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It 18 not the purpose of the Executive Com-
mittee in continuing the publication of the
VISITOR, by direction of the State Grange, to
deviate from the course first marked out in Feb-
ruary last, which was to furnish the most direct,
complete and cheapest medium of communica-
tion between the officers and members of the
Order throughout the State:

We hope Masters and Secretaries will not
fail to call the attention of members to every
matter of general interest, which appears in
the VISITOR.

Communications on any subject, calculated
to promote the good of the Order, are solicited.
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¥S™ For Grange Supplies kept by the Secretary,
see « L1sT OF SUPPLIES” on eighth page.
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GENERAL NOTICE.

The Sixth paragraph of Section 6,
Article 7, By-Laws State Grange,
makes it my duty to report and pub-
lish in the VIsITOR a list of Granges |
by NussgRs entitled to Representa-
tion in County or District Conven-
tions to be held on the 16th of Octo-
ber, 1877, as appears by Reports and
payment of dues on my Books. This
list is made up
September, 1877. And Granges that
by Reports or payment of dues be-
come entitled to Representation af-
ter this date and before the meeting
of the Convention will be furnished
with a certificate showing that fact-

ALLEGAN, 5 Rep.—Nos. 37, 53, 154, 238, 248,
271, 296, 338, 339, 364, 390, 407, 461, 520.

Antriy, 1 Rep.—No. 470.

BAERY, 3 Rep.—Nos. 38, 55, 103, 127, 128,
144, 145, 173, 243, 256, 264, 424, 425, 472.

Bay, 1 Rep.—Nos. 597, 614.

BENz1E, 1 Rep.—No. 381.

BERRIEN, 3 Rep.—Nos. 9, 13, 14, 40, 41, 43, 46,
80, 81, 84, 87, 104,122,194, 382.

Branch, 3 Rep.—Nos. 86, 88, 91, 94, 97, 136,
137, 152, 217, 234, 261, 332, 400.

CALHOUN, 2 Rep.—Nos. 63, 83, 85, 96, 101, 129,
130, 143, 200, 292.

Cass, 1 Rep.—Nos. 42," 47, 125, 162, 176, 177,

9

27.

CLINTON, 2 Rep.—Nos. 140, 202, 226, 317, 342,
343, 358, 370, 439, 459, 487, 50:

EaTon, 2 Rep.—Nos. 67, 134, 197, 260, 301,
315, 359, 360, 619, 625.

GENESSEE, 1 Rep.—Nos. 118, 386, 387.

GRAND TRAVERSE, 1 Rep.—Nos. 379, 468, 624.

Gramior, 2 Rep.—Nos. 307, 309, 391, 394, 514,
521, 529, 553, 583.

HILLSDALE, 3 Rep.—Nos. 74, 77, 78, 106, 107,
108, 123, 181, 182, 251, 269, 273, 274, 285, 286, 563.

Hurox, 1 Rep.—No. 601,

IngHAM, 2 Rep.—Nos. 7, 115, 189, 241, 262,
265, 287, 289, 322, 378, 540, 613.

IoN1a, 3 Rep.—Nos. 153, 163, 174, 175, 186,
187, 190, 192, 270 272, 281, 302, 325, 422, 429, 430,
460.

JACKsSON, 2 Rep.—Nos. 2, 45, 155, 208, 227,
288, 321, 344.

KaraMazoo, 2 Rep.—Nos. 3, 8, 11, 16, 18, 20,
21, 24, 49, 61, 72, 171.

Kexr, 5 Rep.—Nos. 19, 25, 31, 33, 39, 63, 64,
73, 102, 110, 113, 170, 219, 220, 221, 222, 316, 337,
348, 349, 350, 353, 428, 479, 563, 564.

LAXE, 1 Rep.—Nos. 534, a79.

LAPEER, 2, Rep.—Nos. 246, 448, 455, 466, 478,
522, 533, 549, 592.

LEELANAW, 1 Rep.—Nos. 374, 375, 380.

LENAWEE, 3 Rep.—Mos. 166, 167, 212, 213,
276, 278, 279, 280, 293, 383, 384, 438, 576.

L1viNesToN, 1 Rep.—Nos. 6, 17, 57, 79, 90,
336.

Macons, 1 Rep.—Nos. 282, 334, 403, 414, 623.

MANISTEE, 1 Rep.—Nos. 556, 557, 538, 559,
580, 581. %

Masox, 1 Rep —Nos. 415, 418, 499 639, 567.

MECosTA, 1 Rep.— Nos. 362, 474, 475, 517, 518

MoNROE, 1 Rep.— Nos. 446. 471, 492, 509.

MonTcary, 1 Rep.—Nos. 318, 436, 437, 440,
441, 542.

MusgEGON, 1 Rep.—Nos. 372, 373, 376.

MipLaND, 1 Rep.—No. 603.

NEWAGO, 1 Rep.—Nos. 494, 495, 511, 544, 545.

OcEANA, 1 Rep.—Nos. 393, 401, 406, 497, 600,
630. ;
OAELAND, 3 Rep.—Nos. 141, 245, 253, 259, 267,
983, 323, 328, 335, 395, 408 443, 452. ;

Orrawa, 1 Rep.—Nos. 30, 112 313, 421, 458.

Osceora, 1 Rep.—Nos. 363, 518570, 620, 628,

Sr. Onate, 2 Rep.—Nos. 404, 450, 462, 463,
480, 481, 491, 504, 528.

to the 20th day of | 363

St. JoserH, 3 Rep. Nes. 22, 76, 178, 179, 199,
236, 237, 266, 291, 303, 304, 333, c

.?.\(ux,\w, 1 Rep.—Nos. 326, 464, 574, 591, 599,
611.

Santnac, 1 Rep.—Nos. 417, 482, 566.

Smrawasse, 1 Rep.— Nos. 160, 228, 229, 252,
297, 388, 606. ‘

Tuscora, 1 Rep.—Nos. 513, 537, 548, 562, 582,
589, 593.

VAN BUREN, 5 Rep.—Nos. 10, 23, 26, 32, 36,
60, 82, 89, 157, 158, 159, 178, 218, 230, 346, 355,
465, 485, 610.

WasuTENAW, 2 Rep.—Nos. 52, 56, 59, 68, 69,
92, 239, 329, 351, 399, 476, 631.

AYNE, 2 Rep.—Nos. 232, 263, 298, 331, 367,
389, 618, 622.
WExFORD, 1 Rep.—Nos. 632, 633.
J. T. COBB,
Secretary Michigan State Grange.

560,

The Michigan Wheat Crop,

The following article in regard to the
wheat crop of this State, is from the pen of
Hon, C. G. Luce, of Branch county. Itisa
careful estimate by an experienced observer:

Where we are to sell our wheat and what
prices we ought to get for it, are important
questions that present themselves to the
minds of all wheat growers at the present
time. Great talkers and small talkers,
great writers and little writers have been
engaged in trying to shed light upon these
grave subjects. No one absolutely knows
much about it’ yet, still there are land-
marks that may help some of usin arriv-
ing at a correct opinion. One thing is as
certain as taxes and the grave, and that is,
that every legitimate interest in the coun-
try, and especially in the northwest, will be
promoted by the farmers receiving a good
round price for their wheat this year. An-
other thing seems to be equally true, and
that is, the fingers of the speculators itch
and burn to get hold of the crop or as
much of it as possible at a low price. For
this purpose a concerted effort has been
made to depress the markets. These spec-
ulators have had access to all the great
daily papers. They have written them-
selves tired, and talked themselves hoarse
about the immense crop of the year 1877.
With the same purpose they have sold
short for future delivery away below the
price of wheat on the spot. That these
short sellers have met with nothing but
loss so far I rejoice to hear.

Now, with regard to the crop;; we had a

good large one of superior quality of wheat. -

There is no doubt about this, yet I believe
the quantity has been over estimated, I am
sure that it has been in our own state. Cir-
cumstances have been such that I have been
called to travel over three-fourths of the
older settled and some of the newly settled
counties of the state within the past month.
I have everywhere paid special attention to
the wheat crop ; have talked with many
bundred farmers from various parts of
manv of the counties and have
seen an estimate of the wheat
crop of the several wheat growing states,
going the rounds of the papers, wherein
the crop is estimated at thirty-one millions
of bushels. Last year, by actual returns,
made it a little over sixteen millions.
Facts within my knowledge convinces me
that the estimate for this year is too high
by seven or eight million bushels. I sup-
pose that an average crop is not far from
twenty million buehels. This year the
important

wheat growing counties of

——
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Berrien, Cass. St. Joseph, Branch, Hills-
dale, Lenawee, Jgkson, Calhoun, Kalama-
zoo, Van Buren, and Allegan, have taken
together no more than an average crop.
These 11 counties as a usual crop produce
nearly 9 millions of the 20 millions raised in
the state. Of these counties five have less
than an average, three more and three just
about an average. Conceding to the bal-
ance of the state 33 per cent in addition fo
an average crop it would give a total of less
than 24 millions of bushels.

