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Forcing Rhubarb.

Outsideof placeswberethereare pro-
fessionalgardenersthe forcing of vege-
tablesis very little knownin tbis conn-
try. Peoplein generalarecontentwith
"things in their season," and do not
troublethemselvesto furce or retard.
Perhapsthe easiestvegetableto foroe is
rhubarb:and by taking a little trouble,
materialfor piesand saucemay be had
someweeks in advanceof the supply
from the openground. The things need-
ed areclumpsof rhubarbroots,soil, and
a dark,warm place. The roots should
be dugbeforethe groundfreezesbut in
most placesthere is usually an "open
spell” thiB month whenit may be done.
As fine rhubarb as we ever saw was
forced in a barrel or cask; the roots
placedin on alayer of soil and surround-
ed byit, the cask covered tight and set
near the furnace in thecellar. A box
to hold the roots,and setin a cupboard
or closetin the kitchen, will answer; or
a box or barrel mav be nlaced in the
kitchen. Keep moderatelywarm, and
seethat the rootsare sufficiently moist.
A few roots will give an astonishingly
abundantsupply, much moretenderand
crisp and less violently sour than the
out-doorcrop.—American Agriculturist.

SUBSTITUTE FOB GLASS FRAMES.—The
Irish Farmer's Gazetteprintsthe follow-
ing: |If gardenersand otherswill give
a trial to the following plan, they will
find it lessthan one-fourth the expense
of glassframes and much more useful:
Take white calico of a olose texture,
stretch it and nail it on frames of any
sizeyou wish; mix two ouncesof lime
water, four ounces of linseed oil, one
ounceof white of eggsandspreadeven-
ly onthe oloth with a brush.

DON'T wait for somedodyelseto go
ahead. Breakyour own path. Don't
pat off to day's work until to-morrow
In hopesthat it will be dope for you.j

[Printed by KalamazooPublishing Co.|
. Publishersof the Daily and Weekly Telei
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They keepno account of the actual

cost,onegreat drawback to agricult-

ural prosperitybut keepright on year

afteryearin the sameold routine. Ev-
; . enif weleavethecostof pastureout en-
SOMEHOW OR OTHER WE GET ALONG'< tirely, which some may tbhink is too
high, and the particularsof which we
donot wish to enter into now, even
then therewould be but a small mar-
gin left to piy for feeding, watering,
stabling, milking, and the manif Id
manipulations of the milk to trans-
form it To butter.

But thereis no usedwelling on the
dark sideof the pictureif thereis any
way of remedyingit. In thiscure we
think thereis. Of courseif we couid
reacha first-class market,that would
help us, but this can not bedone, as
we said before, without cooperation,
and we are not quite rea'y yet lor
that.

Il we could double the production,
making an averageof 300 poundsin-
steadof 150then at 20 centsper pound

we would have $6000, left, or about
But whentherain andthe stormare o'er that, to pay.forlabor expended. We
The aftersunshinds twice assweet.

Througheverystraightwe havefounda road, Navestudiedthis subjecta long time,
In everKgrlef we have found a song. and have seenmany waysin which
W\?uqas\/oemgﬁcgagre&rrig?\?vgia\a/gtoo\tNgllct)h there might be improvementin the
g g: line of butterproduction, but the first

FSotrotOP:jlLt))//g;(%gm%?wﬁé?gsgr%%%gﬁ}her, stepwe would advisetakingisto begin
Sir boyshavecailedus 'father'and 'mother,” with the right class of cows. 01

And all of themliving and doing well. courseeach person interestedin this
We owenomana peny,my dear, bi has hi d ¢ which
We both of usliving andwell and strong. ~ Subject has his own ideas of whic
Goodman,| wish you would smoke again. breedof cattleis best adaptedto the
And think how well we havegot along. wants of the farmer. Each may be

goodin its way, but for the average

He filled hisEipeWith a pleasantaugh.
He kissednis wife with atender pride, S S .
farmer of Michigan it is home im-
provementwe seek after. The small

He said,"I'll doasyou tell me,love,
farmer of from 40to 160acredof land,

Il just countupthe other side."
Sheleft him alonewith his betterthought,

who to make it profitable must vary
his crops, producing something ot

And lifted her work with alow, sweetsong,

A songthat'sfollowed me manya year—
"Somehowor otherwe'll get'a'ong!"

mosteverything that can be profita-

bly grown on this soil, and in this

climate we must not lose sight of.

