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CABBAGE plants setout in July should
makegood winter heads. They shouldbe
well cultivated- No plants respond better
to the hoe—notevencorn. Sootor lime will
laid in killin theflﬁ/. The bestvarietiesare
the flat Dutchandthe Drumhead.
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FARMER BEN'S THEORY.
BY JUDGE HABBIB.

"l tell ve,it's nonsense,"said Farmer Ben.
" This farming by booksand rules,
And sendin'the boysto learn that stuff
At the agricultural schools.
Rotation o' crops and analysisl
Talk that to a young baboonl
But ye needn't be tellin' yer scienceto me
For 1 believein the moon.

If ye plant yer corn on the goin' moon,

And put up the line for oows,

You'll find it will bear, and yer wheat will too,
If if sdecentland where't grown.

But potatoes,now, are a different thing,

They want to grow down, that is plain;

And don't ye seeyou must plantforthat
When the moon is on the wane?

"So in plantin', and hoein,and hayin' time
It is well to have an eye
On the hang of the moon—ye know ye can tell
A wet moon from a dry.
And asto hayiu', you wise onesnow
Are cuttin' your grasstoo soon;
If you want it to spend,just wait 'till it's ripe,
And mow on the full of the moon.

"And when ail the harvest work is done,
And the butcherin' times come round,
Though your hogsmay be lookin' the very best,
And asfat ashogsare found,
You will find your pork will shrivel and shrink
When it comeson the table at noon—
All fried torags—if it wasn't killed
At the right time of the moon.

"With the farmers' meetin's and Oranges now
Folks can talk till all is blue;
But don't you be swollerin' all ye hear,
For there ain't moie'n half on't true,
They are tryin' to make me changemy plans,
But I tell 'em I'm no such coon;
I shall keep right onin the safeold way,
And work my farm by the moon."

Michigan Fruit Prospects.

BY SECRETARY GARFIELD.

About the first of Augustl sent100postal
cards in envelopestothe most prominent
fruit growersin Michigan, askingthemto
return the ﬁercentageof anaverage crop
thattheorchardsandvineyardspromisedfor
the cropof 1882,with suchremarksas would
naturally besuggestedy the questionsen-
closed.

Nearly all of the returns have been made
at this writing, Aug. 14, and | am quite sur-
prised at theresults. Only one correspond-
ent puts the apple crop atafull average,
while 34placeit at lessthan one-fourthof a
crop, 50reportsmake it lessthanone-halfa
crop,and 75lessthanthree-fourthsof an av-
erageyield. The foIIowinfg localities have
the mostpromisingshowof apples;Ingham
-Bay, western Muskegon,Manistee, Genesee,
Allegan, Macomb, and Lapeer counties-
westernCass,westernKent, central Barry
and easternOttawa all unite inthe state-
mentthatthe fruit will beimperfect,scabby
and badly injuredby insects.

The crop ofpears promises better than
applesandunlesssomenew difficulty arises
there will be 75 per cent of afull vyield
Ilhereis lessblight this seasorthan for "sev
eral years,judging from reportsto date.

Feachesn unfavorablelocalities for this
fruit are a complete failure. Upon high
ﬁroundm the interior there will be above

alf acrop, and uponthereliefs of Washte-
naw count&/ even better than this; while
uponthelake shoreto the north there will
be alight yield, of say40per cent. In Alle-
%an,Kent_, Ottawa,and Muskegonthere will

etwo-thirds of acrop and the fruit very
fine In
half a crop.

The most prolific_fruit in Michigan this
yearis the ?rape. There are promisesof a
very full yield it the seasonis prolonged so
that the clusterswill ripen. Many of the first
settingwerekilled by frost. There is some
mildew appearingin several localities, and
therecent wet weather hasdeveloped some
tendencytorot in placeswhere this
hasappéaredyears before.

The plum crop will beagood average
wherepersistentefforts have been madeto
fight the curculio.

The peachyellows isgradually working
northward. few "sporadic cases" have
beenannounced asfar north asnorthern
Ottawa and Kent; but there is a united
feelingamongpeachgrowersthat every case
mustbe stampedout at sight.

