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T H E S O N G O F T H E A X E . 

Oh, a loyal th ing is the woodman's axe, 
And a terror to f reeman ' s foes, 

For i t clears the pa th for a nat ion 's t racks 
As the empire westward goes. 

| Oh, a th ing of joy is the woodman's axe , 
| For it makes the old homestead bright . 

And it sees t h a t the hearthstone never lacks 
Good hear t of a cold, dreary night . 

Oh, a s turdy th ing is the woodman's axe, 
And the s turdy woodman's blows, 

Makes his arms as hard as the wood he hacks, 
And his cheeks as red as a rose. 

In the early morn o'er the crested snow 
To the woods he hastens away. 

And you hear the steady blow upon blow 
Of his good, sharp axe all day. 

The tall, old trees who've swayed in the breeze, 
And have braved a thousand storms. 

Are losing their strengtli by sure degrees. 
At each stroke of the woodman's a rm. 

Hark ! the rebound of a crashing sound i 
'Tis another old oak gone down, 

Bearing his satelites crushed to the ground, 
Like a king when he loses his crown. 

Before the strong woodman's axe thei r dumb, 
Their tough hearts shake with fears, 

And one by one they ' re forced to succumb— 
These braves of a hundred years. 

And all the day long they ' re s t rewn along, 
Like giants slain in a light. 

And the woodman hacks away with a song, 
For he th inks of his home and the night . 

At his home awaits, a t the garden gates, 
His pet little girl wi th her sled, 

And on the pond his boys with their skates, 
And their cheeks a re all rosy red. 

W i t h i n his own doors o'er the oaken floors 
The old hearth-stone is laughing and bright , 

And the honest wife, whom he almost adores, 
Will welcome him home with delight. 

Oh, a th ing of strength is the woodman's a x e ! 
F o r i t br ightens the faces a t home. 

And opens the pa th for an empire's t rack 
I n the ages yet to come. 

FOR explanation as to change in 
size of VISITOR, see Secretary's De-
partment. 

Under existing regulations we are 
required to send a copy free to' the 
Master of each' Subordinate Grange, 
We shall also send a copy free to all 
Secretary's who send us ten or more 
names of subscribers for one year, 
with pay for the same. 

We cannot longer furnish it free 
to those who do not work for it. W e 
must have something for something. 

Facts Wor th Considering;. 

From the Husbandman . 

E L M I R A , N . Y . , O c t . 2 0 , 1 8 7 7 . 
W . A . ARMSTRONG, Secretary Far-

mers' Club .-—It has occur red to m e 
t h a t t he f a r m e r s of t h e C l u b m a y 
ve ry p rope r ly exp res s the i r opin-
ions on a s u b j e c t in which I am 
sure t h e y m u s t feel a l ive ly in t e r -
es t , fo r it a f fec t s d i r ec t l y t he profi ts 
of the i r labors . I a l l u d e t e t axa t ion . 

I t ha s been said, t h a t t he t r u e 
bus iness of the f a r m e r s is to till 
t h e soi l—to p r o d u c e the g ra in , t he 
m e a t a n d the f ru i t s , n o t on ly fo r 
h is o w n s u s t e n a n c e b u t fo r t he 
f e e d i n g of a l l peop le who h a v e ad-
vanced to w h a t may b e s ty led , t he 
w a n t s of c iv i l iza t ion . I t has also 
been sa id by cer ta in pe r sons , " w i s e 
in the i r own conce i t , " t h a t t h e clos-
e r a t t e n t i o n f a r m e r s g i v e to t h e 
bus iness so def ined , t he b e t t e r for 
t h e m , l e a v i n g p u b l i c q u e s t i o n s to 
be m a n a g e d by the c lasses more 
c o m p e t e n t to dea l wi th them. I t 
is t r u e we m u s t d e p e n d on f a r m e r s 
to f u r n i s h us food and the s t ap les 
f rom which r a i m e n t is made . But 
in m y j u d g m e n t , t hey should n o t 
necessa r i ly be conf ined to such 
service. 

In th is c o u n t r y a l i t t l e more 
t h a n one half of t h e popu la t ion is 
e n g a g e d in a g r i c u l t u r e . A l i t t l e 
m o r e t h a n half t h e vo tes m a y be 

1 cast by th i s class. I say may b e 
; cast , fo r it is a l ac t t h a t no o t h e r 
! c lass lias m a n i f e s t e d so m u c h in-
' d i f f e r ence a b o u t exe rc i s ing t he 

r i g h t of su f f r age . Now, wi th t hese 
: f a c t s in view, it is qu i t e s u r p r i s i n g 

tha t a n y person should ser iously 
asse r t t h a t f a r m e r s should conf ine 
the i r labors to fields a n d the ca re 
of the i r a n i m a l s to t h e exc lus ion of 
t he i m p o r t a n t d u t i e s which rest 
a l i ke upon all t he peop l e in a 
c o u n t r y w h e r e s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t is 
e s t ab l i shed . Somebody m u s t m a k e 
t h e laws. If it be said t h a t f a r m -
ers h a v e t h e i r special bus iness and 
should not s t e p beyond i t to t a k e 
part in t h e admin i s t r a t i on of p u b -
lic affairs , t he s ame r u l e would 
confine t he m e r c h a n t to his count 
ing- room. t he b a n k e r to h is coun-
ter , t he l a w y e r to h is office, t he 
m a n u f a c t u r e r to his shop, t he me-
chan ic to his chosen t a s k , a n d so 
wi th all c lasses . 

T h e t h e o r y of our g o v e r n m e n t is 
t h a t t h e peop l e m a k e t he laws. 
E u t t hey can n o t do i t co l l ec t ive ly 
so t hey d e p u t e pe r sons se lec ted 
f r o m t h e i r n u m b e r to do t h e work 
for all. I t is r e a s o n a b l e to suppose 
t h a t m e n who h a v e fa i r intel l i -
g e n c e a n d a t t he s a m e t i m e h a p p e n 
to be f a r m e r s should k n o w w h a t a r e 
t he w a n t s of t h e i r p rofess ion , j u s t 
as well as o t h e r m e n wi th a l ike de-
g r e e of i n t e l l i g e n c e , who h a p p e n 
to be l a w y e r s would k n o w t he 
needs of a g r i c u l t u r e . B u t those 
f a r m e r s who c o n s t i t u t e a m a j o r i t y 
of t he v o t e r s a n d who own more 
than ha l f the w e a l t h of t h e na t ion , 
are p r o n e to such s e l f - a b n e g a t i o n 
t h a t t h e y se l ec t f r o m t he o t h e r 
class, t he m e n to d e c l a r e t he legal 
s t a t u s of the i r w e a l t h , t h e t e n u r e 
by which i t shal l be he ld , a n d wha t 
p ropor t ion of its p roduc t s sha l l be 
se t a p a r t each y e a r to d e f r a y t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t e x p e n s e . 

