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CHI TLR I

IRTRODUCTIOE

The elinination of boys and girls from school during

early adolescence has been a problem of :1ajor social ir;por-

tance for a long time. As society becoLes ;ore conplex

and the scope of life broadens to neet changing conditions,

the problems confronting tit; ose seekinf to becone self sup-

porting nembers of society increase in mu-ber and difficulty.

Even to persons surrounded by culture and refinenent with

every means at hand to assist in character development,

with every opportunity to expeiience proper social contacts,

the problens of life aie often bafflin3. To th *nfortun-

ate child porn in poverty and forced to spend the Lost

impressionable part of life in the crowded forei3n quarters

of a large 01 y, a satisfactory adjustnent to the social

and econonic demands ofodern life may prove almost in-;
_
:

possible.

he situation nust be faced. The children in such

districts leave school in lar3e nvasers as soon as they

llave (
I
)

atisfiod the l 3al requirenents and sometines before.

Whether ae are ri3ht or \.Ton3 in atteiptir3 to edu ate the

child before we have educated the parent, the fact rcnains

that our accomplishments with this type of child leaves

much to be desiied. uh;. do thes pupils leave school?

What types of boys and 3irls are elininated? what social

influences force children out of school into indr.stry or

idleness at an early ae, poorly equipped to face the prob-

lens of life?
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~ r-

$15.2.tle eli‘;Linatio It

.04...

school work
4 - .4” n. . ‘3- r‘ r --f ,fi- j." I,

q _ J-‘ -A "I’d." 1 v- ;\ I N

4) too ole ior hisCpiocc.” It dos iound

R ‘f."\ ‘-‘1 . .I" 'D -3 c— i L- a\ ‘p

resioflsisle ioi 34.33 per cost CI

. — -. .:. x .4 4. _ -- - ‘-

3&8 a E OUJQ so“. l7.78 .cr .e“

I the pupils were eli;.nete i at the ages oz l2 &;C 13,

51.11 per cent at 14 and 15, and 10 p3I cent a the age of

fl 1'}

lo. (a)

‘ '3 " r-v O'V‘ fl ‘1'“ ' + ‘ _ ' ‘r . r).

G1; Stu: a s u stu‘; of M16 pupils of a tecsnicsl

' ’- -"-“ ' —-. ~ a“ .— - wv 3- ~ . '. ' '3 4“»

high scnool Iilcs ts; "O“lJ t'e3ty five Der ce;t o: the

rupilo I tafl wvur ”a Co ‘0’: '1‘" r~‘.~~ ”C1 114-0 Mascara”: +~I° *‘“ fpfioilc‘
-‘ u u i ..-u. ca 9.13..“ ... 9......) ...L; --w v.3...guvv, “you *Iu. u

v... L‘ vv ‘\f'\ 1" J“ - ..." "‘ \‘Vfi?’ “‘1' ‘ 4'.'\ I! ‘ '71
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. " ' “ :3 J": '1‘ fw-‘nr‘ 3‘ ‘r‘ J- I‘ 3 1 Q. . w-‘s

telliesce Cu tie:1t 01 uxose MHO ngubobe uhl tgose 4“

'b. r - ”‘a‘ 3 Jv ‘1‘ M --, :\ A 4‘ H TA . 1‘ 4"”? ‘4 .-’\

it:1d.I;L-:.CIC see::3 ..o ..o ..o IlubiOls;1:) Houses“ ell-..-

'~ I f\ ""‘ . w w 31“" 7 I"? "r

instion and turdiress, tlose uhO thLQlo. 3s e loner

.'\ '71 Q 4'1“ ' "° 1‘ I'I"):"~ I“ '3" . 1 ‘I ‘ " ‘r'l

career Lotife b“&n those 1L0 viadueuc, tleic sie no e

‘ ' 'r‘ ‘ . . " '3 ~ '7 V ' ‘fi , V" -.

witsdrausls at scout the Llue toe pupils cecohe si:t;on.

w? r‘ 1 r‘ . ~r 0‘ r~ -" “\wr - x- 3v“ ' I 1.\ ‘7' ' '

JeuISCfi,a;e'tJLHUZIW oLLn: imeu'(é) Clfiillndln of

Amelia Rohlfinb 1“? study of eliminations s:o.g rural

school pupils agree substantially with thee of stantz.

The lind ‘rgs of Axelis ohlfing a 5 show that tlose stud-

ies 1:;‘1 ate cleeml: tMI t tse causes 0. el:instion vary

 

with the con;*1i“" uh ther city or r Ial, Jhe tier a lsrse

city ”1i1 school or a ccunty school system.

(5) Rohlfing, A. U., "Caus~es oflinin.tion ’n the Schools

of Cesconade Counuy, Kissouri, K.S.
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U. 0. DeWees interviewed 168 students of the high

schools of Fort Worth, Te::as, in an effort to determine

whether pupils withdraw from school because of inte nal

factors within tile sci1001 or external factors outside the

W

school. He arrived at the following CC'LlClUSiORSI

"(1) About one fourth 01 the eliri nates interviewed claim

to have withdrain from school becaiise of internal factors

within the school, such as oisli-c for recsire ‘ high

school subjects, dislike for teachers, etc. These stu-

dents weie usuallv 1ated low on oehavior and attitiide by

their teachers; (2) about three qua'rters of the eliminates

claimed to have withdrawn because of external factors out-

side the school, such as preference for work outside the

school, ill health, marriage, etc. These students were

usually rated high on behavior and attitude by their

teachers; (3) it is suggested that many pupils who other-

wise might withdraw would be held in school by such

policies of school administration as the introduction of

he junior high school organization, an efficient system

of educational and voc21tional “uidance, part tire school

attendance, and an exteim ion of vocational training." )5)

There can be little doubt that he causes of elimina-

tion vary a 1d that home and community conditions, as well

as school environzmnt, are significant factors in the

length of the child's school life.

In the search for an answer to the problems which hey

indicate, all available data about the social factors in-

fluencing school children, the factors of race, hone, con-

nunity and school exlerience hve been cs“efully eriried.M... v ‘a-“l LJ—a.

In later chMbe—rs an attempt will be made to roduce these

actors to conoarsole terms so that a rmoe :ccuiae compari—

. ‘ 1 . ‘I

son Lay se made.
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The group chose: for the stud, is the class that
"‘ ' 4.

entered the 73 grade of the hillar In'e1heu1to 3011001,
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year period and the records of 26 others were so incon-

plete as to be of no value. This leaves a total of 210

pupils whose records were complete and accurate. Since

this is a district where foIeiners live, the follow“(-1

ICE}9.
)

L
)

and nationalities are represented: Englisl fi

German ll, Greek 6, Hungarian 5, Irish 1, Italian 53,

Jewish 5, Polish 1, Bounanian 7, Russian 6, Serbian l,

I.

Syrian 2, and hegro 126. The nunoer of 11tiona groups

represented is so large and th n-msersn1“ of each group

so small tliat nationality was not used as a basis for

clas-ification. The prir1cipal class fication use , there-

fore, is one one ed on racial lines. Conparisons aie I:ade

between groups of 58 white boys, 26 white girls, 68 colored

boys and 58 colored girls.

.The data used in this thesis was obtained fron

sources; (1) from a personal interview with each of tr

210 pupils whose records form the basis of this stulr and

a survey of the home of each pupil, and (2) fron the school

records of these pupils covering the period between

beptenher, 1926 and June 1939. In the home and fa.- “Lug-L

C
fsurvey the investiga'or was aided bv a sched1le p'eviously
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to p'esent a picture e1 the “one environment and otherI
4

social lactors which necessarily influence the life of

the ripil to he studied. Information was secured about

‘ J" < v . ~-' r's . _ J—~-—- -F' ,4 sun vv -' ‘ . .- ‘1 '9 . -.

the lollouilg points: t'pe 01 none, Jneishie and equip—

fanily, such as ;elativas, :ooxers and Loarders, lar;ua;e

spoken in the hone, newspapers, books, and nagazin~s in

the hone as well as occupational and organizatienal

affiliations of the father, mother, and pupil. The school

record kept for each pupil was: nane, race, age, letter

rating, address, place of birth, grade achievfinert

attendance, final Lark for all subjects each senester and

disposition.

0f the pupils who entered the 7B grade September,

1926, some completed the work or were graduated from the

91 grade in June, 1929; others remained in school during

this period but for various reasons did not complete the

work; still others left the school before the end of the

three year period. For purposes of classification and

comparison, the pupils used in this study are divided into

three general heads--Graduates, Failures and Lefts. The

Graduates are those pupils who entered the school Septem-

ber, 1926 and completed the required work of the seventh,

eighth, and ninth grade by June, 1929. The Failures are
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those who remained in school for the three year period

but were unable to complete the work of the school in the

required time. The Lefts are those pupils who entered the

school at the same time as the others but according to our

records were not attending any school in June, 1929. Stu-

dents who were transferred to other schools, public or

private, due to the fact that the family moved to another

district, were not included among the Lefts. According to

the state law, children sixteen years of age who desire to

leave school, may apply for and receive working permits

upon presenting acceptable reasons for their withdrawal

from school. In such cases they are transferred from reg-

ular school to continuation school, which they must attend

at least one day per week until they are seventeen years

of age. Other pupils who desire to leave school after

reaching the age of sixteen may be transferred to the

vocational school where they receive training which pre-

pares them for entrance into trade and industry.

In most cases the boys and girls sent to vocational

schools from the Miller were those whose attendaice and

scholarship had been poor. Since these used a transfer as

a means of leaving school, they are included in the group

of 105 Lefts of this studV.

With the school data as a basis then, comparisons

are made between the different races, sex, and achievement

groups on the basis of age, intelligence, attendance and
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scholastic accomplishment. The ages as given on the school

records are checked with those on file in the central office

ttendance Department and are constantly verified from the1
:

time the pupil enters the elementary until he finishes high

school. Every pupil in the Detroit Public Schools has been

examined by the Psychological Clinic and assigned a letter

rating before he reaches the intermediate school. This is

done by means of a group intelligence test given by trained

examiners. The letter ratings, tsed as a basis for the

tables in Chapter IV, are the results of these tests. The

data used in the attendance tables are obtained from school

and attendance department records.