Thereareagreatmany theories concern-
ing the causeof failure in apples. It is laid
to eastwinds, frosts,moist weather attime
of blossoming,etc. The most commonex-
Planation seemsto be that the continuous
rosts throughMay weakenedthe vitality of
the youngfruit so that it dropped through
June. Thevarietiesof applesthat have as
yet hungonthetreesbest,are Baldwin and
GoldenRusset. Fall apEI>_Ies seem tobe al-
most adead failure. he Northern Sply
which is agreat favorite in our State will
be representedby very small quantitiesin
the fruit cellars next winter. Cider, apple
jelly, andevaporatedappleswill be reduced
to aminimum.

To theloversof applesaucel would coun-
selthe selectionof the bestsubstitutein the
way of cannedfruitthatispossible,and be-
gin early.

New that weedshavegoneto seedfarmers
should taketime to mow their gardens.

CONSEQUENCE

THAX THE FARM,

Michigan Crop Report.—August 1, 1882.

For thisreportreturnshavebeen received
from 920 correspondents,representing 696
townships. Five hundredand seventy-three
of thesereturnsarefrom 403townshipsin the
southernfour tiers of counties.

On the first day of Augustthe wheat cro
of Michigan promisedan aggregateyield o
32,000,000pbushels which isanaverageof 18%
bushelsperacreof the acreagereportedby
the supervisorsn May. This, is estimated,
would havebeenthe producthad the entire
crop beensecuredonthat day.

On the 31stday of July therebegan a rain
which, for extent, duration, steadiness,and
accompanyinchigh temperature has proba-
bly neverbeforebeenknownin Michigan du-
ring the wheat harvest period. From that
dateto andincluding the 8th of Augustit
rainedeveryday, and, here atLansing,on
severaldaysalmostincessantly. The temp-
eratureduringthis time, asshownby obser-
vationsat the office of the state boardof
health,wasnotbelow 65° F., and was fre-

uently ashigh as84°F. The humidity of
theair rangedfrom 60to 95percentof satur-
ation,therebeingoverseven?rainsof vapor
of waterm eachcubic foot ot air.

C?nﬁ:ernin thedamageto the whea
the following statementsverereceivedfrom

correspondent®August8,9,10,and 11«

_Oronoko, Berrien Co.—About 75 per cent
oi thewheatcropis secured. Theremainder
is badly damagedin shock,andthat which is
stackedis damagedto aconsiderableextent.
Wehavehadtendays'rain. Betweenshow-
ersit hasbeenvery hot,causinggreaterdam-
age to the wheat in shock and stack than
would havebeenthe case had the weather
beencooler.

Union, Branch Co.—About 45 of th
wheat in this locality was securedT en
miles north of herenearly all the wheatis in
the field yet. Have had rain for the last
elevendays. | think it safeto say that the
wheatnot securedis injured from 40 to50
per cent,

Alm
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however,thatin adjoiningtownson timbered
landsthe losswill be greater.

Chester, Eaton Co.—Not moretharfiveper

centof the wheatin this vicinity has been
secured. Therainshavecontinuednine days.
| shouldsaythatforty percentof the wheat
isinjuredthat wasnot secured. The storm
of to-day(August8) hasbeenvery severe but
to what extentit has damagedcrops I am
unableto say.

MerLdian, Ingham Co.—About one-half of

u W'heatwas ‘securedpreviousto the rains,
which havecontinuedninedaysin succession
and prospectof more to-day (August9.) It
is hardto estimatethe amountof damageto
wheatremainingout. | think atleast one-
half of it is sprouted,andl considerit damag-
edto the extentof 2pper centof the value.

Marion, Livingston Co.—One-half of the
wheatcropin this sectionhas been secured.
Therain commencedluly 31,andit hasrain-
edmoreor lessevery day since, being nine
days. | shouldsaythatone-halfof the wheat
crop not securedis spoiled.

Armada, Macomb Co.—About 15 per cent
of the wheatcropwassecured. Therain has
continuedninedays. It isimpossibleto esti-
matethe extentof injury to that portion not
securedprobably25per cent.

Essex, Clinton Co.—About 25 per cent of
the wheat hasbeensecuredin thistown, less
in the southwesipart ofthe county. Have
hadninedays'rain and fair prospectfor
more. We areliterally flooded. Thedamac[;e
to wheatunsecureds 50 per cent,and should
the ram continuetwo daysmorewill beunfit
evenfor feed. Wheatin shocksis
badly.

