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Researcher: Eay Judesn Humosl
Advisor: Dr, Bernice D, Borgmans Frofessor In Child Dovelonments Michiran State Unive
Titleo: Asaegsment of Fatermnl ALtitvdes Toward Child-Rearing

Purpcgg: The vurnoss of this studr wng S0 &esers the attifudes toward childercoring

exnressad by wmothers having preschool children vwho were living in Fichisnn
State University married studenta?! housing, The ettitudes of t-voc /roups of nostherg
vere cormoarsd to learn if mothers vwarticioating in & coomerative nur~ery schcol
exoresged attitudes that wers more eocinlly desirable, fcrording %o the exnrcsszd
sttitudes of & groun of sveclaliasts in child develonment, than mothoras nod warbiciwolilic
in a coomerative nursery school. '

Subjoetgs The eudbjects drawn at random includad: 20 nothere who had a child enzeiicd
in Spartan Cooverative Nursery Sc¢' 60l and had variicimated in the nrogwom
for at least three torms: 17 mothers who had not marticipated in & cocperative murzawy
school but hed made apnlication to enroll their child in the Suartan Cccverative
Kurgory School and were on the waiting lists 20 mothers who had not nartiecioated in
& coomerative muirsery schonl and had notl mde n-gmlicatmn to have their children
enrolled in a coomerative mirsery sc‘mol. The gro umsg wers similar in extent of
educrtion, age and number of childron ver fanmily, o
Procedure: The Parental Attitude Research Tnatrunent (PARI) was msed to measvre tho
rothers? attitudes joward child-rearing, The PARI ccntained 23 atiitude
scalong with five items in each scale, .The anglysls of variance tochniquo was used
1o detormine whether differences in attitude meon secale gcores oxisted amornzy the grovumo.
Tor the attitnde ecales which ghowed B differcncs at the 5% sizamificance le're‘l,
Duncan?s moltiple rangs test vas anvlied to learn betwesn which grouvs the differenc
existed,

-
"

Rasultg: Siegnificant differences were found between the nean scale ecores of tho

- gvecirllats and those of one or more of tha marsnt groups on eight of ths
2} attitade scales, These ecales were: BEreaking the Wills Strictness, Excluding
Out side Influencess Deificatiion. Anwproval of Achvztyo Ascendancy of the Mothers
Intrusivensss, and Lack of Comrndeship ard Sharing, ¥a all of the ettitude geales:
found to be significantly different, excopd the scale for Lack of Comradeshin and
Sharing, the swecialists had the lswest aversze atiitudo scole score, Lov scores .
indicated the more socially desirable attitudes, These attitudcs surgestod the arsas
Invhich vparents may nced holp in develoning healthy attitudea toward childerearing,

In gonsral, the nean scale scores of the thiee narent fsrounsg wers nod significanitliy
differont on the 23 ettidude scales, Eowsver & {rend did ammezr which seemed to shew
the effectivensss of ths parent education program in the cooverative marsary school:
The methers having children in the coopsrative mursery school and perticipeting in
the nrogram for at least three terms exoresssd attitudes that weire most similar
to the exvressed attitudes of the spocialists, Tho mothers interested in partielpating
in the cocperative mursery school and having their children on the waltinz 1ist wers
noxt in similarity to the specialistg, The mothers vho had no% made apnlication %o
bave their preschool child enrolizd in the cocperative murgery school end had no
connection with & cooperative mrsery school were farthest away from the attijudes of
the specialists,
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TTTRODUCTION

i‘any rescercn findings in child develormcnt seem to
support the theory that parentsl attitudes toward childrearing
irnflucnce the personality development of chiliren. For examples
nackel found a ralationship ketween the unfavorable concduct of
preschocl chiildren, as rated by their teachers, and parental
attitudes favorirng autocratic, restrictive, and severe discip-
line. Shoben2 1n a stucdy of parentz]l attitudes and the adjuste
rent of olcder children, administered an Inventory of attitucas
toward child-rearing to 29 mothers cf children in mental hyaiene
clinics and Juvenile courts and 50 mothers of normal children,
He found sicnificant positive correlations between the parent
attltuce scalas of dominance, possessiveness, and ignoring
children and the children's'gatisfactory acdjustment to soclety,
Andersond rerorted a study completed by lliles in which it wes
found that porents! atiitudes were related to the leadershin

status and social scceptance of the child by the school croup.

. 1tarizn J. Radke, "Relation of Parental Authority to
Children's Tehavior ard Attitudes,® Univereity cf iinresota
Inctitvto of Child velfawe linnooranh, loe 22 (1340),

2¢, J. Shoben, Jre., "The Assessment of Farental Attitudes
in Relatlicn to Child Adjustment,® Conoile Psvcholo-y fonn~ranh,
XXXIX (1949) 101-142,

3J. E. Anderson, "Fasrents' Attitudes on Child Behaviors
A Report of Three Studies,” Child Naynls-ma-d  XVIT (1045)
5157,

1
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2
He reported that subscales measurlng overprotection, dominanca
by the parent, and encouragement of social development were
related to the child's social adjustmant,

- These studies are illustretive of many others in the
fleld which indicate a relationship botween parental attitudes
and the personality developrent of children, Hence, it is
{mportant that the childerearing attitudes held by paraents be
those believed to foster healthy personalities in children.
When parents do not possess such attitudes it presents a chall=
enge to parent educators to try to modify or change those
attitudes that may be harmful to children into attitudes that
tend to foster children's healthy personality development.

Vodificotion of pititvdog Feoetorod by Coomamntivae themcery Schenls

It §s the bellef of many individuals in the fleld of

parent education, that the cocperative nursery school provides
8 unique method of helping parents to gain insights and undere
standing concerning thelr children and thus 2ids them in
developing healthy attitudes toward childerearings The method
of ﬁarent education in a cooperative which differs from other
nursery schools is thaot most of the parents in a cooperctive
are actively participoting in the teaching and guidance of thelr
own child and cther children under the leadership of & trained
teacher., For success in this aspect of the proaram, it is
essential that a complete program of parent educstion be
carried on. Thus there are numerous opportunities for modifie
cation of attitudes concerning child-rearing.

- An attitude has been defined as "a relatlvely enduring,
rut rmodifisble, tendency or readiness on the part of a person
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3
to behave in particular ways toward some object, pzrson or
issue,™? Tyler states four different ways in which attitudes
commonly develop in people. Tha cooperative nursery school
eppears to offer experisnces in three of these four ways.

The first method described by Tyler, "is through
assimilation from the environment, The thinocs that are taken
for granted by the people around about us, the points of view
that sre commonly held by our friends and acquaintances are
fllustrations of environmental attitudes which aro frequently
assimilated without our having baen consclous of them." The
cooperative nursery school provides to a great extent the
possibility for environmental assimilation of attitudes because
of the high interdependence of the mothers and teachers in
thelr teaching and administrative roles,

A second method of acquliring sttitudes arises from
the "emotional effects of certaln kinds of experiences.s In
ceneral, 1f one has had satisfying experiences in @ particular
connection, he develops an attitude favorable to some content
or aspect of that experlience, while 1f he hzs had an unsatisfy=-
ing effect from the experience, his 2ttitude may become antagone
istic."® The positive satisfrctions derived by the parent in
successful teaching of his own and other children, under guid-
ance and direction, is another method provided by the coopera-

tive nursery school for likely acquisition of desirabie attitudes.

4raymond G, Kuhlen, The Psycholony of Adolescent Dewvaelon-
pant (New Yorks Harper and irotners, i-od) pe 40s

Snalph W, Tyler, Pasic Princinols of Cuwriculum and
Instruction (Chicagot The Uiilversiiy of Culcadd rress, 1550) pe 49,

61bid.
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4

A third method of daveloping attitudes "i3 through
direct intellectual processes. In some cases whean we se2 the
implications of a particular object or procass, we are led to
devalop an attitude favorable or unfavoradble to it from the
knowledge which we gain from this intelleztual analyais.'7
The cooperative nursery school provides many opportunities for
attitude change through direct intellectual procassese Such
opportunities are inherent in observiny a trained teacher worke
ing with children, in parent conleronces, and in workshops and
group meatings.

The fourth method of developing sttitudes mentloned
by Tyler, "is through traumatic experlences, that is, exper=
fences which have had a deep emotlional effect.*® Experiences
of this type are usually not found in the cooperative nursery

school,

Purmage af tha Study

e

Because sttitudes are considered to be modifiable, it
was tha concern of this study to learn if the experience of
mothars participating in a cooperative nursery school had a
beneficlal effect upon thelr develcping soclally desiradle

attitudes toward child=-rearing,

Problem

The problem was to assess the expressed attitudes to-
ward child~rezring of three groups of mothers having preschocl

children in order to compare the exprasssed attitudes of mothers

Tinid,
Eyrig,
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9
who have had experience in a parent cooperalive nursery
school with those of mothers who had not such experience but
had indicated an intorest in i% and those of mothers who had

had neithor the experience nor had indicated interaest in it.

Hynothesis
The following null hypothesié guided the study: mothers

participating in and having children in a parent cooperative
nursery school will not report attitudes that are rore socially
desirable than mothers who have not participated in a coopera=-
tive nursery school hut have expressed an interest in it, nor
of mothers who have not particinated in a cooperative nursery

school and have not expressed an interest in it.

Assumntiang
It was assured that the comparison of attitudes of

mothers who had participated in a parent cooperative nursery
school with those who had not would ba ons means of assessing

the effectiveness of the parent education program of the cooperae
tive nursery school in halping mothers to coevelop healthy
attitudes toward childerearing. Also, the assessmeat of attie
tudes expressed by mothers who had not participated in a coop-
erative nursery progran might suggest areas in which parents

need help in developing healthy attitudes toward childerearing
and could lesd to the development of a parvent education program

which would be more effective in achieving this goal.

Descrintion of the Spartan Mirsary Schan}

The Spartan llursery School, & parent cooperative nursery



e



6
school, offered a program of parent education that was cone
sldered to heve potentlal for fostering healthy pacentsl
attitudes toward chlld-rearing. liothers participating in this
cooperative nursery schonl were one group of subjacts included
in this study,

The Spartan Hursery School 1s located on the campus
of Michlgan State University., It is & parant cooporative
nursery schonl administered jolntly by teachers who are meme
bers of the staff of the Collede of lome Lconomics of [iche
fjan State Unlversity and by parents who 2ra students attend=
ing Kichignan State University, trn2 majority of whom are living
in university housing for married students,

E€partan Mursery School differs from many cooperatives
lh thst it is supported by the university and renders services
in training student teachers in child develosment from the
Collegae of !cme Economicse OStudents In child psychology and
child development also have the privilege of observing aind
testing the children attending the school,.

The entire staff is professionally trained. It consists
of a directore-teacher and three additional teachers, each with
a wide ranges of experience which cualifies her not only for
guiding the activities cf children but in workiny cooperatively
with parents, The direztor and two of the teachers have
master's cdecress in chlld developnsnie The other teacher is
a graduate assistant who is a candidate for that degree.

At the time of this study there were 105 children
enrolled in the school, ransing in ace from annroximately two

years and six months to five years, The children were divided
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into seven grcups ot 1D children, Thes2 groups met for haif-
day sessions two ¢r threg Gays a weex, Luch group was under
the dirsctica of a staff teachar, assisted by two perents and

sometimas a stz *2asher wino was mejoring in chlld devalope

ment,
Dgscripiion of Paren* Fdvecetion at Scanion T'urseny Schond

The parent educatien procram of Spartan Nursery Schecl
is similar to the parent education precrams of marny cnoperas-
tive nursery schonls, However, no two procrames of parent
education are exactly allke baecauce cf the different directors
and teachers administrating the programs. Since the metholl
used in a parent education progtam are important in determin-
ing the program's eftectiveress, the rathnnds used in the

Spartan Nursery School will be descrihed.

