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I T H I N K i t is now an undisputed fact 
that the fever has really seized Work-
ing Grange, 2,509—the lever ot prog-
ress. One-halt' of a three months' 
contest lias now passed, and so far has 
been most harmonious and interesting, 
—some of i t really comical; all seem 
to be in dead earnest, yet no one seems 
to care which side wins. Work on 
our new building is being rapidly 
pushed, and we hope to greet you in 
our next lrom its pleasant hall. Yes, 
and we hope "ye Grange orators" of 
Michigan wi l l "  hold themselves in 
readiness tor the call that wil l  surely 
come in the near future. 

Children's Day was celebrated at the 
residence ot Brother T. G. Chandler, 
and notwithstanding the morning was 
cloudy and threatening there were but 
few absentees, either old or young. A 
more pleasant, happy and enjoyable 
gathering we never attended. 

A good l i terary program was well 
rendered by the " importants" of the 
day. Wi lh plenty of amusements, the 
proverbial Granger feast, savored w i th 
lemonade aud sweetmeats, the hi lari ty 
ot the l itt le ones seemed unbounded. 

You should have seen the crest-fallen 
looks and long faces the big boys and 
girls wore when i t was officially an-
nounced that they must wait t i l l  the 
second table. " T. G . C H A N D L E R . 

Lenawee Co., June 20. 

THE celebration of Children's Day 
was generally observed on June 9 at 
Union Grange hall 292 together wi th 
the Battle Creek Grange, who had 
been invited to join wi th us. A t an 
early hour, the parents wi th their 
children began coming, the Battle 
Creek l fr iends bringing the children 
in loads, wi th some of the older ones 
wi th them, to show them the country 
and to talk and laugh w i th them jn 
their glee over their pleasant ride of 
ten and twelve miles, and arr iving at 
the hall, some wi th their hands tilled 
wi th the choicest boquets and well-
filled baskets, for it was understood to 
be a picuic dinner. 

Program was not acted upon unt i l 
after dinner. The Tables were a beau-
t i fu l  sight to any that was there wi th 
the beautiful "cakes and bouquets 
which adorned the tables. When din-
ner was announced, the children were 
all seated at the tables first and they 
all did ample justice to their dinners, 
after the tables were cleared and reset, 
the older ones were seated, fill ing  the 
tables again. They too enjoyed them-
selves wi th social eatable chat, after 
which we were all invited to the up-
per room, which was beautiful ly dec-
orated w i th flowers, evergreens and 
birds, where we listened to a most 
excellent program, which consisted 
of speaking, singing, and recitations. 
The Battle Creek Grange came loaded 
with a good program, which showed 
the some parents had given this day 
their attention, for the selections were 
very good. 

As the time came to go each face 
was br ight w i th the day's pleasures, 
bidding each other good-bye, saying, 
hope we wil l  meet another year and 
have an enjoyable time. 

M R S . W . W . W I C K H A M . 

THE Grange is booming; 32 mem-
bers have been received since the 1st of 
May, and we expect to reach 200 before 
theyear closes. Children's Day at the 
Grange yesterday.—Gilead cor. Cold-
water Republican. 

S I N C E the rains the first of the 
month wheat and grass have improved 
greatly. Corn is looking well, so are 
potatoes where bugs have been kept 
off them. We have never seen the old 
bugs so plenty as this spring. We 
find i t takes a stronger dose to kill  the 
old bugs than the larvae. We use 
Paris green and ashes, 3 tablespoonfuls 
to ten quarts ot ashes. F r u i t of all 
kinds promise well now. Our Chil-
dren's Day, the 9th, was a success in 
every respect except one, and that was 
some of the boys didn't have quite 
chicken enough. I t would be about 
r ight to allow four chickens to a boy, 
no, I mean one chicken to four boys. 
How is that? Af ter all, I guess the 
gir ls are about a match tor the boys in 
eating chicken as well as in other 
things. Last year there were 110 and 
this year 120 children to provide for 
and make happy on Children's Day, 
and they in return gave many beauti-
fu l exercises, long to be remembered 
b y u s . A D N T K A T E . 

M A D I S O N G R A N G E , N O . 3 8 4 , observed 

Children's Day Saturday afternoon, 
June 11. 

The literary exercises consisted of 
singing, recitations and dialogues by 
the children—each of whom was pre-
sented w i th an orange and a beautiful 
card as a memoir of the day. 

A bounti ful repast was served to 
about 200 people, the children num-
bering 125. 