It is fair to state here that the cause of a
light crop in some of the counties named
above was d done by the Hessian fly.
There are no better wheat counties in the
State than Kalamezoo and St. Joseph, bat
in these counties the ravages of the fly were
such that the crop is away below an aver-
age. Of the counties favored with good
orops, Ionia, Ingham, a good part of Liv-
ingston, Washtenaw, Eaton, and part of
Barry seem to me to stand at the head, al-
though I can not speak of the northeasterly
counties from actnal observation.

Kent, Montcalm, Gratiot and some other
counties not named have good crops, but
in all these good-crop sections there werea
good many fields of light wheat. Some
were sowed too early and sowe too late, and
in some cases the farming was too poorly
done to secure a heavy return. One-third
of the farmers in these most favored sec-
tions did not secure more than a usual
crop.

‘T'aking into consideration these things I
am fully convinced that the estimate of
33 per cent increase for & little more than
half of the state is a liberal one. Next
spring retarns will show it. I do not for-
get that Michigan is only one of eight or
‘nine heavy wheat producing states. [ am
not a prophet, yet [ am most thoroughly
convinced that the situation is such the
wide world over that we can get at least
$150 per bushel at the lake ports of De-
troit and Toledo for every bushel of wheat
we have to sell if we only will. As I said
at the commencement the speculators will
get hold of the crop at a low price if they
can. Sowme men are compelled to sell.
‘Those who can hold should do so, 1n their
own interest and in the interest of those
who are less fortunate.

A little more holding back and the mar-
ket would ere this have reached the figures
indicated. The farmers of the Northwest
hold the key to the sitnation. Will they
use it to their own advantage? They may,
or they may surrender it to others; which
shall we do? Woe ought to receive the ben-
efit which the situation gives us. ~ At har-
vest time the old crop was all gone, both
out of the farmer’s bins and out of the
markets of the world. The high prices of
June called out the last bushel. The Cali-
tornia crop is light. Europe wants an ap-
usual amount. I am aware that predicting
the futare price of grains is a hazardous
business, still I do predict that we can yet
get the dollar and a half at our lake ports
if we manage well.

Gilead, Mich., Sept. 15, 1877.

J. T. CosB, Secretary :—Last month I prom-
ised to give you the result, in our Grange, of the
visit by a commtitee of wide-awake Sisters upon
the carless members. The report of the com-
mittee promised well, and the result was better
even than we anticipated. Our Hall at the last
meeting was pretty well filled up. Members
were out who had not been before, some of
them for months. Of course those who had been
absent at many meetings did not enter into the
spirit of the meeting as those do who punctually
attend. But the increased attendance gave us
much encouragement. Brothers and Sisters,
keep on doing so, it will do you good, and us

‘We have one family of husband and wife
who have been absent from the meeting but two
or three times since the organization of the
Grange. They live 4} miles from the hall. The
Brotber said at a late meeting of the Grange
that he had been here sometimes when it
stormed, also when it was cold and whgu it was
hot, but always went home feeling paid for his
trouble. To other Granges permit me to say,
go and do likewise. Appoint a Committee of
active ladies, and if like our Committee, they
happen to be good looking, all the better. Let
them|visit the lazy members. If there is any life
left they will arouse it. 5

See new advertisement of O. R. In-
gersoll, also Brother Hawley of Burr
Oak, on the 8th page.

Qorrespondence, 7

HowmE, September 15th, 1877.
Worthy Secretary Cobb : h
Perhaps you are tired, and your read
noyed, at being constantly reminded of the bad
habits that prevail among farmers. It would
be much more pleasant to be able to approve all
that is‘done by my own class, and if it was
only desirable to make myself pleasant and
agreeable, I know very well how the lightning-
rod men, the organ men, and the patent.medi-
cine men managed to do it. But I promised to
be truthful and frank, and must look at things

| as 'they are, and speak of them as they exist.

In this letter I have something to say about the
bad habit of allowing foul and noxious weeds
to grow and mature their seeds annually in the
garden, in the plowed fields, in the meadows,
pastures, wood lots, in the fence corners, and in
the road sides; everywhere, in short, where
they can find a vacant spot of earth for a lodge-

| ment. Like the drops of waterin the Ocean,

or the grains of sand on the Seu-shore—they are
innumerable. They are to-day contesting the
title to every clear acre of land im the State
with a vigor and persistency unknown in the
courts. They are a constant and exorbitant tax
on the labor of the husbandman, and a perpet-
ual menace to every seed that he plants or sows.
They have taken possession of many farms in
the older States, and hold them unquestioned,
and incumber every farm in Michigan to some
extent. The grand annual harvest of foul seeds
are now mature or rapidly maturing, and being
distributed by the winds ‘and by other means
constantly operating, whether perceptible or
otherwise, and always efficient to some extent
where there is earth, rain and sunshine. There
may be thoughtless, credulous persons that sup-
pose that weeds spring spontaneously from the
earth when seeds are absent, and that efforts to
destroy them are useless. For the benefit of
such persons, it may be said that natural laws
are not repealed or evaded for the benetit of foul
weeds. Each weed comes from its parent
seed and each seed produces its kind, and all
weeds can_ be destroyed by thorough effectual
work. Simply take away their tops or leaves
and they die, and trouble us no more. The
smaller the weeds the easier it is to kill them,
and the sooner theyare destroyed the less liable
are they to mature seed. Some are so hardy and
tenacious of life that more than to cripple may
be required, but the man that goes at it with a
will is sure to succeed in the end.

The common thistle is very easily destroyed,
not one should be allowed to perfect its seed +
and yet it is a very common nuisance. Tons of
them are allowed to stan'd and disfigure the
fields and the road-sides, obstruct the growth of
grass, prevent animals from getting what there
is, the sheep run among them and their wool is
injured by the thorns that break off in it and
remain to punish the owner if he handles either
sheep or wool ; and worse than all the ripened
seed floats in the wind to lodge, annoy, and
curse his more tidy and thrift neighbors with
constant work to keep their f?elds clean. The
notorious pest—the Canada thistle—that is so
difficult to eradicate when it gets full possession,
is allowed to increase and spread with an indif-
ference that is criminal, when a little effort now
would effectually check its spread, and if perse-
vered in, eventually drive it from the State, If
the tops are all cut at the surface of the ground
once each month—by tke owner of the land—
they will not put In an appearance long, as
everyone can easily test if he has the pest on
his farm, and be convinced. Shall we not take
warning and all go to weork together and in
earnest, to destroy every foul weed that cum-
bers our farms, that taxes our industry, that di-
minishes our income, and that remains a stand-
ing reproach to good husbandry ?

1f we all put our shoulders to the wheel and
work together faithfully in this direction, the
fiancial results will soon be adequate and per-
ceptible, and it is not easy to see that any one
can feel injured by it. Yours, truly,

AroNzo SEssIons.

Howsrr, August 25, 1877.
_H"or(lzy Secretary, Cobd :—-Thég Patrv.;ns Igf
Livingstone County met in Howell, August 7th
at 10 o'cleck. A regular meeting of the County,
Council occurring at that time. The Hall was
literally packed with the 8ood brothers and sis-
ters of the County; lively, earnest workers in
our cause. At noon, they, with a large crowd
repaired to the Fair grounds where, with a
good dinner, good singing, and last but not
least, a good address from Bro. Moore, the
time passed too quickly away. It was altogeth-
er a very enjoyable affair, and we feel that we
cannot speak too highly of Bro. Moore, as a
lecturer. His speech was highly eulogized in
our County paper.
Fraternally Yours, Mgs. W. K. SExTON,
Secretary.

OFFICE oF LENAWEE C0., GRANGE.

Worthy Secretary :—Thinking perhaps, that
at this late day even, our brethren throughbout
the State, would be interested in the action ta-
ken at the Lenawee County Grange held in
Raisin on the 29th day of May, we herewith
send you a copy of the Resolutions adopted at
that time, and which were forwarded by the
Secretary to each Subordinate Grangein the
County.

TAXATION AND THE GRANGE.

* The following resolutions were adopted by
the Vallejo Grange, California, J: anuary 13, 1877,
and commended to the attention of the Granges
generally :

Recognizing the necessity of a united and im-
mediate action on the part of all desirous of
correcting the evils which are affecting us so se-
riously, and believing that individual prosperity
is dependent upon that which promotes the
welfare of the body politic, we earnestly invite
the co-operation, not only of the Patrons of
Husbandry, but every true citizen and lover of
justice. Our purpose is to secure proper repre-
sentation which will bring about legislative ac-
tion and reformation, covering the entire field
that has been and is so productive of injury as
to render this action for self-preservation im-
perative. Among the prominent grievances we
seek to correct and relieve are :

- First—That of unequal and excessive taxa-
ion. 5

Second —Congressional and legislative dona-
tions of immense tracts of land and millions of
the public money to corporations and individu-
als, granting in addition special rights and pri-
vileges, creating classes and social conditions at
variance with the spirit of our institutions and
a republican form of government.

Third—Compelling the manufacturing and
agricultural interests and capital employed in
developing the country to bear the burdens of
government, by exempting from taxation for-
eign banking “capital and money invested in
bonds and mortgages.

Fourth—The want of economy and consider-
ation of the public welfare in every department
of State and Federal service, in creating sine-
cures, continuing excessive salaries and exorbi-
tant fees to officials of every grade.