Grattan Kent Co.—Finished cutting wheat
July 29. About 25per centis savedin good
condition, the remainder isbadly grown,

€earlyruined exceptfor feed. Oneweekag<

the prospectwasgoodfor from 18to20 bush
elsto the acre, but we shallnot getoverone

IMPROVE»

JYOTJB SUBSCRIPTION
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wheatuncut will be worthless, except for

eed.

From the aboveit appearshat one-fourth
of the whole crop, or about 3,300,000 bushels
in the southerntwo tiers of counties, and
one-halfto two-thirds of the crop, or about
8,000,000bushelsin the third andfourth tiers
making a total of over 11,000,000bushelsof
wheatin thesouthernfour tiers of counties
unsecured,all of which is badly damaged,
and much of which isprobably entirely
worthless.

Oats, it is estimated,will yield 34,and bar-
ley 26bushelsperacre. Corn improved du-
ring July, butis yet 17 per cent below the
condition August 1,1881. Meadowsand pas-
tures,and clover sowedthis year,arein good
condition. Applespromise62 percent, and
peaches4percent of anaverage crop, as
comparedwith 87and 80 per cent respect-
ively July 1.

Talks on Poultry, No. 14.

In a poultry jourual thererecently ap-
peared two engravings—one of a pair
of fowls asthey grew fifty yearsago,and
the otherasbredto-day. W ewere quite
scarcearoundherefifty years ago, but pre-
sumethe picturewastrueto life.

Without anyparticularshape,andeathers
lying aroundon that shape permiscuously,
they laid afew eggsin thespringand laid
offtheremainderof the year, thus laying
theyeararound.

From anecessaryevil fowls have risen
until now there are different breeds and
families with registered pedigreesand

journals devoted exclusively to this sub-

fourth that amount of good merchantableject.

wheat.
Lapeer, Lapeer Co.—One-half of th
wheatcrop wassecuredin good order before

Figureshaveshown fowls to be profitable.

©rhe suminvestedsmall and divided among

Hillsdale, Hillsdale Co.—About 70per cent therain, the remainder isbadly damaged, so many the risk is light; fresh eggs and

of the wheatis secured. Have had just one
weeksram. Heavyrain in some»artsof the
country yesterday,cloudy and t'tteatening
to-day,Aug. 7. Thewheatwassetupin open

shockgenerallyand is badly damaged,—prob-

ab_I?/ from 40to 50 per cent,with prospectsof
still furtherinjury.
Madison, Lenawee Co.—About three-

tourthsof the wheatis securedeitherin barn
or stack. Raincommenceduly 31,andthere
havebeenshowersevery day since (7 days),
andtheindicationsare that” we shall have
more soon. Probablyl-io of the wheat not
securedhasbeeninjured,someofit slightly.

Milan, Monroe Co.—About two-thirdsof
the wheathasbeen secured, but the stacks
arein a badcondition. Thisis theeighth day
of rain, andthe groundisthe softest 1 ever
saw it atthistime of year,andthefieldsare
underwaternow thathavenot been so for
years. The wheat not secured is one-half
spoiled,andif it doesnot clearoff soonit will
not Bay to threshit. Somehavebeenthresh
mg betweenshowersin hopesto save a por
tion of thecrop. Oaffieldsareunder water
makingit impossibleto harvestthecrop with
machines.

Nottawa, St. Joseph Co.—About 8Oper
centof the wheathasbeensecuredput many
stacksarein bad condition, owing to rain
and heat. Therehas been but little wind,
Have had rain for nine days,—not contin-
uous,but several heavy showers each day
Where not particularly well caredfor wheat
is worthless,andthebestcaredfor, is unfit for
flour. Thegreaterlosswill bein the north
ern half of the country. The weather for
hayingwasbad.andmany began harvesting
before finishing haying. Somethreshinghas
beendone,andthe wheatinyield and qual!
ity is not asgoodas expected.

