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"THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAMTHE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED." 
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OHIO'S EXPERIENCE. 

How the Grange of that State has 
Succeeded in Co-operation. 

S . H . E L L I S , MASTER O H I O STATE 

GRANGE. 

I the time of meeting of the next 
¡session of the National Grange 
that will  be entirely practicable, 
with provisions for each State 
Grange to be an auxiliary of the 
parent society. 

Springboro, Ohio. 

The Ohio State Grange at its 
annual session in 1874, instructed 
its executive committee to employ 
an agent to arrange with business 
houses and manufacturers for 
direct trade at first hands, as nearly 
as possible. An agency was 
established at Cincinnati, with Col. 
M. H. Hill  as agent, and the next 
year a branch agency at Cleveland, 
with Bro. E. J . Ensigne as man-
ager. An immense business was 
done through these agents, amount-
ing to several hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. And the plan 
was very beneficial to those mem-
bers of the Grange who availed 
themselves of the business. But 
it was expensive to the treasury of 
the State Grange, as the salaries 
of the agents as well as other run-
ning expenses were paid by the 
State Grange. Afterward a per 
cent was collected from the bus-
iness done through the agents. 
But finally houses or stores were 
procured and stock purchased and 
carried, credits were given, and the 
agencies were finally discontinued, 
after the State Grange had spent 
several thousands of dollars. 

IN KANSAS. \ 

Co-operation in Johnson County, 
Kansas. 

f 

.. GROWTH OF COROEBBATION 
Meantime many cooperative asso-
ciations had been formed among 
the Patrons in various counties in 
the state, buildings rented, pur-
chased or built, and general 
Grange stores started in probably 
one-half of the counties in the 
state. During the seventies and 
eighties, merchandise was con-
stantly on the decline, so that all 
business had to be run on declin-
ing prices. Many old established 
business houses were forced to the 
wall. Thus, with want of business 
experience in some cases, and from 
various other causes, these cooper-
ative enterprises were nearly every 
one of them failures. Our State 
Grange then adopted the plan so 
successfully carried out by the 
Pennsylvania State Grange, that 
of arranging with reliable business 
houses and manufacturers, so that 
members, under seal of the Grange, 
could order direct and the houses 
making such arrangements to 
furnish goods, guaranteed to give 
satisfaction, at wholesale prices, 
and to pay a small per cent on the 
business done into the treasury 
of the State Grange. This plan is 
giving entire satisfaction. Our 
members are getting their supplies 
much cheaper than they otherwise 
could, and it is not only costing the 
State Grange nothing, but is put-
ting a snug sum into the treasury 
each year. 

INBUBANCE. 

Our mutual property insurance 
is a grand success. This has no 
connection with the State Grange. 
But mutual insurance companies 
are organized in many of the 
counties of the state under a gen-
eral state law provided for such 
purpose. 

I think it would have been much 
better if we had in the start con-
nected a mutual insurance com-
pany with the State Grange, as 
the Patrons in New Hampshire 
have done. 

We have not tried the mutual 
life insurance business. But I 
have no doubt but such a plan 
might be devised as would be very 
beneficial to such as wished to 
carry life policies. 

As to a loan and investment 
association. A committee appoint 
ed by the last National Grange has 
it under advisement and I hope 
they will  have matured a plan by 

A . P . REABDON, MASTEB KANSAS 
S T A T E GBANGE. 

The most notable cooperative 
success in our state is the Johnson 
county association, organized June 
14, 1876. 

From the outset the Roachdale 
plan was followed in its purity, 
including actual cash transactions 
to the fullest possible extent. 
Credit with responsible parties was 
allowed not to exceed thirty days, 
and never in excess of the mem-
ber's share of capital stock upon 
whichs such credit was a lien. 

The store was opened July 27, 
1876, with $800 of cash capi-
tal paid in by 60 members; 
which has since grown to $100,000 
held by 952 stockholders. The 
sales for the seventeen years have 
been over $3,500,000. Whereas, 
the main store occupied only a 
small rented room at first, the 
association now owns a magnificent 
building, built and equipped at a 
cost of $50,000, three stories high, 
118x120 feet The association 
owns all the real estate in which it 
does business. Everything is in 
perfect order and the system of 
trade is complete and as a cooper-
ative enterprise is a great credit to 
the enterprise and intelligence of 
the Patrons of Johnson county. 
The habits of thrift, economy, 
foresight and calculation which 
the success of this store developed 
is of untold value to the patrons. 
And outside of the 10 per cent per 
nnnnm allowed upon the capital 
stock that has now reached the 
limit, of the charter, $100,000, thou-
sands of dollars are saved annually 
to the farmers upon their pur-
chases, and the benefits that accrue 
directly and indirectly by reason 
of cooperation in merchandizing 
and banking within themselves. 

McLouth, Kansas. 

traced directly to a selfish desire 
to obtain what others possess, to 
avoid paying what we promise. 
A change in currency values would 
unquestionably yield this result, 
but in the tussle the fighters can-
not foresee that they would surely 
be the bitten—the worst bitten. 

CAN'T BE KEPT THEBE. 