In order that the scholastic achievements of the var-

ious racial-sex groupings might be compared, that any

variation in accomplishment, as indicated by marks in the

different subject offered by the school, might be noted,

it was thought advisable to divide the subjects into two

general heads. One group contained the more formal subjects

requiring the use of textbooks and calling for considerable

mental application. The second group contains those subjects

permitting a greater freedom of thought and action as well

as a maximum of self-expression. These two groups are call-

ed academic and vocational for purposes of his study and

are listed below.



 



 

 

ACA EEIC VCCATICIAL

English Auto Shop

Social Sciences Kachine Shop

Mathematics Household hechanics

General Science General Shop

Latin Keenanical Drawing

General Language , iousehold nrts, Design

BOOKKGGPiRG. Typing* Health, Auditorium, Husic

In order to arrive at an equitable basis on which the

marks of one pupil could be compared with those of another,

or the marks of different groups compared, each letter in

the regular marking system was given a numerical value.

The letters and the points assigned to each one follows:

A Excellent 4

B Good 3

C Fair 2

D Poor 1

OE Failure

The number of credits a pupil receives for successfully

completing a given subject is equal to the number of hours

the class meets per week, and the value given to the final

mark in each subject is the sum.obtained by multiplying the

number of hours of credit given for the subject by the numer-

ical value representing the final mark. In the tables in

which the various groups are compared on the basis of aca-

demic and vocational accomplishments, the figure given in

each case is the sum of the academic or the vocational marks.

 

* Typewriting and bookkeeping are included in the list of

academic subjects purely on the basis of their standing in

the Miller Intermediate School. Owing to the fact that many

pupils leave school and go to work with only such preparation

as we can give them, the amount of time given to these sub-

jects has been considerably increased above that given in

other schools of this type. The requirements for admission

and completion have been raised equal to if not higher than

the regular academic subjects.
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LOCIAL CCIDITIGLS II THE KILLER 8 HOCLDISTnICT

The district in uhicg the Liller School is located

stands as a typical enanile of the social and historical

development of the City of Detroit.* The area was firs

settled by the French fellouing the building of Fort

Pontchartrain by Antoine De La hethe Cadillac in 1701.

Cadillac's original grant was supposed to be fifteen

arpents square or approxiwrtel" 225 acres. (The United

States standard fixes the arpent at 192.24 feet.) This

grant was bounded on the west by the Cass farm or grant,

on he east by the Brush farm, on the south by the Detroit

River, and on the north by what is now Adams Avenue.

The original I"Ielch farmers built their homes close

together on the river bank, (Last Jefferson Avenue)

partly for protection against the Indians, and -artly be-

cause tle old world farmers were accustomed to living in

small villages. These original settlers and their descen-

dants continued to live on the farms and to till the soil

for about one hundred years, or itil about 1800. As the

land became cleared and the danger from Indian raids

lessened, the original settlement about the fort increas-

ed in size and the population soon outgrew the confines

 

* See map in pocket.
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of the stOC12ade. The growth of the city was influenced

by the transportation facilities of the tines. lost

travel and commerce was by boat. Detroit was linked in

early times to the outside world by water, so its people

settled upon the banks of the river.

1805, at which time most of the Town of Detroit

was destroyed by fire, its area was estimated to be two

‘
1

Hacres. The town was rapidl; rebui t and soon expanded

beyond its old limi7s. The firs mention of sub-divis-

ions and the laying out of streets for residential pur-

oses xce t alone the river appeare‘1 1635. By
3 U , .51“ a

1860 the city had reached Elnwood Avenue, or nearly the

eastern limits of the Killer school district. The tran-

sition from farm land to a city residential section was

rapid. In just a few years th area changed from one of

fields of grain, potatoes, and other farm produce to

wide city thoroughfares lined with beautiful homes. Into

this new section cane the wealthy people of the city to

build their d'elliras It soon becane the finest resi-

dential part of the city. The identity of the origins

owners and first settlers may be found in such street

names as Dubois, Chene, St. Antoine, and Eaubion, given

by the Finch in honor ofhe or 1'711:11 orners, their

wives and their patron saints.

Followi1R3 dis rrcances in Ltrope in 1848, large

n11bers of Germ an people imnifirted to this countiv
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Lany of th n cane to Detroit and settled in the area now

orved by the Killer School where street names such as

Waterloo, Arndt, and Antietan she‘:'the result of t11is in—

fluence and also indicate the location of the first Geraan

settlements. The entire district, 1orth of Jefferson

Avenue a11d east of Brush Street, continued to be a fine

residential neighborhood until about 1900 when Detroit

began its rise as an industrial center.

With the increase in population, the expansion of the

dovrn- town business section began gradually to encroach

upon this area. Increasing business demanded neie docks,

warehouses, railroads, freight depots, and terminals.

Residences were razed to make way for industry and the

shift of the French and the German to other parts of the

city began.

With the busi ss :-:pansion came the Jew. He settled

in t11e area between Brush and Dequindre Streets f1om

Gratiot Avenue north be3ond the limits of the district,

and until 1920 he dominated the neighborhood. Hasti11gs

Street was its main thoroughfare. It was crowded with

small stores, Jewil1 bakeries, fish maikets, pa1Jn shops,

and Kosher meat markets. Push-cart men and peddlers of

all description swa1med the streets, hawhingr their wares

of clothing, fis11, trinlwts, and notions. Families were

large and children at an early age were prshed on the

(
r
)

treets to shift for thenselve . The 110st corn on
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occupation of the Jewish boy was selling papers on down-

town business corners. It was and is yet, to some extent,

not an unusual sight to see Jewish and Italian boys of

six and seven years selling papers in the down-town area

as late or early as two o'clock in the morning. About

1915 the more prosperous Jew'sh people began to move to

the north and west sections of the city.

Following the Jew came the negro. While there have

been negroes in Detroit since before the Civil War, when

escaped slaves were spirited into Canada by means of the

so-called "Under ground railway", the numbers were com-

paratively small. About twenty years ago, however, when

the automobile industry began to attract its hordes of

negro workers, the number increased very rapidly. They

first settled in the old Jewish quarters but increased

so fast that now they are found in every section of the

district.

host of the negroes in this district are of the

lower type fron.the standpoint of economic and social

statgs. The majority are laborers and old job men who

work at peddling coal or ice, expressing, gathering

papers from the alleys, etc. The women, especially in

the family group, seem to assume nore responsibility

for the support of the family than do the men and so

work more steadily. Th 'ate at which the negro popula-

tion is crowding out the older inhabitants of the district
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is indicated by the changing proportions of negro and

southern Europeans in the neighborhood schools. In 1915

the population of the Bishop Elementary School, which

serves this district, was 90 per cent Jewish and 10 per

cent Italian and negro. Today these percentages are re—

versed and the negroes far outnunber the Italians.

While the negro population increased north of

Gratiot Avenue, the Italian population was increasing in

the area south of Gratiot. By 1920 this area was practi-

cally dominated by the Italian, the French and German

having moved on to the east or other parts of the city.

The section today contains many Italians, although as

stated before, the negro, who does not colonize as readily

as do some other races except in the face of restrictions,

has been forced by increasing numbers into every section

of the district. The Italian, in turn, is gradually

moving out of the neighborhood into other sections of the

city and the lower section of the district is becoming the

home of the southern European and the Asiatic innigrant.

These people live very much to thenselvos in small colonies,

speak their native tongue and cling to their native customs

and traditions.

Althozgh in this district nany homes typifyin; the

French and German influence in architecture remain, they

are rapidly passing into a state of decay and are being

crowded out by wholesale and retail business, warehouses
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and ra1ilroa s. Thus the district has Changed. Cnce it

was a suburb of fil1e large homes—~the dwelling place of

the business and professional men of the city. how thee

homes, once the pride of the city, are unpainted, unre—

paired, and crowded with people from the four corners of

the earth. Unhenpt children swarm the yards, streets,

and alleys until the ground is bare Broken wndows are

stuffed with rags and a babble of tongues is heard on

every hand.

Business is found in every section of the district,

but the size and character of the enterprise is deter—

mined sonewhat by the location. The large W.holesaeand

retail business places are located in he down-town areas,

and on the two nain business arteries east of Woodward

L
’
L
J
J

£
3

(
1

C
)

Avenue, namely, G1atiot and Je1nven1:.es.Dochs,

W

ship-building yards, warehouses, and supply yards aie
U

-

found along the river front. manufactp ing, freight sheds,

and fruit hous s follow the railroads. Smaller business

places, such as drug stores, arocery stores, pool roons,

restaurants, barbecue stands, and near—beer saloons, ar

found in every part of the district, especially on streets

havingstreet car lines.

Busin as and residential s

are junbled together without plan or discr1n1notion. 1f

he blocks 11: the 11eightorhood, lCO are 001.1fireci to hus-

1ness pursuits, 54 to residences, while in the re inin.— *Vo- K.s
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350 the two flourish side by side. Only two snall sections

may be described as residential districts of the better

class, theepartn nt house district in the two blocks ass

of Woodward Avenue and north offernor Highwav and that

part of Joseph Campau and thougall Avenues which extends

from.Fort Street north to V3Inor Figh..r. This is a

neighbor11ood of sinrleca1nd tw.o—fanily homes built of

brick. Until recently it has been an attractive residence

district. Aside from these two sections, the character

of the homes is generally poor. The district covers an

area of three and one half square miles and comprises a

population of appro atelv 90,000. Of this number about

70 per cent of the residents are negro, 20 per cent

Italian, and 10 per cent mixed whites. The school popu-

lation shows a corresponding predominance of near

students, with a mixture of whites, mostly from the south

European nations.

In 1919, when the Killer School opened, 90 per cent

of the pupils were white, and 10 per cent were colored;

in 1923, 75 per cent of the pupils were white and 25 per

cent were colored; in 1929 , 35 per cent of the pupils

were white and 65 per cent were colored. In 1919 the

white population 01’ the school was almost entirely

Ge~ran with a few Italians, while a survey of the school

in 1929 revealed the fact that the followingnationali—

ties were represented: nustiian, Arienian, Australian,
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Canadian, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian,

Irish, Jugo-Slavian, Lithuanian, hexican, Polish, Russian,

Roumanian, Serbian, Scotch, Syrian, Turkish, Korwegian,

and Czecho-Slovakian.

The churches, like the residences, show the influence

of a shifting population. In 1821 the first Prqtestant

Church was erected in this neighborhood and in 1850 the

first German Lutheran. Today the Protestant Churches

found in the district reflect the blendiig of the old and

/

the new population and the rising tide of color which is

dominating the area.