Marshall, Calhoun Co.—About two-thirds

Van Burenand Kalamazoo about of thewheathasbeensecured. Therain has —sproutsare

continuedsevendays,—verywet and foggy
thismorning (Aug.7), with wind southwlIst.
| he wheatnot securedhasbeeninjured from
one-thirdto one-half. Shouldtherain cease
now a portion of the wheatthat isout will

gradeNo. 2,andpartno grade.

Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co.—About sev
en-eighthsof the wheat crop is securedin

disease barnsand stacks. Have had more orless

rain fortendays. Mostfarmersreport one-
lourth of the crop out, growing badly. Some
townships securedvery nearlyall, ¢nd wit
a little morepushtherewould have beenno
loss,for we had threeweeksof asnice weath-
er aswe could askfor. wheatthat was cap-
pﬁd hkasnotgrown sobadly as that in open
shocks.

, Paw Paw, Van Buren Co.—About nine-
tenthsof the wheatin this section (and per-
hapsthe whole county) wassecure in barns
or stacksin goodorderbeforetherain. The
ram hascontinued elevendays,only oneday
excepted during the time. should judge

that the wheatnotsecuredsinjuredfifty per

cent. That not secured was on heavy soil
andlaterthanthaton sandyloam. Oatsare
now bemg harvested.

Superior. Washtenaw Co.—About one-half
of the wheatis secured. Stacks will be in-
jured to someextent. Havehadeight days
rain. Cannotstateyetto what extentthe
wheatthatis outisinjured. Manyfieldsare
badly grown, owing to wantof carein setting
up, while other fields that were well setup
in round shocksand cappedaredamagedbut
little. I think fully one-half ofthe cropis
worthlessexceftfor feed. Far worse than
the harvestof 1855.

PrairieviUe, Barry Co.—About 90t098-100
of our wheatwassecuredwithout adropof
ramonit. Thewheatunsecuredwill notex-
ceed5per cent This information is given
from personalobservation. I am informed,

much of it growing in the shock. Unless
we have bettex weather soon it will be
worthless. Therain beganJuly 31, and has
continuedto this date ?Au ust 8) with very
little prospectfor clearingoif.

Thomville Lapeer Co.—My estimate
that not much more than a quarter of the
wheatis securedandthat from 15to 20 per
centof itis still uncut. That not secured
isbadly damaged.

New Haven, Shiwassee Co.—The amount
of wheatin stack orbarndoesnot exceed
10 percent of whole crog. It has rained
everyday moreor lessfor 9 davs, and it
still raining. Atleast half the wheat not
securedis grown, andif it doesnot clearup
in adayortwo it will all beruined. Some
large fields arenot yet cut. Some farmers
will only usetheir cropfor feed.

*Port Huron, St, Clair Co.—More than one-
half of thewheatis out and is badly injured,
North of this placeit is nearly all out. Some
was securedon Monday. It isalmost im-
possibleto statethe amountof damagedone.
‘At least three inches of water fell
hours,beginningon Jnly 31,the weatherwas
Iowerﬁ anddampAugust2,3,4,and dryon
the 5th and 6th. Had aheavyshoweron the
7th, and anotherto-day.(Augnst8).

Burton, Genesee Co.—About one-thirdof
the wheatcrophasbeensecruedin barnsor
stacks. Therain has continued about nine

days. It is difficult to estimate the damage

to the wheatnot securedprobably about 2

ercent. On Sundayand Monday, the 6th
Mid 7th considerablavheatwasseemed, but
it wasquite wet and cannotcomeoutin good
order.

-Boston, lonia Co.—About one-quarterof
the wheatwassecured. Therain hascontin
ued nine days—the heaviest rain-fall ever
known. Clawsonwheat is nearly ruined,
reenhaving secondleaf. One
farmerhas1,400bushelsout and has offered
it for $300. Fultz wheat,one-fourth grown.
The splendidcrop of this country is nearly
ruined and farmersare quite disheartened
Therewasbut little Fultz sown,—what has
beensecuredandthreshfed yielded about 35
bushelsper acre.

Arcada, Gratiot Co.—About one-half the
heatsecured. Havehadmoreor less rain
for ten days,and still continues. Wheat jq
injured abouttenper cent

North Star, Gratiot Co.—Have had rain
every dayexceptonesinceJuly 30,andwheat
is badly damaged. Fultz wheat, with its
hard kernelandclose-fittinghull, hassuffered
the least. Not 5percentof the wheat has
beendrawnin. Closeassortingobeforethresh-
ing is all thatwill renderany
fit for market Raining to-day (Aug. 10.)

