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FARMER BEN'S THEORY. 

BY JUDGE HABBIB. 

" I  tell ve, it's nonsense," said Farmer Ben. 
"  This farming by books and rules, 

And sendin' the boys to learn that stuff 
At  the agricultural  schools. 
Rotation o' crops and analysis I 
Talk  that to a young baboon I 
But ye needn't be tellin'  yer science to me 
For 1 believe in the moon. 

"  If  ye plant yer corn on the goin' moon, 
And put up the line for oows, 
You'll  find i t will  bear, and yer wheat will  too, 
If  i f  s decent land where't grown. 
But potatoes, now, are a different thing, 
They want to grow down, that is plain; 
And don't ye see you must plant for  that 
When the moon is on the wane ? 

" S o in plantin',  and hoein, and hayin' time 
I t  is well to have an eye 
On the hang of the moon—ye know ye can tell 
A wet moon from a dry. 
And as to hayiu', you wise ones now 
Are cuttin'  your grass too soon ; 
If  you want it to spend, just wait 'till  it's ripe, 
And mow on the full  of the moon. 

"And  when ail the harvest work is done, 
And the butcherin'  times come round, 
Though your hogs may be lookin'  the very best, 
And as fat as hogs are found, 
You will  find your pork will  shrivel and shrink 
When it comes on the table at noon— 
All  fried to rags—if it wasn't killed 
At  the right  time of the moon. 

"Wi th  the farmers' meetin's and Oranges now 
Folks can talk till  all is blue ; 
But don't you be swollerin' all ye hear, 
For there ain't  moie'n half on't true, 
They are tryin'  to make me change my plans, 
But I  tell 'em I'm  no such coon; 
I  shall keep right  on in the safe old way, 
And work my farm by the moon." 

C A B B A G E  plants set out in July should 
make good winter heads. They should be 
well cultivated- No plants respond better 
to the hoe—not even corn. Soot or lime will 
laid in kil l ing the fly. The best varieties are 
the flat Dutch and the Drumhead. 

Michigan Fruit  Prospects. 

BY SECRETARY GARFIELD. 

About the first of August I sent 100 postal 
cards in envelopes to the most prominent 
f ru i t growers in Michigan, asking them to 
return the percentage of an average crop 
that the orchards and vineyards promised for 
the crop of 1882, with such remarks as would 
naturally be suggested by the questions en-
closed. 

Nearly all of the returns have been made 
at this writing, Aug. 14, and I am quite sur-
prised at the results. Only one correspond-
ent puts the apple crop at a fu l l average, 
while 34 place it at less than one-fourth of a 
crop, 50 reports make it less than one-half a 
crop, and 75 less than three-fourths of an av-
erage yield. The following localities have 
the most promising show of apples; Ingham 
-Bay, western Muskegon, Manistee, Genesee, 
Allegan, Macomb, and Lapeer counties-
western Cass, western Kent, central Barry 
and eastern Ottawa all unite in the state-
ment that the f ru i t will  be imperfect, scabby 
and badly injured by insects. 

The crop of pears promises better than 
apples, and unless some new difficulty arises 
there will  be 75 per cent of a ful l yield 
l he re is less blight this season than for sev 
eral years, judging from reports to date. 

Feaches m unfavorable localities for this 
f ru i t are a complete failure. Upon high 
ground m the interior there will  be above 
half a crop, and upon the reliefs of Washte-
naw county even better than this; while 
upon the lake shore to the north there will 
be a light yield, of say 40 per cent. In Alle-
gan, Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon there will 
be two-thirds of a crop and the f ru i t very 
fine In Van Buren and Kalamazoo about 
half a crop. 

The most prolific f ru i t in Michigan this 
year is the grape. There are promises of a 
very ful l yield if the season is prolonged so 
that the clusters will  ripen. Many of the first 
setting were killed by frost. There is some 
mildew appearing in several localities, and 
the recent wet weather has developed some 
tendency to rot in places where this disease 
has appeared years before. 

The plum crop will  be a good average 
where persistent efforts have been made to 
fight the curculio. 