Fiith—The unjust and iniquitous use of the
ballot-box, which is -prostituted for partisan
purposes.

We are therefore resolved that henceforth
our individual and united efforts shall tend to-
ward correcting the evils complained of, BY
NOMINATING AND SUPPORTING for office such
men only asare COMPETENT and HONEST, NON-
PARTISAN, yet loyal to their constituents, men
Who are PLEASED IN SERVING RATHER THAN
DECEIVING THE PEOPLE—those who recognize
the necessity of guarding safely the elective
franchise, surrounding it with safeguards in
the way of qualifications which will render its
exercise impossible by those not directly inter-
ested in the results they were called upon to
decide.”

Now Brothers and Sisters don’t be frightened,
the above is not « Politics in the Grange,” it is
a_proposition to manifest a little of the God
given common sense, with which every honest
Patron is endowed o a greater or less degree.
A proposition to exercise the right of every
American citizen, and repudiate taxation unless
as the inseparable companion of a quiet and
fair representation. We have no axe to grind,
unless it be one with which to clear the fields
for labor in the Grange, and no hobby to ride,
unless the riding can be of some benefit to our
Order. But, Oh, that we could speak in the
ear of every Patron, whether in this or other
States, in tones that would startle them out of
their napping. Awake ! shake off the spell of
these vampires—have confidence in each other!
co-operate! combine ! and put men where you
are to be repr ted, who will t you.

Tryly and Fraternally, 2%

LowsrLy, Sept. 3, 1877.

Bro. J. T. Cobb:—Enclosed find my Crop
Report. I have waited for Reports from Subor-
dinate Granges, but they come slowly. It is
hard to get farmers to take hold of the real
busines which is of the greatest importance to
them. These Crop Reports with Blanks fur-
nished, ought not to be so hard to get.

But we must watch and work and wait,

And leave the rest to coming fate,

Be our progress fast or slow,

One thing certain, we do know,

',E‘_lmt Some progress we have made,

Since Grange foundations broad were laid,

And that time will do things well,

If we can only waita spell.

Fraternally Yours,
J. C. ExerIsH.

WrscoNsm.—-Granges that have been
dormant more than a year, resume their

standing by the payment of their dues
for the present year,
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Membership Fees.

I call the attention of Masters and
Officers of Subordmmate Granges to
the following
DECISION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMIT-

TEE OF THE STATE GRANGE.

At a meeting of the Executive
Committee of the State Grange, held
at the Morton House, in Grand Rap-
ids, September 12th, 1877, the follow-
ing decisions were made in a case
before them of charges against the
Master of a Subordinate Grange, and
the officers and members of the
Grange, * for receiving members into
the Grange in violation of Article
6th of the Constitution,” which reads
as follows: “The minimum tee for
initiation into the  Suabordinate
Grange shall be, for men five dollars
and for women two dollars.”

1st. It is evident that the Nation-

all Grange intended to make the in- |

itiation fees of candidates to mem-
bership in the Order, uniform in Sub-
ordinate Granges; or at least to pre-
vent one Grange trom reducing the
fee, and bidding tor candidates, to
‘the injury of other Granges, by fixing
the ¢ minimum fee ” which a Grange

could charge, in the constitution of |

the Order.
2nd, If any doubt could possibly
have arisen in regard to the intent

and meaning of Article 6th of the |

Constitution, they certainly must
have been removed by the following
decisions, subsequently made by au-
thority.

PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE.

Decision 13.—*“No person can be
admitted to membership free.”

Decision 14 —* The entire mem-
bership fee must accompany the pe-
tition and cannot be divided among
the several degrees.”

Decision 15.—*‘A Grange cannot
vote back to a member any portion of
the membership fee.”

Decision 41.—“If an applicant is
balloted for whose fee does not ac-

company the petition and is elected, |

the election is illegal and the degree
should not be conferred ; if rejected,
the rejection is illegal and the appli-
cant may apply again at any time.”
Decision 70.—¢ The Master should
not allow a ballot to be taken on the
application of a person who from any
cause is ineligible to membership.
But if such person has been ballot-
ed for and elected, the master has
no right to initiate him, and would by
so doing,’render himself liable to ex-
pulsion for having violated the laws
he was obligated to enforce and obey.”
AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO PAR-
LIAMENTARY GUIDE.
Decision 51.—*“The Master of a
Subordinate Grange should not sign

an order to draw money from the |

treasury of his Grange, unless he ap-
proves the same.”

Decision 54— The Master of a
Subordinate Grange should decide a
motion out of order, when it is plain-
ly in violation of the Constitution,
rules and regulations of the National,
State, or Subordinate Grange.”

is pledged to support the Constitu-
tion and Rules of the Order, and ev-
ery member is solemnly obligated,
“to support the Constitution of the
National Grange, and to inculcate a
strict obedience to all laws and edicts
eminating from the proper authority,”

tempt to evade this clear provision of
the Constitution, either directly or in-
directly, so as to admit a candidate to
membership without the payment of
the full fee before initiation; or to
appropriate funds from the treasury
to refund any portion of the fee after
initiation, would be not only a viola-
tion of the Constitution but of the
obligation itself.

Election of Delegates to the

State Grange.

As will be seen by the General No-
tice published in another column, the
County Conventions, for electing del-
egates to the State Grange, will be
held in the several Counties, on Tues-
day, the 16th day of October next.

As this is a matter in which every
Grange in the State is interested, [
will make the following recommenda-
tions, in order to secure uniformity
of action, and to prevent misunder-
standing.

Ist. That the Subordinate Gran-

Delegates to the County Conventions.

2nd. That, unless the last County
Convention fixed the place for hold-
ing this Convention, or a majority of
the Masters in the County sign a call
for holding it at some other place and
cause a copy to be served upon the
Masters of all the Granges in the
County at least ten days prior to the
time of holding the same, the Con-
vention will be held at the county seat.

3d. That the Master of the Grange
at or nearest to the county seat, or
his legal representative, be requested
to provide a place for holding the Con-
vention, and make all necessary prep-
arations for the same.

4th. That the Convention assem-
ble at 10 o'clock A. M., and balloting
for Representatives commence at 1
o’clock P. M.

5th. That when 1-5 of the Granges
represented in a County Convention
demand it, the Convention shall pro-
ceed to district the county before an
election is held.

6th. That a certificate of election,
signed by the President and Secreta-
ry of the Convention, be given to
each Representative elected ; and full
returns of the election, with the
names and post-office address of each
member elected, be made forthwith to
the Secretary of the State Grange.

7th. That the Convention provide
for filling vacancies that may occur
from the inability of any of the Rep-
resentatives to attend the State
Grange—either by electing alternates
or empowering Representative to ap-
point substitutes.

Granges that are more than two
quarters in arrears for dues will not
be entitled to representation, in the
Convention, or in the State Grange.
Hence it is of the utmost importance
that the payment of dues to the State
| Grange, by delinquent Granges, be
| made without delay. Let every

3rd. Asevery memberof a Grange !

it must be conceded that any at- |

ges take action without delay. to elect |
| been furnished Subordinate Granges

Grange be represented, and full dele-
gations sent to the State Grange.

The following are the amended By-
Laws of the State Grange, in relation
to membership.

ARTICLE 1II—MEMBERS.

SectioN 1. The members of the Michigan
State Grange shall consist of the Masters of the
Subordinate Granges and their wives, who are
Matrons, who shall be chosen in proportion to
one Master to every five Subordinate Granges,
or major part thereof, in the County. These
members shall be elected by ballot by a con-
vention to be held on the third Tuesday of Oc-
tober of each year, at the county seat of each
county ; Provided, the place of meeting was not
fixed elsewhere by a vote of the last preceeding
annual convention; that each Subordinate
Grange shall have four delegates to said County
Convention, said delegates to be chosen from
the Fourth Degree members of said Subordinate
Grange to represent said Subordinate Grange
in_said County Corvention. The Convention
may elect alternates, or empower delegates to
appoint substitutes from among the Masters of
the county.

SEC. 2. Past Masters of Subordinate Granges
and their wives, who are Matrons, shall be con-

| sidered as honorary members, and shall be elig-

ible to offic2 but not entitled to vote.

Sec. 3. Bach Delegate and Officer attending
the State Grange shall receive mileage at the
rate of two cents per mile for the distance
traveled in going aud returning by the nearest
traveled route, and $1.50 per diem for the time
actually spent at the Grange. The Master and
Secretary of the State Grange shall give such
delegate an order for the amount on the Treas-
urer of the State Grange, which shall be paid
at the close of the session.

Crop and other Reports.

In compliance with instructions
from the State Grange, blanks have

for Reports in relation to Crops and
the general condition of the Order.
These Blanks are to be filled by the
Lecturers of the Subordinate Gran-
ges, and forwarded to the Lecturer
of the County Grange or Council,
where such an organization exists,
otherwise to the Secretary of the
State Grange The reports which
have been already received, and are
now on file in the office of the Secre-
tary of the State Grange, are very
complete, and creditable ; and clearly
indicate the practicability of the en-
terprise, if Subordinate Granges are
prompt in making the reports.

