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The feudal system frew UD 1L much the same Climate

of JlflIUlLeljnltiQLlifllc “.1‘373 (nynent an: exi:;,ed in pfifi

fourtee 21th century. It had grown Lip out of the remains

of a cru'flbling Hogan system but, by 17300, "(:18 filldil'l:

that its solutions vnre no longer V esle in a changing

world.

In the period from 300 to about 7‘0 the fe“sal systen

as a Nor<okle solution to problems weioh

previous systems had beegl unable to COPE With. The
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ine relations becaeen the lord 'Ld 1s v,e sly usre

and enforcei thrcqu the lor5'3 court.
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the ideel form of the noble life indegendcnt of reliion

A “.- ‘ \ . - 3v A . ‘ vv ‘ , 4-1» , r fif ‘ .2 ‘ 4~|

HCMCC, pieta and v1rtue mare bJe 3Sm$ficm of tne

origin. Ken is b0“n in sin and can never quite(yrercone

’3
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It is from tnis idea of aspirin: to an aerthlv

yet religidus beauty that the formalized ideas of pride

come. The central pole of the noble life was honor or

La gloire des orinces pend en orucil et en

heut peril emnrendre; toutes pr17c1ncle puis-

ssnc cs corvie cnt en un point eetr oit qui

be dit orguei
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JChestellain as quoted in Johan nuizinga, The Ten.
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lghy), p. 70. The glory of prirces is in their pride ai5

in undertakin3 gre:;t peril; all the principal forces “ye

in one small pgig,, that of pride.
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he easic ”elationship, then, 's not so mucn in the set

of rules, enforced by the not es' courts, but in the

honor and loydlty which the ideal iispiied cetanen the

noble and his vessels. The bonds of the feudal system

were founded on "respect of mutu.:l fiL11 t3; i7ut . . .

not founded ugon tenure of land, nor rili tr3 s”rvic e. "u

2y around 1350 the nobility was gullinj farther end

farther from the ideal thouyh still givinj lip service

LO it. At the base of the groblem Was the continual

power strUQEle between nobility and crown. The position

of the nobility decreased in resyect to their inability

to unite in ordei to conta.n e iascent, centrdlized

monarchy. The most obvious result of this stru; 1e are

(
—
1
.

‘— . . w v ‘.-\ 1 “ . V \ ‘ ‘“ Tr““l“.‘ I ' f‘ " F VL" 7“ ‘fi ’

ne 01v1l udis WulCh eiock botn lidnce and -Ua.3nt.

visions among the nobles althCd strong monarchs to

remove their most powerful enemies as was the case with

Harv-rick the Kin" '3ker in the fifteer“ certury.

The continual wars brought about the invention of

.. ‘ n1 ' $ _ (w o 0

new vr.rons such as the uWiss p1

finelly gunpowder, all of which tended to end the
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of the class L3: one of war; they were the protectors of
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the reelo and their business wee war, but they were new

lcsirg the utility to p riorm th’s ftnctiOu.

Europe could not effcrd to rithdraw lerue enumers of

men from the land to fight until the fourteenth century.

Te“ agricultur~l T'et1.ods h d raised firm Production to

the point where it could support a non—egricultu13l old;

”11 n a .L. ‘ ”I ‘ ._ | .V‘ .. q.y (- V" m? 3“ '__|.', H‘ 0 f‘ 1” .0," t,.1 1 o ‘.
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took over 1331 of the duties of t1e VelIlOl clise 3nd

