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'THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAK THE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED: 
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T H E P O S S I B I L I T I E S 

GRANGE. 
OF T H E 

MORTIMER WHITEHEAD. 

I am requested to write upon the 
possibilities of the Grange? 

What are the possibilities of the 
acorn ? What are the possibilities of 
the block of marble before tbe 
sculptor? Of the bare can vat 
before the painter? Of the clay in 
the hands of the potter? What 
are the possibilities of the infani 
in its mother's arms? What are 
the possibilities of "the little 
red school house?" What the pos-
sibilities of the baby Moses float-
ing among the bullrushes of the 
Nile? What the possibilities of 
the coming of the child at Bethle-
hem ? Of the sermon on the 
mount? Of the missionary in the 
wilds of Africa? What the possi-
bilities when at Concord bridge 

"The  embattled farmers stood 
And fired the shot heard 'round the world?" 

Of the death at the stake, on the 
scaffold or the field of battle of 
martyrs for freedom, who, in all 
the centuries of the world's history 
and progress, with Arnold Winkel-
reid proclaimed.—"Make way for 
Liberty?" What the possibilities 
of the voyage of Columbus as he 
sailed with his little fleet from 
Palos. Of the new world he looked 
upon four hundred years ago? 

> Measure thej^eighi, and breadth, 
and depth of all of these other | 
possibilities and you have the pos-
sibilities of the Grange. All  that 
they contain of growth, beauty, 
art, education, religion pure and 
undefiled, freedom, progress and 
"Peace on earth, good will  towards 
men" are among the possibilities 
of the Grange. 

It is the advocate, promoter and 
conservator of all the good that 
these other possibilities have 
brought to make our world brighter 
and better. In its life of twenty-
six years enough has been accom-
plished to base a "forecast" of its 
future. Wherever and whenever 
the ideal of its founders has been 
kept in view, and wherever its 
work has been upon the lines of 
of its "Declaration of Purposes," 
which are all for good and never 
for evil, there will  be found shad-
owed forth its possibilities and let 
us hope, its probabilities. What-
ever it has wrought in the way of a 
better agriculture, more social life, 
brighter and happier homes, higher 
education of head and heart, the 
better manhood and womanhood, 
in dispensing charity, planting the 
flowers of good works, in develop-
ing a better citizenship, a purer 
ballot, in securing more equita,ble 
laws, in protecting the weak and 
restraining the strong, are but as 
the first footprints of Columbus on 
the shores of the new world com-
pared with its future development 
and possibilities. 

How far will  the possibilities of 
the Grange be realized? Just as 
far as have all the other possibili-
ties before spoken of, if  the same 
means to the ends, work to faith, 
care, vigilance and fidelity, are ever 
and forever used. If the acorn 
falls on stony ground it has no 
depth of root, the oak is dwarfed 
and never becomes the giant of the 
forest, defying the storms of cen-
turies. If the sculptor is careless, 
the perfect angel never steps from 
his marble block. The painter who 
only dreams, will  never see his 
living canvas make his name im-
mortal. The va6e of the potter 
may be ruined in the firing. 
Mother must watch the little feet 
or baby will  never grow to be good 
and great. The little red school 
house can never develop statesmen 
if  its seats are unoccupied and its 
children are truants. The baby 
Moses must be guarded carefully 

from the cruel edict of Pharoab 
to destroy every male child. Tht 
b il e in the manger, who became 
the Light of the world, must bt 
tarried away by his parents who 
flee unto Egypt to escape the wrath 
of Heioi who ordered all babes 
under a year to be slain. The first 
shot fired for Liberty did not bring 
victory. Signing the Declaration 
and the old bell ringing forth, 
"Proclaim Liberty to all the earth 
and to the inhabitants thereof," 
must needs be followed by long 
years of war and suffering. The 
trials and tests of Valley Forge 
ind Trenton, and of even a Bene-
dict Arnold must be endured before 
the possibilities of that first shot 
could be realized. Aye, more, for 
in those days false prophets will 
arise. Men will  dispitefully use 
you. Madam Roland said as she 
ascended the scaffold: "Oh, liber-
ty, liberty, what crimes are com-
mitted in thy name." Pilgrim 
must avoid the slough of despond, 
doubting castle, giant despair, the 
enchanted ground, the flatterer, the 
net of the spoiled, and fear not the 
lions in the way. Columbus must 
have a brave heart, must trim his 
sails to the storm, must avoid rocks 
and shoals, must quell mutiny. 

