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In offerin; tnis puper wWalca hoas besn my ma

T
O
=

occupation Tor the past few months I wish to nulle a

few explanations and ackaowled rmente,

(9]
<
[

'cricinsly 1little work has been done oxn thls

-

subjec

ct

or, for thaot mutter, on the whole of thre
fourteenth century., “iile T do not make any clains
to startliny orizinglity at this point I think thna
the resnllcm wnich creeps into fourtesntiih contury
tncu-ht 15 very different froa what went before and
from whot is to follow, I have not seen any vwork

which desls with thls particular areca of Lnolisn nistory

and those wno mention it do so only in parsine or
approach tne problem from sore point of view otier than
that of an historiun,

Tnslish resllsn develops from rou_hly 1362, when

Lancland is thiousht to have written the Vicion cf

Piers Flowoen, to about 1400 whan botn Lansland and

Chizvcer died., Duriny this period Wycliffe, Langland,
Ciizucer, and Gower all did the majority of their writing.
Tre z2rt with wnich I deal takes form znd reaches its

peak, Tnouzh trie realism I am decling with does not



die ocut until the 1460's, this period is the w e in
which the 7% Mlucionment and recction to the ideslicn
of the 1ddle Azes 15 best exvrecszd,

Yozt of the oricinol works ucsed in tne second and
third perts of this poper have bteen translated into
Znzlish or French several different times, I nave,
therefore, attenpted to use what 1s -enerally considered
the staondard transclation; for exangle, the Hokrincon
edition of Chaucer's woris. where guoctations are
included they willl cppesr in the oricinal larnsueze in

the text with nuy translation in the footnote, I

=

nave recsorted to this method tecavse mony of tne guota-
tions are in the form of poetry which could take on
another meaoniny unless the reader is avarzs of the

2y 1n whlch I have anslated tien, Tor thne scize of
unifornity I hove followed this proceedure with 1l
quotations,

I have uced tne terms "Niddle Azes" ond "medievalM

rather loosely. A3 a matter of convenience I mean to

use thene terms throuchout to indic tne period of
the hich "iddle Ases, roushly 1050 to 13CC0, thouxn I

realize that there are mony different trends of thouint
running throusn this period which would frustrate a
1S

seriouvs atteapt to luap 1t undszsr these desiznations,

My indebtedness to various zuthors will be wen-

tioned in the bibliocraphy and I will not belabor it

iv



here, I would, nowever, like to tulie thls orportwiitby

to thank Dr, Zarjorie Cesner =#ho was rood encush to

take time from her own work and trovels to help ne

botn by directing my rezezrch and by rezding and offering
comuaents on my rouzsh drafts, I also owe a debt of
cratitude to my zood friend lics Jane Cosner who
volunteered to read and correct @y menuscript for

Sronnar an

o~
<

srellin:s errors ard for verccity in tranc-

2

lation, My souwewnszt tedicus style has profited sreztly
from her suzcections,
Duvid 5., Gillespile

y dlcnlgan

v
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yeurs beitweern 1242 and 1400 present

.

1ing swords and armies straining o

r~‘

of clazn

anothier, T=rliocps correctly, historians have interprete:

last attempts of a feudcl aristocracy to malntain thelr

- s s T [, PR - Ny - o
ond position ossinst the new coacept of a strony and

- P 3 AR T T es - L., ~ ~ —~ .
cantralized monarchy, ‘ors cre the most understandable

events 1n

wnole conception of the pericd to appear s = decline
in the ide=zls of the Uiddle sizes,

In reality tris period 1s not a decline in old
weys of lookin: at the world but 1s a striking out to
find new meti.ods of evpression for a new ocnd little
unlerstood worll, Art and literature both ronifest a
profound “isllluslomzent with tihe 1dsals that hnad

suctain ot the sane

of the Hiddlie 4Lcs3,

.

