly cf buck-
skin, cap c¢f fur, such as the raccon arnd moccasins cn
the feet. Then came the rerlod,of jean and linsey-
woolsey, dyed blue or copreras-cclcred; then what I
may call the calico pericd, when young wcmen were
considered to be bezutifully dressed ir plain dotted
or striped cclered calico patterns, with sun-tonnets
to match. This was follcwed by a step nearer the
city fashions, and ginghams and delaines were irntro-
duced here and there; tut the silk and lace pericd
didn't dawn on the smaller tcwns of the West till
the war suddenly scattered venk-notes broadcast
through the land and brought in its train tumult,
movement, money, and the latest fashicns.(23)

(26) Michigan Historical lYagazine, Vcl. VI, p. 2S3. )
(37) Carl Russell Fish, The Rise ¢f the Commen Man, F. 081,
(28) Francis Crierson, The Villey c¢f Shadows, p. 110.
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Truly this period follesing the picneer may well be called
"the calico period", bec2use universally calicc #as +he mcst
pogularly wern c¢f all materials for dress. For going :20
meeting®™ -- " a new girk calico dress and sun—bcnnet"(OU)fcr
the lady was the height c¢f fashion.

At this time, clcthes bezan tc b2 more influerced by
the stylas of clier cecmmunities, 2 direct result c¢f the in-
creageld Influx of porulation, the greatsr accessivility of
geeds ant meney, anl increased ease cf cemmunicaticn. These
influences brcugnt atcut a certain unifcrmity cf costunme
through cut the ccuntry.

The sewing rmachine "nal lighitened the burden cof the
hecuse-wife®" and made gcssidle more clothes. This fact,
ccmbined with the increased amcunt cf materials cffered,
helgzd meet the expinding desire fcr nore clothing. What
#as worn in New York was wcrn, likewise, in the Vest.

(3C)
"Tashion must be cbeyed."

On the whcle, frcam this time hence, men's clothing
¥as made outrgg the home by tailors, especially the aman's
best suits.(o For everyday, suits were of ccmmercial
make. Tae making cf men's clothing, was oneof the first
quties which was taken out of the house.

Ther2 was this definite ten?ency tcwvards a larger

numpber of clcthes, although wastefulness cr extravagance

(22) Francis Grierscn, The Valley cof Shadows, p. 8.
(30) Xaterine Yerris Llester, HYistcric Costume, p. 1€5.
(31) Allen Nevins, A Vistory cf Anzrican Life, p. 78.
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were avcided. A1l discardied garments were mile cver, 1if
pessible fer younger mewbers cf the farily. CSheoe and hes-
lerymarufacture had left the home.

Frem the past descrigticn cf clothing, 1t is shown that,
frcm the limited wardrcocbe cf the plcneers, the articles of
clothing tecame more numercus in the days follewing. Lresses
bezan to assume definite styles and every cne had to Lave
her clcthes made to confcrm tc these. The simglicity, which
had so definitely marked the first periczd we considered, gave
away to elsgance. Tnese gpeople L2d a greater variety cf wa-
terials from which to chocse, and they 3id not have'to de-
perd upon their own labor for the meking cf the cleth.

Witk the advent of industrialism, more gocods were
rlace? cn the market,and the prices w2re within the range
of those to whom they were cffered.

This availability resulte? in a greater freguency of
rurchase. Almost all of the garments were made in the heme.
The ssewing machine wae the influential bocn to the hcuse-
#ives in the making c¢f their clcthing, and was rromlsing a
greater future. Very fes garments for ladies were nade com-
mercially.

Dressuakers were exployed to a largs extent during
the latter part of this pericd.

PRFESENT LAY

At the beginning of this period, most of the clothes

for ladies and children were mzde in the heme. Vitnin the



last fes years there has tesn an increass in the ccnsump-
tion of commercially made garments. The exgansicn in de-
rand fer realy made garments indicates that there is less
heme preoducticn.

A half century ago clothing was madz by dress-
makers. Since weomen have gone intc business, hcme
sefsing has nearly “isagreared bscauss wemen have a
feeling that they can buy their Aresses realy-made
feor less than the coat of materials at retail. Hernce,
there has devalcge? the great business ¢f making and
selling women's ready made clothing.(32)

Statistics show that until 1230 the sales cf
ready-to-wear merchandiss were avcut equal to the 3
sales cf goods by the yard; but since 1820, the buy-
ing trend has been decidedly in faver cf the ready-
rade and decidedly against the piece materials.(33)

"Eome sewing is chiefly devoted to certain garments --
house dfesses, summer wash dresses, arrcns and nizht-

Sd

gcwns,. " It is rescrted to when economy must be exer-
cised. On the whole, there is less home sewsing in the
cities tran in the rural areas cr smiller towns. The two
mcst vital facters influencing the continuance cf hcne-
made garments are size of income and size of family.

Clothing has developed into an industry which 1s be-
ing taksn cut of the heme. At cne time the entlire process
was carried cn within the househcld. With increased pro-
ducticn ani transgertatiocn, the cloth was tcught rather
than made, but tme clcthing was still made in the home.

Ultimately a great gart of garment censtruction was com-

William H. Tooley, Clocthinz and Style, p. 7.
Tbid, p. 937.
Ibid., Pe 337,




mercial ani was remcved from the home. Thne trend was ever
towards a more comgletes remcval ¢f the art from the hcuse-
hold.

The home itself, in which these chanzss in fcod and
clothing habits have been studied, Las been suvject to
scme interesting, as well as, imgcrtant changes and these

are considered in the next crarter.



CHAPTER IV
SHELTER

The study of shelter, which constitutes the third
item in this treatment of standards of living, necessi-
tates a reversion to the picneer period for an examina-
of early types of structure.

PIONEER PERICD
The first thing to which the early settler gave
his attention, on arriving at his destination in the
new country, was a habitation for himself and fami-
ly.(1) :

Previous to the building of his cabin, & temporary
home was made with neighbore,(a)if such happettied to be
near. Many times an improvised home in the wagon, or |
*open camp® served until the cabin was built. In open
camp, the corners of the hut were notched to-gether. The
roof was of thatch or bark, and was supported on poles.
The open side served for window, door and fire-place.(s)

| After the clearing of the land and the cutting of
the logs for the cabin had been completed, all the people
in the surrounding country would come and help with the
raising of the house. If the day were made known when all
wag in readiness for raising the cabin, "no invitation was

necessary, as the friendliness and generosity of the early

slg Howard S. Rogers, History of Cass Coug%¥, p. 85,

2) Henry Ormal Severance, The Story of a Village Commun-
1t!! P 36

(3) William Lewis Nida, Story of Illinois and Its Sgople

P .
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settlers was of such a spontanecus nature that all that was

needed was to have it known that a new(c§mer was in want of
4
help and it was speedily forthcoming."

These log houses were at first, the rudest kinds of /
structures. No floors, windows with greased paper instead

of glass, doorways with skins of animals or blankets sofv;
_ 5
ing as a door, unchinked walls and ?ogered with shakes, (7)
6 7

aptly desoribe the earliest cabins. Soon puncheon floors

would b? %&1d, windows put in, a door hung and the walls
8
chinked. The cabins wefe)one story high with a loft reach-
9
ed by means of a ladder. The cellar was merely an excava-

54) Howard S. Rogers, op. cit., p. 88.
5) Shakes - a type of ehingle used on the early log cabins.

They "were made from some rifty, free sprlitting timber -
usually white or red ocak - cut three feet long and split
from four to eight inches wide and one inch thick."
Howard S. Rogers, History of Cass County, p. 88.
Wisconsin Historical Collection, Vol. VI, p. 474.
Puncheon floors - pieces of wood split from trees, one
side hewed to a plane surface for the floor of the room,
while the underside was notched to the log sleepers
upon which the floor rested. This process resulted

in a very solid and as durable a floor as could be

made.

(8) Thinking or £illing up the crack between the logs, came
next. Chinks were usually mede from the hearts of the
bolts left in making the shakes for the roof. These
were placed in the cracks, thin edge out, and held in
place by pins, thus making an even surface on the in-
side, while the outside was daubed from the nearest
clay bank ---"

Howard S. Rogers, History of Cass County, p. 95.

(8) ¢. B. Johnson, Illinoie in the Fifties, p. 11-18.
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tion under the center of the house. Ladter, as need arose,
another cabin would be built not far distant from the first;

the space between was floored and covered with a roof very

often.

The father built another cabin the size of the
first and ten feet distant from it. The space between
the cabins was floored and in the warm weather served
as sort of a porch and a place for the dining table.
Later he raised the rococf of both cabins and extended
this over the space between and closed it in -- re-
sult, a six room house. Later, for lack of room, he
added a dining-room and kitchen at the rear of his
house, each with upstairs.(10)

Thus would the original one story cabin become a lar%gi) /
house, out of necessity, or as prospects brightened.
These one room cabins were bullt on small dimensions.
They were rarely over twenty-two feet by eighteen feet;
and frequently, only fifteen feet square. "The standard.
House was twenty-two feet by eighteen feet'(lz)

Very little light was admitted through the small win- |
dows. As for ventilation, there was pleanty. The ill-
fitting shakes on the roof afforded far too much during
the cold weather.(ls) ~

The only means of warmth was given by the large fire-.
place at the one end of the room. During the cold weather,

it was 4ifficult to keep warm unless close to the fire-

10) ¢. B. Johnson, op. cit., p. 37.

11) Randal Parrish, Historic Illinois, p. 209.