"Labor omnia vincit:'' Perse-
verance, faith, work until the end. 
Eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty, and combined with faith 
and work, of all success. These have 
oTCUgil to < t i l  a l l i ' liVi/' 
success. The acorn grows to be 
the oak; the marble becomes the 
statue; the canvas the lifelike 
reality; the vase a thing of beauty 
and a joy forever; the infant a 
statesman; the schoolboy noted 
among men; Moses leads Israel out 
of the land of bondage; in Judea 
the child grew and waxed strong 
and the world is saved; Yorktown 
places the seal upon victory and 
the hopes of the earth for freedom 
are lighted; fotir centuries of labor 
and faith have developed a con 
tinent, and this year with all our 
wealth and civilization we honor 
Columbus. 

These other possibilities have 
been realized. Shall it be so with 
the possibilities of the Grange? 
With this inspiration, with all it 
can do before us, who will  wish to 
be other than a brave soldier, loyal 
and true; a cheerful worker, help-
ing to develop its possibilities year 
by year; aiding in bringing about 
the new heaven and the new earth; 
in making our home in the 
Grange, our home on the farm and 
our home in our country—in the 
words of one of the founders of 
our Order—"An earthly heaven to 
go to heaven in." 

in the East, following it, the clear 
lay. 

It need not be ^expected that the 
Legislature will,  inove far in ad-
vance of publii.. sentiment ; and 
this sentiment not at present 
•ducated up tafc the point of de-
manding good poads. Some are 
taking advance [ground, and the 
subject is having&eneralattention, 
but the most of our people do not 
realize how much is lost by bad 
roads. They ea^ly fall into the 
ruts of " well enfpgh" or "cost too 
much." Althoufevwe are somewhat 
behind some" of V>ur sister States, 
we are vaccinate«!, and will  in due 
time break outIwith "road rash." 

This period of Organization must 
precede all els4 as well in road 
building as norther lines. The 
Legislature is handicapped by the 
constitution whii'^ prevents it from 
vacating or alter pg any road laid 
out by Com misffl^ners of Highways. 
Art. IV. Sec. M l and under 11 
Mich. 155, and 2$ Mich. 95, confines 
this action to $ti?te roads, by dele-
gating the po#r to Boards of 
Supervisors. Alao by Art. XIV, 
Sec. 9: " TheMate shall not be a 
party to, or inteisgted in any work 
of internal implement, nor en-
gaged in carryiijgjbh any such work, 
except in the expenditure of grants 
to the State of Upd or other pro-
perty." 

Under this itt ass been decided 
" that townsh highways and 

LEGISLATION FOR B E T T E R ROADS. 

GEO. E. STEELE. 

The Legislature is invoked when-
ever anything goes wrong in the 
economy of the State, even to at-
tempting to make men temperate. 
A large part of the precious time 
of the law making body is taken up 
in changing the name of Miss "Fide 
Bona" to Miss "Bona Fide" and 
such like, of vast import. I t 
may be readily guessed after mak-
ing these startling statements that 
we are not of the class which has im-
plicit confidence in the Legislature 
at once setting us on the macadam 
road to glory, all in the "one horse 
shay." Revolutions do not come 
by a flirt  of the executive pen— 
except in South America. We 
must be content to ask the Legis-
lature to do the very best it can, as 
quick as it can, for the patient is 
very low. We must then hold up 
our hands and promise to do our 
part. Then the era of good roads 
will  begin to throw out a faint light 
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en from the custody of the proper 
local officers." This makes the 
Highway Commissioner the sine 
qua non of township roads, or, to 
translate the Latin, he is "Big-
Injun-Me." 