It has been said, and truly, tha' We know of no breed of cattle
"He who causestwo -blades of grass which canso meet his wants as the
to grow where but one grew before,is Holsteiu. Yes, they are great milk-
a public benefactor." The saying ers;iswhat many saywho have never
holdsgoodin regard to other things seennor paid any attentionto them,
aswell asthegrowing of grass. He buttuatseemstoimply that thereis
who shall put usin theway o. produc- something wrong somewhere; at
ing two poundsof butter, as cheaply thoughthe milk might be partly of
aswenow produceone, will bea bene- the pump Variety or asthough it was
factor to the farmers. notmilk we wanted. The Holstein is

The productionof butter by the av- of fine form, not rough as has been
eragefarmerof Michigan doesnot pay claimed by some, although not so
thecost,doesnot give anythinglike a square and of blocky shape as the
fair return for the labor, indoors or Hereford or shorthorn which have

The goodwife bustledaboutthe house,
Her facestill bright with a pleasantsmile
As broken snatcheof happy song
Strengthenedher heartandhandsthe while.
Thegoodmansatin the chimneynook,
His little clay pipewithin his [ips,
And all he hadmadeandall he'd lost
Readyand clearat his finger tips.

"Good wife, I've just beenthinking a bit;
Nothing hasdonevery well this year,
Honeyis boundto be hardto get,
Everything'ssureto bevery dear.
How the cattlearegoingto befed,
How we'reto keepthe boysat school,
Is akind of debitandcreditsum
| can'tmakebalanceby any rule."

Sheturned aroundfrom the baking board
And facedhim with a cheerfullaugh;
"Why, husbandonewould really think
That the_fgood rich wheatwasonly chaff.
And what if wheatis only chaff.
As long aswe both arewell and strong;
I'm not a womanto WOHP/ a bit,
Somehowor other we'll get along.

"Into all livesrain must fall,
Over all landsthe stormsmust beat,

The Holsteins.

THE FARM, AN»

In the same Journal for January
1875, acorrespondenbf the Western
Rural says, "he has a heifer from
which 4Jpounds of butter are made
from every 8 gallonsof milk."

In the March number we have an
accountof onepound of butter from
14 poundsof milk, andthe samewrit
er brings testimony to prove they
arenot grossfeedersashas sometimt
been claimed, but require less food for
sizethan the other breeds.

The famous Holstein cow "Tek
elaar" madein six days17 pounds14
ouncesof butter. "Gwaan" belong-
ing toJ. Tefflt, Elgin, Illinois, from
May 9th, 1876to April 13, 1877, gave
12,009] poundsof milk.

Referringto the catalogueof Smith
& P<well, SyracuseN. Y., we se« at
the head "Aszie" with a record
84J p<undsin one day, 18004 15-16
poundsin oneyear.

Ten cows three years old and up
wardsaveraging 14,164 15-16 pounds
in amilking year,and 12 heiferi two
years and under, averaging 9,711
pound«. Butter from 19 15-16a? head
to 85-15by a heifer23months old.

Nearerhomein our own Statewe
have "Chautauqua Girl" owned by
W. K. Sextonof Howell, with a milk
record ot 85 poundsin one day, 2.400
in thirty days, and a batterrecord of
threepounds per day. It was his
small, though very select herd of
Holsteinswe first hadthe privilege of
seeing,and being particularly struck
with their appearance,as embodying
all our ideal of what a cow should b
becauseof her great useto, and uer
intimate relation to mankind, we
since, have embraced every oppor-
tunity ti studyher history and char-
acteristics. We find theseto beof a
very strong character indeed. All
their quality is deepmilking richness,
and keeping quality of milk, about
the latter of which might be written
an article itself, somuch differenceis
therein milk in this respect, their
largesize, prime beef, early maturi y
easykeepingandin connection with
all thesethe strengthand uniformity
of their charcterizing joints, make
them a safeinvestmentfor the farmer
who desiresto improve the milking
qualities of his cows. If he have
shorthorn, or shorthoin grades not
only the milking qualitieswill be in-

outexpendedto gatit. We have kept been bredso long for beef-producing . o-q0 1 byt the sizeand vigor of the