A n d — h e a v e n d e f e n d us—a p r è s 
s u r e of f a t e ha s e s t ab l i shed t h e 
cus tom of s e l ec t ing l awyer s fo r all 
th is i m p o r t a n t work . T h e y do not 
h e s i t a t e to tell us t h a t f a r m e r s a r e 
n o t c o m p e t e n t to m a k e laws. A 
m a n wi th a r a v e n o u s a p p e t i t e s a t 
down to a d i n n e r of a p p i e d u m p -
l ings e n o u g h fo r two m e n of or-
d i n a r y capac i ty . His l i t t l e boy 
l o o k i n g w i s t fu l l y a t t he p l a t e said, 
" I would l ike a d u m p l i n g . " " You 
m u s t n o t h a v e i t , " said t he f a t h e r . 
" T h e y a r e no t good f o r l i t t l e boys , " 
a n d s t r a i g h t w a y h e d e v o u r e d 
t h e m all. A r e f a r m e r s well sat-
isfied t h a t m e n i n o t h e r business , 
or w i thou t bus iness should say 
w h a t is good fo r t h e m , and then 
g ive i t t h e so lemn sanc t ion of l aw ? 

P e r h a p s you will say I h a v e 
w a n d e r e d f rom t h e s u b j e c t , t axa-
t ion, b u t it seems to m e t h a t I 
h a v e t ouched the reason w h y un-
j u s t t axa t ion is f a s t e n e d upon ag-
r i cu l t u r e , and ind ica ted the w a y by 
which i t can be equa l i zed ; or r a th -
e r t he m e a n s b y which such equal -
iza t ion can b e a t t a i n e d . D o not 
suppose I a m a s k i n g fo r leg is la-

t ion. On the con t r a ry , if m y a r g u -
m e n t is good for a n y t h i n g , I h a v e 
been showing tha t we h a v e a l r e a d y 
had too m u c h of t h a t , a n d w h a t w e 
now w a n t is i ts correct ion. I would 
h a v e all t he i n t e r e s t s , all t he in-
dus t r i e s of the c o u n t r y r e p r e s e n t -
ed in t he l a w - m a k i n g bodies , a n d 
then we m a y b e sure t h a t all will 
be well and j u s t l y cons ide red . 

A s m a t t e r s a r e m a n a g e d , t he 
p r o d u c t i v e i n t e r e s t s of o u r coun-
t r y a r e m a d e to b e a r by f a r too 
g r e a t a sha re of t he taxes . I be-
l ieve i t will c o n t i n u e to be so un-
til t h e m e n e n g a g e d in these in-
dus t r i e s g ive t h e i r a t t e n t i o n to 
m a k i n g l eg i s l a t u r e s w i th d i rec t 
r e f e r e n c e to a d j u s t i n g t he laws 
g o v e r n i n g a s s e s s m e n t s in such 
m a n n e r t h a t all p r o p e r t y of e v e r y 
k ind , sha l l t a k e i t s j u s t sha re of 
taxes , a n d such a l e g i s l a t u r e wil l 
n e v e r l e m a d e of m e n who add 
n o t h i n g to t he w e a l t h of t he coun-
t r y . R E G N A T P O P U L U S . 

THE f a r m e r s of I l l inois , opposed 
to t he G r a n g e , o rgan i zed F a r m e r s ' 
Assoc i a t i ons a n d a d m i t t e d to m e m -
be r sh ip all c l asses of society . The 
s e c r e t a r y says in his las t r e p o r t : 
" T h e adv i so ry board a d m i t t e d 
m a n y to o u r c o n v e n t i o n s who h a d 
no rea l s y m p a t h y wi th o u r r e f o r m , 
or wi th any of t he o b j e c t s for which 
o u r assoc ia t ion was o r g a n i z e d . 
These m e n d i s r ega rded t h e pr inci-
p les of t he associat ion a n d nomi-
n a t e d m e n who e i t h e r o p e n l y re -
p u d i a t e d the pr inc ip les , or w e r e 
s i l en t upon t h e m . " A s soon as 
those l abor associa t ions a d m i t t e d 
pa r t i e s n o t in s y m p a t h y wi th t he 
associa t ion , t he o b j e c t t h e y s o u g h t 
to accompl i sh was d e f e a t e d . W e 
h a v e t he same d a n g e r to g u a r d 
a g a i n s t in our Order . The ba l lo t 
is o u r only sa fe g u a r d . If we h a v e 
the mora l c o u r a g e to use i t , w h e n 
a d o u b t f u l c a n d i d a t e app l ies fo r 
admiss ion , w e a r e safe . 

THE W o r t h y M a s t e r of t he Lou-
i s iana S t a t e G r a n g e s p e a k i n g of 
the s u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s s e n d i n g 
l e t t e r s to t h e G r a n g e p a p e r s s a y s : 

" I s ince re ly wish t h a t t he g r a n g -
es would adop t th is p l a n of l e t t i n g 
us k n o w t h e i r p re5en t cond i t i on 
a n d t h e i r p rospec t s a n d p l ans fo r 
t he f u t u r e . I t is e n c o u r a g i n g to 
hea r t h a t some G r a n g e s a r e e n g a g -
ed in e a rne s t work and a r e m a k i n g 
the i r in f luence f e l t f o r good. I t is 
i m p o r t a n t a lso to h e a r t he com-
p la in t s of those who h a v e gr iev-
ances which o u g h t to be k n o w n , 
a n d if poss ib le cor rec ted . D o n ' t 
have t h e leas t f e a r of " p i t c h i n g 
i n t o " t h e officers of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e . They a r e t he s e r v a n t s of 
t he Order , a n d a r e a lways g lad to 
be r e m i n d e d of a n y n e g l e c t or 
ove r s igh t on t h e i r part .? ' 

—The next number will contain 
not only the report of the Executive 
Committee of the State Grange, but 
others matters of interest to the Order. • 
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l a s t c c ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . J . WOODMAN, - - - PAW PAW 

F I F T H i s , S E S S I O N 

m k h i e a n S t a t e O r a n g e . — P a -
tron*« <»f H u s b a n d r y . 

MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

WORTHV PATRONS:—It is r e q u i r e d 
by the Constitution of the Order, 
that the State Grunge shall meet 
annually to consider and act upon 
such subjects, as wisdom, gath-
ered from practical experience, indi-
cate as necessary for the welfare of the 
Organization; and custom makes it 
the duty of the Master to communi-
cate to the State Grange, such matters 
of interest, relating to the objects and 
aims of the Order as well as the con-
dition, and wants of the Subordinate 
Grange, as circumstances may seem to 
require. On the fourth of December, 
1867, the nucleus of an organization 
of fanners was formed in the city of 
Washington. This was the first at-
tempt in the history of this country, 
if not of the world, to organize the 
tillers of the soil, for social and men-
tal culture, and the protection of their 
interests. 

The idea of such an organization 
was first conceived by a practical far-
mer, who had gathered much valuable 
information, fn relation to the con-
dition and wants of the agricultural 
interests of the United States, from 
extensive travel and close observa-
tion, while in the employment of the 
agricultural department at Washing-
ton. For several years but little pro-
gress was made, and at the 5th annual 
meeting of that organization, called 
the National Grange, but one Master 
of a State Grange was present.. 

I t was not until the 6th annual meet-
ing held at Georgetown, I). C., in Jan-
uary, 1873, that the National Grange 
was permanently organized and in-
corporated. 

Representatives from nine States 
were present at that meeting, and took 
part in making the organization per-
manent. From that time the growth 
of the Order was rapid, and at the 
next annual meeting, representatives 
from thirty three States and Terri-
tories, appeared and took part in the 
deliberations of the session. 

The organization of Subordinate 
Granges in this State commenced near 
the close of the year 1872, and this 
State Grange was organized April 15, 
1873, hence five years of the practical 
work of the Order in this State has 
passed into history, and the Order ye t 
remains strong and prosperous. The 
doubts and misgivings which many 
entertained in regard to its perpetuity 
have been dispelled, and the beautiful 
Grange Halls which dot almost every 
portion of our State, the places of 
business, co-operative stores, means 
provided for, and success of, practical 
co-operation in Subordinate Granges, 
the success which has attended our 
State and local business agencies, the 
intimate and satisfactory business re 
lations which have been established 
with manufactures and dealers, the 
general success which has attended 
every business enterprise, which has 
eminated from the properly constitu-
ted authority of the Order, the in-
creased confidence, and practical busi-
ness habits, which members of the 
Order have acquired, by social inter-
course with each other, more intimate 
relations with business men, general 
reading and practical discussions in 
the Grange, as well as the evidences 
of reviving prosperity of farmers, tell 
in language too plain to be misunder-
stood, that the Order is not only do-
ing the work for which it was designed, 

but has become one of the fixed i, 
stitutions of the land. 

To you the chosen representativ 
of the Subordinate Granges of Mich-
igan is delegated power to make such 
rules and regulations, for the govern-
ment of the Order in this State, and 
recommend such changes in the Con-
stitution and laws of the National 
Grange, as the experience of the past 
have proved necessary for the welfare 
and general prosperity of the Subor-
dinate U ranges. Practically, all there 
is of the Order is in the Subordinate 
Granges, for there all power lies, and 
from them all authority eminates — 
The County, State and National 
Granges, are bu t representative bod-
ies, deriving all their powers from the 
Subordinate Granges, from which the 
representatives are chosen. Legisla-
tive bodies are largely made up of 
members who have had no parliamen-
tary training, or practical experience 
in legislation, consequently much valu-
able time is necessarily consumed at 
the begining of each session in stud-
ying parliamentary law, and learning 
the routine of legislation This has 
been in a large degree obviated in our 
Order, by a wise provision in our Or-
ganic Law, which provides, that " the 
State Grange shall be composed of 
Masters and Past Masters of Sub-
ordinate Granges and their wives 
who are Matrons." This calls to 
the Stale Grange, those whose 
position has been such as to give them 
one year's practice in parliamentary 
usage, and require them to become 
thoroughly acquainted with all of the 
work of the Order, as well as the con-
dition and wants of the Subordinate 
Granges. 

To the knowledge and experience 
thus acquired, can be ascribed much 
of the practical work, and ability to 
dispatch business, which hascharacter-
ized the sessions of the State Grange; 
and it gives me great confidence, to 
know that this body, is composed of 
members who have learned from ex-
perience derived from untiring work 
in the organization, what is most need-
ed to promote the good of the Order 
in this State. I t would therefore be 
presuming on my part to endevor to 
instruct you. Representatives should 
obey the instructions, and endeavor 
to gratify the wishes of their constitu-
ents, when fully made known, or de-
cline to represent them; but to make 
radical changes in the constitution and 
laws of the Onler, to gratify the no-
tions of a few, who form conclusions 
without duly considering the effects of 
the changes asked for, would soon de-
stroy eveiy vestage of harmony in 
laws and work of the Order; and 
weaken, if not destroy the efficacy of 
the organization. 

I will call 3"our attention to a few 
subjects, which in my judgment are 
worthy of your consideration; and for 
principles to guide you in your de-
liberations, I refer you to the Declara-
tion of Purposes of the Order, adopt-
ed by the National Grange, and pub-
lished to the world. 

So wise and jus t are the objects 
there set forth, that no opposer of our 
Organization has ever attempted to 
criticise them The opposition we have 
encountered, has been more the result 
of imagination than reality-, and must 
cease when our principles and pur-
poses are fully understood. 

WORK OK THE ORDER. 
Our Organization was formed for 

wise and beneficent purposes, and its 
work is not confined to the individual 
benefit of i ts members, bu t reaches 
out to the good of our country and 
mankind. We desire "equality, equity, 
and fairness protection for the weak, 
restraint upon the strong, in short 
just ly distributed burdens, and just ly 
distributed powers." As citizens we 

ties to perform and interests 
and shall labor for the per 

'etttfty*6four Republican institutions, 
recognizing that "difference of opin-
ion is no crime, bu t progress towards 
truth is made by differences of opin-
ion, while the fault lies in the bitter-
ness of controversy " Believing that 
" sectionalism is, and of right should 
be, dead and buried with the past ," in 
our agricultural and fraternal brother-
hood " we recognize no north, no 
south, no east, no west."' 