12) Henry Oramal Severance, op. cit., p. 37.

(13) Wisconsin Historical Collections, Vol. VI, p. 474.
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place. This position proved uncomfortable because of the
intense heat faced. During the summer quite the opposite
was true. Since it was necessary to keep the fire burn-
ing all the time, because of the inconvenience of starting
fires, the house as a result, was too warm. Many persons .
remedlied this to some extent by building a fire-place out
of doors, or later by bullding a cook-house. "Sometimes a
man who wanted tc help his wife, especially during the
hot season, bullt her an oval oven of clay and sticks, or
lime and sand, cn a lcg platform near the back door.'(14)
An important step in the evolution of the dwellings
occured when the original log cabins were covered with
clap-boards. This change and the gradual enlarging of
the cabins, heralded the next general types of architecture

to be considered.

MIDDLE PERICD

The years following the picneer period and up to the
twentieth century mark a distinctive era as far as shelter
is oconcerned. The practice of covering the logs with clap- |
boards was followed by the construction of clap-board
homes. The first settlers built new clap-board houses and
used the log-cabin for storage pﬁrposea. New comers to
the country at this time erected clap-board houses too.

Some of the earliest of these houses were merely one room

(14) George N. Fuller, Historic Michigan, Vol. III,
Frank N. Turner, Ingham County, p. 77.
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structures with lean-tos. The lean-tos were added to the
main part of the house as the family could afford more
space. They served the purpose of kitchen, bed-room, wash-
Toom, summer-kitchen or wood-shed and consisted of one or

more rooms.

Beginning with about 1850 rerhaps half the people
had abandoned their log cabins for frame houses, many
of which were one room structures with a shed or lean-
to at the back of each.(15)
In 1863, --- in part owing to the wealth accumu-
lated during the war, new departures in architecture
were constantly inaugurated, and now every year marks
an increase of elaboration in both stores and resi-
dences, and the streets grow increasingly attractive.(16)
This increase of wealth was the cause of the building of
the types of homes which followed. The social position of
the occupants measured by their homes and so, pretentions
and elegant homes were the rule.

Thus &8 time progressed, larger houses were raised.
As a rule, they were two stories high and well constructed.
Brick, stone and clap-boards were the materials used for
building. The general size for these dw?ll§ngs was from !

17

8ix to eight rooms and some had cellars. Some what
later, with an increase in means, a more pretentious
structure was built; one which was durable and which fol-
lowed the general structure of the homes of their pre-

vious habitation. This is exemplified by the following

(15) Illinois State Historical Library, Publication.,

No. 17, p. S5l.
216) Silas Farmer, History of Detroit and Michigan,P.378.
17) Fdith Louise Allen, American Housing, p. 63.
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quotation from Edith Louise Allen in "American Housing",

The first houses on the open prairies of Ill-
inois were well constructed, anl some were quite
pretentious and conformed in architectural style to
those being built in the east.

*The style of architecture used by these early builders

was copi?d grom buildings in eastern or New Fngland
18
states."

By 1850 permanent homes were being erected; these
were of a more commodious nature than any homes hereto-
fore generally built. Much labor and time necessarily
were expended in their building.

Some of these dwellings have been wrecked dur-
ing the past five years (1919-1924) to make room
for modern houses. We have studied the materials
taken from them, and find siding and interior fin-
ish cof white wood, ash and black walnut, with some
pine. All this material was taken in a rough state
and fashioned by hand labor. --- The builders had
to use, in frame work, round timber hewed on one
side for joists in the first floor of their dwell-
ing, snd small poles hewed on two sides for stud-
ding for the frame. Ve find these in old dwell-
ings that are being wrecked now. Rafters for roofs
were made in the same way. The frame of all build-
ings in those days was heavy square timber; large
8ills and corner posts, plates and studding hewn
out of oak or some durable timber.(19)

This description gives some information on the materials
used in construdtion of the homes and is an indication of
the types of homes being built in this post pioneer peri-
od. The people were moved by the idea of building houses
which would last for generations, much as had been donein

the Fast.

(18) George N. Fuller, Historic Michigan, Vol. III,
Frank N. Turner, Ibid., p. 93.
(18) Ibidk, p. 3.
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These homes of this section can be divided into three
classes: Homes of workmen; those of comfort or middle class,,

and homes of the wealthy.

The first were almost always built by the workman.
They were usually one story or one story and an attioc
set with one gable facing the street. There was nearly
always a shed roofed kitchen attached to the rear of
the cottage. The inside arrangement was front room,
dining and sitting room, with cne or two bedrooms and
kitchen and pantry. The second type was two stories
with a one-story addition set at right angles and at-
tached to one side of the main building along the front
of this addition was a stoop or porch, and the main en-
trance to the house was from this porch. The third, the
tyre was the aristocratic colonial style. It was the
most expensive and in days of hand labor the most strik-
ing in size and outline. The bullding was nearly al-
ways a square, two and a half storied building with
dormer windows in the roof, a pillared porch at the
front entrance. Sometimes there would be two wings to
the main part. They were of the same height, and as
long as the main part was wide. These wings were set
back from the front of the main building, so the out-
line was the shape of a Greek cross. The interior of
the latter was as follows; Wide hall, extending through
the building, open staircase to second or third floor;
on one side of the hall were one or two large living
rooms with folding dccrs, & library and parlor, bed-
room, on the other side were kitchen, dining room,
closets and sewing room, etc. Heating of these houses
was done with large, air tight stoves with the stove- )
pripe through the celiling and drums on the second floor.
Some had fire-places, but these were used more for ven-
tilation than warming. —-- The walls were hard fin-
ished and ceilings were decorated with artistic de-
signs in plaster of paris.(20)

A description of another house of the large type destined
to be so popular, is given. A home of Ohio, which was
lived in during the pioneer period but which was destined
to be a typical variety of the following period is herewith
described.

(20) George N. Fuller, Historic Michigan, Vol. III,
Frank N. Turner, Ibid., p. S3.
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Our house was of weatherboard inlaid with brick

8o that the walls were very thick and the window sills

very deep. It was a two-story structure above the

cellar kitchen. 1In the middle of the house, opening
on to the porch that faced the street, was the main

entrance. Thils porch had a railing around it and a

seat against the railing, all the way around. =---

"The front door opened directly into the big living
room with its huge fireplace. Back of this were
kitchen, across the way the best room, - we never
called it parlor, - upstairs the sleeping rooms.(31)

From the early types of homes there was a gradual
trend towards the larger homes. The middle class, ever
were aware of the fineness displayed by the third dype of
house previously described,and thus the era of the large
house was brought atcut. The log cabin was abandoned and
was replaced by these finer houses.

In the rural communities frame houses and barns with
out buildings were being erected in large numbers. These
were of similar architecture of those found in the East.
In the cities of this western section of our country in
about eighteen-seventy, there developed a house of a type
of architecture known as the "baloon-framed® wood house
that is, constructed of all small timber. It rapidly
changed in appearance and therefore never became a land-
mark in architeocture. Because of this type of h?uas, it

22
has been necessary to rebuild the Western cities. The
owner had 1t adorned

with all sorts of 'ornamental' devices in wood-work

-- open-work sorolls under and above its gables, Jjig-
sawed crestings on its ridges, and wonderful frost-

(31) Harriet Connor Brecwn, Grandmother Brown's Hundred
Years, 18<c7- » PecO-
(32)Homes in the Oity and Country,
John W. Root, The City House in the West, p. 37.
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ings and finials on its gables. The architraves about
its windows were no longer content to be of simple
boards, but were decorated by rosettes, star shaped
ornaments, and all kinds of forms. --- The clapboards
or matched ceiling covering it were laid in all 4i-
rections, sometimes horizontally, as often diagonally
in one or two directions, or else in basket fashion,
the joints being at right angles with each other. The
verandas of these houses offered best opportunity for
such display, and here jig-sawed railings and curious-
ly turned or chamfered frosts ran riot.(23)

This decoration continued for many years.

In wood, it was applied with great freedom to
cornices and porches of houses built otherwise of
stone, when such ambitious structures first began to
appear; and forms thus originated in wood were after-
ward continued in metal, or even in stone itself.(34)

This fashion, which at the time, was thought to give the
houses an up to date arpearance, tended to make them have
a gayer and less durable semblance than those which they

copied from the Fast.

In the construction of homes, stone and wcod were
combined frequently. The homes boasted double front and
vestibule doors with transoms and & narrow hall-way. Bay
windows were a common feature in the western homes. Thelr
use was almost universel. Fach house tendad to be in di-
vidual.

In the evolupion of tnese homes, the hall-way is &n
important feature. At a later date it was expanded and
and formed a reception hall. Similarily, the parlor,

which at one time was so important, was ylelding its

(23) Homes in the City and in Country,
John W. Root, The City House in the West, p. 38.

(24) Ipid, p. 48.
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place $o the living-room and dining room. These became
larger and of more importance than thé parlor and reception
rooms. The living room assumed an important role in the
family 1life and(ZS)the parlor, with ifs shut doors was pass-
ing. The dining-room, like wise received more careful at-
tention as to its size and shape.

A room included in the homes in the later part of this
period was the den. It was a small and intimate room, shut

cff from the rest of the house, and was frequently used as

a study by the man of the family.