The peach yellows is gradually working 
northward. A few "sporadic cases" have 
been announced as far north as northern 
Ottawa and Kent ; but there is a united 
feeling among peach growers that every case 
must be stamped out at sight. 

There are a great many theories concern-
ing the cause of fai lure in apples. I t is laid 
to east winds, frosts, moist weather at t ime 
of blossoming, etc. The most common ex-
planation seems to be that the continuous 
frosts through May weakened the vitality of 
the young f ru i t so that i t dropped through 
June. The varieties of apples that have as 
yet hung on the trees best, are Baldwin and 
Golden Russet. Fa l l apples seem to be al-
most a dead failure. The Northern Spy 
which is a great favorite in our State will 
be represented by very small quantit ies in 
the f ru i t cellars next winter. Cider, apple 
jelly, and evaporated apples will  be reduced 
to a minimum. 

To the lovers of apple sauce I would coun-
sel the selection of the best substitute in the 
way of canned f ru i t that is possible, and be-
gin early. 

New that weeds have gone to seed farmers 
should take t ime to mow their gardens. 

Michigan Crop Report.—August 1,  1882. 

For this report returns have been received 
from 920 correspondents, representing 696 
townships. Five hundred and seventy-three 
of these returns are from 403 townships in the 
southern four t iers of counties. 

On the first day of August the wheat crop 
of Michigan promised an aggregate yield of 
32,000,000, bushels, which is an average of 18% 
bushels per acre of the acreage reported by 
the supervisors in May. This, is estimated, 
would have been the product had the entire 
crop been secured on that day. 

On the 31st day of July there began a rain 
which, for extent, duration, steadiness, and 
accompanying high temperature, has proba-
bly never before been known in Michigan du-
ring the wheat harvest period. From that 
date to and including the 8th of August it 
rained every day, and, here at Lansing, on 
several days almost incessantly. The temp-
erature during this time, as shown by obser-
vations at the office of the state board of 
health, was not below 65° F., and was fre-
quently as high as 84° F . The humidity of 
the air ranged f rom 60 to 95 percent of satur-
ation, there being over seven grains of vapor 
of water m each cubic foot of air. 

Concerning the damage to the wheat 
the following statements were received from 
correspondents August 8,9,10, and 11 • 

Oronoko, Berrien Co.—About 75 per cent 
oi the wheat crop is secured. The remainder 
is badly damaged in shock, and that which is 
stacked is damaged to a considerable extent. 
Wehave had ten days' rain. Between show-
ers it has been very hot, causing greater dam-
age to the wheat in shock and stack than 
would have been the case had the weather 
been cooler. 

Union, Branch Co.—About 4-5 of the 
wheat in this locality was secured. Ten 
miles north of here nearly all the wheat is in 
the field yet. Have had rain for the last 
eleven days. I think it safe to say that the 
wheat not secured is injured from 40 to 50 
per cent, 

Hillsdale, Hillsdale Co.—About 70 per cent 
of the wheat is secured. Have had just one 
week s ram. Heavy rain in some »arts of the 
country yesterday, cloudy and t ' t teatening 
to-day, Aug. 7. The wheat was set up in open 
shock generally and is badly damaged,—prob-
ably f rom 40 to 50 per cent, with prospects of 
still fur ther injury. 

Madison, Lenawee Co.—About three-
tourths of the wheat is secured, either in barn 
or stack. Rain commenced July 31, and there 
have been showers every day since (7 days), 
and the indications are that we shall have 
more soon. Probably l-io of the wheat not 
secured has been injured, someof it slightly. 

Milan, Monroe Co.—About two-thirds of 
the wheat has been secured, but the stacks 
are in a bad condition. This is the eighth day 
of rain, and the ground is the softest I ever 
saw it at this t ime of year, and the fields are 
under water now that have not been so for 
years. The wheat not secured is one-half 
spoiled, and if it does not clear off soon it will 
not pay to thresh it. Some have been thresh 
mg between showers in hopes to save a por 
tion of the crop. Oat fields are under water, 
making it impossible to harvest the crop with 
machines. 