If  I could cause the increase of 
the currency by raining it down 
from heaven till  every man, woman 
and child in the land had $45, no 
power on earth or in heaven could 
compel them to keep it. If it was 
of the same value as our present 
currency the average family has no 
adequate use for it. They would 
exchange it for commodities they 
preferred. The average family 
not having use for it, it would 
float out of the land and we would 
no longer have $45 per capita. If 
it is not rained down from heaven 
it must be formed or transformed 
from the property we now have if 
it is of any worth. No power on 
earth is going to give us $45 per 
capita or any fraction of this sum. 
I t must be the , product of our 
labor. What r j jh t have the law 
makers at Washington or else-
where to compellus to transform 
any portion of ova- wealth into cur-
rency unless we choose? If we do 
choose to have more currency of 
its present value >we can individu-
ally have it instantly by simply 
parting with gj-Apprtion of other 
property we naVef if we needed 
and had use for $45 of present 
value per capita we should have 
them and hold them and keep them 
as is evidenced in France. 

"45 PER CAPITA." 

D A N I E L STBANGE. 

" I  would cause the increase of the 
currency by the use of silver until the 
per capita circulation reaches at least 
forty-five dollars. The limitation being 
sure to keep it at par with gold." 

H. D. P. 
Endorsed by forty-five members of 

Saline Farmers' Club. 

What limitation ? No limitation 
is implied above. " At least $45 " 
implies any sum greater than this, 
if  I could " cause the increase of 
the currency" why name $45 per 
capita ? Or $145 ? Why stop with 
$1045? 

Very much of the misapprehen-
sion now popularly current among 
the people would be at once cured 
by bearing in mind a few funda-
mental, elementary principles, as, 
First, " I t is the duty of the peo-
ple to support the government, but 
it is no part of the function of gov-
ernment to support the people:" 
Second, "All  wealth is produced by 
labor,never a dollar by legislation:" 
and Third, " I t is the function of 
government to prevent injustice 
among its citizens." This latter 
function is often perverted. Laws 
have been enacted and are now 
clamored for simply to take the 
wealth which some possess and 
put it in the hands of others. 
Labor produces wealth; law may 
pervert its distribution. Much of 
the present currency clamor can be 

MONEY AND CHECKS. 

But are not gold and silver 
products of our labor in mines as 
well as our copper, iron, lead or 
zinc? Why should we not rejoice 
to sell them as well as other 
products? Copper is used for 
roofing. If we could find an 
extremely cheap substitute which 
would answer in our climate exactly 
as well and leave us free to sell 
largely of our copper, would we not 
think it a grand acquisition? Is 
not this exactly what we have done 
for gold and silver? Ninety-five 
percent of the commerce of the 
country is effected without the use 
of currency, by the use of drafts, 
checks, orders, etc. In France it 
is not so. A merchant never pays 
a bill  with, a check, but sends his 
messenger to the bank for cur-
rency. We have found a better 
way. Still men clamor that we 
must have as much as France 
although we have no use for it. 
We prefer to sell our metals. Why 
should congress interfere? 

present value. If it should be of 
the same value there could be no 
gain in it to individuals, for how-
ever abundant, it would cost just as 
much in labor or products to 
obtain a dollar as now. 

The demand is then for a cheap 
currency, for higher prices; and 
wherefore? What gain is there to 
be in it? I t is plain to the under-
standing of the most simple that if 
money were just twice as abundant 
and twice as cheap prices would 
be twice as high. We would pay 
two dollars where we now pay one. 
Plainly when values were once ad-
justed to the new scale there could 
be neither gain nor loss to any 
one, and no object in making the 
change if it were possible to make 
it. But it is during the transition 
period, while values are unsettled, 
that some are going to gain and 
others as surely will  lose. I t is a 
juggling scheme, then, for some to 
get possession of what others own. 
In short, it is a scheme whereby 
somebody hopes to rob somebody. 
In other words, it is a perversion 
of the functions of government 

TO AVOID DEBTS. 

But you say, while prices would 
double, a dollar of the cheap cur-
rency would still pay a dollar of 
debts. In other words it would 
not pay a dollar. You are simply 
asking congress to make it lawful 
for you to settle your debts on 
some new basis - wühout paying 
'.hem. But you say, fov thirty 
years the laws have favored the 
creditor class, and now you want 
them to favor the debtor class. 
By favoring the debtor class you 
mean to make it possible to easily 
pay your debts. Because you 
have been robbed for 30 years by 
more methods than you can ever 
understand, you wish now for a 
legal method of getting even in re-
turn. Now I understand you, and 
the desire is more or less excusable. 
But will  increasing the currency 
enable you to do it? Let us see. 
First: We have in this country no 
debtor class and creditor class. 
Each man is in his turn both 
debtor and creditor, and there is 
no possibility of your getting back 
by this means at the men who 
have robbed you. Second: Who 
clamor for this change, the men 
who now pay their debts, or the 
men who cannot pay? You cannot 
pay. Well, let us increase the 
currency. What follows? Prices 
advance. Very true. What prices? 

WILL  PRICES BISE? 

PAPER SUBSTITUTE. 

