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WEATHER RECORD. 

When a farmer must confess 
That he has missed the weather guess, 
The failure gives him no distress, 

For ready is his reason. 
When days are wet instead of dry, 
He only needs to wink his eye, 
And say in accents sage and sly, 

" The signs all fail this season." 

But when a weather guesser grows 
Too boastful of his sleight of nose 
For juggling with the rains and snows 

In summer and in winter, 
At once bis ardent fancy sees . 
Visions of honors and of fees, 
And with his noteB and theories 

He rushes to the printer. 

His vanity, too freely fed, 
So far his errant brain has led, 
That he predicts a year ahead 

The atmosphere's commotions. 
So, foolishly defying fate, 
He pins his credit to a date, 
And bids a doubting world await 

The outcome of his notions. 

Then, when his firm predictions fail, 
And sunshine comes in place of hail, 
The cruel types still tell the tale, 

And give the record of it, 
The weather prophet tears the page, 
And blames an unbelieving age 
That gives him but disgust and rage 

For all his weather profit. 

THE WAYSIDE WELL. 

He stopped at the wayside well 
Where the water was cool and deep, 

There were feathery ferns 'twixt the mossy stones, 
And gray was the old well-sweep. 

He left his carriage alone: 
Nor could coachman or footman tell 

Why the master stopped in the dusty road 
To drink at the wayside well. 

He swayed with his gloved hands 
The well-sweep creaking and slow, 

While from seam and scar i n the bucket's side 
The water rushed back below. 

He lifted it to the curb, 
And bent to the bucket's brim ; 

No furrow of time had marked 
That face that looked back at him. 

He saw but a farmer's boy, 
As he stooped o'er the brook to drink, 

And ruddy and tanned was the laughing face 
That met him over the brink. 

The eyes were sunny and clear, 
And the brow undimned by care, 

While from under the brim of the old straw hat 
Strayed curls of chestnut hair. 

He turned away with a sigh; 
Nor could coachman or footman tell 

Why the master stopped in his ride that day 
To drink at the wayside well. 

Meeting of the State Horticultural SocMty. 

This eleventh annual meeting of the So-
ciety had been looked forward to w i th a very 
great deal of interest, not only on account 
of i t^being the meeting for the election of 
its4 officers, but that it held its session a t 
South Haven among a people famed for 
their intel l igent research in Pomology, and 
t h e extent of peach culture in its vicinity. 
I t was felt that i t must be a meeting of more 
t h a n ordinary interest, and frui t men from 
all parts of the State, and several from ad-
adjoining States, turned towards this fruit-
growers' Mecca. The evening train of Mon-
day, Dec. 5, emptied nearly two ful l car 
loads of these pilgrims into the station house 
at South Haven. They were met by a com-
mit tee appointed by the South Haven Po 
mological Society, who had charge of the 
reception. They conducted the delegates to 
the Pacific House, where an elegant spread 
was prepared for their entertainment. ~ The 
genial countenances of these gentlemen, and 
th is courteous aipd generous reception, made 
a very pleasant impression on the minds of 
the delegates, which deepened into ardor 
and even enthusiasm before the Close of the 
meeting. 

The meeting convened in the Opera House, 
and was called to order at 8 o'clock by Pres-
ident Lyon. 

Joseph Lann in , President of the local so 
ciety, gave the address of welcome,and Pres-
ident Lyon responded in a very appropriate 
manner . Each address was short and was 
well received, even by such st irr ing men as 
was represented a t the meeting. A long 
welcoming address and a response to match 
m a y be very well where a complimentary 
exchange of courtesies is made by kindred 
associations, but to men who meet to receive 
and impar t valuable information which 
shall be of mutual benefit, and when the 
t ime is l imited, such lengthy verbiage is not 
appreciated. 

jYour  SUBSCRIPTION \¡E>» 
(will  Expire with No. 

