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PREAMBLE. 

Profoundly impressed with the truth 
that the National Grange of the United 
States should definitely proclaim to the 
world its general objects, we hereby unani-
mously make this Declaration of Purposes 
of the Patrons of Husbandry : 

GENERAL OBJECTS. 

1. United by the strong and faithful tie 
of agriculture, we mutually resolve to labor 
for the good of our Order, our country and 
mankind. T 

2. We heartily endorse the motto, In 
essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; 
in all things, charity." 

SPECIFIC OBJECTS. 

3. We shall endeavor to advance our 
cause by laboring to accomplish the fol-
lowing objects: 

To develop a better and higher manhood 
and womanhood among ourselves. To en-
hance the comforts and attractions of our 
homes and strengthen our attachments to 
our pursuits. To foster mutual under-
standing and co-operation. To maintain 
inviolate our laws and to emulate each 
other in labor, to hasten the good time 
coming. To reduce our expenses, both 
individual and corporate. To buy less and 
produce more, in order to make our farms 
Belf-sustaining. To diversify our crops and 

^coadense~the weight of our "experts, sell-
ing less in the bushel and more on hoof 
and in fleece; less in lint and more in warp 
and woof. To systematize our work, and 
calculate intelligently on probabilities, l o 
discountenance the credit system, the mort-
gage system, the fashion system, and every 
other system tending to prodigality and 
bankruptcy. . „ 

We propose meeting together, tam-
ing together, working together, buying 
together, selling together, and, m gen-
eral, acting together for our mutual 
protection and advancement, as occa-
sion may requre. We shall avoid litiga-
tion as much as possible by arbitration in 
the Grange. We shall constantly strive 
to secure entire harmony, good will,  vital 
brotherhood among ourselves, and to make 
our Order perpetual. We shall earnestly 
endeavor to suppress personal, local, sec-
tional, and national prejudices, all un-
healthy rivalrv. all selfish ambition. t aith-
ful adherenceto these principles will  insure 
our mental, moral, social, and material 
advancement. 

BUSINESS RELATIONS. 
4. For our business interests, we desire 

to bring producers and consumers, farm-
ers and manufacturers, into the most di-
rect and friendly relations possible. Hence 
we must dispense with a surplus of middle-
men, not that we are unfriendly to them 
but we do not need them. Their surplus 
and their exactions diminish our profits. 

We wage no aggressive warfare against 
any other interests whatever. On the qpn-
trarv all our acts and all our efforts, so far 
as business is concerned, are not only for 
the benefit of the producer and consumer, 
but also for all other interests that tend 
to bring these two parties into speedy and 
economical contact. Hence we hold that 
transportation companies of every kind 
are necessary to our success, that their in-
terests are intimately connected with our 
interests, and harmonious action « mutu-
ally advantageous, keeping m view the farst 
sentence in our Declaration of Principles 
of action, that "Individual happiness de-
pends upon general prosperity. 

We shall therefore advocate for every 
state the increase in every practicable way 
of all facilities for transporting cheaply 
to the sea board, or between home pro-
ducers and consumers, all the productions 
of our country. We adopt it as our fixed 
purpose " to open out the channels m na-
ture  ̂great arteries, that the life blood of 
commerce may flow freely.' 

We are not enemies of railroads, naviga-
ble and irrigating canals, or of any cor-
poration that will  advance our industrial 
interests, nor of any laboring classes. 

In our noble Order there is no commun-
ism, no agrarianism. 

We are opposed to such spirit and man-
agement of auy corporation or enterprise 
as tends to oppress the people and rob 
them of their just profits. We are not 
enemies to capital, but we oppose the tyr-
anny of monopolies. We long to see the 
antagonism between capital and labor 
removed by common consent, and by an 
enlightened statesmanship worthy of the 
nineteenth century. We are opposed to 
excessive salaries, high rates of interest, 
and exorbitant per cent in trade. They 
greatly increase our burdens, and do not 
bear a proper proportion to the profit of 
producers. We desire only self-protection, 
and the protection of every true interest 
of our land by legitimate transactions, 
legitimate trade and legitimate profits. 

EDUCATION. 

We shall advance the cause of educa-
tion among ourselves, and for our children, 
by all just means within our power. We es-
pecially advocate for our agricultural and 
industrial colleges that practical agriculture, 
domestic science, and all the arts which 
adorn the home be taught in their courses 
of study. 

THE GRANGE NOT PARTISAN. 

5. We emphatically and sincerely assert 
the oft-repeated truth taught in our organic 

liarmony, equitable compromises, and earn-
est co-operation, as an omen of our future 
success. 

CONCLUSION. 

7: I t shall be an abiding principle with 
^s to relieve any of our oppressed and 
suffering brotherhood by any means at our 
Command. 

Last, but not least, we proclaim it among 
pur purposes to inculcate a proper appre-
ciation of the abilities and sphere of 
woman, as is indicated by admitting her 
to membership and position in our Order. 

imploring the continued assistance of 
our Divine Master to guide us in our work, 
we here pledge ourselves to faithful and 
harmonious labor for all future time, to 
return by our united efforts to the wisdom, 
justice, fraternity, and political purity of 
our forefathers. 