Our government is " of the People 
and for the People.' It is the first 
syrstein of Constitutional Government 
founded upon political equality, and 
the general consent of the governed. 
" Chartered Governments," called Re-
publics had existed, bu t they con-
ferred only a partial franchise, and 
limited civil privileges; but our gov-
ernment, deriving its authority from 
the true source of power the whole 
people, must be what the people make 
it. The Congress of the I 'nited State, 
composed of members chosen by the 
people to legislate for their interests, 
is now in session, and as the soil is the 
great source of wealth, is it not unreas-
onable to claim, that some of the legis-
lation of the country should be to en-
courage and protect the Agricultural 
interests, or at least should not be so 
directed as to benefit other interests 

• at the expense of agriculture. And 
how can this be accomplished in the 
absence of representatives of that in-
terest in Congress, unless i t be by 
discussion, petitions, and resolutions 
of associations and bodies, authorized 
to act and speak in the interests of 
Husbandry? Such an association is 
the Order of Patrons of Husbandry ; 
and such a body is this. All the other 

j great interests of the country have 
not only their representatives in Con-
gress, bu t their organizations to which 

I their representatives look for instruc-
tions. Hence influences both direct 
and powerful operate to influence leg-
islation for their benefit, while unor-
ganized, and unrepresented interests, 

1 are llecessarily neglected, and often 
suffer. This was fully demonstrated 
by the Tariff Legislation in 1872.— 
When a bill was introduced to reduce 
the tariff upon lumber, which would 
materially effect the lumber interests 
of the country, that interest in Mich-
igan had a representative there, who 

j sprang to his feet and raised his pro-
test against the passage of the unjust 
measure, and calling to his aid his col-
leges from this State, they unitedly, 

, with a will and a persistancy that was 
commendable, fought the odious bill 
and defeated *t. But when a bill was 
brought forward in the interest of 
speculators, and derogatory to that of 
farmers, to reduce the tariff on wool 
no one was there to raise his 

i voice against it, and as formers were 
; unorganized, with no means of co-

operation whereby they could protest 
against the outrage, it became a law, 
and not one wool grower in a hundred 
knew what was being done, or had 
been done, until the price of wool be-
gan to tumble. The effect of that act 
was to encourage the importation of 
cheap wool, which was thrown upon 
the market in competition with our 
domestic wool, reducing the price of 
the latter below the actual cost of pro-
duction. 

The tariff was restored in 1874, ye t 
during the two years that it was off 
the importation of wool and woolen 
goods, which for eleven years prior to 
the reduction in 1872 had averaged 
annually of wool 52 058,843 pounds, 
costing in gold at the port of ship-
ment, $-^,125,082; and woolens valued 
in gold at $33,099,301. were increased 
to 122,256,499 lbs. of wool in 1872, 
costing in gold $26,214,195, and wool-
ens valued at'$52,408,921. In 1873, 

there was imported 85,49(1,049 lbs. of 
wool, costing in gold $20,433,938, and 
woolens valued at $51,075,492, mak-
ing in two years, $150,132,546 of the 
gold of the country paid to foreign 
countries for wool and woolen fabrics, 
and this exclusive of shoddy, the im-
portations of which have been large. 

For 35 years prior to January 1st, 
1862, the average price of wool in this 
country was for fine, 50 4-10c, medi-
um, 42 4-5c, and coarse. 35ie per lb., 
on a gold basis; and ye t in 1876, with 
an inflated currency, the average price 
realized by the farmers for that clip, 
did not exceed 25 cents per pound. 

The losses sustained by the farmers 
of Michigan alone, by this one act, 
passed without their knowledge or 
consent, estimated at more than two 
millions of dollars, can never be re-
covered, bu t the experience so dearly 
bought, cannot fail to stimulate them 
to be more watchful of their interests 
in the future. I have dwell upon this 
subject, for the reason, that specula-
tors are again raising the cryr of 
" cheap wool," and the present Con-
gress will be pressed by influences and 
arguments to reduce, if not entirely 
remove the duties upon wool and 
woolen fabrics. Hence it is of vital 
importance that, not only the State 
Grange of Michigan, bu t every State, 
County,and Subordinate Grange iirthe 
land, should by resolutions speak up-
on this subject, and make their influ 
ence felt. 

THE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT AT 
WASHINGTON 

should be made in reality what i t is 
claimed to be, " The Department oj 
Agriculture of the United States; and 
its primary object should be to protect 
and foster every branch of agriculture, 

i encourage a higher and more practical 
education for farmers sons and daugh-

• ters, and stimulate home production, 
so as to give employment to labor.— 
It should be presided over by a scien-
tific practical farmer, who should be 
made'a member of the Cabinet, hav-
ing a voice where his influence can be 
direct with the government. 

PATENT LAWS. 
Congress should be petitioned to so 

revise the patent laws, as to protect 
innocent parties, in using any ar-
ticle, sold in the market, and prevent 
the extension of patents beyond ' the 
time for which they were first grant-
ed. 

EIJCAI. PROTECTION. 
A tariff is a tax or duty levied byr 

the government, upon the products of 
other countries, which are imported 
into the United States; and from which 
the revenues are mainly derived. 

Free trade, would require that all 
such tax or duty should be removed, 
and free importation allowed. 

A high or prohibitory tariff creates 
a monopoly. A low tariff, tends to 
tree t rade; and oppresse labor, by en-
couraging the use and consumption 
of the products of cheap labor of oth-
er countries; and therefore injures 
home production. I t also means di-
rect taxation for the revennes of the 
government. 

In view of the fact, officially stated, 
that " nine-tenths of all the personal 
property of the country escapes taxa-
tion," it is not reasonable to suppose, 
that formers and real estate owners, 
favor a policy which would impose 
upon them the chief burden of support-
ing the government, and paying the 
national debt. 

W h a t the farmers demand, and the 
country needs, is a tariff so adjusted 
as to protect all interests equally, aud 
give employment to both capital and 
labor. Hence the present tariff laws 
thould be so amended as to give the 
same protection to the raw ma-
serial, as is given to the manufactured 
article. The welfare of our country 
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and the perpetuity of our republican 
institutions, depend upon the general 
prosperity and contentment of the 
people; and when a policy shall be 
inaugurated, that will so stimulate the 
productive industries of the country, 
as to give employment to labor at 
reasonable wages, and capital at fair 
profits, bringing capital and labor, 
" the producer and the consumer into 
the closest and most intimate rela-
tions, ' we shall again see prosperity 
reign throughout the land, and the 
government made strong, not only 
among the nations of the earth, bu t in 
the affections and confidence of the 
people. 