The first topic on the program, " C a n 
horticulturists do someth ing to counteract 
the effect« of our~pevere droughts?" was 
very thoroughly discussed. Irr igation, deep 
cultivation, and mulching, had advocates. 
I t was stated that spr inkl ing wi th a water 
cart had been practiced on strawberry plan-
tations wi th very satisfactory results. The 
theoiy of wells sunk in orchards and wa-
ter supplied by the use of windmil ls had 
advocates. I t was opposed on the ground 
that not sufficient water could thus be ob-
tained to afford any adequate supply. I t was 
stated that i t had been found by experiment 
that i t required 3} inches of water on tbe 
surface to produce a ton of dry vegetable 
matter, and f rom this a computation was 
ma<ie that it would require several hundred 
tons of water to produce a ton of hay, an 
amount entirely impossible to obtain from 
wells. The porous character of the soil 
would not allow the j l ow of water on the 
surface in sufficient quant i ty to be of any 
uti l i ty. Drain tile laid under ground had 
been found to answer a very good purpose of 
irrigation by filling.  them with water and 
allowing i t to percolate through and moist-
en the lower strata of soil. Plants along 
th is l ine were perceptibly influenced in their 
growth by .this means,—a plan wholly im-
practicable to tlie ordinary grower. Deep 
tillage, ear ly- in the season, had the most 
earnest and intelligent advocates, this to be 
supplemented by frequent surface stirrings 
dur ing the season. The objection to mulch-
ing was placed on the ground of the f ru i t 
grower's inability to procure a sufficient 
quant i ty to permit a supply necessary for 
tbe purpose. 

VEGETABLES. 
This tcpic was considered on Tuesday 

morning. The range of discussion compris 
ed varieties for farmers' use, laying out a 
kitcV en garden, with various plans for ma-
k ing a success in both raising and keeping 
vegetables. 

A general plan for laying out a vegetable 
garden was presented. I t should be in a 
square form, or at least its «ides should be 
parallel, and should be near the barn, and 
so placed that a horse and cultivator could 
be readily got to it to run through its rows. 
These rows Bhould be continuous the length 
of tbe g a r d e n ,  but might not be planted the 
whole length to one variety. The space 
enclosed for a garden should not have trees 
or currant bushes in it to prevent the free 
use of the horse and cultivator. For a farm 
garden i t should be fenced wi th a picket 
fence to prevent destruction by fowls. A 
sufficient variety of vegetables should be 
planted to insure something edible from it 
every day for the season. Many families 
have a surplus of some particular variety, 
but lack entirely some other sorts as easily 
grown, and attended wi th no more care in 
t h e growing or cultivation of them. Beets, 
turn ips and carrot« can be very easily and 
perfectly kept by placing them in barrels 
in the cellar and covering them with the 
moss used by nurserymen for packing fruit-
trees. This will  keep moist for a long time, 
but may require spr inkl ing occasionally if 
the cellar be , very dry. Kept in this way 
they come out fresh and crisp til l  late in the 
spring. Celery packed with alternate layers 
of this moss in a bok, with the roots all one 
way and then set neariy upr ight, will  keep 
a long t ime in a perfectly fresh state, and 
bleach nicely, and can be got at at any t ime 
for use. 

SCHOOL GROUNDS. 

The result of the enterprise instituted by 
the Secretary for last season for the orna-
mentat ion of school-grounds, has been very 
satisfactory. The proposition of D. M. Fer-
ry & Co., seedsmen of Detroit, to furnish 
flower seeds to the five first districts in each 
county of the State who made an applica-
t ion, resulted in the sending out of eighty 
packages of seeds. The Secretary had re-
ceived reports from sixty of these, and the 
general outlook, based upon these reports, 
was very cheering. The waste places about 
country school-houses had been made to 
veri ly blossom as the rose. The schoiors had 
been able to adorn their desks wi th daily 
bouquets of flowers, and the refining influ-
ences tha t must attend the cultivation of 
flowers wil l  no t be lost, even if t b e grounds 
Bhould again become a waste, howling wil-
derness, which is not very l ikely to occur 
wi th such examples of beauty in remem-
brance. 