a personalrecord,haveread reportsof qualities. Yet the real animals, not
dairymen, andtalked with farmers pictures, will not unfavorably com-
who have paid someattentionto the pare with the so-called beef breeds,
subject,and asa conclusion find, that andtheir meatis claimed to be equal
150 poundsis a pretty good average in point of distribution of fat, the
for a cow to makein a year. point par excellence in a well-bred
Now for an approximatecost. We steakor roast.
feed our cows during the winter The Holstein matures early. The
months, commencingin November calves are hearty, eager eaters, and
and keepingit up until into May, fully the large amount of skimmed milk
six months, at least, four quarts of |eftaftertaking thecream for butler,
ground feed;a mixture of oats, corn makesit necessaryto supply but little
and wheatscreeningsworth at cheap- other food tor their rapid growth.
estprice,one centperquart making  Thejr milking points are all well
$1.20permonth, or $7.20 for the six geyelopedand the whole bteed seem
months. She wiil alsorequirea ton characteristically alike, which looks
of hayorits eq .ivalent, worth usunlly {4 ,sas though deep milking would
$10.00. If weraisea large amountof .4t pe-an accident, but a surety.
corn, and preservethe fodder in good Now for some proofs in regard to
condition, we may m ke thecostof iheir milking qualities.
rough feedsomewhatlessthan if feed- First, before going into these de-
ing exclusivelyon hay, butethe esti- 45| would call your attentionto a
matewe will find is not too high. remarkin the " American Stock Book
The pasturethrough the summeris and FarHes" as tothe milking quali-
worth $10.00moremakingin all $27.20 tjes of the Shorthorn. The idea is
for feedalone. These figures are as somewhat prevalent, that journal
ioW asit is possibleto makethem, and says: "That Shorthorn cows are not
treatour cowswith any generosityor good milkers. It has been obtained,
fairnessif we expectareturnlin kind. without doubt from the fact of the
The troublewith agricultural jour- well-known efforts made to perfect

animals crossed with the Holstein
blood. At presentprices, it will be
hardly possiblefor the averagefarmer
to purchasea herd of pure blood Hols-
t in cows, but hecanavail himself of
a cross, being careful to select pure
stock,and by a careful and judici* us
breedingsoimprovethe quality of the
co«s he keeps, that his butler will
bring him full returns for his labor
besides leaving a margin of profit,

both on it, and theanimals he will
have to sell for beef. E.G. W.
Some Good Varieties of Potatoes.

Brother Cobb:—In looking over the
visitos of March 1st, | notice let-
ters from several brothers in regard
tothe White Elephant potato.' Last
year| plantedonepound of seedcon-
sisting of four small potatoeson black,
sandy,and clay soil. They were cul
tivated but once each way with a
horseand were never hoed. | har-
vested from them two and one-half
bushelsby measure. | raised eleven
other varieties, two of which | can
highly recommend.

| planted one peck of the Chicago

nalsusuallyis, they put the costof their fatteningqualitiesin accordance marketvariety, about the middle of

keeping too low, and profitof pro- with Bakewell, saying that all was
ducetoo high; quoting city markets, uselessthat was not beef; and it is
when farmersmustsell attheir home trueof many families of shorthorns.
marketunlessthe specialbusinessen- Others are superior milkers. The
gagedin is large, or thereisa co-opera- original Holstein blood of the Durham
tion and productionof the samequali- and Holderness districts was famous
ty of the article, oy several persons. for its milking qualities, and it is dif-
Neither oneof thesethingsat present ficult to breedit out with all the cul-
at least,can the averagefarmer profit turewhich modern improved short-
by. Last year in our market town horns have received."

the averagepriceof butterwas20cents |+ we trace the Shorthorns all
perpound. The yearbeforelécenfe, hroughtheir history we will find the*
both muchhigherthan the preceding njking families to consist of the
tw# or threeyears. 150poundsof but- \yphjte ~spotted and roan varieties,
terat20centsperpound is $30.00, at gescendantof the same cattle whose
16 cents $2400, leavinga profit to pay color and "milking quality” have not
for laboron the onehai d of $2.80, on peen entirely, improved away. The

the otheralossof $3.20. This is-not
a fancy sketch, but the real truth.
Ask farmersif it paysto make butter?
"No," "they will say, "but we must
haveitto use,andit is handyto have
someleft over to buy groceries etc."

milk recordof the Holstein is simply
enormous. In the "Live Stock Jour-
nal" for May 1876,isa very elaborate
accountgiving as a result 225 Hol-
stein cows showing an average of
8,833poundsof milk per year.

June. The seed had been kept in a
warm, damp,cellar, and had grown

Sproutsfrom a footto eighteeninches
long, andthe sprouts had sappedthe
potatoesto such an extent that fully

one-half of tin, hills never started.
Thesewere plantedcloseto the woods,
and about one-fourth of these gave
veiy light returns on account of the
shade. Nearly one-halfof the remain-
dervereplantedon a stiff sod. These
sufferedto quite an extent from the
drouth. | harvested fourteen and
three-fourthsbushelsof as handsome
potatoesas| eversaw. Tubers large,
solid, neverhollow, good keepers,dry
and mealy. One of the very best for

tableor market; eyes few, and even
with the skin; earlierthan the Early

Rose,andmuch resemblingit in color
and shape. | haveaboutten bushels
for sale.

