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THE BICYCLE. 

Whisking through the woodlands, 
Flashing over bridges; 

Darting past the orchards, 
Coasting down the ridges; 

Whirling o'er the meadows, 
Glint of polished steel, 

Bless me this is pleasant, 
Riding on a wheel! 

With a rubber lire, 
Tireless I ride; 

Passing men and horses, 
Silently I glide; 

Pretty, pretty miidens 
Watch me as I pass, 

Wave their kerchiefs to me, 
Sitting on the grass. 

Rustics in the furrow 
Stop the plow to stare 

At the flying figure 
Sile t as the air; 

Timid village ladies 
Anxiously observe 

That there must be danger 
Going round the curve. 

Every one is looking 
At my silent flight; 

Hardly do they see me, 
Ere I'm out of sight; 

Down the hilly roadway 
With a bugle peal, 

Bless me this is pleasant 
Riding on a whael! 

Butter. 

For the Grange Visitor. 

Having been called to act as one of 
the judges on butter and cheese at the 
late State Fair , I was forcibly reminded 
of the fact that Michigan is far behind 
her sister States of the Northwest in the 
quality of her dairy products. In 1880 
Michigan produced in round numbers 
38,000,000 pounds of butter and Wiscon-
sin 33,000,000 pounds. I a m led to believe 
that the production of Wisconsin sold 
for one-half more than did Michigan. 
Why is this you may ask. Have they 
abet te r soil or clipiate? A better or 
more intelligent people? Nc, will  be 
the answer of every Michigan man and 
woman. Why then? For the reason 
that we are a better wheat producing 
State, and have given more atten-
tion to that branch of industry to the 
neglect of our dairy interests. So far 
as 1 know we have never had either a 
State or local fair for the exhibition of 
dairy products only. Wisconsin luts a 
State Dairy Association, and many lo-
cal ones. This has stimulated them 
and they are producing large quantit ies 
of- fine dairy products which bring 
prices that would astonish the average 
dairy women of Michigan! When they 
see the quotations of creamery butter 
at 20 to 45 cents a pound, while their 
own products are selling in the same 
market at 10 to 25, they presume tha t 
there is some mystery about this cream-
ery business, that i t is a kind of butter 
that they cannot produce. Such is not 
the fact, just as good butter can be pro-
duced, and sold on the market upon its 
merits, f rom a dairy of 10 to 20 cows as 
f romany higherntunber. Thislknow. 
Four years experience warrants this 
assertion. First, we must learn the 
quality of butter tha t has the highest 
commercial value. Not that which 
pleases us most or some one or two 
persons whom we supply are satisfied 
with. Butter which will  sell best in 
the open market must first have flavor, 
grain, color, and be salted in the right 
proportion. Grain is almost as indis-
pensible as flavor. But ter fresh f rom 
the churn that is without grain may 
taste well and satisfy those who are ac-
customed to it, but when sent to the 
market to be sold will  often sell at half 
price. 

All  that is necessary in order to have 
good butter is first, good cows, well-fed, 
carefully and cleanly milked, and 
when you have good pure milk all that 
is needed to have good butter is the 
necessary materials and implements. 
The t ime has been when the making of 
good butter was a question of skill an<J 
experience. Now it is one of neatness 
and mechanical manipulation. 

Deep setting, in deep cans, in tanks of 
water, or the use of some one of the va-
rious creameries that use water, 
and ice, or ice -alone, are indispensible 
in making butter that has good com-
mercial value, unless one has both ex-
perience and skill. 

Just which plan or system of deep 
sett ing is best to use, I do not under-
take to say, but use sbme one of them. 
There are two: or more made m this 
State, 6ne at Schoolcraft and one at 
Fl in t . 

If  you wish to make butter, good but-
ter, purchase some one or njore of the 

able treatises on the dairy. Study them 
carefully. Go or send some one of your 
intelligent neighbors to a dairy conven-
tion in Wisconsin or Northern Ill inois 
and learn what good butter is. I mean 
butter that has a commercial value. 
When you have done this you will  not 
mak  ̂ sweet grease to sell at a low 
price, or rancid grease to be used by the 
manufacturers of wheel grease. 

