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The  Forsaken  Farm  House. 
Against the wooded hills  it  stands, 

Ghost of a dead home, staring through 
Its  broken lights on wasted lands 

Where old-time  harvests grew. 

Unploughed, unsown, by scythe unshorn, 
The poor forsaken farm-fields  lie, 

Once rich and rife with  golden corn 
And pale green breadths of rye. 

Of healthful  herb and flower bereft, 
The garden plot no housewife keeps. 

Through weeds and tangle only left 
The snake, its tenant, creeps. 

A lilac spray, once blossom clad, 
Sways bare before the empty rooms; 

Beside the roofless porch a sad, 
Pathetic red rose blooms. 

His track, in mould and dust of drouth, 
On floor  and hearth the squirrel  leaves, 

And in thé fireless chimney's mouth 
His web the spider weaves. 

The leaning barn about to fall 
Resounds no more on husking eves; 

No cattle low in yard or stall, 
No thresher beats his sheaves. 

So sad, so drear! It  seems almost 
Some haunting  Presence makes its sign ; 

That down yon shadowy lane some ghost 
Might  drive his spectral kine! 

y. G. Whittier  in the Atlantic. 

The  Droppings  of  Fowls. 
EDITOR OF THE GRANGE VISITOR:—I k e e p 

nearly one hundred hens and carefully keep the 
droppings of the roost, but I do not know how 
it  should be applied as a fertilizer.  Should it  be 
applied as a top dressing or mixed with  some-
thing  else and be applied as other manures? 
Please answer in the VISITOR and send a copy 
of the same to, and count me as a subscriber. I 
will  remit  the subscription  pric£  on receipt of 
the paper. Yours truly,  S. W. LA DUE. 

Coral, Mich.,  March 8, 18S6. 

The above letter-was referred by the 
the editor  of the V I S I T O R to Prof. W. J. 
Beal, of the Michigan Agricultural  Col-
lege, and we have from him the follow-
ing timely  answer: 

"The droppings of fowls make a very 
strong or concentrated fertilizer.  If 
placed into  hills  with  seed corn it  often 
does more harm than good, as the fer-
tilizer  is so condensed that it  kills  the 
young roots. 

"During  winter  or at any time while it 
is accumulating, keep boxes of very dry 
earth or muck handy and shovel some 
into  the bottom of the roosting place 
every week or so, thus increasing the 
bulk  of the fertilizer  tw o or three times, 
or more. This prevents the escape of 
ammonia, saving the manure, and di-
lutes it  suitable for use on the land and 
makes the coop healthier for fowls. 
Shovel it  over once or twice before us-
ing, breaking up the lumps well. Sow 
broadcast and cultivate or harrow in so 
it  will  be near the surface." 

About  Farmers'  Book-keeping. 
[Read before Woodland Lake Grange by A. 

G. Smith.] 

Our Worthy  Lecturer has placed my 
name on the program of entertainment 
for  this evening assigning to me the sub-
ject of keeping of farm accounts, or, in 
other words, book-keeping as applied to 
the business of the farm. Now, permit 
me to state that I am not competent to 
deal with  this subject as its importance 
demands, from the fact that I have 
never studied the science or learned the 
art of book-keeping, still  I may be able 
to present a few thoughts upon the sub-
ject that may be of some use to the 
members of this Grange. 

We find  from observation, and from 
dealing with  business men, that all of 
them, and especially those who are most 
successful, practice a thorough system 
of book-keeping, many of them employ-
ing a person called a book-keeper for 
that  purpose; and why? Why in order 
that  they may have a thorough knowl-
edge of their  business, so that they may 
know how to systematize, plan and man-
age it,  in order to make it  successful 
and remunerative. They know, at the 
close of each year, at least, just what 
their  receipts are, just what their  ex-
penses are, and consequently just what 
their  gain or loss has- been during  the 
year. Having the year's transactions 
and their  results all there before them, 
they can go to work intelligently  and 
plan their  next year's business, so that 
they may be reasonably sure of success. 
Now I think  I may safely say that the 
man that does not thus keep track of his 
business by a thorough system of ac-
counts is doing business in a loose and 
slipshod manner, and will  sooner or 
later come to grief; and this man is a 
representative of nine-tenths  of our 
farmers. They plow and sow, reap and 
mow, and carry on the business of the 
farm from year to year, without  any ac-

