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WEATHER RECORD.

When afarmermustconfess
That he hasmissedthe weatherguess,
The failure giveshim no distress,
For readyis his reason.

When daysarewet insteadof dry,
He only needsto wink his eye,
And sayin accentssageand sly,

" Thesignsall fail this season."”

But when aweatherguessemgrows
Too boastfulof his sleightof nose
Forjuggling with the rainsand snows
In summerandin winter,
At oncebis ardentfancy sees .
Visions of honorsand of fees,
And with his noteBand theories
He rushesto the printer.

His vanity, toofreelyfed,
Sofar hiserrantbrain hasled,
That he predictsa year ahead
The atmosphere'€ommotions.
So, foolishly defyingfate,
He pinshiscreditto a date,
And bidsa doubtingworld await
The outcomeof his notions.

Then,when his firm predictionsfail,

And sunshinecomesin placeof hail,

The crueltypesstill tell the tale,
And give therecordof it,

The weatherprophettearsthe page,

And blamesan unbelievingage

That giveshim but disgustand rage
For all his weatherprofit.

THE WAYSIDE WELL.

He stoppedat the wayside well
Wherethe waterwascool and deep,
Therewerefeatheryferns'twixt the mossy stones,
And gray wasthe old well-sweep.

He left hiscarriagealone:
Nor could coachmaror footmantell
Why the masterstoppedin the dusty road
To drink at the waysidewell.

He swayedwith his gloved hands
The well-sweepcreakingand slow,

While from seamandscann the bucket'sside
The waterrushedback below.

He lifted it to the curb,
And bentto the bucket'sbrim ;

No furrow of time had marked
That facethatlookedbackat him.

He sawbut afarmer'sboy,
As he stoopedo'er the brookto drink,

And ruddy andtannedwasthe laughingface
That methim overthe brink.

The eyesweresunnyandclear,
And the brow undimnedby care,

While from underthe brim of the old straw hat
Strayedcurlsof chestnuthair.

He turned awaywith a sifgh;
Nor could coachmaror footmantell

Why the masterstoppedin his ride that day
To drink at the waysidewell.

Meeting of the State Horticultural SocMty.

This eleventhannual meetingof the So-
ciety had beenlooked forwardtowith avery
greatdeal of interest,not only on account
of it"being the meetingfor the election of
its* officers, but that it held its sessionat
South Haven among a people famed for
their intelligent researchin Pomology, and
the extentof peach culturein its vicinity.
It wasfelt thatit mustbeameetingof more

Lansingthan ordinary interest,and fruit men from

all partsof the State,and severalfrom ad-
adjoining States,turned towardsthis fruit-
growers'Mecca. The eveningtrain of Mon-
day, Dec. 5,emptied nearly two full car
loadsof thesepilgrimsinto the station house
at SouthHaven. Theyweremet by acom-
mittee appointed by the South Haven Po
mological Society, who had charge of the
reception. They conductedthe delegatesto
the PacificHouse,wherean elegantspread
was preparedfor their entertainment=~The
genialcountenancesf thesegentlemen,and
this courteousaipdgenerougeception,made
a very pleasantimpressionon the minds of
the delegates,which deepenedinto ardor
andevenenthusiasmbeforethe Closeof the
meeting.

Themeetingconvenedin theOperaHouse,
and wascalledto orderat 8o'clock by Pres-
ident Lyon.

JosephLannin, Presidentof the local so
ciety, gavetheaddresof welcome,andPres-
ident Lyon respondedn avery appropriate
manner. Each addresswas short and was
well received,evenby such stirring men as
was representedatthe meeting. A long
welcomingaddressand aresponsdo match
may be very well where a complimentary
exchangeof courtesiesis madeby kindred
associationspbutto menwhomeetto receive
and impart valuable information which
shall be of mutual benefit,and when the
time is limited, suchlengthyverbiageis not
appreciated.