Nottawa, St. Joseph Co.—About 80 per 
cent of the wheat has been secured, but many 
stacks are in bad condition, owing to rain 
and heat. There has been but little wind, 
Have had rain for nine days,—not contin-
uous, but several heavy showers each day 
Where not particularly well cared for wheat 
is worthless, and the best cared for, is unfit for 
flour. The greater loss will  be in the north 
ern half of the country. The weather for 
haying was bad. and many began harvesting 
before finishing haying. Some threshing has 
been done, and the wheat in yield and qua! 
ity is not as good as expected. 

Marshall, Calhoun Co.—About two-thirds 
of the wheat has been secured. The rain has 
continued seven days,—very wet and foggy 
this morning (Aug. 7), with wind southwlst. 
I he wheat not secured has been injured from 
one-third to one-half. Should the rain cease 
now a portion of the wheat that is out will 
grade No. 2, and part no grade. 

Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co.—About sev 
en-eighths of the wheat crop is secured in 
barns and stacks. Have had more or less 
rain for ten days. Most farmers report one-
lourth of the crop out, growing badly. Some 
townships secured very nearly all, ¿nd with 
a little more push there would have been no 
loss, for we had three weeks of as nice weath-
er as we could ask for. wheat that was cap-
ped has not grown so badly as that in open 
shocks. 
, Paw Paw, Van Buren Co.—About nine-
tenths of the wheat in this section (and per-
haps the whole county) was secure in barns 
or stacks in good order before the rain. The 
ram has continued eleven days, only one day 
excepted during the time. I should judge 
that the wheat not secured is injured fifty  per 
cent. That not secured was on heavy soil 
and later than that on sandy loam. Oats are 
now bemg harvested. 

Superior. Washtenaw Co.—About one-half 
of the wheat is secured. Stacks will  be in-
jured to some extent. Have had eight days' 
rain. Cannot state yet to what extent the 
wheat that is out is injured. Many fields are 
badly grown, owing to want of care in setting 
up, while other fields that were well set up 
in round shocks and capped are damaged but 
little. I th ink ful ly one-half of the crop is 
worthless except for feed. Fa r worse than 
the harvest of 1855. 

PrairieviUe, Barry Co.—About 90 to 98-100 
of our wheat was secured without a drop of 
ram on it. The wheat unsecured will  not ex-
ceed 5 per cen t This information is given 
f rom personal observation. I am informed, 

however, that in adjoining towns on timbered 
lands the loss will  be greater. 

Chester, Eaton Co.—Not more than five per 
cent of the wheat in this vicinity has been 
secured. The rains have continued nine days. 
I should say that forty per cent of the wheat 
is injured that was not secured. The storm 
of to-day(August 8) has been very severe, but 
to what extent it has damaged crops I am 
unable to say. 

Meridian, Ingham Co.— About one-half of 
u w ' h e a t w a s secured previous to the rains, 

which have continued nine days in succession 
and prospect of more to-day (August 9.) I t 
is hard to estimate the amount of damage to 
wheat remaining out. I think a t least one-
half of it is sprouted, and I consider it damag-
ed to the extent of 2p per cent of the value. 

Marion, Livingston Co.—One-half of the 
wheat crop in this section has been secured. 
The rain commenced July 31, and it has rain-
ed more or less every day since, being nine 
days. I should say that one-half of the wheat 
crop not secured is spoiled. 

Armada, Macomb Co.—About 15 per cent 
of the wheat crop was secured. The rain has 
continued nine days. I t is impossible to esti-
mate the extent of injury to that portion not 
secured: probably 25 per cent. 

Essex, Clinton Co.—About 25 per cent of 
the wheat has been secured in this town, less 
in the southwest part of the county. Have 
had nine days ' ra in and fair prospects for 
more. We are literally flooded. The damage 
to wheat unsecured is 50 per cent, and should 
the ram continue two days more will  be unfit 
even for feed. Wheat in shocks is 
badly. 

Grattan Kent Co.—Finished cutting wheat 
July 29. About 25 per cent is saved in good 
condition, the remainder is badly grown, 
nearly ruined except for feed. One week ag< 
the prospect was good for f rom 18 to 20 bush 
els to the acre, but we shall not get over one 
fourth that amount of good merchantable 
wheat. 