tual  knowledge as to what crops return 
a profit,  or if any of them do; and you 
ask them at the end of the year how 
much they have made during  the year 
and they can't tell  you, but guess they 
have gained a little;  don't  know. Now 
this is all wrong. A farmer, by keeping 
a thorough system of accounts, may 
know just how much profit  or loss there 
is on every crop he raises, and with 
this knowledge he can conduct his farm 
operations so as to make them a success. 
Now a few thoughts in regard to keep-
ing farm accounts. My idea would be 
to make a plat or map of the farm; 
number each field and open A debtor 
and credit account with  each, the same 
to be known by its number. Then 
charge up to each field what the land is 
worth.  This gives the amount you have 
invested in each .field. Now you pro-
pose to plant field No. 1 to corn. You 
haul manure on to that field. Charge it 
with  half price of the manure; also ex-
pense of plowing, fitting,  planting,  seed-
ing, cultivating,  hoeing, cutting,  husking, 
hauling  and cribbing,  taxes and interest 
and you have the actual cost of the crop. 
Now credit the field with  the number 
of bushels of corn raised and the value of 
the fodder, and you have the returns 
froip  the field;  the balance will  show the 
profit  or loss. Treat each field in the 
same way and you will  know what crops 
pay and what do not. Also keep a cash 
account of all that you receive and all 
you pay out and what for. This will 
show where to curtail  expenses, if that 
should be necessary. Also take an in-
voice at the end of each year of farm 
stock, teams, tools, hay, grain, provi-
sions, stalks, straw, improvements, &c., 
then deduct all indebtedness and you 
will  know just about how much you are 
worth  financially.  Now I believe that 
any farmer of ordinary  good-judgment, 
blessed with  fair  health, energy and 
push, by adopting such a system of ac-
counts as I have tried  to present for 
your consideration, joining  the Grange 
and subscribing for and reading good 
agricultural  papers, thus keeping up 
with  the times, will  or may become a 
successful farmer. 

Topics  for  Talk. 
PATRONS:—Inasmuch as about nine-

ty-nine  one hundreths of what we know 
has been told us by others, why not, in 
the few weeks before planting  time 
comes, give our experience in the V I S I -

TOR in the branch of farming  that we 
have been most successful in. For in-
stance, how we prepare the ground, 
what kind  of tools we use, how much 
seed we plant or sow, and how we culti-
vate. Celery has become almost a ne-
cessity in every well regulated family. 
Will  some of those that know just how 
to raise and keep it  successfully through 
the winter  and spring, tell  us how they 
do it.  By giving details you will  help 
many who are anxious to raise it  but 
don't  know how to. Onions is another 
crop that nearly every farmer has tried 
to raise in quantities all the way from 
a few fragrant  young onions for the ta-
ble, early in the spring, to a dozen acres 
for  the market. 1 have had some expe-
rience in this line and will  try and tell 
you in the next V I S I T O R how I raised 
more than one thousand bushels per 
acre. Let us, at the same time, hear 
you tell  how you have done the same 
thing  and perhaps we may both learn 
something that will  enable us to do bet-
ter than ever before. Let us do more 
as our Sisters are doing. When they 
succeed in making something good to 
eat they put it  into  the V I S I T O R and 
how often we are made to rejoice in our 
own homes for what our wives have 
learned from their  experience. In  a re-
cent article on potatoes and how to 
raise them, I saw recommended to plant 
twenty-five  bushels per acre. I would 
sooner plant that amount on three acres. 
Let as know, some of you that raise 
large quantities, which amount, is the 
nearest right.  The subjects that interest 
us are sure to interest others, let it  be 
about the gardens, farm,|poultry  yard, 
household, or even the question of com-
pound interest. I find,  ¡however, no 
authority  beyond Bro. Hill  for casting 
the stigma on our first  parent of being a 
Bloated Bond Holder.  But there is the 
best of authority  for saying that in an 
early day he 'made a - corner in raising 
Cain ami it  has been a great monopoly 
in  his family  since that time. The pro-
duction  has been compounded and kept 
at interest at a large per cent, for so 
long a. time that there seems to be en-
ough for all practical purposes were the 
world  a thousand times larger than it  is. 

May the Grange be the means of break-
ing up this business by replacing it  with 
that  Sweeter and better kind  of Cain 
the fruits  of which we all love so much. 