Farent Farticipatien in Teauhing

terhaps tha rost Lumporteat meens of parent educatlon

h ]

in the cocpesatlve nursery scheol Ls a parent participating

1 -~

se guidante of

[
ct

unoer the surexvisiom of a trainsd Teaviny in

w3
T

F e

“

n to olher

a
!

I

children and cbserving his own child in =

children, Tinis eaables a parent to leazn through personal 9x-

b}

perience and coservacion individual diffarences in childran,
wéll 8s eifectual wiys of relating +o ¢childven and guliing
thene.
Lach family in Spartan Mursery Schocl f6 required to

tesach a specified nusber of days per term.' usually thras to

*, . . . 1.t
The schonl year at Michigan State Unlversity le divided
into calendar guarters or "Terms® of ten or twelve weaks,






8
five days, This responsiblliity may be fulfilled by elther the
mothor ox the father, dzpending upon the convenience and choice
of the family, However, only a fa2w fatherg porticipate as

*eachours,

Crientation
There is no formal training in the orientaticn which

a8 parent must go through before enrelling his child in Spurtan
Nursery School. Each parent must heve an inltlal conference
with the teacher of the group his child i{s entering and tefore

inning his teaching days, he is required to observe ths
arovp for one day under the guldsnce of & tralned teacher.
At this time the psrticivating parent learns what the respone
gsibilities of "teaching mothers® ares, as well as what to lock
for in children's behavior and why a teacher handles particular
sitvations as she does. Each family 1s oiven a booklet that
describes the routine of Spartan Nursery School and contains
helpful hints to meothers for quiding the children in music,
storles, and creative art activitles while theyanateaching.9
The paronts are also civen a tooklet concerning the organiza-
tion of the nursery school, explaining such things as gxroup
meetings, ceneral mectings, and the organization and function

of the Parent Council.

Infoxrmal Conferences

A% the close of eazh teaching session Lhe teacher and

9E1izabeth Pane, and Pott{ Garliclk, Cuiie
L a Coonnrative ‘ursary Snbon) cast bd“Singg
chigan Stste LnLverQIty, ‘,uu).
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9
tha parents whe sre ascisting for that doy have a short informal

sportant or fnterssting haprenings of

e

onferenze to discuss

4o
<
-
£
(ol

the day and any quest hat the parsnts or teoeckers may have,
This 33 & valuuble chering experlence for the parents and

teachers whsre learning, as well as undsrstanding, 13 reinforced,

General &nd Croup tectings

A general meeting for all the parents of the ndrsery
scheol and the teachars 1s held each tsrm, The Farents!
Council hes charge of planning and conducting these meetings,
The pronrars are veried, and are planned to ke of interest to
all of the parents,

Croup meetings for the parents and teachers in each
individual group are also hold cnce a tzrm, At these smaller
meetinags tenles of interest and concern to the sﬁecific group

gre discussed,

Parents® Counzil
Tach group of parents elacts its own officers and tends
representative to the Porenlst Counzils The Csurceil conslsts
of a council clhizirman, a vice-chalrman, a sccretary, a traassurer,
a soclal coordinator, a "workeparty"™ coordinator, a library
coordinastor for tha children’s likvary, end three delogates

tc the 'tlehligan Councll of Cooperatives MNursexlass,

o~

he Farents? Council usually ma«ls twlze a term or more

*2 "workeparty” is a maoting for elthor mothers or fathers
when thay refurbisn old equioment, plan and make new equipment,
and do other jobs which imsrove tha physical seteup of the nure
sery schanl,
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1¢
often if srecial noods aziss. It is responelilble for setilng
up the ealendar fcr the tars, including "work pariy® datesc,
soclal evonts and eveonts of gpecial interest to garents.e The
Counclil zlse plans necessery roney-raising nrajects and acts
a8 a governing bosrd within the scope of the powsr allowed by
the University. A recresentative of the Farert Councll helps

to organize "work partles™ for fathers and fcr mathers,

Library

Soartan Hursery School also provides a library con-
taining materials, pamphleis and books of child developmernt,
chlld study and child guldence which parents nay check out

for an unspecifled time, acsording L9 thelr neasd.
P2 ?

Other Mothods

Additional methods of perent education are used in
Spartan Mursery School which are sinllar to other mursery
gchools, Thes2 include tha Informal ¢converaatiosns betuween the
teachers znd pavents, parenteteichar conforances, homa vislits,
and bulletin boaxds,

Iaformal sonvarsatisns tatuenn the parent and taachar
during the teaching day and as the narant borings hils child ¢»
nursery school and plcks him up is a valuable way for tha
teacher and parent ¢9 cbtaln a hetter understanding of each
other and the parant's chlld,

The teachers are alsc avallzhle for cornferences with
parerits if the parents or teachers wish to talk in more datail
and privacy concerning the child,

Home visits are mada nccasionally by the teachers, 1f
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Wa live in 2 fasteroving, fast=changing world, Famie
lics are cauaht in tha tide of now sclentific research find-
ings and kreskioun: of traditicn. MNow knoiledge yestexday
is ¢ld krnwladoa todayl new practices tedsy are ouldated
tomorrow,.

Hany parents g72 seazching for dixection in bringing
ue their children because naw knowledze in the area of childe
reariny is accurmulsting rapidly and families?! traditional
oulde-1lines seem to be lost or wavering in the current social
scene, The status of women 1s chanoling toward inc-eased sutoe
nomy in both their family and non-family rcles, Meowly marrdied
couples arae establishing residence apart from thelr parental
homes cauaing a decline in the frequency of inter~generaticnal
family interzction. There is increased contact through immi-
gration and soclal mobility betwecen members of different
ethnie backgrounds and soclal classes who have contrasting
cultural tracitions of child care. All of these things have
contributed either to the isoclation of the now parent from his
ows cultural traditions of caild training, cr to his expcsure
to differant ways of resring children which present a challenge

to hinm,
12
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13

Tha consequent hroskdown ln tesditisn farcos the modars
parent into ¢reater conscisusness of his childe-rearing
practices and demanmds that he devslos meny assnects of
his roles &s a parent de nove, elther from his own
razorireas or with the assistunce of neowrsnni ouitside hls
family group.i

The impact on parents of the barrage of new knowledge
in the area of child development should not be underestimated.
This knosledge has shown that therd may exlst batter ways of

escribed by tradition, "Insmeasad
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formation a3 glven parenis a wiler hase of undarstandim
o1 which to mrosaed in $hels day by day living with childzan,
Eu: efuzstors and varents aliiy have 3hown sonr confusinn in
anplying this bnosledze,"2 Ay sxamply of this eonfusioa i3

saen ia parental atiitodey toward dis:iplines As parents
revelted agalnst 4he raze Victoslan, authoriiarian attitudes
of parental doninanze in thr family, and 33 clinical evidence
£ 4tha rasulls of repression on children reinforced thelr
concern, many parents besume more awire of & chilld®s need for
ffeedom and experirentation &nd Lecane "pernissive" in regard
to their children, This pornissiveness created new protlams

in many homes} the children’®s bzhavior coften szancd to gat

t

out of bounds, and the ckildren themsalves did not apnear
élways to be a3 happy with their freeima as the parents hid
heped., Today, educstors believe that children nesd guidance

and control &s well as appropriate freedom and independenca,

“om o - lopwille G. Brin, Jrey Fidugaliicon fom Chit! Noaring

. T

(aw Yorks Russell Saage Faandoilon, 15735 De Lre
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2A)ina B, Auerbach, Irends and Techniqusz in Farert
Edyrna®teat A Snlifeal Dok oy [vad TOCK? e A SdBlaCatnlng L703)
oty - b ]

X

Pe o




PR

- —

-

.,
-
»
.9 r.
.4
. . -~

2 -
N
.
- X
. .
c
Ll G
o epa
-4
. .
o
e
- A
»
T HY
{
Y —:
oo
e s

D
-~
.~ P




14

. . N N : e ved 2 - .
Farents ere somotines in dancer of nisinterpreting

and childerearing, If the appliecation oF these {lailngs Zoss
not seen Lo work, parents nay tend to veer awsy froum trust ian
the "experts®™ and in the valldity of scilentiflec knowlecsge.
They may swing back toward the idea that "parenis know bestl.”
They may feel that by Instinct, or meraly by virtue of baing
parents, they will do "the right thing®” on thelr own, There-
fore,

Parent educationt it would seem, has a responsitlility

to help parents learn to use the scund, sclentlitic,

prefessional knowledgs in a creatlve, independent Way,

testing us they ov, and carefully c¢hoozing a specific

epprozch thet they feel i3 valid 1a the 1light cf all the
frformetion they cen cete~

Alns eof Parent Tducati-n

Alms $n a rarent educativn pregran sre varied accor

1ng t7 the needs of Lthe paviliculer parants favelved In the
i ¥

c®

hat Ll

(1)

proJram, Allne Averbagh belleves alm of perent
educativn programs slisuld be to help parents bocone nore
effective as parenis, The sltates that parerts "hneed to galn
undevrstanding nnt oaly of thalr ehildren, thelsr needs and motle
vations st each stagz of thelr development, bul also of theme
selvas a3 parents, {helr own attitudes, f221inys and expactas

2
tions, &nd tha rsle they play L4 the pareni-child rals%ionﬁhipe"4

31?),‘._9‘_., e PPe 2-1036

e ~ar

4alins 0. Aue:bachz £a

ghin Tralatng {Yiew York: CLAJ

apt Canin Tducatldon_and Leadop=

v o gt > PR =Sy 9%
UOLCAaTa U] Pe e







Jovrewe Fronk woites, "tho oozl of parvoert educudilon i3
42 help pavents 4o develop thelz oun ellliftlzg foo onemrdosts

ing eneccesstully with thelr ¢hlldran zathar thaen lookieg o
nthers for ready-made solatilons,

Lawrence Foank Yellaves thel atiltudes of paronis
toward childerearing aze ce ¢ more loportant than knowledse
¢f childerearing, -~ dvice misht be harmfal when 1% resu
in ennfusion and disturhance, % feoels that *ladividuals wrad
time end the sunpoxt of othars to altar Lheir thinking and to
revigse thelr relations,® !''2 also stctas, "in coder to foster
bealthy personallty developmant, 1% 48 olwvl~us that some of
the beliefs, expectatisue and method: of pmaronts must be reo-
vised and &n certain cases very lanaaly supersedad by a new
eriantation, Put ¢his means a genuine alterztion in ouz
culture, reforming cur t=aditlional 1deas so that they ars
ceazontnt with our new kiowladge of child grovwth and derelons

mewb I&

iuie d

' at e X Lol o PP
yhat Vobes Tavend Tduesticn Tffactlve

How can newr knowledse which may result In 2 chance
froum traditlional end hetitual sttitudes toward childerezring
to attitudes rmore in ling with new scientiflic findings be
presented tou paronts?

3

According to Jerome Frask there are two ways {n which
b

Sjerome D. Frank, “iow do Parents Learn?® Child S+tudy,
Xt (1923) pe 14,

SLawsonca K, Frank, *Is Porant Cducatlon Mesessary?®
Child Stuche XWXIZT {1538) pe 15

2T e mew
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hahitual attitudes malutaln thenselroes 4n the face o€ now

exneriences, The firgd wav 8o by Indivijuals eontinually
reinfarcing hahitual gttitudas by unconselinzly eorting ot

from experience only thage asrects whizk stranythan and overs
locking asnacts which contradict. The z2:omd way 1s by indd-
viduals faliing to az% on the hasls 3f new exnorisence even
after 1t has broien theosura o awarareas,  Beasusa of thzse

tendancies, a learainy situztisa rmust have twn nronzrtisss

—

£t must convey informaticn Iniicating tha dasinability of a
chanae and it must create condltions which will lielp to bring

about the changa and make 1% habitual, Jerowe Frank stzte

that for a learning si®uatinn to b2 2ffastive in changing
attitudes,
seeit should k2 perceivad by the learnar as ralevant to
his purmosss so that he besomes iavolved in Lt. It
0l

:s4,_~,<

should challenze his old ideas but qn*mn** him emotion«
ally wnile doing s0., 1t should fuaolv tncen *lV‘& to
analy what he laarnss by n’viﬂg him opnortunities to
test cut his old and nzw attituins an ing>uin the
petter nnres throu"h erasticaecani the morva 4L resembles
the rost of hils 11€3 the battor.!