-e '“ot'rrc/V‘ DE”1Y1 to lmze ifiiis (:ljgus egpiieini tFuz Lovhai

of the hohility an: to euencipete themselves from depen-

dence on p0":rfUl rosles. ‘wa more intort3ntl; the

Lnglimh footeoliier learned,to-h in the Ku1drei lecrs'

had heen incre3sih;lv of hen converted into mo1>w pw tents.
'"d

1.1
-c r ‘ . -,— ~ I 1 ’5." A " . w ”1 '1" . “ «u s ""7

eerv1ce the nobles nee res rted to the COXMhblflQ of 23n3

-"r ' ‘3‘ . _., A . . ~9- -, ,m 'r A 1‘ ‘- rfi "- . F .‘r‘; f“ \ ‘1‘

of their lldhto into mone3 ngmfihuo. band Les let u
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at 51:f1:ed.1x11t for'ch;_13n3 ¢fi3 9‘7 3Wfillo. C1 (mouroe tin;

varying Cwrecs of inflation hrOUght on by were and femines

in the first h11? of the century made the neile cless
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urinr to t‘itteehtn century, but the motility was

r a net befle and triei V331ouo other honey-1:

mes, often at the exzee e of their teaents. Trev

often dealt in trade w1th uGCe, tbev fenoea in their

nd 311d evicted tenants to raise sheep, and, less

reouently, could be found in attempts to 1:1;10Ve th

the land.6

The ncbility, as 3 gEOUp, had lr t eint of its

furf se and hoe come to re‘orl its position as

ereoitary right but thout tte obli:etions which

been the eweon for it? creation. Th noties were

avatw of Via we: owefi them but tetnoei to forget

it was, originally,t recitrocel affair.

. . . he that ther shold be yuen to them the

.L‘v

b

[

bf: u.)

and

the

moost

noble

houoth/ and it

« 1 _ A ,

noble oestg/

armures/ and
tr.) Ov~|1Jr/

me ‘03te/ the most

Sut hym be

:nus t be/ th3t he be Verde lord of

noblease

7

from France

 

 

 

3331 men/ for in seVgnorJe 13 much . . .
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Thotfyce of a knyght is to mxyntene the 10nde/

for by cellse that the drede of the comro people

have of the knyghtes/ they laboure and cultyue

the erthe,/ for fere leste/ thoy sho i be
Q

destroved . . . d

6G.H. reVelyan, Historilof€n3lan1 (Garden City,

‘1- _ w A HA, A,

DagY. : 301.1131(‘d51.y aflG. C0. , 1331:), \701. I, Ill-Hi). LyL-97O

7Uilliam exton (t1ans .), The Book 0? tTe Ordre
Y _ . _ ‘ Arjf \

of ChVVeer (Hondon: Oxford Um1Jer51ty Press, lyLU), p.
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ideals of cthalry which e1333red in the late fourteenth

century seers to indicqte that he n‘hles Vere not liViL;

Up to these ideals. It was necessary to remonstrete or

at least to remind them of their duty.

‘ ‘ * A; ‘«. . '~ . ..'1 .1. A,‘ . a -: ~

Just 33 the hhcilltv M33 repiily 1031n, its position

in the lote Xiodle Ages so, too, 333 t;

had existe; at the edd of the 3 ton Empire. It

I politically oriented at the expense of the

many of the 3hUses which led to the final :3

. - ‘H : ,..4. , c. . ,‘ 1 1--“ ~ -n -‘

1517 dCVchred. :rieetc te“e uheldclted, uOu3.th rule”

L ‘ ‘ .“ 'u .‘ l . ’ J“. "t‘ y ‘I :‘r“\ I. w . I

the Churcn 10 dd .nstitutioh BEDT&OIdLHalllJ rice.

in PH- 1 , 1 ,1 1 ,.v “.41 -.-~<».4- ° 1 .n ,1‘ . .1 - TA. 3,

lze “HATCQ Ohfleu Uzeit ghlhcitiee o; lezd and tnfOU d

;rol tge yoliticol Reece to 3 fireat ertent.
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In rthOSyeet this The A0», strlctl\ Ff?“tihj, tte 0:90,

but to tiwa.lyglisl, the itigneee Iotm~ *MW”‘ ”roach ptyget

The Crgtivit; and Schiez eer*‘i O acee. the erble

of the iq;lirh Ch tea. The thurch, ulreviy u3‘3? attack

be ause of its riches end mot: 3, lost the tv:etigfl of

the FCLQPJ leflv‘r“ tLe wry cleat f0: 3 national “rd antl-

CleriCWl wvve cf :eLtiWent to dewvlop. The Ltatrt “

Irov1eo“” passed in 1351 and 'air in 1365, litited the

rijnt cf the Top‘ to 1rte“?ere in the eff:

:ngllsh ’32:! 1‘03“, 2.111 a letel‘ act meetie‘oe t

+

Lawhich direc ives from Rome had on the coun

The wealth of the higher cler;y t

.4 , -‘. . 4. 1
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the vitality wh’ch Med crerccteri?rl it enrlier. Ia.erert

in the indiVidU l amal tuQ died ouL to e greet ortent “nu

be members of the clergy had becowe Here function,ries

doing their job: and drawing their pay.