I would recommend that each Sub-
ordinate Grange devote one meeting
in each quarter, to the discussion of
the condition of the growing crops,
acreage, yield per acre, quality, sur-
plus for market, &c., &c., and thus
enable the Lecturer of the Grange to
make up an accurate report. One of
the most interesting Grange meetings
that I have attended in a long time
was for this purpose. Every farmer
present could tell all about his own,
and his neighbor's crops. The sub-
ject opened up a mnew field for
thought and discussion; and the
meeting was lively and interesting.

Each item was taken up separately,
and after discussion, and exchanging
views, the blank was filled by vote of
the Grange. Patrons, this work is
yours, and for your benefit; and
whether it succeeds or fails, will de-
pend entirely upon the interest you
take in it.

The Secretary of the State Grange
will publish a synopsis of the Reports
at the close of each quarter, in the
Visitor. The first will bé compiled
for the next number, and all reports
for the present quarter should be
made up and forwarded without de-
lay.
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Officers and members of Subordinate Granges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.

BLANKS.

Blanks that are sent free from this office on

application are:

Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate Granges.

Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-
mona Granges.

Blank application for
Granges. -

Blank applications for Membership in Pomona

ranges.

Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.

Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.

Blank Certificates of Election to County
Convention.

Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State Grange. :

Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.

Blank Application for Certificate of Dimit.

Blank Plaster Orders.

Blank Certificate of Incorporation:

organizing Pomona

Executive Committee Meeting at
Grand Rapids.

Plaster.

A called meeting of the Executive
Committee of the State Grange was
held at Grand Rapids on the I1th and
12th of September. Several busi-
ness matters of importance were dis-
posed of before the Plaster question
was reached.

This great interest which has en-
grossed so much attention for the
last three years was calmly consid-
ered in all its bearings before final
action was taken.

With the experience of the past
year of actual business fresh in our
minds, we did not feel in renewing
an arrangement with Messrs. Day &
Taylor, that we were taking chances.
One year ago our move was a venture,
now it is a business transaction that
has a basis of facts, figures and ex-
perience on which to securely rest.

The Patrons of Michigan done no-
bly last year. In all we then said
and done in relation to this business,
we felt sure we were working to pro-
mote their true interests. Nothing

has since occurred to alter that opin- |

10n.

I apprehend that the experience of
the last year has brought us to un-
derstand each other better. Manu-
facturers have learned that we are
willing to pay for a thing what it is
worth if we happen to want it, and
no more, and that we can and will
stick together when our true inter-
ests demand it, which is simply say-
ing that Michigan Patrons have some
business capacity as well as honesty.

With our success, in attaining our
object, and its universal recognition
on the part of Manufacturers, the
bitterness of feeling which was en-
gendered is fast subsiding. -

We recall these words found in
our “ Declaration of Purposes.” “(W ]
wage no aggressive warfare against
any other interest whatever. For
our business interests, we desire to
bring producers and consumers, farm-

ers and manufacturers into the most
direct and friendly relations possi-
ble.”

Let us now go forward and do our
own business in our own way. Make
up your orders for Plaster and send
them to me as before. Secretaries
will soon be furnished with blanks for
that purpose. Day & Taylor, with
more experience and ime for prepa-
ration, are now prepared to furnish
the Order with pure plaster very
much below the price paid them last
year.

We shall spare no effort to secure
the best freight rates, and to some
points we can guarantee that rates
will be less than was paid last year.

Important to Subordinate Gran-
ges.

“ Bubordinate Granges that are
more than two quarters in arrears for
dues to the State Grange are not en-
titled to representation therein, nei-
ther can they take part in the elec-
tion of representatives to the State
Grange.”

By this ruling, Granges that have
not made their report to this office
for the quarter ending March 31st,
1877, will not be entitled to send del-
egates to participate in the election
of Representatives to the State
Grange.

I have sent by card to Secretaries of
delinquent Granges such statement of
account as will indicate what must be
done to secure representation in the
County Convention, and also a state-
ment of the financial condition, on the
20th inst., of each Subordinate Gr.nge
not square on my books at that date.
I hope these delinquent reports will
be promptly made, and the dues re
mitted.

In several instances an additional
representative from a County will be
secured by a single Grange making
report and payment of dues for one
quarter.

A full representation in County
Conventions is desirable. and as I am
anxious to give those dilatory Gran-
ges, whose numbers are not in the
published list, every possible chance,
I shall send a certificate of qualifica-
tion to all Grange Secretaries that,
by making reports and payment of
dues before the 16th of October, se-
cure representation in the County
Convention.

The Visitor.

We want at least 1000 new subsecri-
bers at Ten Cents each for the. Vis-
ITOR to January 1st, 1878. The
November No. will give some of the
Proceedings of the National Grange
which meets at Cincinnatti in Nov.,
and the December No. will give the
Address of the Worthy Master, and
the Annual Report of the Executive
Committee, Treasurer, Secretary and
State ‘Agent. This number alone
will be worth the ten cents which we
ask you to pay for four months—
Masters and Secretaries please at-
tend to this matier, and send us the
names of those who are not subserib-
ers, because they have not been so.
licited. Remember this business will
not take care of itself, and we appeal
to you.

Postal Cards
Are cheap. I mention this as some
people don't seem to have found it
out. I mean those who get the Sec-
retary of their Grange to write and
say they have not had their paper for
a month or two.

When we get an edition from the
printer the directing is done to 600
offices right through rrom page one
of our Mailing Book to the end, and
if you don’t get your Visrror before
the 1st of the month following its pub-
lication, notify us by postal card at
once of that fact and another copy
will be sent forthwith. That will be
better than complaining and won’t
cost much more either.

Receipts.

From some correspondence I con-
clude that Secretaries have not al-
ways kept Receipts for dues so as to
be able to show payment for every
quarter since the organization of
their Grange.

As the receipts issned from this
office are of convenient shape, I
would suggest that all such be kept
in a common envelope, filed “ Re-
ceipts for Fees and Dues.” Don’t let
them lie around loose in your tin box.
Statements of account will be ren
dered when desired by Granges
where a balance is shown against
them, and I shall very cheerfully cor-
rect any mistakes that may be made
to appear by a comparison of ac-
counts.

Where From.

There has been a standing request
in _the first column, fourth page of
the VisiTor for two years that has
been overlooked by more than 100
Brothers who read the Visitor. By
that neglect some letters I get are
never answered, or if answered sub-
ject me to a loss of time before I can
do s0, that, in a warm day is a little
annoying.

In writing on Grange business al-
ways give the number ol your Grange
and it will keep me in a much better
humor.

Crop Reports.

I havereceived afew Crop Reports,
really but a small proportion of the
blanks sent out have been returned.
All received before the 12th of Octo-
ber will be compiled and published
in the October VIsIToR.

Masters of Granges are requested
to call the subject up at their next
meeting, and §ee to it, that a report
be made if that duty HAs NoT already
been discharged.

Granges delinquent in reports from
Secretaries for quarter ending March
31st, 1877:

Nos. 4, 5, 28, 44, 48, 50, 62. 70. 75, 95,
111, 114, 126, 135, 138, 142, 146, 147, 156,
168, 180, 183, 191, 198, 203, 204, 206, 207,
209, 211, 214, 223, 225, 233, 244, 247, 249,
5, 268, 273, 275, 295, 297, 302, 308,
330, 340, 347, 356, 871, 377, 385,
, 410, 411, 412, 418, 430, 431, 444,
469, 473, 486, 48, 496, 498,
, 508, 509, 510, 523, 530, 531,
, 552, 560, 561, 565, 567, 575,
596, 598, 604, 605, 607, 612, 617.

. 587,

This list does not include those dor
mant Granges that have not reported
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for a year or more, of which there are
quite a number, who seem practically
dead, though they have not formal-
ly surrendered their charter.

7 gmurz}; @epartmwt.

¢. L. WHITNEY, - - - MUSKEGON.

IN THE FIELD,

We have had the pleasure of meet-
ing with four County or District
Granges since our lastissue. Had we
time to write, much valuable infor-
mation derived from these visits could
be given in these or other colums that
would redound to the interests of the
Order, and the advancement and wel-
fare of the farmer. But time and
space forbids more than a general
mention of these meetings.

From a meeting of Patrons at Reed
City where we met our Worthy Mas-
ter of the State Grange who addressed
the farmers to a good purpose, we
went to Ionia and deliverd ourself up
to the Sheriff of Tonia County, for the
night. ~Think of it, your State Lec-
ture in jail. But the Assistant and
lady Assistant Stewards of the State
Grange delivered as on the day fol-
lowing to go to the County Grange
at Orleans Hall where we met many
old friends, and where during the
session were discussed important in-
terests of the farmers of the locality
in the varieties of wheat to be sown,
The claims of the Clawson being
ably presented and defended from the
attack of the Miller’s Association.
Resolutions were passed in favor of
the Clawson, and to send samples ot
it, and other varieties to Dr. Kedzie,
ot Agricultural College for analysis.
Arrangements for marketing wheat
were discussed, and plans for carrying
them into effect considcred. Ionia
County Grange has already dome a
good work, and every Patron in the
County helping would soon become a
great power for good in that County,
and united with other counties secure
to the Order of the State advantages,
the most sanguine have not dared to
hope for. The next day found us at
Rockford, where were convened the
Kent County Grange. They too had
considered the question of the Claw-
son wheat and with similar conclusions
to Ionia CountyGrange. We found this
Grange equally earnest and active in
the good work, laboring faithfully to
advance the great interests of the Or-
der.