O. R. E. 

A Word  About  Pedigrees. 
Who has not seen animals with  pedi-

grees that if written  out would not reach 
way back across the water to their  na-
tive heath, which animals were not 
worth  their  transportation.  Is not that a 
good idea of scoring and registering 
fowls. Any fowl which scores 85 out of 
a possible 100 points, is entitled  to reg-
istration.  The value of the fowl in-
creases as its scoring approximates 100. 
The term "standard"  in trotting  stock 
furnishes another example. Any horse 
which trots in 2:30 is standard under 
the rules (though not necessarily "stand-
ard bred.") Do not these examples 
show that we are coming to the practical 
idea of registering stock, namely: regis-
tering  their  performances and valuing 
them accordingly. The American Jer-
sey Cattle Club established rules for the 
use of breeders of that stock scoring 
each point  one, two, five or ten, accord-
ing to its importance, the total scoring 
making 100 or perfection. They might 
have properly  extended the idea, mak-
ing the production  of a given number of 
pounds of butter  on a given amount of 
feed essential to record. Something like 
a scale of points is or ought to be used 
in judging all animals. Why not make 
it  the criterion?  This would tend to 
weed out worthless animals. 

By scoring the animal and recording 
it  with  its registration  one may always see 
how different  animals of the same breed 
will  nick as breeders term it.  Any stock-
man knows that two animals of equal 
individual  merit  may be mated and the 
result not be as good as either one. If 
the scoring was recorded an examination 
would teach the breeder more than 
years of experience. 

If  the executive committees of State 
affairs would offer as liberal  premiums 
for  American bred stock which reaches 
a certain fixed standard as for foreign 
bred stock, it  would solve the problem 
how to bring out the farmers stock, furn-
ish an incentive to breeders, and the 
ambition  of working  toward a fixed ideal 
standard. Breeders would bank them-
selves together receiving the benefits of 
association, of friendly  rivalry  and inter-
change of thoughts and methods. Ag-
ricultural  papers and stock journals 
would aid such a movement, not only 
because they represent the rank and file 
of farmers, but because it  should offer 
added patronage. Thus the skillful 
breedingof American bred, general pur-
pose, acclimated stock would be a real 
El Dorado and not an ideal Utopia. 

_ _ _ _ _ E .  W. S. 
T H R E S H I N G  C O R N . — W e have a method 

of harvesting which we have never seen 
mentioned, but which we 'like ever so 
much; it  beats a corn husker all out of 
sight. We put the corn in bundles as 
cut, and set it  in pretty  large shocks,and 
when well cured, on a bright  day, we 
draw it  to the barns and run stalks, corn 
and all through an ordinary  wheat 
threshing machine with  the concave 
dropped down, and prepared on purpose. 
The machine is run by steam, the corn 
is fed butt/  end first,  and is husked, 
shelled and cleaned all at one operation 
and in first-class style. No corn is left 
among the stalks, and the big [parts of 
these are so broken that they can be 
run  with  the straw carrier into  the mows, 
and, mixed with  a litde straw, keep in 
the best condition.  It  is no large day's 
work to thresh from 500 to 800 bushels 
of shelled corn.—Ex. 

J — 

K E E P a lookout ahead for the work 
that  will  have to be done in the next 
two months, and if there is anything 
which can be done toward advancing it, 
embrace the opportunity.  Remember 
that  time will  be precious after the plow 
starts again, and there will  be no profit 
in  stopping work to cut wood for the 
kitchen fire, or to mend up harnesses or 
carts. 

M A N U R E  should be put around rhu-
barb roots and small fruits,  and upon 
the asparagus beds, as soon as the 
ground thaws, if it  was not done last 
fall.  All  of them will  bear liberal  ma-
nuring,  and will  pay well for it. 

To know what they are eating, the 
city consumers of butter  should buy di-
rectly of the dairymen. The grocery; 
men buy to sell and that which affords 
the most profit  is just what they are go-
ing to sell. 

A R E P O R T from the Secretary of Tra-
verse District  Grange, No. 17, of a two 
days' meeting held at Monroe Center 
on the n th and 12th of March justifies 
the conclusion that the Granges of that 
district  are thoroughly  in earnest in 
Grange work. Important  questions 
were discussed and an excellent program 
presented and adopted for discussion at 
the next meeting of this District  Grange 
to be held at the Hall  of Inland  Grange 
June n th and 12th. Twenty-one ¡¡new 
members of the District  Grange were 
instructed  in the fifth  degree. 

THE first  and second numbers of The 
Forum  have come to our table. We 
have given them such examination as 
enables us to say it  is a new monthly 
that  will  from its first  issue take rank 
with  the old North  American  Retnew. 
And higher praise from our standpoint 
we could not utter.  It  is the same in 
size and price and is issued monthly  by 
the Forum Publishing Co., 97 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. We shall give a 
review of these two numbers in our next 
issue. 