ED - CATION. 
My views in relation to common 

schools, and a higher education for 
farmers' sons and daughters, were ful-
ly expressed in my communication to 
the last State Grange, to which I call 
your attention, together with the able 
reports of our late worthy and lament-
ed brother, R. A. Ingersoll, chairman | 
of the committee on education. 

I am fully convinced that one of the 
greatest monopalies, which now ex-
ists in our State, has full control over 
the price of the text books, which are 
used in our public schools. At least, 
the prices which arc paid for such 
books would seem to indicate this. ; 
There is no good reason why our 
schools should not be furnished with , 
books direct from the publishers, and 
at first cost. This subject will bear 
investigation, and such means of re- ! 
form adopted, as the interests of edu-
cation demand. 

In no direction is the good work of 
the Grange, and the influence of the 
Order more perceptible, than in the 
growing intelligence of farmers in re-
lation to general business, the laws of 
trade, influences which govern the 
market, state and condition of the 
same, the current prices of all com-
modities bought and sold upon the 
market, the laws and customs, relating 
to interest, money, discount, com-
mission, percentage, and exchange; 
and the application of such knowl-
edge to the operations of the farm. 

Greater economy is practiced, less 
debt contracted, larger profits from 
the farm realized, and consequently 
more mortgages discharged. 

The Grange is a school in which 
every question relating to the farm 
and the household should be discuss-
ed. and all information relating to ag-
riculture and the general interest of 
farmers disseminated. 

TRANSPORTATION. 
As the position which our Order 

has taken in regard to rail-roads and 
corporations engaged in transporta-
tion, has been misunderstood or in-
tentionally misrepresented, it seems 
proper ihat I should briefly refer to 
this subject. 

The following from our National 
Platform—the declaration of purposes 
of our Order—are fundamental prin-
ciples which underlie the whole or-
ganization, and must be taken as au-
thentic: " W e wage no aggressive 
warfare against any other interest 
whatever. On the contrary, all our 
acts, and all our efforts, so far 
as business is concerned are not 
only for the benefit of the producer 
and consumer, but also for all other 
interests, that tend to bring these two 
parties into speedy and economical 
contact. Hence we hold that trans-
portation companies of every kind are 
necessary to our success, and that their 
interests are intimately connected with 
our interest, and harmonious action is 
mutually advantageous. We are not 
enemies of rail-roads nor of any cor 
poration, that will advance our indus-
trial interests." 

Yet every failure in business, the 
fall of stocks, fluctuations of the mar-

ket the falling off of railroad receipts, 
in fact, almost every calamity tha t 
befalls the community, even -to the 
financial crisis which has paralyzed 
almost every business interest in the 
whole country, has been charged to 
the ' Grange." Even the great rail-
road manager, Wm. Vanderbilt . has 
been credited with saying tha t " the 
lecent rail-road strikes among the 
rail-road employees was at t r ibutable 
to the Grange. ' ' 

Mr. Vanderbi l t ' s position and rep-
utation as a business man is such as 
to repel the idea that he would know-
ingly misrepresent. Hence we must 
conclude that he too is ignorant of 
the objects aims, and composition of 
our organizat ion; and i t is proper 
tha t I should state, that our members 
are farmers, who are quiet peaceful 
law-abi ling citizens, and that neither 

; rail-road officers or employees are ad-
mitted to membership. The idea of 
resistance to law, dis turbing the 
peace, or interfering with any legiti-
mate business is directly antagonistic 
to every principle of our Order. That : 
farmers are no t enemies to rail-roads 
has been demonstrated, by their wil-
liugness to tax them elves, and even 
mortgage their farms to build them. 
No class of community are more di-

; rectly interested in the construction 
of rail-roads, and their successful 
management than fa.imers. 

Capital invested in rail roads, (gen-
uine stock) should be protected by 

j the legislation of the country, as sa-
cred as any other investment. While 
our organization is not oppo-ed to 
capital, or '• any corporation that will 
aid the industr ial interests," yet we 
are apposed to the " tyranny of mono-
polies,'1 and shall labor with all the in-
fluence of our organization, to remove 
the antagonism between labor and 
capital, by common consent, and an 
enlightened statesmanship worthy of 
the nineteenth century. 

The government is c l t h e d with 
sovereign power h Id in trust , to be 
exercised only for the good of the 
people; and every franchise granted 
to a corporation, or privilege bestow-
ed upon a particular class, which does 
not in some way benefit the commu-
nity, is an act of injustice to the peo-
ple. 

If, for instance, a corporation is 
created, which shall result in building 
a railroad or manufac tur ing establish-
ment, to be operated upon such pr in-
ciples as to benefit ihe community, 
then the people receive some re turn 
for the privilege g ran ted ; b u t if the 
franchises are so improvidently show-
ered upon the corporation as to en-
able it to oppress the people, then no 
benefit is received, for the franchise 
granted, but an absolute injury, and 
the s ta te or nation perpetrat ing the 
wrong has violated its most solemn 
trust . By this rule all acts of legis-
lation, both state and national, should 
be tried and to this test all theory of 
political economy should be subject-
ed. " Individual happiness, depends 
upon general prosperity." 

CO-OPERATION. 
The business arm of the Order has 

been great ly strengthened dur ing the 
past year , and several co operative 
stores have been established, and so 
far as I have been able to learn f rom 
the reports made to me, they are gen-
erally successful, and are proving a 
great benefit to Patrons. 

PLASTER INTERESTS. 
I can congratulate the members of 

the Order, and farmers generally, up-
on the success which has crowned the 
efforts of the Executive Committee of 
the State Grange, to secure for them 
plaster at reasonable rates. The his-
tory of this content is so well knowu 
that I need not repeat it. I t is enough 
to say, tha t great credit is due to the 

members of the Order throughout 
' the State, for their hearty and united 
co-operation, in sustaining the com-
mi t tee ; tha t all has been accomplish-
ed that can be desired, in reducing 
the pr :ce of manufactured plaster at 
the mill, and it only remains for the 
farmers to stand by their friends, and 
purchase their plaster at the Grange 
mill of Day & Taylor, to* reap abund-
antly of the f rui ts of their labors, in 
crushing out the most gigantic mo-
nopoly ever organized in the State, 
against the agricultural interests. 