Pavert Tiugatfon Within the Tacqerative "imoowy Cahnand

A le2arning situation, as ~utlined phowa, may be fourd
within tha frarswnrk of the coopevatliye nursery schosl, Suzh
schoals have as their alm, not onlv ts provide training and
8 happy life for chiliren, but "to provide trairing and ex-
perisnce for the methers that will give them help 2nd greater

pleasure in rearing thelr children."® It is 4n the structure

~4

Jarang Frark, Cn, clt., pe 13,

ry S nls Can

“Frances Unson, "!loa Cooperative Mursae cho
15 XXV (1Q56) p. 11,

Holp Young Familles, lniacgtinding tha Chi
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12 Y

of tha coonerative nursery ashorl that parent eaducation has

29 inteqral nlase and an exiramaly im-ortant fanctlon, These
belliafs concerning the caonzrativs nurserv schonl hava been
exoregsed by many professinazlly tralnad nursery and parent
edusators hut kecsuse the enonerative nursery school moves

ment i3 relatively recen®, th2v ara nnt alwiys zble to support
thelr findings with szientific researche Howaver, the beliefs
they express seem to be scund within the lirits of the irformae
tisn avallable to them,

Olive McVickar writes, "«2 believe that a ecooperative
contzing within its s¥ructure all the elements of the best
poseibla education for voung childmen, What 2 mother learns
to do at schenl she finds she can also do with success at
homae~tha same sort of discipliing, tho same cceative encour-
aqemant, the same solutinng to all the erdinary situations

£ life with childran, For the childron, it means the tree
mandons advantage of consistent walues, the same at home and
st school,*? |

Anna Solf states, YA good nussory school, then, to same
cajree mist always be an extonsion of the home, Though it
cifers axperisncas vhileh tha homa, by its voryv niture, cannnt
effer, it chould not break gharply with all that has gone
baefore {n the child's erxperienze, There sheuld be a contine
uris intarchange of eunarisnece ani cournszel helween parents
and teachers, Teachers must recognize the parentechild

relationships as the cornerstone con whish the child?s 1ifs i3

9018ve B, MeVickar, "Pazent and Child," New York Times
: A “ns 2 -~ ’ hainaaiend
Fasazing {August 13, i%30) p. 36, T

f
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constructed and must undorstsnd the paxt they c¢2a play in
strengthening 1t, 10
A11 this may bae agromplishad thieonugh the paront edu-
cation progran within the coopnrative nurseyy schosl, Vatharine
Whitesida-Teylior states, "o other clingle educeiional medium
secias to have as meny polentialltles for siygnificant parental

and prepazental education as coogerative nursery schools.*id

Daserinting of Codnanative Margary Orohanls

To understund the functlon cf parent cducction within
tha cocenerative nursery school it may be helpful to descrlbe
what 1s meant by thls terms The tarm "cooverative nurcery
schools® primarily means nelchborhood schosls formed through
the inltlative of “en 4o twslve fardlies, with the parents?
cosreratlon not only in the organization and buslness end but
elso in tha elucationsl procasses ¢f quiding the chilidren.
Thesa schools uaually cwvevate on @ half-day busis, five days
a waekx., They are 9g2nerally housed &Ln unused schoolroons,
churches, resreation cerntors, privaie houses, ond a fow have
bulli thelsr »win bulldincs cooporvetively. Typlcally, & oquolifled
toaches §s In full charge eovery dav, Each mother glves one
moxning a week, o» the anount of time scheduled, to assist
the teacher In charvge, or take care of cextain administrative

dutied, Derson and Moustakas in a 1951 survey of nursery

‘ LIS - e, [ AR 4
Wanaa e M. volf, Ih2 Fapent's Manugl {jow Yorks
Simon and Schuster, 1531) pe cive
4 .
1ixatharine W. Taylor, "Cocperative Nursery Schools
Tducats Familles,* Teaghnos Crilogy Bess=d, LIV {1933)
ps 333







5 » % | L ) - Gepm nn s
schoels found thet about 700 of the coonerstives ctudlicd had
mcthore sorvine as asslstent feachers, ond 211 of them indls

cated that thoy derended on penents 1o hzodie echool policies,

-

fund raizing, adininistration and corruinliy rolztions, Tuce
thices ¢f the cooperative nursery schools studisd were private,

irdependent, non=profit orqonlzations with at loast one naid
8 : 2

divector or teacher, The other ona«ihird wore 2771iinted
with verlous communily sgyeucles and oducational fastlitutlioes,

wiich usually provided the housing for the schecl and pald

]
the salary of the director or head teacharet?

: ¥ rooget s v . , s 3
Poneflts of {he Tovperetive “opcery Schosl] 49 Towoode

The cooperative roursory school ssems €5 Lenefit parvents,
especielly mothers, in & nusber of weyse fmong these weys are
the sense ¢f sionificarce end respensibllity mothers gain
thyeuch wezking and participating &n the cooperative program,

i

89 well &s the training In child guidence they rezelve frow

c
TL hae bean said that “lhe Amerlcan mother of veurg
hildren L2 a3 ancemalys chie 43 paront and choreqlrl with
asplrations and offon tralnlng for ethor prefessional oocupa=
tisns,®13 Within the cooparstive nursery school these mothers
m2y find satisfection in the follewing ways. By sciuslly

assistina the teacher in working with the children, the mother

Oﬁ e L 1 -

1203 a2k E E. ioustakes and Aﬁnnig Perrlin Nzrson, The
INrsery S:hoa; and Chitla Crra Centars (Now Yorks White &e Inc,
Any Sl Tam Marrod arnc Parern o et Sa
ani allliam JT‘J_L.,r, and ‘i AR y 20 PDe Lo

"Croip Procasies In

13vary waldrop any Quth Splejel,
tainding tha Ohtld, XKW

2 Canmunity Mursary School,¥ Luians
(155%) pe 14,
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herself often becomes semieprofessional in har handling of
oroup sitvations, Py doing verious adrministrative jobs in
connection with the running of the school and serving on
committees she applies her enorgles and talents to something
beneficial outside of the family. T[ut the key fastor, accord-
ing to Waldroo, seems to be, "that the jobs mothers do and
the roles they play strengthen thelr compestence, ¢cive them
real status and increase their sense of signi{icance.”14
" The outlet which parent cooperative nursery schools afford
for young mothers seem to be of inestimable value. Young
mothers who have had careers, or who have participated
aztively in cormmunity affairs, with the coning of children
find themselves cut off from outlets for their special
abilities and interects. Many mothers razport that thelr
ahsorption in the service possibilities which exist withe
in a cooperative has given them a sense of siconificant
contributions to a worthwhile community venture while

permitting them to continue to carry satisfactorily
their responsinilities to their own chlldren and fanilies.

15
Frances Upson states that, "among the means of relieve

ing the young mother's conflicts none offer more definite,

specific help than a cood cooperative nursery school,,.lere

the young mother 1s given food for thought; here she has soclal

contacts that make life pleasanter; here is a place where she

can use meny of her skillss here her child is safe and happy,

N V£
s0 she can have relaxed time for shonping, visiting, etc, "0

Dorothy Kaufmanl7 conducted a descriptive study of the

14 Ihid, o Do 15,

15k, D. Wann, "Some Values and lleeds of Cooperative
Mursery Schools," Understanding tha Child, XXV (1956) pe 46.

: 16Upson, op, cit., pe 10

- .. 17Dorothy I'rennan Ksufman, "A Descrintive Study of the
Coonerative Nursery liovement in Hichigan,' Discsertetion Absiracts,
XVIII (1933) pe 2077,
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cooperative nursery schools in lMichigan and found that tha
advantaga parents most often cited for belonging to a coopera=-
tive nursery was that of self-fulflllment, Both parents and
teachers cited more cains occuring for parents from tha coopera=-
tive nursery school experiencze than for childraen, These gains
wera "the ability to relax tensions in the famlly situation
and a better understanding of children.“13

Anéther reason why the parent edugation program within
the conperative nursery school is impertant, is becsuse it
oives parents information and reassurance they need concerning
their children, Children at three and four years of age are
showing definite signs of having a will of their own that often
goes counter to wishes of peers, parents and other adults.

Many parents feel inadequats and not happy with their work as
parents, This point in the famlly 1lifa cycle is clearly a
*teachable moment," a time when parents need information and
reassurance,

Increasing opportunity 1s also given both parents and
children to cain in confidence. Such confidence can and often
does start through learning to appreclate each child as a
human personality worthy of respect,

Elizabeth Hearly Ross has sald that we gain in confidenca
as we can relinquish the need to "get the answers.," Learn=
ing to recognize that a number of cdifferent solutions to

a problem may all be correct 18 not an easy process for
many, but when parents and teachers are trying honestl

to find all possible causes of frustration and conilic

and of mutual respect, crowth 13 a natursl result. As
parents cain in thelr feeling of acceptance by other

parents and the staff they are better able to relax, and
to enjoy their own children as well as other children and

181p1d., pe 2077
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adults. In this atmosphere growth can take place, Such
parents, who feel good about themselves and truly enjoy
an3d raspect thelr children, are ready and able to take

on responsibilities for assoclations keyend thermselves,
ani maz take an_gctive part in the next school experience
of their child.l?

Mathods of Farent Fducation Used in tha Cooperatlive Nursery

ocnood

There are many different methods of parent education
utilized in the cooperative nursery school. All of these
methods may in some way help parents to develop healthy
attitudes toward chlild=-rearing. A discusslon of theso diff=-

erent methods will follow,

Orientation

As a mother begins her experlence with a cooperstive
nursery school there 13 usually som2 typae of orlentation
program. In some c¢oonsrative nursery schools a thoroughe
going coursex%u:sery school education is recuired of paresnts
before they may enroll their children in the cooperative,
unless the mother has already had such trainings This coursae
§s followed by workshops, concisting of demonstrations of
technicques and procedures, and some opportunity for practicae
in a2 demonstration centers In some cities this baslc course
has been expanded to about fifteen twoehour lecture~discussion
meetinnsj required reading in child development, child guldance,
and nursery education; and a similar amount of recorded

observation on children®s group interactions in nursery schcol.

, 1%Norma Perry, "Perscnal Crowth of Parent Participants
in Cooperative Nursery Schools,® Understanding the Child, XXV
(1956) Pe 12,
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It 13 concluded by a written examination. Those completing
the work recelve cectificates.<C Some ccoperatives have been
forced to cffer an "on the job" tralning program for teachers
and parents of the coonerative nursery schocl beszuse of the
shortags of quallfled teachars, This 13 accompanied by cone
tinued in-service training.zl In some grouns a special
groun conferance for new mothers is arranged at the beginning
of each term, or rore oftan if as many as four or five parents
are in the process of entering at one time. This glives the
mothers a chance to meet each cther ani gain security from

realizing there sra cthers at the sama beginning stage, and

: ~
t5 ask cuestions sbout what has been seen and what 1s to come.”