:he Ple,uw e'phasize; a trend which was already

b>ginLiij to overtake Enjlaad—-tke ineffectiveness of

the old agricultural syster. Lack of lenc had made it

incredcin;ly dipiicult fo: the Leufient to mr”e a living,

- , 1- “ —. . ‘ . ‘ .. v. in

end hid weather, epicenice, 31d natural disasters eMyne-_..
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FAYT II

The “at: toupteenth ceLJdr; Iv}l*‘nff? u yerioi

of re ctioq to tne herd tifler and social def ri3rotion

of the first calf of the century. The art and liter ttre

o? tni“ age reflect the ‘=3 ltin 05“”303 in outlook

"'CifittitLfifla'hy tflm: *“onn iril? Cfi’ the cm,1turv. {iiLur-

tunntel“, printing of this perion is almost ucuvrisiext

today, m‘ of it having been devtroyec i3 tke Tern o.

the Rose3 and the hevolution of 1639. T13 more solid

forms of art and eatecially tomb ,ctatt‘ree, hev, enr-

Vived in suff_cient ovintic that we nay d'e“ éome

‘HClUJlOAS atout tLe period.

Lnrly Christ’aa art, xscocilly 3333ntin had

develoted en elaborate set of symbols illr3-rtive of

their idea thet in Cod nothing 1” e"pty 0; sense:

ani V””UU- w~~ne sine Si no 353d Ce“3 1 7“Mb0133‘

Hes 3 nethoo of trenscendinr the faulte of pure logical

prersion. t pieces an architectural structure over

tie world —3 'bierercnic subordination'-— hicn c nnects

and makes nexurvc ful thing3 or ideas whicn 1091? alone

lot. Iieiae 3, as quoted in Huizinga, 0t. ,1t., p. 382.

0,4
(- \1
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r ‘— ‘- ~v- . . ~ I. _, \’V . $— . '7 . . i a - 7‘. .,.. 1" '0

csunc;,aa Elwin, :1 peisg_x3tixe is iw¢~:scd vim»; tfle w01ltl

’ . ‘ 1 "I "'I'.‘ '\ f-x‘ .v . :. a ( ,3.pr 1‘ ‘ 1

vdiicn i‘.‘vciy cnlre_cd Cami lfipllvf.;i ul,;~w¢i1ce of 1211

or sanctity for every ohiect. The belief that the world

a mirror of Gcfilaumi that He can somehow as soon in

everything is implicit in all the art as; literature

of the Uifdle Ages.

By the thirueenth century the intertwining of

sywools had become increjitly complex. The four beasts,

for example, hrd a multitude of meshihvs all very much

related. The or was the sacrificial animal of the Old

C
)

Testament and 3”mholizes 3t. Lt"e whose gospel Open

iaries' sacrifice. The earle is retortei in

the bestieries to be the only animal capable of gesiur

straight into the light of the run end is, thereforc,

the emblem of St. John whose gospel "transports men to

the Very heart of div'nity." The Ken is the synhol of

St. Ketthew whose xoscel boxins filth the renealO“v of
a J. _. \J -U

the (
3

~ld Testament. Finally, the lion is the 3"mbolr
3

V

of St. Hark. It is the symbol of the courage—-"lhc

. ' I O O

vc1ce of one crying in the WilderhdSS."“
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movement, are (siren; ed so as to by, Lice each other c*eatin*
"T
‘— g

—
d

the impression of inactilitg. Verti«al lines are cert-

fully balancCi by horizontal. The comoinotion of these

. r.‘ .- \ “1‘ ‘\ . n ‘A LA \- s q v..~, --

fuctoIS Loin fOC‘cas the totSEtlJn upon the cJeo macro,0
.)

the only motion may De found.

