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The Truth  About Farming. 
We clip the fol lowing f rom 

Grange Homes as showing the 
feel ing of fa rmers in New Eng-
land and the estimation the 
officials at Washington have of 
the real s tate of affairs in the 
country at large. If our readers 
will  read Michigan where Mass-
achuset ts is mentioned the art icle 
will  assume a very appropr iate 
character : 
AN OPEN LETTER  TO HON. JOSEPH 

H. WALKER. 

In your recent remarkable 
speech in congress you said: 
"There is no industry in Mass-
achuset ts more prosperous than 
the fa rming industry." 

Sir—I do not believe it is wise 
fo r the fa rmers of this state and 
nation to let such a false state-
ment go unnoticed. I do not 
th ink it is t rue of a single county 
o r town in the state. I speak 
f rom long experience and inti-
mate acquaintance with the de-
tai ls of farming. I have been a 
pract ical fa rmer for the past 40 
years. Have owned and ti l led 
fa rms in Minnesota, in New Jer-
sey, in Florida, and in four dif-
fe rent localities in Massachusetts. 
Have lectured in more than 100 
towns and cities in New England, 
and for 10 years have been en-
gaged in supply ing farmers with 
seeds and agr icul tural imple-
ments, whereby I have become 
int imately acquanted with their 
financial condition, their success-
es and thei r fai lures, and I un-
hesi tat ingly assert that the farm-
ers of New England work more 
hours, pract ice more economy 
and self-denial in thei r expendi-
tures, enjoy fewer luxuries tha t 
money can buy, suffer more in thei 
business f rom changes in the 
weather, f rom floods, f ros ts and 
storms, f rom drouth and depreda-
tion of insects, and receive less 
remunerat ion for their labor than 
those engaged in any other in-
dustry. Prof . Pe r r y of Wil l iams 
College said in a recent lecture: 
"So fa r as it now appears, there 
is not a single prosperous farm-
ing community within the broad 
limits of th is land." 

We have constant ly increased 
our manufactur ing industr ies fo r 
the past twenty years, but dur ing 
this t ime our fa rms and fa rmers 
have continued to grow poorer. 
Even you, Mr. Walker, said in 
your speech that " there has never 
been a time when a farm could 
be bought fo r as few days' labor 
of the fa rmer as to-day." The 
reason is quite apparent , for, 
with the present depression in 
agriculture, many fa rms can not 
be sold at any price, hence the 
hundreds of "vacated fa rms" in 
New England to-day. 

Again you say—"Modern means 
of t ransportat ion and improved 
farm mechinery are sure to throw 
out of cult ivation all lands not of 
the r ichest soil and the most 
easily cult ivated, and reduce to 
the minimum all fa rm land 
values." And yet, " fa rmers are 
the most prosperous class." Bosh! 

In speaking of small fa rms you 
say, "al l the profit derived f rom 

them for a hundred years has 
been put into buildings, now 
valued at 10 to 50 per cent of the 
cost." Is it any wonder then 
tha t so few fa rmers have any 
deposits in the savings banks? 

The time was, fo r ty years ago, 
when a young man, with the 
blessed aid of some healthy, 
common sense farmer 's daughter 
for a wife, would dare take a 
fa rm of a hundred acres of com-
parat ive virgin soil, and by the 
closest economy and the hardest 
toil of a l i fetime manage to leave 
it f ree f rom incumbrances to a 
large family of happy, heal thy 
children. But where is the young 
man to-day who will  undertake 
to earn a fa rm in that way, to 
say nothing of his finding such a 
wife as was then of ten called 
"mother" ,by a dozen or more 
rol l icking chi ldren? If you find 
such to-day the occupants came 
across the water. They have 
patched the old di lapidated roof, 
and their chi ldren speak with a 
foreign brogue. Mr. Walker, 
you well say, " T h e possibil i ty of 
saving is the st imulus and en-
couragement to save and to grow 
in character . " If th is is t rue 
how can you hope for improve-
ment in character and civilization 
when it would be a difficult task 
for you to find a dozen fa rmers in 
any town in Worcester county, 
outside of cities and manufactur-
ing vi l lages who have averaged a 
net profi t above all expenses, of 
one hundred a year for the past 
five years? 