HIGHWAY PLANTING. 
Theory and practice have met in a t i l t  of 

lances, each contending for supremacy. 
The question in the contest was whether 
trees should be set in clumps and irregular 
lines, or in continuous straight lines. The 
friends of tbe former plan argued that it was 
nearly impossible to make a success of con-
tinuous lines. There would be breaks from 
trees fail ing to grow, or from trees that 
would die out. The clumps of trees oould 
shade the dry ground, and allow the sun to 
come in unobstructed to dry up the low 
places. These clumps of trees could extend 
into the fields where farm lines intersected 
the,road, and not interfere material ly with 
the cult ivation. Over the hil ls the road bed 
could bend to one side, leaving the other 
side to be set wi th trees, and an occasional 
tree could project to the centre of the road. 
I t was argued that this would give that 
charming variety to the landscape that is 
needed to perfect a ri^ra! picture. 

I n opposition it wat ' a iued that this was 
an at tempt to engraft tyl of plant ing on 

y that was only 
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follow compass 
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form. The base and mt 
State are continuous throughout its length 
and breadth, and the subdivisions are all 
governed by them. I n the whole map of 
the State an uneven line would be a mon 
strosity, so that to preserve this uniform 
character of the lines, the rows of trees 
along the highway should be straight. W e 
all admire straight fences, straight rows of 
corn and straight furrows, and why a crook-
ed row of trees would harmonize, was diffi-
cult to tell. A straight row of trees on 
either side, over-arching a straight road-bed, 
made an avenue of beauty tha t would be 
difficult  to improve. 

The annual message of the President, the 
reports of officers, and various other reports, 
w i th the election-of officers, occupied the 
forenoon of Wednesday. The reports are 
interesting, but too lengthy for a resume 
here. The election of officers resulted in 
the selection of the old incumbents for the 
important ones of President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The places of the two members 
of the Execut ive Committee, whose term 
is to expire on January 1st next, was filled 
by electing new men in their places, one 
from the west and one from the east part of 
the State. A. D. Healey, of Souih Haven, 
represents the west, and E . H . Scott, of A n n 
Arbor, the east. 

The meeting, up to the t ime of our de-
parture on Wednesday afternoon, was of 
the most enthusiastic character. The dele-
gates and others interested in frui t culture, 
were among the foremost in our State. Pro 
feasors Beal and Cook, of the Agricultural 
College, were the oracles to whom difficult 
problems were referred relat ing to their 
especial l ines of study. Tbe unfortunate 
insect that comes under Prof Cook's glass 
and inspection, must expect to have his hab 
its and private character pret ty freely venti-
lated, and the spores and cells and fungi of 
plants become stalks and stem« and talk to 
us through Professor Bel l 's delineations. 
The hidden th ings of nature are becoming 
more widely known through their earnest 
public endeavors. 

Condition of Winter Whoat. 

As far as we have been able to gather, the 
wheat plant is in excellent condition, especi-
ally on well drained land. An exception 
may be made for flat clayey fields, where 
superfluous rains may have bad a tendency 
to drown out the plant. Some apprehension 
has been felt because the outer leaves were 
turn ing yellow, and the cause has been at-
tr ibuted to insects and wire worms, but we 
believe neither to be the real cause. The 

•plant was stimulated in to a vigorous growth 
by the very anomalous condition of the 
weather, the top was luxur iant and the root 
undoubtedly corresponded somewhat to that 
condition. When the warm growing weath-
er changed, the root could not furnish sup-
plies sufficient to keep all the leaves grow-
ing, so the outer, or oldest ones failed and 
tu rned yellow. I t was simply a balancing 
up—a casting off the superfluous foliage, 
tha t t he strength might be retained for the 
central shoots. The same th ing always oc-
curs under l ike circumstances. When a 
drowth begins to pinch a field of corn, the 

lower leaves turn yellow, and their juices 
are sent to more important parts of the stalk 
tha t need to be sustained. The wheat p lant 
proper, in our opinion, is not in jured, and 
the misgivings and ominous predictions are 
uncalled for. I t has taken a firm bold of 
the soil, and is able to stand mucfi ha rd 
usage yet before i t succumbs entirely. 

