STATE  GRANGE»

AT H E FARMER

DECLARATION OF PURPOSES OF
PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY.

THE

Adopted by the National Grangeat its Seventh
Annual Session, held at St. Louis,
February, 1874.

PREAMBLE.

Profoundly impressedwith the truth
that the National Grange of the United
States should definitely proclaim to the
world its generalobjectswe herebyunani-
mously makethis Declarationof Purposes
of the Patronsof Husbandry.

GENERAL OBJECTS.

1. United by the strongand faithful tie
of agriculture, we mutuallyresolveto labor
for the good of our Order,our country and
mankind. T

2. Weheartily endorsethe motto, In
essentialsunity; in non-essentialdjberty;
in all things, charity."

SPECIFIC OBJECTS.

3. We shall endeavor to advance our
causeby laboring to accomplish the fol-
lowing objects:

To developa betterand higher manhood
and womanhoodamongourselves. To en-
hancethe comfortsand attractions of our
homesand strengthenour attachmentsto
our pursuits. To foster mutual under-
standing and co-operation. To maintain
inviolate our laws and to emulate each
otherin labor, to hasten the good time
coming. To reduce our expenses,both
individual and corporate. To buylessand
producemore,in orderto make our farms
Belf-sustaining. To diversify our cropsand

~coadense~thaveight of our"experts, sell-

ing lessin the busheland more on hoof
andin fleece;lessin lint andmorein warp
andwoof. To systematizeour work, and
calculateintelligently on probabilities, 1o
discountenancehe credit systemthe mort-
gagesystem,the fashionsystem,andevery
other system tending to prodigality and
bankruptcy. . i

We propose meeting together, tam-
ing together, working together, buying
together, selling together, and, m gen-
eral, acting together for our mutual
protection and advancement, as occa-
sion may requre. We shallavoid litiga-
tion asmuch aspossibleby arbitration in
the Grange. We shall constantly strive
to secureentire harmony, good will, vital
brotherhoodamongourselvesandto make
our Orderperpetual. We shall earnestly
endeavorto suppresspersonal,local, sec-
tional, and national prejudices, all un-
healthyrivalrv. all selfishambition. t aith-
ful adherencetoheseprincipleswill insure
our mental, moral, social, and material
advancement.

BUSINESS RELATIONS.

4. For our businesdnterests,we desire
to brindg producersand consumers,farm-
ersand manufacturersinto the most di-
rect and friendly relationspossible. Hence
we mustdispensewith asurplusof middle-
men, not that we are unfriendly to them
but we do not need them. Their surplus
andtheir exactionsdiminish our profits.

We wage no aggressivewvarfare against
any otherinterestswvhatever. Onthe gpn-
trarv all our actsandall our efforts, sofar
as businesss concerned,are not only for
the benefitof the producerand consumer,
but also for all other intereststhat tend
to bring thesetwo partiesinto speedyand
economicalcontact. Hence we hold that
transportation companies of every kind
arenecessaryo our success,thattheir in-
terestsareintimately connectedwith our
interests,and harmoniousaction « mutu-
ally advantageouskeepingm view thefarst
sentencen our Declarationof Principles
of action, that "Individual happinesde-
pendsupon generalprosperity.

We shall thereforeadvocatefor every
statethe increasein everypracticablewa
of all facilities for transporting cheaply
to the seaboard, or betweenhome pro-
ducersandconsumers.all the productions
of our country. We adoptit as our fixed
purpose" to openout the channelsm na-
ture~greatarteries thatthelife blood of
commercemay flow freely.'

We are not enemiesof railroads,naviga-
ble and irrigating canals,or of any cor-
porationthat will advanceour industrial
interests,nor of any laboring classes.

EDITION.

LANSINgTMICHIGAN,

In our nobleOrderthereis no commun-
ism, no agrarianism.

We are opposedto such spirit and man-
agementof auy corporation or enterprise
astendsto oppressthe people and rob
themof their just profits. We are not
enemiesto capital,but we opposethe tyr-
anny of monopolies. We long to seethe
antagonism between capital and labor
removed by common consent,and by an
enlightened statesmanshipvorthy of the
nineteenthcentury. We are oPposedto
excessivesalaries, high ratesof interest,
and exorbitant per cent in trade. They
%reatlyincreaseour burdens,and do not

eara proper proportion to the profit of
producers. We desireonly self-protection,
andthe protection of every true interest
of our land by legitimate transactions,
legitimate tradeand legitimate profits.

EDUCATION.

We shall advance the causeof educa-
tion amongourselvesandfor our children,
by all just meanswithin our power. We es-
pecially advocatefor our agricultural and
industrialcollegeghatpracticalagriculture,
domesticscience,and all the arts which
adornthe homebetaughtin their courses
of study.

THE GRANGE NOT PARTISAN.

5. We emphaticallyand sincerely assert
theoft-repeatedruth taughtin our organic
law, that the Grange—nationalstate, or
subordinate—isot a political or party or-
ganization. No Grange,if true to its obli-
gations, candiscusspolitical or religious
qguestions,nor call political convention»,
nor nominatecandidatesnor evea<lij$rr>s
thay i i A G5
true politics, all truWrauesmausmpanc
properly carried out, will tead to pur
the wholepolitical atmospher@f ourcoufl
try, for we seekthe greatestgood to tb*
greatestnumber.