All  present seemed to have a very 
enjoyable time and at a late hour in 
the afternoon returned to their respec-
tive homes feeling, we trust, that the 
day had been well spent. 

M A T T I E T U R N E R , Lect. 
Lenawee Co., June 18. 

P O M O N A G R A N G E , N O . 12, last met 
w i th Char i ty Grange and enjoyed a 
good meeting. Although our Worthy 
Secretary and Steward were absent and 
some old" members that have gladdened 
our hearts mauy times by their pres-
ence were missed that day from among 
us, everybody enjoyed the day and 
we have resolved that we will  make 
the. Grange a success. Next Pomona 
will  be held wi th Marion Grange at 
Deckerville. We hope all who read 
this will  make preparations in t ime to 
attend as we don't like to see any 
chair vacant, and there is always lots 
to do and plenty of room to attend to 
work that must be attended to in or-
der to make the Grange a success. 
Query: Why don't Grangers attend 
more to their own interests? 

M R S . C. A. L. 

Children's Day as observed by Mt. 
Tabor and Mt. Hope Granges. Satur-
day, June 18, was the day appointed 
by these two Granges for observing 
Children's Day. The meeting took 
place in the orchard of Austin Adams, 
near Hil l 's Corners. The exercises 
consisted of singing, recitations, dia-
logues, and select reading, participated 
in by the children ana younger inefii-' 
bers ot the Grange. The rhctoricals 
began at 11 o'clock A. M. and continued 
about two hours and a-half,alter which 
tables were spread sufticieiitlv for fifty 
to be seated at once. There were three 
tables ful l , the children occupying the 
first table, the young ladies and young 
gentlemen the second, and the old la-
dies and old gentlemen the third. In 
all there were 200 in attendance. The 
day was a beautiful one, and all pres-
ent expressed themselves that the day 
was well spent, wishing that by the 
time another year rolled around they 
might have the opportunity of attend-
ing Children's Day again. 

F R A N K L . J O N E S , 

Sec'y of Mt. Hope Grange, No. 87. 

THE 13th annual picnic of the Ber-
rien County Pioneer Association was 
held in the village of Berrien Springs 
on the 8th of June. The day was very 
favorable, and the program was ful ly 
carried out so far as the l i terary par t 
of the exercises was concerned. Hon. 
Cha8. F . Howe, President of the As-
sociation, delivered the welcoming ad-
dress, which was very interesting and 
appropriate. Mrs. Mayo entertained 
the vast mul t i tude wi th one of the 
most spirited addresses ever listened to 
by any audience in Berrien County. 
Many were anxious to hear Mrs. Mayo, 
and some were impressed wi th the idea 
that a farmer's wife could talk nothing 
but Grange, but that idea was soon 
banished from their iniuds when Sister 
Mayo began her discourse, and held 
tier audience almost spellbound from 
the beginning to the close ot her ad-
dress. Hon. Vincent P . Kirk, of In-
diana, favored us wi th a very eloquent 
address, which was well received by 
the audience. The historian, Hon. 
Levi Sparks, read a very interesting 
paper, subject, The Ear ly History ot 
Berrien County. This paper, like all 
others prepared by friend Sparks, was 
full  of interest and highly appreciated 
by his fellow pioneers. There were es-
t imated to be about 10,000 people in 
attendance, some of whom were nearly 
100 years of age—at least were well 
along in the nineties. This is said to 
be the most interesting meeting ever 
held bv the society. 

W M . J . J O N E S , S e c ' y . 

I AM not a dyed-in-the-wool crit ic 
like Bro. Sanford, but my sluggish in-
clination to criticise received a lively 
impulse on reading Sister Mayo's as-
persion of poets and poetry. She says 
the leading journals ot the State are 
doing her injustice in calling her a 
poet. That implies a slur on every 
poet f rom Homer down to Jul ia Moore. 
She says she may be gui l ty of much 
erroneous action; part of that errone-
ous action is the condemning of poor, 
harmless poets. Slie says she never 