4 '•  — — 

T H E STATE GRANGE. 

TUESDAY. 

Michigan State Grange, P. of H., met 
in its twenty-first annual session in 

Representative Hall, Lansing, Tuesday, i in iono ..t in.Qrt /-.'/.li-ŵ V a m 

law, that the Grange—national, state, or 
subordinate—is not a political or party or-
ganization. No Grange, if true to its obli-
gations, can discuss political or religious 
questions, nor call political convention», 
nor nominate candidates, nor evea <liij$rtr>s 
thair,«~»rit» in ite,j»eeii»g8. 5 J.BI lilt;  iM lUUlt-iat) Ifct- f̂y*. 
true politics, all truWrauesmausmp, anc 
properly carried out, will  tead to pur 
the whole political atmosphere of our coufl 
try, for we seek the greatest good to tb* 
greatest number. 

We always bear in mind that no one, by 
becoming a Patron of Husbandry, giv< e 
up that inalienable right and duty whu 
belongs to every American citizen, to tal 
a proper interest in the politics of h 
country. 

On the contrary, it is right for everi 
member to do all in his power legitimate! 
to influence for good the action of an; 
political party to which he belongs. I t l 
his duty to do all he can in his own party 
to put down bribery, corruption and trick 
ery; to see that none but competent, faith-
ful and honest men, who will  unflinchingly 
stand by our industrial interests, are nomj 
inated for all positions of trust; and tol 
have carried out the principle which should 
characterize every Patron, that I 
THE OFFICE SHOULD SEEK THE MAN, ANDJ 

NOT THE MAN THE OFFICE. 
We acknowledge the broad principle, that 

difference of opinion is no crime, and hold I 
that " progress toward truth is made by I 
difference of opinion," while the " fault 
lies in bitterness of controversy." \ 

We desire a proper equality, equity and ! 
fairness; protection for the weak; restraint 
upon the strong; in short, justly distributed i 
burdens, and justly distributed power. 
These are American ideas, the very essence 
of American independence, and to advocate 
the contrary is unworthy of the sons and 
daughters of an American Republic. 

We cherish the belief that sectionalism 
is, and of right should be dead and buried 
with the past. Our work is for the pres-
ent and the future. In our agricultural 
brotherhood and its pursoses, we shall 
recognize no north, no south, no east, no 
west. 

I t is reserved by every Patron, as the 
right of a freeman to affiliate with any 
party that will  best carry out his principles. 

OUTSIDE CO-OPERATION. 
6. Ours being peculiarly a farmers' in-

stitution, we cannot admit all to our ranks. 
Many are excluded by the nature of our 

organization, not because they are pro-
fessional men, or artisans, or laborers, but 
because they have not a sufficient direct 
interest in tilling the soil, or may have 
some interest in conflict with our purposes. 
But we appeal to all good citizens for their 
cordial co-operation to assist in our efforts 
toward reform, that we may eventually 
remove from our midst the last vestige of 
tyranny and corruption. 

We hail the general desire for fraternal 

December 12, 1893, at 10:30 o'clock a. m., 
Worthy Master G. B. Horton in the chair 
and all officers and most of the delegates 
in their seats. After a short session in the 
fiifth  degree the meeting recurred to the 
fourth degree and a committee on creden-
tials was appointed. While they were at 
*prk resolutions were received and referred 

impropriate committees to be appointed 
notes touching silver, tariff, equal 

gff*'  government ownership of tele-
¡13 pijro foods, opposition . to, trold 

Ps, the county road system, and so on. 
Tbe committee on Woman's work an-

nounced a reception for the evening in the 
Executive parlors. 

Prof. Mumford extended an invitation on 
behalf of President Gorton for the dele-
gates and visitors to visit the Agricultural 
College, which was accepted for Wednes-
day afternoon. 

4 choir from Capitol Grange furnished 
selections of\music during the session. 

The order of business used last year was 
adopted for thisVear. 

The Master appointed Lecturer Crosby, 
Secretary Buell, ahd Editor Butterfield as 
a press committee. \ 

Secretary Jennie Buell was ably assisted 
by her sister Flora ^uell through the 

Fruits and flowers from, the Agricultural 
College graced the desk in front of the 
Master and Ceres, Flora and Pomona. 

Tuesday afternoon the committee on cre-
dentials reported, after which Overseer 
Cole was called to the chair and further 
resolutions were presented and referred. 

At 3 o'clock Master Horton gave a 
lengthy and interesting address which will 
appear in full. I t was received with hearty 
applause. , 

Past Master Thomas Mars was then 
called to the chair while Master Horton 

! helped make out the list of committees for 
the session. . 

t P r o f . Mumford gave some information 
| in regard to the proposed dairy course at 
tbe Agricultural College, and a lively dis-
cussion ensued in which the creamery sys-
tem, so widely introduced by Davis and 
Rankin during the past year, w-s com-
mended, but their exorbitant prices were 
condemned as a swindle, since equal facili-
ties can be obtained of other parties at 
half their prices. ^ „ 

Editor Butterfield of the GRANGE VISI 

Wednesday morning further resolutions 
were introduced and referred, including 
some on rural mail delivery, naturalization 
of foreigners, and election of United States 
senators by popular vote. 