But it may be urged that govern-
ment paper makes a very cheap 
substitute for gold and silver. So 
it does and so far as it is a substi-
tute we rejoice in its use, but we 
cannot use $45 per capita of it, as 
experience of the years past abund-
antly proves. Long before we reach 
that sum we sell all our currency 
that can be sold and our paper is 
no longer a substitute for gold, but 
is a varying standard vitiating 
every contract, paying never as 
promised; and with its use capital 
is ever distressing the poor. I t is 
no longer a currency of present 
value, but we give of it $3 for a 
bushel of wheat and $2 for a day's 
labor, prices certainly not favor-
able to the laborer but might be to 
the farmer if the price of goods he 
buys did not advance still more 
rapidly. 

NOT A RATIONAL DEMAND. 

I t is plain from the above 
demonstration that the present 
demand for an increase in cur-
rency is not a rational demand, 
for an increase of currency of the 

Right here is where the shoe 
pinches until you must take it 
off or lie down. I t is universally 
known that in time of inflation of 
prices the last of all commodities 
to rise in price are farm products, 
and the last thing of all to advance 
is labor. We who have been 
through one such era remember 
well that the prices of everything 
kept in stores for sale, had no dif-
ficulty in advancing days and 
nights while we slept, but not so 
with farm products. Give us the 
increase in currency you now" de-
mand and for one, two, three years 
you will  be paying increased 
prices for all you buy, with no corre-
sponding increase in what you sell. 
If  you can pay nothing on your 
debts now how will  you do it then? 
At length prices reach their level. 
You get two dollars for all you 
sell instead of one and pay two for 
all you buy. If you can pay noth-
ing now how can you pay aught 
then? The time never comes when 
an inflation in prices can benefit 
the farmer. In the meantime the 
laborer has paid extra prices all 
these years before any increase in 
wages came to him. Of all men 
who might rationally desire a 
cheap currency the farmer and the 
laborer are the last. 

HONESTY BEST. 
Finally all of your debts, unless 

more than fourteen years old, have 
been incurred in dollars of the 
present value, and honesty which 
is the best policy demands that 
they be paid as promised. If there 
is any reason for cheapening the 
currency now there will  be the 
same reason for cheapening it 
again as soon as values are ad-
justed to the new scale; and so 
again and again until it becomes 
worthless, which is disaster in the 
extreme and is the usual history 
of currency cheapening. A de-
preciated currency can never con-
tinue. The other alternative is at 
some time to restore it, which is a 
process painful in the extreme, as 
we remember well who witnessed 
resumption from twenty to fifteen 
years ago. 

A HARD QUESTION. 
Possibly the 45 members of the 

Saline Farmers' Club do notthinkit 
a depreciated currency, but are sin-
cere in saying it will  be at par with 
gold. They cannot rationally 
think so. Gold has the same 
value the world around, regardless 
of any stamp placed upon it. If 
the new currency is at par with 
gold it will  be just as difficult to 
get as it is now. An advocate 
of the cheap currency told me that 
he personally asked Gen. Weaver 
how it was possible. He asked, 
" H we double our currency, prices 
will  double?" "Yes sir.'; " W e 
shall get $2 a bushel for wheat?,^J 
"Yes sir." "Currency can still 
be at a par with gold?" " Yes sir." 
" England will  not double her cur-
rency?" "No sir." "How is it 
possible that England can buy our 
wheat at $2 when it is worth less 
than one at home?" 

" That," said Gen. Weaver; " is 
the most profound and far-reach-
ing question I ever yet have list-
ened to." Of course it was the 
first and simplest question a student 
of economics would ask, but it was 
a poser for Gen. Weaver. Neither 
he nor any living man could answer 
it without first taking back what 
he had just said. Of course he 
and all his followers, if rational, 
must know that a currency so 
cheap that it requires $2 of it to 
buy a bushel of wheat cannot be at 
par with gold,silver .copper nor lead. 

APPRECIATION UNJUST. 

But you ask, is not an apprecia-
ting currency as unjust as a depre-
ciating one? Yes. Is not gold 
appreciating? So it is charged, 
but not established. Compared 
with commodities it is and so it 
ought. Commodities are becom-
ing cheaper, and so they ought 
with our improved methods of pro-
duction. Two bushels of wheat 
can now be raised easier than one 
thirty-five years ago. I t ought to 
bring half the price, and so it does. 
Ten suits of clothes can be made 
easierthan one thirty-five years ago. 
They ought to bring 1-10 price but 
they bring 8-10. Prices are against 
the farmer, but for other causes 
than the currency. Compared with 
labor, the final test, gold is not ap-
preciating. A day's or a year's 
labor would never purchase more 
of it than to day. 

Fifteen years ago when fiatists 
were asked to name a limit to their 
issue, they said a dollar of it should 
always be the equivalent of a day's 
unskilled labor. Compared with 
labor then gold is as cheap today 
as they wished their fiat stuff to be. 
Compared with commodities they 
are cheap and so they ought to be. 

There never was a time in the 
world's history when prices were 
so favorable to the working man, 
but considering our facilities for 
production they ought to be much 
more so. This however is outside 
the currency question and may 
furnish the text for a future theme. 
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