A small rocm has intruded itself upon many Vest-
ern city hcuses, which should be lamented equally by
the occupant and the architect. This is a kind of
office or den, where the master of the house keeps &
desk and a few facilities for the transaction of
business after hours are over in which business should
be transacted; for in the enormous pressure of events
about him the Western man, rerhaps even more than his
brother in the East is compelled in the evenings to
carry somethinzg of his business across the threshhold
of his house.(28)

The openness of the buildings was evident. The win-
dows were large and very numerous; bay windows and oriels
were used to a great extent. The doorways we€§7§ide and as
a rule no doors were found between the rooms. With the
emphasis on numerous windows, these homes as & result were

better lighted than previous homes. Ventilation could be

(25) "-- In most of these pretentious homes, there was a
distinctive room; the door was kept closed, -- and the
ghades drawn." Henry Ormal Severance, The Story of a
Village Community, p. 44

(28) Homes in the City and Country,

John ¥. Root, The City House in the West, p. 5l.

(37) Ibid. pp. 38+55.
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controlled. The homes were well constructed and warm. At
first, in many of the homes, the only heating available was
by the use of fireplaces. Very soon, air tight stoves were
accessible to all,and the fireplace was replaced. At the
end of the century furnaces were coming into general use,
and heating was becoming less of a problem. These dwellings
were not very costly. They were not all of cne type, but
represented rather the perscnil tastes and whims of the
owners.(zs)

A type cf construction which was started in the latter
part of this middle period was that of the building of tene-.
ment houses. These were erected in the cities in order that
the nass c¢f working pecple might be housed. They were in-
tended for the poor who could not afford other homes. These
brought into existence the slums'or blighted areas of our
country, as they were maintained under low housing standards.
lLater, a development arose out of these, which was to take
the form of the modern apartment.

The large mansions bespoke a period of hospitality.
Entertainment was one of the main functions of the house-
holds.

The large roomy mansions so desirable before 1880
developed as a result of cpen hospitality extended to
every wayfarer as a sort of a religious Auty. Improv-
ed transportaticn aided week-end and holiday visiting.

The more pretentious homes were the goals most fre-

quented by merrymakers. Eventually the cost and bur-
den of free visiting began to be felt and a reactiocn

(28) Homes in City and in Country,
John W. Root, The City House in the West, p..48.
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took place against it, and then, except in the spare-
ly settled far western states, the keeping of the cas-
ual visitcr no longer continued to be considered a
duty.( 29)
This lessened degree of hospitality and entertaining had an
effect on the hcuse - fewer rooms needed,and thus came the
trend back to the smaller homes. This trend is noticable in
the present era.

PRESENT LAY

In the third period or that ¢f the present era, several
noctable changes were made in shelter over the preceeding
period. The three storied mansions of the late niﬁ}eenth
century, which were built to last for generations, were
being erected by a few, but, on the whole there was a def-
inite mcvement away from this ?ype of house. The follow-
ing citation is an indication 6f this trend.

My parents were advised by a member cf the faculty cf
the University of Illinois, as late as 1200, to build
a mansicn that would last for several centuries. How-
ever, my father hesitated because his ideal of a
comfortable home was being changed so rapidly with
the coming of the telephone, furnace, water system
and the prospects of electric current, even in rural
places, that the building of a monumental structure
intended to endure through many centuries, which not
only would be difficult to divide among his helrs,
but could not be easily changed to admit modern im-
provements, began to locok like a cumbersome liabil-
ity. (30)

Another influencial factor in the movement for de-
creasing the size of the homes was that of the improved

transportation facilities. How this factor had an in-

(22) E4ith Louise Allen, op. cit., p. 136-137.
(30) Ibid, p. 86-81
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fluence on the size is shown by a quotation: "Houses

first began to contract in size as transportation be-

came rarid encugh to permit guests tc ccme for a ¥isit
and return to their own homes in the same dzy. To-day
there is little need for guest rooms."(SI)

An additional reason for the advent of the smaller
buildings was the removal of a greater portion of the
entertaining from the home. In these nev homes the liv-
ing room was changed from a room of reception and enter-
taining to a haven of comfort for the family. The dining
rToom was being replaced by the dinette and the kitchen,
by the kitchenette. All space was utilized. Store-rooms,
attics and closets, filled with goods and articles rarely
touched, lost their rlaces in the home.(sz)

The house of 1800 usually consisted of two stories
with seven rooms and a hall-way; the upper floor of which
was given over to the sleeping roome.(ss)Outside of larg-
er cities, the houses were still mcstly built of wood, and
so constructed as to be warm and well lighted.

As stated above, the materials used in the construc-

tion of these houses was in the main, wood. Brick and

(31) Féitn Louise Allen, Op. cit., p. 145.
33) Ibid, p. 157. '
33) Improving the Convenience and Comfort of the Farm Homs,
United States Department of Agriculture,
Experiment Station Work XLV, Farmer's Bulletin% No.317
p.6.
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stone were used to a small extent. A later development in
building was the increased use made of cement; also, the use
of metal for the frame work in many of the modern homes.

The most important point in the construction of a home
now 1is not to have spaciocus rooms and halls, but to have the
home equipped, cr so arranged, so that modern conveniences

may be utilized to the greatest extent.

American houses may be Aivided into a number of
present day types, as the city residence, the country
house, the suburban house, the cottage an? the bunga-
low, to say nothing of the apartment house. Fach may
have any style. By far the most ccmmon type in the
matter of numbers is the suburban house of rather
small prorortions which may be either formal or in-
formal. The formal house is symmetrical and prim,
while the informal is unsymmetrical and rambling.(34)

During this(laﬁt periocd, there was an increase in two
35
family dwelling. Lynd states that there have been mor? \
58
two family houses buillt since building costs have risen.

The two fawily (sometimes called duplex) type of /
dwelling reaches its greatest popularity in the small-
er cities and in locations removed from the immediate
centers of large cities. In the smaller communities,
many local investors favor this type of structure,
considering that rentals will compensate for the in-
vestment and provide aniadequate return. The more
general use of such a structure, however, is the pur-

chase by particularly thrifty individuals, who have
in mind the idea of providing comfortable and satis-
factory living accomodations, the cost of which is
minimized by renting part of the premises.(37)

(34) L. Eugene Rcbinson, Domestic Architecture, pp. 37-38.
(35) Recent Social Trends, Report of President's Committee,
Vol. I, p. 474.
(38) Recbert S. Lynd, ¥idAdletown, p. 93.
(37) The President's Conference on Home Building and Hcme
Cwnership, Vol. IV.
Heme Ownership, Income & Types of Dwellinzs, p. 41.




The duplex home is still on an upward trend. Apartments

are becoming more important and are the "result of the( )
38
effort for more completed utilization of house space'.

During the past few years a new type cf multi-
family hcusing unit, the apartment house, has been
introduced into American cities. It is distinguish-
able from the older forms of multi-family dwelling
known as the tenement house chiefly because of the
better class cf construction, the mcilern convenien-
cles, and the high class character with which its
prcmoters indowed it, and because, instead of be-
ing erected in the older secticns cf the city, it
invaded the better tyre of single family dwelling
districts and theoretically thereby became thorough-
ly sound and respectable. Actually it pcssessed
many of the deficiencies c¢f the tenement house,
particularly in the matter of overcrowding the
land.(39)

These apartments, which as observed above, invaded the
residential districts, are trying to incorporate all the
benefits of a home. They are built with all rooms having
outside windows; there are ccurts, amusement rooms, and
gardens. It is this type of bullding which is replacing
the ¢cld tenement homes. A more recent develcpment from
the apartment is the cooperative housing , i.e. individual
ownership of apartments. In this manner home ownership is
fostered at more reasonable rates.

The following figures show the recent trends in hous-

ing.

(38) FAith Louise Allen, op. cit., p.16S. _
(39) Harland Bartholcmew, Urban land Uses, p. +3.
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Statistics compiled Ty the United States Bureau of
Laber from recent building permit figures from 357 Ameri-
can cities with over 25,000 inhabitants, showing the rres-

(40)

ent situation and trend as to dwelling types.

1221 1228 1828 1230
In single-family hcuses 58.3 35.2 40.2 45,7

In two- family houses 17.3 11.1 11.2 12.1
In multi-family houses 24.4 53.7 48.8 43.3

Up until 1€28 there was an increase in the number of
apartment hcuses, but since then there has been a Aefinite
decrease.

The suburban homes which are the result of many people
8t11l clinging to the idea that & hcme involves & house,
play a very 1lmportant role in our present housing ccnditions.

Our main triumph 1s in the develcyment of the
suburban house, in which we have practically abandoned
all precedents. There have been many innovations in
the way of conveniences, so that the American house is
the mcst livable in the eorld.(41)

Imprcved means c¢f transportation was the most impcrtant fac-
tor in making possible this retreat from the crowded urban
areas to a section of country where the benefits of outdoor
life cculd be enjoyed.

This tendency toward country life - the 'back to

nature! movement - has procduced, in a way, a new arch-
itecture which is very direct in its expression, and

(40) The President's Conference on Heme Building and Home
Ownership, Vol. IV.
Yome Ownership, Income & Types of Dwellings, r. 183.