Lapeer, Lapeer Co.—One-half of the 
wheat crop was secured in good order before 
the rain, the remainder is badly damaged, 
much of i t growing in the shock. Unless 
we have bettex weather soon it will  be 
worthless. The rain began July 31, and has 
continued to this date (August 8) with very 
little prospect for clearing off. 

Thomville Lapeer Co.—My estimate 
that not much more than a quarter of the 
wheat is secured, and that f rom 15 to 20 per 
cent of i t is still uncut. That not secured 
is badly damaged. 

New Haven, Shiwassee Co.—The amount 
of wheat in stack or barn does not exceed 
10 per cent of whole crop. I t has rained 
every day more or less for 9 davs, and it 
still raining. A t least half the wheat not 
secured is grown, and if it does not clear up 
in a day or two i t will  all be ruined. Some 
large fields are not yet cut. Some farmers 
will  only use their crop for feed. 

•Port Huron, St, Clair Co.—More than one-
half of the wheat is out and is badly injured, 
North of this place it is nearly all out. Some 
was secured on Monday. I t is almost im-
possible to state the amount of damage done. 
A t least three inches of water fell in 24 
hours, beginning on Jnly 31, the weather was 
lowery and damp August 2,3,4, and dry on 
the 5th and 6th. Had a heavy shower on the 
7th, and another to-day. (Augnst 8). 

Burton, Genesee Co.—About one-third of 
the wheat crop has been secrued in barns or 
stacks. The rain has continued about nine 
days. I t is difficult to estimate the damage 
to the wheat not secured, probably about 20 
per cent. On Sunday and Monday, the 6th 
Mid 7th considerable wheat was seemed, but 
i t was quite wet and cannot come out in good 
order. 

-Boston, Ionia Co.—About one-quarter of 
the wheat was secured. The rain has contin 
ued nine days—the heaviest rain-fall ever 
known. Clawson wheat is nearly ruined, 
—sprouts are green, having second leaf. One 
farmer has 1,400 bushels out and has offered 
it for $300. Ful tz wheat, one- fourth grown. 
The splendid crop of this country is nearly 
ruined and farmers are quite disheartened. 
There was but little Ful tz sown,—what has 
been secured and threshfed yielded about 35 
bushels per acre. 

Arcada, Gratiot Co.—About one-half the 
wheat secured. Have had more or less rain 
for ten days, and still continues. Wheat 
injured about ten per cen t 

North Star, Gratiot Co.—Have had rain 
every day except one since July 30, and wheat 
is badly damaged. Ful tz wheat, with its 
hard kernel and close-fitting hull, has suffered 
the least. Not 5 per cent of the wheat has 
been drawn in. Close assorting before thresh-
ing is all that will  render any of our wheat 
fit  for marke t Raining to-day (Aug. 10.) 

Eureka, Montcalm Co.—A bout 30 per cent 
of the wheat has been secured. It has rained 
more or less for nine days. The wheat that 
is out is probably damaged 75 per cent. 

Richmond, Oceola Co.—About one-fourth 
of the wheat was secured, and one-tenth of 
the remainder injured. Have had six days' 
rain. 

St. Charles. Saginaw Co.—About 20 per cent 
of the wheat is secured in barns or stacks. 
I t has rained every day since July 31 to date 
(Aug. 8.) Thq wheat that has not been se-
cured is injured 25 per cent, and this will  be 
raised to ful ly 50 per cent if the rain continues 
a few days longer. Some pieces have not been 
cut yet, and are in a bad condition. 

Aimer, Tuscola Co.—About one-half the 
wheat was secured before the rain, which has 
continued ten days with the exception of one 
or two days. I t is difficult to estimate the ex-
tent of the damage. The loss by growing, 
setting over, and in the shelling of that por-
tion uncut, I should think perhaps 25 per cent 
or more. If it does not clear off soon the 

for wheat uncut will  be worthless, except 
feed. 

From the above it appears that one-fourth 
of the whole crop, or about 3,300,000 bushels 
in the southern two tiers of counties, and 
one-half to two-thirds of the crop, or about 
8,000,000 bushels in the third and fourth tiers 
making a total of over 11,000,000 bushels of 
wheat in the southern four tiers of counties 
unsecured, all of which is badly damaged, 
and much of which is probably entirely 
worthless. 