Other cooneratives ray have a very short oriantationlperiod
where the parent has an indiviZual conferenze with the teacher
befofe her first particination day and learns ahr»it the school
and what 1s raquirad of hore Thon a doy of cbservation~w111
ba arranqged when the mothe= can ohserve the teacher, the |
parent assistants, and the children, without partizipating
hargelf, If sh2 has any questisns a teacher will be availatle

to ¢iscuss these with her,

Observation

Obgserving a trained nursery school teacher work with

"

20y atharine W, Taylon, Pargat £oao:
Scheols (MNew Yorks Bureau of Publicatlcs
Soiuitois Undversity, 1954) pre 61-8

zlwenvy Prandt, "Teaining Teachers and Parents for
Cosperative Nursecry Schoolsy® lindem=danding the Thild, XXV
(1956) Pe 6.

2

2274ylor, Panant Cooporatdye thwesary Schools, ppe 87=C%
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the children is 3 valuabla form of parent education, Through
obsarving the taacher, the mother laarns about the philesaphy
of the nurmsory school and how tha tralned tsacher reacts to
individual problems, adminlstars discipline and encoursces
tha 1adividual child, etc,

In a cooperative thora 13 also tha opportunity to
profit frnm absorving one’s owa child with other children.
"rarent's ave not 5o threatoned by thelr own child's banavier,
or 'misbehavior' when thay hava the chanca 4o see others

behaving in a like ranner."“

Participation
Participation, as well as observation, in the nursery
school forms a very important part of the program to the
parent, without being much aware of the process, the mother
fe learning about indivicdusl cifferences and similarities in
c¢hildren in their physical and emotlonal development, language
development, smount of heln and supervision necessary, atten-
tion span, ecuipment used, and approaches to children.<%
Through particlpatlon uncder skilled tnachers, a mother
has 21 opportunity for chssrvation and Surther unders
standing not only of her own child but of young chilcren
In conoralesei bacomess surar and wore rolazed in hex
- attitudes as she learns what children are really like
at varisus arciesesonsitivities end insishis ara barn,
often new attitudes taken on, which_are valusbla to the
hu*hﬂP both at ho 2 and at schoole=?

Per icipatisn in the pcrative nursery school procram

- Brperry, loc, city
24prardt, log. ci

25f‘yw~ "«r)«r-vn 11-31_-.) ‘f'-sncgav-\’ S "-un*-& ilv@ s _r\'nin 8
Marylandt ql‘i'ﬂ.‘ GoLAlgs AUJI.‘.;C.C‘Y RTHER 1, Im... 1'}49 po 130
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was fzl? to be sa important by the parents studied by Dorothy
Kaufman, that they did not favor a connectizn with public
education because thay fearad they wauld loss the eppertunity

n,
ta participate 1a the school program.“é

Interaction of Farents

Interaction of parents with each cther 1s another
{mportant part c¢f the program. Throuch shering experiences
with other parents, they become better able to accept their
own children, themselves, and other children and their parents.
They gain an increasing sppreciation of the very important
truth that, until you truly like and respect yourself, your
ability to enjoy and appreciate cthers is very limited.
Another way in which parents interact within the cooperative
nursery school is in obtaining and maintaining equipment.
Many cooperatives have a practice of enrolling the whole
family &n a cooperative instead of just the childs The father
i1s often expected to take part in "work parties™ where Dads
get together and refurblsh old equipment and make new equipe
mente Work partlies where the mothers get together and mend
doll clothes, maka curtains, and work at other things to make
the nursary school more attractlive are slso common. These
work partiss aras valusble as soclal experiences for perents
who perhaps rarely have a chance to get out of their homes and
meet others with children of the sane aje who are copiag with
some of the same problems in child-ra2aring,

Other activities wiilch require tho interaction of

2OKaufman, 1oo, clit.
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parents may bes recrulting new participants; arranging the
scheduls for assistanis to the teacher; collesting feesy take
ing care of xeray reportsy cilild health exominations; enrcll-
ment agreements; koeping a library; keeping tho premises
claen and ordarly; planning evaning meetings, as wall es

cthsrs.27

Meetlngs

Another method of parent education is through planned
meetings. These meetings may be in the form of ln-scrvice
training, held weakly, biemonthly, or monthly according to
the needs of the parents. They may be of a discussion typse
where the parents study and prepare to discuss relevant topics,
Professional people in fields related to child development
may be invited to speak or appear on a discussion panel. A
film or a play may be presented to stimulate discussions.

Some of the meetings may bae of a general nature when all pare
ents having children in the cooperative nursery school are
invited, while others may be of a more specific nature when
only mothers in a certain aroup would meet to discuss topics
of particular interest to that group.

Another type of meeting which §s a valuable method of
parent education is the workshop meeting, wihen the preseniziion
and use of certaln typas of materials and equipment are demon=
strated by the teacher and/or groups of motherse. "Oftan the
mothers themselves take the place of the children in fingere

painting, music and rhythm, clay, block-building, housekeeping

27Brandt. oDs ci%sy pe Be
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play, drzmatic play, rature etody, ate, Noi enly di the
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child's activities and Interssis for one dey, a week or even

@& mointi. Alse, it appeared that pareats ware frsquently
concerned with the transition foom home to school and with 4he
health and protection ¢f the chlld., The teacher more often
took the cuve from the parent {or pursuinrg the discussion, tals
indicated the parent’s Interest in learning more about the
developnent of her chlld,

It is the practlce of sonmo cooperative nursery schools
to have a short discussion period wiih th2 parents who were
sssisting that day immediately aftar each nursery schesl
session. In this way the parents have a chance t¢ ask the
teacher questions cancerning specifiic incidents of behavior
they obse=ved that day, as wall zs guestions concerning thelr
own childs, This i3 also a vary helpful way for parents and

teachers to get to know arnd unde-stand e¢ach cther,

Parent~Teacher Conferences

A related form of this phase of parent education is
the private conference cf parerts and teachers regarding the
pareat's child., If & teacher feels that pazents should be
notifled concarning the behavior cof their child, or if the
teacher 1s interested in finding cut more about & paxticular
child in cxrder tn urnderstand hinm, sha m2y arrang? the mesting,.

Likewise parents wanting help in understanding their child or
) %

]

{

his progresas in school may arrange the conference,
Katharine Whites'de~Taylor suggests that an individual

conference bztwean the teacher and parent regarding each child

Slpaandt, los, clt,
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§s such an Important espect of puront elducetiosn that one
should be held st lesst once euach torm regurdless of whether

t 4s egqually as ime

[ ¥
s
3
P

any "problems™ hove crisens ZShe foe
portant to discuss positive as negative zzpests. Concerning
reports she sucyssts, "a {older should be kept oa esch chlid
containing written observailons end anesdotes absut him made
by bath toacher and coopersting mothers, and &ny pictures he
has made that have net already been teknn homessefi wirltten
sunmnary of the major pelnta in each child?'s develspment

should be provided piarents by the teasher every terme "2

Library

Arother Srmpoxtent acp2ct of pavont educstilon is
information galned throush reading hooks and panmphlets nade
aveilable to the paroents at the cooparative nursery schools.
Many schools have thelr own library, which {3 a valuable
asset to the mothers, Clher schools that are riot s> fertunate
a2s to have a library may provide recomncnded reading lists

of books which may bs obtalned at the public library,

1Lzlng thelr need foo continuing eduvcaticn and

g

for help in other areas ¢f thelr work, some groups of paraat
ccoperatives heve forrmed councils or federatlsans, The pure
poses of a council may be to exchange informaticn and services
through $ts newsletter, to hold regular meetings of delegates

from each school and to arrange panel discussisns for cumpare

32Teylox, Dazant Cosperstlve Muwmsomy Sehinols, ope €lfe,
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ghie efficers from exch school who meet Lo try to solve their

cumann problams or, st Ivest, to Jiscover thal kindred spizits
3

W

o™

ar2 struzeling wila tham, too. suacils ava ciso 3kl to
roevide garvices that the schools cannet handle individually.
sach a8 a ¢nhlild suidante «linie whare leadlig pedlsato-icisns,
psychiatelsty, clinlcal psycholosists, educators and ccuncil
representatives may ho avallsble {22 eonsultation,

Boathily bulletins ox newslettars put oubl by councils
and/sr individual schools, carrying asws of activities and
1istinys of educational opportuniiles and sesvices, ¢an be
of genuine value, Surma of these contain comments by teachers
and committee chalrmensy cuotations from bcoks or articles;
summaries ef talks cr dlscussions given for various groupsg
srecific Instructions, such zs for raklisg fiszerpsints ox
drumgt or nrctes on rew c¢hildoen®s kooks, records, sonss, stc,3?

The preparziion of a menual by & specific group in a
cruncil may be of value iIn cryitallizlng findince, focusing
thought, evaluating procedures, ralising standards, and duves

Xizatiors has

hu

lepdng @ philosophy., "Although reading such po

vnd-ulted educatlon valur,eseavin mnre Intarsive edicallion

. _ ) s i
comes to these who cowplle and wolte suceh a manuale™?

aods In Far

e

e T2us3tisn

w

n3s3anel Ttudlies cf Mat

Although there are nunmerous ways in which parent

Coorerativa hu:sé“y
(1“.)6) Pe 15,

34’3"‘0r Parent Ceopernntive Ihirsory Tchools, ODs Cites

p. 102,
351ved., pe 103,
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education s carried on 1n & cocporative nmursery schoel, thera
have been feo sclontific rozearch studles concorning the effcce
tiveness of certaln mat
othier methads, Clara Tucker sugoests tha’t YEa meisure the
f€ectlivencss of a parent edusatlon prorraus, signiflcance
shiould ba attsched t3 chonges found ia parenis' knonledoe and
zeitudes &n the mathods of oeeling the problens of chlld

guidance."36

*

ies have attennied €0 measure the

{908

A nurber of stud

"
I

oa pregvans by measuvring & change

‘-l

effectivaness of porent educatll
$a knowledoa practizes asd ettltedes cf parents toward child

develcpment and child rearing,

Yazel Sch&u537

made a3 study in 1534 to cowmpare and
datarnine experimeatally the results ¢f teaching the sane
parent education subject material to two groups by differant
methodse~lecture and study discusalo: ‘2515 w2re given hoafore
fnstrustion bggan and again at the end, It was fouad that
both had ralsed their scores on the informaiion tests, but the
tests on changes of practices did not indicats ilmposrtant

differences.

35c1ara Tucker, “A Study of rutherf' Praztices and
Childrents ngtivities {n a Coop»rativa Hursery School,”

-. 3 » s, b Ke o~ [3
Iaf"hn~% Colisoe Contributiung hu,&v¢;3 No, 812, Teachars

“'11?”@‘, k.:u—lb(-m.’la L{»Z:f Eéi‘i’;“q;:‘u; o 1o i

371521 Snencas Schaus, "an .xpa‘imental Investigation
of Yothods in Terant [ducstion,™ Ynlverslt Towa auudi >3
§a Papont Fdus2tjnn I, VI (1232) One Tlr-i38e
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Cuan Andsew™o in an exparirent designad 40 Llast the
effantiveoness of tha workshop method In teacking mentala
hoalty Informatlion —ogarding children used four teochnicues
of presentstion? lacture, rvecordings, poanel discussion, and
film. Of tha four methods the lacture tyue of prasantation
seomed to ba the most 2ffective, end the rocoidings were
ranksd sacond, The werkshop mathod using thesze four tache
nigues was alsy found 4o be an effectlive nethod of teaching

since paxticipanis scored significantly higher cn the final
test ia ralation to the prelisminary test than Jid the control
Group.