F rom stat ist ics presented re-
cently by the Connecticut labor 
commissioner we learn that he 
made a carefu l examination of 
the accounts of 693 farmers, 
averaging 110 acres each; 378 of 
these fa rms (more than half) 
fai led to clear their expenses and 
support their families. More 
than |!1,000,000 of mor tgages 
were on them, at an annual in-
terest averaging 5 2-3 per cent. 
The net profi t of all these 693 
farms was $16,163, which divided 
by the total capital employed, 
gives less titan one per cent income. 
If  same rate of interest be allowed 
on the total capital employed, $3,-
810,742, as that paid on mortgages 
(and why should it not be?) then 
Connecticut farming, which I 
th ink is more than a fa i r average 
for New England farming, makes 
a loss of 4f per cent. Or to take 
your own statement, as made in 
congress, showing that the "up-
per class," the middle class," 
and the " lower class" of manu-
facturers (including all who make 
a profit and all who lose) "average 
a net profit of per cent." How 
is th is against less than one per 
cent made by the farmers? 

fa rmers are surpr ised to have 
you state that "The capital de-
ceased farmers leave to their 
chi ldren averages many times 
larger than that- of any other 
class?" 

All  or nearly all, fa rmers who 
have "got ahead," have done so, 
not by the profits of farming, but 
th rough the advance in real estate, 
caused by successful men in other 
industr ies and professions who 
are buying and improving small 
t racts of land adjacent to cities 
and manufactur ing vi l lages for 
p leasure and comfort, not expect-
ing a profi t in fai ining. Agricul-
ture is the noblest of call ings and 
I love it stil l; but%ome of i ts bur-
dens must be removed. I had 
intended to speak of possible 
remedies, but this art icle is 
already too long. Mr. Walker I 
see no sat isfactory solution of 
this question in any plan you pro-
pose. 

Thank God! at last the fa rmers 
of the whole country are uni t ing 
and demand to be heard. Believ-
ing that "any legislation that 
benefits the honest, industr ious 
men at the bottom, benefits the 
whole community," I bid the 
farmers of America Godspeed in 
their determination to secure such 
legislation. Mr. Walker, pardon 
us if some of us think tha t a few 

soil. This t ru th must never be 
overlooked. A soil then dosed 
with 88 pounds of n i t rate per 
acre may be expected to augment 
the yield by one-third or one-half 
as to compared land not so en-
riched. 

F rom a mult i tude of field ex-
per iments in Germany, Belgium, 
France and England, it results, 
tha t in the case of wheat top-
dressed with 88 pounds of n i t rate 
and 18 pounds of phosphoric acid 
in the form of soluble phosphate, 
and on an average soil, the in-
crease of gra in has been 154 
pounds, and 2f cwts, of straw, 
over and above average yields. 
I t is not difficult then to estab-
lish, tak ing the cost of the nit-
ra te and the assimilable phos-
phate at nearly the same prices, 
but, united, represent ing an out-
lay of 16 f rancs per acre, what 
the cash profit must be f rom the 
sale of an increased yield—by 
one-third or one-half—of grain. 
If  the dose of the n i t rate and 
superphosphates be doubled the 
return of produce, winter wheat, 
bar ley and oats, can also be 
doubled. Fo r beets and potatoes 
the maximum dose of n i t rate 
must not exceed 120 to 160 pounds 
per acre.—F. Thomas, Paris, in 
Grange Homes. 

Ungoverned Children. 

years of practi fffl/«^  MD s in your 
"sh i r t sleeves' tST some of o u r 
rocky hil lside farms would have 
a tendency to correct some of 
your ext ravagant statements re-
gard ing the farming industry. 

WM.  H . EARLE. 
Worcester, Mass. 

Nitrate of Soda—Where Found-
Its Value as a Fertilizer. 