Able reports were made by Mrs. Mary 
Mayo as Chaplain; A. J . Crosby as Lectur-
er; Mrs. Sarah St. Clair as Flora; Mrs. A. 
A. Leightonas Pomona; M. T. Cole as 
Overseer; Jennie Buell as Secretary, and 
Mary C. Allis as Ceres. 

The Executive Committee made its main 
report, which so heartily commended itself 
to the body that it was adopted unani-
mously by a rising vote. It to will  be 
published in full and will  be quoted as an 
exponent of the financial views of the 
farmers of Michigan. 

During the afternoon 67 of the visitors 
and delegates visited the College. 

Wednesday evening very impressive 
memorial exercises were held in open ses-
sion. Remarks were made by Master Hor-
tor and prayer offered by Rev. C. B. Pat-
terson of the Central M. E. Church. Res-
olutions pertaining to Past Master and 
Treasurer S. F. Brown were offered by 
Perry Mayo and supported by Past Master 
J. J. Woodman; pertaining to John Porter, 
by H. D. Piatt,, and supported by M. T. 
Cole and K. J. Brown; pertaining to J. Q. 
A. Burrington, by Past Master Thomas 
Mars and supported by J. G. Ramsdell; 
and pertaining to Past Secretary and Editor 
J T. Cobb, by Mrs. Mary Mayo and sup-
ported by Past Masters C. G. Luce, Thomas 
Mare, and J. J. Woodman; also by Secre-
tory ! Jennie Buell, H. D. Piatt, H. H. 
FwÏR. a J . CvnaV^.J . G R^rasdell, aurf 
others. The resolutions were Adopted oy 
a rising vote. Prayer by thé Chaplain 
closed the deeply touching exercises. 

jjjduor Duincmmu » — , 
¿POR gave an interesting statement M regard 
'jo that paper, showing it to be advancing in 
Circulation and finances. The VISITOR was 
leartily endorsed in the ensuing discussion. 
I Master Horton announced as a commit-
tee to confer with Gov. Rich in regard to 
She suffering miners, S. E. Haughey of 
Hillsdale, E. L. Warner of Van Buren, and 
2. A. Taylor of Lenawee. 
[ The committees for the session were then 
anounced and the Grange closed. 
i In the evening the informal reception 

V f f . . "I J 1 — n n / 1 m e n •frlTl  Ct Jas attended m 
tu> «iwuuou by delegates and visiting 

^embers bearing souvenir cards prepared 
the committee on Woman's Work, who 

aV) gave the introductions to Governor 
¿d Mrs. Rich, after which a pleasant hour 

% passed in social converse. 

• H 

THURSDAY. 

Thursday business began to shape for 
action. Treasurer Strong made his report 
showing the finances in good order. As-
sistant Steward Martin and Gate Keeper 
Carlisle made good reports. Mrs. Mary b. 
Hinds and Mrs. Mayo reported concerning 
the Woman's Work committee. The com-
mitte on Claims and Grievances reported 
nothing in those lines on hand. 

Resolutions were adopted favoring con-
tributions of produce for the suffering 
miners, and favoring the formation of bet-
ter mutual fire insurance organizations. 

The committee on Transportation report-
ed disapproving the new county highway 
law, and favoring agitation for railway 
reforms, etc. , 

The special committee to confer with 
Governor Rich reported in favor of con-
tributions under the auspices of the sub-
ordinate Granges to relieve the suffering 
miners, and adversly to calling a special 
session of the legislature. Adopted. 

A telegram was read from Delegate 
John K. Campbell of Washtenaw, who had 
been called home the previous day, an-
nouncing the death of his little son, and a 
telegram of sympathy was sent him. 

The committee on Education reported 
favoring cooperation of Granges with the 
school commissioners so as to secure a 
better system of grading; favoring uni-
form text-books; favoring the extension of 
the reading course used in Oceana county, 
and favoring the appointment of a per-
manent committee on Education. After 
remarks by School Commissioner D. E. 
McClure of Oceana, the report was 

^Thursday evening the beautiful work of 
the sixth degree was given to those entitled 
to it. 

FRIDAY. 

Friday was a rainy day; in the morning 
the Grange elected three members of the 
Executive Committee, J . G. RamsdeU and 
R H Taylor being re-elected, and Ji. W. 
Redfern succeeding H. H. Hinds. Master 
Horton then exemplified the unwritten 
work. Steward Gray read a good report, 
taking J. Sterling Morton's address as a 
basis. 

The committee on Resolutions reported 
in favor of free mail delivery and election 
of United States senators by popular vote, 
and condemning J. Sterling Mortons un-
provoked, malicious, disrespectful, and 
false language, and endorsing the action 

(Continued on page 5.) 