There was to have been a Grove
Pic-Nic and address on this day to
which all were invited, but a much
needed rain caused a change of plans,
and with willing hearts the Patrons and
friends filled the Hall at Rockford to
partake of a sumptuous dinner, and
listen to our address. Seldom have
wz found a more attentive audience.

On the next week we met with the
Berrien Pomona Grange at the new
Hall, of Mt. Tabor Grange. This is
the first Pomona. Grange formed in
the State, and has fully demonstrated
the efficacy of the County organiza-
tion. It has'set on foot a successful
co-operative Store which has twice
made a dividend, and in seven months
past done business to the amount of

e

$21,000. It has awakened an interest | a ’
in all parts of the County—stirring ‘ %tatz %gmt 5 @epartment.
up the weak and dormant, and now PR e T — -
is 'about putting into operation a Com- [ J. H. GARDNER,
mission house in Chicago to do busi- | — e
ness fox; the Order, an enterprise that |  Sal¢ is now 85¢ per barrel in car
every Patron in the west is interested | ]pad lots of 80 barrels, and best fine
in. More of this in another number. | galt in bulk is $4.50 I;BI‘ ton. Iam
The needs of weekl\y paper Was | receiving and forwarding orders now,
talked here, and every Grange in the | almost every day for it ; and Masters
State should discuss this and have the | ghould advise their Granges that now
matter presented in due form at the | jg the time to get it on a,g’it; is a very
next State Grange meeting. How | Jow price, and will probably be high-
many Patrons will take and pay fora | er before long. Decided results in
WEBKLY PAPER at $1,00 per year? the increase of wheat are reported
The dedication of the Mt. Tabor | where it has been applied in the fall,
Hall was made the special Order of 10 | gither before sowing or soon after;
a. m. Wednesday the 29th, and large | in some instances nearly doubling
as tl}e Hall was, it was full to over- | the yield of grain and improving its
flowing. Every thing considered, this | quality and appearance. 1t might be
is the best Hall we have dedicated. | well to give it a trial by sowing a
Proud indeed ought the members to be part of a field and note carefully the
of their efforts. Is the Grange interest | effect. Refuse salt is scarce at the
dying out in localities where such | works and nearly as high priced as
Pomona Granges exist, and such Halls | the best.
are built by the Order? On Saturday I can furnish good team harness
following we met our own, the “Wes- | with hip straps for §26.00; and a nice
tern Pomona Grange,” No. 19, at Ber- | nickel plated single harness for $20.00
lin, and had a good meeting. The | and all kinds of harness at propor-
next meeting is to be at Ravenna, on | tional prices.
the 4th of October. Kent County Don’t forget to order for your
Grange meets at Byron, on the 3rd of | wives a new ten foot ash extention
October. ~Berrien, at Bainbridge, on | table for $6.50 or a walnut for §7.50;
the 2nd Tuesday of October. New- | and also remember that a good sew-
ago County Patrons have a Pic-Nic 1 ing machine with four drawers, drop

- CENIREVILLE.

at Croton, on the 27th of Sept., and | leaf and box cover, which can be re-
Osceola Patrons, on the 2d day of the | moved out of the way in working, is
Jounty Fair at Evert, Oct. 10th. | offered for $25.00; ora full cabinet

; a i case for $35.00; and a plain table for
$18.00. These are shuttle machines
and make the lock stitch.

e Bt o =t Linseed Oil by the barrel is 52¢ a
he prizes manure. man may make | 50 el 7 GTand 55 for boiled ;

money from his farm and be wasteful | T4 0072975 per cwt. Kerosene
of fertilizers, put he is not a gqod | Michigan test, 25cts. 1 am now,'
fa.rmer, fog‘ he is coush'a‘ntly running | pumh?l.smg goods extensively and am
s and o debt', Ihe following | 310 t6 fill all orders at short notice
suggestions may help some farmer to by the piece at cost in any Aovicod
obtain a load of excellent manure, | nantity
efxch year, without cost, besides put- ’ ‘:;‘rl'oce;ies, and boots and shoes in
fing nul of the way o largy pmonnt stock, of the best quality of goods at
of refuse matter, that would other- | | = prices; send on your orders for
wise tend to contaminate the air and any thing ;0" need, not forgetting to
generate disease. 5 send along money to pay as you go.
Place a box, holding from thirty 0 | giat6 on what road and in what way
forty bushel, 8 fow Swds fom e you want goods forwarded. Write
back kitchen door, to be used a8 a|3,me and post office plain, where you
receptaclo for the large class of sub-| Go)\¢ jotters sent and where you want
stances that appearin every house goods shipped. This will avoid er.
sud yard, for w hich there scems 10 | ). a0 q save fime and worry because
other appropriate place. The list is you don’t get an answer on o Tol.
a long one and need not be enumer- | o qq
ated. When a mass of weeds is G
piled in a garden, or the paths are
hoed out, add this rubbish to the
heap. Enongh earth and ashes will
usually find their way there to absorb
all noxious odors, but if they do not,
they may be easily supplied. This is
certainly a better way to dispose of
family slops, than to throw them on
the ground to fester and putrify in |
the hot sun, poisoning the air with
their malarious odors — Hoirsbandman.

A Compost Heap.

Tt 1s one test of a good farmer that

THE “ question box,” usually kept
on the lecturer’s desk, we have often
tound to aid greatly in making pleas-
ant meetings. In it the members can
at any time drop questions and sug-
gestions that perhaps contain much
that is of value, and besides the qui
et members and the sisters who can-
not be persuaded to ¢ speak out in
meeting ” can thus have an opportu-
nity of doing something in the work.

—_Fioral Grange, no. 366, has a | The questions are read off by the
membership of 169, and have never | Jecturer, at a suitable time. Some
dismissed or suspended a member for | are submitted to the Grange, discuss-
non-payment of dues, or other cause. | ¢d and decided. Others are given to
All who have ever joined still retain | the committees to work upon and re-
their membership, except a few Who | port at a future meeting. Sometimes
were grauted dimits by reason of re- | o brother or a sister is appointed to
moving from the neighborhood. consider the question and write an

—_The Michigan State Grange will | article upon it. The questions do not
meet (probably at Lansing) Tuesday, | all refer to farming, but to Grange
December 11th, at 10 o'clock A. M. work, home life, ete. ,
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What Makes a Woman.
Not courtly dress nor queenly air;

Not jewelled hand, complexion fair;
Not graceful form nor lofty tread ;

Not paint, nor curls, nor splendid head
Not pearly teeth, nor sparkling eyes;
Not Voice that nightingale outvies;

Not breath as sweet as eglantine ;

Not gaudy gems or fabrics fine;

Not all the stores of fashion’s mart,

Nor yet the blandishments of art ;

Not one, norall of these combined,

Can make one woman true, refined.

"Tis not the casket that we prize,

But that which in the casket lies !

These outward charms which please the sight
Are naught unless the heart be right.

‘Talk to the Boys.

This morning I said, “If I felt well
enough to-day, I guess I'll write a
sisterly little talk to the boys. You
know [ hardly ever write anything
for them, and of all classes in the
world, boys are my favorites. Give
e the boys, the dear, growing young
boys, the hope and promise of the
nation.” Just as soon as [ said that
the girls began to tell me what to
say. They said, * Don't forget to tell
the boys that if they want their sis-
ters tolove them, they must be good
to them, and tell them their secrets,
and not take long walks when they
could ride as well as not; and they
mustn’t growl over their fine shirts
and complain over every imaginable
annoyance, and find fault about their

-food. That it is these habitual fault-

finders who grow to be unsocial and
unlovable, and finally, detestable
bores.”

Summed up, this is what the girls
told me to tell you, boys: Don’t wear
your hats in the house; be careful to
keep clean ; wash often ; see that your
hands are not grimy and your finger-
nails untidy. If you are going to
clean a stable, put on old shabby
boots kept for that purpose under the
manger. Take notice how a well-
bred gentleman sits—how he man-
ages his two hands, his two legs, and
let him be your example.

Don’t ever, when you. sit down
cross your legs, sprawl, turn the soles
of your boots up for inspection, or
scoot down in your chair until you
sit on the small of your back; you
are a clownish boor’if you do that.
Some men will sit gee-hawed around

all over a chair, with an arm up on the |

back of it, and their legs crossed, un-
til they look no more like a man than
a figure four trap, such as.we often
see along the creek bank. Nothing
stamps a man a lout sooner than this.

