



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































T"EE CARE OF INFANTS. 273

Mogt trouble with the teeth of young children comes
from neglect to use the brush to remove the tartar that ac-
cumulates near the gum, causing disease and decay. This
diseass is sometimes called scurvy, and is shown by an accu-
mulation around the tfeeth and by inflaxmed gums that
bleed easily. Removal of the tartar by a dentist and clean-
ing the teeth after every meal with a brush will usually cure
this evil, which causes loosening of the teeth and a bad
breath.

Much injury is often done to teeth by using imxproper
tooth-powder. Powdered chalk sifted through muslin ig
approved by all dentists, and should be used once every
day. The tooth-brush should be nsed after every meal, and
foss silkk pressed between the teeth to remove food lodged
there. This method will usnally save the teeth from de-
cay till old age.

‘When an infant seems ill during the period of dentition,
the following directions from an experienced physician
may be of gervice. Itis now an accepted principle of all
the medical world that fevers are to be reduced by cold
applications; but an infant demands careful and judicions
treatment in this direction; some have extremely sensitive
nerves, and cold is painful., For such, tepid sponging
should be used near a fire, and the coldness increased grad-
ually., The sensations of the child should be the guide.
Usually, but not always, children that are healthy will
learn by degrees to prefer cold water, and then it may safe-
Iy be nsed.

When an infant becomes feverish, wrapping its body in
a towel wrung out in warm or tepid water, and then keep-
ing it warm in a woolen blanket, is a very safe and sooth-
ing remedy. '

In case of constipation this preparation of food is useful;

One table-spoonful of unbolted donr wet with cold water.
Add one pint of hot water, and boil twenty minutes. .Add
when taken up, one pint of mill. If the stomach seems
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