We alwaysbearin mind that no one, by
becominga Patron of Husbandry, giv<e
up thatinalienable right and duty whu
belongsto every Americancitizen, to tal
a proper interestin the politics of h
country.

On the contrary, it is right for everi
memberto do all in his power legitimate!
to influencefor good the action of an;
political party to which he belongs. It |
his duty to do all hecanin his own party
to put down bribery, corruptionand trick
ery; to seethat nonebut competentfaith-
ful and honestmen,whowill unflinchingly
stand by our industrial interests,are nomj
inated for all positions of trust; and tol
havecarriedouttheprinciple which should
characterizeevery Patron,that [
THE OFFICE SHOULD SEEK THE MAN, ANDJ

NOT THE MAN THE OFFICE.

We acknowledgehebroadprinciple, that
differenceof opinionis no crime,andhold|
that " progresstoward truth is made byl
difference of opinion," while the " fault
lies in bitternessof controversy." \

We desirea proper equality, equity and !
fairness;protectionfor the weak; restraint
uponthestrong;in short,justly distributedi
burdens, and justly distributed power.
Theseare Americanideas,thevery essence,
of Americanindependencegndto advocate
the contraryis unworthy of the sons and
daughtersof an AmericanRepublic.

We cherishthe belief that sectionalism
is, and of right shouldbe deadandburied
with the past. Our work is for the pres-
entand the future. In our agricultural
brotherhood and its pursoses, we shall
recognizeno north, no south,no east, no
west.

It is reservedby every Patron, as the
right of a freemanto affiliate with any
party thatwill bestcarryouthis principles.

OUTSIDE CO-OPERATION.

6. Oursbeing peculiarly a farmers'in-
stitution, wecannotadmit all to our ranks.

Many are excludedby the natureof our
organization, not because they are pro-
fessionalmen,or artisans,or laborers,but
becausdhey havenot a sufficient direct
interestin tilling the soil, or may have
someinterestin conflict with our purposes.
But we appealto all goodcitizensfor their
cordial co-operationto assistin our efforts
toward reform, that we may eventually
removefrom our midstthe last vestigeof

tyran nd corruption. .
yWeWaal'] t?1e gengralgeswe for fraternal

IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN TBE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST
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liarmony, equitablecompromisesandearn-
estco-operationas an omenof our future

Success.
CONCLUSION.

7: 1t shall be an abiding principle with
As to relieve any of our oppressedand
sufferingbrotherhoodby any meansat our
Command.

Last, but not least,weproclaim it among
pur purposedo inculcate a proper appre-
ciation of the abilities and sphere of
woman,as is indicated by admitting her
to membershipand positionin our Order.

imploring the continued assistanceof
our Divine Masterto guideusin our work,
we here pledge ourselvesto faithful and
harmoniouslabor for all future time, to
return by our united effortsto the wisdom,
justice, fraternity,and political purity of
4ourforefathers.

THE STATE GRANGE.

TUESDAY.

Michigan State Grange, P. of H., met
in its twenty-firsﬁ annual sessiondin
RepresentativeHall,, L i Juesday,
Decenmber, 1443 4t Iba@%%‘%\f& W,
Worthy MasterG. B. Horton in the chair
and all officersand most of the delegates
in their seats. After a shortsessiorin the
fiifth degreethe meeting recurredto the
fourth degreeand a committeeon creden-
tials wasappointed. While they were at
*prk resolutionsverereceivedandreferred

impropriatecommitteesto be appointed

notestouchingsilver, tariff, equal
gff*" government ownership of tele-
13 pijro foods, opposition. to, trold
Ps,the countyroad system,and so on.

Tbhe committee on Woman's work an-

nounceda receptionfor the eveningin the
Executive parlors.

Prof. Mumford extendedaninvitation on
behalf of PresidentGorton for the dele-
gatesandvisitorsto visit the Agricultural
College,which was acceptedfor Wednes-
dayafternoon.

4 choir from Capitol Grange furnished
selectionsof\musicduring the session.

The orderof businessisedlast yearwas
adoptedfor thisVear.

The MasterappointedLecturer Crosby,
SecretaryBuell, ahdEditor Butterfield as
a presscommittee. \

SecretaryJennieBuell wasably assisted
by her sister Flora “uell through the

Fruitsandflowers from,the Agricultural
College graced the desk in front of the
Master and Ceres,Flora and Pomona.

Tuesdayafternoonthe committeeon cre-
dentials reported, after which Overseer
Cole was called to the chair and further
resolutionswere presentedand referred.

At 3 o'clock Master Horton gave a
lengthy andinterestingaddressvhich will
appeain full. It wasreceivedwith hearty
applause. ,

Past Master ThomasMars was then
calledto the chair while Master Horton
helpedmakeout the list of committeesor
the session. .