(41) L. Eugene Robinson, op. cit., p. 37.




which 1s endeavoring all the time to eliminate the
superfluous and fanciful. This new typre of home
has utility as its fundamental principle.(423)

With the introduction of street cars in 1883,

the suburbs of the city began to build up rapidly

and all property on the outskirts greatly increas-
ed in value.(43¥

These suburban homes were built in order that, as
was indicated before was the tendency, all modern im-
provements could be utilized, and they were economical in
their general make-up. Modern improvements have helped
to change the general character of the American home,
making the plan of the house a very flexible and inter-
esting compcsition. This has led to the building of
individual homes, which means an escape from the poorer
types of tenement and apartment houses. b

In the homes, lastly viewed, more thought is given
to the inclusion and placement of the windows. This
results in better light and ventilation. With the pres-
ent day improvements of building materials, 1t is possible
for these homes to be better constructed than formerly.
If use is made of these available materials, in the future
the homes will be improved to a great extent. The evolu-
tion of shelter in these states has been rapid in the span

of time ccnsidered. From the meager cabins to the large

(43) H. V. von Wolst, Modern American Homes, Preface.
(43) Silas Farmer, cp. cit., p. 378.
(44) H. V. von Wolst, op. cit., Preface.




hecmes of the latter nineteenth century ever on ward to
the homes of the present day, which are build comgactly
and for convenience progression has been made. The
account of these homes stimulates in cne an interest in
the typre of furnishings, equipment, recreaticn and cer-
tain factors of the life in the home, which might be

found in these varicus grours.
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CEAPTER V
{ISCELLANECUS

A group of unrelated items, which were potent factcrs
in standards ¢f living of these people are to be ccnsider-
ed in the present chapter. Furnishings, household equip-
ment, fuel and light, educaticn, recreation, hcspitality
and religion are those to be described as they occurred in
the homes. Since furnishings, household equipment, fuel
and light are material aspects of the home associated with
standards of living, they were selected for discussion.
Fducation, recreation, hcspitality and religion were chos-
en because they are four of the seven factors cf standards
of living consilered by Eliot as essential to a normal
life.(l)These four have a direct relationship to the life
within the home. They are to be viewed in the order list-
ed above. |

FURINISHINGS

Piloneer Period.

Furhishings were as scarce as clothing was in the
early settlers' ¢abins; and, not unlike clothing, were of
home manufacture cf materials such as thcse used for the
building of their homes. There were occassional pleces

of furniture highly cherished, which the pioneers had

(1) Thomas D. Fliot, American Standards and Planes of
Living, p. 18.
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(2)
brought with then. The hand made pieces c¢f furniture
were constructed of riven logs put to-gether with wooden
pins. A curboard of smoothly dressed walnut boards for
silverware and dishes often stood at cne side of the
fireplace. A shelf was built in one corner for the water
bucket. The tables, focllowing the usual type of construc-
tion, were made of boards fastened to-gether with wooden
pins, or sometimes they were formed so as to fold down
against the wall when not in use. A candle stand ordin-
arily was fcund in these picneer homes. For chairs, rough
slab stocls, three legged affairs and splint bottomed
chairs were used universally. "Primitive was the home=-
made furniture within them (the homes). We catch a
glimpse of a table split from a large log, a bedstead
made of poles interlaced with bearskins, a spinning wheel
in the corner, -—Z ?hree legged stools, and splint-bottom-

3
ed chairg —---," A more complete description of the
bed-stead, bullt in the corner, will give a clearer idea
as to its construction and appearance.

In the primitive, or one-posted bedstead, the
post was first made of the required size, shape, etc.,
and two holes bored thrcugh it at right angles at
the proper height for the base, and two more in the
walls of the house to correspond with these, one in
the side log and one in the end log, and in each of
these a pole was inserted reaching to the hele in
the post, forming the side and foot rails to the

bedstead. A rcow of holes was ncw made in the side
logs of the house at the same distance from the

(2) Joseph Schafer, Agriculture in Wisconsin, p. 70.
(3) Harriet Connor Brown, Grandmother Brown's Hundred
Years 1827-1987, p. 18.
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floor as the others, in each of which was inserted
the end cf a short role, the opposite end resting
on the side rail and serving the purpose cf cords
or slats.(4)

The trundle bed was ever present and, when not in use dur-
ing the day, was rolled under the larger bed. VNearly
every home boasted a few pieces of furniture frcem their
earlier homes, as before mentioned. These usually con-
gisted of a chest cf drawers, a chair, a stand or the
like and were the pride cf the hone.

Towards the end of the period, with the new type cf
hcmes being built, there was an introducticn, gradually
of more elegant furniture into the homes, replacing the
crude, home-made pieces. This newer furniture was the
forerunner of that which was to follc# in the next per-

io04.

What kind of furniture 414 we have? Well, in
the best rocm the chairs were of the kind called
Windsor - the bottcoms solid, the backs round. In
that room tco was one large rocking-dhair with the
most beautiful cushion on it. I think the chairs
must have been of cherry - perhaps mahogany; they
were red. And 1n one corner stood a large bureau -
the most beautiful work on it! - big claw feet,
glass knobs. ---- The floor had a rag carpet. At
that time, all window shades were made of paper,
green parer. We had thin white curtains over the
shades. No pictures. In ocur living room we had
no carpet.(5

Middle Period.

In this era, the furnishirgs cf the log-cabin days

were vanishing along with the cabins. The pecrle had a

(4) Howard S. Regers, Histcry of Cass County, p. ©8.
(5) Harried Connor Brown, op. Cit., D. &7.






greater gquantity cf furniture than previcusly, and its man-
ufacture had been taken out of the home.

The furniture in these houses was made in villagze
cabinet shopa cr Daniel Buck's shop in lansing. The
styles of furniture were ccpies of eastern (pattern)
with some ehanges. Fvery cabinet rmaker had some ideas
of his own in regard to artistic effect, comfort and
utility which stamps individuality on every plece he
made. It was the age c¢f the cord bedstead, high bvack,
split bottomed, and of the rush or flag bottomed chalirs,
the high spindled bvack settee with movable front and
rockers. The last was used for a cradle for babes,
and as an extra bed for the visitor and a hcspital bed
for the sick cor invalid. 1In hcouses of tre rich we find
the haircloth chair and sofa, the black walnut corner
whatnot with its companion piece, the high walnut
corner clothes rress. The cradle of white wood or
black walnut with high head piece and cut away sides
with morticed hand grirs and rockers ---. (8)

The day cf cabinet-made furniture was followed by the eroch
cf commercially made furniture. The amcunt cf goods in the
home increased, "oput its character had already begun to de-
teriorate with the employment of factery-made prcducts."(?)
Allen Nevins in "A History of American Life" describes
the interior of a typlical urban home of the early part of
this pericd. The descripticn depicts the increased use of
furniture at this time. The home was somber, crowded ard
deficient in simple refinement, but quite comfortable to
occupants. Flcors were coveredl to the edge with carpsts.
nailed down tight with straw beneath and swept with heavy
roors until worn out. These carrvets were poor in quality

and design. The furniture was elabcrately decorated. “ort-

(8) George N. Fuller, Historic !fichigan,
Frank N. Turner, Inghan Ccunty, Vol. III, o. €.
(7) Carl Russel Fish, The Rise of the Commcn Man, Vel. VI,
tp. 330-331.
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iers, lambrequié?)the whatnot, the antimacassarfg) Berlin
wool work and plush albums were owned by every oneSIO)Win-
dow curtains, wall paper, and the replacement of rag rugs
by carpets were inclusions in the furnishings at this time.

The prarlor, previcusly mentioned as a characteristic
room of the early rart of the pericd, used only on special
cccasions, always had a certain type of furnishing which
set 1t off from any other room. It was, whether little cor
big, a stiff and stately room clos=d and &imly lighted. 1In
the middle of the parlcr there was usually found a table,
with a lamp on it and bocks laid exactly acrcss the corners.
Cther pieces of furniture were: s8lippery chairs and sofa
with stiff springs, and a secretary. On the mantle stood a
clock which was wound fcr state occasions only and a set
of vases. Still other articles commonly found in these
choice rocms were: footstools, checker table, walnut frames
on steel engravings,and mirrors cn the gilded walls.. Rep
cr plush was used for the upholstering on the "sets" of
rarler furniture, unless the set was of stuffings and
puffings covered with brocade. Carpets lald out in geo-
metric pattern or strewn with garlands, hassocks, bronzes
and corner cabinets and richly 1llustrated volumes of

(11)
standard history, and poetry also, graced the room.

8) lambrequin - an ornamental drapery.

59) Antimacassar - covering used to protect the back and
arms ¢f chairs or sofas.

(10) Allen Yevins, A History of American Life, p. 205.

(11) L. H. Tryon, Speaking of Home, p. 33
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The over-crcwded, dimly lighted and little used rocms wers
doomed to a short existence. The potent factor in the elim-
ination of the rcom and its furnishings was that it was of
little practical use.

Present Day.

Along with the other phases of home life, furnishings
of the mid-west have lost Aistinguishing styles. They have
become typical cf the whole country, rather than of cne
section of the country. Ncwadays rugs, wall-paper, lamps,
chairs, tables, curtains and pictures are used to a greater
extent than rreviously. The furnishings are assuming plain-
er lines. TEese conform with standards of taste set up by
the women.(la)

Living room furniture of to-day is sufficiently stand-
ardized for Professor F. Stuart Chapin, tc base upon it a
rating scale for classifying families. From a study cf more
than 1,000 homes cf all classes thrcughout the United States,
he rates a2 family as upper middle class, "if a living room
contains such items as hardwood floors, large rugs, a cent-
ral heating plant, library table, book cases and books,
table lamp, gener§1 newspapers andi megazines, riano, radio,
and telephone”. 12)

The furnishings stress the factor cof utility, as well

as durability. Increasingly, the over-crowded rooms of the

(12) Charles Austin Beard, The Rise of the American Civil-
ization, p. 733.
(13) Freeport Journal Standard, Freeport, Illinois,
December 38, 1833.