Eureka, Montcalm Co.—About30 per cent
of the wheathasbeensecured. It hasrained
moreorlessfor ninedays. The wheat that
is out is probablydamagedr/5per cent.

Richmond, Oceola Co.—About one-fourth
of thewheatwas secured, and one-tenthof
theremainderinjured. Havehad six days’

rain.

St. Charles. Saginaw Co.—About 20percent
of the wheatis securedin barns or stacks.
It hasrainedeverydaysinceJuly 31to date
(Aug. 8.) Thqwheatthat has not been se-
curedisinjured 25per cent,andthis will be
raisedto fully 50percentif therain continues
afewdayslonger. Somepieceshavenotbeen
cutyet,andarein abad condition.

Aimer, Tuscola Co.—About one-halfthe
wheatwas securedbeforetherain,which has
continuedten dayswith the exceptionof one
ortwo days. It is difficulttoestimatethe ex-
tent of thedamage. The loss by ﬁrowing,
settingover,andin the shellingof that por-
tion uncut, I shouldthink perhap25per cent
or more. If it doesnot clear off soonthe
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of our wheat

chickenmeat just when you want it, are

convenient;and their use asscavengers,
coining into moneyswarms of troublesome
flies andinjurious worms and insects, tak-

ing them from aroundthe houseand build-

ings wherebirds would not venture, must
not beoverlooked. A fine flock of fowls adds
beautyandgivesalook of life to aplacethat

not nothingelsecan. Without fowls afarm

looks desertedand with aflock like thoseof

fifty yearsago,asthoughthe ownerwasjust

that far behindthe times.

Thesefactsarenoticednow becauseitiB
nearly fair time,andthis subjectwill be gen-
erally discussed. Fairs havedonetheir full
share towards causing fowls to be ap-
preciatedby farmers. By the exhibition of
differentbreeds,farmerscan decide which
they prefer.

We havewonderedsometimeswhy breed-
ersof fancy fowls could not sell or exhibit

their stockupontheir recordof numberof

eggsor poundsof meat—in fact upon their

merits. Fancy cattle are basedupon the
number of pounds of butteror beef,sheep
upon wool or mutton, and breedingpenB of

fowls could go uponthe monthly record of

eggsor poundsof meat atagiven age. At

presentfowls arejudged or scored entirely

upon color, finely penciled and well laid

feathers regularityandshapeof comb, color

of legs,etc. "Handsome isthat handsome
does,"and financially "fine feathersdo not

make fine birds."”

Grand View Farm, ;

Kalamazoo. OLD POULTRY.

To HASTEN EARLY CORN.—Some weeks
agowe referredto amethod communicated
to usbv JudgeMiller, of Missouri, a noted
horticulturistand nurseryman,of obtaining
corn for the table afull week earlierthan by
the ordinary way. This was, that as soon
asthe earwasformedto breakdown the top
but leaving it sufficiently erect that the
pollen ofthetasselmagdustthe silk of the
ears, asthey may not befully impregnated
should the stalk betoppedand the tasselbe
removed. Repeatedexperimentsmade had
convinced him of itsreal value, and we
mention the matter again in order—as the
timeis nearat hand when the experiment
may be tested,and as our first referenceto
it may havebeenforgotten—torecall atten-
tion toit and reap whatever advantage
there may bein it.— Germantoum Tele-
graph.

CAREFULLY conducteexperimentshavede-
monstratedhat seasoneavood, well satura-
ted with boiled linseedoil orcrudepetroleum
whenputtogetherwill notshrinkin thedrieste
weather, Wheelshave beenknowntorun

many years,eventowearing outthe tires.—

Journal of Chemistry.

MosT farmersnow arereadytoconcedethat
level culture is bestfor corn asidefrom the
savingof labor,andmanyareof opinion that
it is equallydesirablefor potatoes,especially
in,adry season—Massachusetts Ploughman.

A GENTLEMAN who has travelled exten-
sively throughthe WesternStatessays that
the bestcornis in Indiana”