uencethan t h eearm, a

The first topic on the program, "Can
horticulturists dosomethingto counteract
the effect« of our~peveredroughts?" was
very thoroughlydiscussed. Irrigation, deep
cultivation, and mulching, had advocates.
It was stated that sprinkling with awater
cart had beenpracticed on strawberry plan-
tationswith very satisfactoryresults. T he
theoiy of wellssunkin orchards andwa-
ter supplied by the use of windmills had
advocates. It was opposedon the ground
that not sufficient water could thus be ob-
tainedto affordany adequatesupply. It was
statedthat it had beenfoundby experiment
that it required 3} inches of water on the
surface toproduce aton ofdry vegetable
matter, and from this acomputation was
ma<iethat it would require severalhundred
tonsof water to produce aton of hay,an
amount entirely impossibleto obtain from
wells. The porous character of the soil
would not allow thejlow of water on the
surface in sufficient quantity to be of any
utility. Drain tile laid under ground had
beenfoundto answeravery good purposeof
irrigation by filing. them with water and
allowing it to percolatethrough and moist-
en the lower strata of soil. Plants along
thisline wereperceptiblyinfluencedin their
growth by .this means,—aplan wholly im-
practicable totlie ordinary grower. Deep
tillage, early-in the seasonhad the most
earnestand intelligent advocatesthis to be
supplementedby frequentsurface stirrings
during the season. The objectionto mulch-
ing was placedon the ground of the fruit
grower's inability to procure a sufficient
quantity topermit asupply necessaryfor
tbe purpose.

VEGETABLES.

This tcpic was considered onTuesday
morning. Therangeof discussioncompris
ed varieties for farmers' use,laying out a
kitcV en garden,with various plansfor ma-
king asuccessin both raisingand keeping
vegetables.

A generalplan for laying out a vegetable
garden was presented. It should be in a
squareform, or atleastits «ides should be
parallel, and should be near the barn, and
so placed that ahorseand cultivator could
bereadily gottoit to run throughits rows.
Theserows Bhould be continuousthe length
of tbegarden, butmight not beplantedthe
whole length to one variety. The space
enclosedfor agarden should not havetrees
or currant bushesinitto preventthe free
useof thehorseand cultivator. For afarm
garden it should be fencedwith apicket
fence toprevent destructionby fowls. A
sufficient variety of vegetablesshouldbe
plantedto insure somethingedible fromit
every day for the season. Many families
have asurplus of some particular variety,
but lack entirely some other sorts as easily
grown, and attendedwith no more care in
the growing or cultivation of them. Beets,
turnips and carrot« can be very easily and
perfectly kept by placing them in barrels
in the cellar and covering them with the
mossusedby nurserymenfor packingfruit-
trees. This will keepmoistforalong time,
but may require sprinkling occasionally if
the cellar be,very dry. Kept in this way
they comeout freshandcrisp till latein the
spring. Celerypackedwith alternatelayers
of this mossin abok, with therootsall one
way and then setneariy upright, will keep

along time in a perfectly fresh state, and morewidely known through their earnest

bleachnicely, and can begotat atany time
for use.

SCHOOL GROUNDS.

The resultof the enterpriseinstituted by
the Secretaryfor last seasonfor the orna-
mentationof school-groundshasbeenvery
satisfactory. The propositionof D. M. Fer-

ry & Co., seedsmenof Detroit, tofurnish syperfluousrains may havebad a tendency ¢
flower seedgoth efive firstdistricts in each to drown out the p|ant. Someapprehensionvv
county ofthe State who madean applica- phaspeenfelt becausethe outer leaves were —HON. GEORGEGEDDES, in American

n.d should b efirst
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lances, each contending for supremacy.
The question inthe contestwas whether
treesshould be set in clumps and irregular
lines, or in continuousstraightlines. The
friendsof tbeformerplanarguedthatit was
nearly impossibleeco make asuccessof con-
tinuouslines. Therewould bebreaksfrom

trees failing to grow, orfrom trees that
would die out. The clumpsof trees oould
shadethedry ground,and allow thesunto
come in unobstructed todry upthe low

places. Theseclumpsof treescould extend
into the fields where farmlines intersected
the,road,and not interfere materially with

the cultivation. Overthe hills theroad bed
could bend to one side, leaving the other
sidetobesetwith trees,and an occasional
tree could projectto the centre ofthe road.
It was argued that this would give that
charming variety to the landscapethatis
neededto perfectari*ra! picture.