1 M SomAC b o~ - PR - Rt - oo =~
Thne narshness of the fourtscnth century in teres

of disence, inz, and the decline of the basic
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I e deslivns doeo not constitute

the entircty or sven a majority of the crt and literat

gl

produc-=ad duvrirs thiz pericd, The 0ld medieval tradition

~ 4=

do not suddenly ceast butbt exist giaulia

new cnd co nct die ouvt until much later, The old wode

ne reclic
it 15 in this trend that the motion, the 1ife of the

period is to he found,



3. T T A A R Ot R
in In.lond some yours efter the

s ™. P P os Tl - T o - PR T
in France, tut = cloze inopecticn roevewls much the oms

s

deterioraticon wrnichi vent on in France, Thie decline of

the Trencn feudsl cysten has heen se=n 3 a resulit of

. . T A P ~AA0 s
tne ccceczion of thie Velcols dynecty in 1229.°  Tils
+ . g PO o - - o o
cype cof erplancticn cannolt accouvnt Tor the

- 3. .- 2 -l‘ “s 7 — N
subzeaucnt decline of Teuvdalizn o

Y

)

Zuroge, ncr does 1t nelp in a

©

]
r

the paeriod,

gome clivate
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fourteenth century. It had crown up out of the remacins
c¢f 2 crumblins Roran system but, by 1400, wns findin-

thet 1ts solutions were no longer viable in & chanoinas

In the period from 200 to abtout 750 the feudsl systen
nad srown uUp as a workable sclution to problens w

rrevious systens hoad beo.. unoble to cope with, The

v




N

neccssity of rrotecting the lands frem invocion znd of
supportineg thnose responsible for this protection had
reseolved thrceush the creation of o nierarchiic cocicty,

’_A-
v l
<

0

deternined by a oot of re-uls

N

h the lordt'z court.

end enforc=d thrcu:
The ofthiicsl idesl of chivalry druws fren reiantic
sentizncnt and hnerclce tolex., It 13 irrosaible to hove
the 1decl form of the noble life indeuendent of reli -ion
and hence, clety and virtue were the essernce of the
nirht's 1ife, Tithin itz bazic contert of relision *ie
idenl wuc impesesible to attain vecnuce of 1ts enrvtinly

orisin., I'an ic born in sin and can never gulte coverceone

wn

vl
y
e}
)
3
@)
]

come, The central polz of the rnoble 11fe was
rride.

g pend en croucll et en
toutes principales puis-

La =loire des ori
)r" ;
en un point estroit qui

hent peril emp
£onees con"ien:
e dit orsuell,

20ustave Conzn, Tistoire 4@ 11 Chevaleri
au Moven Lre (Faris: Jicharid-..cocc, 1jﬁ;), rrc. 17-2C.
Chzstellalin as quoted in Johan hu1“i1 Sy " i
of the 11ddle L es (Garden City, N.Y. Deuble duy oind COe,
1¢3), p. 70. Tu2 tlory cof prirces 13 in their pride and
in urdertaking oreat peril; =211 the princigal forces v
in one =null peint, that of pride,

L

Y
\
Py



~3

2 ptasic relotionshiv, then, 1c rot sc iruch in the set
of rules, cnforced by the nobles' courts, but in the
honor cnd loy«lty vililch the 1desl inspired between the
noble and hi=s vassals. The bond: of the feudsl nysten
were foundad on "respect of autucl fidelity; but . . .
not founded uron tenure of land, nor —ilitary service."”
Ty arcuvnd 1350 tie nobility wes pullins farther znd
farther frou the idecl thoush still zivin~ 1ip service
to it. At the bsse of the problen wes the continual
poweYr struszgle hoetween novility and crown, Tie position
of the nobllity decreass=d in recpect to thelr instility
to unite in order to contain s nasceant, centrulized
menarchy. The most obhvious result of tnis ztru-ole @re

shock botnn France and _noland,

ot
v
e}
d
<
’_l-
’_J
-

:
K
5
.
v ~ .
'_Jo

Divisions amnon: the notles allowed cstrons noncichs to
remove thelr most vowerful enemles as was the case with
Jerwick the linowaker in the fifteenth century,

The continual wars brousht 2bout the invention cof
new wespoas suen as tne Swies pike, the lonrbow, and
finz1lly sunrowder, all of winilch tended to end thne

"

military dominunce of the nobles, The origival purroce

of the clescs was one of war; they were the prctectors of

Y1z

“1enry Hallen, View of trhe State of Turope Durin
tve “iddle a~oo (Londors  Joral soarrsy, 1217, vol. I,