Oats, it is estimated, will  yield 34, and bar-
ley 26 bushels per acre. Corn improved du-
ring July, but is yet 17 per cent below the 
condition August 1,1881. Meadows and pas-
tures, and clover sowed this year, are in good 
condition. Apples promise 62 per cent, and 
peaches 64 per cent of an average crop, as 
compared with 87 and 80 per cent respect-
ively July 1. 

is 

Talks on Poultry,  No. 14. 

In a poultry jourual there recently ap-
peared two engravings—one of a pair 
of fowls as they grew fifty  years ago, and 
the other as bred to-day. We were quite 
scarce around here fifty  years ago, but pre-
sume the picture was true to life. 

Without any particular shape,and feathers 
lying around on that shape permiscuously, 
they laid a few eggs in the spring and laid 
o f f t he remainder of the year, thus laying 
the year around. 

From a necessary evil fowls have risen 
unt i l now there are different breeds and 
families with registered pedigrees, and 
journals devoted exclusively to this sub-
ject. 

Figures have shown fowls to be profitable. 
The sum invested small and divided among 
so many the risk is l igh t ; fresh eggs and 
chicken meat just when you want it, are 
convenient; and their use as scavengers, 
coining into money swarms of troublesome 
flies and injurious worms and insects, tak-
ing them from around the house and build-
ings where birds would not venture, must 
not be overlooked. A fine flock of fowls adds 
beauty and gives a look of life to a place that 
not nothing else can. Wi thout fowls a farm 
looks deserted, and with a flock l ike those of 
fifty  years ago, as though the owner was jus t 
that far behind the times. 

These facts are noticed now because it iB 
nearly fair t ime, and this subject will  be gen-
erally discussed. Fairs have done their ful l 
share towards causing fowls to be ap-
preciated by farmers. By the exhibit ion of 
different breeds, farmers can decide which 
they prefer. 

We have wondered sometimes why breed-
ers of fancy fowls could not sell or exhibit 
their stock upon their record of number of 
eggs or pounds of meat—in fact upon their 
merits. Fancy cattle are based upon the 
number of pounds of butter or beef, sheep 
upon wool or mutton, and breeding penB of 
fowls could go upon the month ly record of 
eggs or pounds of meat at a given age. A t 
present fowls are judged or scored entirely 
upon color, finely penciled and well laid 
feathers, regularity and shape of comb, color 
of legs, etc. "Handsome is that handsome 
does," and financially " f ine feathers do not 
make fine birds." 

J OLD POULTRY. Grand View Farm, 
Kalamazoo. 

To HASTEN EARLY  CORN.—Some weeks 
ago we referred to a method communicated 
to us bv Judge Miller, of Missouri, a noted 
horticulturist and nurseryman, of obtaining 
corn for the table a full week earlier than by 
the ordinary way. This was, that as soon 
as the ear was formed to break down the top 
but leaving it sufficiently erect that the 
pollen of the tassel may dust the silk of the 
ears, as they may not be ful ly impregnated 
should the stalk be topped and the tassel be 
removed. Repeated experiments made had 
convinced h im of its real value, and we 
mention the matter again in order—as the 
t ime is near at hand when the exper iment 
may be tested, and as our first reference to 
it may have been forgotten—to recall atten-
tion to it and reap whatever advantage 
there may be in it.— Germantoum Tele-
graph. 

CAREFULLY  conducted experiments have de-
monstrated that seasoned wood, well satura-
ted with boiled linseed oil or crude petroleum 
when put together will  not shrink in the driest • 
weather, Wheels have been known to run 
many years, even to wearing out the tires.— 
Journal of Chemistry. 

MOST farmers now are ready to concede that 
level culture is best for corn aside f rom the 
saving of labor, and many are of opinion that 
i t is equally desirable for potatoes, especially 
in,a dry season—Massachusetts Ploughman. 

A GENTLEMAN  who has travelled exten-
sively through the Western States says tha t 
the best corn is in Indiana^ 