W E T A K E pleasure in calling attention 
to the changed advertisement, in this is-
sue, of A. Vandenberg, of Grand 
Rapids. We are personally acquainted 
with  the gentleman and with  his work. 
He will  furnish  just the goods in kind 
and quality  that he offers every time. 
Any Patron- wanting a single harness 
should read his "ad ' and order a harness 
within  the time limited. 

d j o t i c c s o f H e e l i n g s . ^  • 

THE next session of the Clinton  County Po-
mona Grange, No. 25, will  be held at Dallas-
Grange Hall  on Wednesday, April  21, 1886, 
commencing at LOGO A. M. Morning  session 
will  consist of the usual routine  of reading and 
adopting minutes. Reports of Subordinate 
Granges, committees, &c. Afternoon session, 
1:30 1'. M. 

Address of welcome, Bro. P. T. Jolly. 
Response, Dorr  K. Stowell. 
Music, Dallas Grange choir. 
Essay by Sister Ii.  J. Parkes. 
Selection, Ida Freeman. 
Declamation, Chas. Sowle. 
Essay Mrs. Libbie Steward. 
Autobiography,  Mrs. Ann E. Rice. 
Declamation, O. F. Plowman. 
Essay, Mrs. Adaline Brown. 
Recitation, Sister Jennie. 
Paper, W. J. Hammond. 
The benefits of co-operation, Cortland Hill. 
Question, Resolved, That it  would be bene-

ficial  to the American people for the Grange and 
Knights  of Labor to co-operate—Discussion led 
by J. H Bush and Bro. Pease. 

EVENING SESSION, 7:30 P. M. 

Music. 
Essay, Miranda  Crampton. 
Selection, Harrison  Sutton. 
Declamation, Frank Cann. 
Song, Emma Rice, Minnie  Brown. 
Recitation, F. S. Brooks. 
Selection, Mrs. Mary O, Carew. 
By request the liquor  question of last meeting 

is held over. TRe public are cordially  invited 
to attend the evening meeting. 

J.D. RICHMOND,  Lec tu re r . 

ON account of the prevalence of diphtheria  at 
Moline,  Allegan Co., Mich.,  the annual meeting 
of Allegan County Grange will  be postponed un-
til  further  notice. T. C. BUSKIRK. 

Brauley, Mich.,  March 27. 

THE next meeting of the Calhoun County 
Grange will  be held at Battle Creek Grange 
hall  on Thursday, April  8, at 10 o'clock A. M. 
The following  is its program of literary  exercises: 

Discussions: 
Ought Congressman O'Donnell's sugar bill  to 

become a law? If  not, what legislation on the 
subject i i  proper?—Bros. Wm. S. Simons, E. W. 
Brown, Abram Minges. 

Will  it  pay to bale and ship hay?—George C. 
Hicks, Job Manby, John Allen. 

How may washing day be made easier?—Sis-
ters Onyx Adams, Marvin,  and Brown. 

Can we endorse the "Declaration  of Princi-
ples" of the Knights of Labor?—Perry Mayo, 
F. B. Garratt, and E. H. Hicks. 

Resolved, That none but American citizens 
should be allowed to own American soil.—S. E. 
Woodworth,  C. C. Poor man, and L. A. Randall. 

How may the efficiency of our common schools 
be increased?—Sisters John Woodworth,  Jane B. 
Hicks, and Bro. Onyx Adatns. 

Is plaster as at present manufactured beneficial 
to our land? Dpes salt as a fertilizer  pay? If  sot 
on what crops and soils?—C. H. Marvin,  Jona-
than Johnson. 

Does it  pay the farmer to keep bees?—Thos. 
Webb, C. B. Convis and A. W. I,ee. 

A report  from each Subordinate Grange is also 
expected. c . C. MCDERMID. 

THE next meeting of Berrien County Pomona 
Grange will  be held at the hall of Buchanan 
Grange at Buchanan on Tuesday, April  13, at 10 
o'clock A. M. The afternoon session of this 4&y 
will  be an open meeting at which the following 
program will  be presented: 

An address by Hon. t . G. Luce, Master of 
Michigan  State Grange. 

Essay by Miss Anna Ragatz, of Benton Har-
bor Grange; subject, "Who is Afraid  in the 
Dark?" 

Essay by Mrs. Nellie Royce, of Mt.  Hope 
Grange; subject, "L i fe 's Influences." 

Recitation by Wm. H. Cook, of Bainbridge 
Grange. 

The public are cordially  invited  to attend. 
O. V. WII.SON. 