The Central hethodist Episcopal

Christ Episcopal

Friendship Baptist (colored)

Greek Evangelismos Orthodox

Lily Kissionary Baptist (colored)

Korning Star Negro Baptist

St. Gilead African hethodis Episcopal

St. James Negro Baptist

St. Kathews Protestant Episcopal (colored)

Second Negro Baptist

Calvary Negro Baptist

Kacedonia Negro Baptist

Hemorial Presbyterian

Hount Vernon Negro Baptist

Palmer Lethodist Episcopal

St. John's Presbyterian (colored)

Third Roumanian Baptist

Church of the Hess'an

St. John's Lpiscopa

St. John's Evangelical

Ketropolitan Negro Baptist

St. Paul's African hethodist Episcopal

St. Paul's Lutheran
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The district also hes Catholic Churches with the

following names:

holy Falaily (Italian)

St. ann' s (S'iian Laronite)

St. I":ry's

St. Peter and St. Paul

Our Lady of Help

S . Joachim (French)

Cathedcal of St. Peter and Paul

St. Joseph's

There is one Jewish church in the district, husach

hoari Synagoggue. In addition to the 00101ed churches

listed ther are sn.aller congregations, sects, and store

front missions praying upon the imagination and supersti-

tion of the illiterate. Charms and talismans to drive

away sickness and evil spirits are sold; tellers of for-

tune, healers, and mediums are numerous.

As if in an effort to combat the forces of poverty

and superstition that stalk the neighborhood, many social

agencies have built up varied programs for children and

adults. There are eight playgrounds in the district.

During the summer vacation months, the Department of

hecreation furnishes playground directors who supply

eterials, organize, direct, and assume general super-

vision over all activities of the playgrounds from twelve

o'clock noon until nine o'clock at night each day of the

week except Sunday. On the smaller playground only one

director is furnished, but on the larger ones tW areu.

supplied, one for girls' and one for boys' activities.
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Teams of all ages, sex, size, and description are organ-

ized. Leagues are formed and a schedule of games and

sports is engaged in to some extent. On the larger

playgrounds sand boxes, swings, and other apparatus are

provided for children too young to engage in organized

sports or activities. The activities for the older

children include indoor and outdoor base ball, volley

ball, field ball, quoit pitching, trach and field events,

model airplane and kite building and flying.

Since the district lies in the center of Detroit's

municipal service area, it houses various civic and

social agencies as the following list shows:

American Legion

Circuit Court

Baptist Christian Center

Common Pleas Court

Community Center of the Detroit Urban League

Detroit League for the Handicapped

Disabled American Veterans of the World War

Friend of the Court

Goodwill Industries

KcGregor Institute for Homeless Ken

Kichigan Association of Occupational Therapy

Hichigan State Dept. (Division of Rehabilitation)

Newberry House

Phyllis Uheatley Home

Police Headquarters

Probate Court

Prosecuting Attorney

Department of Public Welfare (Headquarters)

and Registration Bureau

Recorders Court

St. Andrew's Society

Society of St. Vincent DePaul (Clothing Bureau)

United Spanish War Veterans

Veterans of Foreign Wars
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Civic and Social Agencies (Continued)

United States Veterans Bureau

Heinman Settlement

Y. M. C. A.

Y. W. C. A.

Department of Recreation

Franklin Street Settlement

Portestant Orphans Asylum

St. Vincent Orphans Asylum

Volunteers of America

Detroit Council of Social Workers

Detroit Urban League

Clinics and Hospitals

Department of Health

Child Welfare Station

Dental Clinic

Public Health Station

Venereal Clinic

Receiving Hospital

City Physicians Office

St. Lukes Convalescent Home

St. Mary's Hospital

Visiting Nurses Clinic

Evangelical Deaconess Hospital

Michigan Mutual Hospital

Public Buildings
 

Police Headquarters

Municipal Court Building

County Jail

Detroit House of Correction

County Building

Board of Education Office

Municipal Garage

Board of Health

Farmers Produce Market (Eastern Larket)

Fire Department Repair Shops

The district is served by eight public elementary

schools, eight parochial schools, one intermediate school

and four colleges.

The Miller Intermediate School is a division of the

Detroit Public Schools and includes grades seven, eight
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and nine. It is located at 2322 Dubois Street and with

its playground, occupies the block bounded by Dubois,

Chene, Jay, and Waterloo streets. The first unit of the

building was constructed in 1919. An addition was con-

structed in 1923 which increased the capacity from 1000

to 1800. The building has three floors, is "L" shaped

and contains the following rooms:

First Floor

Auto Mechanics

Machine

Household Mechanics

General Shop

Pattern Shop

Mechanical Drawing

Gymnasium

RecitationN
H
N
H
H
H
H
H

Second Floor
 

Domestic Science

Domestic Arts

Art and Design

Auditorium

Library

General Science

Recitation(
S
U
P
I
-
‘
l
-
‘
N
N
N

Third Floor
 

l Cafeteria

l Typewriting

l Bookkeeping

21 Recitation

The staff of the school may be divided into three

general heads, administrative, instructional, and operative.

The administrative staff consists of the principal, assist-

ant principal, counselor for boys, and counselor for girls.
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The instructional staff is made up of five department

heads and fifty one teachers. The operating staff in-

cludes janitors, engineer fireman, and bath attendants,

all under a chief engineer who is responsible for the

heating, ventilating, and cleaning of the school.

The chief duties of the administrative staff are

to adjust school policies to neighborhood needs and to

interpret educational regulations to the community. The

administrators occupy the strategic position of mediators

between a system and a group but half assimilated into

American culture. Sometines the adjustment depends on

research into and investigation of social conditions in

the district and their relation to school accomplishment.

Occasionally it results in the emphasis on one phase of

the curriculum which is of particular value to the group.

Thus a well developed music course at the Killer School

serves both as a stimulus to real achievement and as

vocational training for the colored students. Through

contacts with individual pupils, through follow-up

studies of its graduates in terms of the occupational

demands and opportunities of Detroit, pupils are helped

to choose and prepare for occupations.

On the other hand, the school attempts to educate

the community to standards of regular attendance, of co-

operation between home and school, and of educational

achievement.





Within the limits of the prescribed courses, study

material is introduced which is pertinent to the habits

and enviro cents of the students and teaching techniques

adjusted to the temperament and ability of the student

body.

The school is organized on the home room plan. In-

coming pupils are assigned, in groups of forty children

of the same grade and sex, to a class room teacher who

directs and supervises all their activities outside the

class room. Since the group rerains under th guidance

of the same teacher for three years and whenever possible

is assigned to that teacher for instruction in her

special subject as well as in home room, both pupil and

teacher have the opportunity to become well acquainted

and aware of mutual problems of school and the group.

In addition to the home room groups, pupils may be-

come members of various extra-curricular organizations.

Through extra—curricular activities, pupils may satisfy

their natural curiosity about pursuits and activities

not provided for in the home or in the regular prog‘am

of studies of the school. Such activities are carried

on by grouping pupils with common interests under club

sponsors, in order that research, investigation, and ac-

tivity beyond that possible in the class room, may he

carried on. The extra-curricular activiti s of the school0
)



Art Club

Boy Scouts

Commercial Club

Debating Club

fiodel Airplane

Hature Study

aturuav Art Class

ervice Club

Science Club

You1Ic1thers

”1’0 11:‘ .. riters

T11.e he rogeneous nature of the ptpil population

brings into school organizations the same problems of

racial and national adjustments that the boys and girls

are meeting in socie y at large. The extra-curricular

prog‘am should, thereiore, offer an e::cellent opportuni-

ty for building up a friendly spirit of cooperation

between the various groups, for enlarging the pupils

anpreciation of the contributions w11ich his oun and other

nations and races have made to our civilization, and for

developping a sense of mutual tolerance which might go far

in solving certain social problems.

This heterogeneity also ,resents adminis rative

problems in groups Where toleiance is not developed. How-

ever, since the whites of the neighborhood are in general

0 f an inferior social class, they seem to accept membership

of white and colored pupils in school clubs normal{
:
3

as

part of the social set up. Greater difficulties are exper-

ienced in bring‘ng the more clannish Southern Euroneans

into mixed groups.





Segregation, on the whole, seens to grow out of vary-

ing interests rather than out of group prejudice. Colored

boys and girls are found in large numbers in the athletic

and social and, to a lesser extent, in the literary and

research activities.

The curriculum offered in the Killer Intermediate

School follows the plan for all city schools of this type.

The program of studies for boys and girls in the seventh

‘

I

grade are similar, with the exception of tne vocational

subjects. Boys in this grade study household mechanics;

girls, food and clothing. Differentiation begins in the

eighth grade when Language, Commercial, and Practical Arts

curricula are introduced. The Language course is recom-

mended to pupils W10 plan to finish in high school the

language requirements for college entrance. Commercial

courses are planned for pupils who wish to prepare for

various clerical, commercial, and business occupations,

and the Practical Arts work offers activities in many

practical fields. During the eighth year the pupil is

introduced to the field in which he wishes to specialize,

and helped to explore its possibilities. Training in this

field becomes more intensive in the ninth grade.

Through the coabined agencies of an administrative

staff that is conversant with the problems and capacities

of the student group, a teaching body that is acquainted

with the needs and abilities of individual pupils, an
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operating force that provides adequate, well kept physical

conditions, and a curriculum that can be adjusted to the

interests and desires of the community, the Killer Inter-

mediate School is able to serve as a socializing agency

in a heterogeneous, poorly adjusted neighborhood.

When, in addition to the school situation, the home

conditions of the pupils are also known, it becomes

possible not only to understand but also to predict and

to control, to a certain extent, the school achievement

of the child.



CHAPTER III

THE HOEE ENVIRONEEHT OF THE INDIVIDUALS STUDIED

A visit was made to the home of each of the 210 pupils

studied in order to gain information about this aspect of

their life. In these visits data were obtained about the

more important phases of the home environment. Due to the‘

many difficulties encountered in making a home visit and

to the obstacles which must be overcome, especially in

dealing with negroes and foreigners, it was impOSSible to

get the correct information in every case. So where there

was any reasonable doubt as to the reliability of the in-

formation it was not used. This procedure will account

for the fact that in several instances the totals do not

agree with the number of pupils considered in the study

:hich comprises 42 Graduates, 63 Failures and 105 Lefts.