"Ascertaining Neighbor's Social Standing",
Professor S. Stuart Chapin.




foregoing century are becoming obsolete.

In summary, the furniture cf the pioneers was almost
entirely of hcme manufacture and made of materials found
at hand. The styles were crude. 1In the next stage, fur-
niture manufacture haid been removed from the home and was
rerformed by local cabinet makers with some variaticns in
lccal styles. Later in this same pericd, the making of
such articles was taken over by ccmmercial concerns, This
practice has continued to develop, until to-day it is almost
the cnly method used. The furniture has assumed a univer-
sal style.

HOUSTECLD FQUIPMENT

Piocneer Pericid.

Heousehold equipment was limited in quantity. A spars-
1ty of dishes was fournd; the settlers had only those pleces
#nich had been brcught with them and thcse which they had
hollcwed out of wocd called 'negginssliz those made of clay
and baked. Tin and pewter were the most common materials
cf which the dishes were made. Spoons were formed out of
wood. "Steel knives and forks were the common table cut-
1ery.£15) Of the cocking utensils, the Cutch oven was the

most relied upon.

(14)¥able E. Richmend, Centennial History of Decatur and
¥acon County, p. 42.
(15)Ella Champion, BRerrien's Regzinnings, p. 17.




Cne of the necessary accomganiments c¢f picneer
housekeering was the bake kettle, or Cutch oven,
holding half a bushel and standing on legs three
inches high, (made of cast iron, with a tight fit-
ting cover of the same material). This formed an
implement of no mean pretensions, and in this was
not only the bread, biscuit, ani johnny-cake baked,
but the roast of venison and beef, or the spare-

*ib of pork made ready feor the table, and to use it

successfully required a skill of no common order.(18)
Tnen followed the rise of the reflector for baking, made
of tin, the cooking being accomplished by the radiation
cf heat. Still later was the building cf the cut oven
-- this was improved and used well into the next reriod.
The collecticn c¢f cooking utensgils included a kettle, a
skillet and a frying pan, a "spider" which was a frying
pan with three legs and a cover, a tea kettle and a
coffee pot. A wooden caurn and water bucket with a
gourd for drinking cup were utensils found in every home.
Anocther convenience was the wooden yoke, carved to fit
the ehculders and neck, with a piece c¢f rope cn each end
for carﬁﬁng buckets of water from the river. The mortars
for pounding corn were hollowed ocut of weod. Abo%t %850

17

improved cooking and heating stoves came into use, be-
fore this time they had been luxuries owned by only a few.

Fer cleansing, the equirment was conly the most neces-

sary and then of crude style.

(18) Howard S. Rogers, cp. cit., p. 1C1l.
(17) Illinois State Historical Library Publication, VYo.
XVIiIi, p. B51.
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A broom was cne of the first requisites. This
was made from a small hickory sapling, by commencing
at the butt end of the stick and running the srlints,
which were started with a knife, urward, until they
were long encugh for the brush of the broom. This
was ccntinued as long as the stick would run, when
the small heart was sawed off, the splints turned
back and the upper end run in the same manner, com-
mencing far enougzh up to make the length of splint
required, and when down to the proper size for a
khandle, the balance cf the stick was finished up to
correspond, and wilth a tow string to hold the splints
to-gether, the implement was complete, and as effec-
tive as it was simple in ccnstruction.(18)

The cleansing agent most commonly used was the soft-soap
which was made in the home by leaching ashes, thereby,
making lye, to ~hich was added fat. This was boiled down,
anéd the resulting prcduct was the scft soap.(lg)

One c¢f the tasksa which was Aifficult to perform,
and fer which there was no equipment was laundering.
fMrs. Hartzell's laundry was a rcugh plank hewn from a
log, supported by two legs and run cut a few feet into
the river. <che had no wash bocard, but got the clothes
clean by rubbing them between her hands. She had no
clothes line but a few low bushes about the cabin and
the green sod served nicely in lieu of this.“(ZO&ash-
ing machines were not ccnsidered a success when first

introduced in the early part of this preriod, but, they

were destined to be a factor of importance.

(18) Howard S. Regers, op. cit., p. S6.

(18) Flla Champicn, cv. cit., p. 17.

(20) Illincis State Historical Library Publication,
No. XVII, p. 69.
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Middle Pericd.

In the bezinning c¢f this era, many of the pisces cf
hcusehold equirment were as yet crude. Those c¢f the pre-
vious pericd, very cften, were used for many years.

Her kitchen lcoked as cool and solid as a room
built of stcne. There were things in it which,

though they had been made in the o0ld4 days, were still

useful: a ccpper kettle, dented and dAiscolored here

and there by verdigris, which served as a foot bath;

a great green flcur barrel ---; a sugar barrel with

a handle; and two hand-hewn chests ---. In one ccrner

a short pump brought up rain water into a sink frcm a

cistern under the floor.(21)

Types cf household equipment became increasingly more num-
erous and available. Tin was used for kitchen utensils,
and they were cheaper. Certain laboer saving devices were
fcund early in this period, such as the ccffee-mill, patent
sausage mills, aprple parers, flat irons, and many others.
These were the fcrerunners cf later labor-saving devices.
Cther valuable pieces of equipment brought into the home
were the cooking and heating stoves which came into use
during the early days of this era. Instead cf iron pcts
and Dutch cvens, the air tight cock stove was used for the
oren fire, the wocd stove and then the coal stove was subd-
stituted. Though at first these stoves were censtructed
poorly, imgrovements were made quickly.

The round and square heating stoves, with elevat-

ed oven cocking stove replace the fireplace with its
tin outdoor oven. This heating and cooking arrange-

(21) Glenway Wescott, The Grandmcthers, p. 5.
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ment was a new style then,and farmers an? their wives
were not slow abcut adcpting any laber saving device.

The old-fashioned elevated oven cccking range with
its long legs, the varicus uses it served in domestic
economy deserves to be mentioned. WYe fcund it in the
kitchens of farmers' hcuses and city resident. The
space under this style of stove was utilized for rais-
ing bread, drying fruit, as an incubator for young
chickens, young household pets, dogs and cats, drying
small articles cf clothing, wet footwear and a good
rlace to rut a2 young patient with a bad ague or con-
gestive chill. This style of cocoking and heating stove
is gone from the farmers' kitchens. Substitutes have
taken their places. We doubt if any of these substi-
tutes will be useful cr take the place of the old el-
evated oven wood stove. (823)

Impreovements prcduced the vase-burner which became a char-
acteristic c¢f the home. The furnace was a later develcp-
ment and by the close of the century had gained great inm-
pcrtance. By the clcse of the century, numercus devices
Lhad veen invented an? perfected, so that the task of house-
keeping was being lessened. Numerous cleansing agents were
cfferei. The washing rachine was begining to attain a rosi-
ticn of great importance by the end of the prericd. The
carpet swesper made 1lts aprearance now.

Present Lay.

Although hcusehold equirment cf the present era 1s not
discussed in this study, its most impcrtant development
should be mentioned. The increased use of electricity fcr
hcusehold devices is a most remarkable trend. 1Its limits

are inconcelvatrle.

(23) George N. Fuller, Historic Michigan,
Frank N. Turner, Inzham County, Vo. III, p. €°




In summary, the earliest homes hal only a meager supply
of househol? equipment. At the beginning of the second peri-
cd, there was a universal introduction of many articles
known as "Yankee nctions", cffered for use in the home. This
number of devices has been steadily increasing until to-day,
the amount of household equirment is great in compariscn with
the picneer days. The most significant feature of the de-
vices 1s the use of electricity in the manipulation cf then.

FUEL AND LIGHT

Pioneer Teriod.

The homes weres lightel by the burning pine and by the !
lighted twisted regs with cne end coiled in a saucer of tal-
low cor lard. lany early lamps were improvised by dividing
a large turnip in half, scraping the turnip until only the
rind remained, an? then filling that with lard, the wick be-
ing furnished byra plece of tow linen or flannel wrapped
around a stick.(£3)This was superseded by a lemp mcdelled
cf clay in form of cups fastened on a plate, filled with
bear's grease, and the wick was made from cotton which the
rlioneers Lad raised.(24)A lard lamp, a glass bowl cn a metal
base, standing ocn a mirble slab was a luxury and an inno-
vation for this type of lizht. Then came into existence

the tallcw candles which were diprred or mclded in the home.

These were the general metheds of lizhting for this period.

(23) W. H. Smith, Fistory c¢f Infiana, p. 38.
(24) Julia Henderson Leverinz, Historic Indiana. p. 68.




The fuel used was entirely wood. The only means cof
heating the house ¢r ¢f cccking was by means cf the fire-
place, until nearly the close of the pericd. At this time
a few were the rossesscrs of stcves, but as yet they ware
in mincrity. luatches, as yet, were nct commen.

Middle Pericd.

During the first years c¢f this pericd candles cr whale
cil lamps were used fcr lighting. Kercssrne lighting cane
in atout 1861.

The homes of the rural inhabitant as well as
dwellings in village an? city were lizhted by candles.
There were some whale o0il lamps, of glass or metal
with no chimney. The farmers' wife moulded or dipped
her own candles. Eefore winter commenced the gcod
wife made a suprly tc last durinz the short days of
December, January an? February. Candle making days
were as much ncted as house cleaning. The supply
was kert in a square box with a sliding cover. The
grocery store supprlied the pecple in villages and
cities. Candles were as much a staple in 1855 as
sugar is today. --- It would be difficult to deter-
mine when the first candles were used or made.
Illumination by kerosene care in with the Civil
Var.(235)

As the middle ¢f the periol was arproached nany places
were using gas for illuminaticn. Gradually the kercsene 5
lamps were replaced by the use of gas. In the latter
vart cf this era electricity was used by a few for light-
ing. Wood,as in tihe pioneer days, was the fuel used.
After the midile cf the pericd, it was replaced by cocal.
Towards the clcse of the century gas was ths fuel used for

cocking. Matches had beccme commen.