COUNTY AND DISTRICT GRANGES. 

f i v e County and District Granges 
have been organized dur ing the year, 
making twenty now in the State. 
Most of these are in a prosperous con 

j dition, and have demonstrated the 
j ability of these organizations to in-
| fuse a new life into the Order , and 
j s trengthen and build up the Subor-

dinate Granges within their jurisdic-
tion. I am inclined to the opinion, 
that the initiatory fees should be re-
duced. and the meetings of the Grange 
held in different localities, so as to 
make the County Grange and fifth 
degree, accessible to every member of 

. the order. 
DELINQUENT GRANGES. 

A list of delinquent Granges has 
j been published in the VISITOR and 
j corrected monthly. I am investigat-

ing the condition of these Granges, 
and the reports as far as heard from, 

j indicate that a majori ty of them can 
be revived and p u t in working order. 
Several have already paid their dues 
to the State Grange, and are holding 

; regular meetings; others have called 
meetings, and are endeavoring to re 
vive an interest and resume work. 
There are some, however, tha t have 

' made no progress since their organiz 
ation, and their charters mus t be sus-
pended. I t is a singular fact tha t of 
the causes given, why Granges have 

; failed and discontinued their meet-
ings, more than fifty per cent attrib-
ute it to the presence of members 
who are not directly interested in 
farming, and have endeavored to make 
the Grange subserve their personal 
interests. I t would be wise for the 
Granges thus afflicted to apply the 
" pruning knife,'' and remove the 
dead branches. 

The work of reviving dormant 
Granges, and s t rengthening the weak 
ones, should be commenced at once, 
and thoroughly prosecuted. 

GRANGE VISITOR. 
This sheet has been issued monthly 

f rom the Secretary's office, dur ing the 
year. I am confident that i ts circu-
lation has been productive of much 
good to the Order, and could be large-
ly increased by a little effort on the 
par t of the officers of Subordinate 
Granges. As will be seen by the Sec-
re tary ' s Report, i t has been a source 
of revenue to the State Grange. This 
was never intended or anticipated. 
I therefore recommend that i t be en-
larged to a four column sheet, at the 
beginning of the next volume. 

" REPRESENTATION. 
" Amend Preamble under the head of 

"Organization—" National Grange," by 
adding the following at the close of the 
1st paragraph under said head : 
• "Each State shall be entitled to two 
votes in the Rational Grange, and an 
additional vote for every ten thousand 
paying members in excess of ten thous-
and." 

FINANCE. 
F o r the present sound condition of 

the treasury, and the wise and jud i -
cioue management of the finances of 
the State Grange, great credit is due 
to your able Executive Committee. 
Their sessions have been perfectly 
harmonious, notwithstanding that dif-
ferences of opinion often existed on im-
portant measures; yet their wise con-
clusions, and self-sacrificing devotion 
to the interests o! the Order, just ly 
entitle them to the gra t i tude and con-
fidence of the entire membership in 
this State. F o r statement of receipts 
and expenditures, and present condi-
tion of the t reasury, I refer you to 
the reports of the Treasurer anil Exe-
cutive Committee. 

BUSINESS AGENCY. 
I have been unable t o obtain any-

thing official, relating to the business 
of the State Agent , and must refer 
you to other reports for the desired 
information. That the Agency has 
been beneficial to the Order cannot 
be doubted ; bu t I am yet of the 
opinion tha t it should be made self-
sustaining. 

This, together with other important 
matters, to which I have not t ime to 
refer, are submitted for your consid-
eration. confidently believing tha t all 
your deliberations will be harmonious, 
your conclusions wise, and thereby 
the bond of our Fraternal Brother-
hood strengthened. 

J . J . WOODMAN. 

NATIONAL GRANGE. 
The eleventh Annual Session of the 

National Grange was held in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, commencing on the 21st 
of November and closing on the 29th. 
The sesion was an unusually interest-
ing one, and in every respect harmo-
nious. A large amount <f business 
was transacted and some impor tan t 
measures inaugurated. The following 
amendments to the constitution were 
recommended, and submitted for rati-
fication. I herewith submit the same 
for your careful consideration : 

" FEES FOR M E M B E R S H I P . 
" Amend Article VI.—The minimum 

fee for membership in a Subordinate 
Grange shall be: for men, three dollars, 
and for women, one dollar for the four 
degrees." 

SINCE the l a s t issue of t h e VISITOR, 
the annual sessions of both the National 
and State Granges have been held.— 
Both sessions have been unusually in-
teresting; and ti e work done cannot 
fail to prove beneficial to the Order. 
But few amendments to the Constitu-
tion were petitioned for, which seems to 
indicate that the members of the Order 
are satisfied with the wholesome amend-
ments which have been made ; and that 
hereafter the National Grange will not 
be compelled to devote so much time to 
" constitutional t inkering," as it has 
done in the past. This will give more 
time to consider subjects relating more 
directly to the vital interests of the 
Order. The degrees have been opened 
to all members of the Order, and all 
" Fourth Degree " members made eli-
gible to any any office, from the " Gate 
Keeper " of a Subordinate, to the Master 
of the National Grange. Two amend-
ments to the Constitution have been 
submitted, one relating to a more equal 
representation of large States in the 
National Grange, and the other, reduc-
ing the " minimum of initiatory feees" 
to $3 for men and $1 for women for the 
four degrees. These amendments will 
become a part of the Constitution when 
ratified by three-fourths of the State 
Grauges; but not until so ratified and 
proclaimed by the Master of the Na-
tional Grange, can a Subordinate Grange 
reduce the initiatory fees without violat-
ing the Constitution. 

A N N U A L WORD. 
The annual word has been communi-

cated to all the Masters of Subordinate 
Granges who attended tha State Grange 
as delegates, and they were instructed 
to communicate it to the Masters of all 
the Granges which they represented in 
the State Grange ; also to the Masters of 
such other Grauges as may be entitled 
to receive it. The new annual word is 
for the ensuing year, and Masters of 
Subordinate Granges are instructed to 
impart it to all members of their respec-
tive Granges, that are in good standing, 
and whose dues are paid up to the first 
day of January, 1878. 

COUNTY AND DISTRICT GRANGES. 
The State Grange has amended the 

Rules for the Organization and Govern-
ment of County and District Granges, 
so as to reduce the " Minimum of initia-
tory fees " to $1 for men and 50 cents for 
women 
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Protection to Wool Grower«. 

I have received a letter from a mem-
ber of Congress from this State, inform-
ing me that a bill has be?n introduced 
into Congress to repeal the tariff upon 
woo!; and that it is feartJll that it will 
pass, unless the farmers send in their 
protests against it. I recommend that 
every Subordinate Grange in the State 
take immediate action upon this ques-
tion, and obtain the name of every 
farmer within its jurisdiction to a re-
monstrance against the passage of the 
bill, and forward the same to their mem-
ber in Congress. 