Prof. Mumford gave some information

| in regardto the proposed dairy course at

tbe Agricultural College, anda lively dis-
cussionensuedn which the creamerysys-
tem, so widely introduced by Davis and
Rankin during the pastyear, w-s com-
mended,but their exorbitant prices were
condemnechsaswindle, sinceequalfacili-

ties can beobtained of other parties at
half their prices. N i

fiditor Butherfield of the GrRaNeE visI,
¢PORgaveaninterestingstatemenw regard
'jo that papershowingit to be advancingn
Circulationand finances. The visiTor was
leartily endorsedn theensuingdiscussion.
| MasterHorton announcedas a commit-
teeto conferwith Gov. Rich in regard to
Shesuffering miners, S. E. Haughey of
Hillsdale,E. L. Warnerof VanBuren,and
2. A. Taylorof Lenawee.
[ The committeedor the sessiorwerethen
anouncedandthe Grangeclosed.
i In the evening the informal reception
2;3% élt oLy by delegatesand wvisting
mbersbearingsouvenir cards prepared
the committeeon Woman'sWork, who
4V) gave the introductionsto Governor
¢dMrs. Rich,afterwhich apleasanthour
% passedn social converse.

IMPROVED:

WHOLE W . 433.

Wednesdaymorning further resolutions
were introduced and referred, including
someon rural mail delivery, naturalization
of foreigners,andelectionof United States
senatorshy popularvote.

Able reportswere made by Mrs. Mary
Mayo asChaplain;A. J. Crosbyas Lectur-
er; Mrs. SarahSt. Clair asFlora; Mrs. A.
A. Leightonas Pomona; M. T. Cole as
Overseer;JennieBuell as Secretary, and
Mary C. Allis as Ceres.

The ExecutiveCommitteemadeits main
report, which soheartily commendedtself
to the body that it was adopted unani-
mously by a rising vote. It to will be
publishedin full andwill be quotedas an
exponentof the financial views of the
farmersof Michigan.

During the afternoon67 of the visitors
and delegatesvisited the College.

Wednesday evening very impressive
memorial exercisesvereheld in openses-
sion. Remarkswere madeby MasterHor-
tor and prayerofferedby Rev. C. B. Pat-
tersonof the CentralM. E. Church. Res-
olutions pertaining to Past Master and
Treasurer S. F. Brown were offered by
Perry Mayo and supportedby PastMaster
J. J. Woodman;pertainingto John Porter,
by H. D. Piatt,, and supportedby M. T.
Cole andK. J. Brown; pertainingto J. Q.
A. Burrington, by Past Master Thomas
Mars and supportedby J. G. Ramsdell;
andpertainingto PastSecretaryand Editor
J T. Cobb,by Mrs. Mary Mayo and sup-
portedby PastMastersC. G. Luce, Thomas
Mare,andJ. J. Woodman;alsoby Secre-
tory ! Jennie Buell, H. D. Piatt, H. H.
FwIR.a J. CvnaV~.J.G R”rasdell,aurf
others. The resolutionswere Adopted oy
a risin% vote. Prayer by thé Chaplain
closedthe deeplytouchingexercises.

THURSDAY.

Thursday businessbegan to shape for
action. TreasurerStrongmadehis report
showingthe financesin good order. As-
sistantStewardMartin and Gate Keeper
Carlisle madegoodreports. Mrs. Mary b.
Hinds and Mrs. Mayo reportedconcerning
the Woman'sWork committee. The com-
mitte on Claims and Grievancesreported
nothingin thoselines on hand.

Resolutionswereadoptedfavorin? con-
tributions of produce for the suffering
miners,andfavoringthe formationof bet-
ter mutualfire insuranceorganizations.

The committeeon Transportatiorreport-
ed disapproving the new county highway
law, and favoring agitation for railway
reforms,etc. ,

The special committee to confer with
Governor Rich reported in favor of con-
tributions under the auspicesof the sub-
ordinate Grangesto relieve the suffering
miners, and adversly to calling a special
sessionof the legislature. Adopted.

A telegram was read from Delegate
John K. Campbellof Washtenawwho had
been called home the previous day, an-
nouncingthe deathof hislittle son,anda
telegram of sympathywassenthim.

The committee on Education reported
favoring cooperationof Grangeswith the
school commissionersso as to securea
better system of grading; favoring uni-
form text-books;favoringthe extensionof
the readingcourseused in Oceanacounty,
and favoring the appointmentof a per-
manent committee on Education. After
remarks by School CommissionerD. E.
McClure of Oceana, the report was

AThursdayevening the beautifulwork of
the sixth degreewasgiven to thoseentitled
to it.

FRIDAY.

Friday wasa rainy day; in the morning
the Grangeelectedthree membersof the
Executive Committee,J. G. RamsdeUand
R H Taylor being re-electedand Ji. W.
Redfernsucceedindd. H. Hinds. Master
Horton then exemplified the unwritten
work. Steward Gray read a good report,
taking J. SterlingMorton's addressas a
basis.

The committee on Resolutionsreported
in favor of freemail delivery and election
of United Statessenatordy popularvote,
and condemningJ. Sterling Mortons un-
provoked, malicious, disrespectful, and
false language,and endorsingthe action

(Continued on page 5.)