No well-bred young lady will toler-
ate the company of a young man who
smokes in her presence. It isan in-
sult. Yawning  and trotting your
heels, and putting on indifferent airs,
are likewise very insulting; so is
eating noisily, or smacking your lips,
or using haw oil and strong perfume-
ry. Many a good fellow has got the
mitten just becanse he used pomades
and hair dressing, and lolled his
greasy head against the wall. i've
seen more than one pair of blue eyes
snap like black ones over the pitiless
and immovable spot on the wall just
back ot the sofa. They called it des
ecration, or some such a word. Don’t
use slang phrases at home, and then

The Household.

away from home, when you are on

your best behavior. Be polite at |

| home, that’s the place to lesi)rn good f S e e

| S ; 't be stingy about say- | !

g Egnﬂeéf;nionyou " e mlg:g}l obliged},"’ As I have never seen anyth_mg in

[ suie very Kind 7 ito your good | Y0ur valuable paper from this sec-
mothers and sisters in your daily in- } tion, perhaps some will be interested

b e them | to know how we pass away time
S : “ away back here in the woods.” As

| " Don't be sneaking. Fre uent the | :
i soéiety of sensibleg womer?, talk to ‘ a general thing we are not troubled

[ them and hear them talk, discuss { Wit.h ennui; and as falr ae mylv 01350"'
J books and public men, and the topics | Yation goes, the people are all socially
| of the day. If you do not under- | inclined. Neighbors are plenty near
| stand the topics of the times, go to | enough for convetﬁence. I cannot
| the schoolmaster, or the doctor, or | 3gTee with Kate R., that farmers
your minister, and ask him to ex- | Should have their buildings nearer
plain and simplify and make it plain together. I think that plan would
enough for your comprehension | tUrn out a great annoyance in several
| That is thousands better, more cred- "le‘_"pe"ts' L“,’]llng i L‘:e woods 1}?"
table to yourself, and complimentary | Lt:‘ls “0‘?‘1 Y .soron. e ?'motlg e
to him, than to nod and pretend that ’ things of the past, for we have yery
you understand when you do not. many enterprising farmers that don’t
| Among your lady friends be sure l intend to let our town remain in the
‘ you dow’t intrude your confidence | Pack ground, and we hope soon to
upon them ; keep your own counsel ; | ¥ank e the first farming towns
that is so much better than to bore | Of the State. Our village at I,IO'“&;
them with tales about your poor self, | COFners contains two stores, milliners
your outward circunmstances— the | S1OP, post office, two blacksmith shops,
unkindness of your relatives, the | 32d a steam sawmill.  We also have
gloomy prospects ahead of you, and | 30 Oddfellows’ and a Grange organ-
all this kind of talk. They ‘can't as- | i2ation. We find our grange, look-
sist you; they have trials perhaps | ing from a social stand point, a very
greater than your own, and you are a | Pleasant and instructive place to pass
tax upon their ready :sizmpathy. away afew hours; and to those ladies
When you enter a room or a church, | that complain of such a dirth of so-
don't go flouncing in like a caught | ¢ial enjoyment, I would recommend
fish. slashing to the right and to the | the gronge 1t thelre 15 not one al-
left, flapping your coat-tails about | Y63dy near enough for you to join,
like seals. Go gently and lightly, | ©'8anize one immediately, and Iam
and respectfully. Go to church in | %Wre you will be surprised at the
good time ; that is genteel and spealss | 2mount of social talent which will
well of your bringing up. develop itself in your neighborhood.
When you make calls, don’t stay | I bope the ladies will not grow
too long and weary the ladies; and | Weary in well doing this warm weath-
don’t, I beg of you, make the longest | e There are very many sub_]ectsz I
part of-your call between your chair | WOuld very much like to hear dis-
and the door, as some young men do, | ¢ussed through the columns of this
Don’t stand and finger the door knob, | Paper- If the ladies should all hap-
and act as though you were examin.  1'€ to meet, (say in the editors sanc-
ing it to see if it infringed upon the ‘ tum), would they be as voluble as
patent you are meditating. Such ‘ they are through the paper? If so I

tricks are very annoying to the “girls | 1agine the editor would [w:}“i L0

A LETTER FROM THE NORTH.

you left behind you,” and very like. | Stop his ears and run.
ly will provoke some sharp remarks| ROXaNa, Mich.
about the time you click the gate
latch. If you sit in the rocking- | (2L ;
| chair while making calls, don’t ior | lox1a, Aug. 30, 1877.
your own sake allow the chair to gal- | The new States Prison a mile out of
lop; it suggests the days of bread. the city of Tonia, on high ground be-
and-sugar and rocking-horses. tween the D. & M. and the D. L. &
T'll tell you one_thing, boys, even ’ N. W. Railroads is just now being
though I may violate confidence; | stocked with prisoners trom Jackson.
j:here.s nothing that ﬂat_ters the vau- | Its architecture and finish include all
ity of a girl or woman like this pret- modern improvements—so called—
ty little respecttul fashion of touch- ’ that cost money.
| Ing your hat, or lifnng it slightly | Ag individuals, corporations, towns,
when you bow to one of .them. I've counties, and States are alike over-
heard many of them say if boys only | whelmed with debt, the expensive-
vknew‘how very charming was the | ness of all kinds of public buildings
compliment conveyed, they'd be | should engage the attention of the
| tilting and touching their hats all the | tax payer.
| time I" Boys, doyn t think you are ir- In nearly all our public buildings—
; resx’stztble; youre not. The girls| the graded school house, churches,
| don’t all waut you, and you must not County and State buildings, there
| wheedle yourselt into the notion that seems to be little regard had to the
they do. : : ability of the people who are taxed
| Be good listeners, think much, | to pay for the structure. Nineteen
| read well, engage in all good works, | twentieths of those who pay for pub-
attend church ,an_d Sabbath-school lie buildings do not and cannot live
always. and don’t forget that the ba- | in houges corresponding in style with
| sis of all good mauners lies in your | these they are paying for year by

jOWn heart, and don’t forget thay the year. We build houses for schools
and issue bonds running for years,

Golden Rule is the embodiment of
I frequently paying a high rate of in-

Public Buildings and Taxes.

true politeness.— Rosella, Ohio Far.
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terest—we build splendid churches,
and trust to Providence and the skill
of an expert at begging, to relieve us
of aload of debt when the job is done.
Perhaps this is all right, but to me the
proposition seems a little faulty, that
a community can afford to have a
house or structure held for use in
common, that in style and finish is far
superior to what any of the contribu-
tors to this common work can have
themselves. FaryER JOHN.

@ommunicatians.

Bro. CoBB:—In my ignorance or
simplicity supposing that the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry was organized
and sent forth into the world for orin
the interest of the business of Agricul-
ture, I have on looking around upon
those who are prominent members of
the Order, been surprised to see the lack
of interest manifested by them in the
advancement of their profession or
calling. They meet week after week
and month after month without the
least apparent progress being made in
the management of their farms or
stock, and I find upon looking the field

over, that the most successful farmers.

and stock breeders are not the men
prominent in the Order, but generaly the reverse
or at best but lay members. Now if my obser-
vations are correct, or nearly so, what is the
remedy and how shall it be applied? First,
ought we not to take a new departure and con-
sider subjects more directly bearing upon our
own business and leave the discussion of such
subjects as co-operation, manufacturing, finan-
ces and merchandising to those having more
time to attend to them, and strive to become
better farmers and bring more intelligence into
our own profession. Let us bring to bear a
generous spirit of rivalry into our own business.
Let us try and see who amongst us can produce
the best crops, raise the best horses, cattle, sheep
and swine. Let us make the experiments nec-
essary to arrive at correct conclusions. Let us
strive to blend scientific and practical farming
" so that the best results may be attained. Let us
spend less time in finding fault with those of
other oceupations and more in informing our-
selves witn regard to our own. Inour section
of the country, in my judgment, a mixed sys-
tem of agriculture is the only successful one.
Should we all raise grain the markets would be
overstocked and the price so low that it would
not pay the cost of raising. Should we all raise
cattle the market would be overstocked and
we should have the cattle but no money. So
with all other varieties of farm production.
That being the case, is it not better, is it
not a duty we owe to ourselves, to our fami-
lies and our Order, that we take hold of this
business of farming with more intelligence than
heretofore, and strive to make the profession of
Agriculture honorable by bringing to its aid a
more enlightened intelligence and culture. “The
world moves” and the time has long since passed
away when ignorance can successfully com-
pete with education and culture. The time has
passed when the world thinks that all that is
y to make a ful farmer is brawn
and muscle. Brams rule the world. Cultiva-
ted actiye brains, win in the race of life, and
who, more than the farmer needs their propell-
ing powers, and who has more time if propeﬂy
used than he to cultivate his mind and improve
his talents. And now my Brother Patrons, if
we as a class are left out in the cold or distanced
in the race of life, the fault is our own, and the
blame rests on our own shoulders and at our
own doors. Let the farmers of the State fit
themselves by study and thorough training for
the responsible duties of life, and they will be
called to the front; they have the opportunity
if they desire, and success or failure lies with
them.