In contrast to the above findings Cwen Andrew, et al.39
found no slignlficant changns in the LInformatlon and knowledge
0% mothers attending a dlscusnion group ¢oncerning tha deve
elopnental prodblems of children, when these mothers! scores
on a test glven at the beginning 2nd end of the sexles ware

comparad to tha scores of mothers in a control ¢rouda

Iad TS p . S
Change Yn Practlcess
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daveleped an instrument o
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SOTwen Andrawg *A Study of ‘“a Effostivenass of a Worke
shon Pethod for Mental Pealth Dducatlion,™ Montal “hwileqe,
4) ppe 297273,

o~
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s 3ol
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Omen Andieew, Joha Pacl SILILLs and Vernia A. Sichman,
"Utllity of the Omall Oroupn Dlscunsioa Mrthod a3 Practical in
certal n Fonlied Setilsgs,™ Angwigan Joumnal of Tublls Moalth,
L, past 1 (1932} po. EHTe

“OLots M. Jack, "A Device for tha Msagurenent of Parant
Attitudes and | e"*ir¢” " «f'wﬂr:it? ¢f Toa Thoilen in Parant
Iduzatien I, VI (1972) pp. 157-14%
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to Increase thelr peonilssivenzss In discipline, srowl
variety and apgpropeistenzss of crestlve matorlals and encoune
zoe bretiter understarding cf "process over produckt.®™ However,

health practices had heen estsblished po
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gcheel experience &nd there was almast ro changa follisuing tha
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nurseny sherl ex Xparlinliad,s

Chanya 1a Alhitudues
& vevlew vl the litersture gxoms L0 Indloate o
effectivericss of parent educziion progrenms in ¢hanging knowe

cod e ; . DR IV P P T a3 W% 2V S e < a3
ledoe 8nd cractices of persmos towend thale chlilisen,  However

IR} - .
Aldera Yo Fomorace, A

SRVRTE ea of S2lacted Child
Ranring F:act;cn" ef Ceeperative hunsery Schiool Varents Refove
aad After jlursery Schrol Attendanue of Thild,® {(wnpublished
Lagtor?s thasls, Misclaam Stave Unlversity, i;i?}
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$mpartant the knowledys end practicas of parents toward
children seems to Yz, Lawrcnca Frank sugzests that it is the
attitude: of parents toward chlld-rezrsing thst are perhaps
most Immortzat 1a Influcacinz 2 ¢hild?s pewsonallity develeps
ment,

Az mentionad previsusly, Tyler sugzasts four ways
sttitudes comronly devzlop o shanye in indlividaalsd Tlrst
thraugh the 3331nllatlizn from the environaaal; sessnad threugh
the amctional effact of cartaln kiads of ewpariences; third,
through dizect intelloastual prosessesi and fourth through
tranatic axperlienzes, Tarenl educatioa seons to offor exper=
fences in the flrst thrse of those four wayse

Two studies scen to be especlally concerned with the
changas in the attltudes of Individuzls teoward ehlild guidance
through assimilation from the environment,

snowed that

o

L]
B
c
4]
3
®

The first ctady by Jarshal
classroca teachlag modifles ths atitltudes of iIndividuel students
toward apnrovel and acqeptance of childrarn,

The second study Ly Yalters snd Fisher®> Indicsted
that ovar & tws year roriod thers was a change in the stilivdes
toward chtld oculdance of individuale maforing in child dovelope

ment, This ztudy suggested that elnge e2iliudes continue to
1

change when $astructisn 1s provide

o

42w, ®, Marshall eh 2l liod! figa fon ¢f Studart Attlita.
udes on Cuidance of Ch21d%an ~cales Th oujh Classroom Teachs
ing," Jowrsnal of Yoma Toonyales, LIX \L?as) pPRes 185336

433, Walters and C. Fleohew, "Changes in the Attitudes
ef Young Vomen tosand Chilld Culdencs over a Two Year rerind,”
Seurnal of ytinaal Teseareh, LII (195E) ppe 115-118.
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mothers? childerearing attitudcs were related to nursery
schonl contact, The Parental Attlituda Resosrch Instrument
(PARI) was given to threa greouns of motherss 1) a control
group of mothers attending a library story hour, 2) 8 group
of mothers having their eldest chili attending a private
nursery schocl and 3) a croup of rothers hovirg their eldest
child attending & coonerative nursery scrocl, At the end

of the six month perlod the PATI was scaln adininistered to

o3

these mothers and the degree cof chanos wes measureds The

8]

findincs indicated that, 1) over a six ronth poriod, there
were not many sicniflcant chances in mothers? attitudes recard-
inqg child=raaring practices, 2) a chanze in attitucde was found
only in the school crouvns, 3) the cocoperative schools?! exner=
fence was the most effactive in channing attitudes and 4) the
scales that focused on sttitudos of childerearing found in

the liatz-nal Overnrotection syndrome chenoed rost often in
ettitude response, The chance of attltudes within th
cooperative nursery school group was contributed to the unicua
structure of the small group of mothers in trne cooncrative,
the intardonendence of tha moihers, the opportunity to know
and teach young children cther than their own, and the home=
school relatlonshirs which rurtured ketter understendings and

knowledga of child crowth and develovrent.

N
(7
lj
B
‘Y

This revier of litcratura includes the opinions of
professional people in child development and parent education
and the few sclentific research findincs in this greas It

scems to Indicate that parent education is a valueble part of
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the cooperative nursery school program. The results of
this program may be seen in chanjes {n the attitudes, prace
tices, and knowledge of the parents participating in proe
grams of perent education toward bettsr understanding of child

developnent and childercaring,
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CHUAPTER IIX
PRACEIURE

Selection of Insirurmant

Tre Parental Attitude Research Instrumont

The Parental Attituds Reseerch Instrument, the PARI,
Final Form IV, was chosen as the instrument to obtain the data
on tnhe mothers! attitudoes toward child=rearing. See Appendix B.
An attitude scale, the PARI, was seclected for the survey of
vercalized attltudes. Othar methods often used to rmeasura
psrontal sttitudes, such as direct ohservations, interviews,
case studles or controlled laboratory methods did not seem
feasitle for vse in this study and so were rejected, The
PARL scala was selectad because of the rellability of the items
as tested by internal consistency and testeretests and beccuss
of noting the wida acceptance of this instrumant ainong resear=
chers in child development as a measure of parentzl attitudos
toward child-rearing,

The PARI was developed around 1925 by Carl S, Schaeferxr
and Richard Q. Pelll at the Mational Instituts cof liental Health,
Pethesda, laryland, Theories of parental influence upon

development of children and a review of previnus research had

Earl S. Schaefer, and Richard Q. Pell, "Development
of a Parental Attitude Research Instrument," Child Dovele-mant,
XXIX (1958) ppe 335-361,

42
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indicated to them the need for the development of a s?t of
homogeneots m2asuras of psrental sttitudes, They seléqtad a
set of 32 concepts or cateycries from ftom croupings whl;h
had shown high discriminating vowez in the studies of Maggz
and Shoban,3 Categories wihich were most discriminating wei?
those of unhealthy or pathogenic attitudes, A test composed\
entirzely of pathogenic scales left many mothers dissatisfied.x
Therefore, to improve the psychological satisfaction of res-
pondents, soe-called "Rapport" scales of Equalitarianism, Come
radeship and Sharing, and Encouraging Verbalizatlion were
included in the PARI in spite of their relatively low reli-
ebility and poor discrimination, Attituds scales of five to
ten items wera developed to measure the original 32 categories
and the three "Rapport® scales.

Forms I, II, and III ware trizl forms for testing
the reliability of the items, Interncl consistency reliability
coefficients wero calculated for the five-item scales as well
38 testeretast reliabilities. In general, the relizbilities
in both methods were considered to be satisfactory., The five
most reliable items for 23 scales woere selected for the Flnal
Form IY, The items within a scale are cyclically arranged so
that the first subscale includes items 1, 24, 47, 70, and 93,
the second subscale ftems 2, 25, 43, 71, and 94, etc. Factor

analysls of the PARI scales plus the internal consistency and

23, C. Yark, "The Attitudes of the lothers of lale
Schizophrenics Toward Child Pahavieor,” Jousnal of Ahnoroal
and Social Psvehnlaav, XLVIIX (1233) ppe 1o5=1ET

3shoben, gp. cite







a2
testerotest reliabilities gavae evidonce that the scales mea=-
sure discrote sttitudes,

Schaefer and R2ll adninistored their test to student
nurses, primiparae snd rultiparae mothers with the same specs
1fic sot of directions. The forms remiired circling "A" for
strong agreement, "a" for mild azreemznt, "d® for mild dise
agreanent, "0® for strong disagrecment, Welants wore then
ascigned to the response catejories, 4,3,2,1, respectively,

A scale score was the sum of the ltem weightse

As yet the validity of this test as a measurement of
parental attitudes has not been establishad, A number of
studies using the instrument have been completed, but no
predictive valldity studles have been carried out, Iowever,
Schaefer and Pell cite a number of studies® as evidence to
support the probablae validity of this gencral approach to the
study of parentechild relatlionships., The authors also state
that "the content validity or the adaquacy of tha concepts of
parental attitudes toward childerearins can be determnined by
attemnting to add concepts which would add new variance to
measurament of this domaln, Adequate evidsnce of the construct
validity of these scales must be based upon research on various

correlates of these measures."5

.y

Explénation of the Attitude Scales on the PAR
There are 23 attitude scales includad in the PARY

questionnalre, Twenty of these attitude scales are expressad

45chaefer and Bell, ¢pe cits, ppe 341=344,
SIbide, pe 3334 K
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in such 8 way that the lowver the score oa the lters within
the scale the more soclally acceptadbla is the score on the
attitude scale., Tares cof thz attltude scoles, which hava
been called "Repposrt™ scales, contain Lftews sltatod In such @
way that the hi-her the scora on the Ltemns within the scale
the more soclally acceptable Is the score on the attitude
gscale, In order to Tacilitate the 1lnlergratatlion of scores
on tha attitude scales in this study Lhz wrliter in hoer
description of scales reversed the nama of the three "Rapport"®
scales from Cncourscing Verbalizetlioen, Egualitarfanism, and
Comracdsship and Sharing, to Discouraging Verballzation, Une
ecualitarienism, and Lazk of Comradeship and Sharing. The
runber values assigned to the responses ware alsos roversed,
Thus, 21l low szores consistently indicate a sinmilar degres
of soclal acceptability,

The 23 attitude sc3ales on the PARI cuestionnaire are
8s followss

1. Discourazing Verballization Scales Items 1, 24, 47,
and 70 are concerned with the mothor's feeling in regard to
pernitting her child the 1icht ts exprsss his ldeas asnd opine
forns and to respect him for these opinlcns even if they ars
in conflict with her owne Item G3 1s councerned with whether
a ¢hild can depend on his parent's love when he is in troukble,
Even though this item has a slightly different context it
still measures the trend of discouragcing verbalization, since
@ child, fearins he might lose his mother's love because of
the trouble he is in, may not tell hex of thils trouble,

2. Fostering Dependency Scalet Items 2, 25, 48, 71,
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and 94 measure a wother’s atéltude tuward exposing her child
to ¢'inos that may prove to be difficult or discouraging for
him,

3. Seclusion of the Mother Ccolet Itens 3, 25, 49,
72, and 95 deal with the fecling that the mother is and should
be tied to her hom2 and children end this should be her only
souxce of satlsfaction and happiness,

44 Preaking the i1l Scclet Items 4, 27, 5C, 73, end
96 reasure the opinion of mothers that children must be taught
early that the parent is "the boss."

% Martyrdom Scales Items %, 28, 51, 74, and 37
raflect the attitude that the mother gives up everything,
inciuding her own happiness, for her children. This scele
secms to be related to the Seclusion of the Mother Scale.

6. Feaxr of Harming the Boby Scalei Items 6, 29, 52,
75, and 95 deal especlally with Insecurity of rothers in thelr
role 3s & mother. This appliies more to mothers of infants
than of prescheool e¢hildren but in {he latter cese it may ree
flect 8 mother’s continuing Insecurity carried over {rom when
the child was younger.