I fuess there - re5 000,000 pounds of 
butter made in this State which is even-
tually used for this last purpose, and I 
guess there is not 2,000,000 made which 
brings the highest price varying with 
the supply and demand from 20 to 45 
cents a pound. We ought to have one-
half of all our butter so made as to 
command the highest price. We can if 
the intelligent men and women of 
Michigan will  wake up and take hold 
of this matter as they can and ought 
to do. 

HENRY CHAMBERLAIN. 
Three Oaks, Sept. 24,1883. 

How Much Business Knowledge Should a 
Farmer Possess 1 

We reply, as much as he will  be called 
upon to use in {he practical affairs of 
life, I t is those who attend well to the 
business ¡part of farming that reap the 
fullest reward of their labor, What we, 
call business knowledge is that knowl-
edge which enables a man to look after 
the debt and credit of the farm during 
the year; that which keeps a co "rect 
account of all the expenditures, and all 
the products of the farm, showing at 
the close of the year what the entire 
gain or loss is, and on what. Now a 
farmer who can always tell, in regard 
to his business, whether he is gaining 
or losing, has the right kind of knowl-
edge. Knowledge which is the finger 
on the diirl  plate of business, that al-
ways poiiits to the true condition of 
his affair^. In school we are drilled in 
'certatn sradies by which we are ¿up-' 
posed to get an educational t raining 
that will  fit  us for the Various duties 
in our life-work. But merely acquir-
ing general principles, or abstract 
knowledge, fits one very poorly for the 
active duties of this life. When we 
come to practice we want something 
more specific than general theory. The 
"three r's" are all r ight as far as we 
went in them; but we did not learn 
in the schoolroom, how to use them in 
our common business affairs. The 
most valuable thing about learning 
and knowledge is to know how to 
make the best use of them. There are 
a hundred and one things that the far-
mer comes across in his affairs that 
were never dreamed of in the school 
room. A hundred and one things that 
perplex him in his business, that he 
learned by theory in the schoolroom, 
but which he does aot know how to 
solve on the farm. Now learning 
how to master these litt le unsolved 
problems is what we mean by under-
standing the busimess part of farming. 
Taken altogether tfeey put the husband-
man into a new school, and if  he is 
a diligent pupil he will  learn to mas-
ter them as he goes along. But man is 
a dull pupil whea his business, or 
trade, is the schoolmaster. The maa 
who works hard dislikes to take the 
pen or pencil to do any writ ing, or at-
tend to mere business matters. Hence 
he soon becomes to unaccustomed to 
wri t ing a letter, note or a receipt that 
he will  drive five miles to town to get 
a lawyer or conveyancer to do it for 
liim. Now a little attent ion to these 
simple matters would save him t ime 
and money, and add a good business 
qualification to him as a farmer. I t is 
true, that the note, receipt, contract or 
lease must be correctly drawn, and 
that is all the better for him. I t is fol-
lowing correct rules that benefits us 
the most. We axe a free and inde-
pendent people. But we have ope 
sovereign, Law, who holds us to its 
dictum despite all we can say or do to 
the contrary. This sovereign's " ipse 
dixit" makes business business. I t is 
easy enough to wri te " I owe you," 
which is the pith of a promissory note, 
yet law prescribes a form for it and 
we must follow it. So it is in regard 
to a receipt, contract, deed or mort-, 
gage. These forms can easily be mas-
tered. I t is said that seven-eights of all 
litigation comes from misunderstand-
ing, mismanaged business, or the little 
mistakes and errors, that creep into 
bargains or contracts. Suppose the 
Grange lodge should give an hour or 
so, each meeting, to business forms, 
including every kind that the farmer I 