In oppositionit wat ‘'aiuedthatthis was
an attemptto engraft tyl of planting on
a comparativelylfvei o> y that was only
adaptedto a hilN =ne. tr lines all run
straightand corn-atNrns follow compass
lines. The devious {8 ofthe older
States are unknown «"' M J, highways,
A long reachof levei la tx as tc require
that the lines shoul! | slight and uni-
form. Thebaseand mt ii lines of the
Statearecontinuousthroughoutits length
and breadth, and the subdivisions are all
governed by them. In the whole map of
the Statean unevenline would bea mon
strosity, so that to preservethis uniform
character of the lines, the rows of trees
alongthe highway should bestraight. W e
all admire straight fences,straightrows of
corn and straightfurrows,andwhy acrook-
ed row of treeswould harmonize,was diffi-
cult totell. A straight row of treeson
eitherside,over-archingastraightroad-bed,
made anavenue of beautythat would be
difficult toimprove.

The annualmessageof the President,the
reportsof officers,and variousotherreports,
with the election-of officers, occupiedthe
forenoon of Wednesday. The reports are
interesting, but too lengthy fora resume
here. The election of officers resultedin
the selectionof the old incumbentsfor the
importantonesof President,Secretary and

Treasurer. The placesof thetwo members

of the Executive Committee, whose term
istoexpireon Januarylst next, was filled
by electing new men in their places, one
from the westand onefrom the eastpartof
the State. A. D. Healey, of Souih Haven,
representshewest,andE. H. Scott,of Ann
Arbor, the east.

The meeting, up to the time of our de-
parture onWednesdayafternoon, wasof
the mostenthusiasticcharacter. The dele-
gates and othersinterestedin fruit culture,
wereamongthe foremostin our State. Pro
feasors Beal and Cook, of the Agricultural
College,werethe oraclesto whom difficult
problems were referred relating to their

especiallines of study. Tbe unfortunate

insectthat comesunder Prof Cook's glass
andinspectionmustexpecttohavehis hab

its and private charactempretty freely venti-
lated, and the sporesandcells and fungi of

plantsbecomestalksand stem« and talk to
us through Professor Bell's delineations.
The hiddenthings of nature are becoming

public endeavors.

Condition of Winter Whoat.

As far aswe havebeenableto gather,the
wheatplantisin excellentcondition, especi-
ally onwell drained land. An exception
may be made for flat clayey fields, where

improve»»

jYour SUBSCRIPTION \iE>»
(will Expire with No.

lower leavesturn yellow, and their juices
aresentto moreimportant partsof the stalk
that needto besustained. The wheat plant
proper,in our opinion,is not injured, and
the misgivingsand ominous predictionsare
uncalledfor. It has taken a firm bold of
the soil, and is able tostand mucfi hard
usageyet beforeit succumbsentirely.

Valedictory. s

With this numberof theVISITOR, our en-,
gagemento furnish matterfor this column
for the year, closes. Our efforts to furnish
somethingworth reading for each number
have beenunremitting. How well we have
succeededijs left for the verdict.of its read-
ers. Someold paths have been followed,
and someplowed up. Whereanewonehas
beenlaid, we haveattemptedto conform to
the best standards of perfection, sothat
thosefollowing might not beledastray. I n
our salutatory,we said: " We hopeto make
thesecolumnsthe medium through which
the mostadvancedideasin agricultureshall
find expression; where the young, inex-
periencedfarmermay look forguidance,and
the experiencedexpresstheir convictions.”
Our ideal may havebeentoo lofty for us to
reach,but alooking toward it haslifted our
own idea9 higher, if we have failedtoin -
fluence others.

ThevisITOR is nolonger an experiment.
It will continueits visitationsand increase
its influence. Its successin the pastis an
assurancef this. And whoevermay have
chargeof its columns,we bespeakfor them
the kind considerationghat havebeen uni-
formly extendedto us.And in closing the
year'slaborswe haveonly a " God Speed”
for the VISITOR.

Farming as an Occupation.

Boys raised in citiesand surfeited with
schools,oftenimagine that they would like
to befarmers. Letthemfollow the example
| havegiven, only extending it througha
wholeﬁlear,takingthe same relative posi-
tionsthattheywould beforced totakein
learning any other business. Begin atthe
bottom, steppingon thelowest rounds of the
ladder,andtouching every one, until the
topisreached. Thisisthe waytoqualify a
man for managingafarm. Youngmen who
have taken this way of learning farming
though their early years havebeen passed'
along pavedstreets, andin schools, have
madesomeof our most successfulfarmers.