Mr. Walker, please correct 
your figures, and then tell us 
more about th is "most promising 
industry of all!" And this, too, 
of a class of persons who are 
obliged to pract ice the closest 
economy and toil, toil ear ly and 
late, not nine and ten hours but 
of tener twelve to sixteen hours, 
while the expenses of other per-
sons in other industr ies for pleas-
ure, travel, recreation and per-
sonal comforts average fa r in ex-
cess of of tha t of farmers. Fo r 
every farmer 's home tha t has 
been paid for f rom the prof i ts of 
fa rming in Massachusetts in the 
last twenty years, I will  point you 
to twenty cozy homes, earned and 
occupied by mechanics, clerks, 
manufacturers and p ro fes iona l 
men in all o ther avocations. In 
view of such facts as I have given, 
and they are but the b i t ter ex-
perience of thousands of fa rmers 
throughout the land, do you 
wonder tha t Worcester county 

The history of the sal tpeter 
agr icul tural boom is curious. 
Le t it be first stated that, as the 
name indicates, n i t rate of soda 
is composed of nitr ic acid and 
soda and its p lant food value is 
due to the form under which it 
presents ni trogen to vegetation. 
The soda in itself is of no nutr i-
t ive value. Pure, the salt con-
sists of 16£ per cent of i ts weight 
of ni trogen, but in its commercial 
form only 15£ per cent is guaran-
teed. The ni t rate comes chief ly 
f rom the province of Tarapaca, 
in Peru, and also f rom Chili, the 
pr incipal shipping por t being 
Iquique. The beds seemed to be 
inexhaustible and owe thei r for-
mation, as Messrs. Muntz and 
Marcano have established, to the 
action for years of sea water on 
animal detr i tus. 

Samples of the Chilian salt 
were made known to Europe in 
1851 by M. de Rivero, and the 
first exportat ions date f rom 1827. 
The shipments were not encour-
aging, but the value of the nit-
rate was not then appreciated. 
I t was only iu 1831 tha t i t com-
menced to be employed in France 
when it cost 33 f rancs per cwt. 
F rom 1830 to 1834 the total im-
portat ion of n i t rate of soda into 
Europe was 3000 tons; at present 
it is 800,000 tons and the pr ice 10 
f rancs per cwt.. or 23 f rancs less 
than in 1831, I t is est imated 
tha t the total output of the 52 
companies extract ing the ni t rate 
in Chili and Peru will  be for 1890 
near ly one and one-half million 
tons. 

Respect ing the agr icul tural 
employment of the ni t rate; i ts 
efficacy tel ls only on soils that 
possess all the necessary ele-
ments of p lant food and especial-
ly phosphor ic acid. No single 
fert i l izer can br ing more than 
one element of food, and i ts util-
i ty or efficacy will  depend on the 
presence and their proport ion of 
the other food elements in the 
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Coming-. 
Fo r the past ten years or more 

the cult ivators of the soil have 
had hard times. Th is is the case, 
not only in our own favored land, 
but throughout the world. This 
is not due to bad crops, but to 
low prices. Farmers have had a 
terr ib le st ruggle fo r existence. 
There has been no over-produc-
tion. Tha t is a mistaken notion. 
No farm produce has been wast-
ed. I t has all been consumed. 
But buyers, knowing that there 
was enough, held back and forced 
down the price. Consumers now 
know that th is was as bad for 
them as for the producers. When 
fa rmers have no money they can-
not buy. There has been enforc-
ed economy on the farm and ex-
t ravagance in the city. We are. 
or soon shall be, the wealthiest 
nation on the earth. We have no 
great standing armies to support . 
We are a nation of workers, and 
such workers the world has never 
seen before. We do not plow with 
a cow and a stick of wood. We 
no longer quote Frank l in 's max-
im: "He that by the plow would 
thrive, himself must ei ther hold 
or dr ive." We do both. We drive 
three horses abreast, and do more 
actual work in a day than former-
ly was done in a week. And, in 
fact, many fa rmers not content 
wi th this, put on two teams of 
three horses each to a gang of 
plows, harrows, etc. 