wrote poetry. A noted showman of-
fers a prize for a woman of intell i-
gence and education who never wrote 
or attempted to wr i te poetry, and for 
the bdiefit of the sister I will  say that 
prize is still unclaimed. She says she 
never filched poetry from anyone else. 
That is a tame boast; it requires l itt le 
virtue or stress of self- denial to for-
bear to steal what one does not want. 
She says filching poetry is worse than 
wri t ing it. How can that be? If 
wr i t ing poetry is bad how can steal 
ing i t be worse? One who only as-
sumes the gui l t of a bad action cannot 
be worse than the doer of that ac-
tion. When Sister Mayo says she did 
not wri te that particular piece of po-
etry we implicit ly believe her; but 
when she relieves herself of the im-
plication of wr i t ing it and throws the 
burden of the authorship of i t on an-
other Senator's wife and unwit t ingly 
pronounces the poem "a touching ap-
peal," she invites the suspicion that it 
touched her case, and worded her sen-
timents the same as it she herself had 
wri t ten it. Now let me say in all se-
riousness that, al though Sister Mayo 
may not wri te poetry, she is, neverthe-
less, a poet in a certain sense of the 
word. I have heard her repeat poetry 
wi th all the inspiration of a poet. I 
have seen her hold an audience en-
tranced wi th the poetry of her elo-
quence and the beauty and sense of her 
ideas. Let her eliminate from her ora-
tory all that is poetical and her repu-
tation as a public speaker wil l  soon be 
gone. J . W. K E L L E Y . 

G R A N G E 528 held Children's Day on 
the banks ot a beautiful creek, where 
there was plenty of shade and water, 
two things quite essential to the com-
fort of a picuicing par ty . As i t is 
called Children's day, we proposed let-
ting them choose their own way of en-
joying themselves. I t is astonishing 
to" see the different minds there are in 
a group of Patrons' children. Some 
choose to run down hill, wade in the 
creek, and climb up again; others en-
joying the games prepared by older 
Patrons; whi le others walked about 
enjoying the scene. When dinner was 
announced all came flocking in with 
appetites sharpened by the morning's 
exercise. Soon all were ready for the 
afternoon's sports, which consisted of 
singing, playing ball, hi t t ing the pig-
eon fly, and several recitations by the 
l itt le folks. There was candy, peanuts 
and a box of toys and pencils awarded 
to all present who took part in the 
games. Al l  went home satisfied, say-
ing i t was a day long to be remem-
bered, and hoping we would all see 
many more like it. MRS. C. A. L. 

St. Clair Co. 

C H I L D R E N ' S D A Y , as observed by Lib-
erty Grange, No. 391, was a success in 
every part icular. The attendance, the 
dinner, and the program as carried out 
—mostly by the young—was all that 
could be desired. The number ot 
adul t persons not members of the Or-
der that were present gave evidence of 
friendship, which the Grange duly ap-
preciated. C. 

Gratiot Co. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. C., June 15, '87. 
Since October 1, 1886, Granges have 

been organized in the several States as 
follows: Kansas, 1; Mississippi, 1; 
Colorado, 1; North Carolina, 1; Louis-
ana, 1; Oregon, 2; California, 3; Texas, 
3; Idaho, 3; Rhode Island, 3; Alabama, 
5; Michigan, 6; Maine, 7; New Hamp-
shire, 8; Massachusetts, 8; Nebraska, 
10; New York, 20; Connecticut, 21; 
Pennsylvania, 24. Total, 128. 

J O H N T R I M B L E , 

Sec'y Nat' l Grange. 

C H I L D R E N ' S D A Y was celebrated by 
Victor Grange, No. 677, and a very 
pleasant t ime was had. We have a 
fine choir for singing. Had l i terary 
exercises, which consisted of three es-
says, also recitations and readings. The 
Master opened the exercises wi th a few 
practical remarks. The par t that 
suited the children best was the two 
long, well filled tables and that barrel 
of lemonade. We feel that Children's 
Day was a good success here. 

Clinton Co. J . C. B. 

C R A W F O R D B A N N E R G R A N G E , N o . 

673, observed Children's Day, June 9, 
by holding a picnic in Bro. Bradford's 
grove. Al though we had slight show-
ers in the morning that prevented our 
gett ing together as early as intended, 
eleven o'clock found us all on the 
grounds, ready to enjoy the rest of the 
day. We marshaled 39 children to the 
tables wi th about as many more older 
people. (This wi l l  seem a small num-

ber to most of you, but please remem-
ber this is a new country and our 
township is only two and one-half 
years old. Dinner being over, the pro-
gram opened wi th prayer by the Wor-
thy Chaplain, followed by an address 
to the children by your humble ser-
vant, after which came speaking and 
singing by the children and members 
of the Grange. When the exercises 
were concluded weal l enjoyed visiting, 
swinging, ball playing and pleasures 
generally. The day passed all too 
quickly, the most of the children 
seeming loth to give i t up as all en-
joyed it very much. May it prove a 
day well and profitably spent, a u i 
may we see many happy returns ot 
this day is my wish. 