7. Marital Conflict Scales Items 7, 30, 53, 7¢, and
69 are concerned with iha conflict beiween the husband and
wife, and would not nacessarily be subjezt to chanjge through
participation or interest in a cooperative nursery school
except indirectly, as for example by allowing the mother some
free time when hexr child is not demending her zttention,
clving her a sense of responsibility outside ¢f the home,

or merely throuch gssociation with other families interested
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in the cooperative nursery school,
3e Striciness Scales Itess S, C1, 24, 77, and 1S
messure the attitudle that a strict mouther i3 3 kind mother

who preperes her child for future happinesse

. ritandliily Scale tems 9, 32, S5, VE AQ
9. Irritalll 1 Items 9, 22, 55, 7€, and 191
maasure the motiar's atiitudae that raising children is nerve

wracking and that mothers have & richt to bz irritable,

ide Excluding Outside Influence Scaier! Iltsng 10,
33, %6, 72, and 122 measure the feeling of mothers that children
must Iook to thelir parents énd no one else for the direction
cf thelir behavise aad for theizr thougnis,

11, Dleification Scales: Items 11, 34, 57, £J, and
103 measure the depth of a mothar’s {fealirng that respect for
parents is a child’s sacred duty, This scale is closaely re-
lated to the txcluding Cutside Influences Scale,

12s Supnression of Acoressicn Scaley Items 12, 35,
53, 81, and 104 measure the degree o¢f dlsconfort that a mother
{feels resarding the physicel agcression expressed in her child's
behavior,

i3s TRejecilan of the liomamaking Role Scaleld Itens 13,
3¢, 59, €2, and 1C5 are concernad with the fecling that the
mother i3 tied to the home and canns>t do anything fo» hez cwn
pleasura, This scale %s eclnsaly roletyd 2o the Saclusion of

he Mother and the llaxtyndom Sgales,

14, Unermalitaxlaniesm Scales Iteme 14, 37, 60, 83,
and 106 measure one aspect of parantal maturlty or immaturxity
!n farily relationzhins, as showun through respect for the

wishes of the chilid,
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15, Approvel of Actilviiy Scules Itens 19, I8, €1,
84, and 107 measurg ithe oplilea that <he hapulest chilld is
£ mast active and shouldd nersor be 3il3wad o wa:zty a rinute,
15, Avoldance of Comnunication Sezles Izems 16, 39,
02, 85, und 173 Indizate 3 nother’s willlingneszs or lack of

A

willingnesy to kaow and yeospect the Lhoughte ef her child,

17, Iaconsidevatenass of the dHusband Szalses tams
17, 42, €3, 853, and 179 Indicszie the poiher’s fesling thet

hushands shouid be moure kind and sce2pt their share of recpons
edbility in vagard £o the children, walch would in turn make
+he mother?s Jobn casiexs
18, Sunpressicn of Jeruallty Scaled Itenz 13, 41,
65, 87, 31 110 mueasare @ mothwd's atlituds toward sax kindwe
ladoe, bohavlor and curlesity which chilldren display,

19, lfscandones of the Mothear Uceales Ttams 19, 42,
¢S, €2, and 111 rmoeacure the nother’s focllipg that 1t 8s the
duty n€ the mother to be {he hesd ¢f the hoosehold end toke
the resporedblilty unon berself for 1ts mest elficient fungs
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20, Intrvsiveness Scul
132 pocevre the bellel thsat the rmother hus & richt to know
everything that gows o &n her
Jtems
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21. Yomsconradeshlp an
21, 44, €7, ©0, and 113 reasure the attlituds ¢f mothers to
discourzae a cooperstive, frisndly, and sharing relatlonchip
betwzan pareonts and children,

22, Acceleration ¢f Developant Stxies Items 22, 43,

€62, 91, and 114 mozsure a mother's attitude tewsrd an infant
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in Lansing, kichigan,
All cf the speclalizts have advenced training in child
devslopnentis cnr2 has a doctoral degres in family relations
and child developmany; seven hava master's dojress i ehdld
devalopment, psychclsgy, or a related field; orne is a candidate

fcr the master's degree in child devalepranty and cre hzs haid
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27 hours cof graduite work in chil
hozd education as well as a vast kbackground of experience in
teachirs and diresting nurssry s~2h2ols,

AL the tims of the stuldy, nlns of thzse peonle wors

teschilng and/or directirg in a nursery s:heol, Thalr eluti=

i
~
s

Lacis

£
[
%)

e

il of experience, which inzluZed froa twos Lo

-~
4

[S K

tion ar
more than Z0 years of working with nurecry schools, day care
centers, settlement houses, as wsll &s tezchirng child dovelop»
ment and fanlly 1ife at the university level, wzse corsldered
adequate to cqualify them ta serve as child d

ists.

*“-\ a . - ) - 2z ?
ina memers cof the faculty of Michigan State University

weres Dr, wWiliiam Marshall, Asscclate Frofessor of Child leve
elopment and Family Life; Miss Dorothy Ruszsell, Instructer in
Child Deveiouvment and Lirector of the Laboratory Frescnooiy Mrs.
Josephine Cudyn, Jnstructor in Child Development and Tcachex

ia the Laboraiory freschocly Mys., oiane Hanson, Instzucicr in
Child Development and Teaciner 1n the Labeoralsiy rreschooly siss
Bettie Sue Torrey, Insiructor in Child Develcpment and Teachar
in the Laboratcry Freschools wmiss Petny Garlick, Direcior and

Teacher in Spertan Wursery Schnoly Mrs, Vera Loxosase, Instr-

uctor in Child l'evelcpment and Teacher in Spartan Hurssry

Schooly Miss isziella Alkman, Teacher In Spartan Nursery School
-~

and Mrs, Jeanne Lifsnhin, Graduate Assistant ana Teacher in
Cpartan Nursery School, Mrs, Ruth Richardscn, Dirscter of

to2 Community Nursery Scheel in Lansing, Michican was the tenth
menbar of the panel of ¢hild developmant specialisis,

-
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3, 2, or 1, the lowest number indicating the most soclally
Cusardvie attitudes The sum of the scale scores was comnuted
for each specialist and mean scale scores for each of the 23
attitude scales were comput2d, The mean scale scores wera
used as the criterion of socially desirable paresntal attitudes
tonaxd childerearing.

The specialists individual scale scores and the group

#edn scaie scores on the 23 attitude scales are recorded in

Ce
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Method of Selsction

Tha mothers selac4ted to p%xtf:‘pa*e in this stid
werea mothars of preschool ehildres {iwu and one-half vears
to five years of as2) who wers living in university housing
frr married students, Three grours of rncthers were used
ia this study,

Group A consisted of mothers who had a child ene
rollad in Spartan Mureery Scheel and had participated in
the program for st least three terms, A sanple of 20 mothers
was dzown at raandowm from tha lisit of mothers meating this
criterion, These mothers all had had zxperienze with the
parent education program in a cooporative nursery szhool,

Group B consisted of mothers who had made applicae
tion to enroll their child in Spartzn Mursary S52ho9l, were
on the walting list and had not had previocus expnerisznce in
a parent cooperative nursery schissl elscwhere. Seventeen
mothers met these criteria. Thez2 mothars conncsed tha
group who had not had previous experiurze with the parent
education program but had expressed an intsrest in a coop»
eratlve nursery schecl,

Group C concsisted =f mothers who 213 not have a child
enrvlied and had made no application to have him enrolled
in a couoperative nursery schovl, & sample of 20 mothers who
had preschool chlldren was drawn av rancom foom the file of
mazrlad students Jdving in valrvevsiiy hsuzing., The mothers
in this aroup had not had experlence ncr hed ithey indiceted

an interest in a cooperative nursery school.
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Doscription cf the Subjesis? Famillew

The fowilios in the +thres graups were vary similar
with raspect to the pothers? ratlonailvy, age of mother awd
father, edurational backjuvourd of pothar and fainew, the
mmber of molners who werd students or were galriully ems
nloved, the nuwider avl adas of tha ¢hiidren 1a {ihe famlllies
and <he nccupaiion the fathenr was planning to pursue at the
emnlarting of hls adozatien, See Tablae 17,

Fifty~six rothzrs gave desceriviive information about
their farilizz, (Information wes nct avallable for one
family)

Furtyeaine moihers were borm Lo the United States,
Otker plazas of blreth mentloned were Conada, Beezil, Encland,
Myetraliz, and Demmark. All of the mothars could speak, raad
snd urderstand English,

The rga verce of the mothers wos frowm 20 to 36 years
and the age rznce f5r the fathers was from 21 to 39 years.
The wedi:n ere for the fathers in all agrcups was approximetely
one trn twe yaers cluzr than the median agse for Lhe mothers.
The madizn 2ge for the mothers and fathers in Croup A was
epproximataly three to four years older than the medlan age
for the mothiers and fathers in Group B or Croup C.

- nly one mother i the threeegroups was a8 doctoral
candidate, five mothers either had their master's degrees o2
wers working on them, Twentyeeight muilhers had from three
to four years of ccllege, ten had only two yesrs of collaye,
and 12 mothors had no educarien above high schocle

Thivrty-two ot 4he fathers were doctoral candidatas,
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54
14 wore master?’s degrze candidatas, elght had from thrao ¢o
four years of cnlleq2, and only two had less than three years
of college,

The educztion2l bhuckirsund of the nathers and fathors
in Groups A 23nd B was sinilar and sliniily wora advanced than
that of the mothers and fathers in Coruup Ca For exarmple,

seven mothers in Oroin € ha

)> ¥
]
oW

compared to three in Group ! two in Croup Be Twelve
1

mothers in Group A had fron thres to fuour years of colleqgan
compared to only saven In Croup Ca Tilirteen fathers in Croup
A and 12 in Croup B ware woriing towzrzd docstoral degress
while onl:y seven fathers in Geoup C wore In this educational
category.,

Th2 numher of children per fz:lly ranzad f2om ona to
seven with the realan beiny two children., The 232 range of

the children was from thres weeks to 13 ysers of age, Thz

median age of tha children in Croup A was sllghily clder {fou
years of zge) than the m:dlan ag2 of chlldrzen in Croup B (twe

end one-half years to thrsa y2ars of age) or Groun C (thro
years to thres and one-%alf yoars of azs).

Only 14 of the mother: in th

[P

three aroups workedt
ning workad part-timg and flve worked full time., EZight of
the mothers ia Groun A worked compered to twz in Creup 5 ard
four in Group C.