I have prepared the following form of 
petition, which can be used for thispur-
posc, with such alterations as may be 
deemed necessary : 
To Michigan Senators and. Represen-

tatives in Congress : 
We the undersiged farmers and wool 

growers of Michigan, learning that a 
bill is now pending before Congress to 
repeal, or reduce the duties on foreign 
wool, imported in'.o the United States; 
and believing that such action would be 
not only detrimental to the best interest 
of the County ; but ruinous to the wool 
growing interests of this State, and the 
great north-west; desire to call your at-
tention to the following, among the 
many reasons why the bill should not 
pa3s. 

1st. Agriculture is the leading pursuit 
of the people of the United States, and 
nearly one-half of the entire population 
are engaged in this branch of productive 
industry, hence the soil is the great 
source of wealth, and upon its fertility 
and productiveness depends the pros-
perity of the people, and the wealth of 
the nation. Wisdom and sound political 
economy would therefore seem to re-
quire, that legislation should be so di-
rected as not only to encourage every 
branch of agriculture, but as far as pos-
sible, prevent the rapid exhaustion of 
the soil by the production of cereals, so 
evident in most of the grain growing 
States. 

2d. Wool growing is one of the lead-
ing brauches of agriculture, and (locks 
the greatest renovators of the soil; yet 
wool canuot be produced in this country 
us cheaply, as in warmer climates, with 
perennial pastures. The price of wool 
in this country, has ever been governed 
by the tariff, and must continue to be, 
until flocks have been so improved and 
increased, as to produce more than is 
required for home consumption, then 
the law of supply and demand will 
regulate the price; but without pro-
tection, wool growing in the northern 
States must be abandoned. 

3rd. The reduction of the tariff in 
1872, had the effect to increase the im-
portation of foreign wool, from about 
50,000,01)0 pounds annually, to upwards 
of 122,000,000 pounds in 1872, and 85 -
000,000 pounds in 1873; (exclusive of 
shoddy ). This shoddy and coarse wool, 
was mixed together, anil manufactured 
into a substance called cloth, and thrown 
upon the market in such quantities, as 
to reduce the price of domestic wool, 
below the actual cost of production, and 
literally ruin every manufacturer of 
honest woolen goods iu this Slate, if not 
throughout the whole country. 

4th. The tariff was restored in 1874, 
and recently a slight advance has taken 
place in the price of domestic wool — 
This, together with the belief, that the 
present tariff will not be removed ; and 
that the policy of the government will 
hereafter be, to so encourage the pro-
ductive industries of the country, as to 
give employment to both labor and 
capital, and enable the people to pro-
duce not oniy their own wool, but their 
clothing, has encouraged farmers to 
agam turn their attention to their flocks. 

We therefore, "j justice, fairness, and 
equity, ask you to use all honorable 
means, to prevent any reduction in the 
duties on foreign wool; and in all Tariff 
.Legislation, to use your influence to se-
cure the same protection to the raw ma-
teria , as is given to the manufactured 
article; and your petitioners will ever 
pray. 

T H E G R A N G E V I S I T O R . 

SCHOOLCRAFT, J A N . 1, 1877. 

^ e c r c i a r g ' s d e p a r t m e n t 

J . T. COBB, • - - - SCHOOLCKAFT. 

Officers and members of Subordinate Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange 

B L A N K S , 
Blanks tha t are sent free from this office on 

application a re : 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-

ordinate Granges. 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona Granges. 
Blank application for organizing Pomona 

Blank applications for Membership in Pomona 

THE business arm of the Order is rap-
idly gaining strength all over the coun-
try. The members take hold of co-op-
eration promptly when its principles 
and practical workings are explained to 
them. The system perfected by ;the 
National Grange will soon be generally 
adopted.—Patrons of Husbandry. 

Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer . 
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges. 
Blank Certificates of Election to County 

Convention. 
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to 

the Sta te Grange. 
Blanks fo r Consolidation of Granges. 
Blank Application for Certificate ot Dimit. 
Blank Plaster Orders. 
Blank Certificate of Incorporation. 

Secretary's Annual Report« 

Worthy Muster and Patrons : 
With the return of another sess'on 

of the State Grange usage demands 
that I submit a Report of the business 
transacted in the Secretary's office 
during the fiscal year 1877. 

While the business of the supply 
Depar tment has fallen oil very ma-
terially, the correspondence of the 
office has not diminished, this with 
the increased circu'ation of the VISI-
TOR, the plaster and miscellaneous 
work has demanded and received my 
undivided attention. 

As set forth in the Report of the 
E x . Committee, the profits on sup 
plies sold add but a trifle to the re-
sources of the State Grange. 

As the Ex. Committee have collect-
ed all the facts as to the receipts and 
disbursements of the Secretary's office 
and incorporated the same in their 
Report, it is quite unnecessary for me 
to go over the same ground. 

In the matter of collections and set-
tlement of balances, my accounts with 
Subordinate Granges are in a bet-
ter condition — more uniformly bal- ; 
anced up to the date o!' their last Re- ; 
port—than they have been at the close I 
of any previous fiscal year. I have j 
given this matter particular attention, : 
and by direction of the E x . Commit-
tee have remitted dues of long stand-
ing where the membership of a Grange 
had largely fallen off, leaving a burden 
upon a faithful few who were not re-
sponsible for the re turn of member-
ship dues to the State Secretary on 
non-paying members. 

In all cases of this kind the Good 
of the Order" seemed to demand this 
remission of dues and as the " Good 
of the Order" is the vital principle 
by which under constitutional restric-
tions our official acts should be ' di-
rected and controlled, I think no 
one will take exception to the course 
adopted. 

I have received official notice of 
the organization of five Subordinate 
Granges dur ing the year. Two in the 
County of Wexford, by special Dep. 
II. A. Danville, one by special Dep. 
W. O. Smith in the County of Osceo'a, 
and two by Gen. Dep. C. L. Whitney, 
one in Washtenaw, and the other in 
Oceana County. These new Granges 
have all paid their dues to the Stale 
Grange with commendable prompt-
ness. 