P ] 1";2 ]




the realn znd their businass wes war, but ftrhoy woere now

- o -, + -~ 5 W1 o 3 Y - P A R o <4 1. 5 - .
men from the loand to fizght until the fourtecntn century.

joane

(24

-+
(6]

netion

toslr over meny of the duties of the vierrior ciasc znd

- - - R S
the monorchs beran to use this

of the rohility and to ennncipasd

dance on powerfnl rcoblez, Jven nore 1luportantly the

%

ah foeotsoldier learned,beth in thne TUndred Years?

mr and in the revolt of 1321 that he couvld overccace ond
¥ill a fvlly crazd knfjht.5

Jonn the 0ld feudul levies

51y often convarted into money poymeate,
In order to rszice the cush to pay for thelr exenption from
service the nobles nzd resorted to the cormnuting of nuny
of thelr vights into money payments, Lend was let ou

2t a fixed rent for az wany as 283 years, CF course tne
varyin: decrees of inflation broucht on by wars end facines

in the firsct hal? of the century made the noble cless

Indian Sumner of Inelish
University Fress, 1?30)'




extent, bty tre considerable booty brousht back from Fronca

locking for = ney base and tried various other money-raiin:
serecs, often et the expense of thielr tenants, They
cften dezlt in trade with Zurope, they fernced in tneir
lend ond evicted tensnts to raise shecp, and, less
fr=gquently, could bhe found in ztternpts to ifugprove the
ontput of tue l=nd,”™
The noblillity, as « zroup, nad lost gsicnt of its

orilsinal purross ond had come to reravrd its gositlion =z
an hereditary ri-nt but without the oblic

rention, Thne nohles were

]
)
'r_‘o
~+
)
=

nhed heen the reacson T

]

well awars of wnat was owed them bubt tend=d to for:zet

trnat it was, orisilnzlly,a reclgrocel affzir,
e o o n2 that ther shold be zyuen to them the
moost noble beztz/ znd the \estv/ the most
noble armures/ and the beste only/ Zut nym be-
oucth/ and it nust be/ that he be mede lord cof
asny men/ for iv seyeacrye 15 much noblesse o o

..

Tnoffyce of a kuysht 1s to muyn
for by cause that the drede of

have of the kany.ohtes/ they lab
the L;I'the,/ fOf
desctreyed o« o

tene tine londe/
the comyn reorle
oure and CJWtyu

ere leste/ they sholl

(,O"’)
L.‘

6".5. Trevelyan, distory of iZn~land (Garden City,
w.Y.: Doubleday and Co., 1%52), vol. I, pps. 254-97,
7.7i1liam Caxton (trans.), The Roolr of *the Ordre
of Chvvalrv (London: Oxford University Fress, 1528), p. 12,

IS

fbil., p. 32
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1deals of chivalry wnlch arpesred 1In the late fourtecntn

were not livir

[©]

century seens to indicate thset the noble

up to trese ideals, It was necessuary to reuonctrate or

trne Church, Like the nobllity, its buse had Teen vuilt

13d1le Aces in recponce to o need whilch

ned existed =zt the end of the Homun Zapire., It had Tecomre
1

increagin:-l:

o]
O
=
’_h
+
’..'o
~
o

y oriented st the cxpeure of the

[

spiritusl, and it 1s durins the fourtezent:

—
(K¢
o]
N
=
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=
~
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+
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3
ot

meny ¢f the whuses whicn led to the finsl zccohiiza in

1517 developaod., Friests were uneducated, ronnztic rules
viere reluaxed, =nl =2 vast portion of the ni-her clersy
vas connprisced of second scence of nobles out to malke tioir

-

fortuncs, 1l I'or wus there ony lock of cbility to mule

fortunes sinons the runiis of these nijgner cler>y, moliding
the Clhurcn as an institution extraordinarily rich.