has to deal with, or should understand. 
Let some competent instructor, and 
that could be some Granger who could 
fit  himself for the task, take this mat-
ter in hand, and how much valuable 
information could be given when it is 
much need. There is a great lack of 
knowing how to do many little things 
that are connected with the farmer in 
various ways. Who hold our township 
and many of our county offices V They 
are largely held by iarmers. But we 
will  include the mechanic and laborer 
with them. Now take the town-
ship officers, from pathmaster to super-
visor, and how indifferent or inefficient 
do we find men to be in the little offi-
cial acts that their office requires of 
thein to perform. You .will  find a n an 
who has ability enough for a legislator 
fail ing to make a correct report as 
pathmaster, or primary-school director. 
Now, as we have said, we find no fau j t 
with the average ability of the farmers 
or laborers who fill  these offices. But 
we do blame them, when we see that 
all the difficulty we refer to, arises from 
sheer neglect to give a litt le t ime to 
learning how to make a pathmaster's 
or school director's report, and men 
fail to do this correctly when they 
have only to read the printed form, 
and write down the answers to the 
questions asked, in the blank places 
left for that purpose. They h ive mere-
ly to lead and answer questions cor-
rectly and sign the report properly. 
And yet 'the number of these reports 
that are imperfectly' made out are 
greater than one would imagine. To 
be acceptea they must be correctly 
made out. ForUiere the law steps in, 
as sovereign, and s ys this business 
must be done according to my dictum. 
"Obey or suffer the penalty;" which is 
a loss to the road or school district or 
township. The'townsli ip and county 
offic s are part «£ the State machinery, 
and must all bwkept in good running 
order. A brok® cog or small wheel, 
or anything out Rf gear results in dam-
age to the entire machinery. So it is 
with these incoirect, l itt le official acts. 
Looking at this matter f rom a personal 
point of view; f t is for the interest of 
any flaitn to do well whatever lie has to 
do. We know a man may get into Con-
gress and not know how to make a 
school director's report, or write a 
promissory note. Yet i t is absolutely 
necessary to know how to do these 
things correctly: Business is business 
here as well as it is in the Executive 
office at Washington. And i t is just 
as necessary tha i i t be done correctly 
in one place as ii> the other. We need 
a new arithmetic in our schools—one 
that will  teach the science of numbers 
as applied to business in life, to farm-
ing, to township, county and Stale of-
fices. We want our boys and girls 
taught as they were in the days of Ag-
esilaus, King of Sparta, who being 
asked what things he thought most 
proper for boys to learn; answered 
•'Those which they ought to practice 
wken they come to be men." As we 
ha,ve said, we do not learn in our com-
mon schools enough o f . those things 
that-we are called on to practice, on the 
farm, in the workshop, township office, 
and so on, to the end of the business 
and official chapter of our experience 
in life. v. B. 

Galesburg, Oct. 5,1883. 

The Position of the American Farmer. 

F . G. E . ill  Western Farm Journal 
says: " I n no country is agriculture BO 
despised as in America. Tbe Emper-
or of China hqlds'the plow one day in 
the year a« a mark oi respec to agri-
culture. But, say j thf fast Yankee, 
China is barbarous. China has better 
agriculture than America. She has 
the largest population, tbe longest ca-
nal, the deet est well, the greatest wal', 
the loi \gf8t avenue of large tre°s in tbe 
world—she dates back in authent ic 
hietory before ou- christian era—fur-
nishes a good deal of our best scrip 
ture sayings—but is barbarous. A 
tenant farmer in English society ranks 
higher than proprietors of land in 
America. France does not, l ike 
America, legislate against her agricul-
turists, butleavea them free and un-
trammeleu and la commercially very 
successful. Her agricultural popula-
tion are peaceful and prosperous, and 
would so contioue if  political dema-
gogues would let them alone. Here 
we have demagogues and political 
quacks both to contend" with. 

THERE  is no short cut to excellence. 
In every department of human achieve-
ment . superiority is based upon toil, 
and success is reached only by effort. 

CLASS not thq idle among the living: 
they »are a sort of dead men who can't 
be buried. 

Is Chess A Grain? 

All  f" l iners have an opinion in re-
gard to the origin and propagation of 
chfss, sometimes called cheat, a grass 
wi i n grows amongst wheat. For 
years the question has been a vexed 
ooe, and the columns of the leading 
agricultural journals haze been used 
for its discussion. The reading, rhink-
iog, progressive farmers may be di-
vided into two classes, one favoring the 
theory that chess is a distinct grain 
produced by its own seed, and the oth-
er believing that it is a degenerate or 
changed wheat, or in other words a 
hybrid. 

The first class reasons that nature is 
constant and that throughout her wide 
doman like must produce like. If a 
grain of wheat is planted tbe result 
will  invariably be a stalk of wheat; i t 
cannot be a stalk of another k ind of 
grain. That no grain can possibly be 
produced from the seed of another. 
They affirm that chess is a distinct 
specie of grain, and account .for its 
growing in wheatand oat fields by the 
tact that tbe seed has by soms coinci-
dence got in wi th the seed wheat or 
oats. Tney, however, take their strong-
est stand on the principle that no 
known example exists where l ike pro-
duces anyth ing but like. 