In the investigation of the homes, inquiry regarding

home ownership showed that fourteen of the Graduates

lived in owned homes and twenty seven in rented places.

‘i f
‘- F.- - fl-..

Among the Failures, fifteen were in owned and forty two

in rented homes.' Of the Lefts only seventeen of the ninety
‘_________ ‘_~ ~ _ l_

.—

 

werg_living in houses_9wned‘by the family. It is quite
 

evident from these data that those pupils who were able

to complete the work of the school in an acceptable manner

and within the required time were proportionally more

numerous in the home owner class than were either the

Failures or the Lefts.
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It is a matter of record that the rents in this area

are high when the accommodations and conveniences offered

are taken into consideration. In as much as the majority

of the people are of the lowest type of wage earners, the

rent problem becomes highly important from an economic

standpoint. The families that rent are continually moving

about from one part of the district to another and conse-

quently it requires considerable time and effort on the

part of the attendance office of the school to keep a

correct record of the home addresses of the pupils from

these families.

The period of occupancy among families of the district

is shown in the results of a survey made by the writer in

1929. Of 1591 families, 52? or 25.5 per cent had lived

at their present address more than five years. Of the 500

white families involved, 66 or 13 per cent showed a period

of occupancy of less than six months and 200 or 40 per cent

showed a period of occupancy of more than five years. Of

the colored families, 261 or 29 per cent of the total (891)

showed a period of occupancy of less than six months and

only 110 or 12 per cent of more than five years.

Whether this freqient shifting of home environment is

responsible for the greater failure among the negro pupils

in our intermediate schools if, of course, only a matter of

Conjecture. However, it seems probable that the difficulty

wnich the negro adult experiences in adjusting to the
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social and economic situation in Detroit is also experi-

enced by the negro pupil in his adjustment to school life.

When this difficulty is increased by the strain of a

continually changinr3hox.1o bac1:!:round, the child's chences

of success are seriously limited.

Mental hygienists em1hasize the fact that the adoles-

cent is constantly being called upon to mak adjustments

to new responsibilities and new freedoms. If these adjust-

ments are to be made successfully and efficiently, the

individual must be protected from strains not inherent in

this period of growth itself. An insecure home life uhich

shifts from community to community, separa ting the youth

from his neighborhood interests and Hflia , and

necessitating new household arrangements robs he child of

the stable background which is essen ial to wholesome

development. Zoreovor, it diverts the exierxy which might

otherwise be spent on school work and frequently leaves the

child incapable of school success.

a majority of the pupils live in single homes. They

are mostly of the cottage type, of wood construction,

built after the French and German moved out of the district.

Those occupied by the foreigner, especially when on ed by

him, are usually neat in appearance and in a fairly good

state of repair. The residences of the negroes are, in

stt cases, ill kept, unpainted, and in a run-down condi-

tion. The double he(usos on Elmseed and IcDougall Avenreeu L s.)



on the east side of the district are modern brich two

family flats. Until recently these were occupied by

native whites. The double houses in the wes ter11 part of

the district are in Lost cases the old original homes Lade

over into two iamilyoWellizigs.

TESL}; I. Till. 1.1.1) 312333 CF ELL1 .‘G CCCLI IQD 131)

210 I’CIILLJ COI:;JIU.L.I1JJLJ Ir. 11-113 81.15131

 

 

”hpe :lnnmer : : :

of : of : Graduates : ailures : Lefts

Home : Pupils : : :

Single : 115 : 22 2 51 3 60

Double : 55 : 13 : 16 : 24

Apartment : 5 : 0 : 5 : 2

humber of : : : :

Rooms : : : :

4 : 10 : O : 6 : 4

5 : 42 : 7 2 11 t 24

6 : 75 : 16 t 22 = 5

7 : 59 : 9 = 11 1 l9

8 : 14 : 4 t 2 2 S

9 or : : : :

more : 7 : 1 I 5 2 l

 

Only five of the 210 pupils live in apartment hozses.

This is due to the fact that roast of tl'm apm‘tent houses

are located in the northwest section of the district and

these children are sent to schools in the districts to the

V

north and west, where the enrolln1en consists f the better

class whites with few or no negro pupils.

The fact that a large group of the pupils live in single

houses must not be interpreted as hi!11 indicative of social(1‘

or econOLic success. However, the single dwellings are, for
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the most part, poorly built structures put up hastily to

accommodate a rapidly expanding in‘ustrirl population.

They are fliLsily constructed rows ,f houses, all alike

and built so close to3ether hat sunlight and air are at

a premium. Conveniences are liLited and sanitation fre-

quently questionable. When these dwellin3s are over-crowded,

:
;

(
D

they present veryireal nenaces to comLunity‘ alth.

A computation of the number of persons per room shots

.78 for the graduate 31oup .87 for the failing 3roup, and

for the left group .99. Hhile the difference is not 3reat

it is evident that the rraduate is less ”maipered by crowded

conditions in the hOLe than is either the failure or the

left. In one case there were six people livin3 in five

rooms. In three cases there were seven people living i1

six rooms and one case of ei3ht people livin3 in seven rooms.

In nine cases there were as many people as there were rooms

in the house, and in tienty one ca es there were fewer

people than there were rOOLs.

In the failing group, there was one case of six and

one of five people livin3 in four rooms. There was one case

of eight, one of seven, and two of six people living in five

roons, and three case s of seven people living in six rooms.

There were ten cases in which there were as many people in

the house as there were rooms and thirty one cases in which

the number of people in the home totaled less than the

number of rooms.



P
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The 'aLilics of the Left group presented several

cases of extreLe over-crowding. In three cases there were

six, and in one case five people livin3 in four rooms. In

one h me there were eleven, in another ten, in another nine,

in another seven, and five cases of six people livin3 in

five rooms. There was one instance of fifteen people living

in six roons, two of ten, one of nine, one of eight, and

six of seven people occupyin3 the same amoun' of space.

There were two cases of eleren, two of nine, and one of

ei31t peeple living in seven roons, and one case of twelve

people living in ei3ht rooms. There were nineteen cases in

which there were as many people in the home as there were

rooms and forty two cases in which the number of people in

the home totaled less than the number of rooms.

Althou3h the data are not conclusive, it seems appar-

ent that failure in school is correlated with unsatisfac-

tory housin3 conditions. The crowded home not only offer

no space and quiet for home study, but it also increases

emotional tension, deprives the child of the privacy essen-

tial for rebuildin3 of ener3y. horeover, it presents a

definite health menace. Under such handicaps the pupils'

chances of success in school are decidedly curtailed.

The equipment and conveniences found in the homes of

the Graduates exceed those in the homes of the Failures

and the Lefts in five items, namely: bathroom, telephone,

automobile, radio, and piano. While the difference is not
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great nor the cases numerous enou3h to afford a basis for

prediction, it is evident that for the group studied, the

Graduates care from more progressive homes than did the

Failures or the Lefts.

TABLE II. HOLES lit-,LTIIILLT Cl TIL I'UI‘ILCJ S'I'UDIID

 

 

    

 

 
  

Equipment : EuLber : GJaduates : Failures : Lefts

in the : of : Ko.of: Fer : No.of: Ier : No.0f: Per

3028 : Pupgls : Cases: Cent: Gas 0: — - '

Bath Room : 170 : 36 : 85.7: 52 : 82.5: 2 : 8.8

Telephone : 57 : 15 : 35.2: 18 : 28.6: 2 : 83.0

Automobile: 50 : 12 : 88.6: 16 : 25.“: 22 : 21.1

Radio : 88 3 25 1 59.53 25 3 C .53 40 3 58.5

Piano 3 59 3 14 3 53.53 17 3 ~7.O3 88 3 26.9

 

In a district such as the one studied the family in-

come is low and the problem of mere existence one that must

be met almost on a day to day basis. The presence of the

most meager amount of equipment and modern conveniences,

therefore, indicates great sacrifice on the part of th

family that it may enjoy sone of the pleasant thin3s of life.

In addition to the pianos and radios listed in Table II,

thirty musical instruments were found in the homes visited.

The list includes 15 Violins, 6 Saxaphones, 3 Banjos,

3 Flutes, 2 Trumpets, 2 Drums, and l Trombone. These instru—

ments were about equally distributed between the three groups

L)
of pupils and have no significance as far as this study is

concerned.



 
 

The distribution does seem to indicate, nooweveI, the

influence which tlie music classes in the school have upon

the pupils. Besides the re3ularly scheduled music classes

which all pupils, except certain of the vocational classes

in the upper 3rades, attend there are 3irls 3lee clubs, boys

glee clubs, boys quartettes, boys and girls mixed choruses,

school orchestra, and seveIal s11Iller Inits, such as violin,

saxaphone and Olerinette enselnbles.

Probably one of the 3‘reates t contributiozis made by

Killer School to its pupils, especially to the colored boy

and girl, is the rudiments of a musical education. Kan"

colored boys received their first musical instruction at

Killer and as a result are now members of orchestra and(
0

bands. They earn 300d sa aries, are able to maintain a

'3hs tandard of liviQ As a rule they are 300d citizens,

and have earred the r i3ht to be classed as self-supportin3

members of socie y. It often happens that in the musical

world there is no color line. Good colored orchestras,

bands, and glee clubs are always in demand and it is the

opinion of the writer that no greater service can be

t

rendered to the colored boy and girl than to encoura3e the

study of music. ‘

There were 24 different maggazines fouzid in the homes

visited. While the list does not include maiy publications

of the so-called better type, it does include several ma3-

azines found in the avera3e home. It also includes some of



 

questionable value such as 'rue Story, Love Story, Wild

West, and Detection Fiction. The Literary Di3est heads

the list, bein3 found in eight different homes. This is

probably due to the fact that this La3azine is kept in

the school libraries and is used quite extensively in

connection with civics and current events. While better

types of ma3azines were found in the homes of the Gradu-

ates than in the homes of the Failures or the Lefts, the

number of cases is so small that it su33ests only a prob-

able relationship.