M R S . J E S S I E E . W I L C O X , 

Secretary. 
M O R E N C J Grange, No. 280, observe! 

Saturday, June 11, as Children's D iy. 
We met on the Fair Grounds and t n i l 
a basket picnic. Morenci Grange is 
situated in the center of seven schjal 
districts and all the schools were iu-
vited. We were highly en te r t i im i 
by the children wi th music, singing, 
recitations, declamations, etc. Alto-
gether our Children's Day was a «r i a l 
success. Many outsiders came in to 
see how the work was done aud they, 
too, manifested a spir i t of satisfaction. 

M R S . A . J . S U T T O N . 

THE Scotch bard who warned us 
that "The best laid plans of men a n l 
mice gang af t aglee," spake t ru ly as we 
ot Moline Grange No. 24s can testify. 
We flattered ourselves that our plans 
for Children's Day had in them all the 
elements of a happy t ime for the chil-
dren, and were looking forward wi th 
anticipation ot pleasure, when a halt 
came, in the shape of a painful and 
dangerous accident to one of our mem-
bers, and while he lay suffering and at 
death's door, we could not go on. A t 
our next meeting(two weeks later) 
the danger seemed overled, but the 
"busy season" (as though we have any 
other) was fairly commenced and i t 
was thought wise to postpone our 
merry-making a l i t t le longer and 
gather the children in later, to a har-
vest picnic. S. G. W. F . 

C H I L D R E N ' S D A Y was very happily 
observed by Mapleton Grange, No. 
655. Although the morning was damp 
and foggv, at an early hour parentsand 
children began to assemble in carriages, 
on horseback and on foot. By 11 A.M. 
the hall was crowded, and wi th the 
fog and clouds clearing away, the chil-
dren's faces began to brighten. The 
hall was tasteful ly decorated w i th 
flowers, evergreens and flags, and two 
fine organs stood open ready to pour 
forth their sweet tones under the touch 
of ski l l ful fingers. Qutside, adjacent 
to the hall, swings and tents hf.d been 
erected and a fine croquet ground pre-
pared. The children, and in fact al l , 
went in for a day ot enjoyment. A t 
12:30 P. M. dinner was announced,when 
Worthy Master E. O. Ladd called to 
order and the following excellent pro-
gram was rendered: 

I n s t r u m e n t a l D u e t — M r s . S . F r a n k l i n a n d 

M r s . J . M i l l s . 

R e a d i n g , " T o O u r Y o u n g P e o p l e " — M r s . 

E . O . L a d d . 
R e c i t a t i o n , W e a r e S e v e n — M a u d C o o m b s . 
R e c i t a t i o n , P u s s y — C h a r l o t t e E n q u e s t . 
R e c i t a t i o n , M o t h e r ' s G i r l — E l s i e B r o w n . 
M u s i c , H o w d o y o u k n o w ? — M r s . S . F r a n k -

l i n a n d M r s . E . O . L a d d . 
R e c i t a t i o n , D r i f t i n g — E t h e l w y n F o w l e r . 
D e c l a m a t i o n , H o e y o u r o w n r o w — E l m e r 

B r o w n . 

M u s i c , t h e C h i l d ' s S t o r y — M r s . S . F r a n k -

l i n a n d M r s . E . O . L a d d . 

R e c i t a t i o n , M a t t i e W a i t e ' s W i s h e s — N e l l i e 

E d g e c o m b . D e c l a m a t i o n , l i t t l e B i r d i e — B e n n i e G h e r -

r i n g -
D e c l a m a t i o n , A m e r i c a n E a g l e — A r t h u r 

F r a n k l i n . 

M u s i c , W a n d e r i n g H o m e — M r s . S . F r a n k l i n 

a n d M r s . E . O . L a d d . 

Next on the program was dinner and 
dur ing the rendition of The Crown 
Prince's Grand March by our talented 
organist, Mrs. S. Frankl in, the chi l-
dren, about 65 in number, were first 
seated at the table; the older ones came 
next and then the committee. Al l  did 
justice to the dinner, which of itself 
could not be surpassed, for in this 
Grand Traverse region nature deals out 
her good things wi th an ever lavish 
hand. Af ter dinner the children re-
sumed their games out of doors and 
the floor was soon cleared tor dancing, 
for which music was voluntari ly of-
fered, and the yonng people availed 
themselves of the opportuni ty w i th 
much gusto. A t a late hour they sepa-
rated, all feeling pleased that Chi l -
dren's Day is an established holiday t * 
be enjoyed once every year. S E C ' Y . 

(Continued on fourth page.) 