Tre Zhurech omned sract guantities of land and throuv n
trnlo covld ceountrel thie peliticol ccene to a sreat extent,
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Vortmain

~

supsests that Lne rulers and people were not uncuare of

11361004 =, Zainton, The Yedievol Chucceh (72w Yoris

AR - 3 7 4
L, Van Joastrind Co., inc., 1%62), p. C4,

\9)
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to Nrve revorded Ml o%os
erordaed Nls oty in

of the FProench

13""", R P T
1’;*exvlf¢u, ictory ¢f Znoleond, op. cit 76
Dournlzsl Thaley, Icofter Vedioorl Tur e P: :
. pelei i redioril urope fror T,
Yort: Zarnes and .icbhble, inc., 1527%)
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. . P [ T T e e - . -~ ~ e S 1
I retreosvect this ves not, strictly ereskin-, the cace,

m- o) PRI T [P AT ~ o -
Tre Coptivity and Cchioa cerved to cccent the proble
SaTPR -1 [ P, mi. 1 ) PR a.
of the Tn linh Churcn, The Church, wlread;y uader cttack

beczuse of its riches ond morals, loot the rrasctize of

clerical wave cf zentinent to develer., The Jtatvt 07
Frovisors, raccsed in 1351 and cozin in 1345, 1imitcd the
rizht of the Topo to interfere in the effairs of the

nzlich Choureh, and o loter cct mentionz the evil effacto

~

which dircetives from Rcerme nad on the country's 1ife.

23 tarons whgo another source of coxnplaint., The Concilinr
movenent closely prrolleled the sctruszle between the
ctote and nobility wihiiich was coln~ on at the szme tine,
Tiie cardincls were here in the role cof bhsrons attennting
to 1imit the pcwer of the Fope. For this role they
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;%iﬂ Zognnnts Yini?ryﬂﬁcviow series 2'(1?5 , tab}e I.
<lz,c, Coulton, The Ziacl. Deotl: (Ilew York: Jounathon
Cepe 2nd Tnrrison Soith, 1930), p. 103,
22Josian €, Huszell, "The Frepla-ve Fopulation of
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7 19/)4), Lie 19‘0
22James Z. T. Rosers, A History cf A-riculture zird
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movement, are airran~ed so as o balincz each oblver creatins

the inpression of irmwobilit,, Vertiwal lires re coro=-
frlly hslanced by norizontal, The conbinstion of theos
fuctors avaln focurses the citention uvpon the cyes wn
the only motion may bhe fcound,

Vnut wese requlired of the cceculptor of tliese werke
vwies 2 divine representotion znd not murdone reslish,
Te was convinced that Ly reachins out to tre iumsterisl

throuv h the material, man »izht buve o fleetin
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In fovrrteenth century Zngloand there seam to
two trends in art--and litersture, tcoco, for thet uctter,

The most vredoninsmt of these 1s, of course, thne continunnce

Avlu, LAt du XY11 Siecle, Q0. cit., o U4,
Tne ignorant s-e the Toras, the o “orlous letters, and
do not comprehend their meanins, 2ut the enlishtened
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nzture tncy T*ad tiie thov-rts of God., The cecilence (know-
led-e) cons n of tre study of the thin-c thencolves,
o the deerer meocnin~ wrlcht God intoends
very creaturs," says Honorius of Autun,
£ the Truth ¢nd of the Life,
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Christian soptlernrel monwicnts senerally hove one

> hemeszs, Tne first dezls with the fate
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reconcile the idezlicm and the rezclism walceh T on denling

it 1n thic reoper.s It 1z, therelowre, coraownct outside
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wnich 1s sepercte cnd distinct from both the uedieval and
dentlicresnce styles. In the earliest stases of reaction

bod

Y

r
ne caro vilis 2and the versis stazes are L"ﬂi to
ne portroyal realistic and ot the same time shoc
e i3 a sta~e which chblOpr
ate fiftonptu century and whileh cowbtines the idezl
e real, ne depiction of = siieleton 1z certainly
rezlistic o”t it does not nave thie zane effect on the

vievwer us the derlction of a rotting body. A onwlcton

ro

e

H 00
o]

~+
oy
T e

4:?5:
™, @ b

SIS
-

-
o
~
—
~
jon

¢
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sufficient to erprenc the uncaciansvs evrronderad by the
calarities of the ezrly part of Lhe centiry. It ic
importarnt to note that the ne

macabhre roesliss is found in

two countries mont wffected
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