Fuur of the nothers werwe part-tisz studentse Only one
was attensing cnllage full-iing,

The data indicated that the osctupatlionsl aspirpstion

ef the {athers upon eosmnlellion of thels sducation wag
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rofessionally orieniad, Of 1he 54 fxthers i1epresented in

o

. - e, L T S N A - . .
the study, 27 weze plaanlng to 2o toazbale ox cellag: prow

fessorz, Other prifessions weras Jouonallist, faod and doug

The groups wore similzr &n many wiyse. Ths madian ago
of tho nothens, fathors, axd hildzen In the familiag in

educational background of the nothers and fathers In Croupa &

. 2= N BN N N PP T ety - 1
and B was slightly move sdvarced than tho zinzatlona) back-

Collection of Dota avd Nothed of Annlysis

e e ey BNAD O AL VAR L

s e -l St ¢ 3 e LA
Bechod of Adminisseation

- ~ (] .
en wzs ralled t9 22qa% mother

cm'o

A ledter of litroduc
cnosetr Lo parivicirate In Lhe studys The lotlors esplainad
tihe purpese of the stuly, hew the mother hzd bizn chosan, entd
what sha wovld be auked to doe Seo fppendix A. Approximataly
a day atftor each muther had recelved Lhe letiar, she was e
tuctead by teluphone to avzanue a time whon the coostlionnalne
vould be adininlstered,

Yhen the quagiliconnzise was ¢lvan to eash mother, 4ha
$avestineone revyiawed the $nztreucticons carefully with her t4

Ak Luse &4 understoud how to £111 1% cute. She wis asked

?g

24
(5]

‘.!'3

xezpared 1o tha statements on the quosd?

tha "A" 17 she etzongly agracd, "a® if she rmil

|t Q.
[
~
o
3]
[3°)
1
[= 5%
-
1
2
»

if she mildly disagreed, and "D* if she strong
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She wis vequastad t9 £111 out the quastionnalre as quickly as
possible, recording her fizsi reaction to each itam, Every

tem was to te fillad in, Each mother w2s also asked to think
snenifically of hor nua prasclool ehilld a8 slhio reoad and reascled
to each item, Aroveximatsly one~-half Lour afier the questione
raire was left with the mother ta £111 out, it was picked up
by tha favastiijgatar,

For 3 fas mathers 4t was muossitle t9 2rranga a time
when the questionnaire ecould be laft and plskad up in the
manner.dascribed abovas Tho guestlsnnilrs was 12ft with these
auen ste did have time to

=iy through the

115
‘ b
P
&7
(o d

mothers with ths instruztlon
£11] it cut, she stould 49 Lt 2t cone tinsg, ¢
fters xanldly and re~criirg her first resctions, The quastions

nalra was than pleked up st a later Sits,

Kethod i Jevording the Lats

glven a numbor value 4, 2,

-

Lagh Ztem cn the N1 wus
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2y UL L @coozuing o wiether o rospoand: wus Stoong graemant,
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was ¢given for SCsung Bleagwecasnt, 3 for ML Dlsagreanent,
2. T "°‘l K . . iy - . ~ RO X
< for 834 Agrsament, and 1 for Streyy Agrrevmcrt.

nerg wer2 flve $t3ns 4n esch of tha 22 ettlituda ceozles.
1w ECOrd for cach scala sias the sum of the five ftemz, The
Lhighaetl wessible scurs was 20, which Lndisatad andorsoment «

ftems of low social desfirability. Tha lcweet possible scors
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CHAPTER IV
ACALYSIS OF TIIZ DATA

In order to facilltate the presentatisn and the dis-
cussion of the results the three parent groups and the one
specialist group are referred to as Croup A, B, C, or D,

Croup A, the nursery school group, deanotes mothers particla
pating and having children enrolled in Spartan Nursery Schocla
Group B, the waltling list qroup, denotes mcthers having child.
ren on the waiting list of Spartan Mursery School, Croup C,
the group with no expressed interest in cocperative nursery
sc¢hools, denotes mothers who have not participated and have
not mada application to have thelr preschocl child enrollad

in a cooperative nursery schocls Crcup D denotes the specia-
lists.

The assumpticn was mada that comparison of attitudes
of mothers who had participated in a cooperative nursery school
with those who had not would be a means of assessing the
effectiveness of a school's parent education programe This
would lead to certain expectations regarding the mecan scale
scores of the four groups. The mean scale scores of the

specialists (Group D) would be expected to be the lowest of

1The respecnses on the PARI were welghted so that the
rmore socially desirakle parental attitudes received the lower
SCOras.

M
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all the groups since their scores were considered the criterion
for soclially desirakle parental attitudes that would help foster
the hecalthy personality development of children. The next low=
est scores would be expectad in Group A, the mothers who had
participated for at least three terms in a cooperative nursery
school parent education program. Three torms was considered
a long en~ugh perivd of tire for the parent sducation pro=
gran tc have a bereficiasl effect upon parents?! child=rearing
attituies. The mothers havirng their children on the waiting
1ist, (Group B) and who wers interested $n participating and
having thelr e¢hildren earolled in a coopsretiva nursery school,
mish% possibly bz acqualnied with the parent education prosran
and the philcsophy of 2 coeonerative nursery schocl, and have
contact with teachers in a cooperatlive nursary schosl, o7
with other parents zlready nirtisipating in suzh 3 progs-am,.
Because of possible previosus ccntact with a cooperstive nure
sary schoosl these mothers mlight b2 expectad ton have attitudes
mcre lika the mothers already participating in a cooperative
than would mothers with no interest and no previsus experience
with such a program., Therefore, the mean scale scores of
mothers on the walting list, (Sroup B) mizht b2 expected to
be slightly higher than for thé mothors in the coorerative,
(Grounp A). The mothers with no interest or exparianze with
this type of program (Group C) might be expectad to have the
highest mean scale szores and thus would ba the farthest from

the mean scale scores of the specialists (Croup D).

Foeults
There were eicht of the 23 attitude scales found to
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have statistical significantly differant meana scale scores
‘among the four groups at the 5% or gmesat2d siaalificance laval,
Along with each attitude s:sala are clven the meaas of the foux
groups in rank order,
ARLE III

CRNP MIAN ATTITUDE STALE SOO3ES
WHICH SHWED SIGUIFICSAIT DIFFCALICE

Atsitadse Croup r=2an 3:ald ssox2s - F
; . *
in ranx order Velue
. Ery
4, Dreaking the Will D A B C
£.2 R 22 2,3 4.4
8, Ctirlictaess o 3 A >
2.2 1l.3 1.2 12.95 5 el
10, Fvoluding Outsida Influe v} B C
eNc a3 7--:' C‘Ql 4'.3 1\).‘3 ﬁn.—
1l. xlfizziion D R 4
7.3  1Z.5 1.5 11,2 4.8
13, Asceond2ace of the fviher D 2 A (o
= e L T A s ‘7 o+ )
DR s 8 o -t P 4 a on

1% Approv:l of Activit

~
<
>
®]
o

20, Intrusiveness A B c
Py CL2 £,2 9.9  2.13
2le Lack of Comradazhip and A B c D
Sharln; 7s 74 £ el gsg 3.7
*rhe critical value of an F with 3 and 63 denrecs of
rondom L9 2,72 a2t the T level and 4,15 st tha 17 level.
Attitude scales number 4, 8, 11, and 15 were alsy siconificaunt

at the 19 level.,
* Pam,s

e lineg undar the maans Ladlicate the 3 atlonsnlp
of significance, The means ynl:zii-~4 by th2 gime line are
not signdficantly dieferent i moeans ""i”gig‘“

3

s3m? line are signiflcantly different. ios exe
attitude 4, Rreakiny the Will, Groups A, B, and C are underlined
by the same line, therefore, their Feand are not significantly
different from each others Group D is nut Uuu:rlin’d by the
8sne lin? a3 any othor groun, thewelore, thwe melirn of Croun D
is significantly different from the means of any of the other
groupse.
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A diszussion of +h2 elant s+titude scales that revealod
a gicnifizont difference batwenn some grouns follows,

4, PBr2aking ths %111 Sanler The ftems in this scale
measured a mother's bellef that children were inherently diffi-
cult to control and the mother's reed to establish herself
as "the boss,." Fxperiance with a cooperetive nursery school
would be exnectad to shift mother’s attitudes toward realizae-
tion that chiliren 27e coonerative as woll as competitive,
affectisnate as well as 3naressive and that often one can
betta>» halp a chlld by raspeat for rathec than by over-
riding hls wishes, Although the moon scale scores of the
threa mathare® grours ware not significantly different, the
fact that the moan ssale sanre of the oroun of mothers in
the cornorative (Troun A) most nearly approached the special-
15%3? snoze {Snpup D), the group on the waiting list {Gzoup L)
noxt, aad tha groun with no fnterest (Groun C) last micht be
safid ¢o Yuil-at2 3 51laht trend in the exvected direction,

8, Strictness Scales This scale measured the atti-
tude that a strict mnother was the bast kind for preparing
children for future happlness. Experience in a cocperative
nursery schnol would be expected to modify this attitude to-
word more consideraticn of individual perscnalitles end o¢f
Individnal strenuths and weaknesses. A significant differernce
was found batween the specializts (Croup D) and the parent
g=nups but not among the perent gooupse The trend hers was
for the group not interested in nursery education for their
children {Groun C) to favnr strictness mora than the other

tw> parent groups,






0. and 1ls Exclviing Cutsidy Influanca and Da2ifica-
tion Scaless Sinse thes2 atiitade scales were ¢lusaly zolaled
in meaningy it was consistent thal tha rank of scsle scores
amsn; tha parant groups was found to ba the csame on both
scales. On the Excluding Cutsida Influosnc? scala there was
no sigrnificant diffarenze beblu=an the spsuielists (Grsup D)

and the group o0 tha wilting list {(Craup E), whila thars was

-~

8 signifisant diffasence batwsan tha onac

alists znd the gwoup

-~

L}
J
W

1n with ro intarest

’.)

in the eooparative (Sraup A) and tha or
(Grsap C)e Tha m23n scile s3ores of thi aroens en the waltiing

2oi:8st3 [T2sun

[Y; ]

st (Graup %) more nezrly epproachad the &

T

D) than did ths scores of the mothers in ths compariitive
(Group A)s Thus, tha trend here weg nut entirvely in the
expactad dirastion. Experlenca in a cooperztive nursery
school where other ajults besome important iz a chkildls life
and where the child learas to resp-ch ovher adulle michl be
erxpocted to cause & modification in both of thess stiitudes.
If not, it would scen likely that thie pareznts would withdrew

their child from tiie nursery schonl,

19, Ascendance of the lMother Scslst This attitudae
scale massures the mother's belief that 4% 1s the mother’s

duty to take over the responsibilities of tae fmuncilioniny of
the households A significant differenza was not found among
tha parent groups nor betwean <ha ssazialists (Sroup D) aad

the grs:p on th2 weliting 1lst (Troun D). Diffsresces elanl.
ficant at tae %70 lewel were found betwesn the me2an scale scores
of the speclalists (Group D) and the mothars £n t32 cooperative

(Grous A) and the mothers expressing no iatarest 1n cooperative
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nursery schools (Group C). The ranl ordum of +ha nean wesls
scores of the four crouns for this a'titada was flentiuzl
with the rank order of the mean scale 25 £aund In atititicdas
Excluding Outeide Influ~nce and Deifizatlion.

15, Approval of Artivity Scalei Aftar an exporience
with a nursery schocl program, schoaduls and philozophy whers
the child is qiven an epnortunity for alet, roaflectilyn ¢iras
it might be expected that mothers who ar{alnally felb that
constant activity for the child was banefizial weuld ~adify
their attitudes, There was a sitniflzant diffarance hartuweon
the spaclalists (Croup D) and the parant grouns, Alen, *lers
was a significant difference betwsen tho mothexns In the c¢oadpe
erative {(Group A) and the mothers on ths walting list (Cosup B)
but not with the mothers having no expre:sed Intaraszt s ev-
periance with a coovmerative (Croup C)s Tois may {ndizate 2hat
there was some other variable than interest and eipericence in
a cooperative nursery schnol which influenced <he wadlificatinn
of this sttitude.