In comparin3 the lists of ma3azines in Table III

with the ma3asines in the Killer Intermediate School li—

brary, it is found the homes of the Gradua es approach

nearer to the library standards than do either the homes

of the Failures or the Lefts. The followin3 magazines are

included in the school library:

American Boy

Youths Companion

Forcast

Hygiea,

Industrial Education

LcCall Quarterly

Literary Di3est

National Ge03raphic

Outlook

Popular Science

St. hicholas

School Arts

These ma3azines are available at all times to the pupils

of the school but cannot be taken from the library.
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: Lumber :

Name of ha3azine : of : Gradua es Failures Lefts

: Homes :

Afro-American : 1

Better Homes and ;

Gardens ‘

Boxing ha3azine

Colliers

Cosmopolitan

Detective Fiction

Detroit Independent

Gentle Woman

Good Housekeeping

Housewife

Ladies Home JOurnal

Literary Di3est

Love Story

thalls

Ketropolitan

Needle Craft

Hew Author

Popular hechanics

Religious Ka3azine

Saturday Evening Post

True Story

’1": 11d 13'." e S t

Romans Home Companion l
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The homes of 26 Graduates, 34 Failures, and 70 Lefts

contained no ma3azines at all and in only one case did any

home have more than three. In many instances it was noted

that the magazines had been used previously and were brou3ht

into the home from places where members of the family were

employed.
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Number : humber : : :

of : of : Graduates : Failures : Lefts

Books : Hones : : :

l - lO : SO : 6 : l6 : 28

ll - 2O : 40 : 4 : 15 : 21

21 - 50 : l6 : 5 : 6 : 5

Bl - 40 : 4 : 5 : O : l

41 - 50 : g : l ; O : 1

Over 50 : 3 : l : l : 1

 

‘

There were comparatively few books found in any of the

homes visited. The few found were of a religious nature

and in runny ca.jes were printed in a foreign language, or

were obsolete editions of little or no interest to the young-

er members of the family. This is probabl due in part to

the fact that many anilies have little in the way of per-

sonal belongings such as furniture, books, or clothing

because of the unstable and unsettled nature of their exis-

tence. It is also true that the parents of both the white

and colored pupils have little education and seldom read

books of any kind.

The pupils of the school are allowed to draw books

from the school library and host 0 F
5

them avail therselves

of this opportunity. This -upnlas their need for outside

reading matter. Due to the fact that the school library

is readily available and its use is part of the cur*1icula

requirements of the school, it is used much more extensive-

ly than the public libraries.
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In contrast to the act that few books or magazines

were found in any of the homes visited, it is noted that

a majority of them subscribe to one or more of the four

daily papers.

TABLE V. IIUS“AILIS ICCID II TIE IOLES CF IUIIIS “TIJIIJ

 

 

Kane : :IUIID e r: : :

of : of :GraduatestailureszLefts

IIenspaper : homes : : :

Detroit Daily hirror : 22 : 4 : 9 : 9

Detroit Free Press : 17 : 7 : 5 z 5

Detroit hens : 56 : 12 : 2O : 24

Detroit Times : 67 : 19 : 18 : 50

Italian Language Paper: 1 : 0 : O : 1

 

The newspapers of Detroit put forth considerable

effort to capture the interest of the children of school

age. One papor fosteis the Metropolitan Spelling Bee,

giving dictionaries and other prizes to school and dis-

trict winners. It sends the Chanpion to Washington, D.C.

to compete with other children for national honors.

Another paper furnishes prizes for the Field Ieet at Belle

Isle. This is an annual affair conducted by the Board of

Education and each year thousands of school children, up

to and including the intermediate grades, compete for

prizes. Still another newspaper awards cups and trophies

to school teams winning championships in inter—school

sports. Considerable publicity is given to these events

and this is widely read by the children. Since the
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children of the Killer School have won the Belle Isle

Field Meet each year for the past eight years and are

usually quite successful in competitive games, their

interest in this news is high.

The Graduate group averages at least one newspaper

per home which outnumber either the Failures or the

Lefts. The Failures average .82 newspapers per home and

the Lefts .66. The advantage of the Graduate group is

somewhat doubtful due to the fact that the newspaper

having the largest circulation in that group is one which

gives considerable prominence to news of a sensational

character.

There are seven different languages spoken in the

homes of the pupils studied. English is the language

spoken in the homes of 71 per cent of the Graduates, 87

per cent of the Failures, and 77 per cent of the Lefts.

Italian is the home language of 16 per cent of the Gradu—

ates, 8 per cent of the Failures, and 18 per cent of the

Lefts.

TABLE VI. IOIE LANGUAGE OF THE IUIILS STUDIED

 

 

Number : :

Home : of : Graduates : Failures : Lefts

Language : Pupils : ° :

English : 159 : 30 53 ; 77

German : l : l O : 0

Greek : 3 : 2 l : 0

Italian : 50 : 7 5 : l8

French 1 : O O : 1

Roumanian 4 2 l : l

Syrian 2 O l : l
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The homes in which German, Greek, French, Roumanian,

and Syrian are spoken are about equally divided between the

three groups. The predominance of the English speaking

homes among the Failures and Lefts is due to the fact that

one half of the Graduates are white children, and a majority

of the Failures and Lefts are colored. School records show

that the French, German, and Italian speaking parents are

decreasing while the EngliaI (hegro), Greek, Roumanian,

Syrian, and Serbian are increasing. This is due to the

changing population.

TABLE VII. BIRTHPLACE OF PUPILS

  

 

Birthplace : Nfihmer : : :

of : of : Graduates : Failures : Lefts

Pupil : Pupils : : : #4

Alabama : 29 : 4 : 13 : 12

Arkansas : 5 : l : l : 1

California : l : O : O : 1

Canada : l : O O : 1

Delaware : 1 : O l : 0

Detroit : 77 : 12 : 21 : 44

Florida : 2 : l : 0 : 1

Georgia ° 16 : 5 : 5 : 6

Greece 1 : l : O : 0

Illinois 4 : O : 2 : 2

Indiana : l : O : l : 0

Italy : 3 : O : O : 3

Kansas : 2 : 1 : O : 1

Kentucky 1 : O : l : 0

Louisiana 1 : O : l : 0

Michigan 2 : 2 : O : 0

Mississippi 5 : 2 : l : 0

New York 5 : O : O : 5

North Carolina 1 : 1 : O : 0

Ohio . 5 : l : l : 1

Pennsylvania : 3 : l : O : 2

South Carolina 1 : 1 : O 0

Tennessee 4 : l : 2 1

Texas 2 : O z 1 1

Washington, D.C. l : 0 : O 1



The influx of population cowe from_a wide area

as Table VII shows. Fifty hree per nt of tre pupils

in this study were born outside of Iich an. They came

from twenty three different states of the Uni teC. States,

Canada, Italy, and Greece. The negroes ame from the

south, while th foreigners came from the mining regions

of the east or various p01ts of entry along the coast.

While the data presented in Table Vii snows little varia-

tion between the Graduates, Failures, and Lefts as to

place of birth, it does irdicate that a certain propor-

tion of children born in the rural reg,ions of the south,

in the con 1egions of the east, or in Europe, can

adjust themselves to a large city and its life. It shows

also that they were able to adopt its ways and to compete

successfully with their more fort nate companions in

spite of the uninSpiring surroundings of the foreign

quarter.

It is the opinion of the writer based upon twenty

years of experience and association 1ith colored people

that the so-called hi;h type of neegro is on a par vith

and is actuated by the same motives and high ideals as

the corresponding members of any other race. In direct

contrast tiie poor, uneducated negroes, such as make up

the majority found 'n this district, ha) ve little refard

for the principles and conventions of good citizenship

and wholesome family life. It is difficult to obta



correct information regarding family relationships of

the colored people of the latter type. harriage, divorce,

and common-law relationships are casual and are difficult

to trace for obvious reason .[
)
1

TABLE VIII. FAKILY ELLnTICUSHIP OF PUPILS
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Seventy nine per cent of the Graduates, 65 per cent of

the Failures, and 72 per cent of the Lefts live with their

own parents. These data can be considered reliable for

the Graduate group because a majority of them are white,

but in the other two groups in which a majority are colored,

it is difficult to determine parenthood with a1y degree of

accuracy. While the data as presented indicate that an

unbroken family group is more favorable to school success

than the broken home, it is the opinion of the writer that

were it possible to obtain the correct information, the

evidence would be much more convincina
\J.
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It may hamper discipline or place too great restrictions

on the children of the household. Certainly the presence

of strangers in the home deprives the family of its right

to function as a self limiting, primary social group.

Pupils who must adjust to lack of privacy and of a fixed

family circle seem to experience greater difficulties in

school than those Whose home life is not thus complicated.

Additional evidence to this effect may be found in the

survey of homes sheltering relatives outside of the immed—

iate family.

The Graduate group was found to contain .25 relatives

per family, the Failures .51 per family and the Lefts .39

per family. In computing the size of the household which

included parents or guardian, children, relatives, roomers

and boarders, it was found that the average for the Graduate

group was 5.3, for the Failures 5.5, and 6.1 for the Lefts.

While the differences between these three groups is not great,

especially that between the Graduates and Failures, the

indications are that the smaller groups are more favorable

to school success than the larger ones.

Host of the pupils in this study seemed to have par-

ticipated in some form of athletics while in school. This

is partly due to the fact that health education is a re-

quired subject for all grades and the activities reported

in Table XIV were engaged in during the health period
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or as Laubers 01 the various sans piact101ng or plaging

games a ter school under the supervision of coaches or

teachers.
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It was found that 44 CradLatcs, 55 Failures, and 74

A “J- 4" '- r‘q1l’. . . V: —»P‘ 1“ .:.. (x J“ ,O 4‘: 'V f-O‘Kq. .~ , ‘w

Leits tocL nu t 11 sohe loin oi athletic ”Alla in school.

‘fi-bhen did either tile Failure s or the Lefts. Th»y averaged
.t

1.05 sports per pupil, the Failres averaged .87 and the[21.9

Lefts .71. The athletics engaged in outside of school areg,

.0

lipoitaat for purposes Cl this study “ecause they indicate

the type of activity the pupil loes of his dun free will.

m -r' . -1- . v .-J. J- - .1, ' t, -1 J - n:- ... ..., , -

ishis “VsMon the el ant b0 which tne uiiierant 'ronts

participate in this kind of activity.
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that 86 per cent of the fathers of the Graduates, 79 per car

of the Failures, and E2 per cent of the Lefts were employed.