(25) Gecrge M. Fuller, Pistoric lMichigan,
Frank N. Turner, Ingham County, Vel. III, p. ©8-1CO.




Present Lay.

Flectricity has develcped into the most imrortant
meens cf 1ighting ani has replaced kerosene a2n? gas for
that purpose. Coal is the mcst commonly used fuel. There:
is a trend towsards the use of cil for heating, and elec-
tricity for heat for cooking.

In summary, lizhting has reached great heights in its
develcpment. These neights are re2lized when the light
from the rine knots in the first lcg cabins is ccmtrasted
with the light of tre inc%@escent bulo. TFach step was
prcgressively an accemplishment ¢f ncte. The pine knot,
the saucer cof grease with a knotted cloth in it, the lamp
for grease, kerosene, gas and lastly electricity each had
their merits. Fuel in the early days was entirely wood.
Coal gradually came into use and assum2d the most imper-
tant role. Cil and electricity are assuming an important
rlace in heating,and the tendency is t¢cwards a greater use
of these.

¥CUCATICN

Picneer Period.

Tahe picneer cutran educaticn --- in his mcvement
to the Test, (28) and education an? the refinements cf
1ife were denied to him.(37)

As a result in these early times educaticn in the home
played an important rcle. FREefore schcols were established,

this was the cnly means of learning the children were af-

ferded. Trhe beys were taught to nunt and farm; the girls

(268) Tuneodore Calvin Pz2ase, Tne Story cf Illincis, p. la8.
(27) Frederick Jackson Turrer, Rise cf the New Vest, .S8.




(38)
tc do the tasks cf the houschold. If the mother arnd father

were nct educated or had little int=rest in thes matter, this
i1s as far as education in the home went. Frequently, howeves
in the evenings the children were taught reading, arithmetic
and writing - by the 1lizht cf the fireglace or a tallcw-
dip.(ag%n all c¢f these hcmes the Eivle was read regularly.
The children learrned to get alorng with pecrle and ccogperate
-- they had to - living in such small hcuses with so many
recple arcund. The training of highest importance was that
cf learning srecial skills. Very early in 1life the girls
were taught to sgin and weave, and cecck a2nd sew. Tach per-
scn had to keep tusy because c¢f the number for whem to rre-
rare an? the very fact that everything, prractically, had

to come cemrpletely of heme manufacture. The boys, tcc, had
their tasks to learn and perform abcut the hcuse, such as,
th2 care cf the fire and bringing in the wood, but in the
main their duties were without the realm cf the household.
Fermal educaticn was shert lived within the hcme as schcols

were built and assumed the task relatively early.

'iddle Pericd an? ®resent Day.

Formal educaticn, as befecre noted, had been taken cut
cf the home, and the duty had been assumed by the schcol.
Househcld duties were still taught the children in the

home, but by the end ¢f the middle pericd, many of these

(28) The Pageant c¢f America, Vol II,
Falph Fenry GCabriel, The Ture cf the Frentier, p. 20,
(22) Tilliam Lewis ¥Mida, S*cry of I11incis arnd Its Pecple,
p. 103,
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#ere belng taken over by the scheccl. The inclusion of
household arts course in the scheocols substantiates this
fact. To-day much cf the care of the children even is
taken cut of the hcme. Their training in ccoperaticn is
conscicusly stressed by cutside azencies.

EECREATICN

Pioneer Period.

Recreaticn in the family was limited esgecially in
these earliest cf prioneer hcmes. Thers was toco much work
to be completzad tc zive much time tc fun. As a conseguence,
certain types of work were made a part of recreation. The
mcst cemmeon of these tyres cf work converted into pleasure
were house-raising, ccrn-shelling, quiltins and apgle-
parinz. These pecrle had .many sc called bees in which sev-
eral families wcul? gather a2t 2 hcme ant perferm some task.
At nizht they woul? be served a large surprer, 2fter which
a dance wculd be in order. A list of these bees prcves
interesting: shucking bee, after the corn harvest, raising
tee, when a new house was to go up, quilting bee, carpet-
rag sewfing, apple-raring, and pumokin-peeling vbees. The
gecrle gatherad at a home, rerforme? thes work, and later
supper would be served. The rerainder cf the day would
be spent in dancing or playing games. In these bees sides
were chcsan,and the spirit of competition was an added in-
centive to the workers. This gave zest to the gathering

and mcre enthusiasm resulted.(30)

(30) Tilliim Lewis Nida, on. cit., p. 1C3.
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Tre quilting party also was a thing of :cy in
feninine circles. Here the housewife male a gala day
fcr her friends by ccllecting them aroun® her frare
to put to-gether cne of these deccrative werks, 2
pile cf which, to th= ricnser mcther, was esteemed
c¢f mere honer than 211 the skawls cf her mzdern
granddaughter.(31)

In the fall cther bees feor the purpose cf the gathering of
winter green, sassafras, mandrakes, wild strawberries, and
huckle-varries fermed pastimes. ¥ith this inclusicn of
werk in pleasure, mcre time it can ve said, was given to
amusements.

The small chiliren in their play rerfcrmed hcuseheld
duties as well as the older pecple, and, in this way, were
acquainted very early with many of the duties of the hcme
as a result of their play. Frolics c¢f quilting, carpet-
rag-sewing, acple parirg, ani pu?pk%n feeling were prer-

Ry
fermed by the girls and matrons. "Ccf the childhecced cf
the future picneer little nmay be said except that it was
barren of the pleasures which are tne inherent right cf
the young. --- He grew up without toys - nct even a Jack-
knife ever rattled significantly with a medley of nails in
his pockets. —--- During(hi§ early tcyhce? he worked upen
34

his father's farm ——=--- "

™e fera cf recreaticn was nct apt to be intividual,

$31§ Rufus King, Chio , p. 300.

$2) Illincis State EHistecrical Library Publicaticn,
No. 33, p. 39.

(35) Michigan Picnesr an? Fistorical Ccllecticns,

Vol. XXX, p. 1223.



in general it was ?o;§al, sncle families cr groups cf fami-
ot

lies particigating. The housewives were afforded their

(35)

recreation in the afternocns in the home in the visits

made them by neighocrs, 1f any lived near encugh. Tuese

visits were acccmranied by the perfermance c¢f housenold

taskx. The visitor always orought scme work along and as

the women talked they werked. Incidently these visits were

nct calls, but lasted all afternoon and rerhaps, even into

the evening.

The outstanding sccial event in every community was
the wedding. This was always performe? in the hcme. Teo-
ple were invite? from miles arcund. Usually such an event
was started early in the mcrning, lasting until the next
morning. Great feasts always ware served,and dancing was
the feature of the evening. Zoth young and cld were active
participarts. Tc ncte the imgertance cf the event,

A weddirg, among pecgle of the tetter sort, was

a three days' festivity. The gath=sring on the first

day included a variety cf tne sccrts (such as races,

shocting matches and the like) accerding tc taste

and circumstances. Next came the nuptials, the in-

variable dance, an? the feast. The infari closed the

third day with an escort of the bride to her new hcme,
and the ride was not unlike that tc Canterbury in
style. The house warming ende? with another dance,

in which there was no modern stiffness or dawdle.(338)
Sleighing parties coming in for the evening, story telling,

reading, singing and rcasting nuts and pop-corn were forms

(34) Francis Grierscn, The Valley of Thadows, p. 108.
(35) Illincis State Fistorical Library, Publication ¥o.10,
p. 38.

(368) Fufus Xing, op. cit., rp. 3N0-30C1,
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or recreation in which 211 participated. Th2 latter, +hen
well brcwned and ground, was served in a bewl of wmilk. To-
day, much pcrcorn is served/ani in scxz2 instances pecgle
eat it in milk. This custem is & result, dcubtless, frcm

%
trhe early practice of servinzg the cern in milk.(V73ery few
of the plcnears' amusements were of commercinl crizin.
Cards were indulzed by those who wers nct tco relizcusly
inclinzd. Checkers were the mcst universal game, z2n? chess

was indulged ty many.

¥id4le pericd.

At the beginning ¢f this era, amusements were still
few and simple. Many cf the amusements of pioneer days
remaine¢ in vogue. The house-raising, ccrn-husking and
other vees with bountiful dinners, were iuportant methods
cf getting geople to-gether in rural sections. Ancther
means of getting 2 grour to-gether resulted from tre
formation of "Tre ladies' Sewing Scciety". The organicza-
ticn met in a home and sewed men's shirts, which they scld.
The prcfit went tc th2 church. They #ould sew until supper
time,and then the nusbands and scns would ceme for the
me2l. Ths evening was spent in §ccia1 interccurse, read-
ing the paper cr singing songs.(VS)As one amusement for

youngsters at night, balls cf cardle-wick woul? be sczaked

(37) Illinois State Yistcriczl Library Publication,
Ye. XIV, p. 2CE,
(38) C. E. Jehnscn, I]iinois in the Fifties, Charter II.
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in turpentine and then licghted. Trhese balls were thrown

at each other, b?gosecause cf the slcw flame, they were

net tco dangercus.u Tc shew that even in amus=ments cut-
side influences wer=2 beginning to affect lccal customs,

in the early part cf 1830, an egifsmic cf "spirit-rappings,"
"table turnings" cr "table-raprings™ svegt cver Illincis
frcm New Ycrk. ) Rzcing was ropular and likewise, crcquet
an? cricket. Tae phonegraph, a prcduct of the latter part
of the century, was destined to be influential in keeping
amusements in the home at a later date. Another factor
wnich counteracted this tendency was the increasing impor-
tance of the stage. The films, now in their early stages,
were tc¢ pley an important part in the removal of recreaticn
from the heme. Parks, bathinz veaches, playgrounis, tennis
courts, clucs, new rcads (for travel) camp grounds, and
dramatic entertainments were bscoming impertant at the end
of the era showing a definite tren? of amusement ani recre-

ation away frcm the hceme.