[hat was required of the :5cu11tcr of these crkc

6L5 a divine representation and not rfiione realism.

fie was convinced that by reaching out to the 'mmateriol

L'inoront reviierde, voit des fi:UICS, «8‘
i
Q

0_ .. ,. .. . . - ,.., 7 ,

tree mysturieusefi, et n'cn comgreno \“3 la

. "" o . . ‘ “'4“ o Q ~ " N J“ rw r‘ s V' \ . 1*

Sliniiicatio.. Lalb 1e satano D'eleve dee cnocei

' "“1 . s! v 1" r r“ .‘ r’r‘. .“1 . ’J— " fl
Vieioies aux ouoseo lflVlolbleo: en llquub d“uo

l’ " . 'L '— 1 r‘ 1 . . ‘ I r- h ' ‘ I

la nature, 11 lib dang ia pence L“ oieu. La

scien.e cor?i:te done, non t Etbulr lea

fl‘, ,. A ,‘ \fi y fl \r-V 7 ‘. ‘ (

pnOoeg en elleo-ncneo, fluls ptotrer lec

ens i;emon o que Diem a mis pc“r nous en elies;

car "toute creature, di' ius d'Autnn,

est l'ombre de la vesit 1 vie."U

In fourteenth century :ngland there seem to to

two trends in ort—-and litersture, too, for that matter.

The most predoninnnt of these is, of course, the continUance

 

Eraie, L'Art dU XIIIfSied e on. cit., 9 an.

no ignorant ate the foinc, the My twriovs lct=crs, and

not comprehend neir menninv. But the enlitoned

from the vis 10 to invisitle motte.s: in reading

e thoutts of God. ine science (know-

;ot of tne stud“ of the thine; thjr:lves,

.‘inf KniCi God intends

Very creature," says Jonorius o; Autun,
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Oi tflc neuielel trallthM but cuC Otuof is tue lepOFoa Lb UH:

O 4- . ~ ’3 v J‘ . ‘6» r a ‘r - +‘n a v- . v-- a w- . ' .\ -_

lor :llzs sttoy. if is mere t.£z tddfl symbglicmi:nui ideol—

' °. A'L- ,nlaw h~-- .p A, - . mu -M.°-

istic TaululOfl beLJS to CiJe way to To;ll$fi. one lule-

. ‘I ‘Lc-x" (‘1 x-A .‘ A“: 1‘ '. ,y- . . x r ' ’ N - - (”j

idtei tines On an lQoL€d81h* 1m3ortance in the 6‘,ve c

all co/<sin3 symbolism into the art of tee four"3ent

~‘A -V o . - ‘r‘ “amt" rv‘d qr“ ”4" ‘ .'. e \

century as in pr€Vlrbo foins of a t QML I tninh that

there is e significent difference which is most a‘earen.

in tone siulptire of the period.7

1 ‘ w I fl . ,-.‘ u r -\ 1 11-. ‘ .~--~ v “' 1 3.. - ‘> \ u ~~"-' r1 - ‘1 '3 ‘1‘ ,- ’ 9 ,

CflIlJntlmz ESQyLJJSMFeJ_1KOMtLMultS Eyeneielily Loire (hie

ect tnemes. The first deals with tne fate

O P
b

W o m 0 H C
f

D m m o O 5 ,
Q
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5

r
I

0 <
1

H
.

k 0 fl (
—
f

@

life of the dsceesed, portrm’inr him in some active

1d Wr3 alive role; and the last deals "ith dsntn, the

funeral, and the effify of the defuect. The first two

of these are chm ecteristic of Hedi evsl art Up to and

incluaing the fourteeiite cent‘mi . Tnile the effi y is

se a rendering of the deceased it is used for

:oscs. Plates V through I; portray the

deceased in a calm, restful position. Edward (plate VII)
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