At the ears time, it was foun that 28 per cent of the

mothers of the r“—r.:-.dtu1tes, 24 per cent of the Failures, and

J.
18 per cent of tie Lefts were employed outside th Lone.
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: lxuMer : : :

Occupation : of : CiaCuates : Failures : Lefts

: Letters : : :

Cleii: : 1 : 0 : C : 1

Cool: : 1 : l : C : C

Drurtflxnfe : l : l : C : C

Eense‘.OIk ; 80 : 7 : a : 9

ékniitiess; : 1 : O : 1 : O

Laundrcss : 5 : 2 : 2 : 1

Laid : 12 : O : 5 : 7

Kurs : 2 : 1 : 1 : 0

new n3 : 2 : O : 1 : l

Waitres : 1 : O : 1 : O
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In Lany districts the absence of the work n;

mother from the here might be considered a handicap

to the child. In a neighborhood where more people re-

ceive aid from the Department of Uelfare hai in anr

other section of the city, this conditisn 1as another

sirnificance. Uher the rcther “Jon"1 the no: main—JAuw, V

tains itself, parts 3 witi fireater opfortunities arl

IMOthers and fathers of the (aaduates may ii‘icate t3“-

tbmee purils have nore ”onnloyable” parents as well c

more ambitious ones than do the Failures Cid Lefts.

T o — -0, 'v‘ T‘ '1“ --. J‘- ' .- (“"V 4‘ 1 '«v ~ 1 -.- o

it has lOUuu tnat 19 ner Cent of tne graduate C
'
)

3

16 per cent of the Failures, and 19 per cent of the

Lefts were employed at txenty one different occupations

af er SCIlOOl and SatLH‘O3s. Uhile there is 11utle
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difference setween the number of pup11:

occupations engaged in by the men ers of

the wide ran'e of coo“nat101 indicate

children are employed in a large city as

u.

offered.
.1.
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data n Table XIX shoes

attended chU'ch in greater numbers

or the Lefts. The Failures have

q

SUl ‘a:' School attendance and

motion picture

than did

the highest
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either
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CHAPTER IV

THER SOCIAL INFLUENCES IN RELATION

TO INTELLIGifiCE RATIHG

The high correlation which exists between the pupil's

native ability and his success or failure in school work

is generally recognized by all educators. Cubberley in his

discussion of intelligence tests says, "Better than any

other type of information that can be made available, the

intelligence test gives the data from which a pupil's

educational possibilities can be best foretold, and his

further education be profitably directed. The many ques-

tions that arise in any school system relating to proper

grading, promotions, delinquency, choice of studies,

educational and vocational guidance, and the handling of

sub-normals on the one hand and the gifted children on

the other, can be handled more intelligently when working

with the results of intelligence tests at hand. Alone,

the intelligence test is by no means an infallable indi-

cation as to the action to be taken, but used in connection

with other evidence it is the best of all indicative tests

and measures of ability to do." (6)

This is also the point of View of Douglass. "when

ninth grade students are tested and their subsequent school

career checked, it will be found that the average intelli-

gence level of those dropping out is lower than that of those

remaining in school. The inevitable conclusion is that lack

of ability to do the work causes elimination." (7)

In a study based on tests records of 14,000 elementary

school pupils in the State of Michigan, Bergman found that

school success was more highly correlated with intelligence

than with any other factor. (8)

 

(6) Cubberley, Elwood P._"Public School Administration"

Houghton hifflin Co., boston, 1929. p. 444

(7) Douglass, A. A. "Secondary Education", Houghton Mifflin

Co., New York, 1928. p.246

(8) Bergman, W. G. "Standardization of Forms" Unpublished

Ph.D. Dissertation. University of Hichigan, 1929.
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A study of the intelligence ratings of pupils in the

Miller Intermediate School is, therefore, of interest in

the attempt to determine how social conditions, such as

the home and community, are related to the school progress

of these boys and girls. The materials used in this sec-

tion of the investigation are the progress records of the

210 pupils concerned in Chapter III, the intelligence

ratings assigned to each pupil at the time of his entrance

to the school and the data about home and community condi-

tions. These ratings are the result of group intelligence

tests given June, 1926, by the Psychological Clinic of the

Detroit Board of Education under the direction of Dr. Harry

J. Baker, Clinical Psychologist and director of the clinic.

An earlier picture of the neighborhood from which the

Miller draws its population has indicated certain social,

economic, and racial problems which differentiate this

school, to a certain extent, from other intermediate schools

in the city. It is a neighborhood of rather unsuccessful

people. Many families are continually on the Welfare.

Most of the adults are engaged in menial, uncertain labor,

and to provide a family income sufficient fro necessities

and a few conveniences both parents must work. A great many



of the residents seem not only to be un uployed but also

unemployable. The foreign element is poc1ly adjusted to

ALerican cu ture and the Negro untrained and irresponsi’e.

ever‘w' indication that a lare part of the QrOU?
m1. .-
illere .L U

)

(

lacks the ability to provide a atable economic or social

‘ackground for their children.

An examination 01' the compaiative irtolligence rat-
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liMlit a ability appec.1s also 'n the eduCatiWnal capacity

of the group.

Table I} presents data showing the intelligence

rating of the tote gr up of students who entered the

.‘

school September, 1920, and c. the white and colored child-
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who were graduated from the A—G grade June, 1920, are also

included. These data are based on tle Detroit Alpha Test

given to all purils in the Detroit Public Schools.

The data indicate that the group entering the Killer

in September, 1926, stanis out as a LUOh ess able group

~q swan "V: ‘1‘ *'-fi~ . 1‘. o . 1 x \ ~- r31 N‘s ~ -, -«-- q~ ..

:oaps LILA union it is cellar eu. ileie we-o no

00101861 FIETilS llavin 1' an ”A.” I'Clbil'l”,

«L 4. v g)
and only 7.1 per cent

of the white pupils reaches. 17.118 standarc‘. Consequently

the Killer gioui was much more heavily wei“hted with chilC-

ren of ”D” and "L" intelligence. Lnareas, the narral

~'-L

distriextion inclides mil: 8 yer cont "L's" axd 12 “t” cent
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"D's” and the n-c graduating group 10 per ent of each,

the Killer class of Leptenber, 926, had appr ximatel"

4.

Bl per cent of its total nunler in the lowest ability

groaping, and ae“1ox'nate : 18 per cent in the "D" Froup

In both these low ability groups, -ne color students

predominated, but ti‘.e proportion of white children of very

low intelligence was much greater than Could be found in

the Detroit s hool srsten as a uncle, or in the L-C class-

es prepared to enter the otner intermediate schools of

the c it: .

TABLE xx. Dislnrstllc CF so 331:: 1:3 124Ct10:23 rtrits

J

 

 

 

 

 

CCIQIDLR; IL'TEIs ilCD" nCC HL‘ TC Ti; 1

IL'TL'LLI’ZLCL: :11}: :33:

:stand_ard. :Ieicelflnlxs : Pupils :

:Dis 1b.ton :Distribution :In his Ctu7;;nverace

Intelligence:All :ujils 13:111 1C Cred-z "7"”’”’ :Jlite

rating :“etroit, Cunezuates, .une :ulite:CC101ed:and

: 193G. : 1226. : : :CClared

. . . . .

. . . . .

A : 8 : lé : ?.l : O : 2.9

3 : 12 : l? : 7.1 : 8.9 : 3.2

0+ : 18 : lo :lC.7 : 6.d : E.l

C : 24 : 2‘ :26.2 : l3.9 : 2L.l

C- : l. : lé : 8.4 : l9.€ : lf.2

D : l2 : l0 :lE.7 : 18.3 : 17.6

E z 8 : 10 :83.8 : SC.7 : $0.9

: : : : :

Lr. Harr: J. Later of Detroit stated in an 1n.elv e"

'3" 7‘

O i

4,... ~4. ° . 1 ° . --' ., : . -\ -1-- -lat, lb 1s 31* op Lth based data L,atwred over a period

of years that pupils with I'C" intellionce or lower to

less cliance to finish the re"ular high school college prepar-

atory course than do pupil uith higher intelli;ence ratings
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Katine Pr“ Graduates 5 Failures : Lefts

A : 6 : 3 : 2 : l

B : ll : 5 : 4 : 2

0+ : 17 : 5 : 7 : 7

C : 42 : l6 : 12 : 14

C- : 3° : 6 : ll : 15

D : 57 : 6 : 9 : 22

E : 65 : 3 : 18 : 44

Total : 210 : 42 : 63 : IO“
 

These data were divided also according to sex and race

classifications of the jfljils Table XXIII shows the result

of tgis ansljs's an Ta“ls LAto XXVI slxo" the rcml tion-

sAig between success 'n school for tLese rece—s—" groups

and t1:eir abilit" rstian.

It is evident from; erccnt:es based on figures in

Table ZXIII that the white boys tore tLe ”i 103 t yer 0“-o“ V v “"‘U‘ VJ;

in the upper intelligence group. Kine per cent of their HUT‘.-

her have ”A" ratings. The \.hite girls follow with 4 per cent.

There were no colored children in tLe ”A" gror»



TABLE XXIII. DIQTR BUTICu OF RACE IND SEX GROUPU
,I"

ACCOLDIqu TO Iniglecnnos RAIiIQS

 

 

 
 

 

 

, : Total : Number of

Intelligence : Kuuher : Boys : Girls

hating : Pupils : Khite : Colored : white : CoIOied

A : 6 : 5 : 0 : l : O

B : ll : 5 : 2 : l : 5

0+ : l7 : 6 : 5 : 5 : 3

C : 12 : 15 : ll : 7 : 9

C- : 52 : 5 : 3 : 2 : 12

D : 57 : 7 : 6 : 7 : 7

E : 65 : 15 : 2 : 5 : 24

Total : 210 : 58 : 68 z 26 : 58

 

and ”C" groups, also, the :ercenta;e of nhite boys is high-

er than that of any other group. The T.hite girls have a

slightly lower Percentage of ”B's" than do the colored

girls, but exceed them in t11.e percentse of 0+ pupils. At

the other end of the scale, the percents;e of ”E" ratinrs-— )

Uk

is highest for the colored girls {
0

s twenty four or 41 per

cent are in this category. Twenty one colored boys or

40 pe r cent are next in ”E" dtin3, white boys are third,

and white girls fourth. The median retings for the four

groups place the white boy highest with a rating of ”C",

white girls next with a retire of ”0—”, and both colored

groups on a par with "D" Iotin's . The white boys more

C.

nearly approach the normal intelligence distribution for

the pupils in the entire city than d es any other group,

although the ”3" ratings of this group are hioh. It is not
V“

the White boys, however, who furnish the highest “ercenta
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flat in a poor-r nei“-corhood, but tLe hone enviroLrolt

is superior, the econ mic status of the fo;ily satisfsctorj,

“n7 tle social centlct of th; chill sic v;;i:d.