Valedictory. , 

With this number of the VISITOR, our en- , 
gagement to furnish mat ter for th is column 
for the year, closes. Our efforts to fu rn i sh 
something worth reading for each number 
have been unremit t ing. How well we have 
succeeded, is left for the verdict .of i ts read-
ers. Some old paths have been followed, 
and some plowed up. Where a new one has 
been laid, we have attempted to conform to 
the best standards of perfection, so tha t 
those following might not be led astray. I n 
our salutatory, we said: " W e hope to make 
these columns the medium through which 
the most advanced ideas in agriculture shal l 
find expression ; where the young, inex-
perienced farmer may look for guidance, and 
the experienced express their convict ions." 
Our ideal may have been too lofty for us to 
reach, but a looking toward it has lifted our 
own idea9 higher, if  we have failed to in -
fluence others. 

The V I S I T O R is no longer an exper iment . 
I t will  cont inue its visitations and increase 
its influence. I t s success in the past is an 
assurance of this. And whoever may have 
charge of its columns, we bespeak for them 
the k ind considerations that have been uni-
formly extended to us. And in closing the 
year's labors we have only a " God Speed " 
f o r t h e V I S I T O R . 

Farming as an Occupation. 

Boys raised in cities and surfeited wi th 
schools, often imagine that they would l ike 
to be farmers. Let them follow the example 
I have given, only extending i t through a 
whole year, taking the same relative posi-
t ions that they would be forced to take in 
learning any other business. Begin a t the 
bottom, stepping on the lowest rounds of the 
ladder, and touching every one, unt i l t he 
top is reached. This is the way to qual i fy a 
man for managing a farm. Young men who 
have taken this way of learning farming 
though their early years have been passed' 
along paved streets, and in schools, have 
made some of our most successful farmers. 

There is another road that is often taken 
but not often with lasting satisfaction. Buy ' 
or otherwise acquire a farm, subscribe for 
several agricultural papers, purchase books 
on farming, h i re a farmer, purchase a fu l l 
set of tools and machinery—learn by exper-
iment, and if  vour money and zeal last long 
enough, and you work hard, you will  finally 
make a good farmer, but your education 
will  be a oostiv one. I knew a case quite 
l ike th i s : A farmer's son was "educated " 
as people say. H e had his four years of 
classical study allowed h im by a rule of the 
Court, and spent nearly his three years in a 
lawyer's office, when circumstances made i t 
necessary for h im to go to his father 's house 
and assume the management of nearly 1 000 
acres of land—perhaps one-third of i t called 
" improved," that is, it had bean part ly cul-
tivated. Log heaps, piles of stones, c lumps 
of bushes and swampy places adorned the 
fields. The owner was just 21 years old— 
without other knowledge of practical farm-
ing than such as he had acquired in observ-
ing the rude processes of tha t long-ago 
time, dur ing vacations, and one summer 
wi th the hired men when a lad of 16 years 
He found bis lands in the occupancy of 
tenants, who must remain for one season 
He went into the fieids^with these tenant« 
and worked without other compensation 
than instruction in the use of tools, and de-
voted the season to t ry ing to learn enough 
to just i fy his at tempt ing the management of 
the farm. The next year be assumed direc-
tion. Foremen were not yet invented to 
help incompetent farmers. H e had a team 
plow, etc., for his own use, and for a wh i le 
worked with his men, but soon learned t h a t 
76 cents a day would pay a better man than 
he was for holding a plow, and that h ie 
eyes, to overlook the whole work were 
worth more than his hands dr iv ing a team 
— H O N . G E O R G E GEDDES, in American Ag-
riculturist. " 

B E E T SUGAR.—The beet sugar industry ia 
being discussed in many parts of New York 
State.. Factories are to be built in Scheeta-
dy, and are organizing at Middletown and 
Wurteborough. Thesubject is being strong-
ly agitated In E lmi ra and Oswego. Th« 
farmers about Schenectady are very enthusi-
astic over this beet raising, and i t £ presum-
ed that dur ing the coming year there will  h« 
every facility for obtaining ail the beet« tha t 
can possibly be consumed in the 200-ton fac-
tory. The Mohawk Valley Beet Bugw 
Company tha t was to begin operations " ^ 
fall near Schenectady, has been forced to de-
lay a year on account of machinery. Mr 
p y e r a French gent leman of exberienoe 
in the business, is ¿bout to organize a <»m! 

ffl  8 CapiU 1 ° f  Sugar 

# 