Hi ther to the consumers have 
had all the benefit of the produc-
ers' enterpr ise and industry. Bu t 
the t ime has come when they will 
share it with us. The cities are 
r ich and they are spending free-
ly. They are not hoarding. The 
vast accumulations of money in 
our savings banks belong, not to 
the rich, but to the industr ial 
classes. Many a young man and 
young woman put their money 
there ti l l  they can join hands and 
join purses and buy a small fa rm 
for themselves or s tar t in busi-
ness. Fore ign labor has sought 
our shores for many years, and 
now foreign capital is coming by 
the millions. Al l  th is means bet-
ter t imes for farmers, and when 
fa rmers do well the country is 
prosperous. Le t us be hopefu l 
and go ahead wi th our improve-
ments.—Joseph Harris, in Rural 
Annual. 

There is nothing more attrac-
tive to all well-balanced, healthy-
minded persons than a beaut i ful 
child. There must be something 
radically wrong in the disposition 
of the grown person who dislikes 
the presence of all children. 
Why is it that heads of famil ies 
experience the greatest difficulty 
in securing boarding places or 
apartments, or even in rent ing 
houses, if there are children in 
the family? This is an incon-
venience which is experienced 
especially in America; whence it 
is to be supposed that a great 
many American chi ldren are fo r 
some reason allowed by their 
parents to become nuisances or 
they would not be universal ly 
t reated as such. I t is curious to 
note how much attention well-be-
haved children receive even f rom 
those who declare f rank ly tha t 
that they do not l ike children, 
under, no doubt, the impression 
that it is natura l for chi ldren to 
scream in public, beat drums 
and general ly conduct themselves 
offensively. A lady who had 
recently recovered f rom nervous 
prostrat ion and who was enter-
tained dur ing her travels home 
by a two-year-old child who had 
been given a tea-bell to amuse 
himself with, could certainly be 

oxcuced if «¿1? hiad eaixl ut "Arc " 
end of t i iat journey " I detest 
children. Dur ing every waking 
moment of tha t two days' journey 
that boy jangled that bell, ti l l 
she and every one in the drawing-
room car were near ly insane with 
the noise. I t is not s t range tha t 
landlords who have had their 
cabinet-finished houses hacked 
up with jack-knives, nails driven 
in window sills and other in jur ies 
done to their proper ty which it 
will  take several hundred dollars 
to repair, should object to the 
presence of chi ldren as tenants. 
Any person, whether grown or a 
child, who ut ter ly ignores the 
r ights of others is l iable to suffer. 
In the case of a child i t is the 
parent 's faul t and the parent is 
the sufferer as well as the child, 
and just ly so. The only misfor-
tune is that the innocent must 
suffer with the guil ty. Well be-
haved children are treated as 
nuisances on the presumption 
that they belong to the major i ty. 
Nothing but an improvement in 
the manners of the major i ty can 
help the matter. When Ameri-
can mothers recognize their duty 
to respect the r ights of every one 
wi th whom they come in contact, 
to keep their children quiet and 
orderly, except in t imes and 
places when and where they have 
a right to noisy play, chi ldren 
will  be no longer prohibi ted in 
hotels and places like flats and 
boarding-houses. The remedy 
fo r the whole evil lies wi th Ameri-
can mothers, for st rangely enough 
in Germany, France, Eng land 
and other countries there seems 
to be no such trouble as we ex-
perience.—New York Tribune. 

The Northern Summer Resorts 
of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa 
and Dakota, not forget t ing the 
famous Excelsior spr ings of 
Missouri, are more at tract ive dur-
ing the present season than ever 
before. 

An i l lustrated Guide Book, des-
cript ive of a hundred or more of 
the choicest spots of creation on 
the line of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Pau l R'y, wil l  be sent f ree 
upon application to A. V. H. 
CARPENTER, General Passenger 
Agent, Chicago, 111., or to HARRY 
MERCER, Mich., Passenger 
Agent, Chi. Mil.  & St. P . R'y. 90 
Griswold St. Detroit MicE. 14 
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