TLe tliee COlOlC‘ strdelto rote: ”L" live in :c1t=d

- . ‘ ‘v v " -. ‘1"- , g ‘ " " . “ ‘ ~~- -
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such equierent ss ieoios Lao teleiecleo. luO o- .;e radi-

- .. . .-. r? . ‘ 'L‘ ._ . . ,~. -. .' -. . - r .~ ,. ..

lies onn oh.o“coilcs. lloie cools, Lugflblnbfl, Lru nebu—

‘ ‘. fi’ . ’3‘ Q" J—j . Q. . -. m.--A .LQ_ A 1‘ o I. fi ’_ -‘ “ , .- 9-1 .. ’ I‘_ ‘, q

Lspeis is cgese “ones. ..o of .l~ onilcres save churc; ago

"'1 I ‘Q‘ 5" ‘13, a IT“ .“I‘ ’ 1‘ , I J-‘.,-. I .q_ ~ -‘ .5

Obfl I ClLD 1-0L JILg as. In no core is gay child €L)lO;cu
.L

.s-a ‘ . «A 1 -v- . ‘-~ A - ~- . rw ‘1 1'- ‘. q. 'r P. -.'\ r: ,. ‘- - J-

s...u 11. or... .1 one ..ozn. 1.03. o Loci oer s .:.-... icons;.3 .-e; ...
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ills sasplimu of use c.auuauih; g.cup pives ewioelce

'! . ‘

..:.t social LC. “groom. 115.: have a other yrofoufl influence

n the child's intelli~ence rs titg. ovidentlr it is not a

gusrs.tee of success, or lack of it s certain crrier. The

weight WJliCh superior home environment may old to the

child's ixitellcctual equitnert seems to rlsv an impelrtont

role in school progress. Or, it ”a" be cossitle tPat¢Ak

teac11ers' Larks are influenced Lore b7 tile oxrelisrce a::d
U

1 . 0

social sagustuent of the chilcren.oliaii'my their actual

.'

ability to accomplisn.

These conclusions are supports by s si1;ilsr study of
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sampling came fron.homes broken by death, desertion, or

divorce. Five of the six live in ill-equipped, rented

honzes in tue poorer sections of a ve1y poor nei;1oorhood.

This g101p included two White boys rated ”A", two colored

‘

boys rated ”E", a white girl rated ”D” and a colored ;irl

rated 0+.

h
i

rom Table XXVI, it is tossiole to determine the

D
J

istributiou of tLe 105 puiils who left school before the

comrletion of the ‘hree year period.

TABLE 13011. 21131123 or 1.101 .:.;D 51.1: czactrs 1.120 1.11“”#1.

UIoTRloLTLD ACCORDILG TO IITELLICLLC; RAlIlC

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intelli”euce : 16111 : IL“E31 “3
ting U i : \umber : Boys : Girls

“a : Pupils : ILite : Colo1ed : "site : Coloisd

A : l : l : O : O : O

B : 2 : l : l : O : 1

0+ : 7 : 2 : l : 5 : l

C : 14 : 4 : d : l : 5

C- : 5 : 5 : 6 : 2 z 4

D : 22 ': 5 : 9 : 5 : 3

E : 44 : 15 : 13 : d : l4

Total : lCS : 29 : 55 : 5 : 38

 

In this group &18 found only one rated ”A” sud forty

four rated ”E”. The nu1s31 01 Lefts incr as s as intelli-

mece decrees s. In each case, excegt the 1.11ite sir s, the

groups have few in the upper ability 1e1Ls, but are heavily

YET ‘ "1W 1 ’L r ‘1’“ “1 1‘ "Y! ‘ . “’ ' ‘”eighted at tLe UettOLo Tue “Lite boas.Lc leit

use sighest to the loneest 1'1bilit” grouy. Lore than one Dal“
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RACIAL FACTCRS

p ZCCL PII'Oufiiéd CF

Ir'anizion TO

IUEILS

I 'Iwell defined is the reldtionsnip between juyil

prO‘I so 'nd We"”s e'ried in eyeeoific school suzjects?

To wh;t ex ent i pro re iolcted to ieiuldr otte.Idsnce,

artd to whet exitent are ooth of th-se footor i1flu3nced

by the environment of the countnity? If such “elation-

ships eimi t, recorls in the intermediate scnool, with its

differentiated course" offering to the pipil a stinu_us

to leguler attendance, should show su-h facts. Chapter V

is concerned esoecielly ith a study of the soioldro.in

and attendance records of t: pupils.stndied i relet

to the ooanunity environment. The influence of the hone

r7 1 \ .1...

has been 0 nsider d alr‘x in e prGViOEH ch2ee;.

Since educational theory and practice Olfer little

agreement n the subgects which shall He classifiel as

academic or vocational, it is incnnbent upon each inves-

ti“etoi to define Li; own LGILS “id Teliu t his own field.

For tle purpose of tLis stu’y the follo*in“ 311bjects have

been classified as dcddenic.

‘nglish General science

seeial Science Latin

Ifidtne-..atics Bookkeeping

T-I\iili)

and as vocational:

A“tonobile

lull :lilke

liousehold fie

Pa o'b ern 541013

General

Iousehol

Al“ t and .‘J

Auditorium
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lbs tstles in chapter ‘ present s genersl distribu—

tion of grades in rclstion to the 1“gigree of yupil srccecs

or “llUle end an analysis of the dets according to sex-

sce and schievelaent grOLp'n‘s. A further analysis of

Grs dsues, Tsilures, sud Lefts according to ioiecc xstter

grsles on the basis of race and sex will Fe fovld in th

Apfendix.

The figures Used in these tables represent the grades

or final .srks for tne senesder converted into ntxeiicsl

valves. Skis L&C been Cone, ss rreviously sentione‘, by

assi’nin; to each of the 1111's a ‘m1ericsl vslue. Tl‘ 1s,

A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, 1d 3 = O. TLese ‘slues sre

mnltipliei “y the TUhp‘l of lours c-elit 1 lot 1 to each

subject in such s Us? tht s :upil 1ece1ving s grade of

"A" in s course csr*" n; five heurs credit receive

score of four times five or i”¢1ty points for tie

His total score .LO the se::esoer is tne :11: of tlle

msle in ech covase. The sv*rs“e score, the vslne

in *1e tsbles, is obtained nv sddinf tLe tot see

the pupils in the srious grosys and lelull” ‘his

by the number of perils in the group. msble LZVII

4.
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th101shout his scnool career. since earlier tables have

indicated that this group has a higher 'ntelligehce rauih;

than do the other groups, it Li;ht he inrerreg that the

academic course is test fittei to the hi;Lly iztelligent

pupil. It must he rexemhered, however, that 3u3ils rank-

ing relctiely high in iLtclli;ence in the Killer School

would be class Tied not as superio1out merely as horhal

in the city at large. The result of this part 01 the

study would, therefore, suggest that the academic prord“1

is adjusted to the liormall" ' tellient intermediate scnool

3upil.

Under th old eight-four year plan of education, the

Failures would probably leave sccho ol ulon the 001;:letion

of the eihth grade. They continue to attend the inter—

mediate school, but rail to heep abreast of the 3rocession.

1

robatly these pupils Should be directed a:-: iron the*
d

Odelip o p and int the vocational courses. A further

. '5‘ ' r q '- . - 'v' r- vx " “e " W7 ‘ o

1 1 the data into race- s'et MTOU s offers Ce tain9
3

bn ly (
0

OU
)

interesting; infr1;ation.*

1\ C" I"" ‘ '-" " f‘ a 1 4".” "v." . ‘- .-‘ ' . awn . ‘ f‘ '

he sih schesteis, the white -11ls haiutain
V

Throughout t

‘

the highest mean scores in the acadehic subjects for the

Gradua tin; ;roup. The thite to s rank second in achieve-

d
.

9
-
1
4

’
- +
3
p
’

(
D

ment and the colored hers fou same com3a1ative

rating is found in the Failing grouf. Anon; those who left
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see Appendix
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acadehic iield than do the railuies and the J&llu£”3 tsan

introduction of the differentiated curriculum. Failir

g101;1s tend to reacl their 1i;wie t noint in a adenic

achievehe1*1t in the fourth semester. Following this their

grades tend to decliiie. The 3u3ils leaving school are

consistently low in academic achievement.

VOCAZIOlIAL ACIInV“L;ZT: Th allalysis cf pu3il pro;-

ress in its relation to achievement in the vocational

subjects emphasizes a different as3ect of the sub

Table XXIX shows that the diffeience between ra ce and sex

groups is less marked f r the vocatior1al than for the

acadenic subjects. The white girls still lead and the

colored boys bring up the rear of the processioA, but the

I I o

differences in average score are sliht.
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the conviction that factors of home and community environ-

ment, that part of the child's life over which the school

has little or no direct control, tends to cause variations

and patterns of behavior. If these variables are favorable

to school progress, the child will probably succeed regard-

less of his intelligence rating. If, on the other hand, the

community background lacks certain qualities such as Oppor-

tunity for wholesome recreation, social approval of achieve-

ment in school, and financial sufficiency, the child's

chances for school success are greatly lessened.

TABLE XXXIII. A COKPARISOH OF THE GRADUATES, FAILURES, AND

LEFTS ON I}? BASIS OF CERTAIN EMVIRONJEHTAL FACTORS

 

:Per Cent :Per Cent:Per CentzPer Cent

 

:Total :Per CentzBelong- :Who are :FamilieszPupils

Groups :Number:Living :ing to Kon:Members :Having :Bmployed

:of :in OwnedzReligious :of :Roomers,:0utside

:Pupilszhomes :Clubs :Gangs :Boarders:School

Graduates: 42 : 34 : 36 : O : 45 : 19

Failures ; 63 : 26 : 21 : 25 : 63 : 16

Lefts : 105 : 19 10 E 26 E 62 : 19

If the data in Chapter III can be used as a basis upon

which to draw conclusions, the personnel of the groupings

used throughout this study, namely, Graduates, Failures,

and Lefts (a measure of school progress) was probably deter-

mined more by the home and community environment than by the

school influences.
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CI—iAPTER VI
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Several studies have been made of the elimination of

pupils from school in various parts of the country and

under varying conditions, but there are certain aspects

of the problem encountered in the negro and foreign sec-

tions of a large city, such as Detroit, which deserve

further consideration.