The Early Rose seed, nearly all
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grew, but yielded fully 50 per cent
lessfrom the sameamount of ground.
I will nextspeakof the Early Ver-
mont. A variety which | have raised
four seasons. And all who have ever
tested this variety under favorable
circumstancescan testify that | do
not praisethem too highly. In form
and color they aresimilar to the Eariy
Rose. Tuber». large, never hollow,
flesh white, dry and mealy, excellent
for table use or market. They are
very productive,ripen aboutthe same
time asthe Early Rose, and will keep
nicely underfavorable circumstances
until the first of July. | have alsoa
few bushe'sof theseand twenty-five
bushels of White Russian Oats for
sale. H. M. RICE.

Lawrence,Van Buren Co,, Mich.
Silos.

Silos have beenusedin this vicinity
three seasons,including the present
winter. It istime now perhapsto be
ableto form some estimate of their
general successasan investment in
milk farming.

A goodsilo built of masonry can be
madefor about on*; dollar per ton of
its storage capacity; varying some
what according to size, natural ad-
vantages of situation, etc. Wooden
onesmay be built cheaper,but are not
expected to last as long. To this
must be addedthe cost of cutter and
power. For asmallsilo a horse-power
will dover/ well, but for cutting two
or threehundredtons of- green corn,
steamisthe cheapestpoWer. It is ad-
mitted by all who have watched its
usethatit is a perfectly healthy food
for cattl-'. Evenbetterthanhay some
claim, as it preservesthe cornin a
green and succulent condition, thus
keepinga summer feedfor winter use,
and answering the purposeof roots
which the English farmers prize so
highly.

But corn stalks are not a well-bal-
anctd food by themselves, whether
green or dry; andit is generally con-
ceded that the best results are ob-
tained by feeding ensilage with hay
and grain. Somehoweverhave made
experimentsin wintering dry cows
and oxen entirely on ensilageand re
port fairsuccess. The estimatesof its
value as comparedwith hay vary a
good,deal.

Onelargemilkman whom | inter-
viewed says that whtn fed with hay
and grainin the productionof milk,
two tonsof ensilageare equalin value
to one ton of hay. Other estimates
vary someaccordingto how it is used;
most of them placing its value at
from one-half to one fourth that of
hay by weight. As the yield is from
ten to thirty tonsper acre by actual
test,and the costof a tilo need not
exceed the costof a barn to storea
correspondingamountof hay, it will
beseenatoncethat ensilagefurnishes
a cheapand profitable fodder.

The first seriousset bick that ensi-
lage has received is from the New
York CondensedMilk Company who
buy a large proportion of the milk
produced here. After long and care
ful experimentthey have decided not
to buy any moremilk madefrom en-
silage Altoough it is perfectly sweet
when received, and good in all the
elementsthatgo to make rich milk,
yet its keepingqualitiesare impaired.
As their condensedmilk is sealed up
in tin cansand warrantedto keep for-
ever, if its keeping qualities ari not
perfectit is unfit for their use. En
silagemilk however, makes excellent
butter, and sells well in the New
York market. And asits most enthu-
siastic admirers are those that have
usedit the most, | think we may
safelysaythat the silo has made it-
self a permanentinstitution in our
farming, C.E. BENTON.

Sharon,Conn, March 25, 1884.

ONB of the resultsof the late Commis-
sionerLe Duo'sexperimentin tea rais-
ing atthe Southhasbeen the adoption
of the teaplantin some localities as a
hedgeplant,for which it is admirably
adaptedwhensoil and climate are oon
genialto its growth. It growslow. bushy
and well branched, with dark, glossy,
evergreenleaves,andin autumn is dec-
oratedwith large,pure white flowers.

LAST year's sorghum crop in the
United Statesyielded 12,898,098 gallons
of syrup and 509,731 pounds of sugar.
Kansasled in productionof syrup, and
New Jerseyproduced the most sugar.
The sugarsold readily at eight cents,
andthe syrup at from 40to 60 cento.

IMPROVE».»

YOUK SUBSCRIPTION
WILL EXPIRE WITH THIS.

Proper Food for Chickens.