See also 15 Mich. 347 and 34 
Mich. 46 where the Commissioner 
is given full power to lay out, alter 
or discontinue highways. I can-
not here enter into a discussion of 
these constitutional restrictions. 
Whatever may be done to make 
the constitution a help to good 
roads, must be preceded by a 
thorough school house campaign 
of education, or the amendments 
will  be killed by popular prejudice. 
In view of such misleading error 
I believe more can be accomplished 
if  the Legislature does not at first 
attempt too radical changes. I ad-
mit that most radical changes are 
needed, but we are not to expect 
suddenly to emerge from the 
"corduroy" road to the "Appian 
Way." Then, in my judgment, 
such a plan should be adopted as 
would, by increasing public atten-
tion and appropriate legislation 
gradually bring us into better con-
dition. 

Let us map it out. 
1. Preserve the township system 

with some modifications for local 
or unimportant roads. 

2. By a local option plan provide 
that any county may set in opera-
tion a county system with three 
County Commissioners, who are 
distinct from the Board of Super-
visors, and who shall have power of 
location, construction and main-
tenance of the most important 
thoroughfares. If these were treat-
ed as " State" roads they would, 
under present decisions, be free 
from control of the Township Com-
missioner. 

3. Have a County Engineer who 
shall locate all town and county 
roads in conjunction with the officers 
named; map carefully all roads, set 
out work for contractors and see 
that their work was properly done. 

4. Do away with all building of 
roads by the State at large, and 
make the laws we have, so far as 
applicable, to conform to new county 
system. 

5. Provide that by vote of the 
people of any county bonds may 
be issued, guarded by such low 

rate, long time and proportion to 
valuation provisions as would seem 
best. This money only to be used 
ft r a few important roads. 

The modifications of the town 
system would be mainly as to the 
powerof the Commissioner to locate 
or alter highways. There is no 
check on this officer. He lays roads 
in the most hasty manner, and 
sticks to the section lines if they 
are well nigh impassable. We have 
lost enough by this poor policy 
dready in State roads and high-
ways to have built a stone road the 
whole length of the State. As a 
surveyor I have been called upon 
to make such locations as I knew 
were not best, but had no power to 
do otherwise. A road should be 
located by a capable engineer with 
as much care as a railroad (per-
mitting heavy grading) and with 
curves instead of abrupt angles, 
all being thoroughly monumented. 
Authority should be given in this 
direction, and also to alter roads 
laid out so as to improve them. 
We would then stop expending 
money where it was worse than 
thrown away. Such poor locations 
are expensive luxuries. By proper 
application certain portions of roads 
already laid out could be condemn-
ed, these portions thereafter to 
receive not one dollar of public 
money. The new and best location 
would follow as a matter of course. 
The older parts of the State have 
t i i b f i  1 . - > ' V f t - r o . ^ v isy "liv 
provement of location could be 
made. But it must be remembered 
that, over say one-half of the State, 
new roads are constantly being laid 
out, and this will  continue for many 
years. The question of location 
then becomes the very foundation 
of all subsequent expenditures, and 
should be committed to those best 
capable of giving it attention, free 
from local bias, and who make this 
work a study. This would be ex-
pected of the county board and 
engineer. It would be an advance 
to brush the dust off from the 
county surveyor and make an en-
gineer out of him. The office is 
now of no consequence, and by 
making it the " Hub" of road con-
struction, would be filled by men 
chosen with this in view, and be-
come something besides an empty 
name. As to the State taking up 
the road building, it would seem 
that the day is passed. We have 
no use for long military or other 
roads. The railroads take the place 
of such. We have already seen 
the misappropriation of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in State 
road building, and if these are 
samples of State construction then 
deliver us from any more. County 
credit should be as good or better 
than the State. The former can 
not repudiate, the latter can. Those 
counties where first-class roads are 
built will  find their credit thereby 
improved. Other counties not mov-
ing in the matter will  retrograde. 
There are minor details occurring, 
of which I may write, if  not already 
a trespasser. 

Traverse City. 

WOMAN'S WORK. 

Paw Paw, Mich. 
If  (he Masters of State Granges 

who have not sent me the names of 
their Committee on Woman's 
work in the Grange will  kindly do 
so, I will  organize our work for an 
active campaign at once. Do not 
delay. The Grange work for the 
year should begin now, and we want 
no missing link. 