Now a single word in regard to one of the
agencies that we have at hand (and use 8o httleg
which should be a power for good, and woul
be if farmers would only use it, and that is our
County Agricultural Society, which asits name
imports, is a farmers institution, gotten up ex-
?l‘cssly for their benefit and improvement, yet
\ow few look at it in this light. They come to

the fair and bring their families to see and to be |

seen, and make of it a mere social matter. Now
the paramount object should be, with each far-
mer in the land, to go there ‘a.nd be benefitted
thereby, which he cannot be if he goes there as
a visitor only ; he should be at the same time an
exhibitor, bringing in his horse, his colt, his calf
cow or steer, his sheep or swine, and then and
there compare with his neighbor, then he can
seeand judge intelligently with regard to the
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respective merits or qualities of his o

as compared with his neighbors, and I ;211 sf:tg;f

fied that any man desirous of improvement will |

be aided in so doing. A single word and I will |

close. Every farmer should reccollect and chalk |

it down where he’ can see it often, that the ‘
|
|
4

County Agricultural Society is a farmers insti-
tution, and it will be just what they themselves
ma.ke‘lt. It does not belong to the President,
the becrct_nry, or the Executive Committee.
They are simply the agents appointed by your-
selves to put the thing in ship shape, and see
that the proper arrangements are perfeted to
make it convenient for your comfort and safe
for your stock, implements and products, and
1 tell you brother farmers, it is no small tax on
a mans time to take eitherof the Official posi-
tions in the Society. So let uslike reasonable
men and women bring on our stock, products
of the farm and the house, and strive by gener-
ous rivalry to improve ourselves and thereby
bring down blessing on our heads.
4 J. M. NEASMITH.
Vicksburg, Sept. 15th, 1877.

Crimax, September 5, 1877.

Bro. J. T. Cobb:—Our Grange continues to
show a good healthy growth, both in numbers
and interest. At our last meeting, after confer-
ring the first degree on a candidate, we had a
discussion on noxious weeds, and how to eradi-
cate them. The discussion was opened by
Worthy Lecturer, J. D. Adams, who narrated
the result of his observations during a recent
trip to Western New York, where he found all
the farmers in the vicinity of his old home com- |
pletely overrun with Canada thistles, red-root,
St. Johnsroot, daisies, and other pests. He
called the attention of the Grange to the fact
that all these vile weeds have made their ap-
pearance in this and the neighboring counties,
and urged prompt, energetic action to destroy
them before they become too numerous to be
overcome. An animated discussion of the va-
rious ways and means for their destruction fol-
lowed, which was participated in by Brothers
J. A. Eldred, LS. Eldred, J. Q. Adams, L.
Brown, Wm. Tobey. the Master and others, and
at the close it was resolved to wage relentless
war on all these pestiferous weeds. |

A number of the members of our Grange at-
tended the Union pic nic of the Patrons of
Husbandry and the Sovereigns of Industry, at
Goguac Lake on the 16th ult. The meeting was |
addressed by Capt. H. H. Brown, on the sub-
ject of «Labors lesson from the riot,” and by
Hon, George Willard, who advocated an infla-
tion of the currency.

The former began by deprecating any resort
to violence and rioting, and ended by advoca-
ting an unlimited issue of greenbacks, and urg-
ing the working men “if you are going to hang
any body begin with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, John Sherman.” In the course of his
speech he made a sweeping attack on our whole
school system, declaring that the schools were
disseminating a false education—teaching that
manual labor is dishonorable and degrading. —
He quoted and endorsed as true in fact, the
squib of the Danbury News, “ that in order to
keep the boys on the furm, it must be walled in,
lighted with gas, and furnished with billiard
tables,” and that other one from the Burlington
Hawkeye, “ that the way to keep a boy on a
farm is to pin him there with a stake down
through him.” He made special reference to |
our Agricultural College, stating that their stu-
dents and graduates were not found on the
farms, or among the ranks of laboring men.
Now, as a graduate of our common school, and
of the Michigan Agricultural College, as well as |
a laboring man and a Patron, I cannot permit
such a wholesale calumny on our schools and
their graduates, to pass without a protest. Itis

P. O. Box 8029.

BAIN & ENSIGIN,
P. of H. and S. of I. Purchasing Agents, and

IMPORTERS’ TEA AND COFFEE BROKERS,

not true, and H., H. Brown, if he knows any-
thing about it, knows that it is not true, that
our schools, any of them, teach that any kind of
honest labor is degrading or dishonorable. On
the contrary, they clearly, distinctly, and un-
remittingly teach the very opposite. No theme
is more (Fersistently taught tﬁu\ that of the dig-
nity and nobility of labor. Neither is the as-
sertion true that the Graduates of our Agricul-
taral Colleges are not to be found upon the
farms. On the contrary, by far the greater pro-
portion of them may be found just there. And
I disparage no one, when I say that there is not
to be found on the face of the Globe to-day, a
more thrifty, earnest, intelligent class of young
farmers than T can point out to you as the grad-
uates of the Michigan Agricultural College.
Such men as Tracy, Reynolds, Hollister, Gully,
Height, Jewell, Garfield, Ingersoll and scores of
others I could mention, graduates of that
school, are not only successful farmers, but are
the peers and more than the peers of the Cap-
tain who goes about the counrty calumnating
them. I don’t wonder that the Captain at the
close of his speech wandered about the crowd
most uncommonly anxious to know where the
pay for his speech was coming from. I suppose
that is the way he gets his living.
F. HODGMAN.

—One Grange in Putnam County,
Ohio, at Gilboy, has a hall that cost
them $6,000, built of brick. This is
an evidence of the permanency of
our Order, and the firm conviction of
most of our members that it has
come to stay

PRICE LIST of SUPPLIES
inKept the office of the Secretary of the
MICHIGAN STATE GRANGE,
And sent out Post Paid, on Receipt of Cash Or-

der, over the seal of a Subordinate Grange,
and the signature of its Master or Secretary.

Ballot Boxes, (hard wood,) $1 25
Porcelain Ballot Marbles, per hundred,.. . 60
Blank Book, ledger ruled, for Secretary to

keep accounts with members, ool O
Blank Record Books, (Express paid),..... 100
Order Book, containing 100 Orders on the

Treasurer, with stub, well bound,...... a0

Receipt Book, containing 100 Receipts
from Treasurer to Secretary, with stuk,
well bound; oo oo i SoiiLil 50
Blank Receipts for dues, per 100, bound,

Cushing’s Manual,....... S 60
Applications for Membership, per 1 50
Membership Cards, per 100, 1)
Withdrawal Cards, per doz.,. SN 1
Illustrated Visiting or Traveling Cards,
each, L oot saaisatan s sley s 05
Dimits, in envelopes, per doz.,... . 2
By-Laws of the State and Subordinate
Granges, single copies 5¢, per d0Z.,. ... 50
New kind of Singing Books, with music,
Single copy 15 cts. per doz - 50
Rituals, single copy. R )
«  per doz., 1 50

Blanks for Consolidation of Granges, sent
free on application...
Blank Applications fot M p m Po-
mona Granges, furnished free on appli-
cation.
Blank “Articles of Association” for the
Incorporation of Subordinate Granges
with Copy of Charter, all complete,..... 10
Patron’s Pocket Companion, by J. A. Cra-
mer, Cloth, 60 cts., Moracco with tuck, . 1 00
Notice to Delinquent Members, per 100, .. 40
Address, J. T. COBB,
SEC’Y MicH. STATE GRANGE,
SCHOOLCRAFT, MICH.

NEW YORK.

No Charge for Commission, Cartage or Boxing on Teas or Coffees.

in the way of quality and price.

Our Brokerage business does not extend beyond the selling of Teas and Coffees to Wholesale Deal-
ers in this City; but the facilities we enjoy by our business with Importers, whose goods we sell,
will result beneficially to all Patrons, as they will get goods at the same prices at which we sell Whole-
sale dealers. Any rational individual can certainly estimate the advantage this arrangement presents

Since making these we are

plished our desires, and we ask that you favor us wif

ed. This, however, is not strange, when it is considered that heretofore we had to deal
with parties who were not Importers. It has been our purpose for some time past to endeavor
to place ourselves in a position to Excel in Teas and Coffees, and we fecl now that we have accom-

We are the only Purchasing Agents in the City of New York recognized by the National Grance,
(see their Quarterly Bulletin). We will fill orders for any thing in this market, at lowest obtainable
prices, for any Grange or Council in the United States or Canadas, if our teims and provisions are
complicd with, as publighed in the Trur FcoNomist. Sample copies mailed free. Address.

at the very low prices at which goods can now

a tral order.

BAIN & ENBIGN, P. Box 3029, New York.




by

8 7 THE GRANGE VISITOR.

Cnicaco Exposition.—An excursion
to Chicago over the L. 8. & M. S., will
start from Allegan, Tuesday, Oct. 4th,
returning Saturday evening. Fare
£3.50, round trip. From Kalamazoo,
$3.00. This 1s a good chance, over a
good road, to see a big show—cheap.

DOWN ¢ DONN | G0N

A FIRST-CLASS

Sewing Machine

FOR THE ABOVE AMOUN

Owing to expiration of the last of
the *‘ combination patents” we are
enabled to make a further

REDUCTION
in the price of our Machines.
Plain Machine, - § 25
Half Case Machine, 30
Half Cabinet ** 35
Folding Case ** 40
Full Cabinet “ 45

The superiority of our Machine is well known
among the Patrons of this state.

Each Machine is warranted for five years.

Machines sent on 20 days trial, by depositing
price with Express agent, or with Grange Sec-
retary or Master.

Order direct from the Company and

Save all Agents Commissions.

THE WHITNEY MEF'G CO.,
22 Adams St,

CHICAGO, ILL.