A Dutchesscounty, N. Y.. poultry
raisersendsthe following excellent and
practical article to the Country Gentle-
man: "For young chicks just hatohed|
use a custard made of equal partsof
eggsand milk. The voung things eat
very little, and thatrlittle must be whole-
some and satisfying. To have strong,
sturdy chicks,theyshouldremainon the
nestat least48 hoursafterhbtohiDg. As
soon as all the eggs which will are
hatchedl clearthe nest of shellsand
unhatchedeggs,throw the hen off the
nest «.havingpreviously placed food and
drink within herreach)and allow her to
remainuntil herwantsarerelieved, after
which shewill return and be quiet for
the 48hours, or until time to remove
her,with her brood,to the coopor build-

ing where they are to remain
until  weaned. If a steady sit-
ter, and the eggs are all right,

the hen will hatch them out uni-
formly. Long beforethe chicks begin to
hatch all unfertilized eggs should have
beenremovedfrom the nest. At theend
of the first twenty-four hours | place
someof the custardon A shinglein front
of the nest, and the hen, if a good
mother, will call her brood and feed
them. Thisfood is the very best they
can take, being soft,digestible and nu-
tritious. It is nearlythe samenourisn-
merii-.that heretofore has supplied the
growth of the chicks. | generallyar-
rangeto have severalbroods hatch at
the same time, when there is little
trouble. | feed the chicks sometimes
half adozentimes a day when small.
They do notrun at large!exceptin the
very warmestportion of the day, until
afterseverald»ys,andif the weatheris
bad, not beforeaweekold. | continue
this custard, beginning when two or
three days old, to introduce with it
crackedcorn,wheator buckwheat,so that
they maybecomeaccustomedo it by de-
greesuntil capableof subsisting on it
entirely. When fed whole grain, or even
meal,the chicksmustbeallowed plenty
of freshdrink (wateris the best)andrun
on thegroundor where they can have
freeaccessto gravel or coal ashes. For
green food | usechoppedonion tops if
I cangetthem. If not, | give finely cut
lettuce,freshtender grass or running
mallows, of which they are very fond
when in confinement. My chicks al-
waysthrive;| seldomloseany. To make
the custardl take one egg,well beaten,
and add three tablespoonfulsof new'
milk and bakein a small shallow pan.
This preparationmakesa custardsostiff
thatit will breakintolumps and noneis
wasted,aswould bethe case with softer
food It is betterthanhard boiled eggs.
| haveusedbreadandmilk, but it is not
sogood. Oneeggmakessufficientfood
per day for eight or tenchicks at first, of
the small breeds. The larger breedsof
chickenscansoonerbe weanedoff. The
expensds notgreat,taking into account
the nice, thirfty condition of the fowls.
They keep ahead of all disease,and
thereis nolossif careful to prevent ac-
cidents. They make fine birds when
grown up, and splendid hens for egg
production. With the closest calcula-
tion it takesabouta bushelof corn per
vear for ahen. If other grain is used
with it of course less will be required,
but all fowls for thrift and profit must
begiven one feed of corn daily. With-
out it they 8top just short of the desired
result,whether it be flesh or eggs. |
feedadult or laying fowls a soft, warm
feedin the morning, and find the guan-
tity of eggsincreasedby doing so.

The Milk War.

Thereis agreatdealof irregular moral
suasiongoing on in some of the dairy
districts from which our city's supply of
milk is largely drawn, but so far as the
questionof pricesis concernedthe far-
mersarein the right. Prices are cus-
tomarily made by sellers, not buyers,
andif the buyer doesnot like them it is
his businessto go without unlesshe can
find the eajiiearticle somewhereelse at
figures wittilin his means. No one who
knows anythingaboutfarming can im-
aginefor amomentthat three centsper
quart, which is the price the dairymen
have beenreceiving,is enoughfor milk
during the season when the animals
must be shelteredand carefully fed in-
steadof being allowed to graze. The
farmersdemanda half cent more per
quart,andthey deserveit. If they can-
not get it in any otherwaylet them
combineand supply consumers direct,
without assistancefrom pump handles
or waterfaucets,and the business will
soonregulateitself.—[Exchange.

Blunt's Prolific Corn for Ensilage.

B. P. Ware, of Massachusetts,last
seasonplanted four acres of Blunt's
Prolific, some of which grows to 15
feetin height,and some will weigh
nine poundsto the stalk. He culti-
vated with horse-power,and seven
men and two horses were employed
in harvesting;and th-se were neces-
sary to keepthe cutter running with
a six-horsepower engine (which he
ordinarily used for pumping water.)
He cut theensilageat threeeightsof
aninch, andappliedto thesilo a pres-
sure of 1,000poundsto a squareyard.
The siloswere filled with the product
of four acresof corn and three acres
of rowen. |lu feedin* he gave 60
pounds a day, or two bushelsto each
cow. His animals liked it. It in-,
creasedthe quantity of their milk and
its quality is excellent.