2C. Intrusiveness Scalst This zzsle reflasted e
mother's attitude about belinn entitled +o know everything
about her child's 1ife and thouchts. Alter expsrionze ia a
cooperative nureary school 1t misht ba ex-actiad that molhans
would shift to a less possessiva attitnda, A differauca,
significant at the €Y level, wis fournd only batweaon 12 3nese
1alists (Sraup D) and tha group not Iatirested aad who had
no contackt with the conperativa {Groun Cls, This is a differs
ence in the expectar! direcstion. It was also tha enly attidude

scale thet chowed rno significant difference betwsin the
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spaclalists (Group U) anu the2 mothers in the cooperative (Czoup
A) or on the walting list (Group Ej, yet shered 2 signlflicant
difference between the epaclalists {(lroup D) and {he wothers
with no intareszt or previous experlence wiitn cocperstives
{(Croup C)e

2)ls rack of Conradesinip and saering Siales Tl
tcale measured & mother's attitudes toraid discourz3zing a
cooperative, friendly, end shaxrlpg reiaticnshlip between pave
ent3 and chlilirens A slenlficent difiscenice wes found bete
wean tha atiituces of the specialists (Lzoup D) and the par=nt
crouns, osut this dlfiference was ihe cppusite cf what micht
ba expazted, The ¢roup of speciallsts scored hivhsr than the
parent gzcups, taus inddicating a less scclally desirabls
attituds than the parenise Thls may ve e« lainsd in pard hy

the secring low ra2llaLility of the itens in tils sczle and

¥
p
o
i
L
(i
L2 ]
1]
i

thelr low ciscrininating power, as repertsed Dy -
2ell, fellowing an item analysis of zhe itewns inzluded in

~
- P4
the 1nstrunant,™

Q

The grouo cf spzcialists (Crocup &) had 2ue lowest mezn
S €p

scale score on each of the eicht attitudes ex

e ]

apt for atillade

2

’

ince tha authors of FART

L

21, Lack of Comradesilp and Chacing,
atad that this attitude was nelthor very reliable nor ¢fid It
save & hish discriminating power, 1t is not surprising that it
-dld not follow the tread of the oiher scale scoras,
The nean scale scora of the cpecialist vwas significantl

cifferent from the neca scsle scures of all the othar grouprs

n
Jc;aefer and Zell, Iazautal Attitois Femas-sh Irnstrie

O A

st P Ny 4 SN SN
nord (PANI), MNormstive cotu.







in attliudes 4, Proaklngy tha WiIl1Yl; §, Siclotyass;

= . - a2 g e BT I O S .
cation and 1:3.) A_opz'f.‘)..-'al ot f‘.--ti’f.!.‘.‘s’r, ,:p'z.f.m.l.-;c.n' R s $3

differed sionificartly from the aoovo nf rothoss Ia tha compe

erativae {Groun A) ani the arnus nf muiherns not {atarsstad i

[N

a coonerative (Croun C) in atii:n

Influenz2s, snd 19, Aczaadaisz of the Vnthar,  Th2 spesiallsts?

scores differed only Foom the mathens vol Intases®sd ia the
eonnarativa {Grnnn C) 19 aitltade 70, Tulrasivinass,

2
«

mathers havinag kad thras tevrms o

tiva nuvaary schonl ond +liasa who had red bed o) nvproricns

did no* shaw diffarences gt the zazeriad lavel of gl

(57%) thare wera sona inta-astiny teends ssen $9 2ha 3uaras,

Exacent for attitada 2

P
3
r‘
-
S
P

Pt
y

ing, and attitude 19, Apnraeal of Activity, thz naan scalsz
scores of tha arann nnt expressing fatrsast L coonnsgtlivas
(Croup C) we=m as far o2 fariher fron tha nean seals 300723

of tha spocialists than the mean sczle ccores ¢f either the
i

mochers in tre cooreratlive (Sroup 2) or oa the waiting 1

(Grous R)e Howwware, the differen~g in roan scala eeoras bete

rardicivation fn g Aoopress

and Shnyre

ween the group on the waitiong list {“ooup B} and tha groun not

interested (Grnun C) for attisdo 19, Apnroval of fetivi+,

wax not significant, That the cooep pet dnteoctad (CSreup C)

have beeu expaczed elnee “his croup hed ro cortuoy with the

. M 4 P S Vo e e NN IO % P
gracialiste or tha cocesvative puvesey echoti, Thae meat €0
i { 7

. on . Y . ® PR | ~rx . . . ] " 2
ras fouo atiltuds 27, Iohrusiveress, must npeayrly complied

S0
to tho ¢wpected trend neitivoed proviouslys Howe e mean

usually was farthent puiy foonm Mo enec’alists (Croun D) mlght

.
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1.

2.

S
6.
7.
9.
12,
13.
14,
16,
17,

18,

TABLE V

GRWP HEAYW ATTITUDE SCALE SCORES

MOT SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERZIT

Attitude Group mean scale scores

Discouraging Varbalization D

7.4
Fostering Dependency 8
€.2
Seclusion of tae lother D
8.6
Martyrdom D
75
Fear of Harming the Paby D
10.0
Marital Conflict A
14,4
Irritablility D
12.5
Suppression of Axaression D
8.3
Rajection of the Homemaker D
Rolae 11.1
Unagualitaricnism B
€,3
Avoidance of Comrunicatlion D
6,9
Inzonzlderatenszss of the D
Husband 15)
Supnression of Sexuulity D
64D
Acceleration ¢f Daveloprient D{
69.:‘
Dependency of the Motner D

in rank oxder
A B C
T3 7.6 2.1
D C A
€. 8.7 9.2
A C B
9.1 10.3 10.4
C B A
£.1 8.9 9.1
A B (]
li.8 12.5 12.9%
B D C
14,9 13.1 15.2
A C B
13.8 1l4.3 1l4.5
A B C
£.9 Ce2 G4
c A B
12.3 12,5 13.6
A C D
C.4 9.7 9.7
A C B
€0 9.1 962
A R C
10.2 12,4 13.9
134 A C
Te2 T3 8,0
C A B
€.1 8.2 8Bo7
A o4 3
1l1.4 1ll.4 12.D

F
Value*

023
62
2,57
1.2
2,47
020
1.2
54
074

1.7

1.4
1.7

o9

*The critical value of an F with 3 and 63 dagrees of
freedom 1s 2,72 at the %3 level,

€?
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Spartan Cooperative tursary Sonoal and had sartloizeted In the
program for at least turee teims. gy2ntean rothers whe hsd had
3

no experience in a cooperative bat hat oule annlicarion 45 gnocldl

By SONOdL and ~esz on Lhe waitniing list,

o

thelir child in Cpartan Nurn
Tianty mothers who did not have 2 chile enroiled &nd had maze no
R VU J s Ny s g on ey
"'f *icava_()ll tO huv Vit L"H;‘dll‘;‘u RYSTN- \."‘"u‘ J(‘«\J ve SRy y Q‘\-.A)(qu
The expreszed atultudes oi a Grouo of ten :pocralists naving proe-
faselonal trafiring in ciild develcopnent ware congarsd witn the
exprassed attituias of tha tilee pefant Grsuns &% & igaes Ui
assnssing the effectivensss of the parent education pregrsa ia
fostering houlthy maruntsl otiftudes towarsd Cid-rzaring.

A cornavlson was pace of 4he attltudes of eacn group of
mothers with €2lif othar ¢rowp of moth
cf the group of spaecialisiss Inls was counsiaersd o de 612 wey
of assescing to some exlout tone efiecitivensss ol the rarnnt el -
cation proyram of the meop2raisve nuisery scheor i haislig
mothiers devabop healuny eititdues towaxs ohllu-tecsing, 7005 come
parison might ales sugyest ereas ia whith parensy rasisd rale In

develondng healilby stoitudes towssd chilld-rvoviag,

Fiocequre
The Farenital Attitda Cescarch Inetrimant (PAR I) was
ussd to measure the mothora' zttifgies towerd eniid-rasrine,
The PAYT contaiped 23 attitude 32ales with [lva {temsz in each
scale, Each item was a statemant to which tho mother was
sred to respond by stronjyly ajrealng, mildly anreaing, miidly
dicsgreeing, or strongly disagreaing, Thnsse {our ~ninlons

vere glven the npuiber value of 4, 3, I, ar 1, —esonocctively.

The sun of the five item responses in each attlitude scale was
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tha scala soores fov east aliitode were toxaltad stalistleadly

83 dazrrlbad helow,

Analysis c¢f Dsata and Findiics

Tre analysis of varlance tachuique wvas usad to detor=
ring whethar difforsncoc $n attiftude meen scale gonres existad
Letwern ©h2 groups. For the sttitude scalas whilzh showed &
difieranie at the 5Y significance lev2), Dutcan's ecultiple
range tezt wis an~lled to loarn wiich rezns weoe gianlfisantly
differest,

Sionificznt diffarannes wore found batwesn the moan

the parent groups ¢a gizht of the 23 attlituda szales, Thzave

ecales waret Preaking the Will, Strictness, Fxcluiing Outside
Inflrernces, Teification, Approval of Acsirdty, sneaclancy cf
the Fother, Intrusiveress, and Lack of Cormradeship and 3haring,

In all nf the sttitude scalas found %o te sionificantly Jdiff-

erent, excest the ecale for Lack <f Cempeadechin and Sharing,
the smociallsts rad the lowsst averays sititulde soale scoca,.

Low s~20ee Indizated the mcire socially desicabla sttitudas,
For almast 3ll of the 23 attitudes the three parent

)

arouns did nct shew significantliy diflorent nieans danng thite
s2lvaz, ‘However, the following trand did zoncar «idch m'z
indlzale to soa2 ext2at the effzitivenass of the purent eduye

ca2ii{rt nragcam 14 2o coonarative nusce sy slhnois Tl ome Rlers






76
having childran 1a tha cooperative nursery school and parts
izipating in the nrogram for at l2ast three terms had scores

that wara mo3t slirllan to the scores of the specizlists, which

indloeted

i

tha most soclally desirasbla ettitudes, The scores
of mothers interecsted In rmarticioatinz &n the coonerativa

nursery s<haal and haovlay 2Eat» chiildren on the walting 1list

e
(a.d

wera oot In similaority to the speclallsts, The scorves of

AN N - F
28m pe2sznool

2
)
or
o
by
‘~
o
(ﬁ

mothers w.o hid not made apnlicatl:
cilldren La tha zoonaratler nursarcy sehrel anwd Fad no sonnacs

tioa with a cooperallve nursary sthool were farilest away

fror tia attitude stores of %ha spacislists,

toal was olondlloantly dlllenant foon prrdn veila B hrRd

ol ona ooy o W purtat crsnts., Toraaae Bhe wlgaiTioass
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dascriptiva reporis of the etfects of parent education out
few carefully controlles investigatiens,

The desiyn of taws study could ve repeated with other
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1, A study cf eothers pariicipating in a cooperative
aurgery schwol whose husbuids were not stulents and who were
not liviag oo anivensiuy warried stucznis' housin

- . . .

3
zZ. Fogildy ¢f ithe pareant's dejree of part
{a0 a coepersii.: nursery school ta relativn to att
ficasion sad ¢aange.

3¢ A ntudy ef tne anount of homeoschool contact in
relation to «titlilude mowciticaticn and chanje.

4. A gonpziative study of the attitudes of fzthers

th those

'..rs

having a chiid L1 the codperative nursery schocl w

not having z child 1o the Sooperative nursery schocl.,

— e o o
Phe L@SatGY LD Lhas Study €ould be repsated vsing cthe
ingtouments Lo wsasure parental sttitudes,
Studlas oy eLso Do conducted using a diffcerent ra-

concerned with the attitudes of parents previcus o particle

patlon in & cooperative rozrsery school compasad witn thelr
attitudes aiter three terms of participation., The chanonae cf

parental attitudes c¢oald be ansther woy of creessing the

effectiveness of the parent educatiza procizan in the coopera=-

tive nursery schuni

Thers 15 &l=no a nesod for exneximental studlss to ha
conducted to measure the effectivenoss of clffexen’ cothods

cf parent educailion vsed in the cooperative nursery school in
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fostering hezlthy parental attitudes toward child=resring.
Such methods might be parent particinatiocn in the dally
teaching programs, group meetincs, discussion groups and ine
formal contacts of the parent and tcachers

Other areas where research is nesded may be concernad
with comparative studies, such as comparisonss betwean mothers!
and fathers! attitudes toward child=rearing; beiwsen a mother's
rasponses on the PARI and her overt soclal conduct ¢r of ths
relationship of the child's perception of parental attitudss

and the paront's responses on tha PARI,
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