818, $20.
UNIVERSAL SEWING MACHINES

A SHOTTLE MACHINE,

Combining all the good qualities of all the old

patents.
Hand Machine and at-
tachments, - - - - $15

With Table and attach-
ments, - - - - - - $22
UNDERFEED, SINGLE THREAD,

EASY RUNNING MACHINE!

(Same stitch as the famous Wilcox & Gibbs
$60.00 Machine.

Hand Machine and at-
tachments, - - - - $10
With Table and attach-
ments complete, - - - $18.

Secretaries, send for specimens of the work,
and circulars for your whole Grange.

Don’t pay 825 to $50 for inferior Machines
when you can get a perfect one for one third
the money.

Money refunded if Machine is not Satisfac-
tory after trial.

We now place Machines within the reach
of every family in the order,

For full particulars, address

0. R. INGERSOLL, of
Patron’s Paint Co., Agent,
259, Front St., New York.

uneol'd) | Goleng (¢'F) Y. Hyson(sr's)
e v o G § 35/Good, . . . 40
Fine, . . 40|Five, . . 45|Fine, . - %
Finest, . . 55| Finest, 60| Finest, . 70
Best, 70 | Best, . - 75)Best,

B
fess 5 per et. Samples mailed free. Send ad-
Cdmss“h ‘::’ pogﬁe;l ‘éa-rd to P. 0. Box 3090, New York.

=<
L8
h

|
|

PARTICULAR.

MONTGOMERY WARD & CO.,

The Original Wholesale

RANGE SUPPLY HOUS

227 &« 229 WABASI AVENUR,
Real the following partial list of the Goods we sell at Wholesale Prices.

Accordeons,

Alpacas,

Aprons, Cartiage and Buggy
Barege, Veiling,

Bills,

Bag Strings,

Bed Springs,

| Bed Quilts,

Belting, Machine,

Belts, Ladies,

Beavers,

Bill Books,

Bishop Lawu,

Blank Books,

Blaunkets, Bed and Ilorse,

Bleached Cotton,

Blacking,

Blneing,

Boots and Shoes,

Brushes, Shaving,

, Tooth,

, Blacking,
ushes, Nail,

Brushes, Hair,

Brushes, Cloth,

Brushes, Horse,

Brussels Net,

Braids,

Bracelets,

Bracelets, Illustrated List.

Brown Cotton,

Broadeloth,

Bustles, *

Buttons,

Buckles, Pants,

Carpet Warp and Yarn,

Carpets,

Carpet Binding,

Carpenters’ Rules,

Cards, Playing,

Cambric,

Cable Cord,

Canvass,

Cassimere,

Cement, Knbber,

Chromos,

Chiains, Watch and Neck,

Chains, 1llustrated List.

Chambruy,

Cloths aud Cassimeres,
Clothing,

Ciothes Wringors,

Cluny Lace,

Clocks,

Clocks, [lustrated List.
Cotton Batting,

Cotton Flannel,
Cottouades,
Concertinas
Corset Jeans, .
Corsets and Clasps,

Corset Laces,

Coat Bindings,

Combs, Assorted Styles,
Corduroy,

Crash, {
Cribbage Boards and Boxes,
Croquet Sets,

Crotchet Edging,

Curtalns, Lace,

Cuiry Combs,

Cutlery,

CATALOGUES AND PRICE LISTS OF A
TO ANY ADDRESS ON AP

Denims,
iaper,
Diaper Pins,
Doeskins,
Dominoes,
Dress Goods,
Dress Binding,
Drilling, Cotton,
Drilling, Linnen,
Ducking,
Edgings and 'usertings,
Kl

tic Cord and Web,
Embroidery Silk,
Embroidery Cotton,
¥ans,

Farmers' Satin,
Feathers,

Flannel, Cotton,
Flannel, Union Checks,
Flannel, 8haker,
Flannel, Wool, Plain,
Flannel, Wool Twilled,
Flannel, Wool Plain,
Flannel, Opera,
Flowevs and Plumes,
Flasks,

Frilling,

Fringes,

tasnges, Silk and Worsted,

an,
s’ Ties, Bows & Scarfs,
Ginghams,

Gimps,

Gloves, Ladies® & Childs
Gloves, Men’s and Boys,
Grass Cloth,

Guipure Lace,

Guuns,

Gun Caps,

Harmonicas,

Hats and Caps,

Hair Pins,

Hhnd Glasses,

Handkerchiels, Ladics’,

Handkerchiefs, Gents’,

Hosiery, Ladies’

Hosiery, Misses® & Children’s

Hosiery, Men’s and Boys’,

Hooks and Eyes,

Irish Linen,

Jaconet,

Jewelry,

Jewelry Illustrated List,

Kettles, Brass & Porcelain,

Kentucky Jeans,

Knit Jackets, Ladies’,

Knit Jackets, Gents’,

Knitting Cotton,

Knives and Forks,

Laces, Shoe,

Lace Trimming,

Lap Robes,

Lanterns,

Lamp and Candle Wick,

Ladies’ 8ilk Neck Handker-
chiefs,

Ladies' Cloth,

Lawn, Dress,

Leggings, Wool,

Leggings,Rubber,

Led Pencils,

Linen Shirt Boosoms,

Linen Drill,
Linen, Dress,
Linen, Table,
Linen, Birds-eye,
Linen Threud,
Linen Braid,
Linen Floss,
Linen Collars and Cuffs,
Lincy,
Locks,
Lockets,
Lockets, [llustrated List,
Marseilles and Piques,
Mattresses,
Memorandum Books,
Miscellaneons Articles,
'y, Mens' and Boys’,
Mohair, Dress,
Mohair. Binding,

ey Wrenchos,
Mosquito Netting,
Nankeens,
Nainsook,
Napkins,
Napkin Rings, Rubber,

Napkin R's, [{lustrated List §

Neckties, Gents’,

Neckties, Ladies’,

Needles and Th , <

Nursery Rubber Sheeting,

Nubies,

0il Cloths, Floor,

Overalls and Jumpers,

Padlocks,

Parasols,

Paper Collars and Cuffs,

Pens and Penholders,

Perfumery,

Percales,

Pillow Case Cotton,

Pillow Case Edging,

Pins,

Pins and Ear Rings,

Pins,” Emblem,

Pins, Emblem, I llustrated
List.

Pocket Books,

Prints,

Quilts, White,

Quilts, Colored,

Razors and Razor Strops,

Repellents,

Regalias,

Revolvers,

Rings,

Rings, Hiustrat:d List,
Ribbons,

Rope,

Rubber Diaper,

Rubber Balls,

Rubber Sheeting and Bibs,
Rubber Belting, Machine,
Rubher Boots and Shoes,
Rubber Clothing,
Ruches and Ruching,
Rules,

Ruffling,

Sash Ribbon,

§atiuets,

Saddles,

Saddles, I llustrated List.
Scales,

Scarfs, Silk,

Scarfs, Wool,

A er—

Sewing Silk,
Sewing Machine Needles and
- Attachments,
Sewing Machines,
Sewing Machines [llustra-
ted List
Seines,
Sheeting, Unbleached,
Sheeting White,
Sheeting, Bleached,
Shirting, Unbleached,
Shirting, Bleached,
irts, White,
irts, Checked and Striped,
irts, Over,
irt Bosoms,
irt Studs,
cars and Scissors,
vls,
Shawl Straps,
8hawl Ping,
Shawl Pins, Ilustrated List
Silesias,

LI LB L

Sh
8|

k,
Silver Plated Ware,
ver Plated Ware, Illus-
trated List.
Spoons and FKorks, Silver
Plated,

Skirts,

Skirt and Coat Braid,
Sleeve Buttons,

Soap, Toilet and Silver,
Spool Cottonand Linen,
Star Braid,

Stationery,

Suspenders,

Swiss Mull,

Syringes,

Tape, Linen and Cotton,
Tape Measures,

:l‘able 8preads,

Teas,

Terry for Cloaking,
Thread Lace,
Thermometers,
Ticking,

Tick Binding,

Tobacco,

Towels and Toweling,
Trunks,

Traveling Bags,
Umbrellas,
Underwear, Ladies’
Underwear, Gents’
Valises,
Valenciennes Lace,
Velveteens,
Veils and Veiling,
Violins,

Victoria Lawn,
Watches,
Waterproof,

Wash slond,
Wadding,

‘Welting Cord,
Whalebone,
Window Curtain,
Wigans,
Wicks,

Wool Scarfs
Work Boxes,
Yak Lace.

LL OUR GOODS FREE
PLICATION, i

SEND ALSO F(jR SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST OF SILVER AND SILV. J
SEWING MACHINES, SADDLES, &C. EVRATED MARR CLo0RS,

MONTGOMERY WARD & CO.,

Opposite the Matteson House, Chicago.

ESSEX PIGS.
BRONZE TURKEYS.

Young Stock, of undoubted purity and excel-

lence. Forsale LOW. Reference as to square

dealing, State Agent, J. H. Gardner, Centre-

ville. - .
HENRY HAWLEY, Sec’y,

Burr Oak, St. Joseph Co., Micgigu.n.

PATRONS PAINT COMPANT,

259 Front Street, New York,
Ingersoll's Ready Mixed Paints.
50 per cent Saved.

; 64 Ppage buok of colors, how to paint, select har-
moniqus colors, &c., mailed free on application.