This study includes two hundred ten boys and girls of

the Killer Intermediate School, Detroit, Michigan. The

group was composed of fifty eight white boys, sixty eight

colored boys, twenty six white girls, and fifty eight

colored girls. The study covers a period of three years

from September, 1926 to June, 1929, and includes the

seventh, eighth, and ninth grades. Comparisons were made

on the basis of race, sex, home and community conditions,

and on school achievement for the three year period as

indicated by graduation, failure to complete the work,

and leaving school entirely.

The successful pupils, or those who graduated from

school at the end of the three year period, were products

of the better types of social relationships of the dis-

trict, regardless of race or nationality. This group of

forty two pupils was composed of twelve white boys, five

colored boys, nine white girls, and sixteen colored girls.





They came from homes, from family groups, and from neigh-

borhoods that in most cases were superior to those repre-

sentative of the Failures and those who left school. A

larger per cent lived in owned homes. These homes contain-

ed more conveniences, more newspapers, and more magazines

suitable for children to read. The fathers were more reg-

ularly employed and the marital status of the parents more

satisfactory. The average number of children in the home

of the Graduate was greater than that of the Failure, but

there were fewer relatives, roomers and boarders. The

average number of people per room was less for the Grad-

uate than for either of the other two groups. A larger

per cent of them lived with their own parents, belonged to

better types of social organizations, attended church, and

engaged in athletics, both in and outside of school.

The sixty three Failures were composed of seventeen

white boys, thirty colored boys, two white girls, and

fourteen colored girls. The findings of this study in-

dicate that the Failing group was inferior to the Graduates

in every phase of the home and community environment cover-

ed by the investigation. The Failures were in turn superior

to the pupils who left school.

The one hundred five pupils who left school were com-

posed of twenty nine white boys, thirty three colored boys,

fifteen white girls, and twenty eight colored girls. These



pupils with but few exceptions came from the poorest homes

in the poorest sections of the district. The homes were

ill kept and contained little beyond the bare necessities.

There were few books and magazines. The only convenience

common to all was toilet facilities and this because it

is required by law. Overcrowding was general. The fami-

lies were large and as a rule included relatives, roomers,

and boarders. The fathers and others who assisted in the

support of the family represent a type of labor low in the

scale of occupations. There was much desertion and common

law marriage, as well as every other unsocialized type of

relationship known to society. This group led in gang

membership and attendance at the cheaper movies, but was

second to the more successful pupils in organized club

work.

A survey of the intelligence ratings of all A-6 grad-

uates in Detroit, Kichigan, June, 1926 showed that 14 per

cent had "A" ratings and 10 per cent had "E" ratings.

That portion of the above group, the 210 3-6 pupils who

entered the Killer Intermediate School, September, 1926,

had six pupils or approximately 3 per cent with "A” rat-

ings, and sixty five or 31 per cent with "E" ratings. Of

the six pupils with "A" ratings, three graduated, two

failed, and one left school. The three who graduated came

from comparatively good homes; they lived with their parents



7 UV"

and were not employed while enrolled in school. The two

who failed came from broken homes, as did the one who left

school.

Of the sixty five pupils with "E" ratings, three

graduated, eighteen failed and forty four left school. The

three who graduated lived with their mother and father in

good homes and in good sections of the district. In each

case, the father was regularly employed and was able to

support the family. In one case the mother was employed

as a nurse, and in no cases were the pupils employed after

school or Saturdays. Eight of the eighteen who failed and

nine of the forty four who left school came from broken homes.

In many cases the fathers were unemployed and these children

worked after school and Saturdays to augment the family in~

come .

The Graduates received higher marks and more consistent

scores in the academic subjects than did the Failures or the

Lefts. There was a decided increase in score between the

second and third semesters for the Graduates, a slight in-

crease for the Failures and a decrease for the Lefts. It

is at this point that the differentiating courses begin and

it is quite apparent that the Graduates were a much better

adjusted group than either of the other two.

In a comparison of race-sex groups, the white boys and

white girls showed better and more consistent scores than

 



did the colored. In each case there was an increase of

score from the first through the sixth semester, but the

most decided increase was between the second and third

semesters. The colored girls showed an increase in score

from the first through the fifth with a decided increase

between the second and third semesters. They showed a

decrease for the sixth semester. The colored boys showed

an increase in score from the first through the fourth,

and a decrease for the fifth and sixth semesters. There

was no unusual increase in score between the second and

third semesters for this group. From these data, it is

evident that white pupils were a better adjusted group

and responded more readily to curriculum and subject

stimuli than did the colored pupils.

The Graduates received better marks in vocational sub-

jects than did the Failures or the Lefts, but in no case

were their scores as consistent as in the academic subjects.

In all cases the best marks were received the first semes-

ter followed by a decrease in score. The Graduates showed

the most decided decrease in score between the second and

third semesters. They entered the Miller from the elemen-

tary school and immediately responded to its enriched

curriculum, especially the shops, arts, and home making

courses, which differentiate the intermediate curriculum

from that of the elementary. At the beginning of the third

semester, at which point the differentiating curriculum
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begins, the interest naturally centers upon subjects of

the chosen field which in two of the three curricula

offered are academic in character.

The Failures and more especially the lefts represent-

ed the poorly adjusted pupil in school as well as in the

home. The counselors are continually making changes in

subjects and curriculum for this group, attempting to make

adjustments which will create new interests, but home and

neighborhood influences usually are too inadequate and in

the end the pupil leaves school.

There was less consistency in the vocational scores

of the race-sex groups. In each case there was a decrease

in score between the first and second semester. Evidently

the work became less attractive for the group as a whole

after the first semester. It ceases to be play and grad-

ually becomes work. The white boys showed a consistent

increase in score from the second through the sixth semes-

ter, but the other three groups showed little consistent

variation. The mean score for the white pupils exceeded

that of the colored.

The Graduates as a group had a higher and more con-

sistent attendance record than the Failures or the Lefts.

They were the only one of the three groups who showed an

increase in attendance for the last semester in school.

Their average attendance expressed in per cent was 95.8.
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The Failures showed a decrease in attendance for the last

semester. Their average attendance was 91.9 per cent.

The Lefts with 81.8 per cent had the poorest attendance

record. The decrease in attendance for this group started

with the third semester and the decline was rapid to the

end.

When segregated by race and sex, the group presented

a different aspect. The colored pupils had better attend-

ance records than the white. The average attendance for

the colored girls was 91.2, for the colored boys 90.5, for

the white boys 89.3, and for the white girls 87.2. It is

evident that the colored pupils consider regularity of

attendance in school to be of greater importance than do

the white pupils. In many cases they seem to consider

physical presence the only requisite to school success.

In contrast, many white pupils find the economic responsi-

bilities and cares of a home and a large family influenc-

ing their school attendance at an& early age.

From the data presented and for the group studied, it

may be said that home and community environment has a great

deal of influence on the school success of the child. The

successful pupils are the product of relatively superior

economic, social, and spiritual backgrounds, and, conversely,

the failing pupils and those who leave school do so largely

because of unstable and unsatisfactory conditions outside
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They are the products of poor home environment,

overcrowding, questionable community contacts, low economic

level, and represent the insecure, shifting unadjusted

the school.

population.
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BOI§
Girls

2.3. 2.11 22%. 7A

5 5 Health 5 5

5 5 Social Science 5 5

5 5 English 5 5

4 4 Mathematics 4 4

2 2 General Science 2 2

2 2 Auditorium 2 2

2 O Husic 2 O

O 2 Art and Design 0 2

O 0 Clothing 5 2

O 0 Foods 2 5

5 5 Household hechanics 0 O

 

30 50 50 30

The curriculum offered in the seventh grade is the

same for boys and girls with the exception of the vocational

subjects.

Differentiation of curriculum begins in the eighth grade.

Three curricula are offered, Language, Commercial, and C.
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This curriculum is recommended to the pupils who plan

to finish in high school the language requirements for college

entrance. It differs from the other curricula in only one

subject. In the eighth grade, General Language is the differ-

entiating subject and it is followed by a choice of French or

Latin in the ninth grade. In the above program of studies,
V

the differentiating subjects are underscored.
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TABLE III. PROGRAA OF 5T3“Ihs IX LOUIS PER ”35% gr,

Boys Girls n, ffiaf

mi'

5 5 5 5 health 5 5 5 5 ‘

5 5 5 5 Social Science 5 5 5 5

4 4 4 4 English 4 4 4 4

4 4 4 4 hathematics 4 4 4 4

2 2 2 2 General Science 2 2 2 2

l l l O Auditorium l 1 1 O

2 O 2 O Lusic 2 C 2 O

C 2 C 0 Art and Design 0 2 O O

O O O 0 Clothing 0 2 O O

O O O 0 Foods 2 O 2 O

O 2 2 0 Shop 0 C O O

O 2 O O Techanical Drawing 0 O O O

5 5 O 0 Business Practice 5 5 O O W

O O 5 5 General Business Science 0 O 5 5 ea

0 o o 5 Typewriting* o o c 5 43‘
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* As noted in Chapter I Typewriting and sookkeeping are includ-

ed in the list of academic subjects in the Killer Inter-

mediate School.
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This curriculum offers training in many practical fields

It serves both as a basis for the selection of

a future vocation by testing one's ability in many lines, and

as an opportunity to become acquainted with the tools and

materials of possible vocations. Pupils who select this

curriculum devote the same amount of time as other pupils to

English, Social Science, and mathematics.
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TABLE IV. PRCGBAK OF STUDIhS I: hOURS PER £33K

Boys Girls
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This curriculum offers training in many practical fields
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a future vocation by testing one's ability in many lines, and
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TABLE V. THE 3 REAL DISTRIBUTION OF HTELI GBUCE RAIITGS
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TABLE XX. AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LEFT GROUP

BASED ON RACE AND SE

: Number Number of

Age : of . qus Girls

Pupils :Ifhite : Colored White : CdIbred

17 : l : O : O O : 1

16 : 8 : 1 : 5 O : 2

15 : 26 : 8 : 11 O : 7

l4 : 30 : 10 : 8 8 : 4

13 : 25 : 8 : 5 3 : 9

12 : 12 : l : 3 3 : 5

11 : 2 : O : 1 l : O

10 : l : l : O O : 0

Total ° 105 29 . 35 15 : 28

Nean 14.7 14.4: ‘I14.7 13.7: 14.3
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