A review of the accounts of the 
Subordinate Granges as appears on 
my Books, shows that of the 634 
Granges that have -been organized in 
Mich. , at the close of the fiscal year, 

Nov. 30th, 1877, Reports had been re-
ceived from 288 in full, 119 were de-
linquent in Repor ts for one quarter , 
41 for two quarters, 35 lor three 
quarters, 23 for four quarters . 105 
have either surrendered their Char-
ters, or are in a dormant condition, 
and the remaining 23 have been con-

; solidated with neighboring Granges. 
We may reasonably expect that 

nearly all those delinquent for one 
and two quar ters will sooner or later 
make Reports. Of the rest the larger 
part are not likely to re turn to an ac-
tive existence. Quite a number of 
those that appear as do mailt really 
never had an existence beyond the 
date o! their organization, and should 
never have been organized. 

We cannot safely count on more 
than two-thirds of our total number 
of Granges entering upon the new 
year with a determination to live, and 
we have a little less than tha t pro 
portion of our maximun membership 
as reported to the Nat Grange for the 
quar te r ending Sept. 30th, 1875 

I t is not my province to enter up-
on the dissusson of the causes of this 
decline in membership Primarily i t 
lies in the want of appreciation by 
the men and women of the country 
of the advantages in many ways of 
association and conceited action. 

These figures and conclusions at 
first glance may awaken apprehension ' 
in the minds ol some of the stability ! 
and permanence of the Order, But | 
when we consider the rapid and I j 
had almost said unnatural growth of ! 
the Order, not only iu this State but 
throughout the Union, the absorbing 
into the body of a large amount of 
materia! that has never for a moment 
understood and comprehended the ob-
ject and scope of the organization, 
this loss of members is not remark-
able or in any way disheartening to its 
friends and supporters. -Many who have j 
turned their backs upon this inst i tu- i 
tion joined only with the expectation 
of pecuniary advantage, and would 
have remained faithful if their ex-
pectations of profit, or pecuniary ad- | 
vantage had been realized. Many of 
these were good men and women, *an<l j 
might have been batter, if they had ! 
not forsaken the Order, for to those 
who desire improvement, no school ' 
or society has ever furnished to the 
farmer such valuable opportunities. 

Though our Organization was not j 
primarily designed by its founders to 
embrace commercial and pecuniary 
benefits to the farmer, yet where co 
operative or business enterprises have 
been in the hands of the right men 
who by their qualifications have made 
the business a success, it has proved a 
wonderful bond of strength, union 
and growth to the Order. 

Iu proof of this, we cite the con-
dition of the Order in the County of 
Allegan My Report to the National j 
Grange^ for the quar te r ending Sept. 
30, 1875, gave a larger membership 
than that of any other quar te r since ! 
the introduction of the Order in to j 
this State The 17 Granges of Aile 
gan County for that quar ter reported 
a membership of 11U0. The member 
ship of two of these Granges should-
not be counted in this comparison as 
one was practically dead at the t ime, 
never having repor ted since, and 
another was then in a dying condiiion. 
Yet with a loss of 77 members by 
these two dead Granges the remaining 
15, report for the quar te r ending Sept. 
30th, 1877,1181 members. These sig-
nificant figures present Allegan Coun-
ty to the Order as the banner County 
of the State, and for this high honor 
she is indebted to a member of this body 
Bro. Alber t Stegeman, the W o r t h y 
Master of Allegan Central Grange, 
by whose business experience,untiring 
industry, and zealous devotion to the 

principles of our Order, thousands of 
dollars have been saved to the Pa-
t rons of the County. 

While I do not believe that the Or-
der of Pa t rons of Husbandry with its 
social and educational blessings is 
in any danger of decay and death. I 
do see in every successful business 
enterprise carried on by Patrons, for 
Patrons, evidence of the most con-
vincing kind to a large propor-
tion of our people that the Business 
arm of the Order not only adds to 
our material prosperi ty, bu t gives us 
strength in numbers and influence. 

| Unsuccessful enterprises undertaken 
by those who have more faith than 
experience, and more zeal than discre-

1 tion, have in many places weakened 
or for a time destroyed the Order. 

i We should, therefore, " m a k e haste 
1 slowly," tha t our growth may be more 

reliable and enduring. 

PLASTKR. 
I t will be remembered that your 

Secretary, by direction of the Execu-
! tive Committee, sent to the several 

Granges of the State in September, 
1876, blank orders for plaster in the 
nature of a contract with Messrs. Day 
& Taylor, of Grandville by which the 
parties ordering agreed to pay $3.00 
per ton on board of cars at the mi 1 of 
I 'ay & Taylor, and those orders, when 
signed, were to be returned to me, 
and Day & Taylor were to forward 
plaster on all orders under seal in ac-
cordance with directions accompany-
ing the order. 

The plan adopted was carried out 
and the measure of success attending 
it can be best determined by a state-
ment of results. 

The first order of the season was 
received Sept. 18, 1876, and the last, 
June 14, 1877 The total number of 
orders was 438, and the shipments on 
these orders amounted to 5,891 tons 
The amount sold and delivered to 
Patrons and others at the mill, and 
shipped by Day & Taylor on orders 
sent to them direct, is not included in 
this statement, bu t when added made 
their total sales over 7,000 tons. By 
the arrangement, I was to make col-
lections for all plaster delivered on 
these orders, and apply 25 per cent 
of such collections to the payment 
of an advance made by the Execu-
tive Committee to H. O. Weston, for 
which Messrs. Day & Taylor had 
become liable to the Executive Com-
mittee. The amouut unpaid at the 
last session of the State Grange was 
$3,310.17. In due time, from collec-
tions that sum was paid, and the mem-
bers of the Executive Committee re 
lieved of a personal liability that they 
had assumed in behalf of the Order 
and carriie 3 for two years. 

The aggregate value at the mill of 
the plaster shipped on orders forward-
ed by me, was over $17,500, which 
with collections for bags and barrels 
made up in bills, few ot which exceed-
ed $30, a total of over $18,000. I take 
great pleasure in bearing witness to 
the promptness with which these bills 
were nearly all met. There remains 
but eight accounts which are wholly or 
in par t unpaid, amounting in all to 
$195.00. 

Very little if any of this will be lost. 
I venture to say to the credit of the 

Order that so large an amount of mon 
ey covering such a large number of 
bills, was never before collected in the 
State of Michigan as so small cost. 

In behalf of brothers Day & Taylor, 
it affords me pleasure to say that in 
our business relations I have in every 
instance found them not only honora-
ble but liberal in the treatment of 
every case of complaint that was made 
to me. Shipments from the mill of 
Day & Taylor commenced much earli-
er in the season than from any of the 
other mills in the Grand River Valley 