Thereis anotherroad that is often taken
butnotoftenwith lasting satisfaction. Buy'
or otherwiseacquire afarm, subscribefor
severalagricultural papers, purchase books
on farming, hire a farmer, purchaseafull
set of toolsand machinery—learnby exper-
iment, and if vour moneyand zeallast long
enough,andyou work hard,you will finally
make a good farmer, but your education
will be aoostivone. | knew a case quite
like this: A farmer'ssonwas "educated”
as peoples%y. He had his four yearsof
classicalstudyallowed him by arule of the
Court, and spentnearly his threeyearsin a
lawyer'soffice, when circumstancesnade it
necessaryor him to gotohis father's house
and assumeghe managemenbf nearly 1 000
acresof land—perhapone-thirdof it called
"improved,"” thatis, it had beanpartly cul-
tivated. Log heaps, piles of stones,clumps
of bushesandswampy places adornedth e
fields. Theowner wasjust 21 years old—
without otherknowledgeof practical farm-
ing thansuchashe hadacquiredin observ-
ing the rude processes of that long-ago
time, during vacations,and one summer
with the hired men when alad of 16 years
He found bis lands in the occupancyof
tenants,who must remain for one season
He wentinto the fieids*with these tenant«
and worked without other compensation
than instructionin the useof tools, and de-
voted the seasonto trying to learn enough
to justify his attemptingthe managemenbf
thefarm. The nextyearbeassumeddirec-
tion. Foremenwere not yet inventedto
helpincompetentfarmers. He had ateam
plow, etc.,for hisown use,and for a while
worked with hismen, butsoonlearnedthat
76 centsaday would pay abetter man than
he was for holding a plow, and that hie
yes, to overlook the whole work were
orth morethan his handsdriving aterthm
o

tion, resulted in the sendingout of eighty tyrning yellow, and the causehas been at- Nculturist.

packagesof seeds. The Secretaryhad re-
ceivedreportsfrom sixty of these,and the

tributedtoinsectsand wire worms, but we
believeneitherto bethe real causeT he

generaloutiook, based upon these reports, .pjant wasstimulatedinto a vigorous growth

wasvery cheering. The wasteplacesabout
country school-houseshad been madeto
verily blossomastherose. Theschoiorshad
been able to adorn their deskswith daily
bouquets of flowers, and therefining influ-
encesthat must attend the cultivation of
flowers will notbelost,evenif tbe grounds
Bhould again becomeawaste,howling wil-
derness,which isnot very likely to occur
with such examplesof beauty in remem-
brance.

HIGHWAY PLANTING.

Theory and practicehave metin atilt of drowth beginsto pinch afield of corn, the .o

by the very anomalous condition of the
weather,thetop wasluxuriantandthe root
undoubtedlycorrespondedomewhatothat
condition. When thewarm growing weath-
er changedtheroot could not furnish sup-
plies sufficient tokeepall theleavesgrow-
ing, sothe outer,or oldest ones failed and
turned yellow. 1t wassimply abalancing
up—acasting off the superfluous foliage,

BEET SUGAR.—Thebeetsugarindustryia
beingdiscussedin many partsof New York
State.. Factoriesaretobe builtin Scheeta-
dy, and are organizingat Middletown and
Wurteborough. Thesubjecisbeingstrong-
ly agitatedIn Elmira and Oswego. T h«
farmersaboutSchenectadwrevery enthusi-
asticover this beet raising, andit £ presum-
edthatdurin?the comingyeartherewill h«
every facilityforobtainingail the beet«that
can possiblybeconsumedin the200-tonfac-
tory. The Mohawk Valley BeetBugw
Company thatwasto begin operations " »
fall nearSchenectadyhasbeenforcedto de-

that the strengthmight beretainedorth elay ayearon accountofmachinery. Mr

centralshoots. Thesamethingalwaysoc-
curs under like circumstances. When a

pyer aFrench gentlemanof exberienoe
In'the business,is ¢boutto organize a <»m!

of
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