MRS. H . H . WOODMAN. 

Chairman of National Commit-
tee on Woman's Work in the 
Orange. 

" A FEAST OF R E A S O N , " ETC. 

EDITOR VISITOR: On Thursday 
evening, Dec. 8, 1892, West Handy 
Grange No. (513 celebrated its sev-
enteenth anniversary by having a 
feast. 

The day was stormy, and old 
Boreas seemed to have made up 
his mind to be as disagreeable as 
possible, but a genuine granger 
cares nothing for wind or rain as 
was proven by the goodly number 
that met in our pleasant hall and 
filled the air with music, chatting 
and laughter. 

After listening to some very fine 
singing prepared for the occasion 
by the choir, the tables were spread 
by the ladies, and after partaking 
of the good things placed thereon, 
all pronounced it a feast, indeed. 
After supper the gentlemen assist-
ed in clearing the tables and wash-
ed and wiped dishes, thus verify-
ing the old adage by being useful 
as well as ornamental. 

Seventeen years ago our Grange 
was organized with 39 charter 
members. It now numbers 106, a 
good share of them being wide-
awake young people who will 
study their own interests. So 
there is not much danger of its be-
ing a dead Grange very soon. 
Long may it live and prosper. 

CARRIE J . BOWERS, 
Secretary. 

LINCOLN S H E E P B R E E D E R S . 

We present the report of the 
annual meeting of the Michigan 
Lincoln Sheep Breeders that con-
vened at Lansing, Dec. 21, and 
which was omitted from our last 
issue. 

It was the most enthusiastic 
ever held by the association. Eight-
teen new members were added to 
our membership, eight being from 
Canada. The outlook for Lincolns 
is of the most promising character. 
R. Gibbons of the Michigan Far-
mer read a paper entitled, " The 
Future of the Liucolns in the 
United States," which was well 
liked by every member present. 
The list of officers we published 
in last issue. 

A P R O G R E S S I V E MAGAZINE. 

The editor of the Arena says: 
" I  desire to call y>ur attention to the 

timeliness of topics discussed in the De-
cember Arena by master brains and repre-
sentative thinkers. 'Compulsory Educa-
tion,' 'Government Ownership of Rail-
ways,' ' The Opening of the World's Fair 
on Sunday,' ' T h e Rapid Spread of Occult-
ism in Paris,' ' Evictions in New York, ' 
4 Are We Socialists?' ' Religious Persecu-
tion in Tennessee.' These are all live top-
ics, with which even the busiest of thought-
ful persons are more or less int erested; while 
among subjects more strictly literary in 
character will  be found: ' A Chinese Mys-
tic,' ' Whittier and Tennyson,' ' Religious 
Thought of Colonial Days , ' ' The Defence 
of Shakespeare,' by the eminent Shakes-
pearean scholar,' Dr. A. Nicholson, and 
Miss Dromgoole's charming little Christ-
mas story 

I would fur ther note the breadth of 
thought and the conspicuous fitness of the 
authors represented to discuss the subjects 
in hand, as for example. Bishop J. L . 
Spalding on the ' World's Fair; ' Rev. Ly-
man Abbott, so strong an advocate of uni-
versal justice, on ' Compulsory Education;' 
Napoleon Ney, distinguished among 
thoughtful Frenchmen, and a grandson of 
the French Marshal, on the ' Occult in 
Paris;' T V. Powderly on ' Government 
Ownership of Railways;' so important a 
work as the story of a woman adventurer, 
unattended by any white person, penetrat-
ing the wilds of Africa, calls forth words of 
criticism and appreciation from such emin-
ent persons as Sir Edwin Arnold, Prof. 
Swing, Col. Knox and Col. McMichael. I 
wish to call your special attention to Mr. 
McLoughl in's startling paper on ' Evictions 
in New York. ' This is the f m t paper of 
our series of discussions on 'Social Condi-
tions of To-day.' The December Arena is 
an earnest of what the Arena will  be dur-
ing 1 8 W e are determined to maintain 
our revit-w as the foremost progressive and 
reformative magazine of the age." 