The second class acknowledge the 
principle cited by number one as true, 
but claim by facts and practical illus-
trations that a decided exception be 
made in the case of chess. They state 
that whenever the main or tap root of 
this cereal is injured through any cause 
there is not sufficient vitality left to 
produce a perfect stalk of wheat, and 
thus grows up this modern tare, or 
chess. T h f y cite examples without 
nunaber where wagons have been driv-
en across wheat fields during winter, 
and in summer the tracks are marked 
perfectly by these stalkB of chess. One 
farmer wno now holds an important 
county office, in talking on this subject 
recently, stated that a horse on his 
farm leaped the fence bounding the 
pasture lot one day last winter and ran 
across a field of wheat to the next en-
closure. This summer the hoof pr ints 
of the animal could be distinctly traced 
by h jot shaped clumps of chess. An-
other county officer states that on a 
plot of ground where a quant i ty of 
cleaned wheat was spilled in the fall, 
v getation sprang up and no care be-
ing given it and considerable travel 
passing over it the next year the re 
salt jvas nothing but a clump of chess. 

Jus t such examples as these have 
been brought up for several years in 
agricultural journals and these were 
no; cited as new or as proving any-
thing, but simply to show the l ine of 
argument used by those farmers favor-
ing the latter theory. The question 
has iever been settled and most of the 
more influential journals have tabooed 
the subject believing i t impossible of 
settlement. Th>± Rural New Yorker 
at one t ime offered a priz9of $1,000 for 
an accurate solution of fhe puzzle. A 
number ot farmers' clubs have also of-
fered small amounts for a head of 
wheat and chess coming from the same 
root. Although many believed i t im-
possible to f ind such a growth, it ha-, 
never been done uuti i one week ago 
last Fr iday, Sept. 7th, when in conse-
quence Calhoun County comes to the 
front to sett le the question of half a 
century 's standing. 

On that day a large number of pros-
perous farmers had gathered at the 
farm of Wil l iam H. Miiborn, twelve 
miles north of thiscity, to assist in the 
annual task of threshing. A large 
stack of white Russian wheat excited 
considerable interest, as it was the 
first raised in that section, and a par-
ty had gathered around it to examine 
the quali ty of the wheat kernels. Mr. 
Miiborn, while explaining the partic-
ular advantages derived from raising 
this variety, pulled a fine looking head 
at random from the stack as a fair sam-
ple of the heads. Mr. G. W. Case, a 
gentleman present, took the head and 
proceeded to shell out the kernels. 
When it was accomplished and the 
chaff blown out, the.e in his open 
palm ay an equal quant i ty of wheat 
and chess. The astonished farmers 
picktd up the head once more and it 
was given the closest scrutiny. The 
cells that contained the chesi were 
found to he slightly smaller than the 
wheat cells, but otherwise perfectly 
formed. Looking on at the t ime this 
was done, were Alonzo French, John 
Searles, WM. H. Miiborn, and several 
other gentlemen, all of whom are 
wil l ing to make affidavit to the t ru th 
of the above statement. Mr. Case, the 
farmer who shelled out ttie grain, will 
also swea. that he had handbd no 
chess that day and that his hands con-
tained no seeds of any description be-
fore the head was shelled. All  are 
farmers, well an.i favorably known in 
tbe county, and • f unquestioned Vte-
racit^. We have no doubt that the 
wheat snd chess were growing togeth-
er in the same head. That the head 
was produeeo from a kernel of wheat 
is certain, and in our mind settles the 
question that chess is a degenerate 
wheat. 

The kerne's of wheatand chess were 
wrapped in a paper by the farmers 
with extreme care, and are at this of-
fice, where they can now be seen by 
persons desirinsr to do so. The speci-
mens are genuine samples cf wheat 
and chess, and have been pronounced 
so by scores of farmers.— Marshall 
Statesman. 

Autumn Hints. 