Pregent Day;

In this pericd recreation is more coﬁbletely remcved
frcm the home than previously. Cne influence which has
tended to keep recreation within the hcoms during the period

is the radio. YNavertheless much recreation and amusement

9) C. B. Jounscn, Illincis in th=z Fifties, CharterVII.
) Ibid, Chapter VII.

(
(

L
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have tesn commercialized. 1In picnesr Zavs, all recreation

#as within the heme. GCrafually it was tiken out of the

home through the focrmaticn cf clubs and the introduction cf

outside amusements in the middle periocd. In compariscn, at

present, very little recreation is offered in the hcme.
JCSPITALITY

Picneer Period.

Cne of the most interesting rhases in this early life
deals with hospitality. "In thcse days a 'new comer! was
hailed ~ith delignt. There was encuzh and to srare cf
everything but mcney. Larnd was rle nty and cheap, ani the
few pioneers, tired cf seeing cnly each cther, alvays ex-
tenied a cordial welccme to new settlers.g%l)While these
new ccmers Jere getting their land, they were housed by
neighbcrs whom they had never szen before. When they were
ready tc build, the ccmuunity turned cut for the raising
cf the hﬁuse. "It was a starn?ing rule of the country to
erntertain 211 travelers rggardless of accomodaticnﬁ, fer
necessity compelled it."(%Z)Supper was given, badiding
divided among all. The flcocor, innumerable times, had many
beds made up cn it. In the morning, the traveler recelived
a breakfast before he continued his journey. The latch-

string was 2lways out for the traveler.

Cut ¢f few surrlies came limitless hosritality. It

(41) Charles Richmcnd Tuttle, Illustrated Fistery cf the
States of Indiana to 1878,P.570

(42) Tiscensin Histerical Cellections, Vol. I, p. 140.
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wag customary to have tc gc tc some distant town and barter
a load of grain for the few necessary groceries needed.
Upen returning, if the neighbors were out of these commcd-
ities, trhe family would keep only enough for their cwn use
and share all the rest with thcse needing them. Visitoers
came for visits c¢f all day and were urgad to take meals.
One visitor more or less feared was the Indian. He cften
demanded all of ths baked goods, which he usually received
as the ncuse-wifs was afraid to offend him. This hespital-
ity was universal. They were always willing to share every-
thing they had with any cne who would stop.

Yi44le Perlcd and Present lay.

The spirit of hosritality was carried cver intc the
mi42le pericd. It was evinced by the large homes which,
as mentioned in the charter on housing, had many rooms for
entertaining. FHospitality was a sccial duty; the greater
the amount, the higher it rlaced the recrle in the esteem
cf cthers. This great amount cf hespitality often taxed
the pecple financially ani thus brought about a reaction
against it. There was a decided drift away from hospital-
ity in the last of this era. Like recreation, hospitality
has been taken from the hcme to a great extent at the
present time. As ncted in the chapter on housing, there
is reflected in the building of houses this trend away
from entertaining and hosritality.

In summary, the hespitality of the ricneers was a
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universal quality - every cne, stranger cr ne=ighbor was
welceme. In the follcwving stage this attitule carried cver,
but tcward the list was losing its spentaneity. In the
rresent century, the hcspitality cf tre home is very limit-
ed.

RELIGICN

Pioneer Peric?.

At the ocutset the religion, in these communities was

art tc be at low(ep?. "As to relizicn, the first westward
T 0
push cutran it." VYery scon, the settlers felt the need

for religion,and it became firmly imbe?ed in thelr lives.
The Elole was rea? daily an? 4hers were th2 family prayers.,
Sunday was srent in reating the 2ible in the home if a
meeting nhcuse were too Aistant for the picneers to attend
services. 1In some cases several familiss would meet to-
gether and hold wersaip. The religlous element cf fheir
lives was nct neglected and rany cf the settlers devoted
much time to it.

Tne first church crganizaticen in ocur city was
Methodist. In 1848 a small band cf iethodists met
and formed a scciety with fcur members, Jocab Page,
Avigail Page, Orcella Pease and Fliza Lester.

Lansing was a villags and three wcmen and one
man, realizing the need cf religicus interest to
their families and the difficulties of getting 1t
from th2 cutside world throuzh lack of roads and
cther means cf comuiunication, resolved to helpg
eacnh otner, hence the fermaticen cf this church so-
ciety. Tre first meetings ---- held in family
residences. (4%)

The wives cf the early settlers wzre ncted for

(43) Thecdore Calvin Pease, Tne Stecrv of Illincis, p. 133.
(44) Gecrze Y. Fuller, Histeric Michigan,
Frank V. Turner, Incham County, Vol. TII, p. 1C8.




their mcrality, intellectuality an? spirituality.

———— The¥ were ---- moral an? reliziocus instruc-
ters. (43

213dle Period and Present Cays.

Very similar to efucaticn, religion was removed from
the home a2t an early fate. The practice of tuz farily
rrayars and the reading of the Zivle however, carried cver

irto the middile gericd. Practically all religicn is now
midie a gart of the church. Family worship is rapidly
rassing into the realwm cf the unkncwn. A interesting
rnote cn relizgicus gractices cf famllies as fcund in acre

ran 100 case studies from this sz2cticn c¢f the ccuntry is
that in less than ones half dozsn of these families are
there any relizicus services carried on within the home.
Grace at the table 1s excegted.

o

Feligicn, beginning in the home c¢f the picnesr, very
sccn ceased to te a2 rhase cf the home 1lifz., In the middle
era, it was gradually taken cver by the church. TFamily
rrayers an? the reading cf the 2ivle remained until the

clecse of the century. A% gresent, the amcunt ¢f religicus

ceremcnies found in the hcme 1s nezglizible.

(45) Gecrze ¥. Fuller, Fistoric Michizan,
Frznk Y. Turner, Inzham Ccuntv, Vol.III, p. 80.
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CHAPTER VI
DISCUSSION

From the review of the material previcusly given,
soms generalizations are drawn. There was growth in the
varicus elements of standards of living included in this
study and these standards, which were lowered temgorarily
during the picneer pericd, were ¢f a dynamic nature. They
were depicted through the plane of living and as the plane
was ralised and as the newer inclusions became customary
the standards were raised. They gradually assumed character-
istics which were commen to other communities. In addition,
there were the quantitative ani qualitative aspects of stand-
ards, and a change in the concepts of these people in regard
to the items which ccnstituted necessities. With the chang-
ing standards, the ploneer group became the middle class
families. The people ¢f the East North Central States were
set apart from those in other states by their geographic
location. Therefore, in the picneer days, certain definite
characteristics were peculiar to their life as a result of
the materials with which they had to work - the land, the
wooéd and the animals.

This chapter is divided into three parts: first,
changes in standards; second, emergence o¢f middle-class
families from this early picneer group; ani third, geo-
graphical factors which made the stuly one characteristic

of the Fast North Central States.
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CHANGES IN STANDARLS

The early settlers, when they came from the Fast or
their previous homes consciocusly lowered thzir standards
and planes of living with the thought in mind that the
lowering would be tempcrary and a means cf attaining the
goal which they had set up for themselves. These reduced
standards were revealed in the focd practices of the fam-
1lies. For example, the picneers brought tesa and ccffee
with them to their new hcmes, but these focds were saved for
srecial occasions and substitutes were used until tea and
coffee became availavle in the community. Clothing prac-
tices, likewis=s revealel this lovering of standards and
planes. The extent of this reduction is better prictured
when 1t is realized that fine silks and1 broadcloths were
often among the garments breought alcng with the early set-
tlers and that these materials were replaced with clothes
made of animal skins. In hcusing the same lowered stand-
ards and planes were exhibited in the building of the cne
Tocm log cabins. The ploneers, when replacing the cabins
with new structures followed the type of architecture of
their previous homes. The home made furniture and equip-
ment, crude wooden pieces, were definitely of a lowered
standard. The few pleces cf furniture and pewter which the
settlers brought alohg with them, bear ocut this fact, in as
much as they show the type cf articles used previously by

by the owners.
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In the ploneer days the quantity and guality of the
elements cf family life considered - fooi, clothing, shelter
and other thases were affected. There was a2 4diminished vari-
cf fced. The staples ware pork, pctatces and corn. Little
variety was added for some few years. Tae quality of the
focds which the settlers had was lowered, too, but nct te
such a great extent as was variety. As tc clothing practices,
there was a limited number c¢f garments owned by each member.
Due to the scarcity of materlals and the larze amount cf time
necessary to make the garments, the wardrcbe was necessarily
meager. Furnishings and hcusehold eguipment were few in a-
mount and the quality very often poor. The few pleces of
furniture were home made of crude style. Equipment tco, was
cf a limited guantity.