Hens over two years, or having any 
deformity, scaly legs, lumpy gfeet, o r 
shabby appearance should be t-potted 
and sacrificed. Hens in perfect ;r im 
will  lay none toil well when egg- a r e 
28 cents per dozen. By the by. ;i« i t 
not wonderful how hens keep posted 
on the market reports for egg price» 
and guage their laying capacity ac-
cordingly. However, personally, we 
have no reason to comj lain. | f Most 
persons who care proper ly , for their 
fowls receive one half the number of 
eggs they have fowls at this the moul-
t ing season. 

Roosters, too, may be disposed of, 
and if you can buy a better one of the 
same breed as your fowls,so much the 
better. One man in our neighborhood 
is crossing Part r idge'Cochins w i tb 
Brown Leghorns; another, W h i t e 
Leghorns and Plymouth Rocks, and 
the writer has tried Bufr Cochin* and 
Whi te Leghorns, - t h e object being to 
recure the heavy weight of the larger 
fowl and tbe early matur i ty of the 
l ighter one. An agricultural paper is 
authority for the statement that in 
crossing fowls the better result is ob-
tained by having the rooster of the 
heavier breed. One farmer is using 
common fowls with a different rooster 
every year of each of the noted breeds. 
If  he persists a few years he wii]  have 
a n e w breed all to "himself. Tr>»*e 
facts are mentioned because flock», are 
saved or made up now for the nex t 
season. 

American Agriculturist says: To kil l 
fowls i t is convenient to have a large 
post set firmly in the ground with a 
smooth sawn top: on one side of t he 
post slightly flattened, nail a l«ard 
into one end of which has been sawed 
the letter V; let,this V project above 
the post and that will~hold the neck of 
the fowl just where you want it Post 
about three cr four feet high. 

Poultry Journal says : A strong 
wire with a few inches of one end 
beat parallel wi th the wire and fast-
ened to a stick a few feet long is useful 
in catching fowls in the day t ime 
w*hile eating. Catch one leg in your 
wire end and you-can draw the f o * . \ 
toward you without disturbing, i be . 
others. After ki l l ing bury tbe faw l 'e . 
head, as it may teach your or cat 
to catch chickens. Af ter di aasing the 
fowl the legs and feet should be burn-
ed, particularly if  they are rough or 
scaly, as this appearance is caused by 
a minute parasite or insect under the 
scales of the legs and feet, and to save , 
your other fowls from tbe same t rouble . 
this is the surest way.. 

If  this roughness appears on a fowl 
you do not wish to kill,  app] fe r c s e l l e 

oil. 

OLD POULTRY, 
Grand View Place, \ 

Kalamazoo. / 

THERE  are reports of Granee fairs in 
localities where the Order has gained 
such confidence as to feel justified in an-
peanng before the public with the 
f ru i ts ot labor shown distinctive) v in 
Grange fairs. The (¡range is an agri-
cultural orginization and it may there-
fore, very properly make public exhi-
bitions of its tr iumphs in its own ehos-
en held of labor, not that any product» 
pi the soil or orchard will  be anv better 
because produced by a member of the 
Order, but bringing such products into 
juxtaposition certainlv affords to ail 
who view them lessons of practical val-
ue, in comparisons easily instituted, in 
the stimulus given to those who axe at 
least successful, in wholesome emula-
tion. m many ways as in al l agricultur-
al fairs. I t is not important that premi-
ums be provided, nor that any set rules 
for the display of product ive establish-
ed; the main point is to make the show 
attractive by placing within it the best 
of every variety of products certifying 
the labor and skill of exhibitors.—Hus-
bandman. 

A . C. GLIDDEN  of P a w P a w i n & 
chat whi le at the state fair said h e 
would l ike to see a show in Micb5«ra& 
conducted upon the plan of tbe A W 
York state fair, excluding ail be. saw? 
montebanks, gamblers, t ide 
and liquor dealers. HewmiJd l ike to 
see a fair at which people c uld send 
the young folks of their families with-
out the constant fear of their hearing 
and seeing th ings that are a shame to 
a public gathering. H e believe i the 
cry that fairs cannot be made self 
support ing without the money paid 
by the l iquor dealers and side snows 
of a questionable character, was based 
upon no argument of fact. 

Corn husks braided make a service-
able and handsome mat. The braids 
to be sowed with sack needle and 
twine. 