The dynamic nature of standards is a potent factcr in
any consideration of standards. This dynamic force is no-
ticeable in all of the phases listed in the study. To the
starle diet of fcods of the early settler, many new foods
were aided untll today the variety has increased to many
times that of the picneer. In clothing, the early use of
skins for garments was soon replaced by the use of home-
spun materials. There was nc style as yet. The fact that
style was disregarded in these early days is shown in that
the materials were just cut and sewed up into garments of
simplest form for comfort and utility. The style of cloth-

ing worn was of a varied nature. Style was the accompani-
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ment ¢f material bought by the yard, +he first of which

was calico. From this time cn, there has been an increase

in the numbers and a higher emrhasis placel on style. At
rresent, to have clothes in style is the impertant matter.
There was also a truly dynamic nature about furnishings z2nd
equipment. The simple pieces of furniture, of home manu-
facture, were replaced with articles made by a local cabinet
maker anl a greater number were cowned., Very scon this state
cf affalrs was surerseded by the introlduction cf commercially
made furniture, good and bad. An increase in the amount of
goods was the result and many hcmes were, there by, furnisted
more completely. Ey the bezgirning of the seccni pericd, it
was evident that househcld eguicment was teccming aéghmented
by the numerous articles foun? on sale fcr tte home. lMNow,
the use of electricity for these rieces cf eguipment has grev-
en a tocn to the hcuse keeper. In addition, fuel andi light
were of dynamic character. WVccd 2lcne was used for both in
the early days. Gradually coal, zas and oll became impcrtant:
and replacedi the use cf wccd. Flectricity, as a scurce cf
heat and lizht, superseded the latter and is helghts beyond
all expectaticns. In these changes mentioned avbove, there
was a phase cf develcpment which was important - that cf
assuming oharacteristics cf cther communities. The marks cf
distincticn cf the local community wvere gradually minimlzed.
The availability of gcods a2t a price within the means of the

pecrle and increaded transportation, were factoers aiding in



- 80 -

this movement. Very early in the pilcneer period influence
was felt frcm outside in clothing practices. l2terials were
received from the Tast, an? the styles, after which the gar-
ments made, were coprles of these fashions pepular in New
York and Paris. At present fashicn is universal, an? the
tyre cf materials used are available to all. Cf fccds and
Turnishings the same is true. The furnishings and diet cf a
typical middle-class family came to te 2almost identical with
these ¢f any other section.

The change in ccncert cf nscessities has been a2 prcgres-
silve thirz. Toe demands have increassd frcm the mcst meager
amcunts in every line up to a mcst ccmplex list of neces-
sities. In the pioneer days necessities ccnstituted only
those articles which were absolutely essential fcr life.
Gradually, new goods were intrcduced as luxuries. After
thelr use for a short time, they wers felt to be indisgen-
sable in the standard,and thus the list of necessities in-
creased. For example, in food practices trorical fruits
were luxuries and were cbtainable only for very short rperi-
od of the year during thes early days of rioneer life. Grad-
ually they have become more available until at pgresent they
are considered a necessity in the diet the year arcund by
manye. Another example - electricity has ccme tc te an ac-
cepted means of lighting. In the earliest homes the only
light used was that of the pine knot in the fire place; later,

the burning of a knctted cloth in a saucer cf grease. Iext,






candles were molded fcr use,and then one c¢f the greatest ad-
vances in lighting - the kerosene lamp which in turn was re-
placed by the uss cf gas. TFlectricity superssded gas fer

lizhting and today is considered a necessity by the majerity.

EUXERGEICE COF IIICLCLE-CLASE FALUILITLS FROYM THIS

EARLY PICNEER GRCU? CF TIT FAST NCRTH CENTRAL STATES

The develcpmrent of tyrically mid2le-class rather than
higher standards 1s shcwn most objectively in housing ccn-
ditions and furnishirgs. First in hcusing, each ricneer re-
rlaced his cabin for some improved type of Awelling. These
first replacemants were small, but very scon, larger Lcmes
were built cy this class cf pecrle who were emulating the
structures ¢f the few wealthy. The smaller hLcmes, in the
secend peried depicteld lower class standards. Furnishings
of these early people, cof ¢ruie nome manufacture, were scon
replaced by a grander typre cf furniture, that ccnstructed by
the cavinet maker. DLuring this period there was a large in-
crease in tne amcunt of furniture used. The inclusion of the
furniture fer the parler was anotiier mark of the middle-clasa.
Tith the intrcducticn c¢f factcry made prcducts, mcre gcods were
availacle. The style, vernars, was nct as gcod as that cf
the cabinet mckers, but it led to the increased use cf goods -
which marks tnis class of peorle. In the other rhases cf

standards, this evcluticn is nct as chservable an? nct as

rparent.



Scme ctservations may serve tc reinferce this idea of
the eveclution cf the picneers. 1In the first place, from
these earliest picneer families, the zreatest share c¢f busi-
ness men arose. Trne ricneers were prcogressive and searching
fcr advarncement. liany ousiness men - 3cctors, lawyers, and
other professional men, artisans and merchants wanted a new
start, and a chance fcr success which they ncped to attain in
this new ccuntry. Later, these men were prcminent in county
and state. An? still ancther cbservation - in any coarmunity,
the names of prominent miiddle-class pecple very cften can oe
traced tc the picneer settlers. These pecple are those who
kave influence and command esteem in the ccmrunity. Cften
the fact that the pioneers formed the prcminent midile-class
is substantiated while talking with some elderly person cof
a lccality. Lention is made cf a certz2in family, and he re-
marks that the farily 1s a fine one. The elderly rerscn
then relates the sterling qualities of the family from the
earliest days in the comrunity as he has heard the tales
passed cn to kim of the great-grand father, and psrsonally

of his experience with the grandfather and father.

GEOGRAPHICAL FACTCRS VEICH UAXE THR STULY CNE

CEARACTERISTIC OF THE EAST NORTH CTNTRAL STATES

The geograghical facters of the stuly which entered
into the making of the standards characterlstic of this

gsection. were in the fcrm of materials available for use
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by settlers. Trhe animals of these states - bear, feer, rac-
coon, and the like andi game - were used for focd. The skins
of the animals were dressed and used in making of wearing
arparel. The bear grease, very coften, was the only means cf
illumination many cf these families had.

The abundance cf wcod led to certain definite practices
among the picneers. Their hcomes were universally built cof
crude logs,ani the furniture fasnionsd frcm unhewn +%imber.
Frequently the only dishes and utensils were fashioned of
wood. Ancther imgertant use of wood was for the making of
dyes for cclering the cloth which they made. Thus it was
found that they had the butter-nut colcred jeans, and the
like.

Cern was found by the settlers to be a product largely
uged by the Indians from whom they learnei the use. It was
one c¢f the starles of the early settlers diet. 1In connecticn
with corn, there is always associated the foodstuff rork,
This likewise, fcrmed one of the stavles of the picneers!
diet. The impcritance of these two articles of fcod 1s with-
cut a dcubt related to type of land found in this section of
the country. It is suitable for the raising of these pro-
ducts, and as a result these foodstuffs flourished,and the
settlers could derend upon th=m as the scurce of their fcoi-
suprly until other gcods were available.

In suminary, 1t was shewn that the standards tc some ex-

tent and the planes of living to a greater extent of these



plcneer farilies were lcwered when they established their
new homes. Tuhis lcwering, however, was only temporary.

The settlers fcund the variety cf naterial gceds very lim-
ited,and the quality was very often poor. The standards cf
this grcup were of a dynamic nature, which early leil to the
avandconment of their temporary standards. They alsc assumed
the characteristics ¢f standards ¢f other grouvpes. The plo-
neers'! idea of what constituted necessities was a chanzing
one. As new items were brought into thelr standards, they
were very readily adcgted as necessities. The trend is
towards an increased inclusion of items necessary to make up

a standazrd.
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SUMIARY

ne standards cf living of the middle-class families
c¢f the Tast Nerth Central States, from the early picneer
days up thrcuzh the present, have veen viewed. Fccd,
clothing, shelter and miscellanecus items including fur-
nishings, hcusehcld equiprment, fuel and 1lizht, educaticn,
recreation, hospgitality and rzligion were the elements cf
the standards chcsen for study.

A first finding was that in most cases, a lowering of
standards and planes of living was tolerated for a short
reriecd of time, but very raridly the ploreers began to im-
rrcve thelr livinzg ccnditicns. In the earlies%t homes,
there was a meager amcunt of material things, but very
rapidly the goods became mcre available, zani these hcemes
were cvetter surglied. As fcod, clotkhing, shelter, furnish-
ings andi the rest c¢f the elements assumed characteristics
of otrher secticns c¢f the ccuntry, the distinguisning marks
¢f the group were lost. Thus it was shcwn that the stani-
ards of these families, althicuzh marked by certain charac-
teristics in the picneer period, were influenced bty prac-
tices of other communities and graiually assumed in taelr
standaris a universal rature as they were raised. A sec-
ond finling, as was revezled in the housing and furnisn-
ing of these pecple, was the evoluticn of the midile-class
standards from the gicneer group. The last finding was trat

certain characteristics of the stan®ards of this grcup were



typical as a result c¢f certain geozraphical factors. The
use of the waterials - wcod and animals and land for tre
raising of the rroducts ccrn and hogs, led to certain

definite practices which were preculiar to this secticn.
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